
OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

11-01-2026

Total pilgrims: 76,447
Tonsures: 21,708
Hundi kanukalu: 3.42 CR 
Waiting Compartments... 04

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 04 H

Prosecutors seek death 
penalty for ex-South 
Korean president Yoon

CM Revanth Greets Telugu People on Sankranti
Hyderabad (TSIT):  Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy extended warm greetings to 
Telugu people across the State and around 
the world on the auspicious occasion of 
Sankranti.In his message, the Chief Minister 
expressed hope that the festivities of Bhogi, 
Sankranti, and Kanuma would usher in 
prosperity, happiness, and well-being in 
everyone’s lives. He wished that people cel-
ebrate the harvest festival with joy, unity, 
and renewed optimism.
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Attack on Tamil culture: 
LoP Gandhi criticizes 
Centre over Vijay's 'Jana 
Nayagan' certification delay

ININBRIF
Gold, silver prices 
ease amid profit 
booking at 
record levels
Mumbai (TSIT): Gold and silver 
prices eased on Tuesday amid 
profit booking, after they surged 
to record high levels over worries 
of the US Justice Department's 
action against the Federal 
Reserve Chair. MCX gold 
Februar y futures eased 0.44 per 
cent to Rs 1,41,400 per 10 grams 
around 1.15 pm, while MCX sil-
ver March futures traded flat 
with a negative bias down 0.01 
per cent at Rs 2,68,926 per kg. The 
price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold 
was at Rs 1,40,482 down from Rs 
1,40,499 of previous day's close, 
according to data published by 
the India Bullion and Jewellers 
Association (IBJA).

Congress seeks 
clarity on CPC talks 
with BJP, RSS
New Delhi (TSIT): The 
Congress on Tuesday questioned 
the “closed-door” meetings held 
by a delegation of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
with leaders of the BJP and RSS, 
demanding full transparency 
and accountability from the 
Union government on India’s 
policy towards its neighbouring 
country. Addressing a press con-
ference here, Congress media 
and publicity department head 
Pawan Khera raised objections 
to the CPC delegation’s interac-
tion with senior RSS leader 
Dattatreya Hosabale and BJP 
leaders, asserting that “non-state 
players” should not be allowed to 
influence state policy.
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BJP has weakened MGNREGA, 
says DCM DK Shivakumar

Bengaluru (TSIT) Deputy 
Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Tuesday 
accused the BJP-led Centre 
of weakening the 
MGNREGA scheme, 
which he said played a cru-
cial role in rural develop-
ment. Addressing a prepa-
ratory meeting of the 
‘MGNREGA Bachao 
Sangram’ at Palace 
Grounds in Bengaluru, the 
DCM said the employment 
scheme introduced during 
the UPA government 
under Sonia Gandhi had 
empowered panchayats 
and generated large-scale 
rural works.

He alleged that changes 
made by the Centre, includ-
ing altering the funding 
ratio from 90:10 to 60:40 and 
limiting the decision-mak-
ing powers of panchayats, 

have put financial pres-
sure on states and diluted 
the scheme’s intent. 
Shivakumar said even 
BJP-ruled states were find-
ing it difficult to imple-
ment the new model.

Announcing statewide 
protests as per AICC direc-
tions, he warned that party 

leaders who fail to partici-
pate would be removed 
from responsibilities. He 
also said padayatras, public 
meetings, and memoranda 
submissions would be 
organised across constitu-
encies, while preparations 
should begin for upcoming 
local body elections.

Will remove those party leaders who don’t take part in the protestOpposition parties slammed the BJP, even as it defended meeting.

States to pay heavy compensation for 
every stray dog-bite incident: SC
Senior advocate Arvind Datar argued that stray dogs have no legal right to occupy insti-

tutional premises or other public spaces to which people have access.
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy to Present State’s 

2047 Vision at WEF 2026

New Delhi (TSIT): The 
Supreme Court on 
Tuesday, January 13, said 
it will ask states to pay a 
“heavy compensation” for 
dog-bite incidents and hold 
dog feeders accountable as 
it flagged its concern over 
the lack of implementation 
of norms on stray animals 
for the past five years.

A bench of Justices 
Vikram Nath, Sandeep 
Mehta, and NV Anjaria 
said that even dog lovers 
and feeders will be held 
“responsible” and 
“accountable” for dog-bite 
incidents.

“For every dog bite, 
death or injury caused to 
children or the elderly, we 
are going to ask the state 
governments to pay heavy 
compensation, as they did 
not do anything on the 
implementation of norms 
in the past five years. Also, 
responsibility and 
accountability will be 
fixed on those who feed 
these stray dogs. If you 
love these animals so 
much, then why don’t you 
take them to your house? 
Why should these dogs loi-
ter around, bite and scare 
people?” Justice Nath said.

Justice Mehta con-
curred with the views of 
Justice Nath and said, 

“Who should be held 
accountable when dogs 
attack a 9-year-old? The 
organisation that is feed-
ing them? You want us to 
shut our eyes to the prob-
lem.” The top court was 
hearing several petitions 
seeking modification of its 
November 7, 2025, order 
directing the authorities to 
remove these stray ani-
mals from the institutional 
areas and roads.

The top court said the 

worst part is that a lawyer 
from Gujarat was bitten in 
a park, and when civic 
authorities went to catch 
that animal, the lawyers, 
who claimed to be dog lov-
ers, attacked the civic offi-
cials.  MS Admissions 
2026-27

The top court also 
lamented that for four 
days, it has been hearing 
arguments on the issue 
and was not allowed to pro-
ceed further in the matters 

by activists and NGOs and 
was not able to hear the 
views of the Centre and the 
states. “Our request to all 
the lawyers is to allow us 
to take to task the union, 
the state authorities and 
other bodies… 

Allow us to pass an 
order. We need to spend 
half a day with the States 
and Union. To see whether 
they have a plan of action 
or not. The problem has 
multiplied a thousand 
times. We just want the 
implementation of the stat-
utory provision. Allow us 
to do that. Allow us to 
work. Allow us to proceed 
further,” the top court 
observed during the hear-
ing. At the outset, senior 
advocate Arvind Datar, 
appearing for an NGO, 
defended the apex court’s 
November 7, 2025, order 
dealing with institutional 
areas, arguing that it was 
fully justified and support-
ed by statutory rules. He 
contended that there was 
no need to constitute any 
new expert committee 
since reports of the exist-
ing committees were 
already on record.

Justice Mehta remarked 
that Datar was “the first 
who has come to the res-
cue of the order.”

FOR EVERY DOG BITE, DEATH OR INJURY CAUSED TO CHILDREN 
OR THE ELDERLY, WE ARE GOING TO ASK THE STATE GOVERN-
MENTS TO PAY HEAVY COMPENSATION, AS THEY DID NOT DO 
ANYTHING ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NORMS IN THE PAST 
FIVE YEARS. ALSO, RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY WILL 
BE FIXED ON THOSE WHO FEED THESE STRAY DOGS.

‘Telangana Rising’ 
event planned at Davos

Hyderabad (TSIT): Telangana is set to 
showcase its long-term growth vision, 
investor-friendly ecosystem, and transfor-
mative development agenda on the global 
stage at the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) 2026 in Davos. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, 
the State Government will host a special 
and exclusive ‘Telangana Rising’ event, 
engaging CEOs of leading global compa-
nies, industry leaders, and eminent per-
sonalities from across sectors.

Following the launch of the Telangana 
Rising 2047 Vision Document in December 
and the significant investments secured 
during the recent Global Summit, the 
State Government aims to further pro-
mote its development roadmap at WEF 
2026, scheduled to be held from January 19 

to 23. Telangana will highlight investment 
opportunities across key sectors includ-
ing IT, life sciences, renewable energy, 
manufacturing, and innovation-driven 
industries.

The special event, to be held on the eve-
ning of January 20, is designed to position 
Telangana as a premier global investment 
destination. The delegation will present 
the State’s 2047 vision, along with the 
CURE, PURE, and RARE framework, and 
outline several game-changer projects 
such as Bharat Future City, Musi River 
Rejuvenation, Regional Ring Road (RRR), 
Regional Ring Railway, and the develop-
ment of large-scale manufacturing zones.

LIFE SCIENCES POLICY AND AI HUB LAUNCH
During the event, the State Government 

will formally unveil the Telangana Life 
Sciences Policy 2026–2030 and announce 
the launch of the Telangana AI Hub, 
reinforcing the government’s commit-
ment to innovation-led and future-ready 
growth aligned with the Telangana 
Rising 2047 vision.

The programme will also provide an 
overview of Hyderabad’s rapid emergence 
as a global hub for Global Capability 
Centers (GCCs), with major multinational 
companies such as Vanguard, Netflix, 
McDonald’s, and L’Oréal establishing or 
expanding their operations in the city.

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has 
directed officials to meticulously organise 
the event to effectively present Telangana’s 
rapid GSDP growth, progressive industri-
al policies, robust infrastructure, and the 
long-term development roadmap envi-
sioned under Telangana Rising 2047, 
which outlines the State’s strategic plans 
for the next two decades.

Chinese Communist Party, BJP meet same 
day Beijing restates Shaksgam valley claim

New Delhi (TSIT): A delega-
tion from the Communist 
Party of China, led by its 
international depart-
ment’s vice minister Sun 
Haiyan, visited the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) headquarters in 
Delhi on Monday, January 
13, the same day Beijing 
reaffirmed its territorial 
claims over the contested 
Shaksgam valley.

During the meeting, a 
BJP delegation headed by 
party general secretary 
Arun Singh discussed at 
length “the means to 
advance inter-party com-
munications between the 
BJP and the Communist 
Party of China”, BJP’s 
foreign affairs depart-
ment in-charge Vijay 
Chauthaiwale said in a 

post on X.The Chinese 
Ambassador to India, Xu 
Feihong, also joined the 
CPC delegation, he added. 
“A delegation from the 
Communist Party of 
China, under the lead-
ership of Sun Haiyan, 
Vice Minister, IDCPC, 
visited the BJP head 

o f f i c e  t o d a y , ” 
Chauthaiwale said.

Later in the day, the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson, Mao Ning, 
told a media briefing in 
Beijing that the Shaksgam 
valley “belongs to China.” 
She was reacting to 
India’s statement criticis-

ing China’s infrastruc-
ture development projects 
in the Shaksgam Valley, 
saying it reserves the 
right to take necessary 
measures to safeguard its 
interests as it is an Indian 
territory.

Pakistan illegally ceded 
5,180 sq km of Indian terri-
tory in the Shaksgam 
Valley to China in 1963 
from areas illegally occu-
pied by it. “It’s fully justi-
fied for China to conduct 
infrastructure construc-
tion on its own territory. 
China and Pakistan in the 
1960s signed a boundary 
agreement and delimited 
the boundary between the 
two countries, which is 
the right of China and 
Pakistan as sovereign 
countries,” Mao said.

We express gratitude towards nature: President Murmu on harvest festivals
NEW DELHI (TSIT): President 
Droupadi Murmu on 
Tuesday extended greetings 
to the countrymen on the 
occasion of Lohri, Makar 
Sankranti, Pongal, and 
Magh Bihu, and expressed 
her gratitude towards the 
farmers. In a post on X, 
President Murmu said, 
"Heartfelt greetings to all 
Indians living in the country 
and abroad on the occasion 
of Lohri, Makar Sankranti, 
Pongal, and Magh Bihu. 
These festivals are symbols 
of India's rich agricultural 

traditions and national 
unity."

"On this occasion, we also 
express our gratitude 
towards nature. Through 
these festivals, we convey 
our thanks to the farmer 
benefactors. My best wishes 
are that these festivals bring 
happiness and prosperity 
into everyone's lives," she 
added. Lohri, Makar 
Sankranti, Pongal, and 
Magh Bihu are the harvest 
festivals of India and show-
case the richness of the tradi-
tions.

Through these festivals, 
people celebrate nature, cul-
tural diversity and commu-
nity harmony. These festi-
vals are rooted in farming 
culture and also signify sea-
sonal change.  nion Home 
Minister Amit Shah also 
took to social media and 
extended Lohri greetings to 
the countrymen. "Heartfelt 
greetings on the festival of 
'Lohri', a symbol of enthusi-
asm, zeal, and new energy.

=May this festival be a 
means of happiness and pros-
perity for all," Shah posted on 

X. External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar, extend-
ing best wishes, said, "Festive 
greetings on the auspicious 
occasion of Lohri and Bhogi. 
May the festivals fill every-
one's lives with happiness, 
harmony and prosperity." 
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta also took to X and 
extended heartfelt greetings to 
the countrymen on the festi-
val of Loh

"Lohri is a symbol of our 
rich cultural tradition, 
which strengthens the spirit 
of coexistence, collective joy, 

and mutual harmony. This 
auspicious sign of the Sun's 
northward journey and the 
arrival of new harvests is a 
sacred opportunity to 
express gratitude to our 
farmers for their hard work 
and dedication," she said. "In 
the witness of the sacred fire, 
let us renounce negativities 
and embrace the values of 
goodwill, harmony, and 
cooperation. May this sacred 
light illuminate every family 
in Delhi with happiness, 
prosperity, and good health," 
CM Gupta added.

