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Hoax bomb threats
trigger security
alerts across Guijarat
courts & offices

Ahmedabad, Jan 6: A spate of
bomb threats targeting courts
and government buildings across
Gujarat in recent days has put
security agencies on high alert,
leading to temporary suspension
of court proceedings and exten-
sive searches. Authorities have
so far found no explosives in any
of the locations, describing the
threats as hoaxes, though investi-
gations remain underway. In
Ahmedabad, an email threaten-
ing a homb blast was received by
the registry of the City Civil and
Sessions Court, prompting offi-
cials to immediately halt court
proceedings. Bomb Disposal and
Dog Squad teams were rushed to
the premises and carried out a
thorough sweep before declaring
the complex safe. Around the
same time, a similar threat was
reported at the Gandhinagar
Collector’s Office, where police
conducted a complete security
check and found nothing suspi-
cious. Courts in Rajkot and Surat
also received threats, triggering
precautionary evacuations and
heightened security.

Gangrape accused
shot dead in
police encounter

Lakhimpur Kheri (TSIT): A
wanted gangster accused in
the gangrape of two minor
girls was killed in a police
encounter during a joint opera-
tion by Lakhimpur Kheri and
Sultanpur police early Monday
morning. The deceased has
been identified as Talib alias
Azam Khan, a resident of
Lakhimpur Kheri, who was car-
rying a reward of Rs 1 lac.
Police said Azam had 17 crimi-
nal cases registered against
him at various police stations
in the district. According to
police, Azam, along with his
associates Salman and
Mukhtar, was involved in the
gangrape of two minor girls on
December 15. The incident
occurred around 6.30 am when
the victims were cycling to
attend tuition classes. The
accused allegedly intercepted
them, dragged them into a
sugarcane field and raped
them before fleeing. Following
a complaint by the victims’
families, an FIR was regis-
tered. Based on descriptions
provided by the girls and intel-
ligence inputs, police identi-
fied the three accused. On
December 20, police arrested
Salman and Mukhtar after an
exchange of fire.
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Adityanath attacks Cong,
INDI alliance over
‘misinformation’ on law
replacing MGNREGA

Telangana industrial
land policy to boost

development:

State

Hyderabad (TSIT):
Minister for Irrigation and
Civil Supplies N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy on Tuesday
said that the Industrial Land
Transfer Policy introduced

by the Telangana
Government would serve as
a strong foundation for sus-
tainable development of both
Telangana and Hyderabad.

Speaking in the State
Legislative Assembly during
the discussion on the newly
introduced policy, the
Minister stated that the ini-
tiative would help transform
Hyderabad into a pollution-
free global metropolitan city
while ensuring balanced
industrial growth and envi-
ronmental protection.

He strongly rejected the
criticism being made by
opposition parties on the
policy, terming it “baseless
and meaningless.” He
demanded that BRS and BJP
clearly state their stand on

Uttam

the Industrial Land Transfer
Policy and clarify whether
they support the relocation
of highly polluting indus-
tries beyond the Outer Ring
Road.

The Minister categorically
clarified that the policy does
not apply to leased lands and
is strictly limited to lands
with full ownership rights.
He also expressed strong dis-
pleasure over opposition
claims that lands worth 5
lakh crore, spread across
9,000 acres, were being
diverted, stating that such
allegations were made only
for the sake of criticism.
Uttam Kumar Reddy said the
government’s sole objective
is to make Hyderabad a more
livable city. He noted that
decades of unplanned indus-
trial growth had made sev-
eral residential areas unin-
habitable, and the policy was
aimed at correcting this long-
standing problem.

WORLD | NEWS

Lelensky replaces

Ukraine's powerful
security service chief

Air pollution: SC pulls up pollution
watchdog for ‘failing in its duty’

New Delhi (TSIT) Pulling
up the pollution watchdog
for seeking a two-month
adjournment on tempo-
rary closure/relocation of
toll plazas at Delhi borders
to ease traffic congestion,
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed it to con-
vene a meeting of experts
in two weeks and submit a
report on major causes
behind worsening air pol-
Iution in Delhi-NCR.
“Have you been able to
identify the causes of pol-
lution? During all these
days, a lot of material is
coming into the public
domain, experts are writ-

ing articles, people are
having opinions (and)
they keep on sending to us
by mail. Heavy vehicles
are contributing a large
part, so the first question
is: how do we address
that... By holding a meet-
ing on January 2 and tell-
ing us that we will come
after two months... that’s
not acceptable to us. The
CAQM is failing in its

duty,” a Bench led by CJI
Surya Kant told the
Commission of Air Quality
Management (CAQM).

The Bench - which also
included Justice Joymalya
Bagchi - made these com-
ments after Additional
Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, repre-
senting the CAQM,
referred to minutes of the
meetings with stakehold-
ers and sought two months
on the issue of temporary
closure/relocation of toll
plazas at Delhi borders to
ease traffic congestion
leading to air pollution
control.
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'Ajit Agarkar Should Be
Given 10/10"; Harbhajan
Singh's Stunning 'T20
World Cup' Take

Telangana records
8,861 fire accidents
in 2025: Ponnam

Hyderabad (TSIT):
Telangana Transport Minister

Ponnam  Prabhakar on
Tuesday, January 6, told the
Assembly that the state record-
ed 8,861 fire incidents in 2025,
wherein a total of 163 people
died. Additionally, property
worth Rs 879 crore was also
damaged.During a discussion

on the Fire Services
Department in the Winter
Session of the Legislative
Assembly, the minister high-
lighted the two biggest trage-
dies of the year - the Sigachi
Industry blast near
Sangareddy and the
Charminar fire in Hyderabad,
where 17 people died in the
same house. Prabhakar said
that the Congress government
is taking comprehensive mea-
sures to strengthen fire safety
infrastructure and that pres-
ently, there are 138 fire station
centres in the state, with nine
outposts in each district.

Stray dogs matter: So many applications don't

NEW DELHI (TSIT): The
Supreme Court on
Tuesday took note of the
number of interlocutory
applications being filed
before it in the stray dogs
case and said that so
many applications nor-
mally don't come even in
cases of humans.

A Dbench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta made the observa-
tions when two lawyers

Venezuela crisis poses no immediate
risk to India’s oil bill: Report

New Delhi (TSIT): The ongo-
ing geopolitical tension
between the United States
and Venezuela does not
pose any immediate risk
to India and that the coun-
try’s oil import bill is
unlikely to rise under
present conditions, a
report said on Tuesday.
The report from Bank of
Baroda said the import
bill willremain unchanged
s "global crude supplies
are likely in a glut mode",
and Venezuela’s share of
global production is mar-
ginal at about 1 per cent.
The bank maintained
that Venezuela’s proven
reserves are large, at
roughly 19.4 per cent of
the world total. Market
conjecture that the
reserves could be tapped
by US to increase supplies
has already softened crude

prices in today's trading.
“Given the current glob-
al supply scenario and

surplus conditions, the
report does not foresee
any upside risk to India’s
oil import bill in the near
term,” it said.Bilateral
trade between India and
Venezuela stood at $1.9 bil-
lion, with exports of $217
million and imports of $1.6
billion, and that petro-
leum, oil and lubricants
account for the bulk of
imports.“For  imports,
Petroleum, Oil, and
Lubricants (POL) occupy
the major share especially

crude petroleum. The unit
value of India’s import of
POL is also lower for
Venezuela compared to
major countries from
which India imports oil,”
said Dipanwita
Mazumdar, Economist,
Bank of Baroda.

India’s exports to
Venezuela have declined
at a 5-year CAGR of -8.8%,
compared to 6.9% growth
in India’s overall global
exports, reflecting
reduced trade momentum
The US leads Venezuela’s
crude exports, followed by
China and India, reinforc-
ing the importance of oil
diplomacy in ongoing
negotiations Venezuela
offers one of the lowest
unit values for crude oil
imports among India’s
major suppliers, helping
contain import costs.

mentioned the stray dogs
matter before it. One of
the lawyers said they have

filed an interlocutory
application in the case.
“So many applications

even come 1n cascs of humans says SC

normally don't even come
in cases of humans,”
Justice Mehta observed.
The bench said the stray
dogs matter is slated to come
up for hearing before the apex
court on Wednesday. When
another lawyer mentioned a
transfer petition in the mat-
ter, the top court said many
pleas would be taken up for
hearing on Wednesday, and
the bench will hear all the
lawyers.A three-judge special

bench comprising Justices
Nath, Mehta and N V Anjaria
is slated to hear the matter on
Wednesday. Taking note of
the “alarming rise” in dog
bite incidents within institu-
tional areas such as educa-
tional institutions, hospitals
and railway stations, the apex
court on November 7 last year
directed forthwith relocation
of stray canines to designated
shelters after due sterilisation
and vaccination.

Andhra Pradesh CM calls for
developing 1sland tourism

Amaravati, (TSIT) : Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
on Tuesday called for
developing island tour-
ism in the state on the
lines of the Maldives.
The Chief Minister
directed the officials to
promote tourism in a big
way and prepare a mas-
ter plan for beach tour-
ism. Addressing the
Pradesh State Investment
Board meeting, the Chief
Minister said that the
Suryalanka beach should
be developed over a
stretch of 15 kilometres.
He told officials that
the Suryalanka beach-
front should be a pollu-
tion-free area. Along with
Suryalanka, the small
islands near Sullurpeta

Siddaramaiah confident on completing term, equals Devaraj Urs record as longest serving CM

MYSURU (TSIT):
Siddaramaiah, who on
Tuesday equalled Devaraj
Urs' record as the longest-
serving chief minister of
Karnataka, while
expressing confidence
about him completing the
full five-year term, main-
tained that the Congress
high command will have
to decide on it.

He also said that he
will discuss with the high
command regarding the
much-awaited cabinet
rejig when they call him
for discussion.

In his second term as

chief minister,
Siddaramaiah on
Tuesday, January 6,

equalled Devaraj Urs'
record as the longest

serving Chief Minister of
Karnataka for 2,792 days,
and will surpass it on
January 7.

This unique record has
come even as the power
tussle within the ruling

party has intensified
amid speculations about
a change in chief minis-
ter in the state, after the

Congress government
reached the halfway
mark of its five-year term
on November 20. The
speculation was fueled by
the "power-sharing" pact
between Siddaramaiah
and Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar in 2023.

"I have not done poli-
tics to break any record;

It's only a coincidence. I
did not know how many
years and days Devaraj
Urs served as CM. Today
because of the blessings
of the people, I have got
an opportunity to equal
Devaraj Urs's record.
Tomorrow it will be bro-
ken," Siddaramaiah told
reporters here.Asked if
he will create another
record by completing the
full five-year term, he
said, it has to be decided
by the Congress high
command. "I don't know
when the high command
will decide."

To a question whether
he has confidence about
completing the full term
and that the high com-
mand will decide in his

favour, he said, "I have
confidence. If I had no
confidence, how would I
have been the Chief
Minister?... It all depends
upon the high command's
decision."

Regarding his meeting
with AICC General
Secretary K C Venugopal
on Monday in Mysuru,
Siddaramaiah said the
Congress leader was on
his way to Bengaluru
from Wayanad via
Mysuru, before heading
for Delhi. "As he was in
Mysuru and I too was
here, we met." Ruling out
any discussion on cabi-
net reshuffle during the
meeting, in response to a
question as to when it
can be expected, he said.

can also be developed
under beach tourism.
"We should develop
island tourism on the
lines of the Maldives. If
we can build 25,000

rooms, we can attract
tourists," he said.

Naidu wanted officials
to focus on developing
the Papikondalu-
Polavaram region for
tourism. Konaseema,
Pulicat, and

Visakhapatnam clusters
will become excellent
tourism clusters. There
is also potential for tour-
ism from Anantapur to
Gandikota. He said plans
should be prepared to
ensure that the Tourism
Corporation generates an
income of Rs 1,000 crore
in the next 15 years.

The Andhra Pradesh
State Investment Board
meeting on Tuesday

approved 14 projects
involving investments to
the tune of Rs 19,391
crore. The meeting
cleared the projects in
the industries, tourism,
food processing, and
energy sectors, which are
likely to create employ-
ment opportunities for
11,753 youth.

With this, the SIPB has
so far approved invest-
ments worth Rs. 8,74,705
crore, which is expected
to create employment
opportunities for 8,35,675
people. The Chief
Minister praised the
teamwork of officials in
attracting huge invest-
ments during 2025 and
advised them to work
with the same team spirit
during 2026 also.

UP SIR dratt voter list out; 12.55 crore
voters retained, 2.89 crore removed

LUCKNOW (TSIT): The draft
electoral roll for Uttar
Pradesh was published on
Tuesday after the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
excluded 2.89 crore voters
but retained 12.55 crore,
said Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Navdeep
Rinwa.

The 2.89 crore voters, or
18.7 per cent, of the 15.44
crore listed earlier could
not be included in the
draft list due to deaths,
permanent migration or
multiple registrations, he
said at a press conference.
The final electoral list will
be published on March 6,

Rinwa added.The opposi-
tion parties in UP have
criticised the draft elec-
toral roll after the SIR
exercise.

Talking to PTI Videos,
UP Congress president
Ajay Rai said the time
allotted for the SIR exer-

cise was short."This is a
completely hasty deci-
sion. The way the SIR pro-
cess was started by giving
only one month in a large
state like Uttar Pradesh is
unreasonable.

