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CHENNAI I BENGALURU I HYDERABAD I VIJAYAWADA I KOCHIOM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

17-12-2025
Total pilgrims:  66,389
Tonsures: 24,956
Hundi kanukalu: 3.81 CR 
Waiting Compartments...27

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens)..12 H

Trump in White House 
speech announces USD 1,776 

bonus for US troops

Shubman Gill reaches 
Ahmedabad with Team 
India for 5th T20I against 
South Africa

SPORTS I NEWSWORLD I NEWSCodeine cough syrup scam started in UP, govt 
shielding culprits: Akhilesh

ININBRIF
Gold inches up, 
silver crosses 
Rs 2 lakh mark

TDP defends 
renaming of MNREGA

Mehbooba Mufti 
objects to BSF land 
allotment

NEW DELHI : Gold and sil-
ver prices showed 
mixed trends on 
Thursday, with gold 
recording a marginal 
rise in the domestic spot 
market, while silver 
surged past the Rs 2 
lakh per kilogram level.

Data from the India 
Bullion Jewellers 
Association (IBJA) 
showed that the price of 
24-karat gold increased 
by Rs 157 to Rs 1,32,474 
per 10 grams.

Similarly, 22-karat 
gold edged higher to Rs 
1,21,346 per 10 grams, 
while 18-karat gold was 
priced at Rs 99,356 per 
10 grams.

Silver prices wit-
nessed a sharper uptick 
compared to gold. The 
precious metal climbed 
by Rs 1,479 to Rs 2,01,120 
per kilogram, crossing 
the Rs 2 lakh milestone 
in the domestic market.

AMARAVATI: Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) defended 
renaming MGNREGA as 
VB-G RAM G, saying it 
reflects new economic real-
ities.TDP MP Lavu Sri 
Krishna Devarayalu said 
that rural employment pro-
grammes have existed 
since 1969 in multiple 
forms and iterations, long 
before MNREGA was intro-
duced in 2005.

He was speaking in Lok 
Sabha during the discussion 
on Viksit Bharat – 
Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
(VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025, 
which seeks to repeal the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 
2005.The TDP parliamentary 
party leader said that over 
the decades, schemes such 
as the Rural Employment 
Programme, Jawahar 
Rozgar Yojana, and Jawahar 
Gram Samriddhi Yojana 
eventually culminated in 
MNREGA.

SRINAGAR (TSIT): PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti on 
Thursday asked Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
to reconsider allotting 
“fertile” land to the BSF 
for setting up a security 
camp in Pulwama dis-
trict. “This is fertile land 
located in the middle of 
the village. It should not 
be given to the BSF for 
establishing a camp as 
the livelihoods of many 
people are attached to 
this land,” Mufti told 
reporters after visiting 
Pochal village in 
Pulwama.

The former chief min-
ister was accompanied 
by the party’s Pulwama 
MLA, Waheed Para. 
“Omar Abdullah is the 
chief minister, and he 
should intervene to pro-
tect the interests of the 
people. The BSF can be 
given infertile land,” 
Mufti said, adding that 
she will also raise the 
issue with the defence 
minister.

CM Naidu honoured 
with ‘Business Reformer 

of the Year’ award

AMARAVATI (TSIT): Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has been conferred 
with the prestigious ‘Business Reformer 
of the Year’ award by leading business 
daily The Economic Times, marking a 
significant national recognition of his 
reform-oriented governance. The 
announcement was made by State IT 
and Human Resources Development 
Minister Nara Lokesh through a post on 
X (formerly Twitter).

Expressing happiness over the hon-
our, Lokesh described the award as a 
moment of pride not just for their fam-

ily but for the entire state of Andhra 
Pradesh. “Very few leaders have 
steered India’s reform journey with 
such clarity, courage and consistency,” 
he said in his post.

Lokesh noted that the award stands as 
a testimony to the confidence reposed in 
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu’s 
reforms and the pace of his governance. 
Observers see the honour as a major 
national-level acknowledgment of the 
Chief Minister’s vision and the wide-
ranging reforms implemented under 
his leadership.

Minister Nara Lokesh expresses delight; award 
announced by The Economic Times

Revanth challenges KCR to debate 
Krishna-Godavari water sharing

HYDERABAD TSIT: Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday 
dared BRS president and 
former Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekhar Rao 
(KCR) to face a public 
debate on the alleged 
injustice done to 
Telangana in the sharing 
and utilisation of 
Krishna and Godavari 
river waters during the 
10-year BRS rule.

Addressing a press
conference at his resi-
dence, the Chief Minister 
said the Congress gov-
ernment was ready to 
convene a special session 
of the Telangana 
Legislative Assembly at 
any time to discuss 
water-sharing issues and 
place evidence on the 
floor of the House to 
prove how the previous 
government had compro-
mised Telangana’s right-
ful share.

“I am directly chal-

lenging KCR to write a 
letter in his capacity as 
Leader of the Opposition. 
We are prepared for a 
special Assembly session 
and an open discussion 
on who committed injus-
tice to Telangana in 
Krishna and Godavari 
waters,”Revanth Reddy 
said, accusing the former 
Chief Minister of betray-
ing the State’s interests.

 Chief Minister said 
the Congress defeated 
KCR when he was active 
in politics, and now he 
was no longer playing 
an active role. He assert-
ed that the People’s 
Government would 

expose the alleged fail-
ures of the previous 
regime with facts and 
records. Revanth Reddy 
also stated that the gov-
ernment was ready to 
discuss the proposal for 
42 per cent reservations 
for Backward Classes in 
a democratic manner in 
the Assembly and move 
forward accordingly.

Referring to the chang-
es proposed by the Centre 
to the rural employment 
scheme, the Chief 
Minister alleged that the 
BJP-led Union 
Government was con-
spiring to weaken the 
Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS). He 
said the Congress alone 
would safeguard the 
democratic spirit and 
welfare orientation of the 
country.

Expressing confidence 
that the Congress would 
retain power with a two-
thirds majority in the 
next Assembly elections,  
Revanth Reddy said the 
mandate in the recent 
Gram Panchayat elec-
tions reflected the per-
formance of the People’s 
Government. 

He stated that 
Congress won 7,527 pan-
chayats and Congress 
rebels won in 808, togeth-
er accounting for victo-
ries in 8,335 panchayats, 
or about 66 per cent of 
the total 12,702. The BRS 
and BJP together 
secured 33 per cent, 
while the Left parties 
won about one per cent.

202 Indians recruited into 
Russian Army: Centre in RS
NEW DELHI (TSIT) : As many 
as 202 Indian nationals have 
been recruited into the 
Russian armed forces since 
2022, with 26 reported fatali-
ties and seven missing, the 
Centre informed the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday. The dis-
closure came in response to 
a question from Trinamool 
Congress MP Saket Gokhale 
and Congress MP Randeep 
Singh Surjewala on the repa-
triation of Indians allegedly 
forced or illegally recruited 
to fight in the Russia-
Ukraine war.

Minister of State for 
External Affairs Kirti 
Vardhan Singh said concert-
ed diplomatic efforts by 
India have led to the early 
discharge of 119 Indian 
nationals, while 50 individu-
als are still awaiting release 
from the Russian Army.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) remains in con-
tinuous engagement with 
Russian authorities to ensure 
their safety, well-being and 
early return, he added. The gov-

ernment also confirmed that 26 
Indians have lost their lives in 
the conflict, while seven are 
reported missing as per infor-
mation shared by the Russian 
side.Of the deceased, the mortal 
remains of 10 Indian nationals 
have been repatriated to India, 
while two were cremated local-
ly in Russia with assistance 
from the Indian Mission.

“The Ministry has provid-
ed assistance in repatriation 
of mortal remains of 10 
deceased Indian nationals to 
India, and local cremation of 
two deceased Indian nation-
als,” the MoS said.“DNA sam-
ples of family members of 18 
Indians, who were reported 
dead or missing, have been 
shared with the Russian 
authorities in an effort to help 
establish the identity of some 
of the deceased Indian nation-
als,” he added.

'Op Sindoor showcased India’s swift, 
high-impact air power': Rajnath

NEW DELHI (TSIT): Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Thursday said India’s 
ability to conduct swift, 
high-impact and short-
duration military opera-
tions was clearly demon-
strated during Operation 
Sindoor, asserting that 
the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) has emerged as a 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y 
advanced, operationally 
agile and strategically 
confident force.

Addressing the Air 
Force Commanders’ 
Conclave in New Delhi, 
the Defence Minister 
praised the IAF for the 
courage, speed and preci-
sion with which it 
destroyed terror camps 
during the operation and 
for effectively handling 
what he termed 
Pakistan’s “irresponsible 
reaction” following the 
strikes.Highlighting the 
growing public trust in 
the Armed Forces, par-

ticularly India’s air 
defence capabilities, the 
Defence Minister said the 
calm response of citizens 
during attempted 
Pakistani attacks on 
Indian installations 
reflected confidence in 
the country’s operational 
preparedness. “Usually, 
when enemy attacks, peo-
ple hide. This time, peo-
ple continued with their 
daily routines,” he said.

Emphasising the need 
to constantly assess an 
adversary’s offensive and 
defensive capabilities, 
Singh urged IAF com-
manders to draw lessons 
from Operation Sindoor 

and remain vigilant to 
future challenges.

Referring to recent 
global conflicts, including 
the Russia-Ukraine war, 
the Israel-Hamas conflict, 
the Balakot air strikes 
and Operation Sindoor, 
Singh said air power has 
become a decisive force in 
modern warfare.

“Air power gives any 
leadership the capability to 
deliver a clear strategic 
message to the adversary 
that every step will be 
taken to uphold national 
interests. Through speed, 
reach, and precision, air 
power has become an effec-
tive tool for aligning the 
nation’s objectives with 
military means,” he said. 
The Defence Minister reit-
erated the government’s 
commitment to strengthen-
ing India’s security appara-
tus, noting that 21st-centu-
ry warfare is increasingly 
driven by technology, ideas 
and adaptability. 

Telangana Congress 
protests against NDA in 
National Herald case

HYDERABAD (TSIT): 
Telangana Congress on 
Thursday held protests at 
several places in the state 
against the NDA govern-
ment’s alleged vendetta poli-
tics in the National Herald 
case. State Congress presi-
dent B Mahesh Kumar Goud 
and AICC incharge of party 
affairs in Telangana 
Meenakshi Natarajan and 
scores of party workers 
sought to march to the BJP 
office here from Gandhi 
Bhavan, the state Congress 
headquarters. However, they 

were prevented by police 
from taking out the rally.
Speaking to reporters, Goud 
alleged that the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre is trou-
bling Congress leaders Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi 
by filing false cases.The 
chargesheet filed by the ED 
was rejected by the court, he 
said. The Congress would 
take the harassment against 
the Gandhis to the people, he 
said. The protest against the 
NDA government was held 
at Karimnagar, Sangareddy 
town and other places.

Telangana panchayat polls: Congress 
wins over 53% of Sarpanch posts

HYDERABAD (TSIT): The ruling 
Congress party has emerged 
as the clear winner in the 
Telangana Gram Panchayat 
elections, securing over 53 per 
cent of the total Sarpanch 
posts across the State. 
Elections were held in three 
phases, with the Congress 
maintaining its dominance in 
the final phase conducted on 
Wednesday.

Out of 4,159 Gram 
Panchayats notified in the 
third phase, Congress-backed 

candidates won 2,246 
Sarpanch posts. The Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) put up 
a strong fight to secure 1,163 
posts, while the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) lagged far 
behind with just 246 seats. 
Independents and others won 
491 posts in this phase.Overall, 
out of 12,727 Gram Panchayats 

notified by the State Election 
Commission (SEC) across all 
three phases, Congress-
backed candidates won 6,822 
Sarpanch posts (53.60 per 
cent). BRS stood second with 
3,519 posts (27.64 per cent), 
BJP secured 703 posts (5.52 per 
cent), and Independents and 
others won 1,654 posts (12.99 
per cent). With several 
Independents expected to 
extend support, the Congress 
claimed victory in nearly two-
thirds of the Sarpanch seats.

Karnataka Assembly passes hate 
speech bill amid strong opposition
BELAGAVI (TSIT): Amid 
strong opposition, the 
Karnataka Assembly, on 
Thursday, passed the 
Hate Speech and Hate 
Crimes (Prevention) Bill, 
the first such law in the 
country. The Bill has a 
provision for a jail term 
up to seven years and a 
fine upto Rs 1 lakh.

The bill, cleared by the 
cabinet on December 4, 
was presented in the 
House by Home Minister 

G Parameshwara on 
December 10.The Minister 
said the provision for 10 
years jail term in the 
event of repeated offence 
has been reduced to seven 
years. According to the 
bill, any expression, 
which is made, published 

or circulated in words 
either spoken or written 
or by signs or by visible 
representations or 
through electronic com-
munication or otherwise, 
in public view, with an 
intention to cause injury, 
disharmony or feelings of 
enmity or hatred or ill-will 
against person alive or 
dead, class or group of per-
sons or community, to 
meet any prejudicial inter-
est, is hate speech.

CM Revanth challenged former CM KCR to a public 

debate over alleged water-sharing injustices, 

defended Congress’s governance and welfare 

achievements, accused the BJP of undermining 

MGNREGS, and expressed confidence in retaining 

power with a two-thirds majority in the next 

Telangana Assembly elections.

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav on Thursday alleged 

that a massive scam involving the 
illegal supply of codeine-based cough 

syrups running into thousands of 
crores originated in Uttar Pradesh 

and accused the BJP government of 
shielding those involved.
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NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment will implement barri-
er-free toll collection at all 
1,050 toll plazas across the 
country by 2026 and about 
40 lakh annual FASTag 
passes have been issued in 
four months since August, 
Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gad-
kari said on Thursday.
Answering queries during 
Question Hour in the Lok 
Sabha, Gadkari said annu-
al FASTag passes will allow 
private cars to cross 200 
toll plazas at Rs 3,000 a 
year, or an average of Rs 15 
per toll.
The pass is much cheaper 
when compared to the cur-
rent cost of Rs 15,000 for 
crossing 200 tolls.
“By 2026, we will put in 
place sophisticated AI-
based system for collecting 
tolls at all the 1,050 plazas, 

which include 350 private 
toll booths and 700 govern-
ment). Cars can move at Rs 
80km/hour on highways 
without stopping at toll pla-
zas,” Gadkari said.
The minister said the new 
barrier-free seamless high-

way and expressway toll 
collection system will re-
place the current system of 
toll collection, wherein cars 
have to stop at toll plazas 
for money to be deducted 
from FASTag.
Beginning August 15, 2025, 

the government has started 
the FASTag annual pass. 
The annual pass eliminates 
the need to frequently re-
charge FASTag through 
one-time fee payment of Rs 
3,000 for one-year validity 
or 200 toll plaza crossings.

