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Road accident victims 
to get Rs. 1.5 lakh cashless 
treatment for fi rst 
7 days: Gadkari

ININBRIF
Peak coldwave 
likely across 
Telangana... 

SIR in 3 states, 2 UTs: 
Over 1 cr electors left out 
of draft electoral rolls

Centre clears major 
boost for digital 
governance

HYDERABAD: The city and 
several parts of 
Telangana are likely to 
experience a peak cold-
wave between December 
18 and 21, with tempera-
tures expected to dip fur-
ther over the next four 
days, according to 
weather observers.

According to weather 
enthusiast T Balaji, 
parts of Hyderabad may 
witness 7–9 degrees 
Celsius making it one 
of the coldest spells of 
the season so far.

Minimum tempera-
tures are forecast to fall 
below 6 degrees Celsius 
in parts of north and west 
TelanganaFor the last 10 
days, Telangana has been 
reeling under intense 
coldwave conditions, 
especially during early 
morning and night hours. 
Residents have been 
advised to take precau-
tions against the cold.

NEW DELHI: As many as 
12.32 crore electors have 
found their names in the 
draft electoral rolls of 
three states and two Union 
territories published on 
Tuesday as part of the 
ongoing special intensive 
revision as compared to 
the 13.36 crore people who 
were part of the voters’ list 
on October 27. Election 
Commission officials said 
the names in the draft 
electoral rolls also include 
new voters who had filled 
up Form 6 to become part 
of the electorate. 

In West Bengal, out of 
7.66 crore electors as on 
October 27, as many as 
7.08 crore were included 
in the draft electoral rolls, 
a net difference of 58 lakh. 
EC officials said the elec-
tors who did not return 
the enumeration forms 
have been included in the 
last of ASD -- absent, 
shifted, dead/duplicate 
electors.

NEW DELHI: The Union 
Cabinet on Tuesday 
approved a major ini-
tiative aimed at 
strengthening digital 
governance and 
improving public ser-
vice delivery across 
the country. The deci-
sion is expected to 
enhance transparency, 
reduce administrative 
delays and make gov-
ernment services 
more accessible to citi-
zens, especially in 
rural and remote 
areas.

According to offi-
cials, the initiative 
will integrate multiple 
platforms under a uni-
fied digital frame-
work, allowing seam-
less access to essential 
services such as wel-
fare schemes, docu-
mentation and griev-
ance redressal. The 
move aligns with the 
government’s broader 
push towards technol-
ogy-driven governance 
and ease of living.

K'taka Congress protest over MGNREGA row, 
‘hate politics’ in National Herald case

BELAGAVI (TSIT): The ruling 
Congress in Karnataka on 
Wednesday staged a protest 
against the Centre’s move to 
replace the existing rural 
employment law MGNREGA, 
challenging the BJP to remove 
the picture of Mahatma Gandhi 
from currency notes as well.

The agitation led by chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah and his dep-
uty D K Shivakumar in front of 
the Gandhi statue at Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha here also pro-

tested the alleged “hate politics” 
against the party leadership in 
the National Herald case. The 
protest witnessed the participa-
tion of ministers, Congress 
MLAs and MLCs.

Alleging misuse of power by 

the Modi-led BJP government, 
Siddaramaiah accused the BJP 
of indulging in politics of hatred 
and carrying out a malicious 
campaign by foisting cases on 
Congress leaders, including 
Sonia Gandhi and Leader of 

Opposition in the Lok Sabha, 
Rahul Gandhi. 

“The trial court’s rejection of 
the ED chargesheet in the 
National Herald case once again 
exposes how the Modi 
Government has misused power 
to harass political opponents.

 In this context, we protested 
today at the Gandhi statue in 
Suvarna Soudha, Belagavi, 
and strongly condemned the 
Union Government’s politics 
of vendetta. We stand in firm 
moral solidarity with Sonia 
Gandhi and her family in the 
face of the intimidation 
unleashed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah,” he said.
He further accused BJP of 
engaging in renaming exercis-
es instead of focusing on work 
to benefit the poor.

Alleging misuse of power by 

the Modi-led BJP government, 

Siddaramaiah accused the BJP 

of indulging in politics of hatred 

and carrying out a malicious 

campaign by foisting cases on 

Congress leaders.

Proactive measures guard TN 
from climate vagaries: CM Stalin
CHENNAI (TSIT): 
Acknowledging that the 
impacts of climate 
change are clearly visi-
ble, Chief Minister MK 
Stalin stressed that 
Tamil Nadu has been 
able to effectively protect 
itself from major damage 
due to proactive pre-
paredness measures 
taken by the State gov-
ernment.

Speaking in the third 
meeting of Tamil Nadu 
Governing Council on 
Climate Change, Stalin 
further recalled that 
Cyclone Ditwah severely 
impacted Sri Lanka but 
Tamil Nadu was spared 
from heavy damage 
because the government 
had anticipated risks 
and strengthened disas-
ter prevention and infor-

mation infrastructure 
three years ago.

“Cool roof project has 
been included in the 
action plan of Tamil 
Nadu Climate Change 
Mission. A pilot project 
implemented at the 
P e r u n t h a l a i v a r 
Kamarajar Government 
Girls Higher Secondary 
School in Ambattur has 
reduced classroom tem-
peratures by 1.5 to 3 
degrees Celsius. Based 
on this success, the proj-
ect will be extended to 
297 green schools across 
the State,” he added.

Andhra Pradesh’s overall growth 
rate shows upward trend

AMARAVATI, (TSIT) : Andhra 
Pradesh’s overall econom-
ic growth rate is showing a 
strong upward trend, with 

the State clearly outper-
forming the national aver-
age in the second quarter 
(Q2) and maintaining 

strong growth momentum 
during the first half of the 
year, a top official said on 
Wednesday.

Peeyush Kumar, 
Principal Secretary, 
Planning, presented a com-
prehensive overview of 
Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP), Key 
Performance Indicators 
(KPIs), and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
at the 5th Collectors’ con-
ference here.

Air pollution: SC asks NHAI, MCD to consider 
shifting or closing 9 toll plazas at Delhi borders
NEW DELHI (TSIT): Taking 
a serious note of the 
severe air pollution lev-
els in Delhi-NCR, the 
Supreme Court on 
Wednesday issued a slew 
of directions and asked 
the NHAI and the MCD 
to consider either tempo-
rary closing or relocat-
ing the nine toll plazas of 
the civic body at borders 
of the national capital to 
ease usual massive traf-
fic congestion.

The top court 
described the pollution 

crisis as an “annual fea-
ture” and called for 
pragmatic and practical 
solutions to tackle the 
menace and modified its 
own interim order of 
August 12 and permitted 
the authorities to take 

coercive action against 
older vehicles that do 
not meet Bharat Stage-
IV (BS-IV) emission 
standards.

It, however, refused to 
interfere with Delhi gov-
ernment’s decision to 
stop physical classes for 
students of nursery to 
Class 5, holding that no 
further tinkering was 
required as the winter 
break was already 
approaching. In an effort 
to ease vehicular conges-
tion at Delhi’s borders.

NIGHTCLUB FIRE: 
Luthra brothers 
brought to Goa 
from Delhi

PANAJI (TSIT): Gaurav and 
Saurabh Luthra, co-own-
ers of the Birch by Romeo 
Lane nightclub, were 
brought to Goa from 
Delhi on Wednesday after 
being deported from 
Thailand in connection 
with the December 6 fire 
incident that killed 25 per-
sons.They will be interro-
gated by the Goa Police in 
connection with the dev-
astating fire at the night-
club in Arpora, North 
Goa, an official said.

PM Modi arrives in Oman on final 
leg of his three-nation visit

Muscat, Dec 17 : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
arrived in Oman's Muscat 
on Wednesday for the 
third and final leg of his 
three-nation visit. Upon 
his arrival, Oman's Deputy 
Prime Minister for 
Defence Affairs Sayyid 
Shihab bin Tariq Al Said 
warmly received PM Modi 
at the airport.

The two leaders warmly 
greeted each other at the 
airport. A Guard of 
Honour was accorded to 
PM Modi as part of the cer-
emonial welcome.This will 
be Prime Minister Modi’s 
second visit to Oman, 
underscoring the growing 
depth of the India-Oman 
strategic partnership.

The visit assumes spe-

cial significance as it coin-
cides with the 70th anni-
versary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic rela-
tions between India and 
Oman. It also follows 
Sultan Haitham bin 
Tariq’s state visit to India 
in December 2023, reflect-
ing the high-level political 
engagement between the 
two countries.

President Murmu 
arrives in Hyderabad 
for winter sojourn
HYDERABAD (TSIT): President 
Droupadi Murmu arrived in 
Hyderabad on Wednesday 
for a five-day winter sojourn. 
Telangana Governor Jishnu 
Dev Varma, Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, ministers D. 
Sridhar Babu, and 
Seethakka accorded a warm 
welcome to the President at 
Air Force Station, 
Hakeempet.

Chief Secretary K. 
Ramakrishna Rao, Director 
General of Police B. 
Shivadhar Reddy and senior 
civil and defence officials 
received the President.The 
President later left by road 
for Rashtrapati Nilayam at 
Bollarum, where she will 
stay till December 21 as part 
of her winter retreat.

Police had made tight 
security arrangements and 
diverted traffic at various 
points on the route to 
Rashtrapati Nilayam.

On December 19, the 

President will inaugurate 
the National Conference for 
the Chairpersons of Public 
Service Commissions, being 
organised by the Telangana 
Public Service Commission 
in Hyderabad.On December 
20, she will address a confer-
ence on ‘Timeless Wisdom 
of Bharat: Pathways of 
Peace and Progress’, being 
organised by Brahma 
Kumaris Shanti Sarovar to 
mark its 21st anniversary in 
Hyderabad.Central govern-
ment and state government 
departments, as well as 
Rashtrapati Nilayam offi-
cials, made elaborate 
arrangements for the 
President.

The police and fire servic-
es department have 
deployed personnel and pro-
vided adequate fire safety 
arrangements and fire ten-
ders. The medical and health 
department has also kept a 
medical team on standby at 
Rashtrapati Nilayam.

Telangana Speaker dismisses petitions 
for disqualification of five BRS MLAs

HYDERABAD (TSIT): Telangana 
Assembly Speaker Gaddam 
Prasad Kumar on Wednesday 
dismissed the petitions to dis-
qualify five BRS MLAs who 
allegedly shifted loyalties to 
the ruling Congress.

Pronouncing the orders on 
the petitions for disqualifica-
tion of the MLAs, the Speaker 
said the petitioners failed to 
provide evidence that they 
defected to the Congress.

The Speaker ruled that the 
anti-defection law does not 
apply to the MLAs Tellam 
Venkat Rao, Bandla Krishna 
Mohan Reddy, T. Prakash 
Goud, Gudem Mahipal Reddy, 
and Arekapudi Gandhi.

He made it clear that the 
MLAs are technically still in 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

The Speaker pronounced the 
orders on the petitions for the 
disqualification of five out of 
10 BRS MLAs for allegedly 
switching loyalties to the rul-
ing party. He had completed 
the hearing on the petitions 

for the disqualification of 
eight MLAs and reserved the 
orders. The Speaker is likely 
to pronounce on Thursday 
orders on the disqualification 
of three other MLAs - Kale 
Yadaiah, Sanjay Kumar, and 
Pocharam Srinivas Reddy

The decision on the disquali-
fication of two other MLAs, 
Danam Nagender and 
Kadiyam Srihari, is likely 
after they submit their replies 
to the notices served on them.

They sought more time to 
respond to the notice sent by 
the Speaker last month.

HYDERABAD (TSIT):  Chief 
Secretary Ramakrishna Rao 
and Director General of Police 
(DGP) Shivadhar Reddy on 
Wednesday reviewed the poll-
ing pattern of the third phase 
of Gram Panchayat elections 
being held across the State. 
The review was conducted 
through webcasting facilities 
at the State Election Office, 
along with State Election 
Commissioner Rani 
Kumudini.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Secretary said that 
the State government would 
make wider use of webcasting 
technology in future elections 

to ensure greater transparen-
cy in the polling process. He 
observed that the use of tech-
nology in elections helps 
reduce law and order issues in 
villages and enhances public 
confidence, which in turn is 
likely to improve voter turn-
out. The Chief Secretary noted 
that compared to the polling 
percentages recorded during 
the first and second phases, 
voter turnout in the third 
phase is expected to be higher. 
He congratulated district col-
lectors, election officials and 
polling staff for ensuring the 
smooth and peaceful conduct 
of the elections.

CS & DGP Review 3rd Phase 
Panchayat Polling Pattern with 
State Election Commissioner
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NEW DELHI: The Centre on Tues-
day told the Supreme Court that 
to ensure speedy trial, it has de-
cided to set up a dedicated NIA 
court in each state and Union ter-
ritory and more than one court at 
places where there are over 10 
cases under anti-terror law.
A bench of Chief Justice Surya 
Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagc-
hi was also told by the Delhi gov-
ernment that 16 special courts 
are being created in the nation-
al capital to deal with organised 
crime and terror cases.
The top court asked the Centre 
and the Delhi government to ex-
plore the possibility of enacting 
a stringent anti-organised crime 
law like MCOCA for the entire 
National Capital Region, to avoid 

-

agencies.
Taking note of gangster Mahesh 
Khatri, who has multiple cases 

-
ent areas of the NCR and is be-
fore the court seeking bail on the 
ground of delayed trial, CJI Kant 

said hardened criminals involved 
in organised crime take undue 
advantage of the jurisdictional 
issues in NCR and evade the law.

-
erated in say A state, and the 

which court or agency should 
take cognisance of the matter for 
prompt investigation, or which 
courts shall have the competent 
jurisdiction itself becomes an 
issue in the criminal trial,” the 
bench said.
The top court was hearing bail 
pleas of Khatri and of Kailash 
Ramchandani, a Naxal sym-
pathiser from Gadchiroli in Ma-
harashtra, who was booked after 
15 policemen of a quick response 
team were killed in an IED blast 
in 2019.

goes to the hardened criminals, 
which may not be in the interest 
of society or the nation.
“It seems that the issue requires 
consideration, including the de-

-
-

tion of existing legal architecture 
in the NCR region,” he said.
While pointing to the multiple 
FIR in the case of Khatri, Justice 
Bagchi told Additional Solicitor 
Generals Aishwarya Bhati (Cen-
tre) and SD Sanjay (Delhi gov-
ernment) that they can explore 
the possibility of invoking of NIA 

Act in such cases, where there are 

He said NIA has the superven-
ing power of taking over all the 
investigation, particularly in re-
spect of these organised crime 
brackets.
Bhati pointed to the status report 
of the Centre and said that a vir-

tual meeting of the union home 
secretary was held with his coun-

was agreed that additional infra-
structure and post of judicial of-

NIA cases and for this funds will 
be allocated.
She submitted that the Centre 
has decided to set up NIA courts 
in each states and union territo-
ries and where there are more 
than 10 cases like in Kerala due 
to banned PFI-related cases, 
more than one NIA court will be 
there. “I can say that Rs one crore 
for recurring and non-recurring 
expenditure has been proposed 
by the Centre for setting up ad-
ditional NIA courts,” she submit-
ted.
Sanjay on other hand submitted 
that the 16 special courts which 
have been committed for trial of 
gangster and terror related cas-
es, will start functioning in three 
months.
The bench said, “We want these 
dedicated courts to conduct day-
to-day trials in NIA and special 

statute cases and would not hold 
trials for any other case. It is only 
when they are idle, they will look 
into other cases.”
CJI Kant said it should not be 
a case that existing courts are 
designated as special courts and 
burden the existing judicial ma-
chinery by entrusting special en-
actment cases.
Both Bhati and Sanjay assured 
the bench that it was not the case 
and additional infrastructure is 
being created.
The top court directed both the 

-
en report and posted the matter 
for further hearing in January, 
2026.
Earlier, in July the top court had 
pulled up the Centre and Maha-
rashtra government for desig-
nating existing courts as special 
courts as it asked for the creation 
of newer ones meant for special 
cases.
It had said if existing courts were 
designated as special courts for 
trials under the NIA Act, cases 
of undertrials languishing in jail 

for years, senior citizens, people 
from marginalised sections and 
matrimonial disputes would be 
delayed.
The top court had underscored 
the need of the hour to be the 
creation of more infrastructure, 

and the government sanctioning 
the posts.
On May 23, the top court un-
derlined the need for dedicated 
courts for NIA cases while calling 
for a “judicial audit” of laws en-
acted by the Centre and the pro-
spective ones by the states.
It said the cases entrusted to the 
NIA were heinous cases, having 

such case contained hundreds of 
witnesses and the trial did not 
progress with the required pace 

court were busy with other cases.
The top court further said the 
only appropriate course meant 
setting up special courts where 
trial of cases only related to spe-
cial statutes could be carried out 
with a day-to-day hearing.