"They gave one month
even to a small state like
Kerala. Uttar Pradesh
should have been given
at least five to six months,
as was done earlier in
2002-03... Had it been
done that way, the booth
level officers (BLOs)
would not have been
under such pressure and
suicides could have been
avoided."
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Material suggests involvement of Khalid, Imam in planning,
mobilisation: SC in Delhi riots conspiracy case

NEW  DELHI: The
Supreme Court on
Monday said prosecution
material suggests that
activists Umar Khalid
and Sharjeel Imam were
involved in "planning,
mobilisation and strate-
gic direction" of the 2020
Delhi riots, as it denied
them bail in the conspira-
cy case.

The apex court cited
Section 43D (5) of the
UAPA, which requires
the court to deny bail if,
on perusal of a case diary
or chargesheet, it finds
that there are reasonable
grounds for believing

Army suspends
Colonel over irregu-
larities, disciplinary
action underway

New Delhi, Jan 6: The
Indian Army last month
suspended an infantry com-
manding officer attached to
the Rajputana Rifles
Regimental Centre in New
Delhi over alleged irregu-
larities, with disciplinary
proceedings initiated
against him under various
provisions of the Army Act.
Colonel Ashish Singh
Mehta, who was serving as
the commanding officer of
the 16th Battalion of the Jat
Regiment under the 16
Reorganised Army Plains
Infantry Division (RAPIDs)
at Sri Ganganagar in
Rajasthan, is facing 12
charges. Of these, ten charg-
es have been framed under
Section 63 of the Army Act,
which deals with acts preju-
dicial to good order and
military discipline.

that
against such a person is
prima facie true.

"This court is satisfied
that the
material taken at face
value as required at this
stage discloses a prima
facie attribution of essen-
tial and formative role by
the
appeals... of Umar Khalid
and Sharjeel Imam in the
alleged conspiracy," a
bench  of
Aravind Kumar and NV
Anjaria said.

The material suggests
"involvement at the level
of planning, mobilisation

the accusation

prosecution

under Chapters IV and
VI of this Act shall, if in
custody, be released on
bail or on his own bond
Public

been
given an opportunity of
being heard on the appli-

unless the
Prosecutor has

appearance in

Justices

and strategic direction,
extending beyond episod-
ic or localised acts", the
bench said, adding "this
statutory
under 43D (5)of UAPA
therefore stands attract-
ed qua these appellants”.

According
Unlawful

threshold

(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
provision,
"Notwithstanding any-
thing contained in the
Code, no person accused
of an offence punishable

that the

cation for such release.
"Provided that such

diary or the report made
under Section 173 of the
Code, is of the opinion
that there are reasonable
grounds for believing
accusation

against such person is
prima facie true."

The top court said that
when prosecution mate-
rial prima facie discloses
offence, statutory restric-
tion must prevail, and if
not, liberty must prevail.

The apex court, how-
ever, granted bail to

accused person shall not activists Gulfisha

= be released on bail or on  Fatima, Meeran Haider,

to the hisownbondiftheCourt, Shifa Ur Rehman,
Activities on a perusal of the case = Mohd. Saleem Khan

and Shadab Ahmad,
saying it does not reflect
a dilution of the seri-
ousness of allegations
or findings of guilt
against them.

Adityanath attacks Cong, INDI alliance over
‘misinformation’ on law replacing MGNREGA

Launching a sharp attack on
the Congress and the INDIA
bloc over its opposition to the
VB GRAM G law, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
said those who “plundered” the
country’s resources for decades
and pushed the poor into hun-
ger were now questioning a
transparent reform aimed at
strengthening rural India.
Addressing what he described
as an important press confer-
ence of the NDA government
here, Adityanath said the brief-
ing was convened to explain the
newly enacted Viksit Bharat
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G), 2025, which has
replaced the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).“The VB-G RAM
G Act will prove to be a mile-
stone for India’s workers, farm-
ers and rural development, and

the Uttar Pradesh government
fully supports it and is commit-
ted to its effective implementa-
tion,” he said.The event was
attended by Deputy Chief
Ministers Brajesh Pathak and
Keshav Prasad Maurya, and
ministers from NDA allies,
including the Nishad Party,

SBSP and Apna Dal (S).
Slamming the Congress and
“INDI alliance”, Adityanath
said, “those who plundered the
country’s resources for decades
and pushed the poor and youth
into hunger and migration are
now questioning a transparent
reform aimed at strengthening

KLH Global Business School Students Achieve
National Sporting Distinction

Hyderabad, 06 January
2026: KLH Global
Business School has
achieved a series of sig-
nificant sporting mile-
stones, reflecting its sus-
tained commitment to
competitive university
sport and its emphasis on
discipline, preparation,
and performance, along-
side academic pursuits.

Among the notable
accomplishments,
Dhanush Srikanth, a
first-year BBA student,
has been nominated for
the prestigious Arjuna
Award for Air Rifle
Shooting, in recognition
of his consistent perfor-
mances, commitment to
training, and disciplined
approach to sport. Adding to
this achievement, M. Venkat
Rami Reddy, another BBA stu-
dent, secured the Gold Medal
in the 800-metre event for run-
ning at the Khelo India
University Games 2025, held in
Rajasthan. Further strengthen-
ing the institution’s sporting
record, Mogli Venkata Ram
Reddy earned a bronze medal
in the 800-metre event at the
4th  South Asian Senior
Athletics Championships 2025,
bringing international recog-

[

nition to the university’s stu-
dent-athlete community.

This momentum continued
in tennis, where KLH GBS stu-
dents delivered a commend-
able performance at the South
Zone Inter-University Tennis
Tournament 2025, a competi-
tion that drew participation
from leading universities
across South India and was
conducted through a demand-
ing knockout format. This
team comprised KLH GBS stu-
dents, along with students
from the KL Vijayawada and

KLH Aziznagar campuses.

In the women’s category,
Muruga Sera Anjum, a third-
year BBA student from KLH
GBS, played a decisive role,
while the men’s competition
witnessed impactful perfor-
mances from Nashik Reddy, a
third-year BBA student, and
Dheeraj Reddy, a second-year
BBA student. Their collective
efforts resulted in one Winner
position and two Runners-Up
finishes. In recognition of
these performances, all three
students have been selected for

the All-India Inter-
University Team and the
Khelo India University
Games 2026, marking
their progression to the
national competitive
stage.

Commenting on the
achievement, Er. Koneru
Lakshman Havish, Vice
President, KL. Deemed to
be University, stated,
“Inter-university competi-
tion demands sustained
preparation, discipline,
and mental resilience. The
achievements recorded by
our students—ranging
from national nomina-
tions to podium finishes
and team selections—
reflect their commitment
to excellence and their ability
to balance academic responsi-
bility with competitive sport.”

KLH Global Business School
views these outcomes as a
reflection of sustained sporting
engagement and structured
preparation. Beyond medals
and selections, the achieve-
ments signify the fulfilment
derived from disciplined effort
and competitive integrity, as
students progress to higher
levels of representation while
upholding the values associat-
ed with university sport.

rural India.”“This law (VB
GRAM G) has been brought to
take forward Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
Viksit Bharat. It will guarantee
employment, ensure liveli-
hoods and create permanent
infrastructure in rural areas,”
Adityanath said, calling the leg-
islation a milestone for village-
centric development.

The chief minister said the
press conference was necessary
as those opposing the law feared
that support for such transpar-
ent reforms would expose their
past failures. “If the public starts
asking why these steps were not
taken when they were in power,
their reality will be laid bare,”
he said.Adityanath alleged that
MGNREGA had failed to create
durable assets and was plagued
by fake job cards, bogus atten-
dance, delayed wage payments,
weak social audits and wide-
spread corruption.
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Falcon Group chief held in
major digital investment
fraud, CID tightens probe

Hyderabad, Jan 6: Telangana Police have arrested Amar Deep,
managing director of the Falcon Group, in connection with a large-
scale digital investment fraud, marking a major breakthrough in the
ongoing investigation. Officials from the Crime Investigation
Department (CID) apprehended Amar Deep in Mumbai on Monday
shortly after his arrival from the Gulf. Acting on precise intelligence
inputs from immigration authorities, the CID team intercepted him
immediately and placed him under arrest. Police said a lookout cir-
cular had already been issued against Amar Deep after he allegedly
fled to Dubai when the scam first surfaced. Following his detention,
arrangements were made to bring him to Hyderabad, where he will
be produced before a court.Investigators allege that the accused
orchestrated an elaborate app-based investment scheme through
which nearly Rs 850 crore was siphoned off from investors. The
fraud involved digital deposit plans that promised unusually high
returns over short durations. The case has already seen multiple
high-profile arrests. In July last year, Falcon Group’s Chief Operating
Officer, Aaryan Singh (also known as Aaryan Singh Chhabra), was
arrested in Bathinda, Punjab. Earlier, in May, the group’s Chief
Executive Officer, Yogendra Singh, was taken into custody. With
Amar Deep’s arrest, the total number of accused held in the case has
risen to ten. According to the CID, the scam involved unauthorised
deposit collection, cheating, criminal breach of trust, and conspira-
cy. Officials said the accused developed the Falcon Invoice
Discounting Application and created fictitious business deals in the
name of well-known multinational companies. Investors were lured
with promises of high interest rates and short-term investment
plans.The investigation revealed that around Rs 4,215 crore was col-
lected from 7,056 depositors, of whom approximately 4,065 were alleg-
edly cheated. Police said Capital Protection Force Pvt Ltd played a
key role in developing and promoting the application. Authorities
further stated that the app was aggressively advertised through
social media platforms such as Google, YouTube, and Instagram, as

well as via tele-calling operations.

GITAM School of Architecture Open House

Inspires DAV Public

b

Hyderabad: GITAM School of

Architecture (GSA),
Hyderabad, organised an
engaging Open House

Programme for students of
DAV Public School, IIT
Hyderabad Campus, offering
an insightful introduction to
the field of architecture and
design. As part of the school’s
academic exposure initiative,
58 students from Classes 10, 11
and 12, accompanied by three
faculty members, participated
in the visit.

The programme featured
interactive sessions, exhibi-
tion walkthroughs and curated
displays of student projects,
giving participants a firsthand
glimpse into the academic
environment and creative cul-
ture at GSA. Faculty members
and student ambassadors
introduced students to Kkey
aspects of architectural educa-

School Students

Thpe f

tion, including studio-based
learning, design thinking and
interdisciplinary approaches.

A major highlight of the visit
was a Mandala Workshop con-
ducted by Assistant Professor
Ar. Shruti Gawli. Conducted in
a collaborative studio setting
with rhythmic music, the
workshop encouraged students
to explore pattern-making,
composition and visual expres-
sion, while also promoting
mindfulness and creative
engagement.
Assistant  Professors Ar.
Snigdha Roy and Ar. Shruti
Gawli, along with student
ambassadors Mounya,
Vedhamsh Faith and Aritra,
interacted with the visiting
students, addressing questions
on career opportunities in
architecture, campus life and
the role of creativity in prob-
lem-solving.

ICAR Scientists Decode World's First Chromosome-Scale Genome of Little Millet

Hyderabad: In a major
breakthrough for millet
research, scientists at the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) have successfully
decoded the world’s first
chromosome-scale genome
of little millet, significant-
ly strengthening India’s
scientific leadership in
millet research. The
achievement was accom-
plished by the Global
Centre of Excellence on
Millets (Shree Anna) at the
ICAR-Indian Institute of
Millets Research (IIMR),

Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with the University
of Saskatchewan, the
National Research
Council of Canada, and
the University of
Agricultural Sciences,
Bengaluru.

Little millet, a climate-
resilient crop traditional-
ly grown in dry and mar-
ginal regions, is known
for its low water require-
ment, drought tolerance,
pest resistance, and high
nutritional value, espe-
cially iron and dietary
fibre. Until now, limited

Little millet: A crop known for its climate resilience and nutritional value
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genetic information had

constrained efforts to
improve the crop.
The newly developed

genome map reveals 18
chromosomes and more
than 59,000 genes govern-
ing climate resilience,
nutrition, yield, and grain
quality. Researchers also
analysed 300 little millet
varieties from across
India, identifying nearly
2.51akh SNP genetic mark-
ers that explain variations
in yield and nutrient con-
tent. The findings have
been published in the

international journal
Nature Communications.
This milestone paves the
way for precision breed-
ing, genomic selection, and
gene editing, enabling the
development of improved
varieties for farmers and
the health-food sector. As
climate challenges and
nutritional deficiencies
persist, the breakthrough
provides strong scientific
support to India’s millet
mission, reinforcing the
role of little millet in sus-
tainable food and nutrition
security.

Sonia Gandhi stable
after hospitalisation
for mild asthma
exacerbation

o ]

New Delhi, Jan 6:
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi is “absolutely sta-
ble” and responding well
to treatment after being
admitted to Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital on Monday
night, the hospital con-
firmed on Tuesday.

According to a medical
update, Sonia Gandhi was
admitted around 10 p.m.
following respiratory dis-
comfort. Doctors noted a
mild exacerbation of her
bronchial asthma, attrib-
uted to cold weather and
high air pollution in the
national capital.

“Her condition is abso-
lutely stable. She is
responding well to treat-
ment and is being man-
aged with antibiotics and
other supportive medica-
tions,” said Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital Chairman
Dr Ajay Swaroop. The hos-
pital added that her health
parameters are being
closely monitored and a
decision on her discharge
will be taken based on her
clinical progress, likely
within the next day or two.

The update comes as reas-
surance to Congress leaders
and supporters following
reports of her hospitalisation.
Sonia Gandhi, who turned 79
last December, recently
attended the 140th Foundation
Day of the Congress party on
December 28 and the Congress
Working Committee meeting
on D ecember 27.During these
events, she actively partici-
pated in party activities,
including the flag-hoisting
ceremony at Indira Bhavan
and discussions on key legis-
lative issues.
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Tamil Nadu

Ride on Al, rise to greater
heights, CM Stalin tells youth

CHENNAI: Urging
students and youth to
embrace Artificial
Intelligence (AI) posi-
tively, Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Monday
said the rapidly grow-
ing technology would
help them reach greater
heights in life.

