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BENGALURU I CHENNAI I HYDERABAD I VIJAYAWADA I KOCHI OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

08-12-2025
Total pilgrims: 71,142
Tonsures:26,619
Hundi kanukalu: 4.13 CR    
Waiting Compartments...15

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens)..10 H

Congress ups pressure
 to release boat strike video 

with threat to Hegseth's 
travel budget

Jasprit Bumrah One Wicket Away 
From Becoming First-Ever Indian 
To Achieve This Rare 'Century'
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Delhi court issues notice 
on plea seeking FIR against 
Sonia Gandhi over name 
inclusion in voter list

Kerala: Actor Dileep’s 

acquittal is not the 

final verdict, says 

artist Bhagyalakshmi

Vikram Bhatt sent to 
7-day police custody 
in Rs 30 crore fraud 

Lok Sabha to hold 
crucial debate on 
SIR today

JAIPUR, DEC 9 : Bollywood 
filmmaker Vikram Bhatt 
and his wife Shwetambari 
have been remanded to 
seven days of police custo-
dy by the ACJM court in 
Udaipur in connection 
with an alleged Rs 30 crore 
fraud case. The couple was 
arrested from their 
Mumbai residence on 
December 7 and brought to 
Udaipur late Monday 
night. The duo was pro-
duced in court on Tuesday 
afternoon. DSP Chhagan 
Singh Rajpurohit is lead-
ing the investigation. Upon 
arrival in Udaipur, both 
attempted to avoid media 
cameras. Vikram Bhatt 
has already challenged the 
case in the Jodhpur High 
Court, where the hearing 
is scheduled. Earlier, the 
Udaipur Police had arrest-
ed co-producer Mehboob 
Ansari and vendor 
Sandeep from Mumbai on 
November 16. 

New Delhi, Dec 9 : Lok Sabha is 
set for a high-stakes debate on 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls and 
wider electoral reforms today, 
following a prolonged impasse 
that stalled proceedings. The 
breakthrough came after 
intense negotiations between 
the government and 
Opposition, culminating in an 
all-party agreement on Tuesday 
to bring the matter to the floor 
of both Houses. According to 
the schedule finalised at the 
meeting chaired by Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla, the Lok 
Sabha will hold a full debate on 
electoral reforms on December 
9, responding to the 
Opposition’s persistent demand 
for a structured discussion on 
the SIR process.

Kochi Dec 9 : In a deeply 
emotional and powerful 
outpouring following the 
verdict in the 2017 actress 
abduction and assault 
case, veteran dubbing 
artiste Bhagyalakshmi 
on Tuesday said that 
through the long and 
painful legal battle, it was 
only the media and soci-
ety at large that truly 
stood by the survivor. 
Actor Dileep, who was 
the eighth accused in the 
charge sheet, was acquit-
ted by the trial court on 
Monday. hagyalakshmi 
said the public receptions 
and celebratory words 
organised in favour of 
the accused after the ver-
dict shattered the survi-
vor emotionally. “What 
we have now is not the 
final verdict. There are 
still higher courts. Dileep 
is still only an accused,” 
she said, underscoring 
that the legal fight is far 
from over.

‘No bigger anti-national act than 

vote chori’: Rahul attacks BJP
NEW DELHI, DEC 9 : The Lok 
Sabha witnessed a stormy 
debate as Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi launched a fierce 
attack on the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
accusing it of “systematically 
seeking to dominate India’s 
institutions”, and said that 
there is "no bigger anti-
national act than vote chori.”

Speaking during a discus-
sion on electoral reforms, 
Leader of Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi asserted that “every-
thing in India that exists 
today has emerged from the 
vote, and the RSS is trying to 
capture that.”

His remarks provoked 
loud protests from ruling 
party members, prompting 
Speaker Om Birla to inter-
vene multiple times to 
restore order. Gandhi alleged 
that the RSS, in collaboration 
with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), has undermined 
democratic institutions, 
beginning with the Election 
Commission of India (ECI).
Gandhi outlined three areas 

of institutional capture: edu-
cation, investigative agen-
cies, and the Election 
Commission. To support his 
claims, he posed three ques-
tions: why the Chief Justice 
of India was removed from 
the selection panel for 
Election Commissioners; 
why, in December 2023, the 
government granted unprec-
edented immunity to 
Election Commissioners; and 
why CCTV footage of polling 
stations is destroyed after 45 
days. He argued that these 
measures weaken transpar-

ency and enable 
manipulation.“Today, the 
Election Commission of 
India is colluding with those 
in power to shape the elec-
tion,” he declared, question-
ing why the Prime Minister 
and the Home Minister were 
so intent on deciding who 
should serve as Election 
Commissioner.

He further claimed that 
investigative agencies such 
as the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED), National 
Investigation Agency (NIA), 
and Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) have 
been compromised, with 
bureaucrats appointed to tar-
get opposition voices.In a 
dramatic moment, Gandhi 
invoked history, recalling 
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassi-
nation on January 30, 1948. 
He argued that the RSS proj-
ect began after the Father of 
the Nation was killed, with 
the aim of dismantling his 
vision of an equal India 
where institutions belonged 
to the people. “These are 
uncomfortable truths, but 
they have to be spoken,” 
Gandhi said when treasury 
benches raised objections to 
his statements against RSS.

His remarks drew sharp 
objections from 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju, who 
insisted Gandhi was stray-
ing from the subject of elec-
toral reforms. “He is not 
speaking anything related to 
electoral reforms,” Rijiju 
said, urging the Speaker to 
direct Gandhi to remain rel-
evant to the debate.

Telangana Rising Global 
Summit clocks in investments 

worth Rs 5.75 lakh crore

HYDERABAD (TSIT): The 
Telangana government 
announced that it secured 
investment agreements 
worth Rs.3.24 lakh crore on 
the second day of the 
Telangana Rising Global 
Summit, generating 1,40,500 
employment opportunities. 
This comes a day after the 
state signed MoUs worth 
Rs.2.43 lakh crore.

A wide spectrum of sec-
tors—including food process-
ing, agritech, data centres, 
pharmaceuticals, biotech, 
electronics, and clean ener-
gy—saw substantial investor 
response.In the FMCG seg-
ment, Reliance Consumer 
Products Limited (RCPL) will 
establish a multi-product 
manufacturing facility on 100 
acres with an investment of 

Rs.1,500 crore, creating 1,000 
direct jobs. Godrej Industries 
Group will expand its dairy 
unit to 5 lakh litres per day 
with a Rs.150 crore invest-
ment, generating 300 jobs. 
Fertis India Pvt. Ltd. pro-
posed a Rs.2,000 crore food 
and agriculture R&D centre 
and rare sugars manufactur-
ing facility, set to create 800 
jobs in two phases. Vintage 
Coffee announced a Rs.1,100 
crore freeze-dried coffee 
plant, while KJS India will 
invest Rs.650 crore in F&B 
expansion.The data centre 
and technology sector saw 
massive commitments. JCK 
Infra Projects will invest 
Rs.9,000 crore, while Infraki 
DC Parks has proposed a 
game-changing Rs.70,000 
crore 1 GW data park. AGP 

Group plans a Rs.6,750 crore 
investment, and Purview 
Group aims to set up an 
AI-driven 50 MW data centre 
creating 3,000 jobs. Clean-
energy-based data centres are 
also in the pipeline, including 
Aquellon Nexus Ltd’s net-
zero 50 MW facility.

The pharma, biotech and 
life sciences industries 
emerged as major contrib-
utors. Hetero Group 
announced Rs.1,800 crore 
to expand pharma manu-
facturing, creating more 
than 9,000 jobs. Aurobindo 
Pharma will invest Rs.2,000 
crore, while Granules 
India proposed a Rs.1,200 
crore peptide and oncology 
CDMO unit. 

Biological E Ltd commit-
ted an additional Rs.3,500 
crore, taking its total 
investment to Rs.4,000 
crore and creating 3,000 
jobs. Bharat Biotech will 
set up a Rs.1,000 crore 
CRDMO facility, and 
BioVaraum confirmed a 
Rs.250 crore regenerative 
medicine centre.In elec-
tronics and green energy, 
Kane’s Technology will 
invest Rs.1,000 crore to 
expand electronics manu-
facturing, while Altmin is 
exploring a battery raw 
material facility.

The state also presented 
future opportunities at 
Bharat Future City, posi-
tioning Telangana as a 
potential gateway for UAE–
Africa–India collaborations 
in tourism, wellness, logis-
tics, and hospitality.

'Will always stand with Puducherry, our flag will fly here': Vijay
PUDUCHERRY, (TSIT) : Actor-politician 
Vijay on Tuesday said that he 
will always stand with the peo-
ple of Puducherry and his party 
will make strides in the union 
territory's politics. “I will always 
stand with the people of 
Puducherry, and in the coming 
Assembly elections, the flag of 
our party will surely fly here,” 
he declared as he addressed his 
first major public rally in 
Puducherry.

Stressing emotional unity 
over political boundaries, he 
said Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
may be separate states on paper, 
but “we are all one family”.

The rally was held under tight 

security in the aftermath of the 
Karur tragedy that claimed 41 
lives. The meeting took place at 
the Uppalam Harbour Complex, 
where only 5,000 people were 
allowed entry after rigorous 
scanning and verification. Police 

deployment began in the early 
hours, and every attendee under-
went strict security checks 
before entering the venue. As 
Vijay arrived on stage, he greet-
ed supporters with waves and 
gestures, triggering thunderous 

cheers from the crowd. Referring 
to the political legacy of M.G. 
Ramachandran (MGR), Vijay 
said it was Puducherry that once 
reminded Tamil Nadu not to for-
get MGR.

Rejecting suggestions that 
his political voice would be 
confined only to Tamil Nadu, 
he said he would fight just as 
strongly for the rights and con-
cerns of Puducherry. He 
praised the Puducherry admin-
istration for the elaborate secu-
rity arrangements at the venue 
and took a sharp swipe at the 
Tamil Nadu government, say-
ing it should learn from these 
measures.

IT WILL BE GOOD IF TN’S 
DMK REGIME LEARNS FROM 

IMPARTIAL PUDUCHERRY 
GOVERNMENT. THEY WILL 

HOWEVER, NOT LEARN NOW,” 
VIJAY SAID

CM Naidu asks NDA leaders to 
participate in Atal Sandesh yatra

AMARAVATI (TSIT) : Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
on Tuesday asked leaders 
of the ruling National 
Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) to participate in 
'Atal Sandesh-Modi 
Suparipalana' (good gov-
ernance) Yatra to be 
organised in the state 
from December 11 to 25.

In a teleconference 
with NDA ministers, 
MPs, MLAs and MLCs, 
Chandrababu Naidu 
asked them to actively 
participate in the pro-
gramme and make it a 
success. He asked the 
leaders of TDP, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 
Jana Sena to participate 
in the yatra aimed at 
spreading former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee's message of 
good governance as part 
of his birth centenary cel-
ebrations.

He congratulated the 
BJP state executive for 
its decision to conduct 
the yatra across the state 
so that the youth are 
inspired by the late 
Prime Minister.Stating 
that Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was considered "political 
Bhishma", the TDP chief 
said organising the pro-
gramme as part of his 
centenary birth celebra-
tions is a matter of plea-

sure. Chandrababu 
Naidu stated that 
Vajpayee laid the founda-
tion for good governance 
in the country and that 
the policies he imple-
mented sowed the seeds 
of development in the 
country."Mr Vajpayee 
was a leader with no ene-
mies and gave the coun-
try a leadership that 
every Indian is proud of," 
he said. The Chief 
Minister noted that 
Vajpayee was born in an 
ordinary family and 
achieved the pinnacle of 
success in life with hard 
work. He was elected to 
the Lok Sabha nine times 
and to the Rajya Sabha 
twice, which shows his 
greatness.

"He participated in the 
Quit India movement at 
the age of 18. In 1998, he 
conducted the Pokhran-2 
nuclear tests to demon-
strate India's power.

 He gave a decisive 
reply to the enemy in the 
Kargil War," he said.

CM Naidu recalled that 
the Golden Quadrilateral 
Highway project, which 
came up during 
Vajpayee's tenure, 
changed the country’s 
direction. "I had a per-
sonal association with 
him. He helped a lot in 
the development of the 
state. He was not one to 
say no to anything asked 
for by the state. He did 
whatever was useful for 
the people. He took quick 
decisions in drafting the 
policies," the Chief 
Minister said.

The TDP leader also 
mentioned that Vajpayee 
initiated reforms in the 
telecommunications and 
aviation sectors."If you 
look at NTR and 
Vajpayee, you can under-
stand what good gover-
nance should be like. 
NTR was also a leader 
with a unique personali-
ty. He used to always 
think of doing good for 
the people," he said.CM 
Naidu said that "whether 
it was a nuclear test then, 
or Sindoor operation 
now, Chaturbhuji 
(Golden Quadrilateral 
yesterday or Sagarmala 
today, they are all suc-
cessful programmes 
under the NDA regime".

IndiGo is 
back on its 
feet, says 
CEO Pieter 
Elbers
NEW DELHI (TSIT) : IndiGo 
CEO Pieter Elbers said 
on Tuesday that the air-
line’s operations have 
stabilised after days of 
widespread flight dis-
ruptions that left pas-
sengers stranded at 
major airports nation-
wide, as the low-cost 
carriers planes were 
grounded due to an 
acute shortage of pilots 
under the new flight 
duty limitation norms.
Elbers claimed in a 
statement on X that 
“IndiGo is back on its 
feet,” with efforts to 
restore the network pro-
gressing on a “war foot-
ing.” He said the airline 
is now flying more than 
1,800 flights a day, 
restoring its full net-
work of 138 destinations. 
“As of December 9, our 
operations are fully sta-
bilised,” the CEO 
remarked. Elbers fur-
ther stated that IndiGo 
has “started to focus 
internally on what led to 
the issue,” indicating a 
deeper review of pro-
cesses and resource 
planning.