NIA to have dedicated court in each state, UT; Delhi to have 16 special courts: Centre to SC

NEW DELHI: The India-Ban-
gladesh border witnessed 

attempts and over 2,500 ar-
rests between January and 
November 2025, according 
to data provided by the gov-
ernment in the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday.
Also, 79.08 per cent of the 
border with Bangladesh and 
93.25 per cent of the bor-
der with Pakistan have been 
fenced.
In a written reply, Minister 

-
tyanand Rai gave the data on 

-

Indian borders with Bangla-
desh, China, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bhutan and Myanmar.

-
tration attempts were detect-
ed along the India-Bangla-

11 months of 2025, while 
-

rested during the same pe-
riod, the highest among all 
borders.

-

ported along the India-China 
border, the minister said.
Giving a broader picture, Rai 
said that since 2014, more 

-
tempts have been detected 
across India’s borders, while 

been arrested.
The India-Bangladesh bor-
der, which is 4,096.70 km 
long, accounted for the bulk 
of these cases, with over 

and more than 18,800 ar-
rests recorded between 2014 
and 2024.
Providing year-wise details 
for the India-Bangladesh 
border, the minister said 855 

detected in 2014 with 2,160 
arrests.
In 2019, 500 attempts were 

-
tors were apprehended. In 
2022, agencies detected 857 
attempts and arrested 2,076 

2,525 arrests.
Along the 2,289.66-km-

long India-Pakistan border, 
-

tempts were detected since 
2014, with about 560 arrests 
reported.
The 1,643-km India-Myan-
mar border recorded over 

nearly 1,150 arrests during 
the same period.
The India-Nepal and In-
dia-Bhutan borders together 

attempts and around 260 ar-
rests, the reply said.
On border infrastructure, 
Rai said 79.08 per cent of 
the India-Bangladesh border 
has been physically fenced, 
covering 3,239.92 km, while 
856.78 km remains un-
fenced.
Along the India-Pakistan 
border, 93.25 per cent has 
been fenced, with 2,135.14 
km covered and 154.52 km 
still unfenced.
The minister added that 
9.21 km of physical fenc-
ing has also been completed 
along the 1,643 km-long In-
dia-Myanmar border.

Over 1,100 infiltration attempts, 2500 arrests 
on India-Bangladesh border in 2025: Govt 

NEW DELHI: Gaurav Luthra and 
Saurabh Luthra, co-owners of 
the Birch by Romeo Lane night-

killed 25 people, were arrested 
on Tuesday as soon as they land-
ed in Delhi after being deported 
from Thailand.
The brothers arrived in the In-

and were immediately handed 
over to authorities for further 
legal proceedings, 10 days after 
a blaze tore through the Birch by 
Romeo Lane nightclub in Arpora 
in North Goa.
Gaurav, 44, and Saurabh, 40, 
will be produced before a Delhi 
court where the Goa police will 
seek their transit remand. They 
were questioned at the airport, 
the formalities taking several 
hours.
Several reporters and camera-
persons were travelling on the 

Delhi, a TV reporter attempted 
to record the Luthra brothers 
inside the aircraft, prompting 

-
en security around the two men 
and prevent them from talking to 

anybody.
The Luthra brothers are facing 
a case of culpable homicide and 
negligence following the Decem-
ber 6 tragedy, which investiga-
tors allege was compounded by 
the nightclub operating in vio-

norms. The incident raised se-

safety violations and lapses by 
the management.

Phuket in the early hours of De-

their nightclub, prompting the 
authorities to issue an Interpol 
Blue Corner Notice and cancel 
their passports.
The duo was detained by Thai 

authorities at Phuket on Decem-
ber 11 following a request from 
the Indian government which 

Thailand to deport them under 
legal treaties between the two 
nations.
On December 11, a Delhi court 
rejected the transit anticipatory 
bail pleas. Additional Sessions 
Judge Vandana termed the alle-
gations against the brothers “pri-
ma facie grave and serious” and 
severely criticised their “con-
duct.”
The court took note of the police 
investigation that the brothers 
had booked tickets to Phuket one 

counsel had initially “concealed” 
while seeking protection from 
immediate arrest.
The judge said that leaving im-
mediately after the tragedy was a 
clear attempt to “evade the legal 
process”. Observing that “some-
one has to be held accountable” 
for the tragedy, the Goa bench of 
the Bombay High Court on Mon-
day converted a civil suit against 
the nightclub into a public inter-
est litigation (PIL).

BIJAPUR: Thirty-four Nax-
alites, 26 of them collective-
ly carrying a reward of Rs 
84 lakh, surrendered in Ch-
hattisgarh’s Bijapur district 
on Tuesday, police said.
The cadres, including seven 
women, turned themselves 
in before senior police and 

the “Poona Margem (from 
rehabilitation to social re-
integration) rehabilitation 
initiative, Bijapur Superin-
tendent of Police Jitendra 
Yadav said.
The cadres were active in 
Dandakaranya Special Zon-
al Committee (DKSZC), 
Telangana State Committee 
and Andhra Odisha Border 
division of Maoists, he said.
The key cadres include 
Pandru Punem (45), Rukni 

Hemla (25), Deva Uika (22), 
Ramlal Poyam (27) and 
Motu Punem (21), all car-
rying a reward of Rs 8 lakh 
each, he said.
Under the rehabilitation 
policy, surrendered cadres 
will be provided an instant 
assistance of Rs 50,000 
each along with other fa-
cilities provided by the 
Chhattisgarh government, 
like training for skill devel-
opment and other facilities, 
he said.
The state government’s re-
habilitation policy has been 
attracting Maoists to aban-
don violence. The families 
of those who have surren-
dered also want them to 
lead normal lives and walk 
hand in hand with society, 
Yadav said.

NEW DELHI: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) will 

against Congress leaders 
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi 
apart from others as it has 
taken cognisance of the lat-

the National Herald money 

Tuesday.
Earlier in the day, a trial 
court here refused to take 
cognisance of a charge sheet 

agency in April against the 
mother-son duo apart from 
some others.
The court said the rejection 
was made on the grounds 
that the ED charge sheet was 
based on a private complaint 
and a subsequent cognisance 
taken by a Metropolitan 
Magistrate and not on an FIR 
as stipulated under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).

against the order of Special 
Judge Vishal Gogne after 
taking opinion from the So-
licitor General (SG) or an 
Additional Solicitor General 

Reacting to the court order, 
the Congress claimed victory 
alleging that the “illegality” 
of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment and its “politically 
motivated prosecution stood 
fully exposed”.

not quashed the ED ECIR 
(enforcement case informa-
tion report), the police equiv-
alent of FIR in PMLA, that 

and on which the entire case 
is based.
It was on this ECIR that the 

alleging the Gandhi family 
“abused” their position for 
personal gains and Young In-
dian (YI), a private company 

mother-son duo, “acquired” 
Associated Journals Ltd. 
(AJL) properties worth Rs 
2,000 crore for a mere Rs 50 

-
ing its worth.
AJL is the publisher of the 
National Herald news plat-
form (newspaper and web 
portal) and it is owned by 
Young Indian Private Lim-

ited. The ED ECIR (FIR) of 
2021 in the National Herald 
case stands. The court has 
only said that the cogni-
sance of the charge sheet is 
impermissible. The agency 
has merged the EOW FIR 
of October 3 to its existing 
ECIR to ensure that its case 
and investigation remain on 
a strong legal ground, the of-

the agency has shared a good 
amount of documentary 
“evidence”, collected by it in 
this case during the course of 
investigation, with the Eco-

in September which became 

a criminal complaint on Oc-

its charge sheet in the case, 
a fresh ED charge sheet will 
follow, they said.
The ED may choose to put up 
some questionnaires to the 

its fresh charge sheet, they 
said.
The Gandhis, the majority 
shareholders of Young Indi-
an with 38 per cent shares 
held by each one of them, 
apart from some others, 
were questioned for hours 
by the ED in this case a few 
years ago. The agency has 
also not executed the action 
for taking possession of the 

Rs 751.91 crore worth assets 
of AJL attached by it as part 
of this probe under the an-
ti-money laundering law.
The adjudicating authority 
of the PMLA has upheld this 
provisional attachment or-
der and it is understood that 
the ED will initiate the pro-
cess of taking the possession 
of assets after the two charge 
sheets (EOW and ED) are 

pressed charges under sec-
tions 120B (criminal con-
spiracy), 403 (dishonest 
misappropriation of prop-
erty), 406 (punishment for 
criminal breach of trust) and 
420 (cheating) of the IPC in 
its FIR that names the Gand-
his, Congress leaders Suman 
Dubey and Sam Pitroda, 
entities like the Young Indi-
an and Dotex Merchandise 
Ltd, Dotex promoter Sunil 
Bhandari, AJL and unknown 
others.

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday passed a bill for 
repealing or amending 71 
obsolete and outdated laws, 
with Law Minister Arjun Ram 
Meghwal asserting that the 
progressive legislation would 
contribute to ease of living for 
citizens.
Replying to a brief discussion 
on the Repealing and Amend-
ing Bill-2025, Meghwal said 
the proposed legislation was 
aimed at removing outdat-
ed laws, correcting errors 
that had crept in during the 
law-making process and re-
moving discriminatory as-
pects of certain laws.
The bill was passed by a voice 
vote.
“Under the Narendra Modi 
government, no discrimina-
tion can exist in the statute 
books,” Meghwal said, refer-
ring to the Indian Succession 
Act.
The Minister said that under 
the Indian Succession Act, 
1925, if a Hindu, Buddhist, 
Sikh, Jain or Parsi makes a 
will, it has to be probated, 
while a similar provision does 

not apply to any other com-
munity.
The Bill seeks to repeal 71 
Acts, including The Indian 
Tramways Act, 1886, the Levy 
Sugar Price Equalisation Fund 
Act, 1976, and the Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation Limited 
(Determination of Conditions 
of Service of Employees) Act, 
1988.
The Bill also seeks to amend 
four Acts, including the Gen-
eral Clauses Act, 1897, the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
to update terminologies for 
registered posts, and The In-
dian Succession Act, 1925, to 

remove the requirement to 
obtain validation of wills by 
Courts in certain cases.
The Bill also amends the Di-
saster Management Act, 2005, 
to rectify a drafting error.
So far, 1,562 old archaic laws 
have been repealed. Once 
the proposed Bill gets Parlia-
ment’s nod, the total number 
of laws to be repealed will 
stand at 1,633.
Since May 2014, the Modi gov-
ernment has been consistently 
repealing colonial era, archaic 
and obsolete laws to declutter 
statute books, Meghwal said.
“These reforms are a step 

towards liberation from a 
colonial mindset. Such laws 
that bore the imprint of colo-
nialism... are being abolished 
during the tenure of Prime 
Minister Modi,” Meghwal 
said.
Meghwal said several mem-
bers had raised issues that 
were not related to the Bill and 
he would not respond to them.
Participating in the debate, 
Congress member Ummeda 
Ram Beniwal said the Bill does 
not seem to make any amend-

“This seems aimed more at 
rectifying the Centre’s own 
legislative adventures,” said 
Beniwal.
Congress member Dean 
Kuriakose expressed strong 
reservations on the Repealing 
and Amending Bill, 2025.
“While the government claims 
this is a routine housekeeping 
exercise to remove obsolete 
laws, a closer look at the Sec-
ond Schedule reveals amend-
ments that are not merely 
formal but have serious sub-
stantive implications for the 
common man and our disaster 

resilience,” he said.
“How, then, can we so casually 
and lightly pass these amend-
ments without any detailed 
discussion,” he said
BJP’s Manoj Tiwari said that 
through this amendment, they 
are going to amend or repeal 
some laws that are from as far 
back as 1886, and this should 
have been done within 20 to 
25 years of the country’s inde-
pendence.
He said that most of the 71 
laws have been incorporated 
into the main articles after 
amendment, and once they 
have been incorporated, there 
is no need to retain them in 
their old form.
Tiwari said that only four of 
these laws are being amend-
ed, while the rest are being 
repealed.
Samajwadi Party’s Lalji Verma 
expressed concern over the in-
troduction and passage of im-
portant bills on the same day, 
saying that the current gov-
ernment has rushed through 
many laws, which is why the 
need for such a bill has arisen 
today.

LS nod to bill for repealing or amending 71 laws
ITANAGAR: The Indian 
Army on Tuesday com-
memorated Vijay Diwas in 
the remote border village 
of Mechuka in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Shi-Yomi dis-
trict.
The Army organised a 
special screening of a 
documentary on the 1971 
war for school students, 
highlighting military op-
erations, strategic leader-
ship and bravery of Indian 
soldiers, defence spokes-
person Lt Col Mahendra 
Rawat said.
The screening was fol-
lowed by an interactive 
session in which Army 
personnel spoke on the 
historical importance of 
the 1971 war and the en-
during role of the armed 
forces in safeguarding the 
nation’s unity and integ-
rity.
The programme also fo-
cused on fostering patri-
otism and national pride 

among the younger gener-
ation, while strengthening 
the bond between the In-
dian Army and students in 
the border region. Empha-
sis was laid on values such 
as courage, discipline and 

said.
The Army also felicitat-

visiting their residences, 
acknowledging their im-

and invaluable contribu-
tion to the nation.
Army personnel interacted 
with the war heroes and 

-
ing their commitment to 
honouring those who laid 
down their lives in the ser-
vice of the country.
The state’s leaders also 
paid rich tributes to the 

armed forces on the occa-
sion.
Deputy Chief Minister 

Chowna Mein led the trib-
utes, recalling the courage 

soldiers who upheld the 
nation’s honour and se-
cured peace and freedom 
for future generations.
Mein said Vijay Diwas is 
a solemn reminder of the 
“unmatched courage, sac-

Indian Armed Forces who 
secured a historic victo-
ry in 1971 and upheld the 
honour of our nation”.
He said their dedication 

-
ue to ensure India’s sover-
eignty, peace and freedom.
Home Minister Mama Na-
tung also paid homage to 
the soldiers, stating that 
the “brave hearts fought 
with courage and compas-
sion to protect justice and 
humanity”.

etched forever in India’s 
history and in the hearts of 
every Indian.

Army celebrates Vijay Diwas in 
remote Mechuka in Arunachal
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Kharge asks Modi, Shah to resign over dismissal of 
ED case; Singhvi says law spoke louder than noise

New Delhi: Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Tuesday 
demanded the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah after a court 
refused to take cogni-
sance of the ECIR filed by 
the Enforcement 
Directorate in the 
National Herald case, 
calling the decision a 
“slap on the face” of the 
BJP leadership.