In a post on X, 
President Murmu 
said, "Heartfelt greet-
ings to all Indians liv-
ing in the country and 
abroad on the occa-
sion of Lohri, Makar 
Sankranti, Pongal, 
and Magh Bihu.

Andhra CID 
gives clean chit 
for CM Naidu in 
skill development 
scam case

Amaravati (TSIT): The 
Andhra Pradesh 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) has 
given a clean chit to Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu in the alleged skill 

d e v e l o p -
ment scam 
case. After 
a detailed 
investiga-
tion, the 
CID con-
cluded that 
there was 

no evidence linking the 
Chief Minister to any 
wrongdoing in the imple-
mentation of the skill 
development project.
According to officials, the 
probe examined financial 
transactions, administra-
tive decisions, and proj-
ect approvals related to 
the scheme. 
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India's BRICS chairship to focus on humanity-first, 
people-centric approach, says EAM Jaishankar

NEW DELHI: External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar said 
on Tuesday that India is approaching 
its BRICS chairship with a humanity 
and a people-centric approach, which 
will seek to bring together the collec-
tive potential of member countries 
for greater global welfare.

Speaking at the launch of the 
BRICS India 2026 website, logo and 
theme on Tuesday, EAM Jaishankar 
noted that BRICS, over the years, has 
expanded its agenda and member-
ship, responding to changing global 
realities while remaining focused on 
people-centric development, foster-

ing dialogue, and promoting practi-
cal cooperation.

Extending Makar Sankranti, 
Lohri, Magh Bihu and Pongal greet-
ings, the EAM said, "Just as these 
festivals symbolise hope, renewal, 
and goodwill, India's BRICS chair-
ship will seek to bring together the 

collective potential of BRICS coun-
tries for greater global welfare. When 
India prepares to assume the BRICS 
chairship in 2026, we do so at an 
important moment in the grouping's 
journey."

In 2026, he said that BRICS will 
complete 20 years since its inception, 
during which it has steadily evolved 
into a "significant platform for coop-
eration among emerging markets 
and developing economies".

"The current global environment 
presents complex and interconnected 
challenges, geopolitical uncertain-
ties, complicated economic land-

scapes, climate-related risks, techno-
logical changes, and persistent devel-
opment gaps continuing to affect 
countries across regions," he added. 
Highlighting India's approach for its 
BRICS chairship, EAM Jaishankar 
said, "In this context, BRICS remains 
an important forum that encourages 
dialogue and cooperation and practi-
cal responses taking into account 
national priorities at different stages 
of development. India approaches its 
chairship with a humanity-first and 
a people-centric approach inspired 
by the guidance of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi."

SC refuses to entertain PIL seeking removal 
of Savarkar portraits, warns of costs

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Tuesday 
refused to entertain a PIL seeking the removal of 
portraits of Vinayak Damodar Savarkar from 
Parliament and other public spaces, warning the 
petitioner of exemplary costs before allowing the 
plea to be withdrawn. A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and Vipul M Pancholi cautioned the petitioner, 
retired Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer B 
Balamurugan, against filing what it described as a 
frivolous petition and indicated that heavy costs 
could be imposed for wasting the court’s time."This 
kind of frivolous petition… shows the mindset," 
the CJI said. The bench was irked by the petition-
er's submission that he could not come to argue the 
case in person because of financial constraints. 

"You were in the IRS. You can afford to come to 
Delhi and show yourself and argue. We would like 
to impose exemplary costs on you. What do you 
think of yourself?” the CJI said.Balamurugan, in 
his PIL (public interest litigation), sought direc-
tions for the removal of portraits of the historical 
figure from the Central Hall of Parliament and 
other public spaces.Additionally, the plea sought a 
direction to restrain the government from honour-
ing individuals chargesheeted for heinous crimes 
such as assassination or anti-national activities 
unless they are acquitted.During the hearing, the 
CJI questioned the petitioner’s background and 
service record, including his last posting before 
retirement and the circumstances under which he 
was denied promotions. 

Attack on Tamil culture: LoP 
Gandhi criticizes Centre over Vijay's 

'Jana Nayagan' certification delay
Chennai, Jan 13 : Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday accused the 
Information and Broadcasting Ministry 
of attempting to stall the release of 
actor-turned-politician Vijay's film 
'Jana Nayagan', describing the move as 
a direct assault on Tamil culture. In a 
post on X, the Leader of Opposition 
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha alleged that the 
Centre was using the Central Board of 
Film Certification (CBFC) to suppress 
the voices of the Tamil people.

"The I&B Ministry’s attempt to block 
‘Jana Nayagan’ is an attack on Tamil 
culture. Mr. Modi, you will never suc-
ceed in suppressing the voice of the 
Tamil people," LoP Gandhi said in the 
post.

The movie, which serves as the fare-
well project for TVK chief Vijay, faced 
an indefinite delay after the Madras 
High Court stayed its certification.

The CBFC raised objections to over at 
least 50 dialogues deemed politically 
sensitive, references to former Chief 
Minister M.G. Ramachandran, and the 
portrayal of defence forces. The movie’s 
producers moved the Supreme Court 
challenging the stay, citing a loss of 
creative freedom.LoP Gandhi’s remarks 
came during his visit to the Nilgiris 
district on Tuesday for the golden jubi-
lee celebrations of a local school.
Political observers have claimed that 
the visit serves as an outreach to Vijay’s 
TVK before the state Assembly elec-
tions, particularly as ties with the rul-
ing DMK remain tense.

The Tamil Nadu Congress Committee 

(TNCC) greeted LoP Gandhi with post-
ers branding him as "Thalaiva (leader)", 
signalling a firm stance amid a power-
sharing tussle with the DMK.

The DMK recently ruled out a coali-
tion government, prompting the 
Congress, which holds 17 Assembly 
seats, to demand at least 40 seats in the 
forthcoming polls to increase its 
strength.

Meanwhile, the delay in the certifica-
tion for the film has triggered a nation-

wide political debate.While Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin condemned the 
CBFC as a "weapon" of the BJP, senior 
party leader Tamilisai Soundararajan 
defended the Board.She stated that the 
CBFC is an independent body and noted 
that the Congress stifled freedom during 
the Emergency. Congress MP from 
Virudhunagar, B Manickam Tagore, ear-
lier alleged that the Modi government 
intends to control movies which are crit-
ical of the administration.

AINU restores normal urination for 
woman after 12 years of suffering

Hyderabad: Asian 
Institute of Nephrology 
and Urology (AINU) 
announces the successful 
treatment of a 45-year-old 
woman who suffered from 
urethral stricture for 12 
years, restoring her uri-
nary function and quality 
of life through advanced 
reconstructive surgery. A 
woman who had suffered 
for over a decade with dif-
ficulty in passing urine 
has regained normal uri-
nary function following an 
advanced surgical proce-
dure. The life-changing 
reconstructive procedure 
was expertly carried out 
by Dr. Sarika Pandya, 
Consultant Female 
Urologist and Dr. Bhavatej 
Enganti, Head- 
Reconstructive Urology 
giving the patient a 
renewed sense of comfort 
and confidence.

Pallavi (name changed), 
a 45 old house wife from 
Jharkhand was suffering 
from persistent urinary 
difficulties for over a 
decade, including painful 
urination, poor urinary 
flow, frequent infections, 
and significant discomfort 
that affected her quality of 
life. Despite consulting 
and undergoing tempo-
rary treatments, her con-
dition continued to recur, 
leading to prolonged phys-
ical, emotional & psycho-
logical distress.

The patient had under-
gone repeated urethral dil-
atation procedures over 
10–12 years, which provid-

ed only temporary relief. 
She experienced interrupt-
ed urine flow, prolonged 
time spent in the bath-
room—often up to 20 min-
utes—and recurrent uri-
nary tract infections. 
Following buccal mucosal 
graft urethroplasty, her 
urinary flow returned to 
normal within four 
months of surgery.

Dr. Sarika Pandya, 
Consultant Female 
Urologist, AINU Banjara 
Hills explained that the 
woman was diagnosed 
with female urethral stric-
ture, a condition caused by 
narrowing of the urethra 
that results in poor uri-
nary flow. Symptoms com-
monly include dribbling of 
urine, intermittent flow, 
frequent urinary infec-
tions, and a persistent sen-
sation of incomplete blad-
der emptying.According to 
Dr. Pandya, female ure-
thral stricture can occur 
due to repeated urinary 

tract infections, 
Catheterization during 
any surgeries such as 
Caesarean section or hys-
terectomy, and frequent 
urethral dilatations per-
formed without detailed 
evaluation.Urethral dilata-
tion, often used as a first-
line treatment, offers only 
temporary symptom relief, 
Dr. Pandya noted. “Many 
women undergo the proce-
dure every one or two 
months. Repeated dilata-
tions can further damage 
the urethra and worsen 
the condition over time,” 
she said.

Buccal mucosal graft ure-
throplasty, a procedure long 
established in male patients, 
is now being successfully 
performed in women as well, 
she said. The surgery 
involves using tissue from 
the inner lining of the mouth 
to reconstruct the narrowed 
portion of the urethra, pro-
viding a long-term solution. 
“After surgery, patients are 

able to pass urine completely 
within seconds. The pro-
longed time spent in the 
bathroom is eliminated, uri-
nary tract infections reduce 
significantly, and overall 
quality of life improves,” Dr. 
Pandya said, adding that the 
procedure does not increase 
the risk of urinary inconti-
nence.AINU has performed 
this procedure on 60 women 
over the past five years, 
almost all patients showing 
good post-operative out-
comes, Dr. Pandya said. In 
another case, a woman with 
recurrent urinary tract 
infections was found 
through ultrasound and cys-
toscopy to have incomplete 
bladder emptying due to ure-
thral stricture. She reported 
significant improvement fol-
lowing surgery.

Dr. Pandya advised women 
experiencing prolonged urina-
tion time, interrupted or weak 
urine flow, recurrent infections, 
or a feeling of incomplete blad-
der emptying to seek specialist 
evaluation. The condition is 
more commonly seen in women 
over 40 years of age and is pres-
ent in about 10–20% of women 
presenting with urinary com-
plaints, she added.Speaking 
about the procedure, Dr. 
Bhavatej Enganti, Head - 
Reconstructive Urology said, 
“Female urethral stricture is 
uncommon and often over-
looked, leading to years of suffer-
ing for patients. This case high-
lights the importance of accu-
rate diagnosis and advanced 
reconstructive procedures. With 
timely intervention, even long-
standing conditions can be treat-

ed effectively.”Female urethral 
stricture and recurrent urinary 
tract infections (UTIs) are not 
just medical conditions—they 
carry a significant social and 
emotional burden for women.In 
many societies, urinary symp-
toms such as frequent urination, 
burning, leakage.

, or difficulty passing urine 
are considered embarrassing or 
taboo. Women often hesitate to 
speak openly about these issues, 
even with family members or 
doctors, fearing judgment, 
shame, or misunderstanding.

About Asian Institute of 
Nephrology & Urology:
Asian Institute of Nephrology 

& Urology (AINU), part of Asia 
Healthcare Holdings, is India’s 
leading super-speciality hospi-
tal network exclusively focused 
on Urology and Nephrology. 
With seven cutting-edge hospi-
tals across four cities, AINU is at 
the forefront of delivering 
world-class kidney and urologi-
cal care. Known for its clinical 
excellence, AINU offers 
advanced services including 
UrologyRobotic Surgery, Uro-
Oncology, Reconstructive 
Urology, Nephrology & Kidney 
Transplantation, Dialysis, 
Female Urology, Pediatric 
Urology, Men's Health & 
Andrology. A trailblazer in 
Robotic Urological Surgery in 
India, AINU has treated over 
500,000 patients, performed 
more than 1400 robotic surger-
ies, and operates a 500+ bed net-
work. Accredited by NABH and 
recognised for postgraduate 
training programs like DNB and 
FNB, AINU continues to rede-
fine standards in specialised 
care and innovation.

Hyderabad: Bank of Baroda 
(Bank), one of India’s lead-
ing public sector banks, has 
announced its association 
with CREDAI Hyderabad 
as the Exclusive Presenting 
Partner for the upcoming 
CREDAI Hyderabad 
Property Show 2026, sched-
uled to be held from 
February 6 to 8 at HITEX 
Exhibition Centre, 
Hyderabad. The three-day 
property expo will bring 
together leading real estate 
developers from across the 
city, offering prospective 
homebuyers a single plat-
form to explore a diverse 
range of residential proj-
ects and avail attractive 
financing solutions from 
Bank of Baroda.

Organised by the 
Hyderabad chapter of 
Confederation of Real 
Estate Developers' 
Associations of India 
(CREDAI), the Property 
Show will feature only 

RERA-approved projects 
from CREDAI member 
developers, ensuring 
transparency, credibility 
and enhanced consumer 
confidence.