Prez Murmu presents National 
Handicrafts Awards for 2023, 2024
NEW DELHI (TSIT): President 
Droupadi Murmu present-
ed National Handicrafts 
Awards for the years 2023 
and 2024 on Tuesday, high-
lighting that handicrafts 
are not only a part of our 
cultural identity but are 
also an important source 
of livelihood.Speaking on 
the occasion, the President 
said, “This sector employs 
over 3.2 million people. 
Most of the people who 
derive employment and 
income from handicrafts 

live in rural or remote 
areas. This sector pro-
motes inclusive develop-
ment by decentralising 
employment and 
income.”She said art 
reflects our memories of 
the past, experiences of the 
present, and aspirations 
for the future. 

2,501 new confirmed mpox cases, 12 deaths 
reported from 44 countries in Oct: WHO

NEW DELHI (TSIT): A total of 2,501 new con-
firmed cases, including 12 deaths due to mpox, 
were reported from 44 countries in October, 
said the World Health Organization (WHO) on 
Tuesday. The latest situation report for the 
multi-country outbreak of mpox showed that 
all clades of the monkeypox virus (MPXV) 
continue to circulate.When mpox outbreaks 
are not rapidly contained, and human-to-
human transmission is not interrupted, 
there is a risk of sustained community 
transmission. “In October 2025, 
44 countries, across all 
WHO regions, reported 
a total of 2,501 new con-
firmed mpox cases, includ-
ing 12 deaths (case fatality 
ratio [CFR] 0.5 per cent),” the 
WHO report said.Twenty-one countries 
in Africa reported active transmission of 
mpox in the last six weeks (from October 12 to 
November 23), with 1,734 confirmed cases, 
including 10 deaths.Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Liberia, Ghana, Kenya, and Uganda 
reported the highest number of cases, with 
Mali reporting mpox for the first time. New 
imported cases of mpox due to clade Ib MPXV 

were reported among travellers in Belgium, 
Germany, Greece, and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

A total of 43 new confirmed cases of mpox 
due to clade Ib MPXV have been reported 
across six WHO regions, between September 5 
and November 24, outside areas where sus-
t a i n e d community transmission of this virus 

strain has been occurring.In four of 
these regions (the Americas, 

Southeast Asia, Europe, and the 
Western Pacific), 24 cases report-

ed no recent international trav-
el, suggesting local transmis-

sion. Based on this, Italy, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, Portugal, 

Spain, and the US are now considered to be 
experiencing community transmission of 
clade Ib MPXV. In addition, travel-related 
cases continue to be reported in many coun-
tries. Among the 43 cases, half (22) were docu-
mented among men who have sex with men, 
while other cases were linked to travel to 
countries with known community transmis-
sion of clade Ib MPXV, or secondary to travel-
related cases (household contacts and/or sexu-
al partners).
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BALLIA (UP): Uttar Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak on Mon-
day accused Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav of being "misguided" 
and making baseless statements for the 
sake of Muslim appeasement and vote-
bank politics.

Talking to reporters after inaugu-
rating a school wrestling championship 
at the Veer Lorik Stadium in Ballia, 
Pathak also targeted the Trinamool 
Congress and said it will be "wiped out 
like Babari Masjid".

He asserted that the BJP will score 
sweeping victories in assembly elec-

more imminently, in West Bengal.
"Just as the people of Bihar have 

completely rejected the jungle raj of 
the RJD and given a massive mandate 
to the NDA, the Congress and the Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) will face a similar 
outcome in Uttar Pradesh," he said.

Pathak claimed that the BJP would 

assembly elections, winning more than 

Claiming a sweeping political 
change similarly in West Bengal, Pathak 

they (the Trinamool Congress) will be 
wiped out like the Babri Masjid and the 
BJP will form the government."

The deputy chief minister further 
asked Yadav and Congress to "look 
within before commenting on others".

He, however, did not mention any 

Participating in a discussion on the 

in the Lok Sabha on Monday, Yadav 
hit out at the BJP, claiming that those 
who did not participate in the freedom 
struggle were now talking of the values 
of the national song.

Akhilesh’s remarks for Muslim appeasement;
TMC will be wiped out 'like Babri': UP Dy CM NEW DELHI: The Centre has sanc-

tioned 1.11 crore houses under two 
schemes of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana, with 95.54 lakh of those houses 
having already been completed and 

-
har Lal informed the Rajya Sabha on 
Monday.

Replying to supplementaries 
during the question hour, the min-

slum survey, as many as 6.5 crore 
-

holds, were living in slums across the 
country. "Under both schemes, the 
Centre has sanctioned 1.11 crore hous-

of which 95.54 lakh houses have been 
ready and handed over," the minister 
told the house.

He said land and colonisation are 
State subjects and policies and pro-
grammes related to slum rehabilita-
tion rest with respective states/Union 
Territories (UTs). Hence, data related 
to slum rehabilitation or relocation 
is not maintained by the ministry, he 
added.

"However, as regards the Nation-
al Capital Territory of Delhi (NCTD), 
the slum rehabilitation and/or demo-
litions are done by various land own-
ing agencies like Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA), Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board (DUSIB), 
etc., under the provisions of various 
applicable Acts.

"As per the information received 
from DDA, as part of the Slum Re-
habilitation/ Relocation programme, 
DDA has carried out demolition after 
properly rehabilitating eligible slum 

dwellers. It involves a total of 5,158 
households, out of which a total of 

-
tive rehabilitation as per the DUSIB 
policy," the minister said in his writ-
ten reply.

The eligible dwellers have been 
provided with alternative rehabilita-
tion with all modern facilities, he said.

Implementing agencies execute 
slum rehabilitation projects based on 
their own land management policies 
and the slum rehabilitation policy of 
States/UTs. During the slum rehabili-
tation and/or resettlement, land own-
ing agencies/implementing agencies 

may also seek assistance under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Ur-

he said.
"Ministry of Housing and Urban 

-
ing central assistance under PMAY-U 

-
tion of houses for eligible families/

-
ers. "Further, based on the learnings 
from the experiences of implemen-
tation of PMAY-U, MoHUA has re-
vamped the scheme and launched 

to support 1 crore additional eligible 

-
-

Housing (ARH) and Interest Subsidy 
Scheme (ISS)," he said.

Centre sanctions 1.11 cr houses under two
schemes of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

SIR deliberately timed to
stall development work in 
Bengal: Mamata Mamata
KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday alleged that 
the special intensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls was “deliberately timed” to stall 
development projects in the state.

During an administrative review meet-

associated with the exercise were under 
“immense pressure”, but urged them to 
not ignore development work due to the 
SIR.

The revision of electoral rolls began in 
the state on November 4 with the distri-
bution of enumeration forms, which will 
continue till December 11.

"I know there is immense pressure on 
-

agents (BLAs). But, development projects 
and work on the SIR, both have to contin-
ue,” the chief minister said.

“This SIR is deliberately timed now 
to stall development projects of the state 
government. Why this hurriedness to 
complete this exercise in two months? 
Last time, it took two years. But, develop-
ment work is a continuous process, and 
there should not be any neglect in it,” she 
said. Banerjee maintained that the SIR 
was aimed at “snatching away the voting 
rights” of the common people and help the 
BJP in elections.

The CM also asked district magistrates 
to assist the BLOs in the SIR exercise.

Banerjee urged people to attend the 
hearings of the Election Commission 
following the SIR, adding that ‘May I Help 
You’ booths will be set up in every ward 
from December 12 to assist voters.

The TMC supremo also likened the 
ongoing crisis in the aviation sector with 
the SIR process, alleging that both were a 
result of poor planning.

TEZPUR: The Congress 
Legislature Party in Assam 

with the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) for initi-
ating a probe against Tezpur 
University Vice Chancellor 
Shambhu Nath Singh for his 
alleged corruption and other 
forms of irregularities.

The opposition party's 
student wing NSUI has also 
lodged a police complaint in 
Hailakandi district against 
Singh, who has been absent 
from the central university 
since September 22 after a 
student-led agitation was ini-
tiated against him.

The varsity in Sonitpur 
district of Assam has been 
under a complete shutdown 
since November 29, as a joint 
forum of all stakeholders has 

demanded removal of the 
VC and start of an enquiry 
against his actions.

"I write this letter in the 
interest of transparency, pub-
lic accountability and pro-
tection of public funds, with 
a request that the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau/CBI conduct 
an independent enquiry into 

-
cial, administrative and stat-
utory irregularities that have 
arisen at Tezpur University 
over the past several years," 
the Congress said in its letter 
to CBI's Guwahati head.

These concerns have been 
widely circulated in public fo-
rums, raised formally by stu-

associations, and some have 

institutional mechanisms 

such as replies to Right to In-
formation applications, said 
the letter signed by Leader of 
Opposition Debabrata Saikia 
and MLAs Nurul Huda and 
Sibamoni Bora.

"Initiate a thorough, 
time-bound, impartial inqui-

and administrative irregular-
ities at Tezpur University. Ex-
amine procurement records, 

-
nancial transactions from the 
past several years," the oppo-
sition party urged the CBI.

The Congress Legislature 
Party (CLP) also requested 
the central probe agency to 
verify the RTI-related claim 
that crucial documents per-
taining to the VC's appoint-

KOLKATA: The Election 
Commission on Monday 

-
servers (SRO) for various 
divisions of West Bengal to 
oversee the work relating 

said.
Ministry of Defence 

Joint Secretary Kumar Ravi 
Kant Singh was appointed 
the SRO for the Presidency 
division, while MHA Joint 
Secretary Niraj Kumar 
Bansod was assigned the 
responsibility of the Medi-
nipur division.

I&B Ministry Joint 
Secretary Krishna Kumar 
Nirala was named the SRO 
for the Burdwan division, 
Department of Economic 

Tiwari has been made the 
SRO for the Malda division, 
and Department of Rural 
Development Joint Secre-
tary Pankaj Yadav has been 
appointed the SRO for the 
Jalpaiguri division.

The EC had earlier ap-

Subrata Gupta as the Spe-
cial Roll Observer in con-

nection with the SIR, be-
sides setting up a team of 

Roll Observers to oversee 
the key aspects of prepara-
tion of the electoral roll and 
help the DEOs and EROs in 
taking corrective measures.

"The appointment of 
SROs ensures enhanced 
scrutiny and transparency 

in the SIR process across 
all divisions. Their presence 
will strengthen monitoring 
and compliance with EC 

"The observers will 
supervise electoral roll-re-
lated activities and ensure 
adherence to EC guidelines 
in their respective jurisdic-
tions," he said.

Taking note of a plea 
alleging extreme work pres-
sure faced by booth-level 

time-bound special revi-
sion of electoral rolls, the 
Supreme Court last Thurs-
day directed the states and 
Union Territories to con-
sider deputing additional 
employees to reduce their 
working hours.

Election Commission appoints 5 senior IAS officers 
as Special Roll Observers for SIR in West Bengal

SC wonders why 
all forest cases 
directly come to it
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
wondered why all the 
matters concerning forests 
and lakes are coming to the 
apex court bypassing the 
high courts that too in the 
form of interim applica-
tions in a pending PIL of 
1995.

“Why are all forest mat-
ters coming to this court,” 
a bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and 
Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
wondered at the outset.

Referring to an ap-
plication related to the 
Sukhna lake case, the CJI 
said apparently, it seemed a 
“friendly match” was going 
on at the behest of some 
private developers and 
others.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE-1
Food Link F&B Holdings alone committed Rs.3,000 
crore. Dream Valley Golf and Resorts (Rs.1,000 
crore), Saras Infrastructure (Rs.1,000 crore), 
Atmosphere Core Hotels Maldives (Rs.800 crore), KEI 
Group (Rs.200 crore), Polin Group Turkey (Rs.300 
crore), Multiverse Hotels (Rs.300 crore), Fludra India 
Spain (Rs.300 crore), Sri Havisha Hospitality (Rs.300 
crore), Ridhira Group (Rs.120 crore) and others final-
ized major hospitality and recreation projects. The 
investments are expected to create 10,000 direct and 
30,000 indirect jobs.In the industrial sector, TWI 
Group announced the world’s first plug-in hybrid 
motorbike manufacturing facility in Telangana with 
a Rs.1,100 crore investment, generating 500 jobs. 
Mahindra & Mahindra will invest over Rs.500 crore 
to expand its Zaheerabad unit. India Extreme 
Adventure is developing a 20-acre extreme sports and 
e-sports arena with Rs.500 crore.The summit also 
attracted global service sector investments. Juric 
Insurance selected Hyderabad for its first Global 
Capability Center in India, to be expanded over three 
years.With unprecedented interest across sectors, 
officials said the summit reaffirmed Telangana’s 
position as a leading destination for global invest-
ment and innovation.

Massive investments flow into Telangana 
on day 2 of Rising Global Summit 2025

The Telangana Rising 
Global Summit at Bharat 
Future City stands as a high 
impact platform translating 
a forward looking develop-
ment vision into meaningful 
investor engagement, policy 
alignment and an integrated 
roadmap for rapid progress. 
It aims to accelerate 
Telangana’s journey toward 
the $1T goal by 2034 and the 
$3T aspiration for 2047, with 
far reaching economic and 
social benefits for the state 
and beyond. This momen-
tum reflects the Chief 
Minister’s strong commit-
ment and purposeful leader-
ship, shaped by years of per-
severance, resilience and 
unwavering dedication to 
public service.In the evolv-
ing political and develop-
mental landscape of 
Telangana, one leader 
stands out for his grit, 
vision, and groundedness, 

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy. His journey from 
humble beginnings to the 
helm of leadership reflects 
the timeless truth that strug-
gle shapes strength. What 
follows is not just a chroni-
cle of his governance, but a 
portrait of conviction trans-
forming into collective prog-
ress.