Addressing a press 
conference along with 
senior party leaders at 
his residence, Kharge 
said justice had prevailed 
and the verdict should 
serve as a lesson against 
the misuse of central 
investigating agencies. 
He accused the BJP of 
weaponising the ED, CBI 
and the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) to harass politi-
cal opponents and malign 
the Gandhi family and 
the Congress party.

Kharge alleged that the 
BJP government had 
repeatedly used the ED to 
engineer defections and 
form governments in sev-
eral states. He said the 
Congress would fight 
back politically on all 
platforms, from the 
streets to Parliament, to 
expose what he termed as 
the government’s misuse 
of power.

Explaining the legal 
aspects of the case, senior 
Congress MP and 
Supreme Court lawyer 
Dr Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi said the law had 
“spoken louder than 

noise”. He remarked that 
the case was heavy on 
rhetoric but lacked sub-
stance, noting that the 
court refused to take cog-
nisance at the threshold 
stage as even the mini-
mum legal requirements 
under the PMLA were 
not met.

Singhvi said there 
were internal notings by 
the CBI and the ED 
between 2014 and 2021 
stating that no predicate 
offence was made out in 
the complaint filed by 
Subramanian Swamy. 
Despite this, he alleged, 
the ED proceeded to file 

the ECIR in June 2021 
under pressure from the 
top, a move now rejected 
by the court.

Calling it a unique 
case, Singhvi said not a 
single rupee had changed 
hands nor had any 
immovable property 
been transferred. He 
explained that the matter 
involved a routine con-
version of debt into equi-
ty by Associated Journals 
Limited, and pointed out 
that Young Indian, which 
acquired the shares, is a 
not-for-profit company 
whose directors draw no 
salary, dividends or 
perks.

He further noted that 
between 2021 and 2025, 
the ED questioned senior 
Congress leaders, includ-
ing Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi and Mallikarjun 
Kharge, for nearly 90 
hours, with Rahul 
Gandhi alone being ques-
tioned for over 50 hours, 
yet nothing incriminat-
ing emerged.

A journey of devotion, discipline, and 
divine expression unfolds on stage

B e n g a l u r u : 
Natyanjali School of 
Dance proudly pres-
ents Rangamilana, the 
B h a r a t a n a t y a m 
Rangapravesham of 
Ms. Saachi Varun, a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
designer and dedicat-
ed disciple of Guru 
Acharya Ashok 
Kumar. The perfor-
mance will be held on 
Saturday, 20th 

December at 6:00 PM 
at the Dr. 
Premachandra Sagar 
A u d i t o r i u m , 
K u m a r a s w a m y 
Layout, adjacent to 
Dayananda Sagar 
College, Bengaluru.

The event will be 
graced by distin-
guished dignitaries, 
including C. R. 
C h a n d r a s h e k a r , 
R e n o w n e d 

Psychiatrist, Sukumar 
Kuna, President, 
Bangalore City 
Institute, Guru 
Vandya Srinath, 
Director, Brahmara 
School of Dance

Dr. A. Kumuda, 
Ph.D. in Dasa Sahitya.

Rangamilana marks 
a significant mile-
stone in Ms. Saachi 
Varun’s artistic jour-
ney, reflecting her 
years of discipline, 
dedication, and rigor-
ous training under the 
guidance of Guru 
Acharya Ashok 
Kumar. The program 
will showcase her 
mastery of technique, 
expression, rhythm, 
and traditional reper-
toire, celebrating the 
rich heritage of 
Bharatanatyam.

All art lovers, well-
wishers, and members 
of the dance fraternity 
are cordially invited 
to witness and bless 
the young artist as she 
takes the stage for this 
landmark debut.

Bengaluru : As India’s 
digital adoption acceler-
ates fuelled by UPI pay-
ments, online learning, 
telehealth, and a growing 
digital economy the need 
for robust, reliable, and 
inclusive internet access 
has become critical. 
Stepping up to this 
national priority is 
Dabba Network, a com-
munity-powered broad-
band marketplace that 
has emerged as one of the 
most successful imple-
menters of the Indian 
Government’s PM-WANI 
initiative, demonstrating 
scalable success.

Karam Lakshman, 
CEO and Founder of 
Dabba Network, said, 
“India’s connectivity 
challenge is also its great-
est opportunity. The 
demand for broadband is 
universal, but traditional 
deployment models don’t 
economically fit the last 
mile. PM-WANI flips that 

script by empowering 
local entrepreneurs and 
community partners to 
build internet access 
where it’s needed most. 
We are seeing the rise of 
a new, open broadband 
layer—one built for scale, 
affordability, and true 
inclusion. PM-WANI 
gave India a framework 
to unlock last-mile con-
nectivity through com-
munity-led models, and 
our mission at Dabba 
Network is to push this 
vision forward by build-
ing an internet network 
that is inclusive, decen-

tralised, and truly acces-
sible to every Indian.”

The company's traction 
reflects India’s massive 
last-mile gap. Despite 
having over 800 million 
mobile broadband users, 
the country has only ~40 
million fixed broadband 
connections, and pene-
tration in low-income 
communities drops to as 
low as one connection 
per 100 people. Dabba 
Network’s model fills this 
gap through community-
run hotspots, sachet-
sized data packs starting 
at Rs.1, and highly local-
ised distribution. 

Central to this progress 
is Dabba Network’s 
decentralised DePIN 
marketplace, which uses 
blockchain transparency 
and Web2 simplicity to 
align incentives across 
all stakeholders. Its DBT 
token model rewards 
uptime, quality of ser-
vice, and expansion.

Dabba Network Accelerates PM-WANI 
Rollout, Fueling India’s Billion-User 

Connectivity Ambition

It exposes hatred towards poor, 
Mahatma Gandhi: Siddaramaiah on 

Centre’s move to rename MGNREGA
Bengaluru, Dec 16 : The 

Union government led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, which is attempting 
to change the name and 
structure of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGA), has 
itself exposed its hatred 
towards the poor and 
Mahatma Gandhi, said 
Karnataka CM 
Siddaramaiah.

A press statement by 
Chief Minister Shri 
Siddaramaiah released on 
Tuesday in this regard 
stated, "Implemented by 
the UPA government 20 
years ago, the MGNREGA 
scheme has played a cru-
cial role in eradicating 
unemployment and pover-
ty in rural areas. This 
scheme, which guarantees 
the right to employment to 
every individual, has 
received praise from econ-
omists both in India and 
abroad.”

“However, while 
MGNREGA was a genuine 
form of employment guar-
antee, the proposed new 
structure under the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment strips away that 
guarantee and places the 
assurance of work at the 
whims of political leaders. 
This will further deepen 
caste discrimination and 
social inequality," the CM 
highlighted.

The NDA government 
has altered the very struc-
ture of MGNREGA, a 
scheme whose entire 
expenditure was earlier 
borne by the Central gov-
ernment, by shifting near-
ly 40 per cent of the cost 
onto the state govern-
ments. This stands as 
clear evidence of the anti-
federal attitude that Prime 
Minister Modi has fol-
lowed ever since coming 
to power, Siddaramaiah 
said. “This move will also 
increase the migration of 
poor people in search of 
work, as the proposed 
form does not guarantee 
employment in their own 
location — forcing fami-
lies to travel long distanc-
es to survive,” he added.

Naming this scheme 
after Mahatma Gandhi, 
who sowed the dream of 

Gram Swaraj, was a mean-
ingful decision. While 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi indulges in praising 
Gandhi during his foreign 
tours, within the country, 
he has consistently 
engaged in attempts to 
erase Gandhi’s legacy 
from key national pro-
grammes. From a parivar 
that seeks to glorify 
Gandhi’s assassin, Godse, 
what different conduct 
can one really expect? 
Siddaramaiah questioned.

Narendra Modi is wide-
ly known for simply 
changing the names of 
landmark schemes 
launched by the UPA gov-
ernment rather than pre-
serving or strengthening 
them. It would be more 
appropriate for this gov-
ernment to start a 
“Ministry of Name 
Change,” with the Prime 
Minister himself holding 
that portfolio, he criti-
cised.

"More than 25 flagship 
programmes launched 
during earlier govern-
ments were merely 
renamed or repackaged by 
the present regime. The 
Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan 
was rechristened as the 
Swachh Bharat Mission, 
while the Basic Savings 
Bank Deposit Account 
scheme was rebranded as 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana.

Mangaluru: 
City police issue 
guidelines for New 
Year celebrations
Mangaluru, Dec 17: In view of 
New Year celebrations, the 
Mangaluru City Police 
Commissionerate has issued 
a set of guidelines in the inter-
est of public safety and main-
tenance of law and order. As 
per the guidelines, hotels, res-
taurants, clubs, resorts and 
other establishments plan-
ning to organise New Year 
programmes within the limits 
of the Mangaluru City Police 
Commissionerate must 
obtain prior permission from 
the office of the assistant com-
missioners of police con-
cerned. Applications seeking 
permission should be submit-
ted on or before Dec 23 by 5 
pm. No New Year celebra-
tions will be permitted with-
out prior approval, and legal 
action will be initiated 
against violators. All New 
Year programmes must con-
clude by 12.30 am, after which 
no events will be allowed. The 
use of loudspeakers and 
sound systems will require 
prior permission from the 
competent authority and 
must strictly adhere to the 
Noise Pollution Rules, 2000 
and Supreme Court direc-
tions. The use of DJs has been 
strictly prohibited. The police 
have imposed a complete ban 
on the possession and con-
sumption of prohibited nar-
cotic substances during New 
Year celebrations. Obscene 
dances, indecent performanc-
es, gambling and other 
immoral activities under the 
guise of celebration have also 
been strictly banned.

Vendetta politics is BJP’s style; their false 
cases don’t have shelf-life: Shivakumar

Belagavi: Karnataka 
Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar on 
Tuesday strongly criti-
cised the BJP, accusing it 
of indulging in vendetta 
politics and attempting to 
defeat the Congress 
through conspiracies that 
he said would not sustain 
in the long run.

Speaking at a protest 
organised at the Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha premis-
es here, Shivakumar said 
the National Herald case 
had exposed the BJP’s 
political motives. 
“Vendetta politics is 
BJP’s style. National 
Herald is a national asset 

and the court’s order has 
proved that BJP’s false 
cases do not have a long 
shelf-life. They cannot 
defeat us through conspir-

acies,” he asserted.
Calling the court’s 

observations a victory for 
democracy, the Deputy 
CM said the case was an 

embarrassment for the 
BJP and justice for the 
Congress party. He 
alleged that the BJP had 
conspired to imprison 
Congress leaders Rahul 
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi 
and demanded an end to 
such politics of vendetta. 
He also urged party work-
ers to strengthen the lead-
ership of Rahul Gandhi 
and Sonia Gandhi.

Explaining the back-
ground of the National 
Herald, Shivakumar said 
it was founded in 1937 by 
Jawaharlal Nehru to give 
voice to the people and is 
a national asset of the 
Congress party.

Hi Life Exhibition brings luxury fashion 
showcase to Bengaluru

Bengaluru: Fashion 
enthusiasts in the city 
are in for a stylish year-
end treat as the Hi Life 
Exhibition returns 
with a spectacular 
showcase of luxury 
fashion and lifestyle 
collections. The three-
day exhibition will be 
held on December 19, 20 
and 21 at The Lalit 
Ashok, Bengaluru.

The exhibition will 
feature an exclusive 
curation of designer 
wear, couture cre-
ations, jewellery, life-
style products and 
statement accessories, 

offering visitors a one-
stop destination to ele-
vate their year-end 
wardrobe. Showcasing 

the finest in fashion, 
artistry and creativity, 
Hi Life brings together 
renowned designers 

and premium brands 
under one iconic roof.

Known for its high-
end presentations and 
trendsetting collec-
tions, the Hi Life 
Exhibition promises an 
immersive shopping 
experience for fashion 
lovers, style connois-
seurs and luxury seek-
ers alike.With festive 
and year-end celebra-
tions around the cor-
ner, the exhibition 
offers the perfect oppor-
tunity to discover 
unique designs and 
timeless pieces in an 
elegant setting.

Grand trailer of Vrusshabha unveiled in Kochi; Grand trailer of Vrusshabha unveiled in Kochi; 
Mohanlal returns in a powerful father–son sagaMohanlal returns in a powerful father–son saga

Bengaluru: The much-
awaited trailer of 
Vrusshabha was unveiled 
at a grand launch event 
in Kochi on December 16, 
turning the occasion into 
a festive celebration for 
Lalettan fans. The spec-
tacular on-ground event 
marked the official begin-
ning of the film’s promo-
tional journey, building 
massive anticipation for 
one of the biggest Pan-
Indian releases slated for 
Christmas 2025.

The launch saw the 
presence of lead actor 
Mohanlal along with co-
stars Samarjit Lankesh, 

Ragini Dwivedi and 
Nayan Sarika, director 
Nanda Kishore, and pro-
ducers Varun Mathur, 
Abishek S. Vyas and 
Sanjay Dwivedi, Group 
CEO and CFO of Balaji 
Telefilms. Their presence 
added to the grandeur of 
the event, which celebrat-
ed cinema, scale and star 
power.

The trailer offers a 
glimpse into an emotion-
ally charged narrative 
unfolding across two 
timelines, exploring the 
deep and enduring bond 
between a father and son. 
Mohanlal appears in a 

striking dual role, por-
traying King Vijayendra 
Vrusshabha in the past 
and a successful busi-
nessman in the present, 
haunted by memories of a 
previous life. His son, 
played by Samarjit 
Lankesh, is drawn into 
this haunting past as he 
battles destiny to protect 
his father. The visuals 
promise high-octane 
action, strong emotional 
depth and stunning cine-
matography, with Ragini 
Dwivedi seen in a fierce, 
action-oriented role 
alongside Nayan Sarika, 
Ajay and Garuda Ram.

Producer Ektaa R. 
Kapoor said Vrusshabha 
is a special milestone in 
Balaji Telefilms’ Pan-
Indian journey, calling it 
a true big-screen experi-
ence. She expressed grati-
tude to Mohanlal for lend-
ing his legacy and 
unmatched screen pres-
ence to the project, add-
ing that the film is made 
with honesty, emotion 
and scale to connect with 
audiences worldwide.

Bengaluru : A preparatory 
meeting regarding the 
Pulse Polio Immunization 
Campaign–2025 to be con-
ducted within the limits of 
the Bengaluru North City 
Corporation was held 
under the chairmanship of 
Commissioner Pommala 
Sunil Kumar.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on the comprehensive 
preparations for the Pulse 
Polio Immunization 
Campaign scheduled to be 
conducted from December 
21 to December 24, 2025, and 
the Commissioner issued 
necessary instructions to 
ensure the effective imple-
mentation of the campaign.
Target to Immunize 2,70,297 

Children:
The total population of 

the Bengaluru North City 
Corporation is 24,55,245, 
and under this campaign, a 
target has been set to 
administer polio drops to 
2,70,297 children below the 
age of five years.

Vaccination at 726 
Booths:On the first day of 
the campaign, vaccination 
will be carried out through 
booth activities at 726 
booths. During the follow-
ing three days, vaccination 
teams will conduct door-to-
door visits to administer 
the vaccine. In addition, 101 
transit teams will be 
deployed to cover children 
at public places such as 
malls, cinema theatres.

