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RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
Calls on CM Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad (TSIT):
Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
paid a courtesy visit to
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Thursday dur-
ing his visit to Hyderabad
to attend an RBI Board
meeting.During the meet-
ing, Malhotra appreciated
the economic policies

[

being pursued by the
Telangana Government.
Chief Minister briefed the
RBI Governor on the
reforms introduced by the
State, including power sec-
tor reforms, the proposal
to establish a third
DISCOM, and measures
taken to promote solar
power usage.

RBI Governor request-
ed the Chief Minister to
notify the BUDS Act and
expressed optimism that
the State would continue
to move forward with
more reforms and inno-
vative plans. He also
explained the RBI’s ini-
tiatives related to the
Unified Lending Interface
(ULI) and the ongoing
government and private
deposits claim campaign.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Secretary
Ramakrishna Rao, CM

Principal Secretary
Seshadri, Finance
Secretary Sandeep
Kumar Sultania, RBI
Hyderabad Regional
Director Chinmoy

Kumar, and RBI General
Managers Major Yashpal
Charan and S. Panigrahi,
among others.

Women's Liberation Central to India's
Democratic Evolution Meenakshi Natarajan
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Hyderabad:Meenakshi
Natarajan, former Member
of Parliament and Member
of the Working Committee
of the Indian National
Congress, delivered the
22nd C. D. Deshmukh
Memorial Lecture in
Hyderabad on Tuesday,
asserting that women’s lib-
eration remains central to
India’s democratic and con-
stitutional evolution.

The lecture was organ-
ised by the Council for
Social Development (CSD),
Southern Regional Centre,
Hyderabad, and was
chaired by Padma awardee
Prof. Shantha Sinha,

Chairperson of  the
Managing Committee, CSD.
The event witnessed partic-
ipation from scholars, stu-
dents, civil society mem-
bers, and representatives of
the press and digital media.

Prominent dignitaries
present on the occasion
included Gaddam Vivek
Venkat Swamy, Minister
for Labour, Employment,
Training and Factories,
Mines and  Geology,
Government of Telangana;
Akunuri Murali (Retired
TAS), Chairman, Telangana
Education Commission;
Prof. Kodandaram, former
MLC; and Prof. D.

Narasimha Reddy, former
Dean, School of Social
Sciences, University of
Hyderabad.

In her lecture titled “The
Time Has Come We Will
Speak Out,” Ms. Natarajan
highlighted the historical
construction of gender and
power, challenging the
notion that sexuality and
gender roles are biological-
ly fixed. Drawing from
ancient spiritual traditions,
medieval devotional move-
ments, anti-colonial strug-
gles, and constitutional
debates, she underlined
how women have consis-
tently resisted patriarchal
control across history.

Referring to the
Therigatha, composed by
Buddhist nuns nearly 2,500
years ago, and medieval
women saints and poets
such as Andal,
Akkamahadevi, Lal Ded,
Meera, Soya Rabai, and
Kanho Patra, she noted that
women used spirituality as
a radical tool to challenge
social, religious, and bodily
constraints, thereby creat-
ing transformative inter-
ventions in deeply patriar-
chal societies.

Technology Driven Empowerment of
Divyangjan Telangana Becomes Role Model

Hyderabad, December 18:
Social Welfare, SC, ST,
Divyangjan and Senior
Citizens Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar
on Thursday said that
Telangana has emerged
as a role model for the
country by effectively
using technology to
empower persons with
disabilities.

Speaking as the chief
guest at an Assistive
Technology programme
for Divyangjan organised
at the Alien Innovations
office in Hyderabad, the
Minister stated that the
Telangana Government’s
objective is not limited to
welfare measures alone,
but to ensure that persons
with disabilities lead
independent, dignified
and self-reliant lives. He
said Divyangjan should
not be seen merely as
recipients of aid, but as
capable citizens who can
build their own future
when given appropriate
opportunities. This
approach, he noted,
reflects the clear vision of
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, under whose lead-
ership the State is imple-
menting an integrated
policy framework cover-
ing education, employ-
ment, reservations in
jobs, technology and self-
employment.

Minister said the gov-
ernment has taken steps
to ensure timely disburs-
al of disability pensions
without hurdles, while
also implementing schol-
arship and fee reimburse-
ment schemes so that stu-
dents with disabilities do

—_—
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not discontinue their edu-
cation. He recalled that
the Chief Minister has
directed officials to
ensure that job reserva-
tions for persons with dis-
abilities are reflected in
actual appointments.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of innovation, Shri
Adluri Laxman Kumar
said technology-based
solutions play a key role
in empowerment, and
appreciated the
Telangana Innovation
Cell (TGIC) for guiding
young innovators and
supporting startups. He
said organisations such
as Alien Innovations,
nurtured with TGIC sup-
port, are creating prod-
ucts that bring meaning-
ful change in the lives of
persons with disabilities.
As part of the pro-
gramme, the Minister dis-

tributed “Navinault”
assistive technology
devices developed by

Alien Innovations to over
20 visually impaired per-
sons. He said the devices
help working profession-
als with visual impair-
ment perform their duties
independently and with

dignity, terming them
examples of socially
responsible innovation.

Minister called upon
more corporate organisa-
tions to partner through
CSR initiatives to support
Divyangjan empower-
ment, stating that CSR
funds should be invested
in enabling self-reliant
living. He said Telangana
is the first State in the
country to initiate an
innovation programme
for persons with disabili-
ties through a
Government-CSR-
Startup partnership, set-
ting a national bench-
mark.He also congratu-
lated Ravi Kiran, founder
of Alien Innovations, for
becoming the first Indian
to win the Global
IMAGEN Venture
Winner Award at the age
of 21, and lauded his
efforts to expand opportu-
nities for the visually
impaired. TGIC CEO
Miraj, UNICEF (AP &
Telangana) Field Officer
Jelamiali, representa-
tives of L. V. Prasad Eye
Institute, and other stake-
holders were present at
the programme.

Telangana

Hyderabad:Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu on
Thursday urged civil ser-
vants to strive to be
remembered as public
servants rather than
merely officials, stating
that true success lies in
bringing positive change
and dignity into people’s
lives. Addressing the

Proposals Sought Within Three Days for
Modernisation of Sadashivpet Gangakathwa Canal

Hyderabad: Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy has directed
officials to prepare detailed proposals within
three days for the modernisation of the
15-kilometre-long Gangakathwa Canal at

Sadashivpet.

The directions were issued during a high-
level review meeting held at the Secretariat
on Thursday, chaired by the Minister in the
presence of TPCC Working President Jagga
Reddy. The meeting reviewed proposals for
canal modernisation, repairs to tanks and
construction of check dams in the Sangareddy
Assembly constituency with a total estimated
outlay of 101 crore. As per the proposed plan,
37 crore has been earmarked for the moderni-
sation of the Gangakathwa Canal. Repairs to
tanks include 30 tanks in Sadashivpet mandal
(10.72 crore), 18 tanks in Sangareddy mandal
(9.15 crore), 15 tanks in Kandi mandal (Rs.8.07
crore) and 4 tanks in Kondapur mandal
(Rs.4.16 crore). An amount of 32 crore has
been proposed for the construction of check
dams on Nandi Vagu and Gangakathwa Vagu

in Sadashlvpet mandal TPCC Workmg
President Jagga Reddy informed the Minister
that once the canal modernisation works are
completed, water supply can be ensured to 33
tanks in the constituency, benefiting nearly
1,500 acres of ayacut. The initiative to revive
the Nizam-era Gangakathwa Canal has
gained momentum due to the efforts of Jagga
Reddy and TGIIC Chairperson Nirmala
Jaggareddy with the support of Minister
Uttam Kumar Reddy.

Mayor Gundu Sudharani inspects public
toilets, urges proper maintenance

Warangal, December
18: Warangal Mayor
Gundu Sudharani on
Thursday inspected pub-
lic toilets near the
Warangal Fire Station
and directed officials to
ensure proper upkeep.
She expressed concern
over the current man-
agement and provided
suggestions for effective
maintenance.

The Mayor empha-
sized that toilet manag-
ers should be present
round the clock, carry
out regular mainte-
nance, and that bills
would be paid for proper
management. Notices
will be issued to opera-
tors failing to maintain
facilities.

She also visited the
Potana Nagar transfer

station, checking the
functionality of contain-
ers and instructing
immediate repairs
where needed. Mayor
Sudharani urged horti-
culturists to plant sap-
lings to maintain cleanli-

and
around the premises.
Officials including MHO
Dr. Rajesh, Sanitary

ness greenery

Supervisor Pasunuri
Bhaskar, and Golkonda
Srinu participated in the
inspection.

Dr.Pallepadu Damodar Announces Bharat
Yatra for Consumer Awareness

"\

Hanamkonda:
Dr.Pallepadu Damodar,
National Senior
Secretary of the
Consumer Confederation

of India (CCI), has
announced that a
Consumer Awareness

Bharat Yatra will be
organised across the
country to promote con-
sumer consciousness, in
connection with
National Consumer
Rights Day on December
24. Addressing a
Consumer Awareness
Seminar organised by
the District Consumer
Advisory Council at
Ramnagar in
Hanamkonda on
Thursday, Dr. Damodar
said the yatra is being
jointly organised by the
Department of Consumer
Affairs and the
Consumer Confederation
of India (CCI), with the
cooperation of other
related departments.

He said the yatra aims

“‘"m AWARP

to educate consumers on
the provisions of the
Consumer Protection
Act, 2019, prevention of
fraud in weights and
measures, control of
food adulteration, and
the procedures for
obtaining compensation
for deficiency in paid
services through legal
remedies.

Dr. Damodar informed
that the yatra will begin
in New Delhi on
December 24 and will
travel across all states of
India till March 14, 2026,
concluding in New Delhi
on March 15, 2026, coin-
ciding with World
Consumer Rights Day.

He stated that consum-
er organisations, offi-
cials from the Civil
Supplies Department,
Weights and Measures
Department, Drug
Control Department,
municipal authorities,
and public organisations
will participate in the

S CAMP/
i

yatra. Activities such as
rallies, seminars, meet-
ings, and public interac-
tion programmes at
major junctions will be

organised to create
awareness among con-
sumers.

Dr. Damodar also said
that CCI Chairman Dr.
Ananth Sharma, President
Preeti Pandya, Working
President Selvaraj, other
committee members, and
representatives of con-
sumer organisations from
various states will take
part in the yatra. The
Bharat Yatra is scheduled
to reach Warangal city on
January 29. Members of
the District Consumer
Advisory Council, includ-
ing Malyala Manohar Rao,
Kaviraj, Indira, Jyothsna,
Satish, Vivek, Ramesh
Pal, Philip, Rajender,
Rufus, Devender, Vanitha,
Manjula, Philip John, and
a large number of women
participated in the pro-
gramme.
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valedictory programme
of a 10-week training
course for All India
Services and Central
Services officers at the
Marri Channa Reddy
Human Resource
Development (MCRHRD)
Centre, the Deputy Chief
Minister said civil ser-
vants do justice to their
positions only when peo-

ple recall them for their
service to society.

He advised officers to
introspect daily on
whether their work had
made a meaningful dif-
ference in anyone’s life.
“If your actions bring
change and respect, you
are successful, even if the
circumstances are diffi-
cult,” he said.

Air India Elevates Inflight Dining Experience
with Refreshed Global Menu

Q«_,E»—

Hyderabad: Air India has
unveiled a refreshed global
inflight menu across its
fleet, blending India’s rich
culinary heritage with
global flavours and region-
specific star dishes. The
new menu, inspired by cui-
sines ranging from Awadh
to southern India and
international influences
such as Pan-Asian and
European bistro, will be
progressively rolled out
across international and
domestic routes.

revamped offering has
been introduced on major
international sectors
including flights from
Delhi to London Heathrow,
New York, Melbourne,

Sydney, Toronto and
Dubai, as well as services
from Mumbai and

Bengaluru to San
Francisco, and Mumbai to
New York. The menu aims
to provide travellers with
an authentic, premium
dining experience curated
to suit diverse tastes and
preferences.

of the new menu include
signature Indian dishes
such as Awadhi Paneer
Pasanda, Murgh Masallam,
Rajasthani besan chilla,
Malabar chicken -curry
and Malai palak kofta,
alongside international
favourites like Japanese
teppanyaki bowl, citrus
tiger prawns, oriental napa
cabbage and tofu rollmops,
and Mediterranean tapas.

Gen-Z inspired dishes such
as chicken bibimbap and
matcha desserts, as well as
homestyle comfort foods
like masala dal Kkhichdi
and stuffed paratha, have
also been introduced.

travelling in First Class
can enjoy gourmet meals,
artisanal breads, signature
desserts and bespoke
champagne pairings, while
Business Class offers
multi-course meals with
customisable options.
Premium Economy and
Economy Class passengers
will be served upgraded
meal trays featuring bal-
anced, wholesome options
with enhanced presenta-
tion.

Air India has also
expanded its special meal
programme, offering over
18 dietary and lifestyle-spe-
cific meal choices, includ-
ing vegan, gluten-free and
allergen-conscious options.
Guests can pre-select meals
through the Air India app,
with detailed notes on
ingredients, allergens and
customisation.

The menu has been
curated by Chef Sandeep
Kalra as part of Air India’s
ongoing transformation
under the Tata Group.
Emphasising sustainabili-
ty, the airline is focusing
on responsibly sourced
ingredients, reduced food
waste, eco-friendly packag-
ing, and elimination of
single-use plastics to lower
its carbon footprint. With
these enhancements, Air
India continues its journey
towards redefining the
inflight dining experience
while showcasing the
depth and diversity of
Indian and global cuisine.

Apollo University students
land overseas jobs in Iraq

Chittoor (TSIT) : Two students from Apollo University’s
B.Sc. Imaging Technology programme have secured
overseas employment at the Internal Security Forces
Hospital in Baghdad, operated by Apollo Hospitals.
Arun Kumar Suravarapu (Guntur) and Syed Imam
Khaja (Srikakulam) were appointed as Radiology
Technicians, benefiting from competitive salaries,
accommodation, airfare, and visa support. Vice-
Chancellor Dr. H. Vinod Bhat praised the achieve-
ment, highlighting the university’s focus on global-
standard academics and clinical training.

Free cancer screening held at
Penumallam under SVIMS |n|t|at|ve

Penumallam, Yerpedu Mandal: A free mobile cancer
screening camp was organised at the Village Health
Centre in Penumallam on Thursday under the aegis of
Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences
(SVIMS), Tirupati.The camp provided awareness on
cancer symptoms and preventive measures and offered
free screenings, including oral cancer checks, mam-
mograms for women, Pap smears, and BP and sugar
tests. The initiative, conducted through SVIMS Pink
Buses twice a week in Tirupati district, is part of a
state-directed programme in collaboration with the
District Medical and Health Department. The event
was supervised by SVIMS officials and attended by a
large number of men and women.
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Codeine cough syrup scam started in UP. govt
shielding culprits; Akhilesh

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party president
AKhilesh Yadav on Thursday alleged
that a massive scam involving the
illegal supply of codeine-based cough
syrups running into thousands of
crores originated in Uttar Pradesh
and accused the BJP government of
shielding those involved.

et 2
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Gold inches up,
silver crosses
Rs 2 lakh mark

NEW DELHI : Gold and sil-
ver prices showed
mixed trends on
Thursday, with gold
recording a marginal
rise in the domestic spot
market, while silver
surged past the Rs 2
lakh per Kkilogram level.

Data from the India
Bullion Jewellers
Association IBJA)
showed that the price of
24-karat gold increased
by Rs 157 to Rs 1,32,474
per 10 grams.

Similarly, 22-karat
gold edged higher to Rs
1,21,346 per 10 grams,
while 18-karat gold was
priced at Rs 99,356 per
10 grams.

Silver prices wit-
nessed a sharper uptick
compared to gold. The
precious metal climbed
by Rs 1,479 to Rs 2,01,120
per kilogram, crossing
the Rs 2 lakh milestone
in the domestic market.

TDP defends
renaming of MNREGA

AMARAVATI: Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) defended
renaming MGNREGA as
VB-G RAM G, saying it
reflects new economic real-
ities. TDP MP Lavu Sri
Krishna Devarayalu said
that rural employment pro-
grammes have existed
since 1969 in multiple
forms and iterations, long
before MNREGA was intro-
duced in 2005.

He was speaking in Lok
Sabha during the discussion
on Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025,
which seeks to repeal the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Act MGNREGA),
2005.The TDP parliamentary
party leader said that over
the decades, schemes such
as the Rural Employment
Programme, Jawahar
Rozgar Yojana, and Jawahar
Gram Samriddhi Yojana
eventually culminated in
MNREGA.

Mehbooba Mufti
objects to BSF land
allotment

SRINAGAR (TSIT): PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti on
Thursday asked Jammu
and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
to reconsider allotting
“fertile” land to the BSF
for setting up a security
camp in Pulwama dis-
trict. “This is fertile land
located in the middle of
the village. It should not
be given to the BSF for
establishing a camp as
the livelihoods of many
people are attached to
this land,” Mufti told
reporters after visiting
Pochal village in
Pulwama.

The former chief min-
ister was accompanied
by the party’s Pulwama
MLA, Waheed Para.
“Omar Abdullah is the
chief minister, and he
should intervene to pro-
tect the interests of the
people. The BSF can be
given infertile land,”
Mufti said, adding that
she will also raise the
issue with the defence
minister.

* speech announces USD 1776
honus for US troops

WORLD | NEWS

Trump in White House

Krishna-Godavari water sharing  with ‘Business Reformer
of the Year’ award

Minister Nara Lokesh expresses delight; award
announced by The Economic Times

HYDERABAD TSIT: Chief
Minister A. Revanth

Reddy on Thursday
dared BRS president and
former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao
(KCR) to face a public
debate on the alleged
injustice done to
Telangana in the sharing
and  utilisation  of
Krishna and Godavari
river waters during the
10-year BRS rule.

Addressing a press
conference at his resi-
dence, the Chief Minister
said the Congress gov-
ernment was ready to
convene a special session
of the Telangana
Legislative Assembly at
any time to discuss
water-sharing issues and
place evidence on the
floor of the House to
prove how the previous
government had compro-
mised Telangana’s right-
ful share.

“I am directly chal-

CM Revanth challenged former CM KCR to a public
debate over alleged water-sharing injustices,
defended Congress’s governance and welfare

achievements, accused the BJP of undermining
MGNREGS, and expressed confidence in retaining
power with a two-thirds majority in the next
Telangana Assembly elections.

lenging KCR to write a
letter in his capacity as
Leader of the Opposition.
We are prepared for a
special Assembly session
and an open discussion
on who committed injus-
tice to Telangana in
Krishna and Godavari
waters,”Revanth Reddy
said, accusing the former
Chief Minister of betray-
ing the State’s interests.
Chief Minister said
the Congress defeated
KCR when he was active
in politics, and now he
was no longer playing
an active role. He assert-
ed that the People’s
Government would

202 Indians recruited into
Russian Army: Centre in RS

NEW DELHI (TSIT) : As many
as 202 Indian nationals have
been recruited into the
Russian armed forces since
2022, with 26 reported fatali-
ties and seven missing, the
Centre informed the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday. The dis-
closure came in response to
a question from Trinamool
Congress MP Saket Gokhale
and Congress MP Randeep
Singh Surjewala on the repa-
triation of Indians allegedly
forced or illegally recruited
to fight in the Russia-
UKkraine war.

Minister of State for
External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh said concert-
ed diplomatic efforts by
India have led to the early
discharge of 119 Indian
nationals, while 50 individu-
als are still awaiting release
from the Russian Army.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) remains in con-
tinuous engagement with
Russian authorities to ensure
their safety, well-being and
early return, he added. The gov-

ernment also confirmed that 26
Indians have lost their lives in
the conflict, while seven are
reported missing as per infor-
mation shared by the Russian
side.Of the deceased, the mortal
remains of 10 Indian nationals
have been repatriated to India,
while two were cremated local-
ly in Russia with assistance
from the Indian Mission.

“The Ministry has provid-
ed assistance in repatriation
of mortal remains of 10
deceased Indian nationals to
India, and local cremation of
two deceased Indian nation-
als,” the MoS said.“DNA sam-
ples of family members of 18
Indians, who were reported
dead or missing, have been
shared with the Russian
authorities in an effort to help
establish the identity of some
of the deceased Indian nation-
als,” he added.

Mahatma

expose the alleged fail-
ures of the previous
regime with facts and
records. Revanth Reddy
also stated that the gov-
ernment was ready to
discuss the proposal for
42 per cent reservations
for Backward Classes in
a democratic manner in
the Assembly and move
forward accordingly.
Referring to the chang-
es proposed by the Centre
to the rural employment
scheme, the Chief
Minister alleged that the
BJP-led Union
Government was con-
spiring to weaken the
Gandhi

National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS). He
said the Congress alone
would safeguard the
democratic spirit and
welfare orientation of the
country.