The Making of a Leader:
From early on, it was evi-

dent that Revanth Reddy 
aspired for more than per-
sonal advancement. He envi-
sioned a life rooted in public 
service, one that would leave 
tangible, transformative 
imprints on his land and its 
people. His resolve was 
forged not in comfort, but in 
challenge, each setback 
became a stepping stone, 
each failure, a lesson. These 
trials shaped the resilience 
and conviction that would 
later define his leadership 

ethos. His success is no mys-
tery. It is the cumulative 
result of long days, sleepless 
nights, and an unwavering 
belief that social change 
emerges from consistent 
effort and fearless convic-
tion. As he leads, his life 
becomes an exemplar of how 
passion, discipline, and pur-
pose driven vision can truly 
move mountains.

Landmark Projects & 

Signature Deeds:
1. Musi River Rejuvenation 

/ Beautification.
Among his boldest envi-

ronmental initiatives stands 
the Musi River Rejuvenation 
Project, often mischaracter-
ized as mere “beautifica-
tion” but envisioned as a 
complete ecological and 
urban revival. The plan 
seeks to restore the Musi’s 
health, clear encroach-

ments, rechannel its flow, 
and transform it into a sus-
tainable urban waterway.

The Chief Minister 
defends the project 
as a structural 
necessity for 
Hyderabad’s future, 
preventing floods, 
reclaiming ecology, 
improving liveli-
hoods, and position-
ing the city global-
ly.

Critics allege 
mismanagement or 
inflated costs, yet 
supporters note 
that transformation 
inevitably disturbs 
the status quo. For 
Revanth Reddy, 
reviving the Musi 
is not cosmetic, it is 
symbolic of cleans-
ing the city’s devel-
opmental con-
science.

2. Young India Integrated 
Residential Schools (YIIRS)

To rebuild the foundation 
of Telangana’s education 

Struggle to Strength  A Man Born with Purpose. Shaping the Future of Telangana.

Imphal, Dec 9: Security forces in Manipur 
have intensified their operations, detain-
ing five members of two banned insurgent 
organisations in Imphal West and seizing 
a cache of arms, ammunition, and other 
materials. According to officials, the 
arrests were made over the past 24 hours 
at multiple locations across Imphal West 
district. The detained individuals, aged 
between 23 and 41, belong to the proscribed 
United National Liberation Front (UNLF) 
and the Socialist Revolutionary Party of 
Kangleipak (SOREPA). Police said the 
group had been actively involved in extort-
ing money from government staff, contrac-
tors, business owners, and local residents.
During the operation, authorities recov-
ered a car, a two-wheeler, fake identifica-
tion documents, seven mobile phones, var-
ious incriminating items, and approxi-
mately Rs 4 lakh in cash. With these 
arrests, security forces have detained a 
total of 23 militants from seven outlawed 
groups in the last three days across five 
districts in the Imphal Valley.

A haul of weapons and ammunition was 
also seized from Imphal West, including 
two single-barrel guns, a stun grenade, a 
smoke grenade, a 36-HE grenade without 
detonator, an empty SMG magazine, multi-
ple rounds of AK-series, INSAS, SLR, and 
.303 ammunition, Baofeng radio sets, three 
helmets, and signal cartridges.
Central and state forces continue to carry 
out extensive searches and domination 
exercises in vulnerable and mixed-popula-
tion zones. To prevent the movement of 
hostile elements, 113 checkpoints have 
been established throughout the hill and 
valley districts. Security escorts remain 
active along the Imphal–Jiribam National 
Highway (NH-37), ensuring the safe transit 
of trucks carrying vital supplies. 
Authorities have urged citizens to avoid 
spreading or believing in misinformation 
circulating on social media. Any suspi-
cious audio or video clips should be veri-
fied through the Central Control Room, as 
circulation of fake content may lead to 
legal consequences. 

system, Revanth Reddy launched the Young 
India Integrated Residential Schools (YIIRS) 
initiative, one in every constituency, each on 
25 acres.

Security forces arrest five militants 
and recover arms in Manipur
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Karnataka

'Let everything be good': Shivakumar 
on Yathindra Siddaramaiah’s 
remarks on K'taka CM post

Bengaluru/Belagavi, Dec 9 : 
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister 
and state Congress President D.K. 
Shivakumar has reacted to the 
remarks made by MLC Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah on the CM post 
issue, saying that he was very 
happy and wished for everything 
to be good. Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah stated on Monday 
that Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
would complete his full term and 
that the high command had 
turned down D.K. Shivakumar’s 
claims to the post. Speaking in 

Bengaluru before leaving for 
Belagavi on Tuesday, Shivakumar 
said, “Very happy. Let everything 
be good, let it be good for the 
state,” when asked about 
Yathindra’s remarks.

After his arrival at the Sambra 
Airport in Belagavi to participate 
in the winter session of the state 
legislature, his supporters raised 
slogans in his favour, shouting 
“Shivakumar next CM”.Party 
sources said the development was 
a response to Yathindra’s state-
ment made in Belagavi on 

Monday, asserting that 
Siddaramaiah would complete 
his five-year tenure as Chief 
Minister.

Meanwhile, Congress MLC 
Channaraj Hattiholi posted a 
message on social media welcom-
ing the Deputy Chief Minister to 
Belagavi, referring to him as 
“Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar”, which drew public 
attention. Channaraj is the broth-
er of Minister Laxmi Hebbalkar, a 
close associate of Shivakumar.
Speaking to the media on Tuesday, 
MLC Channaraj said that at a 
time when both Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief 
Minister Shivakumar have stated 
that they will abide by the high 
command’s decisions, and senior 
leaders have echoed the same, 
Yathindra’s statement was unnec-
essary.

“When the high command has 
said it will take an appropriate 
decision, we need to wait until 
then,” he added.

Reacting to the developments, 
Transport Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy said there was no confu-
sion within the party and that the 
high command’s decisions would 
be final. When asked why no 
action was being taken against 
Yathindra for repeatedly com-
menting on leadership matters, 
the minister said leaders must be 

cautious and responsi-
ble when making public 
statements.It can be 
recalled, responding to 
questions about an 
alleged leadership tussle 
within the ruling 
Congress, Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah said on 
Monday that those pre-
dicting a change in the 
Chief Minister’s posi-
tion were “dreaming”. 
He said the Congress 
high command has 
made it clear that there 
will be no change in 
leadership in the state.

Yathindra said, 
“Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar has 
said he is an aspirant for 
the CM’s post. In 
response, the high com-
mand has clarified that 
this is not the appropri-
ate time and also made it 
clear that there will be 
no change in the Chief 
Minister.”

He added, “The matter 
ends there. Hence, there 
is no tussle anymore. 
Opposition parties are 
unnecessarily spreading 
rumours and creating 
perceptions.” When 
asked about speculation 
that CM Siddaramaiah 
would be asked to resign 
after the Belagavi ses-
sion, Yathindra said.

, “They have been say-
ing this for many years. 
They keep claiming the 
CM will be changed this 
year or that year. They 
must be dreaming.”

Bengaluru: KPCC General Secretary S 
Manohar celebrated the 78th birthday of 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi with the blind children 
at Karnataka Blind School with an emo-
tional and service spirit.On this occasion, 
breakfast was arranged with the children of 
the blind school and the children were also 
provided with the necessary financial assis-
tance. The children wished Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi ji a happy birthday.

Speaking on the occasion, he said that 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji is a unique leader 
who put into practice the Mahatma's 
sentiment that the welfare and develop-
ment of the people of the country is 
more important than the power of the 
country and sacrificed the post of Prime 
Minister and appointed Dr. Manmohan 
Singh as the Prime Minister. He said 
that she remains an inspiration to the 
citizens of the country even today, with 
her unwavering concern for the poor, 
the weak and the common people.We 

National Leader Sonia Gandhi's 78th Birthday Celebrated 
Meaningfully at Karnataka Blind School

are still following his ideals, which always energize 
Congress workers, guide the youth, and give confidence 
to women. He said that the commitment to work for the 
bright future of the country under his leadership and 
guidance was reaffirmed through this program.On this 
occasion, he said that may God give more strength to 
Smt. Sonia Gandhiji, and may she continuously work 
for the development of the country. Many party workers 
including Anand, Prakash, Chandrashekhar, Umesh, 
Kushal Haruvegowda, Naveen, Praveen Rao, Hemraj 
were present in this program.

Siddaramaiah seeks PM’s nod for 
immediate Toor Dal MSP procurement
BENGALURU:  Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah on 
Tuesday urged the union 
Government to immediately 
approve Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) procurement of 
Toor Dal, warning that proce-
dural delays at the Centre were 
pushing lakhs of farmers 
towards distress sales ahead of 
peak market arrivals.

In a detailed letter addressed 
to the union Government, 
Siddaramaiah said he was writ-
ing with “grave urgency and 
rising alarm” on behalf of Toor 
Dal growers whose economic 
stability was coming under 
“avoidable and unjustifiable 
risk” due to delayed approval 
for procurement.He noted that 
during the current Kharif sea-
son (2025–26), Toor Dal had been 
sown across nearly 16.80 lakh 
hectares in Karnataka, with an 
estimated output of over 12.60 
lakh metric tonnes. The crop forms the 
primary income source for farmers 
across Kalaburagi, Yadgir, Bidar, 
Raichur, Vijayapura, Koppal, Belagavi, 
Ballari, Vijayanagara, Bagalkote, 
Kolar, Chikkaballapura and 
Chitradurga.

Siddaramaiah said modal market 
prices were currently between Rs 5,830 
and Rs 6,700 per quintal, significantly 
below the MSP of about Rs 8,000 per 
quintal for 2025–26.While peak arrivals 
are expected between December 2025 
and January 2026, the union 
Government is scheduled to open pro-
curement centres only in February and 
March, he said, adding that such delays 
would inflict a severe income shock on 
farmers.“When the market price falls 
below MSP, it is not merely a question 
of economics, it is a question of trust 
between the farmer and the State,” the 
Chief Minister said.He added that farm-
ers had sown Toor Dal believing in the 
MSP guarantee of the Government of 
India, and each day of delay was push-
ing them closer to debt and distress 

sales.Siddaramaiah pointed out that 
the Karnataka Government had 
already submitted a formal proposal 
on November 6, 2025, seeking immedi-
ate approval for MSP procurement 
through NAFED and NCCF.

“However, we are still awaiting a 
response from the union Government, 
even as market arrivals are approach-
ing rapidly,” he said. He warned that 
any further postponement would inev-
itably lead to farmer unrest, price col-
lapse and a loss of trust in MSP as a 
credible policy instrument. Karnataka 
farmers were seeking only the rightful 
enforcement of a price already 
declared by the Centre, he said. Calling 
the issue a “moral test” of the nation’s 
commitment to those who ensure food 
security, Siddaramaiah appealed to 
the union Government to approve 
procurement without delay and 
ensure operational deployment across 
major procurement centres before 
peak arrivals begin. “Karnataka’s 
farmers have never failed the nation, 
even during droughts, floods and eco-
nomic shocks. 
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Editorial

It was about time the resurgent deal
boom threw up a really watchable hos-
tile bid. Just days after Hollywood studio
Warner Bros Discovery Inc. agreed to be
bought by Netflix Inc., Paramount
Skydance Corp has made a $108 billion
offer straight to the iconic Hollywood
studio's shareholders. The counterbid
has many attractions. It puts Warner on
the spot to explain precisely why it didn't
engage with the interloper, backed by
the billionaire Ellison family, more
assiduously when a friendly deal was
being attempted. Things were already
getting ugly before Monday's dramatic
twist, with Paramount complaining to
Warner last week about being shut out of
the sale process. You can see why
Paramount didn't give up: A combina-
tion with Warner would produce the
world's largest studio with a franchise
list that goes on and on - Harry Potter,
Barbie, Top Gun... Crucially, the bids
aren't directly comparable. Netflix is
offering shareholders $27.75 per share
for Warner's studio and streaming
assets. That will be paid mostly in cash
but also in $4.50 per share of Netflix
stock. Warner's shareholders would also
be left stuck with the cable television
assets that are soon to be spun off. So in
sum, they end up with some cash and
two stocks, one of which is yet to be val-
ued by the public markets. Analysts at
Barclays Plc reckon the cable business is
worth around $4.20 per share. On their
math, the Netflix offer overall is worth
around $32 per Warner share. By con-
trast, Paramount is offering $30 a share
in cash for the whole of Warner. Chief
Executive Officer David Ellison – son of
Oracle Corp. founder Larry Ellison –
reckons this pitch is worth more than
Netflix's. That's because he values
Warner's cable stub at just $1 per share.
That seems pretty harsh, but the gloves
are off now and bad-mouthing in hostile
deals can get a good deal worse. Where
Paramount is making a clearly superior

proposal is in terms of a speedier and
more certain path to completion.
Netflix's offer needs heavy discounting
for likely antitrust scrutiny, given the
sheer scale of the combined streaming
platform marrying Netflix with
Warner's HBO. President Donald Trump
had already sounded caution on Netflix's
enlarged market share. 
All in all, the Netflix payout looks less
certain and further away – and so is
worth less in real terms. Ellison's pitch
doesn't just pose less serious antitrust
concerns. It comes wrapped in a
Trumpian bow with financing partly
from Affinity Partners, the finance bou-
tique led by the president's son-in-law,
Jared Kushner. Combine that with back-
ing from Middle East sovereign wealth
funds, and Paramount is mimicking the
successful playbook evidenced in the
leveraged buyout of Electronic Arts Inc.,
which involved Silver Lake
Management partnering with Affinity
and the Saudi Public Investment Fund.
As analysts at TD Cowen say, it's very
hard to argue that Netflix's offer is better.
Time to run the credits? Not so fast.
There may be more drama to come.
Paramount would surely prefer to reach

an agreed deal with Warner. There's
always value in the less conflictual
option. It has already indicated it's ready
to sit down and talk. Getting to a hand-
shake would perhaps need a sweetener,
providing a pretext for Warner to switch
sides -- and contribute to the break fee
due to Netflix. But having come so far, it
would be surprising if Netflix were
ready to abandon such a strategic trans-
action without a fight. With a $400 billion
market value and prodigious cash flow,
it surely has the financial capacity to
sweeten or simplify its more fiddly pro-
posal. The continued slide in Netflix
stock in response to Paramount's inter-
vention suggests investors are bracing
for a costly auction. Paramount looks
capable of justifying more stretch. It has
indicated higher cost-saving potential,
at $6 billion per annum versus Netflix's
$2.5 billion (likely due to the extra oppor-
tunity from keeping Warner's legacy tel-
evision business). Bloomberg
Intelligence reckons a deal at $35 a share
would still stack up for Paramount.
Moreover, David Ellison may just want
this more. The onus now is as much on
Warner boss David Zaslav as it is on
Netflix to respond. 

