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Israel kills 11 Palestinians

despite ceasefire agreement

No personal agenda, will meet anyone for

entering Phase 2

State’ sdevelopent

January 16 TSIT : Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
on Friday asserted that he
had no personal agenda and
would meet anyone, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, solely in
the interest of Telangana’s
development and for secur-
ing funds and projects for the
State. Addressing a public
meeting at Nirmal after lay-
ing foundation stones and
inaugurating several devel-
opment works in the erst-
while Adilabad district, the
Chief Minister said politics
should be confined to elec-
tions and that collective focus
should thereafter shift to

the legacy of Kumuram
Bheem and the historic fight
for 9al, jangal and zameen’,
and said the district had not
received the level of develop-
ment it deserved. Mr. Reddy

and sought the cooperation of
all public representatives for
the project. The district
would also be developed as an
industrial hub, he said. The
Chief Minister proposed the

CM Revanth Reddy

once the airport becomes
operational. Stressing the
need to ensure irrigation
water for the region, he said
the Tummidihatti project
must be taken up and com-

Mr. Modi, he said it was the
Centre that had to provide
funds and projects, and that
unless the State’s require-
ments were conveyed, the
Union government would not

urged BJP leaders
Telangana also to approach
the Prime Minister and help
secure projects and financial
assistance for the State.
Announcing further initia-
tives, the Chief Minister said
an Advanced Technology
Centre would be sanctioned
for Nirmal district, 22 crore
would be allocated for the
development of the Nagoba
Jatara, and 300 crore had
already been spent on the
reconstruction and develop-
ment of the
Sammakka-Saralamma
Jatara.

Mr. Reddy said Hyderabad
had emerged as a global des-
tination for investments

Israel continued to attack Gaza, killing at least 11
Palestinians and wounding several others on

Thursday and Friday, January 15 and 16, even as
the ceasefire agreement with Hamas entered the
second phase. The United States on Thursday
announced Phase 2 of the ceasefire agreement
between Israel and Hamas. This phase will focus on
demilitarisation, technocratic governance and the
reconstruction of Gaza. On Thursday, Israeli air
strikes targeted areas like the central city of Deir
el-Balah, Kkilling 10. On Friday, as it continued its
drone strikes, Israel killed a 62-year-old Palestinian
woman in al-Mawasi in southern Gaza. Data by the
Gaza Health Ministry showed that Friday’s attack
took the tally of Palestinians killed since the initia-
tion of the US-brokered ceasefire in October 2025 to
452, Al Jazeera reported. Phase 2 of ceasefire
Representatives of Hamas and other Palestinian
factions were in Cairo, Egypt, for a discussion on
the ceasefire agreement. Most of the objectives set
during the first phase of the ceasefire brokered by
the United States were not met. The first phase of
the ceasefire was supposed to immediately halt the
fighting and facilitate the exchange of Israeli and
Palestinian hostages. Apart from this, a timeline
for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from parts of

development. Herecalledthat  assured that funds on par establishmentofanairportin  pleted. Mr. Reddy saidhehad  be aware of them. He alleged  and accused his critics of
the people of Nirmal had with those allocated to the Adilabad district and said been meeting the Prime that the previous govern- spreading false propaganda
placed their trust in him, Palamuru region would be about 10,000 acres of land Minister once every three ment had failed for a decade by alleging that the govern-
enabling him to become Chief ~ sanctioned for Adilabad diss would be required for the months to seek central assis- to effectively pursue ment was indulging in real
Minister. Describing  trict as well. He announced project. He suggested that tance for State projects. Telangana’s demands with estate business when it was,
Adilabad as a land of valour  that a university would be Prime Minister Modi be Responding to criticism over the Centre, resultinginsignif- in fact, striving to attract
and struggle, he referred to  established at the BasaraIllT  invited for the inauguration  his frequent meetings with icant losses to the State. He investments.

RBI issues revised Integrated Ombudsman Scheme 2026

Mumbai: The central 1, 2026. “As the intent of more of its officers as made generally for a
bank on Friday, January the Scheme is to provide RBI Ombudsman and period of three years at a
16, issued the revised a cost-effective and expe- RBI Deputy time. The Reserve Bank
Reserve Bank - ditious grievance Ombudsman, to carry said it will establish a
Integrated Ombudsman redress, the proceedings out the functions Centralised Receipt and
Scheme, 2026, aimed at under the Scheme shall entrusted to them under Processing Centre at one
further improving the be summary in nature the Scheme. The central or more locations, as
efficiency of the resolu- and shall not be bound bank on Friday, January may be decided, to
tion of complaints filed by any rules of evi- 16, issued the revised receive complaints filed
by aggrieved customers dence,” according to the Reserve Bank — under the Scheme and
of banks and other regu- circular on the revised Integrated Ombudsman process them.

lated entities. It will
come into force on July

Scheme. The Reserve
Bank will appoint one or

Scheme, 2026, The
appointments will be

Complaints can also be
filed online.

Gaza was also supposed to be drawn.
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Nation

I-PAC raids: ED’s probe obstruction very
serious, says SC, stays FIR against officers

AGENCY

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday, January
15, described the
Enforcement Directorate’s
(ED) allegation that Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
caused “obstruction” in its
probe as “very serious” and
agreed to examine whether a
state’s law-enforcing agencies
can interfere with any central
agency’s investigation into
any serious offence. The top
court stayed the FIR filed in
West Bengal against ED offi-
cials who raided the I-PAC
office and the residence of its
director, Pratik Jain, on
January 8 and directed the
state police to protect the
CCTV footage of the raids. A
bench of Justices Prashant
Kumar Mishra and Vipul
Pancholi issued notices to
CM Banerjee, the West
Bengal government, DGP

allegedly obstructing raids at
I-PAC premises. “According

to us, adherence to the rule of

law in the country and to
allow each organ to function
independently; it is necessary
to examine the issue so that
the offenders are not allowed
to be protected under the

—

involved and have been

raised, which, if allowed to
remain undecided, would
further worsen the situation,
and there will be a situation of
lawlessness prevailing in one
or the other state, considering
that different outfits are gov-
erning different places;” the

election work of any party.
But at the same time, if cen-
tral agencies are acting bona
fide to investigate any serious
offence, the question arises
whether agencies can be
restricted from carrying out
duties under the shield of
party activity, it said. The

court said that it was very
much disturbed by the com-
motion at the Calcutta High
Court during its hearing in
the Enforcement Directorate
raids case. The Calcutta High
Court had adjourned till
January 14 the hearing on
petitions related to the ED’s
search and seizure operations
at sites linked to political con-
sultancy firm I-PAC, citing
unmanageable chaos inside
the courtroom. As the hear-
ing commenced, the ED said
the West Bengal govern-
ments “interference and
obstruction” during the
probe agency’s raids reflects a
very shocking pattern.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the ED,
told the bench that in the past
also, whenever statutory
authorities exercised statuto-
ry power, Banerjee barged in
and interfered. “Tt reflects a

such acts, and the central
forces will be demoralised.
“The states will feel they can
barge in, commit theft, and
then sit on a dharna. Let an
example be set, officers who
were explicitly present there
should be suspended,” the
solicitor general said. Mehta
submitted that there was evi-
dence leading to the conclu-
sion that incriminating mate-
rial was lying in the I-PAC
office. “Let an example be set,
and officers explicitly present
there should be suspended.
Direct the competent author-
ity to act, and please take cog-
nisance of what is happening.
We are here to protect our
officers’ fundamental rights.
We are acting under the law
and do not seek personal
gains;” he said. Senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal opposed
Mehta’s plea and said the case
should be heard by the
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Where Tradition Meets

Hyderabad: Rekha
Boyalapalli celebrated
the Pongal festival at her
native village in a tradi-
tional manner, embrac-
ing the cultural essence
and spirit of the harvest
festival. Participating in
customary rituals, she
highlighted the impor-
tance of preserving tradi-
tions and carrying for-
ward India’s rich cultur-
al heritage to future gen-
erations. On the occa-
sion, Rekha Boyalapalli
said that traditions
reflect the identity, dig-

their roots and responsi-
bilities toward culture
and community.
Through the Rekha
Boyalapalli Foundation,
she continues to actively
promote cultural values
while supporting vari-
ous community-centric
initiatives. The
Foundation remains
committed to inclusive
progress that is firmly
grounded in tradition.
Rekha Boyalapalli’s
Pongal celebrations
reflected her values and
character where culture

Rajeev Kumar and top cops  shield of law-enforcing agen-  bench said. The apex court matter is posted for further very shocking pattern” Calcutta High Court first, nity, and values of socie- blends with courage, and
on the ED5 petitions seeking  cies of a particular state. said a central agency has no  hearing on February 3. Mehta said while contending and proper hierarchy should ty, and festivals like heritage walks hand in
a CBI probe against them for ~ “Larger =~ questions are power to interfere with the Earlier in the day, the top that this will only encourage  be followed. Pongal remind people of hand with social respon-

GITAM Congratulates Dr. Adurthy
Srivally on Ph.D. Achievement

GITAM Deemed to be
University, Hyderabad,
congratulates Dr.
Adurthy Srivally on the

Hyderabad teen attacked
during Puranapul violence
lodges complaint

Kamineni Hospitals launches World-class
Mother & Child Care Unit ‘M’Brace’

Hyderabad, Friday,
January 16th, 2025:

This initiative reflects our
commitment to holistic well-

- o/ " _ -

Hyderabad: A 19-year-old
man, Shaik Amaan, who
was attacked during vio-
lence at Puranapul in
Hyderabad, lodged a com-
plaint on Thursday,
January 15. In the com-
plaint, he mentioned that
on the night of January
14, 2026, he was returning
home from a friend’s
function with a compan-
ion. As herode his Activa
scooter near Puranapul
Darwaza Circle, uniden-
tified individuals sudden-
ly blocked the road and
began indiscriminately
pelting stones. One stone
struck the back of his
head, and another hit
him above his right eye-
brow, causing bleeding
injuries. In the ensuing
chaos and panic, he also
lost his mobile phone, an
iPhone 11 Pro Max.

HIS ACTIVA SCOOTER

DAMAGED
The attack escalated
when the assailants

poured petrol on his
parked Activa scooter
and set it ablaze.
Bystanders at the loca-
tion acted quickly to
extinguish the fire, but
the vehicle was signifi-

cantly damaged. The mis-
creants also damaged
other vehicles on the
road at that time.

Medical treatment
Suffering from physical
injuries, mental trauma,
and financial loss from
the damaged vehicle and
lost phone, the victim
first went to Osmania
General Hospital for
medical treatment.
Following his treatment,
he filed a complaint at the
Kamatipura Police
Station on January 15,
2026. He has stated that
the persons involved are
unknown to him and has
requested that legal
action be taken against
them for their serious
offences.

Hyderabad’s Puranapul
violence

Ten people, including an
inspector and a few con-
stables, were injured in
the stone pelting, and sev-
eral vehicles were dam-
aged late on Wednesday,
January 14, night.
Trouble started after
unidentified persons tore
a flexi at the Puranapul
temple.

successful completion of

her Ph.D. in
Mathematics. Her doc-
toral thesis,

“Mathematical
Modeling and Analysis
of Electroosmotic Flow
in Microchannel for
Microfluidic
Applications,” makes a
significant contribution
to the field of fluid
dynamics and microflu-
idics. Guided by Dr.
Motahar Reza, Associate
Professor, Department
of Mathematics, her
research provides theo-
retical insights into elec-
troosmotic and electro-
magnetohydrodynamic
flows of complex fluids

in microchannels, with
relevance to advanced
microfluidic  applica-
tions such as Lab-on-
Chip systems and target-
ed drug delivery. The
achievement was lauded
by Prof. D. S. Rao, Pro
Vice-Chancellor,

DVVSR Varma,
Resident Director, Dr.
M. Reza, Principal,

School of Science.

Reinforcing its legacy of
over three decades of clini-
cal excellence, Kamineni
Hospitals today announced
the launch of M’Brace,
Mother & Child Care Unit, a
world-class, integrated facil-
ity designed to provide
holistic, continuum-of-care
for women, children, and
families. M’Brace brings
together advanced medical
infrastructure, multidisci-
plinary expertise, and com-
passionate  support to
address the evolving needs
of maternal and child
healthcare. The launch of
M’Brace comes at a pivotal
time, as families increasing-
ly recognize that maternal
and child wellbeing extends
beyond clinical interven-

tions. While medical care
during pregnancy and child-
birth has advanced signifi-
cantly, emotional, mental,
nutritional, and develop-
mental needs are often
addressed in silos. M’Brace
responds to this gap with a
comprehensive, family-cen-
tered care model that sup-
ports women and children

from fertility planning
through pregnancy, child-
birth, postnatal care, and
early childhood develop-
ment. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Gayatri Kamineni,
CEO, Kamineni Hospitals
said, “ With M’Brace, we are
redefining maternal and
child healthcare by placing
families at the center of care.

being, addressing not just
physical health, but also
mental, emotional, and
nutritional needs, while
ensuring the highest stan-
dards of safety through our
advanced ICUs, cardiac sup-
port systems, and 24/7 blood
bank services.” M’Brace
builds on Kamineni
Hospitals’ long-standing
expertise as a trusted center
for high-risk pregnancies,
supported by comprehen-
sive critical care, state-of-
the-art cardiac systems,
robotic-assisted  surgical
approaches, and round-the-
clock emergency services.
The unit’s objectives
include improving maternal
and child health outcomes
through an integrated.

SOLAR ECLIPSE TO CREATE ‘RING OF FIRE’
ON FEB 17: WILL HYDERABAD WITNESS IT?

Hyderabad: Astrophiles
will once again get a
chance to look at the “ring
of fire” due to the annular
solar eclipse on February
17. However, those in
Hyderabad will miss it.
According to the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA),
an independent agency of
the US federal government
responsible for the civil
space program, space
research and aeronautics
research, the event will be
visible primarily over
Antarctica. Indian cities,
including Hyderabad, to
miss solar eclipse The
eclipse’s annular path
starts in the southern
Indian Ocean on February

17, crosses Antarctica’s
coastline by the Ronne Ice
Shelf and ends in the
southern Atlantic Ocean.
The greatest eclipse will
occur at 12:11 UT (5:41 pm
IST). All Indian cities,

including Hyderabad, will
not be able to witness this
annular solar eclipse and
the “ring of fire.” Different
eclipses Lunar eclipses,
like solar eclipses, occur
due to the rotation of the

Earth around the Sun and
the Moon around the
Earth. Due to this rotation,
at some point, the Sun,
Moon and Earth come into
a linear configuration.
Because of this, either the
Sun or the Moon becomes
invisible from the Earth.
In a solar eclipse, the Sun
becomes invisible because
its rays will not reach the
Earth, as they will be
blocked by the Moon. In
contrast, in a lunar
eclipse, Sun rays will not
reach the Moon, as they
will be blocked by the
Earth. In an annular solar
eclipse, because the Moon
is farther from Earth, it
appears too small to com-
pletely cover the Sun.