Launching the laptop
distribution scheme for
students under the title
'Ulagam Ungal Kaiyil' at
a function here, he said
Tamil Nadu's growth is
closely linked to the
confidence and capabil-
ities of its youth. "The
laptop scheme is nei-
ther an expenditure nor
a free gift. It is a tool

Backing the use of Al,

placed in your hands to
rule the world through
knowledge. We have
created every opportu-
nity for students to
excel in their studies,"
the Chief Minister said.

he clarified that tech-
nology cannot replace
the human brain but

can significantly
enhance efficiency and
workflow. Those who
fear AI and restrain

NOTICE TO APPEAR/ATTEND PROCEEDINGS OF DLM&SFC-LDH

Through this Publication This is for Constructive Notice for respondent Road Riders Cycles,
Plot-l, bandam Nagar, Kundrathur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu-600069 to appear in person or
through Authorized representative before the District level Micro & Small facilitation Council
Ludhiana, District Industries Centre, Ludhiana on dated 16-03-2026 Cregarding claim reference
petition submitted by UNICROSS GLOBAL PRIVATE LIMITED, Flat No. D-130, PHASE-V,
FOCAL POINT, LUDHIANA Ufs 18(1) of MSME Act 2006 bearing Reference MNo.
MSEFC/DIC/12/24/3323. If respondent still fails or omits to appear as above then arbitration
proceedings shall be conducted as per section 23 & 25 of Arbitration & Conciliation Act and award
shall also be passed on the basis of evidence before it.
Member Secretary cum General Manager, District Industries Centre, Industrial Estate,
Ph. No. 0161-2540695, E-mail:dicludhiana5@gmail.com, Ludhiana.msefc@gmail.com

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
NOTIFICATION
Notification No. 1/2026, Dated 02.01.2026

A wailk in interview will be held for engagement of General Duty Medical
Officer (GDMOY) Contract Medical Practitioners (CMPs) for Railway Hospital of
Raipur & BMY of Raipur Division on 01 year contract basis.

Ludhi

The details gsre asunder-:
Venue | Date & Post Health No. Fixed
Time Unit/ of |Remuneration
Hospital | Post| Per Month
Divisional| 04.02.2026 |GDMO
Railway | (Wednesday) DRH/R 1
Hospital, 10.30 hrs. 0 95,000/~
Raipur
SDRH/BMY 02

For further details, please log on to this Railway's web site at
www.secr.indianrailways.gov.in—+Recruitment/News/Press
Release— Recruitment "Raipur Division.

Divisional Railway Manager (P)

PR/R/SR.DPO/AN/283 S.E.C. Railway, Raipur

Ltd. (Clix)
IN Delhi, 110008
CES PVT. LTD. (Clix), a Non- Banking

Whereas the Authorized er of CLIX CAPITAL S|

Financial Company duly incorporated and registered under the Companies Act, 1956, having its

Registered Office at: 14, 1st Floor, West Patel Nagar, Delhi, 110008, under the provisions of
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 (54 OF 2002) (hereinafter referred to as "Act”) and in exercise of the powers conferred
under Section 13(2) of the Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002
issued a Demand Notice to the following borrowers and co-borrowers to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The
borrower/Guarantor havimi;Lfailed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
the public in general that The undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read
with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on as under mentioned Date.
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
propetg and any deali 'Frfewnh the properwauI be subject to the charge of “CLIX™ and interest
other charges thereon. attention of the Borrower is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured asset.
ame & Address Of B /Co-B : 1. J RAHAMATHULLAH S/0 JAINULABTHEEN, 2.
R. H JAINULABTHEEN S/0 HYTHARKAN, BOTH R/O NO.7A G3 A BLOCK ECSTASY APTS
ROUMD FLOOR F SOUTH MADA STREET, OPP VIJAYAKANTH MARRIAGE HALL
OYAMBEDU CHENMAI-600107, ALSO AT: T/G 13 ANNA FRUIT MARKET KOYAMEDU
HENNMAI TAMIL NANDU-600092, ALSO AT: APARTMENT BEARING NO.GG, IN GROUND
FLOOR, HAVING ITS CARPET AREA OF 1536 SQ.FT., ALONG WITH 1500 SQ.FT., OF
ONSTRUCTED AREA IN MEZZANINE FLOOR, ALONG WITH COMMON AREA IN THE
UILDING KNOWN AS “"RAMANIYAM AARUDRA®, SITUATED AT OLD DOOR NO.4, NEW DOOR||
NO.15, HABIBULLAH ROAD, T.MAGAR, CHENNAI-600 017

emand Notice Dated : 10.09.2025, Date of Possession : 05.01.2026
mount of Demand Notice : Rs. 3,80,23,380.16/- as on 10.09.2025

etails Of Property : All That Piece And Parcel Of Land And Bu“dimﬂ.h ComFrised In Old(}
.Mo.41, New T.S.Nos.6997 & 8422, Block No.109 Of (Zamin Village, Mambalam And Part
f Paimash Nos.560, 567/8 And 584/92) Meeasuring With An Extent Of 804.19 Sq.Ft., Uds
ut Of 8 Grounds 2109 Sg. Ft., Or 21309 Sq.Ft., (As Per Document 9 Grounds, ether
ith P&arlrnenl Bearing No.Gg, In Ground Floor, Having Its Carpet Area Of 1 36‘)‘§%rt,,
long With 1500 Sq.Ft., Of Constructed Area In Mezzanine Floor, Along With Common Area
n The Building Known As "Ramaniyam Aarudra®, Situated At Old Door MNo.4, New Door
0.15, Habibullah Road, T.Nagar, Chennai-600 017, T.Naﬁar Village, Mambalam Taluk,
hennai District And Bounded On The North By: Habibullah Road, South By: Giri Road, East

: Land Belongs To Mr.Abdur Rahim & Mrs. Sarasvathi Gir, West By: Land Belongs To Mr.
Kishna Prasad & Mr.Sastri, Situated Within The Sub-Registration District Of T.Nagar And In
he Registration District Of South Chennai.

| Place : Chennai, Date : 05.01.2026

Authorised Officer, Clix Capital Services Pvt. Ltd.

PROTIUM FINANCE LIMITED
(Formerly known as Growth Source Financial Technologies Ltd.)

Reaistered & Corporate Office Address: 7th Floor, Block B2, Phase - | Nirlon Knowled?e_
1 E),

Park, Pahadi Village, Off. Western Express Highway, Cama Industrial Estate, Goregaon

Mumbai- 400063, Maharashtra.
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enf of ity | Act, 2002 read
with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/Co-Borrower/
Mortgagor (s) that the below described immovable properties mortgaged to the Secured
Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of
Protium Finance Ltd. the same shall be referred herein after as Protium Finance Ltd. The
Secured Assets will be sold on "As is where is”, "As is what is", and "Whatever there is”
basis through E-Auction. It is hereby informed to General Pu blic that we are going to conduct

public E-Auction through website hitp:/b in,
1. Account Number | 1. GS087EEL2323706
2. Name of 2.(A) Grace Building Construction Through Its Proprietor Starlin
Borrower, Dominik Raj Thangadurai, (B) Starlin aj S/o Th durai
Co-Borrower/ ng} Grace P W/o Starlin Dominik All having address at Door No.6/108
harmapuri Mudalur Thoothukkudi Madurai Tamil Nadu 628702

| Mortgagors
3. Date of Demand Notice | 14th February, 2025

INR 37,90,179.91/- (Rupees Thirty-Seven Lakh Ninety Thousand One
Hundred Seventy-Nine and Ninety-One Paise) as on 10th February

U/s 13(2) 2025 with further interest 18% from 10th February 2025 until payment
in full amount along with other charges as demanded in our notice,
within the statutory period of 60 days from the date of this notice.

5. Date of Symbol | 15th May, 2025
6. Amount as on Rs. 43,94,280.81 f—éﬂupees Forty-Three Lakh Ninety-Four Thousand Two
date Hundred Eighty And Eighty-One Paise) as on date 05thJanuary 2026

7.D iptions Of The | ble P rty/Properties:- PLOT -1 - Palayamkottai Registration
District, Sathankulam Sub Registrar Office, House Bearing Door No 96 Constructed In The
Vacant Site To The Extrent Of 4306.6 Sq. Ft = 400 Sq. Meter - Eastern Side 10 Cents Out Of
45 Cents In Ayyan Punja 5. No. 318/9 As Per Sub Division Computer Patta No. 3142 Ayyan
Punja S. No. 318/9B In 2nd Ward, 15t Street, Mudaloor Village, Sathankulam Taluk, Thoothukudi
With All Appurtenant Electric Connection No 07-367-017-553 And Electric Fittings And Water
Connection No. W.S.C 110, And Latrin, Bounded Er, West : House Belongs To Samraj, South :
House Elelon%;.‘ To J Antony Ammal, East : Side Belongs To Starlin Dominik Raj And Rajkumar,
North : East West Street,The Above Said Property Is In Ayyan Punja 5.No. 318/9 As Per Sub
Division Computer Patta No. 3142, Ayyan Punja 5.No.318/9B In 1st Street, Mudaloor Village,
Santhakul aluk, Thoothukudi District.

8. Reserve Price |Rs. 33,07,500/- (Rupees Thirty-Three Lakh Seven Thousand Five
Th d ony)

9. Earnest Money Deposit | Rs. 3,30,750/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Thirty Thousand Seven
| Hundred Fifty omﬁ“ "

10. Bid (InRs.) |(Bid | Value: Rs. 5,000/-)

11. E-Auction Date and Time 27-Jan-26 at 11:00 am to 2:00 PM (with unlimited
ion of 5 min each)

12. EMD Submission Last Date 26- Jan-26 up to 5:00 PM.
13. ion Date

;! 20- Jan-26 BETWEEN 11:00 AM TO 5 :00 PM

1. All Interested participants / bidders are requested to visit the website
] -in_& - :0.in/ For details, help, procedure and
online training on e-auction, prospective bidders may Contact Mr. Nitesh D Pawar
Contact number: 8142000725/ 8142000066. email id: nitesh@bankauctions.in /
info@bankauctions.in » o
2. For further details on terms and conditions please visit https:/bankauctions.in &
https://protium.co.in/ to take part in e-auction. ) o
Important Information: This auction is published basis possession vide Sec 13(4) of
SARFAESI Act. Physical Possession will be offered post receiving Section 14 Orders as
Eer process laid down under SARFAESI Act and as and whenfhysical possession will
e taken. Bidder shall do necessary due diligence in respect of documents and legality
before participating in the auction proceedings.
THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6)/ Rule 9 (1) OF
SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002
Date: 07.01.2026
Place: MADURAI, TAMIL NADU

Sd/-, For Protium Finance Limited
Authorised Officer

themselves from mak-
ing use of its advantag-
es were treading a path
of foolishness, he said.
"With the support of Al,
we are reaching new
heights," he added.
Addressing students,

particularly college-
goers, the Chief
Minister said the

Dravidian model gov-
ernment has always

CBI summons TVK president and actor
Vijay m Karur stampede case

NEW DELHI: The
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
summoned popular actor
and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) chief
Vijay to appear before its
investigation team in Delhi
on January 12, in connec-
tion with the deadly Karur
stampede that claimed 41
lives last year.

The tragic incident
occurred during a road-
show on 27 September 2025,
organised as part of Vijay's
political outreach in Karur
district. A massive crowd

accorded priority to sci-
ence and technology.
Recalling earlier initia-
tives, he said late Chief
Minister M
Karunanidhi had imple-
mented the TIDEL Park
project and introduced
a separate Information
Technology policy 25
years ago, laying the
foundation for Tamil
Nadu's growth in the
technology sector.

In a veiled reference
to future electoral suc-
cess, Stalin said the gov-
ernment would contin-
ue to uphold its values
and work hard to secure
a dignified future for
the State.

Advising Dbeneficia-
ries of the laptop
scheme, the Chief
Minister urged students
not to use the devices
merely for entertain-
ment. "Do not restrict it
to games or movies. Use
it as a launchpad for
your future. Victory is
waiting for you," he
said. Deputy Chief

had gathered for the event,
which was seen as a signif-
icant public mobilisation
for the newly floated TVK

A Lunar Orbit That’s Just Right
for Humanity’s First Space
Station Around the Moon

A unique halo orbit is
the road less traveled
around the Moon. As
NASA prepares for
humanity’s long-term
return to the lunar surface
through the Artemis mis-
sions, the agency is intro-
ducing novel concepts —
backed up by science and
decades of experience in
human spaceflight — to
blaze new trails on and
around the Moon.

An international collab-
oration, Gateway is a
human-tended, small sta-
tion that will orbit the
Moon. The lunar outpost
is specially designed to
enable deep space explora-
tion with many capabili-
ties for maintaining a sus-
tained presence in space
and conducting research
in a deep space environ-
ment. Features like a
human habitat, multiple
docking ports for a variety
of spacecraft, including
Orion, and the ability to
host experiments that will
study space weather will
all help contribute to
future exploration efforts.
Similarly, Gateway’s
unique near-rectilinear
halo orbit, or NRHO, was
specifically chosen to help
ensure the success of
future Artemis missions.
There is no shortage of
options for how a space-
craft could orbit the
Moon, but two in particu-
lar — low lunar orbit and
distant retrograde orbit —
are helpful for under-
standing why NRHO is
the right fit for Gateway.

