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Union minister launches 
open-sea marine fish farming 
project in Andamans
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Software engineer 
dies as car falls into 
drainage pit amid 
dense fog in Noida
NEW DELHI: A 27-year-old 
software engineer tragically 
lost his life after his car collid-
ed with a drainage boundary 
and plunged into a deep ditch 
in Greater Noida, sparking 
anger among local residents 
over poor road safety mea-
sures.  The incident occurred 
near Sector 150 on Friday 
night when the victim, identi-
fied as Yuvraj Mehta, was 
returning home from work, 
officials said on Sunday. 
According to the officials, 
dense fog coupled with the 
absence of reflectors on the 
road caused his car to hit a 
high-ground ridge separating 
two drainage basins.

ED-Ranchi Police row a 
conspiracy, says Marandi, 
calls for CBI probe
Ranchi, Jan 18 (TSIT) Former 
Jharkhand Chief Minister 
and Leader of the Opposition 
Babulal Marandi on Sunday 
termed the ongoing ED ver-
sus Ranchi Police controver-
sy a well-planned conspiracy 
and demanded a CBI investi-
gation into the entire epi-
sode.In a statement posted 
on social media, Marandi 
alleged that the recent 
action by Ranchi Police 
against the regional office 
of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) was aimed 
at influencing corruption 
investigations.

IndiGo flight makes emer-
gency landing in Lucknow 
following bomb threat
Lucknow, Jan 18 (TSIT) An 
IndiGo flight from Delhi to 
Bagdogra made an emergency 
landing at Chaudhary Charan 
Singh International Airport, 
Lucknow, on Sunday following a 
bomb threat.According to airport 
sources, ATC received a bomb 
threat on Indigo flight 6E-6650 at 
8:46 am on Sunday. The plane 
landed at Lucknow airport at 
9:17 am. After the passengers 
were safely disembarked, the 
aircraft was made to park in the 
isolation bay.According to 
reports, a threatening message 
was found on a napkin inside the 
plane’s bathroom. 
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MUMBAI (TSIT): Silver prices 
have continued their 
remarkable rally, rising 
another 22 per cent in 
January so far, strength-
ening investor interest 
and keeping the white 
metal firmly in focus. The 
sharp surge has helped 
silver emerge as the top 
performer among major 
asset classes, supported 
by strong demand and 
multiple positive global 
factors.

After an extraordinary 
170 per cent rise earlier, 
MCX silver prices have 
maintained strong 
momentum this month.

From the April close of 
Rs 95,917, silver has 
climbed nearly 200 per 
cent to settle at Rs 2,87,762 
on Friday, a performance 
usually associated with 
multibagger stocks rather 
than commodities.

Prices have also 

touched fresh record 
highs, with the latest peak 
of Rs 2,92,960 recorded last 
week. As silver surged 
past earlier expectations 
much faster than antici-
pated, analysts have been 
quick to revise their tar-
gets upward.

Last year, domestic bro-
kerages had projected sil-
ver prices at around Rs 
1,10,000 by the end of the 
year, but those levels were 
crossed well before the 
midpoint. The rally did 
not stop there, with prices 
going on to hit Rs 2,54,000, 

more than doubling earli-
er estimates.

As these above-ground 
reserves shrink, holders 
of physical silver are 
demanding higher prices, 
further pushing rates 
upward. At the beginning 
of 2025, silver was largely 
overlooked by investors, 
with few expecting it to 
deliver such a sharp rally 
amid ongoing economic 
uncertainty and geopoliti-
cal tensions.

Adding to the bullish 
sentiment is a shift in 
global central bank behav-
iour. After accumulating 
significant quantities of 
gold over the past three 
years, central banks are 
now reported to be adding 
silver to their reserves as 
well. This trend has pro-
vided additional support 
to prices, keeping MCX 
silver close to the Rs 3 
lakh level.

Silver prices jump 22 pc in January, near Rs 3 lakh mark
JUMP

Revanth says BRS blocked 
Telangana’s development

Khammam (TSIT): 
Telangana Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy on Sunday 
launched a sharp attack on 
BRS chief and former Chief 
Minister K. Chandrashekar 
Rao (KCR), stating that the 
party, which he alleged had 
obstructed the State’s devel-
opment, must be “buried” 
politically.
Addressing a public meeting 
at Edulapuram in Khammam 
district after laying founda-
tion stones and inaugurating 
development works worth 
Rs.362 crore, the Chief 
Minister accused the previ-
ous BRS government of 
cheating the poor by promis-
ing double-bedroom houses 
but failing to deliver them. 
He said the Congress govern-
ment had taken responsibili-
ty for housing the poor and 
claimed that 4.5 lakh 
Indiramma houses were 

sanctioned after coming to 
power.

Revanth Reddy also criti-
cised delays in issuing ration 
cards during the previous 
regime, remarking that ear-
lier “one member had to die” 
for a family to get a ration 
card, whereas the present 
government has issued lakhs 
of new cards. Recalling wel-
fare initiatives of late 
Nandamuri Taraka Rama 
Rao (NTR) on his death anni-
versary, the Chief Minister 
said providing free fine rice 

was the true tribute to NTR. 
He further highlighted 

free power up to 200 units for 
poor families.Dismissing 
allegations over Singareni 
tenders, Revanth Reddy said 
there was no scope for cor-
ruption and urged the media 
to verify facts before publish-
ing reports. He also prom-
ised to develop 
Bhadrachalam on the lines 
of Ayodhya and asserted that 
the Congress would remain 
in power for the next decade 
to make Telangana the num-
ber one state.

Revanth Reddy urged the 
media to verify facts before 
publishing reports against 
ministers. “Ask me for an 
explanation before writing 
news about ministers. I am 
always ready to explain,” 
he said, adding that the 
cabinet was working in 
coordination.

CM Revanth Reddy urged 
the media to verify facts 
before publishing reports 
against ministers.

CM Revanth Reddy 
accused the previous 
BRS government of 
cheating the poor by 
promising double-
bedroom houses but 
failing to deliver them.

Kaliabar (TSIT): Holding 
the Congress responsible 
for allowing infiltration 
across the country, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said that the people 
of Bihar had recently given 
a strong reply to the party, 
which had attempted to pro-
tect infiltrators.

Modi made the remarks 
while addressing a massive 
public rally at Mouchanda 
Pathar in Kaliabar on the 
occasion of laying the foun-
dation stone of the Kaziranga 
elevated corridor. “The 
Congress tried to protect 
infiltrators in Bihar but 
failed, as the people delivered 
a befitting response,” he said.

“Now it is time for the 
people of Assam to give a 
strong reply to the Congress, 
which has been encouraging 
infiltration in the state,” 
Modi added.

He warned that Assam 
today faces a challenge to 
safeguard its identity and 

preserve its cultural heri-
tage, with infiltration posing 
a threat not only to the peo-
ple of Assam but also to 
national security.

Appreciating the current 
dispensation in Dispur for its 
eviction drives, the Prime 
Minister contrasted it with 

Congress rule, saying the 
party had previously handed 
over land and cultural insti-
tutions of Assam to infiltra-
tors for votes and political 
gains.

“The Congress ruled 
Assam for decades, and dur-
ing that period, infiltration 

went unopposed. The present 
government’s efforts to pro-
tect forests and lands from 
illegal encroachment are 
being appreciated across the 
country,” he said.

Modi urged the people of 
Assam to remain cautious of 
the Congress, saying, “The 
Congress follows only one 
policy-protect infiltrators to 
stay in power. They tried to 
do this in Bihar through ral-
lies and marches, but the 
people rejected them. Now it 
is Assam’s turn to respond.”

Reiterating the BJP gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
the northeast, he said 
Assam’s development will 
take the region to new 
heights in the coming years. 
In the context of the BJP’s 
record mandates in 
Maharashtra and Bihar and 
the Congress’s electoral set-
backs, Modi predicted a 
“resounding response” 
against the Congress in 
Assam as well.

After Bihar, Assam must respond to 
Congress’ infiltration politics: Modi
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NTR changed the course of history: 
CM Chandrababu Naidu

Amaravati (TSIT) : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
Sunday paid rich tributes to for-
mer Chief Minister N. T. Rama 
Rao on his death anniversary, 
saying that the leader changed 
the course of history with 
unparalleled welfare and devel-
opment schemes. The national 
president of Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) recalled the servic-
es of NTR both as an actor and a 
political leader. CM 
Chandrababu Naidu, who is the 
son-in-law of NTR, took to 'X' to 
remember the late leader's pro-
poor schemes."On the occasion 
of the 30th death anniversary of 
the extraordinary leader, the 
man of the era, the benefactor of 
the poor, 'Anna' Nandamuri 
Taraka Rama Rao, I pay my 
heartfelt tribute to that great 
soul," CM Naidu posted.

"'Anna' NTR, who shone like 
a guiding star in the cinematic 
firmament and was an invin-
cible force in the political 
arena, was a valiant hero who 
rewrote the history of genera-
tions. He is forever memorable 
to all of us for his struggle to 

uphold the self-respect of the 
Telugu people to the highest 
level," said the Chief Minister. 
CM Naidu wrote that NTR 
changed the course of history 
with unparalleled welfare and 
development schemes such as 

two-rupee-a-kilo rice, social 
security pensions, construc-
tion of permanent houses, free 
electricity for farmers, local 
self-governance through the 
Mandal system, property 
rights for women, and irriga-
tion and drinking water proj-
ects for Rayalaseema.

He called the TDP founder 
an inspiration and said that 
the path he laid is worthy of 
emulation.Telangana Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
also paid tributes to NTR, the 
former Chief Minister of the 
united Andhra Pradesh.Union 
Minister for Civil Aviation K. 
Ram Mohan Naidu also took to 
'X' to pay tributes to NTR. 
"Remembering Shri 
Nandamuri Taraka Rama Rao 
garu today on his 30th 
Vardhanthi. A legend who 
didn’t just act in films but lived 
as the pride of the Telugu peo-
ple. From mythological roles 
that defined divinity on screen 
to a leader who gave Telugu 
people self-respect and a pow-
erful voice, NTR was more 
than an actor, more than a 
Chief Minister.

Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 

paid rich tributes to 
NTR on his 30th death 

anniversary, hailing him 
as a legendary leader 
who transformed the 
lives of the poor and 

upheld the self-respect 
of the Telugu people 

through historic welfare 
and development 

reforms.

New Delhi (TSIT) Senior 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
on Sunday mounted a sharp attack 
on the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment, citing a new World Bank 
report to underline what he 
described as the Centre’s contin-
ued “denial” of India’s deepening 
air pollution and public health 
crisis.Pointing to alarming data 
on premature deaths and econom-
ic losses in northern India, 
Ramesh said the findings leave no 
room for ambiguity and demand 
urgent policy action.

In a post on X, Ramesh referred 
to the World Bank’s latest report ‘A 
Breath of Change’, which focuses 
on air pollution in the Indo-
Gangetic Plains and the Himalayan 
foothills. Calling the report “com-
prehensive, evidence-based, and 
unambiguous,” he stressed that it 
was “obviously, very timely” given 
the worsening air quality situation 
across large parts of the country.

“The report highlights the fact 

that there are now around 1 million 
premature deaths annually in this 
region, which also suffers econom-
ic losses of about 10% of regional 
GDP every year,” Ramesh said, 
flagging both the human and eco-
nomic costs of chronic air pollu-
tion.He noted that the World Bank 
had clearly outlined a roadmap for 
action, including strict enforce-
ment of emission norms for coal-
fired power plants and the acceler-
ated retirement of the oldest units. 
The report, he added, also calls for a 

shift away from fragmented, city-
centric pollution control plans 
towards “legally empowered air-
shed-based governance that cuts 
across states,” as well as the expan-
sion and electrification of public 
transport and tighter vehicle emis-
sion and fuel standards.Ramesh 
said these recommendations echo 
what the Congress has been repeat-
edly demanding in recent years, 
particularly as the air quality index 
(AQI) health crisis has become “so 
very real.” He pointed out that the 

party has consistently pushed for a 
comprehensive review of the Air 
(Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981, and the 
National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS), 2009, with a 
sharper focus on fine particulate 
matter or PM2.5, which poses 
severe health risks.

The Congress leader also called 
for a “vast expansion” of the 
National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP), both in terms of financial 
outlays and geographic coverage. 
“Measurement of PM2.5 levels 
must be the yardstick for perfor-
mance,” he said, arguing that cur-
rent metrics understate the true 
scale of the problem.In addition, 
Ramesh pressed for what he 
described as “tougher and uncom-
promising enforcement of air pollu-
tion norms and standards without 
any relaxations or dilutions,” a 
remark seen as a dig at periodic 
extensions and exemptions granted 
to industries and power plants.

Jairam Ramesh cites World Bank report to slam 
Centre over ‘Denial’ on Air Pollution crisis

Jairam Ramesh cited a 
World Bank report to 

accuse the Modi 
government of denying 
India’s worsening air 

pollution crisis, 
highlighting nearly one 

million premature deaths 
annually and urging urgent, 

tougher policy action.

ED-Ranchi Police 
row a conspiracy, 
says Marandi, calls 
for CBI probe

Ranchi (TSIT):Former 
Jharkhand Chief Minister and 
Leader of the Opposition 
Babulal Marandi on Sunday 
termed the ongoing ED versus 
Ranchi Police controversy a 
well-planned conspiracy and 
demanded a CBI investigation 
into the entire episode. In a 
statement posted on social 
media, Marandi alleged that 
the recent action by Ranchi 
Police against the regional 
office of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) was aimed at 
influencing corruption investi-
gations. He pointed out that 
Santosh Kumar, who accused 
ED officials of assaulting him, 
has now admitted that he visit-
ed the ED office on January 12 
without any summons and 
that no questioning was sched-
uled that day. Marandi further 
said that during earlier ED 
questioning, Santosh Kumar 
had named several officials, 
including a former minister, 
and had admitted that a 10 per 
cent commission was allegedly 
collected in every drinking 
water scheme. 