Internationally Acclaimed Director Anooya Swamy Prajavahini

Internationally Acclaimed
Director Anooya
Swamy?Prajavahini -
Bengaluru A new mile-
stone has been created in
the history of the Kannada
film industry. Bengaluru-
based young director
Anooya Swamy’s short
film Pankaja has earned
the distinction of being
the first Kannada short
film to be officially select-
ed for the world-renowned
Sundance Film Festival,
held in the United States.
A Government School Girl
Is the Star Anooya
Swamy, who is currently
pursuing her postgradu-
ate studies in film and tel-
evision in New York,
returned to Bengaluru
with the desire to intro-
duce a story from her
homeland to the world.
She selected Padmashree,

a third-grade student from
the government school in
Agara, Bengaluru, to play
the lead role. Actress

Harshani plays the role of

the girl’s mother.
Government School
Students Celebrate There

is an atmosphere of cele-
bration at the Agara gov-
ernment school as a film
featuring one of their stu-
dents has gained interna-
tional recognition. On
Friday, the film team
watched the movie along

with the students and

teachers. On this occa-
sion, child actor
Padmashree was felicitat-
ed and sweets were dis-
tributed. Expressing her
happiness, Padmashree
said, “I am very happy

that our film is being
screened in America. I
was not scared at all dur-
ing the shooting.
Everyone supported me a
lot. T am thankful to
Anooya for giving me this
opportunity.”

Once again, the young
girl has proven that stu-
dents from government
schools are second to
none. Director Anooya’s
Words Speaking on the
occasion, director Anooya
Swamy said, “I was born
and brought up in Agara. I
always wanted to direct
my first short film in the
place where I grew up. I
give great importance to
realism. I did not want to
choose any well-known
artists. I believed that
when newcomers are
given opportunities, they
bring honesty and natu-

ralness to their roles. That
belief has now come true.”
About the Film The short
film Pankaja delicately
portrays deep themes
such as trauma, grief, and
ambiguity in human life.
The film was shot at vari-
ous locations in
Bengaluru, including HSR
Layout, Malleshwaram,
Agara, a police station,
and stone quarries. More

than 50 technicians
worked on the film.
Honour for Kannada

Cinema Agara govern-
ment school headmaster
Rangaswamy congratulat-
ed Anooya Swamy on her
achievement of entering a
global film festival with
her debut film. He said
that this accomplishment
is a matter of pride for
Kannadigas and the entire
Kannada film industry.

Amazon Republic Day
Sale: Sennheiser Offers

Up to 50 Percent Off on
Premium Audio

January 2026 -
Sennheiser, a global
leader in audio technolo-
gy, announces exciting
offers on its premium
product range during the
Republic Day Sale 2026,
which begins on January
16 for all customers,
including Prime and non-
Prime members. Prime
members will enjoy early
access to the sale begin-
ning at midnight on
January 15.

Customers can also ben-
efit from up to 24
months of No Cost EMI
and additional dis-
counts on select bank
cards for Sennheiser’s
top products. The offers
cover a wide range,
including the Profile
Wireless microphone,
MD 421 Kompakt,
Neumann TLM 102, HD
630VB, MOMENTUM 4
Wireless headphones,
and MOMENTUM True
Wireless 4 earbuds,
with discounts of up to
50 percent.

PROFILE WIRELESS 2-
CHANNEL SET

Take your content to the
next level with the
Sennheiser Profile
Wireless, a compact, all-
in-one, two-channel wire-
less microphone system
designed for creators and
videographers on the
move. Featuring a 2.4
GHz dual-channel receiv-
er, two clip-on micro-

phones, and an ultra-
portable charging bar
that also functions as a
handheld interview
microphone, it delivers
professional-grade audio
with minimal setup.
Available at 21,990 during
the Republic Day Sale.
Click here to purchase.

HD 630 Wireless
Headphones

Enjoy extensive sound
customization with
Sennheiser’s first-ever
Parametric  Equalizer
and Crossfeed technology
for a more speaker-like
listening experience.
Supporting Hi-Res Audio
up to 24-bit/96 kHz over
USB-C and Bluetooth, the
HD 630 delivers up to 60
hours of battery life, with
a 10-minute rapid charge
providing up to 7 hours of
playback. Built on the
trusted MOMENTUM 4
frame, it offers all-day
comfort and premium
performance. Available
at 44,990, with additional
offers on select bank
cards during the Amazon
Great Freedom Sale.
Click here to purchase.

Sennheiser
Kompakt
Designed for demanding
studio and live environ-
ments, the Sennheiser
MD 421 Kompakt brings
the iconic MD 421 sound
into a more compact and
versatile form.

MD 421
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PROTIUM FINANCE LIMITED
(Formerly known as Growth Source Financial Technol

istered & Corporate Office Address: 7th Floor, Block B2, Phase - | Nirlon Knowledge

i
ParE Pahadi Village, Off. Western Express Highway, Cama Industrial Estate, Goregaon(E),
Mumbai- 400063, Maharashtra.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
of F Assets and of Interest Act, 2002 read
with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest {Enfurcemam} Rules, 2002.

Notice Is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Bo rrower/Co-Borrower/
Mortgagor (s) that the below described immovable properties mortgaged to the Secured
Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of
Protium Finance Ltd. the same shall be referred herein after as Protium Finance Ltd. The
Secured Assets will be sold on “As is where is”, "As is what is", and "Whatever there is"
basis through E-Auction. It is hereby informed to General public that we are going to conduct
public E-Auction through website

1. Account Number | GSO41EEL2471519,

2. Name of 1 Abhi Enterpllses Through M Propnetm H Manjunatha, 2. H
3. M Wio H, All having address at:

Ma. D54, Abhi Enterprises, Gajanana Magar, Madduramma Badavane,

Co-Borrower/

Mortgagors Mear Abhaya Astha Anjan crla Bangalore, Karnataka — 560091, Also
at: No. B2/4, 40 Feet Road, Mear Sri Abaya Asta Anjaneya Temple
Sreegandhakavaly, Bangalore North, Bangalore, Karnataka — 560091
3. Date of Demand Notice | 21st July, 2025
4. Amount as per |Rs. 55,35,453.38 (Rupees Fifty Five Lakh Thirty Five Thousand Four
Demand Notice |Hundred Fifty Three and Thirty Eight Paise Only)
U/s 13(2)
5. Date of Symbolic P [ 16th Dctober, 2025

6. Amount as on Rs. 59,65,357.16 (Rupees Fifty Nine Lakh Sixty Five Thousand Three
date Hundred Fifty Seven and Sixteen Paise Only) As on 10th Jan 2026

7. DESCRIPTION OF MORTAGE PROPERTY :- All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property
Bearing Site Mo. 57, As Per Present Computerised Form-B Property Bearing New Mo,
7790250520, Old Property Mo. 234/57, Situated At 1st Cross, Reddypalya, Hal Post,
Vibhuthipura Dhakle, Bangalore, Presently Within The Limits Of BBMP In Ward No. 87 —
HAL Airport, Measuring East To West 40 Feet And North To South 25 Feet, In All Measuring
1000 Square Feet, Along With Building Constructed Thereon, And Bounded On: East By —
Property Belongs To Dakshavardha, West By — Property Belongs To Somanna, North By
- Property Belongs To Singaram, South By - Road, Together With All Other Rights, Buildings,
Improvements And Easements Appurtenant Thereto

B. Reserve Price |Rs. 76,88,250 (Rupees Seventy Six Lakh Eighty Eight Thousand Two

Hundred Fifty Only)
9. Eamnest Money Deposit |Rs. 7,68,825 (Rupees Seven Lakh Sixty Eight Thousand Eight
Hundred Twenty Five Only)
10. Bid Amount (InRs.)  |Rs. 5,000 Five Th d Only)
11. E-Auction Date and Time 04th Feb 2026 irom 11 00 AM to ZH?U PM (with
eacl
12. EMD Last Date 03rd Feb 2026 up to 5.00 PM
13. Insp Date 28th Jan 2026 b 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

1. Al Interested participants / bidders are requested to visit the website
hitps://bankauctions-.in_& https:/protium.co.in/ For details, help, procedure and
online training on e-auction, prospective bidders may Contact Mr. Nitesh D Pawar
Contact number: 8142000725/ 8142000066. email id: 1

2. For $unher details on terms and conditions please visit hitps:/bankauctions.in &
https:#protium.co.in/ to take part in e-auction.

3. Important Information: This auction is published basis possession vide Sec 13(4) of
SARFAESI Act. Physical Possession will be offered post receiving Section 14 Orders as
per process laid down under SARFAESI Act and as and when physical possession will
be taken, Bidder shall do necessary due diligence in respect of documents and legality
befare participating in the auction proceedings.

THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6)/ Rule 9 (1) OF

SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES,2002

Date: 17-Jan-2026

Place: , Karnataka

Sd/-, For Protium Finance Limited
Authorised Officer

_ PROTIUM FINANCE LIMITED
(Formerly known as Growth Source Financial Technologies Ltd.)

Registered & Corporate Office Address: 7th Floor, Block B2, Phase - |
Nirlon Knowledge Park, Pahadi Village, Off. Western Express Highway,
Cama Industrial Estate, Goregaon(E), Mumbai- 400063, Maharashtra.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower
/ Co-Borrower/ Mortgagor (s) that the below described immovable properties
mortgaged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has
been taken by the Authorised Officer of Protium Finance Ltd the same shall
be referred herein after as Protium Finance Ltd. The Secured Assets will
be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis
through E-Auction. It is hereby informed to General public that we are going to

conduct public E-Auction through website http://bankauctions.in/

1. Account 1. GS003LAP2223712
Number 2. (A) Nandini Milk Parlour And Canten Through Its Proprietor
2. Name of Durgappa Thukaram S/o Durgappa (B) Durgappa Thukaram
Borrower, S/o Durgappa (C) Thukaram D @Durgappa Thukaram S/o

Co-Borrower/ |Durgappa (D) Akshata W/o Thukaram All Having Address

Mortgagors |At Nandini Milk Parlour And Canten Muncipal Complex, J
C Road, Sagara, Shivamogga, Karnataka 577401 Also At,
Srirampura Extension Shimoga Near Bhadrakali Temple
Shimoga, Karnataka 577401
3. Date of D d Notice  [22 Aug 2025

4. Amount as per
Demand Notice
U/s 13(2) 23rd Aug 2025.

Rs. 83,83,571/- (Rupees Eighty-Three Lakh Eighty-
Three Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-One Only) as on

Bengaluru

Historic Initiative to Integrate
Tribal Healers into Public
Health System

Hyderabad : In a land-
mark move to strength-
en community-based
healthcare, the Ministry

of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA), Government of
India, on Friday

launched a national-
level capacity building
programme to integrate
tribal traditional healers
into the country’s public
health system. The pro-
gramme was inaugurat-
ed at Kanha Shanti
Vanam in Hyderabad.
The initiative aims to
formally recognise tribal
healers and link their
traditional knowledge
with the modern health-
care framework, in line
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
of Viksit Bharat and last-
mile inclusive develop-
ment. The inaugural
programme was attend-
ed by Union Minister
for Tribal Affairs Jual
Oram, Minister of State
Durga Das  Uikey,
Telangana Minister for
Tribal Welfare Adluri

Laxman Kumar,
Mahabubabad MP
Balaram Naik, senior

officials, and represen-
tatives from leading
medical and research
institutions. About 400
tribal healers from vari-
ous States participated.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Jual Oram said
indigenous tribal med-
ical systems have sur-
vived for generations
and can play a vital role
in preventive healthcare.
He said institutions such
as AIIMS, ICMR, WHO,
and the Ministry of
AYUSH would provide

’.

o
.ﬁ-e’«.

technical training to
enhance the skills of
tribal healers. Telangana
Minister Adluri Laxman
Kumar said traditional
healers enjoy deep trust
within tribal communi-
ties and often serve as
the first point of contact
for  healthcare. He
stressed the need to
integrate them with
ASHA workers, ANMs,
Primary Health Centres,
and telemedicine servic-
es to improve healthcare
delivery in remote areas.
Union Minister of State
Durga Das Uikey said
Scheduled Tribes have a
crucial role in achieving
the goals of Viksit
Bharat, especially
through the integration
of traditional knowledge
with modern science. A
key highlight of the
event was the signing of
a Memorandum of
Understanding between
the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and the
ICMR-Regional
Medical Research
Centre, Bhubaneswar,
for establishing India’s
first ~ Bharat  Tribal
Health Observatory,
aimed at strengthening
health research and dis-
ease elimination efforts
in tribal regions.

CJI Kant asks lawyers to
actively engage in justice sys-
tem administration

AGENCY

New Delhi: Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant on
Thursday, January 15,
called upon lawyers to
wholeheartedly engage on
the administrative side of
the justice delivery system
and move beyond “articu-
lation of grievances” CJI
Kant, who was speaking at
an event organised by the
Delhi High Court Bar
Association (DHCBA) to
felicitate him, said when
the Bar and the bench
share the ownership of
“administrative innova-
tion”, the system is more
likely to command trust
even during the period of
transition. A Bar that is
prepared, ethical and con-
scious of its duties
strengthens the adminis-
tration of justice, and by
encouraging such a Bar
and acknowledging its
strength, the foundation
for the establishment is
reinforced, the CJI said.
“The Bar must extend
beyond the articulation of
grievances to proactive
engagement. It is here that
I call upon the members
of the Bar to engage
wholeheartedly in the
administration side of jus-
tice by offering practical

suggestions, volunteering
new systems and partici-
pating in consultative
processes to ensure that
reforms are not only well-
intended, but are work-
able also,” CJI Kant said.
During  the  event,
DHCBA president and
senior  advocate N
Hariharan raised some
“deep institutional con-
cerns’, such as inadequate
physical infrastructure
and “diminishing eleva-
tion” of lawyers from the
high court as judges.
“Despite 47,000 advocates,
only three have been ele-
vated as judges since
August 2024, Hariharan
said, adding that he was
“not questioning any indi-
vidual  appointments”
made to the high court.
Hariharan also raised the
issue of vacancies in the
high court. With 44 judges
against a sanctioned
strength of 60, there is a 27
per cent vacancy in the
Delhi High Court, he said.
In response, CJI Kant said
the system would address
these issues in due course.
He also praised the
DHCBA for its “collabora-
tive ethos” and said it con-
tributed to the growth of
arbitration and mediation.
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Next 2 decades very important
in making Viksit Bharat:
President Murmu

AGENCY

Amritsar: The next two
decades are very important
in making ‘Viksit Bharat]
President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday,
January 15, said, noting
that the future of India
depends on young people
who possess a scientific
temper, act responsibly and
serve selflessly. While
addressing the convocation
ceremony of the Guru
Nanak Dev University
here, she urged the higher
education institutions to
inculcate these values in
their students. She also
urged young students to
ensure that whatever pro-
fession they choose, their
contribution should
strengthen the nation and
reinforce human values.
During her address, the
president also touched
upon the drug problem
and said that the young-
sters of Punjab have been
affected the most in recent
years. This problem is
impacting not only health
but also the social, eco-
nomic, and moral fabric of
society, she said. “A lasting
solution to this problem is
essential for a healthy soci-
ety. In this context, the role
of educational institutions

like Guru Nanak Dev
University is crucial. All
stakeholders of this univer-
sity should make every
possible effort to guide the
youth in the right direc-
tion,” she said. Addressing
the students in the gather-
ing, she advised them to
remember that education
is not merely a means of
livelihood. It is also a
means of serving society
and the nation. She said
that they owe a debt to
society, which has con-
tributed to their education.
Making efforts to uplift
those who have been left
behind in the development
journey can be one of the
ways of repaying the debts.
The president said that
after completing formal
education students will
embark on their journeys
in different directions.
Some will serve in the gov-
ernment or private sector,
others will pursue higher
education or research,
while many will establish
their own ventures or build
their careers in teaching,
she said. While each field
requires different types of
qualifications and skills,
some qualities are equally
essential and helpful for
progress in every field.