The inability of the Gandhis to meet Russian president Vladimir Putin during his
recent visit to New Delhi would likely have upset Sonia Gandhi, too, though for
reasons non-political as well. For she, in particular, shares special ties with a
country that her husband's family befriended and where her father was once a
prisoner of war.
Sonia, who turns 79 today, received a special birthday message fourteen years ago
from the then Russian President, Dmitry Medvedev (currently Deputy
Chairperson of the Security Council of Russia and Putin's foremost champion).
"You [Sonia] carry on the Gandhi family's legacy, working consistently to
strengthen democracy, further India's social and economic development, and
improve the international security system and global order, and these efforts have
won you great confidence from your people and much respect and influence
around the world," Medvedev wrote in the letter, adding, "Russia values highly
your contribution to preserving and building on the longstanding traditions of
friendship between our countries and your efforts in taking us to a new level in
our relations - that of a privileged strategic partnership." A Letter For A 'Personal
Loss' The goodwill went both ways. In 2017, in an unusual gesture, Sonia, as the
longest serving president of the Indian National Congress, penned a personal con-
dolence letter grieving the death of ambassador Alexander Kadakin. Describing it
as a "personal loss", she wrote, "For me and my family, the passing away of
Alexander Kadakin's death is a personal loss. Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi held him in high esteem and valued his friendship." The letter was
addressed to the then Russian minister-counsellor Anatoly V Kargapolov at the
New Delhi-based Russian embassy.
Both diplomatic and political sources in the national capital noticed this unusual
gesture by a political party in opposition. "It shows her high personal regard for
ambassador Kadakin, who was a personal friend of Rajiv Gandhi," recalled an old-
timer in the Congress. Sonia said she remembered Kadakin for his "large-hearted
personality, his deep love for India" and "his ability to strike up a real rapport
with a wide cross-section of Indians [which] won him countless friends in our
country". "He embodied all the warmth, generosity and steadfastness of the
Russian soul," she said, adding, "For him India, where he breathed his last, was
truly a second home."

TThe War Years
Sonia's love for Russia, however, was forged in childhood itself. Her father,
Stephano Maino, had been a young man when, during World War II, he slung a
rifle on his shoulder and marched into Russia with the invading Italian forces. He
was detained in the towns of Vladimir and Suzdal for several years, until three
Russian women helped him escape. A grateful Stephano named his daughters
after the three benefactors: Sonia, Nadia and Anushka.
In his book, diplomat-turned-politician Natwar Singh recounted a trip to Russia
he undertook with Sonia in 2005. According to Singh, who was the External
Affairs Minister then, they went to a town called Vladimir by helicopter after offi-
cial meetings concluded. He was amused by the decision to visit this little-known
town. "We [Sonia and Natwar] left for Vladimir town in the afternoon by helicop-
ter. I was at a loss why Sonia Gandhi was visiting an obscure medieval town.
Soon, we arrived at an unkempt courtyard, the main building had been a church,
now converted into a museum. Inside, we came to an octagonal room. One of the
walls were stuck with paper slips. Sonia was much interested in these. She reads
Russian and obviously was looking for something. ‘Natwar, my father was a pris-
oner of war here during the World War II. He [Stefano Maino] escaped, walking
all the way to Italy'. She was deeply moved. This was for her a very special
moment, I listened. Any comment would have been banal and inappropriate,"
Singh wrote in Walking With Lions - Tales From A Diplomatic Past, which came
out in early 2013.

The biggest visit of the year is now
over. Russia President Vladimir
Putin, after all, is no ordinary head
of state. Few leaders have had an
arrest warrant against them from
the International Criminal Court;
fewer still have held their own
against the rest of the West in a dan-
gerously escalatory war. For Delhi,
however, he is, primarily, the
President of a country that has been
steadfast in its support to India for
decades. But the visit proved that
this is not just about bilateral rela-
tions. This is political theatre with
an international audience watching.
And here's what all this translated
into for everyone involved.

That Joint Statement
First, the joint statement itself,
which, while being all of 70 para-
graphs, mostly just lauded existing
cooperation in various areas.
Despite excitement around ‘massive'
defence deals and possibly the pur-
chase of the Su-57, the section on mil-
itary cooperation is the shortest,
though a separate read-out from the
meeting between Defence Ministers
Rajnath Singh and Andrei Belousov
seems to have borne fruit. 
The main joint statement agreed to
‘encourage' joint manufacturing in
India of spare parts through transfer
of technology and setting up of joint
ventures for meeting the needs of the
Indian armed forces as well as for
subsequent export to mutually
friendly countries. Sure, those are
not the fireworks that many were
expecting. But if this arrangement
goes through, it will fill a long-per-
sisting gap for the Indian forces, the
army in particular. Though Russia
has always been upfront in terms of
emergency supplies, the need to get
spares made in the country has been
felt for a long time. This requires pri-
vate investment, given the now-rein-
vented Ordnance Factories are yet to
find their feet.  Meanwhile, it is as
well to remember that there is
already a deal in place for the S-400s,
of which two more batteries are
awaited. Buying more of these will,
in all probability, merely require an
extension of the existing deal. The
interest in Su-57 fighters, on the
other hand, has always been uncer-
tain. The Air Force had rejected
these years ago for a far larger radar
signalling system it has developed
indigenously. Besides, given that a
trade deal with the US, the largest
trading partner, remains impera-

tive, a great defence deal with Russia
always seemed a bit improbable.  

The Real Issue Of Trade
Fortunately, the longest section is on
trade. A country that accounts for
only 2% of its trade volume is not the
healthiest of relationships. This sec-
tion lists one significant commit-
ment, “to continue their consulta-
tions on enabling the interoperabili-
ty of the national payment systems,
financial messaging systems, as well
as central bank digital currency plat-
forms”. That's something, given that
neither side wants to pile up their
currencies with each other. This
need to bone up trade is a direct fac-
tor driving the discussions with the
Eurasian Economic Union on a Free
Trade Agreement. 
All that is nice. But remember that
Russia's own bilateral trade with
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan is in the low millions.
Indian companies would thus much
rather target Europe, if they turn to
actual manufacturing there.
Meanwhile, ventures in consumer
goods will benefit from an impres-
sive internet penetration of 92% in
Russia and the exit of prominent
brands.  Meanwhile, the Russian
enterprise software sector is grow-
ing fast, with domestic solutions
falling short of meeting demand.
This opens up an opportunity for
vendors from friendly countries,
especially India, to fill this promis-
ing niche. And the beauty of it is that
it doesn't need a physical trade route.

Improving Trade Routes
Even so, given the $59 billion trade
deficit between India and Russia, a
good route is indeed necessary.
There have been many positive
reports about the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC), which point to a rapid
growth in imports through this
route. However, this apparent ‘rise'
has yet to reflect in total figures.
That, in turn, will depend heavily on
whether Washington lifts its sanc-
tions on Iran or not (a temporary
waiver has been in place for
Chahbahar, which limits it to trade
with only Afghanistan). 
Then there is the remaining
Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime
Corridor, which reduces shipping
time between India's East Coast and
Russia's Far East from 40 to 24 days.
So far, that hasn't really led Indian
businesses to increase trade with the
Far North, given its sparse popula-
tion. But there is enough potential
for mineral wealth, including rare
earths, especially since Moscow has
thrown the market open to all. India
needs to move quickly to get into this
market before the Ukraine war ends
and American and European com-
panies troop in.  There is also the
Northern Sea Route, which ties into
a 2024 deal to develop ice-breaker
vessels at Mumbai's Mazagaon
Docks and other shipyards. Nothing
seems to have come of this, too, so
far. There is, however, an agreement
for ‘Training of Specialists' for ‘Ships
Operating in Polar Waters'. These
are highly tricky areas. 

But there is potentially more to all of
this. The recently ratified Reciprocal
Exchange of Logistics Support
(RELOS), which will grant Indian
naval and commercial vessels access
to all Russian ports, all of which lie
now towards the Arctic for refu-
elling and repairs and request
Russian icebreaker escorts through
icy passages. Russian officials have
said that the pact may eventually
give India access to more than 40
Russian naval and air bases, all the
way from Arctic waters to the
Pacific. Sure, that's in the future, but,
if materialised, it could certainly
make a difference.

Energy Gets Short Shhrift
The much awaited ‘energy' package
is short and to the point, though it
rather defiantly, notes ‘current and
potential' cooperation in the entire
range of oil and oil products, includ-
ing oil refining. Also, notwithstand-
ing a 30% drop in imports of oil from
Russia - mostly because profit mar-
gins have dropped due in part to use
of ‘ghost ships' in transport - it seems
both sides have an eye to the future. 
The good news, meanwhile, is that
Russia is going to expand nuclear
energy in India. The country per-
haps has the largest pie of nuclear
reactors. India, under its ‘Viksit
Bharat' vision, aims to generate a
total of 100 GW of power from
nuclear sources, a tenfold increase
from its current capacity of 8.8GW,
with the Russian collaboration on
the Kudankulam nuclear reactor
being just the beginning. 

Maintaining the inner world
amidst the glamor of the outer
world is the greatest balance in
life. Today's human being is con-
stantly in a race—a race to achieve
goals, a race to show off, and a race
to meet the expectations of others.
In this rush, what is most often
missed is one's own inner world.
Modern lifestyles have connected
us so much to the outside world
that we have lost time to be in
touch with ourselves. In such
times, "solitude" is no longer a lux-
ury but a necessity for mental and
spiritual health. This is the
moment when life gently tells us—
be inwardly alone, don't live aim-
lessly, meditate, and read good
books. Life's direction becomes
clear only when there is peace
within. Aimless wandering only
tires, not inspires. For the spiritu-
al journey, solitude is the lamp
that illuminates the depths of the
mind. Meditation and study are
two strong pillars that guide those
depths. Meditation gives stability,
and study provides breadth.
Together, they instill purpose, dis-
cipline, and creativity in life. It's

not necessary for humans to iso-
late themselves from society.
Humans are social creatures—
intermingling with others is a nat-
ural part of life. But the real prob-
lem arises when we become so
immersed in others that we lose
the opportunity to truly connect
with ourselves. Therefore, taking
an hour or two for ourselves every
day is not only a key to mental
health, but also a key to life man-
agement. This time awakens us,
washes away fatigue, and replen-
ishes our inner energy. Stay sepa-
rate, but stay grounded within—
this is the ideal balance. Enjoying
solitude isn't an escape. It's a
process of self-regeneration. It's
the peace that comes from sitting
in a corner and bringing the mind
back to its original rhythm. It's the
space where life's unanswered
questions begin to answer them-
selves. Thoughts are purified,
emotions are controlled, and goals
become clear. Despite so many
benefits, people fear solitude
because they haven't practiced sit-
ting with themselves. But the
truth is—only a person who is
happy with themselves can bring
happiness to others. But enjoying
solitude doesn't mean turning
away from society. A person's per-
sonality is complete when they
maintain a balance between soli-
tude and interaction. When you
meet others, do so with complete
love and friendship. Let your pres-
ence fill people's hearts with posi-
tivity; this is a spiritual practice;
and solitude is the foundation of
this practice. A person who is sta-
ble within becomes an inspiration
to others. People never forget see-

ing such a person; they remember
that they met a soul who sowed the
seeds of joy and love within them.
The biggest challenge today is that
despite living among people, peo-
ple are lonely within, and even
when alone, they are disconnected
from themselves. The glare of
social media, the constant flow of
information, and the burden of
external expectations keep the
mind so busy that a moment of
peace becomes rare. In such an
environment, solitude protects us
just as the shore protects a sailor
at sea. It becomes our anchor in
life's strong winds. Solitude gives
life balance. Meditation gives it
depth. Study gives it direction.
And love—that's what makes life
meaningful. When these four ele-
ments come together, life is no
longer just a game of external
achievements; it becomes a mean-
ingful journey. Society needs such
individuals—those who are calm
within and compassionate with-
out; those who strengthen the soul
in their lonely mornings and bring
a smile to the world in their crowd-
ed afternoons; those whose pres-
ence does not belittle people but
elevates them; those who have
humility in their words, compas-
sion in their hearts, and persever-
ance in their lives. The message is
clear—return within yourself.
Give direction to your life. Sit
alone for a while, but when you
meet the world, do so with love and
friendship. May people remember
you for lighting a small lamp of joy
and hope in their hearts. This is
the purpose of solitude—to first
illuminate yourself and then gen-
tly touch the world with that light.

editorial
The Little-Known Story Of How 

Russia Gave Sonia Gandhi Her Name -
And Changed Her Family's Fate

PPRIYANKA 
SAURABH
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New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modifelicitated the Top 12
winners of HT@100 My
Country, My Lens, a
nationwide photography
contest launched as part
of the Hindustan Times’
centenary. The ceremony
took place atHindustan
Times Leadership
Summit 2025, where the
Prime Minister presented
citations to the winning
photographers in the pres-
ence of Hindustan Times
Chairperson and Editorial
Director Shobhana
Bhartia. The HT@100 My
Country My Lens contest
invited citizens to share
how they see their coun-
try. The response was
overwhelming, with over
10,000 entries from more

than 30 cities across four
themes — Borders,
Rivers, Monuments, and
Communities of My
Country. 
“I believe it can become a
source of great strength
for photography in the
country,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said.
Shobhana Bhartia,
Chairperson and Editorial
Director of Hindustan

Times, said, “As
Hindustan Times marks
100 years, we wanted to
celebrate not just our own
milestone, but the collec-
tive stories of India and its
people.” A jury compris-
ing noted photographers
Rohit Chawla, Dhritiman
Mukherjee and Ajay
Aggarwal evaluated each
submission and selected
the Top 100 photographs.

