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Cong marks
140th foundation
day in Delhi

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Pradesh Congress
Committee (DPCC) on
Sunday observed the 140
Foundation Day of the
Indian National
Congress(INC) at the
party’s Rajiv Bhawan
office. DPCC President
Devender Yadav hoisted
the party flag and joined
Seva Dal workers in
singing the national
song, ‘Vande Mataram’.
Earlier in the day, he
attended the main event
at the party’s national
headquarters, Indira
Bhawan, where
Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge
unfurled the flag in the
presence of CPP
Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi.Several
former MPs, ministers,
legislators, and party
functionaries were pres-
ent at the Delhi event.
Addressing attendees,
Yadav stated that reach-
ing out to people follow-
ing Congress ideology
was essential to provide
social justice, equality,
and rights to all sections
of society.

CM Rekha Gupta

6 months after inferno at Sigachi unit
killed 54, company CEO arrested

HYDERABAD (TSIT): Six
months after the devastat-
ingfire at Sigachi Industries
Limited's unit in
Telangana's Sangareddy
district claimed the lives of
54 workers, police have
arrested the company's
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer,
Amit Raj Sinha.

Police presented Sinha
before a magistrate, who
sent him to judicial custo-
dy. In a disclosure to BSE
Limited and National Stock
Exchange of India Limited,
the company informed that
Amit Raj Sinha was
remanded on Saturday in
connection with the ongo-
ing investigation relating to
the fire incident.

"The company has taken
all necessary measures to
ensure the continuity of its
operations and day-to-day
activities. In the interim,
Lija Stephen Chacko,
Deputy Group CEO, will
oversee the operations of
the company," it said.

On June 30, a huge fire
broke out following a major

Multiple Delhi hotspots record AQGI
above 400, Minimum temp at 6.3°C

NEW DELHI: Delhi woke up
to another day of hazard-
ous air on Sunday as pol-
lution levels surged
across the city, pushing
the Air Quality Index
(AQI) deep into the ‘very
poor’ category and trig-
gering fresh health con-
cerns for residents.
According to data from
the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB),
the city’s overall AQI
stood at 385. Several
hotspots recorded alarm-
ing pollution levels, with
Anand Vihar once again
emerging as one of the

worst-affected areas at
445. Wazirpur followed
closely at 437, while
Jahangirpuri and Narela
reported AQI levels of
433 and 435, respectively.
Bawana recorded
423, R K Puram 414,
Dwarka 401, and Rohini
around 429. Other
areas, such as Alipur
(385) and Aya Nagar
(344), also remained
heavily polluted.

A case of
culpable
homicide was
registered
against six
persons, all
from the
pharmaceutical
company, the
officer said.

explosion in the manufac-
turing plant of Sigachi
Industries, Pashamailaram
industrial area unit in
Sangareddy district, Kkilling
54 workers and injuring 33

others.While 46 bodies were
identified, eight missing
people were presumed dead.
The plant manufactures
Microcrystalline Cellulose
powder, which is used in
tablets and capsules as a
binding agent.BDL-Bhanur
Police had registered a case
against the company man-
agement. The police had
invoked Section 105 of the
BNS for culpable homicide
not amounting to murder - a
cognisable offence that car-
ries a punishment of not
less than five years and up
to life imprisonment, along
with a fine.Besides, the FIR
includes charges under

Section 110 (attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide) and
Section 117 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt).

However, no arrests were
made in the case. Hearing a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL), the Telangana High
Court had last month taken
serious note of the delay in
the probe to fix responsibil-
ity for the explosion inside
the factory.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh and
Justice G.M. Mohiuddin
had summoned the
Investigation Officer and
directed him to furnish all
documents connected to the
case, including the First
Information Report, case
diary and the report on the
progress of the investiga-
tion. In a counter-affidavit
filed by the state govern-
ment in August, the court
was told that Sigachi had
given a written undertak-
ing to pay Rs 1 crore to each
deceased worker's family,
though the timeframe for
disbursement remains
unspecified.

SC to hear CBI plea against bail to
Kuldeep Sengar in Unnao rape case

New Delhi, Dec 28 (TSIT) The Supreme
Court will hear on Monday (December
29) a petition filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) challeng-
ing the Delhi High Court’s order that
granted bail to former Uttar Pradesh
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar in the
Unnao rape case.A vacation bench,
comprising Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, Justices J.K. Maheshwari
and Augustine George Masih, will

hear the matter.

The CBI has approached the Supreme
Court through a Special Leave Petition
against the High Court’s decision to
suspend Sengar’s life sentence and
release him on bail while his appeal
against conviction is pending.

Earlier this week, the Delhi High
Court granted bail after holding that
the stricter provisions of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and Section 376(2) of the
Indian Penal Code were not applicable

in Sengar’s case.

The High Court reasoned that Sengar
could not be treated as a “public ser-
vant” under these provisions and, on
that basis, suspended his sentence.

The CBI has strongly objected to this
reasoning. It has argued that the High
Court’s order weakens the protection
provided to children under the POCSO
Act and is not legally sustainable, espe-

cially considering the seriousness of
the crime and established principles
governing suspension of life sentences.
According to the CBI, treating an MLA
as not being a “public servant” for the
purpose of POCSO defeats the very
objective of the law.The agency said
the Act is meant to give stronger pro-
tection to children and to treat abuse of
authority as an aggravating factor. A
narrow and technical interpretation, it

argued, undermines this purpose.

The investigating agency also sub-
mitted that POCSO is a welfare legisla-
tion and must be interpreted in a way
that strengthens, not limits, safeguards
for child victims. It added that long
time spent in jail cannot, by itself, be a
valid reason to suspend a life sentence
in cases involving heinous crimes such
as the rape of a minor.

Telangana govt selling industrial land worth Rs 5 lac cr: KTR

Hyderabad, Dec 28 (TSIT) :
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president K.T. Rama
Rao reiterated that the
Congress government in
Telangana is selling away
9,300 acres of industrial land
worth almost Rs 5 lakh crore.
“The Congress Govt in
Telangana is indulging in not
just sale of one chunk of indus-
trial land but 9,300 acres of
land worth almost 5 Lakh
crores,” Rama Rao posted on
‘X* while reacting to an X post
by Congress MP Karti P.
Chidambaram about Infosys

e

Puravankara for Rs 250 crore.

Chidambaran wrote that if
the land was given at a con-
cession for a specific purpose
and the land wasn't utilised
for that purpose, Infosys has
no right to sell it for a com-

KTR alleges Telangana
Congress government
is selling 9,300 acres of
industrial land worth
Rs.5 lac cr, calling it a
massive land scam.
I

Government of Karnataka,”
he posted.

Reacting to this, the BRS
leader reiterated his allega-
tion that the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana is selling
industrial land worth Rs 5

concession for a specific pur-
pose (employment genera-
tion) Our demand is also the
same. They have no right to
sell the land and make money
for their kith & kin,” wrote
KTR.

“Return the land to the Govt
and put it to effective use for
the benefit of people of
Hyderabad and Telangana We
need land for schools, hospi-
tals, housing for poor, parks,
bus stands and parking,”
added the former minister.

He claimed that the lands
that were once given by the

now being given to private
individuals.

The BRS leader alleged that
the government is giving
industrial lands to build
apartments, villas and com-
mercial complexes as it does
not want industries. KTR
claimed that while the market
price for these lands is Rs one
lakh per square yard, the gov-
ernment is handing them to
private individuals for just Rs
4,000. He urged the real estate
developers not to get cheated
with the "sale offer" by the
government and warned that

selling
Attibele

its prime land in
in Karnataka to

World looking at India with great
hope due to 'youth power': PM Modi

\

NEW DELHI (TSIT):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said
India's achievements in
the field of science, inno-
vations and the expan-
sion of technology have
greatly impressed coun-
tries across the globe and
the whole world is is
looking at the country
with great hope because
of its "youth power".

In his monthly 'Mann
Ki Baat' radio broadcast,
Modi also said that on
January 12, the 'National
Youth Day' will be cele-
brated on Swami
Vivekananda's birth
anniversary when a

'Young Leaders
Dialogue' will also be
organised.

"Today, the world is
looking at India with
great hope. The biggest
reason for hope in India
is our youth power. Our
achievements in the
field of science, new
innovations, and the
expansion of technology
have greatly impressed
countries around the
world," he noted. Modi
said the youth of India
always have a passion

for something new and
are equally aware. He
said many youth often
ask him how they can
further contribute to
nation-building and
share their ideas.

He said answer to
this curiosity of the
youth is the 'Viksit
Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue', whose first
edition was held last
year. "On the 12th of
next month, 'National
Youth Day' will be cele-
brated on the occasion
of SwamiVivekananda's
birth anniversary. A
'Young Leaders
Dialogue' will also be
held on this day, and I
will certainly partici-
pate in that. In this, our

In his monthly 'Mann Ki
Baat' radio broadcast,
Modi also said that on

January 12, the 'National

Youth Day' will be
celebrated on Swami
Vivekananda's birth
anniversary when a

"Young Leaders Dialogue'
will also be organised.

youth will share their
ideas on important top-
ics like innovation, fit-
ness, start ups, and
agriculture. I am very
eager about this pro-
gramme," he said.

The prime minister
said today the youth in
the country are getting
new opportunities to
showcase their talent
and many platforms are
being developed where
they can showcase their
talent as per their abili-
ties and interests. He
said one such platform
is 'Smart India
Hackathon', another
medium where ideas are
turned into action.

"The 'Smart India
Hackathon 2025' con-
cluded this month.

During this hackathon,
students worked on
more than 270 problems
of more than 80 govern-
ment departments.
Students offered solu-
tions which were related
to real life challenges
like traffic-related prob-
lems," he said.

Modi said over 13 lakh
students and over 6,000
institutes have partici-
pated in the 'Smart India
Hackathon' in the last
seven to eight years.

Youth have also pro-
vided accurate solutions
to hundreds of problems,
he said while urging the
youth to be a part of
these hackathons that
are organised from time
to time.

The prime minister
said the youth also put
forward their ideas on
solutions to challenges
like financial frauds,
digital arrests and sug-
gestions were extended
on Cyber Security
Framework for digital
banking in villages.
Many youth remained
engaged in solving the
challenges in the agri-
culture sector, he added.

mercial rate today.
the land & proceeds to the

“Return lakh

crore.“These
lands were given by Govt at a

prime

government to industries to
create jobs for people are

CM Naidu thanks PM Modi for
appreciating Narsapuram lace craft

Amaravati, Dec 28 (TSIT):
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Sunday thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for appreciating
Narsapuram lace craft.
The Chief Minister took
to 'X' to thank the Prime
Minister, who mentioned
Narsapuram lace craft in
his 'Mann Ki Baat' pro-
gramme on Sunday.
"Thank you for your
appreciation of the
Narsapuram lace craft,
Hon'ble Prime Minister
Modi Ji. Andhra Pradesh

is home to many tradition-
al arts that have been pre-
served by families and
communities over genera-
tions. One such beautiful
art form is crochet lace
making, which originated
in Narsapuram," posted
CM Naidu.

"I sincerely appreciate
the skill and dedication of
the women who have not

only preserved this art but
also taken it to the world. It
is heartening to see their
work flourish again and
receive the recognition it
truly deserves. We will
continue to cherish and
support this art and
empower the artisans asso-
ciated with it," he added.
CM Naidu responded to
a post by the Prime
Minister. "This effort in
Narasapuram has brought
back to life the local lace
craft and thus empowered
several people," reads the
post by the Prime Minister.

once BRS returns to power, it
would take back these lands.

Freight loading hits
new high as Indian
Railways strengthens
economic corridors

NEW DELHI: Indian Railways
recorded significant prog-
ress in infrastructure
expansion, passenger com-
fort, freight movement and
safety during 2025, laying a
strong foundation for fast-
er, safer and more modern
rail travel in 2026, accord-
ing to the Ministry of
Railways’ Year-End Review
released on Sunday.The
national transporter com-
missioned over 900 km of
new rail lines between
April and November 2025
and carried out large-scale
track renewals.

Congress not just a political party, but voice of
India’s soul: Rahul on partys foundatwn day

NEW DELHI (TSIT): On the
140th Foundation Day on
Sunday, Rahul Gandhi said the
Congress is not just a political
party, but the voice of India's
soul that has stood with every
weak, deprived and hardwork-
ing person.He attended the
140th Foundation Day function
at the Indira Bhawan head-
quarters of the party here.In a
post on X, he said, "The resolve
is to fight even more strongly
the battle for truth, courage,

and to protect the Constitution
against hatred, injustice, and
dictatorship."'Heartiest greet-
ings to every Congressman on
the Foundation Day of the
Indian National Congress
today. We pay homage to that
historic legacy and those great
sacrifices that won freedom for
India, laid the foundation of
the Constitution, and strength-
ened the values of democracy,
secularism, social justice, and
equality," he added.
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AP: Jana Sena support Dy CM’s proposal to name the
Polavaram Project after Potti Sriramulu : MLC Nagababu

Mangalgiri (Guntur dist, Andhra
Pradesh), Dec 28 (UNI) Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Council
Member and Jana Sena Party
General Secretary K. Nagababu
on Sunday said the party sup-
ports Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan’s proposal to name
the Polavaram irrigation project
after Amarajeevi Potti Sriramulu.

Addressing at a meeting held
on the occasion of joining of Arya
Vaishya community members
into Jana Sena Party under the
leadership of MLC Penugonda
Subbarayudu here, Nagababu
said Pawan Kalyan’s proposal
was a fitting tribute to Potti
Sriramulu, whose sacrifice led to
the formation of Andhra Pradesh.
Nagababu said that at a time
when Telugu-speaking people
faced discrimination, Potti
Sriramulu undertook a fast unto

death demanding a separate state
for Telugu people, playing a his-
toric role in the creation of
Andhra Pradesh.He described
Potti Sriramulu as a lasting
source of inspiration for future
generations.

Recalling his student days in
Nellore, Nagababu said a statue
of Potti Sriramulu stood in his
college campus and students paid
respects to it daily. As a student
of history, he said he closely stud-
ied the life and ideals of the free-
dom fighter.Nagababu further
said that after the formation of
the coalition government, Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan has
been focusing on strengthening
the Panchayat Raj system and
ensuring comprehensive village
development.He added that
breaking away from the practice
of naming government projects

after political leaders, Pawan
Kalyan ensured a drinking water
project supplying purified water
to the Godavari districts was
named after Potti Sriramulu to
keep his legacy alive.Speaking on
the occasion, Government Whip
in the Legislative Council Pidugu
Hariprasad said Jana Sena Party
President Pawan Kalyan was
among the few leaders who had
dedicated their lives entirely to
public service.