5. Date of Symbolic Pc [08th-Nov-2025

6. Amount as on |Rs. 8760993/- (Rupees Eighty-Seven Lakh Sixty Thousand
date Nine Hundred Ninety-Three Only) as on date 16th Jan'2026

7. Descriptions Of The Immovable Property/Properties:- All That Piece And
Parcel Of The Property Including Vacant Site Property Bearing City Municipal
Council, Sagara, Property Khatha No: 614-614, [As Per Kmf 24 (Rule 53(1) (A)
Includlng Form No.3] Measuring 1293.97 Sq. Meters In All Total Measuring
1293.97 Sq. Meters Situated At Ward No:14, Black 20/9, Srirampura Extension,
Sagara Town, Bounded By East By: Remaining Land In Sy. No. 11/1A1, West
By: Boundary Stone In Sy. No. 12 North By: C.M.C. Road South By: Remaining
Land In Sy. No. 11/1a1

8. Reserve Price |Rs. 3,01,00,000/- (Rupees Three Crore Ten Lakh Only)

9. Earnest Money Deposit| Rs. 30,10,000/- (Rupees Thirty lakh ten thousand only)

10. Bid Increment Amount (In Rs.) | (Bid Incremental Value: Rs. 5,000/-)

11. E-Auction Date and Time 19-Feb-26 at 11:00 am to 2:00 PM (with
unlimited extension of 5 min each)

12. EMD Submission Last Date | 18-Feb-26 up to 5:00 PM.

13. Inspection Date |05-Feb-26 BETWEEN 11:00 AM TO 5 :00 PM

1. All Interested participants / bidders are requested to visit the website
https:/bankauctions-.in & https:/protium.co.in/ For details, help,
procedure and online training on e-auction, prospective bidders may
Contact Mr. Nitesh D Pawar Contact number: 8142000725/ 8142000066.
email id: nitesh@bankauctions.in / info@bankauctions.in

+  For further details on terms and conditions please Vvisit
https:/bankauctions.in & https:/protium.co.in/ to take part in e-auction.

THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6)/ Rule

9 (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES,2002

Date: 17.01.2026 Sd/-, For Protium Finance

Place: SHIVAMOGGA, KARNATAKA Limited Authorised Officer

IIFL HOME FINANCE LIMITED
IIFL House, Sun Infotech Park

Road No. 16V, Plot No. B-23, MIDC

4 , ,
X@X !IOINEL%AN Thanelndﬁstria'l Area, Waéle ,Estate,

and customers of

Gowripeta,
Kolar, Karnataka
April 20, 2026.

All  the

Headpost

customers

By virtue of this notice,
IIFL Home Finance Limited
are hereby informed that the IIFL Home Loan
branch at Ward No-11, South 1 Cross Road,

and general
requested to take note of the above and
visit iiflhomeloans.com/locate-us to find other
IIFL Home Loan branches near you.

Thane — 400604, Maharashtra
CIN: U65993MH2006PLC166475

the general public

Office Main  Road,

560036 will be closed w.e.f.

public are

@

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Muthoot Homefin | Corporate Office : Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg,

Near Ruparel College, Dadar(West) Mumbai, Maharashtra- 400 028

available, to redeem the secured assets

POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and
in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest(Enforcement)
Rules 2002, Demand Notice(s)issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/
Guarantor(s) mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4)
of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules. The borrower in particular and the publicin general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time

MYS-HL-000241 &
MYS-NHL-000242/
Mysore

152200434117001874, Situated At Mahadevapura

No. 58, South By: Road

Sr. | Name of the Borrower(s)/ Brief details of secured assets Date of Demand Posse-
No Co-Borrawer}s)/ Notice & Total Sl
*| Loan Account No./Branch Outstanding Dues (Rs.) Date
1. [Thimmaiah/ All That Part & Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 25-Oct-2025/ Rs. 12-Jan
Prema/ 1736/1/172/2/57, Old No. 1447/172/2/57, Pid No. 18,76,969/- Rupees 2026

Village, Srirampura Gramapanchayath, Mysore Taluk,
Mysore District, Measuring E-W: 9.144 Meters & N-S:
12.192 Meters. Totally 111.48 Square Meters Bounded
on: East By: Road, North By: Site No. 56, West By: Site

6,62,850/- Rupees Six Lakh

Eighteen Lakh Seventy Six
Thousand Nine Hundred
Sixty Nine Only & Rs.

Sixty Two Thousand Eight
Hundred Fifty Only

\Date: January 17, 2026, Place: Mysore

Sd/- Authorized Officer, Muthoot Homefin (India) Limited/

SRG
CIN: L65922RJ1999PLC015440

L7 SRG HOUSING|
FINANCE LIMITED

HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Reg. Off: 321, S M Lodha Cumplex Near Shaslrl Circle, Udalpur 313001(Ra]as(han)
Phone: 0294-2412609 E-mail: il com

Festivals Are
Gifts Given to Us
by Our Ancestors

TPCC Working
President
Jagga Reddy

Hyderabad: Telangana
Pradesh Congress
Committee  (TPCC)
Working President T.
Jagga Reddy said that
festivals are precious
gifts passed on to us by
our ancestors and play a
vital role in bringing
joy, unity, and cultural
continuity in society.
Jagga Reddy participat-
ed in the Sankranti cel-

2023 Parliament security breach on
Dec 13 can’t be comc1dence° Delhi HC

AGENCY

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Thursday, January
15, said the 2023 Parliament
security breach, which hap-
pened on December 13, the
anniversary of the 2001
Parliament terror attack, could
notbe a coincidence. A bench
of Justices Prathiba M Singh
and Sudha Jain made the
remarks while dealing with the
bail pleas of three accused -
Manoranjan D, Sagar Sharma
and Lalit Jha - in the security
breach case. Even as the coun-
sel for the accused submitted
that there was no connection
between the two incidents by
them as the accused in the
present case were merely
protesting unemployment, the
bench retorted, “It can't be a
coincidence... 13 December
cant be a coincidence The
senior lawyer appearing for the

accused said that while the

“way of protest” might not
have been right, the accused
people ought not to be kept in
jail indefinitely. “They had
anger, but I totally agree that it
was not the way to protest. If
we look at history, even the
English people did not keep
people behind bars for an
indefinite period,” the counsel
said. He emphasised that the
charges were et to be framed
and the accused were educated

youth with no prior involve-
ment in a criminal case. The
counsel for the police said the
prosecution had concluded its
arguments on the charge
before the trial court. The
court listed the matter for fur-
ther hearing in February and
asked the parties to go through
the Supreme Court's judg-
ment in the case of Gulfisha
Fatima, who was granted bail
recently in a 2020 Delhi riots
case under UAPA. The three

accused had moved the high
court against the dismissal of
their bail pleas by the trial
court in December 2024.
Accused Neelam Azad and
Mahesh Kumawat were grant-
ed bail by the high court in July
2025. In a major security
breach on the anniversary of
the 2001 Parliament terror
attack, accused Sagar Sharma
and Manoranjan D allegedly
jumped into the Lok Sabha
chamber from the public
gallery during Zero Hour,
released yellow gas from canis-
ters and sloganeered before
they were overpowered by
some MPs. Around the same
time, two other accused —
Amol Shinde and Azad —
allegedly sprayed coloured gas
from canisters while shouting
“tanashahi nahi chalegi (dicta-
torship won't work)” outside
the Parliament premises.

MP water contamination: Govt report
cites 7 deaths, no disease dlsclosed

AGENCY

Indore: The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment on Thursday, January 15,
submitted to the High Court’s Indore

[SIGNALS IGRONED, LIVES LOST (e
= SEWAGE- W.l".‘l! H?[LIHI
RED FLAGS IN THE PIPELINE CD—I..OCA!'IDN
* A 2022 scientific warning from Bhopal o ¥
accurately predicted the kind of EiSE WA

sewage-linked contamination that WUCT URAL
later turned deadly in Indore (2025) AL 108

W CRISIS IN CITY OF LAKES

tity: 39.4% get 20-6
get 60-100 Ipcd

e com ebrations held grandly - ' Dot -y bl T AW

at Ram Mandic Ram bench that seven people, includinga  |— o 20.1% reported
Whereas, the undersigned being the authorized officer of SRG Housing Finance Limited, 321, SM Lodha Complex, Near Shastri Circle, Udaipur > fi th-old infant. died duri o g joints fail, con-
- 313001 (Rajasthan), under the Securitization And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement Of Security Interest Act, 2002 and Nagar, Sangareddy, Ive-month-0 Iniant, die uring o el tamination directly oI55 L
. - - . . . . LRy . enters drinking water 14.8% fowl s as
in exercise of power conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notices alon with TGIIC an outbreak of Vomltlng and diar- - sww v nON-swM ) mrnsmucwne HMN
on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrowers/co-borrowersimortgagors/guarantors, to repay the g ; h . h itv’s Bhagi h e i e S R g ape i g e
amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notices. The borrowers/c o-borrowers/mortgagors/guarantors having failed to repay Chalrperson Nirmala rhoea in the CltYS aglrat pura i — unsatisfied vs 28.5% non-shum ground pipes c s b "
the amount, notice is hereby issued to the borrowers/co-borrowers/mortgagors/guarantors and the public in general, that the undersigned has ]agga Reddy The cele- area. The status report, hOWCVCI‘, did comumlu“m'amu > 1, z:.:m: :':::'L’.J.Eﬁ":;?'aﬁ: \‘;:L nnui k.-:s l.:‘t".:;wm

taken Symbolic Possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under section 13(4) of the said Act,
read with rule 9 of the said rules, on the dates mentioned against each account. The borrowersfco-borrowers/mortgagors/guarantors in particular
and public in general are hereby cautioned Not to deal with the properties and any dealing with the properties will be subject to the charge of
SRG Housing Finance Limited, 321, SM Lodha Complex, Near Shastri Circle, Udaipur — 313001 (Rajasthan), for the 1 below plus
future interest and cost/charges thereon until the realization.

The Borrowers/Co-borrowers/Mortgagors/Guarantors attention are invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the said Act, in
respect of time available to redeem the available secured assets.

. |Loan Account Number (Lan)/ [1) Date Of Demand Notice
|No.|Borrowers/ Co-Borrowers/  [2) Date Of Symbolic Possession

Coliform bacteria

not dear]y disclose the disease that #®  toirregular private supply supply and contamination risk

caused the deaths. The 158-page sta-
tus report was submitted to a division
bench of Justices Vijay Kumar Shukla | #8arkhess
and Alok Awasthi, which is hearinga | ot s
clutch of public interest litigations

brations were organized
under his leadership
and witnessed vibrant
participation from local
residents. On the festive
occasion, Jagga Reddy

New Market:

5 org /100 mi; |
Vijay Market | |
& Barkheda:

w

Description Of Imnmovable Property

(Together With Buildings And Structures Constructed, To * HIGH DISSATISFACTION IN

Guarantors 3) Claim Amount As Per Demand Notice Be Constructed Thereon Along With Fixtures And Fittings joy-fully flew kites along (PILs) related to deaths allegedly SPECIFIC ZONES
0 1.3
é;:fﬁ';eu To-The Earth And Anything Attached To The with his childhood caused by consumption of contami- | wa :
. |[HLRO0000000020491 1. Date Of Demand Notice- August 14,2025 |All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Owned By:- friends and  later nated water in Bhagirathpura. | 50 Wewer zones 10,513

had 86.7-100% satisfaction

nad 100 daily supply

Mr. M Shivakumara Cfo Mr.

2. Date Of Symbolic Possession- January 13,2026 |In The Name Mrs. Manjula Bai W/o Mr. Mallesh Naik
Mallesha Naik (Borrower) 3. Claim Amount As Per Demand Notice-(Having Property No.-183/1, Property Id No-
Mrs. Kavya D G Wjo Mr. M |6,83,740/- In Words Rupees Six Lakh Eighty-three|151200402800220140, Village-Ragimasalavada, Gram
Shivakumara (Co-Borrower-1) Thousand Seven Hundred And Forty Only As On|Panchayat-Harapanahalli, Tehsil- Harapanahalli,

danced to old popular
songs, creating a lively
and nostalgic atmos-

According to the status report sub-
mitted by a sub-divisional officer,
seven persons died in the area

(65), a five-month-old infant Avyan,
Arvind Nikhar (43) and Bhagwan

was brought dead to an urban pri-
mary health centre (UPHC). The

m- M;":‘i“!z (Bcai ‘é”“ Mr. ) é‘“gus‘ ”3'020250:'”3 F“‘Efe '"W"’“;S‘A' id 09' 5"25;;]00 s i fanage ‘Kaf;“’;a‘g” HaE"i"!l ;a"‘:j A;”a of phere. The celebrations between December 28 and January Bhame (73). The report stated that cause of death of five-month-old
allesh Nall 0-borrower- xpenses, Cost, arges, Etc. W.e.f. August A " q. Ft. Surrounde y:- East-Road, est— . . . . . .
2025, SandhuPassage, North-House Of Halibai, South--Road began at 12 noon and 12. They were identified as Urmila Urmila, Tara, Nandlal and Bhame infant Avyan and 43-year-old Nikhar

continued till 5 pm.

PLACE- KARNATAKA has been described as “unknown”.

DATE:- 17-01-2026

(60), Tara (65), Nandlal (70), Hiralal ~ died during treatment, while Hiralal

SDJ-
Authorized Officer, SRG Housing Finance Limited
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EDITORIAL

Kumaraswamy’s State Comeback
Sparks BJP Leadership Jitters,
Exposes Weak Opposition

Kumaraswamy's re-entry into state politics has turned the gun on Congress, but
the target is only BJP leaders! Vadiraj .B The idea that Kumaraswamy will re-
enter state politics has created a stir in state politics. It has made leaders sleep-
less nights, even in the ruling party, even in the alliance party BJP. If we look at
the current political situation in the state, it seems that the strongest opposition
party fighting against the government has declined. The reason for this is the
lack of leadership in the opposition party. When it comes to the BJP issue, those
in their own party are sharpening their swords against state president
Vijayendra. Behind-the-scenes efforts to change the leadership continue. The
high command is already considering bringing Union Minister Somanna to the
state BJP by giving him the title of state president. Now, when it comes to the
issue of opposition leader R Ashok, the lack of leadership is evident. The support
that should be received within the party is not being received. There is a doubt
that he has failed to take any issue against the government to the people so effec-
tively. It does not seem like many within the party have accepted Ashok as a
leader. The reason for this is that the label of adjustment politics is haunting
him. Thus, there is a lack of strong opposition leaders to fight the government.
Kumaraswamy, who was a dream come true for the BJP government As for
Kumaraswamy, was a toughest opposition leader for the previous BJP govern-
ment. Even in the session, Kumaraswamy's style of presenting documents and
evidence had disturbed the ruling party. In the last session, the way he exposed
the BMS Educational Institution scam and documents against Minister Ashwath
Narayan had attracted everyone's attention. Moreover, Kumaraswamy's words
are still respected by people, forgetting party differences. Kumaraswamy also
became a strong reason for the BJP's defeat in this assembly election. Prime
Minister Modi himself recognized Kumaraswamy's political acumen and hon-
ored him by giving him the influential position of Steel and Heavy Industries
Minister in the Union Cabinet. Kumaraswamy has also become successful
though in national politics. But if we look at the current state political situation,
the weakness of a strong opposition party to fight against the government is evi-
dent. In such a situation, the issue of Kumaraswamy's re-entry into state politics
has now become a new weapon for the opposition party. Yes, the opposition par-
ties should oppose everything that the ruling government stumbles. But it has
been said that the opposition party has failed to demonstrate it so effectively in
the state. Especially when the government takes any wrong decision, the opposi-
tion party has failed to protest effectively. However, even though a series of alle-
gations have been made against the Congress government, it has been accused
that the BJP has completely failed to use it as a weapon in the right way. In the
last 2 years, despite many allegations including serial corruption and zero devel-
opment, it has failed to use the issue of questioning and fighting it as a right
weapon. Even when 18 BJP party members were suspended for a long period, the
BJP had completely failed to protest effectively against the government. The
recent government land encroachment clearance operation in Kogilu Layout of
Yelahanka in Bengaluru had made an international splash. The Karnataka gov-
ernment's demolition of 200 illegally constructed Muslim houses was accused of
being a dictatorial attitude of the Deputy Chief Ministers. There were also suspi-
cions that the accused not only helped encroach on government land, but also
created fake documents and distributed plots to people and received money.
Even though the people who lost their houses were directly accusing the govern-
ment, the opposition parties were not very effective in using it, and limited it by
only forming a fact-finding committee and preparing a report and demanding an
NIA investigation. An influential leader is necessary for state politics.