Preparatory Meeting Held Under the 
Chairmanship of the Commissioner for 
Pulse Polio Immunization Campaign–2025

Natanam Institute of 
Dance to Celebrate 

250th Birth Anniversary 
of Shri Muthuswamy 

Deekshitar in Bengaluru

Bengaluru : Achaarya 
Dr. Raksha Karthik, 
Natanam Institute of 
Dance, a member of the 
International Dance 
Council (CID), will com-
memorate the 250th 
birth anniversary of 
Shri Muthuswamy 
Deekshitar, one of the 
illustrious composers of 
the revered Carnatic 
Music Trinity, through 
a special thematic 
Bharatanatyam presen-
tation on December 20, 
2025, at Medai – The 
Stage, Koramangala, 
from 5:30 pm onwards.
The tribute performance 
will be presented by 
Acharya Dr. Raksha 
Karthik, along with her 
disciples, celebrating 
the spiritual depth, 
musical brilliance, and 
timeless compositions of 
M u t h u s w a m y 
Deekshitar through 
classical dance and live 
Carnatic music.
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Editorial

When Pakistan's Field Marshal,
General Asim Munir, presented a box
of lustrous mineral samples to US
President Donald Trump during his
September visit to the White House, it
became quite a spectacle - a token of
shifting geopolitical directions.
Munir's display of Pakistan's alleged
mineral wealth has now been quickly
followed by a commitment, with the
Export-Import Bank of the United
States (EXIM Bank) approving $1.25
billion in financing for the Reko Diq
copper-gold mining project in
Balochistan on December 10. This
move crucially demonstrates one of
America's most substantial economic
engagements in Pakistan's critical
mineral sector, a pivotal shift from its
security-centric ties in the past.
Donald Trump's sudden - and to many,
surprising - embrace of Pakistan
comes at a time when the India-US
relationship remains fraught. While
multiple factors have contributed to
this shift, two stand out - Trump's
increasingly transactional approach
to India and Pakistan's well-timed lob-
bying efforts in Washington. A
'Personal' Interest In Pak Beyond the
official strategic narrative, Trump's
personal interest in Pakistan's miner-
als appears to be augmented by his
close associates and family's direct
involvement in related private sector
ventures. Trump's instinct to treat
diplomacy as business deals is, after
all, widely established. The conversa-
tion around Pakistan's mineral poten-
tial is often inflated by domestic and
diplomatic rhetoric. For years,
Pakistani leaders have cited the figure
of $6 trillion in untapped critical min-
eral assets. However, this oft-repeated
claim remains uncorroborated by
internationally certified assessments,
those required by global financial mar-
kets to determine a mine's economic
viability. Much of Pakistan's resource
base also faces significant infrastruc-
tural challenges and remains underde-
veloped. The substantial mineral
wealth in Pakistan lies in gold and cop-
per deposits, especially within the
Reko Diq and Saindak mines in

Chagai district of the largest
Balochistan Province. Reko Diq, oper-
ated by Barrick Gold, is reported to
contain billions of pounds of copper
and millions of ounces of gold. While
the company has reported plans to
begin production by 2028, the timeline
has been subjected to previous delays.
This signals the complicated political
and technical environment in which
projects operate in Pakistan. As the
project progresses, the current excite-
ment over the Reko Diq project will
likely be dampened by the grim securi-
ty realities of the location where the
US intends to operate. Chagai, a dis-
trict bordering Afghanistan and Iran,
while less affected by insurgency com-
pared to the southern coastal areas
near Gwadar, does not remain
immune to violence. China's Not-So-
Pretty Experience The most lethal
insurgent groups in the province, par-
ticularly the Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) and the Balochistan
Liberation Front (BLF), have an exten-
sive operational presence in the
province. The insurgency is rooted in
deep grievances of political and eco-
nomic marginalisation, compounded
by resentment toward foreign-led eco-
nomic projects. Chinese economic
projects, in particular, are perceived
by Baloch militants as tools of
resource extraction benefiting the
Punjabi-dominated Pakistani state. In
that light, foreign projects and person-

nel have often been singled out as
prime targets. More recently, the secu-
rity threat manifested in a suicide
attack in Nokundi town of Chagai
District in late November. The blast,
carried out by a female suicide opera-
tive targeting the headquarters of a
paramilitary force, occurred less than
50 kilometres from the Reko Diq and
Saindak sites. The increasing use of
female operatives in suicide blasts, a
tactic previously employed by the
BLA's Majeed Brigade, notably in the
Karachi University bombing in 2022
that killed Chinese nationals, informs
the expansion of the insurgency's oper-
ational scope. The timing and location
of the incident should, therefore, be
seen as a deliberate signal of the secu-
rity challenges inherent in operating
in the volatile province. A Double
Whammy For Pakistan For Pakistan,
its renewed relationship with the US
presents a pleasant opening, at the
moment. The primary benefit is, of
course, the economic investment and
securing a Western financial partner.
Secondly, a critical gain for Pakistan
lies in the potential for security sup-
port or grants to address militancy in
the area; both Baloch groups and
Islamist factions such as the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) are known
to operate in the restive province. In
the past, the US has been reluctant to
support Islamabad against anti-
Pakistan groups.

Reality can hit you harder than any fiction that appears on the big screen. That's
true for the film Ikkis, which tells the story of 2nd Lt. Arun Khetarpal, who was
just 21 years old (hence the film's name) when he laid down his life on December
16, 1971.

TThat Fateful Trip To Lahore
Ikkis has an additional plot point that unfolds a full 30 years after the martyr-
dom of one of India's youngest Param Vir Chakra awardees. This is how it
unfolds... At the fabled Battle of Basantar - said to be the second biggest tank bat-
tle since World War 2 - fought on the Indo-Pak border on December 16, 1971, in
the Shakargarh-Samba sector between Pathankot and Jammu, Arun Khetarpal,
who was serving in 17 Poona Horse tank regiment, destroyed 10 Pakistani tanks
before a shell fired from one claimed his life. Of course, Khetarpal's parents -
mother Maheshwari, and father, retired Brigadier Madan Lal Khetarpal, himself
a WWII veteran who also fought in the 1948 and 1965 Indo-Pak wars - were proud
of Arun's courage on the battlefield, but they struggled with the pain of losing a
son so early. Madan Lal Khetarpal, like many others of his generation, hailed
from across the border. His roots lay in the town of Sargodha, which is in pres-
ent-day Pakistan, not far from Lahore. He had studied at Lahore's well-known
Government College before joining the army. "Papa always wanted to go back to
Sargodha, the place of his birth, his 'watan'. He doubted he would get a visa, as
he was ex-Army. But in 2001, when he was 81, he and four others were invited to
a Lahore Govt College Students' Reunion. When he got his visa, he was very
excited," recalls Mukesh Khetarpal.
Upon reaching Lahore, Madan Lal accepted the request of retired Pakistan
Army Brigadier, Khawaja Mohammad Naser, to stay at his home during the
reunion. Naser was also an alumnus of the Government College in Lahore.        
"Brigadier Naser was a good host. He even organised my father's visit to
Sargodha on the second day of his stay. Papa was very touched. On the third and
last morning, Brigadier Naser took him for a walk, saying he had something to
share with him," Mukesh recounts. "Papa was just not prepared for what
Brigadier Naser said next. He said, 'Sir, I am from the 13 Lancers tank regiment,
and on 16th December 1971, I was a Major, commanding a squadron of tanks that
was confronted by the tanks of 17 Poona Horse."
'My father's immediate response was, "Mera beta Arun bhi 17 Poona Horse mein
tha.." ("my son, Arun, was also in 17 Poona Horse." Then came the shock: "I
know, sir. It was a shell from my tank that killed Lt Arun."
"My father was stunned by the revelation. For a few moments, he said nothing.
Brig. Naser went on - 'Sir, at the Battle of Bade Pind [that's what the Pakistan
Army calls the battle], Lt. Arun stood like a rock before our Patton tanks. He was
a brave soldier and the main reason for our defeat that day...'"
"Recovering some composure, my father asked Brig. Naser, 'How did you find
out Arun's name? How did you know it was his tank?'"
Mukesh Khetarpal, now well into his 70s, recounts the story thus: "16th
December was the last day of the 1971 war; the Pakistan Army surrendered in
Dhaka that day. Brig. Naser told my father that by the 17th, the ceasefire was in
force, and as he was recovering the bodies of Pakistani soldiers, he saw Indian
soldiers around Arun's tank. "Naser added: 'Sir, I asked the Indian soldiers about
the officer who had fought bravely commanding this tank. The soldiers told me,
'Sahab shaheed ho gaye' ['he has been martyred']. When I asked them his name,
they said he was Arun Khetarpal. I have never forgotten his name, sir.'"

(Hansi: History snatched the
district, time returned it)

Hansi was once the capital of
the Haryana region. During the
reign of George Thomas, it
served as an administrative and
commercial center. During the
Mughal period, a mint and a
military cantonment were
established here. Due to intense
resistance against the British in
the 1857 rebellion, Hansi was
stripped of its district status,
and Hisar was created around
1870–1880. Following the forma-
tion of Haryana in 1966, Hisar
was reorganized several times.
In 2025, Hansi was announced
as a district, a move seen as his-
torical justice. History never
changes suddenly; it takes a
gradual turn. The ancient city
of Hansi in Haryana is a living
example of this. Once consid-
ered one of the most important
centers of power, administra-
tion, trade, and strategic impor-
tance in northern India, this
same city was a significant cen-
ter of governance for centuries.
Today, after enduring years of
administrative neglect, Hansi is
once again moving towards
regaining its identity as a dis-
trict. The announcement of
Hansi's new district status in
2025 is being seen not just as an
administrative decision, but as
an attempt to complete an unfin-
ished chapter of history. Hansi's
glory was at its peak long before
the British arrived in India.
During the reign of George
Thomas, Hansi served as the
capital of the Haryana region.
At that time, the city was one of
the major trading centers of
northern India under the Delhi
Pargana. Administrative orders

were issued from Hansi, and the
surrounding area was gov-
erned. This city was not only a
center of power but also a major
hub of trade, cultural exchange,
and military strategies. Hansi's
importance remained undimin-
ished even during the Mughal
period. Historical documents
and maps from Akbar's reign
depict Hansi as an important
Mughal center. A mint was
established here, where coins
were minted. The presence of a
mint in any city was considered
a symbol of its economic and
administrative strength. This
clearly demonstrates that Hansi
was not just a town, but a vital
pillar of the economy of that
era. Hansi's geographical loca-
tion also made it extremely
strategically important.
Located on the routes leading to
Delhi, Punjab, and Rajasthan,
the Mughals established a mili-
tary cantonment here. Later,
the British, recognizing this
strategic importance, main-
tained a military presence here.
Hansi's fortifications, adminis-
trative structure, and military
system made it one of the safe
and organized cities of northern
India. But the course of history
changed with the First War of
Independence of 1857. Hansi and
the surrounding areas openly
revolted against British rule.
This region was among the
areas where the British faced
the most intense resistance.
Local people, soldiers, and land-
lords challenged British author-
ity. This rebellion was not just a
law and order problem for the
British, but a direct challenge to
their authority. Following the
1857 rebellion, the British
adopted a policy of retaliation.
Areas that offered the most
resistance were administrative-
ly weakened. Hansi also fell vic-
tim to this policy. Although
there is no precise and authen-
tic date for Hansi's district sta-
tus, historians believe that
between 1870 and 1880, the
British shifted the district head-
quarters from Hansi to Hisar,
establishing a new district. This
virtually eliminated Hansi's
administrative importance. By
making Hisar a district, the

British not only altered the
administrative structure but
also marginalized Hansi's his-
torical role. Areas like
Fatehabad and Sirsa were gov-
erned from Hisar. This change
was not merely a matter of con-
venience, but a strategy to con-
trol a region that had dared to
rebel against British rule.
Historians also point out that
around 1700 AD, Haryana exist-
ed on maps with a distinct
geopolitical identity separate
from Punjab. Many maps from
that period are still available,
showing Hansi as the capital of
Haryana. George Thomas ruled
the entire region with Hansi as
his primary center. This clearly
demonstrates that Hansi's
importance was not limited to a
single ruler or period; rather, it
remained a center of power for a
long time. After independence,
when the state of Haryana was
formed in 1966, Hisar was the
largest district in the state. At
that time, Hansi was hoping to
regain its historical status.
However, administrative priori-
ties and political balances pre-
vented this from happening.
Instead, Hisar district was peri-
odically reorganized. Bhiwani
was made a separate district in
1972. Sirsa was followed by dis-
trict status in 1975 and
Fatehabad in 1997. Charkhi
Dadri became a new district in
2016, splitting from Bhiwani.
All these divisions have contin-
ually altered and reduced the
administrative map of Hisar,
but Hansi has remained exclud-
ed from the district list each
time. This neglect gradually led
to discontent in Hansi. People
began to feel that this was not
merely administrative neglect,
but rather an extension of his-
torical injustice. Over the past
ten years, the demand for Hansi
to become a district began to
gain momentum. Local social
organizations, trade associa-
tions, and political representa-
tives consistently raised the
issue. This demand gradually
took the form of a mass move-
ment. The people of Hansi
argued that the city met all the
criteria for becoming a dis-
trict—historically, geographi-

cally, and administratively.
Several administrative offices
already existed here.
Considering the distance from
surrounding areas and popula-
tion pressure, becoming a dis-
trict was considered logical. But
above all these arguments,
there was also an emotional
aspect—the desire to restore
Hansi's lost prestige. When
Hansi was announced as a new
district in 2025, it wasn't just
seen as an administrative news.
This announcement was seen as
the culmination of Hansi's his-
tory, struggle, and wait. People
saw it as a partial rectification
of the injustices inflicted by the
British after 1857, which had
long been ignored in independ-
ent India. The creation of Hansi
as a district is also an important
step towards administrative
decentralization. This will not
only provide better administra-
tive facilities to the local people
but will also accelerate regional
development. New opportuni-
ties are likely to arise in areas
such as education, health,
roads, and employment. This
decision will also strengthen
regional balance. History shows
that cities removed from the
center of power are marginal-
ized not only geographically but
also psychologically. Hansi suf-
fered this fate for a long time.
But now, with the creation of a
district, the city is poised to
return to the center of attention.
The story of Hansi also teaches
us that history isn't just a collec-
tion of events recorded in
books, but it also influences cur-
rent policies and decisions. The
establishment of Hansi as a dis-
trict is proof that history, even
if delayed, always finds its
rightful course. Today, as Hansi
stands on the threshold of dis-
tricthood, it marks not just the
expansion of an administrative
unit, but the restoration of the
soul of a city that once provided
Haryana with its capital, that
defied authority, and that
endured long periods of neglect,
yet remained true to its identi-
ty. This new chapter for Hansi
connects with the same old
glory of history from which its
journey began.

The coming generations will hardly
believe that there was a chain of the old-
est mountains, namely the Aravali hills,
on Indian earth and they will read only
in the books that the hills spread over 800
km from Gujarat to Delhi, through
Rajasthan and Haryana, ever actually
existed. Reason: The recent Supreme
Court decision.  On November 20, 2025, a
Supreme Court bench passed a vital
judgement over the definition of the
Aravalli Hills, India’s oldest mountain
range, accepting the recommendations
made by a committee spearheaded by
the Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
The Court ruling has narrowed the new
definition of the Aravalli hills to the
extent of 100 metre elevation threshold,
resulting in the outage of hills parts
below 100 meters height from the defini-
tion of mountains category, which will
exclude over 90% of the range from pro-
tection, allowing large-scale mining. The
former Chief Minister of Rajasthan,
Ashok Gehlot warns that this decision is
not about environmental protection; it is
a 'red carpet' for mining mafias. History
will never forgive the injustice the gov-
ernment is inflicting upon future gener-
ations by inviting the Thar Desert right
up to Delhi's doorstep. This recent con-
troversial redefinition will have severe
negative effects on the environment and
public health in North-West India, par-
ticularly the Delhi-NCR region. Ashok
Gehlot tweeted on December 16,2025,
“The Aravalli range is not just a moun-
tain for Rajasthan; it is our 'protective

shield.' Limiting it to a '100-meter' scope
based on the Union Government’s rec-
ommendation is tantamount to signing a
'death certificate' for 90% of the state's
Aravallis. The most alarming fact is that
90% of the Aravalli hills in Rajasthan are
lower than 100 meters in height. If these
are excluded from the definition, it is not
merely a change of name, but the
removal of a legal shield. This directly
implies that the Forest Conservation Act
will no longer apply in these areas, allow-
ing for unfettered mining.” Supporting
his point, Gehlot states that a mountain
is defined not by its height, but by its
Geological Structure. A small rock is
part of the same tectonic plate and moun-
tain range as a towering peak.
Separating the two is scientifically irra-
tional. How will the vanishing Aravali
chain affect the environment and ecolog-
ical balance? Mr. Gehlot explains that
the Aravalli is a wall that prevents the
Thar Desert from expanding. Experts
warn that even smaller hills (ridges) of 10
to 30 meters are equally effective in
blocking dust storms. Opening these
small hills to mining is akin to personal-
ly inviting the desert to expand into
Delhi and Eastern Rajasthan. The rocky
structure of the Aravallis intercepts
rainwater and channels it underground.
These hills act as groundwater recharge
zones for the entire region.