At the Bank of Baroda 
stall, home buyers can avail 
instant in-principle home 
loan sanctions, special 
offers and receive person-

alised loan consultations.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Shri Ritesh Kumar, General 
Manager & Zonal Head – 
Hyderabad Zone, Bank of 
Baroda said, “At Bank of 
Baroda, our aim to play a 
constructive role in 
Hyderabad’s growth and 
development by acting as 
an enabler for both home-

Bank of Baroda Joins Hands with CREDAI 
Hyderabad for Property Show 2026

TO BE HELD FROM FEBRUARY 6–8 AT HITEX, THE PROPERTY SHOW WILL FEATURE 
LEADING DEVELOPERS AND SPECIAL OFFERS FROM BANK OF BARODA

India, not Pakistan, is 
US long-term strategic 
partner: Lawmakers

Washington, Jan 13 : Senior 
US lawmakers sought to 
draw a clear distinction 
between India and Pakistan 
in Washington’s strategic 
calculus, stressing that India 
— not Pakistan — remains 
America’s long-term partner 
in the Indo-Pacific and 
beyond. Speaking at a dis-
cussion hosted by the Center 
for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), 
Representative Ami Bera 
said periodic diplomatic 
engagement with Pakistan 

should not be confused with 
strategic alignment.

“We’re not creating a stra-
tegic partnership with 
Pakistan,” Bera said, push-

ing back against perceptions 
created by recent political 
rhetoric. He acknowledged 
that comments by US lead-
ers can sometimes generate 
friction in New Delhi. “The 
president made some com-
ments about Pakistan, had 
invited Pakistani leaders 
into the Oval Office,” Bera 
said, describing the diplo-
matic context during a 
recent visit to India.

However, Bera empha-
sised that economic and 
strategic realities clearly 

favor India. “You don’t see 
American companies mak-
ing multibillion-dollar 
investments in Pakistan. 
That’s all happening in 

India,” he said.
Representative Rich 

McCormick echoed that 
assessment, describing India 
as indispensable to regional 
and global stability. “There 
is no more important friend 
that we’re going to need for 
the future of not just the 
United States and India, but 
for the entire stability of the 
world, than India,” he said.

The lawmakers said 
Pakistan does not feature in 
Washington’s long-term 
Indo-Pacific strategy, which 
is increasingly centered on 
democratic partners and 
economic integration. Bera 
noted that India has been 
central to US strategy across 
multiple administrations. “If 
you go back to the Clinton 
administration, through the 
Bush administration, 
through Obama, to Trump 
1.0, to Biden, India’s been 
very key to our whole Indo-

Pacific strategy,” he said.
Bera also contrasted 

investor confidence in India 
with the absence of similar 
momentum in Pakistan. 
“We’re playing the long 
game,” he said, adding that 
business communities 
understand the direction of 
US engagement.

McCormick said India’s 
alignment with US values 
sets it apart. “The common-
ality we have in the way we 
look at economics and free-
dom and advancement of a 
people,” he said, describing 
the foundation of the part-
nership. While acknowledg-
ing that India pursues an 
independent foreign policy, 
McCormick said 
Washington understands 
New Delhi’s domestic pri-
orities. “He’s doing it for 
the best interest of his coun-
try,” McCormick said, 
referring to Indian deci-

PhD scholar killed, 
another injured in 
scooter accident on 
IIT-Bhubaneswar 
campus
BHUBANESWAR: A PhD 
scholar was killed, and 
another critically injured 
after their scooter hit a 
median on the IIT-
Bhubaneswar campus, a 
statement said on Tuesday. 
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'Jana Nayagan': SC to hear on Jan 
19 plea filed by film's producer 
challenging Madras HC order

NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court is slated 
to hear on January 19 the 
plea filed by the producer 
of Vijay-starrer Tamil 
film "Jana Nayagan", 
challenging an interim 
order of the Madras High 
Court that stayed a sin-
gle-judge direction to 
grant CBFC clearance to 
the movie.According to 
the cause list of the apex 
court, the matter is likely 
to come up for hearing on 
January 19. The bench is 
yet to be assigned.

On January 9, the 
Madras High Court stayed 
a single judge's order 
directing the Central 
Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) to 
immediately grant a cen-
sor certificate to "Jana 
Nayagan", leaving the fate 
of actor-turned-politician 
Vijay's film, which has 
drawn attention for its 
political overtones, in 
limbo. KVN Productions 
LLP filed an appeal 
against the order passed 
by a division bench of the 
high court last Friday, 
which put on hold the sin-
gle bench's directive to 
the board to issue the 
film's certificate forth-
with.Vijay recently 
launched his political 
party, Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) "Jana 
Nayagan", which is wide-

ly publicised as Vijay's 
final film before his full-
fledged entry into politics, 

was slated for a Pongal 
release on January 9. 
However, the film ran 
into last-minute hurdles 
after the CBFC did not 
issue certification in time. 
On January 9, the divi-
sion bench's order came 
hours after Justice PT 
Asha directed the CBFC 
to give clearance to "Jana 
Nayagan", setting aside 
the film board's directive 
to refer the matter to a 
review committee.

First phase of free laptop computer scheme for 
10 L students to be completed in Feb

CHENNAI: Since the 
free laptop computer dis-
tribution to college stu-
dents has begun in TN, the 
initial phase of the project, 
which would reach 10 lakh 
students, will be complet-
ed by end of February, 
even as nearly 2 lakh sys-
tems have already reached 
the beneficiaries. The sec-
ond phase is expected to 
start in March.

The Electronics 
Corporation of Tamil 
Nadu (ELCOT) floated an 
international tender to 
procure 20 lakh laptops, 
and the State government 
will be allocating Rs 2,000 

crore. Accordingly, the 
laptops procured from 
MNCs such as Dell, Acer 
and HP, will be configured 
with Intel i3 or AMD 

Ryzen 3 processors, 8 GB 
RAM, 256 GB SSD storage, 
Windows 11, BOSS Linux, 
MS Office 365 and a six-
month free subscription to 

the AI-powered Perplexity 
Pro platform. Each benefi-
ciary will also receive a 
high-quality laptop bag.

Stating that the govern-
ment has already started 
identifying beneficiaries 
across around 4,600 arts, 
science, engineering, agri-
culture and medical col-
leges throughout TN, a 
senior official from the 
Higher Education 
Department, said that 
more than 1 lakh laptops 
were already distributed 
to the students. “Almost 
all the beneficiaries’ 
details were reported by 
the colleges. Students’ data 

submitted by the institu-
tion will be thoroughly 
scrutinised to ensure the 
scheme reaches all benefi-
ciaries without fail,” he 
added. The official also 
pointed out that the com-
panies, which will supply 
the laptops, will be setting 
up service centres across 
all districts. “The number 
of service centres will be 
released soon after the 
first phase of the scheme is 
over,” he stated. The offi-
cial also cautioned stu-
dents not to believe 
rumours on social media 
about online registration 
for the scheme.

For CBI inquiry in Delhi, Vijay flew on 
Rs 50 lakh private jet round trip

CHENNAI: Actor and 
Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) chief 
Vijay, who appeared 
before the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) in 
Delhi for questioning in 
connection with the Karur 
stampede case, flew to the 
capital and back on a lux-

ury private jet estimated 
to have cost around Rs 50 
lakh, according to a Daily 
Thanthi report.

The rental cost of the 
aircraft ranges between 
Rs 2.5 lakh and Rs 5 lakh 
per hour, and with addi-
tional airport landing 
charges, Vijay’s round 

trip to Delhi reportedly 
came to about Rs 50 lakh.

He travelled on an 
Embraer Legacy 600 oper-
ated by Plane SPS. The jet, 
which seats around 13 
passengers and can fly up 
to 5,500 km non-stop, took 
the actor to Delhi on the 
morning of January 12, 
and brought him back to 
Chennai on the afternoon 
of January 13. Vijay was 
questioned at the CBI 
headquarters for nearly 
six hours in connection 
with the stampede inci-
dent that happened dur-
ing a TVK rally in Karur 
in September 20205. The 
incident claimed 41 lives.

Palaniswami predicts 
one more ally

CHENNAI: After sealing the 
tie-up with Pattali Makkal 
Katchi’s Anbumani faction, All 
India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK) general 
secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami is hinting at one 
more entrant to the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA).
The AIADMK chief enthused 
the cadre during an interview 
with party ticket aspirants on 
Monday, saying a new political 
party would join the alliance, 
strengthening the AIADMK-
led NDA in the State. Party 
ticket aspirants from districts, 
including Dharmapuri, 
Krishnagiri, Mayiladuthurai, 
Cuddalore, and Tiruchy, who 
took part in the second phase of 
the interview conducted in 
Chennai, got a shot in the arm 
when EPS shared details on 

boosting the front, seeding 
hopes of the alliance’s victory. 
The AIADMK chief enthused 
the cadre during an interview 
with party ticket aspirants on 
Monday, saying a new political 
party would join the alliance, 
strengthening the AIADMK-
led NDA in the State. Party 
ticket aspirants from districts, 
including Dharmapuri, 
Krishnagiri, Mayiladuthurai, 
Cuddalore, and Tiruchy, who 
took part in the second phase of 
the interview conducted in 
Chennai, got a shot in the arm 
when EPS shared details on 
boosting the front, seeding 
hopes of the alliance’s victory. 
At the same time, attempts are 
being made to bring leaders of 
all allianceEdappadi 
Palaniswami urges workers to 
ensure victory of candidates.

Southern Railway announces one way express special 
train between Podanur – Dr MGR Chennai Central

CHENNAI: One-way 
express special train will be 
operated between Podanur 
– Dr MGR Chennai Central 
to clear extra rush of pas-
sengers during Pongal, said 
a Southern Railway press 
release.Train No 06144 
Podanur – Dr MGR Chennai 
Central one-way express 
special will leave Podanur 

at 07.40 am on January 18 
(Sunday) and reach Dr 
MGR Chennai Central at 
04.45 pm, the same day (one 
service). The train will 
have stoppages at Katpadi, 
Arakkonam, Tiruvallur 
and Perambur. Coach com-
position will be of two AC 
chair car coaches, nine sit-
ting chair car coaches (out 

of which four coaches ear-
marked for un-reserved 
passengers), three general 
second class coaches and 
two second class coaches 
(Disabled friendly). 
Advance reservation for 
the one way express special 
will open at 08.00 am on 
January 14 (Wednesday), 
added the release.

The Surprising Truth About Ultra-Processed 
Foods: Redefining Health and Nutrition

A new study calls into ques-
tion the level of processing 
as a proxy for diet quality.
Recent research challenges 
the notion that minimally 
processed foods automatical-
ly lead to a healthier diet, 
revealing that both minimal-
ly and ultra-processed diets 
can be equally nutritious or 
lacking in nutritional value. 
The study highlighted that 
minimally processed diets 
might be costlier and have 
shorter shelf lives without 
additional nutritional bene-
fits, emphasizing the com-
plexity of defining diet qual-
ity by processing levels 
alone.

Dietary Choices and 
Processing Levels

New research demon-
strates that eating primarily 
minimally processed foods, 
as they are defined by the 
NOVA classification system, 
does not automatically make 
for a healthy diet. It suggests 
that the types of foods we eat 
may matter more than the 

level of processing used to 
make them.

Comparing two menus 
reflecting a typical Western 
diet — one emphasizing min-
imally processed foods and 
the other emphasizing ultra-
processed foods, as catego-
rized by the NOVA classifi-

cation system — the 
researchers found that the 
less processed menu was 
more than twice as expensive 
and reached its expiration 
date over three times faster 
without delivering any addi-
tional nutritional value.

Examples of More and 
Less Processed Foods

Examples of a more-pro-
cessed (left) and less-pro-
cessed (right) breakfast. 
None of the ingredients used 
to make the less-processed 
meal are considered ultra-
processed (both the bread 
and jam are homemade), 
while almost all of the com-
ponents of the more-pro-
cessed meal are considered 
ultra-processed. Credit: 
Courtesy of USDA-ARS

Research Findings on 
Processed vs. Minimally 
Processed Diets

“This study indicates that 
it is possible to eat a low-
quality diet even when 
choosing mostly minimally 
processed foods,” said Julie 
Hess, PhD, a research nutri-
tionist at the USDA-ARS 

Grand Forks Human 
Nutrition Research Center, 
who led the study. “It also 
shows that more-processed 
and less-processed diets can 
be equally nutritious (or non-
nutritious), but the more-
processed diet may have a 
longer shelf life and be less 
costly.”

Mark Messina, PhD, direc-
tor of nutrition science and 
research at Soy Nutrition 
Institute Global, recently 
presented the findings at 
NUTRITION 2024, the flag-
ship annual meeting of the 
American Society for 
Nutrition.

Evaluating Nutritional 
Quality Across Different 
Diets

The new research builds 
on a study the team pub-
lished last year, which dem-
onstrated that it was possible 
to build a high-quality menu 
that aligns with dietary 
guidelines while deriving 
most of its calories from 
foods classified as ultra-pro-
cessed. For the new study, 
the researchers asked the 
opposite question: Is it possi-
ble to build a low-quality 
menu that derives most of its 
calories from “simple” foods?