Editorial

Rahul Gandhi would rue reading how,
between 1980 and 1982, Indira Gandhi
was vetoed four times by her cabinet
colleagues from implementing the
Mandal Commission report, some-
thing that could have been a game-
changer for the Congress.

In an engaging autobiography of P
Shiv Shankar, soon to be published by
Simon & Schuster India, the veteran
legal luminary gives a graphic
account of how PV Narasimha Rao, R
Venkatraman, Pranab Mukherjee
and Giani Zail Singh, who were hold-
ing external affairs, defence, finance
and home portfolios and were part of
the Cabinet Committee on Political
Affairs (CCPA), repeatedly rejected
and stonewalled a report meticulously
prepared by Bindeshwari Prasad
Mandal. Rahul Gandhi would rue
reading how, between 1980 and 1982,
Indira Gandhi was vetoed four times
by her cabinet colleagues from imple-
menting the Mandal Commission
report, something that could have
been a game-changer for the Congress.

In an engaging autobiography of P
Shiv Shankar, soon to be published by
Simon & Schuster India, the veteran
legal luminary gives a graphic
account of how PV Narasimha Rao, R
Venkatraman, Pranab Mukherjee
and Giani Zail Singh, who were hold-
ing external affairs, defence, finance
and home portfolios and were part of
the Cabinet Committee on Political
Affairs (CCPA), repeatedly rejected
and stonewalled a report meticulously
prepared by Bindeshwari Prasad
Mandal.

e ADVERTISEMENT - SCROLL
TO CONTINUE

How The Congress Lost Out

The implementation of the Mandal
Commission report, which discussed
jobs and quotas in educational institu-
tions, by the VP Singh government in
1990 altered the grammar and arith-
metic of Indian politics. "Mandal poli-
tics" or the process of 'Mandalisation'
of society, led to a seismic shift in
social and caste dynamics, redefining
power structures and solidifying caste
as a central factor in Indian politics. It
initially benefited regional outfits and
backward class leaders such as Lalu
Prasad Yadav, Nitish Kumar,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, but eventual-
ly consolidated the BJP at the expense
of the Congress. Although VP Singh's
tenure lasted for barely 343 days, his

actions made the "Mandal" identity a
permanent and irreversible feature of
the Indian political landscape. So,
even when the Congress government
under PV Narasimha Rao put the
Mandal report to action, it didn't get
any political dividends - both because
it failed to get the first-mover advan-
tage, and because Rao had always
been against caste-based reservation.
Decades later, in 2023-24, Sonia
Gandhi would tell the Congress
Working Committee, "I am 100% with
the caste census, we must get it done.
This is our highest priority." The com-
ment came when the Congress's apex
decision-making body passed a resolu-
tion to back conducting a caste-based
census and implement a quota within
quota in line with numerical strength.
The question that needs to be asked is,
have Congress leaders - particularly
those belonging to the upper caste -
had a change of heart, or are they over-
whelmed by Rahul's leadership quali-
ties? After all, right from the Indira
years to the UPA era, particularly in
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'It'll Divide Society': Why Congress
Buried The Mandal Report For Years

2010-2011, caste-based quota or census
was a thorny topic to even touch, caus-
ing a lot of division and disquiet.

Indira Gandhi Was For It

Shiv Shankar was the Union Law
Minister in the Indira cabinet. The
second Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes Commission,
which popularly came to be known as
the Mandal Commission, had con-
ducted a detailed study of the status of
those sections of society that were
defined in the Constitution as 'socially
and educationally underdeveloped'.
Rao, Mukherjee and Venkataraman
kept telling Indira, both personally
and in writing, that a decision taken to
implement the Mandal Commission's
suggestions may prove detrimental to
the country by bringing about "irre-
versible fissures between the people of
the country and lead to law-and-order
problems throughout the country
with riots erupting down to the village
level". Shiv Shankar writes how he
went numb when Indira Gandhi

showed him the letters of her commu-
nication with the CCPA. "These con-
tained the back and forth between her
and the committee. I very categorical-
ly told the PM that rejecting the report
would not only mean letting down a
large section of the people who have
faced neglect and discrimination
since times immemorial, but also
denying them a chance of redeeming
their lives. Implementation of the
Mandal Commission's recommenda-
tions would give them access to better
education and employment opportu-
nities, and through those, economic as
well as social development. I
explained to Mrs Gandhi that the
Backward Classes were a dejected lot
because they feel they have remained
underdeveloped for far too long." "I
agree with every word you have spo-
ken, Shiv Shankerji. In fact, I have
been thinking exactly along the same
lines. That is the reason I have sent the
matter back to the Cabinet Committee
of Political Affairs every time they
have rejected it," Shiv Shankar writes,
recounting Indira Gandhi's response.
The Law Minister explains how he
kept arguing that Backward Classes
were losing faith in the Congress "
because of a perception, right or
wrong, that the party is not attentive
to their interests". He said to Indira
Gandhi, "They probably think the
Congress has not stood by them,
Madam. No doubt we have been win-
ning elections all along, except in 1977.
But our percentage of votes has
always hovered around 40%. I strong-
ly suspect that the majority of the 60%
(who did not vote for us) would be
from the Backward Classes. If we have
their support, we would not only
increase our vote share, we could
become invincible."

BP Mandal's Scepticism

Indira, Shiv Shankar repeats, was per-
sonally keen to implement the report.
She gave two extensions to the
Mandal Commission, even though the
panel was set up by the Morarji Desai
government. In fact, when Desai and
Charan Singh governments fell in
quick succession and Shiv Shankar
spoke to BP Mandal to check the
Commission's progress, Mandal's
scepticism was barely concealed: "I
am grateful, Shiv Shankarji, but
please pardon me, I don't think I would
like to come. The government has
changed, and I do not think the new
government would be in favour of the
Commission completing its work. I

Pak Blames India For 'Losing' Afghanistan.

Numbers Tell A Differen

So finally, a Taliban diplomat is offi- N I
cially in charge in Delhi. The |, | Bt
Taliban's newly appointed ambassa-
dor to India, Noor Ahmad Noor, took
charge of the Afghan Embassy in
Delhi last week. A statement issued
by the Taliban's embassy in India on
Monday said he met Anand Prakash,
Joint Secretary of the Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran Division at the
Ministry of External Affairs, with dis-
cussions focusing on strengthening
political and trade ties, including eas-
ing visa procedures. Interestingly,
just about a year ago, on January 8,
India's Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri had met Muttaqi, the Taliban
foreign minister, in Dubai for
"detailed discussions" on bilateral
relations. This was the first high-level
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meeting between the two sides follow-
ing the Taliban's sweep to power in
Kabul in August 2021; it came after a
gap of four years. Following the meet-
ing, the Taliban Foreign Ministry
termed New Delhi a “significant
regional partner.” By then, the rift
between the Taliban and Pakistan
had come to the fore - it was a time
when Pakistan had launched
airstrikes in Afghanistan's bordering
regions to flush out terrorists, but
which, according to the Taliban, had
instead ended up claiming more civil-
ian lives. The spokesperson for the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs
had criticised the Pakistani air strike
on Afghanistan and the loss of civil-
ian lives. A Slew Of Visits Since then,
ties between India - which had been
reluctant till then to extend recogni-
tion to the Taliban - and the Taliban
have been dynamically developing.
Three high-level visits have taken
place by Taliban officials to Delhi in
quick succession. The acting Taliban
foreign minister, Mullah Amir Khan
Muttaqi, visited India in October, fol-
lowed by trade minister Haji
Nooruddin Azizi, and, more recently,
in December, the acting Health
Minister Noor Jalal Jalali. New Delhi
announced that it was upgrading its
representative office in Kabul to a
full-fledged embassy. And now, it has
welcomed the first official Taliban

envoy to be stationed in Delhi. Noori's
arrival coincided with a diatribe by
the Pakistani Information Minister,
Attaullah Tarar. Lashing out at the

growing diplomatic engagement
between the Taliban and India, he
questioned the nature of their cooper-
ation. While accusing the Taliban of
allowing Afghan soil to be used for
attacks against Pakistan, funded by
“foreign designs”, he bluntly asked,
“What kind of Islam is this where you
take money from India to carry out
explosions here?” Islamabad contin-
ues to accuse the Taliban and India of
supporting Baloch separatist groups
and the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP). Pak Needs To Look Within The
accusations come as Pakistan faces a
surge in militant violence, with over
5,000 terror incidents reported in 2025.
However, to allege that India was
behind them is a pathetic reflection of
Pakistan's own desperation. After all,
even in a world of constant geopoliti-
cal realignments and strategic shifts,
the speed with which India-Taliban
and Pakistan-Taliban relations have
redefined themselves is rare. The
only consistency is that Islamabad
continues to be at odds with whoever
happens to be in power in Kabul. The
appointment of Noor Ahmad Noor is
significant for the Taliban's efforts to
expand diplomatic presence abroad
and gain greater international

engagement. In this, India is neither
the first nor the only country to
accept a Taliban envoy. It is following
aregional consensus. China was tech-
nically the first one to accept an offi-
cial Taliban envoy in Beijing, fol-
lowed by Moscow, Tashkent, Astana,
Jakarta, and, of course, Pakistan.
India's View In fact, Afghanistan is
perhaps the only foreign policy suc-
cess for India in its turbulent neigh-
bourhood. As Bangladesh deepens
relations with Pakistan, whose intelli-
gence and army are now actively
playing a role in bilateral relations,
India's presence in Afghanistan gives
it strategic depth there. On the other
hand, India, as recently stated by
External  Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, is continuing with its
time-tested humanitarian and people-
centric approach to Afghanistan,
building on the already existing good-
will in the country towards India. But
cultivating ties with the Taliban also
opens uUp enormous economic oppor-
tunities for India. Afghanistan
requires massive investments in
almost all sectors of the country. It is
seeking India's help and expertise in
textiles and pharmaceuticals, but
requires investment and technology
in its trillion-dollar mining and infra-
structure sectors, in some of which
India has successfully implemented
under the previous government.

Chandigarh: India remains perpetual-
ly on the cusp of major defence deals,
the latest being long-delayed agree-
ments with Germany for six sub-
marines and France for 114 multi-role
fighter aircraft (MRFA) — both still
unsigned, and emblematic of the serv-
ices’ and the Ministry of Defence’s
chronic inability to convert intent into
action. The Indian Navy’s over Rs
70,000 crore or USD 8 billion Project
75(I) submarine programme, now cen-
tred on a German-designed platform,
has been more than two decades in
gestation, tracing its origins to the late
1990s and early 2000s. The proposed
MRFA buy, valued at between USD 25-
30 billion, was formally launched in
2019 after the collapse, three years ear-
lier, of the Medium Multi-Role Combat
Aircraft (MMRCA) tender for 126
Dassault Rafales. It had, however,
been under discussion for much of the
preceding decade, as the Indian Air
Force grappled with worryingly
declining fighter squadron numbers.
But years of platform evaluations, ten-
der revisions and procedural resets for
both procurements were yet to trans-
late into contractual closure. One
unresolved technical or commercial
issue after another continued to sur-
face — whether from the Services, the

-

MoD or both. High-level political
engagement between India, Germany
and France repeatedly raised expecta-
tions of a breakthrough, only to fade
without result. German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz’s recent visit to
Ahmedabad, for instance, fuelled
expectations that the long-pending
submarine joint venture between
Thyssen Krupp Marine Systems
(TKMS) and Mazagaon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) to domes-
tically construct six advanced Type
214 boats might be clinched, but to no
avail. After more than two years of
negotiations, the project remains
stalled over issues that were evident
from the outset — pricing, the scope of
technology transfer and the level of
indigenous content to be incorporated
in the boats. Alongside, in recent days,
focus has shifted to the impending
visit of French President Emmanuel
Macron on February 19, for the Al
Impact Summit in New Delhi. This has
also raised expectations that the
stalled MRFA negotiations, with the
Rafale widely seen as the frontrunner,
could see some progress. A two-star
Indian Navy veteran, involved with
the P75I project while in service, said
the operational gaps are widening as
the clock keeps ticking. The prolonged

R
uncertainty surrounding these two
critical platform acquisitions reflected
a procurement system paralysed by
procedure and loath to take timely
decisions. “Postponement, it seems,
remains the default option in such
cases, rather than any urgency to
shape outcomes,” he said, declining to
be named. The result, he added grimly,
was that the Indian military’s capabil-
ity gaps were being managed — but not
closed. Few materiel procurements in
recent years better reflect the systemic
dysfunction within the MoD and the
two services than the P751 and the
MRFA buys. Initiated years ago under
different governments, and driven by
operational urgency to arrest looming
capability gaps in two critical domains
—undersea warfare and air superiority
— both had morphed into case studies
in drift. The P75 was formally
launched 19 years ago, in 2007, and the
MRFA in 2017-18. Yet, mired in a
labyrinthine and over-engineered
acquisition process and constantly
shifting qualitative requirements,
both programmes had badly faltered.
It seems that as India’s maritime and
aerial threats mounted, the platforms
meant to counter them remained
stuck in files at the MoD and at respec-
tive Service headquarters.
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South Indian Bank Scripts Another Record
Quarter with Rs. 374 Cr. Net Profit

South Indian Bank had
declared the highest ever
quarterly Net Profit of Rs.
374.32 Cr. for Q3 FY 202526
registering a growth of 9%
compared to Rs. 341.87 Cr. in
Q3 FY 2024-25.