He said the party would con-
tinue to function strictly in accor-
dance with its core principles and
urged new members to uphold
them.The newly inducted mem-
bers took a pledge to work with
discipline and dedication in line
with Jana Sena Party’s ideology.

The programme was attended by
State Police Housing Corporation
Chairman Kalyanam Siva

Srinivas, Andhra Pradesh Medical
Services and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Chairman Chillapalli Srinivasa
Rao, Jana Sena NTR district presi-
dent Samineni Udayabhanu, and
others.The Polavaram Project is a
massive multi-purpose dam on the
Godavari River in Andhra
Pradesh, crucial for irrigation,
power, and drinking water, with a
key component being the
Polavaram-Vijayawada  Link
Canal, designed to transfer sur-
plus Godavari water via a link
canal (part of the National
Interlinking of Rivers plan) to the

Krishna River basin near
Vijayawada, stabilizing the
Krishna Delta and serving

Rayalaseema’s drought-prone
areas, with current efforts focus-
sing on completing its complex
canal system by 2027.
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Sonowal cautions BJP workers against
complacency, infighting ahead of 2026 Assam polls

GUWAHATI: Union Ship-
ping Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal on Saturday
asked BJP workers not
to become complacent
or indulge in infighting
ahead of the 2026 as-
sembly polls in Assam.
Speaking at the party’s
state executive meeting,
Sonowal said the par-
ty was confident about
returning to power for
a third term because of
the work done by the
“double-engine” gov-
ernment over the last 10
years.

“Regarding the 2026
assembly elections, we
head in from a position
of strength, but everyone
has to remain restrained
and disciplined. The
people are with us, but it
is important that there is
no infighting within our

own party,” he said.
Sonowal claimed BJP’s
political journey in As-
sam marked a clear de-
parture from “decades of
neglect and instability”
under Congress govern-
ments.

“For nearly 60 years,
Assam and the North-
east were denied peace,
development and digni-
ty. We were denied our
due until PM Modi not
only brought develop-
ment and growth in the
region, but also bridged
the emotional gap that
was perpetuated by de-
cades of misrule by the
Congress government,”
he claimed. Sonowal
claimed that peace and
stability returned only
after the BJP formed the
government in Assam in
2016, through dialogue,

decisive action and sign-
ing of multiple peace ac-
cords.

He claimed the PM’s
frequth, but everyone
has to remain restrained
and disciplined. The
people are with us, but it
is important that there is
no infighting within our
own party,” he said.
Sonowal claimed BJP’s
political journey in As-
sam markedent visits
and the regular presence
of Union ministers in
the region have replaced
what he described as a
“Lutyens Delhi-centric
elite” approach, with
governance that is close
to the people.

Sonowal said the BJP
workers must always
remember that “nation
comes first, the party
second and self last”.

Consensus eludes Thackeray cousins, Shiv
Sena-BJP over seat sharing for BMC polls

MUMBAI: Consensus on

and Sandeep Deshpande

parties, which are parts

Vande Mataram inspires national unity, vision
of Viksit Bharat Union Mlnlster Kishan Reddy

seat sharing for the Jan-
uary 15 Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) elections elud-
ed both the Thackeray
cousins and the BJP-Shiv
Sena camps, as leaders
from the respective par-
ties held hectic parleys on
Saturday.

The Shiv Sena (UBT),
led by Uddhav Thacker-
ay, and the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
under Raj Thackeray ha-
ven't yet declared their
lists of candidates for the
civic polls in the city.
Similarly, the BJP and
Shiv Sena, headed by
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, are yet to
share the details of their
nominees. BMC has 227
civic wards.

During the day, MNS
leaders Bala Nandga-
onkar, Nitin Sardesai

met Uddhav Thackeray
to iron out differences
over wards in the Mahim
assembly segment, which
covers areas like Dadar
and Prabhadevi where
both parties are influen-
tial.

Talking to reporters,
Nandgaonkar said some
seats had to be ex-
changed, for which he
met Uddhav. He said
there will be another
round of meetings with
him on Saturday night,
after which the seat-shar-
ing talks will reach the
final stage.
Nandgaonkar said MNS,
which has contested all
polls independently, is
new to seat-sharing talks.
Between the BJP and
the Shiv Sena, deadlocks
over seats persist, said a
Sena leader, adding that
talks between the two

of the ruling Mahayuti
coalition, are still under-
way for the civic bodies in
Mira Bhayander, Thane,
Navi Mumbai and Kalyan
Dombivli.

The case wasn’t much dif-
ferent with the NCP, led
by Deputy CM Ajit Pawar,
and Sharad Pawar’s NCP
(SP).

Talks between the two
parties over a possible al-
liance for Pune civic polls
appear to have hit a dead
end, with the NCP not
agreeing to the Sharad
Pawar-led party’s pro-
posal for contesting the
elections on their respec-
tive poll symbols.
Elections to 29 municipal
corporations in Maha-
rashtra, including Mum-
bai and Pune, will be held
on January 15. The last
date to file the nomina-
tions is December 30.

HYDERABAD: Union Minister for
Coal and Mines G Kishan Reddy
on Saturday said ‘Vande Mataram’
is not merely a song, but the em-
bodiment of sacrifice, patriotism
and national unity that infused life
into India’s freedom struggle.

He was speaking after inaugurat-
ing a special photo exhibition or-
ganised by the Central Bureau of
Communication (CBC) at Vivek
Vardhini  Educational Institu-
tions to commemorate 150 years
of Vande Mataram and convey
the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat through rare photographs,
an official release said.

Addressing the gathering at V V
College here, the Minister said the
slogan ‘Vande Mataram’ symbolis-
es the self-respect of Indians and
reflects their zeal and sacrifices
during the freedom movement.

He recalled that the song com-
posed nearly 150 years ago by the
great poet Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay, reflects the grandeur
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of Bharat Mata, its spiritual glory
and rich cultural heritage.

He noted that Vande Mataram
served as a unifying force against
the British policy of “divide and
rule,” fostering the idea of “Nation
First” by transcending divisions of
caste, religion and region.

Reflecting on history, Reddy said
the Vande Mataram movement
launched in 1938 in the then Hy-
derabad state was banned by the
Nizam’s government, and strict
action was taken against students
who sang Vande Mataram.

“Many students and intellectuals

made immense sacrifices during
that movement”, he said.

Reddy described Hyderabad'’s
history as a “source of pride”, re-
calling how various social and
national organisations united be-
yond political differences to wage
a collective struggle against Nizam
rule under the banner of Vande
Mataram.

Marking the 150th anniversary of
Vande Mataram, he called on all
citizens to participate actively in
nation-building and the creation
of a Viksit Bharat.

In her inaugural address, Shruti
Patil, Additional Director General
of CBC and PIB, highlighted the
enduring significance of Vande
Mataram and its crucial role in
shaping India’s national identity.
She noted that the spirit of these
words extends beyond history,
inspiring generations and foster-
ing a strong sense of patriotism
throughout the country, the re-
lease added.

Industry-friendly decisions give fresh momentum to
‘Ease of Doing Business’: CM Rekha Gupta

New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Sunday said the govern-
ment is taking consis-
tent, practical and indus-
try-friendly steps to
strengthen the city’s
‘Ease of Doing Business’
framework, with a clear
focus on boosting enter-
prise growth and expand-
ing employment opportu-
nities.

She said that within
the first ten months of
her government, several
key reforms have been
rolled out for the indus-
trial sector, aimed at
reducing regulatory hur-
dles and improving effi-
ciency. These include the
simplification of licens-
ing procedures and the
introduction of a single-
window clearance sys-
tem to ensure faster,
time-bound and more
transparent approvals
for businesses.

According to the Chief

Minister, the reforms are
designed to create a pre-
dictable and supportive
environment for indus-
tries, encourage fresh
investments and help
existing enterprises scale
up operations, while also
contributing to sustained
job creation across the
national capital.

Delhi Chief Minister
was addressing the cente-
nary celebrations of the
Friends Colony
Industrial Area, where
she extended heartfelt
congratulations to the

industry fraternity for
their journey marked by
struggle, hard work and
entrepreneurship. The
event was attended by
union Minister of State
Harsh Malhotra, Delhi

Cabinet Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
BJP MLAs along with
several representatives
of the industry.

Chief Minister
described the industrial
sector as the cornerstone
of India’s development,
stating that running an
industry is not merely

about establishing a busi-
ness but about driving
the nation’s economy for-
ward and providing live-
lihoods to lakhs of fami-
lies. She added that the
Delhi Government is
making sincere efforts to
promote and sustain
industry in the Capital.

To this end, she said,
continuous practical and
industry-friendly mea-
sures are being undertak-
en to further strengthen
the Ease of Doing
Business. Over the past
ten months, several key
decisions have been
implemented, including
simplification of licens-
ing procedures and
ensuring that industries
do not face unnecessary
hurdles from government
departments. All approv-
als have been stream-
lined through a single-
window system to make
processes more efficient
and transparent.

10.56 lakh names deleted as EC releases Assam’s
draft electoral rolls after Special Revision

GUWAHATI: The names of
10.56 lakh voters have been
deleted after the Special
Revision of electoral rolls
in Assam, where assembly
polls would be in less than six
months.

According to the integrated
draft rolls released by the
Election Commission on Sat-
urday, the state has a total of
2,51,09,754 voters, excluding
93,021 D-Voters or doubt-
ful voters. Additionally, the
names of 10,56,291 voters
have been deleted due to
death, shifting, or multiple
entries.

D-Voters are a category of
voters in Assam who have
been disenfranchised by the
government on account of
their alleged lack of prop-
er citizenship credentials.
D-Voters are determined by
special tribunals under the
Foreigners Act, 1946, and the
person declared as a D-Voter
is not given a voter card.

All related particulars, such
as name, age and photo-
graph, of D-Voters have been
carried forward to the draft

electoral
change.
The draft rolls were pub-
lished after house-to-house
verification of the Special Re-
vision was held from Novem-
ber 22 to December 20.

Now, voters will be able to
file claims and objections
till January 22, and the fi-
nal electoral rolls will be
published on February 10, a
statement said.

Of the 10.56 lakh, 4,78,992
names were deleted because
of deaths, 5,23,680 voters
were found to have moved
from their registered ad-
dresses, and 53,619 demo-

roll without any

graphically similar entries
were identified for correc-
tion, it said. The verification
was conducted in 61,03,103
households across the state, it
added. The exercise involved
35 District Election Officers
(DEOs), 126 Electoral Reg-
istration Officers (EROs),
1,260 AEROs, 29,656 Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) and
2,578 BLO Supervisors, the
statement said.

Political parties deployed
61,533 Booth Level Agents
(BLAS) to assist and monitor
the process, it said.

While the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls is underway in 12 states
and Union Territories, in-
cluding Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, where
elections would be due along
with Assam, a Special Revi-
sion was ordered by the EC in
the northeastern state.

Chief Election Commission-
er Gyanesh Kumar had said,
“Under the Citizenship Act,
there are separate provisions
for citizenship in Assam. Un-
der the supervision of the Su-
preme Court, the exercise of
checking citizenship is about
to be completed.”

According to officials, the
Special  Revision stands
somewhere between the
annual special summary
revision and the SIR. The
statement said the Special
Revision is aimed at prepar-
ing an error-free electoral roll
by facilitating enrolment of
eligible un-enrolled electors,
correction of clerical errors
in name, age and address,
removing names of deceased
persons, shifting electors,
and identifying and deleting
multiple entries.

HC upholds man’s conviction for stepdaughter’s rape,
says victim turning hostile can’t dismiss case

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court has upheld the
20-year jail term of a man
for raping his minor step-
daughter, observing that
guilt under the POCSO
Act cannot be dismissed
merely because the victim
turned hostile, particularly
when scientific evidence
was available.

The high court said it con-
sidered it apposite to take
notice of the plight of such
victims, who are defence-
less against pressure from
their family members and
are susceptible to influ-
ence.

Nothing can justify a child
being faced with the bur-
den of shielding their per-
petrator, it said.

It noted that the victim
may have retracted from
her testimony due to fear
of losing shelter, finan-
cial stability and the de-
sire to preserve the family
unit, especially when the
accused is a caregiver or

breadwinner.

“A child who is confront-
ed with the prospect of
condemning someone
who provides her shelter
and financial stability is
undoubtedly faced with a
grave conflict.

“The child’s instinct for
survival coupled with the
fear of ostracisation and
the desire to preserve the
family unit may compel the
victim to retract from the
truth. In the present case
as well, the subsequent
hostility of the victim can
be traced from her state-
ment under Section 164
of the CrPC itself,” Justice
Amit Mahajan said.

The court dismissed the
man’s appeal challenging
his conviction and 20-year
jail term under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act.
The victim girl, who was
less than 12-year-old at
the time of the incident in
March 2016, alleged that

she was sexually assault-
ed by her stepfather while
she was sleeping at mid-
night. Later she informed
her mother about the inci-
dent and a complaint was
lodged.

However, during the trial,
the victim, her mother and
sister retracted their state-
ments.

The man claimed that the
sole eyewitness to the al-
leged incident, that is, the
victim herself has not sup-
ported the prosecution’s
case.

The high court, howev-
er, said that vival coupled
with the fear of ostra-
cisation and the desire to
preserve the family unit
may compel the victim to
retract from the truth. In
the present case as well,
the subsequent hostility
of the victim can be traced
from her statement under
Section 164 of the CrPC
itself,” Justice Amit Maha-
jan said.

The court dismissed the
man’s appeal challenging
his conviction and 20-year
jail term under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act.
The victim girl, who was
less than 12-year-old at
the time of the incident
in March 2016the subse-
quent hostility of a child
victim cannot be viewed
in isolation, particularly in
cases involving scientific
evidence.

It said the presumption of
the accused’s guilt under
the POCSO Act cannot be
brushed off lightly, merely
because the victim or other
witnesses turned hostile.

It observed that the legis-
lature has specifically obli-
gated the Special Juvenile
Police Unit or local police
to refer children, who are
victims of such offences, to
shelter homes and to make
immediate arrangements
for them under the POCSO
Act.

Suvendu Adhikari accuses Bengal police of arresting
BJP worker in Nandigram without reason

KOLKATA: Leader of the
opposition of West Ben-
gal Assembly and BJP
MLA Suvendu Adhikari
on Saturday alleged that
police in Nandigram
wrongly arrested a par-
ty worker from his resi-
dence over vandalism of
a Trinamool Congress
campaign autorickshaw.
He also accused police
of committing atrocities
on the worker’s wife and
child when they could
not locate him at home.
A BJP worker was arrest-
ed on Friday on charges
of tearing TMC flex ban-
ners and vandalising a
tableau mounted on the
three-wheeler at Bheku-
tia village under Nandi-
gram Block No. 1.