40 lakh annual FASTag passes issued since August, 
barrier-free toll collection by 2026: Gadkari

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
mourned the death of noted 
sculptor Ram Sutar, and said 
his works will always be ad-
mired as powerful expressiion 
of India’s history and culture.
“Deeply saddened by the 
passing of Shri Ram Sutar Ji, 
a remarkable sculptor whose 
mastery gave India some of 
its most iconic landmarks, in-

cluding the Statue of Unity 
in Kevadia,” Modi said in a 
post on X.
The prime minister said 
Sutar’s workd will always 
be admired as powerful 
expressions of India’s his-
tory, culture and collective 
spirit.
“He has immortalised 
national pride for genera-
tions to come. His works 

will keep inspiring artists and 
citizens alike. My heartfelt 
condolences to his family, 
admirers and all who were 
touched by his remarkable life 
and work. Om Shanti,” Modi 
said.
Sutar, 100, breathed his 
last at this residence in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Noida on late 
Wednesday night.

 PM Modi expresses 
grief over death of 

sculptor Ram Sutar
NEW DELHI: The Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) Bill, 2025 
-- which was passed by the 
Lok Sabha on Thursday 
-- repeals the MGNREGA 
and paves the way for a 
structural transformation 
of the government’s role in 
the rural employment land-
scape.
Passed in 2005 as the Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (NREGA), 
and renamed in 2009 as 
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA), it aimed to enhance 
livelihood security of 
households in the rural ar-
eas.
The Act promised at least 
100 days of guaranteed 
wage employment in a 

household whose adult 

members volunteer for un-
skilled manual work.
The Viksit Bharat Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G 
RAM G) Bill aims to estab-
lish a “rural development 
framework aligned with 
the national vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047”, by providing 
a statutory guarantee of 125 
days of wage employment.

-
es between the two rural 
employment frameworks:
* While the MGNREGA has 
a provision for 100 days 
of wage employment, the 
VB-G RAM G Bill promises 
125 days of wage employ-
ment.
* The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGN-
REGS) is demand-driven, 
meaning the government 
has to allocate additional 
funds if there is demand for 

work.
The VB-G RAM G Bill pro-
vides for normative alloca-
tion to states, and any ex-
penditure beyond it has to 
be borne by the state gov-
ernments.
* Under MGNREGS, 100 
per cent of the wages are to 
be paid by the Centre, while 
the material cost would be 
shared 75:25 between the 
Centre and the states.
Under the VB-G RAM G, 
also a centrally sponsored 
scheme, the state govern-
ments will take on a larger 
share of the expenditure 
than before.

be shared between the Cen-
tre and the state govern-
ments following a ratio of 
90:10 for the northeastern 
and Himalayan states, and 
60:40 for all other states 
and Union territories (UTs) 
with legislature.

For the UTs without leg-
islature, the whole cost 
would be borne by the cen-
tral government.
* Under MGNREGA, work 
can be sought throughout 
the year.
Under the VB-G RAM G, 
the state will notify a period 
covering the peak agricul-
tural seasons of sowing and 
harvesting, during which 
work can not be sought un-
der this scheme.
* Under MGNREGA, work 
is divided into broad cat-
egories such as water con-
servation, drought-proof-
ing, irrigation, renovation 
of traditional water bodies, 
land development, and 

The VB-G RAM G Bill 
lists four thematic focus 
domains: water securi-
ty through water-related 
works, core rural infra-
structure, livelihood-relat-

ed infrastructure and 
works for the mitigation of 
extreme weather events.
* Under MGNREGA, the 
gram panchayat is respon-

projects in its area. Plans 
and decisions regarding the 
nature and choice of works 
to be undertaken, the order 
of each worksite selection, 
etc., would be made in open 
assemblies of the gram 
sabha or ward sabha and 

would allot at least 50 per 
cent of the works in terms 
of cost under the scheme, 
to be implemented through 
the gram panchayats.
Under VB-G RAM G, the 
work undertaken shall 
originate from the Viksit 
Gram Panchayat Plans, 
prepared by the gram pan-
chayats and integrated with 
the PM Gati Shakti Nation-

al Master Plan.
* There is no categorisation 
of panchayats under MGN-
REGA.
The VB-G RAM G Bill 
says every panchayat shall 
prepare saturation-mode 

-
cation into categories A, B, 
C -- determined based on 
development parameters.
* The VB-G RAM G talks 
about a comprehensive dig-
ital ecosystem, including 
biometric authentication 
at various levels, global po-
sitioning system or mo-
bile-based worksite mon-
itoring, proactive public 

intelligence for planning, 
audits and fraud risk mit-
igation, which will be used 
to modernise governance, 
accountability and citizen 
engagement.
There is no such provision 
in the MGNREGA.

VB-G RAM G versus MGNREGA: Here are the major differences

GUWAHATI: Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Thursday laud-
ed the Indian Orthopae-
dic Association (IOA) for 
its contribution to med-
ical education and or-
thopaedic care in India, 
saying the organisation 
was founded by visionary 
surgeons who understood 
the needs of a young and 
newly independent na-
tion.
Addressing the IOA’s an-
nual conference here, the 
CM said the founders of 
the association had real-
ised the importance of a 
strong national organisa-
tion to promote learning, 
encourage research and 
uphold ethical medical 
practices in orthopaedics.
He said this vision has 
been carried forward with 
dedication and consisten-
cy over the decades.
‘’In the early years, ortho-
paedic practice in India 
was shaped by the health 
challenges of the time, 
with doctors largely treat-

ing injuries, bone and 
joint tuberculosis and de-
formities caused by polio, 
despite limited resources 
and developing infra-
structure’’, he said.
During this period, the 
IOA emerged as an im-
portant platform for doc-
tors from across the coun-
try to share knowledge, 
learn from one another 
and collectively improve 
patient care, he said.
A major milestone in this 
journey was the start of 
the Annual Conference of 
the Indian Orthopaedic 
Association (IOACON) in 
the late 1950s, which was 
conceived as a national 
forum for academic ex-
change and profession-
al dialogue and has re-
mained so over the years.
Over time, as medical 
science advanced, ortho-
paedic care became more 
specialised and IOACON 
expanded in both scale 
and academic depth, cov-
ering areas such as joint 
replacement, spine care, 

sports injuries, paediatric 
orthopaedics, and hand 
and trauma care, he said.
Beyond conferences, the 
IOA has played a key role 
in strengthening medical 
education by promot-
ing continuous learning, 
supporting postgraduate 
training and encouraging 
research among young 
doctors, thereby ensur-
ing a strong and ethical 
future for the profession, 
he said. Highlighting the 
government’s focus on 
strengthening healthcare 
infrastructure, the CM 
said the state has set a 
target of establishing one 
medical college in each 
district. At present, 15 
medical colleges are func-
tional in Assam, while 10 
more are at various stag-
es of construction and by 
2030, 25 medical colleges 
would be functional in 
the state, leading to the 
creation of a large pool 
of medical specialists, in-
cluding orthopaedic sur-
geons, Sarma added.

Assam CM lauds Indian Orthopaedic 
Association for advancing medical education

NEW DELHI: Circumstantial evi-
dence can be used to convict an 
accused in a criminal case if it is 
of such a nature that is “consistent 
only with his guilt”, the Supreme 
Court said on Thursday.
Setting aside the conviction and 
life sentence of a man accused in 
a 2004 murder case, a bench of 
Justices Sanjay Karol and Prashant 
Kumar Mishra reiterated the legal 
principle that the “last seen togeth-

sustain a conviction in cases rest-
ing entirely on circumstantial evi-
dence.
“It is a well-established rule in 
criminal jurisprudence that cir-
cumstantial evidence can be made 
the basis of the conviction of an 
accused person if it is of such a 
character that it is wholly incon-
sistent with the innocence of the 
accused and is consistent only with 
his guilt,” Justice Mishra, who au-
thored the judgement, said.
The verdict said in a case that lacks 
direct evidence, the incriminating 
circumstances being used against 
the accused must be such as to lead 
only to a hypothesis of guilt and 
must exclude every other possibil-

ity of the innocence of the accused.
“And if the circumstances proved 
against the accused, in a particular 
case, are consistent with the inno-
cence of the accused, he will be en-

it said.
The bench acquitted appellant 
Manoj alias Munna, granting him 

-
-

tion’s chain of evidence.

Referring to the facts of the case, 
the court said, “We are of the opin-
ion that the nature of circumstan-
tial evidence available against the 
appellant though raises a doubt 
that he may have committed the of-
fence but the same is not so conclu-
sive that he can be convicted only 
on the evidence of the last seen to-
gether (theory).”
It is a settled proposition that 
whenever any doubt emanates in 

shall accrue to the accused and not 
the prosecution, it added.
“The present case is one where ex-
cept for the evidence of last seen 
together, there is no other corrob-
orative evidence against the appel-
lant. Therefore, the conviction only 
on the basis of last seen together 
cannot be sustained,” it said while 
setting aside the impugned judg-
ments.
The case dates back to June 2004. 
The prosecution had alleged that 

killed one Yuvraj Singh Patle, a 
tractor driver, to steal the vehicle 
and sell it.
The deceased was found with burn 
injuries and ligature marks on his 
neck.
While the trial court acquitted 

was convicted under sections 302 
(murder) and 201 (causing disap-
pearance of evidence) of the Indi-
an Penal Code, primarily based on 
the testimony of witnesses who saw 
him leaving with the deceased on 
the evening of June 6, 2004.
The Chhattisgarh High Court up-
held his conviction in 2011.

 Circumstantial evidence can be used for 
conviction if it leads to guilt only: SC

PATNA: Bihar Health Minister Man-
gal Pandey on Thursday said he was 
not aware of reports that a female 
doctor had refused to join duty fol-
lowing an incident in which Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar was seen 
publicly removing the veil from her 
face.
The senior BJP leader, however, 
sought to put a lid on the contro-
versy by asserting that the ruling 
NDA in the state has always worked 
for empowerment of women (Matri 
Shakti).
“I have no such information”, was 
the terse reply of Pandey, whom 
journalists asked about reports that 
the Ayush doctor Nusrat Parveen, 
who hails from Kolkata, has declined 
the government job following the 
unsavoury incident that took place 
earlier this week.
A section of media had on Wednes-
day reported that she had declined 
the job.
Parveen was among ten Ayush doc-

tors who had turned up at the Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat on Monday 
to receive their letters of appoint-
ment. When Parveen’s turn came, 
the 75-year-old CM pointed towards 
her veil (Hijab) and exclaimed ‘what 
is this’ before pulling it down and ex-
posing her face.
The incident has drawn criticism 

from far and wide, including many 
West Asian countries, and the JD 
(U) president is facing accusations 
of disrespecting Muslim traditions, 
allegedly in line with ‘RSS agenda’.
However, Pandey insisted, “Women 
have always been respected by our 

the empowerment of Matri Shakti”.

Hijab row: Bihar Health minister 
unaware of doctor’s refusal to join duty

MUMBAI: Senior Congress lead-
er Sachin Pilot on Thursday said 
serving the country does not nec-
essarily require being a politician 
and stressed that the nation must 
always be placed above any party or 
ideology.
The AICC general secretary and for-
mer Rajasthan deputy chief minis-
ter was speaking on the role of ide-
ology and public service at the ‘Role 
Model Series’ at the 11th edition of 
India’s International Movement to 
Unite Nations (IIMUN).
“Serving the country does not nec-
essarily require being a politician. 
The nation must always be placed 
above any party or ideology. Indi-
viduals can contribute to the coun-
try in many ways by being respon-
sible citizens, stakeholders and by 
remaining aware and engaged with 
issues that shape the future,” he 
said.
“I believe no ideology is above the 
nation. Our country is greater than 
any party or belief system. If people 
are committed to making India the 
best country in the world, ideolog-

he asserted. Referring to politicians 
switching sides or ideologies, Pilot 
said such developments have oc-
curred in the past and will continue 
in the future, as it ultimately de-
pends on individual choices.

natural part of democracy, the fo-
cus should remain on who is better 
placed to serve the country, Pilot 
said. “The debate should be about 
who can deliver, who has the capa-

bility and who can serve India bet-
ter,” he pointed out.
Emphasising inclusivity, the Con-
gress leader said governance cannot 
be driven by a single viewpoint.
“Progress requires taking peo-
ple along and building consensus. 
There is no question of enemies in 
public life. It is about collective ef-
fort and bringing diverse views to-
gether for the nation’s progress,” he 
said.

Nation must always be placed above any 
party or ideology: Cong leader Sachin Pilot

ITANAGAR: Arunachal 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chowna Mein on Thurs-
day said the state government 

to revive stalled hydropower 
projects.
He made the statement after 
reviewing the status of several 
large hydropower projects in 
the state.
“Reviewed the status of major 
hydropower projects includ-
ing Tawang I and II, Etalin, 
Demwe Lower, Naying, Kalai 
I and II, Hutong, Subansiri 
Upper, Kamala and the Siang 
Upper Multipurpose Project,” 
Mein said in a post on X after 
the meeting.
The deputy chief minister, 
who also holds the Power 
and Hydropower portfolios, 
said the review also covered 
other mega and large hydro-
power projects, including the 
Etalin hydroelectric project of 
3,097 mw, the Demwe Lower 
project of 1,750 mw and the 
Subansiri Upper project of 

1,605 mw, which are critical 
to Arunachal Pradesh’s long-
term energy roadmap.
He emphasised that the ex-
ercise is part of a broader, 

state’s vast hydropower po-
tential.

“The review forms part of a 

stalled hydropower capacity 
and ensure timely, responsi-
ble and sustainable develop-
ment across the sector,” he 
said.
Mein said these initiatives 

commitment to policy stabil-
ity, responsible hydropower 
development and long-term 
energy security.
He noted that hydropower 
remains a cornerstone of the 
state’s development strategy.