Key Highlights of Q3 FY26
Net Profit of the Bank for the
quarter is up by 9% from Rs.
341.87 Cr. in Q3 FY25 to Rs.
374.32 Cr. in Q3 FY26

Net Profit of the Bank for the
9-month ended has increased
by 9% to Rs. 1047.64 Cr. for
Dec-25 when compared with
Rs. 960.69 Cr. for Dec-24
Pre-Provisioning Operating
Profit for quarter is up by
10% from Rs. 528.84 Cr. in Q3
FY25 to Rs. 584.33 Cr. in Q3
FY26

Non-Interest Income
increased from Rs. 409.22 Cr.
to Rs. 485.93 Cr., registering a
growth of 19% on Y-o-Y basis
o Bank continues to main-
tain positive operating lever-
age for the 9-month ended
Dec-25 with 7.44% increase in
Net Total Income over 3.61%
increase in  Operating
Expense compared to the 9-
month period ended Dec-24

@ Gross NPA reduced by 163
bps from 4.30% t0 2.67% on Y-
0-Y basis

® Net NPA dropped by 80
bps from 1.25% t0 0.45% on Y-
o-Y basis

° PCR excl. write off
increased by 1177 bps from
TL73% to 83.5% Y-0-Y basis

® PCR including write off
increased by 1050 bps from
81.07% t0 91.57% Y-0-Y basis

0 Return on Assets contin-
ued to remain above 1%

o Slippage Ratio reduced by
17 bps from 0.33% in Q3 FY25
10 0.16% in Q3 FY26

DEPOSITS

® Retail Deposit grew by Rs.
13,142 Cr. from Rs. 1,02,421 Cr.
to Rs. 1,15,563 Cr., showing an
increase of 13% on Y-0-Y
basis

® NRI Deposit grew by Rs.
2,833 Cr. from Rs. 31,132 Cr. to

Rs. 33,965 Cr., showing an
increase of 9% on Y-0-Y basis
® CASA grew by 15% on Y-
oY basis with growth in
Savings Bank by 14% and
Current Account by 20%
respectively

ADVANCES

® Gross Advances grew by
Rs. 9,798 Cr. from Rs. 86,966
Cr. to Rs. 96,764 Cr., showing
an increase of 11% on Y-0-Y
basis

® Corporate Segment went
up by Rs. 3,397 Cr. from Rs.
34,956 Cr. to Rs. 38,353 Cr.,
showing an increase of 10%

on Y-0-Y basis
° A and above rated
Corporate Advance has

increased by Rs. 3,560 Cr.
from Rs. 21,068 Cr. to Rs.

Business

24,628 Cr.

® Business segment (incl
ML) went up by Rs. 2,007 Cr.
from Rs. 16,546 Cr. to Rs.
18,553 Cr., showing an
increase of 12%

® Gold Loan portfolio went
up by Rs. 4,337 Cr. from Rs.
16,966 Cr. to Rs. 21,303 Cr.,
showing an increase of 26 %
on Y-0-Y basi

® Vehicle Loan grew by 24%
Y-0-Y from Rs. 1,938 Cr. to Rs.
2,393 Cr. While announcing
thefinancial results, Mr. P. R.
Seshadri, MD & CEO of the
Bank, stated that the Bank’s
well-defined strategy contin-
ues to underpin its strong
business performance during
the period. The Bank record-
ed healthy growth across all
major segments — including
Corporate, MSME, Housing,

Auto and Gold loans — with a
steadfast focus on maintain-
ing asset quality.

He further highlighted that,
in line with the Bank’s strate-
gic intent of achieving
Profitability through Quality
Credit Growth, the Bank suc-
cessfully onboarded fresh
advances with a low risk pro-
file. Thisapproach, he noted,
reflects the Bank’s continued
commitment to sustainable
growth, prudent risk man-
agement and value creation
for all stakeholders. Bank’s
Capital adequacy Ratio stood
at 17.84% in December 2025,
indicating a strong capital
position, underscoring the
Bank’s sound capital man-
agement practices and capac-
ity to support future business
growth. The Bank’s financial
results include the financial
results of its wholly owned
subsidiary SIBOSL.

About South Indian Bank
South Indian Bank is a lead-
ing Kerala-based Private
Sector Bank with a nation-
wide presence. The Bank’s
shares are listed on The Stock
Exchange Mumbai (BSE) and
The National Stock Exchange
of India Ltd., Mumbai (NSE).
South Indian Bank has 948
branches, 2 Ultra Small
Branches, 3 Satellite branch-
es, 1143 ATMs and 126 CRMs
across India.
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Maruti Suzuki commences exports
of VICTORIS, badged as ‘Across’

New Delhi, 16 January

2026: Maruti Suzuki
India Limited (“Maruti
Suzuki”) today

announced the start of
shipment of its premium
SUV, VICTORIS, for
exports. Over 450 vehi-
cles have set sail from
Mundra and Pipavav
ports for global markets.
The SUV, which embod-
ies the brand’s ‘Got It All’
philosophy, will be glob-
ally sold as ‘Across’.
Engineered as a truly
modern SUV, VICTORIS
combines intelligent
technology and indul-
gent comfort with futur-
istic styling. The SUV
has demonstrated global

safety credentials, earn-
ing a 5-star safety rating
in both Global NCAP and
Bharat NCAP. Besides
this, the Made-in-India
SUV was also showcased
to international audience
at the Japan Mobility
Show 2025. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Hisashi
Takeuchi, Managing
Director & CEO, Maruti
Suzuki India Limited,
said, “Maruti Suzuki’s
export journey is guided
by the vision of Make in
India, Make for the
World. In calendar year
2025, with exports of over
3.9 lakh vehicles, we
emerged as India’s num-
ber one passenger vehi-

cle exporter for the fifth
year in a row. The year
also marked our re-entry
into Europe with the
start of exports of our
first Battery Electric
Vehicle, e VITARA.” He
added, “If we look at
growth of India’s passen-
ger vehicle exports in the
past five years from
CY2020 to CY2025, while
the rest of the industry
grew by 1.43 times,
Maruti Suzuki exports
grew by 4.67 times. The
addition of VICTORIS
will further support our
export ambitions, and we
are hopeful it will be well
received in international
markets.”

PERNOD RICARD INDIA LAUNCHES SEA-
GRAM'S XCLAMAT!ON IN TELANGANA

Telangana, 16 2026: Pernod
Ricard India announces
the launch of Seagram's
Xclamat!on in Telangana,
marking the company's
most ambitious innova-
tion in 30 years. Seagram's
Xclamat!on is India's sin-
gular brand portfolio hav-
ing five distinct spirit cate-
gories, Whisky, Vodka,
Gin, Rum, and Brandy, all
at a uniform price point, in
the premium admix seg-
ment. The brand is strate-
gically positioned in a size-
able white space at the
entry-level premium price
segment, catering to
India's rapidly growing
young adult consumer
base. The target consumer
is 26 — 30 years. These con-
sumers are effortless state-
ment makers and gravi-
tate towards what’s dis-
tinct. They connect in
tribes and when they get
together in mixed gender
gatherings, everyone has a
different preference of
beverage. That explains
the growth of categories
beyond Whisky, such as
Gin, Vodka, Rum and
Brandy. With over 20 mil-
lion consumers entering

thelegal drinking age cate-
gory annually, Xclamat!on
addresses an unmet mar-
ket need for quality spirits
at accessible premium
pricing.

The brand's proposition,
"It’s time for Xclamat!on”,
positions it as a catalyst
that transforms ordinary
moments into extraordi-
nary experiences, for
India’s new generation of
consumers.

Jean Touboul, CEO,
Pernod Ricard India, said,
"For over three decades,
Pernod Ricard India has
been at the forefront of
shaping the country’s pre-
mium spirits industry.
Xclamatlon is a brand
born from deep consumer
insight, designed for
India’s next-gen consumer

who seeks both premium
quality and variety for
mixed-gender social occa-
sions. Xclamat!on is bold-
ness, innovation, and cele-
bration in a bottle. The
launch marks our first
unified brand spanning
five spirits categories —
whisky, vodka, gin, rum
and brandy — in the pre-
mium admix segment that
is poised to outpace indus-
try growth in the next
decade. Xclamatlon is not
just a brand, it is a blend of
the finest Indian spirits
crafted with global know-
how for an exceptional
taste. " Xclamatlon's
"World Crafted for
Exceptional Taste" BTL
philosophy is based on the
range delivering excep-
tional taste at a very sweet

price point. The unified
brand spans five cate-
gories, each crafted to
deliver unmatched value
with distinct design, taste
and positioning. The
whisky is made from
Speyside’s Scotch malts
matured in dual cask,
blended with Indian grain
spirits to give a smooth
indulgence. The brandy
depicts a perfect mixture
of Indian and French
grape, matured in French
Limousin cask to give a
refined palate. The rum
offers a recherché of India
jaggery rum and aged
Jamaican spirit, crafted in
copper steel pots to give a
bold taste. The vodka is a
unique rhythm of Indian
terroir, trickle filtered
with Russian moonstone
technology to give
unmatched purity. The
gin rises from the infusion
of the natural flavors of
the juniper berries from
Germany with mixed
botanicals of India to give
7 distinct flavors.
Xclamatlon is more than
just a brand; it is a state-
ment of boldness, innova-
tion, and celebration.

TBZ-The Original celebrates 25 years of presence in
Hyderabad. Launches new showroom at Himayatnagar with
Inaugural offers Celebrating 161 Years of an Iconic Legacy

HYDERABAD,

16th

January, 2026: In a momen-
tous occasion that inter-
twines history, culture, and
luxury, TBZ-The Original,
India's most esteemed jew-
ellery brand, today
announced the opening of
its new showroom at
HIMAYATNAGAR,
Hyderabad. Already hav-
ing built a strong brand
and unique connection
with the city, this new store
will offer its customers a
superior experience, locat-
ed in the prime high street
area of Himayat Nagar
Main Road. The store also
commemorates the cele-
bration of  TBZ-The
Original’s presence in
Hyderabad for over 25
years. An integral part of
the city’s jewellery buying
rituals, TBZ- The Original
serves a diverse set of clien-
teles located at 3 distinct
locations - Punjagutta,
Kondapur and now
Himayat Nagar. To cele-
brate its Silver Jubilee,
TBZ-The Original
announced a month long to
celebratory offers wvalid
across its 3 stores in

Hyderabad: Assured Gifts
on Purchase + Exciting
Inaugural Offers: Upto Rs.
500/- per gram off on Gold
Rate Upto 100% off on
Making charges of
Jewellery Assured Gold
Coin on Diamond
Jewellery purchase
Assured Gift on every pur-
chase - Limited time only
Get 100% value on
exchange of any Old Gold -
without any deductions
T&C apply. The new show-
room at Himayat Nagar, is
the brand’s largest show-
room in the city, with over
5775 sq. ft area and spread
across 2 floors. The store is

a haven for jewellery
lovers, featuring an exten-
sive range of innovative
and attractive designs.
From contemporary pieces
to traditional jewellery,
every creation is a testa-
ment to TBZ-The Original’s
dedication to excellence.
Customers can look for-
ward to personalized atten-
tion, ensuring a shopping
experience that is as
unique as their taste.
Moreover, TBZ-The
Original’s Bridal
Collection is a harmonious
blend of opulent Indian her-
itage and modern crafts-
manship, designed to

enchant every bride. The
collection includes mes-
merizing engagement
rings, beautiful bangles
and kangan’s, intricate
necklaces, and more. Each
piece is TBZ-The Original
certified and carries the
BIS Hallmark, symbolizing
purity and quality.
Recently, TBZ-The
Original also launch their
“Dohra Collection”, a
unique Detachable Bridal
Jewellery concept which
has been highly commend-
ed across stores. Customers
can repurpose the jew-
ellery to suit multiple occa-
sions and needs as per their
preferences. Customers
can look forward to this
and many more intricate
pieces of work at the new
Himayat Nagar store.
Inaugurated by renowned
actress Raashii Khanna,
the store will display a rich
collection of Gold, Antique
and Temple Jewellery. It
will also showcase a stun-
ning collection of diamond
jewellery, all crafted in
TBZ-The Original's own
state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing facilities.

SRM University-AP Shines at 85 th All India
Inter-University Athletics Championships 2025-26

SRM University-AP
proudly celebrates an out-
standing achievement at
the 85 th All India Inter-
University Athletics
Championships 2025-26,
held in Mangalore, where
athletes brought home
three Gold Medals, mak-
ing it a moment of
immense pride for the
university. Anamika,
MBA student from Paari
School of Business (PSB)
secured Gold at the
Heptathlon with 5158

points. Aditya, B.A.
Sociology and
Anthropology  student

from the Easwari School
of Liberal Arts (ESLA),
won the Gold medal in
Javelin Throw with the
highest throw of 74.43 m
and Mubasina
Muhammed, B.Com. stu-
dent from Paari School of
Business (PSB) came first
in Long Jump with a
remarkable 6.15 m.
Director of Sports of SRM
AP, Dr Vir Ji Koul, spoke
on this remarkable
achievement, stating
“These gold medals are

not just wins on the podi-
um but milestones in our
students’ lives.” He said
that it is the immense
hardwork and persever-
ance that has made them
champions and brought
glory to their institute
and themselves.
Highlighting the dedica-
tion, discipline, and excel-
lence of the student ath-
letes and the unwavering
support and guidance of

trainers and coaches,
Vice Chancellor Prof. Ch.
Satish Kumar congratu-
lated the champions for
elevating the university’s
reputation. He stated that
SRM AP with its holistic
education  prioritising
academic, emotional and
physical well-being of its
students, are setting a
benchmark of sporting
excellence in national and
international platforms.

Thums Up Brings the Iconic ICC Trophy Closer
to Cricket Fans Across India at Major Airports

16th January, 2026: Thums Up, India’s
homegrown cola giant, is bringing
the prestigious ICC T20 Men’s World
Cup Trophy closer to fans through a
high-impact ICC Trophy Viewing
Experience in partnership with Delhi
Airport and Adani Airports across
three of the country’s busiest air-
ports. Rooted in its long-standing
partnership with the ICC, the initia-
tive celebrates India’s deep, emotion-
al bond with cricket by transforming
everyday transit spaces into
moments of national pride and fan-
dom. The initiative is being brought
to life in partnership with airport
operators. Thums Up has partnered
with Delhi Airport and with Adani
Airports at Ahmedabad and Mumbai
to ensure strong consumer engage-
ment and scale across transit hubs
that see millions of Indian travellers
every day. The ICC Trophy Viewing
Experience begins at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport, Ahmedabad on 15th
January, followed by Indira Gandhi
International Airport, Delhi on 16th
January and Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport,
Mumbai on 17th January and will be
showcased between 6am to 8pm on all
days. Delhi Airport will host a dedi-
cated ICC Trophy display, while

Ahmedabad and Mumbai will feature
an immersive LED mural photo zone
designed for fan engagement. As a
long-standing partner of the ICC,
Thums Up has consistently played a
role in bringing cricket’s biggest mile-
stones closer to Indian fans. The part-
nership is rooted in a shared belief in
the power of sport to unite the coun-
try and create moments that go
beyond the stadium, turning iconic
cricketing assets into lived, real-
world experiences for consumers.
Speaking on the initiative, Abhishek
Gupta, Chief Customer Officer, Coca-
Cola India and Southwest Asia said,
“Cricket is one of India’s most power-
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ful consumption moments and has a
unique way of bringing people togeth-
er, and Thums Up has always shown
up where that passion is strongest. By
taking the

ICC Trophy experience to India’s
major airports with our partners at
Delhi Airport and Adani Airports,
we’re meeting fans in the middle of
their everyday journeys, turning
transit spaces into meaningful touch-
points that reflect the scale, confi-
dence and boldness that define
Thums Up.” Speaking on the partner-
ship, Arun Bansal, CEO, Adani
Airports Holding Ltd. Said, “AAHL
proudly collaborates with Thums Up

to bring the ICC Trophy to
Ahmedabad and Mumbai airports,
turning everyday journeys into
vibrant moments of national pride,
fan engagement, and innovative trav-
el experiences. We are excited to
bring such momentous occasions for
our passengers, besides ensuring
impeccable infrastructure services.
Together, we're redefining transit as
a celebration of India’s sporting spir-
it.“ Rooted in sport as a powerful cul-
tural force, Thums Up has consistent-
ly pioneered new ways for fans to
experience the game beyond the
screen. From flying contest winners
to the ICC World Cup 2024 in West
Indies to creating high-impact, tech-
led moments around cricket, the
brand has turned major sporting
milestones into real, shared con-
sumption occasions. These experi-
ences reflect Thums Up’s belief that
sport is not just watched, but lived, on
the ground, in the moment, and on
scale. The ICC Trophy Experience
reflects Thums Up’s long-standing
association with cricket and its intent
to stay close to moments that matter
to fans. By placing the trophy at key
transit hubs, the brand aims to meet
fans where their journeys begin, cre-
ating memorable touchpoints around
the game they passionately follow.
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Budget 2026: Industru calls fnr strnnger push to domestic manufacturing

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS)
Industry stakeholders have
called for stronger push to
domestic manufacturing and the
'Make in India' initiative among
the top priorities for the Union
Budget 2026-27, a pre-Budget
survey conducted by the
Associated ~ Chambers  of
Commerce and Industry of India
(Assocham) said on Thursday.