A spacecraft in low
lunar orbit follows a cir-
cular or elliptical path
very close to the lunar
surface, completing an
orbit every two hours.
Transit between Gateway
and the lunar surface
would be quite simple in a
low lunar orbit given

their proximity, but
because of the Moon’s
gravity, more propellant
is required to maintain
the orbit. Therefore, low
lunar orbit is not very
efficient for Gateway’s
planned long-term pres-
ence at the Moon — at least
15 years. Meanwhile, a
distant retrograde orbit
provides a large, circular,
and stable (or more fuel-
efficient) orbit that circles
the Moon every two
weeks. However, what
Gateway would gain in a
stable orbit, it would lose
in easy access to the
Moon: the distant orbit
would make it harder to
get to the lunar surface.A
third option, NRHO, is
just right for Gateway,
marrying the upsides of
low lunar orbit (surface
access) with the benefits
of distant retrograde orbit
(fuel efficiency). Hanging
almost like a necklace
from the Moon, NRHO is
a one-week orbit that is
balanced between the
Earth’s and Moon’s grav-
ity. This orbit will peri-
odically bring Gateway
close enough to the lunar
surface to provide simple
access to the Moon’s
South Pole where astro-
nauts will test capabili-
ties for living on other
planetary bodies, includ-
ing Mars. NRHO can also
provide astronauts and
their spacecraft with
access to other landing
sites around the Moon in
addition to the South
Pole.
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Madras High Court's Deepathoon ruling a rebuke
to DMK government: BJP's Nainar Nagenthran

rebuke to the State government for
misusing the bogey of law and
order to suit its political conve-
nience,” he said, adding that pro-
jecting routine religious practices
as potential flashpoints was both
misleading and unacceptable. The
BJP leader said the ruling had cat-
egorically rejected the DMK’s
claims and exposed what he termed
its manufactured narrative around
public order.

Nagenthran alleged that despite
facing repeated judicial setbacks,
the DMK government continued to
pursue what he described as a per-
sistent anti-Hindu agenda, ignor-
ing court directions and reviving

CHENNALI: BJP state president
Nainar Nagenthran on Tuesday
mounted a sharp attack on the rul-
ing DMK government, hailing the
Madurai Bench of the Madras High
Court for permitting the lighting of
the deepam at the Deepathoon in

Tirupparankundram hill
accusing the State of repeatedly

acting against
practices.
In a

ahead of the upcoming

elections. Chaos

leading to a fatal stampede

that also left dozens as the leader of the party  (AITUC) general secretary R
injured, drawing national that organised the rally, @ Arumugam on Sunday urged
outrage and immediate marks a critical escalation = the State government to extend

political repercussions.
The CBI, which took
over the probe from Tamil
Nadu Police, is investigat-
ing potential lapses in
crowd management, safety

statement,

Nagenthran said the High Court,
by dismissing the DMK govern-
ment’s appeal seeking to block
lighting of lamp, had once again
stood firmly on the side of justice
and constitutional values. He said
the verdict had brought immense
relief to devotees and reaffirmed
that the deepathoon rightfully
belongs to the Tirupparankundram
Subramania Swamy Temple.

“The court has delivered a clear

and
Hindu religious

Nainar

protocol violations, and CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu
ensued, roles of the event organis-  State Transport Corporation
ers. The summon to Vijay, @ Employees’ Federation

in the investigation. It
seeks his direct examina-
tion to ascertain the plan-
ning, permissions, and on-
ground execution of the
fateful event.

the

same arguments

through

appeals. “Even after being pulled
up multiple times by the judiciary,
the government shows no inclina-
tion to correct itself,” he said.

Striking a strong political note,
the BJP state president asserted
that the DMK’s arrogance of power
and continued hostility towards
Hindu beliefs would ultimately
lead to its political downfall. “A
government that repeatedly disre-
spects faith and constitutional pro-
priety will be decisively shown the
door by the people,” he said. The
verdict, he added, was not merely a
legal win but a reaffirmation of
religious rights and judicial bal-
ance in the State.

the Tamil Nadu Assured
Pension Scheme
announced for government
employees, to workers of State
transport corporations as well.
In a statement, Arumugam

(TAPS),

TN signs MoU with UN Women to create
technical support for gender equality

said transport workers had a
long history of struggle to
secure pension benefits. He
recalled that when transport
undertakings functioned as a
government  department,
workers who completed 10
years of service were covered
under the Madras Liberalised
Pension scheme. However,
after the formation of trans-
port corporations.

Ve

Bandhan
Bank

[

Regional Office: Netaji Marg, Nr. Mithakhali Six Roads,
Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-6. Phone: +91-79-26421671-75

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorized Officer issued demand notice to the borrower(s)
on the date mentioned against the account stated hereinafter calling upon them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of said notice. The
borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular the borrower(s] that the undersigned has taken the
symbolic possession of the property described herein below under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against the
account. The borrower(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to
the charge of the Bank for the amounts, interest, costs and charges thereon. The borrowers'/mortgagors' attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of
Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

~

South of Innasimuthu Aasari Vacant land, West of 2nd item property, Within
these four boundaries measuring East West 32 ft on the South, 23 ft on the
Morth, North South 35 ft on the East, 69 ft on the west totalling 1430 sq ft or
132.85 sq mts of property, the building is constructed there with EB service
connection and it deposited with all pathway and easement rights. Old Door

No.4/30B1, New Door No. 59, Service No. 83, And Item No.2 Measuring 352 Sq

ft of property with the followings, North of Muthurathinam Vacant land, East of
1st item property,South of Innasimuthu Aasari house, West of Vadamalai

Chettiyar Vacantland, within these four boundaries measuring East west 16 ft on

the South, 16 ft on the North, North South 21 ft on the East, 23 ft on the west

totalling 352 sq ft or 32.70 sq mts of property both items totalling 1782 sq ft or
165.55 sq mts of property and the building constructed there on with EB service

connection and it deposited with all pathway and easement rights. New Survey
No.519/16 - 150 Sq mts., as per new Natham nila vari thittam, and Owned by
Gopalamanikandan, Solaiyappan and same bounded as under:

Name of borrower(s), Description of the property mortgaged (Secured Asset) Date of Date of Symbolic | O/s Amount as
Guarantor & Loan Demand Possession on date

Account No. Notice Notice of Demand Notice
Mr. All that piece and parcel of the property at Tiruchirappalli District, Manapparai June January Rs.71,26,227.12
Gopalamanikandan | Taluk, Marungapuri Union, Thuvarankurichi Sub Registration Office, V.ldaiyapatti | 24, 2025 03, 2026

Solaiyappan Panchayat Limit, Thottiyappatti Village, Kovilpatti, Natham No.404/1- 7 .40 Acres

Mrs. Srimathi G of property out of this Item No. 1 Measuring 1430 Sq ft of property and within

90001273395127 |[the Four Boundaries, North of East West Lane, East of North South Pathway,

Place: Tamilnadu

\Date: January 07, 2026

Authorised Officer
Bandhan Bank Limited )

Bandhan
Bank

Regional Office: Netaji Marg, Nr. Mithakhali Six Roads,
Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-6. Phone: +91-79-26421671-75

Demand Notice to Borrowers

The under mentioned account turned into N.P.A and demand notice is issued by Bandhan Bank Ltd. to the following borrower(s), under sec.13(2) of the
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act (The Act), 2002 which was returned unserved. Hence, this notice is
issued to you all and public at large through publication.

Name of borrower(s),

Description of mortgaged property (Secured Asset)

Date of Demand

0/S Amount as

Date of Pasting

Connection Number 04-057-002-375 And Comprised In R.S.
MNo.149,Natham Survey No. 221/9, Natham Patta No.18, Mettupudur
Village, In The House Site Measuring 190 Sg.Meters Or 2045 Sq.Feet.
Owned By Brindha And Same Bounded As Under:

North: Property Belongs To Late Rathinasamy, East: North South Road,
West: Chinna Maniyakkarar Arunachalam Thottam, South: Chinna
Maniyakkarar Arunachalam Thottam

Guarantors Notice/Date of on Date of of Notice
and Loan Account No. NPA Demand Notice
Sivakumar J All That Piece And Parcel Of Free Hold Land And Hereditaments And October 29, 2025/ Rs.28,63,232.17 | December
Mala D Premises Residential Admeasuring About 506 Sq Ft., Situated At MNovember 03, 2024 20, 2025
Shivakumar J Natham Old S F No.753/2, New S F No.583/5, Patta No.1342, D
90000000570132 MNo.159, L M Palapalayam, Suriyampalayam, Odathurai Village,

Kavundapadi S R O, Bhavani Taluk, Gobichettipalayam Dist, Tamil Nadu

638455, Owned By Sivakumar J, Along With Construction Standing

Both Present And Future And Register The Charge By Registration Of

Memorandum Of Entry At The Office Of The Sub Register, And The Said

Property is Bounded As Under. Owned By Shivakumar J And Same

Bounded As Under:

North: East - West Concrette Road, East: Remaining Property Belongs

To Christopher, West: Selvaraj Property, South: Srinivasan Property
Mathan A All That Piece And Parcel Of The Land In The Erode Registration District, | October 29, 2025/ Rs.39,86,663.25 | December
Brinda Devendran Thingalur Sub-Registration District, Perundurai Taluk, Mettupudur June 03, 2025 20, 2025
Brindha Village, Door No. 1/102, With Right To Use All Doors, Fittings, Four
90000000614431 Side Walls Bathrooms, Electric Wirings, Electronic Deposit, Electronic

Mr. Sabtha Sagar
Kanagaiya

Mrs Semthamiz Selvi
MNagarajan

Mrs Semthamiz Selvi
Magarajan

Mr. K. Sabthakhan
Mr. K. Sabthakhan
Mr. Sabtha Sagar
Kanagnya
90001434870666

All The Piece And Parcel Of Property Being Land And Building, The
Building Comprising At Ground, First And Second Floor, The Land
Measuring An Extent Of 1248 Sq.Ft (Southern Portion) With Passage
Measuring 435 Sq.Ft Out Of Which 1/3rd Share 145 Sq.Ft, In All
Measuring 1393 Sq.Ft, Comprised In Survey No. 1229/2B, 1229
/2BTATAZ, As Per ,Patta No. 14570, Old Survey No. 1229/2ZB1A1A
Part, Town Survey No. 81/3, Ward- D, Block No.77, Bearing Old Door
No. 33, New Door No.30, Plot No. 33, "Thanikachalam Nagar, F-Block,
7th Street, Ponniammanmedu, Situated At Madhavaram Village,
Madhavaram Taluk, Previously Thiruvallur District, Presently Chennai
District, Within The Limits Of Greater Chennai Corporation,Owned By
Mr. Sabtha Sagar Kanagnya And Same Bounded As Under:

North: The Property Belongs To Mrs. B.Maheswari And Common
Passage, East: Shops And L.A.No. 248172, West: Plot No. 34 Now Mr.
B.Paramanayagam's House And Common Passage, South: Plot No.46
MNow Belongs To Mr. Thiravida Mani's Property

November 12, 2025/
MNovember 03, 2025

Rs.1,39,00,464.85| December

29, 2025

Place: Tamilnadu

Date: January 07, 2026

Demand made against you through this notice to repay to the Bank dues mentioned against your name with interest, costs and charges within 60 days from the date
hereof, failing which the Bank will further proceed to take steps u/s.13(4) of the SARFAESI Act. The borrowers'/mortgagors' attention is invited to the provisions of
sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Authorised Officer
Bandhan Bank Limited
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EDITORIAL

Nature of religion:
Service or selfishness?

For centuries, India has been considered a land of religion, faith, and spirituali-
ty. Here, religion has not been limited to worship or rituals, but has been a guid-
ing force in every aspect of life. Faith has provided strength to individuals in dif-
ficult situations, keeping them connected to morality and humanity. However,
with changing times, it is becoming clear that the very nature of faith is gradual-
ly becoming distorted. Religion, once a means of spiritual peace, is in many
places becoming a tool of fear, superstition, and commerce. Today's reality is
that a large part of religious traditions has deviated from their original purpose.
Rituals that were meant to provide spiritual balance to humans have now
become associated with financial transactions and ostentation. Pilgrimage sites,
once centers of penance, sacrifice, and meditation, have often become mere com-
mercial activities. The financial situation of the devotee is increasingly priori-
tized over his or her feelings. The foundation of faith is belief—in God, in life,
and in oneself. This belief stems not from fear or greed, but from inner satisfac-
tion. When faith becomes based on fear, it degenerates into hypocrisy.
Unfortunately, many religious activities today are driven by this fear. People are
led to believe that if they do not follow a particular tradition or donate a certain
amount, disaster will occur. Thus, religion, which used to be reassuring, is
becoming a source of fear. Traditions are the hallmark of any society. They
evolve through experience and knowledge passed down from generation to gen-
eration. However, traditions are only useful as long as they are in keeping with
the times, wisdom, and humanity. Accepting traditions as set in stone hinders
social progress. Today, there is a need to reconsider traditions—to understand
their purpose and their relevance in the present. Service has been an important
aspect of religion. Service means selflessly helping others. However, when a
price is attached to that service, its nature changes. Charity is only considered
charitable when it is given voluntarily. When it is given out of pressure, fear, or
social prestige, it loses its sanctity. Unfortunately, today, charity is being levied
as a compulsory fee in many places. This situation affects ordinary and emotion-
al people the most. In times of grief, sorrow, or crisis, a person is mentally vul-
nerable. Exploiting their faith during such times is not only immoral but also
inhumane. The purpose of religion is to protect humanity from breakdown, not
to burden it further. The greatest danger of hypocrisy is that it gradually breeds
distrust of religion. When people are repeatedly deceived and their emotions
exploited, they either turn away from religion or begin to view every tradition
with suspicion. This situation is detrimental to society, as a healthy form of reli-
gion plays a vital role in maintaining social balance. In today's educated and
aware society, it is expected that individuals should test everything through
logic and reason. Faith and reason are not in conflict. True faith is that which is
in harmony with reason. If a tradition goes against humanity, morality, and
compassion, changing it should be considered a righteous step. The role of reli-
gious institutions and those involved in religion is also crucial. They must
understand that their responsibility extends beyond simply performing rituals,
but also guiding society in the right direction. If religious leadership itself is
driven by greed and self-interest, it is futile to expect morality from the public.
The need of the hour is to transform religion into a medium of service, not a
business. Society's responsibility is no less. Hypocrisy will never end until peo-
ple become self-aware. Asking questions isn't unrighteous. Understanding and
reflecting on the purpose of every tradition is a sign of intellectual maturity.
Blindly accepting everything is neither faith nor religion. The role of the media
and educational institutions is also crucial in this context. A balanced, rational,
and sensitive discussion of religious issues will increase social awareness.