Hyderabad: 09th
December, 2025: The
Government of
Telangana (GoT) and
Ridhira Group formalised
a Memorandum of
Understanding at the
Telangana Rising Global
Summit 2025 for the
development of a premi-
um branded hospitality
project in Yacharam,
which will serve as a key
anchor within the State’s
flagship Bharat Future
City vision. The project
carries a proposed invest-
ment of Rs 117 crore and
reflects the State’s focus
on attracting high value
hospitality and tourism
investments. Bharat
Future City is envisioned
as a smart, future-ready
urban hub near
Hyderabad, integrating
residential, commercial,
industrial, educational,
healthcare, and recre-
ational zones. It aims to
be a sustainable, net-zero
city that combines mod-
ern infrastructure, global
connectivity, and high-
quality urban planning.
The Yacharam hospitali-
ty project forms an inte-
gral part of this frame-

work, contributing to the
city’s vision of creating a
vibrant hub for business,
leisure, tourism, and
wellness. The develop-
ment will feature a 150
key premium hotel sup-
ported by two Food and
Beverage outlets and a
dedicated Wellness
Centre of 18,500 sq. ft. It
also includes 20 branded
luxury villas with sale
and lease-back options.

The integrated project is
designed to align with
international hospitality
standards and is expected
to generate more than 300
direct and indirect
employment opportuni-
ties over the next two
years, strengthening
Yacharam’s emergence as
a high potential hospitali-
ty and wellness destina-
tion. Expressing grati-
tude, Ritesh Mastipuram,

Founder and Managing
Director, Ridhira Group,
said,“We are honoured to
formalise this commit-
ment with the State and
to reinforce our long-term
vision. This MoU marks a
significant milestone in
our journey to redefine
luxury wellness hospitali-
ty in Telangana. With the
Government’s proactive
support and a structured
roadmap for implementa-

tion, we are committed to
building a landmark des-
tination that will enhance
Telangana’s position on
the global tourism and
wellness map.” The
Government of
Telangana will facilitate
all necessary project
clearances through the
Single Window
Mechanism, ensuring
expeditious approvals
and seamless execution.
The State, through this
mechanism, will support
timely execution, and
Ridhira Group will now
pursue formal agree-
ments and prepare a
Detailed Project Report,
detailing phased develop-
ment and operational
frameworks to ensure
timely and structured
delivery. The project
aligns with the Bharat
Future City framework,
the Telangana Tourism
Policy 2025 to 2030 and the
State’s long-term Vision
2047. It is positioned to
contribute to regional
economic activity and
strengthen Telangana’s
positioning in luxury hos-
pitality and wellness
tourism.

Mumbai, December 9, 2025:
CARE Ratings Limited, in
collaboration with the
National Stock Exchange of
India Limited (NSE), today
announced the pilot launch
of Past Risk and Return
Verification Agency
(PaRRVA), a first-of-its-kind
global initiative conceptu-
alised by SEBI. The pilot
was inaugurated by SEBI
Chairman Shri Tuhin
Kanta Pandey today. This
unique framework validates
risk-return metrics for
Investment Advisors,
Research Analysts, and
Trading Members, thereby
ensuring greater credibility,
compliance, and investor
trust. As India’s investor
base continues to grow,
PaRRVA is well-positioned
to become a key enabler of
transparent communication
of performance verification
in the securities market. By
subjecting every perform-
ance claim to independent
verification, this unique
framework helps investors
make more informed deci-
sions and builds greater
trust across the entire
investment ecosystem.
PaRRVA is designed to

bring transparency and
standardisation to perform-
ance claims made by finan-
cial intermediaries. It
ensures that all risk-return
metrics presented to
investors are independently
verified and compliant with
the verification methodolo-
gies developed in line with
recommendations from
Industry participants.
Intermediaries can submit
their recommendations
through secure API-based
integration or file uploads,
following which PaRRVA –
PDC conducts a comprehen-
sive validation and gener-
ates risk and return metrics.
Close to 50 different risk and
return matrices are comput-
ed based on transaction data
directly sourced from the
stock exchanges and clear-
ing corporations, which will
be disseminated to investors
via the PaRRVA platform.
Investors can also view the
reports by scanning QR
code or using a link direct-
ing investors to the official
PaRRVA portal. Shri Tuhin
Kanta Pandey, Chairman,
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI),
addressing the event men-

tioned that for investors,
PaRRVA gives clarity and
confidence. PaRRVA, in due
course, will provide
investors with credible per-
formance data related to
investment services offered
to them. For regulated enti-
ties, PaRRVA will provide a
platform to showcase gen-
uine performance to clients.
Investor transparency is the
cornerstone of sustainable
market development.
PaRRVA reaffirms SEBI’s
unwavering commitment to
keep India’s securities mar-
kets fair, transparent, order-
ly and resilient.
Sharing his view on the
PaRRVA launch, Shri
Ashishkumar Chauhan, MD
& CEO, National Stock
Exchange (NSE) said,
“PaRRVA is an important
SEBI-led step towards
strengthening transparen-
cy, standardisation and
investor confidence in per-
formance-related disclo-
sures. NSE is pleased to sup-
port this initiative by pro-
viding the PaRRVA Data
Centre (PDC), enabling the
framework to leverage
authenticated market data
for robust risk and return

verification. We believe this
will enhance trust in the
ecosystem and help
investors make more
informed decisions.”
Speaking at the event, Shri
Mehul Pandya, MD & Group
CEO, CARE Ratings
Limited said, “PaRRVA
brings a new level of trust,
discipline and transparency
to the financial advisory
space. Investors today
demand credibility, and
PaRRVA’s independent val-
idation framework ensures
they receive accurate, stan-
dardised and unbiased per-
formance information. This
initiative reinforces our
commitment to strengthen-
ing market integrity and
empowering investors with
reliable data.” PaRRVA
strengthens compliance by
preventing selective presen-
tation of returns, avoiding
client-specific claims and
ensuring that every metric
is backed by the required
disclosures. The platform’s
secure data architecture,
along with T+1 validation
for portfolios and end-of-day
checks for intraday strate-
gies, helps maintain both
accuracy and speed.

Mumbai, December 9,
2025: Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd., India’s
leading SUV manufac-
turer, today announced
the name of its next
major offering in the
premium SUV segment
— the XUV 7XO. 
Built on the legacy of the
XUV700, which disrupt-
ed the SUV segment in
India with over 300,000
proud owners in just
over four years, the XUV
7XO elevates everything
that made the XUV700 a
gamechanger. Crafted to
inspire and engineered
to excite, it combines the
proven strengths of the
XUV700 with superior
design, technology, com-

fort and performance —
delivering an SUV that's
not just evolved, but
truly extraordinary. 

Designed to
reinforce Mahindra’s
leadership in the premi-
um SUV space, the XUV
7XO is set to lead the
way again for the SUVs
of tomorrow. Name
Reveal Film:
https://www.youtube.co
m/watchv=9nBRLGfUm
zI Social Media
Addresses for Mahindra
XUV 7XO: ·       Brand
Website: Mahindra XUV
7XO ·       Twitter:
Mahindra XUV 7XO ·
YouTube: Mahindra
XUV 7XO ·       Facebook:
Mahindra XUV 7XO ·       

WWashington: The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) approved near-
ly $1.2 billion in new
financing for Pakistan,
giving the country a criti-
cal infusion of support as it
struggles to maintain
macroeconomic stability
amid severe flooding, ris-
ing inflation, and persist-
ent fiscal pressures.
According to an official
release, the IMF Executive
Board completed the sec-
ond review of Pakistan’s
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) and the first review
of its Resilience and
Sustainability Facility
(RSF), unlocking “about
US$1 billion” under the
EFF and “about US$200
million” under the RSF.
Total disbursements
under the two arrange-
ments now stand at “about
$3.3 billion.” Despite
“recent devastating
floods,” the Fund said
Pakistan’s “strong pro-
gram implementation”
had helped “maintain sta-
bility and improve financ-
ing and external condi-
tions.” The 37-month EFF,

approved in September
2024, aims to entrench sta-
bility, rebuild reserves,
broaden the tax base,
improve competitiveness,
reform state-owned enter-
prises, and restore energy-
sector viability. Fiscal con-
solidation has been a key
anchor. Pakistan recorded
a primary surplus of “1.3
percent of GDP” in FY25,
while gross reserves
climbed to “$14.5 billion at
end-FY25, up from $9.4 bil-
lion” the previous year.
Inflation remains elevated,
driven partly by flood-
related food price spikes, it
said. Nigel Clarke, IMF
Deputy Managing Director
and Acting Chair, said
Pakistan must maintain
“prudent policies” to
strengthen stability and
support “stronger, private
sector-led, and sustain-
able medium-term
growth.” He called the
government’s adherence
to its FY2026 primary bal-
ance target, even while
responding to flood relief,
“a strong signal of their
commitment to build fis-
cal policy credibility.” 

Mumbai, December 09, 2025:

Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modifelicitated  the  Top
12  winners  of  HT@100  My  Country,  My  Lens,  a

nationwide  photography  contest  launched  as  part  of
the  Hindustan  Times’  centenary.  
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Leadership  Summit  2025,  where  the  Prime  Minister
presented  citations  to  the  winning  photographers  in
the  presence  of  Hindustan  Times  Chairperson  and
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how  they  see  their  country.  
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Mumbai, December 9,
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Washington: 

Mumbai, December 09, 2025:
The Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) has
rolled out            AdWise, a
national consumer educa-
tion programme for school
children launched in
September, that is set to
improve advertising literacy
amongst children from
Grades 3 to 8 across several
cities in India over 15 to 18
months. Under the aegis of
ASCI Academy, the pro-
gramme aims to cover 1 mil-
lion students in 2,000 schools
across India via classroom
sessions by the end of 2026. It
has already covered more
than 1,14,000 students across
seven states and 240 schools.
It is designed to equip school
children with the critical
thinking skills needed to
identify, question and evalu-
ate advertising messages in
an increasingly digital
world. ASCI Academy tracks
improvement in advertising
literacy by measuring the
increase in the percentage of
students recognising and
comprehending ads, differ-
entiating ads from content,

and engagement metrics and
feedback quality of students,
teachers and parents. The
students were assessed
before and after the sessions
to understand the pro-
gramme’s impact. The pro-
gram shows significant
impact with a 59%-86%
increase in students correct-
ly answering questions
around advertising literacy
in the case of Grades 3-5 and
a 57%-95% for grades 6-8.
With the tagline ‘Smart Kids.
Smart Choices’, AdWise
addresses a crucial gap in
digital literacy education.
While today’s children are
digital natives, they often

lack the critical awareness
needed to navigate the seam-
less, subtle and immersive
advertising that permeates
their online and offline
worlds. The programme
aims to reduce their vulnera-
bility to misleading and
potentially harmful adver-
tisements. Children, an
important audience for
advertisers, are a key focus
area for ASCI. It is currently
working on an ethnographic
report that examines the
relationship that children
aged 7 to 15 (Gen Alpha) have
with media and advertising,
including how they identify,
classify and interpret com-

mercial messaging. Manisha
Kapoor, CEO and Secretary
General of ASCI, said:
“Children today are exposed
to advertising in ways that
are fundamentally different
from previous generations.
They don’t possess critical
cognitive abilities to navi-
gate advertising but they are
increasingly being exposed
online and in the real world
to marketing messages in
various forms. With chil-
dren being  an important
focus of ASCI, we are equip-
ping them, parents and
teachers to critically analyse
and understand advertis-
ing’s influence. Enabling
children this way fosters
responsible media consump-
tion and creates an informed
audience.” Following a suc-
cessful pilot phase, AdWise
is being  rolled out across
Delhi NCR, Mumbai, Pune,
Nagpur, Lucknow,
Varanasi, Indore, Bhopal,
Patna, Jaipur, Jodhpur and
Kolkata. The NGO School
Health Annual Report
Programme (SHARP) is
ASCI’s execution partner.

Building on Phase 1, ASCI
plans to expand AdWise to
additional states in Phase 2 –
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Punjab, Assam and
Karnataka – while deepen-
ing penetration in existing
markets. The one-hour inter-
active workshops are for two
groups: grades 3-5 and 6-8,
with age-appropriate con-
tent designed by ASCI
Academy. ?        Grades 3-5:
Decoding marketing mes-
sages in the media they con-
sume through an under-
standing of what is an ad,
understand that ads are
meant to persuade, identify
where and how they appear,
distinguish between ads and
content, think critically
about what ads promise,
understand the idea of
choice and influence. ?
Grades 6-8: Deep diving into
persuasive techniques,
influencer ads and online
safety with different forms
of ads, persuasive tactics,
case studies, The pro-
gramme features a wide
variety of classroom materi-
als and gamified content.