Arunachal govt making concerted efforts to 
revive stalled hydropower projects: Mein
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Tamil Nadu

Farmers seek early Samba procurement 
meet after Kuruvai losses

The farmers thus sounded an alarm about a similar situation in relation to Samba procurement, and thus, the 
meeting becomes more vital as it will give a clear picture before the release of the procurement policy

TIRUCHY: With the 
onset of the samba har-
vest in January, and the 
delay in convening the 
pre-procurement meet-
ing and releasing the 
samba procurement poli-
cy, the farmers from the 
Delta region urged the 
government to decide on 
the meeting headed by 
the Chief Secretary of 
State to ensure their 
demands are placed 
before the authorities 
concerned across depart-
ments.

With the bitter experi-
ence having unfolded 
during the Kuruvai pro-
curement this year, a 
huge loss was incurred 
due to the damage of the 
harvested paddy accumu-
lated at the Direct 
Procurement Centres 
amid heavy monsoon 
rainfall. The farmers 
thus sounded an alarm 
about a similar situation 

in relation to Samba pro-
curement, and thus, the 
meeting becomes more 
vital as it will give a clear 
picture before the release 
of the procurement poli-
cy.Pointing out that the 
samba cultivation, 
despite being hindered 
by the monsoon rains 
and the fury of cyclone 
Ditwah, could cross at 
least 10.50 lakh acre 

across the Delta region 
with 3.62 lakh and 3.40 
lakh in Tiruvarur and 
Thanjavur respectively, 
they said as the early 
samba is set for harvest 
from the first week of 
January, the government 
has to consult with farm-
ers and release the samba 
procurement policy at 
the earliest.

"During the kuruvai 

procurement, the major 
obstacle was the shortage 
of vehicles, gunny bags 
and manpower. We also 
found that the transport 
contract was awarded to 
a single person who had 
opted for subcontract; 
however, the farmers 
were at the receiving 
end, with a huge stock of 
harvested kuruvai accu-
mulated before every 
DPC. Thus, we demand a 
pre-samba procurement 
meeting so that we can 
put forth our suggestions, 
which would solve the 
issues to a certain 
extent," said Cauvery V 
Dhanapalan, General 
Secretary, Cauvery 
Farmers Protection 
Association.

Meanwhile, the secre-
tary of Tamil Nadu 
Cauvery Farmers 
Protection Association, 
Swamimalai Sundara 
Vimalnathan, pointed 

out that States like 
Karnataka, Odisha, 
C h h a t t i s g a r h , 
Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal 
have mandated yearly 
pre-procurement meet-
ings. “But in Tamil 
Nadu, no such meeting 
has been held since 2022. 
This has led to poor plan-
ning, and the farmers 
bore the brunt of it," 
Vimalnathan lamented.

He appealed to organ-
ise a meeting in 
Thanjavur, chaired by 
the Chief Secretary, 
which would enable the 
farmers to air their 
demands. “As hardly a 
few weeks are left for the 
samba procurement, the 
government should con-
vene the meeting at the 
earliest and announce 
the procurement policy 
and samba incentive 
soon," Vimalnathan 
stressed.

Identification of laptop beneficiaries Identification of laptop beneficiaries 
across 4,600 Tamil Nadu colleges beginsacross 4,600 Tamil Nadu colleges begins

CHENNAI: With the 
free laptop distribution 
likely to begin in the first 
week of January 2026, the 
government has begun 
identifying beneficiaries 
across around 4,600 arts, 
science, engineering, 
agriculture and medical 
colleges.

The Electronics 
Corporation of Tamil 
Nadu (ELCOT) has float-
ed an international ten-
der to procure 20 lakh 
laptops, and the state gov-
ernment will be allocat-
ing Rs 2,000 crore for the 
same. The three multina-
tional companies -- Acer, 
Dell and HP, identified in 
the tender would supply 
laptop computers featur-
ing a 15inch display, Intel 
i3 or AMD Ryzen 3 pro-
cessor, 8 to 12 GB RAM, 
and a 256 GB hard disk.

These laptops will also 
come with built-in educa-
tional tools and essential 
software. A senior official 
from the Higher Education 
Department, seeking ano-
nymity, said that during 
the first phase of the 

scheme, ten laptop comput-
ers will be procured from 
the selected organisations. 
“Students from around 
4,600 government arts, sci-
ence, engineering, agricul-
ture and medical colleges 
across the State are expect-
ed to benefit from the 
scheme,” he said, adding, 
“the laptop computers pro-
cured during the first 
phase will be distributed to 
the third year students”. 
Concerning the arrival of 
the laptop consignment, 
the official noted that each 
batch of systems after 
arrival will undergo ran-
dom quality tests by an 
expert committee compris-
ing faculty members from 

Anna University and IIT, 
along with officials from 
the National Informatics 
Centre.Pointing out that 
all government college 
principals were instructed 
to identify beneficiaries, 
he said the details of stu-
dents submitted by the 
institution heads will be 
thoroughly scrutinised to 
ensure the scheme reaches 
all the beneficiaries with-
out fail.“There will be a 
proper Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) 
system to track delivery 
schedules, vendor details, 
supply numbers, and stock 
for the smooth implemen-
tation of the scheme,” the 
official added. 

Honble Chief Minister reviewed photo exhibition of development proj-
ects under the North Chennai Development Scheme at the founda-
tion-laying ceremony of Government Model Higher Secondary School 
and Periyar Nagar Amudham Store at Kolathur, Chennai.

Chembarambakkam full to the 
brim, maroons Nandambakkam
CHENNAI: Continuous 

inflow after heavy rains 
has pushed Chennai's 
key drinking water 
s o u r c e ,  t h e 
C h e m b a r a m b a k k a m 
Reservoir, to its full stor-
age capacity of 24 feet 
after 30 years, resulting 
in severe flooding in 
nearby residential areas 
and forcing hundreds of 
residents to evacuate 
their homes.

At present, the reser-
voir is holding around 
3,645 million cubic feet of 
water, inundating sever-
al residential areas along 
the reservoir. More than 
100 houses in Ambedkar 
Nagar, located near 
Nandambakkam area 
have been marooned, 
and the locality now 
resembles an island iso-
lated by stagnant water 
cutting off normal access 
routes. Nearly half of the 
houses in the area are 

partially submerged, 
forcing residents to lock 
them up and seek shelter 
elsewhere. Most of the 
affected families have 
moved in with relatives, 
while some have 
been accommodated 
in a nearby mosque.

Local residents say 
it is unprecedented for 
t h e 

Chembarambakkam reser-
voir to inundate with such 
large volume of water, as 
any excess is usually 
released periodically to pre-
vent flooding of surround-

ing areas. However, this 
time, authorities retained 
water to its full capacity, 
leading to widespread 
inundation.A resident K 
Muhammad said, "The 

unusual move to store 
water at full capacity has 
caused severe hardships. 
Students, office-goers, and 
daily wagers are affected as 
stagnant water has sub-
merged roads and path-
ways.It has also led to the 
accumulation of waste, 
attracting snakes and other 
creepy crawlies.” Many 
residents fear the stagnant 
water may cause an out-
break of diseases and have 
urged authorities to imme-
diately release excess water 
from the reservoir and take 
remedial measures to pro-
tect lives and property. The 
entire area currently 
remains isolated. When 
contacted by DT Next, an 
official with the Water 
Resource Department said, 

Secret Asteroid mission marks beginning

For generations, Western space 
missions have largely occurred 
out in the open. We knew where 

they were going, why they were 
going there and what they planned to 
do. But the world is on the verge of a 
new era in which private interests 
override such openness, with big 
money potentially on the line.
Sometime in the coming year, a 
spacecraft from AstroForge, an 
American asteroid-mining firm, may 
be launched on a mission to a rocky 
object near Earth’s orbit. If success-
ful, it will be the first wholly com-
mercial deep-space mission beyond 
the moon. AstroForge, however, is 
keeping its target asteroid secret. 
The secret space-rock mission is the 
latest in an emerging trend that 
astronomers and other experts do not 
welcome: commercial space missions 
conducted covertly. Such missions 
highlight gaps in the regulation of 
spaceflight as well as concerns about 
whether exploring the cosmos will 
continue to benefit all humankind.  
“I’m very much not in favor of hav-
ing stuff swirling around the inner 
solar system without anyone know-
ing where it is,” said Jonathan 
McDowell, an astronomer at the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics in Massachusetts. “It 
seems like a bad precedent to set.” 
But for AstroForge, the calculation is 
simple: If it reveals the destination, a 
competitor may grab the asteroid’s 
valuable metals for itself. 
“Announcing which asteroid we are 
targeting opens up risk that another 
entity could seize that asteroid,” said 
Matt Gialich, AstroForge’s chief 
executive. Asteroid mining entered 
the doldrums in recent years after 
two startups proposing to prospect 
the solar system went out of business 
in the late 2010s. But now several 

companies in the United States, 
Europe and China are taking another 
stab at the endeavor. Even a congres-
sional committee held a hearing on 
the subject in December.

The renaissance is sparked by a 
new wave of commercial space explo-
ration, driven largely by SpaceX, the 
company founded by Elon Musk that 
flies reusable rocket boosters and has 
reduced the cost of reaching space.

With that increased activity is also 
increasing secrecy.

In 2019, the Israeli-built commer-
cial Beresheet lander crashed while 
trying to land on the Moon. On board, 
kept secret until after the failed land-
ing, were a few thousand tardigrades, 
microscopic animals supplied by the 
nonprofit Arch Mission Foundation. 
The crash raised concerns about 
potentially contaminating the moon 
with the hearty creatures and led to 
an investigation by the Federal 
Aviation Administration. More 
recently, the suborbital spaceflight 
firm Virgin Galactic has withheld 
the identities of the people on board 
its space plane until after the mis-

sions are completed, a practice not 
seen before with human spaceflight. 
And some satellites hitching rides to 
space with lots of other orbital craft, 
in what are known as rideshare mis-
sions, have also been kept secret. 
We’re seeing frequent launches 
where we don’t know what the satel-
lites are that were deployed until 
some time afterwards,” said 
McDowell, who maintains a public 
database of spacecraft in orbit.

For missions beyond Earth, there 
are no legal restrictions against keep-
ing a deep space mission’s destina-
tion secret as AstroForge intends to 
do, said Michelle Hanlon, a law pro-
fessor specializing in space at the 
University of Mississippi. We don’t 
have an actual process for deep-space 
missions like this,” she said, because 
“there is no licensing process” in the 
United States. But complex issues 
could arise if, for example, multiple 
asteroid miners arrived at the same 
asteroid. “There needs to be some 
kind of transparency here,” 
McDowell said. He noted that while 
there was a United Nations require-

ment for space agencies and compa-
nies to reveal their orbits and trajec-
tories in space, “it’s usually ignored 
for solar orbit objects.”

The lack of penalties, he added, 
“should spark discussion among reg-
ulators.” AstroForge’s mission, 
Odin, would be the second spacecraft 
it has sent to space. Its first in April, 
Brokkr-1, was a microwave-size 
machine weighing about 25 pounds. 
The goal of that mission was to prac-
tice refining metals in the environ-
ment of space. The spacecraft has 
encountered problems, however, the 
company said on Dec. 11. AstroForge 
is in a “race against time” to get 
Brokkr-1 working before it is lost.
Odin, on the other hand, weighs a 
much heftier 220 pounds. AstroForge 
plans for it to piggyback on a robotic 
mission to the moon in 2024 by the 
company Intuitive Machines that is 
sponsored by NASA and being 
launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rock-
et. A launch date has not yet been set. 
During the journey to the moon, the 
plan is for Odin to be released and to 
venture into deep space beyond lunar 
orbit. Within a year, according to 
AstroForge, the spacecraft will fly 
past the mystery asteroid, taking pic-
tures and looking for evidence of 
metal.AstroForge is aiming for what 
is suspected to be an M-type asteroid. 
These are thought to be fragmented 
pieces of failed planetary cores and 
may be rich in valuable platinum-
group metals, which have a wide 
range of uses including in health 
care and jewelry.No spacecraft has 
ever visited such an asteroid before, 
although NASA’s Psyche mission, 
launched in October, is on a mission 
to a potential M-type asteroid, also 
named Psyche, between Mars and 
Jupiter. It will not arrive until 
August 2029.
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Editorial

The first major takeaway from actor-
politician and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) chief Vijay's Erode
rally is unmistakable: the animosity
between the TVK and the ruling DMK
has only intensified. The DMK's sharp
attacks on Vijay - particularly its
attempts to hold him and his party
responsible for the tragic stampede in
Karur on September 27 - appear to have
hardened his political posture. Vijay's
response has been to turn this into an
open and bitter rivalry. Invoking the
late Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa, Vijay
justified the fierce language she once
used against the DMK. Declaring the
DMK an “evil force” and positioning the
TVK as the “pure force”, he delivered
the message with the flourish of a cine-
matic monologue - equal parts vehe-
mence and vengeance. By framing the
upcoming election as a battle between
good and evil, Vijay is deliberately
reviving memories of the Jayalalithaa-
Karunanidhi rivalry - an intense,
deeply personal feud that defined Tamil
Nadu politics until they died in 2016 and
2018. Crucially, Vijay is attempting to
rewrite the state's political script: no
longer DMK versus AIADMK, but DMK
versus TVK. Vijay's use of Periyar's
name, accusing the DMK of exploiting
the state in the name of the Dravidian
icon, underlines the ferocity of the rival-
ry he is building. Periyar remains the
DMK's most powerful ideological sym-
bol, and attacking the party on this
front is a calculated provocation, espe-
cially in Erode, which is Periyar's birth-
place. This emotionally charged DMK-
versus-TVK narrative does not just
threaten the ruling party. It poses an
equally serious challenge to the
AIADMK. Vijay's rise risks cutting into
the AIADMK's traditional vote base,
spelling trouble for Edappadi K
Palaniswami (EPS), whose leadership
has failed to deliver an electoral victory
since Jayalalithaa's death in 2017. The
party has lost the 2019 (Lok Sabha), 2021
(Assembly), and 2024(Lok Sabha) elec-
tions, and the erosion shows. What
worsens matters for the AIADMK is the
entry of KA Sengottaiyan into the TVK.
The nine-time AIADMK MLA, now

head of TVK's coordination committee,
knows the party and EPS intimately.
More importantly, he hails from the
“Kongu” region in western Tamil Nadu
- EPS's last major bastion.
Sengottaiyan's presence represents a
direct strategic threat. Interestingly,
Vijay's attack on the BJP was relatively
muted, especially when compared to his
sharp criticism of the DMK. The
AIADMK, too, was largely ignored as a
political force - embarrassingly for the
opposition party, given the rally was
held in a region traditionally loyal to
the AIADMK. Vijay's declaration that
more leaders like Sengottaiyan would
soon join TVK should make the
AIADMK wary. Yet for all its drama,
Vijay's speech offered little in the way of
concrete political substance. There was
no clarity on alliances, no roadmap to
address agrarian distress or corruption
beyond rhetorical references. The only
policy position he clarified was that he
was not opposed to welfare measures or
so-called freebies. While he avoided per-
sonal attacks on Chief Minister MK
Stalin, the speech leaned heavily on
emotion, spectacle, and symbolism -
hallmarks of Vijay's appeal, especially
among his fans. And that fan base
remains formidable. Despite the Karur
tragedy, there was no visible drop in
turnout or enthusiasm at Erode. The
emotional fervour was as intense as
ever. Notably, none of the families of the
41 victims who died in the stampede

have publicly blamed Vijay - an indica-
tion of the extraordinary emotional
bond he enjoys with his supporters.
Strikingly, Vijay made no reference to
the tragedy during his speech, despite
addressing a crowd just 70 kilometres
from the location of the tragedy. There
was no public display of grief. This sig-
nals a conscious strategic decision: the
TVK has chosen to move forward with-
out allowing guilt or remorse to define
its campaign. Politically, the party has
placed responsibility squarely on the
DMK, alleging conspiracy, while keep-
ing outreach to victims' families person-
al and away from the public gaze. As
Tamil Nadu moves closer to the 2026
Assembly election, Vijay's strategies
will face their toughest test. An
AIADMK-TVK alliance appears virtual-
ly impossible, for now. EPS is unlikely
to accept Vijay as the face of an alliance,
and Vijay, by the same token, is unlike-
ly to play second fiddle to anyone. An
understanding with the BJP appears
even more improbable, given Vijay's
minority vote base. At present, this fore-
closes the possibility of a TVK-AIADMK
partnership within the NDA, pointing
instead to a three-cornered contest in
2026: TVK versus DMK-led alliance ver-
sus NDA. Yet politics has a way of mak-
ing the impossible possible. Vijay has
noticeably softened his tone towards the
BJP since the stampede. With the case
now under CBI investigation and before
the Supreme Court.