The Trinamool alleged
that BJP workers van-
dalised the vehicle and
damaged the flex listing
the ‘Unnayaner panchali’
(development schemes)
of the party.

Following this, Trina-
mool workers lodged a
complaint at Nandigram
police station.

Within 24 hours of the
complaint, the brother
of BJP mandal president
of Bhekutia Gouranga
Dhara was arrested on
charges of vandalism.
Adhikari reached the po-
lice station on Saturday
morning and accused
police of wrongly confin-
ing the BJP worker.
“You will have to face
the consequences of
what you are doing. Wait
for a few months when
Mamata Banerjee is re-
moved from power,” he
was allegedly heard tell-
ing the police station in-
charge.

Adhikari claimed that
the BJP worker had been
arrested in a false case as
the flex banner was torn
after the autorickshaw
accidentally fell into a
ditch.

Questioning police ac-
tion, he asked, “Why was
he picked up from his
house by policemen in
plainclothes?”

Adhikari later posted on
X “Shame on Mamata
Police.”

“Today, under direct
orders from IC Nandi-
gram police station, uni-
formed goons of Mamata
Banerjee, disguised in
civil clothes, stormed the
home of a BJP karyakar-
ta in Jelepara village.
This person, belonging
to the SC community,
has done nothing wrong
other than being a dedi-
cated BJP worker. When
they couldn’t find him,
these cowards turned
their rage on his helpless
wife and young child,”
Adhikari claimed.

The BJP leader said the
alleged incident was be-
ing used to intimidate
opposition workers.
“Beating up SC women

and children in broad
daylight? Mamata Ba-
nerjee is targeting the
marginalised to shield
her crumbling political
empire,” he alleged.

“Remember that this is
Nandigram, it has over-
thrown the Left Front
government, it has de-
feated you in 2021, now
it will make you a politi-
cal outcast,” he said.

Responding to the
charges, Trinamool’s
Purba Medinipur dis-

trict president Sujit Roy
said, “BJP workers carry
out vandalism, and po-
lice are then expected to
do nothing just because
they belong to the BJP?
When a Trinamool work-
er was arrested at Bha-
wanipur police station
in Kolkata in the past, no
Trinamool leader went
there to stage a protest.
When Bengalis are being
attacked outside Bengal,
the BJP remains silent.”
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Public Service Brings Lasting
Recognition MEPA Founder President
Puli Devender Mudhiraj

Hanamkonda: Elected
representatives  who
serve the people with
sincerity and dedication
will be remembered for
a long time, , Founder
State President of the
(MEPA), called upon
newly elected public rep-
resentatives to work
selflessly for grassroots
development.

He was addressing a
felicitation programme
organised by MEPA at
Velocity Junior College,

Hanumakonda, on
Sunday, where newly
elected Sarpanches,

Deputy Sarpanches, and
Ward Members belong-
ing to the Mudiraj com-
munity were honoured.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Puli Devender
Mudhiraj said that
MEPA, guided by the
slogan “Mem Entho -
Maak Antha”, has con-
sistently encouraged
community participa-
tion in governance. As a
result, hundreds of
Mudiraj youth have
been elected as public
representatives across
united districts and the

state of Telangana. He
emphasised that having
representatives from the
community in decision-
making positions makes
it easier to secure right-
ful opportunities and
welfare benefits.

He particularly urged
women representatives
to lead village develop-
ment with the same dedi-
cation and efficiency
with which they manage
their households, stating
that women Sarpanches,
Deputy Sarpanches, and
Ward Members have a
vital role in shaping pro-
gressive and inclusive
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villages.Earlier, the
newly elected represen-
tatives shared their elec-
tion experiences and
expressed their commit-
ment to beginning their
public service journey as
Sarpanches, Deputy
Sarpanches, and Ward
Members, with the goal
of growing further in
public life. They assured
that they would work
tirelessly to ensure effec-

Advisor advised the new
representatives to win
public trust through per-
formance rather than
inducements. MEPA
State Vice-President and
Velocity Junior College
Founder stressed the
need for representatives
to prioritise education
and youth development
in their respective vil-
lages.Around 100
Mudhiraj public repre-

tive implementation of
government
schemes for the benefit
of their
Addressing the gather-
ing,

welfare
villages.

MEPA Honorary

sentatives,
Sarpanches,
Sarpanches, and Ward
Members, were felicitat-
ed during
gramme.

including
Deputy

the pro-

First Aid Centre inaugurated at
Seventh mile for pedestrian pilgrims

Tirumala: Keeping in
view the health safety of
Pedestrian pilgrims, TTD
inaugurated a First Aid
Centre set up at the
Seventh Mile along the
Alipiri footpath route on
Sunday. The centre was
inaugurated by TTD
Chairman Sri B. R.
Naidu, along  with
Executive Officer Sri
Anil Kumar Singhal and
Additional Executive
Officer Sri Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary.

Speaking to the media
on the occasion, the
Chairman said that the
First Aid Centre was
established at the
Seventh Mile for the con-
venience of footpath pil-
grims.

He stated that arrange-
ments have been made so
that pilgrims can avail
medical services at the
centre during emergen-
cies. He also informed
that a First Aid Centre
has already been set up
on the Srivari Mettu foot-
path as well. Addressing
the gathering, Additional
EO said that as part of
expanding medical facili-
ties in Tirumala, the
First Aid Centre with

modern amenities has
been established along
the Alipiri footpath route,
which will be highly ben-
eficial to pilgrims.

He noted that every day
around 20,000 to 30,000
pilgrims walk via this
route. In case of any
health issues, pilgrims
can receive medical assis-
tance at this centre.

He further mentioned

HEAVY RUSH IN SRISAILAM

that since the First Aid
Centre is located adjacent
to the down ghat road,
vehicle users can also
easily access medical ser-
vices.

Pilgrims are sought to
make use of the medical
services available at the
centre and also share
their suggestions and
feedback regarding the
facilities. TTD Board

AP: Rushikonda structures are tourism assets: TDP Chief

Visakhapatnam, Dec 28
(UNI) Amid the continuing
debate over the future use
of the palace complex at
Rushikonda, Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) State president
Palla Srinivasa Rao on
Sunday made a strong case
for retaining the structure
as a tourism-oriented asset,

arguing that both its legal
character and economic
logic clearly warranted
such an approach.Recalling
the circumstances under
which the project was con-
ceived, Mr. Srinivasa Rao
pointed out that the land
had, from the outset,
belonged to the Tourism

Department and that it was
explicitly stated at the time
of construction that the
building was coming up on
tourism land. In that con-
text, he said, it would be
most appropriate for the
structure to continue as a
tourism project rather than
be diverted to other uses.

Members Sri Jyothula
Nehru, TTD Chief
Medical Officer Dr. B.
Kusuma Kumari, Senior
Medical Officer Dr. S.
Kusuma Kumari, VGO
Sri Ram Kumar, Ashwini
Hospital Medical
Superintendent Dr.
Venkata Subba Reddy,
along with other officials
and staff, were present at
the programme.

Al technology used
first time for pilgrim
safety and crowd
management:

TTD AddI EO

Tirumala, Dec 28 (UNI)
TTD Additional Executive
Officer Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary on Sunday stat-
ed that everyone should
work with dedication as a
team to ensure that the
pilgrims visiting the
Tirumala Srivari Temple
from December 30 to
January 08 for the presti-
gious Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan, experience a
truly divine and fulfilling
darshan of the Sri
Venkateshwara.
Chowdary stated that
state-of-the-art AI technol-
ogy is used for the first
time in view of pilgrim
safety and crowd manage-
ment.Through this tech-
nology, real-time monitor-
ing of pilgrims and vehi-
cle movement is being
carried out. IT experts
from TTD, Police, and
Vigilance departments
are working in coordina-
tion to continuously
update pilgrim-related
information.

Amaravati: SRM
University-AP  hosted
the opening day of the
50th AllIndia Sociological
Conference (AISC 2025),
drawing around 1,800
sociologists, scholars,
and students from across
India and abroad. The
conference is being held
on the theme “Mobilities
and Inequalities: Shifting
Contexts; Changing
Paradigms,” exploring
how sociological perspec-
tives are evolving in the
contemporary world
order.

The inaugural session
witnessed the participa-
tion of eminent sociolo-
gists and anthropolo-
gists, including Dr R K
Jain, former Professor at
Jawaharlal Nehru
University and keynote
speaker; Dr Maitrayee
Chaudhari, President of
the Indian Sociological
Society; Dr Swetha
Prasad, Secretary of the
Society; Dr Sujata Patel,
retired Professor from
the University of
Hyderabad; Prof. Satish
Deshpande of the
University of Delhi; Prof.
Irudaya Rajan, Chairman
of the International
Institute of Migration

L SR

and Development and
Guest Faculty at SRM
University—AP; and Prof.
Anand Kumar, retired
Professor at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, among
others.

In his keynote address,
Dr R K Jain spoke on
migration from a nation-
al and global perspective,
highlighting the complex
intersections of mobility
and inequality. He
emphasised the need to
view these issues through
the lens of South Asian
diasporic  migration,
with a special focus on
the mid-twentieth-centu-
ry Indian diaspora,
which he said was shaped
more by political, cultur-

Shadnagar—Chevella to Be Focal
Point in Proposed Future City Police
Commissionerate

RANGAREDDY: In a signifi-
cant development, the
Telangana Police
Department is considering
the formation of a new
Future City Police
Commissionerate by com-
bining Shadnagar and
Chevella, in view of rapid
urban growth and future
administrative needs. The
proposal is part of a broader
restructuring exercise fol-
lowing the GHMC reorgan-
isation.

As part of the changes, the
three existing police com-
missionerates, Hyderabad,
Cyberabad and Rachakonda,
have been reorganised into
12 zones. Hyderabad
Commissionerate will have
six zones, while Cyberabad
and Rachakonda will have

three zones each.
Shamshabad and
Rajendranagar zones,
including Shamshabad

Airport, will now fall under
the Hyderabad Police
Commissionerate.

The Cyberabad
Commissionerate has wit-
nessed major changes, with
the Serilingampally Zone
extended from Moinabad to
Patancheru. Madhapur has
been included under the
Kukatpally Zone, while
Quthbullapur will function
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as a separate zone. In the
Rachakonda
Commissionerate, LB
Nagar, Malkajgiri and Uppal
will continue as the three
zones.

Amid these developments,
the proposed Shadnagar-
Chevella Future City Police
Commissionerate is seen as
a key administrative move
to strengthen policing in
emerging growth corridors.

It may be noted that
Shadnagar was earlier part
of the Mahabubnagar dis-
trict and was later brought
under the Rangareddy dis-
trict following district reor-
ganisation. While the
Shadnagar Assembly con-
stituency falls under
Rangareddy district, the
Shadnagar Parliamentary
constituency continues to be
part of the Mahabubnagar
Lok Sabha segment, high-
lighting the region’s long-
standing administrative and
jurisdictional significance.
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SRM AP hosts 50th All India Sociological
Conference on mobilities and inequalities

@

al, and psychological fac-
tors than by economic
marginalisation.
Referring to the H-1B
visa system, he noted
how contemporary
migration reflects narra-
tives of race, class, and
culture, underlining
migration’s continued
relevance in understand-
ing social inequality.
Prof. Vishnupad, Dean
of the Easwari School of
Liberal Arts, highlighted
the importance of the
conference theme and
provided an overview of
the university and the
school’s academic contri-
butions. He observed that
the interaction between
social and technological

forces is reshaping socio-
logical understanding,
making adaptation to
these changes essential.

Vice Chancellor Prof.
Ch Satish Kumar, in his
opening address,
remarked that socialisa-
tion is increasingly
transforming into
e-socialisation, redefin-
ing individual identities
and altering traditional
value systems. He said
the conference would
help scholars understand
and balance these emerg-
ing generational perspec-
tives.

The inaugural day also
featured the release of
three publications,
including a special issue
of the Sociological
Bulletin. Dr Achala Gupta
of the University of
Southampton was con-
ferred the prestigious M
N Srinivas Memorial
Award. The programme
included parallel research
committee sessions, a ple-
nary session, and a memo-
rial session in honour of
R K Mukherjee, and con-
cluded with a cultural
gala night followed by the
Chancellor’s Dinner
hosted by SRM
University-AP.

Sarpanches Urged to Compete in Delivering
Good Governance: Minister Sridhar Babu

RANGAREDDY State
Minister Duddilla Sridhar
Babu on Sunday called
upon newly elected sar-
panches to compete with
one another in delivering
good governance and
development in their vil-
lages. He was speaking at a
felicitation programme
organised for newly elect-
ed sarpanches at
Shamshabad in
Rangareddy district.

The programme was
held under the leadership
of Shadnagar MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar, dur-

ing which sarpanches
from the constituency
were felicitated.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Sridhar Babu
said sarpanches should
move forward without
compromising on develop-
ment, stating that sincere
efforts would earn them a
good name among the pub-
lic. He assured that the
State Government is com-
mitted to village develop-

ment and is working with
determination to address
rural issues. The Minister

said Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy is taking
necessary steps to resolve
problems at the village
level and advised sar-
panches and deputy sar-
panches to make proper
use of government initia-
tives.

He also urged the repre-
sentatives to take the wel-
fare and development pro-
grammes of the Congress
government to the people.
Addressing the gathering,
Shadnagar MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar said
sarpanches play a crucial
role in strengthening
grassroots governance and
transforming  villages
through dedicated service.
He called upon the newly
elected representatives to
work in coordination with
the government to ensure
all welfare and develop-
ment schemes reach the
people effectively.

Additional EO Issues guidelines to deputed TTD Employees
and Police for Vaikuntha Dwara Darshan Duties

Tirumala, 28
December 2025: | &
The Additional |
Executive Officer
of TTD Sri Ch.
Venkaiah
Chowdary, stated
that everyone
should work with
dedication as a /W
team to ensure
that the pilgrims
visiting the
Tirumala Srivari
Temple from
December 30 to
January 08 for the
prestigious
Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan experi-
ence a truly divine and
fulfilling darshan of the
Sri Venkateshwara.

He was addressing TTD
employees and police per-
sonnel who are deputed
for Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan duties at an ori-
entation meeting held on
Sunday evening at the
Asthana Mandapam in
Tirumala.Speaking on
the occasion, he said that

this year certain proce-
dural changes have been
introduced in the allot-

ment of tokens for
Vaikuntha Dwara
Darshan.