Removing them is an invitation to
drought in North-West India, a region
already grappling with water scarcity.
The Aravalli is the barrier that stops the
deadly heat waves from the west and pre-
vents the Thar Desert from encroaching
upon the fertile plains of Eastern
Rajasthan, Delhi, and Uttar Pradesh.
Kumari Selja, a former Union Minister,
and Sirsa MP, in a press statement on
3rd December, criticizing the decision to
remove hills below 100 metres in height
from mining restrictions in the Aravalli
mountain range, calling  it a reckless
assault on India’s environment and the
future of generations to come, said the
decision is anti-environment, destruc-
tive, and a result of the government’s
misguided policies that are pushing nat-
ural resources towards a crisis. Kumari

Selja said the Aravalli is not merely a
mountain range-it is the ecological life-
line of North India. It protects the
Rajasthan-Haryana-Delhi region from
desertification, plays a critical role in
water conservation, and safeguards the
livelihood and lives of millions of people.
In such a situation, giving mining
mafias a free hand is utterly irresponsi-
ble. She added that the government’s
move is a dangerous step towards legal-
ising illegal mining and destroying the
environment. The destruction of
Aravalli hills will directly and severely
impact water sources, greenery, ground-
water levels, and public health. Kumari
Selja warned that Haryana and Delhi-
NCR are already facing severe pollution
and water scarcity. Weakening the
Aravalli range could trigger an environ-
mental disaster for the entire region. It is
a well-established fact that the Aravalli
hills chain is the oldest mountain on
Earth. It spans over 800km from Gujarat
to Delhi (through Rajasthan and
Haryana). The highest peak in the
Aravalli Range is Guru Peak on Mount
Abu. The Forest cover in Aravali chains
not only preserves humidity in the
atmosphere, but it also modulates wind
direction and its flow, regulating rainfall
patterns and checks drought across
some northern states. It also serves as
pollution barricades to the Delhi- NCR
areas, which are even presently facing
higher AQI despite this Hills chain’s role
in trapping pollutants. What shall be the
position of Delhi-NCR pollution, when
there will be no Aravali to give protec-
tion? Concludingly we can say that the
Aravallis act as a crucial natural barrier,
blocking dust and sand storms from the
Thar Desert from spreading into the fer-
tile Indo-Gangetic plains. Their disap-
pearance would allow the desert to
expand eastward, impacting agriculture
and quality of life for millions. The hills
serve as natural wind regulators and
"lungs" that filter the air. Losing this nat-
ural shield would significantly worsen
air quality in the Delhi-NCR region, lead-
ing to increased respiratory illnesses
like asthma and bronchitis, and other
health problems. 
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Business

NOIDA, India, Dec 17,
2025— HCLTech, a leading
global technology compa-
ny, today announced that
it has been selected as a
strategic partner by ASN
Bank (formerly de
Volksbank), the fourth-
largest retail bank in the
Netherlands. As part of its
new strategy ‘Simplify and
Grow’, ASN Bank aims to
modernise and standard-
ise its IT architecture,
which will involve consol-
idating IT services, simpli-
fying the vendor land-
scape and building a
future-ready organisation.
Under the multi-year
agreement, HCLTech will
support ASN Bank’s enter-
prise applications, and
streamline services
through a distributed
delivery model to enhance
efficiency and customer
experience. Michel
Ruijterman, Chief
Information Officer, ASN
Bank: “By signing this
agreement, HCLTech’s
proven track record in
delivering scalable, inno-
vative solutions tailored to

the financial services sec-
tor means we can now con-
fidently press on with
streamlining our business
by reducing the number of
existing products and
aligning the underlying
processes and systems
under our new strategy.
Standardising and further
automating our systems
will enable us to organise
our business operations
more efficiently and effec-
tively.” Sudip Lahiri,
Executive Vice President
and Head of Financial
Services for Europe,
HCLTech: “By aligning
our engineering mindset
and scalable, domain-led
solutions with ASN
Bank’s strategic goals, we
are set to deliver tangible
impact and long-term
value, laying the founda-
tion for future-ready oper-
ations. Collaborating with
ASN Bank marks a major
step forward for HCLTech
as we grow our presence
in the Dutch banking sec-
tor.”

About ASN Bank

ASN Bank is an accessible
and forward-looking bank
with an eye for people,
society and the future. We
sustainably contribute to
financial solutions for our
customers while address-
ing Dutch societal issues.
We pay particular atten-
tion to sustainability,
financial wellbeing and
good and affordable hous-
ing. Our services focus
mainly on payments, sav-
ings and mortgages –
always with an eye for
both the interests of the
customer and social
impact. As a bank, we
combine the convenience
of secure mobile banking
with the power of personal
advice. Thanks to our
nationwide network of
branches, we are also
physically close by when it
matters. Through this
approach, ASN Bank occu-
pies a distinctive position
in the Dutch banking land-
scape. We now serve three
million customers, mak-
ing us the fourth-largest
retail bank in the
Netherlands.

New Delhi/ Hazira, 17
December 2025:
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India (AM/NS India) has
been awarded the presti-
gious Best Innovator Award
at the National Energy
Conservation Awards
(NECA) 2025, organised by
the Ministry of Power and
implemented by the Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE).
The award was jointly pre-
sented by the Hon’ble
President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu, and the
Hon’ble Minister of Power,
Shri Manohar Lal Khattar
at Vigyan Bhawan in New
Delhi on Sunday. On behalf
of AM/NS India, the award
was received by Mr. Baiju
Masrani, Chief of Hot Metal
Delivery at Hazira plant in
Gujarat. The event also
marked National Energy
Conservation Day 2025 cele-
brations. The NECA is
among India’s highest
recognitions for energy effi-
ciency; it recognises
achievements across seven
categories, including inno-
vation. AM/NS India was
selected in the Energy
Efficiency Innovation –
Industry category for its
Steel Making Plant-2 project
(SMP-2) at the Hazira plant.
The award is a tribute to

AM/NS India’s leadership
in decarbonising steelmak-
ing and setting benchmarks
through operational inno-
vation. It demonstrates the
company’s commitment to
its promise: ‘Smarter Steels,
Brighter Futures’, deliver-
ing sustainable solutions.
About the Award-Winning
Project: Steel Making Plant-
2 SMP-2 focuses on optimis-
ing the CONARC
(Converter + Arc) furnace –
an advanced hybrid of
Electric Arc Furnace (EAF)
and Basic Oxygen Furnace
(BOF) technologies. This
system is used in steelmak-
ing with hot metal, Direct

Reduced Iron (DRI) and
scrap. The process is highly
energy-intensive, requiring
sustained electrical input to
maintain the arc. AM/NS
India enhanced the
Electrode Regulation
System (ERS) by integrat-
ing advanced
Programmable Logic
Controller (PLC) and Auto
Arc Length control, allow-
ing for real-time adjustment
of arc length and improved
electrode positioning. This
resulted in stable furnace
operation and a 10% reduc-
tion in furnace electrical
energy use, significantly
lowering energy consump-

tion and CO2 emissions.
The project has delivered
measurable impact: o
Power savings of over 56,400
megawatt-hours/year –
enough to power thousands
of households annually o
Annual CO2 emissions
reduction of 41,700 tonnes –
equivalent to the emissions
from 10,000 cars in a year o
2% increase in furnace pro-
ductivity by reducing turn-
around time This milestone
aligns with AM/NS India’s
long-term decarbonisation
goals and India’s national
target of net-zero emissions
by 2070. By reducing CO2
emissions, optimising ener-

gy consumption, and
embracing sustainable
practices, the company is
not only contributing to
India’s climate goals but
also aligning itself with the
global mission to combat cli-
mate change and secure a
low-carbon future. The
recognition of the project as
the Best Innovator Award
2025 stands as a proud mile-
stone in the company’s jour-
ney, reinforcing dedication
to environmental responsi-
bility, technological
advancement, and sustain-
able growth. This remark-
able achievement also
serves as a powerful inspi-
ration for the entire AM/NS
India team to intensify
efforts toward energy effi-
ciency and innovation.
ABOUT ARCELORMIT-
TAL NIPPON STEEL
INDIA (AM/NS India):
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India (AM/NS India) is a
joint venture between
ArcelorMittal and Nippon
Steel, two of the world’s
leading steel manufacturing
organisations. A leading
integrated flat carbon steel
producer in India, the com-
pany has a crude steel
capacity of 9 million tonnes
per annum with state-of-the-
art downstream facilities. 

Mumbai, December 17, 2025:
PL Asset Management, the
asset management division of
PL Capital Group (Prabhudas
Lilladher), in their recent
report ‘PMS Strategy Updates
and Insights’, cited that Indian
equity markets scaled fresh
all-time highs in November,
decisively outperforming
global peers as a powerful
combination of record-low
inflation, resilient domestic
growth and normalized valua-
tions improved the risk-
reward profile for investors.
While global markets
remained uneven — pres-
sured by weakness in technol-
ogy stocks, a cooling AI-led
rally and soft macro data from
China — India stood out as a
relative bright spot, supported
by strong domestic fundamen-
tals and steady liquidity con-
ditions. Headline inflation
emerged as a key driver of
sentiment during the month.
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
inflation fell sharply to 0.25%,
the lowest level on record and
well below the Reserve Bank
of India’s medium-term target
of 4%. The sharp disinflation
reinforced expectations of
additional policy easing, pro-
viding meaningful support to
equity valuations. Reflecting

confidence in the domestic
growth outlook, the RBI
revised its FY26 GDP growth
forecast upwards to 7.3%,
while India posted 8.2% GDP
growth in Q2FY26, reaffirm-
ing its status as the fastest-
growing major economy glob-
ally. 
Domestic activity indicators
remained supportive despite
global headwinds.
Manufacturing PMI moderat-
ed to 56.6 amid tariff-related
export softness but continued
to signal healthy expansion.
GST collections remained
robust at ?1.70 lakh crore,
underlining the strength of
domestic demand, while
strong festive consumption
further cushioned growth.
Importantly, India’s current
account deficit improved to
1.3% of GDP, helping main-

tain macro stability despite
currency pressures and
volatile global capital flows. In
contrast, global markets dis-
played growing signs of
fatigue. 
The Nasdaq 100 declined dur-
ing the month amid profit-tak-
ing in AI-linked stocks, while
China and Hong Kong equi-
ties weakened on sluggish
macro data and muted policy
traction. Precious metals out-
performed as investors sought
safety, and crude oil prices
softened ahead of expected
rate cuts by the US Federal
Reserve. Against this back-
drop, India’s relative stability,
predictable policy environ-
ment and domestic flow
resilience helped it extend its
outperformance. Despite the
strong rally in headline
indices, PL Asset

Management cautions that
market participation remains
narrow, an important theme
highlighted in its quantitative
indicators. Only 22% of stocks
are outperforming the Nifty 50
on a 12-month basis, while just
28% of stocks are trading
above their 50-day exponen-
tial moving average — both
metrics sitting near historical-
ly depressed levels.
Additionally, only 23% of
stocks are generating positive
rolling alpha, compared with
a long-term average of 46%.
Historically, such extreme
narrowness in participation
has often preceded phases of
mean reversion and broader
market recovery. The Nifty-
Gold one-year return spread
has moved into deeply nega-
tive territory — a signal that
has, in the past, marked inflec-
tion points where investor
preference begins to shift
from safe-haven assets toward
growth-oriented equities. Mr.
Siddharth Vora, Head - Quant
Investment Strategies & Fund
Manager, PL Asset
Management, said, “Indian
markets continue to demon-
strate relative resilience at a
time when global risk assets
are undergoing a phase of
recalibration. 

Karimnagar, 17 December
2025: Oasis Fertility, India’s
trusted name in reproductive
medicine, continues its
nationwide fertility aware-
ness movement, Oasis
Janani Yatra, with its next
stop at Vemulawada. This
initiative aims to take fertili-
ty awareness, expert guid-
ance, and early screening
directly into communities
across Tier I, II, and III
regions. The event was
graced by Chief Guests – Sri
Chinthakunta Vijaya
Ramana Rao, MLA,
Peddapalli, Vyavasaaya
Committee Vice-chairman,
Sri Rakesh, Vemulawada
Congress Zilla Vice-President
Komraiah, Congress block
president Sri Venkataswamy
and Market committee direc-
tors, Sri Vastad Krishna, Sri
Daitha Kumar, Sri
Vidyasagar who appreciated
Oasis Fertility’s efforts in
bringing essential reproduc-
tive health education closer
to families and strengthening
community-level health
awareness. As fertility chal-
lenges continue to rise due to
lifestyle changes, delayed
parenthood, and lack of scien-
tific knowledge, the Oasis

Janani Yatra bus provides
free fertility consultations
and tests for couples that
include free AMH, free semen
analysis and haemoglobin
tests in safe, hygienic sample
collection zones, ensuring
that couples receive early,
accurate, and compassionate
guidance. From
Vemulawada, the Oasis
Janani Yatra will move to
Peddapalli, Gunthakal, and
Yemmiganur in the coming
days, taking this awareness
and early screening support
to more communities. Shri
Chinthakunta Vijaya
Ramana Rao, MLA,
Peddapalli appreciated the

initiative, “I appreciate
Oasis Fertility for launching
an initiative that promotes
much-needed reproductive
health awareness. When sci-
entific information reaches
the community, it empowers
families, eliminates fear,
and encourages healthier
decisions. Programs like
Janani Yatra play an impor-
tant role in building a
healthier future.” Dr. Durga
G. Rao, Medical Director &
Co-founder, Oasis Fertility,
speaking on the occasion
said, “As science continues
to transform the way we
treat fertility, the Oasis
Janani Yatra takes informa-

tion about advanced, evi-
dence-based reproductive
care to the core of communi-
ties, providing early medical
guidance to couples embark-
ing on their journey towards
parenthood.” Mr. Pushkaraj
Shenai, CEO, Oasis
Fertility, asserted, “As
India’s fertility rate contin-
ues to fall, accessible, timely
reproductive care is more
important than ever. We are
strengthening the reach of
the Good Hands of Science
with expert counselling,
early diagnostics, and guid-
ed support at the grassroots
level, so that aspiring cou-
ples can make informed
decisions about their next
steps.” Dr. Jigna Tamagond,
Clinical Head & Fertility
Specialist added, “The over-
whelming response to our
previous edition of Oasis
Janani Yatra showed that
couples deeply value the
right guidance. Through
this initiative, we aim to
ensure timely information
and compassionate support
to the local community,
which still faces challenges
in understanding fertility
issues and available
advanced treatments.” 