The survey, conducted among
professionals across manufac-
turing, services, infrastructure,
IT/ITeS, startups and allied sec-
tors, found that 55 per cent of
respondents remain optimistic
about the business outlook over
the next 12 months, while 32 per
cent maintain a neutral stance
and only 13 per cent expressed a
pessimistic outlook.

Boosting domestic manufac-
turing emerged as the single
most important Budget priority
to advance the vision of an
Aatmanirbhar and Viksit Bharat,
followed by strengthening

MSME:s and simplifying tax and
compliance systems.

According to the apex indus-
try chamber, infrastructure and
logistics development, skills and
job creation, and accelerated

World

digital and Al-led growth also
featured prominently among
industry expectations from the
Budget. To accelerate manufac-
turing growth, industry partici-
pants said the budget should
focus on providing cheaper
long-term capital, enhancing
credit availability and offering
targeted tax incentives for tech-
nology upgradation, automation
and artificial intelligence adop-
tion. Expansion of PLI schemes
to more sectors, tax incentives
linked to Industry 4.0, rationali-
sation of customs duties on criti-
cal raw materials, and faster
clearances at industrial parks,
SEZs and industrial clusters
were also highlighted.

The survey further under-
scored the close link between

SATURDAY JANUARY 17, 2026

manufacturing growth and
MSME health, with 55 per cent
of respondents being MSMEs
themselves.

"Delayed payments and work-
ing capital shortages were iden-
tified as the most critical pain
points for MSMEs, reinforcing
the demand for cash-flow-based
lending, green-channel credit
linked to GST and e-invoice

data, and incentives for timely |

payments," the findings showed.
The survey report highlighted
that the Union Budget 2026-27
should prioritise execution-ori-
ented reforms, rationalise com-
pliance frameworks and deploy
targeted fiscal incentives to
unlock private investment,
strengthen MSMEs and enable
manufacturing scale-up.
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- Tesla sells 225 electric vehicles

in India in 2025

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS) US-based Electric vehicle
(EV) manufacturer Tesla sold 225 units of its only elec-
tric vehicle in India, Model Y SUV, in calendar year
2025, according to industry data.

Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) data showed that Tesla retailed 64 units in
September, 40 in October, 48 in November and 73 in
December. US electric vehicle maker is yet to complete
a year of retail deliveries in India as it opened its maiden
showroom in July.

The company currently offers the Model Y in India as
a completely built unit with a rear-wheel-drive (RWD)
powertrain. The standard RWD variant of Model Y is
priced at Rs 59.89 lakh (ex-showroom), while the Long
Range RWD is priced at Rs 67.89 lakh (ex-showroom).
Prices are significantly higher than those in overseas
markets due to India's high import duties on fully built
vehicles. Tesla operates experience centres in Gurugram,
Mumbai and Delhi, with around 12 superchargers and 10
destination chargers across those cities.

Tesla claims a range of up to 500 km and the Long
Range up to 622 km for Model Y.

India's startup"ecosyste"m accelerated under

Netherland-baed Nexpenas dlspute W|th [lhma dlsrupts supplu chains, hits automakers

PM Modi's leadership: Top entrepreneurs

New Delhi, Jan 15
(IANS) Prime Minister
NarendraModi has
played a decisive leader-
ship role in strengthening
India's startup ecosys-
tem, with his vision, top
entrepreneurs said on
Thursday. =

According to them, the |
development of dlgltal
public infrastructure such as the JAM
Trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile)
and UPI for making business easier and
more inclusive. Healthcare platform 1mg
CEO PrashantTandon said India today
offers everything an entrepreneur needs
to build and scale a business. "Since
Prime Minister Modi took charge, start-
ups have moved into the spotlight. India
has successfully established itself on the
global startup map," he said.

Tandon added that
startups are now widely
understood and support-
ed not only by entrepre-
neurs, but also by corpo-
rates, governments and
society at large.

"Strong public digital
infrastructure has
enabled founders to build
solutions aligned with :
the country's real needs," Tandon added. |
Urban Company co-founder and CEO
Abhiraj Singh Bahl said that when his
company started, India had only one or
two unicorns. "Over the last eight years,
the ecosystem has transformed dramati-
cally. Today, India has over 110 unicorns
and thousands of startups across sectors.
This growth is a result of the leadership
and support provided by Prime Minister
Modi," he said.

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS)

i Europe's legal and political con-

flict with China over control of
chipmaker Nexperia has disrupted
cooperation between raised
longer-term questions about sta-
bility within global supply chains,
a report said on Thursday.

The report from Investment
Monitor said the conflict between
Nexperia's Holland based compa-
ny and a key manufacturing site in

i China's Guangdong halted pro-

duction at multiple car manufac-
turing plants.

"As countries jockey for control
over different stages of the semi-
conductor value chain, it's going
to lay out these potential breaking

points,"  the report cited
Georgetown University Center for
Security and Emerging

i Technology senior data research

analyst Jacob Feldgoise.
Guangdong facility had pro-
duced about 50 billion units annu-
ally, roughly half of the compa-
ny's output before the dispute.
Semiconductor manufacturer
Nexperia is a Dutch subsidiary of
Wingtech Technology, a
Shanghai-based electronics firm

partly owned by the Chinese gov-
ernment. A Dutch court placed
Nexperia under trustee supervi-
sion in October, stripping parent
Wingtech Technology of owner-
ship rights and suspending
founder Zhang Xuezheng as chief
executive, Investment Monitor
said citing a Bloomberg report.

The Dutch court placed
Nexperia under the supervision
following allegations of improper
technology transfers and resource
diversion. Wingtech appealed
before the Dutch Supreme Court
denied any wrongdoing and nego-
tiated with trustees but political
tensions have persisted, the report
said. Some banks withdrew
financing to the company, includ-
ing an unused $800 million credit
line, it added. Both organisations
took steps to prepare for future
operations independently and the
Dutch side committed approxi-
mately $300 million to expanding
production capacities outside
China, aiming for 90 per cent non-
Chinese output by mid-2026.
Expansion efforts focus on facili-
ties in Malaysia and the
Philippines.

Nuvocoreports record 03 cement sales, EBITDA up 50% Yol

Jamshedpur, Jan 15: Nuvoco
Vistas Corp. Ltd., a leading building
materials Company in India,
announced its financial results for
the quarter ended December31,
2025. The Company continues its
progress on the strategic capacity
expansion in the East, coupled with
the project execution at the Vadraj
Cement facilities, which remains on
track, with the operationalisation of
the Clinker unit and Grinding units
planned in phases starting inQ3
FY27. These initiatives position
Nuvoco's total cement capacity at 35
MMTPA, thereby consolidating its
position as the fifth-largest cement
group in India for the long-term.

The Company sustained improved
YoYperformance despite macro
headwinds in the initial part of the
quarter. The Company achievedits
highest-ever third-quarter cement
sales volume of 5 MMT in Q3

8l pe Indians optimistic about future, uutpacilig global ﬁeers

designed to enhance influencer
engagement, transparency, and data-
driven channel growth.
Commenting on the performance
of the Company, Jayakumar
Krishnaswamy,Managing Director,
Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd., stated,
"Despite early macroeconomic
challenges from prolonged monsoon
Premium products continued their ~ and festivities that softened demand
strong momentum with in  October and November,
premiumisation sustaining at a December saw healthy double-digit
historic high of 44% for the second growth, demonstrating strong
consecutive quarter. The robust recovery momentum. The Company
performance highlights rising brand  delivered its highest-ever third-
traction for the NuvocoConcreto and  quarter volume and a 50% YoY rise
NuvocoDuraguard franchises, with in EBITDA, driven by a sustained
increasing recognition as trusted focus on premiumisation and
choices in building material operational excellence.The
applications. RMX business is Company also achieved the lowest
witnessing volume traction withinits  blended fuel cost in the last 17
Concreto range of products. quarters, at Rs. 1.41 per
Capitalising on the demand, the Mcal. Therefurbishment and project
division launched Concreto Tri execution at the Vadraj Cement Plant

il %

N S

toRs.386 Cr. in Q3FY26.

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS) India
is ranked fourth globally in public
confidence, and the country is head-
ed in the right direction, with 81 per
cent expressing optimism compared
with a 48 per cent global average, a
report said on Thursday.

The report from SEC Newgate
stated that India holds organisations
to high standards, with 89 per cent of
respondents ranking socially respon-
sible business as highly important
versus a global average of 80 per
cent.

ranked third globally in the commu-
nity's expectations of businesses to
communicate their values and speak
out on social issues.

The report, based on a survey con-
ducted among 20,000 people across
20 countries, showed that stronger
climate ambition is widely support-
ed, with 85 per cent respondents
believing businesses should speak
up on environmental issues, though
affordability pressures continue to
shape public acceptance.

Fewer respondents prioritised cli-

(Environmental, Social, and
Governance) is higher in India, with
81 per cent aware of the term and 47
per cent claiming a strong under-
standing, the report said.

"Notably, 61 per cent of Indian
respondents express a strong interest
in ESG issues once explained, com-
pared with 35 per cent globally rat-
ing high interest.

India is less fatigued by ESG
debates and more focused on visible
impacts that are locally relevant," it
said.

FY26,registering a 7% YoY growth. Shield, a specialised product are progressing steadily as planned. It highlighted a gap between mate action over business profitabil- Communities in India also show
Consolidated revenue from offering three-layer durability and a These strategic  expansions, | expectation and performance as 89 ity (69 per cent), keeping costs low  clear support for businesses invest-
operations grew 12%YoY to 50% increase in structural lifespan. supported by our focus on i per cent expected organisations to for consumers (62 per cent), or ing in local communities, domestic

Rs.2,701Cr. in Q3FY26. The Meanwhile, the MBM business premiumisation, cost and | act responsibly, while only 78 per increasing pay or benefits for employment, and responsible sourc-

Company also reported 50% launched the Nuvoco Zero M Unnati  operational efficiency, will drive our | cent saw visible performance. employees (57 per cent). ing.

YoYrise in consolidated EBITDA  App, a digital loyalty platform long-term competitive advantage." | Further, India has also been Familiarity with the term ESG
50 pc of Ind“ian startu"ps Ain! : o 1 d or | Elon Musk denies Grok generated
emoreine from Tor 2.3 oites; | IN0IA'S Unemployment rate remaing largely stable In December ©, e e toe coe stomimons

estimated at 59.0 per cent in
December 2025, in compar-
ison to 58.6 per cent in
November 2025. The urban
LFPR experienced a slight
dip to 50.2 per cent from
50.4 per cent during this
period.

Overall labour force par-
ticipation for females aged
15 years and above edged
up to 35.3 per cent from :
35.1 per cent in November

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS) Tesla CEO and founder of
Al firm xAl, Elon Musk, has said he is unaware of any
instances where Grok, xAl'schatbot, generated sexu-
alised images of underage individuals.

Musk posted on X platform that "I not aware of any
naked underage images generated by Grok.Literally
zero. Obviously, Grok does not spontaneously generate
images, it does so only according to user requests."

Musk's comments come after regulatory scrutiny on
reports that Grok had complied with requests to digitally
undress images of real people, including alleged cases
involving minors. He argued Grok only generates images
in response to user prompts and is designed to refuse ille-
gal requests, saying it "obeys the laws of any given coun-
try or state". "When asked to generate images, it will
refuse to produce anything illegal, as the operating prin-
ciple for Grok is to obey the laws of any given country or
state," the tech baron said.

"There may be times when adversarial hacking of
: Grok prompts does something unexpected.

New Delhi, Jan 15

(IANS) India's unemploy-

ment rate (UR) for persons
aged 15 years and above
remained largely stable in
December, estimated at 4.8
per cent compared to 4.7 per |
cent observed in November,
according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of
Statistics on Thursday.

The rural UR remained
stagnant at 3.9 per cent,
while the urban UR stood at 6.7 per
cent. Among rural males aged 15
years and above, the UR remained
low and stable at 4.1 per cent in
December 2025.

Further, the urban female UR
moderated to 9.1 per cent last month,
compared to 9.3 per cent in

women lead inclusive growth

DESI UDYOGINIS

EMPOWERING HER HUSTLE

u NEMPLOYMENT

p RATE

p

November 2025. The overall Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR)
among persons aged 15 years and
above showed an upward trend at
56.1 per cent in December, com-
pared to 55.8 per cent in November.

According to the official state-
ment, in rural areas, the LFPR was

2025.

In rural areas, it witnessed an
increase to 40.1 per cent during
December 2025 -- from 39.7 per
cent in the previous month and in
urban areas, it slipped slightly to
25.3 per cent in December from 25.5
per cent in November 2025.

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS) Startups are increasingly
bridging India's rural-urban divide by deploying solu-
tions across agri-tech, telemedicine, microfinance,
tourism, and ed-tech, directly addressing developmental
gaps and supporting rural livelihoods, an official state-
ment said on Thursday, ahead of the National Startup
Day. Notably, women-led startups are emerging as a key
driver of inclusive and regionally balanced growth, with

NITI Rayog unveils blueprint to empower MSMEs by buustmg scheme implementation, service delivery

more than 45 per cent of recognised startups having at
least one-woman director/partner as of December 2025.

"This reflects the emergence of innovation not only as
an economic engine but also as a driver of social equity
and balanced regional development," according to the
official statement.

Over the past decade, India has rapidly evolved into
one of the world's largest startup ecosystems, with more
than 2 lakh startups as of December 2025.

Major hubs like Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Mumbai, and
Delhi-NCR have been at the forefront of this transforma-
tion. At the same time, smaller cities are also steadily
contributing to the momentum, with around 50 per cent
of the startups emerging from tier 2 and 3 cities, reflect-
ing the democratisation of entrepreneurship.

