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Dense fog hits
Delhi Airport, 97
flights cancelled
and over 200
delayed

New Delhi: Flight opera-
tions at the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) were
severely affected on
Sunday due to low visi-
bility conditions caused
by dense fog, leading to
the cancellation of 97
flights and delays to over
200 others.An official
said that 48 arriving
flights and 49 departures
were cancelled at the
Delhi airport. As per the
latest data available on
flight tracking website
Flightradar24, more
than 200 flights were
delayed, with the aver-
age departure delay
pegged at around 23 min-
utes. In a post on social
media platform X
around noon, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), which
operates IGIA, stated

Two coal workers
trapped as
opencast mine
wall collapses in
Hazaribagh

Hazaribagh: Two coal workers
were trapped after a wall of an
opencast mine collapsed on a
coal-laden truck in
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh dis-
trict late Saturday night, police
said. The incident occurred
around 11 pm in the command
area of Central Coalfields
Limited (CCL) under the limits
of Urimari Police Station,
when the highwall of the mine
suddenly caved in on the vehi-
cle during coal loading opera-
tions, a senior police officer
said. A highwall refers to the
exposed face of overburden and
coal in a mine, and its stability
is crucial for the safety of both
workers and machinery, min-
ing experts noted. The trapped
workers have been identified
as Sunil Yadav (30) and Raju
Paswan (50), said Barkagaon
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO) Pawan Kumar. Both
were on the truck at the time of
the accident.

PM Modi to launch
landmark urea
project in Assam

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi is set to lay
the foundation
stone for a large-
scale urea manufac-
turing unit at the
Namrup Fertiliser
Plant in
Naharkatia, Assam,
on Sunday, in what
is being described as
one of the most con-
sequential fertiliser
sector investments
in the Northeast in
recent years.The
upcoming facility is
planned to produce
around 1.2 million
metric tonnes of
urea annually, sig-
nificantly enhancing
domestic fertiliser
availability while
reinforcing India’s
agricultural supply
network. The project
is also expected to
act as a catalyst for
industrial expansion
in Assam, particular-
ly within the
Namrup region.
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Revanth's Christmas
remarks spark political storm

NEW DELHI (TSIT) :
Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
has triggered a political
controversy after attrib-
uting Christmas celebra-
tions in the state to the
"sacrifice" of Congress
Parliamentary  Party
(CPP) chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, drawing sharp
criticism from the BJP.

Addressing a govern-
ment-hosted Christmas
programme at Lal
Bahadur Stadium in
Hyderabad on Saturday,
Revanth Reddy
remarked, "If people are
celebrating Christmas in
Telangana today, it is
because of Sonia
Gandhi's crucial role and
sacrifice behind it."

He further said that
December holds special
significance for
Telangana, referring to
both Sonia Gandhi's
birthday and the month
in which the state was
formed. The remarks
immediately invited
strong reactions from
the BJP, which accused
the Chief Minister of
making inappropriate
comparisons and politi-
cising a religious festi-
val. Speaking to TANS,
BJP National
Spokesperson R.P. Singh
said, "Sonia Gandhi has
never shown faith in

Hindu beliefs. She con-
tinues to follow her birth
religion, Christianity.
Many have pointed out
that when she was in
power, Christmas was
celebrated at her resi-
dence on Janpath, but
Diwali was not. It is fine
for everyone to practice
their own beliefs, but a
head of the state's
remarks on this is not
right."BJP leader Raj
Purohit also lashed out
at Revanth Reddy, call-
ing his statement "crazy"
and irresponsible.

"He is comparing the sac-
rifices made by Jesus to
those of Sonia Gandhi?
Honestly, he should not
make such remarks. Is
marrying into India a sac-
rifice? She says she gave a
son to the country, now the
entire country is troubled.
Is this the sacrifice? That
cannot be called a sacrifice.
Therefore, the Chief
Minister should speak with
restraint and responsibili-
ty," Purohit told IANS.

Another BJP leader,

Maharashtra local polls: BJP scores
record victory; Opposition alleges
EVM tampering, money power

MUMBAI (TSIT)
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday
said the BJP has set a
record in local body
polls with 48 per cent of
councillors winning on
the party symbol, and
its candidates elected
as presidents in 129
municipal councils. He
attributed the
Mahayuti alliance’s
success in the munici-
pal council and nagar
panchayat elections to
the BJP organisation
and development agen-
da of the government.
Counting of votes for
elections to the posts of
president and members
in 286 municipal coun-
cils and nagar panchay-
ats — held in two phas-

es — began in the
morning. Fadnavis said
the BJP has once again
emerged as the single
largest party.“48 per
cent councillors have
been elected on the BJP
symbol, which is a
record. The BJP has
created another record
with 3,300 councillors
being elected from the
party. BJP candidates
have been elected as
presidents in 129
municipal councils. In
75 per cent of the local
bodies, Mahayuti nomi-
nees have been elected
as municipal presi-
dents,” he said.
Fadnavis emphasised
that the BJP’s national
leadership has put faith
in the state leadership
for elections.

Vikram Randhawa, con-
demned the Chief
Minister's comments
and accused him of
insulting the Christian
faith for political mile-
age. Speaking to TANS,
Randhawa said, "It is
condemnable that one
stoops so low for poli-
tics, using even some-
thing as significant as
an international festival
for personal interests. I
believe there should be
worldwide condemna-
tion. Using the senti-
ments of an entire com-
munity to further per-
sonal political gain is
wrong, and there should
be a universal demand
for accountability and

apology."
Earlier, the BJP's
Telangana unit also

reacted sharply, brand-
ing the Chief Minister's
remarks as "sycophancy"
and mocking the claim
that Christmas celebra-
tions were linked to
Sonia Gandhi.

In a post, the party
said, "Next, we'll be told
the sun rises because of
the Gandhi family. When
flattery crosses all lim-
its, everything is
hijacked for political
bootlicking." The ruling
party has yet to issue any
clarification on the Chief
Minister's remarks.
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Telangana to become role model in
SR, says CEC Gyanesh Kumar

HYDERABAD (TSIT) : Chief
Election Commissioner
of India, Gyanesh
Kumar, said on Sunday
that Telangana would
soon become a role
model for the entire
country in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral roll.
Addressing booth-level
officers (BLOs) here, he
said that Telangana
would be covered under
the next phase of SIR.
He stated that the SIR
process recently com-
pleted successfully in
Bihar should be taken
as a benchmark in this
regard.

Terming BLOs the
backbone of the Indian
electoral system, he
said the success of voter
list purification
depends on their com-
mitment and hard
work. He remarked that
the entire world is
watching with interest
how India conducts its
elections.The CEC
claimed that the mas-
sive SIR process con-
ducted there (Bihar)
was completed without
any flaws. He men-
tioned that approxi-
mately 7.5 crore voters
exercised their fran-
chise in the recent
Assembly elections,
and it was remarkable

VT 1elangana 5t Sta t
ble Chief Election ¢q

ri.

that not a single com-
plaint was registered
during the entire pro-
cess, and there was no
need for repolling or
recounting. He congrat-
ulated the Bihar BLOs
for this success.
Stating that
Telangana's area is larg-
er than that of Canada,
the CEC said that after
the completion of the
comprehensive voter
list purification, the
state's election adminis-
tration would enter a
new era. In an interac-
tion with the BLOs, he
stated that the main rea-
son for the low voter
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turnout in urban areas
is the apathy of urban
voters. He commented
that voters in rural

areas, however, are
enthusiastically stand-
ing in queues and exer-
cising their right to
vote, thereby showing
the way for the country.

The Chief Election
Commissioner clarified
that elections in India
are conducted entirely
according to the coun-
try's laws, and everyone
must strictly abide by
the election laws. He
also stated that India
joined the International
Institute for Democracy

AQI slips into near severe zone amid

dense smog, cold conditions

New Delhi : Air pollution
levels in the national
capital  deteriorated
sharply on Sunday, edg-
ing dangerously close to
the “severe” category as
dense smog, plunging
temperatures, and thick
fog blanketed large

swathes of northern
India.

The worsening air
quality once again

raised health concerns
for residents, particu-
larly children, the elder-
ly and those with respi-
ratory ailments.
According to data
from the Air Quality
Early Warning System
for Delhi, operated by
the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, the city’s Air
Quality Index (AQI)
climbed steadily, touch-

ing 410 by 11 pm, offi-
cially breaching the
“severe” threshold.
Although there was a
marginal improvement
overnight, pollution levels
remained alarmingly
high, with the AQI record-
ed at 396 at around 6.30
a.m. on Sunday, still with-
in the near-severe range.
Monitoring data from the

Central Pollution Control
Board’s Sameer app
revealed that several
areas across the capital
experienced extremely
poor air quality during
the early morning hours.
Among the worst-affected
locations were Chandni
Chowk (455), Wazirpur
(449), Rohini  (444),
Jahangirpuri (444), Anand
Vihar (438) and Mundka
(436), all of which firmly
fell under the “severe”
pollution category.The
deteriorating air quality
coincided with challeng-
ing weather conditions.
ThelIndiaMeteorological
Department (IMD)
warned of dense to very
dense fog, further reduc-
ing visibility and com-
pounding the impact of
pollution.

and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA) as a
member in 1995, and
after three decades, it
became the chairman of
the body.

He said that this is
proof that the Election
Commission of India
has gained recognition
as the most reliable and
innovative election
management body in
the world.Referring to
the vastness of Indian
democracy, he revealed
that the country has
over 90 crore voters
across 28 states and 8
union territories.

State Chief Electoral
Officer C. Sudarshan
Reddy, in his introduc-
tory speech, explained
the key statistics related
to Telangana state. He
mentioned details such
as the total number of
voters in the state, dis-
tricts, Assembly constit-
uencies, and Parliament
constituencies.
Additional Chief
Electoral Officer
Vasam Venkateswara
Reddy, GHMC
Commissioner RV
Karnan, Senior Deputy
CEC Pawan Kumar
Sharma, Rangareddy
District Collector
Narayana Reddy, and
others participated in
this meeting.

Security beefed up across
Kolkata amid Bangladesh unrest

KOLKATA (TSIT) : As the situa-
tion in neighbouring
Bangladesh worsens, secu-
rity has been tightened in
Kolkata with instructions
for quick action in case of
any apprehension of
unrest. Kolkata Police
Commissioner Manoj
Verma has instructed that
the flames of violence in
Bangladesh must not reach
Kolkata in any way, said
police sources on Sunday.
The Commissioner held
the Kolkata Police's month-
ly crime meeting on
Saturday, where the issue
of unrest in Bangladesh
was also discussed.
According to sources, the
Police Commissioner clear-
ly said that if there is any
apprehension of unrest in
Kolkata stemming from the
current disturbances in
Bangladesh, immediate
action must be taken.

Besides maintaining spe-
cial surveillance in sensi-

tive areas under the
Kolkata Police jurisdic-
tion, strict vigilance has
been ordered in the city
and, especially, in the sub-
urban police station areas.

The instructions were
given after going through
intelligence reports.

"The commissioner has
clearly said that police sta-
tions will have to remain
vigilant and increase sur-
veillance. Reports of any
disturbance must be acted
upon immediately.

Prez Droupadi Murmu gives assent to VB — G RAM G Bill, 2025

NEW DELHI (TSIT): President
Droupadi Murmu has
given assent to the Viksit
Bharat—Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB—G
RAM G) Bill, 2025, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.The
Rural Development
Ministry official said the
development marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the
transformation of rural
jobs policy.

The new VB — G RAM
G Act, 2025, enhances the
statutory wage employ-
ment guarantee to 125
days per financial year
for rural households and
seeks to advance empow-
erment, inclusive

growth, convergence of
development initiatives
and saturation-based
delivery, thereby
strengthening the foun-
dation for a prosperous,
resilient and self-reliant
Rural Bharat.

Earlier, Parliament
passed the Viksit Bharat
— Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Bill, 2025,
marking a decisive
reform in India’s rural
employment and devel-
opment framework.

The Act replaces the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), 2005,

with a modern statutory
framework that enhanc-
es livelihood security
and is aligned with the
national vision of Viksit
Bharat @2047.

The Ministry said in a
statement that the Act is
anchored in the princi-
ples of empowerment,
growth, convergence and
saturation and seeks to

transform rural employ-
ment from a standalone
welfare intervention into
an integrated instrument
of development.

It strengthens income
security for rural house-
holds, modernises gover-
nance and accountabili-
ty, and links wage
employment with the cre-
ation of durable and pro-
ductive rural assets,
thereby laying the foun-
dation for a prosperous
and resilient Rural
Bharat, it said.Enhanced
Statutory Employment
Guarantee is one of the
key salient features of
the Act, said the state-
ment.The Act provides a

statutory guarantee of
not less than 125 days of
wage employment per
rural household in each
financial year to house-
holds whose adult mem-
bers volunteer to under-
take unskilled manual
work (Section 5(1)), it
said.

This enhancement
over the earlier 100-day
entitlement significantly
strengthens livelihood
security, predictability of
work, and income stabil-
ity for rural households,
while also enabling them
to contribute more effec-
tively and meaningfully
to national development.

The Act also carries a

balanced provision for
agriculture and rural
labour. To facilitate ade-
quate availability of agri-
cultural labour during
peak sowing and harvest-
ing seasons, the Act
empowers States to noti-
fy an aggregated pause
period aggregating to 60
days in a financial year
(Section 6).

The Ministry said the
full 125-day employment
guarantee remains
intact, to be provided
during the remaining
period, ensuring a cali-
brated balance that sup-
ports both agricultural
productivity and worker
security.
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Haryana implements revised guidelines
to support prisoners unable to pay fines
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India will surpass Germany to become
third-largest economy by 2027: Scindia

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Dr Sumita Misra on
Saturday said the state has
issued revised guidelines
and standard operating
procedures for the 'Support
to Poor Prisoners' scheme.

The guidelines aim to
provide financial assistance
to economically weak pris-
oners whose freedom is im-
peded solely due to their in-
ability to pay court-imposed
fines or secure bail, she said
in an official statement re-
leased here.

The revised framework
introduces stringent time-
lines and institutional
mechanisms to ensure swift
and effective relief to de-
serving inmates lodged in
Haryana jails, she said, add-
ing that the initiative also
seeks reduce overcrowding
of prisons.