He instructed the staff
deployed for darshan
duties to thoroughly
understand the system,
work in close coordina-
tion, and perform their
responsibilities  with

round-the-clock alertness
to ensure that pilgrims do
not face any inconve-
nience.He further stated
that state-of-the-art Al
technology is used for the
first time in view of pil-
grim safety and crowd
management.

Through this technol-
ogy, real-time monitor-
ing of pilgrims and
vehicle movement is

being carried out.
IT experts from
TTD, Police, and
Vigilance depart-
ments are working
in coordination to
continuously update
pilgrim-related
information, which
will be displayed at
the Integrated AI
Command Control
Centre located at
Vaikuntham Queue
Complex-1, he main-
tained.

He emphasized that
everyone should
strive to build a risk-
free and hassle-free
system for the benefit of
pilgrims visiting
Tirumala in the future.

The meeting was
attended by TTD JEO Sri
Veerabrahmam, CVSO
Sri Murali Krishna,
Tirupati District SP Sri
Subbarayudu, DFO Sri
Phanikumar Naidu and
other senior TTD offi-
cials, police officers, and
staff.
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EDITORIAL

Manufactured
Traditions

In the landscape of modern Indian socio-politics, if there is such a word, December 25
has become a date of peculiar botanical urgency. Suddenly, the air is thick with the
smell of incense and the aggressive rustle of holy basil. We are told, via high-resolution
WhatsApp forwards and saffron-tinted infographics, that it is "Tulsi Pujan Diwas". To
the uninitiated, it looks like a quaint revival of Vedic piety. To anyone with a history
book and a functioning memory, however, it is a masterclass in the "invention of tradi-
tion" - a duplicitous branding exercise designed to turn a plant of peace into a picket
line of cultural intolerance. Let us be clear: the Tulsi plant is, and has always been, a
cornerstone of the Hindu household. For centuries, it has sat in the Vrindavan of the
courtyard, a biological deity representing Lakshmi's grace and the medicinal wisdom of
Ayurveda. We have Tulsi Vivah, an ancient, structurally complex festival tied to the
lunar cycle of the Hindu calendar. But "Tulsi Pujan Diwas", fixed stubbornly to the
Gregorian calendar date of December 25 (a most unVedic practice), is not an ancient
ritual. It is a 2014 startup. It has the same historical depth as a seasonal discount sale.

Colonising The Calendar

The manufacture of this "Diwas" is a classic example of what historian Eric
Hobsbawm called "Invented Tradition". These are practices that appear old but are
actually quite new, designed to instil certain values through repetition and a false
sense of continuity with a "glorious past". By pinning Tulsi worship to Christmas
Day, the architects of this movement aren't trying to honour the plant or our cul-
ture; they are trying to colonise the calendar.

The logic is transparently reactive. It stems from a profound cultural insecurity that
views the celebration of Christmas - or even the mere acknowledgment of it - as a
zero-sum game. If a neighbour puts up a star, one must counter with a shrub. If they
sing a carol, we must chant a shloka, not out of devotion, but out of a desperate
need to "reclaim” a space that was never actually lost. It is "spirituality” as a contact
sport, kabbadi with chanting rather than panting. The duplicity lies in the justifica-
tion. Proponents argue that they are protecting "Indian values" from the "onslaught
of Westernisation". This creates a false binary: you are either a "Sattvic" Tulsi-wor-
shipper or a "corrupted” consumer of cake and tinsel. By framing a modern creation
as an ancient necessity, they provide a theological shield for contemporary xenopho-
bia. It allows the practitioner to say, "I am not being intolerant of your holiday; I am
simply being observant of my own (one-decade-old) tradition."

A Trojan Horse For Intolerance

This is how "manufactured tradition" serves as a Trojan Horse for intolerance. It
rewrites history to suggest that Indian culture is a fragile thing that can only survive if
it is constantly positioned against an imagined enemy. It replaces the expansive, plu-
ralistic heart of Hinduism - which historically had no trouble assimilating various
influences - with a brittle, reactionary mimicry. Furthermore, there is a profound
irony in using the Tulsi plant for this purpose. In the Puranas, Tulsi is a symbol of
bhakti (devotion), a quality that is internal, quiet, and deeply personal. To turn her
into a tool for a "Cultural Cold War" is a form of spiritual malpractice. When worship
is motivated by the desire to "cancel out" another person's joy, it ceases to be prayer
and becomes a political weapon of intolerance. We see this pattern everywhere: the
sudden "discovery" of ancient reasons to do modern, exclusionary things. Whether it
is the rebranding of Valentine's Day as "Parents' Worship Day" (why not Kamadeva
Diwas, I ask you?) or the fixating of festivals onto specific Western holidays, the goal is
the same: to create a psychological ghetto where the "Other" is always an intruder.

Let Tulsi Be Sacred

By pretending that "Tulsi Pujan Diwas" has always existed in this specific, reac-
tionary form, its promoters are gaslighting the public. They are erasing the genuine,
organic history of Indian festivals, which are diverse, regional, and tied to the earth's
own rhythms, and replacing them with a standardised, "Vedic-flavoured" version of
modern "cultural nationalism".
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HONOURING THE PUNJAB BOY,
SHARVAN SINGH, IS HONOURING THE
MANKIND, VELOUR AND PATRIOTISM

Jag Mohan Thaken

History repeats itself; but a few are
fortunate to get the recognition. The
spiritual world, especially the Sikh
world, is proud of the act of kind-
ness, humility and service to
mankind exemplified by Bhai
Kanhaiya Ji, who is widely known for
his water seva during Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Maharaj Ji's time in
the battlefield. Once again in the
History, a 10-year-old Sikh boy,
Sharvan Singh, resident of a village
hardly 2 kilometres from India-
Pakistan border in Punjab’s
Ferozepur District, has earned
national recognition for his act of
compassion, exceptional courage
and sense of patriotism by serving
‘Milk-Lassi and Water’ to the
Military Persons deployed near his
village during operation Sindoor.
Akal Takht’s former Jathedar, Giani
Harpreet Singh in a tweet on 26th
December, 2025, said, “Even on the
battlefield, the spirit of selfless serv-
ice and fearless courage, as exempli-
fied by Bhai Kanhaiya Ji and Sikh
history, has always continued to
inspire our younger generations.
During the war-like situation with
Pakistan, 10-year-old Sharvan Singh
from Firozpur, Punjab, displayed
remarkable selfless service by pro-
viding tea, water, and ice to our sol-
diers. In recognition of this noble act,
he has been honoured with the
‘National Child Award’ by the
Honourable President of India, Mrs.
Droupadi Murmu. I commend
Sharvan Singh and, while appreciat-
ing his spirit of service, courage, and
humanity, appeal to the people of
Punjab to connect their children
with the teachings of Sikh history—
values of service, compassion, and
bravery” While presenting the
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar to Sharvan Singh and other
children for their exceptional
achievements in the fields of Bravery,
Social Service, Environment, Sports,
Art & Culture and Science &
Technology at a ceremony held in
New Delhi on December 26, 2025,
on the occasion of ‘Veer Baal Diwas,
the President of India, Smt Droupadi
Murmu, said that about 320 years
ago, Guru Gobind Singh Ji—the
tenth Guru of the Sikh faith and

revered by all Indians—and his four
sons made supreme sacrifices while
fighting in support of truth and jus-
tice. She said that the bravery of the
two youngest Sahibzadas, is hon-
oured and respected both in India
and abroad. She remembered with
reverence the great child heroes who
laid down their lives with pride for
truth and justice. Terror of Mughal
Rulers was on such a dreadful, scary,
spooky and fearsome pitch that after
the martyrdom of the younger
Sahibzadas and Mata Ji, when no
one dared to perform their last rites
due to fear of the tyrannical govern-
ment, Diwan Todar Mal Ji bought
land by laying gold ashrafis and cre-
mated the holy bodies of the
Sahibzadas and Mata Ji. In this way,
Diwan Todar Mal Ji became the hero
of Saka Sirhind, due to this unique
act, his name was recorded among
the respected personalities of the
Sikh Panth. Still the people bow to
the good-hearted personality of
Diwan Todar Mal Ji, who had
immense devotion towards the
Guru Ghar. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Sikhism is the religion
which always keeps humanity as its
serving motto. It had not only given
the religious Gurus, who preached
equality without any discrimination
of caste and creed, service to human-
ity, compassion and a deep sense of
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spirituality, but also gave the brave
heroes, who martyred their lives for
protection of religious freedom and
the rights of the oppressed. History
can never forget the unparalleled,
supreme and extraordinary sacrifice
of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Guru Teg
Bahadur Ji, Mata Gujri Ji and the
younger Sahibzadas -- Baba Zorawar
Singh Ji and Baba Fateh Singh Ji. The
brave heroes like Sardar Bhagat
Singh, Sardar Udham Singh and
others, who fought against the tyran-
ny of the English rulers for the sake
of the country, are and will also
remain the lighthouse for the present
and coming generations. Bravery,
humanity, kindness and fearless
actions are the main elements in
Sikhism. Presently also these ele-
ments can be noticed even in the
children of the sect.

The story of Ten-year-old Shravan
Singh, amidst the risks associated
with war during Operation Sindoor,
who regularly delivered water, milk,
and lassi to the Indian soldiers sta-
tioned at the border near his home,
reflects the ‘Bravery, Humanity,
Kindness and Fearless actions.
President Murmu said that the great-
ness of a country is certain when its
children are filled with patriotism
and high ideals. Ten-year-old
Shravan Singh, amidst the risks asso-
ciated with war during Operation

Sindoor, regularly delivered water,
milk, and lassi to the Indian soldiers
stationed at the border near his
home. Smt. Murmu was happy to
note that the children have show-
cased their exceptional talent in var-
ious fields such as bravery, art and
culture, environment, innovation,
science and technology, social serv-
ice, and sports. She said that it is
because of talented children such as
the seven-year-old Vaka Lakshmi
Pragnika that India is considered a
chess powerhouse on the world
stage. Ajay Raj and Mohammed
Sidan P, who saved the lives of others
with their bravery and intelligence,
deserve all the praise they receive.
Nine-year-old daughter Vyoma
Priya and eleven-year-old brave son
Kamlesh Kumar lost their lives while
saving the lives of others with their
courage. Whereas, the differently-
abled daughter Shivani Hosuru
Uppara has achieved extraordinary
accomplishments in the world of
sports, overcoming economic and
physical  limitations. ~ Vaibhav
Suryavanshi has made a name for
himself in the highly competitive
and talent-filled world of cricket and
has set many records. She expressed
confidence that brave and talented
children like them will continue to
do good work and make India's

future bright.

Congress Meltdown: In Digvijaya Singh's

Faith vs. Breath: Pigeons, Laws,
and Our Collective Irresponsibility

'RSS' Post, A Reckoning For Rahul

"Multiple Chanakyas are
advising the prince. The trou-
ble s, there is only one prince.
A problem that Machiavelli
and Kautilya never faced.
Plus, their respective Princes
were able," says a senior
Congress leader about the
meltdown set off by
Digvijaya Singh, 78, the for-
mer Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh. Singh, a
master politician, recently
threw a gauntlet at Rahul
Gandhi through a social
media post, in which he
praised the organisational
strength of the RSS and even
tagged everyone from Rahul,
Priyanka Gandhi,
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Jairam Ramesh to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Singh then attended the last
Congress Working
Committee meeting and
made the same point in per-
son. There, he was heard in
utter silence, with his inter-
vention espousing no com-
ments from the audience. I
spoke to a cross-section of
Congress leaders before writ-
ing this column - both the
rebels who want change in
the party and the coterie to
Rahul Gandhi who want sta-
tus quo. The biggest take-
away is that Rahul cannot
avoid a change if he contin-
ues to be unavailable and elu-
sive. The last five days of the
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winter session, Rahul, despite
being the leader of opposi-
tion, chose to be in Germany
to address the diaspora
instead of taking up pressing
issues such as the air pollu-
tion in Delhi, a state the
Congress once ruled and
where it has now been
reduced to zero. The decen-
tralisation and the lack of
organisation that Singh
underlined in his CWC
address is unexceptionable. It
is a point that any objective
observer would agree with. A
Warning For Venugopal?
This also points to KC
Venugopal, the General
Secretary in charge of organ-
isation, who has reduced the
Congress party organisation
to a hollow shell with state
units almost out of business.
Many say that is because
Venugopal doesn't allow state

leaders to make decisions
while endlessly dithering on
decisions himself. In fact, the
chorus for his ouster is only
growing. Venugopal survives
on Gandhi's patronage as his
chief palace courtier. But he's
no Ahmed Patel, who per-
formed a similar role for
Sonia Gandhi and was indis-
pensable for the party. The
question now is what lies in
store for Venugopal. Will he
get his dream job as the
Congress face in the upcom-
ing Kerala elections, or will
he be kicked upstairs to some
meaningless office? It may
not be a stretch to say that
Singh, in fact, was basically
targeting Venugopal through
his social media post, and by
tagging Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra publicly, he was seek-
ing her intervention in the
party's sorry state of affairs.

Sources close to Singh say
that speculation, especially
from within the Congress,
that Singh is leaning towards
the BJP-RSS is laughable.
Sure he has been provocative,
but his praise, they say, was
nuanced and limited to the
organisational discipline of
the RSS. "They have created
the largest political party in
the world. The most formi-
dable election winning
machine and the biggest war
chest. Only a blind person
would not seek to emulate it
in politics,” said a source.
This is a valid point. In con-
trast to such a robust organi-
sation, Gandhi comes across
as a leader who has romanti-
cised electoral defeat with his
constant pitch of "vote chori".
Sources close to Singh also
scoff at suggestions that the
provocation for the tweet was
the fact that he wants a new
term in the Rajya Sabha.
"Singh was a mass leader. He
literally poisoned his own
roots to come to Delhi and
became Gandhi's counsellor.
Yet, Gandhi, for reasons
unknown, discarded him and
fell for the comfort of his
palace courtiers. Singh proved
with his Narmada Yatra that
he still has it in him to do mass
politics, touching every district
in Madhya Pradesh. He wants
a say in the state and a bright
future for his son Jaivardhan

Singh. Is that a crime? It can
only happen when the
Congress does well." Take
Responsibility From the row
between Siddaramaiah and
DK Shivakumar in Karnataka,
to the sidelining of leaders like
Shashi Tharoor and Manish
Tewari, to replacing theleader-
ship in Rajasthan, Gandhi can
no longer continue evading
responsibility. Against this
background, the public praise
for Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
can be seen as a cry for help
from the party. Party leaders
want Rahul to go back to
bread and butter issues to take
on the BJP. Instead, the issues
he has taken up so far; such as
"vote chori", "surrender Modi',
have failed to get any traction.
"The Trinamool Congress
protested the removal of
MGNREGA, the Congress'
flagship scheme, much more
than the Congress in
Parliament. They held an all-
night dharna. What did we
do?" a Congress leader said.
For now; all eyes are on the
Rajya Sabha picks to see
whether Rahul Gandhi has
paid any heed to the discon-
tent brewing within his party.
If the usual palace guard
makes the cut and there is no
organisational overhaul,
expect a mega meltdown.
Evasion of responsibility isn't
an option for the Congress top
brass anymore.