Expressing confidence
that the Congress would
retain power with a two-
thirds majority in the
next Assembly elections,
Revanth Reddy said the
mandate in the recent
Gram Panchayat elec-
tions reflected the per-
formance of the People’s
Government.

He stated that
Congress won 7,527 pan-
chayats and Congress
rebels won in 808, togeth-
er accounting for victo-
ries in 8,335 panchayats,
or about 66 per cent of
the total 12,702. The BRS
and BJP together
secured 33 per cent,
while the Left parties

won about one per cent.
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CM Naidu honoured

P

AMARAVATI (TSIT): Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has been conferred
with the prestigious ‘Business Reformer
of the Year’ award by leading business
daily The Economic Times, marking a
significant national recognition of his
reform-oriented governance. The
announcement was made by State IT
and Human Resources Development
Minister Nara Lokesh through a post on
X (formerly Twitter).

Expressing happiness over the hon-
our, Lokesh described the award as a

ily but for the entire state of Andhra

Pradesh. “Very few leaders have
steered India’s reform journey with
such clarity, courage and consistency,”
he said in his post.

Lokesh noted that the award stands as
a testimony to the confidence reposed in
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu’s
reforms and the pace of his governance.
Observers see the honour as a major
national-level acknowledgment of the
Chief Minister’s vision and the wide-
ranging reforms implemented under

moment of pride not just for their fam-

'Op Sindoor showcased India’s swift,
high-impact air power': Rajnath

NEW DELHI (TSIT): Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
on Thursday said India’s
ability to conduct swift,
high-impact and short-
duration military opera-
tions was clearly demon-
strated during Operation
Sindoor, asserting that
the Indian Air Force
(IAF) has emerged as a
technologically
advanced, operationally
agile and strategically
confident force.
Addressing the Air
Force Commanders’
Conclave in New Delhi,
the Defence Minister
praised the IAF for the
courage, speed and preci-
sion with which it
destroyed terror camps
during the operation and
for effectively handling
what he termed
Pakistan’s “irresponsible
reaction” following the
strikes.Highlighting the
growing public trust in
the Armed Forces, par-

India’s air

ticularly
defence capabilities, the
Defence Minister said the
calm response of citizens

during attempted
Pakistani attacks on
Indian installations

reflected confidence in
the country’s operational
preparedness. “Usually,
when enemy attacks, peo-
ple hide. This time, peo-
ple continued with their
daily routines,” he said.
Emphasising the need
to constantly assess an
adversary’s offensive and
defensive capabilities,
Singh urged IAF com-
manders to draw lessons
from Operation Sindoor

Telangana panchayat polls: Congress
wins over 53% of Sarpanch pOSts

HYDERABAD (TSIT): The ruling
Congress party has emerged
as the clear winner in the
Telangana Gram Panchayat
elections, securing over 53 per
cent of the total Sarpanch
posts across the State.
Elections were held in three
phases, with the Congress
maintaining its dominance in

the final phase conducted on
Wednesday.
Out of 4,159 Gram

Panchayats notified in the
third phase, Congress-backed

candidates
Sarpanch posts. The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) put up
a strong fight to secure 1,163
posts, while the Bharatiya

won 2,246

Janata Party (BJP) lagged far
behind with just 246 seats.
Independents and others won
491 posts in this phase.Overall,
out of 12,727 Gram Panchayats

notified by the State Election
Commission (SEC) across all
three phases, Congress-
backed candidates won 6,822
Sarpanch posts (53.60 per
cent). BRS stood second with
3,519 posts (27.64 per cent),
BJP secured 703 posts (5.52 per
cent), and Independents and
others won 1,654 posts (12.99
per cent). With several
Independents expected to
extend support, the Congress
claimed victory in nearly two-
thirds of the Sarpanch seats.

and remain vigilant to
future challenges.

Referring to recent
global conflicts, including
the Russia-Ukraine war,
the Israel-Hamas conflict,
the Balakot air strikes
and Operation Sindoor,
Singh said air power has
become a decisive force in
modern warfare.

“Air power gives any
leadership the capability to
deliver a clear strategic
message to the adversary
that every step will be
taken to uphold national
interests. Through speed,
reach, and precision, air
power has become an effec-
tive tool for aligning the
nation’s objectives with
military means,” he said.
The Defence Minister reit-
erated the government’s
commitment to strengthen-
ing India’s security appara-
tus, noting that 21st-centu-
ry warfare is increasingly
driven by technology, ideas
and adaptability.

his leadership.

Telangana Congress
protests against NDA in
National Herald case

HYDERABAD (TSIT):
Telangana Congress on
Thursday held protests at
several places in the state
against the NDA govern-
ment’s alleged vendetta poli-
tics in the National Herald
case. State Congress presi-
dent B Mahesh Kumar Goud
and AICC incharge of party
affairs in  Telangana
Meenakshi Natarajan and
scores of party workers
sought to march to the BJP
office here from Gandhi
Bhavan, the state Congress
headquarters. However, they
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were prevented by police
from taking out the rally.
Speaking to reporters, Goud
alleged that the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre is trou-
bling Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
by filing false cases.The
chargesheet filed by the ED
was rejected by the court, he
said. The Congress would
take the harassment against
the Gandhis to the people, he
said. The protest against the
NDA government was held
at Karimnagar, Sangareddy
town and other places.

Karnataka Assembly passes hate
speech bill amid strong opposition

BELAGAVI (TSIT): Amid
strong opposition, the
Karnataka Assembly, on
Thursday, passed the
Hate Speech and Hate
Crimes (Prevention) Bill,
the first such law in the
country. The Bill has a
provision for a jail term
up to seven years and a
fine upto Rs 1 lakh.

The bill, cleared by the
cabinet on December 4,
was presented in the
House by Home Minister

B / A

G Parameshwara on
December 10.The Minister
said the provision for 10
years jail term in the
event of repeated offence
has been reduced to seven
years. According to the

bill, any expression,
which is made, published

or circulated in words
either spoken or written
or by signs or by visible
representations or
through electronic com-
munication or otherwise,
in public view, with an
intention to cause injury,
disharmony or feelings of
enmity or hatred or ill-will
against person alive or
dead, class or group of per-
sons or community, to
meet any prejudicial inter-
est, is hate speech.
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Collector’s Conference Day Two Focuses on
Skills, Jobs and Integrated Development

Amaravati:On the sec-
ond day of the Collectors’
Conference, presenta-
tions were made on
Agritech, logistics, ener-
gy management, product
perfection, Swachh
Andhra and deep tech,
along with key sectors
such as school education,
higher education, skill
development of human
resources and employ-
ment generation.

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu pro-
vided clear direction to
district collectors, senior
officials and ministers on
these focus areas.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief Minister
said skill development
will play a decisive role
in the future, and
announced that degrees
would be offered in skill
development on par with
traditional courses. He
stressed that every
department—including
industry, tourism and
IT—must be evaluated on
how many jobs they cre-
ate for youth.

Recalling the govern-
ment’s assurance of pro-
viding jobs to 20 lakh
youth under the
Yuvagalam initiative,
the Chief Minister said
4.51akh jobs have already
been generated, and
directed officials to dis-
play beneficiary details
with names on dash-
boards.

He said the govern-
ment is moving forward
on the basis of Ten
Principles to achieve the
2047 Swarna Andhra
vision, with integrated
development aimed at
family empowerment.
Population management
will continue as a key
agenda, with a Population
Management Policy to be
introduced by Ugadi.
Through the Family
Card, details of beneficia-
ries receiving govern-
ment services and wel-
fare schemes will be
recorded.

The Chief Minister
underlined the need to
expand the state’s work-
force, bring maternal
and infant mortality
rates to zero, and work
towards zero suicides.
He highlighted the Care
and Grow app, which is
being used to identify
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developmental issues
among children below
six years of age, and
called for counselling
support for farmers, stu-
dents and families. He
also urged awareness on
tobacco-free living, simi-
lar to anti-drug cam-
paigns.On infrastruc-
ture and environment,
he cautioned collectors
to prevent encroach-
ments on drains and pol-
lution, and to ensure
heavy rains do not lead
to flooding.

The Chief Minister
reiterated plans to devel-
op Andhra Pradesh as a
logistics hub on the East
Coast and transform
Rayalaseema into a horti-
culture hub, with exports
to international markets.
He emphasized product
perfection to achieve
global standards and said
steps are being taken to

Yashoda Hospitals-Hitech City completes
1,000+ major robotic surgeries in one year

Hyderabad, Dec 18,
2025: Yashoda
Hospitals-Hitech |
City has achieved a
major milestone by
successfully complet-
ing over 1,000 com-
plex major robotic
surgeries within a
single year, marking
a first-of-its-kind
achievement in the ’
Telugu states. The
feat strengthens
Telangana and the
Telugu states’ posi-
tion as leading cen-
tres for advanced
robotic surgical care
in India.The milestone
was celebrated in the
presence of Madhapur
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) Smt. Riti
Raj, who attended the
programme as the chief
guest, along with
Yashoda Hospitals
Managing Director Dr.
G.S. Rao.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DCP Smt. Riti Raj
said the achievement
was a matter of pride not
only for Yashoda
Hospitals but also for the
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city of Hyderabad and
the entire Telugu states.
She noted that the suc-
cessful completion of

over 1,000 complex
robotic surgeries in just
one year reflected the
hospital’s commitment
to technological
advancement, patient
safety and clinical excel-
lence. She added that
robotic surgery offers
greater precision,
enhanced safety,
reduced pain and faster
recovery for patients.

Highlighting the
details of the
achievement, Dr.

G.S. Rao said the
milestone included
434 gynaecology
and gynaec-oncolo-
gy surgeries, 310
general, GI and
HPB procedures,
177 urology surger-
ies, 79 thoracic sur-
geries and several
highly complex
head and neck
_ robotic procedures.
He stated that all
surgeries were per-
formed with utmost
precision and excellent
clinical outcomes.Dr.
Rao further said Yashoda
Hospitals continues to
raise its profile by adopt-
ing advanced technolo-
gies and delivering high-
quality patient care. He
added that the hospital is
ranked among the top
centres in India for robot-
ic surgeries and that the
achievement under-
scores its position as one
of the most advanced
healthcare providers in
the country.

|
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reduce
procurement

significantly

energy
costs.
Under the Swachh
Andhra initiative, he
called for a clean envi-
ronment across the state
and adoption of the net-
zero concept in every vil-
lage. Collectors were
asked to work towards
securing all central gov-
ernment awards for the

state.

The Chief Minister
announced that
“Musthabu” (school

readiness) programmes
will begin in all schools
on the 28th of this month,
and that rankings will be
introduced for speed of
governance delivery. He
reminded collectors that
skill development and
employment generation
must remain top priori-
ties in district adminis-
tration.

Pulse Polio drive in
Andhra Pradesh on
December 21

-
Amaravat1 (TSIT): Andhra
Pradesh will conduct a

statewide Pulse Polio
immunisation programme
on December 21, with mas-
sive arrangements under-
way to ensure its smooth
and effective implementa-
tion. Health authorities
have set a target to admin-
ister polio drops to over 54
lakh children across the
State.To cover all regions
comprehensively, a total
of 38,267 polio vaccination
centres have been estab-
lished. In preparation for
the drive, officials have
already distributed
61,26,120 doses of polio
vaccine to districts well in
advance to avoid any
shortages.Health officials
have appealed to parents
and guardians to ensure
that all children below
five years of age are man-
datorily administered
polio drops.

Two-day national seminar on space science and
defence technology inaugurated at GITAM

Hyderabad: A two-day National
“Advancements in
and Defence
Technology” was inaugurated at the
GITAM School of Technology,
Hyderabad, on December 18, 2025, in
collaboration with the Indian Air

Seminar on
Space Science

Force.

Dr. G. Ramaguru,

Hyderabad,
the

Defence

ented research and

strong collaboration.

Highlighting the importance of
space science and defence technolo-
gies for national security and strate-
Dr. Ramaguru
traced India’s progress from launch-
ing indigenous satellites to develop-
ing advanced missile and surveil-
lance systems. He also spoke on
emerging dimensions of modern
warfare, including cyber security

gic self-reliance,

Director,
DRDO-Industry-Academia Centre
of Excellence (DIA CoE),
attended the pro-
gramme as the chief guest and deliv-
ered the keynote address. Drawing
on his 35 years of experience with
Research
Development Organisation (DRDO),
he underlined the crucial role of
academia in supporting defence-ori-
innovation
through structured funding and

IIT

and

domains.

and space warfare, in addition to
traditional land, air and naval

A member of the Agni missile
programme, Dr. Ramaguru elabo-
rated on India’s deterrence capabili-
ties and recent achievements such
as counter-drone systems, missile
defence initiatives, UAV develop-
ment and indigenous defence mis-
sions. He linked these advance-
ments to the vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and noted the growing role
of private space startups like
Skyroot in strengthening the coun-

try’s defence and space ecosystem.
He also explained IIT Hyderabad’s

nine technology verticals focusing

on future-ready areas including
additive manufacturing, advanced
materials, ultra-high-altitude weap-
ons, hypersonic systems and high-
temperature materials. Emphasising
the role of educational institutions,
he encouraged students to nurture
curiosity, creativity, discipline and
commitment to excellence, stating
that innovation in drones, UAVs
and missile systems begins on aca-
demic campuses.

Pawan Kalyan
Congratulates CM Naidu
on ‘Business Reformer
of the Year’ Award

Amaravati:Deputy
Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan
extended his congrat-
ulations to Chief
Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
during the Collectors
and Superintendents
of Police (SPs) con-
ference, lauding him
for receiving the
prestigious ‘Business
Reformer of the Year’
award.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Deputy
CM said that Andhra

Pradesh is progress-
ing steadily under
the leadership of
Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu.
He emphasized that
the government is
working under the
Chief Minister’s
guidance and called
upon all stakehold-
ers to work collec-
tively for the overall
development of the
state.
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Pawan Kalyan reit-

erated that united leadership are key to

efforts

and strong achieving

sustainable

Bhairav Robotics Meets Minister BC Janardhan Reddy,
Expresses Investment Interest inAndhra Pradesh

Amaravati :
Representatives of Chenna1
based Bhairav Robotics
(BHAIRAV ROBOTICS)

met Minister for
Investments and
Infrastructure, BC

Janardhan Reddy, at the
R&B Department office in

the Secretariat on
Wednesday.

Bhairav Robotics
Managing Director

Ramakrishna Kommuri
and other company repre-
sentatives held discussions
with the Minister and
expressed keen interest in
making investments in

Andhra Pradesh. The
Minister responded posi-
tively and assured the dele-
gation of the State govern-
ment’s full cooperation.
The Bhairav Robotics
team briefed the Minister
on their latest innovations

in the fields of robotics and
automation, along with
their future expansion
plans. The company is
known for developing
India’s first armed quadru-
ped robot, “SHVANA.”

Minister BC Janardhan
Reddy stated that the
robotics sector will play a
crucial role in industrial
growth and in creating
employment opportuni-
ties for youth in the State.
He reiterated that the gov-
ernment would extend
complete support to com-
panies willing to invest in
Andhra Pradesh.

Christmas Carols Celebrated at
Bishop House Nampally

Hyderabad (TIST): The
Centenary Methodist
Kannada Church, Chapel
Road, Nampally, celebrated

Christmas Carols with
devotion and joy at the
Bishop House in
Hyderabad.

The carol celebrations
were held in a spiritually
uplifting atmosphere,
reflecting the true spirit of
Christmas and spreading
the message of peace, love,
and goodwill. The event
was led under the guidance
of Bishop A. Simeon.

Senior Pastor Rev.
Abraham John presided
over the programme, while
Assistant Pastor Rev. N.G.
Samuel played an active
role in coordinating the ser-
vice. Hymns and carols

praising the birth of Lord
Jesus Christ were rendered
by the church choir and
members, filling the Bishop
House with festive fervour.

Lay Leader Susheel
Kumar, Ushers’ Chairman
Ravi Anand, Audit

Chairman Sunil William,
and Bhajana Committee
Chairman Xavier were
present and extended their

support in organising the
celebrations.

Several church members
participated enthusiastical-
ly in the carol singing and
prayers, making the occa-
sion memorable. The pro-
gramme concluded with
special prayers for peace,
harmony, and prosperity,
followed by fellowship
among the congregation.

growth and prosperity
for Andhra Pradesh.

PPP Push Hands Over
State to Private
Players:

CPI Slams Govt
Policies

V1]ayawada CPI National
Secretary K. Ramakrishna
on Thursday strongly criti-
cised the state government’s
policies, alleging that the
education, healthcare and
key public sector units are
being steadily handed over to
private players under the
guise of Public-Private
Partnership (PPP). He
demanded an immediate roll-
back of the PPP-driven priva-
tisation of government medi-
cal colleges and withdrawal
of related government orders.
Addressing a CPI-led pro-
test at Dharna Chowk in
Vijayawada, Ramakrishna
said transferring govern-
ment land, buildings and cen-
trally approved medical col-
leges to private entities
amounts to outright privati-
sation. He warned that such
moves would make health-
care inaccessible to the poor
and further weaken public
universities, while favouring
private institutions.He also
expressed concern over
attempts to  privatise
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
despite record production,
alleging policies were being
tailored to benefit corporate
interests. CPI  leaders
announced statewide pro-
tests involving student,
youth and public organisa-
tions until the government
reverses its decisions.

KL Deemed to be University sulllents Win National-Level Smart India Hackathon 2025

Hyderabad, 18 December 2025:
KL Deemed to be University
(KLEF) has once again made
the nation proud by emerging
as a National-Level Winner at
the Smart India Hackathon
(SIH) 2025, securing a cash
prize of Rs.1.5 lakh. The win-
ning team developed an inno-
vative solution for the prob-
lem statement “Low Cost
Automated Classroom
Attendance for Rural Areas,”
proposed by the Government
of Punjab. The national finale
was held at Chandigarh
Engineering College,
Landran, Chandigarh,
Punjab, where the KL, Deemed
to be University team outper-
formed over 500 teams from
across India to secure the top
position.

The winning team from
the KL GNU Linux Users
Group (KL GLUG) at KL
Deemed to be University,
comprises B.Tech students P.
Vamsi Krishna, Varun
Sharma, V. Jashwanth,
Madhuhan Shekhar, Ankita
Behera, and Prabhsirat Kaur
(IRD department), mentored

by Dr. Sripath Roy Koganti.
In Smart India Hackathon
2025, six teams from KL
Deemed to be University
qualified for the national
finals, including five teams
from the Vijayawada campus
and one team from the
Hyderabad campus, with sev-
eral teams also reaching the
grand finale stages.

The award-winning solu-
tion employs a hybrid RFID
and face-recognition system
to reduce attendance time
and improve teaching effi-
ciency. It supports data-
driven Mid-Day Meal plan-
ning, offers role-based
mobile applications and
dashboards, sends SMS
alerts to parents, and is a

nirf RANKED 26
2025 (j q

low-cost, scalable solution
ideal for large-scale govern-
ment adoption. Back on
campus, the winning team
had earlier developed “KL
EATS,” a pre-order food
solution for the University
canteens, which witnessed
wide adoption among stu-
dents. Developed with the
support of KL, GLUG and the
Department of Experiential
Learning, this hands-on
product development jour-
ney strengthened the team’s
grassroots understanding,
design thinking approach,
and real-world execution
skills, which directly con-
tributed to the success of
their Smart India
Hackathon solution.The

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
and the Registrar congratu-
lated the students and men-
tor for the achievement. The
initiative was supported by
Dr. Narasimha Raju, SIH
SPOC, with academic lead-
ership from Dr. Aswin
Kumar.

This marks the second
national-level Smart India
Hackathon win for KL
Deemed to be University.
Earlier, a team from the KL,
GNU Linux Users Group won
SIH 2022, with the finale held
in Erode, Tamil Nadu, for a
solution focused on provid-
ing educational access to
rural villages without inter-
net connectivity, which was
subsequently implemented
in multiple villages. Such
national recognitions further
strengthen KL Deemed to be
University’s standing as an
innovation-driven institu-
tion, where experiential
learning and strong mentor-
ship enable students to deliv-
er futureready solutions
with meaningful societal
impact.

Sanathnagar: As part of
Christmas week celebra-
tions, Emmanuel MB
Church, Sanathnagar,
organised Christmas
carols with devotion and
spiritual fervour, con-
veying the message of
peace, love and brother-
hood.Led by Pastor
Srinivas and Pastor

Clement, the programme
featured carols praising

the birth of Jesus Christ,
creating a spiritually

uplifting atmosphere.
The pastors highlighted
the values of humanity,
compassion, forgiveness
and service, stressing
unity and harmony as
the true essence of
Christmas. A large num-
ber of local residents
attended the event, mak-
ing it a grand success.
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HON. BALASAHEB THACKERAY AGRIBUSINESS AND
RURAL TRANSFORMATION (SMART) PROJECT

(www.smart-mh.org)

E-TENDER NOTICE 2025_DOAWB_1260858
Construction of 1800 MT Warehouse and Factory Plant shed 190 Sq.M

The Government of Maharashtra is implementing the World
Bank-funded SMART Project. Proposed Construction of 1800 MT
Warehouse Unit Building In Gat No.8/4, For Bhambraja Farmer
Producer Co.ltd, At-Kharola (Bhambraja Toll Plaza), Tg-Yavatmal,
Dist: Yavatmal (MH) s one of the beneficiaries under the project and
inviting online bids on https://mahatenders.gov.in for above
mentioned works. The estimated cost of work is Rs. 225.54 lakhs
(Including GST). The last date for submission of online bid is
22/01/2026 up to 12.00 PM. Any updates or notices shall be
published on aforementioned websites only.