Under the revised guide-
lines, district-level empow-
ered committees will be
constituted comprising rep-
resentatives from the dis-
trict collector's office, dis-
trict legal services authority
(DLSA), police department,
prison administration, and
the judiciary.

The secretary, DLSA
will serve as convener and
coordinating incharge of
these committees, which
will meet regularly on the
first and third Monday of
each month to review and
approve cases.

Additionally, a state-lev-
el oversight committee will
be established, bringing to-
gether the principal secre-
tary (Home/Jail), secretary
(law department), secretary
of the state legal services
authority, DG/1G (Prisons),
and the registrar general of
the high court to provide su-
pervision and ensure effec-
tive implementation across
the state.

For undertrial prisoners
who are unable to secure
bail due to financial con-
straints, assistance up to Rs
50,000 per case will be pro-
vided, with the empowered
committee having discre-
tion to approve amounts up
to Rs 1 lakh in exceptional
circumstances, the state-
ment said.

Cases requiring support
exceeding Rs 1 lakh will be

referred to the state-level
oversight committee for
consideration and approval.

For convicted prisoners
unable to pay court-im-
posed fines, assistance up
to Rs 25,000 can be sanc-
tioned by the empowered
committee, while amounts
exceeding this threshold re-
quire oversight committee
approval, she added.

Misra highlighted the
timeline established under
the new SOPs. If an under-
trial prisoner is not released
within seven days of bail be-
ing granted, jail authorities
must immediately inform
the secretary, DLSA.

The entire process, from
initial assessment and ver-
ification of the prisoner's
financial condition to fund
release and court deposit,
has been structured to be

completed within a clearly
defined timeframe.

The secretary, DLSA,
with assistance from visit-
ing lawyers, paralegal vol-
unteers, or civil society rep-
resentatives, will verify the
prisoner's financial status
within five days.

Subsequently, the em-
powered committee will
direct the release of funds
within five days of receiving
the report, and the amount
will be deposited in court
within five days of the com-
mittee's decision.

The additional chief sec-
retary clarified that while
the scheme aims to assist
the economically disadvan-
taged, it includes necessary
safeguards to prevent mis-
use.

The benefit will not be
available to persons ac-
cused of offenses under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, Narcot-
ic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act, or
other specified legislation.

Persons involved in hei-
nous crimes such as acts of
terrorism, offenses affecting
national security, dowry
deaths, rape, human traf-
ficking, or offenses under
the and the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act will also not be
extended the benefit of the
scheme.

BJP again attacks Rahul alleging Soros link,
claims he met ‘enemies of India’ in Germany

NEW DELHI: The BJP
on Saturday alleged that
Rahul Gandhi had a meet-
ing with "enemies of India"
during his visit to Germany
and demanded transpar-
ency in the engagements
of Leader of the Opposi-
tion with "global actors
abroad".

Addressing a press
conference at the BJP
headquarters here, par-

ty national spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia showed a
purported picture of Gand-
hi with Berlin-based Her-
tie school president and
professor Cornellia Woll
and called it "proof" of the
Congress leader meeting
"anti-India forces in Ger-
many".

Bhatia claimed that
Woll is one of the trustees
of the Central European
University, which is fund-
ed by US-based billionaire
investor George Soros's
Open Society Foundation,
and asked Gandhi as to
what kind of "conspiracy"
he was hatching against
the country by joining

hands with such forces.
There was no immedi-
ate reaction from Rahul
Gandhi or the Congress.
Last year too, the BJP
had alleged that top Con-

gress leaders had links
with Soros-funded organi-
sations that were involved
in "anti-India" activities.

Raising questions on
Gandhi's foreign visits, the
BJP spokesperson asked
why the Congress leader or
his party does not make his
itinerary public.

Though it's people's
right to know about the
Leader of Opposition's

itinerary during his foreign
visit, neither the Congress
share any information in
this regard nor Gandhi
on his X timeline, Bhatia
charged on Saturday.

"If anyone meets an-
ti-India forces and insults
Bharat from foreign soil,
it's none other than Ra-
hul," Bhatia alleged, add-
ing, "George Soros and Ra-
hul Gandhi are two bodies
but one soul."”

The BJP spokesperson
asked why Gandhi goes
abroad during or ahead
of almost every session
of Parliament and "meets
enemies of India, who are
jealous of India and attack
its integrity".

"What kind of anti-India
agenda is it that the Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gand-
hi is hatching a conspiracy
against Bharat by joining
hands with such anti-India
forces," he asked.

Bhatia alleged that
Gandhi met "anti-India"
forces during his previous
foreign visits also and had
"defamed and insulted In-

dia" with his remarks.

"This is not the first
time Rahul Gandhi is in-
dulging in such anti-na-
tional activities," he said,
adding, "Rahul Gandhi has
become Mir Zafar".

Bhatia alleged that So-
ros makes anti-India state-
ments and also provides
funds to create unrest in
India and attack the coun-
try's integrity and sover-
eignty.

"George Soros is not an
Indian; he is a foreigner.
But Rahul Gandhi has tak-
en the oath to protect the
Constitution. People gave
him the responsibility to
stand with India, and he is
doing ILU-ILU (I love you)
with anti-India forces,"
he said. "These snakelets
within India need to be
treated. People of the
country are demanding it,"
Bhatia added.

"It's now clear that Ra-
hul Gandhi is very shrewd.
Opposition to India is
ingrained in his DNA be-
cause of his insatiable de-
sire for power," he alleged.

INDORE: Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Sat-
urday expressed confidence
that India will surpass Ger-
many to become the world’s
third-largest economy by
the end of 2027, lauding
the polices and institutional
reforms ushered in by the
Centre under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

Scindia was address-
ing the ‘YEF Bharat Sum-
mit 2025’ organised by the
Young Entrepreneurs Fo-
rum Bharat here.

He said, “India was once
known as the golden bird.
About 2,000 years ago, In-
dia’s share in the world's
gross domestic product
(GDP) was 20 per cent. Un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
India will move forward
with this vision and emerge
as a star on the global
stage.” India’s economy has
leapt from the 10th position
12 years ago to fourth, leav-
ing behind Japan, he said.
“By the end of 2027, we
will surpass Germany to be-
come the world’s third-larg-
est economy,” asserted the
minister.

In the race for economic

development, India has al-
ready surpassed the country
that tried to rule it for 200
years, he said without nam-
ing Britain.

Scindia stressed that In-
dia’s perseverance defines
the country. “This persever-
ance has transformed India
from a country with a GDP
of $2.3 trillion to a nation
with a GDP of $4.5 trillion,”
he said.

The Union minister said
the country is moving to-
wards becoming a major
global manufacturing hub,
powered by “the steady pol-
icies and deep institutional
changes” brought in by the
Modi government.

Scindia said, “In every
cabinet meeting, the prime
minister instructs us minis-
ters to throw colonial laws
into the dustbin. He tells
us to discuss with all stake-
holders and resolve their
adifficulties to improve the
ease of doing business.”

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav,
who also addressed the
conference, said that MP
has emerged as India's fast-
est-growing state.

Yadav urged the large
number of new entrepre-
neurs present at the confer-
ence to move forward with
innovation, clear thinking,
and social responsibility

and to invest more in the
state.

The CM said, “The state
has a favourable environ-
ment, resources, and facil-
ities for industrial invest-
ment. The state government
will provide all possible
support to investors.”

For the first time, he
said, the state government
has given priority to the
Industry Department di-
rectly at the chief minister’s
level to ensure faster deci-
sion-making and strength-
en investor confidence.

Yadav said that a new
resolve has been taken in
the state with a clear poli-
cy to improve lives through
industries. “This policy will
not only accelerate econom-
ic development but also
create large-scale employ-
ment opportunities for the
youth,” he said.

The CM also said that at
the Global Investors Sum-
mit held in Bhopal in Feb-
ruary, agreements worth Rs
32 lakh crore were signed,
of which the foundation
stone for projects involv-
ing investments worth Rs 6
lakh crore has already been
laid.

Bangla Pokkho
hold protest march
alleging violence
against Hindus in
Bangladesh

KOLKATA: Bengali na-
tionalist outfit Bangla
Pokkho on Saturday held
a protest march to the
Bangladesh deputy high
commission here, alleging
attacks on Hindus in the
neighbouring country by
communal forces.

The police stopped the
protesters some distance
away from the Bangladesh
deputy high commission
office in south Kolkata, an
official said.

The protesters, holding
black flags, chanted slo-
gans against communalism
and right-wing forces in
Bangladesh, alleging that
Hindu Bengalis were being
subjected to attacks there.

Various parts of Ban-
gladesh were rocked on
Thursday night by attacks
and vandalism, including
stone-hurling at the Assis-
tant Indian High Commis-
sioner's residence in Chat-
togram, attacks on offices
of leading newspapers, and
vandalism at Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum, soon
after Bangladesh's interim
government Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus con-
firmed prominent youth
leader Sharif Osman Hadi's
death.

Versatile Malayalam actor
screenwriter Sreenivasan dies at 69

KOCHI: Sreenivasan, one
of the most influential fig-
ures in Malayalam cinema
as an actor, screenwriter and
director, died at a govern-
ment hospital here on Satur-
day morning, film industry
sources said.

He was 69. He had been
facing health issues and had
undergone heart surgery in
2022.

Sreenivasan was travel-
ling for dialysis at a private
hospital in Kochi when he
developed breathing diffi-
culties and was shifted to the
Government Taluk Hospital,
Tripunithura.

According to hospital au-
thorities, he passed away at
around 8.30 am.

Later, the body was shift-
ed from the hospital to his
residence at Kandanadu in
Tripunithura and then kept
at Ernakulam Town Hall for
public homage.

Sreenivasan, who hailed
from Kannur, had been stay-
ing here for the past several
years.

Born on April 6, 1956, at
Pattiam in northern Kan-
nur district, he graduated
in economics from PRNSS
College, Mattannur, be-
fore moving to Chennai for
film studies at the Film and
Television Institute of Tamil
Nadu.

He made his acting debut
in the film 'Manimuzhak-
kam', directed by P A Back-
er, in 1976.

Sreenivasan went on to
create several memorable
characters, often alongside
actors Mohanlal and Mam-
mootty.

Apart  from  acting,
Sreenivasan was widely ac-
claimed for his screenplay
writing, beginning  with
'‘Odaruthammava Alariyam'
in 1984.

He later collaborated
extensively with noted di-
rectors Priyadarshan and
Sathyan Anthikkad.

He made his directorial
debut with 'Vadakkunokki-
yanthram' in 1989, which is
considered a classic in Ma-
layalam cinema and won the
Kerala State Film Award.

He also directed 'Chin-
thavishtayaya Shyamala'
(1998), which won the Na-
tional Film Award for Best
Film on Other Social Issues.
He was the lead character in
both films.

‘Sandesam'  (1991), a
political satire written by
Sreenivasan and still fre-
quently referenced in politi-
cal discourse, won the Kera-
la State Film Award for Best
Story.

After settling in Kochi, he
was also known for practis-

ing organic farming near his
residence.

His two sons, Vineeth
Sreenivasan and Dhyan
Sreenivasan, are also actors
in the Malayalam film in-
dustry.

He is survived by his wife
Vimala and their two sons.

Meanwhile, condolenc-
es poured in from various
quarters on the demise of
the legendary actor-director.

In a social media post,
Governor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar expressed
sorrow over Sreenivasan's
death and said his "iconic
performances and timeless
contributions”, would be re-
membered forever.

"Condolences to his be-
reaved family. May his soul
attain mukti," he said.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, in a statement, said
Sreenivasan's passing is an
irreparable loss to Malay-
alam cinema.

He said a versatile talent
who rose to prominence in
every sphere of filmmaking
has left the industry.

"Very few filmmakers
have succeeded like him in
bringing the life of the com-
mon man to the silver screen
and, through humour and
thought, leading the audi-
ence to levels of awareness
he desired.

Repeal of MGNREGA
'high-handedness’, 'injustice’
to poor: Amrinder Singh Raja

CHANDIGARH: Punjab
Congress president Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
on Saturday hit out at the
Centre for replacing the ru-
ral employment gurarantee
scheme MGNREGA with
VB-G RAM G Bill, calling it
"high-handedness" and "in-
justice" to the poor.
Addressing  mediaper-
sons here, Warring, along
with the chairperson of
AICC's department of so-
cial media and digital plat-
forms, Supriya Shrinate,
said the move was a "sys-
tematic attack" on the poor,
dalits, tribals, backward
communities and women.
Warring alleged that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had a "deep aversion"
towards MGNREGA from
day one of assuming power
and that he had often re-
ferred to it scornfully.
Highlighting the in-
crease in state's share in
the new rural employment
scheme, the Congress
leader asked how the Aam
Aadmi Party government
in Punjab could contribute
40 per cent share when it
has failed to implement
the scheme effectively even
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when the state share was 10
per cent under the MGN-
REGA.

Referring to Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann's de-
cision to convene a special
session of Punjab Assembly
on the issue, Warring said
he hoped that Mann would
come up with a positive and
constructive proposal to
counter the Central govern-
ment.

"How will you (the AAP
government) contribute 40
per cent share and how will
you fight with the Centre?"
he asked.

Meanwhile, Shrinate de-

scribed the repeal of MGN-
REGA as an "attack" by
the prime minister on the
marginalised sections of the
society, including the dalits,
tribals and backward com-
munities and also women,
who got maximum work
under the scheme.

MGNREGA was a de-
mand-based right where
every person could demand
100 days of work as a right,
she pointed out, adding that
it had transformed the rural
economy, helped in reduc-
ing rural poverty by 26 per
cent and bolstered rural
employment.