— Dir. Satyawan Saurabh

In India, faith often trumps
reason. That's why the
sound of temple bells some-
times feels more suffocating
than the sound of a suffo-
cating sound, but we don't
want to listen. A recent
Mumbai court ruling—
imposing a fine of 25,000
for feeding pigeons in a
public place—is a clear and
bold example of this con-
frontation. This decision is
not against pigeons, but
against the mindset that
tramples on science, law,
and public health in the
name of sentimentality.

In our society, feeding
pigeons is considered a "vir-
tuous act." Early in the
morning, we find a sense of
satisfaction in throwing a
handful of grains onto our
balcony, terrace, or park—
as if we've served humanity
in a significant way. But the
question is: can an act per-
formed without consider-
ing the consequences truly
be considered compassion?
Medical science has consis-
tently warned that dried
pigeon droppings can
spread into the air and
spread deadly diseases like
cryptococcosis, histoplas-
mosis,  hypersensitivity
pneumonitis, and salmo-
nella. These diseases are not
imaginary fears, but true

stories from real patients
admitted to hospitals.
Asthmatics, lung patients,
the elderly, and children—
their lives are at risk first.
The Mumbai court did not
limit this case to a mere vio-
lation of a municipal corpo-
ration order, but considered
it a direct threat to public
health. The punishment
under sections of the IPC
indicates that the state now
seeks not only to treat dis-
eases but also to prevent
social habits that cause dis-
ease. This is the first time in
the country that a socially
acceptable act like feeding
pigeons has been criminal-
ized. This decision demon-
strates that the law will now
be guided by its impact, not
by emotions.

The most uncomfortable
question in this entire con-
troversy concerns religion
and tradition. Some are
calling it an attack on faith,
but does religion ever con-
done the spread of disease?
Does any religious text ever
prescribe risking the lives of
others to earn merit? The
government and health
agencies themselves have
clearly stated that feeding
pigeons is not a religious
obligation, yet protests con-
tinue. In reality, this protest
is not about faith, but stub-
bornness—a  stubborn
refusal to change one's

habits.

Cities are no longer villages.
With dense populations,
tall buildings, limited air,
and shared spaces, even
small negligence can turn
into a major crisis. Grain
left on a balcony not only
attracts pigeons, but also
brings with it a whole chain
of disease, filth, and infec-
tion. Ironically, the same
people who  question
masks, vaccines, and scien-
tific warnings are, in the
name of virtue, turning
cities into a cesspool of bio-
logical waste.

In this debate, it's important
to clarify that the pigeons
aren't at fault. They're sim-
ply living their lives accord-
ing to their natural
instincts. We are to blame—
our unscientific sentimen-
tality, our belief in conven-
ience, and our collective
irresponsibility. If you truly
want to show compassion,
do so in controlled, safe,
and scientific ways—
through animal welfare
organizations, not in open
public spaces.

This decision by the
Mumbai court sends a clear
message that faith may be
private, but its impact can-
not harm public life.
Compassion does not nec-
essarily mean harm, and
the law is now recognizing
this distinction.
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ROLLS ROYCE PLANS
MAJOR EXPANSION IN INDIA

New Delhi: British aero-
engine maker Rolls-Royce
on Sunday said it is look-
ing at making India its
third “home market” out-
side of the UK in line with a
plan to unlock the full
potential of opportunities
across an array of domains
including jet engine, naval
propulsion, land systems
and advanced engineering.
In an interview to PTI,
Sashi Mukundan, the exec-
utive vice president of
Rolls-Royce India, elabo-
rating on the move, said
the company is planning
for a “big investment” in
the country and listed
developing a next-genera-
tion aero engine in India as
a priority to power the
combat jets that New Delhi
will produce under the
Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA)
programme. Besides the
UK, Rolls Royce considers
the US and Germany as its
“home markets” as the
company has considerable
presence including manu-
facturing facilities in these
two countries. Mukundan
also highlighted how Rolls
Royce can contribute sig-
nificantly to address
India’s requirement for

electric propulsion capabil-
ity for boosting the Indian
Navy’s combat prowess.
He suggested that the
development of the jet
engine for the AMCA
involving Rolls Royce
could also help India man-
ufacture engines for naval
propulsion as the company
is among very few engine
makers globally to have
the capability to “marinize
the aero engine”.
Mukundan, without
divulging specific details,
said Rolls Royce was eye-

ing to make significant
investment to expand its
footprint in India, noting
that the country has “scale,
policy clarity, and a strong
push” towards a defence
and industrial ecosystem
that is expanding rapidly
and becoming more sophis-
ticated. “If everything goes
well, it would be a signifi-
cant investment. It'll be big
enough that people will
notice it, but I don’t want to
put a number to it. What
matters is the impact of
this investment, which

Business

would be the development
of the entire value chain
and ecosystem here across
sectors that we operate in,”
he said. The top Rolls
Royce executive said the
company will firm up two
MoUs with (Memorandum
of Understanding) with
two defence public sector
undertakings in India.
While one pact is for manu-
facturing the engines for
the Arjun tanks, the other
is for engines for the future
ready combat vehicles. In
October, CEO Tufan

Erginbilgic, during a busi-
ness roundtable had con-
veyed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that India
is going to be very critical
for Rolls-Royce going for-
ward. “We have developed
two other home markets
outside the UK — the US
and Germany. We want to
make India our next one.
What do we mean by that?
We want to do everything
across the field, and it’s not
just defence,” Mukundan
said. “That ambition cuts
across defence, naval
propulsion, land systems,
manufacturing, advanced
engineering skills, and
technology development,
all of which align closely
with India’s own priori-
ties,” he said. On the
engines for AMCA,
Mukundan said extensive
discussions and back-
ground work are under-
way on how to move for-
ward. “If India is thinking
about next-generation
engines, Rolls-Royce is
probably the best partner.
We have the capability, we

have the experience both
in India and globally, and
we have repeatedly demon-
strated that we can do it,”
he said.

BP has struck a $6bn
(£4.4bn) deal to sell a
majority stake in its motor
oil division Castrol to a US
investment firm. The oil
giant sold a 65% stake in
Castrol, which makes
lubricants for cars, motor-
cycles and industrial vehi-
cles, to New York-based
Stonepeak. The deal val-
ued Castrol at $10.1bn
(£7.5bn), with BP receiv-
ing $6bn in cash, which it
will use to pay down debts
and allow it to focus on its
core business. BP will hold
onto a 35% stake in
Castrol, which it first took
control of in 2000. The
London-based oil major
said the sale is a "mile-
stone" in its plans to over-
haul its business and strip
out costs. BP in February
announced plans to sell off
$20bn (£15bn) worth of
assets in a bid to focus on
its core crude oil and gas
business and strengthen
its balance sheet.
Following today's deal and
previous announcements,
the company says its over
half way to meeting that
target. It is also shifting its
strategy away from invest-
ment in green energy and
renewing its focus on oil
and gas following pressure
from some investors who
were frustrated that its
profits and share price had
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BP sells stake in motor
oil arm Castrol for $6bn

lagged behind rivals.
Rivals Shell and
Norwegian company

Equinor have also scaled
back plans to invest in
green energy and US
President Donald Trump's
call to "drill baby drill" has
encouraged firms to invest
in fossil fuels. The Castrol
sale comes a week after BP
unveiled its first female
chief executive, Meg
O'Neill, who will take the
helm in April 2026. Her
surprise appointment
came only three months
after BP appointed a new
chairman, Albert
Manifold. And she was
handed the top job less
than two years after
Murray Auchincloss took

over from Bernard Looney
as chief executive.
Wednesday's deal is the
latest in a series of sales by
the firm, which included
offloading its US onshore
wind energy business and
its Dutch mobility and
convenience arm. Interim
chief executive Carol
Howle said the sale is a
"very good outcome for all
stakeholders". "We are
reducing complexity,
focusing the downstream
on our leading integrated
businesses, and accelerat-
ing delivery of our plan,"
she added. Russ Mould,
investment director at AJ
Bell, said the deal was "an
early Christmas present"
for BP shareholders.

Amazon blocks 1,800 job applications
from suspected North Korean agents

A top Amazon executive has
said the US technology giant
has blocked more than 1,800
job applications from sus-
pected North Korean agents.
North Koreans tried to
apply for remote working IT
jobs using stolen or fake
identities, Amazon's chief
security officer Stephen
Schmidt said in a LinkedIn
post. "Their objective is typ-
ically straightforward: get
hired, get paid, and funnel
wages back to fund the
regime's weapons pro-
grams," he said, adding that
this trend is likely to be hap-
pening at scale across the
industry, especially in the
US. Authorities in the US
and South Korea have
warned about Pyongyang's
operatives carrying out
online scams. Amazon has
seen a nearly one-third
increase in job applications
from North Koreans in the
past year, said Mr Schmidt
in his post. He said the oper-
atives typically work with
people managing '"laptop
farms" - referring to comput-
ers based in the US that are
run remotely from outside

of the country. The firm
used a combination of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) tools
and verification by its staff
to screen job applications,
he said. The strategies used
by such fraudsters have
become more sophisticated,
Mr Schmidt said. Bad actors
are hijacking dormant
LinkedIn accounts using
leaked credentials to gain
verification. They target
genuine software engineers
to appear credible, he said,
urging firms to report suspi-
cious job applications to the

authorities. Mr Schmidt
warned employers to look
out for indicators of fraudu-
lent North Korean job appli-
cations, including incorrect-
ly formatted phone numbers
and mismatched education
histories. In June, the US
government said it had
uncovered 29 "laptop farms"
that were being operated
illegally across the country
by North Korean IT work-
ers. They used stolen or
forged identities of
Americans to help North
Korean nationals get jobs in

the US, said the Department
of Justice (DOJ). It also
indicted US brokers who
had helped secure jobs for
the North Korean opera-
tives. In July, a woman from
Arizona was sentenced to
more than eight years in jail
for running a laptop farm to
help North Korean IT work-
ers secure remote jobs at
more than 300 US compa-
nies. The DOJ said the
scheme generated more
than $17m (£12.6m) in illicit
gains for her and
Pyongyang.

TREASURY TO COVER BAYEUX
TAPESTRY FOR ESTIMATED £800M

The Treasury is set to insure
the Bayeux Tapestry against
damage for an estimated
£800m while it is on loan to
the British Museum next
year. The 70m-long embroi-
dery depicting the Battle of
Hastings in 1066 will travel
from France to London as
part of a deal between the
two nations' governments.
The artefact's transit and its
time in storage and on dis-
play will be covered under
the Government Indemnity
Scheme (GIS). Indemnity
insurance covers situations
like loss or damage. A
Treasury spokesperson said
that, without the long-stand-
ing scheme, "public muse-
ums and galleries would face
a substantial commercial
insurance premium, which
would be significantly less
cost effective". There are
concerns about the move, as
some French art experts
have suggested the nearly
1,000-year-old work was in
far too a delicate state to be
transported something
French  officials have
denied. It is understood the
Treasury has received an
initial valuation for cover-

ing the Bayeux Tapestry
that has been provisionally
approved. The loan will not
be formally confirmed until
it receives the final valua-
tion. That final valuation is
estimated to be around
£800m, according to the
Financial Times, citing
unnamed officials. The
Treasury did not dispute
this figure when approached
by the BBC. The Bayeux
Tapestry will be displayed in
the Sainsbury Exhibitions
Gallery of the British
Museum from next
September until July 2027
while its current home, the

Bayeux Museum, undergoes
renovations. Comprising 58
scenes, 626 characters and
202 horses, the huge master-
piece charts a contested time
in Anglo-French relations

when William The
Conqueror took the English
throne from Harold

Godwinson, becoming the
first Norman king of
England. The government's
indemnity scheme allows
art and cultural objects to be
shown publicly in the UK
which "might not have been
otherwise because the cost
of insurance would have
been too high". The scheme -

first set up in 1980 - has facil-
itated numerous high-value
loans, including Vincent
van Gogh's 1888 work The
Bedroom to the National
Gallery. The scheme is esti-
mated to save museums and
galleries around £81m a year
when compared to the cost of
taking out commercial
insurance. In exchange for
the Bayeux Tapestry, the
British Museum will loan
items to France, including
the 7th Century Anglo-
Saxon artefacts discovered
at the Sutton Hoo burial site
in Suffolk and the 12th
Century Lewis chess pieces.

Ola Electric fast-tracks rollout of 4680
Bharat Cell powered vehicles

New Delhi: Ola Electric on
Sunday said it has scaled
up deliveries of its 4680
Bharat Cell powered S1
Pro+ (5.2 kWh) across
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Telangana, and
Karnataka. The company
has commenced deliveries
across Coimbatore, Kochi,
and Hyderabad, along
with continued ramp-up
in Bengaluru, Ola Electric
said in a statement. The S1
Pro+ (5.2 KkWh) is the first
product powered by the
company’s indigenously
manufactured 4680 Bharat
Cell battery pack, deliver-
ing more range, higher
performance and
enhanced safety, it added.
“Customers are now tak-
ing deliveries of the scoot-
ers powered by our own
4680 Bharat Cell, and the
rollout is picking up
strong momentum. With
deliveries scaling across
multiple states, we are
now gearing up to take the
4680 Bharat Cell powered
vehicles nationwide,
reaching every corner of
the country,” an Ola

Electric
said. With its own 4680
Bharat Cell battery packs

spokesperson

in the vehicles, Ola
Electric is now India’s
first company to fully own
the cell and battery pack
manufacturing process in-

house, marking a major
milestone in building a
fully integrated EV
ecosystem in India. Ola
Electric currently offers
an expansive portfolio of
S1 scooters and Roadster
X motorcycles.

