
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025 | P-12 | `.5/- | RNI No: TELENG/2009/29225 

RNI No:TELENG/2009/29225 
RNI No: KARENG/2012/43253
TNENG/2008/26176
APENG/29225/2009

VOL No. XIII | ISSUE No. 328

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES
NATIONAL DAILY NEWSPAPEREssence of the South

www.thesouthindiatimes.com /thesouthindiatimes.yahoo.in /thesouthindiatimes.yahoo.in /thesouthindiatimes.yahoo.in

HYDERABAD I BENGALURU I CHENNAI I VIJAYAWADA I KOCHIOm Namo 
Venkatesaya

18-12-2025
Total pilgrims:  61,582
Tonsures: 19,757
Hundi kanukalu: 4.35 CR  
Waiting Compartments...31

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens)..20 H

INBRIF
Six Killed as Water 
Tank Collapses at 
Nagpur Factory

ED Attaches Rs.7.93 Cr 
Assets in Illegal 
Betting App Case

Manipur security 
forces recover 16 
abandoned IEDs in 
Churachandpur

Nagpur (TSIT) Six per-
sons died after a water 
tank collapsed at an 
industrial unit on the 
outskirts of Nagpur city 
on Friday, a police offi-
cial said. The incident 
occurred around 9.30 am 
at Avaada Electro 
Private Limited, a solar 
panel manufacturing 
factory located in MIDC 
Butibori area, the offi-
cial said.  While three 
persons had died at the 
time of the incident after 
getting trapped under 
the debris, three others 
who were rushed to hos-
pital have also suc-
cumbed to injuries, he 
informed.

New Delhi : In fresh trou-
ble for cricketers Yuvraj 
Singh and Robin Uthappa, 
actor Sonu Sood and oth-
ers, the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) attached 
their movable and immov-
able assets valued at Rs 
7.93 crore as part of action 
against illegal offshore bet-
ting platform 1xBet, an 
official said on Friday.

Earlier on October 6, the 
ED had attached assets 
amounting to Rs 11.14 
crore of cricketers Shikhar 
Dhawan and Suresh 
Raina. Others against 
whom the latest action in 
the case has been taken by 
the ED Headquarters 
Office, include actresses 
Urvashi Rautela, Mimi 
Chakraborty, actor 
Ankush Hazra and actress 
Neha Sharma, an ED state-
ment said. The attachment 
was done under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002, an official 

Manipur: Security 
forces in Manipur on 
Thursday recovered 
16 abandoned impro-
vised explosive 
devices (IEDs) at 
Lungdeiphai Leinom 
village junction in 
the Kangvai area of 
Churachandpur dis-
trict, officials con-
firmed on Friday. 
The explosives were 
neutralised by a 
bomb disposal 
squad.

Officials said the 
recovery took place 
during a search 
operation in and 
around the village 
junction. The inci-
dent follows a sus-
pected armed attack 
by a Kuki group two 
days earlier, which 
involved indiscrimi-
nate firing and 
bombings in 
Torbung Sabal 
Mamang Leikai in 
neighbouring 
Bishnupur district.

DMK Alliance to protest MGNREGA replacement on Dec 24
CHENNAI (TSIT): The 
Secular Progressive 
Alliance led by the rul-
ing DMK, has 
announced a state-wide 
protest on December 24 
against the Centre's 
newly passed legisla-
tion to replace the 
Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural 
E m p l o y m e n t 
Guarantee Act.

Beneficiaries of the 
existing 100-day rural 
employment scheme 
will be mobilised, along 

with district secretar-
ies, MLAs, local body 
representatives, and 
members of the alliance 
parties.

The alliance demands 
the withdrawal of the 
Viksit Bharat – 
Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM 
G) Bill, 2025, which 
repeals MGNREGA and 
introduces a new rural 
employment frame-
work.

"On December 24, the 

protest would be held at 
10 am in the capital city 
and also in all the par-
ty's local levels by 

mobilising the benefi-
ciaries of the 100-day 
employment scheme," 
it said. "Let us raise our 
voices against the 
union BJP government 
that deceives the people 
of Tamil Nadu and the 
AIADMK that supports 
them," the release said. 

On December 18, the 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment expressed its 
strong objection to the 
Centre’s new rural 
employment scheme, 
saying concerns includ-

ed, removal of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s name from it 
and the increased 
financial burden on 
states. 

Chief Minister M K 
Stalin told Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi that the proposed 
legislation “will jeop-
ardise the livelihoods 
of crores of rural poor, 
particularly in per-
forming states like 
Tamil Nadu, and strain 
inter -governmental 
relations.”

CM Naidu Seeks 
Centre’s Support 
for Projects

Amaravati (TSIT) : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu met Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman in New Delhi 
on Friday and sought sub-
stantial central support for 
various projects.

These included the 
Purvodaya programme, the 
Special Assistance to States 
for Capital Investment 
(SASCI) scheme works, a 
transformative horticul-
ture development package 
for Rayalaseema, and 
urgent assistance for the 
P o l a v a r a m – N a l l a m a l a 
Sagar Link Project to 
address persistent drought 
conditions in several dis-
tricts.

CM Naidu emphasised 
that the Purvodaya initia-
tive is crucial for realis-
ing the Viksit Bharat 
vision, as it supports the 
holistic development of 
eastern states and 
strengthens India’s 
national economic 
growth. According to an 
official release here, the 
Chief Minister explained 
that Purvodaya funds are 
essential for improving 

rural connectivity, mod-
ernising irrigation sys-
tems, developing infra-
structure, expanding 
industrial corridors, estab-
lishing food-processing 
clusters, and enhancing 
healthcare and education 
facilities.

Stressing that these 
interventions would signif-
icantly expand economic 
opportunities in rural 
Andhra Pradesh, he 
requested the Centre to pri-
oritise State-specific needs 
and simplify administra-
tive norms to ensure 
smooth implementation of 
Purvodaya projects.

The Chief Minister also 
sought the expeditious 
release of funds under the 
SASCI scheme for several 
important projects. 

He requested immediate 
support for the construc-
tion of the Unity Mall in 
Visakhapatnam, the 
reconstruction of the his-
toric Havelock Bridge 
under Akhanda Godavari, 
the Gandikota Tourism 
Project, and the comple-
tion of three working 
women’s hostels in differ-
ent districts.

41 CPI (Maoist) Cadres 
Surrender in Telangana

The Cadres handed over 24 firearms
Hyderabad ■ (TSIT): 
In a major setback to the 
banned CPI (Maoist) 
organisation, forty-one 
underground Maoist cad-
res, including six senior 
leaders of Company 
Platoon Committee 
Member / Divisional 
Committee Member 
(CyPCM/DVCM) rank, 
surrendered before the 
Telangana Police on 
Friday in the presence of 
the Director General of 
Police (DGP), Telangana.

During the surrender, 
the cadres handed over 24 
firearms comprising one 
INSAS Light Machine 
Gun (LMG), three AK-47 
rifles, five SLR rifles, 
seven INSAS rifles, one 
BGL gun, four .303 rifles, 
one single-shot rifle and 
two air guns, along with 
733 live rounds of ammu-
nition and eight BGL 
shells. Police officials 
stated that the surrender 
of such a large cache of 
arms has significantly 
weakened the operational 
and combat capability of 
the CPI (Maoist) in the 
region.

The surrendered cad-
res belonged to key for-
mations of the CPI 
(Maoist), including the 
PLGA Battalion, 
Komaram Bheem 
Asifabad–Mancherial 
Divisional Committee, 
2nd Central Regional 
Command Company, 
Cherla–Shabari Area 

Committee, Platoon-33 of 
the South Sub Zonal 
Bureau, South Bastar 
and Darbha Divisional 
Committees, and the 
Gangaloor Area 
Committee of West 
Bastar DVC. Many of 
them had remained 
underground for periods 
ranging from seven to 

twenty-four years.
The cadres stated that 

they were influenced by 
Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy’s appeal 
on October 21, 2025, urg-
ing Maoists to abandon 
violence and rejoin the 
mainstream. Continuous 
pressure from security 
forces, shrinking sup-
port networks, harsh liv-
ing conditions, declining 
health, prolonged sepa-
ration from families, 
ideological disillusion-
ment and internal lead-
ership disputes were 
cited as reasons for sur-
render.

Under the Telangana 
G o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
Surrender and 
Rehabilitation Policy, a 
total eligible amount of 
Rs.1.46 crore will be dis-
bursed after documenta-
tion, with an interim 
relief of Rs.25,000 already 
provided to each cadre. 
Police officials revealed 
that 509 Maoist cadres 
have surrendered in 
2025 so far, reflecting the 
steady decline of the 
extremist organisation.

KTR dares 
Revanth to prove 
66% support
Hyderabad (TSIT): Bharat 
Rashtriya Samithi (BRS) 
working president KT 
Rama Rao (KTR) on 
Friday, December 19, 
dared Telangana Chief 
Minister Revant Reddy to 
prove his claims of hav-
ing the approval of people 
in the panchayat elections 
by making the 10 defected 
MLAs from BRS resign 
and seek fresh mandate. 
Addressing a victory 
meeting of newly elected 
BRS sarpanches in 
Sircilla, KTR challenged 
the CM to test his “66 per 
cent support” claim.

“The CM claimed 
Congress won 66 per cent 
in local polls and called it 
a blessing for his govern-
ment. Yet, within five 
minutes, he took a 
U-turn, stating local polls 
are fought on local issues 
and caste, not govern-
ment performance,” he 
said. “Mr. Chief Minister, 
if you truly believe the 
people are with you, 
accept my challenge. 

Prez Murmu Urges PSC to Prioritise Honesty
Hyderabad (TSIT): 
President Droupadi 
Murmu on Friday asked 
the Public Service 
Commissions to give 
the highest priority to 
honesty and integrity of 
the candidates they 
recruit.Inaugurating 
the national conference 

for the Chairpersons of 
State Public Service 
Commissions, being 
organised by the 
Telangana Public 
Service Commission, 
she stated that honesty 
and integrity are para-
mount as well as non-
negotiable.She under-

lined that lack of skills 
and competencies can 
be dealt with through 
learning interventions 
and several other 
strategies, but lack of 
integrity may cause 
grave challenges 
which may be impossi-
ble to overcome.

Traditional medicine restores life & health balance: Modi
New Delhi : While imbal-
ances in life, gut health, 
sleep, and workplace are 
creating significant glob-
al health challenges, 
implementing tradition-
al medicine can help 
restore balance and har-
mony and boost health, 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on 
Friday.

Speaking at the con-
cluding ceremony of the 
second WHO Global 
Summit on Traditional 
Medicine at the Bharat 
Mandapam here, the 
Prime Minister under-
scored India’s growing 
leadership and pioneer-

ing initiatives in shaping 
a global, science-based, 
and people-centred tradi-
tional medicine agenda.

The Summit, held from 
December 17 to 19, was 
jointly organised by the 

World  Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
the Ministry of Ayush.

Emphasising the 
theme of the event 
“Restoring balance: The 
science and practice of 

health and well-being”, 
PM Modi noted how 
India’s age-old wisdom, 
Ayurveda, is centred 
around balance.

"In Ayurveda, balance, 
that is, equilibrium, has 
been called the synonym 
of health. The one whose 
body maintains this bal-
ance is healthy," the PM 
said. "Today, we see 
imbalances in work-life, 
gut microbiome, sleep, 
and emotions creating 
global health challenges. 
Both studies and data 
indicate this. Thus, 
restoring balance is a 
global urgency," said PM 
Modi.

Siddaramaiah asserts full-term 
CM amid Cong infighting

Belagavi (TSIT): Amid 
speculation over leader-
ship change within the 
Karnataka Congress, 
Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Friday 
asserted that he is the 
incumbent Chief Minister 
and will continue in office 
for the full term, while cat-
egorically denying that 
any power-sharing formu-
la had been discussed 
within the party.

The Chief 
Minister made 
the statement on 
the floor of the 
Assembly after 
BJP leaders 
q u e s t i o n e d 
whether he 
would remain in 
office long 
enough to imple-
ment the assur-
ances announced for the 
development of the North 
Karnataka region during 
the ongoing Belagavi ses-
sion.

"The leadership issue is 
an internal matter of our 
party. We will follow the 
directions of the high com-
mand. However, I am the 
current Chief Minister 
and have completed two-
and-a-half years in office. I 
will continue as the Chief 
Minister in the future as 
well," Siddaramaiah said, 
reiterating: "I am here and 

I will continue to be the 
Chief Minister."Senior 
BJP MLA V. Sunil Kumar 
said he was raising the 
issue out of genuine con-
cern. 

“Today, you have made 
announcements for North 
Karnataka. You should be 
in a position to implement 
them. You will remain as 
the Chief Minister, right?” 
he asked. In response, 
Siddaramaiah said that he 

would indeed 
remain in office. 
Leader of the 
Opposition R. 
Ashoka then 
sought clarity on 
whether the 
C o n g r e s s 
Legislature Party 
(CLP) had decid-
e d  i f 
S i d d a r a m a i a h 

would serve a full five-
year term or only a two-
and-a-half-year term. The 
Chief Minister replied 
that no such decision 
regarding a half-term 
arrangement had been 
taken within the party.

BJP MLA N. 
Munirathna followed up 
by challenging 
Siddaramaiah to make a 
categorical declaration. 
“Won’t you thump the 
table and say that you will 
remain Chief Minister for 
five years?” he asked. 

93 Indian Airports 
Switch to 100% 
Green Energy
New Delhi : A total of 93 
airports in India have 
switched over to 100 per 
cent green energy use, 
Murlidhar Mohol, Minister 
of State for Civil Aviation, 
informed the Parliament.In 
a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, the 
minister stated that four 
airports in the country, 
including Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, and 
Bengaluru, have achieved 
the highest carbon accred-
itation level, five, as per 
the Airports International 
Council, and have become 
carbon neutral.
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Mancherial, Dec 19,, 
TSIT: Telangana State 
Minister for Labour, 
Employment and 
Training, Factories, 
Mines and Geology, 
Gaddam Vivekanand, 
has reaffirmed that the 
State government is 
fully committed to the 
comprehensive develop-
ment of the Chennur 
constituency.

The minister made 
these remarks after 
inaugurating the Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar 
Community Hall in 
Chennur mandal on 
Friday. He stated that 
the community hall was 
constructed with ₹20 
lakh from DMFT funds, 
and an additional ₹20 
lakh has been sanc-
tioned for its expansion. 
He urged Dalit associa-
tions and local residents 
to make optimal use of 
the facility and ensure 
its proper maintenance 
in accordance with gov-
ernment guidelines.

V i v e k a n a n d 
announced that new 
community buildings, 
costing ₹25 lakh each, 
would be constructed 
for various communi-

ties in Bheemaram, 
Jaipur, and Chennur 
mandals. He also 
assured that more funds 
would be sanctioned in 
the future to meet local 
development needs.

Highlighting infra-
structure development, 
the minister said that 
nearly ₹15 crore has 
already been allocated 
for the construction of 
CC roads and drainage 
works, while an addi-
tional ₹70–80 crore would 
be sanctioned soon for 
further civic improve-

ments. Under the 
AMRUT scheme, steps 
are being taken to 
ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply 
through the construc-
tion of new water tanks 
and pipeline networks.

The minister also 
inaugurated an 
Integrated Vegetable 
Market, constructed at a 
cost of ₹9.55 crore under 
TUFIDC funds. He said 
that minor technical 
issues related to the 
meat section of the mar-
ket would be resolved at 

the earliest.In the 
healthcare sector, 
Vivekanand announced 
plans to upgrade the 
existing 50-bed Area 
Hospital in Chennur 
into a Mother and Child 
Hospital. He further 
stated that a new 100-bed 
government hospital is 
under construction and 
is expected to be com-
pleted by May next year.

District Collector 
Kumar Deepak, who 
participated in the pro-
gramme, said that the 
Ambedkar Community 
Hall would serve multi-
ple purposes, including 
the establishment of a 
library. He added that 
the integrated market 
would significantly ben-
efit street vendors, and 
under the AMRUT 
scheme, three water 
tanks and new pipelines 
are currently under con-
struction.

Several municipal 
and revenue officials, 
including ACP 
Venkateshwarlu and 
Tahsildar Mallikarjun, 
along with local public 
representatives and res-
idents, were present at 
the events.

Government Committed to  Development of Chennur 
Constituency: Minister Gaddam Vivekanand.

Dasya Naik Elected as All 
India Vice-President 

Warangal: State President of the Telangana Fourth 
Class Employees’ Association, Dasya Naik, was 
elected as the All India Vice-President on Friday.
Marking the occasion, a brief felicitation programme 
was organised in the evening at 5.00 pm at his resi-
dence, where office-bearers and members of the 
association extended their congratulations and best 
wishes. Speaking on the occasion, the leaders praised 
Dasya Naik’s commitment to employee welfare and 
expressed confidence that his elevation to the All 
India level would further strengthen the voice of 
fourth class employees across the country.

The programme was attended by Warangal 
District President M. Sambaiah, District Secretary 
Bhanu Prakash, District In-charge Vijay, Rajendra 
Prasad, Srikanth, Ramana, Ravichandra and several 

TGCSB Foils Digital Arrest Scam, Saves 
Retired Teacher from Losing 18 Lakh

Hyderabad: Under 
the leadership of Shikha 
Goel, Director, 
Telangana Cyber 
Security Bureau 
(TGCSB), the District 
Cyber  Crime 
Coordination Centre 
(D4C), Nalgonda, suc-
cessfully foiled a major 
digital arrest fraud 
attempt and prevented 
a financial loss of 18 
lakh to a recently 
retired school teacher.

The victim P. 
Devender Reddy, a resi-
dent of Nalgonda who 
retired a year ago, had 
deposited his retire-
ment benefits in his 
bank account. For the 
past three days, he was 
subjected to continuous 
psychological pressure 
by cyber fraudsters 
impersonating CBI offi-
cials. The fraudsters 
falsely claimed that the 
victim’s Aadhaar num-
ber was linked to a 
criminal case involving 
the circulation of 
obscene photos and vid-

eos on social media. 
Threatening him with a 
so-called “digital 
arrest”, they coerced 
him to urgently trans-
fer 18,00,000 to close the 
alleged case.

On December 19 at 
around 12.00 noon, the 
victim and his wife vis-
ited the SBI Prakasam 
Bazar Branch, 
Nalgonda, to transfer 
the amount. Observing 
the victim’s anxious 
behaviour and urgency, 
the Branch Manager 
became suspicious and 
immediately alerted the 
DSP, D4C, Nalgonda.

Acting swiftly on the 
alert, the DSP, D4C 

Nalgonda, along with 
D4C staff, rushed to the 
bank and temporarily 
stopped the transaction. 
After a detailed enqui-
ry, the cybercrime team 
identified the case as a 
digital arrest scam. The 
victim and his family 
were counselled and 
informed that no police 
or government agency 
conducts digital arrests 
or demands money over 
phone calls or online 
platforms.

Due to the timely 
coordination between 
D4C Nalgonda and SBI 
officials, the fraudulent 
transaction was stopped 
and the entire 18 lakh, 
representing the vic-
tim’s retirement sav-
ings, was successfully 
saved. The Cyber Crime 
Police have initiated 
further technical inves-
tigation to trace the 
fraudsters by analysing 
digital footprints, call 
details and linked bank 
accounts, with the aim 
of preventing similar 

i n c i d e n t s . S h i k h a 
Goel,appreciated the 
prompt and profession-
al response of DSP T. 
Laxminarayana, SI 
Vishnu and HC 
Riyazuddin of D4C, 
Nalgonda, and the pro-
active role of the SBI 
Branch Manager in 
averting the fraud.

The Director, TGCSB, 
urged citizens to remain 
vigilant and reiterated 
thatNo police or govern-
ment agency conducts 
“digital arrests”No law 
enforcement officer is 
authorised to demand 
money transfers over 
phone calls or online 
p l a t f o r m s C i t i z e n s 
should immediately 
report such incidents 
by dialling 1930 or visit-
ing www.cybercrime.
gov.in The Telangana 
Cyber Security Bureau 
reaffirmed its commit-
ment to protecting citi-
zens, especially senior 
citizens and retired 
individuals, from 
emerging cyber threats.

Hanumakonda, December 
19, TSIT : Indian Red Cross 
Society, Hanumakonda 
District Governing Body 
meeting was held at Red 
Cross Bhawan on Friday.  
In this meeting, the 
arrangements for the 
Governing body meeting 
to be held on 23-12-2025 
(Tuesday) and the proce-
dure of the programme 
were extensively dis-
cussed.

Later Governing body 
members met  politely 
Hanumakonda District 
Collector and President of 
Indian Red Cross Society 
Chairman Sneha 
Shabarish at the Collector's 
office. On this occasion, 
they handed over the book-
let to Collector regarding 
the General body Meeting 
of Indian Red Cross Society 
Hanumakonda District to 
be held at the Integrated 
Office Building (Collector's 
Conference Hall) at 
Subedari on 23-12-2025 at 
10:00 am. Similarly, Indian 
Red Cross Society distrib-

uted free nutrition kits to 
30 TB (tuberculosis) 
patients on Friday under 
the auspices of 
Hanumakonda district. 

These kits include nutri-
tional ingredients, eggs 
and essential commodi-
ties. Hanumakonda dis-
trict DM & HO A Appiah 
and members of the Red 
Cross administration per-
sonally handed over the 
kits to the beneficiaries in 
this programme.