Head, District Implementation Unit, SMART Cum Project

Director (Atma), Garden Road,
Savidhan Chowk,Yavatmal -445001 Dist. Yavatmal (M.S)
Email: yavatmal.diu.smart@gmail.com
Contact 7038386427 / 9860054729

P . HYDERABAD ZONAL OFFICE
fmts Y indian Bank 4th Floor, Liberty Plaza , Hyderabad-500029,
& v ALiad Phone:040-23224350, Mob-7028021591.

NOTICE TO SAFE DEPOSIT LOCKER HIRERS

It is hereby notified for information of the safe deposit locker hirers with locker numbers
mentioned against their names given in below format that they have defaulted in payment
of ANNUAL HIRE CHARGES of the safe deposit lockers for few years , despite of notices
and reminders and these safe deposit lockers are not operated since 30-06-2022.The
bank shall invoke the provision under the lease agreement of safe deposit lockers and
break open the lockers if the hire charges due to the bank are not paid with in 15days from
the publication of this notice at the entire risk and cost of hirers.

S.No.| Locker No Locker ID Name & Address Branch

19911291013 | 332 |E S Thiruvengada Chary, 7-1-27/B- | BEGUMPET
16, Leela Nagar, Hyd-500016.

2 | 9911106882 | 47  |D Ravikant Vandana, 71-509, BEGUMPET
Amperpet, Hyd-500016.

3 | 4000608780 | 92 Y Narayana Swamy ,301, AV Towers,| NARAYANAGUDA
st.No.08,Habsiguda,Secunderabad-
500007

4 | 9911266348 | 197 |B Jaya Lakshmi, A-2, Telecom NARAYANAGUDA
Building, KS Lane, Koti, Hyd-500000

5 | 4001345435 | H,9 |Syed Raheemuddin,9-4-131/36, TOLLYCHOWKI
Tollychowki ,Akbarbagh,
Golconda,Hyd-500008

Date:19-12-2025 ZONAI MANAGER

LIC HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
Flat 201, 2 nd Floor, Krishe Saphire Building,Near Image Hospital,

Hitech City Main Road, Madhapur,Hyderabad - 500081.

Telangana DCA raids medical shops,
issues notices to 63 pharmacies

Hyderabad: The Drug Control
Administration, Telangana, as
part of a special drive to curb
the illegal sale of habit-form-
ing drugs and other prescrip-

- -

tion medicines, conducted
raids at retail medical shops
on Thursday. The raids were
conducted at several retail

Telangana

medical shops across the state,
focusing on detecting the ille-
gal sale of habit-forming drugs,
including Codeine-containing

cough syrups, Nitravet
(Nitrazepam) tablets,
% Alprazolam tablets,

. Tramadol tablets, Zolpidem

tablets, Tydol tablets
(Tapentadol), etc., and cer-
tain prescription medicines
such as Mephentermine
injections and Atracurium
Besylate injections.

Discrepancies were
detected in 63 shops. The
DCA has initiated departmen-
tal action, including suspen-
sion/cancellation of drug
licences.

{

WARANGAL, December 18,
TSIT : Built in 38th division of
Baldia area at a cost of Rs 73
lakh from Baldia general funds
Munnuru

Kapu Sangha

HYDERABAD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Minister Konda Surekha
inaugurated Munnuru Kapu
women's community hall

Building (Women's Community
Hall),
Warangal area Baldia general
funds to be undertaken at an
estimated cost of Rs.100 lakhs
State
Environment Minister Konda
Surekha
Eidgah development works on
Thursday. City Mayor Gundu
Sudharani,
Commissioner Chahat Bajpai,
Corporators, local public repre-
sentatives, officials and others
participated
grammes.

39th Division Khilla

Devadaya Forest

inaugurated the

GWMC

in this pro-

A public apology Elections ended peacefully with Congress leaders protest at BJP
office over National Herald case

should be made

), y’\
’{ﬂ

- X
-

Hyderabad, December 18, TSIT
: The Delhi High Court dis-
missed the case against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in
the National Herald case. On
this occasion, Telangana PCC
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud demanded at Gandhi
Bhavan in Hyderabad and
immediately Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should say a
public apology to Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi. Greater
Warangal Congress Working
President Rajnala Srihari,
Warangal District Congress
Secretary Polepaka Prasad
and others participated in this
programme.

the coordination of officials :
Warangal Police Commissioner

WARANGAL TSIT: CP Sanpreet Singh said that the pan-
chayat elections were held peacefully as the officials per-
formed their duties in a coordinated manner. The Gram
Panchayat elections in Warangal Police Commissionerate
ended peacefully DCPs Ankit Kumar, Rajamahendra Naik
and Kavitha met the Warangal Police Commissioner as a
matter of courtesy and presented the plant and wished him
well. On this occasion, the Police Commissioner said that
starting from DCP to the level of Home Guard all along with
working as planned from the date of announcement of elec-
tions. Elections were conducted without any problems
during polling the Commissioner of Police congratulated
the officers and police personnel who played a key role in
the successful completion.

Wanaparthy:
Congress leaders,
including State
Planning
Commission Vice
President Chinna
Reddy, Sports
Authority
Chairman
Shivsena Reddy, District
President Shivsena Reddy,
and MLA Megha Reddy,
staged a protest in front of
the BJP office, alleging
that the National Herald
case was filed against
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi due to the party’s
achievements.

The protest highlighted
the independence of the
Indian judiciary, referenc-
ing the Delhi Court’s deci-
sion. The event began with
a rally led by Rajiv
Chowrastha and other

A

Congress leaders. Police
maintained a strong pres-
ence to prevent clashes,
while BJP leaders raised
slogans from inside their
office.Other participants
included former Municipal
Vice Chairman Srinivas

Goud, former District
President Rajendra
Prasad, and Congress
activists Kiran Kumar,
Tirupatiaiah, Cheerla
Janardhan, Brahmam,
Parusuram, Dhana
Lakshmi, MD Baba, and
Jaya Prakash.

POSSESSION NOTICE
(Under Rule 8(1) Immovable Property)

WHEREAS, the undersigned being the authorized officer of the LIC Housing Finance Limited,
201, Krishe Saphire, Hitech City Main Road, Madhapur, Hyderabad-500081 under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13 (2) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notices calling upon the following Borrowers
to repay the amount mentioned against their names with further interest/ costs etc. within 60 days
from the date of receipt of the said notices.

1.Name of the Borrower/s : 1) Mrs. Pandem Sanatha, A/c No.7001180000700

Demand Notice Date : 28.01.2025. ; DNPP Date: 30.08-2025

Date of Symbolic Possession : 12.12.2025

Outstanding Loan Amount : Rs. 40,35,175.38 (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty Five Thousand
One Hundred Seventy Five and Paise Thirty Eight Only) as on 27.01.2025, together with
applicable future interest from 28.01.2025,, till realization..

Description of immovable Property : All that the Flat No 302 in Third Floor known as "VR Elite
Royal Grand" constructed on open land in Survey No's. 296/ €3/1, 296/es/2, 296/¢s/3 and 300/,
having built up area of 1125Sq.ft (including area) and one car parking along with an undivided
share of land admeasuring 39 Sq.Yds (out of total admeasuring 2876 Sq.Yds) roof covered with
RCC Situated at Ameenpur Village, Ameenpur Municipality, Ameenpur Mandal, Sanga Reddy
District, Telangana belonging to Mrs. Pandem Sanatha and Mr. K. Vineeth Reddy Regd. Vide Sale
Deed Doc No. 2016/2023 dated 24.04.2023 and bounded by:Boundaries for Entire
Property:North: Agri Land in Survey No. 295,South: Agri. Land in Survey No. 300/Part,East: 30'
Wide Road.West: Agri. Land in Survey No. 300/Part/296/Part.

Boundaries for Flat:North : Lift, Open to Sky and Flat No. 303, South : Open to Sky & Flat No.
301, East :Corridor,West : Open to Sky.

The above borrowers, having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowerr
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the properties described
herein above in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13 (4) of the said Act read with
Rule 8 of the said ruled on the above mentioned dates.

The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
properties and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the charge of the LIC Housing
Finance Limited for the amounts mentioned above with further accrued interest thereon and
costs. The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the Act,
in respect of time available, to redeem the Secured Assets.

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
LIC Housing Finance Limited

Date :12.12.2025
Place:Hyderabad.

Focus on Research and Quality Medical Education Health
Minister Damodar Raja Narasimha

Hyderabad: Telangana Health ~ (KNRUHS) and accord top pri-
Minister ~Damodar Raja  ority to medical research,
Narasimha on Thursday  while taking immediate steps
directed officials to strengthen  to increase Postgraduate and
the Kaloji Narayana Rao  Super Specialty seats in
University of Health Sciences  Government Medical Colleges.
SHH|HAM Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032.
Administrative office: 6th Floor (level 2), Building No.

Finance Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road,
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited,
(Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance
Company Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name
Changed as Shriram Finance Limited, by it's Incorporation Certificate dt. 13-11-
2022) a corporate body registered and incorporated as a company under the Indian
companies Act 1956, is doing Non-Banking financial activities, having its Registered
Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai -
600032 and having its administrative office at 6th Floor (level 2), Building No. Q2,
Aurum Q Parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-
400710, under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to
the Borrowers details of which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount
mentioned in the said demand notices.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the
said Rules, on this 18TH DECEMBER, 2025.

.’A

FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South

DCB Bank Ltd,

Corporate & Registered Office: 6th Floor, Tower A, Peninsula

Business Park, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013.

Jyothi Majestic, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-Telangana 500 034

E- AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT 2002
Sale of Immovable Property

Under Rule 9(1) of Security Interest(Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Public E Auction Notice for sale of Inmovable Assets Charged to the DCB BANK under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,

2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and to the borrower, co-borrowers and the guarantors in particular, by the Authorized Officer, that
the below mentioned property is mortgaged to DCB BANK LTD. The Authorized Officer of the Bank has taken the possession under the provisions
of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. The property will be sold by E-auction as
mentioned below for recovery of the below mentioned dues and further interest, charges and cost etc. as per the details set out in the table:The

property will be sold “as is where is”, “as is what is” and “whatever there is” condition.

ATTEMPT TO
DUMP SEWAGE IN
GANDIPET LAKE
SPARKS OUTRAGE

RANGAREDDY : Growing human
selfishness and reckless behavior
towards nature have once again
come to light in Hyderabad. An
incident at Gandipet Lake, a cru-
cial water source for residents,
has triggered public anger and
raised serious environmental con-
cerns. According to reports, an
individual attempted to dump
human waste into Gandipet Lake
using a septic tanker. Local resi-
dents noticed the act and immedi-
ately lodged a complaint with the
Water Board authorities, high-
lighting the threat posed to the
environment and public health.
Going into the details, the inci-
dent occurred on Wednesday
when Shiva, a resident of
Singareni Colony, Saidabad, alleg-
edly tried to discharge sewage
waste into Gandipet Lake through
a septic tanker.

I, MOHAMMAD SALEEM,
S/o. SHAIK BUDIN (OLD
NAME) H.No. 66-4-25,
Adarsha Nagar, Stambam-
pally Mandal, Khila Warangal,
Warangal District - 506 013,
T.S. hereby declare that | have
change my name as SHAIK
SALEEM, S/o. SHAIK BUDIN
(NEW NAME) for all purposes.

FORM IV
BEFORE THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-I,

1st FLOOR, TRIVENI COMPLEX, ABIDS,
AT: HYDERABAD

0. A. No. 885 OF 2025
SUMMONS UNDER SUB-SECTION (4) OF SECTION 19
OF THE ACT, READ WITH SUB-RULE (2A) OF RULE 5
OF THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE)

RULES, 1993.
Between:

Canara Bank
Kothaguda White Fields Branch ...APPLICANT
5
Sri. Mudireddy Ranjith Reddy
To,
Sri. Mudireddy Ranjith Reddy,
Slo. Sri. Mudireddy Jalapathy Reddy,
Flat No. 101, 1st Floor, The White House
Apartment, Plot No. 42/Part (West Portion) &
43/Part (West Portion), Sy. No. 199/E,

ji Village, Qi
Medchal - Malkajgiri District,
Telangana-500055. (M) 8978972669
And also, at
Plot No. 84, Adarsha Nagar,
Opp. UMOC Hospital, Gajularamaram,
Telangana - 500055. (M) 8978972669
And also, at
H. No. 5-1-50, Gadi Colony, Banswada,

...DEFENDANT

Mandal,

Name and Details of the Borrower: Name and Details of the Borrower: 1) Mr. DUBBAKA SUNIL (Borrower) 2) Mr. RANJOLU
NARMADHA (Co-Borrower) 3) Mrs. DUBBAKA DEEPIKA (Co-Borrower) 4) Mr. RANJOL PRAVEEN (Co-Borrower)

SL.| Details of the Reserve Time and Date | Earnest Money Date & Time Type of

No.| Secured Debt Price (Rs.) of E Auction Deposit (Rs.) Inspection Possession

1.| Rs.85,01,536/- |Rs. 83,50,000/- | From 11:30 am Rs. 23-12-2025 Physical
(As of 06-08-2024) on 03-01-2026 8,35,000/- (11 am to 4 pm)

Borrower Name and Address Amount due as

BEGUMPET BRANCH, D.NO 6-3-852, METRO PILLAR 1436,
NEAR LAL BUNGALOW AMEERPET, HYDERABAD- 500016

Rardn @ indian Bank

Email: begumpet@indianbank.co
APPENDIX- IV-A” [See proviso to rule 8 (6) / 9(1)]
Sale notice for sale of immovable properties

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Recon-
struction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
proviso to Rule 8 (6)/ 9(1)] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor
(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor,
the Physical/Constructive (whichever is applicable) possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Secunderabad branch, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As
is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 22.01.2026 for recovery of of Rs.
56,90,951/- (Rupees Fifty-Six Lakhs Ninety Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-One only) (as on
17.12.2025) due to the Indian Bank, Begumpet branch, Secured Creditor, from Mr. Durbha
Venkata Phani kumar S/o Mr. D V Surya Narayana and Mr. Durbha Venkata Siva Kumar S/o.
Mr. D V Surya Narayana (Borrowers), (Name and address of the borrower/guarantor).

1. |Borrower Mr. Durbha Venkata Phanikumar S/o Mr. D V Surya Narayana, SRT -106,
Industrial Housing Colony, Sanathnagar Hyderabad — 500029

and
SRT -165, Industrial Housing Colony, Sanathnagar Hyderabad — 500029

2. |Borrower Mr. Durbha Venkata Siva Kumar S/o.Mr. D V Surya Narayana, SRT -106, Industrial
Housing Colony, Sanathnagar Hyderabad - 500029

and
SRT -165, Industrial Housing Colony, Sanathnagar Hyderabad — 500029

The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode are
enumerated below:
Property:

Detailed description of the Property
All that the House no SRT/106 bearing Municipal No.7-2-327, Admeasuring 151.67 Sq. Yards
or 126.88 Sq Mtrs situated at Industrial Housing Colony, Sanath Nagar, Hyderabad and bounded
by: North: H No SRT/117, South: Road, East: H No. SRT/105, West: H No. SRT/107
Encumbrances on property, ifany | NIL
Reserve Price Rs. 1,41,04,000/- (Rupees One Crore Forty-One
Lakhs Four Thousand only)
Rs. 14,10,400/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Ten
Thousand Four Hundred only)
Rs. 50,000/-
Date: 22.01.2026
Time: From 10.00 AM to 5.00 PM
Property ID No. IDIB6103472770
Bidders are advised to visit the website (https:/baanknet.com) of our e auction service provider
PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. to participate in online bid. For Technical Assistance, please call
8291220220. For Registration status and EMD status, please email to support.baanknet@ps-
balliance.com.
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions, please
visit: https://baanknet.com and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact PSB Alliance
Pvt. Ltd, Contact No. 8291220220.
Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property
in the website with https://baanknet.com.
Contact Person: 1. Mr. Vijay Bardal - Authorised Officer - 9948123043

EMD Amount

Bid incremental amount
Date and time of e-auction

Date:. 18.12.2025 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place:. Hyderabad (Indian Bank)

(1) Yerukala Bhasker Goud, Slo.Yerukala Sathyanarayana,| Per Demand

Details of the immovable property: Schedule : All That The Entire Third Floor Bearing No.T-1, Consisting 890 Sft.Of Super Builtup Area, Of
The Said Complex Known As “Teja’s Jasti Arcade” With An Undivided Share Of 60.00 Sq.Yds., Or50.16 Sq. Mtrs., Out Of It's Land Area, 357 Sq.
Yards Or 299.88 Sq. Mtrs., Together With 100 Sft., Of Earmarked Parking Place In The Parking Area Provided Thereto, Constructed On H.No.
37- 118/13/7, Ptin No.1170903395, On Plot No. 14, In Survey Nos. 242, Situated At Sri Colony,Ramakrishnapuram, Malkajgiri, Within The
Limits Of Block No.37 Of Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation, Malkajgiri Circle, Medchal-Malkajgiri District, And Having Bounded By The
Floor Bounded By: North: Open To Sky; South: Corridor, Lift & Staircase; East: Open To Sky; West: Open To Sky.

Date and time of submission of EMD on or before 02-01-2026 before 5 pm with request letter of participation KYC, Pan Card, Proof of EMD
ContactName & No: AKULAVENKATESHAM & 9000880892

Age 35 Years, Occ: Self Employee, R/o.H.No: 5-83, Notice
Tharamathipet, Hayath Nagar, Hyderabad-501505, B/o. Propritor| Rs. 24,53,463/-
of "Ayyappa Dairy Farms", At # Sy No. 210, 211, 216,|(Rupees Twenty
Tharamthipet, Abullapurmet, Hayath Nagar, Rangareddy-501505,| Four Lakhs
9704516066. (2) Yerukala Shobha Rani, W/o. Yerukala| Fifty Three
Bhasker Goud, Age 50 Years, Occ: Housewife, R/o. H.No: 5-83,|Thousand Four
Tharamathipet, Hayath Nagar, Hyderabad- 501505, 8309432544. Hundred Sixty
(3) Dubba Shiva Shankar, S/o. Dubba Narender, Age 27 Years, Three only)
Occ: Self Employee, R/o. H.No: 2-68, Tharamathipet, Abdullapur, Y

Hayath Nagar, Hyderabad-501505, 8374673678.
.......... Barrowers/Co-borrower /Guarantors/Legal heirs
VANASTF2205130003 - DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY:
Property holder Name is YERUKALA SHOBHA RANI, Mortgage deed dated
16.05.2022 Registered as Document No. 4658/2022 on the file of the office of Sub-
Registrar at PEDDA AMBERPET. All that the House Bearing No. 4-99/1,
(Assessment No. 1070), in Gramakantam, Admeasuring 243 Sq.Yards or Equivalent
to 203.17 Sq.Mtrs, Situated at Tharamathipet Village, Abdullapurmet Revenue
Mandal, Ranga Reddy District, Under Tharamathipet Gram Panchayath And
Bounded As Follows: Towards East: Road, Towards West: Open Plot of S.
Srikanth, Towards North: House of Moolapentaiah, Towards South: House of
Yerkalisrinu.
This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the
authorized officer of SFL is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable
property mentioned herein above and the Borrowers or any person shall not after
receipt of this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise deal with/alienate
any of the above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice, without prior
written consent of SFL.
Place: RANGA REDDY
Date: 18-12-2025

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Shriram Finance Limited

cTiSa SiSie1S1 Sias

Free dental check-ups conduct-
ed for 12,000 government

school students in Karimnagar

The intending purchasers/bidders are required to deposit EMD amount either through DD/NEFT/RTGS in the name of the beneficiary, DCB
Bank, Account Name — DCB BANK LOAN ACCOUNT NAME, Account No. DCB BANK LOAN ACCOUNT NUMBER. IFSC Code
DCBL0000037, LOWER PAREL ,Branch - MUMBAI

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE E-AUCTION ARE AS UNDER:

1. The properties are being sold on an “as is where is”,

indemnities

N

w

‘as is whatis”,

www.dcb.bank.in/cms/showpage/page/customer-corner

~

may avail online training on e-auction from their registered mobile number only.