Air Force,
munitions

Adani plans Rs 1.8 lakh cr defence spend to
boost 1nd1gen0us military capablhtles

New Delhi: Adani Group plans to

Agnikaa loitering
demonstrated

invest Rs 1.8 lakh crore next year
in defence manufacturing, with a
focus on strengthening capabili-
ties in unmanned and
autonomous systems as well as
advanced guided weapons as it
looks to play a stealth anchor role
in India’s future warfare capabili-
ties, sources said. Adani Defence
& Aerospace in 2025 transitioned
from extended planning cycles to
rapid deployment with some of its
military hardware being used in
Operation Sindoor. Next year, it
will invest in unmanned and
autonomous systems, advanced
guided weapons, sensors and elec-
tronics, Al-enabled multi-domain
operations, and scaled-up mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul (MRO)
and training infrastructure, com-
pany sources said. Autonomous
systems across air, sea and land
domains are unmanned platforms
that use sensors, software and
secure networks to operate with
minimal human intervention,
expanding military reach while
reducing risk to personnel. In the
air, they include UAVs that con-
duct intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance, communica-
tions relay and precision-support

missions with long endurance. At

sea, unmanned surface and
underwater vehicles perform
tasks such as maritime surveil-
lance, anti-submarine warfare
and mine countermeasures over
wide areas. On land, unmanned
ground vehicles support logistics,
reconnaissance, explosive ord-
nance disposal and perimeter
security. Adani Defence &
Aerospace has emerged as India’s
largest integrated private-sector
defence player, with capabilities
spanning unmanned aerial and

underwater systems, counter-
UAS solutions, guided weapons
and loitering munitions, small
arms and ammunition, aircraft
MRO, simulator-driven training
and airborne warning and control
systems (AWACS). Sources said
in 2025, the company’s Drishti 10
UAVs were inducted into the
Indian Navy and Army for long-
endurance ISR mission
(Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance). Also, its count-
er-drone systems cleared trials
conducted by the Army, Navy and

endurance and resistance to elec-
tronic warfare and ARKA MAN-
PADS - a shoulder-fired missile
system - achieved tri-service
deployment readiness within
compressed timelines. Sources
said the company’s entry into
AWACS platforms helped position
it as a sole private-sector player in
this segment. Integration of Air
Works and Indamer created a
major defence-civil MRO platform
while the acquisition of FSTC
strengthened pilot and engineer-
ing training capabilities, they
said. Adani Defence & Aerospace
has embedded sustainability
through digital twins,

predictive maintenance and mod-
ular design, while higher indige-
nous sourcing has strengthened
supply-chain resilience. Looking
ahead to 2026, the company plans
to scale autonomous systems
across air, sea and land domains,
expand precision-strike capabili-
ties, deepen its MRO and training
footprint, and advance Al-
enabled, multi-domain opera-
tional systems in line with India’s
planned defence investment tra-
jectory, sources added.
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Zelensky says Russia 'doesn't want peace'
ahead of meeting Trump in Florida

UKkrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky will
meet his US counterpart
Donald Trump in Florida on
Sunday, for the latest round
of talks aimed at ending
nearly four years of war
with Russia. The pair will
discuss an updated version
of a US-brokered peace plan,
which Moscow has yet to
support, as well as separate
proposals for US security
guarantees. Their meeting
at the US president's Mar-a-
Lago home follows intense
Russian bombardment of
Kyiv over the weekend,
which Zelensky said was
evidence that Moscow
"doesn't want peace". On
Friday night, a 10-hour mis-
sile and drone barrage tar-
geting UkKkraine's capital
killed two people and left 32
others injured, local author-
ities said. There were fur-
ther Russian strikes on
Saturday night. At the meet-
ing in Florida, Zelensky is
expected to raise security
guarantees for Ukraine and

territorial concessions, both
issues that Russia has previ-
ously been unwilling to
compromise on. They will
also discuss the new 20-
point peace plan, a revised
version of an earlier 28-
point plan drafted by US
special envoy Steve Witkoff
that was widely seen as
being too favourable to
Russia. Control of Ukraine's
eastern Donbas region has

been a major sticking point
so far, but Zelensky has now
said a "free economic zone"
could be an option. Moscow
currently controls about
75% of the Donetsk region,

and around 99% of the
neighbouring Luhansk. The
regions are collectively
known as the Donbas. The
Kremlin has not comment-
ed on Zelensky's offer to
withdraw troops from the

Donbas if Russia pulls back
too. But on Saturday,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Ukraine was "in
no hurry to resolve this con-
flict peacefully", according
to state-owned news agency
Tass. Putin added that if
Kyiv did not want to resolve
the conflict peacefully,
Russia would accomplish
its objectives militarily. The
Ukrainian president has

voiced optimism about the
new peace plan draft,
describing it as "a founda-
tional document on ending
the war". On Friday, he told
reporters that it was 90%
complete: "Our task is to
make sure everything is
100% ready." But Trump
warned in an interview
with Politico that Zelensky
"doesn't have anything until
I approve it".

Trump added that he was
expecting to see the new
draft on Sunday. "I think it's
going to go good with him. I
think it's going to go good
with Putin," he said in the
interview, adding that he
expects to speak to Russia's
president "soon". Following
meetings with Canadian
Prime Minister Mark
Carney, Zelensky said
Moscow's latest attack on
Kyiv was "Russia's answer
[to] our peace efforts and
this really shows that Putin
doesn't want peace".
Zelensky also took a call
with European leaders to

discuss diplomatic "priori-
ties" ahead of his meeting
with Trump, adding that
"strong positions are need-
ed" to move forward with
the plan. Kyiv has the "full
support" of European and

Nato leaders, German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said.

Russia launched attacks on
UKkraine over the weekend -
the most destructive of
which happened Friday
night into Saturday morn-
ing. Ukrainian officials said
Russia's attacks on Kyiv
caused significant damage
to energy infrastructure,
with 40% of residential
buildings in Kyiv and near-
by districts left without
heating. Russia's defence
ministry said long-range
precision weapons were
used to target energy facili-
ties, which it claimed were
being used "in the interests
of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces and enterprises of
the UKrainian military-
industrial complex".
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THREE KILLED IN SWEDEN AS
MAJOR STORM SWEEPS
ACROSS NORDIC COUNTRIES

p U

A third person has died in
Sweden after a powerful
winter storm swept across
Nordic countries, causing
travel disruption and
power outages. Sweden's
meteorological agency
issued alerts for strong
winds for large parts of the
northern half of the country
as Storm Johannes hit. One
man in his 50s died after
being struck by a tree at the
Kungsberget ski resort in
the country's south, local
media and police reported.
Further north, regional
utility company Hemab
said one of its employees
died in an accident while
out working. Police also
said a man in his 60s was

taken to hospital after being
hit by a tree while working
in a forest in Hofors, east-
central Sweden, and later
died of his injuries. Tens of
thousands of homes in
Sweden, Norway and
Finland have been left with-
out power as a result of the
storm. In Sweden, more
than 40,000 homes were
affected by power outages
and numerous rail services
were cancelled, Swedish
news agency TT reported.
Several flights, rail and
ferry services across parts
of the Nordic nations have
been cancelled. Roads and
rail services have also been
disrupted due to the storm
conditions.

Cruise ship hits reef
on first trip since leaving
passenger on island

A cruise ship has run
aground in Papua New
Guinea (PNG) on its first
trip since the death of an
elderly passenger in late
October. The Coral
Adventurer is currently
under investigation over
the death of Suzanne
Rees, 80, who died on a
remote Australian island
after being left behind by
the ship. On Saturday, the
vessel suffered a "ground-
ing incident" off the east-
ern coast of PNG, around
30km (18 miles) from the
city of Lae, a spokesper-
son for the ship said. All
passengers and crew
aboard the cruise ship
have been reported safe,
and initial inspections
have not revealed any
damage to the hull
Further inspections will
take place on Sunday. A
spokesperson for the
Australian Maritime
Safety Authority (Amsa)
told the BBC in a state-
ment that it had not
received a distress call
from the Coral
Adventurer. It added it
was monitoring the situa-
tion and would support
PNG authorities if neces-
sary. No decisions have

been made about the cur-
rent 12-day voyage, which
was due to finish on 30
December. There were 80
passengers and 43 crew
members aboard the ship
at the time of the incident.
The Coral Adventurer is
currently the subject of a
joint investigation by
Amsa and Queensland
Police, Ms Rees was
found dead on Lizard
Island on 26 October. She
had been hiking on the
island with fellow passen-
gers, but broke off from
the group for a rest. The
ship left without her and
returned several hours
later after the crew
realised the woman was
missing. A major search
operation found her body
the following day. The
ship was just two days
into a 60-day voyage at the
time of Ms Rees's death.
The remainder of the
cruise was cancelled with
full refunds offered to all
passengers. The CEO of
Coral Expeditions, Mark
Fifield, said that the
company was "deeply
sorry that this has

occurred" and had
offered its full support to
the Rees family.

Fearing deportation,
Hondurans in the US send more
cash home than ever before

For over a year, Elias
Padilla had been saving up
to make the journey from
Honduras to the United
States as an undocumented
immigrant. As an Uber driv-
er in the snarled streets of
the capital, Tegucigalpa, it
hasn't been easy for him to
put money aside. On bad
days he makes as little as $12
(£9) in 12 hours. Now,
though, his plans are on

hold. The images of undocu-
mented immigrants in
major US cities being
dragged away by
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents,
their wrists in zip-ties, have
deterred at least one would-
be immigrant in Central
America from travelling
north. "I want to improve
my life conditions because
we earn very little here,"
Elias explains as we drive
around the city. "Take this
line of work, for example: an
Uber driver in the US makes
in an hour what I'd make in
aday." Like most Honduran
immigrants, Elias says the
main aim of reaching the US
would be to send remit-
tances home. "But I see what
Trump is doing, and it's
made me think twice," he
admits.

FRENCH CINEMA ACTRESS
BRIGITTE BARDOT DIES AGED 91

French actress Brigitte
Bardot, who revolutionised
1950s French cinema and
became a symbol of sexual
liberation, has died age 91.
The cinema icon - BB as she
was known in her home
country - acted in almost 50
films, including And God
Created Woman, but retired
in 1973 to devote her life to
animal welfare. French
President Emmanuel
Macron said the nation was
mourning "a legend of the
century", while the Brigitte
Bardot Foundation remem-
bered her as a "world-
renowned actress". Later in
life, Bardot's reputation was
damaged after she made
homophobic slurs and was
fined multiple times for
inciting racial hatred. The
animal welfare foundation
she established said in a

it was

statement that
announcing her death with

"immense sadness". The
Brigitte Bardot Foundation
said she was "a world-
renowned actress and
singer, who chose to aban-
don her prestigious career to
dedicate her life and energy
to animal welfare and her
foundation." It did not speci-
fy where or when Bardot
died. Paying tribute, Macron

wrote: "Her films, her voice,
her dazzling glory, her ini-
tials, her sorrows, her gener-
ous passion for animals, her
face that became Marianne,
Brigitte Bardot embodied a
life of freedom. "French exis-
tence, universal brilliance.
She touched us. We mourn a
legend of the century."
Meanwhile, French far-right
politician Marine Le Pen
said France had lost "an

exceptional woman, through
her talent, her courage, her
frankness, her beauty".
Bardot's husband, whom she
married in 1992, was
Bernard d'Ormale, a former
adviser to the late far-right
politician Jean-Marie Le Pen
- the father of Marine.
Brigitte Anne-Marie Bardot
was born in Paris in 1934 to a
wealthy family, who wanted
her to become a ballerina.
She was discovered in her
teens after posing on the
cover of Elle magazine, swift-
ly becoming a sensation in
her home country, and was
persuaded to enter the cine-
ma world. She played iconic
roles, the most notable in the
1956 film And God Created
Woman, directed by her
then-husband Roger Vadim,
in which she played a sexual-
ly liberated woman.

POLLS CLOSE ON FIRST DAY OF MYANMAR'S
WIDELY CRITICISED 'SHAM' ELECTION

\

The first of three phases of
voting has finished in
Myanmar in an election
widely dismissed as a
"sham", with major politi-
cal parties dissolved, lead-
ers jailed and as much as
half the country not expect-
ed to vote due to an ongoing
civil war. The military gov-
ernment is holding a
phased ballot nearly five
years after it seized power
in a coup, prompting wide-
spread opposition and spi-
ralling into civil war.
Observers say the junta,
with China's support, is
seeking to legitimise its
power as it seeks a way out
of the devastating stale-
mate. More than 200 people
have been charged for dis-

rupting or opposing the
polls under a new law
which carries severe pun-
ishments, including the
death penalty. There were
reports of explosions and
airstrikes across multiple
regions as the first round of
voting took place on
Sunday. A rocket attack on

an uninhabited house in
the Mandalay region in the
early hours of the morning
injured three people, the
region's chief minister told
the BBC. Separately, a
series of explosions dam-
aged more than ten houses
in the Myawaddy township,
near the border with

Thailand, late on Saturday.
A resident told the BBC that
a child was Killed and three
others were taken to hospi-
tal. Voters have told the
BBC that the election feels
more "disciplined and sys-
tematic" than previous
polls. "The experience of
voting has changed a lot,"
said Ma Su ZarChi, who
lives in the Mandalay
region. "Before I voted, I
was afraid. Now that I have
voted, I feel relieved. I cast
my ballot as someone who
has tried their best for the
country." First-time voter
Ei Pyay Phyo Maung, 22,
said she was voting
because she believed it is
"the responsibility of every
citizen".

Nine arrested in Italy for allegedly
raising millions

Italian police have arrested
nine people accused of rais-
ing around 7m (£6m) for
Hamas over more than two
years. The money was osten-
sibly collected as humanitar-
ian aid for Palestinian civil-
ians, a police statement said,
but was instead sent to the
militant group via a "com-
plex fundraising system".
Alongside the arrests, police
say they have seized more
than 8m (£7m) in assets as
part of the investigation.
Police say the suspects are
"specifically accused of car-
rying out financing opera-
tions believed to have con-
tributed to terrorist activi-
ties". The arrests were made
as part of a joint initiative
between Italy's counter-ter-
ror police and financial
police. The investigation

began after the 7 October
2023 Hamas attack in south-
ern Israel. Police say they
analysed "a series of reports
of suspicious financial trans-
actions" involving some of
the suspects in the lead up to
the attack. Investigators
uncovered a "complex" sys-
tem of fundraising, which
was headquartered in Genoa
with branches in Milan, the

statement adds. "The sus-
pects collected donations
intended for the civilian pop-
ulation of Gaza, however, it
emerged that over 71% of
these funds were diverted to
Hamas's coffers to finance its
military wing and support
the families of suicide
bombers or those detained
for terrorism," the police
statement says.