In this programme
Dr P Vijayachander 

Reddy (Chairman), Peddi 
Venkata Narayana Goud 
(Vice Chairman), 
Bommineni Papireddy 
(Treasurer),EV Srinivas 
Rao (State Governing Body 
Member), District 
Governing Body Members 
Pulluru Venugopal, 
Potlapalli Srinivas Rao, 
Dr K Sudhakar Reddy, Dr 
CH Sandhyarani, District 
TB Prevention Officer K 
Himabindu, Red Cross 
staff and others partici-
pated.

Indian Red Cross Hanumakonda District 
Governing Body Meeting on December 23; 

Nutrition Kits Distributed to TB Patients

Intermediate students thrash Class 
9 boy in govt school in Telangana

Hyderabad: Tension prevailed at a government school in 
Telangana’s Warangal district on Thursday, December 
18, when intermediate students allegedly thrashed a boy 
studying in Class 9, the police said. The incident occurred 
at the state government-run Tribal Welfare Residential 
School and College (Boys) at Narsampet mandal. An 
argument between the students reportedly turned vio-
lent and the hostel warden was not there at the time of 
the incident to douse the situation, the police said. The 
victim, Deepak, fell unconscious and was taken to a gov-
ernment hospital in Narsampet for treatment. Two other 
students were injured in the attack. Parents expressed 
concern over the lack of supervision regarding the safety 
of students in the hostel.
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HYDERABAD TSIT : A 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Ajit Kumar 
senapati described a 

recent meeting with Sri 
Nitin Nabin  at the par-
ty's headquarters in New 
Delhi as a "memorable 

and inspiring" experi-
ence, highlighting the 
leader's role as a guiding 
force for the organisa-
tion.Ajit kumar, 
expressed feeling 
"blessed" after facilitat-
ing the newly elevated 
BJP National Working 
President and receiving 
his blessings. "Beyond 
being a Cabinet Minister 
and MLA, he is a true 
inspiration to us all he 
said . Such interactions 
at the New Delhi party 
office underscore the 
BJP's emphasis on cadre 
engagement as it pre-
pares for future electoral 
challenges.

BJP Party leader Ajit Kumar Expresses Gratitude 
After Meeting Newly Appointed National Working 

President Nitin Nabin in New Delhi

Mancherial , Dec19 (TSIT): All depart-
ments must remain in a state of con-
stant readiness to ensure an immediate 
and effective response during natural 
disasters, National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) offi-
cial Sudheer Ball said on Friday. 
Sudheer Ball conducted a state-level 
review meeting through video confer-
ence to assess disaster preparedness 
across Telangana. The meeting was 
attended by Chief Secretary 
Ramakrishna Rao, senior NDMA offi-
cials, district collectors, additional col-
lectors and heads of key departments. 
Addressing the officials, Sudheer Ball 
stressed the importance of strong coor-
dination among all departments during 
emergencies such as floods, heavy 
rains and fire accidents. He said joint 
action plans should be prepared by 
both the National and State Disaster 
Management Authorities to ensure 
public safety and a swift response.

He directed officials to maintain 
close coordination with Army person-
nel whenever their assistance is 
required during flood situations caused 
by incessant rains. Emphasising the 
role of Disaster Management Centres 
and Community Information and 
Preparedness Systems (CIPS), he urged 
officials to remain fully aware of their 
functioning. Sudheer Ball instructed 

that mock drills be conducted in all 
districts on December 22 to assess pre-
paredness levels. He also called for the 
prior identification of disaster-prone 
areas and stressed the need for effec-
tive inter-departmental cooperation. 
During emergencies, timely alerts 
must be issued to the public, and ade-
quate facilities should be provided to 
victims at rehabilitation centres for a 
minimum period of ten days.

Participating in the meeting from the 
Chennoor Mandal Tahsildar Office, 
Mancherial District Collector Kumar 
Deepak said coordinated efforts were 
being made by all departments to 
ensure public safety during natural 
calamities. He added that residents of 
low-lying areas were being shifted to 
safer locations and provided with food 
and medical assistance. Additional 
District Collector (Revenue) P. 
Chandrayya and officials from various 
key departments were also present dur-
ing the meeting.

Be Prepared for Immediate Response During 
Disasters: NDMA Official Sudheer Ball.

Mancherial , Dec 19, 
TSIT:Peddapalli MP 
Gaddam Vamsikrishna has 
said that economic relations 
between India and the 
Netherlands are strengthen-
ing rapidly, positioning 
Telangana as a leading des-
tination for global invest-
ments.Speaking at the two-
day international confer-

ence organized by the 
Foundation for Critical 
Choices for India (FCCI) at 
the Indian Habitat Centre in 
New Delhi on Friday and 
Saturday (December 19–20), 
MP Vamsikrishna partici-
pated as the chief guest in a 
session on “India Diaspora 
– Dedicated to the Progress 
of India.”He highlighted 

that India, particularly 
Telangana, is advancing 
swiftly in industry, technol-
ogy, and trade, making it a 
magnet for future invest-
ments. He added that the 
“Telangana Rising Summit” 
has drawn significant atten-
tion from investors working 
towards the vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047.Emphasizing 
the importance of sustain-
able technology amid grow-
ing environmental challeng-
es, Vamsikrishna noted 
with pride that a 
Visakhapatnam-based com-
pany has secured a U.S. pat-
ent for its innovative solar 
tiles.During the event, FCCI 
President Adv. Jasbir Singh 
and Vice President Dr. 
Pramod Agarwal felicitated 
the MP. Dr. Agarwal said 
FCCI is marking its 45th 
anniversary this year.

Telangana a Prime Destination for 
Investments: MP Vamsikrishna.
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GITAM Hosts Exhibition on Musi 
River and Hyderabad’s Evolution

Hyderabad: The 
Department of History, 
GITAM School of 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences (GSHSS), in col-
laboration with Deccan 
Archives, organized a 
historical exhibition 
titled “The Musi & the 
Evolution of Hyderabad” 
on December 19, 2025, at 

GITAM Deemed to be 
University, Hyderabad.

The exhibition offered 
a comprehensive visual 
and archival journey 
tracing the historical, 
cultural, and urban sig-
nificance of the Musi 
River in shaping the 
growth of Hyderabad. 
Rare photographs, maps, 

documents, and archival 
records showcased the 
river’s role from the 
city’s early foundations 
to its transformation dur-
ing the Nizam era and 
modern times.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Pooja 
Rhine and Dr. Nilam, 
who emphasized the 

importance of under-
standing Hyderabad’s 
environmental and 
urban history through 
primary sources. 
Faculty members, stu-
dents, historians, and 
history enthusiasts 
actively engaged with 
the exhibits, gaining 
insights into the socio-
economic life that flour-
ished along the river-
banks over centuries.

The exhibition high-
lighted how the Musi 
River influenced trade, 
settlements, architec-
ture, and public life, 
while also drawing atten-
tion to contemporary 
challenges related to her-
itage conservation and 
environmental sustain-
ability.

By blending academic 
research with public his-
tory, the exhibition 
served as an educational 
platform, reinforcing the 
need to preserve 
Hyderabad’s historical 
narratives and natural 
heritage for future gen-

RICE–2025 Conference Inaugurated 
at Stanley College

Hyderabad: The 10th 
International Conference 
on Research in Intelligent 
Computing Engineering 
(RICE–2025) was inaugu-
rated in a prestigious 
manner at Stanley 
College of Engineering 
and Technology for 
Women on Tuesday at 
10:00 AM. The conference 
is jointly organized by 
the IEEE Committee of 
Stanley College of 
Engineering and 
Technology for Women 
and Hanoi University of 
Industry, Vietnam.

The inaugural session 
was graced by eminent 
academicians as Chief 
Guests, including Prof. 
V. Balakista Reddy,

Chairman of the 
Telangana State Council 
of Higher Education; 
Prof. Nguyen Thi Dieu 
Linh, Deputy Head, 
Department of Science 
and Technology, Hanoi 
University of Industry, 
Vietnam; Prof. Atul Negi, 
Dean, School of Computer 
and Information
Sciences, University of 
Hyderabad; and Prof. A. 
Krishnaiah, University 
College of Engineering, 
Osmania University.

Conference Chair Dr. 
Shivani Yadao delivered 
the introductory address, 
followed by the inaugural 
address by Conference 
Convener Dr. G. 
Sreelatha. 

SBI Suraksha Insurance 
Claim Provides Relief to 

Bereaved Family

Hyderabad: State Bank of 
India and SBI Life 
Insurance extended crucial 
financial relief to the fami-
ly of Late Sri Repalle 
Chennarao, an Assistant 
Engineer in the Electricity 
Department, through the 
settlement of an SBI 
Suraksha Insurance claim.

Late Sri Repalle 
Chennarao had availed a 
home loan of Rs.53.10 lakh 
from State Bank of India 
and was covered under the 
SBI Suraksha Insurance 
Policy. Following his 
untimely demise in a trag-
ic road accident, SBI Life 
Insurance promptly pro-
cessed the claim and set-
tled an amount of 
Rs.51,91,237.16, easing the 
financial burden on the 
bereaved family.

The claim cheque was 
formally handed over by 

AGM Sri Satyam Naidu 
to the nominee and spouse 
of the deceased, Smt. 
Bhargavi, in the presence 
of bank and insurance 
officials. Sri D. 
Rajashekar, Chief 
Manager (Maintenance), 
along with his team, 
played a significant role 
in facilitating and expe-
diting the claim settle-
ment. Mr. Sai Srinivas, 
Chief  Manager 
(Sanctions), and Mr. Anil 
from SBI Life Insurance 
were also present on the 
occasion.

The timely settlement 
underscores the impor-
tance of insurance cover-
age and reflects the com-
mitment of State Bank of 
India and SBI Life 
Insurance to support cus-
tomers and their families 
during times of distress.

Bengaluru - December, 19 
2025: Flipkart, India’s home-
grown e-commerce market-
place, today announced it 
executed definitive docu-
ments to acquire a majority 
stake in Minivet AI, an inno-
vative AI/ML solutions pro-
vider founded in 2024. The 
acquisition is a strategic 
move to build and invest in 
core Generative AI (GenAI) 
capabilities, at a time when 
e-commerce is rapidly shift-
ing towards visual, conversa-
tional, and AI-led discovery.
This is expected to accelerate
the transition to a more intui-
tive, interactive, and immer-
sive shopping experience for
e-commerce platforms, 
including Flipkart.

Minivet AI focuses on gen-
erative video for e-commerce, 
transforming static product 
catalogs into rich, engaging 
video content at scale. Built 
on a foundation of sophisti-
cated model orchestration 
and deep performance optimi-
zation, the platform delivers 
quality results at a fraction of 
traditional production costs. 
Beyond video, Minivet AI 
offers a broader suite of 
e-commerce AI capabilities—
positioning the company as a
full-stack AI partner and a
foundational GenAI capabili-
ty for online retail platforms.

Speaking on the acquisi-
tion, Aditya Rachakonda, 
Founder, Minivet AI, said, 
"This partnership with 
Flipkart is a pivotal moment 
for Minivet AI. It allows us to 
accelerate the deployment of 
our proprietary GenAI solu-
tions, from catalog videofica-
tion to conversational search, 
directly onto India's leading 
e-commerce platform at scale,
making shopping more intui-
tive and immersive for mil-
lions of customers."

This investment strength-
ens Flipkart’s long-term tech-
nology portfolio, ensuring the 
company remains at the fore-
front of digital commerce 
innovation. This acquisition 
is subject to completion of 
customary closing conditions.

Ravi Iyer, Senior Vice 
President - Corporate, 
Flipkart, said, "Acquiring 
Minivet AI is a strategic 
investment that will enhance 
Flipkart’s core GenAI capa-
bilities by the integration of 
niche talent and advanced 
proprietary technology, which 
includes leading solutions for 
catalog videofication and 
semantic search. These are 
critical for addressing the ris-
ing industry trend of visual-
first and video-first com-
merce, ultimately driving 
higher customer engagement.

Flipkart Acquires Majority 
Stake in Minivet AI to 

Accelerate GenAI-Powered 
E-commerce Innovation

Chittoor MP sri Daggumalla 
prasadaRao give warm welcome 

to AP CM Chandrababu Naidu on 
his arrival in Delhi.

The annual Adhyayanotsavams commenced in a 
grand manner on Friday evening at the Sri 

Venkateswara Swamy Temple, Tirumala. The sacred 
festival will be observed for a period of 25 days.

INDIAN BANK DONATES 
RS. 38 LAKHS TO TTD

Tirumala: For the installation of a security 
luggage scanner at the Alipiri Check Post, 
Indian Bank on Friday donated an amount 
of Rs. 37,97,508 to Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams. In this connection, Indian 
Bank Field Manager Sri Pranesh Kumar 
handed over the donation DD to the 
Additional EO of TTD, Sri C.H. Venkayya 
Chowdary, at the Additional EO Camp 
Office in Tirumala.On the occasion, Indian 
Bank Zonal Manager Sri M. Selvaraj, 
Deputy Zonal Manager Smt. Indira, and 
Tirumala Branch Manager Sri 
Raghavendra were present.

Amavasya Festival Celebrated at 
Sri Kalahastheeswara Swamy Temple

Sri Kalahasti: The Amavasya Festival was celebrated 
with religious fervour at the renowned Sri 
Kalahastheeswara Swamy Temple on the occasion of 
the new moon day of Dhanurmasam. The festival was 
held in conjunction with special rituals to Sri Gnana 
Prasunamba Devi, the consort of Lord Sri 
Kalahastheeswara Swamy.Devotees thronged the tem-

ple from early morn-
ing to participate in 
the sacred Amavasya 
rituals and offer spe-
cial prayers, seeking 
blessings for peace, 
prosperity, and spiri-
tual well-being. The 
temple premises res-

onated with Vedic chants and devotional hymns, cre-
ating a spiritually charged atmosphere.The Amavasya 
celebrations hold special significance during the holy 
month of Dhanurmasam, attracting a large number of 
devotees from various regions. Temple authorities 
made elaborate arrangements to ensure the smooth 
conduct of rituals and facilitate darshan for devotees.

Vijayawada, Dec 19 
(RNI): In the back-
drop of the ongoing 
controversy sur-
rounding the
Parakamani case, the 
Andhra Pradesh 
High Court on Friday 
issued a series of sig-
nificant directions to 
the Tirumala
T i r u p a t i 
Devasthanams (TTD) to 
strengthen transparency and 
prevent irregularities in the 
hundi counting process.

The High Court directed 
the TTD to minimise human 
intervention in the counting 
of hundi collections and 
adopt artificial intelligence 
and advanced technology to 
improve accuracy and 
transparency. Observing 
that immediate and perma-
nent measures are neces-
sary to curb theft, the court 
suggested that the proposed 
reforms could be imple-
mented in two phases.

The court also instructed 
the TTD to submit detailed 
information regarding the 

existing security arrange-
ments during the counting, 
transportation, and sealing 
of hundis. Emphasising the 
role of technology, the bench 
noted that artificial intelli-
gence could be effectively 
used for segregating foreign 
currency and categorising 
donations.

Further, the High Court 
directed the TTD to prepare 
and submit a comprehen-
sive draft proposal outlin-
ing the proposed reforms 
within eight weeks. The 
directions are aimed at 
ensuring foolproof systems 
and restoring public confi-
dence in the management of 
temple donations.

HC Orders AI-Driven 
Reforms in TTD 
Parakamani Operations

Andhra Pradesh CM urges Centre to 
approve Metro Rail for Vizag, Vijayawada
Amaravati, Dec 19 : Andhra Pradesh 

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu on Friday urged the Centre to 
approve Metro Rail projects for 
Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada.

He met Union Minister for Housing 
and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal 
Khattar in New Delhi and informed 
him that the revised Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs) for both Metro sys-
tems have already been submitted to 
the Ministry for approval. He empha-
sised that early clearance is crucial 
for accelerating the development of 
two of Andhra Pradesh’s fastest-grow-
ing urban centres.

CM Naidu explained that 
Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada 
require robust, modern and sustain-
able urban mobility solutions to keep 
pace with their expanding popula-
tions, growing economic activity and 
rising transportation demands.

The Chief Minister urged the Union 
Minister to prioritise and fast-track 
the approval process so that the 
groundwork for both Metro projects 
can begin at the earliest.

The Chief Minister also had a sepa-
rate meeting with Union Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal and sought 
strong Central support for the devel-
opment of the Dugarajapatnam ship-

building ecosystem and key fishing 
harbour projects in the state.

The Chief Minister thanked the 
Union Government for the proactive 
policies introduced to strengthen 
India’s port sector and shipbuilding 
capabilities and said Andhra Pradesh 
is committed to contributing to the 
national “Chip to Ship” vision.

CM Naidu informed the Union 
Minister that Andhra Pradesh is fully 

prepared to take up the National 
Mega Shipbuilding and Ship Repair 
Cluster at Dugarajapatnam. He said 
the state has already agreed to allo-
cate 3,488 acres of land for the project 
and that the Techno–Economic 
Feasibility Report (TEFR) has been 
completed.During the meeting, the 
Chief Minister also requested the 
Centre to extend additional financial 
assistance for the state’s fishing har-

bour infrastructure. He said the gov-
ernment is implementing these proj-
ects with priority to improve the live-
lihoods of fishermen and modernise 
the fisheries sector.

CM Naidu also met Union Minister 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri and extended a 
formal invitation to participate in the 
foundation-stone laying ceremony of 
the BPCL Greenfield Refinery Project 
proposed in Nellore district.

The Chief Minister informed the 
Union Minister that the refinery, 
with a massive investment of Rs 
96,862 crore, would be one of the larg-
est integrated energy projects in the 
country. He said the project would 
significantly strengthen India’s refin-
ing capacity and contribute to nation-
al energy security.

CM Naidu explained that the State 
Government has already allotted 6,000 
acres of land for the project and 
extended attractive incentives to 
facilitate its rapid execution. He 
briefed the Union Minister that the 
public hearing (for environmental 
clearance) for the project has been 
successfully completed, and that envi-
ronmental clearances are expected 
shortly, enabling the project to prog-
ress swiftly through all remaining 
stages.
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Hyderabad: Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka Mallu on Friday said that 
Praja Vani, the public grievance redressal 
programme of the Telangana 
Government, is a unique initiative that is 
not being implemented anywhere else in 
India.Addressing the second anniversary 
meeting of Praja Vani held at Jyotirao 

Phule Praja 
Bhavan, the 
Deputy Chief 
Minister said 
that the pro-
gramme was 
launched as a 
revolutionary 
decision jointly 
taken by Chief 
Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy 
and the entire 
Cabinet, firmly 
rooted in the 
belief that gover-
nance and 
administration 
exist solely for 
the people.

He described 
the resolution of 
74 per cent of 
public grievanc-

es received through Praja Vani as a remark-
able achievement, stating that merely 
launching such a programme was not 
enough. “This success was possible only due 
to the commitment, sincerity and dedicated 
efforts of the officials and staff who worked 
relentlessly to address people’s problems,” 
he said.

Bhatti Vikramarka pointed out that appli-
cations are being received regularly every 
Tuesday and Friday, and assured that pend-
ing issues, including those still in the pipe-
line, would also be resolved in due course. 
He expressed satisfaction that the pro-
gramme had achieved the very objective 
with which it was launched and reaffirmed 
that Praja Vani would continue without 

interruption.
The Deputy Chief Minister laud-

ed the role of the Centre for Good 
Governance (CGG) in developing a 
specialised software system at 
both State and district levels to 
effectively track and resolve pub-
lic grievances. Taking a dig at the 
previous regime, he said that those 
who ruled the State for ten years 
without even opening the gates of 
Praja Bhavan for the public were 
now conducting similar pro-
grammes only as a formality, 
describing such criticism as “sheer 

hypocrisy.”
Stating that he attended the anniversary 

meeting to personally congratulate the staff 
after listening to several success stories, 
Bhatti Vikramarka said the dedication dis-
played by officials in resolving public issues 
was commendable. “Our thinking, gover-
nance and functioning are entirely people-
centric,” he asserted. He emphasised that all 
institutions and systems in the State must 
serve the people, which remains the core 
objective of the people’s government. Calling 
upon citizens to make use of Praja Bhavan 
without fear to voice their grievances, the 
Deputy Chief Minister urged collective 
efforts to move forward in resolving public 
problems effectively.

Praja Vani Is a Unique Initiative Not Implemented 
Anywhere Else in India: Deputy CM Bhatti 

Minister Azharuddin Christian Minority 
Leaders Meet CM Revanth Reddy Invite 
Him to State Christmas Celebrations

Hyderabad:Minister Azharuddin, along with Christian 
minority leaders, met Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Friday and formally invited him to attend 
the Christmas celebrations being organised by the 
State Government at LB Stadium, Hyderabad.

During the meeting, the Minister and the Christian 
leaders extended the invitation on behalf of the 
Christian community for the grand celebrations, 
which are being conducted under the aegis of the 
Telangana Government as part of its commitment to 
inclusive governance and respect for all faiths.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy welcomed the invita-
tion and assured continued support to programmes 
that promote communal harmony, cultural diversity 
and unity among all sections of society. The leaders 
expressed gratitude to the State Government for 
organising Christmas celebrations at the official level 
and for recognising the cultural and religious senti-
ments of the Christian minority community in 
Telangana.