BJP ahead in Arunachal panchayat elections
as counting continues, dominates civic polls

ITANAGAR: Ruling
BJP was leading in the
zila parishad elections in
Arunachal Pradesh, having
won 30 zila parishad mem-
ber (ZPM) seats out of the
49 results declared so far,
officials of the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC)
said on Saturday.
According to results
available from nine dis-
tricts, the BJP won 30
ZPM seats, followed by the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) with eight seats and
the regional People’s Party
of Arunachal (PPA) with
three seats, while eight
seats were won by inde-
pendent candidates, SEC
secretary Taru Talo said.
Results for the remain-
ing ZPM and gram pan-
chayat seats are yet to be
declared as counting is still
underway and may contin-
ue late into the night. The
final results will be avail-
able on Sunday, Talo said.
A voter turnout of near-
ly 75 per cent was record-
ed in the panchayat polls
across 27 out of 28 districts
of the state. Itanagar Cap-
ital Region (ICR district)
has no panchayat since it

has a ciciv body.

The counting process
commenced at 8 am in
45 counting halls set up
across 27 districts of the
state, he said.

In the panchayat elec-
tions, counting is being
held for 186 ZPM seats out
of a total of 245, with 59
seats having been elected
unopposed.

In the gram panchayat
member (GPM) category,
6,227 out of 8,208 seats
were elected unopposed,

with voting held for the re-
maining 1,947 seats.

Talo added that candi-
dates and their authorised
election agents are being
allowed inside the count-
ing halls strictly as per laid-
down guidelines, and video
recording of the counting
process is being carried out
to ensure transparency.

The BJP won 58 ZPM
seats unopposed, while
one seat was won uncon-
tested by a candidate from
the National People’s Party

(NPP), he said.

A total of 5,037 BJP
candidates were declared
elected unopposed in the
GPM category, along with
1,190 candidates from oth-
er parties, including inde-
pendents.

The secretary said 13
gram panchayat constitu-
encies received no nomi-
nations, while all nomina-
tions in 14 gram panchayat
constituencies were reject-
ed during scrutiny.

Polling in the Dumba

Singpho gram pancha-
yat seat has been coun-
termanded following the
death of a candidate, he
added.

Meanwhile, the BJP
won 14 of the 20 wards
in the Itanagar Munic-
ipal Corporation (IMC)
elections. The party also
secured uncontested victo-
ries in four wards.

In the Pasighat Mu-
nicipal Council (PMC)
elections, PPA  candi-
dates registered victories
in wards 1 to 5 — Tagom
Padung (Ward 1), Mem
Tamut (Ward 2), Oyon
Pabin (Ward 3), Kamin
Lego (Ward 4) and Rahul
Tamuk in Ward 5, respec-
tively.

The BJP could secure
only two wards, with Mary
Gao winning from Ward 6
and Pema Dolma Moyong
clinching Ward 7, the offi-
cial said, adding that Ward
8 was won by independent
candidate Oni Tamuk.

Four women were elect-
ed to the PMC.

The opposition Con-
gress failed to open its ac-
count in both the Itanagar
and Pasighat civic bodies.
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CM and I are working like

Bengaluru : Dismissing
differences with any
Congress leader, Deputy
Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar said he and
the CM are working like
brothers.

Speaking to reporters at
his Sadashivanagar resi-
dence, he said, "Aren't CM
I not working like broth-
ers? I don't have any differ-
ences with any Congress
leader." Asked about his
meeting with people close
to CM, referring to his
meeting with former min-
ister K N Rajanna, he said,
"Is CM close to him? He is
close to me too, who isn't
he close to? I am a
Congressman, I made
Rajanna the President of
Apex Bank during S M
Krishna's time. You can
check with him."

Asked if he met K N
Rajanna to garner his sup-
port, he said, "We are col-
leagues and he has worked
with me. Have I had any
difference with the CM
since he came to the party
16 years ago? It is all a cre-
ation of the media and
Opposition parties."

"All Congress leaders
are working together. We
are all friends and col-
leagues. I haven't spoken
against anyone. I have
only commented on the
Opposition = members.

Rajanna is an MLA of our
party and was a minister.
It was a courtesy call. I
could not talk to him prop-

=
iy
-

brothers: D K Shivakumar

erly yesterday and hence

met him today."

No confusion in the
party

Asked about V R
Sudarshan's letter to

Mallikarjun Kharge on
clearing all confusion in
the party, he said, "There
is no confusion in the
party according to me. It is
all a creation of BJP and
the media. BJP is trying to
cover up its own internal
mess." Asked about
Parameshwar's statement
on clearing the confusion
in the party, he said, "He is
a senior leader and I am
not his spokesperson."

Asked if a date has been
fixed for his meeting with
the High command, he
said, "You always come
back to politics. You raised
pothole issue, now the pot-
holes are all filled up. But
you are not giving it cover-
age.

Talks with Union minis-
ter

Asked about Delhi visit,
he said, "I am going to
Delhi for a meeting on
river linking project. I will
also demand for 50%
grants for metro and other
infrastruxtire projects in
Bengaluru. A grant of
12-13% won't be enough.
We are taking up double
decker project and need to
discuss Hoskote and
Bidadi lines too."

"T have to hold discus-
sions with Union
Environment minister on
Mahadayi and
Yettinahole. We have com-
pleted a lot of work in
Yettinahole, people won't
spare us if we don't get
water till Tumakuru. We
are also preparing for a
revised DPR on
Mekedatu," he added.

Asked about
Bengaluru's development,
he said, "We are focused
on Bengaluru's develop-
ment. Our priority is pot-
holes and traffic."

UNDER THE NATIONAL PULSE POLIO MISSIO PULSE POLIO DROPS GIVEN
TO CHILDREN IN ANJANAGAR GOVERNMENT SCHOOL SANATANAYA.

Kochi/Kerala

High command told
they will call me & CM
atappropriate time:
Karnataka
Dy CM Shivakumar

Bengaluru, Dec 20 : Amid the
leadership tussle in
Karnataka, Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar on
Saturday said that the party
high command has told him
that it will call both him and
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
at an appropriate time.
Interacting with reporters
here, Shivakumar, asked
whether he was supposed to
meet the high command after
the Assembly session, said the
high command had informed
both him and Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah about when it
would call them. "They have
conveyed this to us over the
phone. We will go," he said.
Onwhether both leaders
would g0 together,
Shivakumar replied that both
of them would have to go. "Is it
possible not to go there?" he
asked. "I will inform the media
about it. Without informing
you, I will not stealthily go and
meet them," he quipped.
Shivakumar further stated
that he would be travelling to
Delhi on Tuesday as the Union
Ministry of Water Resources
had called a meeting on inter-
linking of rivers. "I will attend
that meeting and raise issues
related to the Mahadayi proj-
ect, the Krishna water award,
the Mekedatu project, and the
Upper Bhadra project,” he
said. "I am going to meet the
Union Minister for Water
Resources. We have also
sought an appointment with
the Union Forest Minister.
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94.9% children vaccinated under Pulse
Polio drive: Rajendra Cholan

Bengaluru : Bengaluru
Central City Corporation
Commissioner Rajendra
Cholan on Sunday said
that 1.76 lakh children,
accounting for 94.90 per
cent of the target popula-
tion, have been adminis-
tered polio drops under
the National Pulse Polio
Programme within the
Central City Corporation
limits.

The Pulse Polio drive is
being conducted from
December 21 to 24, 2025,
across 28 Urban Primary
Health Centres and 45
Namma Clinics, materni-
ty hospitals, and referral
hospitals. The campaign

was officially inaugurated
by Deputy Chief Minister
and Minister for
Bengaluru Urban
Development D K
Shivakumar, who admin-
istered polio drops to chil-

drenathisSadashivanagar
residence in the presence
of Commissioner Rajendra
Cholan.According to offi-
cials, out of the targeted
1,85,888 children below the
age of five, 1,76,413 chil-

dren were vaccinated on
the first day. The drive
covers 200 slum areas, 13
migrant habitations, and
is supported by 557 booths,
including static, transit,
and mobile teams. Over
3,500 vaccination workers
and 169 supervisors have
been deployed to ensure
effective coverage.
Additional Commissioner
(Development) Daljit
Kumar inspected vaccina-
tion activities at major
transit points such as rail-
way stations, bus stands,
metro stations, and health
centres, and personally
administered vaccines to
children.

Mark pre-release event held grandly in Hubballi

Bengaluru : A grand
pre-release event of
A b hinaya
Chakravarthy Kiccha
Sudeep’s much-antici-
pated film Mark was
held in Hubballi on
Saturday, drawing
huge attention from
fans and cinema lovers.
The event featured
energetic singing and
dance performances
based on songs from
the film, creating an

electrifying atmo-
sphere.

Kiccha Sudeep
attended the event

along with the film’s
star cast, including

LA E

Naveen Chandra,
Gopalakrishna

Deshpande, Pratap
Narayan, Archana
Kottige, Roshini
Prakash, Maltesh,

Ashwin Haasan, and
Gurusom Sundar.

Adding to the excite-
ment, CCL players paid
tribute to Sudeep with
a special dance perfor-
mance.

Addressing the gath-

ering, Sudeep
expressed his gratitude

Future Innovators Science Fair 2025 Ignites Young

Minds in Rural Raichur Ami

Raichur : The Future
Innovators Inter-School
Science Fair 2025, an
inspiring initiative aimed
at nurturing scientific curi-
osity among rural school-
children, was successfully
held on Saturday at the
Government High School
in Shivangi village,
Devadurga taluk, Raichur
district.

Organised by Child
Rights and You (CRY) in
partnership with local edu-
cation authorities, the
event featured 42 innova-
tive science models pre-
sented by student teams
from 21 government high
schools across Raichur,
Devadurga, Sirwar, and
Lingasugur taluks. Over
120 young innovators par-
ticipated enthusiastically
in the fair.

The event brought
together students, educa-
tors, and community lead-
ers, offering interactive
displays of science projects
on themes ranging from
environmental sustainabil-

ity to basic concepts in
physics and biology.

Addressing the gather-
ing, K. D. Badiger, Deputy
Director, Department of
School Education and
Literacy, Raichur, empha-
sised the role of such initia-
tives in bridging education-
al gaps.

“Science is everywhere.
We use science in our daily
lives. In regions like
Raichur, events like this
empower children to take
charge of their learning
and inspire systemic
change. I am very happy
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and thank CRY for organis-
ing this science exhibi-
tion,” he said.

The fair gains added sig-
nificance against the back-
drop of acute teacher short-
ages across Raichur dis-
trict. Recent data indicates
that higher primary
schools face a 56% teacher
vacancy rate (211 out of 377
sanctioned posts), with
heavy reliance on 161 guest
teachers, including only 7
science and 5 mathematics
specialists.

Lower primary schools
report an even more alarm-

d Educational Challenges

ing 76% vacancy rate (35
out of 46 posts), severely
impacting foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy.
Devadurga and Sirwar
taluks are the most affect-
ed, with science (37%) and
mathematics (30%) vacan-
cies in higher primary
schools posing serious
risks to learning outcomes.
Additionally, Sirwar taluk
has only one PUC (Higher
Secondary) college, which
offers Arts alone, forcing
students to travel more
than 50 kilometres pursue
science education.
Speaking at the event,
John Roberts, Regional
Director - South, CRY,
said, “We work on educa-
tion and child protection
issues across 52 villages in
four blocks — Lingasugur,
Sirwar, Raichur, and
Devadurga. In these areas,
teacher vacancies are as
high as 76%, with very few
permanent teachers. Our
focus is to ensure quality
education in the schools

Health 1s Wealth — Healthy Children
are the Nation’s Greatest Asset

Bengaluru: Polio is a dreadful disease
that can cause permanent disability in
children. It primarily affects children
below the age of five. In India, no polio
cases have been reported since 2011, and
in 2014, the World Health Organization
(WHO) declared India a Polio-Free
Nation. However, as polio cases are still
being reported in neighbouring coun-
tries such as Pakistan and Afghanistan,
it is essential to continue the Pulse Polio
Programme to safeguard children in
our country. Official Inauguration of
the Pulse Polio Programme by the
Commissioner, Pommala Sunil Kumar

Under the Public Health Department
ofthe Bengaluru North City Corporation,
the National Pulse Polio Programme is
being conducted from 21-12-2025 to 24-12-
2025 across the city corporation limits,
covering 31 Urban Primary Health
Centres, 1 Community Health Centre, 44
Namma Clinics, and maternity hospi-
tals.

Sunday morning, the Commissioner
of Bengaluru North City Corporation,
Pommala Sunil Kumar, officially inau-
gurated the programme at the
Amruthahalli Primary Health Centre
by lighting the ceremonial lamp and
administering polio drops to children.

National Pulse Polio Programme -

2025
Action Plan
1. Total population - 2,455,245
2. Total households — 589,507
3. Children aged 0-5 years — 270,297

4. Number of slum areas — 1,127

5. Children aged 0-5 years in slum
areas — 123,536

6. Migrant population areas — 779

7. Migrant population - 34,490

8. Migrant children aged 0-5 years —
2,785

9. Number of booths - 932

10. Fixed booths - 726

11. Transit teams - 101

12. Mobile teams — 105

13. Total vaccination personnel - 3,728

14. Total supervisors — 186

Within the Bengaluru North City
Corporation limits, Pulse Polio vacci-
nation is being carried out in all
wards through fixed booths set up at
Urban Primary Health Centres,
Namma  Clinics, dispensaries,
Anganwadi centres, and schools. In
addition, mobile and transit teams
have been deployed at bus stands,
railway stations, government hospi-
tals, malls, private nursing homes,
medical colleges, major markets,
slum areas, and other high-footfall
locations. For effective monitoring
and implementation of the pro-
gramme, Health Officers, Deputy
Health Officers, and Medical Officers
of Health have been appointed as
nodal officers by the Bengaluru North

City Corporation.

To create widespread public aware-
ness, the Greater Bengaluru
Authority has arranged extensive
publicity through newspapers, ban-
ners, hoardings, audio announce-
ments, social media platforms, door-
to-door campaigns, and official GBA
digital platforms.

Parents can easily locate the near-
est Pulse Polio booth using the QR
code (location-based system) provided
by the Greater Bengaluru Authority.

As in previous years, organisations
such asthe World Health Organization
(WHO), Rotary International,
UNICEF, UNDP, Lions Club, and
other non-governmental organisa-
tions have extended their cooperation
and support to ensure the successful
implementation of this programme.

The public is requested to note that
*even if children have previously
received polio drops, all children
below five years of age must be
brought to the booths on the speci-
fied dates and administered two
drops of polio vaccine*, to help sus-
tain apolio-free world. The Bengaluru
North City Corporation appeals to all
citizens to extend their wholehearted
cooperation.