"Shall I take a selfie with Erode?'' 
This expression of interest was articulated by actor-turned-politician Vijay at
the end of his speech at a public meeting in Erode. Under normal circum-
stances, it would mean nothing more than an attempt to pamper his fans
fawning over him. But in Erode, it meant a sigh of relief that the lessons of
Karur had been learnt, both by his party, the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), and its supporters. In September, 41 people died in a stampede at the
TVK public meeting venue in Karur. Vijay came under attack for the manner
in which the meeting had been conducted there, and his abrupt and immedi-
ate departure to Chennai. The party's political campaign schedule went into
cold storage. In Erode, even though the police ensured that the TVK followed
80-plus conditions before allowing it to conduct the meeting, it was not sur-
prising that Vijay still told the 35,000-strong crowd that had thronged the
Vijaymangalam toll plaza venue in Perundurai, "You have come here safely,
go home safely. Your safety is most important to me.''

TThe Vijay Of His Films
That the post-Karur Vijay was more vigilant was obvious when, during his
speech, an activist climbed atop a makeshift structure. Vijay cajoled him to
come down, and when the person complied, Vijay thanked him with a flying
kiss. While the charm offensive remains Vijay's most potent weapon, it is
obvious that the newest politician on the block has realised that he needs to
replicate what he does in his films - the good-hearted hero with the right dose
of mother-sister-brother sentiment, concerned about everyone's well-being. 
Vijay's political pitch suggested nothing much has changed post-Karur. If any-
thing, the name-calling has gone a notch higher. Vijay described the 2026 elec-
toral battle as one between "theeya sakthi" (evil force) DMK and "thooya sak-
thi" (pure force) TVK'. His focus was hyperlocal as he went about dissing the
DMK over matters of governance and issues like irrigation, turmeric farming
and the power situation. 

Erode As A Stop
But what was more significant was the choice of Erode as the first meeting
post-Karur. Erode was Periyar's janmabhoomi, and it allowed Vijay to
hyphenate his name to the list of people who are followers of the Dravidian
ideologue. His mention of CN Annadurai and MG Ramachandran was signifi-
cant as it meant telling the AIADMK leaders that they are not the only
claimants to their political legacy.   More importantly, it allowed recent
entrant KA Sengottaiyan to showcase his organisational capabilities.
Sengottaiyan was unceremoniously shown the door by AIADMK supremo
Edappadi Palaniswami for advocating the party's unification with the likes of
O Panneerselvam and TTV Dhinakaran. Now that he has switched over to the
TVK, Sengottaiyan has a score to settle. Sengottaiyan has been an MLA nine
times and served as a minister in MGR, J Jayalalithaa and EPS governments,
and is not a political lightweight by any stretch of imagination. 
So, if Erode were a film starring Vijay, Sengottaiyan was the brain and the
muscle behind the production. Mission Erode was bulk-order political messag-
ing, aided suitably by geography. Erode is a half-hour drive from
Gobichettipalayam assembly constituency, which Sengottaiyan has represent-
ed since 1980. More importantly, it takes approximately the same time to
reach Edappadi in the neighbouring Salem district, represented by EPS. 

The Bondi Beach massacre, said
to be the deadliest attack in
Australia since 1996, has shaken
the country to its core and no
doubt horrified Jewish commu-
nities across the Western world.
Policymakers are scrambling for
answers. Families are grieving.
Alarmingly, Australia's sense of
safety has been punctured. But
this tragedy must also serve as a
wake-up call for the ummah, the
global Muslim community. It
beggars belief. How did two men
- a 50-year-old father and his 24-
year-old son, with no apparent
connection to the Arab-Israeli
conflict in the faraway Middle
East - carry out an attack that
killed 15 innocent Jewish civil-
ians celebrating Hanukkah?
There is no doubt this was a pre-
meditated assault on families
gathered for a peaceful, joyous
festival. For God's Sake, Look
Inward Yet, instead of wide-
spread introspection, much of
the immediate online and
WhatsApp chatter in parts of the
Muslim world turned to finding
excuses or explaining away the
dastardly act. They ranged from
Gaza to Netanyahu to Western
hypocrisy. Indeed, the usual
deflections. The gunmen's pre-
cise motives are still unclear.
The surviving suspect, 24-year-
old Naveed Akram, now lies in a
hospital bed under heavy guard.
The other suspect, Naveed's
father, Sajid Akram, was killed
during the attack. Police have
declared the attack a terrorist
incident. Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese has said early
assessments suggest it may have
been inspired by Islamic State
ideology. Whatever the claimed
grievances - even in the face of
the unquestionable horrors in
Gaza - the Bondi Beach killings
cannot be justified. No faith per-
mits such violence. No moral
code should defend it. My sub-
mission is simple. We must con-
front the anger, denial and vic-
timhood narratives that create a
permissive environment in
which extremists begin to
believe their violence is right-
eous. Injustice cannot be fought
with more injustice. There is no
denying this was antisemitism.
This was hate. And if we are to be

honest, painfully honest, this
moment demands more than
grief and outrage; it demands
introspection, especially within
the wider Muslim world.
Victimhood Meets Denial When
the Christchurch mosque mas-
sacre happened in New Zealand
in 2019, I called it an act of pure,
unfiltered hate. I was applauded
in my community. A white
supremacist, who was an Aussie
citizen, had murdered 51
Muslims at prayer. The outrage
was unanimous. That day, soli-
darity worked. But on Sunday,
when a Muslim father-son duo
killed 15 unarmed Jewish civil-
ians in Australia, I called it what
it was - a hate crime, which was
indefensible. But the reaction
was very different. I was told I
was "timid", "too soft", even a
"pacifist". Some asked me why I
wasn't focusing on Gaza or
Kashmir instead. As if anger
elsewhere could explain blood-
shed on an Australian beach.
This reluctance to look inward
and this instinct to explain away
the actions of the perpetrators is
not strength. It is shortsighted-
ness. During my only trip to
Israel a few years ago, many
Palestinians were pleasantly sur-
prised that the Muslims in the
non-Arab world had so much
concern for them. Of course, this
was before the beginning of the
current ongoing war in Gaza.

And yet, I believe justice for
Palestinians, both in Gaza and
the West Bank, cannot be
achieved by murdering Jews in
Sydney. Anger over Kashmir
cannot justify planting bombs in
Delhi. It does not give the moral
license to anyone to kill innocent
civilians anywhere in the world.
Yet, annoyingly, the justifica-
tions begin almost instantly.
Some quoted the New York
Times columnist Thomas
Friedman's well-known warning
that Israel's war might fuel glob-
al antisemitism. Yes, the context
matters. But context is not con-
sent. Anger at Netanyahu's gov-
ernment does not explain why a
father and son in Sydney picked
up weapons and walked towards
people who had come to cele-
brate a festival by the sea. The
Bigger Failure - And Not Just
Ours There is another uncom-
fortable truth. Western policy-
makers must also confront their
own blind spots. Naveed Akram,
the young suspect, was charged
with 59 offences, including 15
counts of murder and one of com-
mitting a terrorist act.
Punishing individuals is neces-
sary. It is the demand of the law.
But is it sufficient? Naveed
Akram may spend the rest of his
life behind bars and perhaps
never be out on parole. But think
about it, did the father-son duo
not walk to the beach that

evening prepared to die? Suicide
bombers in Iraq, lone wolves in
Europe, militants in India, none
of them acted under the illusion
that they would survive. The 10
gunmen who descended upon
Mumbai on November 26, 2008,
were fully armed. They knew
they were on a suicide mission.
But they had orders to kill, cre-
ate mayhem and spread fear.
They did it for 60 hours. The lone
survivor was hanged to death.
Has that stopped terror attacks?
You cannot deter a person who
believes death is a promotion.
The Strange Pull Of Radicalism
And this is where the real ques-
tion for policymakers, and for all
of us, begins. Punishment after
an act of terror is the easy part;
prevention is the hard, neces-
sary work. How do we under-
stand the inner drift of an other-
wise ordinary man towards radi-
cal certainty? How do we disrupt
the slow, corrosive accumulation
of grievance, real or imagined,
before it hardens into the kind of
ideological fury that turns
strangers into targets? This is
not a Muslim problem alone, nor
should it ever be framed that
way. Every community has pro-
duced its own extremists.
Myanmar's Buddhist mobs.
India's Hindu lynch groups or
individuals. Sikh militants in
Punjab in the 1980s. Europe's
white supremacists. 

When Indian airlines placed orders for
over 1,350 new aircraft in 2023 and 2024
alone, the numbers captured both prom-
ise and peril. India is now the world's
third-largest domestic-only aviation
market (globally it ranks fifth when
including all passenger traffic), handling
approximately 161 million domestic pas-
sengers in 2024 and accounting for 4.2%
of global air traffic. Yet, public confi-
dence in air travel has never been more
fragile. The Air India Flight 171 crash on
June 12 this year, which killed 241 of the
242 people on board (230 passengers and
12 crew) and 19 people on the ground,
and the cascading IndiGo flight cancella-
tions in December are not isolated
mishaps. They are stress signals from a
system stretched to its limits. The crash
marked the first fatal accident involving
a Boeing 787 Dreamliner since the air-
craft entered commercial service in 2011,
a fact that underscores the gravity of the
incident for global aviation safety. The
two incidents reflect different failure
modes, one under accident investiga-
tion, the other an operational-planning
breakdown. But both expose how
growth is outrunning institutional
capacity. The immediate response to
such events often focuses on individual
fault, like pilots, crew, or airline manage-
ment. But that framing obscures the
deeper structural challenge. India's avia-
tion ecosystem has expanded faster than
its regulatory, infrastructural, and
human-capital foundations. The
Regulatory Architecture The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation's
(DGCA)  Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) mandate precise constraints on
pilot duty hours to combat fatigue-relat-
ed safety risks. Announced in January
2024 and implemented in two phases,
these regulations represent India's align-
ment with international norms. When
the FAA implemented its regulations in
2014, American carriers adjusted proac-
tively. Delta Air Lines began planning
well in advance, conducted comprehen-
sive modelling of crew utilisation pat-
terns, and expanded its pilot workforce.
American Airlines faced a scheduling
crisis in December 2017 when a comput-

er glitch granted vacation to thousands
of pilots simultaneously, potentially
leaving over 15,000 flights without crews
between December 17 and 31. But the
management implemented 150% premi-
um pay incentives and engaged in union
negotiations regarding compensation
and scheduling compliance. Within 72
hours, the airline secured crew coverage
for substantially all affected flights.
European airlines faced similar chal-
lenges when an EASA regulation took
full effect in February 2016. The
Lufthansa Group established a dedicat-
ed transition team comprising opera-
tions planners, crew scheduling special-
ists, pilot union representatives, and
legal compliance officers. Ryanair, too,
despite its low-cost model emphasising
maximum aircraft utilisation, increased
pilot staffing and made modest schedule
adjustments. Gulf carriers operating
under similarly stringent duty time reg-
ulations maintain substantially higher
pilot-to-aircraft ratios specifically to
absorb FDTL restrictions. Emirates,
with its all-widebody fleet of approxi-
mately 261 aircraft and nearly 4,600
pilots, operates with flexibility to cover
extensive crew rest requirements for
long-haul operations, absorb disrup-
tions, and maintain service during peak
demand periods. Singapore Airlines
operates ultra-long-haul flights exceed-
ing 19 hours, utilising an augmented
flight crew and enabling in-flight rest

rotations in dedicated crew rest com-
partments. Making Of An Avoidable
Crisis Against this, IndiGo's December
2025 operational collapse reveals a series
of strategic failures extending over mul-
tiple years. Its ratio of approximately 14
pilots per aircraft represented only 70%
of typical full-service carrier staffing and
fell below even other low-cost carriers.
From fiscal 2022 through fiscal 2024,
IndiGo matched pilot growth almost
exactly to aircraft acquisition, increas-
ing pilots by 33% while expanding its
fleet by 33%. This kind of expansion
maintained the lean ratio without build-
ing any buffer for the known FDTL
Phase 2 implementation. In stark con-
trast, Air India more than doubled its
pilot complement. This means that there
was a 127% increase, vastly exceeding its
32% fleet growth, thereby reflecting Tata
Group's strategic preparation for FDTL
compliance. Internal analysis suggested
that FDTL Phase 2 compliance would
require IndiGo to increase its pilot work-
force by approximately 20-25% to main-
tain the existing schedule capacity. With
5,038 pilots as of fiscal 2024, this implies a
need for roughly 1,000 to 1,250 additional
pilots by November 2025. Yet, IndiGo's
actual hiring remained insufficient.
Even more problematically, IndiGo
increased its winter 2025-2026 schedule
by approximately 6% despite knowing it
faced crew shortfalls estimated at 10-15%
under Phase 2 rules. 
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Silver prices retreated
from the record levels on
Thursday, declining by Rs
751 to Rs 2,06,684 per kg in
the futures trade, as
traders booked profits
amid weak global cues.  On
the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), silver
futures for March 2026
delivery depreciated by Rs
751, or 0.36 per cent, to Rs
2,06,684 per kg. Silver
prices had zoomed by Rs
10,078, or 5.10 per cent, to
hit a record high of Rs
2,07,833 per kg in the previ-
ous session. Gold prices
also eased, with the
February contract of the
metal falling by Rs 580, or
0.43 per cent, to Rs 1,34,314
per 10 grams. Analysts said

precious metals retreated
due to weak global cues. In
international markets,
Comex gold futures for
February delivery dropped
by USD 12.6, or 0.29 per
cent, to USD 4,361.3 per
ounce. Silver futures for
March 2026 delivery fell by
USD 1.18, or 1.76 per cent, to
USD 65.72 per ounce. “Gold
has made its biggest jump
since the 1979 oil crisis in
2025, with prices doubling
in the last two years and
silver has crossed all barri-
ers, posting gains of more
than 120 per cent and
breaking USD 65 as well,”
Manav Modi,
Commodities Analyst at
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services, said.