Mumbai: Benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
rebounded in early trade
on Wednesday driven by
value buying at lower lev-
els and a positive trend in
Asian markets. Steady
buying activity by domes-
tic institutional investors
also brought comfort to
the markets, according to
experts. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 201.23
points to 84,881.09 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE
Nifty went up by 64.8
points to 25,924.90. From
the Sensex firms, Eternal,
State Bank of India, Bajaj
Finance, Axis Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles were among the
major gainers. However,
ICICI Bank, Trent, HDFC
Bank and Sun Pharma
were among the laggards.
In Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index,
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index, and Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng index quoted in
positive territory. US mar-

kets ended mostly lower
on Tuesday. “
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 2,381.92
crore on Tuesday, while
Domestic Institutional
Investors (DIIs) bought
stocks worth Rs 1,077.48
crore, according to
exchange data. Steady
domestic inflows through
SIPs and insurance chan-
nels continue to provide a
strong structural buffer,
helping to limit downside

risks, Ponmudi R, CEO of
Enrich Money, an online
trading and wealth tech
firm, said. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
jumped 1.19 per cent to
USD 59.62 per barrel. On
Tuesday, the Sensex
tanked 533.50 points or 0.63
per cent to settle at
84,679.86. The Nifty
dropped 167.20 points or
0.64 per cent to 25,860.10.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 201.23 points to
84,881.09 in early trade.

Mumbai: The rupee recov-
ered 55 paise from its all-
time low level to close at
90.38 (provisional) against
the US dollar after a volatile
trade on Wednesday, amid
suspected aggressive cen-
tral bank intervention.
Analysts said the rupee’s
recent fall against the US
dollar was primarily driven
by external factors, not
domestic economic weak-
ness, and the high volatility
in the forex market is
expected to persist amid
shifting economic and
geopolitical cues. The lack
of progress in the US–India
trade negotiations and
extended selling by foreign
portfolio investors have
weighed on the sentiment,
while Brent crude oil prices
hovering near USD 60 per
barrel supported the domes-
tic unit at lower levels At
the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 91.05 against the US dol-
lar, then recovered some
lost ground to touch an
intra-day high of 89.96, reg-
istering a 97 paise gain from

its previous close. At the
end of trade on Wednesday,
the rupee was quoted at
90.38 (provisional), up 55
paise over its last close. On
Tuesday, the rupee tanked
below 91 per dollar, hitting
a low of 91.14. It finally set-
tled at an all-time low of
90.93 against the American
currency. “The Indian
rupee appreciated after a
five-day losing streak, bol-
stered by suspected aggres-
sive intervention from the
central bank,” Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities, said.
Parmar further added that

high volatility is expected
to persist in the forex mar-
ket amid shifting economic
and geopolitical headlines.
“Technically, USD/INR has
immediate resistance at
90.60 and support at 89.70,”
he said. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.42
per cent higher at 98.56.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was trading
2.09 per cent higher at USD
60.16 per barrel in futures
trade. “The rupee’s record
low against the US dollar

was primarily driven by
external factors, not domes-
tic economic weakness. Key
reasons, apart from the
imposition of steep US tar-
iffs (50 per cent) on Indian
exports, include persistent
capital outflows and dollar
demand linked to non-deliv-
erable forward maturities.
“These factors have led to a
roughly 6 per cent year-to-
date depreciation, making
the rupee Asia’s most nega-
tively impacted currency in
2025,” said Deepak Agrawal,

Chief Investment Officer –
Debt and Product Head,
Kotak Mutual Fund.
Agrawal said despite
India’s strong GDP growth,
robust forex reserves, and a
manageable current
account deficit, the lack of
progress in the US–India
trade negotiations and
extended selling by foreign
portfolio investors have
weighed on the sentiment.
“The RBI remains focused
on curbing volatility rather
than defending a specific
level, supporting a market-
driven approach. Looking
ahead to 2026, the rupee is
expected to relatively
appreciate if the India-US
trade deal is finalised and
capital flows improve,”
Agrawal said. On the
domestic equity market
front, Sensex declined
120.21 points to settle at
84,559.65, while the Nifty
dropped 41.55 points to
25,818.55. Foreign
Institutional Investors sold
equities worth Rs 2,381.92
crore on Tuesday, accord-
ing to exchange data.
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US President Donald Trump
has ordered "a total and com-
plete" blockade of all sanc-
tioned oil tankers entering
and leaving Venezuela - a
move that Caracas has
denounced as "warmonger-
ing threats". Trump wrote
that Venezuelan President
Nicolás Maduro's govern-
ment had been designated a
foreign terrorist organisa-
tion (FTO), which had also
engaged in "Drug
Smuggling, and Human
Trafficking". His remarks
come after the US seized an
oil tanker off the coast of
Venezuela last week - a move
that was seen as significant
given Venezuela's reliance
on oil. The US has also
recently conducted deadly
strikes on alleged
Venezuelan drug-smuggling
boats, and has significantly
built up its naval presence
nearby. Trump's post did not
give further detail of how the
wide-ranging blockade on
sanctioned oil tankers would
be enforced. As of last week,

more than 30 of the 80 ships
in Venezuelan waters or
approaching the country
were under US sanctions,
according to data compiled
by TankerTrackers.com.
Multiple new US sanctions
on ships said to be carrying
Venezuelan oil were issued
after the tanker was seized.
Sanctions were also placed
on some of President
Maduro's relatives and on
businesses associated with
what the US called his illegit-
imate regime. In his Truth
Social post on Tuesday,
Trump wrote that
Venezuela was "completely
surrounded by the largest
Armada ever assembled in
the History of South
America". He added that it
would "only get bigger" and
"be like nothing they have
ever seen before". Trump
also accused Maduro's gov-
ernment of using "stolen" oil
to "finance themselves, Drug
Terrorism, Human
Trafficking, Murder, and
Kidnapping". The president

has repeatedly accused
Venezuela of drug smug-
gling, and since September
the US military has killed at
least 90 people with its
strikes on boats that were
allegedly carrying fentanyl
and other illegal drugs to the
US. However, it has provid-
ed no public evidence that
these vessels were carrying
drugs, be it fentanyl - which
is mainly produced in
Mexico - or cocaine.
Tuesday's post from Trump

suggested that a label the US
had previously applied only
to Maduro was now being
widened to his whole gov-
ernment. Last month, the US
formally alleged that the
Venezuelan Cartel de los
Soles group was an FTO.
The designation meant that
Maduro was effectively des-
ignated as terrorist as well,
because he was alleged to be
group's leader - which he
denies. In response to the
recent US actions,

Venezuela - home to the
world's largest proven oil
reserves - has accused
Washington of seeking to
steal its resources.
Venezuela's economy is
heavily dependent on oil
exports, even though the
amount of oil it actually pro-
duces is relatively small
given that the country is
home to the world's largest
proven reserves. When
announcing the tanker
seizure off Venezuela's coast
last week, the White House
said the vessel in question,
called the Skipper, had been
involved in "illicit oil ship-
ping" and would be taken to
a US port. Venezuela's gov-
ernment decried the move,
with Maduro saying the US
"kidnapped the crew" and
"stole" the ship. The US had
been building up its military
presence in the Caribbean
Sea, which borders
Venezuela to the north, in
the weeks and months
before the raid. The build-up
has involved thousands of

troops and the USS Gerald
Ford – the world's largest air-
craft carrier – being posi-
tioned within striking dis-
tance of Venezuela.
Congressman Joaquin
Castro, a Democrat repre-
senting Texas, said Trump's
"naval blockade is unques-
tionably an act of war". He
added that US lawmakers
would on Thursday vote on a
resolution "directing the
president to end hostilities
with Venezuela". The US,
under both Trump and for-
mer President Joe Biden,
has opposed the Maduro
government for years and
pressed for him to be
removed by imposing strin-
gent sanctions. Maduro's
government has been
accused of rights abuses by
the wider international
community for many years.
Venezuela's opposition, as
well as many nations includ-
ing the US, denounced last
year's election as rigged and
say his rule is therefore ille-
gitimate. 

A popular South African
radio and club DJ has been
shot dead in the country's
largest city, Johannesburg,
sending shockwaves across
the nation grappling with
entrenched crime. Warrick
Stock, popularly known as
DJ Warras, was gunned
down in the city centre on
Tuesday afternoon. Police
said the 40-year-old media
personality was approached
by three suspects, one of
whom opened fire on him
before fleeing on foot. The
motive of the shooting is

unknown and no arrests
have been made, police said.
Stock was a well-known
radio and TV presenter and
a podcaster in South Africa.
Fred Kekana, a local police
chief, said Stock was
attacked outside Zambesi
House near Carlton Centre.
Stock spent several hours at
the building overseeing the
installation of security sys-
tems at the premises, which
had been controversially
occupied by unknown peo-
ple, reports the state-run
SABC.

Prosecutors in Los Angeles
have filed murder charges
against Nick Reiner over
the deaths of his parents,
Hollywood director Rob
Reiner and his wife Michele.
Nick Reiner is facing two
counts of first-degree mur-
der with a special circum-
stance alleging multiple
murders, district attorney
Nathan Hochman said. He
could be sentenced to life
without the possibility of
parole or the death penalty
if found guilty. He will be
brought to court to formally
face charges and enter a plea
after he is medically cleared
by prison officials, Mr
Hochman said. US media
report that could happen on
Wednesday. The couple

were found dead on Sunday
in their home in Brentwood,
Los Angeles, with multiple
stab wounds. The charges
also include a "special alle-
gation" that Reiner used a
knife. During a news confer-
ence on Tuesday, Mr
Hochman said no decision
had been made about
whether prosecutors would
seek the death penalty. The
suspect, 32, was also accused
of using a "dangerous and
deadly weapon, that being a
knife". He was initially
expected to appear before a
judge later on Tuesday for
an arraignment hearing,
though this was resched-
uled. Rob Reiner directed a
handful of iconic films in a
variety of genres.

Naveed Akram, the surviv-
ing suspect in Sunday's mass
shooting at Bondi Beach in
Sydney, has been charged
with 59 offences, including
15 counts of murder and one
of committing a terrorist act,
the New South Wales police
say. Akram, 24, was critical-
ly injured during the inci-
dent. His father Sajid
Akram, 50, was killed in an
exchange of fire with police
at the scene. Fifteen people
were killed and dozens of
others were injured in the
attack, which targeted
Australia's Jewish commu-
nity at an event celebrating
the first night of Hanukkah.
It was the country's deadliest
shooting since 1996. Akram
also faces 40 charges of caus-
ing grievous bodily harm
with intent to murder, as
well as one charge of causing
a public display of a prohibit-

ed terrorist organisation
symbol. Akram had his first
hearing from his hospital
bedside, the local New South
Wales court said. The case
has been adjourned until
April 2026, the court added.
Earlier on Wednesday, New
South Wales Police
Commissioner Mal Lanyon
said they were waiting for
medication to wear off
before formally questioning
Akram. "For his fairness, we

need him to understand
what is exactly happening,"
Lanyon said. As of
Wednesday evening local
time, 17 people are still being
treated in hospitals across
Sydney. One is in critical
condition, with four others
described as critical but sta-
ble. Police have designated
the attack a terrorist inci-
dent, with Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
saying it appears to have

been "motivated by Islamic
State" group ideology. On
Tuesday, it emerged that the
father and son had travelled
to the Philippines in
November. The Philippine
immigration bureau told the
BBC that they were in the
country from 1 November to
28 November. Their final
destination was the south-
ern city of Davao, an immi-
gration spokesperson said.
Naveed Akram travelled to
the Philippines using an
Australian passport, while
his father Sajid used an
Indian passport, border
authorities in Manila told
the BBC. Sajid Akram was
originally from the south-
ern Indian city of
Hyderabad, but had "limit-
ed contact" with his family
there, a police official from
the Indian state of
Telangana said.

The first of the funerals for
victims of the Bondi Beach
shooting has taken place in
Sydney, with thousands
gathering to mourn Rabbi
Eli Schlanger. He was
among 15 people killed
when two gunmen opened
fire on a festival marking
the first day of Hanukkah.
Australia's prime minister
said that the attackers
appear to have been
inspired by Islamic State
(IS) group. Rabbi Schlanger,
who was known as the
"Bondi Rabbi" and had
helped organise Sunday's
event, was born in the UK.
His wife gave birth to their
fifth child just two months
ago. Rabbi Levi Wolff, who
opened the service, said his

death as an "unspeakable
loss" for the community, the
Chabad of Bondi and "the
entire Jewish nation". "Eli
was ripped away from us,
doing what he loved best,"
he said. "Spreading love and
joy and caring for his people
with endless self-sacrifice in
his life and in his death, he
towered above as one of the

highest and holiest souls."
He was mourned by his
father-in-law as a person
beloved by the community.
The 41-year-old was "my
son, my friend, my confi-
dant," Rabbi Yehoram
Ulman told the congrega-
tion at the Chabad of Bondi.
"My biggest regret was,
apart from the obvious, to

tell Eli more often how
much we love him, how
much I love him, how much
we appreciate everything
that he does and how proud
we are of him," Rabbi
Ulman said. "I hope he knew
that but I think it should
have been said more often."
Ulman also urged Jewish
people not to hide in the
aftermath of the attack and
said that on Sunday night -
the final night of Hanukkah
- they would continue a 31-
year-old tradition, and light
the final candle on Bondi
Beach. "All the rabbis
together, under the banner
of our Chabat house of
Bondi, to which Eli dedicat-
ed his life, we are going to
gather in Bondi Beach.

Nato countries' pledge to
spend 5% of their eco-
nomic output on defence
is Donald Trump's
"biggest foreign policy
success," the alliance's
chief has said. In an inter-
view with the BBC, Mark
Rutte said it was thanks
to Donald Trump that
Nato was "stronger than
it ever was", adding that
Trump "is good news for
collective defence, for
Nato and for Ukraine".
The US leader has harsh-
ly criticised European
allies for spending very
little on defence - even
threatening to withdraw
US protection if they fail
to do so. The Nato chief
has warned that Russia
could attack allies within
the next five years.
Russia's President
Vladimir Putin dismissed
such talk as "hysteria" on
Wednesday. "I've said it
repeatedly - it's a lie, non-
sense, pure nonsense,
about some imaginary
Russian threat to
European countries,"
Putin told defence offi-
cials in Moscow. After
Putin launched Russia's
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February

2022, he announced the
annexation of four
Ukrainian regions -
Donetsk, Luhansk,
Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson. Russia had
already annexed Crimea
in 2014. It now occupies
most of Luhansk, and is
understood to demand
Ukraine's withdrawal
from all of Donetsk, too,
even though Ukraine still
controls up to 23% of the
eastern region. Putin said
the goals of what he calls
"the special military oper-
ation" would be achieved.
He said he preferred to do
it through diplomacy,
before warning that, "if
the opposing side and
their foreign patrons
refuse to engage in sub-
stantive discussions,
Russia will achieve the
liberation of its historical
lands by military means".
In his interview with the
BBC Radio 4's PM pro-
gramme, the Nato secre-
tary general said it was
"insane" that Putin's pur-
suit of his "historical idea
that you want to regain
access to Ukraine" - or
over the entire territory
that used to constitute the
former Soviet Union - had
caused the death or seri-
ous injury to 1.1m of his
people. Mark Rutte
praised Trump's efforts to
find an end to the war. US
envoys have been con-
ducting intense negotia-
tions with Ukrainian offi-
cials over a Trump-pro-
posed peace plan whose
initial draft was seen as
favouring Russia.