Sunday strongly criticised
the state government,
alleging that it has failed
on all fronts and that cor-
ruption has increased
across every department.
Speaking to the media in
Gadag, he accused the
Congress government of
introducing an unconsti-
tutional hate speech con-
trol law with the sole
intention of suppressing
the opposition, farmers,
and the general public,
and curbing individual
freedom.

Bommai said no depart-
ment was functioning effec-
tively and claimed the state
was being pushed towards
financial ruin. He argued
that adequate provisions to
deal with hate speech
already exist under the
BNS law and accused
Congress leaders them-
selves of indulging in hate
speech. Despite this, he
said, the government
brought a new law that goes

to the people of
Hubballi for their
unwavering love and
support. Recalling his
earlier visit in 2003, he
said the city has always
held a special place in
his heart. He noted that
Hubballi gives him the
strength to connect
with the entire
Karnataka audience
with intensity and con-
fidence.

Making a powerful
statement, Sudeep said,
“l made a promise on
July 5, and on
December 25 we are
knocking on the door
loudly.

Coastal village
Bengre remains
‘alcohol-free’
for three
decades

Mangaluru, Dec 21:
Nestled between the
Arabian Sea and the
Phalguni River, the pic-
turesque coastal village
ofBengre in Mangaluru
has remained alcohol-free
for over three decades.
The village has no liquor
shops or bars, and resi-
dents have collectively
enforced a self-imposed
ban on alcohol sales for
the past 30 years.The
movement was initiated
in 1994 by Dhananjaya
Putran Bengre, former
president of the Bengre
Mahajana Sabha and a
senior member of the fish-
ing community, who took
a pledge against liquor
sales in the village. He
told The New Indian
Express that five govern-
ment-licensed  liquor
shops and illegal distill-
eries in the area were suc-

where we work.” cessfully shut down.
Hate speech law meant to
suppress opposition, farmers:
Basavaraj Bommai
Gadag: Former Chief against the Constitution to
Minister and MP  silence dissent and prevent
Basavaraj Bommai on people from speaking

against corruption.

On Congress opposing
the G. Ram G. Bill,
Bommai said the legisla-
tion was debated exten-
sively in Parliament and
that amendments were
necessary as rural condi-
tions had changed over the
past 15-20 years. He said
the bill aims to prevent
misuse, plug leakages, and
promote asset creation,
noting that neither regis-
tration nor employment
days were reduced, but
instead 25 additional days
were added. Calling the
bill  progressive, he
accused the opposition of
opposing it purely for
political reasons.
Responding to claims that
the bill undermines
Gandhiji’s ideology,
Bommai said Mahatma
Gandhi and the idea of
Ram are inseparable,
asserting that separating
Ram from Gandhiji is an
insult to Gandhiji himself.
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Foreign policy:
America courts its
civilizational suicide

arlier this month, the Kremlin spokes-

man Dmitry Peskov offered a succinct

description of the Trump administra-

tion’s new National Security Strategy
(NSS), calling it “largely consistent with our
vision.” He’s right. The NSS offers not even a
hint of criticism of Russia, neither for its increas-
ingly authoritarian domestic policies, nor for its
blatant military aggression against Ukraine.
Instead, it singles out Europe - America’s long-
standing democratic friend and ally - for special
abuse.True, when the first Trump administra-
tion issued its NSS in 2017, there was plenty of
talk about national sovereignty trumping every-
thing else. But that document still recognized
the value of America’s allies, stating that “the
United States and Europe will work together to
counter Russian subversion and aggression.”
Moreover, this effort fit into a broader strategy
of “great power competition,” wherein China
loomed large. Since then, Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and China has
loomed only larger. But the second Trump
administration is bowing to Russia, criticizing
the Europeans, and describing the threat from
China only in economic terms. Apparently,
great-power competition has given way to great-
power camaraderie. The US now says it is more
interested in “stability,” which supposedly can
be achieved by working with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and through a “G2” with Chinese
President Xi Jinping. The implicit message is
that great powers think alike. Each wants its
own sphere of influence and prizes power over
principle.As many commentators have noted,
the NSS represents a radical departure from
past US policies and doctrines. It envisions a
pivot back to the Western Hemisphere and sig-
nals that profits will come before principles on
just about every issue. The Middle East, for
example, is primarily seen as an investment des-
tination. Politics is complicated, but commercial
dealmaking is easy.

Still, the vociferous denunciation of Europe
stands out, not least for the flaws in the underly-
ing argument. The NSS claims that “within a few
decades at the latest, certain NATO members
will become majority non-European,” and that
Europe, doomed to “civilizational erasure” (lan-
guage many see as the handiwork of Vice
President JD Vance), cannot be a reliable ally.
But this is just false. There is not a single
European country where “non-Europeans” will
constitute a majority at any point in the foresee-
able future. That includes the country with the
largest share of Muslims: Russia.

Such vile rhetoric comes directly from
European extremists. It is simply astonishing
that it will form the basis for how America will
treat its strongest and closest allies. The Trump
administration is now prepared to interfere in
European countries’ domestic policies and poli-
tics to promote “patriotic” forces - meaning
those peddling the same racist garbage. Not even
Russia has been so blatantly open about its
intention to interfere in European democratic
processes.

Raising the Legal Age of Marriage: Law,
Maturity, and Social Responsibility

PRIYANKA SAURABH

he recent news of the sudden

death of a 10-year-old child is

not just a tragic incident, but

areflection of one of the grav-
est social ironies of our times. The
possible causes suggested by doc-
tors—lack of sleep, going to school
without breakfast, heavy school bags,
the mental pressure of homework
and performance, and the lack of
timely and nutritious meals—point to
a system in which childhood is being
constantly crushed. This incident
forces us to consider whether, in our
attempt to provide children with a
better future, we are robbing them of
their present.

Today's society is caught in a blind
race for achievement. Parents, teach-
ers, and institutions—all, in one form
or another, have embraced competi-
tion as the fundamental principle of
life. The most vulnerable victims of
this competition are children, who
are still at an age for play, learning,
and natural development. At four or
five years old, when a child is just
beginning to understand the world,
they are expected to wake up on time,
complete a prescribed curriculum,
ace exams, and decide their future
direction right away. This thinking is
not only unscientific but also inhu-
man. Child psychology clearly states
that a child's brain is most malleable
and sensitive during their early
years. Pressure exerted during this
period has long-term effects on their
personality, self-confidence, and
health. Lack of sleep, stress, and fear
disrupt the learning process. Yet, we
wake children up in the mornings,
send them to school without break-
fast, and expect them to remain active
and focused throughout the day. This
expectation is far from reality.

Heavy school bags have been a
topic of discussion for years. Despite
government guidelines and court
orders, young children are still seen
carrying loads exceeding their own
weight on their shoulders. This isn't
just a physical problem; it also sends
a psychological message that educa-
tion is a burden, not a joy. When edu-
cation becomes a burden, a child's
natural curiosity for learning gradu-
ally fades.
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Homework and exam pressure
exacerbate this problem. The purpose
of homework should be to reinforce
class learning and reinforce under-
standing, not to intimidate the child.
However, in practice, homework
often becomes a form of punishment.
Incomplete reprimands, punish-
ments, and comparisons—all of
which undermine a child's self-
esteem. Instead of learning, they
become afraid of mistakes, and this
fear ultimately leads to stress, anxi-
ety, and depression.

Food and daily routine also play a
crucial role in children's health. Not
getting timely and nutritious meals
at school, being forced to eat cold
lunches, and the pressure to bathe
and study without rest as soon as
they return home—all of this ignores
a child's natural body needs. The
body and mind need rest. Constant
activity without rest exhausts a
child's resilience.Equally important
is the question of what we truly want
from our children. Do we want them
to be happy, healthy, and sensitive
human beings, or merely machines
for scoring marks and titles? When
parents compare their children to
others—"So and so's child is doing
this, why can't you?"—they inadver-
tently instill a sense of inferiority in
them. This comparison breeds social
competition, in which everyone
strives to get ahead, even if it costs
the child their childhood.The educa-
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Childhood needs protection, not burden: our
social competition and children's health

tion system must also introspect in
this regard. Schools are not merely
factories for completing curriculum,;
they are laboratories for building
society. If schools lack adequate space
for play, art, communication, and cre-
ative activities, education is incom-
plete. Teachers are not only impar-
ters of knowledge to children, but
also guides and mentors. Creating an
atmosphere of fear in the name of
discipline is contrary to the funda-
mental purpose of education.

The role of the government and
administration at the policy level is
also crucial. Clear and strict guide-
lines are needed on school bag weight,
school hours, the amount of home-
work, and the examination system in
early grades. Effective monitoring
mechanisms must also be in place to
ensure adherence to these rules.
Regular health checkups, counseling
services, and nutrition programs
should become integral to children's
education.The biggest question for
parents is one of self-reflection. It's
important to remember our own edu-
cational journey—when we started
school, how we learned, how much
space was given to play and friend-
ship. Were we truly more capable than
today's children, or did we simply have
more time and freedom to learn? If we
struggled and progressed, it's not nec-
essary to assume our children will fol-
low the same path. Every generation
has different challenges and needs.

It's also important to understand
that success isn't just about a high
position or a high salary. Success also
includes becoming a balanced, sensi-
tive, and responsible citizen. If a child
isn't mentally healthy, their achieve-
ments are meaningless. Society must
recognize that not every child is the
same—their interests, abilities, and
pace vary. The goal of education
should be to respect these differences,
not to suppress them.The role of media
and social discourse is no less impor-
tant. When we only talk about toppers,
ranks, and records, it indirectly cre-
ates an atmosphere of pressure. We
must also highlight stories where chil-
dren have given meaning to life
through sports, art, service, and
human values. This will balance soci-
ety's perspective.Ultimately, the ques-
tion before us is—are we truly shaping
our children's futures, or are we bur-
dening them with our own egos and
insecurities? If the price of an achieve-
ment is a child's health, smile, and life,
then it's not an achievement, it's a
failure. Children don't need pity, they
need rights—to rest, to play, to make
mistakes, and to grow at their own
pace.Now s the time to choose compas-
sion over competition. Free education
from fear, protect childhood, not bur-
den it. Because a healthy childhood is
the foundation of a healthy society,
and if the foundation is weak, the
building of the future, no matter how
tall, will not stand.

DIGITAL SPEED, HUMAN DELAY

WHY ARTISTS AND SCHOLARS DESERVE TIMELY HONORARIUMS
GOLDEN DAYS VS. DIGITAL DAZE

POKKULURU SUBBA RAO,
1ders often reminisce about the “golden days,” when
E life was slower but more humane. Today, dazzled by
the immediacy of digital technology, many of us dis-

Dr. Jithender Rao Thanugula

fIndia's contemporary cri-

ses, water is the most dis-

cussed, yet also the least

understood.  Drought,
floods, depleting groundwater, pol-
luted rivers—we see them all as
separate events, whereas they are
different chapters of a single story.
This story is not one of natural
disaster, but of human forgetful-
ness. We have considered water
merely a resource and abandoned
the memory, culture, andempathy
associated with it.

The idea of impounding water
above ground by building dams is
one of the greatest fallacies of mod-
ern development. This system is
built against the very nature of
nature. Water's nature is not to
stagnate, but to flow—to absorb the
earth's womb, and from there to
nourish life. Ponds, tanks, wells,
and stepwells were expressions of
this nature. They didn't impound
water, they conserved it. That's
why they were time-tested and self-
evident systems that supported
human civilization for millions of
years.Today, we consider dams a
symbol of development, while
ponds a sign of backwardness. This
isaloss of vision. At one time, more

than 17,000 ponds were mentioned
in Punjab. They were not just water
sources, but centers of community
life—living spaces connecting ani-
mals, fields, birds, and humans.
Today, the situation is such that, let
alone ponds, even proper records of
Shamlat lands are not available in
Punjab. When memory is erased,
crisis becomes inevitable.Our
ancestors knew that floods were not
destruction, but opportunities.
They knew that if floodwaters
spread and flowed into ponds,
tanks, and plains, they would revi-
talize the earth. Therefore, there
were traditions of dredging ponds—
some called it voluntary labor, oth-
ers a social duty. Ponds were deep,
their beds wide, and they absorbed
maximum rainfall. This was a sys-
tem that relied on understanding,
not technology.

The irony is that the same hands
that filled ponds, filled tanks, and
clogged wells with garbage are now
looking to the sky for water. When
those who killed the ponds them-
selves begin to die, the blame is
placed on nature, climate change,
or our ancestors. The courage to
self-criticize is becoming rare.

This crisis isn't just about water,
it's also about education. I often
wonder what it means to be prop-
erly educated. Is it just degrees,
statistics, and technical jargon? No.
To be properly educated means to
be a Samavedi—to be one with the
entire ecosystem provided by God.
When humans begin to consider
themselves separate from nature,
their knowledge becomes clever-
ness, and cleverness ultimately

leads to destruction. Everything
else is just a refined form of non-
sense.The state of water manage-
ment in the country can be gauged
from the fact that, to date, no com-
prehensive, reliable, and compre-
hensive survey has been conducted
to determine India's actual water
reserves. We formulate plans,
approve budgets, and make
announcements—without knowing
the basis. This is not policy, but
conjecture; and development based
on conjecture is bound to collapse
sooner or later.

The picture of groundwater
exploitation is even more horrifying.
Nearly 1750,000 submersibles in
Punjab and nearly 900,000 in
Haryana are pumping water from
the earth's womb. It's as if the earth
is lying on a bed of arrows for sub-
mersibles. Without the boon of vol-
untary death, we are killing it a little
bit every day. This is a silent trage-
dy, wrought at the expense of green-
ery, and one that will only worsen in
the future.ment at the expense of the
environment is like sitting on the
very branch we are cutting. This sit-

uation is reminiscent of Kalidasa's
fable—where foolishness is cloaked
in wisdom. Wide roads, tall build-
ings, and shiny projects give us the
illusion of progress, while the
ground is drying up underneath.
This is not development, but staged
destruction.Cities are the most glar-
ing example of this failure. Modern
academic institutions and policy-
makers still lack a comprehensive
vision, a national framework for
drainage, water conservation, waste
reduction, and waste utilization in
Indian cities. Cities flood during the
rainy season, and in the summer,
they groan with thirst. This contra-
diction is evidence of a failure not of
the system, but of the vision.