“Backwardation in silver
rises once again, difference
in spot and futures rose
once again to 50-60 cents,
suggesting supply tight-
ness and speculative buy-
ing driving prices at such a
high pace,” Modi added.
The white metal on
Wednesday scaled a fresh
peak of USD 67.18 per
ounce. “Silver made histo-
ry by closing at an all-time
record high, reaffirming
that it’s far more than just
a runner-up to gold,” Vijay
Kuppa, Chief Executive
Officer, InCred Money,
said. He added that
investors are no longer
viewing silver only
through the lens of jew-
ellery or industrial use.

Mumbai: The rupee traded
in a narrow range against
the US dollar in early trade
on Thursday as the support
from fresh foreign fund
inflows was negated by trade
deal uncertainty and risk-off
sentiment.  Forex traders
said lack of progress in the
India-US trade negotiations
and strong dollar demand
from corporates and
importers weighed on the
local unit, even as Brent
crude prices hovering near
USD 60 per barrel supported
investor sentiment. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened at
90.35 against the US dollar,
then gained some ground
and touched 90.32 against the
US dollar. In initial trade it
also touched 90.38 against the
American currency. On
Wednesday, the rupee recov-
ered 55 paise from its all-time
low level to close at 90.38
against the greenback. “The
PSU banks were the sellers of
dollars on Wednesday on
behalf of the RBI. The inter-
vention amount could have
been as high as USD 6 bil-
lion,” said Anil Kumar
Bhansali, Head of Treasury
and Executive Director
Finrex Treasury Advisors

LLP. “We expect the range of
90 to 91.00 on Thursday with
90.25 as support and 90.75 as
resistance,” Bhansali added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a bas-
ket of six currencies, was
trading 0.05 per cent higher
at 98.41. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, was
trading higher by 0.67 per
cent at USD 60.08 per barrel
in futures trade. On the
domestic equity market
front, the 30-share bench-
mark index Sensex was trad-
ing 114.06 points lower at

84,445.59, while the Nifty was
down 41.10 points at 25,777.45.
Foreign Institutional
Investors purchased equities
worth Rs 1,171.71 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data. The rupee
recovered 55 paise from its
all-time low level to close at
90.38 (provisional) against
the US dollar after a volatile
trade on Wednesday, amid
suspected aggressive central
bank intervention. Analysts
said the rupee’s recent fall
against the US dollar was pri-
marily driven by external
factors, not domestic eco-

nomic weakness, and the
high volatility in the forex
market is expected to persist
amid shifting economic and
geopolitical cues. The lack of
progress in the US–India
trade negotiations and
extended selling by foreign
portfolio investors have
weighed on the sentiment,
while Brent crude oil prices
hovering near USD 60 per
barrel supported the domes-
tic unit at lower levels. At the
interbank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 91.05
against the US dollar, then
recovered some lost ground

to touch an intra-day high of
89.96, registering a 97 paise
gain from its previous close.
At the end of trade on
Wednesday, the rupee was
quoted at 90.38 (provisional),
up 55 paise over its last close.
On Tuesday, the rupee
tanked below 91 per dollar,
hitting a low of 91.14. It final-
ly settled at an all-time low of
90.93 against the American
currency. “The Indian rupee
appreciated after a five-day
losing streak, bolstered by
suspected aggressive inter-
vention from the central
bank,” Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, said. Parmar fur-
ther added that high volatili-
ty is expected to persist in the
forex market amid shifting
economic and geopolitical
headlines. “Technically,
USD/INR has immediate
resistance at 90.60 and sup-
port at 89.70,” he said.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a bas-
ket of six currencies, was
trading 0.42 per cent higher
at 98.56. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, was
trading 2.09 per cent higher
at USD 60.16 per barrel in
futures trade. 

December 2025: A Prayer
Meeting was organised in
Mumbai to honour the mem-
ory of Gopichand P Hinduja,
late Chairman of the
Hinduja Group, who recent-
ly passed away. The Prayer
Meeting was attended by
Captains of the India Inc,
friends from the Political
world cutting across party
lines, members of the diplo-
matic corps, and several
leading film personalities.

Glowing tributes were paid
to Shri GP Hinduja about his
multi-faceted personality by
Spiritual Leaders like
Chidanand Saraswati of
Parmarth Niketan, close
associates, etc. 
Notable singers like
Anuradha Paudwal, Nitin
Mukesh, and Mohit Lalwani
sang GP Hinduja’s favourite
bhajans and songs pic-
turised on his dear friend,
the late Raj Kapoor.

Price increases in the US
eased in recent months, as
costs for items including
hotels, milk and some kinds
of clothing fell. The latest fig-
ures from the Labor
Department showed prices
rose 2.7% over the 12 months
to November. That pace was
down from 3% in September
and lower than many ana-
lysts had expected, potential-
ly bolstering the case for the
US central bank to continue
cutting interest rates. The
signs of cooling inflation
came as frustration over
years of rising prices has
raised pressure on US
President Donald Trump to
deliver on his promises of
relief. The consumer price
index (CPI) report had been
delayed by the US govern-
ment shutdown, which also
prevented collection of some
data. Art Hogan, chief market
strategist at B. Riley Wealth,
said the report reflected dis-
counts offered by retailers in
November, as the holiday
shopping season swung into
gear. But he noted that with-
out the October data it was
difficult to draw too many
definitive conclusions about
wider trends. "All told this is

a positive report, that comes
with an asterisk," he said.
"Subsequent CPI's will likely
smooth out the statistical
errors that might have been
present in today's report."
The report showed an unusu-
al slowdown in the price
increases for rents and other
housing costs, which are
weighted heavily in US infla-
tion calculations and have
been a key point of concern
for many households. But
Bernard Yaros, lead econo-
mist at Oxford Economics,
cautioned that the easing
might "be more noise than
signal due to the disruptions
from the shutdown". Inflation

in the US has been ticking up
in recent months, fuelled in
part by price rises for items,
such as toys, appliances and
furniture, that were affected
by the wave of tariffs 
Trump announced earlier
this year. He has since rolled
back some of those plans,
including most recently
announcing exemptions
from tariffs for high-profile
consumer food staples like
bananas and coffee. The
White House has blamed
frustrations on the jump in
prices that Trump inherited
when he entered office, while
arguing that any further rise
in prices associated with tar-

iffs would be a one-time
move. But analysts have been
concerned about price pres-
sures spreading into other
areas, especially as Trump's
crackdown on immigration
tightens the supply of work-
ers in sectors such as farm-
ing, hospitality and construc-
tion. In a primetime address
on Wednesday, Trump
claimed that inflation had
"stopped". He called on the
Federal Reserve to deliver
relief in the form of lower bor-
rowing costs, promising to
name a new person to lead
the US central bank "who
believes in lower interest
rates by a lot". Some analysts
said Thursday's report could
help convince the Fed that
further cuts would be appro-
priate, even though inflation,
despite the president's
claims, remains above the 2%
rate considered healthy.
"Today it got to see inflation
moving in the right direc-
tion," said Ellen Zentner,
chief economic strategist for
Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management. "Inflation may
still be above target, but
today's data made the open-
ing for additional rate cuts
just a little wider."

NNew Delhi: Fintech firm
One97 Communications
on Thursday said its sub-
sidiary Paytm Payments
Services Limited (PPSL)
has received authorisa-
tion from the Reserve
Bank of India to operate
as a Payment Aggregator
for physical (offline) pay-
ments and cross-border
transactions. The
approval is in addition to
the authorisation for
Online Payment
Aggregation already
granted by the central
bank to PPSL last month.
“Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on December 17,
2025 has authorised
Paytm Payments Services
Limited (PPSL), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of One
97 Communications
Limited, to operate as a
Payment Aggregator for
Physical (offline) pay-
ments and Cross-Border
transactions (both inward
and outward), in addition
to the online Payment
Aggregator authorisation
already granted by RBI on
November 26, 2025, under
the Payment and

Settlement Systems Act,
2007,” Paytm said in a reg-
ulatory filing.

With the new license,
PPSL now holds Payment
Aggregator authorisa-
tions across online,
offline, and cross-border
segments use cases,
enabling end-to-end pay-
ment aggregation servic-
es for merchants.
In November 2020, PPSL

applied for a license with
the RBI to operate as a
payment aggregator
under the guidelines on
Regulation of Payment
Aggregators and Payment

Gateways. However, in
November 2022, the RBI
rejected PPSL’s applica-
tion and asked the compa-
ny to resubmit it, so as to
comply with Press Note 3
under 
FDI rules. Subsequently,
the company filed the
required application on
December 14, 2022, with
the Government of India
for the past downward
investment from OCL
(One97 Communications
Ltd) into the company in
order to comply with
Press Note 3 prescribed
under FDI guidelines.

New Delhi: Economic
Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
member Sanjeev Sanyal on
Thursday said he is not
concerned about the rupee
at all, arguing that even
China and Japan wit-
nessed exchange rate
weaknesses during their
high growth phases.
Speaking at ‘Times
Network’s India Economic
Conclave 2025‘, Sanyal said
since the 90s, the rupee has
mostly been allowed to find
its own level, but the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) uses its reserves to
intervene in either direc-
tion to stop excessive
volatility. “I am not con-
cerned about the rupee at
all… Let me say that the
rupee and its current
weakness should not be
necessarily conflated with
some economic worry,
because historically, if you
go over time, you will see
that economies that are in
their high growth phase
very often go through a
phase of exchange rate

weakness,” he said.  The
rupee sank to a fresh
record low, breaching the
91-a-dollar mark for the
first time on Tuesday. “So
you go back to, for exam-
ple, when the Japanese
economy was growing
very, very fast, their
exchange rate was kept
quite weak. The Chinese
had that in the 90s and
2000s till they began to
allow the yuan to strength-
en. “So in itself, it (weaken-
ing of rupee) does not mean

anything, as long as it is
not generating domestic
inflation, which clearly, it
is not,” Sanyal argued.
Since April 2, 2025, when
the US announced sweep-
ing tariff hikes across
economies, the Indian
rupee (INR) has depreciat-
ed 5.7 per cent against USD
(most amongst the major
economies), notwithstand-
ing sporadic phases of
appreciation owing to opti-
mism over the US-India
trade deal. Responding to a

question on the India-US
trade deal, Sanyal said
India is pursuing trade
negotiations very aggres-
sively with the European
Union and the US. “But let
me also be very clear here
that as we pursue these, we
will have to make decisions
where some trade-offs have
to be made, but we will
work to make sure that
they are done to our best
national interest,” he said.
So for example, Sanyal said
in the case of the US, India

has not escalated anything.
“We have been careful not
to do that. But at the same
time, we have not bent
down,” he said, adding that
China and India are now
only two countries that
have not really bent down
to the US pressure. India
and the US are “very close”
to finalising the framework
for their proposed bilateral
trade agreement. 
The two countries are hold-
ing two parallel negotia-
tions — one on a frame-
work trade deal to address
the high tariffs and another
on a comprehensive bilat-
eral trade agreement
(BTA). These talks are
important as the Trump
administration has
imposed steep 50 per cent
tariffs on Indian goods
entering American mar-
kets. The outcomes will
also have a positive influ-
ence on the trajectory of
the rupee, which has depre-
ciated to lifetime lows late-
ly and also breached the
psychologically important
90-to-a-dollar mark.