Hyderabad: Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds has 
launched the Hyderabad 
edition of its flagship brid-
al jewellery showcase 
‘Brides of India’ at its 
Artistry Store in 
Somajiguda. Now in its 
15th year, the showcase 
will be held from December 
20 to 28, 2025, celebrating 
the diversity and richness 
of Indian bridal jewellery 
traditions with a special 
emphasis on South India.

 exhibition features exclusive 
South Indian bridal jewellery, 
including temple-inspired designs 
and traditional gold craftsmanship, 
along with curated collections from 

across India such as Rajasthani 
polki, Bengal’s intricate jewellery 
styles, Kerala’s kasavu-inspired 
gold, and Tamil Nadu’s temple jew-
ellery. Speaking on the occasion, 
Malabar Group Chairman M.P. 

Ahammed said that 
Hyderabad’s brides 
value tradition, purity, 
and thoughtful design, 
and that Brides of India 
aims to offer jewellery 
that is culturally 
authentic, comfortable 
for long wedding cere-
monies, and meaning-
ful beyond the wedding 
day.The showcase 
offers a curated in-
store experience where 

complete bridal looks are styled 
using necklaces, chokers, long neck-
laces, bangles, earrings, mangal-
sutras, and rings, helping brides 
visualise jewellery for real wedding 
moments.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds Launches 15th Edition 
of ‘Brides of India’ in Hyderabad

Telangana Sports Karate-Do 
Association to Hold General 

Body Meeting

Hyderabad : Telangana Sports Karate-Do Association 
will organise its General Body Meeting on December 26 
at the LB Stadium Yoga Hall, according to Association 
President B.Mahesh Kumar Goud and Malyala 
Ramaswamy.

All members of the Association, including district 
presidents, secretaries, treasurers, Telangana State 
style chiefs, and India chiefs affiliated to the Karate 
India Organisation (KIO), have been requested to 
attend the meeting compulsorily.

The Association stated that key decisions concern-
ing future programmes and the overall development of 
karate in the State will be taken during the meeting 
and appealed to all concerned members to attend on 
time and make the meeting a success.

Hyderabad: State 
Roads & Buildings and 
C i n e m a t o g r a p h y 
Minister Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy on 
Friday said the 
T e l a n g a n a 
Government is firmly 
committed to extend-
ing full support to the 
film industry, with a 
focused objective of 
making Telangana the 
most film-friendly 
State in the country.

 Minister speaking at 
a film festival event 
attended by Tourism 
and Culture Minister 
Jupally Krishna Rao as 
Guest of Honour. 
Telangana State Film 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation (FDC) 
Chairman Dil Raju, 
FDC Managing 
Director CH. Priyanka, 
festival organiser Uma 
Maheshwar Rao, noted 
filmmaker Narsing 
Rao, and several film 
industry representa-
tives were present.

Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy said Hyderabad 
has emerged as a major 
cinema hub, attracting 
filmmakers from 
across the country. 
While large-scale film 
productions are being 
undertaken in the city, 
he emphasised that 
short films play a vital 
role in identifying and 
nurturing new talent. 
“Short films give 
young filmmakers the 
freedom to experiment 
and express creativity. 

Many of today’s estab-
lished filmmakers 
began their journey 
through short films,” 
he said.

 Minister stated that 
under the leadership of 
Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, the 
T e l a n g a n a 
Government is creat-
ing a supportive eco-
system for cinema and 
focusing on providing 
opportunities for tal-
ented youth. He added 
that steps are being 
taken to simplify per-
missions and strength-
en infrastructure to 
make the State more 
filmmaker-friendly.

“Our aim is to posi-
tion Telangana as the 
best destination for 
filmmakers in India,” 
he said.

Appreciating the par-
ticipation of filmmak-
ers from the North-
Eastern States, the 
Minister described 
Hyderabad as a “Mini 
India” that brings 
together diverse cul-
tures and stories, add-
ing that such festivals 
promote national inte-
gration through cine-
ma.

He encouraged young 
filmmakers to come 
forward with confi-
dence, stating that 
every story has value 
irrespective of awards, 
and congratulated the 
organisers for success-
fully conducting the 
festival.

Telangana to Be Made India’s 
Most Film-Friendly State 

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
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Quotable

“       ”
LIVING FOR 
THE NATION     
Patriotism has long been measured by sacrifice, 

often dramatised through martyrdom and mo-
ments of crisis. But a mature civilisation must 
eventually ask a harder question. What does 

it mean to live for the nation every single day? True 
nationalism is not forged only on battlefields or in mo-
ments of extreme heroism. It is sustained in ordinary 
life, in conduct, choices, discipline and collective pur-
pose. To live for the nation is to place it above narrow 
identities without erasing diversity. It is to understand 
that caste, creed, region and language are social facts, 
not political weapons. When society fractures over 
small differences, it signals not passion but intellectual 
laziness. Civilisations decline not because of external 
enemies alone, but because internal cohesion weak-
ens. Unity, therefore, is not a slogan, but a strategic 
strength. History repeatedly shows that truth alone 
does not command respect in a competitive world. 
Moral righteousness without capacity becomes vulner-
able. Strength, whether it is economic, cultural, intel-
lectual or social, is what allows values to travel beyond 
borders. This strength, however, does not emerge from 
confrontation for its own sake. Wisdom lies in discern-
ment. In knowing when to assert, when to adapt, and 
when to outgrow conflict altogether. An impulsive so-
ciety fights every problem whereas a wise one under-
stands which battles elevate and which only exhaust. 
Living for the nation also means rejecting the false 
binary between personal success and collective duty. 
One does not need to renounce the world to serve it. 
Professional excellence, wealth creation, innovation 
and ambition are not anti-national. They are essen-
tial to nation-building, provided they are anchored 
in responsibility. A society where individuals rise but 
forget the collective soon finds that individual success 
itself becomes fragile. Equally important is cultural 
confidence. A nation unsure of its own traditions be-
comes vulnerable to imitation without understanding. 
Cultural pride is not hostility to the world. It is clarity 
about oneself. Wearing traditional attire, preserving 
languages, valuing family bonds and celebrating indig-
enous thought systems are not acts of regression. They 
are acts of continuity. Global engagement is mean-
ingful only when rooted in self-respect. Perhaps the 
most profound idea embedded in the call to live for the 
nation is the recognition of every individual’s impor-
tance. Societies are not built only by towering heroes. 
They are sustained by millions of small contributions. 
The quiet honesty of a public servant, the ethical choic-
es of a business owner, the discipline of a student, the 
compassion of a neighbour, these are the invisible 
bricks of national strength. When people believe their 
role is insignificant, apathy sets in. When they believe 
they matter, nations rise. Finally, living for the nation 
demands emotional maturity. It requires keeping self-
ish interests in check, resisting constant outrage, and 
cultivating patience. A great nation is not one that is 
perpetually angry, but one that is self-aware, resilient 
and purposeful. Patriotism, at its highest form, is civic 
responsibility, not performative emotion, not symbolic 
aggression, but sustained commitment. The future will 
belong to nations whose citizens can balance strength 
with wisdom, ambition with ethics, identity with unity. 
The challenge before us is to not just stop romanticis-
ing death for the nation, but start dignifying life lived 
consciously for it.
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Editor

She who knows life flows, feels no wear 
or tear, needs no mending or repair.

~ Gautama Buddha

n LALIT GARGG 

    

Voluntary euthanasia—ending one’s life ac-
cording to one’s own will—has long been a 
subject of social, ethical, and legal debate in 
India. This issue is not merely about death; 

it is deeply intertwined with unbearable suffering, 
human dignity, compassion, and the right to self-de-
termination. These days, the case of a 32-year-old 
man who has been in a coma-like state for the past 
thirteen years has become a living symbol of this 
tragedy. There is no consciousness, no communica-
tion, and no possibility of recovery, yet the family is 
forced to endure immense emotional, mental, and 
financial agony. This case has once again reignited 
public discourse on euthanasia. Across the country, 
thousands of such cases silently endure suffering, 
with neither solutions nor a clear legal pathway. This 
situation is not just a medical crisis; it is a profound 
test of human sensitivity and social justice.

Modern medical science has developed the abil-
ity to artificially prolong life, but it has not resolved 
the ethical question of whether sustaining life at all 
costs is truly humane when life itself becomes noth-
ing more than pain, unconsciousness, and a mean-
ingless biological process. The irony is that for those 
compelled to live a hellish existence due to incurable 
illness, prolonged coma, or complete loss of con-
sciousness, Indian law has yet to provide a clear and 
compassionate framework. Many believe that when 
dignity, awareness, and hope disappear from life, a 
dignified death becomes more meaningful than the 
mere continuation of existence.

This raises a fundamental question: why does 
our legal system still view such a death through the 
lens of suspicion, fear, and criminality? Sections 309 
and 306 of the Indian Penal Code long remained le-
gal obstacles to voluntary euthanasia. Although the 

Mental Healthcare Act of 2017 partially decriminal-
ized attempted suicide by recognizing it as a conse-
quence of mental distress, there is still no compre-
hensive and explicit law addressing euthanasia. 
Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees the right to 
life and personal liberty, yet the debate continues as 
to whether this right also includes the right to a dig-
nified death.

A historic turning point in India’s judicial ap-
proach to euthanasia came in 2011 with the Aruna 
Shanbaug case. Aruna Shanbaug, a nurse at Mum-
bai’s KEM Hospital, suffered severe brain damage 
after a brutal assault in 1973 and remained in a 
persistent vegetative state for forty-two years. In re-
sponse to a petition filed on her behalf, the Supreme 
Court rejected active euthanasia but permitted pas-
sive euthanasia under strict conditions. The Court 
held that if a patient’s condition is irreversible, with 
no possibility of regaining consciousness, and med-
ical treatment merely prolongs life mechanically, 
life-sustaining treatment may be withdrawn under 
expert opinion and judicial supervision. While this 
judgment marked a significant milestone in Indian 
legal history, it was clearly an exception rather than a 
permanent legislative solution.

Subsequently, in 2018, the Supreme Court, in 
Common Cause v. Union of India, made the land-
mark observation that the right to life is not merely 
the right to live, but also the right to live—and die—
with dignity. The Court recognized the legality of a 
“living will” or “advance medical directive,” allowing 
individuals to state in advance that life-sustaining 
treatment should not be administered in the event of 
an incurable condition. 

However, the process was burdened with such 
complex procedural formalities that, in practice, this 
right remains largely inaccessible to the common cit-
izen. In recent years, several cases have emerged that 
starkly reveal the gravity of this problem. The very 
need for euthanasia arises from this harsh reality. In 

terminal cancer, severe neurological disorders, and 
end-stage illnesses, life often becomes synonymous 
with suffering. Keeping an unconscious body alive 
through machines appears less like living and more 
like prolonged torment. Individuals should have 
the right to make decisions about the final chapter 
of their lives, as self-determination is a core value of 
a democratic society. Prolonged medical treatment 
shatters families emotionally and financially, while 
also raising questions about the allocation of limited 
medical resources. Opponents of euthanasia argue 
that it may be misused, that the elderly or the poor 
could be coerced, and that doctors might become ar-
biters of life and death. These concerns are serious, 
but their solution lies not in rejecting euthanasia out-
right, but in framing clear, stringent, and transpar-
ent laws. International experience shows that where 
well-defined legislation and multi-layered oversight 
mechanisms exist, the scope for misuse is minimal. 
Countries such as the Netherlands, Belgium, Cana-
da, and Switzerland have demonstrated that com-
passion and regulation can coexist.

In India, the Jain practice of Santhara (or 
Sallekhana) and modern euthanasia may appear 
similar at first glance, yet at the levels of philosophy, 
purpose, process, and constitutional interpretation, 
they differ fundamentally—while also sharing certain 
deeper parallels. This is why Santhara has continued 
without obstruction in the same country where eu-
thanasia remains a subject of intense debate. In Jain-
ism, Santhara or Sallekhana is not viewed as death, 
but as the final spiritual discipline—a celebration of 
death rather than an escape from life or pain. It is 
neither a flight from suffering nor from existence, 
but a conscious process of shedding attachment, an-
ger, fear, and delusion. Santhara is undertaken when 
an individual realizes that the body is no longer capa-
ble of spiritual practice, when illness has become in-
curable, or when old age has rendered the body frail. 
Food and water are renounced gradually, with disci-

pline and under the guidance of a spiritual mentor. 
Its purpose is not to destroy the body, but to purify 
the soul. Jain philosophy holds that death is inevita-
ble; the only question is whether it occurs in attach-
ment and agitation or in equanimity and awareness.

In contrast, voluntary euthanasia is a modern le-
gal concept whose primary aim is relief from unbear-
able physical or mental suffering. Here, the individu-
al seeks an end to life’s torment when consciousness, 
communication, and hope of recovery are irrevers-
ibly lost. This decision is emotional, medical, and 
situational—not a part of spiritual discipline. Eutha-
nasia involves physical interventions such as medi-
cation, injections, or the withdrawal of life-support 
systems, whereas Santhara involves no act of active 
violence.

The time has come for India to shed its hesitation 
and enact a clear, compassionate law on euthanasia. 
Such a law must scientifically define incurable and ir-
reversible conditions, place the patient’s will and dig-
nity at the highest pedestal, spare families unneces-
sary suffering, and provide doctors with ethical and 
legal protection. Euthanasia is not an act against life; 
it is a compassionate response against meaningless 
suffering. When life is reduced to a mechanical bio-
logical process sustained only by machines, devoid 
of consciousness, dignity, and hope, death should be 
seen not as a crime but as a human right.

If our Constitution accords dignity to life, it must 
also recognize the right to choose death with dignity. 
Enacting a clear law on euthanasia would not merely 
be a legal reform; it would be a defining mark of a 
sensitive, mature, and compassionate society. Hu-
man empathy demands that a balance be struck be-
tween the sanctity of life and the cruelty of suffering. 
When euthanasia is guided by consent, safeguards, 
and compassion, humanity itself is preserved. The 
judiciary must deliver justice that liberates the pa-
tient from suffering and paves the way for a more 
humane future.

n DR D K GIRI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s two-
day state visit to Jordan on 15-16 De-
cember, marked a watershed moment 
in India-Jordan relations, coming 75 

years after diplomatic ties were established 
after a 37-year gap since the last full-fledged 
visit by an Indian premier. The visit, the first 
leg of a three-nation tour which also took 
Modi to Ethiopia and Oman between 16-18 
December, was framed by both sides as an 
opportunity to move the partnership from 
“symbolic” to “substantive”. In a series of 
social media posts and a joint press briefing 
in Jordan, Modi highlighted a ‘meaningful 
expansion’ of cooperation across a wide spec-
trum of sectors. 

PM Modi’s four-day, three nation swing 
though Jordan, Ethiopia and Oman is meant 
to give India a diplomatic push in two key re-
gions – the Horne of Africa and the Gulf – at 
a time when New Delhi is rolling out its ‘Link 
West’ and ‘Africa Initiative’ strategies. At the 
time of writing (17 Dec), Modi will leave from 
Ethiopia to Oman. This article, thus, covers 
the events in Jordan visit while hinting at the 
purpose of Prime Minister’s visits to Ethiopia 
and Oman. 

In Jordan, the most tangible results were 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) 
signed on 15 December. The Agreements cov-
ered renewable energy, water resource man-
agement, digital public infrastructure and 
a twining of UNESCO sites of Petra, Jordan 
and Ellora in India. The cultural MoU in-
cludes the renewal of the India-Jordan Cul-
tural Exchange Programme for 2025-2029 
an initiative that the Prime Minister said 
would ‘further deepen people-to-people ties’. 
In renewable energy, both countries pledged 
technical cooperation aimed at clean growth, 
energy security and climate responsibility. 
This echoes Modi’s earlier statement that the 
partnership “reflects a shared commitment to 
clean growth”. 

Water security, a critical issue for both 
arid countries, was addressed with collabo-
ration on water-resources management and 
development, with an emphasis on sharing 
best practices in conservation and techno-
logical innovation. Digital transformation re-
ceived a boost through a Letter of Intent on 
sharing successful digital solutions and a call 
for collaboration between Jordan’s National 
Payment System and India’s Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI). The latter was part of a 
broader push to support Jordan’s digital pub-
lic infrastructure and inclusive governance. 

Strategically, the visit reinforced a shared 
stance against terrorism. King Abdullah II 
conveyed strong support for India’s fight 
against terrorism as both leaders condemned 

terrorism in all its forms. This part of the 
outcome has reportedly sent shivers through 
the spine of terror organisations and their pa-
trons in Pakistani military. Modi also praised 
Jordan’s ‘active and positive role’ on the Gaza 
issue, underscoring the geo-political dimen-
sion of the bilateral dialogues. While King 
Abdullah II acknowledged India’s ‘rising in-
fluence’ expressing confidence that their part-
nership would serve as a model for South-
South Cooperation.

On economic and trade prospects, India 
is Jordan’s third-largest trading partner, with 
bilateral trade valued at about 2.8b USD. Jor-
dan supplies a significant share of India’s fer-
tilizer imports – particularly Phosphates and 
Potash – making it a key component of India’s 
food security strategy. During the talks, Modi 
proposed raising bilateral trade to US 5b USD 
over the next five years, a target that reflects 
the ambition to deepen economic inter-de-
pendence. The Prime Minister’s 8-Point vi-
sion, presented to the King, outlined cooper-
ation in trade, critical minerals, civil-nuclear 
energy, and capacity-building programmes, 
including the training of 10 master trainers 
over three years. Jordan expressed its intent 
to join Indian-led global initiatives such as 
the International Solar Alliance (ISA), the 
Global Bio Fuel Alliance, and the Coalition for 
Disaster Resilience Infrastructure, signalling 
a convergence of interests on climate and sus-
tainable development. 

The latest trade figures show that India 
imported 1.2m tonnes of Phosphates and 0.8 
m tonnes of Potash from Jordan in the last 
fiscal year, accounting for roughly 12 per cent 
of India’s total fertilizer imports. Both gov-
ernments have agreed to launch a Joint Busi-
ness Council to explore new sectors such as 
renewable-energy components, agri-tech and 
pharmaceuticals, aiming to double trade vol-
ume by 2030. 

On strategic and security dimensions be-
yond economics, the visit cemented a security 
partnership that builds on the 2018-defence 
cooperation MoU. Discussions covered mil-
itary training, defence-industrial collabora-

tion, counter terrorism, intelligence sharing 
and potential military exports. Modi’s refer-
ence to Jordan’s “firm stand against terrorism 
and extremism” highlighted a shared security 
outlook; while the King’s support for India’s 
counter terrorism efforts reinforced mutual 
trust. 

The geo-political context is equally sig-
nificant. Jordan’s participation in the In-
dia-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC) positions the Kingdom of Jordan as 
a linchpin in a multi-model connectivity proj-
ect that could cut shipping cost by up to 30 
per cent and reduce transit times by around 
40 per cent. Modi’s visit, therefore, was not 
simply a bilateral affair but also a step toward 
integrating Jordan into a broader regional ar-
chitecture that links South Asia to the Medi-
terranean. 

In the defence sector, India has offered 
to supply Jordan with advanced light-weight 
howitzers and to conduct joint training exer-
cises at the Indian Army’s training centre in 
Rajasthan. A Letter of Intent was also signed 
to explore co-production of spare parts, which 
could reduce Jordan’s maintenance costs by 
an estimated 15 per cent over the next decade. 

In cultural exchange and people-to-peo-
ple ties, the Indian Diaspora in Jordan num-
bers around 17,500 employed mainly in tex-
tiles, construction, manufacturing and UN 
agencies. The twining of Petra and Ellora is 
presented as a ‘Gateway for heritage conser-
vation’, tourism and academic exchanges. To 
nurture ties among the youth, India will offer 
50 scholarships under the ICCR programme 
for Jordanian students to pursue undergrad-
uate studies in engineering and technology 
with the first batch set to arrive in August 
2026. 

The outcomes of the December visit open 
up several avenues for future collaboration 
such as renewable-energy, joint ventures, 
with Jordan seeking to expand its solar ca-
pacity, Indian expertise through the ISA and 
private sector partnership could create large 
scale project, leveraging India’s cost-effec-
tive solar technology. Similarly, digital infra-

structure and FinTech linking UPI – Jordan 
Payment-System could serve as a template 
for broader FinTech cooperation including 
cross-border remittances, E-commerce plat-
forms and date-security standards. 

There is also scope in water-management, 
technology transfer where Indian companies 
have notable experience – water recycling, 
drip irrigation and desalination. Opportuni-
ties can easily be explored in joint-investment 
in exploration of critical minerals and fertiliz-
er that could secure supply chain for India’s 
agriculture sector while providing Jordan 
with value-added industry.  

Scope exists in defence and security col-
laboration, education and capacity building, 
tourism and heritage conservation which will 
boost both economies while supporting Jor-
dan’s ambition to become a technology hub. 
Such present initiatives and future scope col-
lectively aim to transform the India-Jordan 
relationship into a dynamic, multi-sector 
partnership that can serve as a catalyst for 
broader regional integration and sustainable 
development. 