The state of rivers is the most
poignant chapter of this story. The
list of polluted rivers has become so
long that reading it feels like looking
at a list of the dead. Rivers that gave
birth to civilizations are now vic-
tims of our negligence. We call them
mothers, yet behave as if they are
eternally tolerant. This cultural
hypocrisy has reached its limits.
Just a few decades ago, India's cities,

villages, pastures, fields, forests,
ponds, wells, and stepwells teemed
with life. This is not an idealized
past, but a fact of social memory. At
that time, resources were limited,
but understanding was broad. There
was community, participation, and
a sense of symbiosis with nature.
Government development programs
shattered this social character.
Planning grew, but society shrank.
Today, the need is to not leave water
management solely to engineers and
planners. This question is more eth-
ical and cultural than technical. The
revival of ponds, the restoration of
johads, rainwater harvesting, and
the protection of community lands—
these are not discoveries of the
future, but memories of the past. We
need to remember, not go back.
Water is not a commodity, but a
relationship—between humans and
nature. When this connection is bro-
ken, disasters arise. There is still
time, but the warning is clear. If we
don't mend our relationship with
water, history will remember us as
the generation that killed our own
planet with thirst.

miss their nostalgia. After all, Aadhaar cards, PAN cards,
e-certificates, and online applications arrive at lightning
speed. Digitalization has indeed revolutionized access and
efficiency. But beneath this sheen lies a troubling paradox:
while documents and services are delivered instantly, the
human touch in financial dealings—especially honorari-
ums for artists and scholars—has eroded. The Old Practice:
Instant Gratification, Human Respect In earlier times,
institutions like All India Radio (AIR) and Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) upheld a dignified practice.
Orators, artists, and scholars were handed cheques imme-
diately after their programmes.This gesture was not just
financial—it was symbolic of respect, recognition, and
empathy.For many from middle and lower-middle classes,
this immediate payment ensured stability and dignity. The
satisfaction of walking away with a tangible honorarium
was a morale booster, affirming the value of their contribu-
tion. The Digital Shift: Speed Without Soul Post-
digitalization, the system has changed drastically:
Honorariums are now deposited directly into bank
accounts.Payments are often delayed for weeks or months.
Artists and scholars are left in uncertainty, facing finan-
cial hardships. Ironically, the very technology that prom-
ises speed has introduced bureaucratic bottlenecks and
emotional disconnect. The human touch—the handshake,
the immediate recognition—has vanished. Personal
Testimony: A Stark Reality As someone who has delivered
programmes both in the pre-digital and post-digital eras, I
have lived this contrast. Earlier, the cheque in hand was a
source of joy and relief. Today, digital transfers arrive late,
leaving contributors anxious and financially strained.This
indifference disproportionately affects those who rely on
honorariums for sustenance—teachers, researchers, cul-
tural performers, and spiritual speakers. What was once a
system of empathy has become one of neglect. The Larger
Problem: A Common Cry This is not just my personal
grievance—it is a collective problem. Across India, count-
less artists, scholars, and cultural workers face similar
delays. Many depend on these honorariums for daily
expenses. Delays erode trust in institutions that are other-
wise revered. The absence of accountability undermines
the dignity of contributors. Digitalization should not mean
dehumanization. A Call for Reform: Restoring Empathy in
Digital Systems .
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GNTO eyes 10 lakh overnight stays by
Indian tourists in Germany in 2026

German National Tourist Office (GNTO) India, the official representative office of the
German National Tourist Board, expects to close 2025 with 9.6 lakh overnights into Germany
by Indian tourists, GNTO Director of Marketing & Sales Office - India, Romit Theophilus.

NEW DELHI: Germany is
targeting 10 lakh over-
night stays by Indian
tourists in the country in
2026, after narrowly miss-
ing the goal this year,
according to a German
National Tourist Office
India official. German
National Tourist Office
(GNTO) India, the official
representative office of
the German National
Tourist Board, expects to
close 2025 with 9.6 lakh
overnights into Germany
by Indian tourists, GNTO
Director of Marketing &
Sales Office - India, Romit
Theophilus.

"We want a growth of
10 per cent year on year.
That's our growth projec-
tion till 2030 at least. Our
goal is now to first reach
the 1 million (overnights)
and then double that to 2
million," he said when
asked how Germany is
looking at Indian tourist
arrivals in the country
going forward.

GNTO India was hop-
ing to cross the 10 lakh
milestone in 2025, but it
did not happen due to a
variety of factors, includ-
ing visa issues and tour-
ists choosing to travel to
other countries. Asked if
the target could be
achieved in 2026,
Theophilus said, "We will
definitely cross 1 mil-
lion...We are hoping to do
(Indian) weddings (as
well) in Germany in
2026."Already 60,000 stu-

dents are visiting
Germany. Their families
will also go visit them,
and a lot more will hap-
pen on this front of "visit-
ing friends and rela-
tives", he said, adding,
"So we know that we will
hit this target quite close-
ly next year." As for 2025,
he said, "I see us at about
9.6 lakh, which is good,
because it's still better
than 2019. It is still show-
ing a growth every year
of about 5 to 7 per cent."
In 2029, the number was
at its peak with 9.5 lakh
overnights before the
COVID-19 pandemic hit.

He said 9.5 lakh over-
nights into Germany rep-
resent about 3 lakh to 3.5
lakh people, and in 2024,
1.1 billion euros were
spent by Indian tourists
in Germany.

Indian tourists are
spending more time in
Germany with the aver-
age length of stay exceed-
ing nine nights. In the
January-October period
2025, there have been

7,75,294 overnight stays,
as per GNTO data.
Noting that visas were
one of the factors hinder-
ing Indians' travel to

Germany, Theophilus
said, "We have got a lot of
wait times for visas,
which we want to be exe-
cuted faster in 2026 with
the help of the German
embassy and the col-
leagues at the German
visa section." He, howev-
er, said visa issues
weren't the only reason
for missing the 10 lakh
overnight target.

"T can't place it only on
the visa issue. I think
there were a little bit of
people who were travel-
ling to different places
this year," he noted.
GNTO India has been
promoting Germany's
cultural landscape,
romantic destinations
and seasonal travel expe-
riences along with curat-
ed travel propositions
aligned with evolving
Indian travel preferences
to woo tourists from here.

Wholesale volumes of 2-wheelers in
India jump 19 pc at 1.8 million in Nov

NEW DELHI: Wholesale volumes of
domestic two-wheelers grew by 19 per
cent (year-over-year) in the month of
November, reaching 1.8 million units, a

report said on Friday.

The report from ICRA attributed the
rise to Goods and Services Tax (GST)
cuts and original equipment manufac-
turer-dealer offers that sustained show-
room footfalls after the festive season,
prompting dealers to replenish invento-
ry and support wholesale dispatches.

Theratings firm forecasted two-wheel-
er volume growth of 6-9 per cent for
FY26, supported by improved replace-
ment demand following GST rate cuts,
an expected recovery in urban con-
sumption and healthy rural incomes
driven by a normal monsoon.

Retail sales in November, however, eased
by 3.1 per cent year-on-year, largely due to
an early festive season that shifted demand
into October’s record-breaking sales peri-
od.Dealers continue to report steady cus-
tomer footfall, buoyed by positive GST sen-
timent and strong demand from the ongo-
ing wedding season, it added. Electric
two-wheeler retail volumes dipped margin-
ally by 1.4 per cent YoY, with electric two-
wheeler retail volumes reaching 1,17,335
units in November. Monthly electric two-
wheeler penetration within the overall

in October,

two-wheeler segment remained stable at
6-7 per cent through the first eight months
of FY26, reflecting gradual adoption, it said.
Export volumes continued to grow in dou-
ble digits, rising 27.9 per cent year-on-year,
while industry volumes were up 23.6 per
cent during the April-November period,
supported by a relatively low base in the
corresponding period of FY25.

Inventory levels improved to 44-46 days by
November 2025 from 60 days at the end of
September, according to the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Association (FADA)
data, aided by stronger retail offtake, accord-
ing to another recent report. Utility vehicles
held a 67 per cent share of passenger vehicle
volumes in November, down from 69 per cent

while mini, compact and

super-compact segments revived after GST
cuts. Continued supportive policy reforms
and improved market sentiments would
drive this growth trajectory well into 2026.

Business

MUMBALI: Indian equity mar-
kets ended Friday’s session on a
strong note, snapping a four-
day losing streak, but investors
are likely to shift their atten-
tion to key domestic data, cur-
rency movements and global
developments that could set the
tone for trading in the coming
week. On December 19, both
benchmark indices closed with
solid gains, supported by a
steady rupee, positive global
cues and a Bank of Japan policy
decision that was in line with

market expectations.

The Sensex climbed 448
points, or 0.53 per cent, to close
at 84,929.36, while the Nifty rose
151 points, or 0.58 per cent, to

settle at 25,966.40.

Commenting on Nifty out-
look, experts said that “on the
upside, immediate resistance is
placed at 26,000, followed by

26,200 and 26,400.”

They added that on the down-

volatility,”

side, support is seen at 25,900
and then 25,800, with a break
below 25,700 likely to attract
additional selling pressure.
“Given the current market
structure, a buy-on-dips strate-
gy remains appropriate, though
traders should maintain strict
stop-losses due to prevailing
market watchers
stated. Broader markets outper-

India-China trade deficit to
breach $1006 bn this year

NEW DELHI (TSIT):
India’s trade deficit
with China is expected
to reach $106 billion in
2025 as imports are ris-
ing faster than the
country’s exports to
the neighbouring
country, think tank
GTRI said on Friday. It
said the country’s
exports to China fell
from $23 billion in 2021
to $15.2 billion in 2022,
stayed low at $14.5 bil-
lion in 2023, and then
edged up to $15.1 bil-
lion in 2024.

In 2025, exports are
estimated to improve
to $17.5 billion, still
well below earlier lev-
els, the Global Trade
Research Initiative
(GTRI) said in its
report.

On the other hand,
imports from the
neighbouring country
have climbed much
faster - from $87.7 bil-
lion in 2021 to $102.6
billion in 2022, $91.8
billion in 2023 and
$109.6 billion in 2024.
This calendar year, the
country’s inbound
shipments are estimat-
ed at $123.5 billion.

UltraTech Cement faces
Rs 390 crore GST demand

Mumbai, Dec 21 :
UltraTech Cement
Limited has received a
tax demand order from
the Joint Commissioner
of Central Goods and
Services Tax and Central
Excise, Patna, asking the
company to pay alleged
dues of about Rs 390
crore. Along with this,
the company has also
been asked to pay a pen-
alty of a similar amount
and interest of around Rs
28 lakh.

In a regulatory filing,
UltraTech Cement Ltd
said the demand relates
to alleged short payment
of Goods and Services
Tax, improper use of
input tax credit and other
related issues.

“The Company has
received an Order from
the Joint Commissioner,
Central Goods and

k.

UltraTech

cC E N E N T
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INDIA'S NO. 1 CEMENT

Services Tax & Central
Excise, Patna,” it said in
its filing. The case covers
the period from the finan-
cial year 2018-19 to 2022-
23. The total penalty and
interest together account

for nearly two-thirds
of the company’s
profit of Rs 1,232
crore reported for the
second quarter ended
September 2025.

During the same
quarter, the coun-
try’s largest cement
maker reported a
strong performance,
with revenue rising
20.3 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 19,607
crore.

“Order in Original
passed upholding tax
liability of Rs
3,90,95,58,194  plus
applicable interest on
tax demand; addition-
al interest Rs 27,68,289
and penalty of Rs
3,90,95,58,194,” the com-
pany added.

However, the company
said it is considering all
legal options and plans to

challenge the order.

UltraTech added that it
does not expect the tax
demand to have any
impact on its operations
or financial position.

The company is sched-
uled to announce its
earnings for the ongoing
third quarter on January
24, 2026.

“The Company is
reviewing the Order,
considering all legal
options, and accordingly
would be contesting the
demand, and does not
expect the said Order to
have any operational/
financial impact on the
Company,” it added.

Meanwhile, UltraTech
Cement shares have
remained largely flat so
far this year. On the lat-
est trading day, the stock
closed at Rs 11,497, up Rs
36 or 0.31 per cent.

T

In 2025, exports
are estimated to
improve to $17.5
billion, still well
below earlier
levels, the Global
Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI)
said in its report.

“This has pushed
India’s trade deficit
(difference between
imports and exports)
with China from $64.7
billion in 2021 to $94.5
billion in 2024, and an
expected $106 billion in
2025,” GTRI founder
Ajay Srivastava said.

On December 16, in a
written reply to the
Lok Sabha, Minister of
State for Commerce
and Industry Jitin
Prasada has said the
deficit is mainly due to
imports of raw materi-
als, intermediate goods
and capital goods, like
auto components, elec-
tronic parts and assem-
blies, mobile phone
parts, machinery and
its  parts, Active
Pharmaceutical
Ingredients, which are

used for making fin-
ished products which
are also exported out of
India.

“An Inter-
Ministerial Committee
(IMC) has been consti-
tuted to consider the
trends with respect to
imports and exports
and recommend cor-
rective action wherev-
er required,” he has
said. According to the
GTRI, nearly 80 per
cent of India’s imports
from China are concen-
trated in just four prod-
uct groups - electron-
ics, machinery, organ-
ic chemicals and plas-
tics.

Plastics imports dur-
ing the period stood at
$6.3 billion, including
$871 million of PVC
resin, while steel and
steel products amount-
ed to $4.6 billion and
medical and scientific
equipment added $2.5
billion.