Washington (TSIT) Senators 
Thom Tillis and Lisa 
Murkowski on Saturday criti-
cised President Trump’s new 
10 percent tariffs on Denmark 
and other European allies, 
warning that the measures 
could harm the US and strain 
NATO if the president 
attempts to seize Greenland by 
force.“This retaliation against 
our allies for sending a small 
number of troops to Greenland 
for training is harmful to 
America, to US businesses, and 
to our allies,” Tillis wrote on X. 
“It benefits adversaries like 
Putin and Xi Jinping, who 
want to see NATO divided.” 

Tillis added, “The fact that a 
few ‘advisors’ are advocating 
coercive action to take the ter-
ritory of an ally is reckless. It 
undermines President Trump’s 
legacy and the progress he has 
made in strengthening NATO 
over the years.” Murkowski 
described the tariffs as “unnec-
essary, punitive, and a serious 

mistake.” “They risk alienat-
ing our key European allies 
while doing nothing to 
enhance U.S. national securi-
ty,” she wrote on X. “We are 
already seeing the impact, 
NATO partners are forced to 
divert attention and resources 
to Greenland, a situation that 
plays directly into Putin’s 
hands and threatens the stabil-
ity of the strongest coalition of 
democracies the world has 
ever known.” She called on 
Congress to exercise its author-
ity over tariffs to prevent them 
from being “weaponized in 
ways that harm our alliances 
and weaken US leadership.” 

Senators criticise Trump’s Greenland tariffs, 
warn NATO could be divided
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The Union Minister for Defence, Shri Rajnath Singh in a group photograph during the inauguration of Medium Caliber Ammunition Manufacturing Facility at Solar Defence & Aerospace Limited in Nagpur.....

Kaliabar, Jan 18 (UNI) 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday sounded 
the poll bugle in Assam, 
attacking the Congress 
party and asserting that 
the country has consistent-
ly rejected its “negative 
politics” due to its failure 
to present a clear develop-
ment agenda.

Mentioning the BJP’s 
recent electoral victories 
in Bihar and the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC), Modi 
said that the BJP has 
become the first choice of 
the people of the country.

“The trust of the people 
on BJP has been on the 
rise continuously for the 
last one and a half years. In 
Bihar, people have given 
us a record mandate by 
giving a record number of 
seats. In the BMC election 
two days back, the people 
of Mumbai have expressed 
their trust in the BJP for 
the first time,” PM Modi 

said while addressing the 
gathering in Nagaon.

The Prime Minister was 
speaking at a large public 
gathering in Nagaon after 
laying the foundation 
stone of the Kaziranga ele-
vated corridor project at 
Kaliabar in Assam

Modi said public trust in 
the BJP has been steadily 
increasing over the past 
year and a half. “In Bihar, 
people gave us a record 
mandate with a historic 
number of seats. Just two 
days ago, in the BMC elec-
tions, the people of 

Mumbai expressed their 
trust in the BJP for the 
first time,” he said.

He added that the party 
has also made significant 
inroads in Kerala. “For the 
first time, the BJP has a 
mayor in Kerala,” Modi 
said, adding that recent 
election results reflect a 
clear public demand for 
good governance and 
development.

“There are other aspects 
to these election results. 
People have also continu-
ously rejected the negative 
politics of the Congress. 
The Congress party has 
reduced to a mere fourth 
or fifth political party in 
Mumbai, where the party 
was born. The party is get-
ting wiped out from 
Mumbai, where it has 
ruled for so many years,” 
Modi said, adding that the 
Congress has lost the trust 
of the country because it 
does not have a develop-
ment agenda.

People reject Congress’ 
negative politics; BJP emerges 

as first choice: PM Modi

New Delhi, Jan 18 (UNI) 
Responding to the back-
lash over his recent 
remarks on the Hindi film 
industry, Oscar-winning 
composer A R Rahman on 
Sunday released a video 
message on Instagram, 
stressing that music has 
always been his way of 
connecting with, honour-
ing, and celebrating 
India’s diverse cultural 
heritage.

In the video, Rahman 
said India remains his 
inspiration, teacher, and 
home. “I understand that 
intentions can sometimes 
be misunderstood, but my 
purpose has always been 
to uplift, honour, and 
serve through music. I 
have never wished to 
cause pain, and I hope my 
sincerity is felt.”

“I feel blessed to be 
Indian, which enables me 
to create a space that 
always allows freedom of 
expression and celebrates 
multicultural voices,” he 
added.

The composer highlight-
ed several of his recent 
projects, including nurtur-
ing Jala, presented at the 
Wave Summit before the 
Prime Minister, collabo-
rating with young Naga 
musicians to form a string 
orchestra, mentoring the 
Sunshine Orchestra, 
building Secret Mountain, 
described as India’s first 
multicultural virtual 
band, and scoring 
Ramayana alongside Hans 
Zimmer.

He said, “Each journey 
has strengthened my pur-
pose. I remain grateful to 

this nation and committed 
to music that honours the 
past, celebrates the pres-
ent, and inspires the 
future. Jai Hind and Jai 
Bharat.”

Rahman’s video comes 
amid discussions trig-
gered by his comments 
during a recent interac-
tion with the BBC Asian 
Network, where he spoke 
about his relative absence 
from Hindi cinema in 
recent years. He had 
attributed it to a “power 
shift” in the industry, sug-
gesting that decision-mak-
ing had moved into the 
hands of people who were 
“not creative”.

Rahman also said, “It 
might be a communal 
thing also, but it is not in 
my face. It comes to me as 
Chinese whispers that 
they booked you, but the 
music company went 
ahead and hired their five 
composers. I said, ‘Oh, 
that’s great, rest for me, I 
can chill out with my 
family.”Following these 
remarks, actor and BJP 

MP Kangana Ranaut post-
ed a series of statements 
on Instagram criticising 
Rahman. Addressing the 
composer directly, she 
wrote, “Dear A R Rahman 
ji, I face so much prejudice 
and partiality in the film 
industry because I support 
a saffron party, yet I must 
say I have not come across 
a man more prejudiced 
and hateful than you.”

Referring to his report-
ed refusal to associate 
with her film Emergency, 
Ranaut added, “I was told 
you don’t want to be a part 
of a propaganda film, you 
are blinded by your hate.” 
In another post, Ranaut 
alleged discrimination by 
designers and industry 
colleagues, saying, 
“Leftists are blinded by 
their hate and prejudice 
and the young generation 
must be very cautious of 
them.” She also claimed 
she felt “humiliated and 
degraded” over past pro-
fessional experiences, 
accusing certain industry 
figures of hypocrisy.

Intentions misunderstood: Rahman 
defends his music, vows to uplift

The Union Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Shri Jitan Ram 
Manjhi and the Minister of State for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises and Labour & 
Employment, Sushri Shobha Karandlaje at the inauguration of PM Vishwakarma Haat 
2026 at Dilli Haat, INA, in New Delhi...

Union minister launches open-sea marine 
fish farming project in Andamans

Sri Vijaya Puram: Union 
minister Jitendra Singh 
on Sunday launched the 
country’s first-ever open-
sea marine fish farming 
project in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. Singh 
travelled by boat for near-
ly an hour from here to 
reach North Bay and inau-
gurated the project around 
10.30 am.

A senior official of the 
National Institute of Ocean 
Technology (NIOT) said 
seabass and cobia are 
being reared in open-sea 
cages, along with experi-
mental seaweed cultiva-
tion.

Seabass and cobia are 
both highly valued, firm, 
white-fleshed fish prized 
for their rich flavour.The 
minister described the 
project as one of the first 
major steps to boost India’s 
blue economy. The project 
is being implemented 
through collaboration 
between the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences, NIOT and 
the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands administration.
The pilot initiative focuses 
on open-sea cultivation of 
marine finfish and sea-
weed in natural ocean con-
ditions, integrating scien-
tific innovation with liveli-
hood generation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Singh said India’s 
oceans, much like its 
Himalayan and mainland 
resources, possess 
immense and diverse eco-
nomic potential that has 
not received due attention 
for decades.

The minister stated 
that for nearly 70 years 
after Independence, ocean 
resources remained large-
ly underexplored. He 

underlined that since 
2014, there has been a fun-
damental shift in national 
thinking, recognising 
that India’s maritime 
domain holds equal 
wealth and opportunity 
for economic growth.
Around 11 am, Singh, the 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Science and Technology 
and Earth Sciences, and 
Minister of State for the 

PMO, visited Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
Island, formerly known 
as Ross Island, which is 
about a 20–30 minute boat 
journey from Sri Vijaya 
Puram.  Ross Island, once 
the administrative base of 
the British penal colony, 
was renamed Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
Island by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
December 30, 2018, as a 

tribute to the freedom 
fighter.During his one-
and-a-half-hour visit, 
Singh toured several his-
torical sites, including the 
Japanese Bunker built 
during World War II and 
the Smritika Museum, 
established by the Indian 
Navy in 1993.

He also visited heritage 
structures such as the 
Farzand Ali Market, 
Power House, Bakery, 
Secretariat, Subordinate 
Club, Church, Chief 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s 
Bungalow, Troops Barrack 
and the Gun Point area on 
the island.

A senior official of the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands Integrated 
Development Corporation 
Limited (ANIIDCO) 
briefed him about the pro-
posed development of a 
national memorial at 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Island.

According to officials, 
the proposed memorial 
will include a museum-
cum-interpretation centre, 
a cable car ropeway, laser 
and sound show, a guided 
heritage trail through his-
toric buildings, a theme-
based children’s amuse-
ment park, and food and 
restro-lounge facilities.

Cold cases purge: 
After 5 decades, Mumbai court 

shutters Rs 7.65 theft case

Mumbai: Nearly 50 years 
after the theft of Rs 7.65, a 
Mumbai court has finally 
dropped the curtain on a 
1977 cold case involving 
two unidentified accused 
and a complainant who 
remained untraceable 
despite decades of police 
searches.

The ruling is one of the 
many recent verdicts in 
decades-old cases that 
have remained in the cold 
storage, clogging the legal 
system.The Mazagaon 
court closed the 1977 case 
as part of its endeavour to 
dispose of old cases, where 
the accused have either 
died, remained unidenti-
fied or untraceable.

The 1977 theft case 
involved two unidentified 
men accused of stealing 
Rs 7.65, a significant sum 
five decades ago. However, 
the duo could not be 
traced despite non-bail-
able warrants, which put 
the matter into cold stor-
age.

Judicial Magistrate 
First Class (Mazagaon 
court) Aarti Kulkarni, on 
January 14, closed the 

case, noting that the mat-
ter was nearly 50 years old 
and had remained “pend-
ing unnecessarily without 
progress”.

“More than sufficient 
time is taken. There is no 
point in keeping the mat-
ter pending,” the court 
said in its order.

It discharged the two 
accused booked under 
Section 379 (theft) of the 
Indian Penal Code, and 
directed that the stolen 
sum of Rs 7.65 be returned 
to the complainant.

“If the informant isn’t 
found, the amount will be 
deposited into the govern-
ment account following 
the appeal period,” the 
court stated in the order.

It held that since the 
stolen amount was under 
Rs 2,000, the case was 
classified to be tried sum-
marily under Section 260 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (CrPC), which 
allows for “summary tri-
als” for minor offences, 
including thefts where 
the value of the property 
is small, to ensure swift 
justice.

3 soldiers injured in encounter 
with terrorists in J-K’s Kishtwar

Jammu (TSIT) Three sol-
diers were injured in a 
gunfight with terrorists in 
a remote forested area in 
the upper reaches of 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
Kishtwar district on 
Sunday, officials said. 
Reinforcements have been 
deployed to neutralise the 
terrorists. The operation, 
which the Army's Jammu-
based White Knight Corps 
has named 'Operation 
Trashi-I', began around 
noon, they said.

In a post on X, the White 
Knight Corps said the 
security forces came in 

contact with the terrorists 
in the general area Sonnar, 
northeast of Chatroo, dur-
ing a deliberate search 
operation conducted as 
part of ongoing joint coun-
ter-terror exercises with 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Police.“Operations remain 
under way with additional 
forces inducted to rein-
force the cordon, support-
ed by close coordination 
with civil administration 
and security agencies,” 
the Army said, commend-
ing the troops for their 
exceptional professional-
ism and resolve while 

responding to hostile 
fire under challenging 
terrain and conditions.

According to the offi-
cials, one of the search 
teams came across a 
group of two to three 
foreign terrorists alleg-
edly belonging to 
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad, who fired 
indiscriminately and 
also lobbed a few gre-
nades in an attempt to 
break the cordon.

The troops retaliated 
and reinforcements 
from Army, Central 

Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and police were 
rushed to further tighten 
the cordon. There was 
intermittent firing 
between the two sides for 
some time, the officials 
said.Three soldiers suf-
fered splinter injuries and 
were subsequently evacu-
ated to the hospital. A mas-
sive search operation is on 
to track and neutralise the 
terrorists, they added.

Advanced surveillance 
equipment, including 
drones, and sniffer dogs 
have been deployed to 
speed up the operation.
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Chennai: Kolkata-based state-
owned UCO Bank posted a strong 
performance in the third quarter 
of the financial year 2025-26, 
reporting a 15.65 per cent year-on-
year increase in net profit to 
Rs.739 crore, compared with 
Rs.639 crore in the same quarter 
last year. Operating profit for the 
quarter rose 5.93 per cent to 
Rs.1,680 crore from Rs.1,586 crore 
a year ago.

The bank’s total business grew 
by 13.25 per cent year-on-year to 
Rs.5,53,680 crore as on December 
31, 2025. Gross advances increased 
by 16.74 per cent to Rs.2,43,594 
crore, while total deposits rose by 
10.64 per cent to Rs.3,10,086 crore. 
The credit-deposit ratio improved 
to 78.56 per cent from 74.45 per 
cent as on December 31, 2024. 
Total CASA stood at Rs.1,12,083 
crore, registering a year-on-year 
growth of 11.49 per cent, while the 
CASA ratio improved by 44 basis 
points to 38.41 per cent.