Modi’s visit to Ethiopia is timed to mark 
70 years of diplomatic relations. Ethiopia 
hosts the Africa Union headquarter, making 
it a strategic foothold for India’s broader Af-
rica outreach. For Ethiopia, India is one of 
its top trading partners and a major source 
of concessional loans. Modi’s second visit to 
the Sultanate of Oman also coincides with 
70th anniversary of India-Oman diplomatic 
ties and following Sultan Haithm bin Tariqu’s 
state visit to India Dec 2023.  Oman’s location 
at the mouth of Strait of Hormuz makes it vi-
tal for India’s security and maritime interest. 
In short, the Ethiopia leg is about cementing a 
strategic foothold in East Africa and expand-
ing economic ties, while the Oman leg lever-
ages a long-standing Gulf partnership, energy 
security and a pending Free Trade Pact, Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) that could boost bilateral trade be-
yond the current 10b USD. Also, such a pact 
with Oman should deepen India’s influence in 
the Western Indian Ocean. ---INFA

  Modi’s Gulf, East Africa Visit
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Euthanasia: A Human Dilemma Caught 
Between Compassion and Constitution
Something is rotten in the state of Goa

G
OA, a tiny state on 
the western coast of 
India, is the land of 
my ancestors, who 

were Hindus. My maternal 
grandmother told me that our 
distant ancestors had arrived 
there with the sage 
Parshuram, who had fired an 
arrow that struck the fertile 
land of Goa, following which 
the Goud Saraswat commu-
nity has been living there for 
aeons. The last time I met my 
grandmother was in 1952, 
when I arrived at her home 
unannounced with my books 
to prepare for the UPSC’s 
civil services examination. 
She stayed alone in her huge 
house with an old woman for 
company and to cook her 
meals. I arrived after dusk. 
To my surprise, all the doors 
were open. Murders and 
thefts were rare in Goa in 
those times.

Goa has progressed into a 
state comparable to any other 
in the Indian Union, alive in a 
sense that it is afflicted by 
crime and corruption. When 
the colonial rulers, the 
Portuguese, were driven out 
in 1961, the state was merged 
into the Union of India. The 
two core services, the IAS 
and the IPS, were introduced 
and the judiciary reorganised 
on the lines of neighbouring 
states. At first, the local 
inhabitants were very happy. 
The new rulers were among 
their own and till the casino 
culture gained prominence in 
Goa, disaffection with those 
who ruled was minimal. The 
Congress gave way to the 
BJP, which ensnared most of 

the rival legislators through 
the lure of office.

It can be safely said that till 
BJP leader Manohar Parrikar 
was the Chief Minister, crime 
and corruption had been 
checked despite the influx of 
citizens from northern states 
and the inroads of the casino 
culture. The current govern-
ment led by Pramod Sawant 
has allowed the hold that 
Parrikar had on the adminis-
tration to slip so badly that 
Herculean efforts will be 
needed to restore the rule of 
law. The fire that swept 
through the nightclub called 
Birch by Romeo Lane, killing 
25 people — including 20 poor 
migrants who had shifted to 
Goa to make a living — sums 
up the sorry state of gover-
nance under Sawant’s rule.

Two brothers, Gaurav and 
Saurabh Luthra, owned the 
nightclub, along with “sleep-
ing partner” Ajay Gupta. The 
land had been leased to them 
by the owner, Surinder 
Kumar Khosla, though he 
knew that no construction 
was permitted there since it 
lay astride former salt pans.

It has been reported that 
Gaurav and Saurabh, both 
residents of Delhi, share their 
residential address with 42 
firms, most of which are prob-
ably shell companies. The 
Enforcement Directorate 
would be well advised to 
ascertain if these firms are 
conduits for money launder-
ing. As per a report in a lead-
ing English newspaper, when 
electoral bonds were the fla-
vour of the season, the broth-
ers or the companies they 

controlled deposited Rs 37 
crore in the scheme (which 
was later scrapped). This 
needs to be verified.

Now, the BJP, like any 
other political party, has to 
collect money by all means, 
fair or foul, in order to run its 
electoral machinery. In Goa, 
nightclubs and casinos pres-
ent the politicians with easy 
pickings. The constructions 
that have changed the face of 
the Goan countryside are, of 
course, their prime source of 
funding.

The Luthra brothers were 
in Delhi when the fire struck 
their nightclub built with 
birchwood and having 
thatched roofs — all combus-
tible material. They were 
informed telephonically with-
in minutes of the disaster. 

Immediately, they booked a 
flight to Thailand to avoid 
arrest. CM Sawant’s minions 
went into top gear and man-
aged to get the brothers 
arrested from Phuket. The 
government hoped that the 
public would forget that the 
real culprits were those who 
had shut their eyes to the ille-
galities.

Who are the officials who 
permitted the nightclub to 
operate brazenly on land on 
which no construction was 
permitted? If a politician has 
given the green signal, he or 
she should be exposed. Why 
have the erring officials not 
been named as co-accused 
along with the Luthra broth-
ers and the landowner?

The officer in charge of the 
police station where the 

nightclub was operating is 
reported to have sent a writ-
ten report to his superiors. 
He alleged that he was told to 
“keep quiet”. If that is so, 
there is no solace for law-
abiding citizens of Goa if the 
senior officers who should 
have enforced the law are 
themselves complicit in the 
crime committed under their 
very noses.

My brother retired as the 
head of the Town and Country 
Planning Department in the 
Central government. He 
worked for five years after 
retirement as the Director of 
the School of Planning and 
Architecture in New Delhi. 
He told me that he is not 
abreast of the happenings in 
his previous department in 
Goa, though he lives in our 

ancestral home in the village. 
I consulted him about this 
fiasco. His first comment was 
that the land on which the 
nightclub was built was an 
“eco-sensitive zone, subject to 
tidal action”. According to 
the Goa Regional Plan (2001-
21), which was approved in 
2008, no construction can be 
permitted on such land.

The second mandatory 
requirement that was disre-
garded was that there has to 
be a minimum distance of 
70 metres between any 
building and the spot which 
a fire tender can access. In 
the Arpora case, the fire 
tenders had to operate from 
a distance of 400 metres, 
which was obviously inef-
fective. Planners should 
have pointed out these 

requirements to those 
empowered to permit con-
struction.

Most native Goans feel 
that there is no governance 
in their state. It has col-
lapsed beyond repair and 
only a change of guard can 
stem the rot.

The CM is attempting to 
shift the blame to officials. 
He has suspended a few of 
them and threatened not to 
spare any other who has not 
acted in good faith. He has 
not pointed a finger at any 
politician! But without 
political blessings, these 
violations could not have 
occurred. Goa is too small a 
state for its residents not to 
be aware of the levels to 
which corruption has risen.

The 20 migrants who lost 
their lives represented the 
India that has not benefited 
from PM Narendra Modi’s 
development initiatives and 
the economic advances the 
country has made. There 
appears to be a sense of 
oblivion about the existence 
of this India when decisions 
have to be taken, like they 
have to be taken every day 
by those who rule. When 
Covid struck, our Prime 
Minister abruptly 
announced a lockdown. He 
forgot to factor in the poor 
migrants who were left 
without shelter and suste-
nance. PM Modi’s acolytes 
in Goa apparently don’t 
spare a thought for the 
migrants who go there to 
make a living. Forgetting 
about this parallel, poor 
India is inexcusable.
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Karnataka

Congress gave nothing to North Karnataka in 
Belagavi session: Opposition leader R. Ashok
Bengaluru : The 

Congress government has 
given nothing to North 
Karnataka in the Belagavi 
session. They have only 
told lies, said opposition 
leader R. Ashok, express-
ing outrage.

Speaking to reporters, he 
said that in every Belagavi 
session, discussions take 
place on the problems of 
North Karnataka. This 
time, the BJP had empha-
sized this issue. Even 
though discussions went 
on for a total of 21 hours, it 
was like washing tamarind 
fruit in a river (meaning it 
was futile). CM 
Siddaramaiah, who has 
presented the budget 16 
times, says that injustice 
has been done to North 
Karnataka—if that's the 
case, it is his own failure. 
Even though there are 
Public Works and 
Irrigation Ministers, there 
are potholes in the roads of 
North Karnataka. They say 
they will provide 10,000 
crore rupees every year, 

but later lie by saying it's 
for the entire state.

They first give assuranc-
es on irrigation projects, 
then say there is a court 
injunction. The Govindarav 
Commission report is still 
not complete. CM 
Siddaramaiah is a com-
plete liar and has told lies. 
People thought the Chief 
Minister would announce 
something new. But they 
have made it as if there is 
no electricity, snatching 
away the light from the 
entire North Karnataka. 
They have only made alle-

gations against the central 
government. They haven't 
provided land for the cen-
tral railway project, nor 
their share for the waste 
management project. Even 
though the central govern-
ment provided a grant for 
the development of the 
Ellamma Temple project, 
they haven't started it. 
Even though about 50 crore 
rupees were given for 
Belagavi's lakes, they 
haven't used it. Congress 
MPs asked a question in 
the Lok Sabha about the 
release of funds for the Jal 

Jeevan Mission scheme, 
and the answer was to sub-
mit the bill. Officials told 
the CC Patil committee that 
they couldn't submit the 
bill.

Even after all this, Congress 
leaders claim they have done 
development. When our MLAs 
asked about the Grihalakshmi 
funds, no answer was given. 
When asked where the 5,000 
crore rupees went, no answer 
was provided on that either. 
This is a government of debt-
ors, engaging in corruption 
and looting. Under this gov-
ernment, things have become 
even worse for North 
Karnataka. The MLAs are 
wasting time by holding din-
ner parties. If there is no rift, 
everyone should have been 
present when the Chief 
Minister was speaking in the 
House. But only 6 ministers 
were there. About 50% of the 
MLAs were not present at all. 
Here, there is no guarantee 
for the Chief Minister. This 
government has given an 
empty vessel to North 
Karnataka, he alleged.

Bengaluru: Infrastructure 
Development Minister M. B. 
Patil said on Friday that the 
State Government is aware 
that permission from 
Bengaluru International 
Airport Limited (BIAL) is 
required to construct a sec-
ond international airport 
near the State capital, and 
that the relevant condition 
remains valid until 2033. With 
this in view, and adopting a 
long-term perspective, the 
Government has initiated 
preparatory work well in 
advance, he said.He has 
responded to the matter 
raised during the recent ses-
sion of Parliament regarding 
the proposed second interna-
tional airport for Bengaluru. 
At the time of commissioning 
Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA), a condition 
was imposed prohibiting the 
development of another air-
port within a 150-km radius 
until 2033. However, similar 
conditions have been relaxed 
in cities such as New Delhi 

and Navi Mumbai to facilitate 
the development of second 
airports. This matter will be 
addressed appropriately at 
the appropriate time, he said.

Patil explained that several 
critical steps are involved in 
establishing an airport, 
including site identification, 
inspections, land acquisition 
and disbursement of compen-
sation. Completing these pro-
cesses alone would take at 
least five to six years. 
Approval from BIAL would 
be required only after these 
stages are completed. 
Therefore, tenders have been 
invited through the 
Karnataka State Industrial 
and Infrastructure 

Development Corporation 
(KSIIDC) to prepare a location 
suitability report along with a 
comprehensive technical and 
financial feasibility study.

A period of five months will 
be provided for submission of 
the report to the Government. 
While preparing it, factors 
such as passenger density, 
potential for industrial and 
tourism growth, infrastructure 
availability, geographical fea-
tures, rainfall patterns, sewer-
age, noise pollution and waste 
management will be taken into 
consideration.  The 
Government is clear that 
Bengaluru requires another 
international airport, he said. 
A high-level team from the 
Airports Authority of India 
had earlier inspected the sites 
at Choodahalli and 
Somanahalli on Kanakapura 
Road, as well as another loca-
tion on the Nelamangala–
Kunigal Road, and submitted 
its report to the Government. 
Based on this assessment, the 
tenders have now been invited, 

Aware of existing conditions, 
tenders invited with a forward-

looking approach: MB Patil

“‘Soulful Strokes’ – the 6th 
Annual Art Exhibition will be 
held in Chitrakala Parishath

Bengaluru : Celebrating 
the spirit, rhythm, and 
evolving identity of the 
city, artist Barnali pres-
ents her latest art series 
titled “Namma Bengaluru: 
Colours of the City” as 
part of “Soulful Strokes,” 
the 6th Annual Art 
Exhibition organised by 
the Kalashrishti Group of 
Artists at Karnataka 
Chitrakala Parishath, 
Gallery 2 and 3, Kumara 
Krupa Road, Bengaluru.

The exhibition, held 
from December 17 to 21, 
2025, will be open to the 
public daily from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Entry is 
free. Through “Namma 
Bengaluru: Colours of the 
City,” Barnali offers a 
heartfelt visual tribute to 
the city she calls home, 

moving beyond its image 
as a technology-driven 
metropolis to reveal its 
deeper character shaped 
by heritage, greenery, 
memories, and lived expe-
riences. Her artworks 
depict iconic Bengaluru 
landmarks such as 
Cubbon Park, Vidhana 
Soudha, Lalbagh, KR 
Market, and Church 
Street, not as postcard 
images, but as vibrant 
spaces filled with emotion 
and everyday life.

“Bengaluru is not just a 
city I live in. It is a feeling 
I paint,” says Barnali. Her 
works reflect the calm, 
chaos, nostalgia, and 
rhythm of the city, invit-
ing viewers to pause and 
observe moments often 
overlooked in the rush of 

urban life. “In every 
Bengaluru street, there is 
a story waiting to be 
remembered. From 
Cubbon Park to KR 
Market, my art captures 
the rhythm of everyday 
Bengaluru,” she adds.

Curated by Bernari Ray, 
Soulful Strokes features 
works by eminent artists 
Vikram, Archana Shailesh, 
Haribabu, Chaitanya, 
Latha, Sanjay Kumar, 
Manoj Ajay Gurunatha, 
and Suparna Rajan, along 
with promising student art-
ists Adrija Chatterjee and 
Samita Ghosh. The exhibi-
tion brings together diverse 
artistic styles and contem-
porary themes, highlight-
ing evolving narratives in 
Indian art while encourag-
ing emerging talent.

Nethradhama 
Launches Karnataka’s 
First Mobile Unit for 
Bladeless Eye 
Surgery;

Bengaluru : In a major leap 
for precision eye surgery in 
Karnataka, Nethradhama 
Superspeciality Eye Hospital 
has launched the Ziemer Z8 
Neo, a state-of-the-art multi-
purpose femtosecond laser 
system, now being delivered 
across multiple centres with-
in the city through a custom-
engineered mobile unit.We 
were among the earliest 
adopters of Femtosecond laser 
technology in India,” said 
Prof. Dr. Sri Ganesh, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director, Nethradhama, “We 
were the first in India to 
install the Catalys platform 
for bladeless cataract surgery 
and the first in the country to 
introduce the VisuMax 800 
system offering SMILE Pro. 
From introducing the state’s 
first Catalys platform for 
bladeless cataract surgery to 
pioneering SMILE in South 
India, innovation has always 
been part of our DNA. With 
the Z8 Neo, we have elevated 
this further, not just by 
upgrading our in-centre capa-
bilities, but also by mobilising 
the technology itself. Our spe-
cially engineered van, with 
climate and shock control, 
allows us to rotate the 
machine between five centres.

Nothing wrong in Satish Jarkiholi’s dinner 
meeting: DCM DK Shivakumar

Belagavi: Deputy Chief 
Mi nist er  D K 
Shivakumar on 
Thursday said there 
was nothing wrong in 
Satish Jarkiholi hosting 
a dinner meeting of leg-
islators, asserting that 
such gatherings were 
common. Speaking to 
reporters at the Circuit 
House, he remarked 
that no one could object 
to a dinner meeting and 
said he had no role in 
organising it.

Responding to BJP 
leader B.Y. Vijayendra’s 
remarks branding him 
the “father of corrup-
tion” and alleging that 

the Congress was an 
ATM for the High 
Command, Shivakumar 
said the allegations 
must be proven and that 
time would answer 
Vijayendra.

On his personal secre-
tary Rajendra Prasad’s 
accident, the Deputy 
CM said he was stable 
and out of danger, 
though advised rest. 
Expressing grief over 
the death of a youth in 
the  accident , 
Shivakumar said the 
government would 
ensure adequate com-
pensation to the 
bereaved family.

KREDL 
celebrates 
Energy 
Conservation 
Week
Bengaluru : Hundreds of 
students from various 
schools participated in the 
National Energy 
Conservation Day celebra-
tions held at KREDL’s head-
quarters in Nagarbhavi 
today.The Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (BEE) under the 
Union Ministry of Power, 
mandates the observance of 
Energy Conservation Week 
across all states. The 
National Energy 
Conservation Week is typi-
cally observed from 
December 14 (Energy 
Conservation Day) to 
December 20, promoting 
energy efficiency through 
awareness, activities, and 
awards for industries, insti-
tutions, and students, with 
events like the painting 
competitions and National 
Energy Conservation 
Awards (NECA) encourag-
ing saving energy for future 
generations. 

T
he primary motive 
behind the formation 
of National Highways 
(NH) in India is to 

provide a robust and efficient 
transportation network that 
connects different regions, 
promotes economic growth, 
and enhances national inte-
gration.

The statutory system NH 
is supposed to be 

maintained
Under the National 

Highways Act, 1956, was 
enacted to develop and main-
tain a network of high-quality 
roads that connect major cit-
ies, ports, and industrial cen-

ters in the country.The Union 
government has invested 
heavily in the development of 
National Highways, with a 
focus on improving infra-
structure, reducing conges-
tion, and enhancing safety. 
By achieving these objec-
tives, the National Highways 
aim to contribute to 
India&#39;s economic 
growth, social development, 
and overall prosperity. India 
has a total of 599 National 
Highways

(NH) covering a length of 
approximately 1,51,874 kilo-
meters. These highways play 
a crucial role in connecting 
different regions and foster-
ing economic growth and 
development throughout the 
country.

Existing impediments on 
NH in many spots

Contrary to the objective of 
national highways, some 
political party activists and 
other sector persons have 
extensively and haphazardly 
erected  eligious structures 
and statues on many National 
Highways across the country, 
causing serious disruption to 
road traffic and leading to 
accidents. Consequently, the 
National Highways Authority 

approached the Supreme 
Court.

Finally the Supreme Court 
of India has directed all States 
and UTs to stop granting per-
mission for installing statues 
or any structures on public 
roads, pavements, and utility 

areas that obstruct traffic, 
emphasizing public safety 
and free movement. From 
around 2013 the SC orders 
covered National Highways 
too, except setting up of 
streetlights etc. 

This ruling pertained to 
cases challenging unauthor-
ized constructions, with 
courts stressing public funds 
should serve people, not glo-
rify leaders through road 
encroachments.

 The Supreme Court of 
India has directed all States 
and UTs to stop granting per-
mission for installing statues 
or any structures on public 
roads, pavements, and utility 
areas that obstruct traffic, 
ensuring public safety and 
free movement, in orders 
from around 2013, applying 
this to National Highways 
too, while allowing essential 
traffic structures like street-
lights. This ruling came from 
cases challenging unauthor-
ized constructions, with 
courts stressing public funds 
should serve people, not glo-
rify leaders through road 
encroachments.

“A total of 2,524 unauthor-
ized statues have been erect-
ed in various government 

lands across the Andhara 
Pradesh state alone. Among 
them, 38 are on  ational high-
ways, 1,671 on state roads, 
and 815 on state highways. A 
government order (GO) was 
issued in 2013, prohibiting 
installation of statues on pub-
lic roads, footpaths, side-
walks, and other public utili-
ty spaces. 

As per the GO issued in 
2019, no permissions have 
been granted for existing stat-
ues, nor for their removal. 
Collectors will take decisions 
based on the guidelines, It 
must be said that these hap-
hazardly constructed statues, 
encroachments on roads, and 
religious structures are 
becoming a serious obstacle 
to national highways and 
severely undermining the 
central government&#39;s 
objective. 

Therefore, it is the respon-
sibility of the respective state 
governments to immediately 
intervene, remove any stat-
ues or religious structures 
that are causing obstruction, 
regardless of who they repre-
sent, and uphold the purpose 
of the national highways, 
thereby implementing the 
Supreme Court orders.

Highways Clogged by Encroachments, Shrines and Statues

Chaladi Purnachandra Rao
Senior Journalist

“A total of 2,524 
unauthorized statues 
have been erected 
in various govern-
ment lands across 
the Andhara 
Pradesh state alone. 
Among them, 38 are 
on  ational high-
ways, 1,671 on state 
roads, and 815 on 
state highways. A 
government order 
(GO) was issued in 
2013, prohibiting 
installation of statues 
on public roads, 
footpaths, sidewalks, 
and other public 
utility spaces. 

Bengaluru: Varshini 
Aparna has won one 
gold medal, three silver 
medals, and one bronze 
medal in the 63rd 
National Roller Skating 
Championship-2025 
held in Visakhapatnam.

Aparna, who was 
being trained by Best 
C l u b  C o a c h 
Raghavendra G. V., has 
increased the glory of 
the country by achiev-
ing this unique achieve-
ment.

Speaking at the same 
time, Varshini Aparna 
said that with the great 

desire to win a gold 
medal in skating, she 
trained continuously 
under the good guid-
ance of Coach 
R a g h a v e n d r a . G . V . 
Thus, she expressed 

her joy that it helped 
her win the gold medal.

Coach Raghavendra 
G.V. Speaking, he said 
that the BEST Club is 
working with the aim 
of encouraging and 

supporting boys and 
girls who are interest-
ed in skating,

and so far hundreds 
of skaters have played 
at the national and 
state levels and 
achieved fame.