“Together, these fig-
ures show India’s
import bill from China
is anchored in elec-
tronics, machinery,
chemicals and materi-
als that are difficult to
substitute  quickly,
explaining the persis-
tence of a large bilater-
al trade deficit despite
efforts to diversify sup-
ply chains,” he added.
In November, India’s
exports to China rose
by 90 per cent to $2.2
billion. During April-
November, the exports
were up 33 per cent to
$12.2 billion.

formed the benchmarks, with
the BSE Midcap index rising
1.26 per cent and the Smallcap
index gaining 1.25 per cent.
Looking ahead, investors will
be closely tracking India’s
industrial output data. The
Index of Industrial Production
(ITP) for November 2025 is
scheduled to be released on
December 29 by the Ministry of
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11P data, rupee movement and global cues
likely to drive Sensex, Nifty next week

Statistics
Implementation.

Policy developments
trade-related news will also
remain in focus. The govern-
ment, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, pushed through
major reforms in the recent
winter session of Parliament to
strengthen the economy amid
rising global trade pressures.

Key legislative changes
include allowing private sec-
tor participation in the nucle-
ar industry, permitting 100
per cent foreign ownership in
insurance companies,
proposing a single consolidat-
ed code for securities market
regulations. These steps are
aimed at
investment climate and could
influence market sentiment
in the days ahead. The move-
ment of the Indian rupee is
another important factor for
the market.
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Elon Musk's net worth soars
t0 nearly $750 hillion

NEW DELHI: Tesla and
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk's
net worth rose to nearly
$750 billion after a US
court reinstated Tesla
stock options worth $139
billion. According to
Forbes' billionaires
index, this development
has taken Musk closer to
become the world’s first
trillionaire.

Earlier, the Delaware
Supreme Court in the US
restored Musk’s 2018 pay
package from Tesla, over-
turning a lower-court
decision that had struck
it down as “unfathom-
able”. The ruling revers-
es a 2024 decision that
rescinded the package
and found that total
rescission “leaves Musk
uncompensated for his
time and efforts over a
period of six years,” the
49-page ruling said,
according to reports.

The 2018 package was
worth about $139 billion
based on Tesla’s closing
stock price on Friday,
and if Musk exercises all
stock options from the
pay package, his stake
would rise from about
12.4 per cent to 18.1 per
cent of an expanded
share base.

The 2018 pay deal pro-
vided Musk options to
buy about 304 million
shares at a discounted
price if Tesla met specific
milestones. Tesla's board
had warned that Musk,
the world's richest per-
son, leading the SpaceX
rocket venture, could

leave the electric car
company if his pay was
disrupted.

Earlier this week, the
Tesla CEO became the
first person ever to sur-
pass $600 billion in net
worth over reports that
SpaceX was likely to go
public. With his company
SpaceX reportedly
launching a tender offer,
valuing the firm at $800
billion, Musk's net worth
has surged by $168 billion
to an estimated $677 bil-
lion.SpaceX is aiming for
an initial public offering
(IPO) next year that may
value the firm at around
$1.5 trillion. Also, Musk’s
12 per cent stake in elec-
tric vehicle maker Tesla
is worth $197 billion,
excluding stock options.
Moreover, Musk’s xAI
Holdings is reportedly in
talks to raise new fund-
ing at around $230 bil-
lion valuation. Musk
owns a 53 per cent stake
in xAI Holdings, worth
$60 billion.

Railway fares to go up from Dec 26, to
yield Rs 600 crore extra revenue

New Delhi,

Dec 21
Railways on Sunday announced a
revision in fares with effect from
December 26 this year, aimed at a
Rs 600 crore increase in revenue.
Under the new ticket pricing
structure, passengers will pay an
extra 1 paisa per km on journeys
beyond 215 km in Ordinary Class,
and 2 paise per km for Mail and
Express non-AC and AC classes.
Passengers on a 500 km non-AC
journey will pay an additional Rs
10 for their journey. There is no
increase in ticket prices for pas-

Indian

sengers travelling on routes

shorter than 215 km.

Fares have also not been raised
for suburban and monthly season
tickets to ensure travel remains
affordable for low and middle-

income families.

"Over the past decade, the
Indian Railways has significantly
expanded its network and opera-
tions, reaching even the remotest
corners of the country. To support
this higher level of operations and

further enhance safety, the rail-
ways its increasing its manpower.
Consequently, manpower cost has
increased to Rs 1,15,000 crore.
Pension cost has increased to Rs
60,000 crore. Total cost of opera-
tions has increased to Rs 2,63,000
crore in 2024-25," the Ministry of
Railways said in a statement.

To meet the higher manpower
costs, the railways said it is focus-
ing on increasing cargo loading,

along with a small amount of

rationalisation of passenger fares.

"Due to these efforts on safety
and improved operations, rail-
ways have been able to improve
safety substantially. India has
become the second-largest cargo-
carrying railway in the world,"
the statement added.

The freight rates have not
been revised since 2018 despite
an increase in input costs over
the years, with the railways
relying on an increase in cargo
movement to raise earnings.

The recent successful mobilisa-

tion of more than 12,000 trains
during the festival season is
also an example of improved
operational efficiency, the state-
ment added. Meanwhile, the
ministry also noted that con-
struction works on the flagship
high-speed bullet train project
have gathered momentum in
Maharashtra, with 100 per cent
land acquisition already com-
pleted.
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[ndian visa application centre suspended
Indefinitely in Bangladesh's Chattogram

DHAKA: India on Sunday
suspended visa opera-
tions at its mission in
Bangladeshi port city of
Chattogram until further
notice, according to
media reports.

The move comes in the
wake of a fresh wave of
unrest witnessed in the
country following the
death of prominent youth

leader Sharif Osman )

Hadi. His death triggered = Commission of India
attacks and vandalism (AHCI) Chittagong,
across Bangladesh, Indian visa operations at
including stone-hurling IVAC Chittagong
at the Assistant Indian (Chattogram) will remain
High Commissioner's suspended from

residence in Chattogram
on Thursday.

Hadi, a prominent lead-
er of the student-led pro-
tests last year that led to
the ouster of the prime
minister Sheikh Hasina-
led Awami League gov-
ernment, was a candidate
for the scheduled
February 12 general elec-
tions. He was shot in the
head on December 12 by
masked gunmen at an
election campaign in cen-
tral Dhaka’s Bijoynagar
area and died while
undergoing treatment in
Singapore on December
18. “Due to the recent
security incident at
Assistant High

21/12/2025 until further
notice,” the Indian Visa
Application Centre
(IVAC) said in a brief
statement.

The announcement
for reopening the visa
centre will be made after
reviewing the situation,
the statement added.
The decision came into
effect on Sunday. There
are five IVAC facilities
across Bangladesh at
Dhaka, Khulna,
Rajshahi, Chattogram
and Sylhet. An IVAC
official told PTI that the
other four offices have
remained operational as
of Sunday.

India on Thursday

resumed operations at its
visa application centre in
Dhaka, a day after clos-
ing it over escalated secu-
rity concerns, but closed
for a brief period two
other identical facilities
in Rajshahi and Khulna
as anti-India protestors
tried to march towards
the Indian missions
there. On Saturday, secu-
rity was strengthened at
the Indian Assistant
High Commission office
and the visa application
centre in Bangladesh's
Sylhet city.

The enhanced security
measures were put in
place to ensure that “no
third party can exploit
the situation,” Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Media) of the Sylhet
Metropolitan Police
Saiful Islam was quoted
as saying by The Dhaka

World

Tribune newspaper on
Saturday. Hadi, 32, was
laid to rest on Saturday
amid extra-tight security
beside the grave of
National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam near the
Dhaka University
mosque. Tens of thou-
sands of people attended
the funeral prayers, and
ahead of the ritual, chant-
ed anti-India slogans like
“Delhi or Dhaka - Dhaka,
Dhaka” and “brother
Hadi’s blood will not be
allowed to go in vain.”

Earlier on December
17, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
summoned Bangladesh
envoy Riaz Hamidullah
and conveyed its strong
concern over certain
extremist elements
announcing plans to cre-
ate a security situation
around the Indian mis-
sion in Dhaka. “We
expect the interim gov-
ernment to ensure the
safety of Missions and
Posts in Bangladesh in
keeping with its diplo-
matic obligations,” it
said. The envoy was
apprised of India's strong
concerns about the dete-
riorating security envi-
ronment in Bangladesh,
it added.

9 killed, 10
wounded in
South African
pub shooting

JOHANNESBURG: Nine people have
died, and at least 10 others were
wounded after a group of gunmen car-
ried out a shooting at a South African
pub during the early hours of Sunday,
authorities said.The incident occurred
just before 1 am in the township of
Bekkersdal, which is located 46 Kilo-
metres (28 miles) west of
Johannesburg. It is the second mass
shooting to happen in South Africa in
three weeks.About 12 unknown sus-
pects in a white mini-bus and a silver
sedan opened fire at pub patrons at
KwaNoxolo tavern, in the Tambo sec-
tion of Bekkersdal and continued to
shoot randomly as they fled the scene,
according to police.“Some victims
were randomly shot in the streets by
unknown gunmen,” the police said of
the incident that left nine people dead
and 10 hospitalised. Provincial police
commissioner Maj. Gen. Fred Kekana
told SABC television that one of the
deceased was a driver from an online
car-hailing service who had been out-
side the pub. A manhunt for the sus-
pects in the multiple gunshot event
has been initiated by Gauteng Serious
and Violent Crime Investigations in
collaboration with the Crime
Detection Tracing Unit. There have
been several mass shootings at bars
— sometimes called shebeens or tav-
erns in South Africa — in recent
years, including a mass shooting car-
ried out by multiple suspects in an
unlicensed bar near the South African
capital that left at least 12 people dead
and 13 injured earlier this month.

Jordan says its air force joined US strikes on Islamic State in Syria

DAMASCUS: Jordan con-
firmed Saturday that its air
force took part in strikes
launched by the United
States on Islamic State
group targets in Syria in
retaliation for the Kkilling of
three US citizens earlier this
month.

The US launched military
strikes Friday on multiple
sites in Syria to “eliminate”
Islamic State group fighters
and weapons in retaliation
for an attack by a Syrian
gunman that killed two US

-~ _ -

troops and an American
civilian interpreter almost a
week earlier. The Jordanian
military said in a statement
that its air force “participat-
ed in precise airstrikes...

U _?'

targeting several ISIS posi-
tions in southern Syria,”
using a different abbrevia-
tion for the Islamic State
group. Jordan is one of 90
countries making up the

global coalition against IS,
which Syria recently joined.
The US military did not
say how many had been
killed in Friday's strikes.
The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a UK-based
war monitor, reported that
at least five people were
killed, including the leader
and members of an IS cell.
The Jordanian statement
said the operation aimed “to
prevent extremist groups
from exploiting these areas
as launching pads to threat-

en the security of Syria's
neighbors and the wider
region, especially after ISIS
regrouped and rebuilt its
capabilities in southern
Syria.” US Central
Command, which oversees
the region, said in a state-
ment that its forces “struck
more than 70 targets at mul-
tiple locations across cen-
tral Syria with fighter jets,
attack helicopters, and artil-
lery,” with the Jordanian
air force supporting with
fighter aircraft.
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Imran Khan calls for
nationwide protests after
17-year jail sentence

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's for-
mer Prime Minister Imran
Khan urged his supporters to
gear up for countrywide pro-
tests following a 17-year jail
term handed to him and wife
Bushra Bibi in a corruption
case. Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi were sentenced to 17 years
in jail each by a court on
Saturday in the Toshakhana 2
corruption case.

Khan, 73, who has been in
jail since August 2023, faces
multiple cases launched
against him since his ouster
from power in April 2022. The
Toshakhana 2 case involves
alleged fraud in state gifts that
the former first couple
received from the Saudi gov-
ernment in 2021.

In a conversation with his
lawyers in Adiala Jail after the
“military-style trial decision”
Khan urged his supporters to
stand up in protest after the
decision, according to a mid-
night statement posted on
Khan’s X account.

It was not known who posted
his conversation on his per-
sonal account as Khan has no
access to his social media han-
dles in jail. “I have sent a mes-
sage to (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister) Sohail Afridi
to prepare for the street move-
ment. The entire nation will
have to rise for its rights,” he
said, and added: “Struggle is
worship, and I am even ready
to embrace martyrdom for the
true freedom of Pakistan!”

He argued that the latest sen-
tence did not come as a sur-
prise and asked his legal team
to move the high court against
the decision.

“Like the baseless decisions
and sentences of the last three
years, the Toshakhana-II deci-
sion is also nothing new to me.
This decision was given in
haste by the judge without any
evidence and without fulfilling
the legal requirements,” he
said, adding that his legal team
was “not even heard”. He also
said that it was inevitable for
the Insaf Lawyers Forum, a
group of lawyers to his
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, and
the legal community to come
forward for justice. “For the

struggle to establish the
supremacy of law and restore
the Constitution, it is essential
for the Justice Lawyers Forum
and the lawyers’ front to come
to the forefront. Only the sys-
tem of justice can protect the
people. Without it, neither eco-
nomic progress nor moral
development is possible,” he
said. He also targeted the
army’s leadership for his
detention, but in the same vein
said that the “army is mine”,
showing his effort to win its
support while attacking the
top leadership of the armed
forces.

Khan also alleged that he
and wife were being “continu-
ously subjected to mental tor-
ture by keeping us in solitary
confinement”.

“There is a ban on our books,
TV, and meetings. Every pris-
oner in jail can watch TV, but
even watching TV has been
banned for me and Bibi
Bushra,” he alleged.

Khan has been incarcerated
since August 2023 in case
launched after he was removed
from office though a no-trust
vote in April 2022.

The Toshakhana is a depart-
ment under the Cabinet
Division that stores gifts given
to rulers and government offi-
cials by heads of other govern-
ments and foreign dignitaries.
Once deposited, the gifts can
be bought back following prop-
er rules and procedures. In
October 2024, Bushra was
granted bail by the Islamabad
High Court in this case, and a
month later, Khan was also
granted bail in the same case.
They were indicted in
December last year.

Instability is the sign of an emerging nonpolar world

here has been a ten-

dency to look at

international rela-

tions through the
prism of polarity. For hun-
dreds of years, polarity has
provided observers of inter-
national affairs with a valu-
able tool for understanding
the interactions among states
and other international
actors by mapping the distri-
bution of power within the
system relative to the most
powerful. A polar-based
world is one that, objectively
or subjectively, provides for-
eign policy decision-makers
with a sense of direction on
whether to collaborate with
it or oppose it.