Prime Minister Narendra Modifelicitated the Top
12 winners of HT@100 My Country, My Lens, a

nationwide photography contest launched as part of
the Hindustan Times’ centenary. 

The ceremony took place atHindustan Times
Leadership Summit 2025, where the Prime Minister
presented citations to the winning photographers in
the presence of Hindustan Times Chairperson and

Editorial Director Shobhana Bhartia. The HT@100 My
Country My Lens contest invited citizens to share

how they see their country. 
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Ezra Sholl, 15, from
Melbourne, is quadriplegic
and says social media has
given him access to a com-
munity of like-minded peo-
ple. Ezra was diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma,
which triggered a rare nerve
condition that has paralysed
him. "I follow the NBA,
Australian rules football, I
follow movie accounts and
music accounts," he says
ahead of the ban coming into
effect. "Banning social
media will make my world
smaller," he tells me via
Facebook messenger.
(Facebook is one of the plat-
forms affected by the new
rules.) Social media
accounts connect him with
his friends, he says. "As a
young person with a disabil-
ity, taking away access to
social media has the poten-
tial to cause harm as well."
He agrees that social media
can cause harm to young

people, but "social media
companies owe a duty to
make their platforms safe.
The ban itself is a band aid
solution that doesn’t actual-
ly fix the issues". Two 15-
year-olds, Noah Jones and
Macy Neyland, backed by a
rights group, are arguing at
Australia's highest court

that the legislation robs
them of their right to free
communication. The Digital
Freedom Project (DFP)
announced the case had
been filed in the High Court
late last month. The advoca-
cy group argues teenagers
rely on social media for
information and associa-

tion, and a ban could hurt
the nation's most vulnerable
kids - young people with dis-
ability, First Nations youth,
rural and remote kids, and
LGBTQ+ teenagers. After
news of the case broke,
A u s t r a l i a ' s
Communications Minister
Anika Wells told parliament

the government would not
be swayed. "We will not be
intimidated by threats. We
will not be intimidated by
legal challenges. We will not
be intimidated by big tech.
On behalf of Australian par-
ents, we will stand firm," she
said. I've been speaking to 12-
year-old Paloma, who lives
in Sydney and says she is
"sad" about the ban. She
spends between 30 minutes
and two hours a day on
social media. "I'm upset...
because I am part of several
communities on Snapchat
and TikTok," she tells me.
"I've developed good friend-
ships on the apps, with peo-
ple in the US and New
Zealand, who have common
interests like gaming, and it
makes me feel more con-
nected to the world." Paloma
says she regularly talks
about the ups and downs of
her life with a boy of the
same age in New Jersey, in

the US, who she knows
through gaming and
TikTok. "I feel like I can
explore my creativity when
I am in a community online
with people of similar ages,"
she says. Everyone Paloma
knows is "a bit annoyed"
about the ban. By stopping
them from using social
media, she says "the govern-
ment is taking away a part of
ourselves". It's the moment
most teens have not been
waiting for - the day they’re
kicked off their social media
platform of choice.
Australia’s government is
proud of leading the world
with this legislation - mak-
ing it clear it’s siding with
parents, not platforms, by
trying to ensure kids are
kept safe online. People here
call it a ban - the government
prefers to use the word
delay, giving children more
time to grow up before being
let loose on social media. 

A key UN report on the
state of the global environ-
ment has been "hijacked"
by the United States and
other countries who were
unwilling to go along with
the scientific findings, the
co-chair has told the BBC.
The Global Environment
Outlook, the result of six
years' work, connects cli-
mate change, nature loss

and pollution to unsus-
tainable consumption by
people living in wealthy
and emerging economies.
It warns of a "dire future"
for millions unless there's
a rapid move away from
coal, oil and gas and fossil
fuel subsidies. But at a
meeting with government
representatives to agree
the findings.

Sudan's air force has
carried out bombings in
which at least 1,700
civilians have died in
attacks on residential
neighbourhoods, mar-
kets, schools and camps
for displaced people,
according to an investi-
gation into air raids in
the country's civil war.
The Sudan Witness
Project says it has com-
piled the largest known
dataset of military
airstrikes in the con-
flict, which began in
April 2023. Its analysis
indicates that the air
force has used unguided
bombs in populated

areas. The data focuses
on attacks by war-
planes, which only the
Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) is capable
of operating. Its rival,
the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF)
does not have aircraft.
It launches drone
strikes, but drones were
excluded from the
research. The RSF has
been internationally
condemned for alleged-
ly carrying out ethnic
massacres in Sudan's
western Darfur region,
triggering charges of
genocide by the United
States. 

Ukraine is preparing to pres-
ent a revised peace plan to
the White House, as it seeks
to avoid making territorial
concessions to Russia. Kyiv
is set to propose alternatives
after President Volodymyr
Zelensky again ruled out
surrendering land, saying
he had "no right" to do so
under Ukrainian or interna-
tional law. He made the com-
ments after meeting
European and Nato leaders
on Monday, part of a push to
deter the US from backing a
peace deal which includes
major concessions for
Ukraine, and which allies
fear would leave it vulnera-
ble to a future invasion. The
Ukrainian president told a
news conference his team
could send a new proposal to
the Americans as soon as
Tuesday, AFP news agency

reported. Zelensky's ongoing
diplomatic tour of Europe
follows intensive talks
between US and Ukrainian
negotiators over the week-
end which failed to produce
a deal to which Kyiv could
agree. On Sunday, Trump
indicated that he viewed
Zelensky as the main obsta-
cle to securing a peace deal,
something he has made a
key foreign policy goal and

which the president claimed
he would be able to achieve
rapidly during the 2024 pres-
idential election campaign.
He told reporters that Russia
was "fine" with the peace
plan outlined to both sides
by the US, but that he was a
"little disappointed that
Zelensky hasn't read it".
Almost simultaneously,
Zelensky said he was wait-
ing to briefed by his chief

negotiator Rustem Umerov
following three days of dis-
cussions with his US coun-
terparts in Miami. "Some
issues can only be discussed
in person," said Zelensky,
ahead of a meeting in
London attended by UK
Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer, French President
Emmanuel Macron and
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz. The summit
was widely viewed as a show
of support for Ukraine as it
seeks to resist White House
pressure. Trump called
Europe's leaders "weak" in
an interview with Politico
published on Tuesday. On
whether Europe could help
end Russia's war with
Ukraine, the US president
said: "They talk, but they
don't produce, and the war
just keeps going on and on. 

Simmering tensions
between Thailand and
Cambodia have once again
exploded along their shared
border, derailing a fragile
ceasefire backed by US
President Donald Trump. At
least three Thai soldiers and
seven Cambodian civilians
have been killed since
Monday, with the countries
accusing one another of
starting the violence. The
clashes, which have also
seen Thailand launch
airstrikes along the border,
are the most serious since
the ceasefire was agreed in
July. What is the border dis-
pute about? This is not a
recent dispute. The argu-
ment between Thailand and
Cambodia dates back more

than a century, when the
borders of the two nations
were drawn after the French
occupation of Cambodia.
Hostilities escalated in 2008,
when Cambodia tried to reg-
ister an 11th Century temple
located in the disputed area
as a Unesco World Heritage
Site. The move was met with

heated protest from
Thailand. Over the years
there have been sporadic
clashes, with soldiers and
civilians killed on both sides.
The latest tensions ramped
up in May, after a
Cambodian soldier was
killed in a clash. This
plunged relations between

the countries to their lowest
point in more than a decade.
In the run up to the first bout
of fighting in July, both
nations had imposed border
restrictions. Cambodia
banned imports from
Thailand, including fruit and
vegetables, power supplies
and internet services. Both
countries had also strength-
ened troop presence along
the border in recent weeks.
Why have border tensions
flared up again in December?
The two sides have given dif-
fering versions of what hap-
pened. On Monday 8
December, the Thai army
said its troops had responded
to Cambodian fire in
Thailand's Ubon
Ratchathani Province.

US lawmakers are trying
to pressure the Trump
administration to release
video of a controversial
"double-tap" military
strike by limiting Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth's
travel budget. The inci-
dent on 2 September, in
which the US carried out a
second deadly strike on a
boat in the Caribbean, has
raised fresh questions
about the legality of
Trump's campaign target-
ing alleged drug-carrying
vessels. A provision
buried in a lengthy
defence spending policy
would restrict travel funds
for Hegseth's office until
the Pentagon hands over
unedited footage. 
The bill is expected to pass
with support from both
parties. US President
Donald Trump says
release of the video is
something for Hegseth to
decide. Trump denied that
he had previously said he
would have "no problem"
with the footage being
made public - despite that
comment being made on
camera as recently as
Wednesday. The threat
from Congress to withhold

money from Hegseth's
travel budget has emerged
amid a clamour for infor-
mation from lawmakers
on both sides of the politi-
cal aisle. It is buried within
a 3,000-page draft bill that
is focused on approving
next year's defence spend-
ing. The annual bill autho-
rises nearly $901bn in
funding (£687m). The bill's
final wording, which was
first reported by Politico,
states that Hegseth's office
may spend no more than
three-quarters of the funds
made available for travel
for the year 2026 until it
meets certain require-
ments. These include an
obligation to give the
House and Senate armed
service committees all
"unedited video of strikes
conducted against desig-
nated terrorist organiza-
tions in the area of respon-
sibility of the United States
Southern Command". 
The wording nods to the
way Trump has charac-
terised his strikes on
boats in the Caribbean
and Pacific. He says they
are a matter of targeting
designated terrorist
organisations. 

Security has been tight-
ened across Tanzania
with police and military
seen patrolling major
cities ahead of anticipat-
ed anti-government
protests called to coincide
with independence day.
By midday local time
(09:00 GMT), however, no
demonstrations had
begun. Residents in Dar
es Salaam, Arusha,
Mbeya, Mwanza and sev-
eral other urban centres
reported an unusually
slow start to the day, with
many people choosing to
remain indoors amid
uncertainty over
whether protests would
happen. The demonstra-
tions were called to
demand political reforms
in the wake of October's

post-election unrest
which left an unknown
number of people dead.
The authorities have
admitted using force
against protesters, claim-
ing that some groups
were attempting to over-
throw the regime. On
Tuesday, BBC reporters
observed nearly empty
streets in the commercial
capital, Dar es Salaam.
This was a stark contrast
to the city's usual week-
day bustle. Although
quiet, the atmosphere
remained tense. In a state-
ment, police spokesper-
son David Misime
assured the public of their
safety and the protection
of their property, saying
the situation remained
calm nationwide. 

009 December 2025 New
Delhi – Sri Lanka remains
a welcoming and easily
accessible holiday desti-
nation for Indian trav-
ellers, and there is per-
haps no better time to
experience the island than
this upcoming holiday
season. SriLankan
Airlines, working closely
with tourism stakehold-
ers, continues to ensure
reliable access from India,
enabling visitors to enjoy
the island’s warmth, hos-
pitality and rich diversity
this Winter. Sri Lanka’s
diversity is best experi-
enced first-hand, as words
alone cannot capture the
vibrancy of its famed
coastal hotspots from
Colombo, Galle and
Negombo to Mirissa and
Weligama. Equally capti-
vating are the awe-inspir-
ing historical marvels
across the Cultural
Triangle, including the
Sigiriya Rock Fortress,
Dambulla, Polonnaruwa
and Anuradhapura.
SriLankan Airlines,
together with hotels, tour
operators and essential
travel services, is operat-
ing steadily with strong

support from tourism
authorities, offering
exceptional connectivity,
convenience and unfor-
gettable experiences for
every traveller. The air-
line operates regular serv-
ices from the nine Indian
cities of Chennai,
Mumbai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru,
Kochi, Trivandrum,
Madurai and
Tiruchirappalli, with
nearly 90-weekly flights.
This year, Indian tourists
accounted for 22% of all
inbound traffic to Sri
Lanka, with nearly 500,000
visitors arriving between
January and the first
week of December.
SriLankan’s overall net-
work covers 120 destina-
tions worldwide through
online and codeshare
operations, ensuring
smooth onward travel
from Colombo to the
Maldives, the Far East,
Europe, Australia and the
Middle East for leisure
trips, family visits, wed-
dings, MICE travel and
short-break holidays.
Dimuthu Tennakoon,
Head of Commercial at
SriLankan Airlines.

The EU has opened an
investigation into Google
over its artificial intelli-
gence (AI) summaries
which appear above search
results. The European
Commission said it would
examine whether the firm
used data from websites to
provide this service - and if
it failed to offer "appropri-
ate compensation" to pub-
lishers. It is also investigat-
ing how YouTube videos
may have been used to
improve its broader AI sys-
tems, and whether content
creators were able to opt-
out. A Google spokesper-
son said the probe "risks
stifling innovation in a
market that is more com-
petitive than ever".
"Europeans deserve to ben-
efit from the latest tech-

nologies and we will con-
tinue to work closely with
the news and creative
industries as they transi-
tion to the AI era," they
said. The EU's investiga-
tion will also cover
Google's AI Mode, which
gives people an answer in a
conversational style with
some links to other pages.