Asset quality showed further 
improvement during the quarter, 
with gross non-performing assets 
declining by 50 basis points year-
on-year to 2.41 per cent as on 
December 31, 2025. Net NPAs also 
improved by 27 basis points to 0.36 
per cent. The provision coverage 
ratio stood at 97.32 per cent, while 
tangible PCR was at 85.47 per cent. 
The slippage ratio for the quarter 
remained contained at 0.85 per 
cent.Advances in the Retail, 
Agriculture and MSME segment 
recorded a strong year-on-year 
growth of 25.86 per cent to 
Rs.1,43,919 crore. Retail advances 
grew by 28.18 per cent to Rs.64,159 
crore, supported by an 18.79 per 
cent rise in the home loan portfo-
lio and a sharp 73.50 per cent 
growth in vehicle loans. 
Agriculture advances increased 
by 24.69 per cent to Rs.34,954 crore, 
while MSME advances rose by 
23.56 per cent to Rs.44,806 crore.

Net interest income for the 
quarter increased by 11.27 per 
cent year-on-year to Rs.2,646 crore 
from Rs.2,378 crore. Global net 
interest margin stood at 3.08 per 
cent, while domestic NIM was 
higher at 3.27 per cent. The cost of 

funds improved by 27 basis points 
to 4.48 per cent, yield on advances 
stood at 8.06 per cent, and the cost-
to-income ratio improved by 330 
basis points to 52.20 per cent. 
Return on assets for the quarter 
improved to 0.83 per cent, while 
fee-based income surged 29.91 per 
cent year-on-year to Rs.430 crore.

For the nine months ended 
December 31, 2025, the bank’s 
net profit grew by 9.70 per cent 
year-on-year to Rs.1,967 crore, 
while operating profit increased 
by 11.92 per cent to Rs.4,856 
crore. Net interest income for 
the nine-month period rose 9.38 
per cent to Rs.7,582 crore, and 
return on assets stood at 0.75 
per cent. Fee-based income for 
the nine months increased by 
22.46 per cent to Rs.1,216 crore.
The bank maintained a com-
fortable capital position, with 
the capital adequacy ratio at 
17.43 per cent and Tier-I capital 
ratio at 15.41 per cent as on 
December 31, 2025. Operational 
efficiency indicators also 
improved, with business per 
employee rising to Rs.26.12 
crore and business per branch 
improving to Rs.166.32 crore.

As on December 31, 2025, UCO 
Bank operated 3,327 domestic 
branches, along with two over-
seas branches each in Hong Kong 
and Singapore, and one represen-
tative office in Iran. Of the domes-
tic branch network, 61.25 per cent 
branches are located in rural and 
semi-urban areas, supporting 
financial inclusion initiatives 
across the country.

UCO BANK Q3FY26 PROFIT 
RISES 15.65% TO RS.739 CRORE

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR
Managing Director & CEO (MD & CEO) of UCO Bank 

Leaving Kids in Cars Can Be Dangerous

L
eaving a child alone in a 
car is fraught with danger. 
If the car is locked with all 
the windows closed, the 

child runs the risk of suffering 
severe heat stroke, as cars heat up 
very quickly and children are 
extremely susceptible to heat. If 
you keep the engine idling, with 
the key in the ignition and the air-
conditioner running, your child 
can get kidnapped, or your car may 
get stolen, along with the child. A 
couple in Kerala learnt this the 
hard way when their car got sto-
len, along with their toddler in the 
backseat, in January this year. On 
their way to a relative’s house in 
Kozhikode, the couple stopped at a 
bakery. Their child was sleeping at 
the back, so they left the car engine 
idling to keep the air-conditioning 
on and stepped out to buy a few 
items. To their horror, their car 
was stolen, along with the child at 
the back! Fortunately for them, it 
all ended on a happy note — the 
thief was caught and the child, 
abandoned after two hours on the 
roadside, was picked up safe and 
sound!There was an almost identi-
cal incident in Delhi last June. 
Here, the couple left their two kids 
— an 11-year-old girl and her three-
year-old brother — in the car, with 
the AC running, while they went 

into a confectionery shop in East 
Delhi. When they returned, they 
found their car stolen, along with 
the children. After a three-hour 
police chase involving 20 police 
vehicles, the culprits abandoned 
the vehicle and the children too.

One may find it hard to believe, 
but there are innumerable instanc-
es of parents, and in some cases a 
grandparent, leaving behind a 
sleeping child in the car by mis-
take. There are also cases of par-
ents leaving a child behind in the 
car while going on a short errand, 
believing the car to be a safe place. 
With the windows up and the car 
locked, the temperature inside the 
car goes up so quickly that a child 
is unable to withstand it. In May 
last year, a couple from Kota dis-
trict, Rajasthan, lost their three-
year-old daughter to vehicular 
hyperthermia. The parents were 
going to a wedding with their two 
daughters and when the father 
stopped the car in front of the 
venue, his wife and the elder 
daughter exited. The father pre-
sumed that all three had left and so 
parked and locked the car and 
went in, leaving the sleeping child 
behind. By the time they realised 
that three-year-old Gorvika was 
missing and went to get her, it was 
too late.

In another tragic incident on 
October 30, three-year-old Vartika 
became a victim of heat stroke in 
a locked car in Meerut. In this 
case, it was not her parents, but a 
colleague of her father who took 
her for a ride in the car and then 
left her in the parked car, plan-
ning to return shortly. The heat 
inside the car killed the child. 
There are several websites that 
help you calculate the tempera-
ture inside a car at different ambi-
ent temperatures. When the out-
side temperature is 30ºC, for 
example, the temperature inside a 
car goes up to almost 50ºC (48.89 
ºC, to be precise) in just 30 min-
utes! In 15 minutes, it hovers over 
43ºC. Eighty per cent of the tem-
perature rise, it is estimated, 
occurs within the first half an 
hour. A study published in March 
2009 in the International Journal 
of Meteorology reveals that even 
on cloudy days with lower ambi-
ent air temperatures, the temper-
atures inside a car can reach dan-
gerous levels.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration in the 
United States says that a child’s 
body temperature rises three to 
five times faster than an adult’s 
and heat stroke occurs when the 
body temperature reaches 104ºF 

(40ºC). A child can die when it 
reaches 107ºF (41.6ºC).

Cars seem to hold a special 
attraction for children when it 
comes to playtime and that’s how 
many of them enter the vehicle and 
get trapped when the doors auto-
matically get locked. In Kochi, 
Kerala, two-year-old Rithick got 
inside his father’s car parked in 
front of the house and locked him-
self up by pressing the lock button 
on the key. The parents did not 
have the spare key and eventually 
had to call the Fire and Rescue 
Services to get the child out — the 
entire process took 45 minutes 
early in the morning and the child 
was traumatised inside. There was 
a similar incident in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, in 
July. Here, the parents were lucky 
but there are many unfortunate 
cases where the children are found 
too late.

In November, four siblings, aged 
2-7 years, died in a car in Radadiya 
village in Gujarat’s Amreli dis-
trict. The parents had gone to work 
on a farm and the children got into 
the car of the farm owner and were 
unable to get out when the doors 
automatically locked. By the time 
they were found, all had suc-
cumbed to heat stroke. Earlier, in 
May, a three-year-old girl in 
Bhadradri Kothagudem district in 
Telangana met the same fate when 
she accidentally got locked inside a 
car parked in front of her house. 
The same month, six-year-old 
Kaunen and his four-year-old cous-
in Abdullah, playing in the com-
pound of their house in Raebareli 
district in Uttar Pradesh, got into a 
parked SUV and got locked. Heat 
stroke claimed their lives.

A month prior to that, two chil-
dren reported missing by their 
parents in Central Mumbai were 
found dead in an abandoned car 
parked in Antop Hill. So, never 
leave a child alone in a car, even 
for a short time, and if you are the 
forgetful type, keep a paper 
reminding you of the child at the 
back, pasted on the windshield! 
Make sure that any child that 
enters a car exits safely. Always 
keep your car locked and store 
the key in a place where children 
cannot access it.

India’s Love for 
Pistachios

M
ore than three decades back, I 
was busy researching Indian 
aphrodisiac recipes. My good 
friend, a peerless food impresa-

rio, sprang a surprise when he disclosed that 
he was in possession of the heirloom recipe 
from the rural kitchens of Patiala — Pistiyan 
da salan. He had been ‘gifted’ this recipe by 
a food-loving scion of the princely family. 
When we got heritage chef Mohammad 
Farooq to cook it for us, it turned out to be 
exquisite. It was creamy chicken curry with 
the gravy having hardly a hint of the emer-
ald tint. It tasted rich and had, perhaps, 
served the patrons in urgent need of tonic 
restorative food well. Chef Farooq’s exer-
tions made us realise that, to mix meta-
phors, this was not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’. 
Years passed by, and we had almost forgot-
ten about the magical properties of the pista-
chio when we suddenly encountered the 
recipe of ‘pista gosht’ in Chef Nishant 
Choubey’s forthcoming cookbook, ‘Stay 
With the Indus’. This time, the nut was 
favouring not the murg, but a mutton chop.

Pista has always occupied the top spot in 
Indian imagination. Above cashewnuts, 
walnuts, and even almonds. Imported from 
Afghanistan, it had great scarcity value. 
Thin slivers were used to garnish phirni, 
kulfi and burfi. This was before liberalisa-
tion of imports that made access to all kinds 
of nuts easy.

Memory is still green of the ‘piste ki 
launjee’ that was crafted with unalloyed 
pista. It is seldom seen at the desi sweetshop 
counters these days, though, at times, served 

in lieu of pralines and petit-fours.
We are glad that pistachios are enjoying a 

well-deserved revival. Chef Parvinder Bali, 
who directs the School of European Pastry 
and Culinary Arts in Gurugram, treated us 
to an absolutely out-of-this-world ‘pista gela-
to’ when we visited his pastry studio — that 
in itself is a work of art. Chef Bali informed 
us that the best pistachios are imported 
from Turkey, and this is what Chef Nishant 
seconds. ‘Pista-crusted mutton chops’ do not 
claim any aphrodisiac properties but would 
have easily found a place in any princely 
dastarkhwan — Awadhi, Patialashahi or 
Hyderabadi. Try it out before the weather 
changes, and you start worrying about its 
garam taseer! Prepare a crust for lamb chops 
by mixing chopped pistachios, jalapenos, 
chopped capers, green olives, parsley and 
breadcrumbs.

Marinate lamb chops with salt, pepper, 
olive oil, minced garlic, minced ginger, tur-
meric powder and garam masala for at least 
two hours. Cook these in a pre-heated oven 
at 220ºC for 10-12 minutes, and let these rest.

Meanwhile, roast the pumpkin at 180ºC 
for 10 minutes with some chopped garlic, 
turmeric powder and olive oil. Take it out of 
the oven. Mash it well. Spice it up with 
cumin powder, red chilli powder and cilan-
tro.Take a separate pan and cook the prunes 
in red wine vinegar and sugar on low flame 
for 3-4 minutes, stirring continuously. 

Spread the crust on a flat tray and place 
the chops in it, turning once or twice to coat 
evenly. Serve with warm mash and cooked 
prunes.

CM Stalin announces Tamil Nadu govt 
literary award for non-Hindi languages

CHENNAI: Chief 
Minister MK Stalin on 
Sunday announced an 
annual literary award for 
best works in languages 
including Tamil, Telugu, 
Bengali and Marathi. The 
award, under the auspices 
of the state government, 
will carry Rs 5 lakh cash 
prize, he said, adding it is 
named as "Semmozhi 
Illakiya Virudhu 
(Classical Language 
Literary Award.

In the first phase, 
awards will be for the best 
works in the languages of 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Odiya, 
Bengali and Marathi. In 
his address at the valedic-
tory event of the Chennai 
International Book Fair, 
the chief minister said the 
Sahitya Akademi awards 
announcement had been 
cancelled following the 
alleged intervention of the 
Union Culture Ministry.

Underlining what he 
called the uncertainty 
over the awards, he said 
political interventions, 
even in art and literary 

awards was dangerous. 
Under such circumstanc-
es, the CM said several 
writers and representa-
tives of literary bodies had 
appealed to him for an 
appropriate, constructive, 
counter-action plan.

He said "We also have a 
realisation that this is the 
need of the hour and I 
would like to make an 
announcement that will 
make you all happy."

Accordingly, he said 
every year on behalf of 

the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, "national-level" 
awards would be given 
for best literary works in 
selected Indian languag-
es. "I am very happy to 
announce this. In the 
first phase, award in the 
name of Semmozhi 
Illakiya Virudhu 
(Classical Language 
Literary Award) will be 
given for the best works 
in the languages of Tamil, 
Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Odiya, 

Bengali and Marathi. 
The Award for each lan-
guage carries Rs 5 lakh 
cash prize."

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will happily perform 
the role of the patron and 
will hand over the task of 
the selection process to 
independent experts. "In 
order to ensure the quality 
of literary works and 
transparency, a commit-
tee will be set up for each 
language, comprising 
reputed writers."

PM Modi to flag off NDA’s 

Tamil Nadu campaign on 

January 23; alliance line-up to 

be unveiled on stage, says BJP

CHENNAI: Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi will formally 
launch the National 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Alliance’s (NDA) 
campaign for the 
2026 Tamil Nadu 
Assembly elections 
with a major public 
meeting at 
Madurantakam on 
January 23, BJP 
State president 
Nainar Nagenthran 
said on Sunday, sig-
nalling that the long-
running suspense 
over the alliance’s 
final composition 
will end at the event 
itself.

Addressing report-
ers at Kamalalayam, 
the BJP’s State head-
quarters here, after a 
review meeting on 
preparations for the 
Prime Minister’s 
visit, Nainar 
Nagenthran said 
Modi would address 
a massive gathering 
in the afternoon, 
marking the NDA’s 

electoral offensive 
against the ruling 
DMK.“On January 
23, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will 
launch the NDA cam-
paign in 
Madurantakam. He 
will address a public 
meeting to begin the 
fight to send home 
the anti-people DMK 
government,” he 
said.On repeated 
queries about wheth-
er leaders such as 
AMMK general sec-
retary TTV 
Dhinakaran, former 
Chief Minister O 
Panneerselvam and 
the DMDK would for-
mally join the NDA, 
the BJP leader 
declined to name 
partners but dropped 
a clear hint. “You 
will see that on the 
stage on January 23,” 
he said, adding that 
all leaders will find a 
place on the stage 
during the Prime 
Minister’s pro-
gramme.