o

=3

offer/tender document on the website

-~

Security InterestAct, 2002

‘as is how is” & on a “No Recourse” basis without any kind of warranties &

. All Statutory Dues/Attendant Charges/ Other Dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes, etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser
and the Authorizes Officer or the bank shall not be responsible for any charges, lien in encumbrances or any other dues to the government or
anyone else in respect of the e-auctioned property not known to the bank, the Independent Bidder is advised to make their own independent
enquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including Statutory Liabilities, Arears of Property Tax, Electricity Dues etc..,

. Contact T.Jaya Prakash Reddy, Mob. No: 8142000064 : Back End Office : 8142000066/63/62, Office mail Id:info@bankauctions.in & Mail Id:
prakash@Bankauctions.in at theirweb portal https://bankauctions.in/ on the dates as mentioned in the table above with Unlimited Extension of 5
Minutes. Bidders are advised to detailed terms and conditions of auction sale before submitting their bids refer to the link https:/

. The interested bidders are required to register themselves with the portal and obtain login ID and Password well in advance, which is mandatory
for e-bidding, from auction service provider (4closure.com ), Mob. No: 8142000064, Back End Office: 8142000066/63/62, Prospective bidders

. The EMD is refundable without any interest if the bid is not successful. The undersigned reserve the rights to accept or reject any or all the offers
oradjourned/ postpone the sale without assigning any reason thereof. If the offer is accepted, the purchaser will have to deposit 25% (less EMD
Amount) of the sale price immediately on the auction day and if the purchaser fails to deposit the same, the amount deposited towards earnest
money shall be forfeited and the property shall forthwith be sold again. The balance amount of purchase price shall be payable on or before the
15th day of confirmation of sale and in default of payment within the stipulated period, the deposit towards earnest money will be forfeited and
property will be re-sold. Any other statutory dues/ taxes/ stamp duty/ registration fee/ transfer fee has to be borne by the buyer separately

. Online E-auction participation is mandatory in the auction process by making application in prescribed format which is available along-with the

. The sale shall be subject to rules/ conditions prescribed under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Place: Hyderabad
Date: 19-12-2025

Sd/-Authorised Officer
DCB Bank Limited

bad, Tel 503187

SUMMONS BY PAPER PUBLICATION FOR
SHOWING CAUSE ASTO WHY THE RELIEF

PRAYED SHOULD NOT BE GRANTED
Whereas, OA No.885 of 2025 was listed before the
Hon'ble Debts Recovery Tribunal-Il.
Whereas, this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue
summons/notice on the said Application under
section 19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed against you for
recovery of aggregate debts of Rs.24,57,271/-
(Twenty-Four Lakhs Fifty-Seven Thousand Two
Hundred Seventy-One as on 20-08-2025.
In accordance with subsection (4) of section 19 the
Act, you, the Defendants, are directed as under: -
1. To show cause within 30 days of the service of
summons as to why the relief prayed for should not
be granted.
2. To disclose particulars of properties or assets
other than properties and assets specified by the
applicant under serial number 3A of the original
application.
3. You are restrained from dealing with or disposing
of secured assets or such other assets and
properties disclosed under serial number 3A of the
original application pending hearing and disposal of
the original application for attachment of properties.
4. You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise, except in the ordinary course of his
business any of the assets over which a security
interest is created and/or other assets and
properties specified or disclosed under serial
number 3A of the original application without prior
approval of the tribunal.
5. You shall be liable to account for the sale
proceeds realized by sale of secured assets or
other assets and properties in the ordinary course
of business and deposit such sale proceeds in the
account maintained with the bank or financial
institutions holding a security interest over such
assets.
You are also directed to file the written statement
with a copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to
appear before the Hon'ble Debts Recovery Tribunal
- Il on 22-01-2026 at 10.30 AM failing which the
application shall be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and seal of this tribunal on
this the 17th day of December 2025.

By Order Of The Tribunal
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal-ll, Hyderabad.

Punjab national bank

o.-...... Unitea &P

Phone No: 040-29998839, E-mail: cs4732@pnb.bank.in

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

BRANCH OFFICE: Asset Recovery Management Branch Hyderabad r
6-3-865, | floor, My Home Jupally Ameerpet, Hyderabad -500 016 E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR

SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date
as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as
mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

i Name of the Branch Description of the Inmovable Properties Mortgaged/ | A) Dt. of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) of SARFESI ACT 2002 | A) Reserve Price DatefTime Details of the
™ Name of the Account Owner's Name (mortgagers of property(ies)) B) Outstanding Amount B) EMD of encumbrances
7 Name & addresses of the RCC Semi Finished House, Plot No. 3, Admeasuring 157.16 | €) P Date uls 13(4) of SARFESIACT 2002 [C) Bid Increase E-Auction known to the
= - : Borrower/Guarantors Account | gq Yards or 131.40 Sq. Meters, in Survey No. 156/A, Ground | D) Nature of Possession Symbolic/ Physicall Constructive]| ~ Amount secured creditors
s . ID: PUNB65870004, ith an plinth area 1400 Sgq. Ft., 1st floor with a plinth area| A) 07-06-2021 2 28.01.2026 i
Karimnagar: About 12,000 students witanp gt I P ) A) Rs.86,36,000/ 01, Itis requested that
from Distgrict Government Schools. | |22-SANGAREDDY (58700) 1400 Sq. Ft, and 2nd floor with a plinth area 625 Sq. Ft, 100f| B) R, 45,32,911.00 + further interest charges and |B) Rs.8,63,6001- From | Bidders should do their
L ern ) Shri Shiv Shankar Chapte covered with RCC, Situated at Malkapur Vil & G.P.,| expenses thereon from 07.06.2021. C) Rs.25,000/- 11.00 AM | own due deligence prior
Kasturiba Gandhi Vidyalayas, and H.No.: 5-2-51, Saikrupa Nagar, Kondapur Mandl, Dist. Sangareddy. T.S., Reg. Sub-Dist.| c) gg-10-2021 ' to bidding.
Model Schools in Karimnagar are Sanga Reddy- 502 001. Sadasivpet, Registration District Medak at Sangareddy, and ; ; 4.00 PM
- & Legal Heirs of Late Smt. Sheri Aruna| bounded as following Boundaries: North: Plot No. 1, South: B} Symisclic possanslon
receiving free dental check-ups, ] : bk _ oy
District Collector P la Satpath H.No.: 5-2-51, Saikrupa Nagar, 30'Wide Road, East: Plot No. 2, West: 30' Wide Road.
1? rict Lollector ame asatpathy Sanga Reddy- 502 001. Stands in the name of Smt. Sheri Aruna
said.The Collector visited a dental  |7/ip; puNBeS870003 Residential RCC House bearing Municipal No.6-3-11//D in| A) 16.01.2019 A)Rs.27,63900-  |28.012026] No encumbrances best
camp at the Government Deaf BIO. SANGAREDDY (658700 Sy. No. 491/1/3, Plot no 2 situated at Sadashivpet Ward| B) Rs.48,85,248.51 ps + further interest charges  |B) Rs.2,76,390/- From | known to the authorized
Ashram School near Shatavahana Goudicharla Prasad No.6, Block No.: 3, Raghavendra Nagar Colony, Under| " ang expenses thereon from 01.01.2019. C) Rs.50,000/- 11.00 AM |officer. Bidders are requested
University. where doctors con- H.No: 6-3-11/1/D, Plot No:2, Sadashivpet Municipal Limits, Sangareddy Dist. North : 10' €)20.04.2019 o to to conduct their own due
y, whe Raghavendra Nagar Colony, Wide Road, South: Open PlotNo.3, East: 15' Wide Road, DS : b i ) Bidding shall start 400PM | diligence before bidding.
ducted examinations for students. Sadashivpet, Sangareddy District. West: GovtKaluva. ) Symbolic possession from one notch higher

So far, 9,000 students have been
screened, and 24 students requir-
ing treatment have already
received free care at the

Government General Hospital.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
(1) The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”. (2) The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated
to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement, or omission in this proclamation. (3) The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction
platform provided at the Website www.baanknet.com on 28.01.2026 @ 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM. (4) For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer www.baanknet.com & www.pnb.bank.in. and may contact
Mr. P.S. Sivadasan Chief Manager, Punjab National Bank, Mobile No.: 9538536789.

Date: 18.12.2025, Place: Hyderabad RN AVR o] iA@Y VB 3 Flo g g (e U] 1o S o @AV SR T () 0o ] o 0 [ T VA VS . Yo 1o [1 23 Sd/- Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor




THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

EDITORIAL

What Vijay's First Rally In
Tamil Nadu Post-Karur
Stampede Really Means

"Shall I take a selfie with Erode?"

This expression of interest was articulated by actor-turned-politician Vijay at
the end of his speech at a public meeting in Erode. Under normal circum-
stances, it would mean nothing more than an attempt to pamper his fans
fawning over him. But in Erode, it meant a sigh of relief that the lessons of
Karur had been learnt, both by his party, the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), and its supporters. In September, 41 people died in a stampede at the
TVK public meeting venue in Karur. Vijay came under attack for the manner
in which the meeting had been conducted there, and his abrupt and immedi-
ate departure to Chennai. The party's political campaign schedule went into
cold storage. In Erode, even though the police ensured that the TVK followed
80-plus conditions before allowing it to conduct the meeting, it was not sur-
prising that Vijay still told the 35,000-strong crowd that had thronged the
Vijaymangalam toll plaza venue in Perundurai, "You have come here safely,
go home safely. Your safety is most important to me."

The Vijay Of His Films

That the post-Karur Vijay was more vigilant was obvious when, during his
speech, an activist climbed atop a makeshift structure. Vijay cajoled him to
come down, and when the person complied, Vijay thanked him with a flying
kiss. While the charm offensive remains Vijay's most potent weapon, it is
obvious that the newest politician on the block has realised that he needs to
replicate what he does in his films - the good-hearted hero with the right dose
of mother-sister-brother sentiment, concerned about everyone's well-being.
Vijay's political pitch suggested nothing much has changed post-Karur. If any-
thing, the name-calling has gone a notch higher. Vijay described the 2026 elec-
toral battle as one between "theeya sakthi" (evil force) DMK and "thooya sak-
thi" (pure force) TVK'. His focus was hyperlocal as he went about dissing the
DMK over matters of governance and issues like irrigation, turmeric farming
and the power situation.

Erode As A Stop

But what was more significant was the choice of Erode as the first meeting
post-Karur. Erode was Periyar's janmabhoomi, and it allowed Vijay to
hyphenate his name to the list of people who are followers of the Dravidian
ideologue. His mention of CN Annadurai and MG Ramachandran was signifi-
cant as it meant telling the ATADMK leaders that they are not the only
claimants to their political legacy. More importantly, it allowed recent
entrant KA Sengottaiyan to showcase his organisational capabilities.
Sengottaiyan was unceremoniously shown the door by AIADMK supremo
Edappadi Palaniswami for advocating the party's unification with the likes of
O Panneerselvam and T'TV Dhinakaran. Now that he has switched over to the
TVK, Sengottaiyan has a score to settle. Sengottaiyan has been an MLA nine
times and served as a minister in MGR, J Jayalalithaa and EPS governments,
and is not a political lightweight by any stretch of imagination.

So, if Erode were a film starring Vijay, Sengottaiyan was the brain and the
muscle behind the production. Mission Erode was bulk-order political messag-
ing, aided suitably by geography. Erode is a half-hour drive from
Gobichettipalayam assembly constituency, which Sengottaiyan has represent-
ed since 1980. More importantly, it takes approximately the same time to
reach Edappadi in the neighbouring Salem district, represented by EPS.
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After Bondi Beach Attack, Some Hard
Questions For The Muslim World

The Bondi Beach massacre, said
to be the deadliest attack in
Australia since 1996, has shaken
the country to its core and no
doubt horrified Jewish commu-
nities across the Western world.
Policymakers are scrambling for
answers. Families are grieving.
Alarmingly, Australia's sense of
safety has been punctured. But
this tragedy must also serve as a
wake-up call for the ummah, the
global Muslim community. It
beggars belief. How did two men
- a 50-year-old father and his 24-
year-old son, with no apparent
connection to the Arab-Israeli
conflict in the faraway Middle
East - carry out an attack that
killed 15 innocent Jewish civil-
ians celebrating Hanukkah?
There is no doubt this was a pre-
meditated assault on families
gathered for a peaceful, joyous
festival. For God's Sake, Look
Inward Yet, instead of wide-
spread introspection, much of
the immediate online and
WhatsApp chatter in parts of the
Muslim world turned to finding
excuses or explaining away the
dastardly act. They ranged from
Gaza to Netanyahu to Western
hypocrisy. Indeed, the usual
deflections. The gunmen's pre-
cise motives are still unclear.
The surviving suspect, 24-year-
old Naveed Akram, now lies in a
hospital bed under heavy guard.
The other suspect, Naveed's
father, Sajid Akram, was Kkilled
during the attack. Police have
declared the attack a terrorist
incident. Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese has said early
assessments suggest it may have
been inspired by Islamic State
ideology. Whatever the claimed
grievances - even in the face of
the unquestionable horrors in
Gaza - the Bondi Beach killings
cannot be justified. No faith per-
mits such violence. No moral
code should defend it. My sub-
mission is simple. We must con-
front the anger, denial and vic-
timhood narratives that create a
permissive environment in
which extremists begin to
believe their violence is right-
eous. Injustice cannot be fought
with more injustice. There is no
denying this was antisemitism.
This was hate. And if we are to be

honest, painfully honest, this
moment demands more than
grief and outrage; it demands
introspection, especially within
the wider Muslim world.
Victimhood Meets Denial When
the Christchurch mosque mas-
sacre happened in New Zealand
in 2019, I called it an act of pure,
unfiltered hate. I was applauded
in my community. A white
supremacist, who was an Aussie
citizen, had murdered 51
Muslims at prayer. The outrage
was unanimous. That day, soli-
darity worked. But on Sunday,
when a Muslim father-son duo
killed 15 unarmed Jewish civil-
ians in Australia, I called it what
it was - a hate crime, which was
indefensible. But the reaction
was very different. I was told I
was "timid", "too soft", even a
"pacifist". Some asked me why I
wasn't focusing on Gaza or
Kashmir instead. As if anger
elsewhere could explain blood-
shed on an Australian beach.
This reluctance to look inward
and this instinct to explain away
the actions of the perpetrators is
not strength. It is shortsighted-
ness. During my only trip to
Israel a few years ago, many
Palestinians were pleasantly sur-
prised that the Muslims in the
non-Arab world had so much
concern for them. Of course, this
was before the beginning of the
current ongoing war in Gaza.

And yet, I believe justice for
Palestinians, both in Gaza and

the West Bank, cannot be
achieved by murdering Jews in
Sydney. Anger over Kashmir
cannot justify planting bombs in
Delhi. It does not give the moral
license to anyone to kill innocent
civilians anywhere in the world.
Yet, annoyingly, the justifica-
tions begin almost instantly.
Some quoted the New York
Times columnist Thomas
Friedman's well-known warning
that Israel's war might fuel glob-
al antisemitism. Yes, the context
matters. But context is not con-
sent. Anger at Netanyahu's gov-
ernment does not explain why a
father and son in Sydney picked
up weapons and walked towards
people who had come to cele-
brate a festival by the sea. The
Bigger Failure - And Not Just
Ours There is another uncom-
fortable truth. Western policy-
makers must also confront their
own blind spots. Naveed Akram,
the young suspect, was charged
with 59 offences, including 15
counts of murder and one of com-
mitting a  terrorist act.
Punishing individuals is neces-
sary. It is the demand of the law.
But is it sufficient? Naveed
Akram may spend the rest of his
life behind bars and perhaps
never be out on parole. But think
about it, did the father-son duo
not walk to the beach that

evening prepared to die? Suicide
bombers in Iraq, lone wolves in
Europe, militants in India, none
of them acted under the illusion
that they would survive. The 10
gunmen who descended upon
Mumbai on November 26, 2008,
were fully armed. They knew
they were on a suicide mission.
But they had orders to Kill, cre-
ate mayhem and spread fear.
They did it for 60 hours. The lone
survivor was hanged to death.
Has that stopped terror attacks?
You cannot deter a person who
believes death is a promotion.
The Strange Pull Of Radicalism
And this is where the real ques-
tion for policymakers, and for all
of us, begins. Punishment after
an act of terror is the easy part;
prevention is the hard, neces-
sary work. How do we under-
stand the inner drift of an other-
wise ordinary man towards radi-
cal certainty? How do we disrupt
the slow, corrosive accumulation
of grievance, real or imagined,
before it hardens into the kind of
ideological fury that turns
strangers into targets? This is
not a Muslim problem alone, nor
should it ever be framed that
way. Every community has pro-
duced its own extremists.
Myanmar's Buddhist mobs.
India's Hindu lynch groups or
individuals. Sikh militants in
Punjab in the 1980s. Europe's
white supremacists.

India's Aviation Model Is Cracking

Good vs Evil:

Under

When Indian airlines placed orders for
over 1,350 new aircraft in 2023 and 2024
alone, the numbers captured both prom-
ise and peril. India is now the world's
third-largest domestic-only aviation
market (globally it ranks fifth when
including all passenger traffic), handling
approximately 161 million domestic pas-
sengers in 2024 and accounting for 4.2%
of global air traffic. Yet, public confi-
dence in air travel has never been more
fragile. The Air India Flight 171 crash on
June 12 this year, which killed 241 of the
242 people on board (230 passengers and
12 crew) and 19 people on the ground,
and the cascading IndiGo flight cancella-
tions in December are not isolated
mishaps. They are stress signals from a
system stretched to its limits. The crash
marked the first fatal accident involving
a Boeing 787 Dreamliner since the air-
craft entered commercial service in 2011,
a fact that underscores the gravity of the
incident for global aviation safety. The
two incidents reflect different failure
modes, one under accident investiga-
tion, the other an operational-planning
breakdown. But both expose how
growth is outrunning institutional
capacity. The immediate response to
such events often focuses on individual
fault, like pilots, crew, or airline manage-
ment. But that framing obscures the
deeper structural challenge. India's avia-
tion ecosystem has expanded faster than
its regulatory, infrastructural, and
human-capital foundations. = The
Regulatory Architecture The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation's
(DGCA) Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) mandate precise constraints on
pilot duty hours to combat fatigue-relat-
ed safety risks. Announced in January
2024 and implemented in two phases,
these regulations represent India's align-
ment with international norms. When
the FAA implemented its regulations in
2014, American carriers adjusted proac-
tively. Delta Air Lines began planning
well in advance, conducted comprehen-
sive modelling of crew utilisation pat-
terns, and expanded its pilot workforce.
American Airlines faced a scheduling
crisis in December 2017 when a comput-
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er glitch granted vacation to thousands
of pilots simultaneously, potentially
leaving over 15,000 flights without crews
between December 17 and 31. But the
management implemented 150% premi-
um pay incentives and engaged in union
negotiations regarding compensation
and scheduling compliance. Within 72
hours, the airline secured crew coverage
for substantially all affected flights.
European airlines faced similar chal-
lenges when an EASA regulation took
full effect in February 2016. The
Lufthansa Group established a dedicat-
ed transition team comprising opera-
tions planners, crew scheduling special-
ists, pilot union representatives, and
legal compliance officers. Ryanair, too,
despite its low-cost model emphasising
maximum aircraft utilisation, increased
pilot staffing and made modest schedule
adjustments. Gulf carriers operating
under similarly stringent duty time reg-
ulations maintain substantially higher
pilot-to-aircraft ratios specifically to
absorb FDTL restrictions. Emirates,
with its all-widebody fleet of approxi-
mately 261 aircraft and nearly 4,600
pilots, operates with flexibility to cover
extensive crew rest requirements for
long-haul operations, absorb disrup-
tions, and maintain service during peak
demand periods. Singapore Airlines
operates ultralong-haul flights exceed-
ing 19 hours, utilising an augmented
flight crew and enabling in-flight rest

Its Own Weight
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rotations in dedicated crew rest com-
partments. Making Of An Avoidable
Crisis Against this, IndiGo's December
2025 operational collapse reveals a series
of strategic failures extending over mul-
tiple years. Its ratio of approximately 14
pilots per aircraft represented only 70%
of typical full-service carrier staffing and
fell below even other low-cost carriers.
From fiscal 2022 through fiscal 2024,
IndiGo matched pilot growth almost
exactly to aircraft acquisition, increas-
ing pilots by 33% while expanding its
fleet by 33%. This kind of expansion
maintained the lean ratio without build-
ing any buffer for the known FDTL
Phase 2 implementation. In stark con-
trast, Air India more than doubled its
pilot complement. This means that there
wasa 127% increase, vastly exceeding its
32% fleet growth, thereby reflecting Tata
Group's strategic preparation for FDTL
compliance. Internal analysis suggested
that FDTL Phase 2 compliance would
require IndiGo to increase its pilot work-
force by approximately 20-25% to main-
tain the existing schedule capacity. With
5,038 pilots as of fiscal 2024, this implies a
need for roughly 1,000 to 1,250 additional
pilots by November 2025. Yet, IndiGo's
actual hiring remained insufficient.
Even more problematically, IndiGo
increased its winter 20252026 schedule
by approximately 6% despite knowing it
faced crew shortfalls estimated at 10-15%
under Phase 2 rules.