It is in addition to the tech
giant's existing search plat-
form - providing an experi-
ence similar to its rivals
such as ChatGPT. What is
AI and how does it work?
Google's introduction of its
AI Overview summaries
was met with concerns it
could result in fewer visi-
tors to websites. Without

people clicking on web
pages, sites generate less
money from advertising.
The Daily Mail previously
claimed the number of peo-
ple who clicked its links
from Google search results
fell by around 50% since
Google introduced its AI
Overview feature. The
Commission said it was
concerned both web pub-
lishers and YouTube video
creators were not being
compensated or given the
opportunity to opt-out of
their content being used to
train the company's AI
models. Ed Newton-Rex
from AI fairness campaign-
ers Fairly Trained said it
was "career suicide" for
people to not publish their
work on YouTube or
online. 
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Indian cricket team all-round-
er Hardik Pandya expressed
his anger on social media
after seeing paparazzi 'cross
the line' while taking pictures
and videos of his girlfriend,
Mahieka Sharma. In a power-
ful statement, Hardik hit out
at the paparazzi for what he
described as disrespectful
and intrusive photography of
his partner. The India all-
rounder, whose relationship
with Mahieka has been under
intense public scrutiny,
acknowledged that living in
the public eye comes with
attention, stating, "it's part of
the life I've chosen." However,
he asserted that a recent inci-
dent "crossed a line."  "I
understand that living in the
public eye comes with atten-
tion and scrutiny, it's part of
the life I've chosen. But today
something happened that

crossed a line," Hardik wrote
in an Instagram story.
"Mahieka was simply walk-
ing down a staircase at a
Bandra restaurant when paps
decided to capture her from
an angle that no woman
deserves to be photographed
from. A private moment was
turned into cheap sensation-
alism." In his post further,
Hardik asked for certain

boundaries to be respected as
every woman deserves digni-
ty. "This isn't about headlines
or who clicked what, it's
about basic respect. Women
deserve dignity. Everyone
deserves boundaries. To the
media brothers who work
hard every day: I respect your
hustle, and I always cooper-
ate. But I'm requesting you all
please be a little more mind-

ful. Not everything needs to
be captured. Not every angle
needs to be taken. Let's keep
some humanity in this game.
Thank you," he concluded.
Hardik Pandya and Mahieka
Sharma Relationship: Hardik
recently confirmed his new
relationship with model and
yoga trainer Mahieka. After
initial speculation sparked by
social media interactions and
shared travel sightings,
Pandya made the relation-
ship official in October 2025,
just before his 32nd birthday,
by posting intimate photos
and videos of the couple
enjoying a private beach get-
away and celebrating a puja
together. Mahieka Sharma,
a 24-year-old award-winning
model who has worked with
top designers and holds a
degree in Economics and
Finance.

SA20 is set to elevate its
world-class broadcast experi-
ence for Season 4, unveiling a
star-studded commentary
team featuring some of the
biggest names in global crick-
et. Robin Uthappa , one of
India's most respected T20
voices, returns to the panel
alongside global icons Dale
Steyn and Eoin Morgan .
Fans in India can catch every
moment of SA20 Season 4 live
on JioHotstar and Star Sports
Network, with the action
kicking off on 26th December.
As SA20 gears up for another
blockbuster season, viewers
can look forward to expert
analysis, high-quality story-
telling, and in-depth insights
from a powerhouse group of
analysts who bring decades of
international experience to
the commentary box. The
addition of Steyn—the great-

est fast bowler of his genera-
tion—and Morgan—the
visionary captain behind
England's white-ball revolu-
tion—significantly strength-
ens the analysis across all 34
matches. Their presence will
give fans an unparalleled
view into fast-bowling tactics,
leadership decisions, team
strategy, and match-defining
moments. Robin Uthappa ,

who was part of the broadcast
panel in the previous edition,
continues his association
with SA20. 
His insights, shaped by exten-
sive experience across the
IPL, international cricket,
and global T20 leagues, add a
valuable layer of perspective
during key batting phases,
pressure situations, and
momentum shifts. Leading

the international charge are
big hitters like former
England captain Kevin
Pietersen, the masterful
Indian batsman Robin
Uthappa, and the renowned
global voice of cricket, Mark
Nicholas. And adding their
invaluable expertise to the
mix is a legendary panel of
Proteas icons who know
these local conditions better
than anyone. Leading this
vital home-ground insight is
none other than AB de
Villiers, universally acknowl-
edged as one of the best, most
destructive hitters T20 crick-
et has ever seen. He is backed
by the strategic genius of JP
Duminy, the proven batting
prowess of Ashwell Prince,
the all-round firepower of
Chris Morris, and the pin-
point bowling expertise of
Vernon Philander . 

WWE icon John Cena will
take on Gunther in his
retirement match, sched-
uled to take place at
Saturday Night's Main
Event XLII on December 14,
2025 (IST). "The Ring
General" warned the 16-time
World Champion of their
clash at the Capital One
Arena in Washington D.C.
Gunther earned his opportu-
nity last week, beating LA
Knight in the final of the
'Last Time is Now' tourna-
ment on SmackDown on
Saturday. On Tuesday, the
former two-time world
champion talked about his
match on Sunday during the
latest episode of WWE Raw.
While he acknowledged that
Cena was the biggest sports
entertainer in history,
Gunther asserted that he is
the best wrestler of all time,
adding that he's not only
going to beat the 48-year-old,
but also break his spirit. "So
John, beating you on
Saturday is not enough for
me. I'm going to do some-
thing that nobody ever man-
aged before. I'm going to

break your spirit. I'm going
to push you around. I'm
going to bully you. I'm going
to drop you on your head
and then I'm going to wrap
my arms around your neck
and I'm going to squeeze. I'm
going to squeeze with every-
thing I have until the last bit
of hustle, loyalty, and
respect has left your body.
Until there's only one way
out. Until I force you to do
the one thing that you said
you'd never do. I'm going to
force you to give up," said
Gunther after kicking off
WWE Raw on Tuesday (IST).

After a year-long farewell
tour, with stops at
WrestleMania 41 and
SummerSlam along the way,
Cena's career-highlighted by
16 World Championships,
five U.S. Championship title
reigns, and two Royal
Rumble victories-will come
to an emotional close. Cena,
48, has enjoyed a wonderful
year so far. He is known for
his in-ring technique, chari-
ty work outside the ring, and
his longevity. He began his
retirement tour, finishing as
runner-up to Jey Uso at the
'Royal Rumble' in February. 

Mumbai cricket has given
the Indian national team sev-
eral top cricketers. From
Sunil Gavaskar to Sachin
Tendulkar to Rohit Sharma,
many of them went on to
become global cricket icons.
There were, however, some
who, despite being supremely
talented, could not play for a
long duration for the national
team. Salil Ankola is among
those players. The tall pacer
made his Test debut in 1989
against Pakistan in Karachi,
in the same Test match as
Tendulkar. He went on to
play 20 ODIs and also became
a BCCI selector. However, he
could not feature for the team
on a consistent basis after
injuries hampered his career.
Ankola, who has acted in
nine movies, including two
with Sanjay Dutt, said that in
1997 he was in despair. "I
started drinking quite a bit in
despair. Despair means your
whole life you want some-
thing, when you're in the best
form of your life... In 1997, I
was in the best form of my life

and suddenly I was injured.
Srinath was injured, Manoj
Prabhakar had gone, Kapil
Paji had retired. So, I was
there in the front and sudden-
ly everything just disappears
in a flash," Salil said on Vicky
Lalwani's YouTube channel.
"And you won't believe, from
1999 or 2000 till 2011, I didn't
watch a single match. I've not
seen Virender Sehwag play-
ing. I've not seen Virat Kohli
debuting. I've not watched
Zaheer Khan bowling. I've
not seen Ajit Agarkar bowl-

ing. My own friends have not
seen them playing. Why? I
just didn't want to see cricket
anymore."
He went on to elaborate on

that phase of his life: "I didn't
choose to drink how much I
drank; it happened over the
years. If I was up for 24 hours,
then I would be drinking for
24 hours. That was my way of
escapism. They tried to stop
me, but then it's up to an indi-
vidual. Maybe I was not
ready to stop then. I have
been to many rehabs, tried to

give up alcohol many times,
but it wasn't happening,
despite my wanting to," said
Salil. "God has been kind. I
shouldn't have been alive. I
would have been dead in 2014
itself. I was in ICU, three
times given up for dead." He
went on to say how his family
and wife Ria supported him
and helped him return to nor-
mal life. Sachin Tendulkar on
Tuesday recalled former
India player Gursharan
Singh's gesture of walking
out at No. 10 with a broken
hand only to help him score a
valiant 103 for the Rest of
India in their Irani Cup
match against Delhi in 1989-
90. A rampant Delhi crushed
the Rest of India by 309 runs
in the contest played at the
Wankhede Stadium, where
Tendulkar waged a lone bat-
tle, scoring 103, with former
India opener WV Raman's 41
being the other noticeable
performance. Struggling at
209 for nine in pursuit of a
mammoth target of 554, the
former India, Delhi, and

Punjab player Gursharan
walked out at No. 10 with a
broken hand to support
Tendulkar as the two added
another 36 runs for the final
wicket. ROI were bowled out
for 245. “As they say, promis-
es are meant to be kept. I feel
I'll go a step further and say
that promises are meant to be
kept, but also meant to be
delivered... and that is what is
our DNA,” Tendulkar
recalled. “I can recall an inci-
dent... a long way back in 1989
when I was playing the Irani
Trophy. This was a trial
match before one got selected
for India. I was batting in the
90s, and my partner,
Gursharan Singh, had an
injury — a broken hand —
and he wasn't supposed to
bat. “But he was asked by the
chairman of the selection
committee, Raj Singh
Dungarpur, to go out and bat
and support his teammate.
Gursharan came and helped
me reach my hundred, and I
got selected to play for India
after that. 

Jasprit Bumrah will be
back in India colours for
the T20I series against
South Africa starting
Tuesday. Beginning with
the first T20I against South
Africa, India will play 10
T20Is before the T20 World
Cup in February-March.
Bumrah's role will be cru-
cial in the marquee event.
He not only brings experi-
ence but also knows what it
takes to win a World Cup.
Bumrah stands on the cusp
of some historical mile-
stones. First up, Bumrah is
in line to become India's
second bowler after left-
arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
to claim a century of T20I
wickets for India. In 80
T20Is, he has taken 99
scalps at an average of

18.11, with best figures of
3/7. At the top is Arshdeep
(105 in 68 matches). With
this, he will become the
first-ever Indian bowler to
have at least 100 wickets in
all formats of the game.
Also, he is 18 wickets away
from becoming the eighth
Indian bowler to reach 500
wickets across all formats.

In 221 matches, Bumrah
has taken 482 wickets at an
average of 20.60, with best
figures of 6/19, 13 four-fors
and 18 five-wicket hauls to
his name. After a humiliat-
ing 0-2 whitewash loss in
the Test series-their second
in back-to-back years at
home after the defeat
against New Zealand-and

following it up with a 2-1
series win in an exciting
trilogy of ODIs, 
Team India under
Suryakumar Yadav and
Gautam Gambhir, who
have been unstoppable and
are yet to drop a series in
T20s, will be aiming to
ramp up preparations for
the home T20 World Cup
with a massive series win
over the Proteas, a side
filled with experience and
youthful excitement in
equal measure. Former
Indian cricketer Parthiv
Patel highlighted Bumrah's
impact, Hardik Pandya's
role, and Abhishek
Sharma's form ahead of the
five-match T20I leg between
India and South Africa
starting December 9. 

Former India all-rounder
Ravichandran Ashwin puz-
zled fans on social media
after he posted a picture of
Bollywood actress Sunny
Leone on his official X (for-
merly Twitter) handle. On
Tuesday, the veteran crick-
eter shared a two-image col-
lage which featured a pic-
ture of Sunny Leone on one
side, while the other show-
cased a view of Chennai's
Sadhu Street. While
Ashwin's post had some
fans scratching their heads,
a few managed to decipher
the logic behind the 37-year-
old's latest activity. For con-
text, Ashwin's post was a
cheeky shoutout to Tamil
Nadu all-rounder Sunny
Sandhu, who recently made

his T20 debut in the ongoing
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.
On Monday, Sandhu deliv-
ered a match-winning
cameo in the match against
Saurashtra at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. Playing just
his second match for Tamil

Nadu, Sunny smashed 30
runs off just 9 balls in a cru-
cial 37-run partnership with
Sai Sudharsan (101* off 55),
helping his side to seal the
win. As pointed out by the
fans, Ashwin's post was a
shoutout to the 22-year-old
uncapped all-rounder.

Sunny Sandhu has regis-
tered for the IPL 2026 mini
auction, and the all-rounder
could be in demand follow-
ing Ashwin's post. He has
base price for Rs 30 lakh.
Earlier in the match,
Jaydev Unadkat and Chetan
Sakariya had left TN reeling
at 29 for 3, chasing 183, with
Sai Sudharsan left to mount
a one-man rescue mission.
With partners drying up, he
unleashed a blistering 28-
ball fifty, ripping the ball to
all corners with his trade-
mark flicks, pulls, cuts, and
drives. The league stage of
the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy concluded on
Monday, with teams con-
firming their slots in the
Super League. 

Fast bowler Mark Wood
has been ruled out of
England's Ashes tour and
replaced in the squad by
Matthew Fisher. Wood
only returned to action in
the first Test in Perth
after eight months out fol-
lowing knee surgery. The
35-year-old subsequently
suffered swelling in the
same left knee and was
forced to miss the second
Test. England were ini-
tially hopeful he could
play a part in the remain-
ing three Tests, but the
Durham man is now due
to go home at the week-
end. "Gutted to be out the
remainder of the Ashes,"
wrote Wood in a post on
Instagram. "After exten-
sive surgery and months
of work and rehab to get
back into the Test arena,
my knee just hasn't held
up. "None of us expected

this. I came here with
high expectations about
making a big impact. I'm
desperately disappointed
that despite yet more
injections and intensive
medical treatment it has
become clear that the
flare up in my knee is
worse than feared. "I'm
really sorry that has left
me unable to perform as
expected but it is not for
want of trying." However,
he said he will attempt to
make another comeback.
"Whatever happens I will
continue to push the lim-
its to get back again,"
Wood added. "It has been
a tough road these past
few months but I remain
determined to give it
another proper go. "I still
believe we can turn
things around. Never
give in. Come on
England." 