The state's Sports 
Department is provid-
ing appropriate coop-
eration to the skating 
sport. He said that it is 
our hope that the youth 
of our state should rep-
resent the sport of skat-
ing at the international 
level and bring fame to 
our state.

Varshini Aparna brings glory to the state by winning 1 gold, 3 silver,
 1 bronze in the 63rd National Roller Skating Championship
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Tamil Nadu

COIMBATORE: Back on 
the ground to address a 
public meet in Erode, the 
first major event in the 
State after the Karur 
stampede in September, 
TVK president Vijay 
adopted anti-DMK phras-
es used by late AIADMK 
l e a d e r s  M G 
Ramachandran and J 
Jayalalithaa to declare 
that the 2026 Assembly 
polls will be a battle 
between ‘theeya sakthi’ 
(evil force) DMK and 
‘thooya sakthi’ (pure 
force) TVK.

Addressing his first 
major open public meet 
after the Karur stampede 
on September 27, the 
actor-turned-politician 
said, “I repeat that the 
battle is only between 
‘theeya sakthi’ and 
‘thooya sakthi’.

“Even MGR and 
Jayalalithaa used to 

describe DMK as an evil 
force,” he said, adding: 
“Both Anna and MGR are 
Tamil Nadu’s assets. No 
one can either claim own-
ership or complain about 
invoking their legacy. 
The DMK loots under the 
pretext of following 
Periyar’s principles.”

That was not the only 
invocation of the late 
AIADMK leaders. Listing 
out DMK’s unfulfilled 
poll promises, including 
scrapping NEET, waiv-
ing education loans, Rs 
100 subsidy on cooking 
gas, Vijay echoed former 
chief  minister 
Jayalalithaa’s style of 
asking the crowd, “son-
nargale, senchangala? 
(They promised, but did 
they do?).

While all Dravidian 
outfits collectively claim 
Periyar’s legacy, Vijay’s 
calibrated appropriation 
of AIADMK founder 
MGR and his successor 
Jayalalithaa, whom the 
party celebrates as its 
mascots, is unlikely to go 
unchallenged.

“Why are you in jitters 
if TVK is not a concern? 
You trust in looted 
money, but I firmly 
believe in the support of 
people,” he said, adding 
that TVK will oppose 
only those in power and 
not those who are not in 
the contest,” he said.

Social connection linked to improved health 
and reduced risk of early death

T
he World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
Commission on Social 
Connection has released 

its global report revealing that 1 
in 6 people worldwide is affected 
by loneliness, with significant 
impacts on health and well-
being. Loneliness is linked to an 
estimated 100 deaths every 
hour—more than 871 000 deaths 
annually. Strong social connec-
tions can lead to better health 
and longer life, the report says.

“In this Report, we pull back 
the curtain on loneliness and 
isolation as a defining challenge 
of our time. Our Commission 
lays out a road map for how we 
can build more connected lives 
and underscores the profound 
impact this can have on health, 
educational, and economic out-
comes,” said Dr Vivek Murthy, 
Co-chair of the WHO 
Commission on Social 
Connection, and former Surgeon 
General of the United States of 
America.

WHO defines social connec-
tion as the ways people relate to 
and interact with others. 
Loneliness is described as the 
painful feeling that arises from 
a gap between desired and actu-
al social connections, while 
social isolation refers to the 
objective lack of sufficient social 
connections. “In this age when 
the possibilities to connect are 
endless, more and more people 
are finding themselves isolated 
and lonely," said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 

Director-General. "Apart from 
the toll it takes on individuals, 
families and communities, left 
unaddressed, loneliness and 
social isolation will continue to 
cost society billions in terms of 
health care, education, and 
employment. I welcome the 
Commission's report, which 
shines a light on the scale and 
impact of loneliness and isola-
tion, and outlines key areas in 
which we can help people to 
reconnect in ways that matter 
most.”

Scale and causes of loneliness 
and social isolation

Loneliness affects people of all 
ages, especially youth and peo-
ple living in low- and middle-
income countries (LMIC). 
Between 17–21% of individuals 
aged 13–29-year-olds reported 
feeling lonely, with the highest 
rates among teenagers. About 
24% of people in low-income 
countries reported feeling lone-
ly — twice the rate in high-

income countries (about 11%).
“Even in a digitally connect-

ed world, many young people 
feel alone. As technology 
reshapes our lives, we must 
ensure it strengthens—not 
weakens—human connection. 
Our report shows that social 
connection must be integrated 
into all policies—from digital 
access to health, education, 
and employment,” said Chido 
Mpemba, Co-chair of the WHO 
Commission on Social 
Connection and Advisor to 
the African Union 
Chairperson. 

While data on social isolation 
is more limited, it is estimated 
to affect up to 1 in 3 older adults 
and 1 in 4 adolescents. Some 
groups, such as people with dis-
abilities, refugees or migrants, 
LGBTQ+ individuals, and indig-
enous groups and ethnic minori-
ties, may face discrimination or 
additional barriers that make 
social connection harder.

Loneliness and social isola-
tion have multiple causes. They 
include, for instance, poor 
health, low income and educa-
tion, living alone, inadequate 
community infrastructure and 
public policies, and digital tech-
nologies. The report under-
scores the need for vigilance 
around the effects of excessive 
screen time or negative online 
interactions on the mental 
health and well-being of young 
people.  

Impacts on health, quality of life 
and economies

Social connection can protect 
health across the lifespan. It 
can reduce inflammation, lower 
the risk of serious health prob-
lems, foster mental health, and 
prevent early death. It can also 
strengthen the social fabric, 
contributing to making commu-
nities healthier, safer and more 
prosperous. In contrast, loneli-
ness and social isolation 
increase the risk of stroke, 
heart disease, diabetes, cogni-
tive decline, and premature 
death. It also affects mental 
health, with people who are 
lonely twice as likely to get 
depressed. Loneliness can also 
lead to anxiety, and thoughts of 
self-harm or suicide.The 
impacts extend to learning and 
employment. Teenagers who 
felt lonely were 22% more like-
ly to get lower grades or qualifi-
cations. Adults who are lonely 
may find it harder to find or 
maintain employment and may 
earn less over time.

Catastrophe looming, CM Stalin 
cautions PM Modi; urges swift 
resolution to tariff row with US

CHENNAI: From thou-
sands of small and medi-
um enterprises in textile 
and leather pushed to the 
brink of collapse to lakhs 
of jobs consequently 
hanging in balance, the 
punitive 50 per cent tariff 
imposed by the United 
States on exports from 
India is not merely an 
economic challenge but a 
looming humanitarian 
challenge, cautioned 
Chief Minister MK Stalin, 
urging Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to imme-
diately intervene and 
resolve the issue.

In a letter to the Prime 
Minister on Thursday, 
Stalin expressed his deep 
sense of urgency and con-
cern over the crisis faced 
by exporters in Tamil 
Nadu, particularly the 
textile, leather and foot-

wear sectors. The State 
accounts for 28 per cent of 
textile and 40 per cent 
share in leather and foot-
wear exports, both of 
which are now reeling 
under the tariff imposed 
by President Donald 
Trump.

Citing an example, the 
chief minister said 
exporters in Tirupur, 
called the knitwear capi-
tal of India, have reported 
a staggering loss of Rs 
15,000 crore in confirmed 
orders. And, with new 
orders drying up at an 
alarming rate, these units 
were forced to enforce 
production cuts up to 30 
per cent.

“This has translated 

into a combined daily 
loss of Rs 60 crore in rev-
enues for exporters in 
Tirupur, Coimbatore, 
Erode and Karur dis-
tricts, pushing many 
small and medium enter-
prises to the brink of col-
lapse. A similar dismal 
scenario is witnessed in 
our footwear clusters in 
Vellore, Ranipet and 
Tirupattur districts,” he 
said.

Pushed to a corner by 
tariffs, exporters are 
compelled to offer deep 
discounts to retain cli-
ents, which is eroding 
their viability. “The rip-
ple effects are profound: 
lakhs of jobs hang in the 
balance, with the sectors 

already witnessing lay-
offs and wage deferrals 
that threaten the stability 
of entire communities.”

This is not merely a 
short-term hurdle, but 
could prove to be disas-
trous in the long run, 
Stalin warned. 
International buyers are 
rapidly diverting orders 
to competitors like 
Vietnam, Bangladesh and 
Cambodia, which have a 
tariff advantage over 
India. “Once these mar-
kets are lost, regaining 
them would be an uphill 
battle, as entrenched sup-
ply chains rarely revert. 
This has ominous long-
term implications for the 
future employment pros-
pects of our youth, espe-
cially women.”

In the letter, the chief 
minister urged Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to prioritise the resolu-
tion of tariff deadlock 
through a bilateral 
agreement at the earliest 
possible juncture. “A 
swift decision would not 
only revive our export-
ers' fortunes but also 
reinforce India's posi-
tion as a reliable global 
manufacturing hub,” 
Stalin added.

Thousands of 
textile, leather 
export units 
on verge of 
collapse, lakhs 
of workers 
staring at 
joblessness

BJP defends VB- G RAM 
G overhaul, says new Bill 
aims at Viksit Bharat
CHENNAI (TSIT): BJP state 
unit on Friday dismissed 
allegations surrounding 
the revamping of the 
Mahatma Gandhi 
National  Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS), 
asserting that the Centre 
has introduced a compre-
hensive new law to mod-
ernise rural employment 
and livelihood pro-
grammes, and not merely 
renamed an existing 
scheme.

In a statement, TN BJP 
chief spokesperson 
Narayanan Thirupathy 
said the National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme was originally 
enacted by Parliament in 
2005 to ensure livelihood 
security for rural house-
holds and was renamed 
MGNREGS only in 2009. 

The programme, he 
noted, focused on creat-
ing durable assets such 
as water bodies, roads, 
afforestation projects and 
soil conservation works.

“After more than two 
decades, the scheme has 
now been comprehen-
sively revamped through 
the Viksit Bharat–
Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission 

(Gramin) Bill, 2025, 
replacing the old frame-
work with a new, reform-
oriented law aligned with 
contemporary needs and 
national infrastructure 
priorities,” Narayanan 
said. 

He emphasised that the 
objective was adaptation 

and reform, not a mere 
change in nomenclature  
funding trends, the BJP 
leader pointed out that 
the scheme’s allocation 
had increased from Rs 
33,000 crore in 2014 to Rs 
86,000 crore last year, and 
now stands at Rs 1,51,852 
crore under the new Bill, 
with the Centre contrib-
uting 60%. 

He rejected Chief 
Minister M K Stalin’s 
claim of reduced Central 
funding for sponsored 
schemes, stating that 
BJP-led governments had 
released Rs 84 lakh crore 
to States over the past 
decade, compared to Rs 
22 lakh crore during the 
Congress-led UPA 
regime.

Under the new law, 
guaranteed employment 
has been increased from 
100 to 125 days, with a 
60-day pause during peak 
agricultural seasons to 
prevent disruption of 
farm activities. The 
scheme is fully digitised 
to eliminate irregulari-
ties, prioritises women, 
senior citizens and per-
sons with disabilities, 
and empowers gram pan-
chayats with greater 
authority.

In a statement, TN BJP 
chief spokesperson 

Narayanan Thirupathy 
said the National 
Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme 
was originally 
enacted by 

Parliament in 2005 to 
ensure livelihood 
security for rural 

households and was 
renamed MGNREGS 

only in 2009.

IIT-M, Google launch AI capacity-building 
programme for govt officials
CHENNAI: The Indian 
Institute of Technology 
Madras (IIT-M), through 
its Centre for Responsible 
AI (CeRAI) at the 
Wadhwani School of Data 
Science and Artificial 
Intelligence (WSAI), on 
Friday announced the 
launch of a new capacity-
building programme 
aimed at training Indian 
government officials in the 
design, procurement and 
large-scale deployment of 
responsible artificial intel-
ligence (AI) systems.

Developed in partner-
ship with Google and the 
Digital Futures Lab (DFL), 
an independent interdisci-
plinary research studio, 
the initiative was unveiled 

during the Conclave on 
Strengthening Human 
Capital for the AI Era, held 
at the IIT-M campus here. 
The programme seeks to 
equip government officials 
with critical technical, 
operational and gover-
nance capabilities required 
for the effective and ethical 
use of AI in public institu-
tions. With AI increasingly 
shaping domains such as 
education, service delivery 
and digital governance, the 

initiative addresses the 
urgent need for AI literacy, 
informed decision-making 
and robust oversight 
frameworks within the 
public sector.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of responsible AI 
adoption, B Ravindran, 
Head of WSAI, IIT-M, said 
that as AI systems begin to 
influence decision-making 
at scale, trust, inclusion and 
accountability must form 
the bedrock of their develop-
ment and deployment. He 
noted that the conclave aims 
to foster open dialogue 
among diverse stakeholders 
and co-create policy-rele-
vant, context-aware frame-
works reflecting the realities 
of the Global South.

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi flags off upgraded 
Poonamallee e-bus depot, 125 new electric buses
CHENNAI: Deputy Chief 
Minister Udhayanidhi 
Stalin on Friday flagged off 
the upgraded Poonamallee 
electric bus depot of the 
Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation, developed at a 
cost of Rs 43.53 crore, and 
inaugurated the operation 
of 125 new low-floor electric 
buses procured at an outlay 
of Rs 214.50 crore as part of 
the third phase of the elec-
tric bus rollout in Chennai.

The newly launched fleet 
includes 45 low-floor air-
conditioned electric buses 
and 80 non-air-conditioned 
low-floor electric buses. 
Officials said the addition 
would strengthen electric 
bus services on major city 

routes and enhance com-
muter comfort.

Transport and Electricity 
Minister S.S. Sivasankar, 
Minorities Welfare and 
Non-Resident Tamils 
Welfare Minister S.M. 
Nasar, Poonamallee MLA 
A. Krishnasamy, Transport 

Department Principal 
Secretary Shunchonngam 
Jatak Chiru, Managing 
Director of the Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation T. 
Prabhu Shankar, 
Tiruvallur District 
Collector M. Prathap and 
Joint Managing Director 

Ram. Sundarapandian 
attended the event, along 
with senior officials and 
representatives of transport 
unions.

The launch is part of 
Chennai’s phased expansion 
of electric bus infrastructure. 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 
had inaugurated the electric 
bus depot at Vyasarpadi and 
flagged off 120 non-air-condi-
tioned electric buses on June 
30. On August 11, the Deputy 
Chief Minister launched the 
upgraded Perumbakkam elec-
tric bus depot, developed at a 
cost of Rs 49.56 crore, and 
introduced 135 low-floor elec-
tric buses, including 55 air-
conditioned and 80 deluxe 
buses, at a cost of Rs 233 crore.

Theeya Vs Thooya war: 
Vijay adopts MGR’s 

anti-DMK slogan

Rs 7.7 Cr sports 
medicine wing 
to come up at 
Omandurar 
Hospital

CHENNAI: State Minister 
for Health and Family 
Welfare Ma Subramanian 
on Friday announced 
that a dedicated medicine 
wing for sportspersons, 
built at a cost of Rs 7.70 
crore, will soon be inau-
gurated at the Tamil 
Nadu Government Multi 
Super Speciality Hospital 
(TNGMSSH) in 
Omandurar estate by the 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin.

Addressing reporters 
after presiding over an 
appreciation ceremony at 
the TNGMSSH, the 
Minister said the facility 
has emerged as a bench-
mark institution in 
advanced tertiary care. 
“Over the past four-and-
a-half years, the hospital 
has successfully per-
formed more than 20,000 
interventional cardiology 
procedures and around 
500 robotic surgeries, 
marking a major mile-
stone in public health-
care delivery,” he said.

 The minister noted 
that a state-of-the-art 
robotic surgery system 
was procured in 2022 at a 
cost of Rs 34 crore, 
enabling the hospital to 
offer advanced.

No more Pit Bulls, 
Rottweilers in 
Chennai from Dec 20

CHENNAI: From December 
20, 2025, applications for 
new pet licences for Pit 
Bull and Rottweiler 
breeds will be prohibited 
within the Greater 
Chennai Corporation 
(GCC) limits. The ban, 
initiated by the GCC’s 
Veterinary Department, 
seeks to stop the issuance 
of new licences and the 
renewal of annual licenc-
es for the two breeds, 
which the Corporation 
has classified as aggres-
sive and posing a risk to 
public safety. According 
to the resolution passed, 
while existing licensed 
dogs will not be seized, 
owners of Pit Bull and 
Rottweiler dogs already 
holding valid pet licences 
will be required to use a 
leash and muzzle when-
ever the dogs are taken 
outside their homes. 
Failure to comply will 
attract a fine of Rs. 5,000.

The Corporation has 
also proposed a penalty of 
Rs.1 lakh for persons who 
purchase or rear Pit Bull 
or Rottweiler dogs with-
out a licence after the cut-
off date. Officials said the 
move is aimed at prevent-
ing fresh ownership of the 
breeds within city limits. 
The proposal characteris-
es Pit Bull and Rottweiler 
dogs as ferocious and 
aggressive breeds, linking 
them to a significant share 
of recent dog attack com-
plaints and incidents 
involving harm to the 
public. It notes that while 
these dogs may behave 
normally in familiar sur-
roundings and with 
known individuals, their 
conduct can become 
unpredictable in the pres-
ence of unfamiliar people 
or in new environments, 
particularly in public 
spaces and shared resi-
dential areas. Citing the 
fear and safety risks posed 
to the general public and 
the issue as a breed-specif-
ic concern, the council 
proposes stricter controls 
including licensing 
restrictions, mandatory 
leashing and muzzling, 
and steep penalties are 
necessary to prevent fur-
ther incidents.
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Maruti Suzuki WagonR surpasses 
35 lakh production milestone

· One of the few models to achieve the 35 lakh 
production figure in India

New Delhi December 2025: Maruti 
Suzuki India Limited (“Maruti 
Suzuki”) celebrates a historic mile-
stone of 35 lakh units of cumulative 
production, across three genera-
tions, of the iconic WagonR. This 
milestone marks the extraordinary 
journey of trust and emotional con-
nect of the brand with millions of 
customers across India. Launched 
in December 1999, the WagonR 
joins the ranks of Alto and Swift in 
crossing this significant milestone. 
Maruti Suzuki WagonR is current-
ly manufactured at the Company’s 
facilities in Gurgaon and Manesar, 
in Haryana.Mr. Hisashi Takeuchi, 
Managing Director & CEO, Maruti 
Suzuki India Limited, said, “This 
achievement is not just a produc-
tion milestone, but reflects the 
enduring love and confidence that 
generations of customers have 
shown towards brand WagonR. It 
is rare for a vehicle to receive such 
acceptance even after 25 years 
since its launch. The WagonR kept 

evolving with the introduction of 
new technology and features over 
time, while retaining its original 
DNA. The WagonR has been highly 
appreciated for aspects like its 
iconic tall-boy design, spacious 
interiors and fuel efficiency, which 
aptly reflect our customers’ needs 
and expectations. We are deeply 
grateful for their continued sup-
port and remain committed to pro-
viding ‘Joy of Mobility’ for genera-
tions to come.”

In Japan, Suzuki WagonR was 
first introduced in September 1993. 
Developed as a semi-bonnet style 
mini wagon, it gained immense 
popularity as a comfortable and 
easy-to-use car. It is manufactured 
across Japan, India, Hungary, and 
Indonesia. At present, WagonR is 
sold in more than 75 countries and 
regions across the world, includ-
ing Japan, India and Europe. In 
August 2025, the Suzuki WagonR 
crossed the accumulated sales of 1 
crore units.

Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 
2025: Young Innovators Drive 

Tech for Sustainability
For decades, environmen-
tal sustainability was seen 
as sacrifice and compro-
mise. With the support 
and mentorship from 
Samsung’s flagship educa-
tion programme, Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow (SFT) 
2025, in partnership with 
IIT Delhi, the young inno-
vators flipped the narra-
tive: technology can drive 
prosperity while protect-
ing the planet. Thousands 
of students across India 
designed cutting-edge 
solutions under the theme 
“ E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Sustainability via 
Technology” - focusing on 
resource conservation, 
waste management, clean 
water, and carbon reduc-
tion.

Here’s what this new 
generation of changemak-
ers achieved:

1. Innovation Rooted in 
Urgency and Growth

Students developed 
technologies that conserve 
water, energy, waste, and 
biodiversity, turning sus-
tainability into a catalyst 
for economic and social 
progress.

2. Theme Winner 
Prithvi Rakshak: 
Transforming Waste into 

Wealth
The standout Samsung 

Solve for Tomorrow 2025 
winner, Prithvi Rakshak, 
is a modular AI-powered 
vermicomposting system 
developed by three teenag-
ers - Abhishek Dhanda, 
Prabhkirat Singh, and 
Rachita Chandok. Their 
innovation automates 
organic waste conversion 
into nutrient-rich compost 
with smart sensors, mak-
ing it suitable for schools, 
markets, and communi-
ties.