To find out, they construct-
ed a less-processed menu, 
which derived 20% of its cal-
ories from ultra-processed 
foods, and a more-processed 
menu, which derived 67% of 
its calories from ultra-pro-
cessed foods. The level of pro-
cessing involved in each 
menu was determined 
according to the NOVA sys-
tem of classification.The two 
menus were calculated to 
have a Healthy Eating Index 
score of about 43-44 out of 100, 
a relatively low score that 
reflects poor adherence to 
the Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans. The research-
ers estimated that the less-
processed menu would 
cost $34.87 per day per per-
son compared with $13.53 
per day for the more-pro-
cessed menu. They also 
calculated that the median 
time to expiration of the 
less-processed menu items 
was 35 days versus 120 
days for the more-pro-
cessed menu items.

The study draws atten-
tion to the disconnects 
between food processing 
and nutritional value. 
Hess noted that some 
nutrient-dense packaged 
foods can be classified as 
ultra-processed, such as 
unsweetened applesauce, 
ultrafiltered milk, liquid 
egg whites and some 
brands of raisins and 
canned tomatoes.
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When German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz landed in
Gujarat this week and called
for concluding the EU-India
free trade agreement (FTA)
by the end of January 2026, it
signalled more than routine
diplomacy. In a world
reshaped by sanctions, indus-
trial policy, and supply-chain
realignments, Europe's out-
reach to India is now as
strategic as it is geoeconomic.
The high-level visit once
again highlights that as the
United States wavers
between protectionism and
partnership, New Delhi is
seeking to broaden its trade
horizons, with Europe
emerging as the key pivot.

WWhy EU Deal Now Defines
India's Trade Moment
Europe's courtship of India is
driven by mutual interests in
economic partnerships. The
EU-India FTA is in the final
stages of negotiations, with
both sides seeking to bridge
differences on sustainability
standards, digital trade, and
labour mobility. For Europe,
it is about de-risking supply
chains away from China and
securing access to a large
democratic market. For
India, the deal offers access to
the EU's high-value con-
sumer base, new technology
partnerships, and credibility
as a manufacturing and regu-
latory hub capable of meeting
global standards. The stakes
are immense: the EU is one of
India's largest trading part-
ners, accounting for nearly
12% of its total trade.
Momentum has been built by
earlier European deals. The
India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), signed in
July 2025, was New Delhi's
first major trade pact with a

G7 economy in over a decade.
It grants duty-free access for
99% of Indian exports to the
UK. The India-EFTA Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) went fur-
ther, coupling tariff cuts with
a USD 100 billion investment
commitment over 15 years
from Switzerland, Norway,
Iceland, and Liechtenstein -
an unprecedented invest-
ment-linked model. It illus-
trates how India's trade poli-
cy has matured from defen-
sive tariff management to an
outward-facing investment
narrative.

Indo-Pacific, Gulf and the
New Frontiers
If Europe is India's most opti-
mistic economic engagement
at the moment, relations with
the United States have been
more complicated. Bilateral
trade volumes continue to
rise, yet there is still no for-
mal India-US trade agree-
ment despite years of dia-
logue. High tariffs and unre-
solved market-access dis-
putes persist, and
Washington's 2025 imposition
of punitive duties on select

Indian exports rekindled fric-
tion. Both sides continue to
work through various chan-
nels, but India's calculus is
shifting. Rather than wait for
a breakthrough with
Washington, New Delhi is
hedging its bets by retaining
the US as a strategic partner
while expanding ties with
others to insulate its export
base from the current unpre-
dictability in American poli-
cy. That diversification is
most visible in the Indo-
Pacific. After India walked
away from the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) in 2019,
its alternative architecture is
taking shape through bilater-
al and minilateral pacts
seven years later. The India-
New Zealand FTA, concluded
in December 2025 after a
decade-long pause, opens
duty-free corridors for Indian
exports and enhances mobili-
ty for professionals. With
Australia, India is deepening
the interim Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) into a
comprehensive CECA, tar-
geting services, investment

protection, and critical-min-
eral supply chains.
Meanwhile, an ongoing
review of the ASEAN-India
Trade in Goods Agreement
(AITIGA) aims to fix imbal-
ances that disadvantaged
Indian manufacturers.
Undoubtedly, India is
rebuilding its regional com-
petitiveness on its own terms,
engaging selectively but
assertively with the Indo-
Pacific's trade architecture.
West Asia is where India's
trade diplomacy intersects
most closely with its energy
and strategic interests. The
India-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), signed in
December 2025, grants duty-
free access to more than 98%
of Indian exports, building on
the success of the UAE CEPA,
which has already lifted bilat-
eral trade to more than USD
100 billion. The broader
India-Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) FTA has also
been revived after years of
dormancy, promising to
bring India closer to Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, and other Gulf
economies. 

2026 has barely begun and US President Donald Trump is on a rampage.  On Saturday,
January 3, he shocked the world by ordering the military invasion of Venezuela and
the kidnapping of its president Nicolas Maduro and his wife, and, thereafter, announc-
ing the takeover of the oil-rich country.
On Monday, the dust had barely settled on that when White House adviser Stephen
Miller said on TV that Greenland rightfully belonged to the US and that the Trump
administration could seize Danish territory if it wanted. Asked whether the US would
rule out the use of force, Miller said that "Nobody's going to fight the United States
militarily over the future of Greenland."
On Thursday, Trump directed his government to withdraw the country from 66 inter-
national organisations, which he felt were contrary to the interests of the United
States. The list included 35 non-UN organisations and 31 UN affiliated outfits, the most
important of which is probably the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCC) of 1992, the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change, UN Women, UN
Population Fund and the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).  

'My Own Morality'
A day earlier,  on Wednesday, cool as a cucumber, he reached out to one of his princi-
pal media adversaries, The New York Times, which had criticised the Venezuela
action as an "imperialist venture". In a wide-ranging, two-hour interview, he declared
that his powers as Commander-in-Chief were constrained only by his "own morality"
and international law and other checks had no effect on his ability to invade and
coerce nations around the world. The morality bit was a bit rich, coming from a man
who has been accused of sexual misconduct arising from his association with Jeffery
Epstein. Trump said in the interview that the US would remain "in charge" of
Venezuela for as long as he wanted, and that could be many years. He also confirmed
plans to take and refine 30-50 million barrels of Venezuelan oil worth some $2.8 billion,
adding that he would control the money and use it for the people of Venezuela and the
US. As for Greenland, it was true that the US already had a base there and could
expand its facilities without any problem, but Trump is unlikely to be happy with any-
thing short of ownership of the island - because he feels that physical possession of the
territory "was psychologically needed for success", something that a lease or a treaty
would not provide. On Saturday, he doubled down on this and declared "If it affects
NATO, then it affects NATO," adding that "But you know, they need us much more
than we need them."  As for Iran, things are still on balance. But you never know if
and when Trump will strike.
Trump's bottom line assessment seems to be that he alone could be the arbiter of any
limits to his authority, and that he had the liberty to use any instrument to cement
American supremacy military, economic or political. This tells us a great deal about
his world view. At the core of his belief is that national strength, and not laws and
treaties, were the deciding factors in global politics.

The Tariffs Train
All this comes after a year when he had liberally used his power to impose tariffs on
most countries of the world. He has also joined Israel in making war against Iran and,
by his own account, destroying its nuclear programme.
Many of the  organisations that the US is leaving are mainly marginal or have been
moribund for a long time. This was  clear genuflection to the MAGA base, a substan-
tial portion of which is annoyed by the January 3 US military intervention in
Venezuela. Midterms are coming and Trump has recently said that big losses might
lead to him being indicted. But many of the other organisations relating to environ-
ment, renewable energy, development, education and the promotion of human rights,
democracy, counterterrorism, anti-piracy, social rights and trade are important in
terms of global governance and even American soft power. But that is clearly not a
concern for the President.

The comment by India's Foreign
Secretary, Vikram Misri, on
Monday, that the government is
watching the developments in Iran
closely, appears to be an understate-
ment. As the unrest threatens the 47-
year-old Islamic regime's survival, it
also has the potential of creating a
regional crisis, one that could seri-
ously harm India's economic and
strategic interests.
The protests, which began two
weeks ago in Tehran, have already
spread to more than 100 cities in all
of Iran's 31 provinces. Iran's regime,
led by the Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has done
what it has done in the past, trying to
crush the unrest with brutal force.
More than 600 demonstrators have
already been killed, according to
human rights groups, which have
warned that the actual death toll
could be far higher because of a
nationwide internet blackout. 
Iran has seen many anti-govern-
ment protests since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, which deposed
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi. But
the latest protests appear to be the
most significant challenge to the
regime. They have already taken
more lives than the last one in 2022,
which followed the death in custody
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini over
hijab enforcement, killing 550 people
across the country. That was a femi-
nist-centred protest. The latest one,
which has spread more quickly
nationwide, has attracted young
men, women and even the elderly.

Is This An Uprising?
This protest is also significant due to
the participation of traders, their
first such involvement since the 1979
revolution. In fact, they started these
demonstrations in Tehran on
December 28, when the Iranian cur-
rency, the rial, collapsed against the
dollar, and later attracted other sec-
tions of society. But it's still early to
call it a mass uprising as there are
no signs yet of a regime collapse,
despite some reports of defections
from the security forces.
After years of Western sanctions,
ordinary Iranians' lives had already
become miserable. Things worsened
after the conflict last summer with
Israel, when the US also joined and
bombed Iran. Last month, the coun-

try's inflation exceeded 50%. So,
there was enough ground for spark-
ing unrest. Ayatollah Khamenei has
accused foreign powers of orches-
trating the unrest, primarily the
United States and Israel, but the
scale of unrest suggests the protest-
ers' anger is directed against the gov-
ernment. Slogans have been heard
against the Islamic regime, which is
rare in Iran. The country's former
crown prince, Reza Pahlavi, who is
in exile in the United States, has
been encouraging street protests for
some time, but one can't dispute his
Iranian heritage.

US Military Action May Not Help
Donald Trump is weighing his mili-
tary options. Soon after the protests
began, he warned Iranian authori-
ties that he would take military
action if they started killing demon-
strators. He has repeated his threat
several times in the past few days,
but has yet to order any military
strikes despite the deaths of hun-
dreds of Iranians. For a leader who
is known to opt for military solu-
tions without hesitation and, only 10
days ago, raided Venezuela and
seized its leader, Nicolas Madurai,
this may look surprising. Even so,
Trump has reasons to be careful.
Iran is not Venezuela. It is nearly as
big as Western Europe and remains
a military power, despite being

degraded by the Israeli and the US
military action last year. One must
also remember that Iran's retaliato-
ry strikes on Israel last year forced
the Jewish state to agree to a cease-
fire, something it wasn't used to in
the case of its other enemies, like
Hamas or Hezbollah. Also, the US
military had been preparing to
invade Venezuela and kidnap
Maduro for months. Events in Iran
have moved much faster for the US
military to make similar prepara-
tions.

Trump's Options
Trump must also have been remind-
ed by his advisors of America's ill-
fated 1980 military operation Eagle
Claw, in which the US attempted to
rescue American diplomats held in
Tehran after the Islamic revolution.
This doesn't mean that Trump will
not order military strikes. But he
has to listen to his commanders and
advisors about their timing, targets
and fallout. Despite many people in
Iran loathing the Islamic Regime,
they would not like to be invaded by
Israel or its main backer, the United
States. Last summer's US strikes
only inspired patriotic fervour in
Iran. Ignoring Israel's request,
Trump avoided extending military
action to topple the regime. In this
context, one should look at Monday's
statement by the White House press

secretary, Karoline Leavitt, who
said that airstrikes were "one of the
many, many options that are on the
table", but that "diplomacy is always
the first option for the president".
Around the same time, Trump
warned that the US would impose a
tariff of 25% on "any and all busi-
ness" done with the United States by
countries that are also engaged in
commerce with Iran.

The Power of the RRevolutionary
Guards
Perhaps the most important factor
that may save the Islamic regime is
the all-powerful Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
It was formed by the regime's
founder, Ayatollah Khomeini, soon
after he returned home from exile in
Paris in February 1979, although he
had started recruiting its members
in France earlier.
The IRGC's initial aim was to disarm
the protesters who took part in the
revolution and protect the regime
against any potential US attack and
coups. Under official patronage, this
organisation gradually became the
most powerful personal army of the
Ayatollahs, parallel to Iran's mili-
tary forces. They even have a unit
dealing with foreign assignments
called 'Quds Force', which helped
create Iran's proxies: Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Houthis in Yemen.

-- Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

Makar Sankranti is not merely a festi-
val with a date in the Indian culture, but
it is a colorful manifestation of the
change of the seasons, societal life, and
folk culture. This is when the sun shifts
to dockshinayan to Uttarayana and
fresh energy is contributed to both
nature and human existence. The cen-
turies old kite flying tradition that
comes with this festival has received its
fair share of centuries. Throughout its
history, it has not been confined to just
providing entertainment and has added
to it social, cultural and health aspects.
Although kite flying is no longer the
game of rooftop standing and tugging of
the string, nowadays it is a sign of col-
lective celebration, psychological joy,
and physical exercise. Kite flying is
regarded as a very ancient tradition in
India. It is mentioned in history and
folklore. It used to be an emblem of
prowess and tact in the royal palaces
but with the passage of time, it has
turned into a daily necessity of life. The
prevalent colorful kites in the sky dur-
ing Makar Sankranti, Basant
Panchami, and other celebrations are
an indication of the general awareness
and celebration of the Indian society.
This festival is not only a tradition, but
also a great social event in such states as
Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, and Delhi. Kite flying is the
social aspect of the sport that is the most
beautiful. It takes individuals out of
their homes and unites them with oth-
ers. Rooftop conversations, children
laughter, young people competitions
and the elderly smile all these scenes
make this festival alive. The echo of
"Woh kata... Woh mara" is not only the
intensity of the game, but the audible
together. In the modern era where
social interaction is declining, such fes-
tivals are an alternative that can be
used to sustain human relations. The
tradition has taken a new turn with kite
festivals and mass events which are
conducted during Makar Sankranti.
Such events are organized in assorted
places together by the local govern-

ments, social institutions, voluntary
institutions, to achieve not only enter-
tainment, but also cultural preserva-
tion, social coexistence. The elderly,
women and children are equally
involved in these events thus making
this a festival of all the segments of the
society and not just a part of society.
Kite flying is a sport whose health
advantages are many and is usually
taken as a seasonal sport. Playing with
kites exercises most of the body engag-
ing the hands, shoulders, and eyes mak-
ing the body active. Outing gives the
body solar energy and helps in mental
exhaustion. There is a belief among the
doctors and psychologists that such
group and fun activities can aid in alle-
viating stress. Kite flying is also very
helpful in the mental health. The sight
of colorful kites flying in the open sky is
joyful and relaxing to the mind. It
brings one to the present moment and
offers some type of spontaneous medita-
tion feel. Such experiences may also be
significant in ensuring mental balance
in the fast-paced and stressful life that
people live today. It is not only enter-
tainment, but also educational to chil-
dren when they are playing with kite. It
builds patience, equilibrium, coordina-
tion, and competition. Being aware of
the direction of wind, the correct ten-
sion of strings, the ability to make the
right decisions in time all these abilities
can reinforce choices making in chil-
dren. Moreover, this practice when car-
ried out in a family context enhances
social values and cultural affiliations of
children. Nevertheless, kite flying can
be discussed as a celebration of happi-
ness and thrill, but it also represents
safety issues. With time, Chinese man-
jha and nylon string have caused a
number of severe accidents. This has
not only been deadly to the human race,
but birds and other animals have also
perished. Road crashes, throat cuts, and
deaths of birds all of it is evidence of the
deformed character of this tradition.
This has been done through regulations
set by the government and administra-
tion which are not sufficient. It is imper-
ative to ensure that people are aware of

it and develop a feeling of accountabili-
ty. Kites can be made safe with the help
of cotton string, safe and open areas,
child supervision, and time attention all
these measures can ensure the safety of
kite flying. The most important thing is
that the happiness of the festival does
not turn into the reason of suffering to
anyone. Kite flying also requires to be
re-evaluated with the environmental
eye. Kite wastes also get into trees,
power lines and roads posing environ-
mental challenges. The plastic and
nylon kites cannot break down in the
long term and they are hazardous to the
wildlife. The use of eco-friendly kites
and natural dyes, therefore, is what is
required at the moment. These positive
efforts are being made by most social
organizations and volunteer groups.
They are motivating children and
young people towards safe and environ-
mental sensitive kite flying.
Sensitization is being spread in schools
and social forums so that there is a bal-
ance between tradition and nature. The
kite flying is also changing with the
changing times. It is no longer restrict-
ed to rooftops. Digital and social media
has provided it with international out-
reach. The videos and photos of kites
festivals are going around the globe.
The way, Indian communities residing
overseas remain in touch with their
native culture by also holding kite festi-
vals on Makar Sankranti. This transfor-
mation shows that not all traditions
remain the same but they change with
the times. One such change is kite fly-
ing, where modernity, tradition, enter-
tainment, and health fly. This festival
makes us understand that there is no
opposition between joy and responsibil-
ity but they complement each other.
Finally, Makar Sankranti and kite fly-
ing which comes along with it is not
merely a festival, but also a celebra-
tion of life. It is a lesson to us of the
meaning of collectivity, balance and
joy. Tradition when taken in the right
way and with responsibility is not
only a reminder of the past but also a
source of inspiration to the present
and the future. 

editorial
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Hyderabad,12th January
2026: NMDC organised a
Contractors cum Service
Providers Meet on 10th
January 2026 at
Donimalai, bringing
together contractors,
service providers, and
senior officials for an
open and meaningful dis-
cussion on the tendering
process and day-to-day
operational issues. The
meet was held under the
guidance of Shri S. B.
Singh, Executive
Director, whose encour-
agement played a key role
in turning the idea into a
successful and interactive
programme. The objec-
tive was to create a com-
mon platform to share
experiences, address

practical challenges, and
improve coordination
during tender submission
and execution of works
and services. Senior offi-
cials, including Shri A. K.
Mishra, CGM (Works),
Shri D. Hansdah, CGM
(Production), along with
Heads of Departments
and executives, were pres-
ent at the event.

Members of the
Contractors Association
also participated in large
numbers, contributing
actively to the discus-
sions. The programme
began with a ceremonial
lamp lighting, followed
by a welcome address by
Shri Rajasekhar N., HoD
(Contracts), who high-
lighted the importance of

better coordination and
timely execution of
works. Presentations and
open discussions on ten-
der-related matters
allowed contractors to
share their concerns and
suggestions, which were
addressed by the NMDC
team during the session.
Appreciating the efforts
of the Contracts
Department, Shri S. B.
Singh expressed hope
that such interactions
would help build stronger
working relationships
and lead to smoother proj-
ect execution. The meet
concluded on a positive
note, with both sides wel-
coming more such
engagements in the
future.

Mumbai: Italian luxury
motorcycle maker Ducati on
Tuesday said it has lined up 10
new and updated motorcycle
models for launch in the
domestic market this year.
These models include
Desmo450 MX, the 2026 edition
of the new Multistrada V4
Rally, Panigale V4
Lamborghini, and new
Monster V2 and the new
Hypermotard V2/V2 SP,
among others, it said. Of the 10
new models, one motorcycle
model, Panigale V4R, has
already hit the market on
January 2, Ducati said.
Besides, the company said its
dealer touchpoints for the
Indian market are also in
place. “The year 2026 is poised
to be another landmark year
for Ducati as we continue to
push boundaries with a portfo-
lio of new launches that will
set fresh benchmarks in the
premium motorcycle seg-
ment,” said Bipul Chandra,
Managing Director, Ducati
India. Ducati India’s commit-
ment to delivering the most
sophisticated, performance-
driven motorcycles to Indian
customers has never been
stronger, he said. “We are
excited to introduce these
exceptional new models, and
with the expansion of our deal-
ership network,” he added.
The first quarter of CY 2026

will commence with the
launch of the New Multistrada
V4 Rally (2026 Edition) and
Panigale V4 Lamborghini,
alongside the highly anticipat-
ed Desmo450 MX, the compa-
ny said. At the start of Q3,
Ducati will introduce the New
Monster V2, Panigale V2

Special Edition MM93 – Marc
Marquez, and Panigale V2
Special Edition PB63 – Pecco
Bagnaia, followed by the
launch of the Diavel V4 RS
towards the end of the quarter,
it said. The fourth quarter will
witness the arrival of the New
Hypermotard V2 and

Hypermotard V2 SP by the
end of October, with the year
culminating in the launch of
the Panigale V4 Marc
MÃ¡rquez Replica by the end
of December 2026, Ducati
India said. The company also
said the indicative prices for
the upcoming models will be

made available on its website
soon and will be confirmed
closer to the respective launch
dates. Bookings for these mod-
els will be open at all Ducati
dealerships in Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kochi
and Kolkata.

Vijayawada: Diu, January : 

Hyderabad: January 13,
2026:  SOCIAL, India’s
neighbourhood café-bar,
has released SOCIAL 2025
Wrapped, its annual data-
led release that captures
how people across Indian
cities used SOCIAL’s spaces
through 2025 from working
and daytime dining to late-
night deliveries, live music
and community-led gather-
ings. The year-end snapshot
highlights a clear shift in
consumer behaviour, with
SOCIAL increasingly func-
tioning as an all-day, all-
mood space where people
don’t just drop in, but stay,
return, and build routines
around. Commenting on
the SOCIAL 2025 Wrapped,
Divya Aggarwal, Chief
Growth Officer, Impresario
Entertainment &
Hospitality Pvt. Ltd., said,
“What stood out for us in
2025 is how clearly behav-
iour has shifted from ‘occa-
sion-led’ to ‘mood-led’.
People aren’t stepping out
only for celebrations any-
more; they’re stepping out
because they want to experi-
ence something new, go to a

familiar corner, or a quick
reset. SOCIAL 2025
Wrapped captures that:
ramen when you need com-
fort, chaat when you want a
lift, a community event
when you want to feel a part
of a larger community, and
delivery when the night
runs longer than planned.

The format that wins today
is the one that can hold
every mood without asking
guests to be a certain ver-
sion of themselves.” From
work hours to closing time
In 2025, SOCIAL clocked
2,025 community events and
hosted 2,100+ live music
gigs, reinforcing its position

as a multi-use cultural space
that transitions seamlessly
from a daytime café to a late-
night neighbourhood bar.
Across cities, the format
continued to attract guests
who used SOCIAL as much
for workday meals and
catch-ups as for evening
gatherings and music-led
nights. Food choices reflect-
ed comfort and familiarity
Food consumption through
the year pointed to repeat,
comfort-led behaviour.
Guests consumed 1,46,055
bowls of ramen, 1,13,825
plates of chaat, and 63,275
servings of K-Krispy Lotus
Stems in 2025. Certain dish-
es moved at near-constant
pace, with a plate of Fully
Reloaded Nachos selling
every 1.25 minutes, a Couch
Potato Platter every 4.25
minutes, and a Boss Fried
Chicken Burger every 5
minutes, highlighting the
role of shareable and famil-
iar food in social dining.
An all-day beverage cul-
ture took shape SOCIAL’s
Peena Menu continued to
mirror evolving moods
and occasions. 

Hyderabad, 13 January
2026: As Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana gear up for
Pedda Panduga (Makar
Sankranthi), the state’s
celebration of India’s most
significant harvest festi-
val, intercity travel across
the state is witnessing
strong momentum. Data
from the redBus platform
indicates that bus book-
ings from Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana are expect-
ed to rise by 65 percent
during the festive travel
window, marking one of
the highest increases seen
across India for this peri-
od. The analysis compares
bookings made between
09th and 18th January 2026
with the corresponding
period last year (10th–19th
January 2025), pointing to
a clear acceleration in
homebound and leisure-
led journeys.
This surge underscores
the continued importance
of buses in festive mobili-
ty, particularly for trav-
ellers returning home, vis-
iting family, or planning
short regional breaks

around Pedda Panduga.
The trend also reflects
evolving travel behaviour,
with more travellers plan-
ning journeys in advance
and opting for comfort-led
services across high-
demand intercity corri-
dors. Amid rising festive
travel demand during
Pedda Panduga, redBus is
running the Discover
Bharat Sale from January
8-26. The sale offers travel
options across India with
fares starting at Rs. 299 per
seat, along with discounts
of up to 50 percent on
buses, trains, and hotels.
Travellers can also avail
additional savings
through select bank and

payment partner offers,
enabling more affordable
and convenient festive
travel planning.

Key Travel Projections (as
per bookings on the
redBus platform)

Top Routes by Traffic:
Hyderabad-Bangalore

Hyderabad-Vijayawada

Vijayawada-Hyderabad

Vijayawada-
Visakkhapatnam

Visakhapatnam-
Vijayawada

Vijayawada-Tirupati

Top Boarding Points by
traffic are in Hyderabbad

Kukatpally

Gachibowli

Miyapur

Lakdikapul

Ameerpet

Travelers’ Preferences:

64% of bookings are for
AC buses, indicating a
strong preference for com-
fortable travel options
when planned in advance,
while the remaining are
for Non-AC buses.

61% of travellers have
opted for sleeper buses,
highlighting the contin-
ued popularity of conven-
ient overnight journeys
during the festive season.

Traveler Demographiics:
Male travellers account

for 66%, while female trav-
ellers account for 34% of
total bus bookings.

KIIT RANKED THE COUNTRY’S 5TH BEST UNIVERSITY IN ATTRACTING FOREIGN STUDENTS

KIIT has been able to 
attract nearly 350 inter-
national visiting faculty 
members and Ph.D. 
scholars from leading 
global institutions such 
as Harvard University, 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT), 
University of 
Washington, and City 
University of New York 
(CUNY), The University 
of Tulsa, University of 
Virginia, Seattle 
University, etc., during 
the current academic 
session. These scholars 

visited the University, 
interacted with stu-
dents, and spent 10–15 
days on campus, besides 
visiting places of tour-
ism importance. 
IndiaTrek is a flagship 
initiative of KIIT, con-
ceived as a cultural-aca-
demic immersion plat-
form that brings togeth-
er international dele-
gates, diplomats, schol-
ars, and youth leaders to 
experience India’s edu-
cational ecosystem, cul-
tural heritage, and social 
development models.