Will Vijay's Tamil Nadu

Election Pitch Succeed?

The first major takeaway from actor-
politician and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) chief Vijay's Erode
rally is unmistakable: the animosity
between the TVK and the ruling DMK
has only intensified. The DMK's sharp
attacks on Vijay - particularly its
attempts to hold him and his party
responsible for the tragic stampede in
Karur on September 27 - appear to have
hardened his political posture. Vijay's
response has been to turn this into an
open and bitter rivalry. Invoking the
late Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa, Vijay
justified the fierce language she once
used against the DMK. Declaring the
DMK an “evil force” and positioning the
TVK as the “pure force”, he delivered
the message with the flourish of a cine-
matic monologue - equal parts vehe-
mence and vengeance. By framing the
upcoming election as a battle between
good and evil, Vijay is deliberately
reviving memories of the Jayalalithaa-
Karunanidhi rivalry - an intense,
deeply personal feud that defined Tamil
Nadu politics until they died in 2016 and
2018. Crucially, Vijay is attempting to
rewrite the state's political script: no
longer DMK versus AIADMK, but DMK
versus TVK. Vijay's use of Periyar's
name, accusing the DMK of exploiting
the state in the name of the Dravidian
icon, underlines the ferocity of the rival-
ry he is building. Periyar remains the
DMK's most powerful ideological sym-
bol, and attacking the party on this
front is a calculated provocation, espe-
cially in Erode, which is Periyar's birth-
place. This emotionally charged DMK-
versus-TVK narrative does not just
threaten the ruling party. It poses an
equally serious challenge to the
ATADMK. Vijay's rise risks cutting into
the ATADMK's traditional vote base,
spelling trouble for Edappadi K
Palaniswami (EPS), whose leadership
has failed to deliver an electoral victory
since Jayalalithaa's death in 2017. The
party has lost the 2019 (Lok Sabha), 2021
(Assembly), and 2024(Lok Sabha) elec-
tions, and the erosion shows. What
worsens matters for the AIADMK is the
entry of KA Sengottaiyan into the TVK.
The nine-time AIADMK MLA, now

head of TVK's coordination committee,
knows the party and EPS intimately.
More importantly, he hails from the
“Kongu” region in western Tamil Nadu

EPS's last major bastion.
Sengottaiyan's presence represents a
direct strategic threat. Interestingly,
Vijay's attack on the BJP was relatively
muted, especially when compared to his
sharp criticism of the DMK. The
ATADMK, too, was largely ignored as a
political force - embarrassingly for the
opposition party, given the rally was
held in a region traditionally loyal to
the AIADMK. Vijay's declaration that
more leaders like Sengottaiyan would
soon join TVK should make the
AIADMK wary. Yet for all its drama,
Vijay's speech offered little in the way of
concrete political substance. There was
no clarity on alliances, no roadmap to
address agrarian distress or corruption
beyond rhetorical references. The only
policy position he clarified was that he
was not opposed to welfare measures or
so-called freebies. While he avoided per-
sonal attacks on Chief Minister MK
Stalin, the speech leaned heavily on
emotion, spectacle, and symbolism -
hallmarks of Vijay's appeal, especially
among his fans. And that fan base
remains formidable. Despite the Karur
tragedy, there was no visible drop in
turnout or enthusiasm at Erode. The
emotional fervour was as intense as
ever. Notably, none of the families of the
41 victims who died in the stampede

have publicly blamed Vijay - an indica-
tion of the extraordinary emotional
bond he enjoys with his supporters.
Strikingly, Vijay made no reference to
the tragedy during his speech, despite
addressing a crowd just 70 kilometres
from the location of the tragedy. There
was no public display of grief. This sig-
nals a conscious strategic decision: the
TVK has chosen to move forward with-
out allowing guilt or remorse to define
its campaign. Politically, the party has
placed responsibility squarely on the
DMK, alleging conspiracy, while keep-
ing outreach to victims' families person-
al and away from the public gaze. As
Tamil Nadu moves closer to the 2026
Assembly election, Vijay's strategies
will face their toughest test. An
ATADMK-TVK alliance appears virtual-
ly impossible, for now. EPS is unlikely
to accept Vijay as the face of an alliance,
and Vijay, by the same token, is unlike-
ly to play second fiddle to anyone. An
understanding with the BJP appears
even more improbable, given Vijay's
minority vote base. At present, this fore-
closes the possibility of a TVK-AIADMK
partnership within the NDA, pointing
instead to a three-cornered contest in
2026: TVK versus DMK-led alliance ver-
sus NDA. Yet politics has a way of mak-
ing the impossible possible. Vijay has
noticeably softened his tone towards the
BJP since the stampede. With the case
now under CBI investigation and before
the Supreme Court.
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Mangaluru’s Vidya Sampath crowned Mrs
Earth International, brings glory to India

Mangaluru, Dec 17:
Balancing home, family,
her son, and a successful
business, Vidya Sampath
Karkera of Mangaluru has
made her mark in the
modelling world by being
crowned Mrs Earth
International at a presti-
gious beauty pageant held
from December 2 to 10 in
the Philippines.
Competing against partici-
pants from 22 countries,
Vidya emerged as the
grand winner, bringing
pride to India.Speaking to
the media on Tuesday,
Vidya said, “It was an hon-
our to represent India at

the international level.

There were participants
from 22 countries, and it is
impossible to describe the
joy I felt when my name
was announced as the
grand winner.”

Vidya, who previously
won the Mrs India Astral
Karnataka runner-up title,
runs a supermarket in
Chitrapur, Mangaluru, and
has successfully estab-
lished herself as both an
entrepreneur and a model.
She credited her husband
for encouraging her to par-
ticipate and acknowledged
the guidance she received
from Deepak Ganguli,

regional director of Austral
Pageants, during her prep-
aration.Selected through
multiple rounds of compe-
tition held in Bengaluru,
Vidya was the only partici-
pant representing India at
the international event.
She impressed judges with
her talent, confidence, and
unique perspective, excel-
ling in talent rounds and
the national costume
round.In the national cos-
tume segment, Vidya
showcased India’s nation-
al animal (tiger), national
bird (peacock), and the
lotus flower, crafting the
outfit entirely from tin
and plastic waste under
the concept ‘Turning
Waste into Art’, raising
awareness about environ-
mental conservation. She
also presented figurines
reflecting Tulu Nadu cul-
ture to participants from
22 countries, introducing
the richness of her region-
al heritage to the world.
Born in Mumbai but
now based in Mangaluru,
Vidya trained at Deepak
Ganguli’s Pathway
Modelling Studio, as well
as Mercy Beauty Academy
and Ladies’ Salon. Her
achievements demon-
strate the ethos of ‘Beauty
with Brains’, balancing
entrepreneurship, family,
and modelling with dis-
tinction. Reflecting on her
achievement, Vidya said,
“The competition had
many challenging rounds.

A journey of devotion,
discipline, and divine
expression unfolds on stage

Bengaluru: Natyanjali
School of Dance proudly
presents Rangamilana,
the Bharatanatyam
Rangapravesham of Ms.
Saachi Varun, a commu-
nication designer and
dedicated disciple of
Guru Acharya Ashok
Kumar. The performance
will be held on Saturday,

Karnataka

Actor, producer,
director Kamal
Raj releases five

Bengaluru: Kamal Raj (Kalim
Pasha), who is known as an actor,
producer, director and distribu-
tor in the Kannada film industry,
has also made his own mark as a
writer of taste. Kamal Raj, who
has been known for writing sto-
ries, screenplays, lyrics and dia-
logues for his films so far, has
now released five works written
by him. Five books titled 'Devara
Universal Business School',
'Marketing Icons of India SRK
and Modi', "To My Kids Imad and
Alia', 'Tipu Sultan' and '1000
Shayariyan Jasbaat Dil Se' were
released recently. Young actor
Virat, publisher and producer V.
Laxmikant, actors Rakshak,
Huccha Venkat and many other
dignitaries from the film industry
and various fields were present to
launch these books. These books
are written on natural business,
marketing strategies, the rela-
tionship between father and son,
achievements of historical fig-
ures and a bunch of emotional
songs. These books are avail-
able in both languages includ-
ing English and Kannada.
Speaking after releasing his
books, Kamal Raj said, 'Until
now, I was mostly writing only
for our cinema. Now, I am pre-
senting some things that are
outside of cinema and that
everyone needs to Kknow
through these works.

by £ TP

o

HYDERABAD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

7

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Vijayendra a ‘collection king’, let him speak
in Assembly: DCM DK Shivakumar

Belagavi: Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
on Thursday launched a
sharp attack on BJP State
President and MLA B.Y.
Vijayendra, branding him
a “collection king” and
alleging that he was
responsible for the declin-
ing reputation of his
father. Responding to
Vijayendra’s claim that
the Congress government
was emptying the state
treasury to appease the
party high command,
Shivakumar questioned
the allegation and chal-
lenged him to raise the
issue in the Assembly.

Speaking to reporters
at the Circuit House and
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha,
Shivakumar said no trea-
sury was empty and asked
whether he should dis-

i

accounts. He urged the
BJP leader to stop evad-
ing the ongoing Assembly
session and speak on the
floor of the House, assur-
ing that he would respond
appropriately. He also
remarked that as party
president, Vijayendra
should act responsibly
and noted his lack of expe-
rience.

On the Assembly ses-

related to sugarcane and
maize growers despite the
financial burden on the
government and sugar
factories. He appealed to

farmers to remember
these steps. He added that
the Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister would
respond to debates on
North Karnataka, while
he would speak on irriga-
tion projects such as

Lakshmi Hebbalkar had
provided false informa-
tion on the Gruhalakshmi
scheme, Shivakumar said
the benefit had been dis-
bursed for the last 24
months and funds were
being released by the
Finance Department
without any irregularity.
He accused the Opposition
of trying to divert atten-
tion due to fear over dis-
cussions on the alleged
harassment of Rahul
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi
in the National Herald
case.Shivakumar also
questioned the Centre’s
delay in releasing funds
for projects like Upper
Bhadra, MGNREGA, Jal
Jeevan Mission, grants
and GST dues, asserting
that while the BJP failed
to deliver on promises in

close details of
Vijayendra’s alleged “col-
lection business,” includ-
ing transactions and

sion, Shivakumar said the
government had taken
tough but pro-farmer deci-
sions,

Upper

resolving issues

Krishna
Mahadayi if given an
opportunity.Refuting BJP
allegations that Minister

and  other states, the Congress
government in Karnataka
had fulfilled its commit-
ments.

Adyasha Foundation presents ‘ShishiraChhanda
2025’ - 9th Annual Dance Festival at JSS Auditorium

BENGALURU: Renowned Odissi dancer
and Guru Smt. Sarita Mishra, through
her Adyasha Foundation, is set to pres-
ent ShishiraChhanda 2025, the 9th edi-
tion of its annual dance festival, on
Saturday, 20th December 2025 at 6.00
PM, at JSS Auditorium, Jayanagar,
Bengaluru. The festival celebrates the
rich legacy of Indian classical dance and
brings together distinguished perform-
ers from India and abroad.The evening
will feature a Bharatanatyam solo recit-

al by an acclaimed dancer from the
USA, Smt. Padmini Sirish, followed by
an Odissi solo presentation by Smt.
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Indu Vijay. The highlight of the evening
will be “M dhaveti”, an Odissi produc-
tion portraying the sacred journey of
Neelamadhava to Jagannatha, a tale of
divine discovery, devotion, and destiny,
expressed through lyrical movement
and soulful rhythm.Gracing the occa-
sion as Special Invitees will be: Dr.
Veena Murthy Vijay, Dr. Shobha
Shashikumar, and Guru Sri Murali
Mohan Kalvakalva Speaking about the
festival, Smt. Sarita Mishra shared.

Hate Speech
Prohibition Bill
Harms Freedom
of Expression:
Opposition
Leader R. Ashok

Bengaluru : Opposition
Leader R. Ashok said,
Karnataka's Hate Speech
and Hate Crimes
(Prohibition) Bill will
erase freedom of expres-
sion, and police will start
behaving like Hitler.
Speaking in the

20th December at 6:00 PM Legislative Assembly, he
at the Dr. Premachandra . O said that when the Chief
Sagar Auditorium, ~ MR05 SULGCOED fCaerdni. | no eomen Lo dug el sewda e rage: o de0%, sURgen  GHRCH D 53 SAlGS Mag Ministers were present,
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Master Hirannaiah used
to perform the play
'Lanchavatara' against
corruption. At that time,

Kumaraswamy Layout,
adjacent to Dayananda
Sagar College, Bengaluru.

The event will be graced
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by distinguished dignitar-
ies, including, C. R.
Chandrashekar, Renowned

Acharya Ashok Kumar.
The program will showcase
her mastery of technique,
expression, rhythm, and

traditional repertoire, cele-
brating the rich heritage of

Psychiatrist, Sukumar Rangamilana marks a sig-
Kuna, President, Bangalore  nificant milestone in Ms.
City Institute, Guru Saachi Varun’s artistic
Vandya Srinath, Director, journey, reflecting her
Brahmara  School of years of discipline, dedica-
DanceDr. A. Kumuda, tion, and rigorous training
Ph.D. in Dasa Sahitya undertheguidanceof Guru Bharatanatyam.
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Protect the Future of Newborns and Children Below 5
Years with Two Drops of Polio Vaccine: D.S. Ramesh

Bengaluru: With the objective of
maintaining polio free status
among children within the lim-
its of Bengaluru East City
Corporation, a Pulse Polio
Immunization Campaign will be
conducted from December 21 to
December 24, in coordination
with the Health Department,
local bodies, and partner organi-
zations. The primary goal of the
campaign is to ensure that no
newborn or child below the age
of five is left unvaccinated, said
Bengaluru East City Corporation
Commissioner D.S.Ramesh.

Pulse Polio Immunization at
Booth Level:

On December 21, a booth-level
Pulse Polio Immunization pro-
gramme will be organized across
Bengaluru East City Corporation
from 8.00 am. to 5.00 p.m.
Parents are requested to bring
all newborns and children below
five years of age to the nearest
booth to administer polio drops,
the Commissioner stated.

Door-to-Door Pulse
Immunization Campaign:

From December 22 to
December 24, teams comprising
ASHA workers, Primary Health
Centre staff, NGO members, and
volunteers will visit every

Polio
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household within the city corpo
ration limits to administer polio
drops to newborns and children
below five years of age. Parents
are urged to make full use of this
facility, the Commissioner
appealed.

Arrangements for the
Immunization Programme:

To ensure comprehensive cov-
erage of all areas under
Bengaluru East City
Corporation, a total of 589 immu-
nization units have been
deployed with the following
arrangements:

* Establishment of 425 vacci-
nation booths for the general
public

* Deployment of 100 mobile
teams to cover vulnerable and

hai“d-to-reach.al&‘géé where booth
access is limited

* 10 mobile teams will operate
between 5.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m.

* Deployment of 64 transit
teams at major public transit
locations such as bus stands,
railway stations, metro stations,
markets, and shopping malls

* For the first time, 2 mobile
teams have been deployed on
trains operating between K.R.
Puram Railway Station and
Majestic Station in both direc-
tions

* Engagement of trained teams
comprising 2,356 volunteers and
110 supervisors

Information, Education and
Communication Activities:

Extensive information, educa-

tion and communication activi-
ties have been undertaken to
create public awareness about
the Pulse Polio Campaign,
including:

* Public announcements and
jingles

* Announcements through
auto-rickshaws

* Awareness messages via
social media platforms

* Announcements at metro
stations, railway stations, and
bus terminals

* Display of banners and post-
ers

* Dissemination
media releases

through

Awareness
Rallies:

Through Bike

As part of the awareness drive,
a bike rally will be organized on
December 19 at 7.00 p.m. at
Whitefield Circle. Additionally,
on December 20, in collaboration
with UFH Riders, a 40-kilometre
bike rally will be conducted from
K.R. Puram Government
Hospital to spread awareness
about the importance of polio
vaccination and to encourage
active community participation,
the Commissioner informed.
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Congress leaders A. Anand, M. A. Saleem, G. Prakash, Sudhakar, Naveen, Hemaraj Chandrashekar, Kushal
Haruve Gowda, Umesh, and many party workers participated in this protest.

there was that level of
democracy. With the new
bill brought by the
Congress government,
police will become like
Hitler. This will harm
freedom of expression.
Cartoonists will not be
able to use drawings
either.

Invite tenders immediately for the
redevelopment of Russell Market in
Shivajinagar: Maheshwar Rao

Bengaluru Chief
Commissioner Maheshwar
Rao* directed officials to
immediately invite tenders
for the redevelopment of
Russell Market in
Shivajinagar. While inspect-
ing various locations within
the Shivajinagar Assembly
Constituency under the
Central City Corporation, he
stated that the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the
redevelopment of Russell
Market has already been com-
pleted and instructed officials
to swiftly implement the proj-
ect.Russell Market is a heri-
tage structure, and it should
be redeveloped by giving it a
modern touch while preserv-
ing its legacy, transforming it
into a vibrant, sustainable,
and people-friendly market
for Bengaluru. He empha-
sized that traders should not
face any inconvenience and
instructed officials to make
temporary alternative
arrangements before com-
mencing the redevelopment
works.During the market
development works, proper
drainage systems must be
ensured, and suitable
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arrangements should be made
to prevent water stagnation in
parking areas. To keep the
market clean at all times, a
comprehensive waste segre-
gation and composting sys-
tem should be implemented.
He also instructed that all
works, including fire safety
systems, toilet facilities, gran-
ite flooring in public move-
ment areas, clock tower
design, and other related
infrastructure, must be exe-
cuted while maintaining high
quality standards. In addi-
tion, a comprehensive plan
should be prepared for the
development of the surround-
ing areas of Russell Market.

Coduct Tax Drive:

Officials were directed to
revise property taxes in and
around the Russell Market
area and to conduct a tax
drive to improve property tax
collection by taking neces-
sary measures.

Prepare a plan for the con-
struction of a waterway:

Ulsoor Lake receives water
from three inlets. After
inspecting these inlets, offi-
cials were instructed to pre-
pare a plan to develop a civic
waterway on the K-100 model.
He also directed that the
Ulsoor Lake development
works be completed at the ear-
liest.
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Farmers seek early Samba procurement
meet after Kuruvai losses

The farmers thus sounded an alarm about a similar situation in relation to Samba procurement, and thus, the
meeting becomes more vital as it will give a clear picture before the release of the procurement policy

TIRUCHY: With the
onset of the samba har-
vest in January, and the
delay in convening the
pre-procurement meet-
ing and releasing the
samba procurement poli-
cy, the farmers from the
Delta region urged the
government to decide on
the meeting headed by
the Chief Secretary of
State to ensure their
demands are placed
before the authorities
concerned across depart-
ments.

With the bitter experi-
ence having unfolded
during the Kuruvai pro-
curement this year, a
huge loss was incurred
due to the damage of the
harvested paddy accumu-
lated at the Direct
Procurement Centres
amid heavy monsoon
rainfall. The farmers
thus sounded an alarm
about a similar situation

in relation to Samba pro-
curement, and thus, the
meeting becomes more
vital as it will give a clear
picture before the release
of the procurement poli-
cy.Pointing out that the
samba cultivation,
despite being hindered
by the monsoon rains
and the fury of cyclone
Ditwah, could cross at
least 10.50 lakh acre

across the Delta region
with 3.62 lakh and 3.40
lakh in Tiruvarur and
Thanjavur respectively,
they said as the early
samba is set for harvest
from the first week of
January, the government
has to consult with farm-
ers and release the samba
procurement policy at
the earliest.

"During the kuruvai

Tamil Nadu

procurement, the major
obstacle was the shortage
of vehicles, gunny bags
and manpower. We also
found that the transport
contract was awarded to
a single person who had
opted for subcontract;
however, the farmers
were at the receiving
end, with a huge stock of
harvested kuruvai accu-
mulated before every
DPC. Thus, we demand a
pre-samba procurement
meeting so that we can
put forth our suggestions,
which would solve the
issues to a certain
extent," said Cauvery V

Dhanapalan, General
Secretary, Cauvery
Farmers Protection
Association.

Meanwhile, the secre-
tary of Tamil Nadu
Cauvery Farmers
Protection Association,
Swamimalai Sundara
Vimalnathan, pointed

out that States like
Karnataka, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and West Bengal
have mandated yearly
pre-procurement meet-
ings. “But in Tamil
Nadu, no such meeting
has been held since 2022.
This has led to poor plan-
ning, and the farmers
bore the brunt of it,"
Vimalnathan lamented.
He appealed to organ-
ise a meeting in
Thanjavur, chaired by
the Chief Secretary,
which would enable the
farmers to air their
demands. “As hardly a
few weeks are left for the
samba procurement, the
government should con-
vene the meeting at the
earliest and announce
the procurement policy

and samba incentive
soon," Vimalnathan
stressed.