3. Other Leading 
Innovations Challenging 
Environmental Issues

Additional top teams 
tackled critical environ-
mental challenges:

Drop of Hope (Uttar 
Pradesh): A device to 
extract water from air 

using solar atmospheric 
condensation

Renewable Desalination 
(Assam): Low-cost & ener-
gy efficient desalination 
system to deliver clean 
drinking water SmalBlu 
(Gujarat): AI platform to 
optimize enterprise data 
infra & reduce carbon foot-
print in cloud infrastruc-
ture VOXMAPS (Madhya 
Pradesh): LiDAR & HD 
imaging sensors mounted 
drones to collect pollution 
data & create Voxel maps

4. Support for Scaling 
Impact

Winners received up to 
₹1 crore incubation sup-
port at IIT Delhi, with 
additional awards for top 
teams, including ₹1 lakh 
grants, Goodwill Awards 
and Young Innovator 
Awards and Samsung 

Galaxy Z Flip smart-
phones for the top 20 
teams.

5. A Growing, 
Decentralised Innovation 
Ecosystem

The 2025 edition saw 
increasing participation 
from Tier-II and Tier-III 
cities, with alumni men-
toring newcomers and 
access to IIT Delhi’s FITT 
Labs for prototype devel-
opment. This reflects the 
spread of STEM innova-
tion beyond metropolitan 
hubs.

6. Empathy-Driven, 
Responsible Innovation

Students were guided 
through design-thinking 
focused on solving real-
world problems responsi-
bly, prioritizing societal 
impact and sustainable AI 
solutions.

7. Legacy of 
Changemaking

Since 2010, Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow has 
engaged 2.9 million young 
innovators in 68 countries, 
empowering students with 
mentorship and tools to 
create impactful STEM 
solutions. India’s diverse 
and vibrant contribution 
continues to grow year on 
year.

Vi Partners with Niyo 
to Offer Zero Forex 
Markup Cards for 
International Travellers

L
eading telecom 
operator Vi 
has partnered 
with travel 

banking fintech Niyo, 
to Provide Zero 
Markup Forex Card 
delivery for Vi cus-
tomers travelling 
abroad this holiday 
season. This first-of-
its-kind partnership 
by a telco, enables Vi 
customers travelling 
overseas on holiday, 
business or higher 
education to receive a 
Niyo Zero Forex 
Markup Card deliv-
ered to their doorstep 
within 24 hours.

With the Niyo part-
nership, Vi is adding a 
strong financial con-
venience layer to this 
travel ecosystem. Vi 
Customers can 
request for the Zero 
mark-up Niyo Forex 
card on Vi App. A 
Niyo executive will 
assist Vi users with 
KYC verification, card 
setup and a trial trans-
action. Customers can 
input their name and 
pin code details to 
determine if their 
location is serviced by 
Niyo Express. For 
locations outside of 
the Express purview, 
customers can down-
load the Niyo App and 
activate their card 
digitally.

As a special intro-
ductory offer for Vi 
customers, Niyo is 
offering their flagship 
Niyo Premium service 
(worth Rs 999/ year) 
completely free, which 
gives travellers a host 
of benefits such as:

●        Rs 10,000 worth 
of annual savings on 
travel

●        Zero conve-
nience fee on visa & 

flight bookings on 
Niyo app

●        Flat 10% off on 
international hotels 
on Niyo app

●        1 free lounge 
access every quarter

●        1 free ATM 
withdrawal every 
quarter

Accepted in more 
than 180 countries, the 
Niyo Forex card pro-
cesses international 
transactions at base 
exchange rates and 
helps customers avoid 
the usual 3 to 5 per-
cent forex mark-up 
that increases the cost 
of spending overseas.

This new initiative 
aligns with Vi’s con-
tinued focus on 
strengthening its 
International 
Roaming proposition 
combining first in 
Industry propositions 
for the benefit of 
International 
Travellers. Recently 
Vi had announced spe-
cial roaming dis-
counts for secondary 
members on Vi 
Family Postpaid 
plans, whereby 
Secondary members 
receive a 10 percent 
discount and REDX 
Family users receive a 
25 percent discount on 
IR packs. Vi also part-
nered with Aditya 
Birla Health 
Insurance to offer 
Travel Insurance 
cover of Rs.40 Lakh, at 
an attractive price 
point — just Rs.285 
with all Vi IR Packs. 
Additionally, Vi’s 
partnership with Blue 
Ribbon Bags extends 
delayed/lost baggage 
protection with com-
pensation of up to Rs 
19,800 per bag at just 
Rs 99. 

Celebrate Christmas in Dubai: Festive 
Dining Experiences Across the City

Dubai: This Christmas season, Dubai’s top 
hotels are offering an array of festive din-
ing experiences, combining culinary 
delights, entertainment, and the city’s 
magical holiday ambiance. From elegant 
brunches to lavish dinners, families and 
friends can indulge in seasonal flavours at 
some of the city’s most luxurious venues. 
St. Regis Downtown Dubai – BASTA! & 
Ginori Terrace: Guests can enjoy Italian 
festive specials, live stations, and canal 
views from December 4th–30th. Christmas 
Eve Dinner is priced at AED 450 (includ-
ing house beverages), while Christmas 
Brunch on December 25 ranges from AED 
395 for children to AED 850 for premium 
adults.Royal Mansour Marrakech – La 
Gastronomie: From late December to 
early January, enjoy refined festive 

menus with French, Italian, and 
Moroccan classics. Pricing varies depend-
ing on à la carte or set menus. 
Ciel Dubai Marina – East 14: Celebrate 
Christmas Eve on December 24 with bold 
Asian flavours, live dim sum, and sushi 
stations overlooking Dubai Marina. Prices 
range from AED 325 to AED 595 per adult, 
with discounts for children under 12. 
Palazzo Versace Dubai – Giardino: Enjoy 
an international buffet on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day (24–25 December) with 
prices from AED 275–445 per adult, while 
children aged four and below dine free. 
Armani Hotel Dubai – Armani/
Mediterraneo: Christmas Eve Buffet on 
December 24 features seasonal favourites 
in a cozy setting, priced at AED 420 per 
adult with soft drinks, and discounts for 
children aged 4–6. 
Rixos Premium Saadiyat Island: 
Christmas Eve Dinner on December 24 
(AED 985) and Christmas Day Brunch on 
December 25 (AED 895) offer festive ele-
gance, live music, and family-friendly cel-
ebrations. 
From luxury Italian feasts to internation-
al buffets and Asian delights, Dubai’s 
hotels are creating memorable holiday 
experiences for every taste, making this 
Christmas season a true culinary celebra-
tion.

Bengaluru - December, 19 2025: 
Flipkart, India’s homegrown 
e-commerce marketplace, today 
announced it executed definitive 
documents to acquire a majority 
stake in Minivet AI, an innovative 
AI/ML solutions provider founded 
in 2024. The acquisition is a strate-
gic move to build and invest in core 
Generative AI (GenAI) capabili-
ties, at a time when e-commerce is 
rapidly shifting towards visual, 
conversational, and AI-led discov-
ery. This is expected to accelerate 
the transition to a more intuitive, 
interactive, and immersive shop-
ping experience for e-commerce 
platforms, including Flipkart.

Minivet AI focuses on generative 
video for e-commerce, transforming 
static product catalogs into rich, 
engaging video content at scale. 
Built on a foundation of sophisticat-
ed model orchestration and deep 
performance optimization, the plat-
form delivers quality results at a 
fraction of traditional production 
costs. Beyond video, Minivet AI 
offers a broader suite of e-commerce 
AI capabilities—positioning the 
company as a full-stack AI partner 
and a foundational GenAI capability 
for online retail platforms.

Speaking on the acquisition, 
Aditya Rachakonda, Founder, 
Minivet AI, said, "This partnership 

with Flipkart is a pivotal moment 
for Minivet AI. It allows us to accel-
erate the deployment of our propri-
etary GenAI solutions, from cata-
log videofication to conversational 
search, directly onto India's lead-
ing e-commerce platform at scale, 
making shopping more intuitive 
and immersive for millions of cus-
tomers." This investment strength-
ens Flipkart’s long-term technolo-
gy portfolio, ensuring the company 
remains at the forefront of digital 
commerce innovation. This acqui-
sition is subject to completion of 
customary closing conditions.

Ravi Iyer, Senior Vice President 

- Corporate, Flipkart, said, 
"Acquiring Minivet AI is a strate-
gic investment that will enhance 
Flipkart’s core GenAI capabilities 
by the integration of niche talent 
and advanced proprietary technol-
ogy, which includes leading solu-
tions for catalog videofication and 
semantic search. These are critical 
for addressing the rising industry 
trend of visual-first and video-first 
commerce, ultimately driving 
higher customer engagement, con-
versions, and long-term innovation 
across the Flipkart platform and, 
over time, the wider Flipkart 
Group ecosystem.”

Flipkart Acquires Majority Stake 
in Minivet AI to Accelerate 
GenAI-Powered E-commerce Innovation

India’s forex reserves 
rise to $688.94 billion 
amid strong FDI inflows

New Delhi, Dec 19: 
India’s foreign exchange 
reserves climbed by 
$1.689 billion to $688.94 
billion for the week end-
ing December 12, the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) reported on Friday.

Gold reserves rose by 
$758 million, reaching 
$107.741 billion, while 
Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) inched up by $14 
million to $18.735 billion. 
The previous week, forex 
reserves had increased 
by $1.03 billion to $687.26 
billion, with gold 
reserves rising $1.188 bil-
lion to $106.984 billion 
and SDRs increasing by 
$93 million to $18.721 bil-
lion. The RBI regularly 
monitors foreign 
exchange market devel-
opments and intervenes 
when necessary to ensure 
orderly trading condi-
tions.

Meanwhile, India’s for-
eign direct investment 
(FDI) commitments have 
hit record highs this 
year. During the first half 
of FY 2025-26, total FDI 
inflows reached $50.36 
billion, marking a 16% 
increase over $43.37 bil-

lion in the same period 
last year — the highest-
ever first-half inflows for 
India. Gross FDI inflows 
have grown steadily from 
over $34 billion in 2012-13 
to more than $80 billion 
in 2024-25.

Official data shows a 
robust rebound in the 
second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal year, with FDI 
inflows rising over 18% 
year-on-year to $35.18 bil-
lion between April and 
September 2025. Analysts 
noted that the rising 
repatriation trend 
reflects India’s ability 
not only to attract foreign 
capital but also to deliver 
strong returns, enhanc-
ing its reputation as a 
reliable investment desti-
nation. The government 
has actively leveraged 
free trade agreements to 
promote export diversifi-
cation and attract further 
foreign investment.

Karimnagar Centuary 
Mattresses, India’s 
renowned Sleep Specialist 
brand with over three 
decades of expertise, inaugu-
rated its new Centuary 
Mattresses & Sofas Sleep 
Specialist Store at Ashok 
Nagar, Karimnagar, on 
Thursday.

Located at Bomma 
Venkanna Building, Ashok 
Nagar, the exclusive store 
aims to provide customers 
with expert-backed, world-
class sleep and comfort solu-
tions under one roof. As part 
of the inaugural celebra-
tions, the company 
announced special launch 
offers, including a flat 25% 
discount on mattresses and 
sofas, along with a compli-
mentary pillow set and bed-
sheet with every mattress 
purchase.The store was 
inaugurated by Uttam 
Malani, Executive Director, 
Centuary Mattresses and 
Sofas, in the presence of  
Gouri Shetty Srinivas and  

Kanna Santosh, Proprietors 
of Sai Balaji Furniture. The 
opening witnessed a strong 
response from customers 
and industry representa-
tives.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Uttam Malani said the 
Karimnagar store marks 

another important step in 
strengthening Centuary’s 
presence in Telangana and 
offering customers a person-
alised, immersive shopping 
experience to help them 
choose the right sleep solu-
tions.

Centuary Mattresses & Sofas Sleep 
Specialist Store Inaugurated in Karimnagar

Murali Manohar Palod Elected 
Chairman, Govind Narayan Rathi 

Vice-Chairman of AP Mahesh 
Co-operative Urban Bank

Hyderabad: Hyderabad District Collector 
Harichandana Dasari on Friday said that 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of AP 
Mahesh Co-operative Urban Bank 
Limited were elected unanimously, as all 
the board members expressed consensus 
and no objections were raised.The elec-
tion process was conducted at the 
Collectorate mini conference hall, where 
the District Collector participated along 
with District Revenue Officer E. 
Venkatachary during the election pro-
ceedings for the posts of Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman.The Collector informed 
that two nominations were received for 
the posts of Chairman and Vice-
Chairman and, as no member expressed 
any objection, Murali Manohar Palod 
was unanimously elected as Chairman, 
while Govind Narayan Rathi was unani-
mously elected as Vice-Chairman.She 

also directed all the elected Board of 
Directors of AP Mahesh Co-operative 
Urban Bank to submit their election 
expenditure statements within the stipu-
lated time, as per the prescribed rules.
Since the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
were elected unanimously by the Board 
members, the District Collector stated 
that the report would be forwarded to the 
Co-operative Elections Authority for 
approval.On the occasion, the newly 
elected Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Directors expressed their gratitude to 
the District Returning Officer for con-
ducting the election smoothly.
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RARE SMOG 
SPIKE HITS BEIJING
Beijing was shrouded in 
heavy smog Thursday 
with AQI climbing to “very 
unhealthy” levels of 215, a 
rare spike in pollution in the 
Chinese capital after years 
of expensive cleaning up

It is up to us to 
choose how we fund 
Ukraine’s fi ght. We 
know the urgency. It 
is acute. We all feel 
it. We all see it
URSULA VON DER LEYEN | 
PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

China rejects 
arms-confl ict link
Beijing: China said its arms 
trade with Thailand and 
Cambodia is unrelated to the 
current confl ict between the 
Southeast Asian neighbours, 
with which Beijing has close 
ties, Thursday. Beijing hopes 
the two countries can reach a 
ceasefi re as soon as possible, 
the ministry said, adding 
that China will continue to 
advocate for peace and talks. 
Border clashes between 
Thailand and Cambodia 
resumed this month and have 
killed more than 40 people 
and displaced over half a 
million in both countries. 
China’s Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, in separate calls 
with his Thai and Cambodian 
counterparts Thursday, also 
called for an immediate 
ceasefi re and criticised “false 
information” that he said was 
aimed at smearing China’s 
ties with the two countries.

Nepal HC orders 
release of ex-HM
Kathmandu: A high court in 
Nepal Thursday ordered the 
release of Rastriya Swatantra 
Party (RSP) chairman Rabi 
Lamichhane on bail in 
connection with a fraud and 
organised crime case. The 
Butwal High Court, Tansen, 
ordered the release of former 
Home Minister Lamichhane 
on bail of Rs 26.8 million. 
A division bench comprising 
Chief Judge Basudev Acharya 
and Judge Tej Narayan 
Paudel issued the order, 
directing Lamichhane's 
release, according to a 
notice issued from the high 
court. Following the high 
court’s order to seek bail, 
Lamichhane will be freed 
after furnishing the required 
amount. 

Pope names Hicks as 
new archbishop of NY
Vatican City: Pope Leo XIV 
Thursday made his most 
important US appointment 
to date, naming a fellow 
Chicagoan as the next 
archbishop of New York to 
lead one of the biggest US 
archdioceses as it navigates 
relations with the Trump 
administration and its 
immigration crackdown. 
Bishop Ronald Hicks, the 
current bishop of Joliet, 
Illinois, replaces the retiring 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, a 
prominent conservative fi gure 
in the US Catholic hierarchy. 
Hicks takes over after Dolan 
last week fi nalised a plan to 
establish a USD 300 million 
fund to compensate victims 
of sexual abuse who had sued 
the archdiocese. 

Like a man, 
I told your 
colleagues 

who came here: 
guys, you have 
to know how to 
admit defeat. If 
a big country like the US, if you 
organised an attack on us in 2020 
and lost, that is a starting point

ALEKSANDR LUKASHENKO |  
PRESIDENT, BELARUS

Eleven 
months ago, 
I inherited a 

mess, and I’m fi x-
ing it, I’ve restored 
American strength, 
settled eight wars 
in 10 months, destroyed the Iran 
nuclear threat and ended the war 
in Gaza, bringing for the fi rst time 
in 3,000 years peace to the Middle 
East, and secured the release of 
the hostages, both living and dead

DONALD TRUMP  | PRESIDENT, USA

Unfortu-
nately, it 
has become 

increasingly com-
mon to drag the 
language of faith 
into political bat-
tles, to bless nationalism, and to 
justify violence and armed struggle 
in the name of religion

POPE LEO  | HEAD OF CATHOLIC CHURCH

SHORT TAKES

Beijing, Dec 19 : China op-
posed what it said was “uni-
lateral bullying” after Wash-
ington ordered a blockade of 
sanctioned tankers entering 
and leaving oil-rich Venezuela, 
but did not say exactly how it 
would come to the South Amer-
ican country’s aid or offer any 
refuge for its embattled leader.

Earlier this week, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump ordered a 
complete blockade of all sanc-
tioned oil tankers attempting to 
leave Venezuelan waters, and 
those arriving, as Washington 
massed troops and warships in 
the region.

China is the biggest buyer 
of Venezuelan crude, which 
accounts for roughly 4% of its 
imports, with shipments in 
December on track to average 
more than 600,000 barrels per 
day, analysts have said.

Beijing opposes all forms of 
“unilateral bullying” and sup-
ports countries in safeguarding 
their sovereignty and national 
dignity, Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi told his Venezu-

elan counterpart Yvan Gil on a 
phone call Wednesday.

Wang did not name the Unit-
ed States or Trump in the offi -
cial readout of the call. Wang 
also did not elaborate on the 
form or extent of the support 
that China might or could of-
fer to Venezuela, with which 
Beijing previously said it had 
forged an ironclad friendship.

The US is squeezing Venezue-
la’s principal source of revenue 
in its attempt to target terror-
ism, drug smuggling and hu-
man traffi cking, according to 
Trump. Last week, the US Coast 
Guard seized an oil tanker off 
the coast of Venezuela.

President Nicolas Maduro 
has said the US wants the OPEC 
nation’s crude oil resources, 
and the military build-up was 
to overthrow him. In an inter-
view with Politico, Trump said 
Maduro’s days were “num-

bered”. For years, China has 
extended credit lines to Vene-
zuela under loans-for-oil deals. 
In a meeting with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping in Moscow this 
year, Maduro told Xi that Ven-
ezuela was looking forward to 
expanding cooperation in trade 
and energy.

At the same time, Beijing has 
been making an intense effort 
to co-exist with the US, its most 
important trading partner. After 
months of acrimonious dispute 
over trade and tariffs, Trump 
and Xi in October managed to 
hammer out a consensus on 
how to handle thorny trade is-
sues. China says it opposes any 
acts that violate the UN Charter 
or encroach on the sovereignty 
and security of other countries.

“China believes the interna-
tional community understands 
and supports Venezuela’s posi-
tion in defending its legitimate 
rights and interests,” Wang 
said.
US AGGRESSION

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres 
has urged the de-escalation of 
tensions, asking the US and 
Venezuela to honour their ob-
ligations under international 
law, including the UN Charter 
and any other applicable legal 
framework to safeguard peace 
in the region. The presidents 
of Mexico and Brazil have also 
urged restraint and dialogue.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, in a phone call to Mad-
uro last week, “reaffi rmed his 
support for the policy of N. 
Maduro’s government, aimed 
at protecting national interests 
and sovereignty in the face of 
growing external pressure.”

Venezuela requested the UN 
Security Council meet to dis-
cuss the “ongoing US aggres-
sion”, according to a letter to 
the 15-member body seen by 
Reuters, Wednesday. 

China supports Venezuela’s 
request for an urgent meeting 
of the council, a Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesperson 
said Thursday, when asked at 
a regular news briefi ng what 
role China, as a “responsible” 
major power, would play.

Asked whether what Caracas 
has described as US “aggres-
sion” could put China and the 
US on a collision course in the 
region, the spokesperson reiter-
ated Wang Yi’s comments and 
did not say more.

China backs Venezuela
China voiced political 
support for Venezuela 

Thursday after the United 
States ordered a blockade 
of sanctioned oil tankers, 
denouncing what it called 

‘unilateral bullying’ but 
offering no details on any 
concrete assistance to its 

long-time oil supplier

Beijing opposes all forms 
of unilateral bullying and 
supports countries in 

safeguarding their sovereignty 
and national dignity

US has ordered blockade of 
sanctioned oil tankers moving 
in and out of Venezuela

China says opposed to 
‘unilateral bullying’

China’s foreign minister spoke 
to Venezuelan counterpart on 
the phone

UN and other nations urge 
de-escalation and dialogue

Washington, Dec 19: The 
Trump administration has an-
nounced a massive package of 
arms sales to Taiwan valued at 
more than $ 10 billion that in-
cludes medium-range missiles, 
howitzers and drones, drawing 
an angry response from China.

The State Department an-
nounced the sales late Wednes-
day during a nationally tele-
vised address by President 
Donald Trump, who made 
scant mention of foreign policy 
issues and did not speak about 
China or Taiwan at all. US-Chi-
nese tensions have ebbed and 
fl owed during Trump’s second 
term, largely over trade and 
tariffs but also over China’s 
increasing aggressiveness to-
ward Taiwan, which Beijing 
has said must reunify with 
the mainland. The eight arms 
sales agreements announced 
Wednesday cover 82 high-mo-
bility artillery rocket systems, 
or HIMARS, and 420 Army 
Tactical Missile Systems, or 
ATACMS — similar to what the 
US had been providing Ukraine 
during the Biden administra-
tion to defend itself from Russia 
— worth more than $4 billion.

They also include 60 self-pro-
pelled howitzer systems and 
related equipment worth more 
than $4 billion and drones val-
ued at more than $1 billion.