Scholars have identified
three main types of polar-
based systems that have
existed in history: unipolari-
ty, bipolarity, and multipo-
larity. All these systems
emerged at different points
in the past two centuries.
However, despite their differ-
ences, they all assume that
the basic building block of
international relations is the
nation-state, one of whose
main characteristics is sov-
ereignty complemented by
that of independence.

Sovereignty meant that the
source of power within the
state to govern and legislate
originates from within the
country, and that no external
force has the legitimate right
to interfere. Yet, throughout
the centuries, the world has
“shrunk” in terms of accessi-
bility, the intensity and speed
of interactions, and the rise
of crucial issues that tran-
scend political borders, such
as global trade, cyberspace,
global climate change, crime,
and human trafficking.
Increasingly, countries have

become interconnected to
ensure both their security
and prosperity, securing, for
instance, energy security and
other natural resources, as
well as access to markets,
technology, and knowledge.
The tension between main-
taining sovereignty and inde-
pendence in a world of inter-
dependency has increased, as
much of what affects us does
not necessarily occur within
the political borders of where
we reside and must therefore
be regulated through diplo-
macy and international law.
In this web of interactions,
the notion of polarity focuses
on the main sources of inter-
national power at any given
historical period, with most
states either gravitating
toward or opposing them.
The underlying assumption
of viewing international poli-
tics in terms of polarity is
that each system is distin-
guished by the number of
major powers that dominate
international politics at the
time, which affects stability
and discord.To begin with, it
was the 19th century’s “bal-
ance of power” system, which
was a precursor to the later
multipolar system, where
major European powers dom-
inated international affairs
through canceling out each
other and thus preventing a
single power or a combina-
tion of powers from achiev-
ing hegemony. When this
system collapsed, the result
was the First World War,
which, until the second
instalment of collective mad-
ness that ended with the
Second World War, the world
was more characterized by
disorder and anarchy than
by any clear sources of power
able to establish and main-

tain stability. Consequently,
the breakout of the worst, to
date, world war between 1939
and 1945 was inevitable.

In the aftermath of the
Second World War, an inter-
national system emerged
that paradoxically aimed to
suggest an alternative to the
one that had led to that cata-
clysm, prevent future such
occurrences through cooper-
ation, and by establishing the
UN and its agencies, and by
codifying the conduct of
international behaviour that
enshrines adhering to values
of finding peaceful solutions.
But diametrically opposite to
this very much welcomed
evolution also emerged an
adversarial bipolar system
which was characterized by
two rigid blocs, one led by the

It looks as
though the
post-Second
World War s
ystem 1s
breaking
down
institutionally:

US and the other by the
Soviet Union, with the
threat of nuclear annihi-
lation.

It looks as though the
post-Second World War
system is breaking down
institutionally.

The divide was typi-
fied by two diametrical-
ly opposing ideologies,
capitalism and commu-
nism, to which members
of the bloc had to sympa-
thize with, if not com-
pletely adhere to. It was
surprisingly stable,
where the main protago-
nists, the US and the
Soviet Union, never con-
fronted each other
directly. When this sys-
tem came to an end with
the collapse of the Soviet

Union, it was replaced by a
unipolar system dominated
by the US, backed up by its
military and economic might,
that cultivated the idea that
the world had entered an era
dominated by the liberal-
democratic model with war
confined either to history, or
to the periphery of world
affairs. This false assumption
did not last for long, and
major powers remained very
much involved in conflict,
such as the first Gulf War in
1991, the conflict in Bosnia in
the following year and the
genocide in Rwanda in 1994.
Moreover, other centers of
power were quickly on the
rise, such as China, the EU,
the BRICS, along with
Russia’s attempts to reassert
itself. Moreover, in a world
in which economically sus-
tainable development
requires the free movement
of people, goods, and finance,
and in which the internet
revolution is transforming
the idea of physical borders,
the attitude toward them
needs to be redefined entire-
ly, with the traditional con-
cept of polarity challenged as
well.

In an increasingly anar-
chic, and arguably chaotic
state of global international
affairs in which oneupman-
ship has taken over coopera-
tion, where trade wars are
becoming prevalent, where
the UN is failing to fulfil its
task of preventing wars or at
least bringing them to a
quick halt, and the major
powers advance their inter-
ests first without taking into
account how it might affect
their allies, does polarity
mean anything anymore?

It increasingly looks as
though the post-Second

World War system is break-
ing down institutionally, and
its liberal peace and rights
values and principles are
under severe strain. A major
cause is that many interac-
tions within the current
international system are ad
hoc. This takes the notion of
realpolitik to the extreme,
ignoring ideological and
moral considerations, while
modern economies and mili-
taries rely heavily on tech-
nology sharing and sustain-
ing alliances that subscribe
to a similar worldview and
objectives; in other words,
sharing a “polar” position is
crucial.

In the idealistic vision of
the founders of the UN, it was
this encompassing organiza-
tion that would be the pole
that the entire web of inter-
national affairs should gravi-
tate toward, subscribing to a
universal code of behaviour
that eliminated wars and
other forms of political vio-
lence, and thereby ensuring
the sovereignty of all coun-
tries and the rights of indi-
viduals within them. But
now this vision lies in tatters.
Instead, a world with no clear
poles has emerged, the out-
come of which is not neces-
sarily more equitable power
for medium and small coun-
tries, but one in which alli-
ances and enmities are based
mainly on utility and hence
tend to be limited in time and
scope. This, in turn, produces
more uncertainty, insecuri-
ty, and instability. This
emerging nonpolar world
heralds a period in which the
danger of conflict is height-
ened, and domestic upheaval
is also on the rise, which is
where the current interna-
tional system finds itself.
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DUBAI: Eyeing a record-
extending 12th title, a domi-
nant India will look to under-
line its supremacy over arch-
rival Pakistan when they
clash in the Under-19 Asia
Cup final at the ICC Academy,
here on Sunday.

The Ayush Mhatre-led
Indian colts have been a class
apart, winning all their
Group A matches to finish on
top ahead of Pakistan, which
suffered its only group-stage
defeat against India, a 90-run
loss last Sunday.

India carried that momen-
tum into the semifinals on
Friday, brushing aside Sri
Lanka by eight wickets.
Pakistan, on the other hand,
reached the final by knocking

out defending champion
Bangladesh. India’s march to
the final has been built on an
all-round effort, with batters
and bowlers gelling together
seamlessly to form a formi-
dable unit.

With the bat, India has
been nothing short of spec-
tacular, posting two 400-plus
totals. The 50-over tourna-
ment has seen the rise of
exciting young talents, such
as 17-year-old wicketkeeper-
batter Abhigyan Kundu.

If teenage prodigy Vaibhav
Suryavanshi set the tone in
the opener against UAE with
a breathtaking 95-ball 171 as
India piled up 433/6, Kundu
etched his name into the

record

books against

The Ayush Mhatre-
led Indian colts
have been a class
apart, winning all
their Group A
matches to finish
on top ahead of
Pakistan, which
suffered its only
group-stage
defeat against
India, a 90-run loss
last Sunday.

Malaysia. The left-hander
smashed an unbeaten 125-ball
209, becoming the first Indian
to score a double century in
Youth ODIs. The duo will

look for yet another good
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U-19 Asia Cup: India looks to extend dominance against Pakistan in final

show against a disciplined
Pakistan bowling attack.

Even when the top-order
has faltered, India’s middle-
order has risen to the occa-
sion. Hyderabad’s Aaron
George has been the glue, reg-
istering three successive half-
centuries, often batting
through the critical middle
overs while maintaining a
strike rate of 100-plus.

He has been ably supported
by Vihaan Malhotra, who
offers a left-handed option
and is fresh from a 61 not out
against Sri Lanka. Adding
depth is all-rounder Kanishk
Chouhan, who has reimag-
ined the finisher’s role with a
strike rate of over 127, while
making timely break-

throughs with the ball.
Chouhan has picked up six
wickets in four matches,
including a telling 3/33
against Pakistan in the group
stage. With the ball, India
was led by pacer Deepesh
Devendran, the joint-highest
wicket-taker in the tourna-
ment with 11 scalps, along-
side  Pakistan’s  Abdul
Subhan. Deepesh has thrived
by bowling probing lines at
130 kmph-plus with the new
ball. His standout spell of 5/22
against Malaysia showcased
his threat, while against
Pakistan he dismantled the
top-order, removing three
batters in successive overs,
including tournament top-
scorer Sameer Minhas.

India overpowered by Minhas’ big hundred
and pacers as Pakistan clinch U19 Asia Cup
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DUBALI: India faltered against

the big-hitting Sameer Minhas
and the extra zip of pacers, suf-
fering a massive 191-run defeat
against Pakistan in a one-sided
50-over Under-19 Asia Cup final,
here Sunday. Pakistan lifted
their second U19 Asia Cup, and
as it is the norm now, there was
no formal greetings between the
players of two teams.

Once Pakistan posted a mam-
moth 347 for eight, riding on
Minhas’ 172 (113b, 17x4, 9x6)
they needed a lion-hearted chase
to clinch a ninth title in the tour-
nament. But the tall Pakistan
pace troika — Ali Reza (4/42),
Mohammad Sayyam (2/38) and
Abdul Subhan (2/29) — hurried
their top-order with consistent
hard-lengths as India folded for
156 in 26.2 overs.However,
India’s chase began on an explo-
sive note despite losing Ayush
Mhatre early. Vaibhav
Suryavanshi hammered Raza
for two sixes and a four to take

21 runs in the first over. Aaron
George too began brightly,
caressing Sayyam for three
fours in a row in the fourth over
as India raced off the block at 10
runs an over.

But the game’s course changed
in the last ball of the fourth
over. George was jostled into a
pull by Sayyam, and all he could
do was to sky the short-pitched
ball to Mohammad Shayan
inside the circle.

In the first ball of the fifth
over, India suffered a body blow
with the dismissal of
Suryavanshi. The left-hander
went for a full-blooded pick-up
shot off Raza, but the good-
length ball, which had extra
bounce on it, took the edge of the
opener’s bat and nestled in the
gloves of stumper Zahoor
Hamza. Raza and Pakistan field-
ers celebrated wildly, and a few
words were exchanged before
Suryavanshi trudged off deject-
ed. India slipped from 49 for 1 to

49 for three in the space of two
balls, and it was just the begin-
ning. Vedant Trivedi and
Kanishk Chouhan too fell to
snorters as Pakistan pacers
made the flat ICC Academy
pitch look like the Road of
Bones.

India’s last hope — even if
feeble — was the presence of
Abhigyan Kundu, and a drop on
12 off Subhan hinted at a possi-
ble shifting of fortune.

But all such hopes were tram-
pled when Kundu’s upper cut
two balls later after his reprieve
found Nigab Shafiq at third
man. Earlier, Pakistan opener
Minhas struck a brilliant centu-
ry as Pakistan motored to a
humongous total.

Minhas, the younger brother
of Pakistan T20 player Arafat,
went after every Indian bowler
but was especially harsh on
new-ball bowlers Kishan Singh
and Deepesh Devendran.

Minhas brought up his centu-
ry off 71 balls with a four in the
29th over off Devendran. This
was Minhas' second hundred in
the competition having cracked
an unbeaten 177 against
Malaysia in the opening group
match. Minhas' six in the 28th
over, where he used his feet to
launch a Mhatre delivery high
up in the air to deep mid-wicket,
had class written all over it. The
19-year-old looked set for a dou-
ble century but he was tricked
by a slower delivery from
Devendran (3/83) to be caught at
mid-on.It was smooth sailing for
Pakistan after Hamza Zahoor
(18) departed early.

LALIGA: Mbappe equals Ronaldo
record as Madrid beat Sevilla 2-0

MADRID (TSIT): Kylian
Mbappe marked his 27th
birthday by equalling a
Real Madrid club record,
scoring his 59th goal of
the calendar year as the
Spanish giants beat
10-man Sevilla 2-0 on
Saturday in its final
match of 2025.

The France forward con-
verted a late penalty to seal
the win and match the tally
set by Cristiano Ronaldo in
2013, ensuring the mile-
stone did not slip away
after threatening to do so

for much of the contest.
Mbappe calmly dispatched
the spot kick with four min-
utes remaining after
Juanlu Sanchez fouled
Rodrygo inside the area.
celebrated with a
restrained version of
Ronaldo’s iconic leap-and-
thrust celebration before
blowing a kiss towards
the television cameras.
The former Paris Saint-
Germain striker has now
scored 29 goals this sea-
son for Madrid, including
a league-leading 18 in La

Liga. “It’s incredible, in
my first full year, to do
what Cristiano did,”
Mbappe said. “He’s my
idol and the best player in
the history of Real
Madrid. My celebration
was for him.”

Jude Bellingham had ear-
lier given Madrid the lead
with a header in the 38th
minute, while Sevilla’s task
was made harder when
defender Marcao was sent
off for a second booking with
20 minutes to play. Sevilla
coach Matias Almeyda was

also dismissed during the
interval after protesting to
officials.the numerical
advantage, Madrid were far
from comfortable. Sevilla
created several clear chanc-
es, particularly in the sec-
ond half, with veteran for-
ward Alexis Sanchez and
right-back Juanlu among
their standout performers.
Thibaut Courtois was
forced into a series of key
saves to deny Sanchez, Isaac
Romero and Alfonso
Gonzalez as the visitors
threatened an equaliser.

Adelaide, Dec 21 : Australia
spinner Nathan Lyon has been
ruled out of the remainder of
the third Ashes Test due to
hamstring injury. The injury
also puts him in doubt in the
remainder of the series.

ASHES:

Nathan Lyon ruled out of remainder of
Adelaide Test with hamstring injury

hamstring after diving to save
a ball at fine leg, but he came
up cautiously and signaled to
the dressing room almost after.

After a quick conversation
with Marnus Labuschagne,

Lyon, 38, grabbed his right

who gave him a pat on the
back, he left the field of play at
fine leg and limped to the
changing rooms. Before the
lunch break on the fifth day, he
was observed on crutches to
leave Adelaide Oval for an

T20 WC 2026: 'Dropping Gill and

injury scan.