KIIT’s flagship IndiaTrek initiative hosted an 
impressive 350-member delegation in 2025

KIIT Attracts Over 1,000 Foreign 
Delegates Annually; Nobel 
Laureates Continue to Visit Campus

Bhubaneswar, January 9: Odisha 
is steadily emerging as a preferred 
hub for foreign students pursuing 
higher education. Reflecting this 
trend, KIIT is the country's 5th best 
university in attracting foreign stu-
dents. According to a recently pub-
lished NITI Aayog report, Odisha 
figures among the top 10 states in 
India in terms of attracting interna-

tional students. Odisha is placed 
better than neighbouring states like 
West Bengal, Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh. So also, Bhubaneswar city 
has emerged better than Kolkata 
and Hyderabad.

As envisaged under the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, inter-
nationalization of higher education 
has been accorded top priority. 

Though KIIT is located in the State 
of Odisha, a Tier-II city at 
Bhubaneswar, it presently hosts 
over 2,000 international students 
from 70 countries—out of a total of 
2,362 foreign students enrolled 
across various universities in east-
ern India—along with a strong glob-
al alumni base of more than 5,000 
international students.

A 21-member delegation from Harvard University, USA, on a visit to KIIT and KISS recently.
Dr. Achyuta Samanta, Founder, KIIT, KISS & KIMS, is seen among them.

KIIT attracts over 
1,000 foreign dele-
gates annually. It is 
worth mentioning 
that more than 
3,50,000 delegates 
from across the coun-
try have visited KIIT & 
KISS to grace various 
events. So also, many 
Indian delegates visit 
KIIT; out of them 50 
percent are coming to 
KIIT to participate in 
various sports events.

The institution has 
hosted about 25 Nobel 
Laureate lectures. 
These achievements 
have been made pos-
sible due to the bless-
ings of the Almighty, 
as well as the good-
will, national and 
international rank-

ings, and accolades 
received by KIIT & 
KISS, the world-class 
infrastructure includ-
ing sports facilities, 
and the profound 
societal impact of Dr. 
Achyuta Samanta, 
Founder of both insti-
tutions. 

KIIT has facilitated 
extensive internation-
al academic exchange 
by hosting faculty 
members and enabling 
the exchange of stu-
dents from across the 
world. These engage-
ments are held 
through Global Faculty 
Programmes, the 
Global Immersion 
Programme, and the 
Credit-Based Study 
Abroad Programme.

• 5th best university in India in terms of international 
students

• intertionalization of higher education as per NEP; 
recent data published by NITI Aayog

• odisha and bhubaneswar ahead of many other 
states in attracting foreign students 

• KIIT palys the most important role: over 2,000 
students out of 2,362 in eastern India are pursuing 
education at KIIT alone 

• More than 5,000 foreign students have passed out 
from KIIT
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President Donald Trump
has been briefed on a wide
range of covert and military
tools for use in Iran, two
Department of Defense offi-
cials told the BBC's US part-
ner, CBS News. Long-range
missile strikes remain an
option for a potential US
intervention, but Pentagon
officials have also presented
cyber operations and psy-
chological campaign
responses, the sources said.
Trump announced a 25%
tariff on goods from coun-
tries with commercial ties
to Iran on Monday, as rights
groups say more than 600
protesters have been killed
in three weeks of anti-gov-
ernment protests. Iran's for-
eign minister has said
Tehran is open to talks with
Washington, but remains
"prepared for war". Trump's
national security team is
expected to hold a meeting
at the White House on
Tuesday to discuss options
for Iran, the sources said,
but it is unclear whether the

president himself will be in
attendance. The US presi-
dent had earlier said that
his military was weighing
"very strong options" to
intervene if more protesters
were killed. Trump said
Iranian leaders had called
him "to negotiate", but
added that the US "may have
to act before a meeting".
Frustration over the col-
lapse of the Iranian curren-

cy and economic misman-
agement has expanded into
a crisis of legitimacy for
Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Fars, Iran's state-linked
news agency, claimed that
Monday night was the "calm
after the storm" following
weeks of protests, with a
"night free from unrest" in
many cities including the
capital Tehran. However,

the BBC has received
footage from people who
claim protests took place in
a number of locations across
the country. Due to an ongo-
ing internet blackout, it is
difficult to verify when the
videos were filmed. On
Monday, White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
said an Iranian official had
also contacted Trump's spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff,

adding that Tehran's public
stance is "quite [different]
from the messages the
administration is receiving
privately". However, she
warned that the US presi-
dent is "unafraid to use mili-
tary options if and when he
deems necessary". The two
sources, who requested
anonymity to discuss
national security matters
with CBS, said that any US
military response in Iran
will likely involve air
power, but that planners are
also considering options to
disrupt Iranian command
structures and communica-
tions. The US has urged its
citizens in Iran to leave or
have a plan to depart the
country that does not
require US government
assistance. Khamenei
accused the US of "deceit"
and relying on "treacherous
mercenaries", while prais-
ing state-organised pro-gov-
ernment rallies held in Iran
on Monday. He said the
"Iranian nation is a power-

ful one, is aware and knows
its enemies and is present in
every scene". State media
said large crowds gathered
in several cities following
calls for pro-government
demonstrations. BBC
Persian has seen text mes-
sages inviting people inside
the country to attend these
demonstrations, while also
warning them not to take
part in anti-government
protests. Separately on
Monday, Trump said on his
Truth Social platform he
would impose a 25% tariff
on goods from countries
that are "doing business"
with Tehran, without elabo-
rating. "This order is final
and conclusive," he added.
Iran, already under severe
US sanctions, faces a col-
lapsing currency and infla-
tion that has pushed food
prices up by as much as
70%. Food makes up about
one-third of Iran's imports,
and further restrictions,
caused by the tariffs, could
worsen shortages and costs.

Prosecutors have asked for
South Korea's former presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol to be
handed a death sentence if
he is found guilty over his
botched attempt to impose
martial law. A court in
Seoul heard closing argu-
ments in Yoon's trial, in
which he was accused of
being the "ringleader of an
insurrection". The charge
stems from Yoon's attempt
in December 2024 to impose
military rule in South Korea
- an act that lasted just hours
but plunged the country into
political turmoil. He was
later impeached by parlia-
ment and detained to face
trial. Yoon has denied the
charges against him, argu-
ing that martial law was a
symbolic gesture to draw
public attention to the

wrongdoings of the opposi-
tion party. Leading an insur-
rection - the most serious
charge against Yoon - car-
ries the death penalty or life
imprisonment and under
South Korean law prosecu-
tors must ask the judge for
one or the other for the
crime of insurrection. South
Korea has not executed any-
one in nearly 30 years. In

1996, former military dicta-
tor Chun Doo-hwan was
given the death penalty for
seizing power in a military
coup in 1979, though his sen-
tence was later commuted to
life imprisonment. The pros-
ecutors in Yoon's case argue
that although no one was
killed in his martial law
attempt, Yoon's intent was
no less violent. They called

to the stand the military
commander who testified
that Yoon had ordered the
arrest of lawmakers. They
also presented as evidence
the memo made by one of
the planners of the martial
law, a former military offi-
cer, containing the sugges-
tion of "disposing" of hun-
dreds of people including
journalists, labour activists
and lawmakers. Yoon's
insurrection trial has been
merged with those of two
other senior figures in his
administration, former
defence minister Kim Yong-
hyun and former police
chief Cho Ji-ho. A verdict
and sentencing for Yoon and
the other defendants, if they
are convicted, is expected at
a later date - widely expected
to be in February.

Central banks across the
world have joined together
to declare that they stand in
"full solidarity" with the
Federal Reserve's chair after
the US launched a criminal
investigation into Jerome
Powell. The heads of the
Bank of England, the
European Central Bank and
the Bank of Canada are
among 11 senior bankers
who have signed a statement
highlighting the importance
of independence in setting
interest rates. "Chair Powell
has served with integrity,
focused on his mandate and
an unwavering commitment
to the public interest," they
said. The Department of
Justice is conducting the
probe. President Donald

Trump has said he did not
"know anything" about the
investigation. The probe is
linked to testimony Powell
gave to a Senate committee
about renovations to Federal
Reserve buildings. It follows
a year of relentless attacks
on the Fed chair by Trump.
As well as criticising

Powell's decisions on inter-
est rates, Trump has made
personal comments, calling
the Fed chair a "major loser"
and a "numbskull".
Commenting on the Fed
chair, the global central
bankers said in their joint
statement: "To us, he is a
respected colleague who is

held in the highest regard by
all who have worked with
him." Until the weekend,
Powell had stayed largely
silent in the face of Trump's
attacks but on Sunday, he
publicly pushed back and
warned that the independ-
ence of the US central bank
was at stake. "This is about
whether the Fed will be able
to continue to set interest
rates based on evidence and
economic conditions, or
whether instead monetary
policy will be directed by
political pressure or intimi-
dation," Powell said. In their
joint statement on Tuesday,
the senior financial institu-
tions said: "The independ-
ence of central banks is a
cornerstone of price. 

A high-stakes appeal by
far-right French politi-
cian Marine Le Pen has
begun in Paris against a
ruling that banned her
from running for public
office for five years. Le
Pen, 57, was found guilty
last year of embezzling
EU funds and, if the ban
is upheld, she will not be
able to stand in the 2027
presidential election.
Ahead of her arrival in
court, she said "hopeful"
about the outcome. On
Monday, the president
of her National Rally
party, Jordan Bardella,
said barring her from
the election would be
"deeply worrying for
democracy". Bardella
said he would not stand
for president but would
instead seek the lower-
ranking post of prime
minister. The case at the
Paris Court of Appeal
will last until 12
February but a ruling is
not expected before the
summer, well ahead of
next year's presidential
vote. Last year's case
centred on charges that
Le Pen, along with more
than 20 other senior
party figures, hired

assistants who worked
on her RN party affairs
rather than for the
European Parliament
which paid them. The
judge, Bénédicte de
Perthuis, said Le Pen
had been at the "heart of
the system" that saw the
embezzlement of 2.9m
(£2.5m) worth of
European funds. Le Pen
was given a four-year
prison sentence – with
two years suspended
and the remaining two
to be served with an
electronic tag rather
than in custody. She was
handed a 100,000
(£82,635) fine and
banned from seeking
public office "with
immediate effect". More
than 20 RN figures were
also found guilty in last
year's trial and the party
was ordered to pay a 2m
fine, with half the
amount suspended.
Eleven of Le Pen's col-
leagues are taking part
in the Paris appeal, but
12 have decided not to
challenge the original
verdicts, including her
sister Yann Le Pen who
was given a one-year
suspended prison term. 

Flames lick around the
edges of Omar's passport.
"It's burning well," an
unseen woman says in
Russian in the video.
Omar, a 26-year-old
Syrian construction
worker, had been
deployed for about nine
months on the front line
of Russia's war in
Ukraine when the clip
arrived on his phone. He
knew the woman's voice.
It was Polina
A l e x a n d r o v n a
Azarnykh, who he says
had helped him sign up
to fight for Russia, prom-
ising lucrative work and
Russian citizenship. But
now she was angry. In a
series of voice notes from
Ukraine, Omar, speaking
under a pseudonym for
his safety, describes how
he ended up trapped and
terrified in the war zone.
He says Azarnykh had
promised that if he paid
her $3,000 (£2,227), she
would ensure he stayed
in a non-combat role.
But, he says, he was sent
into battle with just 10
days of training, so he
refused to pay and she
eventually responded by

burning his passport. He
says he tried refusing to
take part in a mission,
but his commanders
threatened to kill or jail
him. "We were tricked…
this woman is a con
artist and a liar," says
Omar. A BBC Eye inves-
tigation has followed
how Azarnykh, a 40-year-
old former teacher, uses
a Telegram channel to
lure young men, often
from poor countries, into
joining Russia's military.
The former teacher's
smiling video messages
and upbeat posts offer
"one-year contracts" for
"military service". The
BBC World Service has
identified nearly 500
cases where she has pro-
vided documents,
referred to as invitations,
which allow the recipi-
ent to enter Russia to join
the military. These have
been for men - mainly
from Syria, Egypt and
Yemen - who appear to
have sent her their pass-
port details in order to
enlist. But recruits and
their relatives have told
the BBC that she misled
men into believing they
would avoid combat,
failed to make clear they
could not leave after a
year and threatened
those who challenged
her. When contacted by
the , she rejected the alle-
gations. Twelve families
told us of young men
they say were recruited
by her who are now dead
or missing. 