Karur stampede case: CBI summons TVK leader Vijay 
again to appear in Delhi on January 19

CHENNAI: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
has issued a fresh summons to 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) leader Vijay, directing 
him to appear once again in 
New Delhi on Monday in con-
nection with the probe into the 
Karur stampede.

The case relates to a political 
campaign held in Karur on 
September 27, 2025, when 
Vijay was campaigning for 
TVK. During the event, a mas-
sive crowd gathered, leading 
to a deadly stampede that 

claimed 41 lives. The case 
relates to a political campaign 
held in Karur on September 
27, 2025, when Vijay was cam-
paigning for TVK.

During the event, a massive 
crowd gathered, leading to a 
deadly stampede that claimed 
41 lives. In recent weeks, the 
CBI has intensified its investi-
gation into the circumstances 
which led to the tragedy. As 
part of the inquiry, the agency 
has already questioned sever-
al senior TVK functionaries. 
Those examined include the 

party's general secretary Bussi 
Anand, Election Management 
Division general secretary 

Adhav Arjuna, joint general 
secretary Nirmal Kumar, and 
Karur district secretary 
Mathiyazhagan.

Last month, Bussi Anand 
and Adhav Arjuna personally 
appeared before CBI officials 
at the agency’s Delhi office and 
provided detailed explana-
tions. Based on the statements 
collected and evidence gath-
ered so far, the CBI decided to 
question Vijay directly regard-
ing his role and responsibili-
ties connected to the Karur 
event. Accordingly, he was 

earlier summoned to appear at 
the CBI office in Delhi at 11 
a.m. on January 12. Vijay com-
plied with the summons and 
was questioned at length.

During the interrogation, 
CBI officials reportedly raised 
several key questions, includ-
ing who organised the Karur 
programme, whether Vijay 
had prior knowledge of the 
arrangements, the reason for 
his delayed arrival at the 
venue, and whether any efforts 
were made to control the swell-
ing crowd. 

  

E-Auction Sale Notice of 30 Days for Sale of Immovable Asset(s) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and to the borrowers/guarantors/mortgagors in particular, that the under mentioned property 
mortgaged to Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited (Earlier Known as Aspire Home Finance Corporation limited ) will be sold on “As is where 
is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is”, by way of “online e-auction” for recovery of dues and further interest, charges and costs etc. 
as detailed below in terms of the provisions of SARFAESI Act read with Rules 8 & 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) 
through website motilaloswalhf.com”as per the details given below :

Date and time of E-Auction Date: 25-02-2026 11:00 Am to 02:00 Pm   
(with unlimited extensions of 15 minute each)

Last date of EMD Deposit:24-02-2026
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) / Loan 

Account
Demand Notice 

Date and Amount
Description of the 

Immovable property
 Reserve Price, EMD / Last date 

of EMD
LAN: 
LXMOKANCHI5523-240681354
BRANCH: KANCHIPURAM
BORROWER: PERUMAL 
VENKATESAN
CO-BORROWER: 
BALAMURUGAN VENKATESAN

10-10-2025 For Rs: 
1108138/- (Rupees 
Eleven Lakh Eight 

Thousand One 
Hundred & Thirty 

Eight Only)

Punjai S.No.224/14B Old 
S.No.224/14 S.V.Nagar Hamlet 
Subanraopettai Village Arani 
Taluk Tiruvannamalai District 0 0 
Muneeshwaran Temple 632317 
Tiruvannamalai Tamil Nadu

Reserve Price: Rs.1133563/-
(Rupees Eleven Lakh Thirty 

Three Thousand Five Hundred 
& Sixty Three Only)

EMD: Rs. 113356/-(Rupees One 
Lakh Thirteen Thousand Three 

Hundred & Fifty Six Only)

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR 
E-AUCTION CUM SALE

Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited
Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road,Opp. Parel 

ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025, CS : 8291889898 
Website: www.motilaloswalhf.com, Email: hfquery@motilaloswal.com

1. The Auction is conducted as per the further Terms and Conditions of the Bid document and as per the procedure set out therein. 
 https://www.auctionbazaar.com/ of our e-Auction Service Provider, M/s. ARCA EMART 

may contact to RAJASEKARAN K 7045501738 & R SUNDAR BALASUNDAR 9841525063,

Place : Tamil Nadu    
Date  : 19.01.2026     (Earlier Known as Aspire Home Finance Corporation limited)
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Invitation to send a short
story in Haryanvi dialect
Writers are requested to
submit three short stories
each for a collection of short
stories based on the
Haryanvi dialect and the
folk life of Haryana. A total
of 51 short story writers will
be included in this book.
TTerms and Conditions:
1. The short story should be
in pure Haryanvi dialect.
2. The word limit of the
short story to be sent is 150
words.
3. The author must send his
brief introduction in 100
words.
4. Selected authors will be
given a 30% discount on the

printed price of the book.
5. It is not necessary for the
author to buy the book.
This upcoming collection of
short stories is an attempt
to present a true picture of
Haryanvi dialect, culture,
and society. Interested writ-
ers are encouraged to sub-
mit their short stories in
accordance with the rules.

As the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 56th Annual Meeting convenes in Davos
from 19-23 January 2026 under the theme “A Spirit of Dialogue”, a profound legiti-
macy crisis confronts the gathering itself. Nearly 3,000 leaders – predominantly
from the ranks of the ultra-wealthy, corporate titans, heads of state and financial
heavyweights – assemble in luxury to discuss escalating global perils. Yet the very
structure of the forum, with its exorbitant membership fees and elite composition,
widens the chasm between these “Davos Men” and the world’s peoples. Critics
have long denounced this as corporate capture of global governance, where the
powerful network in the Alps while ordinary citizens grapple with the conse-
quences of the systems they sustain. The WEF’s own Global Risks Report 2026,
informed by over 1,300 experts, starkly illustrates the fallout. It describes an
emerging “Age of Competition” marked by fragmentation, where “societal polari-
sation” ranks fourth among immediate risks for 2026, selected by 7% of respon-
dents, fuelled by deepening disillusionment with traditional governance. The
report highlights “streets versus elites” narratives reflecting widespread exclusion
from decision-making, eroding public trust and intensifying pressures on demo-
cratic systems. Inequality, interconnected with other risks and ranked seventh
over two and ten years, exacerbates these divides as social mobility falters amid
economic shocks and technological disruption. Half of respondents foresee a “tur-
bulent” or “stormy” world over the next two years, a sharp rise, with longer-term
fears centring on environmental collapse and further societal fragmentation. This
legitimacy gap is widening globally through surging popular discontent. From
youth-led uprisings in Bangladesh, Kenya, Madagascar, Nepal and Indonesia to
sustained protests in Serbia, Georgia, France (farmers’ actions) and nationwide
demonstrations in Iran since late December 2025 against economic crisis and elite
priorities, anti-establishment waves challenge entrenched power. Populist senti-
ments, framing divides between “ordinary citizens” and “political or economic
elites”, resonate across continents, amplified by social media, job displacement
fears from AI and protectionism and unresolved crises. As trust in institutions
plummets, systems built on elite consensus face declining faith, threatening demo-
cratic resilience and fuelling the very polarisation the report warns of. Donald
Trump’s first year in his second term has dramatically amplified this crisis. Since
January 2025, his aggressive “America First” agenda – sweeping tariffs on China
and allies, including threats against Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom and
Denmark over Greenland, deep cuts to foreign aid, with Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) estimates of 9-17% declines,
retreats from UN climate commitments and transactional demands on North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) – has disrupted supply chains, downgraded
International Monetary Fund (IMF) growth forecasts, nearly 1% lower in 2025-
2026, and eroded global confidence in US leadership. Pew surveys show low trust
in Trump’s handling of world affairs in many nations. These unilateral moves has-
ten the unravelling of the post-1945 liberal order, leaving conflicts in Ukraine and
the Middle East unresolved while rivals such as China and Russia advance sover-
eignty-focused platforms via BRICS+. Trump’s in-person return to Davos, leading
the largest-ever US delegation, including Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent and Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, guarantees his
disruptive policies dominate discussions, even as the Forum promotes dialogue to
bridge divides. The irony is inescapable. Geoeconomic confrontation tops the 2026
risks at 18% of respondents, followed by state-based armed conflict, extreme
weather, polarisation and misinformation. Yet the gathering, dominated by benefi-
ciaries of globalisation, tax structures and economic interdependence, has become
a tragic annual ritual. 

The Honourable Sergio Gor landed
this week in India with the aplomb and
cockiness befitting a Political Agent of
yore. True to form, Modi establish-
ment managers have felt constrained
to fawn over a 39-year-old consigliere
in the hope that he will restore some
kind of warmth to a relationship that
has gone cold. It is a different matter
that the young man took his own time
to assume his ambassadorial duties in
New Delhi. The new envoy is no John
Kenneth Galbraith nor is he a Chester
Bowles or Daniel Patrick Moynihan.
He is neither fascinated nor infatuated
with a ‘democratic India.’ He is an
unsentimental operative for a brutally
unsentimental boss in the Oval Office.
He knows that the warmth and the per-
sonal chemistry that we in India have
attributed to the Trump-Modi ‘huggy’
relationship was a unilateral inven-
tion on our part; an invention con-
jured out of thin air, after spending
colossal amounts of Indian taxpayer
money, only to sustain the Modi per-
sonality cult at home. Our ‘strategic
community’ – largely comprising
retired and serving diplomats, televi-
sion anchors and diplomatic corre-
spondents – allowed themselves to be
mesmerised by the razzle dazzle of
those carefully planned spectacles on
foreign soil. The Americans, on their
part, remained unimpressed. The
American who remains most unim-
pressed with Modi’s image making jiu
jitsu is none other than the President
himself. Without perhaps wanting to
do so, Trump has disrupted some of
the key elements of the entire
Narendra Modi project. In the process,
quite a bit of unintended goodness has
accrued to the Indian polity. Let us
enumerate a few of the Trump-inflict-
ed blessings. First, for many years now
in India we have not been allowed to
criticise – leave alone mock or ridicule
– Narendra Modi. Anyone foolish
enough to do so ran the risk of inviting
a disproportionately coercive
response from the authorities; and, the
law, as understood and interpreted by
the magistrate, invariably, rules
against the citizen and in favour of the
king. It has therefore been a bit of an
incongruity to see Trump regularly
chipping away at Modi’s aura. The US
president periodically mimics and
mocks or otherwise mauls the dignity
and stature of the Indian prime minis-

ter; and, even the establishment-ori-
ented media is forced to report the
American president’s verbal assault
against Modi. He has reduced the
prime minister to a Third World
leader whose sensitivities and dilem-
mas are of no concern to Washington.
Rather, Trump thinks he has been
kind to the Indian PM because he does
not want to destroy him politically.
Never before has a foreign leader spo-
ken, at least in public, so dismissively
and so disparagingly about India’s
prime minister. Second, the recent
downturn in US- India ties has brutal-
ly exposed the limits and usefulness of
the Indian diaspora. The Modi prime
ministerial project has been predicat-
ed on the presumed heft and clout of

the Indian diaspora, willingly and
cheerfully available to advance his
quest for global stature. It should be
clear to one and all that the Indian
diaspora has no interest nor inclina-
tion to risk their own status by inter-
vening on behalf of a Naya Bharat.
These successful American-Indians,
especially the richest, have sorted out
their divided loyalties conundrum.
They are Americans citizens and they
work for the welfare and prosperity of
the country they have chosen to
become citizens of. They have no rea-
son to take sides in a Modi-trump ego
clash. They have no reason to under-
mine American foreign policy as
defined by an incumbent president.
The presence of these high profile

Indians and their periodic photo-ops
sessions with the prime minister had
been used to project a kind of global
acceptability for our own strongman,
as if they owed their success and
achievements to Mr. Modi’s inspira-
tional persona. Now all that carefully
staged sleight of hand stands exposed.
For domestic constituencies, particu-
larly the middle classes, Trump’s atti-
tude has weakened the carefully culti-
vated perception that Modi – as a glob-
ally accepted and respected powerful
leader – will protect Indians, individu-
ally and collectively, from inimical
forces inside and outside India. This
projected global image had given a
sense of comfort and protection to
some very dodgy and dubious props of
the Modi regime. But not anymore.
More than anything else, President
Trump has vastly undermined one
great source of comfort — our sense of
superiority over Pakistan. We Indians
have been made feel that under Modi
we are more than a match to Pakistan
and that we have the determination
and capacity and the leadership to
punish that country at will. All that tall
talk mocks us after Operation Sindoor.
Trump’s extraordinary hospitality for
a Pakistani general has punctured
more than one such myth. India today
stands totally and fully isolated in the
region and the US president can take
vicarious pleasure in singlehandedly
diminishing Modi’s aura among South
Asia’s elites. Of course, it would be
foolish and unrealistic on the part of
Indian opposition parties to take com-
fort from the souring of the Modi-
Trump relationship. The American
president has no interest whatsoever
in renewing the health and vitality of
Indian democracy or in reducing the
democratic deficits we feel. He has no
interest in the preservation of civil lib-
erties and human rights. He has no
interest in ensuring that the minori-
ties in India are treated fairly. He is not
enamoured of being the saviour of
Indian democracy He is a transaction-
al man and a businessman who hap-
pens to be in the White House.
Therefore, it will be shortsighted on
the part of the opposition parties to
look to Washington for any comfort or
assurance as they try to slow down
Modi’s totalitarian journey. It is a bat-
tle that must be fought on Indian terms
by Indian themselves, alone. 