Identification of laj
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ptop beneficiaries

across 4,600 Tamil Nadu colleges begins

CHENNAI: With the
free laptop distribution
likely to begin in the first
week of January 2026, the
government has begun
identifying beneficiaries
across around 4,600 arts,

science, engineering,
agriculture and medical
colleges.

The Electronics

Corporation of Tamil
Nadu (ELCOT) has float-
ed an international ten-
der to procure 20 lakh
laptops, and the state gov-
ernment will be allocat-
ing Rs 2,000 crore for the
same. The three multina-
tional companies -- Acer,
Dell and HP, identified in
the tender would supply
laptop computers featur-
ing a 15inch display, Intel
i3 or AMD Ryzen 3 pro-
cessor, 8 to 12 GB RAM,
and a 256 GB hard disk.
These laptops will also
come with built-in educa-
tional tools and essential
software. A senior official
from the Higher Education
Department, seeking ano-
nymity, said that during
the first phase of the

scheme, ten laptop comput-
ers will be procured from
the selected organisations.
“Students from around
4,600 government arts, sci-
ence, engineering, agricul-
ture and medical colleges
across the State are expect-
ed to benefit from the
scheme,” he said, adding,
“the laptop computers pro-
cured during the first
phase will be distributed to
the third year students”.
Concerning the arrival of
the laptop consignment,
the official noted that each
batch of systems after
arrival will undergo ran-
dom quality tests by an
expert committee compris-
ing faculty members from

Anna University and IIT,
along with officials from
the National Informatics
Centre.Pointing out that
all government college
principals were instructed
to identify beneficiaries,
he said the details of stu-
dents submitted by the
institution heads will be
thoroughly scrutinised to
ensure the scheme reaches
all the beneficiaries with-
out fail.“There will be a
proper Enterprise
Resource Planning (ERP)
system to track delivery
schedules, vendor details,
supply numbers, and stock
for the smooth implemen-
tation of the scheme,” the
official added.

Chembarambakkam full to the
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Honble Chief Minister reviewed photo exhibition of development proj-
ects under the North Chennai Development Scheme at the founda-
tion-laying ceremony of Government Model Higher Secondary School

and Periyar Nagar Amudham Store at Kolathur, Chennai.

or generations, Western space
Fmissions have largely occurred

out in the open. We knew where
they were going, why they were
going there and what they planned to
do. But the world is on the verge of a
new era in which private interests
override such openness, with big
money potentially on the line.
Sometime in the coming year, a
spacecraft from AstroForge, an
American asteroid-mining firm, may
be launched on a mission to a rocky
object near Earth’s orbit. If success-
ful, it will be the first wholly com-
mercial deep-space mission beyond
the moon. AstroForge, however, is
keeping its target asteroid secret.
The secret space-rock mission is the
latest in an emerging trend that
astronomers and other experts do not
welcome: commercial space missions
conducted covertly. Such missions
highlight gaps in the regulation of
spaceflight as well as concerns about
whether exploring the cosmos will
continue to benefit all humankind.
“I'm very much not in favor of hav-
ing stuff swirling around the inner
solar system without anyone know-
ing where it is,” said Jonathan
McDowell, an astronomer at the
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics in Massachusetts. “It
seems like a bad precedent to set.”
But for AstroForge, the calculation is
simple: If it reveals the destination, a
competitor may grab the asteroid’s
valuable metals for itself.
“Announcing which asteroid we are
targeting opens up risk that another
entity could seize that asteroid,” said
Matt Gialich, AstroForge’s chief
executive. Asteroid mining entered
the doldrums in recent years after
two startups proposing to prospect
the solar system went out of business
in the late 2010s. But now several

companies in the United States,
Europe and China are taking another
stab at the endeavor. Even a congres-
sional committee held a hearing on
the subject in December.

The renaissance is sparked by a
new wave of commercial space explo-
ration, driven largely by SpaceX, the
company founded by Elon Musk that
flies reusable rocket boosters and has
reduced the cost of reaching space.

With that increased activity is also
increasing secrecy.

In 2019, the Israeli-built commer-
cial Beresheet lander crashed while
trying to land on the Moon. On board,
kept secret until after the failed land-
ing, were a few thousand tardigrades,
microscopic animals supplied by the
nonprofit Arch Mission Foundation.
The crash raised concerns about
potentially contaminating the moon
with the hearty creatures and led to
an investigation by the Federal
Aviation Administration. More
recently, the suborbital spaceflight
firm Virgin Galactic has withheld
the identities of the people on board
its space plane until after the mis-

CHENNALI: Continuous
inflow after heavy rains
has pushed Chennai's
key drinking water
source, the
Chembarambakkam
Reservoir, to its full stor-
age capacity of 24 feet
after 30 years, resulting
in severe flooding in
nearby residential areas
and forcing hundreds of
residents to evacuate
their homes.

At present, the reser-
voir is holding around
3,645 million cubic feet of
water, inundating sever-
al residential areas along
the reservoir. More than
100 houses in Ambedkar
Nagar, located near
Nandambakkam area
have been marooned,
and the locality now
resembles an island iso-
lated by stagnant water
cutting off normal access
routes. Nearly half of the
houses in the area are

partially submerged,
forcing residents to lock
them up and seek shelter
elsewhere. Most of the
affected families have
moved in with relatives,
while some have been
accommodated in a near-
by mosque.

Local residents say it is
unprecedented for the
Chembarambakkam res-
ervoir to inundate with
such large volume of
water, as any excess is
usually released periodi-
cally to prevent flooding
of surrounding areas.

sions are completed, a practice not
seen before with human spaceflight.
And some satellites hitching rides to
space with lots of other orbital craft,
in what are known as rideshare mis-
sions, have also been kept secret.
We're seeing frequent launches
where we don’t know what the satel-
lites are that were deployed until
some time afterwards,” said
McDowell, who maintains a public
database of spacecraft in orbit.

For missions beyond Earth, there
are no legal restrictions against keep-
ing a deep space mission’s destina-
tion secret as AstroForge intends to
do, said Michelle Hanlon, a law pro-
fessor specializing in space at the
University of Mississippi. We don’t
have an actual process for deep-space
missions like this,” she said, because
“there is no licensing process” in the
United States. But complex issues
could arise if, for example, multiple
asteroid miners arrived at the same
asteroid. “There needs to be some
kind of transparency here,”
McDowell said. He noted that while
there was a United Nations require-

ment for space agencies and compa-
nies to reveal their orbits and trajec-
tories in space, “it’s usually ignored
for solar orbit objects.”

The lack of penalties, he added,
“should spark discussion among reg-
ulators.” AstroForge’s mission,
Odin, would be the second spacecraft
it has sent to space. Its first in April,
Brokkr-1, was a microwave-size
machine weighing about 25 pounds.
The goal of that mission was to prac-
tice refining metals in the environ-
ment of space. The spacecraft has
encountered problems, however, the
company said on Dec. 11. AstroForge
is in a “race against time” to get
Brokkr-1 working before it is lost.
Odin, on the other hand, weighs a
much heftier 220 pounds. AstroForge
plans for it to piggyback on a robotic
mission to the moon in 2024 by the
company Intuitive Machines that is
sponsored by NASA and being
launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rock-
et. A launch date has not yet been set.
During the journey to the moon, the
plan is for Odin to be released and to
venture into deep space beyond lunar
orbit. Within a year, according to
AstroForge, the spacecraft will fly
past the mystery asteroid, taking pic-
tures and looking for evidence of
metal.AstroForge is aiming for what
is suspected to be an M-type asteroid.
These are thought to be fragmented
pieces of failed planetary cores and
may be rich in valuable platinum-
group metals, which have a wide
range of uses including in health
care and jewelry.No spacecraft has
ever visited such an asteroid before,
although NASA’s Psyche mission,
launched in October, is on a mission
to a potential M-type asteroid, also
named Psyche, between Mars and
Jupiter. It will not arrive until
August 2029.
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However, this time,
authorities retained
water to its full capacity,
leading to widespread
inundation.

A resident K
Muhammad said, "The
unusual move to store
water at full capacity has

brim, maroons Nandambakkam

caused severe hardships.
Students, office-goers,
and daily wagers are
affected as stagnant
water has submerged
roads and pathways.

It has also led to the
accumulation of waste,
attracting snakes and
other creepy crawlies.”
Many residents fear the
stagnant water may
cause an outbreak of dis-
eases and have urged
authorities to immedi-
ately release excess
water from the reservoir
and take remedial mea-
sures to protect lives and
property. The entire area
currently remains isolat-
ed. When contacted by
DT Next, an official with
the Water Resource
Department said, “The
submerged areas are
encroachments and that
the water level is being
maintained at the cur-
rent level."

Ramadoss opposes suspension
of judge Chemmal

CHENNALI: PMK founder
S Ramadoss has
expressed shock over the
suspension of District
Judge Pa U Chemmal,
calling the action unjust
and contrary to the prin-
ciples of justice.

In a statement, the
senior leader said that
Judge Chemmal, who
earlier served in
Kancheepuram has a
26-year record of deliver-
ing justice with integrity.

Ramadoss noted that
Judge Chemmal was
widely appreciated by

lawyers and the public
for ensuring legal reme-
dies to affected litigants.

He cited a landmark
order in a 22-year-old cus-

todial death case in
Kancheepuram, where
the judge directed month-
ly pension and land title
to the victim’s widow and
a government job to her
daughter. He also han-
dled custodial torture
cases strictly within the
framework of law.
Referring to a case
involving a
Kancheepuram Deputy

Superintendent of Police,
Ramadoss said Judge
Chemmal ordered judi-
cial custody only after
the officer failed in his
duty. "However, disci-
plinary action was taken
without seeking any
explanation from the
judge, making it a one-
sided move. Such actions,
taken without due inqui-
ry, could erode public
confidence in the judicia-
ry and create fear among
judges delivering justice
to ordinary citizens," he
said.
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Rupee trades in narrow range
against US dollar in early trade

Mumbai: The rupee traded
in a narrow range against
the US dollar in early trade
on Thursday as the support
from fresh foreign fund
inflows was negated by trade
deal uncertainty and risk-off
sentiment. Forex traders
said lack of progress in the
India-US trade negotiations
and strong dollar demand
from corporates and
importers weighed on the
local unit, even as Brent
crude prices hovering near
USD 60 per barrel supported
investor sentiment. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened at
90.35 against the US dollar,
then gained some ground
and touched 90.32 against the
US dollar. In initial trade it
also touched 90.38 against the
American currency. On
Wednesday, the rupee recov-
ered 55 paise from its all-time
low level to close at 90.38
against the greenback. “The
PSU banks were the sellers of
dollars on Wednesday on
behalf of the RBI. The inter-
vention amount could have
been as high as USD 6 bil-
lion,” said Anil Kumar
Bhansali, Head of Treasury
and Executive Director
Finrex Treasury Advisors
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LLP. “We expect the range of
90 to 91.00 on Thursday with
90.25 as support and 90.75 as
resistance,” Bhansali added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a bas-
ket of six currencies, was
trading 0.05 per cent higher
at 98.41. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, was
trading higher by 0.67 per
cent at USD 60.08 per barrel
in futures trade. On the
domestic equity market
front, the 30-share bench-
mark index Sensex was trad-
ing 114.06 points lower at
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84,445.59, while the Nifty was
down 41.10 points at 25,777.45.
Foreign Institutional
Investors purchased equities
worth Rs 1,171.71 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data. The rupee
recovered 55 paise from its
all-time low level to close at
90.38 (provisional) against
the US dollar after a volatile
trade on Wednesday, amid
suspected aggressive central
bank intervention. Analysts
said the rupee’s recent fall
against the US dollar was pri-
marily driven by external
factors, not domestic eco-

nomic weakness, and the
high volatility in the forex
market is expected to persist
amid shifting economic and
geopolitical cues. The lack of
progress in the US-India

trade negotiations and
extended selling by foreign
portfolio investors have
weighed on the sentiment,
while Brent crude oil prices
hovering near USD 60 per
barrel supported the domes-
tic unit at lower levels. At the
interbank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 91.05
against the US dollar, then
recovered some lost ground

to touch an intra-day high of
89.96, registering a 97 paise
gain from its previous close.
At the end of trade on
Wednesday, the rupee was
quoted at 90.38 (provisional),
up 55 paise over its last close.
On Tuesday, the rupee
tanked below 91 per dollar,
hitting a low of 91.14. It final-
ly settled at an all-time low of
90.93 against the American
currency. “The Indian rupee
appreciated after a five-day
losing streak, bolstered by
suspected aggressive inter-
vention from the central
bank,” Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, said. Parmar fur-
ther added that high volatili-
ty is expected to persist in the
forex market amid shifting
economic and geopolitical
headlines. “Technically,
USD/INR has immediate
resistance at 90.60 and sup-
port at 89.70,” he said.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a bas-
ket of six currencies, was
trading 0.42 per cent higher
at 98.56. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, was
trading 2.09 per cent higher
at USD 60.16 per barrel in
futures trade.
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Silver slips from record highs on
profit booking; gold prices ease

Silver prices retreated
from the record levels on
Thursday, declining by Rs
751 to Rs 2,06,684 per kg in
the futures trade, as
traders booked profits
amid weak global cues. On
the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), silver
futures for March 2026
delivery depreciated by Rs
751, or 0.36 per cent, to Rs
2,06,684 per kg. Silver
prices had zoomed by Rs
10,078, or 5.10 per cent, to
hit a record high of Rs
2,07,833 per kg in the previ-
ous session. Gold prices
also eased, with the
February contract of the
metal falling by Rs 580, or
0.43 per cent, to Rs 1,34,314
per 10 grams. Analysts said

precious metals retreated
due to weak global cues. In
international = markets,
Comex gold futures for
February delivery dropped
by USD 12.6, or 0.29 per
cent, to USD 4,361.3 per
ounce. Silver futures for
March 2026 delivery fell by
USD 1.18, or 1.76 per cent, to
USD 65.72 per ounce. “Gold
has made its biggest jump
since the 1979 oil crisis in
2025, with prices doubling
in the last two years and
silver has crossed all barri-
ers, posting gains of more
than 120 per cent and
breaking USD 65 as well,”
Manav Modi,
Commodities Analyst at
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services, said.

“Backwardation in silver
rises once again, difference
in spot and futures rose
once again to 50-60 cents,
suggesting supply tight-
ness and speculative buy-
ing driving prices at such a
high pace,” Modi added.
The white metal on
Wednesday scaled a fresh
peak of USD 67.18 per
ounce. “Silver made histo-
ry by closing at an all-time
record high, reaffirming
that it’s far more than just
a runner-up to gold,” Vijay
Kuppa, Chief Executive
Officer, InCred Money,
said. He added that
investors are no longer
viewing silver  only
through the lens of jew-
ellery or industrial use.

The Hinduja Family &
Friends Hold a Prayer

Lye

| S e B e
December 2025: A Prayer
Meeting was organised in
Mumbai to honour the mem-
ory of Gopichand P Hinduja,
late Chairman of the
Hinduja Group, who recent-
ly passed away. The Prayer
Meeting was attended by
Captains of the India Inc,
friends from the Political
world cutting across party
lines, members of the diplo-
matic corps, and several
leading film personalities.

Meeting for GP Hinduja

s AR

Glowing tributes were paid
to Shri GP Hinduja about his
multi-faceted personality by
Spiritual Leaders like
Chidanand Saraswati of
Parmarth Niketan, close
associates, etc.
Notable singers like
Anuradha Paudwal, Nitin
Mukesh, and Mohit Lalwani
sang GP Hinduja’s favourite
bhajans and songs pic-
turised on his dear friend,
the late Raj Kapoor.

BP NAMES NEW BOSS AS
CURRENT CEO LEAVES AFTER
LESS THAN TWO YEARS

BP has appointed a new
chief executive, making
Meg O'Neill the first woman
to run a major global oil
firm. The London-based
energy giant said its cur-
rent boss Murray
Auchincloss would step
down less than two years
after he replaced Bernard
Looney, who was found to
have committed "serious
misconduct" in failing to
disclose relationships with
colleagues. Under Ms
O'Neill, who currently runs
Australian oil and gas firm
Woodside Energy, BP is
expected to continue its
recent strategy of moving
away from renewables to
refocus on its core oil and
gas business. Ms O'Neill
said she looks forward to
helping BP "do our part to
meet the world's energy
needs". Ms O'Neill's sur-
prise appointment comes
only three months after BP
appointed a new chairman,
Albert Manifold. In
February, the energy giant
said it would shift its strate-
gy following pressure from
some investors who were
frustrated that its profits and
share price had lagged
behind rivals. Rivals Shell

and Norwegian company
Equinor have also scaled
back plans to invest in green
energy and US President
Donald Trump's call to "drill
baby drill" has encouraged
firms to invest in fossil fuels.
Energy consultant and for-
mer Shell executive Robin
Mills told the BBC's Today
programme that the "sur-
prise" appointment of Ms
O'Neill was about refocusing
on its core oil and gas busi-
nesses. "The new chairman...
has really decided to put his
stamp on things," he said. "I
think the announcement
that's been put here made it
very clear that he felt
Murray [Auchincloss] had
done a decent job, but not
enough and more was need-
ed and some new leadership,
some new blood."

PRICE INCREASES IN THE US EASE UNEX-

PECTE

Price increases in the US
eased in recent months, as

costs for items including

hotels, milk and some kinds
of clothing fell. The latest fig-
ures from the
Department showed prices
rose 2.7% over the 12 months
to November. That pace was

down from 3% in September

and lower than many ana-
lysts had expected, potential-
ly bolstering the case for the
US central bank to continue
cutting interest rates. The

signs of cooling inflation
came as frustration over

years of rising prices has
raised pressure on US
President Donald Trump to

deliver on his promises of
relief. The consumer price
index (CPI) report had been

delayed by the US govern-
ment shutdown, which also
prevented collection of some

data. Art Hogan, chief market

strategist at B. Riley Wealth,
said the report reflected dis-

counts offered by retailers in
November, as the holiday

shopping season swung into
gear. But he noted that with-
out the October data it was

difficult to draw too many
definitive conclusions about

wider trends. "All told this is

Labor
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a positive report, that comes
with an asterisk," he said.
"Subsequent CPI's will likely
smooth out the statistical
errors that might have been
present in today's report."
The report showed an unusu-
al slowdown in the price
increases for rents and other
housing costs, which are
weighted heavily in US infla-
tion calculations and have
been a key point of concern
for many households. But
Bernard Yaros, lead econo-
mist at Oxford Economics,
cautioned that the easing
might "be more noise than
signal due to the disruptions
from the shutdown". Inflation

in the US has been ticking up
in recent months, fuelled in
part by price rises for items,
such as toys, appliances and
furniture, that were affected
by the wave of tariffs

Trump announced earlier
this year. He has since rolled
back some of those plans,
including most recently
announcing exemptions
from tariffs for high-profile
consumer food staples like
bananas and coffee. The
White House has blamed
frustrations on the jump in
prices that Trump inherited
when he entered office, while
arguing that any further rise
in prices associated with tar-
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iffs would be a one-time
move. But analysts have been
concerned about price pres-
sures spreading into other
areas, especially as Trump's
crackdown on immigration
tightens the supply of work-
ers in sectors such as farm-
ing, hospitality and construc-
tion. In a primetime address
on Wednesday, Trump
claimed that inflation had
"stopped". He called on the
Federal Reserve to deliver
relief in the form of lower bor-
rowing costs, promising to
name a new person to lead
the US central bank "who
believes in lower interest
rates by a lot". Some analysts
said Thursday's report could
help convince the Fed that
further cuts would be appro-
priate, even though inflation,
despite  the president's
claims, remains above the 2%
rate considered healthy.
"Today it got to see inflation
moving in the right direc-
tion," said Ellen Zentner,
chief economic strategist for
Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management. "Inflation may
still be above target, but
today's data made the open-
ing for additional rate cuts
just a little wider."

RBI clears Paytm arm PPSL as payment aggre-
gator for offline, cross-border transactions

New Delhi: Fintech firm
One97 Communications
on Thursday said its sub-
sidiary Paytm Payments
Services Limited (PPSL)
has received authorisa-
tion from the Reserve
Bank of India to operate
as a Payment Aggregator
for physical (offline) pay-
ments and cross-border
transactions. The
approval is in addition to
the authorisation for
Online Payment
Aggregation already
granted by the central
bank to PPSL last month.
“Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on December 17,
2025 has authorised
Paytm Payments Services
Limited (PPSL), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of One
97 Communications
Limited, to operate as a
Payment Aggregator for
Physical (offline) pay-
ments and Cross-Border
transactions (both inward
and outward), in addition
to the online Payment
Aggregator authorisation
already granted by RBI on
November 26, 2025, under
the Payment and

F

Settlement Systems Act,
2007,” Paytm said in a reg-
ulatory filing.

With the new license,
PPSL now holds Payment
Aggregator  authorisa-
tions across online,
offline, and cross-border
segments use cases,
enabling end-to-end pay-
ment aggregation servic-
es for merchants.