"I saw it with my own eyes -
they fired directly into lines
of protesters, and people fell
where they stood." Omid's
voice was shaking as he
spoke, fearful of being traced.
Breaking the wall of silence
between Iran and the rest of
the world takes immense
courage, given the risk of
reprisals by the authorities.
Omid, in his early 40s and
whose name we have
changed for his safety, has
been protesting on the
streets of a small city in
southern Iran over the past
few days against worsening
economic hardship. He said
security forces had opened
fire at unarmed protesters in
his city with Kalashnikov-
style assault rifles. "We are

fighting a brutal regime with
empty hands," he said. The
BBC has received similar
accounts of the crackdown
by security forces following
the widespread protests
across the country last week.
Since then, internet access
has been cut by the authori-
ties, making reporting from
Iran more difficult than ever.
BBC Persian is banned from
reporting inside Iran by the
government. One of the
largest nationwide anti-gov-
ernment protests took place
on Thursday, the twelfth
night of demonstrations.
Many people appear to have
joined the protests on
Thursday and Friday after
calls from Reza Pahlavi, the
exiled son of the last shah of

Iran who was overthrown in
the 1979 Islamic revolution.
The following day, Iran's
Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei said: "The Islamic
Republic will not back
down." It appears that the
worst bloodshed occurred
after that warning as securi-
ty forces and the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps
take their orders from him.
Iranian authorities accused
the US and Israel of foment-
ing trouble and condemned
"terrorist actions", state
media reported. A young
woman from Tehran said
last Thursday felt like "the
day of judgement". "Even

remote neighbourhoods of
Tehran were packed with
protesters - places you
wouldn't believe," she said.
"But on Friday, security
forces only killed and killed
and killed. Seeing it with my
own eyes made me so unwell
that I completely lost morale.
Friday was a bloody day."
She said that, after Friday's
killings, people were afraid
to go out and that many were
now chanting from alleys
and inside their homes.
Tehran was a battlefield, she
said, with protesters and
security forces taking posi-
tions and cover on the
streets. But she added: "In
war, both sides have
weapons. Here, people only
chant and get killed. It is a

one-sided war."
Eyewitnesses in Fardis, a
city just to the west of
Tehran, said that on Friday,
members of the paramilitary
Basij force under the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) suddenly attacked
protesters after hours with-
out a police presence on the
streets. The forces, who were
in uniform and riding motor-
cycles, fired live ammuni-
tion directly at protesters,
according to the witnesses.
Unmarked cars were also
driven into alleys, with occu-
pants shooting at residents
who were not involved in the
protests, they said. "Two or
three people were killed in
every alley," one witness
alleged. 

COLD WEATHER AND
DATA CENTRES DRIVE
UP US GREENHOUSE

GAS EMISSIONS

RUBBISH LANDSLIDE
DEATH TOLL IN

PHILIPPINES RISES TO 11
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Controversy erupted within
the Bangladesh cricket com-
munity when M. Najmul
Islam, a prominent member
of the BCB Board of
Directors, called former
Bangladesh cricket team cap-
tain Tamim Iqbal an "Indian
agent" in a social media post.
The comment came amid ris-
ing political tensions
between the two countries,
resulting in the BCB request-
ing the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to shift their
T20 World Cup 2026 matches
from India to Sri Lanka.
Tamim questioned the long-
term financial implications
of such a request but was
heavily criticised by the BCB
official. While he faced signif-
icant backlash for his com-
ments, M. Najmul Islam
remained steadfast in his
stance and doubled down on
his remarks. "It was a private

post. I do not think it went
viral. It was the screenshot of
my post that was made viral
by people, and I do not know
what people ended up gain-
ing from it," he told Sports24.
"I just expressed my personal
views. I think in a situation
like this, we are thinking
about money and not the
country. I do not have any-
thing against Tamim. I
would have said this about

anyone else. Tamim's com-
ments were in line with
India's propaganda, and I did
not like it," he concluded.
Earlier, he took to social
media to slam Tamim for his
views and even wrote a con-
troversial message: "Eibar
aaro ekjon porikkhito
Bharatiya dalaal er aaty-
oprokash Banglar jonogon
duchokh bhore dekhlo (This
time, Bangladesh has wit-

nessed the self-expression of
a proven Indian agent)," he
posted. The post received
immediate backlash from
former and current crick-
eters, including Taskin
Ahmed, Mominul Haque,
and Taijul Islam. Even the
Cricketers' Welfare
Association of Bangladesh
(CWAB) expressed shock at
Najmul's comments. "A com-
ment made by BCB director
M. Najmul Islam regarding
former national captain
Tamim Iqbal has come to the
attention of the Cricketers'
Welfare Association of
Bangladesh. We are stunned,
shocked, and outraged by it.
"Such a remark by a board
official about the most suc-
cessful opener in
Bangladesh's history, who
represented the country for
16 years, is utterly con-
demnable. 

Ayush Badoni's inclusion in
the Indian cricket team squad
for the ODI series against New
Zealand has not gone down
well with a section of fans on
social media. Badoni was
handed his maiden ODI call-up
as a replacement for
Washington Sundar, who was
ruled out due to injury.
However, social media users
were not happy with the
choice, and some even accused
head coach Gautam Gambhir
of favouritism. Users were
quick to cite Badoni's under-
whelming numbers in List A
cricket so far, as he has scored
693 runs in 22 innings and
taken 22 wickets. He has had a
disappointing run in the ongo-
ing Vijay Hazare Trophy, man-
aging just 16 runs from three
innings at an average of 8.

However, he did produce
notable numbers in the Indian
Premier League (IPL), scoring
329 runs from 11 innings dur-
ing the 2025 season. Gambhir
worked with Badoni during
his time with Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) in the IPL, and
they also hail from the same
domestic side in the Ranji

Trophy. Some social media
users even namedropped
Harshit Rana to claim that
Gambhir has been biased
towards certain players dur-
ing selections. Badoni's coach,
Sarandeep Singh, said that the
all-rounder had received a
much-awaited India call-up for
the ongoing ODI series against

New Zealand, and revealed
that the 26-year-old is ready to
play international cricket
‘right away' given his top form
across all departments. Badoni
received his maiden ODI call-
up on Monday, named as a
replacement for Washington
Sundar after the latter was
ruled out of the remainder of
the ongoing three-game series
against the BlackCaps upon
sustaining a strain to his left
lower rib area. Badoni had
been practising at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence (CoE) in
Bengaluru on Monday morn-
ing for Delhi's upcoming Vijay
Hazare Trophy match when
he learned about the develop-
ment and left his state team to
join the national squad in
Rajkot ahead of the second ODI
on Wednesday. 

Veteran Indian cricket
team batter Ajinkya
Rahane believes that Virat
Kohli's attitude of learning
and never giving up is
sometimes mistaken for
arrogance. Rahane offered
insight into the star bat-
ter's pre-match routines
and highlighted the
amount of detail that goes
into his preparations.
Rahane spent several
years in the dressing room
with Virat, and both were
part of the leadership
group in the side. Over the
years, Virat has been
accused of being arrogant
and overly aggressive on
the field. However, Rahane
believes it is his passion
and intent for the sport.
"However much we talk
about Virat Kohli is never
enough. But I have seen
him very closely, how he
goes about his batting. We
talk about his passion and
his intent each and every
time. But I feel what
stands out is his attitude -
the attitude of learning,
the attitude of never giv-
ing up. People outside

think Virat is arrogant,
but he is not. He gets into
the zone," Rahane said on
Cricbuzz. Rahane also
revealed that Virat used to
stop talking to his team-
mates just ahead of the
game and wear his
AirPods to get into the
zone. He added that it took
the teammates some time
to understand Virat's pre-
game preparations. "I saw
him two days before the
game. He'll hardly talk to

people, even to his team-
mates. That's what actual-
ly gets him into the zone.
He'll always wear his
AirPods or try and listen
to whatever he wants to
and what he likes to get
into the zone." "Initially, it
took all the players a little
bit of time - why is he
doing that? But then I got
to know that he's actually
getting into the zone by
not talking to the players
or anyone," he added.

DDiu, January : Beach soccer is
steadily emerging as a signifi-
cant avenue of opportunity
and self-expression for young
athletes in coastal and tribal-
dominated Union Territories
such as Dadra & Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu. In recent
years, focused initiatives by
the Union Territory adminis-
tration have played a key role
in strengthening football
development, with beach soc-
cer gaining particular
momentum. This progress
has been possible by sus-
tained investment in sports
infrastructure and grassroots
development. Khelo India
Beach Games 2026 director-
cum-joint secretary (Youth
Affairs & Sports), Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu, Shri Arun Gupta, has
highlighted that world-class
sports infrastructure is being
developed across all three dis-
tricts of the Union Territory
to create a structured ecosys-
tem and long-term opportuni-
ties for emerging talent,
ensuring that disciplines like
beach soccer receive consis-
tent institutional support.
The DNHDD beach football
team coach Preet Bhatt fur-

ther added that interest in the
discipline has grown consid-
erably over the past three
years. He noted that national
platforms such as the Khelo

India Beach Games have
enabled local players to test
themselves at a higher level.
“Such exposure has increased
players’ confidence and con-

tributed to the overall growth
of sporting culture in the
region,” Bhatt said.
Explaining the selection
process, Bhatt said players
are first shortlisted through
district-level trials before
being invited to specialised
training camps. “A group of
around 20 to 22 players under-
goes focused training, after
which 12 to 15 are selected for
the final squad. Regular prac-
tice sessions and preparatory
matches are also conducted
ahead of major tournaments,”
Bhatt added. According to
Bhatt, the region’s coastal
geography offers a natural
advantage. Many players reg-
ularly train on sandy beaches,
allowing them to adapt
instinctively to the physical
and technical demands of
beach soccer. This familiarity
with playing conditions has
been instrumental in improv-
ing performances at national
competitions. Beyond the
Khelo India Beach Games, the
Department of Youth Affairs
and Sports conducts multiple
tournaments across senior,
youth and junior categories.
Bhatt added that school-level
competitions, including

Under-10, Under-12, School
Games Federation of India
and Subroto Cup events,
serve as important platforms
for early talent identification
and long-term development.
With a substantial tribal pop-
ulation in the Union
Territory, sports initiatives
have also played a vital role in
drawing youth from tribal
areas into organised competi-
tive sport. Several players
from tribal backgrounds are
now part of representative
teams and are delivering con-
sistent performances. Bhatt,
who currently coaches the
men’s team, believes that a
predominantly local coaching
setup has further strength-
ened development efforts.
“Local coaches have a better
understanding of players’
social and geographical con-
texts, which helps make train-
ing more effective and out-
come-driven,” he said. Bhatt
added that the outlook for
beach soccer in Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu remains positive, with
structured selection systems,
institutional training support
and regular competition now
firmly in place. 

Indian cricket team batter Shreyas Iyer
is on the verge of surpassing Shikhar
Dhawan and Virat Kohli to claim a sen-
sational record ahead of the second ODI
encounter against New Zealand on
Wednesday. Iyer, who made his come-
back to international cricket after a pro-
longed absence due to injury, has 2966
runs from 68 innings in ODI cricket at an
average of 47.83. He needs just 34 runs to
become the fastest Indian batter to reach
the 3000-run milestone in the format.
The record currently belongs to Dhawan
who achieved the feat in 72 innings.
Kohli completed 3000 ODI runs in 75
innings. Overall, if Iyer can achieve the
feat on Wednesday, he will become the
fourth-fastest player in the world along
with Viv Richards. If Iyer achieves the
feat on Wednesday, he will be the first
Indian cricketer to reach 3000 ODI runs
in under 70 innings.  The world record
belongs to South Africa legend Hashim
Amla who scored 3000 runs in 57
innings. Earlier, Iyer lavished praise on
Virat Kohli, saying the batting great has

been "walking the talk" for years, the lat-
est being his masterclass in a successful
run chase against New Zealand in the
ODI series opener. Kohli struck a fluent
93 off 91 balls as India chased down a tar-
get of 301 to register a four-wicket win
and take a 1-0 lead in the three-match
rubber here on Sunday. During the
innings, Kohli also became the fastest
player to reach 28,000 international runs
across formats and the second-highest
run-scorer in international cricket,
behind Sachin Tendulkar. "Whatever
we talk about his innings, it would be
less. We have been seeing it for so many
years now he's been doing it consistent-
ly. The way he rotates the strike and he
takes on the bowlers, he basically walks
the talk," Iyer said in a video posted by
BCCI. Iyer, who returned to internation-
al action after a long injury layoff follow-
ing a spleen laceration with internal
bleeding sustained during the third ODI
against Australia in Sydney in October
last year, said he was delighted to begin
the series on a winning note. 

Britain's Emma Raducanu
will have to return to the
court on Wednesday after
her first-round match
against Camila Osorio at
the Hobart International
was suspended because of
rain. Raducanu, bidding for
her first win of the 2026 sea-
son, led the Colombian 6-3 2-
4 when play was suspend-
ed. It was a back-and-forth
match, with
both players battling the

blustery conditions and
Osorio struggling with a
persistent cough. The first
three games of the first set
went against serve before
Raducanu rallied, taking
the opener in 45 minutes
against her wildcard oppo-
nent. World number 82
Osorio found another gear
in the second set, hitting
four winners in the opening
game and using her sliced
backhand drop shots to
break the Raducanu serve.
After a 30-minute break, the
players returned to court
and managed just two
points before the heavy
rain returned. Raducanu,
who had her off-season dis-
rupted by a foot injury, is
playing in her final tourna-

ment before the Australian
Open begins on Sunday.
World number 29
Raducanu showed some
impressive ball-striking
behind her forehand but
she struggled against
Osorio's drop shots. The
Briton opted not to chase
down three shorter balls
played by Colombian in the
first set and lost some of her
intensity after the first rain
delay. Raducanu's change
of intent - opting to work
Osorio around the court
instead of overpowering
her in the rallies - allowed
the Colombian to claim
three successive breaks of
serve in the second set. The
23-year-old now faces a
short turnaround before
finishing off her first-round
match tomorrow. Poland's
Magdalena Frech, who was
a comfortable 6-4 6-0 win-
ner over France's Elsa
Jacquemot, awaits either
Raducanu or Osorio in the
quarter-finals. Elsewhere,
Britain's Harriet Dart pro-
gressed to the second
qualifying round in
Melbourne as she bids for
a place in the Australian
Open main draw.