Other sales in the package in-
clude military software valued at 

FRESH TENSIONS WITH CHINA

US rolls out $10bn 
Taiwan arms deal

Muscat, Dec 19: India and 
Oman Thursday signed a free 
trade agreement, as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi held talks 
with Sultan Haitham bin Tarik 
and explored ways to further 
add greater depth to the bilat-
eral Strategic Partnership.

Modi, who arrived in Oman 
Wednesday on the last leg of 
his three-nation tour, was wel-
comed by Sultan Haitham at Al 
Baraka Palace in Muscat before 
their one-on-one talks and the 

delegation-level meeting.
“Today, we are taking a 

historic step forward in In-
dia-Oman relations, whose 
positive impact will be felt for 
decades to come. The Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) will ener-
gise our ties in the 21st centu-
ry,” Modi said.

He said the agreement will 
give new momentum to trade, 
investment and open new op-

portunities across different 
sectors, and greatly benefi t the 
youth of both nations.

Modi thanked the Sultan for 
his efforts in fi nalising the his-
toric CEPA, as he described it 
as “a new and golden chapter” 
of bilateral cooperation.

They also exchanged views 
on regional and global devel-
opments and reaffi rmed their 
commitment to regional peace 
and stability. They reaffi rmed 

their commitment to further 
enhancing the defence and se-
curity collaboration, including 
in the maritime domain.

The CEPA - signed by Com-
merce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal and Oman’s Min-
ister of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion Qais 
bin Mohammed Al Yousef - is 
expected to enhance market ac-
cess, promote investments, and 
strengthen cooperation across 
key sectors.

The pact will increase trade 
between the two countries by 
reducing trade barriers and 

creating a stable framework. It 
will unlock opportunities in all 
major sectors of the economy, 
enhance economic growth, cre-
ate jobs and boost investment 
fl ows between both countries.

This is Oman’s second FTA 
with an individual country and 
the fi rst FTA they have done in 
about 20 years.

Modi said he also discussed 
with Sultan Haitham ways to 
further boost trade and invest-
ment linkages. “Financial ser-
vices also offer great scope for 
working together. We talked 
about how sectors like energy, 
critical minerals, agriculture, 
fertilisers and healthcare have 
rich potential for closer ties,” 
he said.

“We discussed how cultural 
and people-to-people linkages 
can be enhanced. This includes 
student exchange programmes 
and other such ways to ensure 
our youth connect regularly,” 
Modi said.

CEPA SIGNED India, Oman sign historic trade deal
India and Oman 

formalised a 
Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), that aims to 

boost trade, investment, 
and cooperation across 

key sectors

Today, we are taking a historic 
step forward in India-Oman 
relations, whose positive 

impact will be felt for decades 
to come. The Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) will energise our ties in the 
21st century- 

NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER, INDIA

Dhaka, Dec 19: India Thurs-
day resumed operations at its 
visa application centre in Dha-
ka, a day after closing it over 
escalated security concerns, 
but closed two other identical 
facilities in other parts of Ban-
gladesh as anti-India protestors 
tried to march towards the In-
dian missions there.

The Indian Visa Application 
Centre (IVAC) at southwest-
ern Khulna and northwestern 
Rajshahi were closed on the 
grounds of security concerns 
amid strong protest marches 
towards the facilities that were 
stopped by security offi cials.

In Rajshahi, “Bharityo Adhi-
potto Birodhi July 36 Mancha” 
tried to march towards the 
Assistant High Commission 
of India but police in riot gear 
blocked them near the mission 

when a brief clash occurred as 
the protestors tried to break 
through the security barri-
cades. The protesters raised 
anti-India slogans, according 
to the videos on social media.

In Khulna, the protestors under 
a banner called ‘Unity Against In-
dian Hegemony’ tried to march 
towards the Assistant High 
Commission of India but army 
soldiers and navy sailors joined 
hands with police to thwart the 
marchers. “We had enforced a 
stringent vigil preventing them 
(protestors) from proceeding to-
wards the mission. They left the 
scene after staging a ‘peaceful’ 
rally,” Khulna’s deputy commis-
sioner of police Tajul Islam said.

The reports said in both the 
rallies the protestors accused 
India of sheltering deposed 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
and demanded her immediate 
return to be exposed to gallows.

India resumes visa 
services in Dhaka

Kathmandu, Dec 19: Ousted 
Nepal Prime Minister KP Shar-
ma Oli was Thursday elected as 
the CPN-UML’s chairman for 
the third consecutive term with 
a two-thirds majority.

Oli was elected the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal- Unifi ed 
Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) 
chairman in a contest held 
three months after his gov-
ernment was forced to resign 
following a student-led protest.

During the 11th general con-
vention of the party that con-
cluded Thursday, Oli secured 
1,663 votes against his opponent 
Ishwor Pokharel, who received 
584 votes, according to party 
sources.

Pokharel, 71, had received 
the backing of former President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari, his rival 
in the presidential election.

The convention started with 
a public meeting in the Bhakta-
pur district and concluded with 
the election of Oli and other 
offi ce bearers and central com-
mittee members of the party.

Shankar Pokhare, from Oli’s 
panel, was elected to the post of 
General Secretary of the party 
for the second term. He defeat-
ed Surendra Pandey, former 
fi nance minister, who contest-
ed the election from Pokharel’s 
panel.

Among 19 offi ce bearers of 
the party, 17 were elected from 
Oli’s panel, while two were 
from Pokharel’s panel.

Prithvi Subba Gurung, Bish-
nu Paudel, Raghuji Panta, Ram 
Bahadur Thapa and Gokarna 
Bishta have been elected to the 
post of Vice President. Among 
them, only Gokarna Bishta is 
from Oli’s rival team.

Similarly, among three depu-
ty general secretaries, Lekh Raj 
Bhatta, Yogesh Bhattarai and 
Raghubir Mahaseth, Bhattarai 
is from Pokharel’s team. All 
nine secretaries were elected 
from Oli’s team.

Hundreds of cadres belong-
ing to Oli took out a victory 
procession in Kathmandu’s 
Bhrikutimandap, where the 
general convention was held, 
soon after the election results 
were out.

more than $1 billion, Javelin and 
TOW missiles worth more than 
$700 million, helicopter spare 
parts worth $96 million and re-
furbishment kits for Harpoon 
missiles worth $91 million. Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry attacked 
the move, saying it would violate 
diplomatic agreements between 
China and the US; gravely harm 
China’s sovereignty, security 
and territorial integrity; and 
undermine regional stability.

“The Taiwan independence’ 
forces on the island seek inde-
pendence through force and 
resist reunifi cation through 
force, squandering the hard-
earned money of the people to 
purchase weapons at the cost of 
turning Taiwan into a powder 
keg,” said Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun.

“This cannot save the doomed 
fate of Taiwan independence’ but 
will only accelerate the push of the 
Taiwan Strait toward a dangerous 
situation of military confrontation 
and war. The US support for Tai-
wan Independence’ through arms 
will only end up backfi ring. Using 
Taiwan to contain China will not 
succeed,” he added.

Deposed PM Oli 
re-elected party chair

New York/Washington, Dec 
19: US President Donald 
Trump touted his 
administration’s suc-cesses on 
immigration and in ending 
eight wars as he listed the 
various accomplishments of 
his second term in the White 
House in a year-end address to 
the nation. “Eleven months 
ago, I inherited a mess, and 
I’m fi xing it,” Trump said as 
he began his 19-minute special 
prime time address to the na-
tion Wednesday.Trump listed 
his adminis-tration’s 
achievements since he took 
offi ce for a second term in 
January this year, including 
securing the border, “reverse 
migration”, bringing prices 
down, ending confl icts, using 
tariffs to bring billions of dol-
lars into the country, enabling 
job creation and cracking down 
on immigration.“I’ve restored 
American strength, settled 
eight wars in 10 months, 
destroyed the Iran nuclear 
threat and ended the war in 
Gaza, bringing for the fi rst 
time in 3,000 years peace to 
the Middle East, and secured 
the release of the hostages, 
both living and dead,” Trump 
said.

While Trump did not name 
the confl icts, he has throughout 
the year repeated his claim in-
numerable times that he ended 
wars between India and Paki-
stan, Thailand and Cambodia, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, Koso-
vo and Serbia, Israel and Iran, 
Egypt and Ethiopia, as well as 
Rwanda and the Congo.

He also touted his admin-
istration’s success in dealing 
with migrants coming into the 
country from around the world, 
taking up American jobs and 
driving up housing costs.

Trump said that a major 
factor in driving up housing 
costs was the “colossal border 
invasion”.

“We have never been invad-

ed. This is the worst thing that 
frankly, in my opinion, the 
worst thing that the Biden ad-
ministration did to our country 
is the invasion at the border,” 
he said.

Trump said the Biden ad-
ministration and its allies in 
Congress brought in “millions 
and millions” of migrants and 
gave them taxpayer-funded 
housing, while the rent and 
housing costs for Americans 
skyrocketed. He claimed that 
over 60 per cent of growth in 
the rental market came from 
foreign migrants.

“At the same time, illegal 
aliens stole American jobs and 
fl ooded emergency rooms, get-
ting free health care and educa-
tion paid for by you, the Ameri-
can taxpayer,” Trump said.

He claimed that for the fi rst 
time in 50 years, the US is now 
seeing “reverse migration, as 
migrants go back home, leaving 
more housing and more jobs for 
Americans.”

In the year before his elec-
tion, all net creation of jobs 
was going to foreign migrants. 
“Since I took offi ce, 100 per cent 
of all net job creation has gone 
to American-born citizens. 
Hundred per cent,” he said.

Trump lists administration’s 
successes in year-end address
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Karachi, Dec 19: A popular 
Pakistani international kab-
badi player, Ubaidullah Rajput, 
faces the prospect of a severe 
disciplinary action after he ap-
peared for an Indian team in a 
private tournament in Bahrain 
December 16.

Ubaidullah found himself 
in big trouble after videos and 
pictures of him wearing Indi-
an shirt and waving the Indian 
fl ag in the GCC Cup went viral.

The secretary of the Pakistan 

Kabbadi Federation, Rana Sar-
war, said an emergency meet-
ing of the PKR had been called 
December 27 in which the 
matter would be discussed and 
decision taken on disciplinary 
action against Rajput and some 
other players.

"I can confi rm it was a pri-
vate event with private teams 
formed under the names of 
India, Pakistan, Canada, Iran 
etc. in the competition by the 
organisers. But all the teams 
had players of their own origin. 
Indian players represented the 

Indian private side and Ubaid-
ullah played for them which is 

unacceptable in these circum-
stances,” Sarwar said.

He also claimed 16 Pakistani 
players had gone to Bahrain in 
their personal capacity without 
taking any permission from 
the federation or the Pakistan 
Sports Board.

"So action will also be taken 
against these players for false-
ly playing under the names of 
Pakistan team." 

Rajput has issued an apol-
ogy and clarifi ed that he was 
invited to play in the event in 
Bahrain and was included in a 

private team.
"But I didn't know until later 

they had named the side Indian 
team and I told the organizers 
to don't use names of India and 
Pakistan. In private compe-
titions in the past Indian and 
Pakistan players have played 
together for a private team but 
never under the names of India 
or Pakistan. I was not under the 
impression until I found out lat-
er that I was misrepresented 
as playing for the Indian team 
which I can't think of doing af-
ter the confl ict," he said.

Kabaddi controversy: Pak player represents India

Ahmedabad, Dec 19: India 
would hope that the challeng-
ing home assignment against 
South Africa, which has ex-
posed a few chinks in the ar-
mour and thrown up diffi cult 
questions on selection, ends 
on a positive note when the two 
sides clash in the fi fth and fi nal 
T20 International here Friday.

After being blanked 0-2 in 
the Tests, India bounced back
to win the ODI series and now 
have an unassailable lead 2-1 in 
the T20Is after the fourth game 
was abandoned due to poor 
weather conditions in Lucknow 
Wednesday.

That India cannot lose the 
series should be comforting to 
embattled head coach Gautam 
Gambhir given that the other 
two leaders in the camp -- skip-
per Suryakumar Yadav and 
his deputy Shubman Gill -- are 
battling challenges of their own 
with less than two months to go 
for the T20 World Cup.

For someone who was ranked 
world No 1 not so long ago, 
Suryakumar's form has sharp-
ly nosedived in the only format 
he is assured a place in the XI 
for India.

Having gone through 18 in-
nings in 20 matches this year 
without a single half-century 
while averaging a poor 14.20 
for his 213 runs, every failure 
for Suryakumar is adding to the 
concerns of the Indian camp.

Adding to it is the Gill conun-
drum. Gill's return as vice-cap-
tain in the T20I format might 

have been perceived as one 
which put Suryakumar on no-
tice a few months ago, but the 
former's ordinary run with the 
bat since his comeback and the 
latest injury setback only ham-
pers the team's cause.

A toe injury suffered before 
the fourth T20I is set to keep 
Gill out of the fi nal T20I here as 
India would want to take a cau-
tious route, more so when there 
is a ready replacement for the 
top order slot in Sanju Samson.

Earlier, Gill had missed most 
of the two-Test affair following 
a injury to his neck which he 
suffered in the series-opener 
in Kolkata, something that also 
highlighted his busy schedule 

and growing list of responsibil-
ities in Indian cricket across 
formats.

Aside from this, India have 
a settled unit with both the 
all-rounders, Hardik Pandya 
and Shivam Dube, featuring 
in all three games so far

In the pace attack, Arshdeep 
Singh is coming into his ele-
ments and is also beginning 
to forge a partnership with 
Harshit Rana with the ball.

Meanwhile, Jasprit Bumrah, 
who missed the third T20I due 
to personal reasons, joined the 
team's camp before the fourth 
match.

A batting-friendly wicket 
here will pose a challenge to 
India's best bowler in the se-
ries Varun Chakravarthy (6 
wickets).

For South Africa, who have 
blown hot and cold particu-
larly with the bat in the T20I 
series, Friday's contest will be 
an opportunity to end with the 
satisfaction of drawing a series 
against India.

India look to seal 
series against SA

Concerns mount around Indian captain SKY and vice captain Gill

Following the abandonment of 
the fourth T20I between India 

and South Africa due to excessive 
fog and poor visibility, Prem 
Manohar Gupta, the Secretary 
of the Uttar Pradesh Cricket 
Association (UPCA), said that 
the full ticket refund process will 
commence from Friday

New Delhi, Dec 19: The 
Wres-tling Federation of India 
(WFI) has unveiled a new 
selection policy that makes 
attendance at national camps 
mandatory to be eligible for 
national se-lection, bars 
wrestlers from training 
independently and mandates 
Olympic Games quo-ta-
winning athletes to appear in a 
fi nal one-bout selection trial.

The policy was discussed and 
cleared at WFI's recent General 
Council meeting during the Na-
tionals in Ahmedabad.

It was also presented to the 
Sports Authority of India (SAI) 
for feedback and a review.
No Nat'l camp, no India jersey

"Participation in the Nation-
al Coaching Camp is mandato-
ry for all wrestlers, including 
elite and iconic athletes. To be 
eligible for the camp, a wres-
tler must have won a medal in 
the National Championship of 
the concerned year," the poli-
cy under the sub-head National 
Coaching Camps, stated.

"Once selected, wrestlers are 
required to train exclusively at 
the designated national camp. 
No athlete is permitted to train 
independently at any other ven-
ue," it added.

It means that Vinesh Phogat, 
who recently announced her 
comeback from retirement, 
will have to prove herself at 
the domestic level before be-
ing reckoning for a spot in the 

national team.
The policy made it clear that 

a failure to attend the camp will 
make the wrestler "ineligible to 
participate in the selection trials".

The policy has also made 
a provision to keep a list of 
reserve wrestler, who will be 
asked to do the national duty in 
case of injury to selected athlete.

The WFI policy makes it 
clear that "past performances 

will not be considered for selec-
tion trials." "We are not going 
to give trials exemption to any-
one. No athlete can sit on past 
achievements. In the past, few 
athletes had asked for exemp-
tion which is not fair to up and 
coming wrestlers, WFI will give 
equal opportunity to all," a WFI 
offi cial told PTI.

The policy mentions, that 
"to be eligible, a wrestler must 

have won a medal in at least 
one of the following competi-
tions of the concerned year: 
National Championship, Fed-
eration Cup and any other 
WFI-recognised competition."
Selection trials must for 
international competitions

The policy also states that tri-
als are mandatory for teams rep-
resenting India in major inter-
national competitions such as 
Olympic Games, Asian Games, 
Continental Championships 
and World Championships.

The objective of the trials 
is to provide fair opportunity, 
assessment of form and fi tness, 
transparency, accountability 
and merit-based representation.

The WFI asserted that Olym-
pic quotas are awarded to the 
nation and not to individual 
athletes and it reserves the 
right to conduct trials for Olym-
pic participation.

WFI made it clear that quota 
winner will not compete in the 
initial trials and will fi ght it out 
with the winner of the trials and 
if he/she loses, will be given a sec-
ond chance to reclaim the quota.

The selection committee 
will be headed by the WFI 
President. It will also include 
the Secretary General or Vice 
President and will have either 
a Dronacharya/Arjuna/Dhyan-
chand awardee apart from chief 
coach of that discipline and the 
foreign coach.

Apart from this, the chief 
coach can recommend bar-
ring a wrestler from trials on 
count of indiscipline or poor 
attendance. The selection com-
mittee may uphold the recom-
mendation and WFI reserves 
the right to take disciplinary 
action against wrestlers found 
overweight during internation-
al competition.

WFI tightens selection norms for wrestlers
The wrestling body 
makes presence at 
national camp must; 
bars wrestlers from 
training independently

Adelaide, Dec 19: Nearly 
four years of Ashes planning 
was left in smouldering ruins 
Thursday as England buckled 
under the heat and the pres-
sure at Adelaide Oval to lurch 
towards a series-deciding de-
feat in the third test against 
Australia.

On a day when temperatures 
reached 40 degrees Celsius 
(104F)and fresh controversy 
erupted over the "Snicko" re-
view technology, England were 
213 for eight at stumps on day 
two, still 158 runs short of Aus-
tralia's fi rst innings 371.

England captain Ben Stokes 
(45 not out) was battling cramp 
and Jofra Archer (30 not out) 
showed courage to keep the 
ninth wicket intact for 45 runs, 
but the duo's late resistance 
could do little to make up for 
failures higher up the order.

Leading 2-0 in the series, Aus-
tralia need only draw the match 
to retain the urn they have held 
since 2017/18.

But there was little sign the 
hosts would be content with 
anything less than another 
crushing win after their com-
fortable victories in Perth and 
Brisbane.

There was certainly no eas-
ing back into the action for Aus-
tralia's returning captain Pat 
Cummins and recalled spinner 
Nathan Lyon, who combined to 
blitz England's top order before 
lunch.

"Pretty proud about how the 
boys went about it," Lyon told 
TNT Sports. "Pat's been phe-
nomenal as captain as always, 
but the effort from our fast 
bowlers to get them 213-8 off 68 
overs it's a pretty big effort so 
rest up, recover and we'll have 
another crack in the morning."

England lost 3-5 in a collapse 
that may have snuffed out the 
last fl icker of optimism from 
having earlier denied Australia 
a 400-plus total on a fl at wicket.

Cummins threw his reha-

bilitated back into his work, 
removing Zak Crawley (9) 
caught behind in a partner-
ship-breaking dismissal before 
Lyon struck with two wickets 
in four balls.

Lyon's second dismissal was 
a peach, bowling Ben Duckett 
for 29 with a ball that gripped, 
turned and beat the outside 
edge.

It put the wily off spinner sec-
ond on Australia's all-time test 
wickets list on 564, one ahead of 
pace great Glenn McGrath and 
behind only Shane Warne.

It's the biggest village that we 
are organizing in the Milano 
Organizing Committee.

Lyon's fi rst wicket was a gift, 
though, as under-fi re number 
three Ollie Pope surrendered 
it for three with a fl ick off his 
pads caught at midwicket.
SNICKO IN THE SPOTLIGHT

A Snicko controversy had en-
gulfed day one and a new one 
fl ared late on day two.

England wicketkeeper Ja-
mie Smith was at the centre of 
the confusion, fi rst surviving a 
caught-behind appeal when on 16 
then being given out caught be-
hind for 22 when he appeared to 
completely miss a Cummins ball.

With third umpire Chris Gaf-
faney having to rule on both de-
cisions, Snicko only appeared 
to muddy the waters rather 
than clear up matters.

Australia paceman Mitchell 
Starc said Snicko needed to be 
"sacked" after Smith's earlier 
reprieve, while Smith left the 
fi eld furious when he was even-
tually dismissed.

When focus shifted back to 
the cricket, England ended up 
losing 3-9 to fall to 168 for eight 
courtesy of a two-wicket burst 
from pacer Scott Boland before 
Archer joined Stokes to push 
England past 200.