Finland's delegate to last
month's Miss Universe
pageant held in Thailand
has sparked controversy
and outrage after a photo
of her pulling the corners
of her eyes went viral.
Sarah Dzafce, who has
been stripped of her Miss
Finland crown, uploaded
the photo with the caption
"eating with a Chinese".
The slanted-eyes pose is
often seen as disrespectful
to East Asians. The post
drew backlash in Japan,
South Korea and China
against the 22-year-old
and even against her
country's flag carrier,
Finnair. Finland's prime
minister weighed in on
Monday, saying that mak-
ing such gestures was
"thoughtless and stupid"
and that the controversy
that ensued was "damag-
ing" to the country. Ms
Dzafce claimed the ges-
ture was her reaction to a
headache during dinner.
She said a friend added
the offensive caption to
the 11 December post
without her consent,
according to local tabloid
Ilta-Sanomat. Ms Dzafce
has apologised for the

photo, noting it has
"caused ill will in many
people". "That was not my
intention in any way...
One of the most important
things for me is respect
for people, their back-
grounds and differences,"
she wrote on an
Instagram post. The apol-
ogy still drew criticism,
with some calling it
"insincere" given it was
written in Finnish. One
person wrote: "That was
uncalled for, Asian people
didn't do anything to
you... We [are] still disap-
pointed in you." Two
right-wing MPs in
Finland, Juho Eerola and
Kaisa Garedew, posted
photos of themselves
mimicking Ms Dzafce's
gesture to show their sup-
port for the beauty queen.
The posts were taken
down after backlash.
Eerola apologised adding
he felt Ms Dzafce was
given "disproportionately
harsh punishment".
Finnish Prime Minister
Petteri Orpo condemned
the MPs' actions as "child-
ish", adding that lawmak-
ers should set an example
of proper conduct. 

South Africa has accused the
US of using Kenyan nation-
als who did not have work
permits at a facility process-
ing applications by white
South Africans for refugee
status. Seven Kenyans were
arrested after intelligence
reports revealed that people
"had recently entered South
Africa on tourist visas and
had illegally taken up work"
at the centre, said a state-
ment from South Africa's
department of home affairs.
The BBC has approached the
US State Department for
comment. While the US is
trying to reduce overall lev-
els of migration, it says that
members of South Africa's
white Afrikaner community
can get asylum because they
face persecution - a claim
South Africa's government

strongly rejects. The US has
reduced its yearly intake of
refugees from around the
world from 125,000 to 7,500,
but says it will prioritise
Afrikaners, who are mostly
descendants of Dutch and
French settlers. This is one of
the issues that have caused a
sharp deterioration in rela-
tions between South Africa
and the Trump administra-
tion. South Africa says the
Kenyan nationals arrested in
Tuesday's raid will now be
deported and will be banned
from entering the country for
five years. They had previ-
ously been denied work visas
but were found "engaging in
work despite only being in
possession of tourist visas, in
clear violation of their condi-
tions of entry into the coun-
try", the statement said.

South Africa also expressed
concern that foreign officials
appeared to have coordinat-
ed with undocumented work-
ers and said it had reached
out to the US and Kenya to
resolve the matter. The home
affairs department said the
raid showcased the commit-
ment that South Africa
shared "with the United
States to combating illegal

immigration and visa abuse
in all its forms". No US offi-
cials were arrested and the
operation was not at a diplo-
matic site, it said. While the
State Department is yet to
respond to the BBC's request
for comment, in a statement
issued to US publications,
Tommy Pigott, principal
deputy spokesperson for the
State Department, said the

department was "seeking
immediate clarification from
the South African govern-
ment" on the issue and
expected "full cooperation
and accountability".
"Interfering in our refugee
operations in unacceptable,"
US publication The Hill quot-
ed Pigott saying. The process-
ing of applications by white
South Africans is being done
by RSC Africa, according to
the US embassy in South
Africa. RSC Africa is a
Kenyan-based refugee sup-
port centre operated by
Church World Service
(CWS). The BBC has asked
RSC Africa for comment. US
President Donald Trump has
repeatedly claimed that
Afrikaners are being subject-
ed to a "genocide" in South
Africa, even though there is

no evidence that white farm-
ers are more likely to be the
victims of crime than their
black counterparts. He
offered Afrikaners refugee
status earlier this year after
South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa signed a
law allowing the government
to seize land without compen-
sation in rare instances. A
first group of about 50 people
flew to the US on a chartered
plane - it is not clear how
many others have moved, or
are in the process of apply-
ing. Because of the legacy of
the racist apartheid system,
the majority of privately
owned farmland in South
Africa is owned by the white
community and South
Africa's government is under
pressure to provide more
land to black farmers. 
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Anaya Bangar, child of for-
mer India batter Sanjay
Bangar, was over the moon
as her friend Sarfaraz Khan
was bought by Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) during
Tueday's IPL 2026 min-auc-
tion in Abu Dhabi.
Sarfaraz, who last played in
the IPL in 2023, was roped
in at his base price of Rs 75
lakh. After years of being
rejected, Sarfaraz thanked
CSK for giving his career a
new life. "Thank you so
much, CSK for giving me
new life," Sarfaraz cap-
tioned a video on his
Instagram story. Reacting
to a welcome post for
Sarfaraz from CSK, Anaya
dropped a 'fire' and a 'clap-

ping hands' emojis in the
comment section. During
IPL 2025, Anaya visited
Sarfaraz's house to spend
quality time with the batter
and his family. She had
taken to social media to

post a few pictures along-
side Sarfaraz and his father
Naushad Khan. In a video
shared by Anaya, Sarfaraz
revealed the two were meet-
ing after a gap of two-three
years. "We held bats before

we held phones. Friends
since the beginning. Missed
you @musheerkhan.97,"
Anaya captioned the post.
Last year, Anaya shared a
journey of transformation
post a hormonal replace-
ment therapy and gender
reaffirming surgery. 

Anaya, who was
formerly named Aryan, is
an athlete and played age-
group cricket following her
father Sanjay Bangar's foot-
steps. Sarfaraz, on the
other hand, has been in
excellent form in this
year's Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy, amassing 256 runs
from six innings at an aver-
age of 64.00 and a strike-
rate of 182.85.

Alex Carey steered Australia
to a dominant position on
Day 1 of the third Ashes Test
at Adelaide Oval on
Wednesday. After a shaky
start, which saw Australia
slump to 94/4 soon after
lunch, Carey, along with the
last-minute inclusion of
Usman Khawaja, added 91
runs for the fifth wicket to
rescue Australia. Carey
scored 106 off 143 balls. The
South Australian, whose
father Gordon died in
September after a protracted
battle with cancer, looked up
to the sky after notching his
third Test century. This
achievement was significant
for Carey, who looked sky-
ward in tribute to his late
father, who passed away in
September from leukaemia.
The 34-year-old also became
Australia's leading run-scor-

er in Tests this year, surpass-
ing Steve Smith's 618 runs to
rank sixth in the world for
runs in the format. However,
the century didn't come with-
out controversy. Carey sur-
vived an early chance in the
innings when he flashed at
the first ball of the 63rd over

from Josh Tongue.
Wicketkeeper Jamie Smith
and a fielder appealed and
celebrated for a catch behind,
but standing umpire Ahsan
Raza turned it down as
England reviewed the deci-
sion almost immediately.
There was a spike shown on

the snickometer, but it
appeared two to three frames
before the ball passed the bat.
Chris Gaffaney, the TV
umpire, said the spike was
"before the bat" and that the
ball appeared to have "gone
well under" the bat: "There's
a clear gap, no spike." "I
thought there was a bit of a
feather or some sort of noise
when it passed the bat. It
looked a bit funny on the
replay, didn't it, with the
noise coming early? 
If I were given out, I think I
would have reviewed it -
probably not confidently,
though. It was a nice sound
as it passed the bat, yeah.
"Snicko obviously didn't line
up, did it? That's just the way
cricket goes sometimes, isn't
it? You have a bit of luck, and
maybe it went my way
today," said Carey. 

Following their landmark
victory at the ICC Women's
World Cup 2025, the Indian
Women's Cricket Team was
formally felicitated by Tata
Motors in recognition of
their outstanding achieve-
ment. At a ceremony held
at the Bombay House on
16th December 2025, the
company announced a spe-
cial gesture of appreciation
under which each member
of the world cup winning
squad will be awarded a
Tata Sierra, the recently
unveiled model positioned
as an icon reimagined. The
event was attended by sen-
ior leadership from the

Tata Group, including Mr.
N. Chandrasekaran,
Chairman of Tata Sons and
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd., and Mr.
Shailesh Chandra,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer,
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd. Their pres-
ence underscored the
Group's commitment to cel-
ebrating excellence and
supporting Indian sport.
Mr. N. Chandrasekaran,
Chairman of Tata Sons and
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd. commented,
"Every child knew where
they were when the world

changed for them in July
1983. One of those children
who watched the men's
cricket team's success
became one of the world's
great batsmen, and he dom-
inated every kind of bowler
for over two decades.
Eventually, he won a world
cup of his own, and it was
only then that the bat final-
ly left Sachin Tendulkar's
hands. In the year 2025, on
the 2nd of November, a date
a new generation of chil-
dren will always remem-
ber, the women's team
finally did what their faith-
ful followers knew they
were capable of. 

The India vs South Africa
4th T20I in Lucknow on
Wednesday could well have
decided the result of the
series, with the hosts need-
ing a win to seal it. However,
what the two teams and the
thousands of spectators got
was an endless wait. The
toss, which was supposed to
take place at 6:30 PM IST,
was delayed again and again
due to excessive fog.
Umpires opted for pitch
inspections at 6:50 PM, 7:30
PM, 8 PM, 8:30 PM, 9 PM,
and 9:25 PM. On each occa-
sion, play could not begin,
frustrating everyone. India
currently lead the series 2-1.
2007 T20 World Cup winner
Robin Uthappa, who was
commentating on the
match, was visibly irritated.
He wondered whether it was
possible for the fog to clear
as the evening progressed. "I
am actually befuddled by
the umpire's decision. This
is not going to get better. I
have played first-class crick-
et in much worse conditions

than this. This is way bet-
ter," said Robin Uthappa.
Ahead of the fourth T20I,
Indian all-rounder Axar
Patel was ruled out of the

remaining two matches of
the five-match series
against South Africa due to
illness, the BCCI said on
Monday. The BCCI stated

that the star all-rounder will
remain with the Indian
team in Lucknow and will
undergo further medical
assessment. In place of Axar

Patel, the BCCI Men's
Selection Committee named
Shahbaz Ahmed as his
replacement for the remain-
ing T20I matches against
South Africa in Lucknow
and Ahmedabad. The fifth
and final T20I between the
two countries will be played
at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad on
December 19. 
Squads South Africa Squad:
Reeza Hendricks, Quinton
de Kock (w), Aiden
Markram (c), Dewald
Brevis, Tristan Stubbs,
Donovan Ferreira, Marco
Jansen, Corbin Bosch,
Anrich Nortje, Lungi Ngidi,
Ottneil Baartman, David
Miller, Keshav Maharaj,
George Linde, Tony de
Zorzi, Lutho Sipamla,
Kwena Maphaka , The India
vs New Zealand ODI World
Cup 2023 match at the
Himachal Pradesh Cricket
Association Stadium in
Dharamsala was halted
twice due to dense fog dur-
ing the Indian innings. 

Cameron Green, the tall
Australian all-rounder, quite
expectedly generated mas-
sive interest as Kolkata
Knight Riders and Chennai
Super Kings went head-to-
head to acquire his services
at the IPL 2026 auction.
Ultimately, KKR roped him
in for a whopping sum of Rs
25.20 crore at the Indian
Premier League (IPL) auc-
tion. With that, he became
the most expensive overseas
player in the history of the
tournament. As his bidding
reached the Rs 25 crore
mark, he surpassed the pre-
vious record set by his
Australian teammate
Mitchell Starc, who was
bought by KKR for Rs 24.75
crore in the IPL 2024 auction.
Overall, he became the third-
costliest player in the history

of the IPL auction after
Rishabh Pant (Rs 27 crore to
Lucknow Super Giants in
the IPL 2025 mega auction)
and Punjab Kings skipper
Shreyas Iyer (Rs 26.75 crore
in the IPL 2025 auction). As
KKR's bid crossed Rs 25
crore, CSK pulled out.
Former CSK player
Ravichandran Ashwin, how-
ever, opined that CSK had

missed a trick. "We conduct-
ed a mock auction, and that's
when it became clear there
was virtually no chance of
him going over Rs 30 crore.
In fact, had KKR been a little
more patient - like some
other franchises, Punjab for
instance, who took their
time while bidding - things
might have played out differ-
ently," Ashwin said in a

video on Ash Ki Baat. "If that
had happened, CSK would
likely have let Cameron
Green go much earlier. I had
a sense that CSK were bid-
ding more out of necessity
than intent; it didn't feel like
they were fully committed to
acquiring him. "Personally, I
felt Cameron Green would
have been a terrific addition
to CSK, and in that sense,
they may have missed a
small trick. That said, this
isn't about the price point.
Cameron Green is a genera-
tional talent, and for KKR, he
is an outstanding acquisi-
tion," Ashwin added. Green
previously played for
Mumbai Indians and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, the
defending champions, before
missing the 2025 season due
to back surgery.

Formula 1 has revealed the
terminology the sport will
use to refer to the technical
complexities of the new 2026
rules. F1 is introducing
arguably the biggest regula-
tion change in its history
next season, with new chas-
sis and engine rules, and the
mandating of sustainable
fuels. The new engines,
which remain 1.6-litre V6
turbo hybrids, have signifi-
cantly increased electrical
capacity, which has
required innovations in the
cars' aerodynamics. Drivers
will manage electrical ener-
gy throughout races - some-
times even on qualifying
laps - to secure the best per-
formance. F1 and governing
body the FIA have consulted
with what is described as a
"wide range of new, casual
and core fans to understand
what kind of terminology
would help them better

understand the key features
of the new regulations". A
statement said this involved
"using third-party polling
data and our 50,000 strong
community 'Fan Voice', as
well as consultation with
the FIA, F1 teams and other
technical experts to finalise
and agree on the terms". The
aim was to make a series of
complex new areas of the
sport as easy to understand

as possible to the widest
audience. So previous terms
for some of the devices -
such as "x-mode and "z-
mode" for the active aeroyd-
namics - have been dropped
in favour of descriptions
that give a more direct and
straightforward indication
of what the technology actu-
ally does. What's the new
technology? Rule-makers
say drivers will have more

power in their hands to
make decisions over energy
deployment, regeneration
and conservation. The new
rules mean cars will have a
series of modes which will
be indicated on television
graphics to aid the audi-
ence's understanding of the
action. Overtake mode:
Replaces the current DRS
overtaking aid. A burst of
extra electrical energy
available when drivers are
within a second of the car in
front to deploy power to
assist with an overtake.
Boost mode: Driver-operat-
ed energy deployment from
the energy recovery system
that can be used in attack or
defence. Gives the driver
maximum power from the
engine and battery at the
push of a button. Both these
modes will have to be used
with calculation as total
energy is limited. 

Barcelona midfielder
Aitana Bonmati has
been named the women's
player of the year at the
Fifa Best Awards for the
third year in a row while
England manager Sarina
Wiegman is coach of the
year for a fifth time.
Bonmati, 27, was a key
part of the Spain team
who finished runners-up
to England at Euro 2025,
where she won the play-
er of the tournament
prize. The Spaniard won
a domestic treble with
Barcelona - scoring 12
and assisting six goals in
La Liga F - but was a run-
ner-up in the Champions
League with her club,
who lost to Arsenal in
the final. Bonmati was
named the competition's
player of the season by
Uefa, registering nine
goal contributions in her
11 appearances and scor-
ing in their 4-1 semi-final
second-leg win at
Chelsea. She said of her
Fifa award: "I am grate-
ful to have the honour. If
it wasn't for all the play-

ers, coaches and the fans,
I would not win it - [but] I
will enjoy." Bonmati was
also awarded the
women's Ballon d'Or in
September, becoming
the first player to win it
three times, having
received it in 2023 and
2024. She earned the Fifa
Best award in 2023 fol-
lowing a World Cup vic-
tory with Spain, and
again in 2024 after win-
ning a historic quadru-
ple with Barcelona.
Arsenal and Spain mid-
fielder Mariona
Caldentey and Barcelona
forward Alexia Putellas
were also nominated for
this year's Fifa Best hon-
our. Paris St-Germain
and France forward
Ousmane Dembele won
the men's award at the
ceremony in Qatar.
Wiegman earns fifth
coach of the year award
Wiegman was honoured
as the best women's
coach of the year after
guiding England to a sec-
ond consecutive
European title.