The Startup India Initiative, led by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) under
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has emerged as
the cornerstone of India's innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem.

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS)
NITI Aayog on Thursday
released a detailed blueprint to
improve outcomes for the micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) by streamlining
scheme implementation,
strengthening inter-ministerial
coordination, and enhancing the
delivery of financial, skill, mar-
keting, and innovation support.

The report, titled 'Achieving
Efficiencies in MSME Sector
through  Convergence of
Schemes', outlines a strategic
roadmap to strengthen the effec-
tiveness of government support
for MSME:s in the country.

Among other suggestions, the
report proposes an Al-powered
centralised digital platform inte-

grating MSME schemes, com-
pliance, finance, and market
intelligence.

"Drawing on global best prac-
tices, the portal would feature

information, process, compli-

ance, and market research mod-
ules, supported by Al chatbots,
dashboards, and mobile access
for real-time support to
MSMEs," NITI Aayog said in a
statement. Further, the report

evaluates existing government
schemes and programmes for
the MSME sector, assesses the
current level of convergence
among them, and identifies best
practices from central, state, and
international experiences, offer-
ing actionable recommendations
to unlock convergence opportu-
nities and undertake corrective
measures to improve efficiency,
outreach, and impact of MSME
schemes. There are 18 schemes
spanning critical support areas
such as credit assistance, skill
development, marketing sup-
port, innovation and R&amp;D,
technology and quality upgrada-
tion, and infrastructure develop-
ment. The report recommends a
two-pronged approach to con-

vergence, comprising informa-
tion convergence and process
convergence. "Information con-
vergence focuses on integrating
government-generated data at
the central and state levels to
improve coordination, enable
informed decision-making, and
strengthen governance out-
comes," it highlighted.

Two, process convergence
aims at aligning and unifying
schemes to reduce redundancies,
streamline  operations, and
improve service delivery.

This includes merging similar
schemes, combining common
components, and fostering col-
laboration across ministries and
states to create a cohesive
MSME support ecosystem.
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Men's U19 World Gup: Henil Patel's fifer helps India beat USA by six wickets

Bulawayo (Zimbabwe), Jan
15 (IANS) Henil Patel bagged
the first five-wicket haul of the
tournament and helped multiple-
time champion India make a
winning start to their campaign
in the ICC Under-19 Men's
Cricket World Cup with a six-
wicket victory (via DLS
Method) over the USA at the
Queens Sports Club in
Bulawayo on Thursday.

Five-time winners India
inserted in the USA after
winning the toss, and Henil Patel
instantly validated that decision
by delivering a fiery opening
spell that broke the resistance of
the USA top order. The right-
arm pacer picked up three
wickets inside the first 12 overs
as the USA were reduced to
35/4.

The Indians then tightened the
screws on the USA middle-order

to pick up wickets at regular
intervals as DeepeshDevendran,
Ambarish RS, Khilan Patel, and
VaibhavSooryavanshi all picked
up a wicket each. Patel then
returned to clean up the tail and
bag the first fifer of the

tournament to bowl USA out for
just 107 inside 36 overs.
SOORYAVANSHI SETS
RECORD
The USA made a good start to
proceedings with the ball,
dismissing early Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi, who set a world
record by making his debut in
the U19 World Cup at the age of
14 years and 294 days, breaking
the 18-year-old record held by
Indian-origin player Nitish
Kumar, who made his debut for
Canada at the age of15 years and
245 days.

Just when skipper Ayush
Mhatre and Vedant Trivedi
appeared to steady the innings,
the game was halted because of
the lightning protocols. Rain
followed and ensured the game
was suspended for long enough
for it to be reduced to 37 overs
when it resumed after a long
break. Chasing a revised target
of 96, India were rocked by two
quick wickets as skipper Mhatre
(19) and Trivedi (2) were
dismissed, leaving India
struggling at 25/3. But Abhigyan
Kundu and Vihaan Malhotra

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

SATURDAY JANUARY 17, 2026

weathered the storm and slowly
turned the tables on the USA
bowlers, stitching together a
counter-attacking 45-run
partnership that got India closer
to the target. Malhotra's
dismissal didn't prevent the five-
time winners from cruising
home and putting their first
points on the board.

India will be back in action
against Bangladesh for their
second game in Group A on
Saturday. The USA will take on
New Zealand on Sunday, with
both matches set to take place at
the Queens Sports Club in
Bulawayo.

Brief scores: USA U19 107
all out in 35.2 overs
(NitishSudini 36; Henil Patel 5-
16) lost to India U19 (revised
target 96 - AbhigyanKundu 42
not out; RitvikAppidi 2-24) by 6
wickets (DLS method).
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Mitchell Starc bags ICC Men's
Player of the Month Award

Dubai, Jan 15
(IANS) Australia's
talismanic bowler
Mitchell Starc has
been named as the
winner of the ICC
Men's Player of the
Month award for
December,
following his
splendid
performance
against England in
the Ashes 2025-26.

The 35-year-old
was on a roll in the
recently concluded
Ashes series. taking 31 wickets and contributing with
two half-centuries. His outstanding all-round
performance earned him the Player of the Series award.

Australia's left-arm fast bowler was nominated for the
Player of the Month award after he took 16 wickets and
scored 139 runs across three tests in December.

Starc was proud to have won the award on the back of

a successful home Ashes win.

Adelaide International: Andreeva,

Shnaider set up all-Russian semis clash |

Adelaide, Jan
15 (IANS) World
No. 8 Mirra
Andreeva stormed
into the semifinals
of the Adelaide
International,
setting up an all-
Russian  clash
against Diana
Shnaider after a
dominant victory
over local hope Maya Joint in Adelaide on Thursday.

event ahead of the season's first Grand Slam, offering
players a final chance to fine-tune their form for
Australian hard courts. Andreeva, the third seed, proved
too strong for local hope Maya Joint in a battle between
two rising teenagers. The Russian star dispatched the
32nd-ranked Australian with a commanding 6-2, 6-0
victory to book her place in the final four.

India Open 2026: Lakshya Sen beats Henta Nishimoto to reach QFs; Srikanth,

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS)
Former champion LakshyaSen
relied on his strong defence and
injection of pace to defeat
Japan's Kenta Nishimoto, while
KidambiSrikanth and HS
Prannoy's inspired performances
were not enough in the second
round of the India Open 2026 at
the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi on
Thursday. Sen packed off

i Nishimoto 21-19, 21-11 to
The Adelaide International serves as a crucial warm-up

advance into the quarterfinals
after Srikanth had gone down
21-14, 17-21, 21-17 against
BWF World Tour Finals winner
Christo Popov of France, and

India's challenge in the
women's section of the BWF
World Tour Super 750 event
being organised by the
Badminton Association of India
also came to an end after the
fifth-seeded Chinese Han Yue
accounted for MalvikaBansod
21-18, 21-15. The going was
tough even for Sen in the initial
stages of the first game against
Nishimoto, as the Indian was
struggling to find his rhythm and
the length of his strokes. The
Indian Oil employee trailed the
Japanese 11-16 in the opening
game and then 14-18, but kept
on engaging his opponent in

-
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claw back. He won five straight
points to take the lead and then
wrapped up the opening game
on the very first opportunity. Sen
was much more clinical in the

grew in confidence, the 24-year-
old mixed his half smashes with
clever reserve drops to keep his
opponent guessing and sealed
his quarterfinal spot in 50

Prannoy crash out

Nishimoto (Jpn) 21-19, 21-10;
5-Christo Popov (Fra) bt
Kidambi Srikanth 21-14, 17-21,
21-17; 3-Jonatan Christie (Ina)
btYushi Tanaka (Jpn) 21-15, 21-
19; 8-Loh Kean Yew (Sin) bt HS
Prannoy 18-21, 21-19, 21-14; 2-
Kunlavut Vitidsarn (Tha) bt Lu
GuangZu (Chn) 21-14, 21-16.
Women's singles: 1-AN Se
Young (Kor) bt Huang Yu-Hsun
(Tpe) 21-14, 21-9; 7-Ratchnok
Intanon (Tha) bt Mia Blichfeldt
(Den) 21-16, 21-11; 5-Han Yue
(Chn) bt Malvika Bansod 21-18,
21-15; 4-Chen Yu Fei (Chn)
btBusananOngbamrungphan
(Tha) 21-11, 21-13; Natsuki

Prannoy lost to eighth seed Loh
Kean Yew of Singapore 18-21,
21-19, 21-14.

long rallies and came up with
some brilliant defensive strokes
to parry Nishimoto's smashes to

second game, varying his pace
and going for the kill whenever
he found an opportunity. As he

minutes.
Important results:
singles:

Men's
Lakshya Senbt Kenta 16.

Nidaira (Jpn) bt 8-Tomoka
Miyazaki (Jpn) 21-19, 8-21, 21-

Washington Sundar ruled ov

New Delhi, Jan 15 (IANS) India
all-rounder Washington Sundar has
been ruled out of the five-match
T20I series against New Zealand, as
he is still recovering from a rib
injury he suffered during the ODI
series opener in Vadodara, sources
told IANS on Thursday. The five-
match T20I series, which is set to
begin on January 21 at the Vidarbha
Cricket Association Stadium in
Nagpur, is part of India's preparation
for the T20 World Cup, which starts
on February 7. It remains unclear
whether the all-rounder will recover

t uf NI T2[l|s with rib injury

in time for the marquee tournament.

"Washington is ruled out of the
T20Is against New Zealand, as he
would take at least a few more
weeks to recover from the injury
suffered in the Vadodara ODI.

It is yet to be known if he will be
fully fit in time for the T20 World
Cup," said a source familiar with the
matter to IANS.The source further
said, "Washington is likely to report
to the CoE in Bengaluru on Saturday
and will know more about his
recovery timeline once he reaches

there."

ODI formats.
Fresh off a

continued to

commanding
campaign in the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup 2025, Wolvaardt
showcase
brilliance, rounding off a remarkable
year by registering three centuries

her

|aura Wolvaardt named Player of the Month for December

Dubai, Jan 15 (IANS) South
Africa's captain, Laura Wolvaardt,
has bagged the Player of the Month
award for December after her
remarkable performance in the last
month of the year 2025, which
helped the team register series
victories against Ireland in T20I and

across formats in just one month.

Wolvaardt was at her destructive
best in the opening T20I, blasting an
unbeaten 115 at a staggering strike
rate of 205.35, an innings studded
with 15 boundaries and four sixes.
Her dominance carried into the ODI
series, where she opened the batting
and played a key role throughout.
After a steady 31 in the first match,
she struck back-to-back centuries,
hammering 124 off 111 balls in the
second ODI before finishing
unbeaten on 100 in the final game to
seal the whitewash.

Najmul sacked as players'
revolt puts BPL in limbo

Dhaka, Jan 15: The crisis-ridden Bangladesh Cricket
Board stared at the prospect of its flagship T20 league
coming to a halt after senior national players revolted
against it for not sacking director Najmul Islam for his
disparaging comments against them even though the
BCB removed him as head of its finance committee.

Despite the removal of Najmul from the key BCB
post, two matches of the ongoing Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) scheduled on the day were postponed and
the tournament itself looked in disarray due to the
players' firm stance.

The cricketers taking part in the BPL were unified in !

their demand for immediate removal of Najmul as BCB | Keys 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 in one

director. BCB removed Najmul as chairman of the
board's finance committee but he remains a Board
director, a position that can be taken from him on
disciplinary grounds. "...Following a review of recent
developments and in the best interest of the organisation,
the BCB President has decided to release Mr.Najmul
Islam from his responsibilities as Chairman of the
Finance Committee with immediate effect," said the
BCB in a statement."Until further notice, the BCB
President will assume the role of Acting Chairman of the
Finance Committee. The BCB reiterates that the interests
of the cricketers remain its highest priority."

Adelaide, Jan 15
(IANS) Defending |
champion Madison Keys
suffered a shock exit
from the Adelaide
International on
Thursday, crashing out in
the quarter-finals after a
three-set defeat to
Canada's rising star
Victoria Mboko. World
No. 17 Mboko, 19,
defeated ninth-ranked

hour and 53 minutes for her second career
victory against a top-10 opponent. Eighth
seed Mboko struck first by breaking Keys
early to take the opening set but struggled
to match the American's powerful serving
in the second. In the deciding set, Mboko
was clinical on serve, winning 75 percent
of points on her first delivery and
capitalising on the only break opportunity
she earned. "I know she won this
tournament last year and, of course, the

Australian Open. I knew coming into this

match it had to be a big
fight, so I'm glad I got it
done," Mboko said on
court after the match, as
reported by Xinhua.
Keys had won the
~ | Adelaide International
title in 2025 before going
on to claim her first
career Grand Slam title at
the Australian Open

in action in Melbourne
on January 18 to defend
her title. Mboko will play Australia's
Kimberly Birrell in Friday's semifinal,
after the world No. 107 came back from a
set down to beat Romania's
JaquelineCristian 5-7, 6-1, 7-5 in a three-
hour epic. Birrell led 5-2 in the first set
and had five set points but could not make
the most of the opportunities as Cristian
won five games in a row to seal the set.
Birrell flipped the momentum in a
dominant second set where she won the
opening five games.

weeks later. She will be

Jsr officials appointed arbiters
at National School Games

Jamshedpur, Jan 15: The 69th
National School Games Championship
2025-26 is currently underway at
Khelgaon, Ranchi, with over 300
participants competing in the Under-14
boys' and girls' categories. The
prestigious event has drawn participation
from 31 sports units, representing states
from across the country.

Two officials from Jamshedpur, Dr
SuchetaBhuyan and Mrs ShwetaKumari,
have been invited to serve as match
arbiters for the championship. Their
selection reflects recognition of their
experience and contribution to the sport.

Narendra Kumar Tiwary, General
Secretary of the East Singhbhum District
Chess Association, extended his best
wishes to both officials and the
participants for a successful and
competitive championship.

Sabuj Kalyan Sangh to host first
Rapld Chess Tournament on Jan 18

League

Jamshedpur, Jan 15: .
PST-11 emerged champions K
of the Chamber Premier
(CPL)

2026,

Jamshedpur, Jan 15: Sabuj Kalyan
Sangh, Telco, will organise its first-ever
Rapid Chess Tournament 2026 on
January 18 at the Sabuj Kalyan Sangh
campus, marking a new milestone for
chess promotion in the area.

The event has already received an
encouraging response, with over 100
players registered so far. Top seed of the
tournament will be Kumar Sankalp, with
an Elo rating of 1771, while Ishani
Choudhary (rating 1462) will be the top-
seeded player in the women's category.
The organisers have announced a total
cash prize of Rs 40,000, along with 36
trophies for boys and girls across various
age groups.

am, and the first round will begin at 8:30
am. The tournament will be played in
eight rounds.

The entry fee has been fixed at Rs 650.
The tournament will be conducted under
the supervision of Chief Arbiter Jayant
Kumar Bhuyan, with Vishal Kumar Minz
as Deputy Chief Arbiter. A final
preparatory meeting was held to finalise
all technical aspects of the event.

The meeting was attended by office-
bearers of Sabuj Kalyan Sangh, including
Pradeep Ghoshal, Joy Jyoti Khatua,
Deepak Banerjee, Mithilesh Ghosh,
Sudhir Bhattacharya and Subroto Bose
along with Narendra Kumar Tiwary,
General Secretary, East Singhbhum

defeating PRW-11 by a
convincing margin of 134
runs in the final match held
at the Tube Makers Club
Ground. The two-day fifth
edition of the tournament
was organised by the |
Singhbhum Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
January 13 and 14.