A superstar in Indian
women's cricket, Smriti
Mandhana announced the
heartbreaking news of her
wedding being called off on
Sunday, confirming that
she and Palash Muchhal
have gone their separate
ways, after nearly tying the
knot on November 23. As
Mandhana resumes crick-
eting practice, ahead of
Team India's T20I series
against Sri Lanka later this
month, an old interview of
hers has resurfaced in
which the cricketer talked
about moving on from low
times. Mandhana has crick-
et to thank for the way she
went on to nurture her per-
sonality. Just like in crick-
et, where there's always the
next game to look forward
to, Mandhana tries to focus
on the next task at hand
whenever she feels low.
Speaking to Humans of
Bombay three years ago,
she had said: "It's pretty

easy for me. I have short-
term goals. Say if I feel low
today, I will just start writ-
ing what I have to work on
for the next six days or for
the next seven days, in my
batting or in my fitness. So
once I start doing that, I just
forget what's happening. I
just focus on what I have to
do." "So when I change my
headspace into what I have
to do in the next 6-7 days, I
don't know, 
I just feel like there's so
much to look forward to,"
she added. After being
made to face arguably the
biggest setback in her per-
sonal life, Mandhana is try-
ing to muster up the
courage to start from
scratch again. "You have to
always start your day as a
new day because you start
your innings on zero, even
if you score a hundred," she
had said in the video. "So
that's the biggest takeaway
from what I have learnt. 

'DRANK FOR 24 HOURS, SHOULD'VE DIED':
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ZEE5, a platform that has
steadily redefined the land-
scape of Telugu storytelling
with bold and original voic-
es, has unveiled the trailer of
Nayanam, a daring new
series that fuses psychologi-
cal tension with an inventive
sci-fi edge. Headlined by
Varun Sandesh and
Priyanka Jain, the series is
set to stream from December
19. The trailer was launched
at a packed Hyderabad event
where the team spoke about
the ambition behind bring-
ing such a unique concept to
Telugu OTT. “Meet Nayan -
the man who can watch your
present like a lens-feed,” sets
the central hook of the
series, hinting at a world
where perception becomes
dangerous and human
curiosity spirals into unset-
tling territory. Directed by
Swathi Prakash
Mantripragada, Nayanam
marks Telugu OTT’s first
attempt at merging a psycho-
logical thriller with a sci-fi
premise. The trailer launch
event brought the entire
team together, each sharing
their journey and emotional
connection with the series.
Music director Ajay
Arasada ; recalled the

moment he first heard the
storyline, “Swathi narrated
something I had never
encountered in Telugu OTT.
The moment I heard it, I
knew the music needed to
carry a sense of mystery and
unease. I didn’t want to ‘com-
pose’ as much as ‘respond’ to
the psychology of the charac-
ters. Every cue was shaped
with that intention.” Editor
Venkat; described the proj-
ect as deeply satisfying.

“Stories like this don’t come
often. The rhythm had to feel
like slipping into someone’s
mind. Each cut had to push
the story deeper into psycho-
logical territory, and work-
ing on that felt beautiful.”
Cinematographer Shoaib
Siddiqui ; spoke about cap-
turing the series’ unsettling
visual language. “Swathi
had a very clear idea of how
the world of Nayan should
look - grounded, eerie, yet

emotionally readable. The
entire SRT team supported
us so much. Viewers will feel
pulled in from the first
frame.” Actor Ali Reza
;opened up with emotional
honesty about his career
phase. “There was a time
when films weren’t coming,
and even the ones that came
weren’t moving forward. I
went back to my family busi-
ness. Life was stable but
something inside felt unfin-

ished. Then, within one
month, two offers came. One
of them was Nayanam.
Playing a police officer here
was refreshing. Swathi stood
by me throughout.
Anuradha garu has support-
ed me for years, whenever I
asked for a chance, she never
hesitated. This series
reminded me why I became
an actor twenty years ago.”
Senior Vice President of
OAP & Commissioning Zee
Telugu & Telugu Zee5
Jayanth Raghavan
.expressed confidence say-
ing “Swathi narrated the
story to us and we instantly
knew this was a quality proj-
ect. ZEE5 is committed to set-
ting new benchmarks, and
Nayanam is one of those rare
scripts that immediately sig-
nals its potential.” Vice
President of Telugu Original
Content for Telugu ZEE.
placed the series within
ZEE5’s 2025 slate, “We are
closing the year with two
strong originals, The Great
Pre-Wedding Show and
Nayanam. This series brings
a point Telugu audiences
haven’t experienced on OTT.
When Swathi narrated it last
year, we knew it was some-
thing new. 

The makers of Toxic: A
Fairy Tale for Grown-
Ups have officially
kicked off the countdown
to its grand release on
March 19, 2026, with
exactly 100 days remain-
ing. The film, already
one of the most anticipat-
ed releases of 2026, con-
tinues to generate buzz
with each update. To
heighten the excitement,
the team has revealed a
powerful new poster
showcasing Rocking Star
Yash in an intense
avatar. In the poster,
Yash presents a sexy,
rugged look while posing
in a bloody bathtub, flex-
ing his chiselled biceps.
Although his face is not
visible, he gazes outside,
illuminated by a streak
of light. His body is
adorned with tattoos,
delivering a perfect
badass vibe that hints at
his character. Fans have
been eagerly praising
this striking image.
Toxic is set to release
during a significant fes-
tive period, overlapping
with Gudi Padwa, Ugadi,
and Eid, which offers a
strong four-day holiday
box-office window. Along
with the poster, the team

spotlighted the accom-
plished technicians
shaping the film’s ambi-
tious vision. The cine-
matography is led by
National Award winner
Rajeev Ravi, while the
music is composed by
Ravi Basrur, known for
his previous collabora-
tion with Yash on KGF.
Ujwal Kulkarni oversees
the editing, and TP Abid
is in charge of produc-
tion design. Bringing an
international touch,
Hollywood action direc-
tor JJ Perry—celebrated
for his work on John
Wick along with
National award winning
action director Anbariv
have crafted some of the
film’s most significant
action sequences.
Written by Yash and
Geetu Mohandas and
Directed by Geetu
Mohandas, Toxic has
been filmed simultane-
ously in English and
Kannada and will also be
dubbed in Hindi, Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam, and
more. The film is being
produced by Venkat K.
Narayana and Yash
under KVN Productions
and Monster Mind
Creations.

“Drive” stars Aadi
Pinishetty in the lead,
with Madonna Sebastian
playing the female lead.
The film is produced by
V. Anand Prasad under
the Bhavya Creations
banner and directed by
Jenuse Mohammed. The
promotional material
impressed everyone and
today makers unveiled
the trailer. The trailer
introduces Praja Media
Corporation, a well-
known media house in
South India. Its head,
Jay played Aadi
Pinishetty, is preparing
to move to London with
his fiancée played by
Madonna Sebastian. At
this point, a hacker infil-
trates the company’s
accounts. He keeps track
of Jay’s every move and
threatens to kill him.
The hacker starts expos-
ing all confidential mat-
ters of Praja Media
Corporation online,
dragging the company’s
image and honour into
chaos. Jay decides to put
an end to the hacker who
is playing with both his
personal and profession-
al life. The trailer raises
intriguing questions—
who is the hacker, and
did Jay manage to catch

him? The cut is gripping,
filled with action, emo-
tion, and thrilling ele-
ments. Cast: Aadi
Pinishetty, Madonna

Sebastian, Raja
Chembolu, Kamal
Kamaraju, Aneesh
Yohannan Kuruvilla,
and others.

Under the presentation of
Jeevitha Badugu, on the
banner of Ekari Films, the
film “Ohh!” is being made
with Raghu Ram as the hero
and Shruti Shetty, Naina
Pathak as the heroines. The
film is directed by
Satyanarayana Ekari, who
has previously directed sev-
eral movies. It has been pro-
duced with high ambition.
The shooting took place in
beautiful locations like
Kashmir, Kullu–Manali,
Agra, Delhi, Goa,
Hyderabad, and Warangal.
All production work has
been completed, and the
film is set for release on
December 19. On this occa-
sion: Film presenter and
BRR Groups head, Mrs.
Jeevitha Badugu, said: “In
our business, we deliver
excellent quality to our cus-
tomers. In the same way, we
are now bringing the Ohh
movie to the audience with
that same level of quality.”
D i r e c t o r – p r o d u c e r
Satyanarayana Ekari said:
“With the experience of pro-
ducing five films, we created
this movie in a completely
new genre, taking chromo-
phobia as the central theme.
We shot the entire film in
the Kashmir region. We are
releasing the film on the
19th of this month.” Hero
Raghu Ram said: “I’m com-
ing before you all with Ohh.

This film presents a beauti-
ful love story never before
seen on the silver screen. I
personally did a lot of
research to write the story,
screenplay, and dialogues
for my first film. I will defi-
nitely make you all say ‘Ohh
Ohh.’ This film is as pure as
the Himalayas where Lord
Shiva Himself resides.”
Heroine Shruti Shetty said:

“The title is impressive, and
the film is equally good. The
Kashmir snow mountains,
especially the camera work
and the story, are excellent.
It naturally makes you want
to watch the film.” Heroine
Naina Pathak said: “The
film has everything today’s
youth look for, including
romance. You will definitely
enjoy it.”

Dr. Rajasekhar, who recent-
ly returned to the silver
screen after a long hiatus,
has reportedly sustained a
serious leg injury while
shooting for his upcoming
film. The incident occurred
on November 25th during
an action-related sequence
in Medchal, resulting in
multiple fractures to his
ankle. According to unit
sources, the actor suffered a
right ankle bimalleolar dis-
location with a compound
fracture, a severe injury
typically associated with
high-impact trauma. He
was immediately taken for
medical evaluation, where
doctors recommended
urgent surgical interven-
tion to prevent further com-
plications. Rajasekhar sub-
sequently underwent a
major surgery lasting near-
ly three hours. The proce-
dure involved: Right ankle
open reduction and internal
fixation (ORIF) with K-
wires for the lateral malleo-
lus. Open reduction and
internal fixation using can-
nulated cancellous screws
and a semi-tubular plate for
the medial malleolus.
Trans-fixation of the tibia
using a wire passed through

the calcaneum and talus
Despite the complexity of
the procedure and the
intense pain he endured,
the surgery was successful,
and the actor is currently in
recovery. Doctors have
advised three to four weeks
of strict rest, stressing that
his injured leg must remain
immobile during the crucial
initial healing phase.
Consequently, Dr.
Rajasekhar will stay away
from film shoots for some

time and is expected to
resume work in January
2026, depending on his
recovery progress.
Interestingly, this is not the
first time Dr. Rajasekhar
has faced such a setback. On
November 15, 1989, he suf-
fered a similar left-leg
injury during the shooting
of his film Magadu, once
again highlighting his long-
standing dedication to per-
forming demanding action
sequences. 

Naresh Agastya and Faria
Abdullah are playing the lead
pair in the upcoming film
“Gurram Papireddy.”
Presented by Dr. Sandhya
Goli, the film is produced by
Venu Saddi, Amar Bura, and
Jayakanth (Bobby). Director
Murali Manohar has crafted
this film with a unique con-
cept in the dark-comedy
genre — something Telugu
cinema hasn’t witnessed
before. With all production
formalities completed,
Gurram Papireddy is gearing
up for a worldwide theatrical
release on December 19. The
team launched the ‘Paisa
Dum Dum’ song in
Hyderabad today. Speaking
at the event: Actor Jeevan
Kumar “I’ve always tried to
take up different roles in my
career. In this film, I played a
key character designed with

very unique costumes and
attitude. When the director
narrated the story, I immedi-
ately felt it would be a new
milestone in my career. The
film has come out exception-
ally well. We are arriving in
theatres on December 19 — I
request everyone to watch
and support us.” Actor
Rajkumar Kasireddy

“Gurram Papireddy is a com-
pletely fresh experience for
audiences. With very little
time left for release, we
request media friends to help
us take this film to the mass-
es. The movie has turned out
far better than we expected.
The song you’ve seen today is
just 20%; the full song is even
better. We will soon be bring-

ing you the official trailer.”
Producer Jayakanth (Bobby)
“Media friends are the true
guests of this event. We
strongly believe that Telugu
audiences always support
good content. Along with me,
Sandhya, Venu, and Amar
have produced this film, but
since they are in the US, they
couldn’t attend. 

Omsheel Productions, led by
Dollye Tomar in Mumbai
and Khurram Syed in the
USA, believes that some sto-
ries are not just told ,they are
felt. Their latest documen-
tary, “Ziindaagi in Two
Shades,” is one such journey
that doesn’t stay on the
screen; it settles quietly in the
heart. “Ziindaagi in Two
Shades” will premiere on
14th December 2025 at 5:00
PM, LV Prasad Film Lab,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad. At
the centre of this film is
Iftekhar Sharif, the first

Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI). His life is not just
about travelling from India to
America, it is about carrying
two homes in one soul. It is
about leaving behind streets
that shaped you and stepping
into a land that tests you. His
story reminds us that dis-
tance can separate bodies,
but it can never divide mem-
ories, identity, or love for
one’s roots. The film is direct-
ed by Rajneeshh Dubey,
whose sensitive vision brings
truth and texture to every
frame.It is produced by
Khurram Syed, Kalpana
Rajput, and Dollye Tomar,
and edited by Devu Namdev,
giving the documentary its
emotional rhythm and voice.
Every moment feels lived
and real the joy of achieve-
ment, the ache of leaving
home, and the silent pride of
being Indian no matter
where life takes you.

UNDER THE PRESENTATION OF JEEVITHA
BADUGU, ON THE BANNER OF EKARI FILMS,

THE FILM “OHH!” IS BEING MAADE WITH
RAGHU RAM AS THE HERO AND SHRUTI

SHETTY, NAINA PATHAK AS THE HEROINES.

Highlights