Edit

Suresh Kalmadi treated loyalty
not just as a virtue, but as a
business model. He died as he
had lived: complicated, contro-
versial, and utterly irreplace-
able.

In over four decades of political
journalism, few figures have
generated as much fascination
as Kalmadi. Here was a man
who wore several hats: sports
organiser, event manager, party
animal, media baron, and politi-
cian - sometimes, in the same
evening. We can't talk about
Kalmadi without talking about
Sharad Pawar. Their relation-
ship is perfectly captured in a
joke Pawar once told at a Pune
rally, "What happened when
Suresh Kalmadi tried to hang
himself from the ceiling? The
ceiling came down!" Even when
they were feuding, there was an
undeniable fondness between
them - the kind reserved for fam-
ily, who know too much about
each other to ever truly part
ways.

A Lot Happened Over Coffee
Their story began at the Pune
Coffee House in 1974. Kalmadi,
fresh from his stint as an Indian
Air Force pilot, had bought a
stake in the establishment and
would man the cash counter. It
was amidst the aroma of filter
coffee and the chatter of Pune's
emerging elite that he first
encountered Pawar, then rising
as Yashwantrao Chavan's heir
apparent in western
Maharashtra.

What followed was a master-
class in political symbiosis.
When Pawar helped appoint
Kalmadi as Pune's Youth
Congress president in 1977, it
was the beginning of a partner-
ship that would reshape Delhi's
treacherous corridors of power.
Kalmadi understood something
that many regional politicians
didn't: Delhi required a different
skill set. "Kalmadi spoke
English fluently, had good social
networking skills and, above all,
was a smart lobbyist," the
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP)

Prakash Javadekar once
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SURESH KALMADI: THE MAN BEHIND
THE LEGENDARY 5-STAR DINNER THAT
UNNERVED EVEN SONIA GANDHI

observed. But it was after Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination in 1991
that Kalmadi truly came into his
own. As the Congress scrambled
to find a new leader among PV
Narasimha Rao, Sharad Pawar,
Arjun Singh, and Shankar Dayal
Sharma, Kalmadi took it upon
himself to "manage Delhi" for
his Maratha strongman.

Delhi witnessed the transforma-
tion of Maharashtra Sadan into
Pawar's campaign headquar-
ters, with Kalmadi orchestrat-
ing operations with military
precision. He ordered food from
the nearby Taj Mansingh, ensur-
ing a steady supply of grilled
chicken and paneer tikka even
at odd hours. The proximity to
Pandara Road market meant
those preferring 'liquid embell-
ishments' were thoroughly
entertained whereas
Intelligence Bureau officials try-
ing to update their masters
wrote rather exaggerated notes
while braving the heat and their
hunger.

When Narasimha Rao Kept The
Guest List

The centrepiece was a legendary
dinner at a five-star hotel.
Kalmadi invited 64 newly-elect-
ed Congress MPs and Rajya
Sabha members, offering them
the best wine and food money
could buy. The event sent shock-
waves through the party, even
unnerving Sonia Gandhi at 10,
Janpath. Narasimha Rao was so
shaken that for the rest of his
tenure, he kept a copy of the
guest list just to ensure that
none of them got any position of
influence.

Kalmadi's relationship with
Rajiv Gandhi was equally
telling. Rajiv, always in a hurry
and constantly scouting for tal-
ent, appreciated Kalmadi's out-
of-the-box thinking. @ When
Kalmadi suggested a Pune
Marathon to create awareness
for sports way back in 1982,
Rajiv was impressed enough to
induct him into the Rajya
Sabha. The irony of Kalmadi's
career was that managing rela-

tionships was both his greatest
strength and his greatest weak-
ness. His relationship with
Pawar embodied this complexi-
ty perfectly. In 2001, when Sonia
Gandhi decided to inaugurate
Ganesh Utsav celebrations in
Pune - a move orchestrated by
Kalmadi and Govindrao Adik to
snub Pawar on his home turf - it
was political theatre. Yet, by
2009, Pawar was doing six-day
campaigns for Kalmadi's Pune
Lok Sabha bid, making emotion-
al appeals to his supporters.

The CWG Saga
The Commonwealth Games saga
revealed another facet of

Kalmadi's character. As corrup-
tion allegations mounted, Pawar
maintained a safe distance. But
even in those dark days, there
was something oddly admirable
about Kalmadi's resilience and
optimism. When sports minister
Margaret Alva wondered why
she got constant bad press while
Kalmadi didn't, an official
replied that it was due to "high
spirits", capturing Kalmadi's
approach to both life and poli-
tics.

The recent image of an ailing
Kalmadi in a Pune hospital
being visited by Pawar was both
poignant and fitting. Two old
warriors, who had travelled
impossible distances together,
fell apart, reconciled, and ulti-
mately understood that some
bonds transcend political con-
venience.

In an era where political rela-
tionships are increasingly
transactional, Kalmadi repre-
sented a bygone world where
personal chemistry mattered as
much as ideology. He proved
that in Indian politics, the man
who controls the guest list often
controls more than those whose
names appear on it.

Suresh Kalmadi didn't just man-
age Delhi. He understood it. And
in understanding it, he helped
others navigate its labyrinthine
ways. That, perhaps, is the most
fitting epitaph for a man who
made a career out of making
things possible for others.

ROAD ACCIDENT COMPENSATION AND
THE CONSTITUTION: THE SEARCH FOR

China's "Core Interests': What It Means,

HUMAN DIGNITY BEYOND INCOME

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Road accident compensa-
tion is not limited to a tech-
nical system; it is deeply
intertwined with the fun-
damental philosophy of
the Indian Constitution—
equality, dignity, and a
welfare state. Millions of
road accidents occur in
India every year, resulting
in the loss of life or perma-
nent disability of thou-
sands of people. In such
circumstances, compensa-
tion is not merely financial
relief, but also an attempt
by the state to recognize
the value of life and restore
dignity to the victim. The
current compensation sys-
tem under the Motor
Vehicles Act is primarily
income-based, which may
seem logical at first glance,
but upon closer examina-
tion, it raises serious ques-
tions about constitutional
values.

The "multiplier method"
adopted in the Motor
Vehicles Act determines
compensation based on the
victim's income, age, and
number of dependents. Its
objective is to restore a
family's pre-accident
financial situation, as
much as possible.
However, the biggest prob-
lem with this method is
that it ties a person's life to
their marketability. The
death or disability of a
highly paid individual is
met with compensation of
lakhs or crores of rupees,
while the amount for a
daily wage laborer, rick-
shaw puller, or worker in

the unorganized sector is
meager. Thus, the law
inadvertently conveys that
a person's life is more or
less valuable in proportion
to their income.

This approach directly
challenges the principle of
"equality before the law"
enshrined in Article 14 of
the Constitution. Article
14 not only calls for equal
treatment, but also pro-
hibits arbitrary and incon-
sistent classifications.
When two citizens are vic-
tims of road accidents
under similar circum-
stances, but their lives are
valued differently based
solely on their income, it
creates a constitutional
contradiction. On the one
hand, the state treats all
citizens as equal, while on
the other hand, it discrimi-
nates between them based
on their economic status
in the level of compensa-
tion.

This system has the most
severe impact on those
whose income is not for-
mally recorded or who are
not considered 'earners' at
all. Housewives, children,
the elderly, and students
often receive compensa-
tion based on 'notional
income.! This notional
income does not reflect
their actual social contri-
bution. A homemaker's
labor remains invisible
within the home, but she
plays a central role in
maintaining the economic
structure of the family and
society. The Supreme
Court has clarified in
cases such as Kirti v.

Oriental Insurance (2021)
that a homemaker's work
has not only emotional but
also economic value.
Despite this, in practice,
this contribution is still
not adequately reflected in

compensation calcula-
tions.
Another constitutional

dimension of the income-
based compensation sys-
tem relates to Article 21,
which guarantees the
"right to life and personal
liberty." The Supreme
Court has time and again
clarified that life does not
mean mere physical exis-
tence, but a life with digni-
ty. When the value of a per-
son's life, after death or
disability, is reduced to
mathematical formulas
and income slabs, it
appears to undermine
their inherent dignity.
Viewing life solely
through the lens of eco-
nomic loss ignores the pro-
found suffering, mental
trauma, and social insecu-
rity that the victim's fami-
ly faces.

In this context, it is also
noteworthy that the con-
cept of "just compensation"
has been interpreted
broadly by the Supreme
Court itself. The Court has
recognized that compensa-
tion should not only com-
pensate for loss of income,
but also for emotional
damage, mental anguish,
and uncertainty about the
future. However, the cur-
rent legal framework does
not adequately address
these intangible aspects.
As a result, the compensa-

tion process often becomes
a mechanical calculation,
lacking human sensitivity.
This disparity becomes
even more pronounced
when compared to other
transport laws. The
Railway Act and aviation
laws provide for uniform,
fixed compensation in case
of an accident, regardless
of the victim's income or
social status. For example,
a fixed amount is paid for
death in railway accidents.
This system recognizes
that the right to safety and
the value of life are equal
for all citizens. The lack of
such uniformity in the
road transport sector rais-
es the question of whether
the right to safety' in India
varies depending on the
mode of transport.

In a welfare state, the
state's role should not be
limited to resolving dis-
putes through courts, but
should actively ensure
that every citizen receives
a minimum degree of pro-
tection in life and death. In
this regard, reform of the
road accident compensa-
tion system is the need of
the hour. First, a high and
mandatory minimum
compensation amount
should be established,
based on the principle of
no-fault liability. This will
ensure that every affected
family, regardless of
income, receives a
respectable basic level of
support.

Additionally, the contribu-
tions of non-earning
groups must be realistical-
ly assessed.

The US Department of War's
annual report to the Congress,
which notes that China's con-
ceptualisation of 'core inter-
ests' has expanded to now
include Arunachal Pradesh,
should be a matter of concern
for India. The formulation of
'core interests' is said to have
entered Chinese diplomatese
around the 2000s. In 2003, the
then Chinese Foreign
Minister, Tang Jiaquan, had
told his US counterpart that
Taiwan was China's core
interest and that it was impor-
tant to handle this since it
would have implications for
the broader Sino-US relations.
Later, reacting to a decision by
the US to sell aradar system to
Taiwan in 2004, the Chinese
foreign ministry spokesper-
son said that China would not
tolerate actions of foreign pow-
ers that would damage its core
interests. It also evoked the
tenet of 'core interest' after
then French President Nicolas
Sarkozy met the Dalai Lama
in 2008, asserting that Tibet
concerned Chinese sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. In
the 2010s, Japanese media out-
lets interpreted China as
expanding its ambit of 'core
interests' to include the
Diaoyu-Senkaku islands.

And Why Arunachal Is Now A Part Of It

An Old Controversy

The Chinese began to up the
ante on Arunachal in the mid-
2000s. The then Chinese envoy
to India asserted that the
entire state belonged to China.
A Dbureaucrat serving in
Arunachal was denied a visa
in 2006, and following this, the
practice of granting travel
approvals issued on a piece of
paper stapled to the passport
began. In 2009, China even
opposed a loan by the Asian
Development Bank for a water
project in Arunachal, ques-
tioning India's sovereignty

over the state.