The final began at 7:00
pm and witnessed an
impressive performance by
PST-11, which dominated the
match from start to finish.
VikasAgarwal was named Man of
the Match for his outstanding
contribution in the final. The
details were jointly shared by
Chamber President ManavKedia
and Honorary General Secretary
PuneetKanwatia

The closing ceremony took
place at 8:30 pm at the same
venue. MukulChaudhary, Chief
Sports, Tata Steel, attended as the
chief guest, while Rajiv Badhan,
Secretary of Cricket Country
Club, Ranchi, was the guest of
honour. They presented trophies
to the winning and runner-up

prizes to all participating players.

Addressing the gathering,
MukulChaudhary appreciated the
enthusiasm of business owners
and entrepreneurs for sports
despite their busy schedules, and
praised the Chamber for
promoting a healthy lifestyle.
Rajiv Badhan also lauded the

PST-11 cllnches Chamber Premler League 2026 title

Chamber to continue
supporting sports activities.

President ManavKedia
.| said the Chamber has begun
organising sports events
alongside its regular
activities to promote fitness,
camaraderie and
sportsmanship among its
members. He added that the
number of teams is likely to
be increased to eight in the
next CPL season.

Six teams-PST-11,
Executive-11, PRW-I11,
- | Trade-11, Industry-11 and

| Tax & Finance-11-
participated in the
tournament. The top four
teams qualified for the semi-finals
played on January 14.

Individual honours went to
Vinit Kumar Lala (Man of the
Series), Pritam Jain (Best
Batsman), AshutoshKabra (Best
Bowler), VinitLala (Best Fielder)
and SugamSaraiwala (Best
Wicketkeeper)

Reﬁorﬁn% time for Elaiiers will be 8:00 District Chess Association. . teams and distributed consolation initiative and encouraged the .
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“Heartfelt thanks to every single audience for giving us
such a massive success” — Star Entertainer Naveen
Polishetty at the Anaganaga Oka Raju Thank You Meet

“This is the first
Sankranthi in six years
that truly gave me satisfac-
tion” - Producer
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi
Arriving as a Sankranthi
gift and showering the-
atres with nonstop laugh-
ter, Anaganaga Oka Raju is
racing ahead toward a sen-
sational blockbuster sta-
tus. Starring star enter-
tainer Naveen Polishetty
in the lead, the film is pro-
duced by Suryadevara
Naga Vamsi and Sai
Soujanya under the ban-
ners of Sithara
Entertainments and
Fortune Four Cinemas,
and presented by Srikara
Studios. The film is direct-
ed by debutant Mari, with
Meenakshi Chaudhary as
the female lead. Released
on January 14 amid huge
expectations, Anaganaga
Oka Raju received an
extraordinary response
from the very first show.
Along with rib-tickling
comedy, the film touched
hearts with its emotional
moments, earning praise
as a true festive entertain-
er. In just two days, the
film created a sensation by
collecting a massive ?41.2
crores worldwide. With
collections pouring in at
the box office backed by
overwhelming audience
support, the team organ-
ized a Thank You Meet to
express their gratitude.
Speaking at the event,
Naveen Polishetty said,
“First of all, Sankranthi

greetings to everyone. My
heartfelt thanks to each
and every audience mem-
ber who gave us such a big
success, and to our media
friends who stood by us
with immense support.
Sithara Entertainments is
a blockbuster production
house that has delivered
many milestone films.
Recently, one or two films
from the banner did not
perform as expected. At
such a time, audiences giv-
ing a blockbuster in the
form of Anaganaga OKka
Raju has brought great
happiness to all of us.
Seeing a smile on Naga
Vamsi garu’s face especial-
ly made me very happy. I
wish he always stays smil-
ing like this. I must special-
ly talk about our gurus
Trivikram garu and

Chinna Babu garu. They
trusted us and encouraged
us greatly for this film. The
episodes they believed in
and allowed us to retain
are now receiving tremen-
dous appreciation from
audiences. From the very
first scene to the interval,
audiences are laughing
continuously in the first
half. The political enter-
tainment in the second half
is also getting an excellent
response. I always priori-
tize entertainment in my
films, but this time we also
wanted to deliver strong
emotions along with it. I
admire Rajkumar Hirani’s
films, and with that inspi-
ration, we attempted some-
thing similar in Telugu.
We watched the film in a
mass theatre like
Sriramulu, and the way

Sl

audiences enjoyed the
entertainment and show-
ered applause during the
emotional scenes made us
feel that our story connect-
ed with all sections of view-
ers. As a hero, this is only
my fourth film and my first
Sankranthi release.
Despite competition from
big films, audiences made
our film a blockbuster. A
dialogue from a Trivikram
film says there’s some
power behind you. The
power behind me is the
audience. They are the
ones carrying my
films forward. . -
From someone "
who once 4 &
w e n t g
around ‘!
asking

for just
o n e

From a 10-Minute Short Film to a Rs. 10-
Crore Feature Film: AVAA International

Short Film Contest Season 1 Announced

On the auspicious occasion of
Sankranti and Pongal, AVAA
Entertainments announces
the launch of the AVAA
International Short Film
Contest — Season One, a
unique, director-centric ini-
tiative aimed at discovering
and encouraging new film-
making talent across India.
The production house
extends warm wishes to
everyone for a very Happy
Sankranti and Pongal.
Designed as a director-
focused reality format, the
contest invites aspiring film-
makers to submit short films
with a maximum duration of
10 minutes, judged purely on
storytelling and directorial
vision. The standout high-
light of the contest is its grand
reward — the winning direc-
tor will get an opportunity to
direct a ?10-crore feature film,

e

produced by actor and film
producer  Mr. Vishnu
Manchu. Known for his con-
stant support of emerging tal-
ent, Vishnu Manchu’s vision
behind this initiative is to pro-
vide deserving directors a

genuine gateway into main-
stream cinema. With this ini-
tiative, AVAA
Entertainments reinforces its
commitment to nurturing
fresh voices and shaping the
future of Indian cinema.

chance, to receiving four
consecutive hits, I sincere-
ly thank every Telugu fam-
ily for this love. I'll contin-
ue to work harder than
ever to entertain you.
Director Maari’s contribu-
tion is unforgettable. He
also played a key role in
the writing. When I was
feeling low while writing
the story after an accident,
our co-writer Chinmayi
filled me with motivation.
Meenakshi Chaudhary and
Rao Ramesh garu delivered
outstanding performances.
Thanks to Mickey J. Meyer
garu for the wonderful
music. When writers,
artists, and directors are
trusted and given creative
freedom, this is the kind of
output that comes. My
heartfelt thanks to Naga
Vamsi garu for trusting us
and giving us complete
freedom. Thanks to every-
one who was part of this
film. Many film personali-
ties congratulated us say-
ing we delivered a great
Sankranthi film. Those
who haven’t watched
Anaganaga Oka Raju yet,
please book your tickets
immediately. You will defi-
nitely enjoy it.” Producer
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi

said, “This is the

Sankranthi that gave me
true satisfaction after six
years. After Ala Vaikunta
Puramuloo in 2020, this is
the first Sankranthi to give
me that level of fulfillment.
My heartfelt thanks to
audiences for delivering
such a big success this
Sankranthi. Thanks to the
media for the tremendous
support. Many producers
wished for this film to suc-
ceed, and with everyone’s
blessings, we achieved this
level of success. Fans are
also showing massive sup-
port on social media, and a
big announcement that
will make them happy is
coming soon. Even though
two big films released this
Sankranthi, our distribu-
tors stood strongly by us
and allotted sufficient the-
atres, which helped us
achieve a 741 crore gross in
just two days. My thanks to
all distributors who trust-
ed me and Naveen and
stood by us. Releasing a
film during Sankranthi
and delivering a hit is very
special to me. Special
thanks to Naveen for being
a key part of this success.
Meenakshi Chaudhary
dedicated an entire year
exclusively to this film,
and I sincerely thank her.
For any script-related
doubts, I constantly dis-
cussed with creative direc-
tor Chinmayi, and I prom-
ised her that if this film
succeeds, I’'ll introduce her
- as a director under our
banner. Trivikram

BENGALURU
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Energetic Mass Track
Basavanna From Arjun’s
Seetha Payanam Unveiled

Multi-talented actor and
director Action King Arjun
is gearing up with his

upcoming film Seetha
Payanam. Produced under
the Shree Raam Films
International banner, the
movie marks the silver-
screen debut of Arjun’s
daughter Aishwarya Arjun
as the female lead. The film
also features Niranjan,
Sathyaraj, Prakash Raj,
and Kovai Sarala in key
roles. Along with directing,
Arjun himself plays a spe-
cial character, while his
nephew Action Prince
Dhruva Sarja appears in a
striking cameo. The newly
released song ‘Basavanna’,
introducing Dhruva Sarja’s
character, has grabbed
instant attention. The track
hints at Dhruva Sarja por-
traying a powerful and
intense role as Basavanna.

\

Anup Rubens’ composition
is packed with high energy,
showcasing the importance
of the Basavanna character

in the film. Kasarla
Shyam’s lyrics deliver
goosebumps, while the

vocals by Nakash Aziz and
L. Keerthana are vibrant
and appealing.
Choreographers Lalitha
Shobi and Srishti Varma
have added dynamic visu-
als to the song. From the
glimpse this track offers,
Dhruva Sarja is all set to
become one of the film’s
biggest strengths. The team
has now completed the
shoot and post-production
work. The makers have
already announced that the
film will release on
February 14, hitting
screens on a grand scale in
Telugu, Kannada, Tamil,
Malayalam, and Hindi.

Mumbai: In an industry
where success is celebrated
loudly and failures are
quickly forgotten, Kartik
Aaryan has chosen a differ-
ent path. The actor is win-
ning hearts not for a block-
buster, but for a bold and
generous decision after his
latest film struggled at the
box office. Kartik’s roman-
tic comedy Tu Meri Main
 Tera Main Tera Tu Meri,
co-starring Ananya
Panday, released dur-

ing the festive
Christmas season

with high expecta-
~tions. The promo-
tions were ener-
getic, the songs
trended

online, and

fans expect-

ed another

crowd-pleaser. However,
once the film hit theatres,
the response turned luke-
warm. Ticket sales dropped
quickly, and the movie
failed to recover its big
budget.

Kartik Aaryan refuses to
take remuneration

While most stars walk away
from underperforming proj-
ects without looking back,
Kartik reportedly chose to
forego Rs.15 crore from his
acting fees to ease the finan-
cial burden on the produc-
ers. In Bollywood, where
star salaries are often fixed
regardless of box office
results, such a gesture is
rare. His decision reflects
not just professionalism, but
empathy for the team that
believed in the project.
Industry insiders say the
move has earned Kartik

Kartik Aaryan walks away from
his Rs 15 crore paycheck: Reports

immense respect. Crew
members and trade analysts
have praised him for stand-
ing by his film even when it
didn’t deliver expected
results. It sends a strong
message that filmmaking is
teamwork and success or
failure belongs to everyone
involved. ~ Rumours of
strained relationships with
producers and talent agen-
cies surfaced after the set-
back, but sources close to
the actor have dismissed
them. Kartik is already mov-
ing forward with new proj-
ects and continues to be one
of Bollywood’s most bank-
able young stars. While the
film may not have worked
magic at the box office,
Kartik Aaryan’s real-life
gesture has certainly struck
the right chord proving that
sometimes character mat-
ters more than collections.

Introducing The Graceful Nabha Natesh As Parvathi From
Nagabandham, Pan-India Release In Theaters This Summer

Abhishek Nama’s ambi-
tious mythological action
drama- Nagabandham,
starring Virat Karrna,
continues to scale new
heights as it nears the
final stages of production.
While the film is already
making waves for its mas-
sive scale and mystical
storyline, the team has
now unveiled the captivat-
ing first look of lead
actress Nabha Natesh as

Parvathi. Marking the
occasion of  Makara
Sankranthi, the poster

showcases the graceful
Nabha Natesh in a gor-
geous and traditional
avatar. Draped in an ele-
gant saree and adorned
with intricate jewellery,
she radiates poise, purity,
and spiritual warmth. Her
soulful expression hints at
a character deeply rooted
in devotion and mythic
grace. Adding to the visu-
al richness, a vivid blue
bird rests near her hand,
complemented by the

*

presence of a majestic pea-
cock and a temple back-
drop. This poster perfectly

-

captures the essence of the
character and the film’s
thematic core. Iswarya

Menon is the other hero-
ine, with stalwarts like

Jagapathi Babu,
Jayaprakash, Murali
Sharma, and B.S. Avinash
in pivotal roles.
Nagabandham unfolds

against the backdrop of
India’s ancient Vishnu

temples. The storyline
explores the sacred mys-
teries of the

Nagabandham tradition,
weaving mythology, sus-
pense, and divine legacy
into a gripping contempo-

rary narrative. With
Soundar Rajan S handling
cinematography, RC

Pranav overseeing editing,
and Ashok Kumar taking
care of production design,
the film promises visual
excellence. Backed by pro-
ducers Kishore
Annapureddy and Nishitha
Nagireddy, Nagabandham
is gearing up for a grand
multi-language release in
Telugu, Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada, and Malayalam,
this summer.

PRABHAS NIMMALA'’S “MIRACLE”:
FIRST LOOK RELEASED

Starring Randheer
Bheesu - Hebbah Patel as
the lead pair, with senior
actors Sriram and Suresh
in key roles, “Miracle” is
being made as an out-and-
out action entertainer.
Produced jointly by
Ramesh Eggidi, Srikanth
Mogadasu, and Chander
Goud under the Saida
Family Entertainment
banner, “Miracle” is
directed by Prabhas
Nimmala, known for films
like “Satya Gang” and
“Fighter Shiva.” The first
look of the film was
released today (January
16) as a Sankranthi spe-
cial. Mrs. Jyotsna is the
co-producer of the film.
The film’s first schedule,
packed with high-octane
action sequences, has
been completed success-
fully. The second schedule
is set to commence from
January 22 in and around
Hyderabad. In “Miracle,”

Randheer Bheesu plays
the hero, while Hebbah
Patel stars as the female
lead. Akshara Nunnna
Sujana appears as another

heroine. Senior actors

Sriram and Suresh will be
seen in crucial roles.
Naidu Pendra is being
introduced as the villain.
Veteran film journalist
Dheeraj Appaji will be

seen in a special role as a
Forensic Officer. The film
also features Janardan,
Yogi Katre, Vijay Surya,
Inthiyaz, Sai Baba, Dil
Ramesh, Jhansi,
Suryanarayana, Sridhar,
Srikanth, Shiva, Aamani,
Haimavathi, Navya
(Ammu), Bezawada
Mastan, R. Kumar, and
several others in impor-
tant roles. Speaking on
the occasion, the produc-
ers said:

“After proving his direc-
torial strength with Satya
Gang and Fighter Shiva,
director Prabhas
Nimmala is now coming
up with his third film
‘Miracle.” Hebbah Patel’s
glamour, powerful per-
formances by senior
actors Sriram and Suresh,
and high-voltage action
blocks will be the major
highlights of the film. The
second schedule will
begin from January 22.”
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