The conspicuous silence of
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) over the Jana
Nayagan controversy has
triggered uneasy questions
in Tamil Nadu's political cir-
cles. Is Vijay's party behav-
ing like an extension of his
fan club rather than a seri-
ous political outfit? Or is this
silence a calculated move to
keep its options open with
the powers that be in Delhi?
These questions have gained
urgency as actor Vijay faces
a second round of question-
ing by the CBI and his much-
hyped film Jana Nayagan
remains stuck between the
courts and the CBFC. The
coincidence of these develop-
ments has only sharpened
scrutiny of TVK's response
or the lack of it. There has
been no strong statement
questioning the delay in the
film's release. No sharp
attack on the CBFC. No
protest over the non-release
of what is projected to be
Vijay's final film. Not a sin-
gle TVK spokesperson has
participated in television
debates on the Jana Nayagan
issue. The party's official
stance has been one of stud-
ied restraint, explained away
with a familiar refrain: "We
trust the judicial process."
Beyond routine attacks on
the DMK and broad denunci-
ations of communal politics,
largely echoing Vijay's
speeches, TVK has avoided
press conferences, major
political interventions, or
demonstrations of strategic
depth. Even in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the tragic
Karur stampede, the party
retreated into a cocoon.
While the DMK set the initial

narrative, squarely blaming
Vijay and TVK for the
tragedy that claimed 41 lives,
no party spokesperson
stepped forward to counter
it. Eventually, TVK
regrouped, pushed back
legally, and went to the
Supreme Court, forcing the
DMK to respond. But in a
political climate defined by
power asymmetries, this
recourse to Delhi also
exposed TVK to the percep-
tion of vulnerability to the
Centre and the BJP. This
marks a shift. While Vijay's
early rallies attacked the
BJP's communal politics as
forcefully as the DMK's
dynasty and corruption,
post-stampede his primary
adversary appears to be the
DMK. Though he continues
to oppose the BJP ideologi-

cally, his tone towards the
ruling party at the centre has
softened perceptibly.
Ironically, the DMK's fero-
cious response after the
stampede may have back-
fired. Its relentless attacks
on Vijay exposed its nervous-
ness about his political
potential and may have
nudged him closer to Delhi's
power corridors. Since then,
subtle signals of support
have emerged from both the
Congress and the BJP, an
unusual convergence that
has not gone unnoticed. TVK
has undeniably evolved in
some respects. Senior lead-
ers such as Sengottayan
have joined from the
AIADMK. Electoral strategy
committees have been
formed. Journalists have
been brought in as

spokespersons. Yet, when
confronted with crises like
Karur or Jana Nayagan, the
party's instinct remains the
same: political silence out-
side the courtroom. A narra-
tive of Vijay being targeted
by the Centre through the
CBFC is steadily building,
but it is the Congress that is
articulating this argument,
not TVK itself. For a party
aspiring to power, this is a
strange abdication of politi-
cal space. Politics is about
demonstrating power at the
right moment. For a fledg-
ling party in a state dominat-
ed by deeply entrenched
Dravidian organisations,
this is not optional, it is
essential. Vijay has repeated-
ly demonstrated fan power.
What his party has yet to
demonstrate is political

power: grassroots mobilisa-
tion, issue-based agitation,
and consistent public
engagement. This gap raises
an uncomfortable question:
does TVK lack a genuine
grassroots structure? The
difference between a fan base
and an ideologically commit-
ted cadre is fundamental. A
fan reacts to the star. A polit-
ical worker reacts to issues,
mobilises sentiment, and
converts it into votes. Cadres
understand local problems
and work the ground. Fans
do not. History offers clear
lessons. MGR succeeded
because he understood and
embedded himself in
Dravidian political ideology
and organisation.
Jayalalithaa strengthened
that structure. NT Rama Rao
rode on an anti-Congress

wave and fan fervour to
power in 1984, but the Telugu
Desam Party learnt and built
political structures after its
defeat in 1989 and
Chandrababu Naidu later
built a durable organisation.
In Tamil Nadu,
Vijayakanth's DMDK proved
to be a third political force
with an 8 per cent vote share
in its first election in 2006
because it had a strong
organisational base, some-
thing other actors, including
Kamal Hassan, could not
achieve. On issues ranging
from Thiruparankundram to
broader governance debates,
TVK has rarely taken cate-
gorical, aggressive positions.
Its headquarters has yet to
emerge as a fountainhead of
ideas, strategy, or political
direction. The party still
revolves overwhelmingly
around Vijay's star power, an
unhealthy dependence on
electoral politics. Even a
respectable vote share may
not translate into real impact
without committed cadres on
the ground. TVK has also
been ambiguous on alliances.
Smaller parties may join for
a boost from Vijay's fan base,
but that may strengthen the
allies more than TVK itself.
The party urgently needs to
demonstrate grassroots met-
tle and political mobilisation,
and it needs to do so soon.
Otherwise, the question will
linger: is Vijay's political
project still a fan club strug-
gling to evolve into a party?
Whether TVK can make that
transition before the elec-
tions may well determine not
just its future politics, but the
course Dravidian politics
will take.

editorial

  DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH
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New Delhi: The combined
market valuation of three
of the top-10 most valued
firms jumped Rs 75,855.43
crore in a holiday-short-
ened last week, with State
Bank of India and Infosys
emerging as the biggest
gainers, in an otherwise
sluggish trend in equities.
Last week, the BSE
benchmark Sensex
dipped 5.89 points, and
the NSE Nifty went up by
11.05 points. While ICICI
Bank, State Bank of India
and Infosys were the gain-
ers, Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS), Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finance, Hindustan
Unilever and Larsen &
Toubro faced a combined
erosion of Rs 75,549.89
crore from their valua-

tion. The combined ero-
sion of these seven firms
was less than the total m-
cap addition of Rs
75,855.43 crore of the three
companies – ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India and
Infosys. SBI’s market val-
uation jumped Rs
39,045.51 crore to Rs
9,62,107.27 crore, becom-
ing the biggest gainer.
The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Infosys surged
Rs 31,014.59 crore to Rs
7,01,889.59 crore. ICICI
Bank added Rs 5,795.33
crore taking its valuation
to Rs 10,09,470.28 crore.
However, the mcap of
Reliance Industries tum-
bled Rs 23,952.48 crore to
Rs 19,72,493.21 crore. The
market valuation of
Larsen & Toubro dropped
by Rs 23,501.8 crore to Rs

5,30,410.23 crore. HDFC
Bank’s valuation eroded
by Rs 11,615.35 crore to Rs
14,32,534.91 crore and that
of Bharti Airtel tanked Rs
6,443.38 crore to Rs
11,49,544.43 crore. The
mcap of Bajaj Finance
declined by Rs 6,253.59
crore to Rs 5,91,447.16
crore and that of
Hindustan Unilever
diminished by Rs 3,312.93
crore to Rs 5,54,421.30
crore. The valuation of
TCS dipped by Rs 470.36
crore to Rs 11,60,212.12
crore. Reliance Industries
remained the most valued
domestic firm followed by
HDFC Bank, TCS, Bharti
Airtel, ICICI Bank, State
Bank of India, Infosys,
Bajaj Finance, Hindustan
Unilever and Larsen &
Toubro.

Mumbai: Airlines regulator
Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on
Saturday, January 17,
slapped penalties totalling Rs
22.20 crore for the massive
flight disruptions in
December, and warned CEO
Pieter Elbers and two other
senior executives for non-
compliance. It also directed
the airline to furnish Rs 50-
crore bank guarantee to
ensure long-term systemic
corrections. Between
December 3 and 5, the DGCA
said, 2,507 flights were can-
celled, and 1,852 flights were
delayed, impacting over 3
lakh passengers at airports
across the country.
Announcing the enforcement
actions after the detailed
probe, 
DGCA cited over-optimisa-
tion of operations, inade-
quate regulatory prepared-
ness, along with deficiencies
in system software support as
among the primary reasons
for the disruptions.
Shortcomings in manage-
ment structure and opera-
tional control at IndiGo were
also blamed. The penalties
are one of the biggest
imposed by the regulator on
any airline for flight disrup-
tions, while other regulatory

actions are also unprecedent-
ed. IndiGo, in a statement,
said it is “in receipt of the
orders of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation of
India” on the flight disrup-
tions. “.. the Board and the
Management of IndiGo are
committed to taking full cog-
nisance of the orders and
will, in a thoughtful and time-
ly manner, take appropriate
measures,” the airline said in
the statement. 
Additionally, it said, an “in-
depth review” of the robust-
ness and resilience of the
internal processes at IndiGo
has been underway since the
disruptions to ensure that the

airline emerges stronger out
of these events.” In early
December, 
IndiGo cancelled hundreds of
flights across the country as
the airline was not adequate-
ly prepared to implement the
new flight duty norms for
pilots. Last month, the airline
was provided relaxation till
February 10 to comply with
the new Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms.
The DGCA has imposed a
total penalty of Rs 20.40 crore
for the non-compliance for 68
days from December 5, 2025,
to February 10, 2026. The
amount translates to a Rs 30
lakh fine for each day during

the period. “In addition to
individual enforcement
actions, a one-time financial
penalty (on six counts) is
imposed on M/s Indigo
Airlines for non-compliance
with directions issued under
Rule 133A of the Aircraft
Rules, 1937,” the DGCA said
in a statement. 
While the regulator imposed
a financial penalty of Rs 30
lakh for the airline’s “failure
to establish and effectively
implement a scheme for com-
pliance with limits of Flight
Time, Flight Duty Period,
Duty Period and Rest Periods;
inadequate buffer margins in
roster planning”, another Rs

30-lakh financial penalty has
been slapped for “failure of
accountable management to
ensure overall functioning,
financing, and conduct of
operations to DGCA stan-
dards, as per the statement.
Similarly, Rs 30-lakh finan-
cial penalty has been imposed
for “improper delegation and
exercise of operational con-
trol responsibilities contrary
to approved methods” while a
financial penalty of Rs 30 lakh
has been imposed for “failure
of accountable management
to ensure overall functioning,
financing, and conduct of
operations to DGCA stan-
dards”. IndiGo Chief
Operating Officer Isidre
Porqueras is the Accountable
Manager at the airline.
According to the statement,
IndiGo has been ordered to
pledge a bank guarantee of Rs
50 crore in favour of DGCA, to
ensure compliance with the
directives and long-term sys-
temic correction. “The bank
guarantee-linked reform
framework of Rs 50 crore
titled the IndiGo Systemic
Reform Assurance Scheme
(ISRAS) for IndiGo, under
which phased release of the
bank guarantee is strictly tied
to DGCA-verified implemen-
tation of reforms,” it said. 

NNew Delhi: Brazil and Nigeria are
emerging as key export destinations for
Indian pharmaceutical firms amid glob-
al economic uncertainties, according to
the commerce ministry data. Nigeria
emerged as one of the fastest growing
destinations, adding USD 179 million in
exports and contributing over 14 per
cent to the total export growth during
the first eight months of this fiscal year.
During April-November FY26, Brazil
also recorded an increase of nearly USD
100 million exports, the data showed.
“These markets reflect rising healthcare
access, expanding public procurement,
and growing reliance on Indian generics,
reinforcing India’s role as a preferred
supplier to high growth demand inten-
sive regions,” an official said. The coun-
try’s pharmaceutical exports rose by 6.5
per cent to USD 20.48 billion during
April-November 2025-26. The data also
showed that the US continues to be the
single largest destination, accounting for
over 31 per cent of exports in April-
November 2025, while the overall growth
profile highlights a broadening of
demand across multiple geographies,
strengthening the stability of India’s
pharma export basket, the official added.
Alongside the US, countries such as
France, the Netherlands, Canada,
Germany, and South Africa registered
steady increase, collectively contribut-

ing to export expansion while maintain-
ing stable shares. Notably, the
Netherlands added over USD 58 million
in exports, reflecting India’s strengthen-
ing integration into European pharma-
ceutical distribution networks. “This
combination of scale markets and diver-
sified secondary destinations highlights
a balanced export architecture, where
growth is supported by both mature
healthcare systems and fast expanding
emerging economies,” the commerce
ministry official said.

Hyderabad, January 18, 2026: Layers
Clinics, a leading skin, hair, and aes-
thetic clinic brand, marked a signifi-
cant milestone with the grand
launch of Layers Privé, its 20th clin-
ic, located in the prestigious Jubilee
Hills neighbourhood. The launch
was graced by Indian cricket legend
Mithali Raj, who inaugurated the
state-of-the-art centre alongside Mr.
K. Sudheer Reddy, Founder & CEO
of Layers Clinics, and senior mem-
bers of the medical leadership team.
Founded in 2020 in Hyderabad,
Layers Clinics has rapidly emerged
as a trusted name in advanced, ethi-
cal, and results-driven aesthetic
care. With a growing footprint
across Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Gujarat, the brand
has successfully treated over 60,000
patients, earning recognition for its
clinical excellence, consistency of
outcomes, and patient-centric
approach. Layers Clinics is
renowned for its expertise in
advanced dermatology, precision-led
hair restoration, and comprehensive
anti-ageing solutions. Its wide-rang-
ing services include medical-grade
facials, dermatology-led skin rejuve-
nation, pigmentation correction,
acne and scar treatments, skin
brightening therapies, and holistic

anti-ageing protocols. All treatments
are delivered using US-FDA
approved technologies and are
supervised by experienced dermatol-
ogists and highly trained medical
professionals. Layers Privé, the
brand’s newest and most premium
offering, represents the pinnacle of
the Layers experience. Designed as
an exclusive aesthetic sanctuary, the
Jubilee Hills clinic combines cut-
ting-edge technology with bespoke

treatments, offering clients an ele-
vated experience defined by ele-
gance, discretion, and personalised
care. Speaking at the launch, Mithali
Raj said, “What stood out to me
about Layers Privé is its strong
emphasis on ethics, science, and con-
sistency. True excellence, whether in
sport or healthcare, comes from dis-
cipline, integrity, and long-term
commitment. Layers’ approach to
aesthetic care strongly reflects these

values, and I am delighted to be asso-
ciated with this milestone.” Mr. K.
Sudheer Reddy, Founder & CEO,
Layers Clinics, added, “Layers Privé
marks a defining chapter in our jour-
ney. As our 20th clinic, it embodies
everything Layers stands for—
advanced technology, ethical derma-
tology, and personalised patient
care. Our vision has always been to
make world-class aesthetic treat-
ments accessible while maintaining
uncompromising clinical standards,
and Layers Privé is a reflection of
that promise.” Dr. Swathi, Chief
Dermatologist & Anti-Ageing Expert
at Layers Clinics, said, “At Layers
Privé, every treatment begins with a
deep clinical understanding of the
patient’s skin and hair health. This
clinic allows us to offer highly cus-
tomised, dermatologist-led solutions
using the most advanced technolo-
gies available globally, while ensur-
ing safety, transparency, and natu-
ral-looking results.” Currently oper-
ating 20 clinics, Layers Clinics con-
tinues to expand steadily, with plans
to strengthen its presence across
India. The brand remains committed
to delivering ethical, affordable, and
science-backed aesthetic care while
maintaining consistent quality and
patient trust across all locations.