The issue of Arunachal has
also increasingly been in focus
since China's military standoff
against India began in 2020. In
2021, Beijing had raised objec-

tions to then-President
Venkaiah Naidu's visit to the
state. A year later, in

December 2022, things came to
a head after China tried to mil-
itarily change the status quo
in the Yangtse area in
Arunachal's Tawang sector.
The Chinese have also started
using the term Xizang' for
Tibet, and consequently refer
to Arunachal Pradesh as
'Zangnan', meaning south
Tibet. Over the last couple of
years, they have resorted to a
series of renaming of places in
Arunachal Pradesh, and giv-
ing them Chinese names.
Official Chinese maps, too,
show China as subsuming

large parts of Arunachal.
Delegitimising Indian
Nationality

In November last year, when
an Arunachal woman living
in the UK was harassed and
detained at Shanghai airport
during her transit, the officials

reportedly told her that her
Indian passport was not valid
and asked her to obtain a
Chinese travel document.
Surprisingly, the woman had
had a smooth run during her
travel to China in October
2024. On this issue, the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has asserted that
Zangnan (Arunachal) belongs
to China, and that it has never
recognised the "so-called
Arunachal Pradesh". The
Chinese ambassador to India,
too, has backed this stance,
saying that it was important to
address the issue of the con-
tentious Line of Actual
Control (LAC). In another case
that received less media atten-
tion, an Indian-born Tibetan
who was visiting China for
tourism was meted out similar
treatment again at Shanghai
airport in December 2025.
During his detention, he was
repeatedly quizzed about how
he obtained Indian citizenship
and if he had any relatives in
China. Officials went through
his personal belongings,
social-media accounts and
even his cellphone. The tourist
also claimed the Chinese
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authorities took photographs
of his family members. He
then booked himself a plane
ticket to Bangkok and was
escorted by Chinese law
enforcement officials on the
flight. New Delhi has been
firm with its position that
Arunachal Pradesh is an
inalienable part of India and
that its residents are within
their rights to travel on Indian
passports. This assertion has
been followed by the govern-
ment seeking reassurances
from the Chinese authorities
that Indian nationals, regard-
less of their place of birth, will
not be selectively targeted as
they travel or transit through
China. The government has
also cautioned Indian nation-
als to exercise "discretion"
whenever travelling through
China, although a formal trav-
el advisory has not been
issued. The expansion of
Chinese core interests to
include Arunachal does not
augur well for India, since
tying it to sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity will make the
resolution of the LAC issue
even more protracted and
complicated.
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Instamart and Young India Skills University
(YISU) Team Up to Create over 5,000 Opportunities
in Quick Commerce for Telangana Youth

Hyderabad, January 06, 2026: With
quick commerce reshaping the
Indian retail landscape and how
consumers shop for everyday
essentials, the demand for skilled
talent in supply chain, logistics and
retail operations has surged.
Today, Instamart and Young India
Skills University (YISU), estab-
lished under the Young India Skills
University Telangana Act 2024 by
the Government of Telangana to
boost industry- aligned skill devel-
opment, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to launch a skill-
based academic programme for
youth to build careers in the grow-
ing quick commerce industry. The
multi-year collaboration is expect-
ed to train over 5,000 youth in
Telangana, preparing them for
meaningful career opportunities in
the sector. The MoU was signed in
the presence of Mr V.L.V.S.S.
Subba Rao, Vice Chancellor of
Young India Skills University
(YISU), Telangana, and Girish
Menon, Chief Human Resources
Officer at Swiggy Ltd. As part of
this collaboration, Scootsy, a whol-
ly owned subsidiary of Swiggy and
its logistics arm, and YISU will
introduce a three-month learning
programme designed to build job-
relevant operational and manageri-
al skills for the quick commerce
sector, with a strong focus on dark
store operations. The programme
responds to the growing need for
standardised operational and man-
agerial capabilities in high-velocity

retail environments, covering
areas such as quick commerce
operating models, dark store and
supply chain execution, customer
promise and SLA-driven service
delivery, and emerging trends in
retail logistics. Delivered through a
combination of classroom instruc-
tion and structured field exposure,
this collaborative programme
between YISU and Instamart will
equip participants with a practical,
systems-level understanding of
store execution, last-mile coordina-
tion, and the performance metrics
required to operate quick com-

merce at scale. Successful comple-
tion of the course and internship
will fast-track students into roles as
Store Manager Trainees, preparing
them for leadership responsibilities
in quick commerce fulfilment and
operations. Instamart, India’s pio-
neering quick commerce platform,
serves consumers across the coun-
try from its growing network of
over 1000 dark stores and megapods
across India. Through the platform,
merchants offer tens of thousands
of products, ranging from everyday
essentials to electronics and home
living items, supported by a strong

supply chain and technology-driv-
en operations. Speaking about part-
nership, Mr V.L.V.S.S Subba Rao,
Vice Chancellor of Young India
Skills University (YISU),
Telangana, said “We are proud to
partner with Instamart, one of
India’s leading quick commerce
platforms, to address the evolving
needs of the sector and equip young
talent with job-relevant skills. This
programme is a testament to
YISU’s commitment to industry-
aligned skilling and to Instamart’s
leadership in shaping the future of
quick commerce through meaning-
ful workforce development in
Telangana state.” Sharing his
thoughts on the collaboration,
Girish Menon, Chief Human
Resources Officer at Swiggy Ltd,
said, “India’s demographic advan-
tage is both an opportunity and a
responsibility for the industry to
invest in building job-ready capa-
bilities at scale. As quick commerce
evolves from a convenience-led
model into a core part of India’s
retail and supply chain ecosystem,
the demand for skilled operations
and management talent is growing
rapidly. Our collaboration with
Young India Skills University
focuses on creating practical indus-
try-aligned learning pathways that
prepare graduates for real-world
roles in supply chain and quick
commerce operations. This is a
long-term investment in India’s
skilling ecosystem, not a short-term
hiring initiative.”
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Galaxy Book6 Brings AI-Powered
Productivity and Advanced

Performance in a Sleek New Form

Galaxy Booké Pro

Engineered for perfection

Core

Featuring Intel’s
Ultra Series 3 processors
built on Intel 18A, long-
lasting battery life and an

ultra-slim profile,
Samsung’s Galaxy Book6
series elevates what users
can expect from a PC
Samsung Electronics
today introduced Galaxy
Book6 Ultra, Galaxy Book6
Pro and Galaxy Book6 dur-
ing CES 2026. The most
advanced Galaxy Book
series yet, these devices
feature robust perform-
ance that elevates Al-pow-
ered productivity through
precise engineering in a
perfectly balanced slim
profile. “At Samsung, we
believe true innovation
starts with getting the fun-
damentals right,” said
Won-Joon Choi, President,

Chief Operating Officer
(COO) and Head of the
R&D Office, Mobile
eXperience (MX) Business
at Samsung Electronics.
“Performance defines the
PC experience. With the
Galaxy Book6 series, we
combine unparalleled
speed and power with
dependable AI to deliver
the exceptional productivi-
ty and creativity capabili-
ties users expect from
Samsung.” Engineered for
Unmatched Performance
Pairing cutting-edge hard-
ware with immersive visu-
als and audio in a slim and

portable design, the
Galaxy Book®6 series deliv-
ers Samsung’s most

advanced PC performance
yet. Powered by Intel®
Core™ Ultra Series 3

processors — the first
client system-on-chips
(SoCs) built on Intel 18A —
Galaxy Book6 delivers effi-
cient, high-speed CPU,
GPU anddia NPU1 per-
formance, enabling light-
ning-fast processing, seam-
less multitasking and
more responsive Al. With
the latest NVIDIA®
GeForce RTX™ 5070/5060
Laptop GPU, Galaxy
Booké6 Ultra unlocks next-
level creativity and enter-
tainment experiences with
high-speed Al image gen-
eration, super-smooth
video playback and editing
and deeply immersive
gaming. To maximize per-
formance, powerful hard-
ware must be supported by
an equally advanced ther-
mal system.

Car giant Hyundai to use
human-like robots in factories

Hyundai Motor Group says
it will roll out human-like
robots in its factories from
2028, as major companies
race to use the new tech-
nology. The South Korean
firm showed off Atlas, a
humanoid robot developed
by Boston Dynamics, at the
Consumer Electronics
Show (CES) in Las Vegas
on Monday. Hyundai says
it "plans to integrate Atlas
across its global network",
including a plant in the US
state of Georgia that was
involved in a massive
immigration raid in 2025.
Other firms that have said
they will use humanoid
robots in their operations
include Amazon, Tesla and
Chinese car making giant
BYD. The Atlas robots will
gradually take on more
tasks, said Hyundai. The
firm owns a majority stake
in Boston Dynamics, the

technology company
famous for Spot the robot
dog. Atlas, which is

designed for general indus-
trial use, is being devel-
oped to work alongside
people and autonomously
manage machines.

Hyundai said the robots
will help ease physical
strain on human workers,
handle potentially danger-
ous tasks and pave the way
for wider use of the tech-
nology. The firm did not
say how many robots it
would initially deploy or
how much the project will
cost. Speaking at CES,
Hyundai's vice chair,
Jaehoon Chang, acknowl-
edged concerns that
human workers could lose
their jobs to robots. But he
said people will still be
needed to train the robots,

among other roles, the
news agency Reuters
reported. Monday's

announcement came after
Hyundai said in 2025 that
in would invest more than
$20bn (£15.5bn) in the US,
supporting President
Donald Trump's plans to
boost manufacturing in the
country. The firm said it
would expand car produc-
tion in the US and invest in
autonomous driving tech-
nology and artificial intel-
ligence (AI). Elon Musk's
electric carmaker Tesla
has also invested heavily

in its humanoid robot,
Optimus. Hyundai's bat-
tery plant in Georgia,
which it operates in part-
nership with electronics
giant LG, is one of its key
facilities in the US. In
September 2025, US immi-
gration officers raided the
plant and arrested hun-
dreds of workers, includ-
ing at least 300 South
Korean citizens. The work-
ers had their legs shackled
in scenes that sparked out-
rage in South Korea.
President Lee Jae Myung
and Hyundai's chief execu-
tive José Munioz warned
that the raid could deter
foreign investment in the
US. Later that month,
Washington and Seoul
reached an agreement to
release the detained work-
ers. Trump said he opposed
the raid and that the US
had an "understanding"
with the world on the need
to bring in experts to set up
specialised facilities and
train local workers. Munoz
said in November that the
White House had phoned
him personally to apolo-
gise for the raid.

Nvidia unveils self-driving car tech as it

seeks to power more products with Al

Nvidia has unveiled a new
tech platform for self-driving
cars as the world's leading
chip-maker seeks more phys-
ical products to embed Al
into. Speaking at the annual
CES technology conference
in Las Vegas, boss Jensen
Huan said the system - called
Alpamayo - would bring
"reasoning” to autonomous
vehicles. That would allow
cars to "think through rare
scenarios, drive safely in
complex environments, and
explain their driving deci-
sions," Huang claimed. He
said Nvidia was working
with Mercedes to produce a
driverless car powered by
the tech, which would be
released in the US in the
coming months before being
rolled out in Europe and
Asia. Nvidia's chips have
helped power the Al revolu-
tion, though so far attention
has mostly been focussed on
the software it powers, such
as ChatGPT. However, lead-
ing tech firms are now
increasingly looking for
hardware - meaning physi-
cal products such as cars -
that AI could be used in.
Physical Al's 'ChatGPT

moment' Wearing his trade-
mark black leather jacket,
Huang told an audience of
hundreds that the project
has taught Nvidia "an enor-
mous amount" about how to
help partners build robotic

systems. "The ChatGPT
moment for physical Al is
almost here," Huang said.
"NVIDIA's pivot toward Al at
scale and Al systems as dif-
ferentiators will help keep it
way ahead of rivals," said
Paolo Pescatore, analyst at
PP Foresight, from Las
Vegas. "Alpamayo repre-
sents a profound shift for
NVIDIA, moving from being
primarily a compute to a

platform provider for physi-
cal Al ecosystems." Shares of
the AI chip designer rose
slightly in after-hours trad-
ing following Huang's pres-
entation. It featured a video
demonstration of the Al-
powered Mercedes-Benz
driving through San
Francisco while a passenger,
sat behind the steering
wheel, kept their hands in
their lap.

"It drives so naturally
because it learned directly
from human demonstra-
tors," Huang said, "but in
every single scenario... it
tells you what it's going to do,
and it reasons about what it's

about to do." Alpamayo is an
open-source Al model, with
the underlying code now
available on machine learn-
ing platform Hugging Face,
where autonomous vehicle
researchers can access it for
free and retrain the model,
Huang said. "Our vision is
that someday, every single
car, every single truck, will
be autonomous," he told the
audience. The project could
pose a threat to companies
like Elon Musk's Tesla,
which offers driver assis-
tance  software  called
Autopilot. "Well that's just
exactly what Tesla is doing,"
Musk posted on social media
following the Alpamayo
announcement. "What they
will find is that it's easy to get
to 99% and then super hard
to solve the long tail of the
distribution." Like Tesla,
Nvidia also has plans to
launch a robotaxi service by
next year in collaboration
with a partner, but has
declined to name the partner
or say where it will be.
Nvidia is the world's most
valuable publicly traded
company, with a market cap
of more than $4.5tn (£3.3tn).

Government demands Musk's X deals

Technology Secretary Liz
Kendall has called on
Elon Musk's X to urgently
deal with its artificial
intelligence chatbot Grok
being used to create non-
consensual  sexualised
deepfake  images  of
women and girls. The
BBC has seen several
examples on X of people
asking the bot to digitally
undress people to make
them appear in bikinis

with 'appalling' Grok Al deepfakes

without their consent, as
well as putting them in
sexual situations. Kendall
said the situation was
"absolutely appalling",
adding "we cannot and
will not allow the prolifer-
ation of these degrading
images." "It is absolutely
right that Ofcom is look-
ing into this as a matter of
urgency and it has my full
backing to take any
enforcement action it

deems necessary." On
Monday, regulator Ofcom
said it had made "urgent
contact" with Elon Musk's
company xAl and was
investigating concerns
Grok has been producing
"undressed images" of
people. The BBC has
approached X for com-
ment. On Sunday, the
platform issued a warn-
ing to users not to use
Grok to generate illegal
content including child
sexual abuse material. In
her statement Kendall
said: "Services and opera-
tors have a clear obliga-
tion to act appropriately.
This is not about restrict-
ing freedom of speech but
upholding the law. "We
have made intimate
image abuse and cyber-
flashing priority offences
under the Online Safety
Act - including where
images are Al-generated.
This means platforms
must prevent such con-
tent from appearing
online and act swiftly to
remove it if it does."