In November 2020, PPSL
applied for a license with
the RBI to operate as a
payment aggregator
under the guidelines on
Regulation of Payment
Aggregators and Payment

Gateways. However, in
November 2022, the RBI
rejected PPSL’s applica-
tion and asked the compa-
ny to resubmit it, so as to
comply with Press Note 3
under

FDI rules. Subsequently,
the company filed the
required application on
December 14, 2022, with
the Government of India
for the past downward
investment from OCL
(One97 Communications
Ltd) into the company in
order to comply with
Press Note 3 prescribed
under FDI guidelines.

NOT CONCERNED ABOUT RUPEE AT ALL:
ECONOMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL TO PM

New Delhi: Economic
Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
member Sanjeev Sanyal on
Thursday said he is not
concerned about the rupee
at all, arguing that even
China and Japan wit-
nessed exchange rate
weaknesses during their
high growth  phases.
Speaking at ‘Times
Network’s India Economic
Conclave 2025°, Sanyal said
since the 90s, the rupee has
mostly been allowed to find
its own level, but the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) uses its reserves to
intervene in either direc-
tion to stop excessive
volatility. “I am not con-
cerned about the rupee at
all... Let me say that the
rupee and its current
weakness should not be
necessarily conflated with
some economic worry,
because historically, if you
go over time, you will see
that economies that are in
their high growth phase
very often go through a
phase of exchange rate

weakness,” he said. The
rupee sank to a fresh
record low, breaching the
91-a-dollar mark for the
first time on Tuesday. “So
you go back to, for exam-
ple, when the Japanese

economy Wwas growing
very, very fast, their
exchange rate was kept
quite weak. The Chinese
had that in the 90s and
2000s till they began to
allow the yuan to strength-
en. “So in itself, it (weaken-
ing of rupee) does not mean

anything, as long as it is
not generating domestic
inflation, which clearly, it
is not,” Sanyal argued.
Since April 2, 2025, when
the US announced sweep-
ing tariff hikes across
economies, the Indian
rupee (INR) has depreciat-
ed 5.7 per cent against USD
(most amongst the major
economies), notwithstand-
ing sporadic phases of
appreciation owing to opti-
mism over the US-India
trade deal. Responding to a
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B Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM)

member Sanjeev Sanyal

on Thursday said he is
not concerned about the
rupee at all, arguing that
even China and Japan
witnessed exchange rate
weaknesses during their

high growth phases.

question on the India-US
trade deal, Sanyal said
India is pursuing trade
negotiations very aggres-
sively with the European
Union and the US. “But let
me also be very clear here
that as we pursue these, we
will have to make decisions
where some trade-offs have
to be made, but we will
work to make sure that
they are done to our best
national interest,” he said.
So for example, Sanyal said
in the case of the US, India

has not escalated anything.
“We have been careful not
to do that. But at the same
time, we have not bent
down,” he said, adding that
China and India are now
only two countries that
have not really bent down
to the US pressure. India
and the US are “very close”
to finalising the framework
for their proposed bilateral
trade agreement.

The two countries are hold-
ing two parallel negotia-
tions — one on a frame-
work trade deal to address
the high tariffs and another
on a comprehensive bilat-
eral trade agreement
(BTA). These talks are
important as the Trump
administration has
imposed steep 50 per cent
tariffs on Indian goods
entering American mar-
kets. The outcomes will
also have a positive influ-
ence on the trajectory of
the rupee, which has depre-
ciated to lifetime lows late-
ly and also breached the
psychologically important
90-to-a-dollar mark.
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Zelensky gives stark warning as EU leaders
start crunch talks on Russia's frozen assets

Volodymyr Zelensky is urg-
ing European Union leaders
gathered at a crunch sum-
mit in Brussels to loan bil-
lions of euros in frozen
Russian money to fund
Ukraine's military and eco-
nomic needs. Most of
Russia's 210bn (£185bn;
$245bn) worth of assets in
the EU are held by Belgium-
based organisation
Euroclear, and so far
Belgium and some other
members of the bloc have
said they are opposed to
using the cash as a "repara-
tions loan". Russia has
warned the EU not to use its
money, but without a boost
in funding Ukraine's
finances are set to run dry
in a matter of months. "I
hope we will be able to get a
positive decision," Zelensky
told reporters. "Without this
there will be a big problem
for Ukraine." The Brussels
summit comes at a pivotal
moment in the war and
Russia has filed a lawsuit
against Euroclear in a

Moscow court in a bid to get
its money back. One
European government offi-
cial described being "cau:
tiously optimistic, not over-
ly optimistic" that a deal
would be agreed. European
Commission chief Ursula
von der Leyen said "we will
not leave the summit with-
out a solution". All eyes are
on Belgian Prime Minister
Bart De Wever, who told the
Belgian parliament on
Thursday: "I haven't yet
seen any text that would
persuade me to change
Belgium's position". US
President Donald Trump
has said a deal is closer than
ever to end the war - which
began with Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. US and
Russian officials are due to
meet in Miami this week-
end for further talks on a
peace plan, a White House
official told the AFP news
agency. It is thought
Kremlin envoy Kirill
Dmitriev will talk to Trump

envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner. Ukrainian
officials are also heading to
the US, and President
Volodymyr Zelensky, who
is in Brussels, told reporters
that Kyiv needed the
money, either to support its
army if the war continued,
or to direct the funding
entirely for recovery.
Russia has not yet respond-
ed to the latest peace propos-
als, but the Kremlin has
stressed that plans for a

European-led multinational
force for Ukraine supported
by the US would not be
acceptable. President
Vladimir Putin made his
feelings towards Europe
clear on Wednesday, when
he said the continent was in
a state of "total degradation"
and that "European piglets"
- a derogatory description of
Ukraine's European allies -
were hoping to profit from
Russia's  collapse. The
European Commission - the

EU's executive arm - has
proposed loaning Kyiv
about 90bn (£79bn) over the
next two years - out of the
210bn of Russian assets sit-
ting in Europe. That is
about two-thirds of the
137bn that Kyiv is thought
to need to get through 2026
and 2027. Until now the EU
has handed UKkraine the
interest generated by the
cash but not the cash itself.
"This is a crunch time for
Ukraine to keep fighting for
the next year," a Finnish
government official told the
BBC. "There are of course
peace negotiations but this
gives Ukraine leverage to
say 'were not desperate and
we have the funds to contin-
ue fighting'." The head of the
European Commission says
it will also ramp up the cost
of war for Russia. Russia's
frozen assets are not the
only option on the table for
EU leaders. Another idea,
backed by Belgium, is based
on the EU borrowing the
money on the international

markets, using the EU budg-
et as a guarantee. However,
that would require a unani-
mous vote and Hungary's
Viktor Orban has made it
clear he will not allow any
more EU money to help
Ukraine. For Ukraine, the
hours ahead are significant
and EU leaders have been
keen to stress the momen-
tous nature of the loan deci-
sion. "We Kknow the
urgency. It is acute. We all
feel it. We all see it," Ursula
von der Leyen told the
European Parliament.
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz has played a
leading role in pushing for
the Russian assets to be
used, telling the Bundestag
on the eve of the summit it
was about sending a "clear
signal" to Moscow that con-
tinuing the war was point-
less. EU officials are confi-
dent they have a sound legal
basis to use the frozen
Russian assets, but so far
the Belgian prime minister
remains unconvinced.
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PETER ARNETT,
PULITZER-WINNING WAR
REPORTER DIES AGED 91

Pulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist and war correspondent
Peter Arnett has died at the
age of 91, US media has
reported. Arnett won the
international reporting prize
in 1996 for his Vietham War
coverage at the Associated
Press (AP). But he was also
well known for his work at
CNN, having become a
household name while
reporting on the first Gulf
War. His career spanned
decades and covered several
conflicts in countries includ-
ing Iraq, Vietham and El
Salvador. The New Zealand-
born journalist died on
Wednesday surrounded by
family and friends in
California, his son told
reporters. He was receiving

hospice care for prostate can-
cer. Arnett first worked for
AP as a wire-service corre-
spondent in Vietham, from
1962 until the war's end in
1975, often accompanying
troops on missions. At a talk
in 2013, he recalled the
moment he witnessed a sol-
dier being shot in Vietham as
he paused to read a map. "As
the colonel peered at it, I
heard four loud shots as bul-
lets tore through the map and
into his chest, a few inches
from my face," Arnett told the
American Library
Association. "He sank to the
ground at my feet." The jour-
nalist left AP in 1981 tojoin US
outlet CNN, where he later
became known for his work
on the first Gulf War.

Australian PM announces
crackdown on hate speech
after Bondi shooting

Australian Prime
Minister Anthony
Albanese says his govern-

ment will crack down on
hate speech following
Sunday's deadly shooting
at Bondi Beach that tar-
geted a Jewish festival.
Fifteen people were killed
when two gunmen
opened fire at an event to
mark the first day of
Hanukkah. New laws will
target "those who spread
hate, division and radical-
isation", Albanese told
reporters in Canberra.
The home affairs minis-
ter will also be given new
powers to cancel or refuse
visas for those who
spread hate and a new
taskforce will be set up to
ensure the education sys-
tem "prevents, tackles
and properly responds to
antisemitism". The new
laws will also include
penalties for preachers
and leaders who promote
violence, a new federal
offence of "aggravated
hate speech", and the
introduction of "hate" as
an aggravating factor in
sentencing crimes for
online threats and harass-
ment. "Every Jewish
Australian has the right

to feel safe, valued and
respected for the contri-
bution that they make to
our great nation,"
Albanese said. "The ter-
rorists, inspired by ISIS...
sought to turn
Australians against each
other. Australians have
responded to that act of
hatred with love and sym-
pathy for those in mourn-
ing." Tensions have been
high in the country since
the shooting, with police
detaining seven men in
southwest Sydney on
Thursday after receiving
a tip that a "violent act
was possibly being
planned", New South
Wales Police said in a
statement. Police said
they did not identify "any

connection" to their
investigation into
Sunday's attack in Bondi.

Two cars were "intercept-
ed" at George Street,
police said. In videos
shared by local media
sites, armed officers
appeared to detain people
on the street just hours
after Albanese made his
speech.  Antisemitism
envoy Jillian Segal, who
also spoke at the press
conference.

Don't let Matilda's death fuel
anger, say family of Bondi

victim, 10,

The family of the Bondi
shooting's youngest victim,
Matilda, urged the commu-
nity not to let her death fuel
anger, as they said a final
goodbye to the 10-year-old on
Thursday. Matilda was
among 15 people who were
shot dead when two gunmen
opened fire on an event
marking the start of
Hanukkah at Sydney's Bondi
Beach on Sunday. Speaking
tothe BBC at Matilda's funer-
al, her aunt Lina Chernykh

at funeral

said the Jewish community
is right to want more action
to stamp out antisemitism —
she does too. But she said
Matilda was a joyous child
who spread love everywhere
she went, and urged the com-
munity to do the same in her
honour. "Take your anger
and... just spread happiness
and love and memory for my
lovely niece," Ms Chernykh
said. "I hope maybe she's an
angel now. Maybe she [will]
send some good vibes to the
world." Jewish community
leaders have in recent days
suggested the tragedy was an
inevitable result of Australia
struggling to address rising
antisemitism. The attack on
Sunday was the country's
deadliest incident since 1996,
when a gunman killed 35
people during the Port
Arthur massacre.

FRENCH 'DOCTOR DEATH' WHO POISONED
PATIENTS JAILED FOR LIFE

A former anaesthetist has
been jailed for life for inten-
tionally  poisoning 30
patients, 12 of them fatally.
Frédéric Péchier, 53, was
convicted Friday at the end
of a four-month trial in the
eastern city of Besanc¢on. In
one of France's biggest ever
medical malpractice cases,
Péchier was found to have
introduced chemicals like
potassium chloride or
adrenaline into the infu-
sion bags of patients. His
youngest victim, a four-
year-old child, survived
two cardiac arrests during
a routine tonsil surgery in
2016. The oldest victim was
89. "You are Doctor Death, a
poisoner, a murderer. You
bring shame on all doc-
tors," said prosecutors last
week. "You have turned
this clinic into a grave-
yard."The chemicals

Péchier added triggered
cardiac arrest or haemor-
rhaging in patients, which
required emergency inter-
vention in the operating
theatre. This was often pro-
vided by Péchier himself,
who was then able to pose
as the patient's saviour. But
in 12 cases he was unable to
intervene, or it was too late,
and the patient died. The
prosecution argued that
Péchier acted in order to

discredit fellow anaes-
thetists against whom he
bore a grudge. In most of
the operations, he was not
the primary anaesthetist. It
was alleged he came in
early to the clinic to tamper
with the infusion bags.
Then, when things went
wrong, he was able to step
in after diagnosing the
problem and ordering an
antidote. Péchier was first
placed under investigation

eight years ago, when he
was suspected of poisoning
patients at two clinics in
Besancgon between 2008 and
2017. The alert was raised
in 2017 after a surfeit of
potassium chloride was
found in the infusion bag of
a woman who had a heart
attack while being operated
on for a back complaint.
Investigators found a pat-
tern of "serious adverse
events" at the Saint-
Vincent private clinic in
Besancon.

While the national average
for fatal heart attacks
under anaesthetic was 1 in
100,000, at the clinic it was
more than six times that.
And in most cases national-
ly, an explanation for the
heart attack was subse-
quently found, whereas at
Saint-Vincent the cause
remained a mystery.

THAILAND BOMBS NEAR CAMBODIA'S
POIPET BORDER CROSSING

Thailand says it has bombed

a "logistics centre" near the
Cambodian town of Poipet,
known for being a major casi-
no hub and the biggest land
crossing between the two
countries. The bombings
come as renewed border
clashes show no sign of abat-
ing. Cambodia's defence min-
istry said Thai forces
dropped two bombs, while
the Thai side said that they
targeted a facility storing
rocket systems. The renewed
fighting this month has killed
at least 21 people in Thailand
and 17 in Cambodia, while
displacing around 800,000,
officials say. In a statement,
the Cambodian defence min-
istry said Thai forces
dropped two bombs in the

area of Poipet municipality
at around 11:00 am (0400
GMT) Thursday. Shortly
after, Thai Air Force
spokesman Air Marshal
Jackkrit Thammavichai said
that the Thai military had
attacked the centre outside
Poipet that had been used to
store BM-21 rockets and that
no civilians were harmed.

BM:-21 rockets are weapons
that are typically fired in vol-
leys from the back of an
armoured vehicle. The bomb-
ings appear to be the first on
Poipet, which is known for
casinos popular with Thai
gamblers and its internation-
al border checkpoint. On
Tuesday, Thailand said
Tuesday that between 5,000

and 6,000 Thai nationals
remained stranded in Poipet
after Cambodia closed its
land border crossings
between the two countries.
Cambodia's interior ministry
said the border closures were
a 'necessary measure” to
reduce risks to civilians,
adding that air travel
remained an option for those
seeking to leave. The centu-
ry-old border dispute
between the South East
Asian neighbours dramati-
cally escalated on 24 July
with a Cambodian rocket
barrage into Thailand, fol-
lowed by Thai air strikes.
That set off five days of
intense fighting, which left
dozens of soldiers and civil-
ians dead.

TRUMP ANNOUNCES "WARRIORS DIVIDEND' FOR
TROOPS AS HE DEFENDS ECONOMIC RECORD

US President Donald Trump
has announced a "warrior
dividend" payment to US
service members, in a speech
in which he also defended his
track record on the economy
after 11 months back in office.
In a televised address to the
nation on  Wednesday,
Trump said cheques for
$1,776 (£1,329) for 1.45 million
US service members were
already on the way" and
should arrive before
Christmas. He said they
would be paid for, in part, by
his tariffs. In the combative
address, Trump also touted
his achievements on immi-
gration while railing against
opposition Democrats.
Speaking loudly and quickly,
he seemed determined to con-
vince Americans that the US
was doing well - and things

would only get better. He
claimed prices were falling,
at a time when polls show
that many Americans are
unhappy about the cost of
housing, childcare and
healthcare. Democrats were
critical of the speech. Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer said the president's
words "showed he lives in a
bubble completely discon-
nected from the reality every-
day Americans are seeing
and feeling". Schumer added:
"People are feeling squeezed
harder and harder every day
and tonight Donald Trump
took a victory lap." In the
brief, 18-minute address,
Trump said the "warrior div-
idend", which totals $2.57bn
(£1.9bn), would be distributed
"in honour of our nation's
founding in 1776". Trump
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added that the funds were
drawn from his sweeping tar-
iffs, as well as the "One Big,
Beautiful Bill" that he signed
into law on 4 July. "Nobody
deserves it more than our
military," he said. The presi-
dent offered little new infor-
mation in the speech, and
some of his assertions were
either  exaggerated or
unfounded. Much of Trump's

address focused on his eco-
nomic record and the admin-
istration's efforts to bring
down prices - which he
blamed on former US
President Joe Biden and the
Democrats. Trump men-
tioned the former president
seven times. "Now, under our
leadership, they [prices] are
all coming down and coming
down fast,” he said.

"Democrat politicians also
sent the cost of groceries
soaring, but we are solving
that too." While fuel and egg
prices have indeed fallen,
many other food items are
more expensive. Economic
data from September shows
the US inflation rate hit 3%
for the first time since
January, while consumer
confidence fell to its lowest
level since April due to con-
cerns over the cost of living,
jobs and the wider economy.
Trump has previously
acknowledged that concerns
over rising prices have con-
tributed to a lacklustre per-
formance for candidates
from his Republican Party
during elections held in
November with the
Democrats having success in
Virginia, New Jersey and

New York City, as well as
more recently in Miami and
Georgia. He has also
acknowledged that incum-
bent presidents and their par-
ties often fare poorly in mid-
term elections, which will
take place next year. The
White House has since been
wrestling with how to
address voter concerns about
the economy, while at the
same time pushing back on
repeated Democratic criti-
cism over rising prices. The
political dilemma faced by
the Trump administration
has been highlighted by
recent polling. One poll, from
Politico, showed that about
half of overall voters-and 4 in
10 people who voted for
Trump in 2024 - felt the cost of
living was the worst it has
been in their lives.

DAN BONGINO STEP-
PING DOWN AS FBI
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Dan Bongino has said he
will leave his role as the
FBI's deputy director in
January.InapostonX, he
thanked President
Donald Trump, as well as
the director of the FBI and
the US attorney general
"for the opportunity to
serve with purpose".
Bongino did not say in his
post why he was stepping
down. Earlier on
Wednesday, Trump said
the former podcast host
"did a great job" in office,
and "wants to go back to
his show". Bongino, who
was appointed to the role
by Trump in February,
built a large following
through his podcast and
other media appearances.
He was previously a New
York City police officer
and a US Secret Service
agent assigned to protect
Barack Obama, the for-
mer president. Bongino, a
staunch Trump ally, was
considered a surprise
pick for the role — which
had previously been held
by career agents -
because he had no prior
experience with the
agency. The FBI Agents
Association, which repre-

sents around 14,000 cur-
rent and former agents,
had opposed his appoint-
ment to the position.
Announcing his decision

to step down in
Wednesday's social media
post, Bongino wrote: "I
will be leaving my posi-
tion with the FBI in
January. I want to thank
President Trump, AG
[Pam)] Bondi, and
Director [Kash] Patel for
the opportunity to serve
with purpose. "Most
importantly, I want to
thank you, my fellow
Americans, for the privi-
lege to serve you. God
bless America, and all
those who defend Her."
Before joining the agency,
Bongino had echoed dis-
information and conspir-
acy theories about
Trump's false claim that
he won the 2020 election,
and about the 6 January
2021 pipe bomb investiga-
tion. Bongino had previ-
ously called the pipe
bomb case an "inside job".
After taking office he
pushed to make the inves-
tigation, which Attorney
General Bondi said had
"languished.