BP has appointed a new
chief executive, making
Meg O'Neill the first woman
to run a major global oil
firm. The London-based
energy giant said its cur-
rent boss Murray
Auchincloss would step
down less than two years
after he replaced Bernard
Looney, who was found to
have committed "serious
misconduct" in failing to
disclose relationships with
colleagues. Under Ms
O'Neill, who currently runs
Australian oil and gas firm
Woodside Energy, BP is
expected to continue its
recent strategy of moving
away from renewables to
refocus on its core oil and
gas business. Ms O'Neill
said she looks forward to
helping BP "do our part to
meet the world's energy
needs". Ms O'Neill's sur-
prise appointment comes
only three months after BP
appointed a new chairman,
Albert Manifold. In
February, the energy giant
said it would shift its strate-
gy following pressure from
some investors who were
frustrated that its profits and
share price had lagged
behind rivals. Rivals Shell

and Norwegian company
Equinor have also scaled
back plans to invest in green
energy and US President
Donald Trump's call to "drill
baby drill" has encouraged
firms to invest in fossil fuels.
Energy consultant and for-
mer Shell executive Robin
Mills told the BBC's Today
programme that the "sur-
prise" appointment of Ms
O'Neill was about refocusing
on its core oil and gas busi-
nesses. "The new chairman...
has really decided to put his
stamp on things," he said. "I
think the announcement
that's been put here made it
very clear that he felt
Murray [Auchincloss] had
done a decent job, but not
enough and more was need-
ed and some new leadership,
some new blood." 
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Volodymyr Zelensky is urg-
ing European Union leaders
gathered at a crunch sum-
mit in Brussels to loan bil-
lions of euros in frozen
Russian money to fund
Ukraine's military and eco-
nomic needs. Most of
Russia's 210bn (£185bn;
$245bn) worth of assets in
the EU are held by Belgium-
based organisation
Euroclear, and so far
Belgium and some other
members of the bloc have
said they are opposed to
using the cash as a "repara-
tions loan". Russia has
warned the EU not to use its
money, but without a boost
in funding Ukraine's
finances are set to run dry
in a matter of months. "I
hope we will be able to get a
positive decision," Zelensky
told reporters. "Without this
there will be a big problem
for Ukraine." The Brussels
summit comes at a pivotal
moment in the war and
Russia has filed a lawsuit
against Euroclear in a

Moscow court in a bid to get
its money back. One
European government offi-
cial described being "cau-
tiously optimistic, not over-
ly optimistic" that a deal
would be agreed. European
Commission chief Ursula
von der Leyen said "we will
not leave the summit with-
out a solution". All eyes are
on Belgian Prime Minister
Bart De Wever, who told the
Belgian parliament on
Thursday: "I haven't yet
seen any text that would
persuade me to change
Belgium's position". US
President Donald Trump
has said a deal is closer than
ever to end the war - which
began with Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. US and
Russian officials are due to
meet in Miami this week-
end for further talks on a
peace plan, a White House
official told the AFP news
agency. It is thought
Kremlin envoy Kirill
Dmitriev will talk to Trump

envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner. Ukrainian
officials are also heading to
the US, and President
Volodymyr Zelensky, who
is in Brussels, told reporters
that Kyiv needed the
money, either to support its
army if the war continued,
or to direct the funding
entirely for recovery.
Russia has not yet respond-
ed to the latest peace propos-
als, but the Kremlin has
stressed that plans for a

European-led multinational
force for Ukraine supported
by the US would not be
acceptable. President
Vladimir Putin made his
feelings towards Europe
clear on Wednesday, when
he said the continent was in
a state of "total degradation"
and that "European piglets"
- a derogatory description of
Ukraine's European allies -
were hoping to profit from
Russia's collapse. The
European Commission - the

EU's executive arm - has
proposed loaning Kyiv
about 90bn (£79bn) over the
next two years - out of the
210bn of Russian assets sit-
ting in Europe. That is
about two-thirds of the
137bn that Kyiv is thought
to need to get through 2026
and 2027. Until now the EU
has handed Ukraine the
interest generated by the
cash but not the cash itself.
"This is a crunch time for
Ukraine to keep fighting for
the next year," a Finnish
government official told the
BBC. "There are of course
peace negotiations but this
gives Ukraine leverage to
say 'we're not desperate and
we have the funds to contin-
ue fighting'." The head of the
European Commission says
it will also ramp up the cost
of war for Russia. Russia's
frozen assets are not the
only option on the table for
EU leaders. Another idea,
backed by Belgium, is based
on the EU borrowing the
money on the international

markets, using the EU budg-
et as a guarantee. However,
that would require a unani-
mous vote and Hungary's
Viktor Orban has made it
clear he will not allow any
more EU money to help
Ukraine. For Ukraine, the
hours ahead are significant
and EU leaders have been
keen to stress the momen-
tous nature of the loan deci-
sion. "We know the
urgency. It is acute. We all
feel it. We all see it," Ursula
von der Leyen told the
European Parliament.
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz has played a
leading role in pushing for
the Russian assets to be
used, telling the Bundestag
on the eve of the summit it
was about sending a "clear
signal" to Moscow that con-
tinuing the war was point-
less. EU officials are confi-
dent they have a sound legal
basis to use the frozen
Russian assets, but so far
the Belgian prime minister
remains unconvinced. 

The family of the Bondi
shooting's youngest victim,
Matilda, urged the commu-
nity not to let her death fuel
anger, as they said a final
goodbye to the 10-year-old on
Thursday. Matilda was
among 15 people who were
shot dead when two gunmen
opened fire on an event
marking the start of
Hanukkah at Sydney's Bondi
Beach on Sunday. Speaking
to the BBC at Matilda's funer-
al, her aunt Lina Chernykh

said the Jewish community
is right to want more action
to stamp out antisemitism –
she does too. But she said
Matilda was a joyous child
who spread love everywhere
she went, and urged the com-
munity to do the same in her
honour. "Take your anger
and… just spread happiness
and love and memory for my
lovely niece," Ms Chernykh
said. "I hope maybe she's an
angel now. Maybe she [will]
send some good vibes to the
world." Jewish community
leaders have in recent days
suggested the tragedy was an
inevitable result of Australia
struggling to address rising
antisemitism. The attack on
Sunday was the country's
deadliest incident since 1996,
when a gunman killed 35
people during the Port
Arthur massacre. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist and war correspondent
Peter Arnett has died at the
age of 91, US media has
reported. Arnett won the
international reporting prize
in 1996 for his Vietnam War
coverage at the Associated
Press (AP). But he was also
well known for his work at
CNN, having become a
household name while
reporting on the first Gulf
War. His career spanned
decades and covered several
conflicts in countries includ-
ing Iraq, Vietnam and El
Salvador. The New Zealand-
born journalist died on
Wednesday surrounded by
family and friends in
California, his son told
reporters. He was receiving

hospice care for prostate can-
cer. Arnett first worked for
AP as a wire-service corre-
spondent in Vietnam, from
1962 until the war's end in
1975, often accompanying
troops on missions. At a talk
in 2013, he recalled the
moment he witnessed a sol-
dier being shot in Vietnam as
he paused to read a map. "As
the colonel peered at it, I
heard four loud shots as bul-
lets tore through the map and
into his chest, a few inches
from my face," Arnett told the
American Library
Association. "He sank to the
ground at my feet." The jour-
nalist left AP in 1981 to join US
outlet CNN, where he later
became known for his work
on the first Gulf War. 

A former anaesthetist has
been jailed for life for inten-
tionally poisoning 30
patients, 12 of them fatally.
Frédéric Péchier, 53, was
convicted Friday at the end
of a four-month trial in the
eastern city of Besançon. In
one of France's biggest ever
medical malpractice cases,
Péchier was found to have
introduced chemicals like
potassium chloride or
adrenaline into the infu-
sion bags of patients. His
youngest victim, a four-
year-old child, survived
two cardiac arrests during
a routine tonsil surgery in
2016. The oldest victim was
89. "You are Doctor Death, a
poisoner, a murderer. You
bring shame on all doc-
tors," said prosecutors last
week. "You have turned
this clinic into a grave-
yard."The chemicals

Péchier added triggered
cardiac arrest or haemor-
rhaging in patients, which
required emergency inter-
vention in the operating
theatre. This was often pro-
vided by Péchier himself,
who was then able to pose
as the patient's saviour. But
in 12 cases he was unable to
intervene, or it was too late,
and the patient died. The
prosecution argued that
Péchier acted in order to

discredit fellow anaes-
thetists against whom he
bore a grudge. In most of
the operations, he was not
the primary anaesthetist. It
was alleged he came in
early to the clinic to tamper
with the infusion bags.
Then, when things went
wrong, he was able to step
in after diagnosing the
problem and ordering an
antidote. Péchier was first
placed under investigation

eight years ago, when he
was suspected of poisoning
patients at two clinics in
Besançon between 2008 and
2017. The alert was raised
in 2017 after a surfeit of
potassium chloride was
found in the infusion bag of
a woman who had a heart
attack while being operated
on for a back complaint.
Investigators found a pat-
tern of "serious adverse
events" at the Saint-
Vincent private clinic in
Besançon. 
While the national average
for fatal heart attacks
under anaesthetic was 1 in
100,000, at the clinic it was
more than six times that.
And in most cases national-
ly, an explanation for the
heart attack was subse-
quently found, whereas at
Saint-Vincent the cause
remained a mystery. 

Thailand says it has bombed
a "logistics centre" near the
Cambodian town of Poipet,
known for being a major casi-
no hub and the biggest land
crossing between the two
countries. The bombings
come as renewed border
clashes show no sign of abat-
ing. Cambodia's defence min-
istry said Thai forces
dropped two bombs, while
the Thai side said that they
targeted a facility storing
rocket systems. The renewed
fighting this month has killed
at least 21 people in Thailand
and 17 in Cambodia, while
displacing around 800,000,
officials say. In a statement,
the Cambodian defence min-
istry said Thai forces
dropped two bombs in the

area of Poipet municipality
at around 11:00 am (0400
GMT) Thursday. Shortly
after, Thai Air Force
spokesman Air Marshal
Jackkrit Thammavichai said
that the Thai military had
attacked the centre outside
Poipet that had been used to
store BM-21 rockets and that
no civilians were harmed.

BM-21 rockets are weapons
that are typically fired in vol-
leys from the back of an
armoured vehicle. The bomb-
ings appear to be the first on
Poipet, which is known for
casinos popular with Thai
gamblers and its internation-
al border checkpoint. On
Tuesday, Thailand said
Tuesday that between 5,000

and 6,000 Thai nationals
remained stranded in Poipet
after Cambodia closed its
land border crossings
between the two countries.
Cambodia's interior ministry
said the border closures were
a "necessary measure" to
reduce risks to civilians,
adding that air travel
remained an option for those
seeking to leave. The centu-
ry-old border dispute
between the South East
Asian neighbours dramati-
cally escalated on 24 July
with a Cambodian rocket
barrage into Thailand, fol-
lowed by Thai air strikes.
That set off five days of
intense fighting, which left
dozens of soldiers and civil-
ians dead. 

Australian Prime
Minister Anthony
Albanese says his govern-
ment will crack down on
hate speech following
Sunday's deadly shooting
at Bondi Beach that tar-
geted a Jewish festival.
Fifteen people were killed
when two gunmen
opened fire at an event to
mark the first day of
Hanukkah. New laws will
target "those who spread
hate, division and radical-
isation", Albanese told
reporters in Canberra.
The home affairs minis-
ter will also be given new
powers to cancel or refuse
visas for those who
spread hate and a new
taskforce will be set up to
ensure the education sys-
tem "prevents, tackles
and properly responds to
antisemitism". The new
laws will also include
penalties for preachers
and leaders who promote
violence, a new federal
offence of "aggravated
hate speech", and the
introduction of "hate" as
an aggravating factor in
sentencing crimes for
online threats and harass-
ment. "Every Jewish
Australian has the right

to feel safe, valued and
respected for the contri-
bution that they make to
our great nation,"
Albanese said. "The ter-
rorists, inspired by ISIS...
sought to turn
Australians against each
other. Australians have
responded to that act of
hatred with love and sym-
pathy for those in mourn-
ing." Tensions have been
high in the country since
the shooting, with police
detaining seven men in
southwest Sydney on
Thursday after receiving
a tip that a "violent act
was possibly being
planned", New South
Wales Police said in a
statement. Police said
they did not identify "any
connection" to their
investigation into
Sunday's attack in Bondi.
Two cars were "intercept-
ed" at George Street,
police said. In videos
shared by local media
sites, armed officers
appeared to detain people
on the street just hours
after Albanese made his
speech. Antisemitism
envoy Jillian Segal, who
also spoke at the press
conference.

Dan Bongino has said he
will leave his role as the
FBI's deputy director in
January. In a post on X, he
thanked President
Donald Trump, as well as
the director of the FBI and
the US attorney general
"for the opportunity to
serve with purpose".
Bongino did not say in his
post why he was stepping
down. Earlier on
Wednesday, Trump said
the former podcast host
"did a great job" in office,
and "wants to go back to
his show". Bongino, who
was appointed to the role
by Trump in February,
built a large following
through his podcast and
other media appearances.
He was previously a New
York City police officer
and a US Secret Service
agent assigned to protect
Barack Obama, the for-
mer president. Bongino, a
staunch Trump ally, was
considered a surprise
pick for the role – which
had previously been held
by career agents –
because he had no prior
experience with the
agency. The FBI Agents
Association, which repre-

sents around 14,000 cur-
rent and former agents,
had opposed his appoint-
ment to the position.
Announcing his decision
to step down in
Wednesday's social media
post, Bongino wrote: "I
will be leaving my posi-
tion with the FBI in
January. I want to thank
President Trump, AG
[Pam] Bondi, and
Director [Kash] Patel for
the opportunity to serve
with purpose. "Most
importantly, I want to
thank you, my fellow
Americans, for the privi-
lege to serve you. God
bless America, and all
those who defend Her."
Before joining the agency,
Bongino had echoed dis-
information and conspir-
acy theories about
Trump's false claim that
he won the 2020 election,
and about the 6 January
2021 pipe bomb investiga-
tion. Bongino had previ-
ously called the pipe
bomb case an "inside job".
After taking office he
pushed to make the inves-
tigation, which Attorney
General Bondi said had
"languished.

US President Donald Trump
has announced a "warrior
dividend" payment to US
service members, in a speech
in which he also defended his
track record on the economy
after 11 months back in office.
In a televised address to the
nation on Wednesday,
Trump said cheques for
$1,776 (£1,329) for 1.45 million
US service members were
already on the way" and
should arrive before
Christmas. He said they
would be paid for, in part, by
his tariffs. In the combative
address, Trump also touted
his achievements on immi-
gration while railing against
opposition Democrats.
Speaking loudly and quickly,
he seemed determined to con-
vince Americans that the US
was doing well - and things

would only get better. He
claimed prices were falling,
at a time when polls show
that many Americans are
unhappy about the cost of
housing, childcare and
healthcare. Democrats were
critical of the speech. Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer said the president's
words "showed he lives in a
bubble completely discon-
nected from the reality every-
day Americans are seeing
and feeling". Schumer added:
"People are feeling squeezed
harder and harder every day
and tonight Donald Trump
took a victory lap." In the
brief, 18-minute address,
Trump said the "warrior div-
idend", which totals $2.57bn
(£1.9bn), would be distributed
"in honour of our nation's
founding in 1776". Trump

added that the funds were
drawn from his sweeping tar-
iffs, as well as the "One Big,
Beautiful Bill" that he signed
into law on 4 July. "Nobody
deserves it more than our
military," he said. The presi-
dent offered little new infor-
mation in the speech, and
some of his assertions were
either exaggerated or
unfounded. Much of Trump's

address focused on his eco-
nomic record and the admin-
istration's efforts to bring
down prices - which he
blamed on former US
President Joe Biden and the
Democrats. Trump men-
tioned the former president
seven times. "Now, under our
leadership, they [prices] are
all coming down and coming
down fast," he said.