The USA is one of the 20
teams that will compete in
the 2026 T20 World Cup,
which starts in India on
February 7. In fact, the
USA's first match is against
the hosts at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.
Though the USA squad for
the marquee event is yet to
be officially announced, the
team is expected to include
several players from the
Indian and Pakistani dias-
pora. Ali Khan is one such
player. The right-arm pacer,
who was part of the Kolkata
Knight Riders squad in 2020,
claimed his visa was reject-
ed via an Instagram post.
"Indian visa denied but KFC
for the win," he wrote. Ali
Khan was born and raised
in Attock, Pakistan. At 19,
his family moved to the
United States. He has played

15 ODIs and 18 T20Is.
Meanwhile, the T20 World
Cup in Bangladesh is facing
a major venue hurdle.
Bangladesh has refused to
travel to India, citing securi-
ty threats. The Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) raised
its security concerns for the
first time only after pacer
Mustafizur Rahman's IPL
contract was terminated. A

video conference between
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) and the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) was held on
Tuesday afternoon to dis-
cuss the Bangladesh nation-
al cricket team's participa-
tion in the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2026.
Representing the BCB were
President Aminul Islam,

Vice Presidents Shakawath
Hossain and Faruque
Ahmed, Director and
Chairman of the Cricket
Operations Committee
Nazmul Abedeen, and Chief
Executive Officer Nizam
Uddin Chowdhury. During
the discussions, the BCB
reaffirmed its decision not
to travel to India, citing
security concerns. The
Board also reiterated its
request for the ICC to con-
sider relocating
Bangladesh's matches out-
side India. While the ICC
noted that the tournament
itinerary has already been
announced and requested
that the BCB reconsider its
stance, the Board's position
remains unchanged. Both
parties agreed that discus-
sions will continue to
explore possible solutions. 

Former Great Britain sprint-
er Reece Prescod says he will
not take performance-
enhancing drugs despite
signing up for the controver-
sial Enhanced Games. The
competition, scheduled to
take place in Las Vegas in
May, will allow athletes to
take substances, under med-
ical supervision, that are
banned in mainstream sport.
The 29-year-old, who retired
last year, is the fourth-fastest
British man over 100m, with
a personal best of 9.93 sec-
onds. Speaking to BBC Radio
4's World at One programme,
Prescod replied "no" when
questioned on whether he
had taken any substances so
far. Asked "But will you?" he
again replied: "No."
"Obviously, medical-wise it's
always confidential, but I
think for me right now the
biggest priority is getting
back into that sub-10 shape,"
he added. The Enhanced
Games has been criticised
for endangering athletes'
health and undermining fair
play, with the World Anti-
Doping Agency (Wada)
describing it as a "dangerous
and irresponsible project".
Only substances approved
by the United States' Food

and Drug Administration,
(FDA) can be taken. That is a
different list to the one the
Wada allows for elite ath-
letes. UK Athletics' chief
executive Jack Buckner said
he was "appalled" when it
was revealed Prescod had
signed up earlier in January.
Prescod said participants -
who also include former
British Olympic swimmer
Ben Proud - had a "personal
choice" over what measures
they adopt. Speaking in
September, Proud said
organisers "aren't asking me
to take anything" and added
he was unsure if he would
use any substances. "People
aren't necessarily aware
that's actually a choice you
have. Some athletes will be
enhanced, some athletes will
not be enhanced," said
Prescod. "I've started my
winter preparation like I
normally would for an ath-
letics season." 'Exciting'
prospect When asked if he
would be putting himself at a
disadvantage, Prescod said
he had "competed [for] 12 or
15 years completely clean
with never any sort of viola-
tion" and had run below 10
seconds "on quite a few
occasions".
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IIslamabad: Ever since 2026
began, entertainment circles
have been buzzing with
rumours about Pakistani
actress Hania Aamir’s wed-
ding. Several Pakistani
entertainment pages and
show hosts have claimed
that the actress is set to tie
the knot with her rumoured
beau, singer Asim Azhar,
later this year. Amid these
ongoing speculations, Hania
found herself in the spotlight
again after comments made
by Pakistani astrologers
about her personal life went
viral. Recently, on Nadia
Khan’s morning show Rise
and Shine, astrologer Samia
Khan predicted that Hania
Aamir could face divorce if
she chooses to get married
in 2026. The astrologer
advised the actress to focus
on her career and avoid mar-
riage for now, citing astro-

logical reasons. Hania
Aamir’s reaction Hania
Aamir has now reacted to
the prediction. The actress
shared a clip of Samia
Khan’s statement on her
Instagram and responded
with humour, writing,
“Ajeeb, pehle shadi to
honay do,” leaving
fans amused with her
candid response.
W e d d i n g
r u m o u r s
with Asim
A z h a r
T h e
w e d -
d i n g

rumours
initially gained traction
after a discussion on Galaxy
Lollywood’s show hosted by
Momin Ali Munshi. 

Mumbai: The internet is
abuzz with speculation
about Bollywood actress
and dancer Nora Fatehi’s
personal life, with reports
linking her to Moroccan
football star and national
team captain Achraf
Hakimi. The rumours
gained momentum after
Nora was spotted cheering
for the Morocco team dur-
ing a recent match, prompt-
ing widespread chatter
across social media plat-
forms. As the rumours
gained traction, one topic
that has particularly caught
the attention of fans and
media circles is the duo’s
age gap.

Nora Fatehi, Achraf
Hakimi’s age gap
Achraf Hakimi, born on
November 4, 1998, is 27 years
old, while Nora Fatehi, born
on February 6, 1992, is 33,
making the actress 6 years
older than the footballer. 

How the 
rumours started
The buzz began after Nora’s
recent trip to Morocco,
where she was spotted
attending a match during
the Africa Cup of Nations
(AFCON). Soon after, Nora
shared celebratory
Instagram stories, revealing

that the team she was sup-
porting, Morocco, had
emerged victorious.
What appeared to be a sim-
ple show of support quickly
turned into gossip fodder.
Fans speculated that her
presence at the match might
be more personal than pro-
fessional. The rumours

intensified when Reddit
users noticed that Achraf
Hakimi had liked one of
Nora’s Instagram posts
from the game, sparking
theories of a possible con-
nection. Neither Nora nor
Achraf has publicly com-
mented on the dating
rumours so far. 

“Anaganaga Oka Raju is a
complete festival film
packed with every element
Telugu audiences love” –
Producer Suryadevara
Naga Vamsi Releasing this
Sankranthi amid high
expectations, Anaganaga
Oka Raju is a true festive
entertainer. The film stars
star entertainer Naveen
Polishetty, who has carved a
special place in the hearts of
audiences with three con-
secutive blockbusters. It is
produced by Suryadevara
Naga Vamsi and Sai
Soujanya under the banners
of Sithara Entertainments
and Fortune Four Cinemas,
and presented by Srikara
Studios. The film is directed
by debutant Mari, with
Meenakshi Chaudhary as
the female lead and music
composed by Mickey J.
Meyer. From the very begin-
ning, the film’s promotional
content stood out for its
freshness and caught audi-
ence attention. Set to deliver
a complete entertainment
feast this Sankranthi,
Anaganaga Oka Raju is
releasing in theatres on
January 14, 2026. The
recently released trailer
doubled expectations, and
as the film gears up for its
theatrical release, the team
held a pre-release press
meet. Speaking at the press
meet, Naveen Polishetty
said, “First of all,
Sankranthi greetings to
everyone. For us Telugu
people, Sankranthi is a very
special festival. No matter
how many problems we

have, we forget them all,
meet our loved ones, and
spend time happily togeth-
er. We put stress aside,
enjoy festive food, laugh
with everyone, and have a
great time. That same ener-
gy is what you’ll see in
Anaganaga Oka Raju. The
film is designed to take
away your stress and make
you laugh freely. The amaz-
ing response you gave to the
trailer doubled our confi-
dence in the film. The jokes
from the trailer went viral
on social media. We
received feedback from all
sections saying it feels like a
perfect festival film, a com-
plete family entertainer,
and that it’s very, very good.
Bookings are already get-
ting an excellent response.
Especially overseas, the pre-
sales alone have crossed the
opening numbers of my pre-
vious films. Matching the
interest you’re showing, the

film will definitely entertain
you to the fullest.” Heroine
Meenakshi Chaudhary said,
“All of us have worked
extremely hard and are
coming before you with a
good film. We’re eagerly
waiting for your response.
You will definitely enjoy the
film and keep laughing
throughout. Please watch it
with your family and enjoy.
Laugh freely and celebrate
this Sankranthi happily.”
Director Maari said, “The
film has turned out really
well. It’s a perfect festival
entertainer. Sankranthi is a
special festival for Telugu
people. It’s an emotion for
us. We’re very happy to
release our film as a
Sankranthi gift. This is a
clean entertainer you can
watch with your family and
laugh freely. On January 14,
go to the theatre with
your family, forget all
your worries, and

laugh wholeheartedly for
two and a half hours.
Celebrate this festival with
Raju.” Producer
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi
said, “The film is based on a
beautiful story set against
the Godavari backdrop. In
Naveen’s style, it’s filled
with a lot of fun. There’s
also a political satire
episode set in a rural back-
drop. While the film will
make you laugh a lot, it also
carries a strong emotional
high towards the end.
Comedy, emotion, action,
songs – this is a festival film
made with all the elements.”
Child actor Revanth said,
“Thanks to Sithara
Entertainments and Naveen
garu for giving me such a
great opportunity.

Icon Star Allu Arjun’s
biggest blockbuster and
Indian industry hit, Pushpa
2: The Rule, is now ready to
rule Japan. The massively
successful film created
waves at the Indian box
office and went on to
become a cultural sensa-
tion. The film also features
a Japanese reference, with
Pushpa’s entry fight
sequence set in Japan,
where Allu Arjun fluently
delivers Japanese dia-
logues. Ahead of the grand
Japanese release on
January 16, the superstar
reached Tokyo to promote
his action entertainer,
accompanied by his family.
Allu Arjun took to his offi-
cial Instagram handle and
greeted netizens with a love-
ly picture from Tokyo. The
post, featuring the beautiful
city skyline, was captioned
simply with “Tokyo.”
Distributors Geek Pictures

and Shochiku have part-
nered with Mythri Movie
Makers and Sukumar
Writings to bring the
Pushpa madness to
Japanese screens under the
title Pushpa Kunrin. As
Japanese audiences have
shown great love for Indian
cinema’s biggest block-
busters, the makers are con-
fident about the film’s suc-
cess in Japan. The record-
shattering blockbuster,
starring Icon Star Allu
Arjun in the lead, will have
Premieres in Japanese the-
atres on January 15, 2026,
under the title Pushpa
Kunrin. Directed by
Sukumar, the film features
music composed by Devi
Sri Prasad. Fahadh Faasil
plays a police officer, while
Rashmika Mandanna stars
as the female lead. The
film is produced by
Naveen Yerneni and Y.
Ravi Shankar.

Vision Movie Makers’
upcoming romantic enter-
tainer Sumathi Shatakam
has unveiled its first
melody song titled
‘Ekkade Ekkade’, adding
fresh musical buzz ahead
of the film’s theatrical
release on February 6.
Produced by Sai Sudhakar
Kommalapati and written
and directed by M.M.
Naidu, the film stars
Amardeep Chowdary and
Shaili Chowdary in the
lead roles. The song,
penned by Tirupati
Javana and beautifully
rendered by Dhanunjay
Seepana, captures the soul
of a heartfelt love story.
Set to an evocative score
by Subhash Anand,
‘Ekkade Ekkade’ stands
out as a soothing melody
with meaningful lyrics
and rich emotional depth.
The track has been
released through Aditya
Music on YouTube, where
it is already drawing
attention from music

lovers. With its gentle
tune and romantic vibe,
the song offers a glimpse
into the film’s tender nar-
rative and is expected to
become a chartbuster, giv-
ing Sumathi Shatakam a
strong musical push before
its release. Apart from the
lead pair, the film features
Tasty Teja, Mahesh Vitta,
JDV Prasad, Akella Gopi
Krishna, Kiran Vijay,
Mirchi Kiran, Nellore
Neeraj, and Malakpet
Shailaja in key roles. The
technical crew includes S.
Halesh as the cinematogra-
pher and Naheed
Mohammed as the editor,
ensuring high production
values. Sumathi Shatakam
has already generated posi-
tive buzz with its first look
and teaser, both of which
received encouraging
responses from audiences.
With the release of ‘Ekkade
Ekkade’, the makers have
further heightened expec-
tations for this romantic
musical drama.
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