New Delhi, Dec 19: Haryana's 
Ketan Malik overcame a strong 
fi eld comprising Paris Olympic 
double medallist Manu Bhaker 
and was crowned the women's 
10m air pistol national champi-
on here Thursday.Ketan struck 
the gold with 240.0, ahead of 
Meenu Pathak of Delhi, who 
took silver with 238.4, and 
Surbhi Rao, who claimed 
bronze with 219.5.In the junior 
women's catego-ry, Vanshika 
Chaudhary from Uttar Pradesh 
emerged on top, edging out 
Anjali Shekhawat by 0.2 for 
gold, while Asian Games 
champion Palak Gulia secured 
bronze, and Army Marksman-
ship Unit's Lakshita Bishnoi 
claimed the youth title after a 
narrow 0.6 victory over Rash-
mika Sahgal, with Sanskriti 
Bana completing the 
podium.The fi nal followed an 
exten-sive qualifi cation phase 
that saw over 900 shooters 
compete across 39 relays.Gulia 
topped the qualifi -cation with 
582-24x. She was joined at the 
top by Bhaker, who also shot 
582, fi nishing sec-ond on 
inner-10 count with 19x.In the fi 
nal, Bhaker fi nished seventh 
with 137.2, followed by Anjali 
Choudhary on 110.1, while 
Mohini Singh ended fourth with 
197.9 and Anjali Shekhawat 
placed sixth with 157.5.

Al-Rayyan (Qatar), Dec 19: 
Paris Saint-Germain boss Lu-
is Enrique expressed his ex-
citement after the European 
champions defeated Flamengo 
on penalties to win the FIFA In-
tercontinental Cup for the fi rst 
time, stating his team has made 
history once again. 

It has been an incredible 2025 
for Luis Enrique's men, who 
secured a treble in the 2024/25 
season, including their fi rst 
UEFA Champions League title.

Paris Saint-Germain fi nished 
a successful year on a high note 
by defeating CF Flamengo 2-1 
in a penalty shootout to win 
the FIFA Intercontinental Cup 
after a 1-1 draw in regulation 
time. Flamengo fought back to 

level at 1-1, leading to penalties, 
where PSG's Russian goalkeep-
er Matvei Safonov was the he-
ro, saving four spot-kicks in the 
shootout to secure victory for 
the European champions.

"We've made history again! 
We shown the same mentality 
throughout this incredible, un-
forgettable year of 2025. We're 
obviously happy for ourselves, 
for the club and for our support-
ers. It's wonderful, we have to 
keep going. We feel connected 
to our supporters. It's a con-
nection we feel during every 
match at the Parc and every 
away match. We're very hap-
py," Enrique said.

Parisian midfi elder Vitinha 
was named the best player in 
the 2025 FIFA Intercontinen-
tal Cup fi nal and received his 
award from FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino.

Ranchi, Dec 19: The three-day 
Inter-CIL Volleyball Tourna-
ment 2025–26 was inaugurated 
Tuesday at the CMPDI Sports 
Ground, Ranchi, and will con-
tinue till December 19. 

The tournament was formal-
ly opened by Director (Techni-
cal/CRD) Shankar Nagachari, 
Director (Technical/ES) Rajiv 
Kumar Sinha, Director (Tech-
nical/RD&T) Nripendra Nath, 
and Chief Vigilance Offi cer 
Pankaj Kumar, who interacted 
with the players and inaugurat-
ed the event by serving the ball.

Several senior offi cials, 
sports enthusiasts, and mem-

bers of the CMPDI fraternity 
were present on the occasion. 
Addressing the gathering, the 
dignitaries underlined the im-
portance of sports in fostering 
teamwork, discipline, physical 

fi tness, and camaraderie among 
employees. All participating 
players took an oath to uphold 
sportsmanship and fair play.

The tournament aims to 
strengthen inter-organisation-

al relations and promote unity, 
health, and team spirit within 
the Coal India family.

In the opening match, 
MCL-Sambalpur defeated 
CCL-Ranchi by 25-18, 25-18, 25-
19. In the second encounter,
NCL-Singrauli registered a win 
over WCL-Nagpur by 25-20, 27-
25, 25-12. The third match saw
SECL-Bilaspur defeating CMP-
DI-Ranchi by 25-18, 26-24, 25-20.

Teams from all Coal India 
Limited subsidiaries are par-
ticipating in the tournament, 
including host CMPDI (Head-
quarters)-Ranchi and SCCL-Ko-
thagudem, highlighting a spirit 
of healthy competition and uni-
ty across the organisation.

    

Hangzhou, Dec 19: India's 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty dished out a solid 
performance to outwit the Indo-
nesian pair of Fajar Alfi an and 
Muhammad Shohibul Fikri in 
their second Group B match 
to inch closer to the knockout 
stage of the BWF World Tour 
Finals here Thursday.

The former world No 1 Indi-
an pair shored up their defence 
and dominated the proceedings 
to register a 21-11, 16-21, 21-11 
win over world No 8 Alfi an 
and Fikri in the men's doubles 
match that lasted an hour.

With two wins from two 
matches, Satwik and Chirag 

now lead the group and have 
built a considerable advantage 
in points difference.

Third seeds Satwik and Chi-
rag will face second seeds Aar-
on Chia and Soh Wooi Yik in 
their last group match Friday.

Facing a pair known for 
their exceptional front-court 
skills, the onus was on Chirag, 
but he was ably supported by 
Satwik, who was simply fl aw-
less in the evening. 

HISTORIC YEAR

PSG clinch fi rst-ever 
Intercontinental Cup

It has been an incredible 

2025 for Luis Enrique's 

men, who secured a treble 

in the 2024/25 season, 

including their fi rst UEFA 

Champions League title

We've made histo-
ry again! We shown 
the same mentality 

throughout this incredible, 
unforgettable year of 2025
LUIS ENRIQUE | PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN BOSS

Eng's Ashes hopes 
hanging by a thread

Australia lead series 2-0, need 
only a draw to retain urn

Lyon moves to second on 
Australia"s all-time bowling list

Inter-CIL Volleyball Tournament 2025–26 hosted Sat-Chi get closer to knockouts NAT’L SHOOTING C’SHIP

Ketan wins women’s 
10m air pistol gold

India Beat SF, Win T20I Series 3–1

AHMEDABAD: Hard-hitting India bat-
ters Tilak Varma and Hardik Pandya 
hammered fine half-centuries while 
spinner Varun Chakravarthy snared 
four wickets as India defeated South 
Africa by 30 runs to clinch the five-
match T20I series 3-1 here on 
Saturday. With Varma (73 off 42 
balls) and Pandya (63 off 25 balls) in 
full flow, India scored a competitive 
231 for 5 and then restricted the visi-
tors to 201 for 8.The Proteas were in 
the match till opener Quinton de 
Kock (65 off 35 balls) and Dewald 
Brevis (31 off 17) were at the crease, 
but the visitors lost wickets quickly 
once the two departed in successive 
overs.

Chakravarthy (4/53) removed the 
dangerous Aiden Markram and 
Donovan Ferreira off consecutive 
deliveries in the 13th over to take the 
fight out of the South Africans by 
reducing them to 135 for 5 from 118 for 
1 in 10 overs.Earlier, skipper 
Suryakumar Yadav's poor run with 
the bat continued as he scored just five 
runs but India still put up a big total 
with Varma and Pandya sharing a 115-

run stand for the fourth wicket.
Brief scores.
India 231 for 5 in 20 overs 

(Abhishek Sharma 34, Sanju 
Samson 37, Tilak Varma 73, 
Hardik Pandya 63; Corbin Bosch 
2/44).

South Africa 201 for 8 in 20 
overs (Quinton de Kock 65, 
Dewald Brevis 31; Varun 
Chakravarthy 4/53, Jasprit 
Bumrah 2/17).
Team India produced a stunning all-
round performance to defeat South 
Africa by 30 runs in the fifth T20 
match, clinching the series in style. 
Brilliant half-centuries from Tilak 
Varma and Hardik Pandya, followed 
by a magical bowling spell from 
Varun Chakravarthy, powered India 
to a memorable victory at the 
Narendra Modi Stadium, where fans 
witnessed a run-fest.

After winning the toss, South 
Africa captain Aiden Markram opted 
to field first. India got off to a solid 
start with openers Abhishek Sharma 
(34) and Sanju Samson (37) laying a 
strong foundation. Captain 

Suryakumar Yadav had a brief stay 
at the crease, but the innings truly 
came alive when Tilak Varma and 
Hardik Pandya joined forces.

The duo launched a fierce counter-
attack, dismantling the South 
African bowling with a flurry of 
boundaries and sixes. Hardik 
Pandya played a breathtaking knock, 
smashing 63 runs off just 25 balls, 
including five fours and five sixes. 
Tilak Varma anchored the innings 
beautifully, scoring 73 runs off 42 
balls with ten fours and a six. Their 

explosive partnership propelled 
India to a massive total of 231 for 5 in 
20 overs.Chasing a daunting target of 
232, South Africa responded posi-
tively. Opener Quinton de Kock 
played a superb innings, scoring 65 
off 35 balls, while Dewald Brevis con-
tributed a quick 31, keeping the visi-
tors in the hunt. At one stage, South 
Africa looked capable of pulling off a 
remarkable chase.

However, India’s bowlers rose to 
the occasion at crucial moments. 
Jasprit Bumrah broke the momen-
tum by dismissing the dangerous de 
Kock, while Varun Chakravarthy 
turned the game on its head with a 
brilliant spell. The mystery spinner 
picked up four wickets, including 
two in a single over, ripping through 
South Africa’s middle order. Bumrah 
was equally impressive, finishing 
with figures of 2 for 17 and applying 
the brakes with disciplined bowling.

In the end, South Africa were 
restricted to 201 for 8 in their 20 
overs, falling short by 30 runs. 
India’s comprehensive victory 
sealed.

Team India players celebrate with the trophy after winning the series against South Africa at the end of the fifth Twenty20 interna-
tional cricket match at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad....

With Varma (73 off 
42 balls) and Pandya 
(63 off 25 balls) in 
full flow, India 
scored a competitive 
231 for 5 and then 
restricted the 
visitors to 201 for 8.
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Missterious is one of the small-
budget films in recent times that 
generated positive buzz ahead 
of its release. The promotional 
content clearly hinted at a sus-
pense thriller, and the presence of 
comedy legend Brahmanandam 
at the pre-release event further 
boosted audience curiosity. The 
film has now hit theatres, and here 
is a balanced review.
Story
Kondapur Sub-Inspector Ramkhi 
alias Ram Kumar (Abid Bhushan) 
goes missing under mysterious 
circumstances. To crack the case, 
ACP Anand Sai (Balaraj Wadi) 
steps in. During the investigation, 
he questions architect Virat (Rohit 
Sahni) and his wife Shilpa (Megh-
na Rajput).
What is the connection between 
Virat and Shilpa and SI Ramkhi’s 
disappearance? Why did Ramkhi 
visit the villa purchased by Virat? 
How does Missira (Riya Kapoor) 
enter the story? And most impor-

tantly, who killed SI Ramkhi? 
These questions unfold through a 
series of twists, suspenseful turns, 
and surprises.
Analysis
While watching Missterious, view-
ers may be reminded of familiar 
triangle love stories seen in ev-
eryday life. However, the director 
gives this routine setup a fresh 
spin by blending it with suspense, 
thriller elements, and a subtle 
horror layer. It is evident that the 
story has been written with care, 
keeping the genre’s demands in 
mind.
Being a suspense thriller, the di-
rector avoids unnecessary delays 
in character introductions and 
quickly moves into the core plot. 
Characters are introduced while 
the story progresses, ensuring that 
twists arrive at regular intervals. 
The identity of the killer remains 
a question mark until the climax, 
which helps keep the audience en-
gaged. In this aspect, the director 

succeeds to a fair extent.
The interval block delivers an un-

expected twist, pushing the story to 
the next level. In the second half, the 

addition of horror elements intensi-
fies the suspense further. A major 
twist in the climax changes the 
course of the narrative and is likely 
to shock viewers who think they 
have already figured out the killer.
Performances
Director Mahi Komatireddy has 
included three songs, all placed ap-
propriately within the narrative, 
which works in the film’s favour. 
Music director ML Raja provides 
suitable background score and 
songs that complement the thriller 
mood.
In terms of performances, most 
actors deliver solid work. Rohit 
Sahni, Riya Kapoor, Meghna Ra-
jput, and Abid Bhushan perform 
convincingly in the lead roles. 
Balaraj Wadi stands out as the 
senior police officer with his trade-
mark performance. Jabardasth 
fame Rajamouli gets a meaningful 
role and does justice to it, while 
Gaddam Naveen, though appear-
ing briefly, performs within his 

scope.
One drawback is that most of the 
cast are relatively unfamiliar 
faces, which slightly affects the 
film’s overall impact. With more 
attention to casting, the film could 
have benefited further.
Technical Aspects
ML Raja’s music enhances the 
suspense-thriller atmosphere 
effectively. Cinematographer 
Parvathu Devendra Suri deserves 
praise for his visuals. However, 
since he also handled editing, 
tighter editing in certain portions 
would have improved the pace. 
Production values are decent and 
suit the scale of the film.
Verdict
Missterious is a suspense thriller 
that goes beyond the genre by add-
ing a horror touch. Despite a few 
shortcomings, it manages to keep 
viewers hooked with its twists and 
climax. It is a film worth watching 
at least once for fans of suspense 
and thriller movies.

Missterious Movie Review: 

A Suspense Thriller with a Hint of Horror

Teaser of S/O Launched; 
Vinod Kumar Praises Film

The teaser of S/O (Son of), 
produced by Sai Simhadri 
under the banner Sai 
Simhadri Sainma and 

directed by Bathala Satish, was 
released on Friday, generating 
excitement among audiences. The 
film features senior actor Vinod 
Kumar in a pivotal role and prom-
ises a unique father-son narrative.

Director Bathala Satish 
described the film as a comeback 
for Vinod Kumar, stating that the 
actor embraced every scene with 
strong performances. He added 
that lead actor Sai Simhadri, who 
returned from America for this 
project, trusted the team and con-
tributed to bringing the story to 
life. “We have shown strongly why 
the son filed a case against his 
father,” Satish remarked.

Speaking at the event, Sai 
Simhadri expressed a personal 
connection to the story. “This 

story resonates with my real-life 
experiences with my father. It is 
exciting, emotional, and every son 
should show it to his father. 
Senior actor Vinod Kumar sup-
ported the film wholeheartedly,” 
he said.

Senior actor Vinod Kumar 
praised the screenplay, noting, 
“S/O is not a regular format 
movie. It tells a real-life father-son 
story with honesty. Director 
Satish narrated the story extraor-
dinarily, and I am confident every-
one will like it. This film is a great 
achievement by Sai Simhadri.”

The event also saw the participa-
tion of Chitra Seenu, Rishi, and 
other prominent personalities. 
S/O (Son of) is shaping up as a 
heartfelt, screenplay-driven film 
that explores the dynamics 
between fathers and sons with 
strong performances and commit-
ment from the team.

‘Bad Girlz’ teaser released; 
christmas release set

B
ad Girlz' is an entertainer 
directed by Phani Pradeep 
Dhulipudi, who has previ-
ously directed the successful 

'30 Rojullo Preminchadam Ela'. The 
film is being produced under the 
banners of Prashvitha 
Entertai9ment, Neeli Neeli Aakasam 
Creations, and NVL Creations. 
Anchal Gowda, Payal Chengappa, 
Roshini, Yashna, Rohan Surya, Moin 
and Rohan Surya are the main 
actors in 'Bad Girlz'. The tagline for 
the film, 'Kani Chala Manchodlu', 
contradicts with the title in an inter-
esting way. Sasidhar Nalla, Emmadi 
Soma Narsaiah, Ramisetti Rambabu, 
and Ravula Ramesh are producing 
this film. The film is slated for 
release as a Christmas gift on 
December 25. Today, the teaser of 
this film was released by Buchi Babu 
Sana, director of Ram Charan’s 
upcoming pan-India film Peddi. 
Speaking on the occasion, the talent-
ed filmmaker said that he knows the 
story of Bad Girlz and that it's quite 
interesting. "The climax is highly 
emotional. When I was working as 
an assistant director under Sukumar 
garu, Munna used to come to him, 
narrate the stories he had written, 
and get them approved. Back then, I 

used to think that Munna would 
surely become a director, and that I 
should become one too. Just like how 
the song ‘Nee Kallu Neeli 
Samudram’ from my film Uppena 
became a chartbuster, the song 
‘Neeli Neeli Aakasham’ is an even 
bigger hit. Music director Anup 
Rubens has given wonderful songs 
for this film as well. I am a big fan of 
the songs from the film Manam. In 
this movie, Renu Desai garu plays 
an important role. The fact that she 
agreed to do this film itself shows 
how good the story is. The movie 
releases on December 25—do watch 
it without fail.” Director Phani 
Pradeep Dhulipudi said, “Our Bad 
Girlz is a complete entertainer. If 
hilarious films like Jathi Ratnalu 
and MAD were made with girls in 
the lead, they would have been like 
Bad Girlz. It's a refreshing movie. 
We released the teaser today to give 
an idea of what our movie is like. I 
am very happy that the teaser is out 
at the hands of my well-wisher, 
Buchi Babu Sana garu. Whether I 
am facing difficulties or experienc-
ing happiness, the first person I 
share it with is him. When I narrat-
ed the story of this film to him, he 
appreciated its content.

Actor Uday Bhaskar, 
known for his 
grounded perfor-
mances and emo-

tional authenticity, has com-
pleted shooting for his 
upcoming film “2nd 
Innings”, which is currently 
in the post-production 
phase. With a career span-
ning 16 years, Uday Bhaskar 
continues to evolve as a per-
former who prioritizes 
depth, realism, and sincerity 
over spectacle.

Over the years, Uday 
Bhaskar has built a reputa-
tion for immersing himself 
fully into every role he takes 
on. His acting journey, 
shaped by consistent learn-
ing and dedication, reflects 
a strong foundation in per-

formance-driven storytell-
ing. Industry observers 
often describe him as an 
actor who communicates 
emotions through silence, 
restraint, and subtle expres-
sions rather than exaggerat-
ed dramatics.

In 2nd Innings, Uday 
Bhaskar’s performance is 
already being spoken about 
positively within industry 
circles. While the makers 
are maintaining complete 
secrecy around the film’s 
narrative, they emphasize 
that the emotional intensity 
of the film rests heavily on 
the strength of performanc-
es. According to the unit, 
Uday Bhaskar’s portrayal 
stands out as one of the 
film’s key strengths, with 

many calling it a potential 
career-defining moment.

His on-screen chemistry 
with co-star Nakshatra has 
also been highlighted as a 
major asset. The interac-
tions between the two actors 
are said to feel organic and 
emotionally honest, adding 
weight to the film’s overall 
impact without relying on 
overt dramatization.

Currently, 2nd Innings is 
undergoing post-production, 
with editing, background 
score, and sound design in 
progress. Special care is 
being taken to ensure that 
the technical elements 
enhance the emotional lay-
ers of the performances. The 
makers have stated that the 
film’s soundscape and music 

are being designed to com-
plement Uday Bhaskar’s 
performance rather than 
overpower it.

Despite being 16 years into 
his career, Uday Bhaskar 
remains selective and pur-
poseful in choosing projects. 
He is known for favoring 
emotionally rooted roles 
that allow him to explore 
human complexity and 
inner conflict. 2nd Innings 
reflects this approach and 
aligns closely with the artis-
tic path he has been carving 
over the years. As the film 
moves closer to completion, 
expectations are steadily 
building within the indus-
try. Many believe that Uday 
Bhaskar’s work in 2nd 
Innings will resonate 

Uday Bhaskar Prepares for 
Career Milestone with Upcoming 
Film 2nd Innings

Ram Gopal Varma: 
‘Dhurandhar’ changes 

future of Indian cinema

F
ilmmaker Ram Gopal Varma claimed that 
Aditya Dhar has single-handedly changed 
the future of Indian cinema with his latest 
release "Dhurandhar". Calling the movie a 

"QUANTUM LEAP in INDIAN CINEMA", he shared 
on social media, "I believe that @AdityaDharFilms 
has completely and single handedly changed the 
future of Indian cinema , be it north or south ..That’s 
because Duradhar is not just a film.. it is a quantum 
leap What Dhurandhar achieves is not just scale, 
but a never before experienced vision not just in 
sight but in the mind. Aditya Dhar doesn’t direct 
scenes here… he engineers the states of minds of 
both the characters and us audience (sic)".

RGV shared his opinion about Ranveer Singh and 
Akshaye Khanna starrer using the following words, 
"The film doesn’t ask for your attention.. it com-
mands it. From the very first shot, there’s a sense 
that something irreversible has been set in motion, 
and the audience is no longer a spectator but an 
accomplice to the happenings on screen. This is a 
film that refuses to be polite. The writing cuts with 
intent, the staging breathes menace, and the silences 
are as weaponized as the thunderous sound effects." 
Ram Gopal Varma added that Dhar, as a filmmaker, 
understands that the power of storytelling does not 
lie in the volume, but in pressure building. He fur-
ther went on to praise the performances in the film, 
which, according to him, have been designed to lin-
ger long after the audience leaves the theatre.

"Characters walk in carrying history on their 
shoulders, and the film trusts the audience enough 
to read their scars rather than spoon feed their back-
stories. This confidence which could be easily mis-
taken for arrogance is precisely what marks 
Dhurandhar as a turning point for Indian cinema," 
added the director.Ram Gopal Varma pointed out 
that during the time when most filmmakers believe 
in dumbing down their films, Dhar is someone who 
assumes that the audience is intelligent, "the high-
est respect a director can pay to an audience".The 
'Satya' makers said that "Dhurandhar" is not a film 
chasing trends or validation.

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES 
RATING: 3.5/5