What hits you most in
Cairo, after the noise, is the
sheer number of people.
Egypt has a population of
about 120 million. Its capi-
tal city is home to 23 mil-
lion. For context, the popu-
lation of Liverpool is just
under one million. Come
to appreciate that and only
then do you begin to under-
stand the scale of national
fury that followed when
Mohamed Salah gave his
incendiary interview on 6
December, claiming
Liverpool had "thrown
him under the bus". "This
interview was like a revo-
lution in Egypt," says Diaa
El-Sayed, the former Egypt
assistant coach, who has
known Salah since he was
16. "99% of Egypt supports
Salah, and you can see
from the reaction at
Anfield that the Liverpool
fans support him too."
Across British media,
Salah was criticised heavi-
ly for his actions. Former
Liverpool defender Jamie
Carragher branded the
interview a "disgrace" and
accused the 33-year-old of

throwing the club under
the bus. Others insisted
Salah was in the wrong for
airing his grievances in
public. Yet in Cairo, the
'Egyptian King' can do no
wrong. "Before Salah, no-
one supported Liverpool
here," says Noura Essam, a
Cairo local. "Before Salah,
we didn't have a global fig-
ure, so we will always sup-
port him." During the 2018
presidential election, more
than one million
Egyptians crossed out the
names of the listed candi-
dates and cast their vote
for Salah. He is an unoffi-
cial leader. In these parts,
he is known as the 'Fourth
Pyramid'. Around Ramses
Square, the Cairo trans-
port hub where Salah
would change buses to
reach training during his
nine-hour round commute
as a teenager, the cafe-
goers describe their disbe-
lief when he was named on
the bench for three games
in a row by Arne Slot and
then left out of the squad
for the Champions League
trip to Inter Milan. 

"BEFUDDLED BY UMPIRES' DECISION":
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HHyderabad: Actress
Sreeleela, who is one of the
top stars in the Telugu and
Tamil film industries, on
Wednesday urged every
social media user not to
support AI-generated non-
sense. Taking to her
Instagram page to post an
emotional appeal, the
actress wrote, “I put my
hands together and request
every social media user not
to support Al-generated
nonsense. There is a differ-
ence between using and
abusing technology.
Advancements in technolo-
gy are meant to simplify
life, not complicate it, in
my opinion.” Taking to her
Instagram page to post an
emotional appeal, the
actress wrote, “I put my
hands together and request
every social media user not
to support Al-generated
nonsense. There is a differ-
ence between using and
abusing technology.
Advancements in technolo-
gy are meant to simplify
life, not complicate it, in
my opinion.” Stating that
she had been unaware of
many things happening
online due to her sched-
ules, the actress said, “I
thank my well-wishers for
bringing this to my notice.

I have always taken things
with a pinch of salt and
lived in my own world, but
this is deeply disturbing
and devastating. I also see
my fellow colleagues going
through the same and am
reaching out on behalf of
everyone. With grace and
dignity, and with trust in
my audience, I ask you to
please stand by us. The
authorities will be taking it
over from here.” It may be
recalled that another top
actress, Priyanka Arul
Mohan, had raised con-
cerns about the same issue
in October this year.
Actress Priyanka Arul
Mohan, who is popular in
both the Tamil and Telugu
film industries, had said,
“Some AI-generated
images falsely depicting
me have been circulating.
Please stop sharing or
spreading these fake visu-
als. AI should be used for
ethical creativity and not
misinformation. Let’s be
mindful of what we create
and what we share. Thank
you.” Stating that she had
been unaware of many
things happening online
due to her schedules, the
actress said, I thank my
well-wishers for bringing
this to my notice.

Taking a film to the audience and build-
ing strong pre-release hype is no easy
task. However, the Purushaha has man-
aged to grab attention with just concept
posters, taglines, and character introduc-
tion posters. Presented by Battula
Saraswathi and produced by Battula
Koteswara Rao under the Kalyan
Productions banner, Purushaha marks
the debut of Pavan Kalyan Battula as a
hero. The film is directed by Veeru
Ulavala and has already generated solid
buzz among audiences. So far, posters
introducing three major characters have
been released. Now, the makers have
unveiled the first look poster of heroine
Vaishnavi Kokkura’s character. The
poster clearly hints at the nature of her
role. It symbolically suggests conflict
between husband and wife, echoing the
idea that “two swords cannot fit in one
sheath.” The dialogue featured on the
poster—“Kanti Chooputho Kaadu,
Kanneellatho Champestha. (I won’t kill
you with a glance, but with tears)”, offers
a powerful insight into the intensity of
her character. The serious face-off
between the couple in the poster hints at
the scale and depth of marital conflict
that will be portrayed in the film. Along
with Pavan Kalyan, the posters indicate
that characters played by Kasireddy and
Saptagiri will be special attractions. The
first look poster of Vaishnavi Kokkura’s
role has certainly caught everyone’s
attention, and it remains to be seen how
compelling the posters of the remaining
characters will be. It is known that
Vaishnavi Kokkura, Vishika, and Hasini
Sudheer are playing the female leads in
this film. The team also reveals that
comedians like Vennela Kishore, VTV
Ganesh, Ananth Sriram, Pammi Sai, and

Mirchi Kiran will provide ample laugh-
ter. Post-production work is currently
progressing at a brisk pace, and the
release date will be announced soon.
Cast: Pavan Kalyan, Saptagiri,
Kasireddy Rajkumar, Vaishnavi
Kokkura, Vishika, Hasini Sudheer, Sri
Sandhya, Gabi Rock, Anaira Gupta,
Vennela Kishore, Rajeev Kanakala,
Pammi Sai, VTV Ganesh, and others.

Produced by Nikhil M.
Gowda under the ban-
ners of Sadalamma Film
Productions and Bilva
Studios, Jinn features
Amit Rao, Parvez Simba,
Prakash Tuminad, Ravi
Bhatt, and Sangeetha in
key roles. The film is
directed by Chinmay
Ram and is set for a
grand release on
December 19. The teaser
and trailer have already
generated strong buzz.
As the release date
approaches, producer
Nikhil M. Gowda shared
insights about the film
with the media. Excerpts
from his interaction: I’m
from Bengaluru. I’ve
loved films since child-
hood and mostly watched
Telugu movies. That pas-
sion drew me to the
industry. I came in with
the dream of acting, but
eventually became a pro-
ducer. I met Chinmay
Ram through my friends’
circle. Knowing my pas-
sion for cinema, he nar-
rated the story of Jinn. I
really liked it—the con-
cept felt fresh—so I
decided to produce it. We
shot Jinn along the
Karnataka–Andhra bor-
der. With its different
and new concept, the

film will captivate audi-
ences. I’ve already
watched it, and the feel-
ing I had while listening
to the story is exactly
what came through on
screen. It’s designed to
genuinely scare viewers.
Alex’s background score
and Sunil Honnali’s
visuals are major high-
lights. The film offers a
strong theatrical experi-
ence. Chinmay Ram has
brought it to the screen
beautifully, and thanks
to the team’s collective
effort, Jinn has turned
out wonderfully. Amit
Rao, Parvez Simba,
Prakash Tuminad, Ravi

Bhatt, Sangeetha—
everyone delivered
excellent performances
and were very support-
ive throughout the
shoot. Jinn will give
audiences a completely
new experience. I hope
they embrace this fresh
attempt. The concept of a
jinn isn’t widely known,
and through this film,
we’re introducing a new
world. I’m currently lis-
tening to a few more sto-
ries, all in discussion
stages. Going forward, I
plan to continue produc-
ing films regularly in
both Kannada and
Telugu.

A deep dive into Avatar:
Fire and Ash and the art of
filmmaking through the
eyes of two cinematic
ICONS -  James Cameron
and SS Rajamouli* A global
cinematic moment was cre-
ated when filmmaking
titans James Cameron and
SS Rajamouli came togeth-
er to discuss the world’s
biggest franchise, Avatar
and its upcoming instal-
ment, Avatar: Fire and
Ash. The two visionary
directors spoke candidly
about the nuances of large
scale storytelling, their
individual creative
processes and the shared
nervousness that accompa-
nies the release of a film of
such magnitude. Their con-
versation offered a rare
insight into the mindset of
filmmakers who continue
to redefine the boundaries
of cinema on a global stage.
Reflecting on his experi-
ence of watching Avatar:
Fire and Ash, SS
Rajamouli described feel-
ing “like a child in the the-
atre”, praising James
Cameron’s ability to con-
tinuously evolve cinematic
spectacle while keeping
emotion at the heart of sto-
rytelling. SS Rajamouli
even shared that Avatar
ran for a year in IMAX in

Hyderabad. The filmmaker
highlighted how the
Avatar franchise remains
a benchmark for immer-
sive, big screen experi-
ences. James Cameron too
expressed his admiration
for SS Rajamouli’s cine-
matic vision and shared

his desire to visit the
Indian auteur’s film set.
_Avatar: Fire and Ash
from 20th Century Studios
releases in India on 19
December in 6 languages
English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Malayalam, and
Kannada._

Aadi Sai Kumar ventures
into compelling new territo-
ry with Shambhala: A
Mystical World, a supernatu-
ral thriller that has quickly
grown into one of the most
talked-about upcoming
releases. Directed by
Ugandhar Muni and pro-
duced by Rajasekhar
Annabhimoju and Mahidhar
Reddy under the Shining
Pictures banner, the film has
generated strong buzz across
both trade circles and audi-
ences. Riding on this mount-
ing hype, the film has
clocked impressive pre-
release business. Both the-
atrical and non-theatrical
rights have been closed at
lucrative prices, ensuring
table profits for the produc-
ers even before release.
Notably, the theatrical rights
have been picked up by
prominent distributors,
underlining the industry’s
confidence in the project.
Usha Pictures acquired the
Andhra and Ceded rights,
while Mythri Distributors
secured the Nizam territory.
The overseas rights were
bagged by Moonshine
Cinemas, and Kumar
Bangalore Films picked up
the Karnataka rights. With
such strong backing,
Shambhala is gearing up for
a wide and impactful release
across India and overseas

markets. Another major
strength of the film is its
well-planned promotional
strategy. From visually
arresting concept posters
and intriguing glimpses to a
gripping teaser and a well-
received theatrical trailer,
every update has heightened
the mystery surrounding the
film. Adding to the momen-
tum, the recently released
first single Naa Peru
Shambhala, sung by Geetha

Madhuri, has emerged as an
instant chartbuster. The
film’s music is composed by
Sricharan Pakala. The film
also features a strong ensem-
ble cast including Archana
Iyer, Swasika, Ravi Varma,
Madhunandan, and Siva
Karthik, promising a rich
and layered narrative. The
film with cinematography
handled by Praveen K
Bangari is all set to hit the-
atres on December 25.

The crime thriller Zamana is
set to release in theatres on
January 30. The film fea-
tures Surya Srinivas and
Sanjeev Kumar in the lead
roles and marks the directo-
rial debut of Bhaskar
Jakkula. The movie is pro-
duced by Tejaswi Adapa,
Boddula Lakshman and
Shivakanth, Sashikanth.
Recently, the trailer launch
event of Zamana was held in
a grand manner, with the
entire film unit attending the
program. Speaking at the
event, director Bhaskar
Jakkula said that Zamana is
a different kind of crime
thriller made with a strong
and engaging subject. He
added that the film will keep
audiences entertained from
start to finish and will sur-
prise them with unexpected
twists throughout the narra-

tive. Producer Shivakanth
shared that the director han-
dled the film with a very
gripping screenplay. He
expressed confidence that
Zamana will surely enter-
tain all sections of the audi-
ence and thanked the media
for their continuous support
to the film. Actors Surya
Srinivas and Sanjeev Kumar
stated that the team worked
very hard on the film and
expressed hope that the audi-
ence will enjoy it when it
releases on January 30. Set
against the backdrop of
Hyderabad old city, Zamana
reflects the mindset of
today’s youth. The film
promises engaging enter-
tainment with strong con-
tent that connects well with
the younger generation. The
cast also includes Swathi
Kashyap and Zara. 

Starring Naresh Agastya
and Faria Abdullah as the
lead pair, “Gurram
Paapireddy” is being pre-
sented by Dr. Sandhya Goli
and produced by Venu
Saddi, Amar Bura, and
Jayakanth (Bobby).
Directed by Murali
Manohar, the film is a dark
comedy based on a com-
pletely new concept that
hasn’t been seen on screen
before. “Gurram
Paapireddy” is set for a
worldwide grand theatrical
release on the 19th of this
month. In an interview held
today, Naresh Agastya
spoke about the highlights
of the film. “I have never
done a film like this before.
In my earlier movies, my
characters were usually set-
tled and calm. In ‘Gurram
Paapireddy’, my character
is more energetic and takes

the lead. I really liked the
story when director Murali
Manohar narrated it. After
that, we traveled for nearly
a year for the project work.
During promotions,
Tejaswini, the heroine of
Raju Weds Rambai, acciden-
tally called our film ‘Gedela
Paapireddy’ instead of
‘Gurram Paapireddy’. Even
though it was a wrong title,
it went viral and helped
more people get to know
about our movie.” “In the
film, I come with a specific
purpose. To accomplish it, I
need a few people I know
who are not very intelligent.
I select those who I can man-
age even if they question
me. What exactly my mis-
sion is has not been
revealed even in the trailer.
We are on a hunt for a dead
body. Whose body it is and
why it matters is the main

point of the story.” “The sto-
ryline revolves around
what happens when intelli-
gent people behave foolish-
ly, and when foolish people
act intelligently, and how
those situations affect their
lives. We’ve had dark come-
dy films in the past, but they
were never labeled as dark
comedies. When someone is
in trouble, they feel pain,
but the same situation
makes others laugh - that’s
dark comedy. In this film,
the characters go through
hardships, but those situa-
tions turn into entertain-
ment for the audience. The
entire movie moves in a fun
zone. Though every scene
has comedy, there is a
strong story running under-
neath. The audience will be
shocked at the interval.”
“Our producers made this
film without any compro-

mise. Especially Amar garu
ensured that even when the
budget increased, the quali-
ty was never reduced. We
waited specifically for Yogi
Babu. I don’t have combina-
tion scenes with
Brahmanandam garu, but I
do share scenes with Yogi
Babu. He is extremely
friendly. He even took me
around Ramoji Film City on

his bike and clicked selfies,
saying these moments
would be memories for him.
That made me very happy.”
“No matter how good the
script is, you need the right
artists to perform it. In our
film, Faria Abdullah,
Rajkumar Kasireddy, and
Vamsidhar delivered excel-
lent comedy timing. Acting
alongside them was a great
experience for me as well.
We worked in a very friend-
ly atmosphere, discussing
scenes and performing
together. Krishna Saurabh
has composed very good
songs for the film, and even
the promotional song is
receiving a strong
response.” “A film must
reach people through its
trailer and teaser first; after
that, the audience should
carry it forward. Our trailer
is getting a very good

response. Since I acted in it,
I can’t judge it myself, but
everyone who watched it
says it’s good. People who
worked on the film are con-
fident it will be a hit. We are
having premieres tomor-
row. I haven’t watched the
full film yet, and I’m eagerly
waiting to see the audi-
ence’s response after the
screening.” “I love travel-
ing, and I also practice free
diving. That means taking a
single breath and diving as
deep as possible into the sea.
I once went down to a depth
of 80 feet for 3 minutes and
40 seconds.” “In my view, a
commercial film is one that
can engage the audience
even without songs or
fights. It should have sensi-
ble elements and be appeal-
ing to viewers. None of my
films so far have been pure-
ly commercial.
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