IRANIAN CINEMA GIANT, BAHRAM

BEYZAI, DIES AGED 87

Widespread tributes have
been shared for Bahram
Beyzai, a giant of Iranian
cinema and theatre, who
has died aged 87 in the US.
The front pages of Iranian
newspapers mourn his
loss, with opposition voices
and those who look back
fondly on the Shah era also
paying homage to Beyzai.
Prince Reza Pahlavi, the
exiled son of the last Shah
of Iran, described his pass-
ing as "a great loss for the
the art and culture of our
country". Although
Beyzai's later films were
banned in the 1980s by the
Islamic regime that toppled
the Shah, a number of sen-
ior figures in the current
government have also paid
tribute to his contribution
to Iranian culture. Several
of the current crop of

Iranian filmmakers have
acknowledged their debt to
him, with Jaafar Panahi -
whose latest film won the
top prize at this year's
Cannes Film Festival - say-
ing that he taught them
"how to stand up to obliv-
ion". Beyzai avoided direct
political references in his
work, both as a playwright
and a film director, and
always said he tried not to

trade in overt messages.
But his work over many
decades sets historical,
even mythic figures in con-
flict with oppressive reli-
gious and political systems.
From a family of celebrated
poets, Beyzai was imbued
in the deepest traditions of
Persian culture from birth.
He first found fame as a
playwright, drawing on
Persian legend and ritual.

Executions in Iran
estimated to have

The number of executions
in Iran in 2025 is estimated
to have more than doubled
compared to the number
that took place across the

country in 2024.
Norwegian-based Iran
Human Rights (IHR)
group told the BBC it had
verified atleast 1,500 execu-
tions up until the start of
December, adding that
many more have taken
place since. Last year, IHR
was able to verify 975 exe-
cutions - although the
exact number is never
completely clear asIranian
authorities do not give offi-
cial figures. However, the
analysis shows another
significant annual rise,
and the figures chime with
those provided by other
monitoring groups. Iran's
government has previous-
ly defended its use of the
death penalty, saying it is
limited to only "the most
severe crimes". Execution
figures were already on the
rise before mass demon-
strations broke out across
the country in 2022 follow-
ing the death in custody of
Mahsa Amini. The 22-year-
old Kurdish woman was

doubled in 2025, report says

|

detained by morality
police in Tehran for
allegedly wearing her
hijab "improperly". That
protest movement repre-
sented the biggest chal-
lenge to the legitimacy of
Iran's theocratic leader-
ship for many years. In
response, authorities
intensified the rate of exe-
cutions from around 520 in
2022 to 832 the following
year - according to the fig-
ures verified by IHR.
There have been some exe-
cutions for protesters or
alleged spies - but 9% of
those executed have been
for murder or drug
offences - a ratio which has
remained constant.
Activists have said that the
rate of executions in Iran
increases when the regime
feelsunder threat and that
the aim is to forestall
internal opposition by
instilling fear in the popu-
lation. It seems to be
borne out by the fact that
since the 12-day war with
Israel in June, as well as
major setbacks for Iran's
proxy forces across the
region, there's been
another big surge.




POUND-FOR-POUND STAR
INOUE CRUISES PAST PICASSO

Japanese superstar Naoya
Inoue outpointed Alan
David Picasso Romero with
a classy display to retain his
undisputed super-ban-
tamweight title in Saudi
Arabia. Widely regarded as
one of boxing's leading
pound-for-pound fighters,
Inoue, 32, showcased his
ring intelligence, fast hands
and sharp combinations
over 12 dominant rounds.
Picasso, 25, was unable to
live with Inoue's speed and
body shots in Riyadh as the
judges scored the contest
119-109, 120-108 and 117-111 in
favour of the champion.
Despite the one-sided nature
of the victory, Inoue - a four-
division world champion
and undisputed in two
weight classes - said he was
disappointed with his dis-
play. "My performance
tonight is not good enough - I
should have done better," he
said. The win extended
Inoue's perfect record to 32
victories, including 27 by
knockout, and sets up a
potential showdown in 2026

with compatriot Junto
Nakatani. Nakatani out-
pointed Mexico's Sebastian
Hernandez Reyes on the
undercard in a close contest
marred by a controversial
scorecard. In a fight where a
case could be made for either
boxer, two judges scored it
115-113, with the third
returning an inexplicable
118-110 card. Following
Terence Crawford's retire-
ment, Inoue can be consid-
ered among boxing's leading
fighters, alongside heavy-
weight champion Oleksandr

Usyk, who was ringside.
After assessing Picasso in
the opening rounds, Inoue
moved smoothly through
the gears. The taller, rangier
Picasso enjoyed some single-
punch success in the first
half, but Inoue appeared
largely untroubled by his
opponent's power. Former
middleweight world cham-

pion Gennady
Golovkin, now presi-
dent of World
Boxing, watched

from close quarters
as Inoue upped the

Shubman Gill's T20 World Cup

tempo, throwing fluent com-
binations and pressing for-
ward with confidence.
Heavy right hands in the
fifth and sixth rounds, cou-
pled with repeated hooks to
the body, slowed Picasso,
whose movement began to
fade as the outcome became
increasingly clear. A thud-
ding left hook in the 12th rep-
resented a valiant, last-ditch
attempt at an unlikely upset,
but the bout had long since
become a masterclass.
Making a fourth defence of
his undisputed crown in
2025,

Inoue continues to set the
standard for activity at the
elite level and places himself
firmly in the conversation
for fighter of the year. Inoue
said in the build-up that his
time in the sport is "running

ut" - but he has

options. There

has been
speculation
about a
move
up to
feather-

weight to face Liverpool's
WBA world champion Nick
Ball, while he has also wel-
comed the challenge of hard-
hitting unified super-fly-
weight champion Jesse
'Bam' Rodriguez. The bout
many fans - and influential
Saudi Arabian boxing figure
Turki Alalshikh - are most
keen to see, however, is
against Nakatani. Nakatani,
who vacated his WBC and
IBF bantamweight titles to
move up in weight, was a
heavy favourite against
Hernandez and controlled
the early rounds with sharp
uppercuts and effective
body work.

Hernandez refused to fade,
coming on strongly in the
second half as he pressed for-
ward relentlessly and landed
telling shots. The controver-
sial 118-110 scorecard under-
lined familiar judging con-
cerns within the sport.
Despite the controversy, the
unbeaten Nakatani - a three-
weight world champion
extended his record to 32
wins, 24 of them by stoppage.

India batter Smriti
Mandhana on Sunday
achieved a massive world
record during the 4th T20I
against Sri Lanka in
Thiruvananthapuram. The
29-year-old registered
10,000 runs in internation-
al women's cricket, becom-
ing the fastest woman to
achieve the milestone. She
went past former India
captain Mithali Raj on the
elite list, reaching the
milestone in just 280
innings. Mithali, on the
other hand, took 291
innings to do so. Prior to
this contest, Mandhana
had scored 9,973 runs in
international cricket.
Fastest to 10,000 Women
International runs (By
Innings) 281 Smriti
Mandhana* 291 - Mithali
Raj 308 Charlotte
Edwards 314 - Suzie Bates
On Sunday, Mandhana
slammed a half-century
after India were put into
bat by Sri Lanka. During
the 1st T20I, Mandhana
scripted history as she
became the first Indian to
hit 4000 runs in Women's
T20I cricket. Mandhana,
who scored 25 runs during
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Smriti Mandhana Breaks Mithali Raj's
World Record During 4th TZOI vs Sri Lanka

the opening T20I of the
five-match series, also
became the second woman
to reach the landmark of
4000 runs in T20Is after
New Zealand's Suzie Bates
(4716 runs). Additionally,
Mandhana was also the

quickest to do so in terms
of balls taken (3227) than
Bates, who took 3675 balls
to reach the 4000 runs mile-
stone. India came into the
contest with an unassail-
able 3-0 lead in the five-
match series.

Rohit Sharma Reunites With Ex-Mumbai

Indians Teammate During Vljay Hazare Trophy

The Vijay
Hazare Trophy
2025-26 turned
out to be a
grand specta-
cle for fans as

2026 Snub Causing Disarray In
Team India? Report's Big Claim

The decision by the BCCI
selectors to drop star batter
Shubman Gill from the

IPL. Talking about the first
game, Rohit made a mock-
ery of an inexperienced
Sikkim bowling attack
with a 94-ball 155 on his
return to List A cricket, as

der against
South Africa
in the two-

footprints written all over
it." It further stated that the
decision has created

squad for the 2026 T20 unease among several play- Test series at India  stal- Mumbai cruised to an
World Cup has left many ers, who now believe that home last warts Rohit eight-wicket victory in
fans and experts stunned. "if Indian cricket's next month, Sharma their opening Group C
Gill, currently India's Test ~poster boy could be someone and Virat match of the Vijay Hazare
and ODI captal.n, was al'so dumped by t'he‘ wayside, }nﬂuentlal Kohli fea- Trophy in Jaipur. A near-
the T20I .Vlce.-captaln. the next orr'ussmn cou}d in the fured in two capacity crowd of around
AR SO B N TN S matchos L -
format, he has been left out Gambhir's record as India's  informally While Rohit Kohli against Andhra the latter requgsted an Chrm‘qngs Eve? witnessing
of the World Cup squad. white-ball coach has been approached representgd Pradegh). Apart from the autqgraph on his glove. the. Hltman carnage,
According to a PTI report, impressive, with an ICC V V 8 Mumbai, fans, it was also a special Rohit obliged and signed which included 18 fours
the move has sparked and ACC trophy in each of Laxman to Kohli strength- moment for former India the glove, leaving fans and nine sixes, as Mumbai
uncertainty among players  the two formats. However, check if he ened Delhi's playing XI pacer Dhawal Kulkarni, touched and emotional. chased down a target of 237
regarding their place inthe  with 10 Test defeats against would be with his presence. who reunited with his old Notably, both Rohit and in just 30.3 overs. However,
side under Gautam SENA countries, the same interested Interestingly, both bat- Mumbai teammate Rohit. Kulkarni played several the former India skipper
Gambhir's coaching. The cannot be said for his per- in coach- ters scored centuriesin  In a video going viral on domestic games for failed to replicate his hero-
report claimed that the formance in Test cricket. ing the their respective open- social media, Rohit was Mumbai together. Later, icsinthe nextgame against
decision to drop Gill from  According to PTI, right red-ball ing games (Rohit seen meeting Kulkarni in they were also teammates Uttarakhand, as he was dis-
the squad "had Gambhir's after India's abject surren- t e a m . against Sikkim and the dressing room, where for Mumbai Indians in the missed for a golden duck.

FREEMAN STARS AS
NORTHAMPTON BEAT
BATH TO GO TOP

Tommy Freeman scored a

hattrick of tries as
Northampton leapfrogged
Bath to go top of the Prem
with a stellar 41-21 victory in
an enthralling clash at the
Recreation Ground.
Freeman's England team-
mate Henry Pollock scored
two more of Saints' tries,
with Archie MacParland
getting another, as the visi-
tors ended a run of 11 consec-
utive wins at home for the
reigning Prem champions.
Saints, who saw two more
potential tries chalked off by
the television match official
as they dominated in almost
every area on the field,
scored 27 unopposed points
during the second-half. Bath,
whose tries came via props
Thomas du Toit (two) and
Tom Dunn, drop to second in
the table with their second
loss this season. Both sides
made 10 changes to their
starting line-ups but Bath
were at full strength while
Saints had players such as
Fin Smith, George Furbank
and Alex Mitchell among
those missing. Bath have not
lost at the Rec in the Prem
since 5 October 2024 but
were on the back foot imme-

diately as Freeman cut afine
diagonal line to open the
scoring in the third minute.
Edoardo Todaro thought he
had Northampton's second
shortly after, only for it to be
pulled back before he
touched the ball down for an
earlier knock-on. Du Toit
rolled over the line for Bath's
first score and when
Northampton saw Ed
Prowse sent to the sin bin for
head contact in a tackle,
Dunn made it 14-7 to the
hosts as Bath's maul pow-
ered him forward.
McParland drew Saints
level, slipping through a gap
in the line to run over, before
Todaro was denied again try
by an excellent covering
Sam Underhill tackle, as he
cantered clear when Pollock
intercepted. Callum Chick
then had a try chalked off as
Bath prop Beno Obano was
judged to have been held in
an earlier ruck during a
TMO check, allowing the
gap to open which led to the
initial Saints line break,
while a long ball out the
back from Pollock went
wide late in the first-half as
another Saints opportunity
went begging.

Magnus Carlsen Pushes Cameraman After Losing
FIDE World Rapld Champlonshlp Match

World No. 1 and five-time World Rapid
Champion Magnus Carlsen made
headlines after suffering a shocking
defeat against Russian Grandmaster
Vladislav Artemiev in the FIDE World
Rapid Championship on Saturday. In
Round 7, Artemiev outplayed Carlsen
in a game where the world's top-rated
player committed a grave mistake on
move 15, which proved costly. This
victory propelled Artemiev to 6.5
points, a full point ahead of the field.
Following the loss, Carlsen was visi-
bly upset and stormed out of the play-
ing hall. A video going viral on social
media shows Carlsen being chased by
a cameraman as he exited the venue.
In a fit of rage, the Norwegian pushed
the cameraperson away, expressing
his frustration. After a strong start
with 4.5/5 on Day 1, Carlsen's perform-
ance dipped on Day 2. In Round 6, he

played the Sicilian against Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave but soon found him-
self saddled with tripled pawns on the
e-file, spending considerable time
searching for the right moves. After
testing Carlsen for a few moves,
Vachier-Lagrave agreed to split the

points. <

Meanwhile,
Koneru Humpy displayed her trade-
mark composure and tenacity to
remain in joint lead in the women's
section, while Indian stars D. Gukesh
and Arjun Erigaisi stayed in con-
tention in the Open category on Day 2.
With three more rounds to go in the
women's section on Sunday, Humpy
shared the lead with China's Zhu Jiner
on 6.5 points out of a possible eight.
The duo was closely followed by as
many as 10 players on six points,
including India's Dronavalli Harika.

point. Carlsen bounced back in Round
8 with a win against Armenian GM
Shant Sargsyan, and in the final round
of the day, he held an advantage on
time against US GM Ray Robson. With
two straight victories, Carlsen joined
a group of four players on seven

reigning champion

MCG Pitch Curator Breaks Silence After 4th
Ashes Test Ends W1th1n 2 Days

The Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) chief cura-
tor Matt Page was left in a
"state of shock" after the
fourth Ashes Test between
Australia and England
ended within two days.
Twenty wickets fell on
Day 1, and a total of 36
wickets fell in the match,
which lasted just two days.
Following England's win,
several former cricketers
expressed their displeas-
ure with the pace-friendly
wicket that produced no
fifties from the batters. "I
was in a state of shock
after the first day to see
everything that hap-
pened," Page told SEN
Cricket. "Twenty wickets
in a day-I have never been
involved in a Test match
like it, and hopefully
never will be again," he
added. "It was a roller-
coaster ride for two days

to see everything unfold.
But we will learn from it,
we will grow from it, we
will get better at it, just
like we have over the past
years. I have no doubt we
will come back bigger, bet-
ter, and stronger than we
have done," he further
said. While Page was dis-

appointed that the Test
ended within just two
days, he explained the rea-
son behind producing a
bowler-friendly pitch.
"This year, we have pro-
duced a pitch that has
favoured the bowlers more
than the batters. We had a
lot of hot weather leading

into last year, which
makes it easier for us to
control our moisture lead-
ing in. We left more mois-
ture in the top of the pitch
last year to provide that
contest early in the game,"
he said. "We felt that we
had the balance really
good leading into that
game. This year we went
in with 10 millimetres as
we knew we were going to
get a lot of hot weather at
the back end of the game,"
he added. England ended
an almost 15-year wait
with a spirited victory on
Australian soil in the
fourth Ashes Test, defeat-
ing the hosts by four wick-
ets in a frenetic Boxing
Day contest. While the
Ashes remain out of reach,
Ben Stokes' side produced
a statement performance,
sealing the match in just
32.2 overs on Day 2.