"Democrat politicians also
sent the cost of groceries
soaring, but we are solving
that too." While fuel and egg
prices have indeed fallen,
many other food items are
more expensive. Economic
data from September shows
the US inflation rate hit 3%
for the first time since
January, while consumer
confidence fell to its lowest
level since April due to con-
cerns over the cost of living,
jobs and the wider economy.
Trump has previously
acknowledged that concerns
over rising prices have con-
tributed to a lacklustre per-
formance for candidates
from his Republican Party
during elections held in
November - with the
Democrats having success in
Virginia, New Jersey and

New York City, as well as
more recently in Miami and
Georgia. He has also
acknowledged that incum-
bent presidents and their par-
ties often fare poorly in mid-
term elections, which will
take place next year. The
White House has since been
wrestling with how to
address voter concerns about
the economy, while at the
same time pushing back on
repeated Democratic criti-
cism over rising prices. The
political dilemma faced by
the Trump administration
has been highlighted by
recent polling. One poll, from
Politico, showed that about
half of overall voters - and 4 in
10 people who voted for
Trump in 2024 - felt the cost of
living was the worst it has
been in their lives. 



7CHENNAI
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025 

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.comSPORTS

Bangladesh cricket team
fast bowler Mustafizur
Rahman will not be avail-
able for a portion of the IPL
2026 season, according to a
report by India Today. He
was bought by KKR for Rs
9.2 crore in the IPL 2026 auc-
tion alongside Sri Lanka's
Matheesha Pathirana who
came for Rs 18 crore. The
report quoted sources from
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) and stated that
Mustafizur will miss the
matches between April 16
and 23. The IPL 2026 sched-
ule is all set to clash with
Bangladesh's home ODI and
T20I series against New
Zealand. IPL 2026 will
reportedly run from March

26 to May 31 and although
Mustafizur is not a regular
in Bangladesh's ODI side, he
features prominently in
their T20I matches. The
report further claimed that
he will be issued a partial No

Objection Certificate (NOC)
from the cricket board that
will exempt him from the
ODI series and as a result, he
will return to India after just
playing the T20I series.
Kolkata Knight Riders

(KKR) made a strong state-
ment at the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 mini-auc-
tion, led by the marquee
signings Cameron Green,
Matheesha Pathirana and
Mustafizur Rahman. They
also added depth with Finn
Allen, Rachin Ravindra and
returning players Tim
Seifert and Rahul Tripathi.
Backed by a clear focus on
emerging Indian talent,
KKR's buys reflected bal-
ance, quality and long-term
planning, as per a release.
The side went all out for
Australian batter Green,
winning a bidding battle
against the Chennai Super
Kings to secure him for Rs
25.20 crore. 

Ishan Kishan was in fiery
form for Jharkhand against
Haryana in the final of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy -
the national T20 tournament.
The wicketkeeper-batter,
who is the captain of
Jharkhand, slammed 101 off
just 49 balls (10x6s, 6x4s).
This was Kishan's fifth cen-
tury in SMAT in 62 innings,
equalling Abhishek Sharma.
Kishan hit 33 sixes in SMAT
2025 - the most by a designat-
ed wicketkeeper-captain in
any T20 tournament (inter-
national or domestic fran-
chise). Earlier, MS Dhoni (30
sixes, IPL 2018) and Nicholas
Pooran (30, ILT20 2023-24)
held the record. Kishan's cen-
tury is bound to be noticed
by the BCCI selectors.
Kishan, who last played for
India against Australia in a
T20I in 2023, has been play-

ing for India A in recent
times. However, as far as
T20Is go, Sanju Samson and
Jitesh Sharma are above
him in the pecking order.
Kishan made a compelling
case for a T20I recall with a
belligerent hundred to power
Jharkhand to their maiden

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
title with a 69-run victory
over Haryana here on
Thursday. Kishan went on a
six-hitting spree, smashing
10 maximums en route to a
breathtaking 49-ball 101, as
Jharkhand piled up an
imposing 262 for 3.

Jharkhand bowlers, led by
medium pacer Anukul Roy,
then struck twice in his
opening over while his team
applied the brakes with regu-
lar wickets to bowl out
Haryana for 193, despite a
fighting half-century from
w i c k e t k e e p e r - b a t t e r
Yashvardhan Dalal (53). Roy
also also smashed a 20-ball
40. Jharkhand thus became
the 12th state to win the
country's premier T20
domestic tournament.
Invited to bat first, the
Jharkhand skipper stitched
a decisive 177-run partner-
ship for the second wicket
with Kumar Kushagra, who
played the perfect foil with a
rapid 81 off 38 deliveries to
keep the pressure firmly on
the Haryana bowlers. The
century was Kishan's second
of the tournament. 

England had a review rein-
stated following a major
controversy over 'Snicko
technology' during Day 1 of
the third Ashes Test
against Australia.
Controversy erupted when
the Australia batter sur-
vived an early chance in
the innings when he
flashed at a delivery from
Josh Tongue in the 63rd
over. Wicket-keeper Jamie
Smith completed the catch
behind the stumps and he
was confident in his appeal
along with other England
fielders. However, umpire
Ahsan Raza turned it down
and England quickly went
for a review. There was a
spike shown on the
'Snickometer' but it
appeared 2-3 frames before
the ball passed the bat. The
third umpire was not con-
vinced and he ruled in
Australia's favour while
explaining that the ball had
"gone well under" the bat:
"There's a clear gap, no
spike." What England did
next However, the England
team management was not
convinced by the decision
and according to
ESPNcricinfo, head coach

Brendon McCullum and
team manager Wayne
Bentley held talks with the
match referee Jeff Crowe
after the end of play on Day
1. The England Cricket
Board (ECB) also requested
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to review
their systems. Even Carey,
who went on to score 106,
admitted that he thought
that he had hit the ball. “I
felt something when it went
past,” Carey said. “In the
moment you just trust the
process, but it did feel like
one of those where the play-
ers knew more than the
screen was showing.”

Apology from 'Snicko' oper-
ator BBG Sports, the sup-
plier of the 'Snicko technol-
ogy, suggested that an oper-
ator had "selected the incor-
rect stump mic for audio
processing" and took "full
responsibility for the
error". The apology also
resulted in England bowl-
ing coach David Saker
expressing his doubts
about the technology. "We
shouldn't be talking about
this after a day's play, it
should just be better than
that," Saker said. "In this
day and age, you'd think the
technology is good enough
to pick things up like that."

Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming was
quite honest while talking
about the side's decision of
trading Ravindra Jadeja for
Sanju Samson. He admitted
that the move was executed
in order to keep the franchise
prepared when MS Dhoni
leaves. Notably, the leg-
endary wicketkeeper-batter
has guided CSK to a record-
equalling five Indian Premier
League titles. Given Dhoni is
at the fag end of his career,
CSK need a replacement to
fill his shoes in the upcoming
years. The trade was a big call
from the franchise as it also
included England's Sam
Curran. The all-rounder too
headed to Rajasthan Royals
along with Ravindra Jadeja
for Samson as part of the deal.
"For us, the opportunity was
there. We felt we were still a
little bit light in our opening
batting. And we were also
looking at the fact that at
some point, MS will move
on," Fleming said at the IPL
2026 auction. "Sanju is an

international-quality player,
and he fills that role very well
"So it's succession planning,
but also about refreshing the
group and looking at what
Chennai will look like in six
years, not just two." CSK are
shifting from their mindset of
preferring experience over
everything. The franchise
that was once known as the

hub for veteran cricketers is
now moving towards roping
in more and more young-
sters. The change was seen
midway through IPL 2025
when CSK included the likes
of uncapped players Ayush
Mhatre and Urvil Patel. Even
during the auction on
December 16 this year, the
franchise splurged a huge

sum of Rs 14.2 crore each for
uncapped players Prashant
Veer and Kartik Sharma. "As
the game has evolved, we
might have been a little bit
slow to evolve with it. Only
halfway through the (2025)
tournament we had a big shift
and you saw with the players
we got in as reserves, there
was a shift in what we needed

to do," Fleming said. Mhatre,
Urvil, Veer and Kartik repre-
sent a new generation of play-
ers who have grown up train-
ing to meet T20's demands,
and are as likely to catch IPL
scouts' eyes in local T20
leagues as they are to come
through the traditional route
of age-group and domestic
cricket. Fleming said these
"T20 babies" played in a way
that was all about expressing
their skills, where earlier gen-
erations may have second-
guessed themselves looking
to assess the match situation.
"I just wonder if we're now
seeing the product of T20 com-
ing to the fore," Fleming said.
"We witnessed at the start of
last year, and certainly the
year before that my view used
to be that experience was
going to win, but now you
have this fearless athlete
that's been brought up on T20
cricket and has a skillset
that's mouthwatering, and
they just have no fear about
what environment they need
to exhibit these skills.

Talented India batter
Yashasvi Jaiswal had a big
health scare on Tuesday
and had to be rushed to a
hospital. The left-handed
opener experienced severe
stomach cramps after a
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
match between Mumbai
and Rajasthan in Pune.
Jaiswal had to be admitted
to Aditya Birla Hospital
with acute gastroenteritis.
The 23-year-old batter
scored 15 off 16 balls as
Mumbai chased down the
target of 217. A report has
now claimed that Jaiswal
"ate something" in the hotel
where he was staying,
which resulted in the com-
plication. "It is food poison-
ing. He ate something in the

Pune hotel, which has led to
this. There was pain, but
his condition is much bet-
ter after timely medication.
He has lost over 2 kg
already in the last two days,
and the doctors have asked
him to rest for at least the
next 7-10 days," TOI quoted
a source as saying. Jaiswal

might have to miss the first
few rounds of matches in
the domestic one-dayer
Vijay Hazare Trophy,
which starts on December
24. "It will be touch and go
for the first few matches for
him to turn up for the Vijay
Hazare Trophy. There are
ODIs vs New Zealand after

that too, and he is likely to
be in the squad for that
series," the source added.
Jaiswal had been suffering
from stomach cramps
throughout the SMAT
game, and his condition
worsened after the match.
At the hospital, he under-
went an ultrasound and a
CT scan and received prop-
er medical attention. He
was later advised to contin-
ue his medication and take
adequate rest. Talking
about the match, Ajinkya
Rahane's unbeaten 72 and
Sarfaraz Khan's brutal 22-
ball 73 powered Mumbai to
a three-wicket victory over
Rajasthan in their Super
League Group B clash of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. 

Back-up goalkeeper Matvei
Safonov saved four penalties
as Paris Saint-Germain
edged out Brazilians
Flamengo 2-1 in a shoot-out to
win the FIFA
Intercontinental Cup final in
Qatar on Wednesday. PSG
led through Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia before
Jorginho's spot-kick levelled
for Flamengo as the game fin-
ished 1-1 after extra time.
Copa Libertadores winners
Flamengo defeated Mexicans
Cruz Azul and African cham-
pions Pyramids last week to
earn the right to face PSG and
pushed the European cham-
pions all the way with a
dogged display. But Luis
Enrique's men, who received
a bye to the final, were
indebted to Safonov and fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Real
Madrid who lifted the inau-
gural title last year. "I think
this year is impossible to

repeat for Paris Saint-
Germain. It's an unforget-
table year," said Luis
Enrique. "Six trophies, not
bad. We must keep going. It's
our mentality to keep win-
ning and keep making histo-
ry. That's what we want."
PSG thought they had taken
the lead in the ninth minute
when Fabian Ruiz cleverly
hooked the ball into an empty
net after Flamengo goalkeep-

er Agustin Rossi miskicked a
clearance while trying to pre-
vent a corner. But the goal
was ruled out by VAR
because Rossi had narrowly
failed to stop the ball from
going out of play. But PSG did
break the deadlock eight min-
utes before half-time courtesy
of another Rossi error. The
Argentinian turned Desire
Doue's low cross, which
looked to be too strong for

Kvaratskhelia, straight into
the Georgian's pass for the
simplest of tap-ins. Flamengo
managed to stay in the game,
though, and were awarded a
penalty on the hour mark for
a foul by Marquinhos on
Uruguay midfielder Giorgian
de Arrascaeta after a VAR
review. Former Chelsea and
Arsenal player Jorginho
stepped up to send Safonov
the wrong way in trademark
fashion. PSG pressed for a
winner, sending on Bradley
Barcola and Ousmane
Dembele who set up a last-
gasp chance for Marquinhos.
But the centre-back could not
react quickly enough to get
his effort on target as the ball
flashed across goal and the
game headed into extra time.
Both teams saw half-chances
come and go in the added half-
hour, with Dembele flashing
a shot narrowly off target in
the 116th minute. 

Jake Paul has spent years
demanding to be recog-
nised as a "real" boxer. He
has called out the likes of
Saul 'Canelo' Alvarez,
while at the same time
picking opponents rang-
ing from retired MMA
fighters and faded ex-
champions to reality TV
personalities and even a
grandfather. But on
Friday in Miami, that
sideshow collides with
boxing's top tier as Paul
faces two-time heavy-
weight world champion
and Olympic gold medal-
list Anthony Joshua.
Some give Paul, the
Disney-actor-turned-
YouTuber-turned-boxer,
credit for daring. Others
question his sanity.
Almost nobody gives him
a chance. "I worry about
Jake's health," trainer Joe
Gallagher tells BBC Sport.
Former world champion
and Team GB coach
Richie Woodhall says
Joshua is the "hardest
puncher" he has ever had
on the pads. Liverpool's
two-division champion
Natasha Jonas calls the
whole event simply "wild".
That tension with boxing's
old guard irritates Paul. In

fight week, he bristled at
the mention of criticism,
describing detractors as a
"peanut gallery that does-
n't exist" and insisting the
question of whether he
belongs no longer con-
cerns him. On paper, Paul-
Joshua is the biggest mis-
match to headline a box-
ing event. Yet inside
Paul's camp, the tone is
very different. There is a
belief the 28-year-old has
improved far more than
the public realise. Paul
has built the kind of oper-
ation only someone with
serious finances - and
intent - could assemble.
Even sceptics acknowl-
edge the graft. "He's not
one of these people who
say it but don't live it. He
takes it seriously," Jonas
says. He trains out of a
£3m converted warehouse
in Puerto Rico, a full-time
base with recovery suites,
a strength and condition-
ing centre and high-end
equipment used by elite
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .
Conditioning coach Larry
Wade, who has worked
with world champions
such as Shawn Porter and
Badou Jack, oversees his
physical work.