"MS DHONI WILL MOVE ON":

CSK Head Coach Stephen Fleming's 'At Some
Point' Remark At IPL 2026 Action Creates Buzz

Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming was
quite honest while talking
about the side's decision of
trading Ravindra Jadeja for
Sanju Samson. He admitted
that the move was executed
in order to keep the franchise
prepared when MS Dhoni
leaves. Notably, the leg-
endary wicketkeeper-batter
has guided CSK to a record-
equalling five Indian Premier
League titles. Given Dhoni is
at the fag end of his career,
CSK need a replacement to
fill his shoes in the upcoming
years. The trade was a big call
from the franchise as it also
included England's Sam
Curran. The all-rounder too
headed to Rajasthan Royals
along with Ravindra Jadeja
for Samson as part of the deal.
"For us, the opportunity was
there. We felt we were still a
little bit light in our opening
batting. And we were also
looking at the fact that at
some point, MS will move
on," Fleming said at the IPL
2026 auction. "Sanju is an

international-quality player,
and he fills that role very well
"So it's succession planning,
but also about refreshing the
group and looking at what
Chennai will look like in six
years, not just two." CSK are
shifting from their mindset of
preferring experience over
everything. The franchise
that was once known as the

hub for veteran cricketers is
now moving towards roping
in more and more young-
sters. The change was seen
midway through IPL 2025
when CSK included the likes
of uncapped players Ayush
Mhatre and Urvil Patel. Even
during the auction on
December 16 this year, the
franchise splurged a huge

sum of Rs 14.2 crore each for
uncapped players Prashant
Veer and Kartik Sharma. "As
the game has evolved, we
might have been a little bit
slow to evolve with it. Only
halfway through the (2025)
tournament we had a big shift
and you saw with the players
we got in as reserves, there
was a shift in what we needed

to do," Fleming said. Mhatre,
Urvil, Veer and Kartik repre-
sent a new generation of play-
ers who have grown up train-
ing to meet T20's demands,
and are as likely to catch IPL
scouts' eyes in local T20
leagues as they are to come
through the traditional route
of age-group and domestic
cricket. Fleming said these
"T20 babies" played in a way
that was all about expressing
their skills, where earlier gen-
erations may have second-
guessed themselves looking
to assess the match situation.
"T just wonder if we're now
seeing the product of T20 com-
ing to the fore," Fleming said.
"We witnessed at the start of
last year, and certainly the
year before that my view used
to be that experience was
going to win, but now you
have this fearless athlete
that's been brought up on T20
cricket and has a skillset
that's mouthwatering, and
they just have no fear about
what environment they need
to exhibit these skills.
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ICC Takes Big Call After Alex Carey
'Snicko' Controversy Hits A

England had a review rein-
stated following a major
controversy over 'Snicko
technology’ during Day 1 of
the third Ashes Test
against Australia.
Controversy erupted when
the Australia batter sur-
vived an early chance in
the innings when he
flashed at a delivery from
Josh Tongue in the 63rd
over. Wicket-keeper Jamie
Smith completed the catch
behind the stumps and he
was confident in his appeal
along with other England
fielders. However, umpire
Ahsan Raza turned it down
and England quickly went
for a review. There was a
spike shown on the
'Snickometer’ but it
appeared 2-3 frames before
the ball passed the bat. The
third umpire was not con-
vinced and he ruled in
Australia's favour while
explaining that the ball had
"gone well under" the bat:
"There's a clear gap, no
spike." What England did
next However, the England
team management was not
convinced by the decision
and according to
ESPNcricinfo, head coach

i Al

Brendon McCullum and
team manager Wayne
Bentley held talks with the
match referee Jeff Crowe
after the end of play on Day
1. The England Cricket
Board (ECB) also requested
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to review
their systems. Even Carey,
who went on to score 106,
admitted that he thought
that he had hit the ball. “I
felt something when it went
past,” Carey said. “In the
moment you just trust the
process, but it did feel like
one of those where the play-
ers knew more than the
screen was showing.”

shes 3rd Test

Apology from 'Snicko' oper-
ator BBG Sports, the sup-
plier of the 'Snicko technol-
ogy, suggested that an oper-
ator had "selected the incor-
rect stump mic for audio
processing”" and took "full
responsibility for the
error". The apology also
resulted in England bowl-
ing coach David Saker
expressing his doubts
about the technology. "We
shouldn't be talking about
this after a day's play, it
should just be better than
that," Saker said. "In this
day and age, you'd think the
technology is good enough
to pick things up like that."

Yashasvi Jaiswal Suffers 'Food Poisoning’,
Loses Over 2 Kg Weight In Two Days: Report

Talented India batter
Yashasvi Jaiswal had a big
health scare on Tuesday
and had to be rushed to a
hospital. The left-handed
opener experienced severe
stomach cramps after a
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
match between Mumbai
and Rajasthan in Pune.
Jaiswal had to be admitted
to Aditya Birla Hospital
with acute gastroenteritis.
The 23-year-old batter
scored 15 off 16 balls as
Mumbai chased down the
target of 217. A report has
now claimed that Jaiswal
"ate something" in the hotel
where he was staying,
which resulted in the com-
plication. "It is food poison-
ing. He ate something in the

Pune hotel, which hasled to
this. There was pain, but
his condition is much bet-
ter after timely medication.
He has lost over 2 kg
already in the last two days,
and the doctors have asked
him to rest for at least the
next 7-10 days," TOI quoted
a source as saying. Jaiswal

i N .
might have to miss the first
few rounds of matches in
the domestic one-dayer
Vijay Hazare Trophy,
which starts on December
24. "It will be touch and go
for the first few matches for
him to turn up for the Vijay
Hazare Trophy. There are

ODIs vs New Zealand after

that too, and he is likely to
be in the squad for that
series," the source added.
Jaiswal had been suffering
from stomach cramps
throughout the SMAT
game, and his condition
worsened after the match.
At the hospital, he under-
went an ultrasound and a
CT scan and received prop-
er medical attention. He
was later advised to contin-
ue his medication and take
adequate rest. Talking
about the match, Ajinkya
Rahane's unbeaten 72 and
Sarfaraz Khan's brutal 22-
ball 73 powered Mumbai to
a three-wicket victory over
Rajasthan in their Super
League Group B clash of the

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.

Ishan Kishan Surpasses MS Dhoni, Equals Abhishek Sharma

After 45-Ball 100

Ishan Kishan was in fiery
form for Jharkhand against
Haryana in the final of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy -
the national T20 tournament.
The wicketkeeper-batter,
who 1is the captain of
Jharkhand, slammed 101 off
just 49 balls (10x6s, 6x4s).
This was Kishan's fifth cen-
tury in SMAT in 62 innings,
equalling Abhishek Sharma.
Kishan hit 33 sixes in SMAT
2025 - the most by a designat-
ed wicketkeeper-captain in
any T20 tournament (inter-
national or domestic fran-
chise). Earlier, MS Dhoni (30
sixes, IPL 2018) and Nicholas
Pooran (30, ILT20 2023-24)
held the record. Kishan's cen-
tury is bound to be noticed
by the BCCI selectors.
Kishan, who last played for
India against Australia in a

>

ing for India A in recent
times. However, as far as
T20Is go, Sanju Samson and
Jitesh Sharma are above
him in the pecking order.
Kishan made a compelling
case for a T20I recall with a
belligerent hundred to power

In Syed Mus

T20I in 2023, has been play-

Jharkhand to their maiden

ht

i

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
title with a 69-run victory
over Haryana here on
Thursday. Kishan went on a
six-hitting spree, smashing
10 maximums en route to a
breathtaking 49-ball 101, as
Jharkhand piled up an
imposing 262 for 3.

aq Ali Trophy Final

Jharkhand bowlers, led by
medium pacer Anukul Roy,
then struck twice in his
opening over while his team
applied the brakes with regu-
lar wickets to bowl out
Haryana for 193, despite a
fighting half-century from
wicketkeeper-batter
Yashvardhan Dalal (53). Roy
also also smashed a 20-ball
40. Jharkhand thus became
the 12th state to win the
country's premier T20
domestic tournament.
Invited to bat first, the
Jharkhand skipper stitched
a decisive 177-run partner-
ship for the second wicket
with Kumar Kushagra, who
played the perfect foil with a
rapid 81 off 38 deliveries to
keep the pressure firmly on
the Haryana bowlers. The
century was Kishan's second
of the tournament.

ECUADOR DEFEND-
ER PINEIDA KILLED
IN SHOOTING

Ecuador defender Mario
Pineida has died at the
age of 33 after being shot
in Guayaquil. Local
media reported that
Pineida was shot on
Wednesday by two people
on motorbikes who
opened fire on him, his
mother and another
woman outside a shop in
the north of the city.
Ecuador's interior min-
istry said it has sent a spe-
cial police unit to investi-
gate. Guayaquil has
become a hotspot for gang
violence and drug traf-
ficking, with 1,900 mur-
ders recorded between
January and September -
the highest in Ecuador.
Three second-tier foot-
ballers were Kkilled in
September and a local

player was wounded in a

shooting in October.
Pineida won nine caps for
Ecuador between 2014
and 2021. He began his
club career at
Independiente DV before
moving to Barcelona SC
in Guayaquil in 2016. He
also spent time on loan at
Fluminese and El
Nacional. Independiente
and Fluminese paid trib-
ute to Pineida on social
media, while Barcelona
SC said "this unfortunate
news makes all of us who
are part of this institution
deeply dismayed". In a
statement, the
Ecuadorian Football
Federation condemned
the violence and passed
on condolences to
Pineida's family.

KKR'S RS 9.2 CRORE BUY TO MISS PART OF
IPL 2026? REPORT MAKES BIG CLAIM

Bangladesh cricket team
fast bowler Mustafizur
Rahman will not be avail-
able for a portion of the IPL
2026 season, according to a
report by India Today. He
was bought by KKR for Rs
9.2 crore in the IPL 2026 auc-
tion alongside Sri Lanka's
Matheesha Pathirana who
came for Rs 18 crore. The
report quoted sources from
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) and stated that
Mustafizur will miss the
matches between April 16
and 23. The IPL 2026 sched-
ule is all set to clash with
Bangladesh's home ODI and
T20I series against New
Zealand. IPL 2026 will
reportedly run from March

26 to May 31 and although
Mustafizur is not a regular
in Bangladesh's ODI side, he
features prominently in

their T20I matches. The
report further claimed that
he will be issued a partial No

Objection Certificate (NOC)
from the cricket board that
will exempt him from the
ODI series and as aresult, he
will return to India after just
playing the T20I series.
Kolkata Knight Riders

(KKR) made a strong state-
ment at the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 mini-auc-
tion, led by the marquee
signings Cameron Green,
Matheesha Pathirana and
Mustafizur Rahman. They
also added depth with Finn
Allen, Rachin Ravindra and
returning players Tim
Seifert and Rahul Tripathi.
Backed by a clear focus on
emerging Indian talent,
KKR's buys reflected bal-
ance, quality and long-term
planning, as per a release.
The side went all out for
Australian batter Green,
winning a bidding battle
against the Chennai Super
Kings to secure him for Rs
25.20 crore.

MATVEI SAFONOV HERO AS PSG BEAT

FLAMENGO IN INTERCONTINENTAL CUP

Back-up goalkeeper Matvei
Safonov saved four penalties
as Paris Saint-Germain
edged out Brazilians
Flamengo 2-1 in a shoot-out to
win the FIFA
Intercontinental Cup final in
Qatar on Wednesday. PSG
led through Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia before
Jorginho's spot-kick levelled
for Flamengo as the game fin-
ished 1-1 after extra time.
Copa Libertadores winners
Flamengo defeated Mexicans
Cruz Azul and African cham-
pions Pyramids last week to
earn the right toface PSG and
pushed the European cham-
pions all the way with a
dogged display. But Luis
Enrique's men, who received
a bye to the final, were
indebted to Safonov and fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Real
Madrid who lifted the inau-
gural title last year. "I think
this year is impossible to
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repeat for Paris Saint-
Germain. It's an unforget-
table year," said Luis
Enrique. "Six trophies, not
bad. We must keep going. It's
our mentality to keep win-
ning and keep making histo-
ry. That's what we want."
PSG thought they had taken
the lead in the ninth minute
when Fabian Ruiz cleverly
hooked the ball into an empty
net after Flamengo goalkeep-

er Agustin Rossi miskicked a
clearance while trying to pre-
vent a corner. But the goal
was ruled out by VAR
because Rossi had narrowly
failed to stop the ball from
going out of play. But PSG did
break the deadlock eight min-
utes before half-time courtesy
of another Rossi error. The
Argentinian turned Desire
Doue's low cross, which
looked to be too strong for

Kvaratskhelia, straight into
the Georgian's pass for the
simplest of tap-ins. Flamengo
managed to stay in the game,
though, and were awarded a
penalty on the hour mark for
a foul by Marquinhos on
Uruguay midfielder Giorgian
de Arrascaeta after a VAR
review. Former Chelsea and
Arsenal player Jorginho
stepped up to send Safonov
the wrong way in trademark
fashion. PSG pressed for a
winner, sending on Bradley
Barcola and Ousmane
Dembele who set up a last-
gasp chance for Marquinhos.
But the centre-back could not
react quickly enough to get
his effort on target as the ball
flashed across goal and the
game headed into extra time.
Both teams saw half-chances
come and go in the added half-
hour, with Dembele flashing
a shot narrowly off target in

A 'NOVICE' WHO CAN
'PUNCH A BIT' - HOW
GOOD IS PAUL?

Jake Paul has spent years
demanding to be recog-
nised as a "real" boxer. He
has called out the likes of
Saul 'Canelo' Alvarez,
while at the same time
picking opponents rang-
ing from retired MMA
fighters and faded ex-
champions to reality TV
personalities and even a
grandfather. But on
Friday in Miami, that
sideshow collides with
boxing's top tier as Paul
faces two-time heavy-
weight world champion
and Olympic gold medal-
list Anthony Joshua.
Some give Paul, the
Disney-actor-turned-
YouTuber-turned-boxer,
credit for daring. Others
question his  sanity.
Almost nobody gives him
a chance. "I worry about
Jake's health," trainer Joe
Gallagher tells BBC Sport.
Former world champion
and Team GB coach
Richie Woodhall says
Joshua is the "hardest
puncher" he has ever had
on the pads. Liverpool's
two-division champion
Natasha Jonas calls the
whole event simply "wild".
That tension with boxing's
old guard irritates Paul. In

fight week, he bristled at
the mention of criticism,
describing detractors as a
"peanut gallery that does-
n't exist" and insisting the
question of whether he
belongs no longer con-
cerns him. On paper, Paul-
Joshua is the biggest mis-
match to headline a box-
ing event. Yet inside
Paul's camp, the tone is
very different. There is a
belief the 28-year-old has
improved far more than
the public realise. Paul
has built the kind of oper-
ation only someone with
serious finances - and
intent - could assemble.
Even sceptics acknowl-
edge the graft. "He's not
one of these people who
say it but don't live it. He
takes it seriously," Jonas
says. He trains out of a
£3m converted warehouse
in Puerto Rico, a full-time
base with recovery suites,
a strength and condition-
ing centre and high-end
equipment used by elite
professionals.
Conditioning coach Larry
Wade, who has worked
with world champions
such as Shawn Porter and
Badou Jack, oversees his
physical work.

the 116th minute.
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Grand Swearing-in Ceremony of Smt. V. V. Sumalatha
Devi as President of the Telugu Film and TV Dancers
and Dance Dlrectors Association (TFTDDA)

Popular Choreographer Jani
Master's wife Smt. V. V.
Sumalatha Devi was elected
as the President of the
Telugu Film and TV Dancers
and Dance Directors
Association (TFTDDA). In
this regard, the swearing-in
ceremony was grandly held
in Hyderabad on Thursday.
Srisailam Yadav and Jubilee
Hills MLA Naveen Yadav
attended the event as chief
guests. At the event...
*Jubilee Hills MLA Naveen
Yadav said*... “I am happy
that for the first time, a
woman has been elected as
the president of this union. I
believe that Sumalatha's vic-
tory will bring a new dimen-
sion to the union. Jani
Master has earned fame and
recognition across the coun-
try. Jani Master, who rose
from humble beginnings to
great heights, and his wife
Sumalatha were elected
based on the trust placed in
them. I will always be indebt-
ed to the film workers who
treat my family as their own.
I will always stand by this
union.” *Smt. V. V.
Sumalatha Devi said*... “My
thanks to everyone who con-
tributed to this victory and to
everyone who voted. I assure

you that I will resolve every
problem within the union.”
*Speaking, Srisailam Yadav
said*... “Congratulations to
Sumalatha Devi, who won
the elections. There are some
minor issues in the union.
Let's resolve them among
ourselves. Filing cases out-
side will only make us look
bad. Let's all move forward
together. My best wishes to
everyone who won in these
elections.” *Speaking, promi-
nent producer C. Kalyan
said*... “Srisailam Yadav

was the first to donate money
to this organization. He was
always at the forefront when-
ever the film industry faced
any difficulties. His son
Naveen is a great person.
Srisailam's wife provided
financial assistance to many
female artists and dancers.
Many tried to pull Jani
down, but now he has risen
to great heights. Sumalatha's
victory will bring good days
to this union. On our behalf,
we will also provide all kinds
of support and cooperation to

this union.” *Speaking, Jani
Master said*... “Thanks to
everyone who voted for us
and made us win with their
trust. As promised, with the
cooperation of the winning
body, we will work for the
welfare of the union. Every
member of the union should
have health insurance.
When I mentioned this to
Ram Charan, he immediate-
ly provided financial assis-
tance. Thanks to Srisailam
Yadav and Naveen Yadav for
assuring that every member

of the union will get a plot of
land. My wish is that when a
member of our union retires,
we should plan to give them
approximately ten to fifteen
lakhs at that time.” “I am
praying to God that this wish
will be fulfilled,” he said. K.
Srinivasa Rao took oath as
General  Secretary, P.
Chiranjeevi Kumar as
Treasurer, K. Suresh and M.
Raju as Vice Presidents, K.
Kiran Kumar and A. Ramu
as Joint Secretaries, U. Shiva
Krishna as  Executive
Secretary, and K. Satish
Goud, K. Sridevi, P. Suresh,
S. Vedant, Manohar, L.
Krishna, B. Suman, R. Bose,
and S. Shruti as committee
members. The event was
attended by Telugu Film
Chamber President Bharat
Bhushan, Telugu Film
Chamber General Secretary
K.L. Damodar Prasad,
Rangareddy District Joint
Commissioner of Labour
Shyam Sundar Reddy,
Telugu Film Federation
President Anil Kumar
Vallabhaneni, Telugu Film
Federation General
Secretary Ammiraju, Telugu
Film Federation Treasurer
G. Bheemudu (Srikanth),
and others.
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The sound of Shambala can be
truly enjoyed only in a theatre:
Music director Sricharan Pakala

Starring versatile actor
Aadi Saikumar in the lead,
Shambala is produced by
Rajashekhar Annabhimoju
and Mahidhar Reddy under
the Shining Pictures ban-
and directed by
Ugandhar Muni. The film
Iyer,
Varma,
Madhunandan, and Shiva
Karthik in key roles. Music
is composed by Sricharan
Pakala. The film is set for a
grand theatrical release on
December 25. As part of the
promotions, music director
Sricharan Pakala interact-
ed with the media and
shared insights about the
film. Excerpts from his
interaction: Shambala has
multiple themes. I began
working on the film the
very next day after the
director narrated the story.
Director Ugandhar Muni
has a strong understanding
of sound, and his entire
direction team is extremely
passionate and particular
about every detail. I have
worked on many thrillers,
but composing for a scien-
and mythological
thriller like Shambala was
a completely new experi-
ence. Everyone has access

ner,

Archana
Ravi

features
Swasika,
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to the usual set of instru-
ments, but I always try to
create something new and
distinctive in terms of
sound. For films like this,
which need to keep audi-
ences on the edge of their
seats, the sound has to be
extraordinary. Through
sound, we often need to mis-
lead the audience intention-
ally as part of the narrative.
The four songs that appear
within the story are out-
standing. I grew up listen-
ing to mythological stories,
and it feels special to com-
pose music for a story root-
ed in that genre. For this
film, I used a wide variety
of instruments and even
employed some custom

equipment that I personally
developed for my own
work. The producers never
pressured anyone at any
point. They gave us ample
time and spent generously
to ensure a high-quality
output. Shambala was
made without any compro-
mises. The songs and back-
ground score were complet-
ed seamlessly, almost in a
single flow. The songs have
turned out very well,
though the team is releas-
ing them gradually. The
freshness in my sound
largely comes from my
team. The background
scores in my films have
consistently earned a good
reputation. Every film of
Aadi garu usually features
a chartbuster song, and
Shambala also has a beauti-
ful melody of that kind,
which will be released soon.
The end-title song will also
leave a strong impression.
This is a very new and dif-
ferent film for Aadi.
Working with a strong
team, we have made a good
film together. We took
extreme care with sound
design. The film truly deliv-
ers its impact only when
experienced in a theatre.

Vijay Deverakonda and Dilraju 's “SVC 59” Director's Note from Ravi
Kiran Kola introduces the Character - Flawed, angry, wounded

Star hero Vijay Deverakonda
is starring in an exciting new
film under the prestigious ban-
ner of Sri Venkateswara
Creations. This project is
being produced by successful

producers Dil Raju and
Shirish. Directed by the talent-
ed Ravi Kiran Kola, who
gained acclaim for his debut
film Raja Vaaru Rani Gaaru,
the movie promises to be a

gripping experience. The mak-
ers announced the film’s title
glimpse release date with an
interesting promo. In the
promo, director Ravi Kiran
Kola said, “I've been waiting

for along time to tell this story
about a man. I found him in
my memory. He is very per-
sonal, and I've watched him
and grown up seeing him. He
is not perfect, but he is real.

Flawed, angry, wounded - and
more than I hated him, I loved
him. This story had to be told.
You will meet him.” This sim-
ple glimpse explains the char-
acter of the protagonist.
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