SMALL HALLS IN CRISIS -
BOXING'S LIFEBLOOD IS
STRUGGLING TO BREATHE

"I think it is an illness."
Steve Wood, one of the
country's most prominent
small-hall promoters, has
pondered why he stays
involved in the sport
when it is struggling to
stay alive at the level he
operates in. "You get
involved and you can't get
out," he added. Small-hall
boxing is not in rude
health. Ticket sales are
down, the number of
events is  dropping,
money is being lost and
some fighters who fill
these cards with dreams
of bigger stages are retir-
ing because of the lack of
opportunities to earn
enough. Many of the pro-
moters who run what is
considered the sport's
grassroots are wondering
why they continue to do
it. What many consider
the lifeblood of the sport
is struggling to Kkeep
breathing. Small-hall box-
ing shows are the events
without TV backing and
big-name promoters
which take place around
the country in lesser-
sized venues. They offer
entertainment for pun-
ters but, more important-

ly for boxing, a pathway
to the top for those boxers
who may not be poached
by the big-name promot-
ers straight from the ama-
teur scene or, in this mod-
ern world, the social
media space. Think of
Josh Warrington, the
once dental technician
from Leeds, who started
on the small-hall circuit
with Wood in the north of
England and went on to
become a world champi-
on by winning the IBF
featherweight title at
Elland Road against Lee
Selby. Without the scene,
Warrington may never
have had a career in the
fight game at all, let alone
reach the top. Wood has
worked in the north of
England for decades run-
ning boxing shows and
managing fighters. It's a
hobby, but an expensive
one for the successful
businessman. "It's not a
struggle, it's impossible,"
said the VIP Promotions
boss. "It's always been a
struggle but it is more dif-
ficult now. "I done it to
start kids off on their
careers and get them on
to the TV shows.
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Prabhas Hails Maruthi’s Climax, Wishes

We made the film ‘The Raja
Saab’ to give good entertain-
ment to Darling’s fans. After
watching this movie’s cli-
max, I became a fan of
Maruthi’s writing. Along
with all the other Sankranti
releases, I want ‘Tjr Raja
Saab’ also to become a block-
buster” — Rebel Star Prabhas
at the pre-release event

Rebel Star Prabhas is star-
ring in the prestigious
movie “Raja Saab”. Director
Maruthi is making this film
in such a way that it stands
as an evergreen movie in the
horror-comedy genre.
Producers TG Vishwa
Prasad and Krithi Prasad
are producing “Raja Saab”
on a grand scale with
uncompromising produc-
tion values. Malavika
Mohanan, Nidhhi Agerwal,
and Riddhi Kumar are play-
ing the female leads. To dou-
ble the Sankranti festivities,
“Raja Saab” is getting ready
for a worldwide grand the-
atrical release on January 9.
Today, the pre-release event
of “Raja Saab” was held
grandly in Hyderabad. At
this event.

Director Maruthi said, “The
reason I am standing on this
stage today is because of the

support you have given me.
Two people stood strongly
behind ‘The Raja Saab’:
Prabhas garu and Vishwa
Prasad garu. Vishwa Prasad
garu and the entire People
Media team put their lives

into this film. When
Prabhas garu was acting as
Rama in ‘Adipurush’, I went
to him with the ‘Raja Saab’
story. After listening to it,
Prabhas garu laughed a lot.
He did not need to do this

film. After ‘Baahubali’,
Prabhas garu gained world-
wide recognition. While we
were shooting in a small
town in South Africa, even
the locals recognized
Prabhas garu, which sur-
prised us. The pan-India
effort made by Rajamouli
garu is benefiting all of us
today. Directors like
Sukumar, Sandeep Vanga,
and I are doing pan-India
films now. Many of our stars

have reached pan-India sta-
tus. With Prabhas garu, we
did not just make a film; we
made a large-scale movie.
This genre has great poten-
tial, and we are taking it to
another level. Many people
worked hard for ‘The Raja
Saab’. I have made 11 films,
and Prabhas garu gave me
an opportunity at Rebel
University, saying that I
should become a director of
a bigger range. I wrote and

directed this film, but the
effort Prabhas garu put into
it, his involvement, and the
support he gave us cannot be
expressed in words. Even
though many films are com-
ing this Sankranti, Vishwa
Prasad garu is bravely
bringing ‘Raja Saab’.

The success ‘The Raja Saab’
will achieve in all languages
will not be ordinary. I watch

my films like an audience
member.
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Eesha completes breakeven
mark: Enters Profit Zone

The horror thriller Eesha
has turned into a solid
Christmas blockbuster
despite facing stiff com-
petition at the box office
with multiple releases.
The victorious duo
Bunny Vas and Vamsi
Nandipati have scored
yet another blockbuster
with this gripping horror
thriller. With a unique
twist, a strong story, and
impressive performanc-
es, the film is creating a
sensation in cinema
halls. Every bone-chilling
scene delivers goose-
bumps, instilling both
fear and excitement
among the audience.
What began as a modest
release quickly turned
into a major sensation,
fueled by heavy advance
bookings and strong audi-
ence turnout in theaters,
ultimately achieving
blockbuster status. Eesha
collected an impressive
?4.8 crores gross within
just three days, including
premiere shows, marking
a huge success for a small
film. With consistently
good occupancy, the film
entered the profit zone
within three days and
comfortably crossed its
breakeven point. This

success also gave Bunny
Vas and Vamsi Nandipati
a hattrick of hits, follow-
ing Little Hearts and Raju
Weds Rambai. These col-
lections and the strong
occupancy clearly reflect
the success of this small
film. The movie features
Thrigun and Hebah Patel
in lead roles, with Akhil
Raj and Siri Hanmanth

playing significant roles,
earning the success they
truly deserve.

This small film is mak-
ing a big impact every-
where, backed by solid
reviews from both audi-
ences and critics. Amid
multiple releases slated
for December 25th, this
horror thriller truly
stands out.

Due to objections raised by the censor board, the film origi-
nally titled Vanara has been renamed VanaVeera; gearing
up for a grand worldwide theatrical release on January 1st

VanaVeera introduces
Avinash Thiruveedhula as
both hero and director.
Simran Choudhary plays
the female lead, while
Nandu appears as the antag-
onist. The film is presented
by Shanthanu Pathi and pro-
duced under the Silver
Screen Cinemas banner by
Avinash Buyani, Alapati
Raja, and C. Ankit Reddy.
Dialogues by Sai Madhav
Burra and music by Vivek
Sagar are major highlights.
Made as a mythological
rural drama, Vanaveera is
ready to hit theatres world-
wide on January 1 as a New
Year release. The trailer
launch event of the film was
held grandly in Hyderabad
today. Speaking at the event,
actor Harsha said, “Like
everyone else, we worked
extremely hard for our film
Vanaveera. You can under-
stand what this film is all
about just by watching the
trailer. This is essentially a
story about a son’s struggle
for his father. I request

everyone to watch our film
in theatres on January 1 and
support us.” Actor Bobby
said, “I really like the title
Vanaveera. With this film,
we are hoping to reach the
audience about ten days
ahead of the Sankranti sea-
son. This movie has all the
elements required to satisfy
family audiences as well as
youth.” DOP Chota K.
Prasad said, “We worked on
this film with great effort for
two years. Earlier, the audi-

ence took the title Vanara
forward, and now you need
to take VanaVeera to the
people as well. I am very
happy that our hero Kiran
Abbavaram released the
trailer. I sincerely request
your support for Vanaveera,
which is releasing on
January 1.” Actress Simran
Choudhary said,
“VanaVeera is a very good
family entertainer. This film
has fun, mystery, thrilling
moments, and romance -

everything audiences look
for. We are going to start the
coming year with a bang
through this movie. Telugu
audiences always support
good films, and we have
complete faith in them. I
hope all of you will encour-

age and support
Vanaveera.” Producer
Shanthanu Pathi said,

“Since the censor board did
not approve our original
title, we had to change it to
Vanaveera. We registered
the title with all proper per-
missions and spent a lot on
promotions under that
name. Now, media friends
need to help us take the title
Vanaveera to the audience.
Our film is a complete fami-
ly entertainer with all the
elements audiences expect.
When you watch it on
screen, it will feel like a big
film, not a small-budget one.
I thank Kiran Abbavaram
garu for releasing our trail-
er and producer Rajesh
Danda garu for
attending today’s

Huma Qureshi Stuns as Elizabeth
in Yash—Geetu Mohandas’ Toxic

“I was bowled over by the
sheer audacity and magni-
tude of what we were
going to attempt,” Huma
Qureshi on collaborating
with Geetu Mohandas and
Yash on Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-Ups
The makers of Rocking
Star Yash’s Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-Ups
have unveiled the first
look of Huma Qureshi as
Elizabeth, adding to the
growing buzz around one
of the most awaited films
of 2026. Known for choos-
ing unconventional roles,
Huma’s entry into the
world of Toxic hints at a
character with mystery
and intensity. In the first
look, Huma is seen stand-
ing in a graveyard setting,
surrounded by weathered
tombstones and stone
angels. She is positioned
beside a vintage black car
and dressed in an off-
shoulder black outfit with
dramatic sleeves, bring-
ing in old-world elegance.
The dark, gothic backdrop
adds a foreboding tone,

.

offering a glimpse into the

film’s intense world.
Sharing her thoughts on
casting Huma, director

Geetu Mohandas took to
Instagram and wrote,
“Casting for this role was
perhaps the trickiest.

O Andala Rakshasi Arriving on January 2 promises Compelling
raz Me

Content: Hero & Director She

Sheraz Mehdi has been win-
ning appreciation as a direc-
tor, actor, music composer,
and storyteller. He is now
set to once again entertain
as both hero and director
with his upcoming film O
Andala Rakshasi. The film
stars Vihanshi Hegde and
Kriti Verma as the female
leads. Produced by Surinder
Kaur under the Sky Is the
Limit banner, O Andala
Rakshasi is scheduled for a
grand release on January 2.
Ahead of the release, the
film’s team held a pre-
release event. Speaking at
the event, Sheraz Mehdi
said: “We are releasing O
Andala Rakshasi on
January 2 on a large scale.
Once in a year, a truly good
film comes along- and our O
Andala Rakshasi is one
such film. Vihanshi Hegde,

Kriti verma, Neha
Deshpande, Akhila, Geetha
Reddy, Sneha, Priya

Deshpande, Suman garu,
Thammareddy Bharadwaj
garu, and many others have
delivered wonderful
performances in

remarkable roles. This is a
good film backed by excel-
lent content. The audience
won'’t feel bored even for a
minute. It is entertaining
while also carrying a strong
message. The twists are out-
standing, and it will espe-
cially appeal to women.”
Story and dialogue writer
Bhashya Sree said: “I wrote
the story and dialogues for
0 Andala Rakshasi.
Audiences will walk out of
the theatre with a very posi-
tive feeling. We made this

film around the concept of
how today’s young women
should be. Our hero Sheraz
garu has performed bril-
liantly. As a director, music
director, and hero, he has
created pure magic. Kriti
Verma is very famous in
Bollywood, and Vihanshi
has acted wonderfully. This
film will be liked by every-
one. Do watch it in theatres
on January 2.” Kriti Verma
shared: “Many thanks to
Sheraz garu for giving me
this opportunity in O

Andala Rakshasi. We are
coming before the audience
on January 2. With God’s
blessings and the support of
the audience, I believe our
film will become a big hit.”
Vihanshi  Hegde said:
“When girls are cheated,
their beauty turns into a
demon—that is O Andala
Rakshasi. I really loved this
film and its story. I hope the
audience will love it too.
Many thanks to Sheraz garu,
Bhashya Sree, and producer
Surinder garu for giving me

Priyanka Chopra
cozy snowtime gl

of Malti

shares
Impses

Marie

Mumbai:
Global
sensation

Priyanka
Chopra
seems to
be making
the most
of the
Holiday
season with
her loved
ones in the

U.S. Taking a short break
from her work commit-
ments, she is spending time
with daughter Malti Marie
Chopra Jonas and husband
Nick Jonas. In her latest
post, PeeCee was seen cap-
turing her little bundle of
joy enjoying the snow sea-
son. Priyanka uploaded a
video on her Instagram han-
dle, where she and Malti
were seen taking a stroll
around the snow-clad city.
Dressed in a white coat and
pants, the little munchkin
looked adorable as she
twinned with her mom, who
looked as stylish as ever in a
beanie. Seeing snow, Malti
was unable to contain her
excitement and was seen
running on the snow-cov-
ered path while holding her
mother’s hand. “0 visibility
but...joy at a 100% (sic),”
Priyanka captioned the

post. PeeCee dropped anoth-
er post sharing a couple of
happy moments with Malti

and her mother,
Madhu
Chopra.
From
posing

with
her
mom,
t 0
going
on a
drive in the
snow, to little
Malti sitting next to
the fire to tackle the
cold, Priyanka’s
post gave out
wholesome holi-
day vibes. PeeCee
further
dropped a
clip of Malti
getting
delighted

after seeing her footsteps on
the snow-clad path.
Priyanka captioned the
post, “Proof that sometimes
happiness falls from the
sky.”
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