FUELING HEALTH &

YouGov WITH ALMONDs  almonds
YouGov Survey
OVERVIEW

With the New Year driving renewed health goals, weight management
remalns a top pricrity for Indian consumers

A YouGov survey with the Almond Board of California shows a clear shift
toward mindful eating and active lifestyles, with
63% actively managing their weight

California Almends feature prominently in daily routines. with
40% consuming them every day especially in the morning for better satiety.
energy and craving control

Conducted across 17 cities, the survey also reveals strong preference for
almonds, with 86% of dry-fruit consumers choosing them
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INTAKE FREQUENCY ——
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6 January, 2026: With the New
Year underway and health
goals taking centre stage,
weight management often
tops resolution lists. As peo-
ple reset their routines and
look for sustainable ways to
feel fitter and more energised,
mindful eating and balanced
nutrition take on renewed
importance. Reflecting this
shift, a new YouGov survey
conducted in association with
the Almond Board of
California reveals that Indian
consumers are increasingly
embracing healthier choices,
from exercising regularly to
choosing nutrient-dense
foods that support everyday
wellness. Among these,
California Almonds continue
to feature prominently in
morning routines and break-
fast habits, with many associ-
ating them with improved
satiety, better control over
cravings, and sustained ener-
gy through the day. The sur-
vey, conducted across 16
cities in India, also highlights
a broader shift toward holis-
tic, health-focused living. A
vast majority (92%) show
strong interest in health and

nutrition, with 51% reporting
adoption of an active lifestyle
with daily exercise.
Additionally,63% of respon-
dents say they are trying to
manage their weight - often
through consistent practices
like daily workouts, drinking
more water, and reducing
sugar consumption. This
emphasis on mindful eating
is reflected in almond con-
sumption habits across India.
Nearly 40% of respondents
say they consume almonds
daily, with about 30% eating
them first thing in the morn-
ing and 22% including them
with breakfast. Purchase fre-
quency also remains strong
as 43% purchase almonds
monthly, while another 44%
do so weekly or bi-weekly.
Preferences vary, with 30%
opting for soaked or soaked-
and-peeled almonds and 25%
consuming them raw. Among
dry-fruit consumers, a
remarkable 86% choose
almonds, reinforcing their
widespread popularity. The
motivations behind almond
consumption reflect a strong
awareness of their nutrition-
al benefits. More than half of

New Year, New Habits: 7 in 10 Indians Say California Almonds
Support Weight Management, Finds YouGov Survey

respondents (52%) associate
almonds with overall health
and wellness, while 41% link
them to immunity, and 39%
consume them to maintain
protein intake. A significant
75% say almonds are part of
their daily routine for essen-
tial nutrients, while 84%
agree they are a healthy
option. Nearly 40% even
track calories or macros
when consuming almonds,
reflecting heightened nutri-
tion awareness. This positive
perception is grounded in
almonds’ natural nutrient
density. California Almonds
offer 15 essential nutrients,
including healthy fats,
dietary fibre, protein, mag-
nesium, potassium, and
zinc, making them a mini-
mally processed, wholesome
addition to daily diets.
Weight management
emerges as a key driver of
almond consumption. 70%
of respondents believe
almonds support healthy
weight goals, and 82%
report improvement control
over munching and weight
after incorporating them
regularly into their diets.
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Security forces patrol Venezuelan streets as
opposition calls for release of political prisoners

We've been speaking to peo-
ple about what it's like in
Venezuela since the US oper-
ation. Earlier we reported on
the experiences of Wilmer*
in Caracas and Angela* in
Guayana City. Pedro*, in the
north-western coastal city of
Maracaibo, has been able to
go outside and buy bread,
but says already there is a
price increase of about 30%.
“It wasn’t normal shopping,"
he told the BBC. "Initially
people were happy, but now
people are scared of what
might happen, and nobody is
talking about what hap-
pened.” Agreeing with what
Pedro said, Wilmer and
Angela both said that,
because of guards’ presence
in many places, people are
not discussing what's going
on. “We smile, you know;
that’s all we can do,” says
Wilmer. And Angela says
that “people in the super-
market that I went to were
quiet because everyone is
scared to talk about what
happened, and guards are

World

outside.” *Names have been
changed due to fears of a
backlash from authorities.
Donald Trump might keep
insisting that the US is “in
charge” of Venezuela, but in
reality, the Venezuelan gov-
ernment is still very much in
power. Delcy Rodriguez is

the acting president, many of

Nicolas Maduro’s ministers
are still in post, and the pow-

erful military is, so far, stay-
ing loyal to her. Trump has
issued serious threats to
Rodriguez - that if she does-
n’t do “the right thing” (i.e.
what the US wants) she
could face the same fate as
Maduro, or worse. Many
expected Trump to back the
opposition to take charge,
but in some ways the current
set-up is more convenient for

him.

The Venezuelan government
will now undoubtedly be
nervous about what could
happen to them if they don’t
at least somewhat comply.
Trump isn’t in charge, but he
does have a lot of influence.
Tensions remain high in the
capital, Caracas, where gun-
shots were reported
overnight near the presiden-

tial palace. Yesterday Delcy
Rodriguez was sworn in as
Venezuela’s interim presi-
dent, but the security situa-
tion still remains unclear
after the US seized President
Nicolas Maduro and said it
would run the country.
Several videos posted on
social media overnight show
armed men on the streets as
apparent gunshots are heard

ringing out.
We’ve verified one video
filmed near Miraflores

Palace in which you can
hear gunshots, but it’'s not
immediately clear what they
were in response to. We've
located another video to a
plaza about 650m from the
palace, in which you can
hear someone ask in
Spanish, “What happened?”
A man who appears to be a
security official replies:
“Drones, drones”. This sug-
gests that the gunshots may
have been in response to a
drone sighting, although we
can’t independently confirm
this was the case. The US

military intervention in
Venezuela has resurfaced
the issue of Greenland's
future. Trump has repeated-
ly said the US "needs" the
whole island for national
security reasons (the US
already has a military base
there), while Greenland's
leaders have repeated that it
is not for sale. Earlier today
BBC's Europe Editor Katya
Adler described how
European leaders are facing
an increasingly "awkward"
and "intense" atmosphere as
they try to "manage rather
than confront" Trump. After
top Trump aid, Stephen
Miller told CNN that
"nobody's going to fight the
US over the future of
Greenland", European lead-
ers issued a strongly-worded
joint statement saying only
Greenland and Denmark can
decide its future. "Greenland
belongs to its people. It is for
Denmark and Greenland,
and them only, to decide on
matters concerning
Denmark and Greenland.
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Selfies and smiles: South
Korea seeks 'new phase'
in ties with China

South Korea's President Lee
Jae Myung has called for a
"new phase" in ties with
China as he met its leader Xi
Jinping in Beijing on
Monday. Regional security
and lifting Beijing's unofficial
ban on Korean pop culture is
high on Lee's agenda, as he
continues his four-day trip in
China. He is set to meet
China's Premier Li Qiang and
the chairman of parliament,
Zhao Leji on Tuesday. It

marks the first visit by a
South Korean leader since
2019. Bilateral ties had soured
under Lee's predecessor,
impeached ex-president Yoon
Suk Yeol, who was very criti-
cal of China. Xi, meanwhile,
has appeared keen to shore up
ties with South Korea amid a
diplomatic row between
China and Japan. South
Korea is a US security ally -
like Japan - but also relies on
China for trade.

Zelensky replaces
UKkraine's powerful
security service chief

President
Zelensky has reshuffled

Volodymyr

the leadership of
Ukraine's Security
Service (SBU), replacing
influential Vasyl
Malyuk and nominating
Maj-Gen Yevhenii
Khmara as acting head.
The SBU is primarily
concerned with internal
security and counter-
intelligence and, since
the beginning of Russia's
full-scale invasion in
2022, it has also played a
prominent role in assas-
sinations and sabotage
attacks deep inside
Russia. Malyuk, who
had run the SBU since
2022, gained a reputation
for overseeing success-
ful operations against
Russia and for purging
the SBU from alleged
Russian double agents.
The latest reshuffles are
the latest in a long series
made by Zelensky since
the start of the war.
Malyuk's name is known
across UKkraine. After
all, last June he co-ordi-
nated the daring "Spider
Web" attack, which saw
more than 100

Ukrainian drones struck
air bases deep inside
Russian territory.
Khmara, his replace-
ment, was also involved
in the preparation of
that operation. So it did
not come as a surprise
that Malyuk's dismissal
earlier this week was
widely criticised within
Ukraine, including by
several high-profile mili-
tary commanders. The
impression that the deci-
sion made by President
Zelensky was short-
sighted was cemented by
reports that Malyuk had
initially refused to step
down voluntarily.
Although he has been
dismissed from the posi-
tion of SBU chief, he has
been asked to continue
leading special opera-
tions against Russia.
Ukraine needed more
"asymmetric operations
against Russian forces",
Zelensky said, adding
that Malyuk was "best at
this". Khmara's appoint-
ment has gone some way
in quelling fears about
the SBU's future effec-
tiveness.

Self-proclaimed hypnotherapist
on trial in France for drugging
and raping women

3

A man is on trial in south-
ern France accused of drug-
ging and sexually abusing
women, as well as filming
some of the assaults. Dance
teacher and self-taught hyp-
notherapist Cyril Zattara is
charged with raping 14
women over a decade, as
well as allegedly secretly
filming around 20 other
women. Zattara, who has
been held in detention
awaiting trial since 2021, has
admitted 10 rape charges.

P P

The trial is being held
behind closed doors in the
city of Aix-en-Provence at
the request of one of the
alleged victims, and is due to
last at least two weeks.
Others had sought open pro-
ceedings, saying they want-
ed their voices to be heard
by as many people as possi-
ble. Zattara would allegedly
slip sleeping pills into
women's drinks before sexu-
ally assaulting them, a
police investigation found.

IRAN ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTS
SPREAD TO MAJ ORITY OF PROVINCES

Protests have broken out in
at least 17 of Iran's 31
provinces, presenting the
largest challenge to the
country's clerical establish-
ment since 2022, a BBC
Verify and BBC Persian
analysis has found. The
BBC's analysis of protests
includes only those for
which we have verified
video footage - the true num-
ber is almost certainly far
higher. There are reports of
protests in a further 11
provinces. The wave of
protests has spread rapidly
across Iran since 28
December, when anger ini-
tially broke out in the capi-
tal Tehran following a fresh

and sharp devaluation of
currency
against the dollar and other
major foreign currencies.
Verified footage from the
last 10 days shows evidence

the country's

of anti-government demon-
strations and gatherings in
more than 50 towns and
cities across the country,
including in several regions
previously perceived as
being highly loyal to the
state. More than 100 videos

which we geolocated and
checked for publication
date paint a picture of the
scale of the unrest, with peo-
ple taking to the streets in
many major cities in Iran

and presentmg the largest
challenge to the state since
the Women, Life and
Freedom protests in 2022.
Footage has also shown
protests in Qom in central
Iran and Mashhad in the
north-east, both of which
have traditionally hosted
populations extremely loyal
to the Islamic Republic. Prof

Sina Azodi, Director of
Middle East Studies
Program at George

Washington  University,
said that unrest in those
cities was "very telling" and
amounted to evidence that
the government's "base of
support is also suffering
under the economic hard-
ship". Authorities have tra-
ditionally used violence to
crush unrest. During the
2022 protests - sparked by
the death in custody of
Mahsa Amini, a young
woman who had been
detained in Tehran for
wearing "improper hijab" -
more than 550 people were
allegedly Killed by security
forces, according to human
rights groups. While the lat-
est response by police and
security forces initially
appeared to be more
restrained, verified footage
has shown officers ramping
up the use of force since
Saturday.

NESTLE ISSUES GLOBAL RECALL OF SOME
BABY FORMULA PRODUCTS OVER TOXIN FEARS

Nestle has issued a global
recall of some baby formula
products over concerns they
contain a toxin which can
cause food poisoning. The
food and drink giant said spe-
cific batches of its SMA
infant formula and follow-on
formula were not safe to be
fed to babies. The batches
were sold across the world,
Nestle said, and they poten-
tially contain cereulide,
which can trigger nausea
and vomiting when con-
sumed. The company said
there had been no confirmed
reports of illness associated
with the products, but was
recalling them "out of an
abundance of caution". "The

safety and wellbeing of

babies is our absolute priori-

ty," Nestle said. "We sincere-
ly apologise for any concern
or inconvenience caused to
parents, caregivers, and
customers." The company
confirmed to the BBC that
the recall was global. Affected
products were sold in several
European countries, includ-
ing France, Germany,

/]

Austria, Denmark, Italy and
Sweden. It stressed that all
other Nestle products and
batches of the same products
that have not been recalled
are safe to consume. Nestle
promised refunds for cus-
tomers and said the problem
was caused by an ingredient
provided by one of its suppli-

ers. Nestle France said it was
carrying out a '"preventive
and voluntary recall" of cer-
tain batches of its Guigoz and
Nidal infant formulas. In
Germany, the formula prod-
ucts are called Beba and
Alfamino. Batch numbers of
the affected products in the
UK can be found on Nestle's
UK website, or through
food.gov.uk. Customers are
advised to look for the corre-
sponding code on the base of
the tin or box for powdered
formulas or the base of the
outer box and on the side or
top of the container for ready-
to-feed formulas. Cereulide is
a toxin produced by some
strains of the Bacillus cereus
bacteria that can cause food
Ppoisoning symptomsm.