Ecuador defender Mario
Pineida has died at the
age of 33 after being shot
in Guayaquil. Local
media reported that
Pineida was shot on
Wednesday by two people
on motorbikes who
opened fire on him, his
mother and another
woman outside a shop in
the north of the city.
Ecuador's interior min-
istry said it has sent a spe-
cial police unit to investi-
gate. Guayaquil has
become a hotspot for gang
violence and drug traf-
ficking, with 1,900 mur-
ders recorded between
January and September -
the highest in Ecuador.
Three second-tier foot-
ballers were killed in
September and a local

player was wounded in a
shooting in October.
Pineida won nine caps for
Ecuador between 2014
and 2021. He began his
club career at
Independiente DV before
moving to Barcelona SC
in Guayaquil in 2016. He
also spent time on loan at
Fluminese and El
Nacional. Independiente
and Fluminese paid trib-
ute to Pineida on social
media, while Barcelona
SC said "this unfortunate
news makes all of us who
are part of this institution
deeply dismayed". In a
statement, the
Ecuadorian Football
Federation condemned
the violence and passed
on condolences to
Pineida's family.

"MS DHONI WILL MOVE ON":
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After Tere Ishk Mein,
Kriti Sanon is now setting
her sights on her next
project. The actress will
next be seen in Homi
Adajania's Cocktail 2. The
film is a spiritual sequel to
the director's iconic 2012
film Cocktail and also fea-
tures Shahid Kapoor and
Rashmika Mandanna in
lead roles. In an interview
with Zoom, Kriti Sanon
revealed that she was
looking for a film that
wasn't as heavy as her
recent release. “I think
Cocktail 2 just happened
at the right time. I was
craving for it. I wanted to
go into that really young,
urban, fun space of a rom-
com," the actress said.
"Yes, it's a sequel, but it's
more of a vibe sequel, I
feel. The story is complete-
ly different, the charac-
ters are completely differ-
ent, and their backstories
are completely different.
So everything is different,
except for the vibe of
Cocktail. And of course,
Maddock Films and Homi
Adajania. So that remains
as is," she added. Kriti
Sanon further revealed
that two major schedules
of the film have already

been completed, and the
third schedule will begin
soon in Mumbai. The
actress mentioned, “I
think I'm looking so differ-
ent from what I have ever
looked, which I'm very
excited about and it's also
very fresh." Drawing par-
allels between her film
and its prequel, Kriti
Sanon said, "When you
watch Cocktail 1, some-
thing about it still feels
today. It doesn't make you
feel like it's what, 12 years
old or something, you
know? And you still feel
like it's today's film. And I
think that's how even this
film is. It's very refresh-
ing, the visuals are stun-
ning and it's got a take on
modern equations and
relationships. Very rele-
vant to what it speaks
about. And I've had a blast
shooting with Shahid and
Rashmika, and of course,
Homi is mad, so his crazi-
ness kind of keeps us all
going for a fun ride.” 

Cocktail 2 marks
Kriti's second collabora-
tion with Shahid Kapoor
after Teri Baaton Mein
Aisa Uljha Jiya. The film
is expected to be released
by the end of 2026.

Mumbai: Filmmaker Karan Johar has
opened up about dealing with online trolls
targeting him and his family. Speaking at
India’s International Movement to United
Nations (I.I.M.U.N), where he was recently
announced as a member of their Board of
Advisors, Karan opened up about handling
criticism. He told IANS, “The important
thing to realise is to understand whether the
criticism coming your way is coming from a
place of genuine analysis. When a critic
writes about your work and has not appreci-
ated it, but you know that he or she came to
watch your film wanting to love it, and then
did not love it, and wrote a critical piece, you
have to recognize that this person means
well.” “They did not like your film, and you
must appreciate that criticism. If there is
something to learn from it, you should learn,
knowing that the criticism is coming from a
solid place. It is not coming from bias. It is
not coming from a place of being vindictive,
vicious, or unnecessarily negative. The first
thing, therefore, is to analyse where the crit-
icism is coming from. That is what I do.”
Karan went on to explain, “Ninety-five per-
cent of trolling comes from faceless, name-
less, and pointless people. Mostly, they are
unhappy. Many times unemployed, and
therefore frustrated, angry, and bitter. All
that negativity makes them want to troll
you. Now, what should you feel? Should you
be offended, upset, humiliated, and insulted,
or should you feel pity? I choose the latter. I
feel pity. “I feel pity for anyone who trolls me
for two reasons. First, I feel pity for the per-
son who is probably struggling through the
beats of their life to the extent that they are
being so negative about me. They insult my
way of talking, speaking, walking, and even
go so far as to insult my mother, my chil-
dren, my family, and my ecosystem. That
level of bitterness only reflects how unhappy

they are. What I should feel, therefore, is
nothing but pity. Second, I also feel impor-
tant. You should either be loved or hated.
What you should never face is indifference.
Imagine when no one talks about you. That
is far worse. I never want to face indiffer-
ence.” The ace filmmaker further men-
tioned, “There is a famous song that says,
“kuch to log kahenge, logon ka kaam hai
kehna”, and I agree with that as well. But I
look at it in a very simple way. When some-
one says the most ridiculous things about
me, insults or humiliates me, I feel only one
thing, and I say this sincerely. I only feel
pity.” “I think to myself, poor fellow, poor
lady. They must be extremely unhappy to
waste so much energy on negativity. There
may be reasons for their unhappiness, and I
genuinely feel bad for that. So, the next time
criticism comes your way and it is not valid,
and it does not come from a well-meaning
place, you know what to do. 

Star hero Vijay
Deverakonda is starring
in an exciting new film
under the prestigious
banner of Sri
Venkateswara Creations.
This project is being pro-
duced by successful pro-
ducers Dil Raju and
Shirish. Directed by the
talented Ravi Kiran Kola,
who gained acclaim for
his debut film Raja Vaaru
Rani Gaaru, the movie
promises to be a gripping
experience. The makers
announced the film’s title

glimpse release date with
an interesting promo. In
the promo, director Ravi
Kiran Kola said, “I’ve
been waiting for a long
time to tell this story
about a man. 
I found him in my memo-
ry. He is very personal,
and I’ve watched him and
grown up seeing him. He
is not perfect, but he is
real. Flawed, angry,
wounded - and more than
I hated him, I loved him.
This story had to be told.
You will meet him.” This

simple glimpse explains
the character of the pro-
tagonist, and the appear-
ance of Vijay
Deverakonda’s hand at
the end raises intrigue
about the film. 
The film 's glimpse is
releasing on December
22nd at 07:29 PM. Set
against the backdrop of a
rural action drama, this
ambitious film is being
planned as a massive
pan-India project. The
regular shoot is expected
to commence soon.

Popular Choreographer Jani
Master's wife Smt. V. V.
Sumalatha Devi was elected
as the President of the
Telugu Film and TV Dancers
and Dance Directors
Association (TFTDDA).  In
this regard, the swearing-in
ceremony was grandly held
in Hyderabad on Thursday.
Srisailam Yadav and Jubilee
Hills MLA Naveen Yadav
attended the event as chief
guests. At the event...
*Jubilee Hills MLA Naveen
Yadav said*... “I am happy
that for the first time, a
woman has been elected as
the president of this union. I
believe that Sumalatha's vic-
tory will bring a new dimen-
sion to the union. Jani
Master has earned fame and
recognition across the coun-
try. Jani Master, who rose
from humble beginnings to
great heights, and his wife
Sumalatha were elected
based on the trust placed in
them. I will always be indebt-
ed to the film workers who
treat my family as their own.
I will always stand by this
union.” *Smt. V. V.
Sumalatha Devi said*... “My
thanks to everyone who con-
tributed to this victory and to
everyone who voted. I assure

you that I will resolve every
problem within the union.”
*Speaking, Srisailam Yadav
said*... “Congratulations to
Sumalatha Devi, who won
the elections. There are some
minor issues in the union.
Let's resolve them among
ourselves. Filing cases out-
side will only make us look
bad. Let's all move forward
together. My best wishes to
everyone who won in these
elections.” *Speaking, promi-
nent producer C. Kalyan
said*... “Srisailam Yadav

was the first to donate money
to this organization. He was
always at the forefront when-
ever the film industry faced
any difficulties. His son
Naveen is a great person.
Srisailam's wife provided
financial assistance to many
female artists and dancers.
Many tried to pull Jani
down, but now he has risen
to great heights. Sumalatha's
victory will bring good days
to this union. On our behalf,
we will also provide all kinds
of support and cooperation to

this union.” *Speaking, Jani
Master said*... “Thanks to
everyone who voted for us
and made us win with their
trust. As promised, with the
cooperation of the winning
body, we will work for the
welfare of the union. Every
member of the union should
have health insurance.
When I mentioned this to
Ram Charan, he immediate-
ly provided financial assis-
tance. Thanks to Srisailam
Yadav and Naveen Yadav for
assuring that every member

of the union will get a plot of
land. My wish is that when a
member of our union retires,
we should plan to give them
approximately ten to fifteen
lakhs at that time.” “I am
praying to God that this wish
will be fulfilled,” he said. K.
Srinivasa Rao took oath as
General Secretary, P.
Chiranjeevi Kumar as
Treasurer, K. Suresh and M.
Raju as Vice Presidents, K.
Kiran Kumar and A. Ramu
as Joint Secretaries, U. Shiva
Krishna as Executive
Secretary, and K. Satish
Goud, K. Sridevi, P. Suresh,
S. Vedant, Manohar, L.
Krishna, B. Suman, R. Bose,
and S. Shruti as committee
members. The event was
attended by Telugu Film
Chamber President Bharat
Bhushan, Telugu Film
Chamber General Secretary
K.L. Damodar Prasad,
Rangareddy District Joint
Commissioner of Labour
Shyam Sundar Reddy,
Telugu Film Federation
President Anil Kumar
Vallabhaneni, Telugu Film
Federation General
Secretary Ammiraju, Telugu
Film Federation Treasurer
G. Bheemudu (Srikanth),
and others.

Starring versatile actor
Aadi Saikumar in the lead,
Shambala is produced by
Rajashekhar Annabhimoju
and Mahidhar Reddy under
the Shining Pictures ban-
ner, and directed by
Ugandhar Muni. The film
features Archana Iyer,
Swasika, Ravi Varma,
Madhunandan, and Shiva
Karthik in key roles. Music
is composed by Sricharan
Pakala. The film is set for a
grand theatrical release on
December 25. As part of the
promotions, music director
Sricharan Pakala interact-
ed with the media and
shared insights about the
film. Excerpts from his
interaction: Shambala has
multiple themes. I began
working on the film the
very next day after the
director narrated the story.
Director Ugandhar Muni
has a strong understanding
of sound, and his entire
direction team is extremely
passionate and particular
about every detail. I have
worked on many thrillers,
but composing for a scien-
tific and mythological
thriller like Shambala was
a completely new experi-
ence. Everyone has access

to the usual set of instru-
ments, but I always try to
create something new and
distinctive in terms of
sound. For films like this,
which need to keep audi-
ences on the edge of their
seats, the sound has to be
extraordinary. Through
sound, we often need to mis-
lead the audience intention-
ally as part of the narrative.
The four songs that appear
within the story are out-
standing. I grew up listen-
ing to mythological stories,
and it feels special to com-
pose music for a story root-
ed in that genre. For this
film, I used a wide variety
of instruments and even
employed some custom

equipment that I personally
developed for my own
work. The producers never
pressured anyone at any
point. They gave us ample
time and spent generously
to ensure a high-quality
output. Shambala was
made without any compro-
mises. The songs and back-
ground score were complet-
ed seamlessly, almost in a
single flow. The songs have
turned out very well,
though the team is releas-
ing them gradually. The
freshness in my sound
largely comes from my
team. The background
scores in my films have
consistently earned a good
reputation. Every film of
Aadi garu usually features
a chartbuster song, and
Shambala also has a beauti-
ful melody of that kind,
which will be released soon.
The end-title song will also
leave a strong impression.
This is a very new and dif-
ferent film for Aadi.
Working with a strong
team, we have made a good
film together. We took
extreme care with sound
design. The film truly deliv-
ers its impact only when
experienced in a theatre. 

New Delhi: The ban on
Dhurandhar by Pakistan
and some Gulf nations has
not affected its run at the
box office. The movie is
showing no signs of slowing
down, but the ISI has a
major problem back in
Pakistan. The movie, which
deals with the 1999
Khandahar hijacking,
Mumbai 26/11 attacks and
also the Lyari gang wars,
has not gone down well with
the Pakistan establishment,
and all attempts have been
made to block it. However,
the ISI has completely lost
control over the digital
space and attempts at a
blackout have failed miser-
ably. At least 2 million ille-
gal downloads of the film
have been reported in
Pakistan in just two weeks.

It has gone on to become the
most pirated movie in
Pakistan, beating 2.0 and
Raees. The ban in Pakistan
may have cost the movie
makers Rs 50-60 crore, but
the message about Pakistan
being a complete terror state
has been sent across
Pakistan. Although it makes
no difference to the
Pakistanis about what their
country is, it is a psycholog-
ical win for India, which has
managed to spread the mes-
sage despite the movie being
banned. The Pakistanis are
particularly upset about the
portrayal of Lyari. The
establishment is so desper-
ate to counter this narrative
that it has decided to fast-
track a film about Lyari
showing the place in a good
light. "Indian movie

Dhurandhar is yet another
example of negative propa-
ganda by the Indian film
industry against Pakistan,
especially targeting Lyari.
Lyari is not violence - it is
culture, peace, talent, and
resilience. Next month,
Mera Lyari will release,
showing the true face of
Lyari: peace, prosperity,
and pride. #MeraLyari,"
Sindh's Senior Provincial
Minister for Information,
Sharjeel Inam Memon said
on X. The ISI, despite moni-
toring the Internet relating
to the movie, has completely
failed to take control.
Torrents and piracy links
are all over the internet,
which are being used to
download the movie. The
Dark Web experts in the
country are using the

servers in Sri Lanka, Nepal
and Malaysia to ensure that
the Pakistanis are able to
download the film illegally
and watch it. The Pakistanis
are downloading the movie
through Telegram channels,
underground streams and
also the VPN. The very fact
that it has gone on to
become the most pirated
film to date only shows that
the ISI has failed to control
the situation, and all
attempts to blackout the
movie have fallen flat.
Officials say that this surge
in the number of downloads
indicates the curiosity that
the people in Pakistan have
about the movie. While
some may not agree with the
narrative of the film, many
are appreciative of the act-
ing in the movie. 