He would no longer partici-
pate in the game, according to
a Cricket Australia representa-
tive. This is the not the first
time Lyon has suffered injury
like this. While chasing a ball
on the field at Lord's in the sec-
ond Test of the 2023 Ashes,
Lyon sustained a right calf
injury that ended the series for
him.

Lyon had taken five crucial
wickets during the third Test,
including three in the second
innings. There will be an
intriguing selection debate
regarding Australia's special-
ist spinner if Lyon is unable to
play in the fourth Test in
Melbourne.

Australia's No. 2 Test spin-
ner, left-arm spinner Matthew
Kuhnemann is on the team's
contract list and has travelled
to the West Indies. However, in
spin-friendly conditions
abroad, he serves as Lyon's
complementary second spin-
ner. In recent years, offspin
has outperformed Ileft-arm
orthodox in Australian condi-
tions. Due to injuries and
Australia's white-ball duty,
Kuhnemann has only partici-
pated in two Sheffield Shield
games this season, taking four
wickets at 36. Veteran off spin-
ner, Todd Murphy who has
played seven Test including
three Ashes is also in line to
replace Lyon.

Jitesh Sharma, | didn’t see it
coming', says Dinesh Karthik

New Delhi, Dec 20 : Former India
cricketer Dinesh Karthik was shocked
after the exclusion of India's Test and
ODI captain Shubman Gill from the
T20 World Cup 2026 and the New
Zealand T20I series. Along with Gill,
Karthik also expressed his disappoint-
ment at the removal of Jitesh Sharma
from the squad.

The squad was announced by BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia, captain
Suryakumar Yadav and chief selector
Ajit Agarkar on Saturday, and Axar
Patel was named as the vice-captain.
Ishan Kishan makes a remarkable
comeback after showcasing explosive
form while leading Jharkhand to vic-
tory in the recent Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy. Rinku Singh also returns to
the T20I squad after missing out on
the 3-1 series win in South Africa.

Karthik admitted surprise at
Shubman Gill’s exclusion and
expressed disappointment over Jitesh
Sharma missing out, terming both as
shocking omissions from the squad.

“The big news of the day: India World
Cup T20 squad is announced and guess
what? Shubman Gill, the current vice
captain of the T20 team, incumbent
opener has been dropped. Not just from
the XI but from the squad. They wanted
to bring in an extra opener and they
brought in Ishan Kishan and dropped
Jitesh Sharma as well. And instead of
Jitesh Sharma, it’s gonna be Rinku
Singh. That is huge news. Dropping
Shubman Gill and Jitesh Sharma. I
didn’t see it coming. Just tells you
there’s a little bit of clarity lacking.
They have backed Shubman Gill for so
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long and come the day they pick the
squad, they have let him go,” Karthik
said on Instagram.Karthik believes
India head into the upcoming T20 World
Cup with a formidable squad on paper,
built around match-winners across all
skillsets. Karthik said India possess the
best opener in Abhishek Sharma, the
best spinner in Varun Chakaravarthy,
the world’s premier allrounder in
Hardik Pandya and arguably the best
fast bowler ever in Jasprit Bumrah,
which ensures a strong playing XI
even before final combinations are
decided.However, he pointed out a
couple of potential vulnerabilities,
highlighting that for the first time
India will go into a T20 World Cup
without the experience of Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli, while also
flagging concerns over Suryakumar
Yadav’s recent form, though he backed
him to turn it into a strength once he
regains touch.
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Natural Star Nani unvells gripping mystical trailer of Aadi Shambhala

adi Saikumar’s
mystical thriller
Shambhala: A
Mystical World,
directed by Ugandhar Muni
and produced by Rajasekhar
Annabhimoju and Mahidhar
Reddy under the Shining
Pictures banner, is gearing
up for a grand theatrical
release on December 25th,
perfectly timed for
Christmas. With every pro-
motional asset- including
the teaser, trailer, and
songs- creating a strong
buzz, expectations around
the film have steadily
soared. Adding further
excitement, Natural Star
Nani today unveiled the
brand-new Aadi Shambhala
Mystical Trailer.
*After launching the
trailer, Nani said,*

“Congratulations to Team
Shambala. I just watched
the trailer, and this is exact-
ly the kind of film audiences
have been waiting for.
Choosing an English song
for this kind of genre was a
very great move. I've known
Aadi for a long time — he’s
a terrific actor and dancer. I
think Shambala is the film
that will take Aadi to star-
dom. Shambhala's success
should be father's success,
son's success, and entire
team's success. The trailer
looks very promising.”

The trailer opens on a
striking visual of a comet
crashing into Earth near a
deeply religious village,
resulting in a massive explo-
sion. From this extraordi-
nary impact emerges a mys-
terious stone said to possess

control over the five natural
elements. Enter a geo-scien-
tist, a firm non-believer in
divine forces, who arrives to
investigate the inexplicable

events unfolding in the vil-
lage. What follows is an
intriguing and intense clash
between science and
Shastra, faith and logic, set-

ting the stage for a gripping
narrative.This newly
released trailer is distinctly
different from the earlier
one, offering a fresh and
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immersive experience
through its storytelling and
presentation. Director
Ugandhar Muni showcases
impressive command over
the narrative, skillfully
blending devotional and
mystical elements while
maintaining suspense and
intrigue throughout.

Aadi Saikumar delivers

one of his finest performanc-

es to date. Sporting a strik-
ing makeover, the promis-
ing actor completely
immerses himself in the
role, bringing depth and
conviction to his character.
Archana Iyer plays the
female lead opposite Aadi,
while Swasika, Ravi Varma,
Madhunandan, and Siva
Karthik lend solid support
in key roles.Art director JK
Murthy deserves special

appreciation for authentical-
ly creating the mystical
world of Shambhala, while
cinematographer Praveen K
Bangari elevates the film
with stunning visuals.
However, it is Sricharan
Pakala’s powerful back-
ground score that truly
amplifies the narrative. His
unique and pulsating music
enhances the suspense, mak-
ing the trailer both gripping
and atmospheric. The film’s
production values are visi-
bly rich and robust, reflect-
ing the makers’ strong com-
mitment to quality.Overall,
the mystical trailer has sig-
nificantly raised the bar and
heightened anticipation,
positioning Shambhala: A
Mystical World as one of the
most intriguing releases of
the season.

Natural Star Nani unveils mystical
trailer of Aadi Shambhala

has unveiled the

gripping new

mystical trailer
of Aadi Shambhala, creat-
ing strong buzz among
movie lovers and fans.
The trailer offers a
glimpse into a visually
rich and spiritually
charged world, blending
mysticism, mythology,
and intense drama. With
striking visuals and a

atural Star Nani

powerful background
score, the promo hints at
a narrative rooted in
ancient beliefs and unex-
plored dimensions.

The trailer launch by
Nani has added to the
film’s visibility, with
audiences praising its
unique concept and atmo-
spheric presentation.
Aadi Shambhala appears
to promise an immersive
cinematic experience,

g 14

Rising star Meera Raaj hines n South (inema

eera Raaj is

fast emerging

as one of the

most promis-
ing new faces in South
Indian cinema, impress-
ing audiences with her
charm, screen presence,
and growing acting prow-
ess. Though she hails
from North India, she has
seamlessly adapted to the
South film industry, carv-
ing a distinct identity for
herself in Tollywood
through confidence, dedi-
cation, and hard work.
What sets Meera Raaj
apart is her commitment
to authenticity and
respect for language,
which she believes is the
soul of acting. This belief
has earned her wide-
spread appreciation, espe-
cially in her latest Telugu
film (Son Of), where she
surprised audiences by
dubbing for her role her-
self in Telugu. Her clear
pronunciation and natu-
ral dialogue delivery

received a strong positive
response and added to the
film’s buzz.Meera Raaj’s
career has gained further
momentum with her
upcoming pan-India proj-
ect Kanchana 4, where
she will share screen
space with Pooja Hegde,
Raghava Lawrence, and
Nora Fatehi. Calling the
film a defining opportu-
nity, she expressed grat-
itude to director
Raghava Lawrence for
trusting her with the
role and motivating her
to give her best.Adding
to her professionalism,
Meera Raaj is also
learning Tamil to make
her performances more
rooted and natural.

focusing on mystery,
faith, and inner transfor-
mation. The makers have
carefully revealed just
enough to spark curiosity
while keeping the core
storyline under wraps.
Early reactions on social
media suggest that the
trailer has successfully
connected with viewers,
who are intrigued by its
symbolism and tone.
The film is expected to
appeal to audiences
looking for content-driv-
en cinema with a mysti-
cal edge. With growing
anticipation following
the trailer release, Aadi
Shambhala is now keen-
ly awaited as one of the
upcoming films explor-
ing spiritual and mysti-
cal themes on a grand
scale.

MLA Naveen Yadav [aunches Apni Haddse title song

ubilee Hills MLLA Naveen Yadav
officially launched the melodious
title song video Apni Haddse at

Prasad Labs in Hyderabad. The
event was held in the presence of film
celebrities, political leaders, and members
of the film’s crew, adding glamour and sig-

nificance to the occasion.Speaking as the
chief guest, MLLA Naveen Yadav expressed
his happiness in encouraging young talent
and appreciated the effort of producing a
Hindi song and film project in the South.
He described it as a positive development
for the industry and extended his best
wishes to the team for the success of both
the movie and the music video.The music
video stars Mohammed Nazeer in the lead
role alongside Rifat Razur, whose on-
screen chemistry has emerged as a key
highlight. Renowned Bollywood playback
singer Abhay Jodhpurkar, known for pop-
ular songs like Priyathama from Majili,
has lent his soulful voice to the track,
enhancing its emotional appeal. The song
is backed by rich visuals and high produc-
tion values.Lead actor Mohammed Nazeer

thanked MLA Naveen Yadav and all the
guests for their support, stating that it was
a proud moment to have Abhay
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‘Champion’ promises powerful action
and deep human emotions: Roshan

wapna Cinemas’
upcoming action
drama
Champion has
generated strong buzz
with its striking pro-
motional content.
Starring Roshan and
Anaswara Rajan in the
lead roles, the film is
directed by Pradeep
Advaitham and pre-
sented by Zee Studios
in association with
Anandi Art Creations
and Concept Films.
With chartbuster songs
composed by Mickey J.
Meyer, Champion is
slated for a worldwide
theatrical release on
December 25.
Speaking at a press
conference, hero
Roshan expressed con-
fidence that the film’s
emotional core would
resonate strongly with
audiences. “The action
drama and war back-
drop in Champion will
be amazing. But more
than that, the human
emotions in the story
will connect with
everyone,” he said.
Roshan revealed that
the film is set in 1948,
during the period after

India’s Independence
and before
Hyderabad’s integra-
tion. Inspired by his-
torical events in the
Byron Pally region, the
film blends real inci-
dents with a fictional
character named
Michael. He added that
extensive research and
workshops were con-

ducted to authentically
portray the era, includ-
ing language, lifestyle,
and emotions.

The actor spoke about
dedicating three years
to the project, calling it
a conscious and neces-
sary phase of growth.
“Acting requires matu-
rity and understanding
of human emotions.

These three years
taught me a lot and
made me more patient
as an actor,” he said.
Roshan also highlight-
ed the intense action
sequences designed by
action director Peter,
admitting to sustaining
minor injuries during
filming.

Praising co-star
Anaswara Rajan,
Roshan said her expe-
rienced and layered
performance adds
depth to the narrative.
He also appreciated the
grand scale of the film,
noting that every char-
acter and even objects
like vehicles and props
carry narrative impor-
tance.Describing
Champion as a com-
plete cinematic experi-
ence, Roshan said the
village emotions,
action, drama, and
music come together
seamlessly. “After
watching this film,
people will feel the
three-year gap was
worth it,” he said, add-
ing that announce-
ments about his
upcoming projects will
be made soon

Samantha Ruth Prabhu to Siddhant Chaturvedi:
Wishes pour in as Tamannaah Bhatia turns 36
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Jodhpurkar sing for Apni Haddse. He
expressed confidence that the audience

would warmly receive the song.
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Eesha will be a new kind
of horror thriller: Bunny
Vaas, Vamsi Nandipati

roducers
Bunny Vaas
and Vamsi
Nandipati have
expressed strong confi-
dence in their upcom-
ing horror thriller
Eesha, stating that the
film will meet audience
expectations and offer
a fresh experience in
the genre. Backed by
Vamsi Nandipati
Entertainments and
Bunny Vaas Works,
Eesha is set for a theat-
rical release on
December 25. Starring
AKkhil Raj and Trigun
in lead roles, with
Hebah Patel as the
female lead, the film
also features Siri
Hanumanthu, Babloo,
and Prithviraj in key
roles. Produced by
Hem Venkateswara
Rao under HVR
Productions and pre-
sented by K. L.
Damodar Prasad, the
film is directed by

(.

Srinivas Manne. The
recently released trail-
er has received an
unexpectedly strong
and positive response.
Interacting with the
media, Bunny Vaas
said the project was
taken up purely due to
belief in its content and
not out of obligation.
Vamsi Nandipati
described Eesha as a
gripping horror-thriller
that hooks viewers
within the first ten
minutes, with a unique
and impactful final act.
The producers empha-
sized that Eesha is not
a routine horror film
and will appeal to all
sections of the audi-
ence, delivering a
strong message in the
climax. Confident
about the theatrical
experience, they
assured that the film
will not disappoint and
promised premiere
shows ahead of release.

With beauty, talent, and
discipline working in
her favour, she is
steadily moving toward
becoming a star hero-
ine, proving that dedica-
tion can truly bridge
cultural and linguistic
gaps in cinema.
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ollywood actress Tamannaah
Bhatia is celebrating her 36th
birthday on Sunday. In order to
mark her special day, several
members from the entertainment indus-

try used social media to pen lovely wish-

es for the 'Baahubali' actress. Taking to
the Stories section of her Instagram,
Samantha Ruth Prabhu wrote, "Happy
birthday to a woman who continues to

redefine herself at every stage. You
inspire through all that you do and in
the way you show up for everyone
around you. God bless (red heart emojis).
May this be your best year yet. @taman-
naahspeaks. (sic)" Rasha Thadani also
shared a photo with Tamannaah from
their Holi party on her Instagram
Stories and penned, “Happy birthday,
thanku for being my person.
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