OFFERS INCREAS-
ING LIFE COVER TILL
AGE 99

LEGACY PLANNING
– PROVIDES HASSLE-
FREE AND TAX-FREE
WEEALTH TRANSFER TO
NOMINEES

OFFERS COMPLI-
MENTARY HEALTH
CHECK-UPS AFTER 3
POLICY YEARS

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance has launched
ICICI Pru Wealth Forever, a
product providing a simple
and tax-efficient legacy plan-
ning solution. This product
is designed for customers
wanting to provide financial
security to their loved ones.
The life cover amount con-
tinues to rise monthly till
the customer reaches the
age of 99 years. In the event
of the unfortunate demise of
the customer the entire life
cover amount, which is tax-
free, is paid out to the benefi-
ciaries. ICICI Pru Wealth
Forever has been specifical-
ly curated to offer customers
an easy and efficient legacy
planning solution. If the cus-
tomer survives through the
tenure of the policy all pre-

miums paid are returned.
For instance, a 55-year-old
business owner investing
?30 lakh annually for seven
years in this product can get
a life cover that starts at ?1.5
crore which keeps growing.
In the unfortunate event of
the policyholder’s demise at
age 85, the nominee(s) would
receive ?10 crore as a tax-
free benefit, helping pre-
serve the business owner’s
legacy while providing
financial continuity to the
family. Announcing the
launch, Mr. Vikas Gupta,
Chief Product Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company Limited, said

“With increasing income
and life expectancy in the
country, individuals have
begun to appreciate the
importance of legacy plan-
ning. We are delighted to
offer ICICI Pru Wealth
Forever which has been
specifically designed to aid
customers in simplifying
their legacy planning
process. The life cover pro-
vided by this product contin-
ues to increase till the age of
99 years and the life cover
amount is paid out as a tax-
free benefit in case of the
unfortunate demise of the
customer. This effectively
facilitates a seamless trans-

fer of wealth to the next gen-
eration providing them with
financial security.
Additionally, the built in fea-
ture of complimentary
health check-ups enable cus-
tomers to actively monitor
and manage their health.
Our commitment to deliver
our promises to customers
is reflected in our industry-
leading claim settlement
ratio of 99.3% in H1-FY2026,
with an average turnaround
time of 1.1 days for non-
investigated claims, sup-
ported by streamlined
processes that enable quick
and hassle-free claim pay-
outs when it matters most.”

New Delhi: Market partici-
pants have urged the gov-
ernment to ease capital
market taxation, including
a higher exemption limit on
long-term capital gains,
ahead of the Union Budget
for 2026-27. They also sug-
gested that the government
avoid further increases in
transaction taxes. The
Union Budget will be pre-
sented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
February 1. Market stake-
holders also demanded
enhancement of the tax-free
exemption limit on long-
term capital gains (LTCG)
from equity investments to
provide greater relief to
retail and long-term
investors. In its budget
wishlist, JM Financial
Services recommended
that the government should
raise the tax-free exemption
limit for equity LTCG from
Rs 1.25 lakh to Rs 2 lakh.
The firm also sought to
standardise the definition
of “long term” to 12 months
across all asset classes,
including equity, debt, gold
and real estate, to reduce
complexity and improve

tax clarity. Additionally, it
called for allowing capital
losses to be set off against
income under other heads.
Market participants have
also cautioned against any
further increase in transac-
tion-related taxes. Dhiraj
Relli, Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer
of HDFC Securities, said
stakeholders have pro-
posed keeping the
Securities Transaction Tax
(STT) on cash equity trades
lower than that on deriva-

tives to encourage long-
term investing over specu-
lative trading. He also sug-
gested taxing only the profit
component of share buy-
backs and aligning divi-
dend tax rates for domestic
investors with those appli-
cable to non-resident
Indians (NRIs). Tejas
Khoday, Chief Executive
Officer of FYERS, said the
government should refrain
from raising STT any fur-
ther. He added that reduc-
ing both long-term and

short-term capital gains tax
to 10 per cent would signifi-
cantly boost retail investor
participation. Khoday also
expressed hope that import
duties on gold and silver are
not increased further, as
these assets remain impor-
tant hedging instruments
against equity market
volatility and rupee depre-
ciation. Meanwhile, the
NSE and BSE will conduct
live trading on Sunday,
February 1, when the
Union Budget is presented.
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World

A threat by US President
Donald Trump to impose
fresh tariffs on eight allies
opposed to his proposed
takeover of Greenland has
drawn condemnation from
European leaders. UK
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said the move was
"completely wrong", while
French President
Emmanuel Macron called it
"unacceptable". The com-
ments came after Trump
announced a 10% tariff on
goods from Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, France,
Germany, the UK, the
Netherlands and Finland
would come into force on 1
February, but could later
rise to 25% - and would last
until a deal was reached.
Trump insists the
autonomous Danish territo-
ry is critical for US security
and has not ruled out taking
it by force. Following
Trump's threats, the
European Union called an
emergency meeting for 17:00

in Brussels (16:00 GMT) on
Sunday. The meeting will
involve ambassadors from
the EU's 27 countries,
according to the Reuters
news agency. Meanwhile,
thousands of people took to
the streets in Greenland and
Denmark on Saturday in
protest at the proposed US
takeover. Greenland is
sparsely populated but
resource-rich and its loca-
tion between North
America and the Arctic
makes it well placed for
early warning systems in
the event of missile attacks
and for monitoring vessels
in the region. Trump has
previously said Washington
would get the territory "the
easy way" or "the hard
way". European countries
have rallied to Denmark's
support. They have argued
that the security of the
Arctic region should be a
joint Nato responsibility.
France, Germany, Sweden,
Norway, Finland, the

Netherlands and the UK
have dispatched a small
number of troops to
Greenland in a so-called
reconnaissance mission.
Announcing the new tariffs
in a post on his Truth Social
platform on Saturday,
Trump said those countries
were playing "a very dan-
gerous game". At stake, he
said, was the "Safety,
Security, and Survival of

our Planet". He said the pro-
posed 10% levy to be intro-
duced next month on goods
exported to the US would
rise to 25% in June and
remain "payable until such
time as a Deal is reached for
the Complete and Total pur-
chase of Greenland". In his
response, Starmer said:
"Applying tariffs on allies
for pursuing the collective
security of Nato allies is

completely wrong. We will
of course be pursuing this
directly with the US admin-
istration." UK opposition
leaders also criticised
Trump's announcement.
Conservative Party leader
Kemi Badenoch said the tar-
iffs were a "terrible idea",
while Reform UK leader and
Trump ally Nigel Farage
said they "will hurt us".
Liberal Democrat leader Ed
Davey called Trump's
behaviour "unhinged" but
said how the UK responds
"matters a lot". Green MP
Ellie Chowns said the US
president "treats the inter-
national stage like a school-
yard playground, attempt-
ing to bully and brute force
other countries into compli-
ance with his imperialist
agenda". France's
Emmanuel Macron said:
"Tariff threats are unaccept-
able in this context... We
will not be swayed by any
intimidation." Swedish PM
Ulf Kristersson said: "We

won't let ourselves be black-
mailed." "Sweden is current-
ly having intensive discus-
sions with other EU coun-
tries, Norway and the
United Kingdom to find a
joint response," he added. In
a post on X, European
Commission (EC) President
Ursula von der Leyen, said:
"Territorial integrity and
sovereignty are fundamen-
tal principles of internation-
al law." "Tariffs would
undermine transatlantic
relations and risk a danger-
ous downward spiral," she
added. Trump will face von
der Leyen and other
European leaders such as
Macron at the annual World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland this week. EU
foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas said "China and
Russia must be having a
field day" following Trump's
announcement. "They are
the ones who benefit from
divisions among Allies", she
wrote on X. 

Syrian troops fighting
Kurdish forces in north-
eastern Syria have seized
the country's largest oil-
field. The Omar facility and
nearby gas fields are under
army control after the
Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF)
pulled back, officials and
monitors say. Earlier the
army captured the strate-
gic Tabqa dam on the
Euphrates river. The push
came after the SDF
announced it would rede-
ploy east of the Euphrates,
following deadly clashes
last week. That withdrawal
followed talks with US offi-
cials. Ongoing fighting in
the area stems from the
breakdown of an agree-
ment between SDF and the
government of President

Ahmed al-Sharaa, who is
seeking to integrate
Kurdish bodies into Syrian
institutions. On Friday, in
an apparent good-will ges-
ture, al-Sharaa said he
would make Kurdish a
national language and
make the Kurdish new year
an official holiday. The
decree is the first formal
recognition of Kurdish

national rights since
Syria's independence in
1946. The US-backed SDF
then announced its pullout
east of the Euphrates river.
Kurdish forces have been
controlling swathes of
Syria's oil-rich north and
north-east, much of it
gained during the fight
against the Islamic State
group over the past decade.

Over the weekend, Syrian
troops continued their east-
ward push. They entered
the town of Tabqa on the
south-western bank of the
Euphrates and nearby dam
on Saturday. On Sunday,
Syrian officials announced
they had seized Omar,
Syria's largest oil field, on
the eastern side of the
river. The facility has been
a major source of revenue
for the SDF. This claim was
supported by the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, a UK-based moni-
toring group. It said the
SDF had withdrawn from
"entire villages and towns
of the eastern countryside
of Deir Ezzor [province]" as
well as the Omar and
Tanak oil fields early on
Sunday. 

Soldiers are on standby
for possible deployment to
Minneapolis, a US defence
official has told CBS
News, the BBC's US part-
ner. The official said the
1,500 soldiers, currently
in Alaska, are an option
for US president Donald
Trump if he decided to use
active duty military per-
sonnel, as anti-
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE)
demonstrations contin-
ued in the city on
Saturday. No decision has
yet been made on whether
to deploy the soldiers
from Alaska, the official
said. Minnesota officials
have urged protesters to
stay orderly and peaceful

during demonstrations
after an ICE agent shot
dead US citizen Renee
Good earlier this month.
The soldiers are part of
the 11th Airborne
Division in Fort
Wainwright, the official
added. Last week, Trump
threatened to invoke the

Insurrection Act, a rarely-
used law that allows
active-duty military per-
sonnel to be deployed for
law enforcement duties
inside the US. It comes as
a US federal judge issued
an order limiting the
crowd control tactics that
can used by ICE agents

towards "peaceful and
unobstructive" protesters
in Minneapolis. On
Friday, Judge Katherine
Menendez ruled that fed-
eral agents cannot arrest
or pepper spray peaceful
demonstrations, includ-
ing those monitoring or
observing ICE agents. The
state's National Guard has
been mobilised and placed
on alert by Governor Tim
Walz, and other law
enforcement officers were
deployed to Minneapolis
ahead of the anti-ICE
demonstrations. Recent
protests in the city were
sparked by widespread
action by ICE in the city,
and follow Good's death
on 7 January. 

Nasa's mega rocket has
been moved to the launch
pad in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, as the final prepa-
rations get underway for
the first crewed mission
to the Moon in more than
50 years. Over almost 12
hours, the 98m-tall Space
Launch System was car-
ried vertically from the
Vehicle Assembly
Building on the 4-mile
(6.5km) journey to the
pad. Now it is in position,
the final tests, checks - and
a dress rehearsal - will
take place, before the go-
ahead is given for the 10-
day Artemis II mission
that will see four astro-
nauts travel around the
Moon. Nasa says the earli-
est the rocket can blast off
is 6 February, but there
are also more launch win-
dows later that month, as
well as in March and
April. The rocket began
moving at 07:04 local time
(12:04 GMT) and arrived
at Launch Pad 39B at the
Kennedy Space Center at
18:41 local time (23:42
GMT). The rocket was
carried by a huge
machine called a crawler-
transporter, travelling at
a top speed of 0.82 mph (1.3

km/h) as it trundled
along. Live coverage cap-
tured the slow-moving
spectacle. Nasa said the
rocket will be prepared
over the next few days for
what it calls a "wet dress
rehearsal" - a test for fuel
operations and count-
down procedures. The
Artemis II crew - Nasa's
Reid Wiseman, Victor
Glover and Christina
Koch and Canadian astro-
naut Jeremy Hansen -
were at the Kennedy
Space Center watching
the rocket as it was
moved. In just a few
weeks, the four astro-
nauts will be strapped
into a spacecraft, perched
on the top of the rocket,
ready to blast off to the
Moon. It will be the first
crewed mission to the
Moon since Apollo 17
landed on its surface in
December 1972. Nasa said
the mission could take its
astronauts further into
space that anyone has
been before. Artemis II is
not scheduled to land on
the Moon, but will
instead lay the ground-
work for a future lunar
landing led by the
Artemis III mission. 

The mourners had gathered
in the small village of Vero,
a half-hour drive from
Ajaccio, the capital of the
p i c t u r e - p o s t c a r d
Mediterranean island of
Corsica. In their midst was
former nationalist leader
Alain Orsoni, 71, who had
flown in from exile in
Nicaragua to bury his moth-
er. Suddenly, with the cere-
mony under way, a single
shot was fired from nearby
scrubland, killing Orsoni
instantly. Thirty-five people
have been fatally shot on
this island of 350,000 people
in the past three years alone,
giving it one of France's
highest murder rates.
Corsicans have become
wearily familiar with
vendettas and tit-for-tat
underworld shootings, but
even here, the way Orsoni
was killed has stunned
islanders. Yesterday, Alain
Orsoni was cremated after a
funeral service in Ajaccio.
There was a large police
presence. Close friend Jo
Peraldi finds it hard to
believe that a day of high
emotion surrounding the
funeral of Orsoni's mother
could have been defiled in
such a way. "A cemetery is
sacred in Corsica, just like a
church. Never have I wit-
nessed seeing someone mur-
dered while accompanying

their mother to their final
resting place," he told
Corsican radio. Peraldi had
seen his friend on the morn-
ing of the funeral. Like
Orsoni, he had been an
active figure in Corsican
nationalism, spending 15
years in jail for organising
bomb attacks against sym-
bols of the French state.
Over the years, victims of
Corsica's violence have
included farmers, elected
officials, a lawyer, local busi-
ness owners and even the
president of the chamber of
commerce. But for a cousin
of the victim, Christian
Leca, Orsoni's killing was "a
tipping point in the horror".
"People don't kill in cemeter-
ies, it's intolerable," he told
Le Monde newspaper. The
nature of the violence has
changed in recent times,
says Thierry Dominici, an
expert of Corsican national-
ism at the University of
Bordeaux who grew up on
the island. "Once armed
groups gave up their vio-
lent campaign for autono-
my or independence, they
kept their weapons and
turned to organised crime
instead," he told the BBC.
"The French state was so
focused on tackling the sep-
aratists that it turned a
blind eye to their lucrative
criminal activities.

Iran is 10 days into one of the
most extreme internet shut-
downs in history, with 92
million citizens cut off from
all internet services and
even disruption to phone
and text messaging. The
Iranian government cut off
services on 8 January,
apparently to stifle dissent
and prevent international
scrutiny of a government
crack down on protesters.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said the
internet was cut off in
response to what he
described as externally
directed "terrorist opera-
tions". The government has
not said when internet serv-
ices will return, but new
reports suggest that, behind
the scenes, the authorities
may be making plans to
restrict it permanently. On
15 January, the news web-
site IranWire reported that

government spokesperson
Fatemeh Mohajerani told
journalists that internation-
al web access will not be
available until at least the
Iranian New Year in late
March. Internet freedom
observers at FilterWatch
believe the government is
hastily implementing new
systems and rules to cut Iran
off from the international
internet. "There should be
no expectation of reopening
international internet
access, and even afterwards,
users' access to international
internet will never return to
its previous form,"
FilterWatch said, citing
unnamed government
sources. While the BBC can-
not independently verify
this report or the timing of
its implementation, journal-
ists who spoke to BBC
Persian also said they were
told that internet access

would not be restored any-
time soon. From temporary
outage to "communication
black hole" Iran has main-
tained a tight grip over the
internet for many years,
with most western social
media apps and platforms
blocked, as well as external
news websites like BBC
News. However many peo-
ple have managed to access
popular apps such as
Instagram using Virtual
Private Networks (VPNs).

Internet freedom campaign-
ers at Access Now say Iran
has consistently used shut-
downs as a way to mask
mass violence and brutal
crackdowns on protesters,
as seen during the nation-
wide internet shutdowns
during the November 2019
and September 2022 protests.
A shutdown was also
imposed during the Iran-
Israel conflict in June 2025.
However, the current black-
out has lasted longer than

any previous shutdown. In a
public statement, the charity
Access Now said that full
restoration of internet
access is imperative.
"Restricting access to these
essential services not only
endanger lives but embolden
authorities to conceal and
evade accountability for
human rights abuses," it
said. Already there are
reports that livelihoods in
Iran are being badly impact-
ed by the shutdown with e-
commerce particularly
affected. As of 18 January,
the Human Rights Activists
News Agency (HRANA) esti-
mates that more than 3,300
confirmed protester deaths
have been recorded, with
more than 4,380 cases under
review. It also reports that
the number of arrests has
reached 24,266 across 187
cities. The real number of
people killed and detained is

believed to be significantly
higher, but the lack of access
means the figures cannot be
independently verified.
Internet monitoring project,
FilterWatch, says that the
latest shutdown spells the
start of a more extreme "dig-
ital isolation" and increased
surveillance on what is said,
sent and viewed online.
Amir Rashidi, director of
cyber security and digital
rights at the Miaan Group,
which runs FilterWatch,
told the BBC he believes the
authorities are moving
towards a tiered system in
which access to the global
internet would no longer be
automatic but subject to
approval. Access would be
granted through a registra-
tion and vetting process, he
expects, adding that the tech-
nical infrastructure for such
a system has been in place
for years. 

A fire at a shopping cen-
tre in the Pakistan city of
Karachi has killed six
people as firefighters
continue to battle the
blaze. Parts of the Gul
Plaza, containing 1,200
stores and spanning 8,000
sq m (86,111 sq ft), have
collapsed which officers
said was hampering res-
cue efforts. One firefight-
er is among the dead,
more than 20 people have
been injured and there
are fears some are still
trapped inside the multi-
storey mall. Local emer-
gency services said that
when helpers arrived at

the site on Saturday "the
fire from the ground
floor had spread to the
upper floors, and almost
the entire building was
already engulfed in
flames". A senior police
official told the BBC that
the authorities had been
unable to search the
building for bodies as the
fire has continued to
burn. More than 30 peo-
ple have been reported
missing by their fami-
lies, who have gathered
outside what remains of
the centre, waiting anx-
iously for news of their
loved ones. 

Avalanches kill eight skiers
in Austrian Alps
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Arshdeep Singh made the
perfect start after being
brought back into India's
ODI playing XI for the third
ODI against New Zealand in
Indore on Sunday. Bowling
the first over of the New
Zealand innings with the
new ball, Arshdeep made an
immediate impact, picking
up the wicket of opener
Henry Nicholls. Arshdeep's
non-inclusion in the side for
the first two ODIs had been a
hotly-debated topic in the
cricket world, and fans on
social media reminded
Gautam Gambhir exactly
why he should've been
picked earlier after the first-
over strike. Taking the new
ball, Arshdeep was initially
struck for a boundary by
Devon Conway on the sec-
ond ball of the first over.
However, the left-arm seam-

er responded brilliantly,
uprooting Henry Nicholls'
stumps after an inside edge.
Arshdeep was brought in
place of Prasidh Krishna for
the series-deciding third

ODI, following India's defeat
in the second match of the
series. Earlier, legendary
India spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin had backed
Arshdeep's selection in the

side. "The contest is between
the bowlers. For South
Africa, you need a hit-the-
deck bowler. Prasidh
Krishna and Harshit Rana
both need match experience,
so I can understand the
thinking. But no one is
thinking about Arshdeep
Singh, who will stand in his
shoes and think? This is not
about how much he has
played and how much he
hasn't played," Ashwin had
said on his YouTube chan-
nel. "What must he be think-
ing right now? He has done
so much, yet he is still fight-
ing for his spot. Whenever
he plays next, he will be
rusty. No matter what you
say, this is a game of confi-
dence. Why does this happen
to the bowlers at all times? It
never happens with the bat-
ters," he had further said.

World number one Aryna
Sabalenka overcame the
"pressure" of being watched
by tennis legends Roger
Federer and Rod Laver to
begin her Australian Open
campaign with victory. An
error-prone Sabalenka beat
French wildcard Tiantsoa
Rakotomanga Rajaonah 6-4 6-
1 on Rod Laver Arena. Six-
time men's champion
Federer and three-time win-
ner Laver had front row seats
during the first-round match,
with Sabalenka joking she
tried not to look at them.
Sabalenka, who has won the
Melbourne title twice, later
took a selfie with the pair. "I
wanted to show great tennis
so you guys enjoy watching
me play. What a privilege - I
really hope you guys enjoyed

it just a little bit," Belarus'
Sabalenka said. "It was a lot
of pressure. I was walking
[around] thinking 'don't look
there, don't look there'."
Sabalenka boasts an impres-
sive record in Australia,
dropping just one set en
route to consecutive titles in
2023 and 2024, and has lost
just one of her past 22 match-

es at the tournament - a sur-
prise three-set defeat by
American Madison Keys in
last year's final. Her good
form is not restricted to
Melbourne's blue courts
either - five of her 22 career
singles titles have come on
Australian soil, including
tuning up for this year's
major with victory at the

Brisbane International.
However, Sabalenka did not
have it all her own way
against world number 118
Rakotomanga Rajaonah. In
an uncharacteristically
messy first set, Sabalenka
had her serve broken in the
opening game of the match
and although she immediate-
ly broke back, saw 16 win-
ners cancelled out by 13
unforced errors. 
After saving a break point for
4-4, the match became
increasingly one-sided, with
Sabalenka reeling off five
games in a row to take con-
trol. "I didn't start my best.
She showed up on fire and
she was playing great," said
Sabalenka, who is bidding to
reach a fourth consecutive
Australian Open final. 

There has been a lot of
chatter across the internet
surrounding Sydney
Sixers stars Steve Smith
and Babar Azam during
the ongoing Big Bash
League (BBL) 2025-26 sea-
son, particularly following
Babar's angry reaction to
getting out after Smith had
denied him strike for the
'Power Surge'. However,
Australia stalwart Smith
and Pakistan star Babar
appeared to be on better
terms during the Sixers'
virtual knockout clash
against Brisbane Heat on
Sunday, with Babar even
making a heartwarming
gesture towards Smith
after the latter dropped a
catch. In the fifth over of
the Heat innings, Smith
failed to hold on to a tough
chance while fielding at
backward point, as Nathan
McSweeney was handed a
lifeline. However, Babar -
fielding at cover - quickly
ran up to Smith to give
him a high-five and a pat
on the back to appreciate
his effort and console him

for the dropped catch.
Babar has struggled for
form during the BBL 2025-
26 season, scoring just 202
runs in 10 matches at a
poor strike-rate of 104. On
the other hand, Smith has
lit up the scene in his four
matches since joining the
Sixers following the Ashes
Test series. In the short
period, Smith has already
smashed a century and a
fifty. On Friday, Smith
denied Babar the strike
ahead of the first over of

the BBL's 'Power Surge',
which is a two-over mini-
powerplay that the batting
team can take after the
10th over, where only two
fielders are allowed out-
side the circle. Babar was
seemingly unhappy at
Smith's decision, but the
latter justified it by smash-
ing four sixes in the follow-
ing over. However, Babar
Azam departed right after
that, and proceeded to hit
his bat on the ground
angrily as he walked off.

Former New Zealand wicket-keeper
batter Ian Smith was not happy with
Shubman Gill's captaincy during the
third ODI encounter between India
and New Zealand in Indore on
Sunday. Following two early wickets
for Arshdeep Singh and Harshit
Rana, New Zealand looked in a spot
of bother. However, the hosts were
unable to maintain the momentum
as the duo of Daryl Mitchell and
Glenn Phillips stitched together a
brilliant partnership to take the visi-
tors to a brilliant position. It seemed
like Gill was out of ideas as the India
bowlers failed to break the partner-
ship and during the death overs, KL
Rahul was seen moving the fielders
around from behind the stumps.
Smith said that Gill needs to more
active when it comes to his captaincy
and added that it is his responsibility
to motivate the team in pressure situ-
ations. “I know that Shubman Gill is
just learning the art of captaincy. But
there's a lot, even now KL Rahul is
chatting to Arshdeep down there as if
to say, these are jobs that vice cap-
tains do," he said on commentary.
“Shubman Gill is now coming down
to long off, which basically takes him
out of the play. You've got to be part of
the action as the captain, particular-

ly when your team is under pres-
sure,” he added. Smith was also
quick to point out that for a young
skipper like Gill, it can be difficult to
lead a side which has veterans like
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and KL
Rahul. “I appreciate this as a young
player. This is a hard team to captain
because of the people around you
within the group who have been for-
mer captains, most of them as well,”
said Smith. “You've got Rahul, you've
got Virat Kohli, of course, you've got
Rohit Sharma. You've got Shreyas
Iyer, you've got senior players

around you. And it's not always easy
to take charge effectively,” he added.
Coming to the match, riding on scin-
tillating centuries from Daryl
Mitchell and Glenn Phillips, New
Zealand recovered from a shaky start
to post 337/8 in the ODI series decider
against India.  Indian cricket team
ODI captain Shubman Gill's decision
to travel with a personal water puri-
fier did not have any connection to
the recent water contamination inci-
dent in Indore, according to a report
by Cricbuzz. As India cricketers
made their way to Indore ahead of

the third ODI match against New
Zealand, media reports emerged that
Gill was travelling with a water puri-
fier worth around Rs 3 lakh in order
to combat the city's ongoing health
crisis. However, the Cricbuzz report
claimed that the decision was not
specific for Indore and it was a part of
Gill's regular travel routine.  "Such
purifiers are used by top sportsper-
sons across disciplines, not just
cricketers. However, there is no
information of other cricketers car-
rying similar machines to Indore,
where the third and final ODI against
New Zealand will be played on
Sunday," the report said. The report
added that it was a part of Gill's
recovery from dengue and the India
star batter has put special emphasis
on maintaining "strict hydration
standards as part of his fitness rou-
tine". Coming to the match,
Shubman Gill won the toss and
opted to field against New Zealand
in the third and final ODI in Indore
on Sunday. The third ODI between
India and New Zealand will be the
series decider as the visitors denied
the Men in Blue the opportunity to
gain an unassailable lead in the sec-
ond match of the three-match series
at Rajkot. 

Indian cricket team star bat-
ter Virat Kohli shared a
hilarious moment with New
Zealand star Daryl Mitchell
during the 3rd ODI
encounter in Indore on
Sunday. Mitchell was in sen-
sational form as he slammed
137 off 131 deliveries with
the help of 15 fours and 3
sixes. He looked extremely
comfortable against the
Indian bowlers and was able
to guide New Zealand to a
massive total. Mitchell's
innings finally came to an
end during the 45th over
when he was dismissed by
Mohammed Siraj. As the
New Zealand batter made
his way back to the dressing
room, Kohli was seen
applauding near the bound-
ary line. He had a small chat
with Mitchell before joking-
ly pushing him out of the

ground in a moment that left
both fans as well as the New
Zealand batter in splits.

Coming to the match,
Arshdeep Singh and Harshit
Rana took three wickets

each but centuries from
Daryl Mitchell and Glenn
Phillips took New Zealand to
337 for eight against India.
Mitchell struck his second
consecutive century of the
series to make 137 off 131
balls with 15 fours and three
sixes, while Phillips hit nine
fours and three sixes to
score 106 off only 88 balls.
The two revived New
Zealand with a 219-run stand
for the fourth wicket after
the Kiwis had slumped to 58
for three, with Arshdeep tak-
ing two wickets upfront.
While Arshdeep returned
3/63 from his full quota of
overs, Rana was expensive,
giving away 84 runs from his
10 overs for three wickets.
Towards the end, skipper
Michael Bracewell hit an 18-
ball 28 not out with three
sixes and a four.

Tottenham head coach
Thomas Frank is under
significant internal
scrutiny with the club
considering calling time
on his seven-month reign.
The Dane has endured an
underwhelming start to
life at Tottenham since
his appointment last sum-
mer. BBC Sport under-
stands at least one mem-
ber of the club's executive
team has actively raised
the option of ending
Frank's reign in recent
weeks. The club have so
far backed Frank despite
Spurs' struggles this sea-
son, but Saturday's home
defeat by West Ham
means his position is now
under threat as the club's
hierarchy weighs up
whether they should
move immediately or give
Frank a chance to turn
things round. The defeat

leaves Spurs 14th in the
Premier League, having
won just seven of their 22
games this season, and
large sections of the sup-
porters have already lost
faith in the former
Brentford boss. He was
taunted by his own fans
with chants of "you're get-
ting sacked in the morn-
ing" during the closing
stages of the loss to West
Ham. Frank only joined
the club in June following
the dismissal of Ange
Postecoglou. Spurs have
won just once in their
past eight matches and
are out of both domestic
cup competitions. They
are currently 11th in the
Champions League and
face Borussia Dortmund
this week in a game that
is crucial to their hopes of
qualifying for the knock-
out stages.

India all-rounder Harshit
Rana is now a regular for the
national side in white-ball
cricket, having particularly
impressed in the ODI for-
mat. However, Harshit's ini-
tial selection had come with
significant criticism from
experts and fans alike, some-
thing that he has steadily
reduced with consistent per-
formances with ball and bat.
The 24-year-old recently
revealed that handling fail-
ure comes easier to him
now, given the struggles he
had to face during the forma-
tive years of his career.
Harshit revealed how he
would often even cry in front
of his father after failures
during his youth. "I know
how to handle failure now. I
have seen those 10 years
where I would not get select-

ed. I would go to trials, and
my name would not come. I
would come back and cry
every day in front of my
father," Harshit opened up,
speaking on the Men's
Locker Room podcast. "Now,

I feel that failure has gone.
Whatever comes, I can han-
dle it. I had given up," he
added. "I had given up. But
my dad literally kept push-
ing me," he further revealed.
Harshit's rise to internation-

al cricket has been particu-
larly impressive in the 50-
over format. The fast bowler
has taken 23 wickets in his
first 13 ODIs, and even ended
2025 as India's highest wick-
et-taker in ODIs. However,
the 24-year-old has not only
impressed with the ball, but
also with bat in hand, play-
ing crucial cameos down the
order in both ODI and T20I
cricket in his short interna-
tional career so far. Harshit
has been included in India's
15-member squad for the T20
World Cup 2026 on home
soil. It gives him the chance
to win two ICC trophies in
the space of a year, having
also been part of India's
squad that lifted the
Champions Trophy 2025
title. He has taken seven
wickets in six T20Is so far.

A holiday in Miami, time
at home surrounded by
loved ones and plenty of
board games - that is how
Carlos Alcaraz mentally
recharged during the off-
season before starting
another bid to make his-
tory at the Australian
Open. Victory in
Melbourne would com-
plete the career Grand
Slam for the Spaniard,
who has already won
each of the other three
majors twice. Should he
do so, the 22-year-old
would become the
youngest player - and
only the ninth overall - to
achieve the milestone in
the men's singles, with
six-time Australian Open
champion Roger Federer
among those backing him
to do so. Despite taking a
nine-week break from
competitive tennis follow-
ing a landmark 2025 sea-
son which saw him win
eight titles, including the
French Open and US
Open, and finish as year-
end number one, Alcaraz
showed few signs of rust
as he overcame
Australia's Adam Walton
6-3 7-6 (7-2) 6-2. "It was a

really long season, a
tough one - a lot of tough
moments, a lot of good
moments," Alcaraz said.
"I had two weeks [on holi-
day]. One in Miami with a
big group of friends - we
had fun - and then a sec-
ond week in Turks and
Caicos to relax a little. "I
stayed home, I recharged
the batteries. Mentally, I
am fresh to play in the
first tournament of the
year and I'm ready to play
really good tennis in
Melbourne." Detailing his
daily pre-season routine,
he added: "I used to prac-
tise the whole morning -
start at 09:00 and finish at
14:00 or even 15:00. The
whole morning is about
working out physically
and on the court."It's a
better way to recharge
the batteries, staying at
home with the people you
love." The Australian
Open is the only Grand
Slam at which Alcaraz is
yet to reach the final,
with the quarter-finals in
2024 and 2025 his best
showings, but he
advanced to round two in
comfortable fashion
against Walton.
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Hollywood
star Tom
Hiddleston,
b e s t
k n o w n

across the world as
Marvel’s mischie-

vous Loki, has sent
Indian cinema fans

into excitement
with his

l a t -

est confession. In a recent
interaction, the British actor
revealed that S.S. Rajamouli
is one of the filmmakers he
most wants to work with.
Calling the RRR director
“excellent,” Hiddleston said a
collaboration with Rajamouli
would be a dream come true.
The statement instantly
grabbed attention, proving
once again how Indian cine-
ma has broken global bound-
aries. Rajamouli, who rede-
fined large-scale storytelling
with Baahubali and later cre-
ated worldwide magic with
RRR, has become a name that
even Hollywood stars admire.
For Hiddleston to openly
express his wish to work with
him is not just a compliment
it’s recognition of Rajamouli’s
growing international influ-
ence. Since the release of
RRR, Rajamouli has been cel-
ebrated across continents.
The film’s energetic story-
telling, breathtaking action
sequences and emotional
drama won hearts globally.
The viral success of Naatu
Naatu, which even won an
Oscar, further cemented

Rajamouli’s position as a
visionary director who
speaks a universal cinematic
language. Tom Hiddleston, on
the other hand, is known for
choosing unique and power-
ful roles. From
Shakespearean theatre to
global blockbusters, he has
built a reputation for versatil-
ity and charm. The idea of
him stepping into a
Rajamouli-style epic filled
with grand visuals, intense
drama and larger-than-life
characters has fans already
imagining a historic
crossover. Social media
quickly buzzed with excite-
ment after Hiddleston’s com-
ment, with many calling it a
“Hollywood-meets-Tollywood
moment waiting to happen.”
While no official project has
been announced, the mere
possibility has sparked
worldwide curiosity. If this
dream collaboration ever

turns into reality,
it could mark a
new chapter in
global filmmak-
ing where story-
telling truly has no
borders. For now,
fans on both sides
of the world are
watching closely,
hoping this cinemat-
ic wish comes true.

Mega Power Star Ram
Charan's most awaited
sports drama Peddi is
being directed by Buchi
Babu Sana and the shoot-
ing of this film is going on
at a fast pace. The big
schedule of this film is
going to start soon. Ram
Charan is preparing spe-
cially for this schedule. In
the recently released still,
Ram Charan is seen in
beast mode. The rock solid
muscles and intense look
went viral in an instant.
Peddi's first single Chikiri
Chikiri broke world
records by garnering over
200 million views in five

languages. With AR
Rahman's music and Ram
Charan's viral dance, this
song has become a global
moment. Another song is
going to be released soon.
Produced by Venkata
Satish Kilaru under the
banner of Vriddhi
Cinemas, the film proudly
presented by Mythri
Movie Makers in associa-
tion with Sukumar
Writings stars Janhvi
Kapoor as the heroine.
The makers have once
again announced that
Peddi will have a grand
pan-India theatrical
release on March 27th.

MMumbai: Actress Kajal
Aggarwal shared her
mantra for the year 2016.
The ‘Singham’ actress
firmly believed in the say-
ing “work hard, party
harder” back in the day.
Kajal revealed that ten
years ago, her life was all
about long days, late
nights, chasing big
dreams, and dancing like
there was no tomorrow.
She took to her official
Insta handle and posted
some throwback glimpses,
which included shooting
for her movies, “Sardar
Gabbar Singh”, “Khaidi
150”, “Vivegam”, and “Do
Lafzon ki Kahaani”, hang-
ing out with her loved
ones, staying on top of her
workout game, and also
walking the red carpet for
the Filmfare. Turning
back the clock, and reliv-
ing some fond memories,
Kajal wrote the caption,

“#NostalgiaProMax 2016
was work harddd, party
harder, hustle always.
Long days, late nights, big
dreams and even bigger
laughs. I chased goals like
a pro, danced like tomor-
row didn’t exist, and some-
how made it all look effort-
less (sic).” “Back when
sass was feral and savage
was a lifestyle, not a
phase. A year powered by
ambition, caffeine and
chaos- and honestly… I’d
do it all over again”, she
added. In the meantime,
Kajal decided to enter 2026
with hope, excitement,
and an ‘open heart’.
Expressing her gratitude
for all that 2025 had to
offer, Kajal wrote on the
photo-sharing app, “So
much gratitude for a fabu-
lous year gone by, and
stepping into 2026 with
hope, excitement, and an
open heart.”. 

On the occasion of the 30th
Vardhanthi of the leg-
endary actor, statesman
and cultural icon
Nandamuri Taraka Rama
Rao (NTR), members of the
Nandamuri family, film
celebrities, political leaders
and thousands of fans paid
rich floral tributes at the
NTR statue in Film Nagar.
Remembering the “Viswa
Vikhyatha Nata
Sarvabhouma”, prominent
personalities from various
departments of the Telugu
film industry gathered to
honour the man who rede-
fined Telugu cinema and
Telugu self-respect. The
statue of NTR was adorned
with garlands as heartfelt
tributes poured in from
admirers across cinema
and politics. Veteran film
personality Kaja Surya
Narayana said, “NTR garu
is number one in the histo-
ry of Telugu cinema. If he

had not founded the Telugu
Desam Party on that his-
toric day, many people
would not have reached the
positions they hold today.
NTR and ANR are the two
eyes of the Telugu film
industry. My wish is that a
statue of Akkineni
Nageswara Rao garu should
also be installed, and I
request the elders of the
industry to take this for-
ward.” Social activist
Madala Ravi said,
“Nandamuri Taraka Rama
Rao is the great personality
who took the pride of the
Telugu race to the world. He
brought recognition to
Telugu people and Telugu
cinema. He truly deserves
the Bharat Ratna, and we all
should work together to
make that happen.” Writer
Paruchuri Gopalakrishna
said, “Just like the dialogue
NTR delivered in the film
Mana Desam, he climbed

step by step to the greatest
heights. Even after 30 years
of his passing, he feels alive
among us. We never feel
that Annagaru is no more.”
Director Tammareddy
Bharadwaja said, “NTR is
the man who elevated the
self-respect of Telugu peo-
ple. He lived without selfish-
ness. There is no experi-
ment, no role, no story that
he did not attempt in cine-
ma. Remembering him only
on his birth and death
anniversaries is not enough.
We must have the courage
to follow his ideals in cine-
ma and politics. Only then
will his legacy truly live
on.” Actor Prasanna Kumar
said, “NTR is a training
ground for every actor.
Every actor and every polit-
ical leader should take him
as an inspiration. He is the
one who showcased the val-
our and pride of Telugu peo-
ple to the world.” 

Bollywood’s King of
Hearts, Shah Rukh
Khan, hasn’t even
appeared on screen yet
but the internet is
already on fire. This
afternoon, direc-
t o r

Siddharth Anand
dropped a cryptic tweet
with just two words: “the
date.” No explanation.
No follow-up. Yet, it was
enough to send SRK fans

into complete melt-
down. Within min-

utes of the
tweet going

live, social
m e d i a
exploded
w i t h
e x c i t e -

m e n t .
Fan pages

began shar-
ing screen-

shots, decoding
hidden mean-

ings, and start-
ing countdown

guesses. The
b i g

q u e s -
tion on
e v e r y -
o n e ’ s
m i n d :

Is the

release date of
Shah Rukh Khan’s
upcoming film King
about to be announced?
King is one of the most
awaited films in Indian
cinema. It marks Shah
Rukh Khan’s next major
project after his block-
buster streak, and expec-
tations are sky high.
Directed by Siddharth
Anand, known for deliv-
ering stylish action
entertainers, the film
promises a powerful
role, grand visuals, and a
mass appeal experience.
But the makers have
kept everything tightly
under wraps no teaser,
no poster, no official
release window so far.
That secrecy has only
added to the excitement.
So when Anand tweeted
“the date” this after-
noon, fans instantly
assumed something big
is coming. Some believe

it hints at a release date
reveal. Others think a
teaser or first-look
poster may drop soon.
Fan clubs are trending
h a s h t a g s ,
d i s -
c u s s i n g
t h e o r i e s ,
and marking calen-
dars. The curiosity
is massive, and the
energy among SRK
admirers is electric.
After a historic
comeback, every

move Shah Rukh
Khan makes becomes a

headline. And with King,
he seems ready to rule
the box office once again.
For now, the mystery
continues. But one thing
is clear when Siddharth
Anand finally reveals
“the date,” the count-
down to King will official-
ly begin. The throne is
waiting.  But the makers
have kept everything
tightly under wraps no
teaser, no poster, no offi-
cial release window so
far, that secrecy has only
added to the excitement.

FANS CAN’T
KEEP CALM

IS ‘KING’
COMING
SOON? 

AKSHAYE KHANNA STEPS INTO
TOLLYWOOD WITH MYTHOLOGICAL

FILM MAHAKALI

Sid Anand’s
tweet sets
social 
media abuzz