Donald Trump claims US oil firms
running' in Venezuela Wlthln 18 months

President Donald Trump
says the US oil industry
could be "up and running"
with increased operations in
Venezuela within 18 months,
after a surprise military
operation removed
President Nicolas Maduro
from power. Trump told
NBC News that "a tremen-
dous amount of money will
have to be spent, and the oil
companies will spend it, and
the oil companies will spend
it, and then they1l get reim-
bursed by us or through rev-
enue". Representatives from
major US petroleum compa-
nies planned to meet the
Trump administration later
this week, BBC's partner
CBS News reported.
Analysts previously told the
BBC it could take tens of bil-

lions of dollars, and poten-
tially a decade, to restore
Venezuela's former output.
Trump's remarks came days
after he said the US would
run" Venezuela after the
ousting of Maduro - who has
now been brought to the US
to face criminal charges.
Speaking to NBC about his
18-month timeframe, Trump
speculated that oil produc-
tion could ramp up "in less
time than that, but it1l be a
lot of money". He has been
explicit about his ambitions
for American petroleum
companies to scale up their
operations in the country.
"Having a Venezuela that's
an oil producer is good for
the United States because it
keeps the price of oil down,"
Trump added. The analysts

who previously spoke to the
BBC were sceptical that
Trump's plans would have a
major impact on the global
supply - and therefore price -
of oil. They suggested that
firms would look for reassur-
ance that a stable govern-
ment was in place, and even
when they did invest, their
projects would not deliver

for years. Trump has
claimed in recent days that
American oil companies can
fix Venezuela's oil infrastruc-
ture. The country has an esti-
mated 303bn barrels, the
world's largest proven
reserve - but its oil produc-
tion has been in decline since
the early 2000s. The Trump
administration sees signifi-

cant potential for its own
energy prospects in
Venezuela's reserves.
Increasing the country's pro-
duction of oil would be
expensive for US firms.
Additionally, Venezuelan oil
is heavy and more difficult to
refine. There is only one US
firm, Chevron, currently
working in the country.
Asked for comment about
Trump's plans for US oil pro-
duction in  Venezuela,
Chevron spokesman Bill
Turenne said the company
"remains focused on the safe-
ty and wellbeing of our
employees, as well as the
integrity of our assets". "We
continue to operate in full
compliance with all relevant
laws and regulations,"
Turenne added.

could be 'up and

ConocoPhillips, a major US
oil company that no longer
has a presence in Venezuela,
"is monitoring developments
in Venezuela and their
potential implications for
global energy supply and sta-
bility", said spokesman
Dennis Nuss. "It would be
premature to speculate on
any future business activi-
ties or investments," Nuss
said. A third company,
Exxon did not immediately
respond to requests for com-
ment. While justifying the
seizure of Maduro from
Caracas, Trump also
claimed that Venezuela "uni
laterally seized and stole
American oil". Vice
President JD Vance echoed
those claims on X after

Swiss ski bar not inspected
for five years before deadly
fire, mayor says

The Swiss bar that was
the scene of a fire which
killed 40 people and
injured 116 had not
undergone safety checks
for five years, authorities
have said. The mayor of
Crans-Montana, Nicolas
Feraud, told a Tuesday
news conference that he
could not explain why Le
Constellation bar had not
been checked in so long,
but that the council was
"profoundly sorry". The
venues should have been
checked annually. "We
regret that - we owe it to
the families and we will
accept the responsibili-
ty," he said. He added
that sparklers - which
are believed to have
caused the fire when
they were raised too
close to the ceiling - will
be banned in local ven-
ues. Local authorities
will now bring in an
external contractor to
inspect and audit all 128
venues in the area.
Feraud conceded there
was a team of five people
inspecting more than
10,000 buildings in Crans-
Montana and could not
explain why the bar had

not been inspected since
2019. Taking repeated
questions on why the bar
had not been checked in
so long, Feraud said: "I
have no answer for you
today." "We're profound-
ly sorry about that and I
know how hard that will
be for the families." "I'm
not resigning, no, and I
don't want to," he later
added. Feraud said it
would be "down to the
judges" to decide
whether members of the
local authority would be
included in a criminal
investigation that has
been opened by Swiss
prosecutors. When the
fire occurred on New
Year's Day, the bar
seemed to have many
more people in it than
legally permitted, which
Feraud said was the
responsibility of the
managers of Le
Constellation to regulate.
Swiss prosecutors have
placed the two bar man-
agers under criminal
investigation, which
local media have named

as French couple,
Jacques and Jessica
Moretti.

Maduro was take.



Khelo India Beach Games have expanded horizon of Indian
sports, created new pathways for talent development: PM

The second edition of Khelo
India Beach Games got offto a
colourful start here at the
Ghoghla Beach on Monday
with a special message from
the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi.
The Games, featuring over
2100 participants from across
the nation, will conclude on
January 10. Diu is wearing a
festive look with the Khelo
India Beach Games mascot
‘Pear]l’ — the happy and ener-
getic dolphin - welcoming ath-
letes, support staff, volunteers
and all stake holders associat-
ed with KIBG 2026. The Khelo
India Beach Games, organ-
ised by the Union Territory of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu, is being held
under the technical supervi-
sion of the Sports Authority of
India and national sports fed-
erations. More than 1,100 ath-
letes will compete in eight dif-
ferent sports — volleyball, soc-
cer, sepak takraw, kabaddi,
pencak silat, Open water
swimming, mallakhamb and
tug-of-war. The first six will be
medal sports and 32 gold
medals will be up for grabs.
While wishing good luck to
the athletes and congratulat-
ing the Union Territory for

hosting KIBG 2026, PM Modi
said: “The Khelo India Beach
Games occupy a special place
in India’s sporting landscape.
Beach and coastal sports
demand physical endurance,
mental strength and the abili-
ty to perform under constant-
ly changing conditions. By
bringing emerging disciplines
to the forefront, these Games
expand the horizons of Indian
sport and create new path-
ways for talent to be discov-
ered, recognised and nur-
tured.” PM Modi lauded the
UT oragnisers for choosing
Ghogla Beach as a venue.
“The choice of Ghoghla
Beach, a Blue Flag certified

beach, as the venue is particu-
larly noteworthy. Sport, when
hosted in harmony with
nature, becomes a powerful
medium for both athletic
achievements and environ-
mental awareness. This set-
ting reminds us that excel-
lence and sustainability
progress together.” The Khelo
India Beach Games 2026 were
declared open by the Hon’ble
Lt Governor, Union Territory
of Jammu & Kashmir, Shri
Manoj Sinha after the parade
of athletes and the ceremonial
torch relay by four athletes
who have excelled in beach
sports — Don Remedios (beach
football), Payal Parmar (beach

volleyball), Ajish Patel and
Jalpa Solanki (both tug-of-
war). The torch was officially
placed by Shri Sinha and the
Hon’ble administrator of
DNH & DD and
Lakshadweep, Shri Praful
Patel. Shri Sinha highlighted
how Jammu and Kashmir
has found its prominence
through the Khelo India
Beach Games. Shri Sinha
said: It gives me immense
pleasure to inform you that
the first Khelo India Beach
Games 2025, held at this very
beach, witnessed an excep-
tional performance by the
players from Jammu and
Kashmir. Competing in pen-

cak silat, our athletes brought

great pride by securing a total
of nine medals.” “Since 2014,
the Union Territory

Administration has under-
taken remarkable develop-
ment initiatives in Diu. These
include the redevelopment of
the INS Khukri Memorial, the
achievement of Blue Flag cer-
tification for Ghoghla Beach,
and significant progress in
strengthening both urban
and rural infrastructure.
These efforts reflect the
administration’s strong com-
mitment to sustainable devel-
opment and tourism promo-
tion,” Shri Sinha said. PM
Modi once again reiterated
the transformative power of
sports. “Today, India is wit-
nessing a deep transforma-
tion of its sporting culture.
Across the country a renewed
emphasis on institutional out-
reach, grassroots participa-
tion and cultural change is
reshaping how sporting tal-
ent is identified and support-
ed. Modern infrastructure,
scientific training methods
and transparent competition
platforms are increasingly
accessible to young athletes,
irrespective of background or
geography.”

A sharp critic over the years,
former India cricketer
Sanjay Manjrekar revisited
Virat Kohli's decision to
hang up his boots in Test
cricket, after seeing England
star Joe Root smash his 41st
hundred in the format.
Together with Root, Steve
Smith and Kane Williamson,
Virat Kohli formed the 'Fab
4' in the longest format. But
Kohli is the only player from
the quartet to have quit Test
cricket. Manjrekar, in a
video on his Instagram
account, questioned Kohli's
decision to quit Tests instead
of fixing his flaws, while con-
tinuing to play the 'easiest
format' ODIs. "Well, as Joe
Root attains new heights in
Test cricket, my mind goes
to Virat Kohli. He's walked
away from Tests, and it's
unfortunate that in the five
years that he struggled
before retiring, he didn't
quite put his heart and soul
into finding out the prob-
lems as to why he was aver-
aging 31 for five years in
Tests. That is for another
time as to what he could
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Virat Kohli Quit Instead Of Fixing
His Flaws, Chose To Play 'Easiest
Format': Sanjay Manjrekar

have done. But I just feel sad
that people like Joe Root and
Steve Smith, Kane
Williamson are really mak-
ing a name for themselves in
Test Cricket,” Manjrekar
said on his Instagram han-
dle. Explaining his stance,
Manjrekar said that he had
no problem if Kohli had quit
all three forms of the game.
But the fact that he chose to
stick with the 'easiest format'
ODIs but refused to fix the
mistakes he was making in
red-ball cricket baffled him.
"It was okay, Virat Kohli just
walked away from cricket,

N
retired from all cricket. But
that he's chosen to play one-
day cricket actually disap-
points me more, because this
is a format which, for a top-
order batter, I've said before
as well, is the easiest for-
mat." "The format that really
tests you is first, obviously,
Test Cricket, and T20 cricket
has its different challenges.
The other thing is because
he's so fit, supremely fit, you
feel even more that he could
have maybe continued his
fight, you know, to get back
into form, even if he was left
out of a series.

Mustafizur Rahman's Reaction To IPL Row

Revealed: "Person f Different Level"

L,

It has been an eventful few
days for Bangladesh cricket
team fast bowler Mustafizur
Rahman. He was excluded
from the Kolkata Knight
Riders squad ahead of the
IPL 2026 on the advice of the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI). The decision
led to a massive controversy
and the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) decided to
request the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to shift
their T20 World Cup 2026
games from India to Sri
Lanka. While the topic has
been dominating headlines,
Mustafizur was in action for
Rangpur Riders in the ongo-
ing Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL). He had a tough
start to the season but played
a big role in guiding the
Riders to victory over Dhaka
Capitals. Mohammad

Ashraful, who is guiding
Riders as assistant coach in
the ongoing BPL, revealed
that Mustafizur has been
‘completely chill' despite the
ongoing controversy. "He
(Mustafizur) is completely
chill. He is not worried at all
about all the offfield talk -
whether it's BCB, India, BPL.
or ICC," Ashraful was quoted
as saying by Cricbuzz. "Right

now he is focused on playing
for Rangpur Riders and after
this whatever assignment
comes next, he will focus on
that. He is a person of a differ-
ent level," he added. Ashraful
will also be working with
Mustafizur in the national
set-up as he is currently the
batting coach of Bangladesh.
"If you talk about Mustafizur
in the first two matches his

performances were a bit
below par but especially the
way we won the last match
against Dhaka was an out-
standing victory. And the
way Mustafizur bowled those
last two overs - I think he is a
world champion for this for-
mat, that's how important he
is," he said. Mustafizur's
national side teammate
Mohammad Saifuddin also
echoed similar sentiments by
Ashraful. "We had our last
match against Rangpur
Riders and after the game we
were having dinner together
and I called him to sit with
me. We thought he would be
disappointed but that is hard-
ly the case," Saifuddin told
reporters following a practice
session. "He was hearing
music and seemed to be
relaxed like the way he
always does."

BANGLADESH RECEIVE 'T20 WORLD CUP REVENUE'
WARNING AMID ONGOING CONTROVERSY

Former Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) general secre-
tary Syed Ashraful Haque,
who also served as CEO of the
Asian Cricket Council (ACC),
weighed in on Bangladesh's
decision to not travel to India
for the upcoming T20 World
Cup 2026. Bangladesh cited
'security concerns' as they
requested the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to shift
their matches from India to
Sri Lanka. The request came
just after IPL side Kolkata
Knight Riders released
Bangladesh fast bowler
Mustafizar Rahman follow-
ing the request from BCCI
Haque explained that Indian
government can assure
'head-of-state' level security
for the Bangladesh cricketers
and in that case, the ball will
once again be in Bangladesh's

court. He added that if
Bangladesh stick to their
stance of not travelling to
India and decided to opt out of
the World Cup, they will miss
out on the revenue share and
may also get into a conflict
with BCCI. "In this case, I
believe the Indian govern-
ment will say that they will
provide 'head-of-state' level
security for Bangladesh.

Then the ball will come again
to our court. Then we will
decide whether we will travel
or not," Ashraful told The
Daily Star. "Based on my
experience, with only one
month remaining before the
tournament, relocating ven-
ues is an extremely uphill
task. Moreover, if
Bangladesh does not play - or
if the ICC refuses relocation

and Bangladesh opt out - the
board is unlikely to receive
its share of World Cup rev-
enue. This could also lead to
direct conflict with the

BCCL," he explained.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
banned the broadcast of IPL's

upcoming season to protest
pacer Mustafizur Rahman's
ouster from the world's
biggest T20 league on BCCI
instructions amid a steady
deterioration of the country's
diplomatic ties with India. A
statement from the informa-
tion and broadcast ministry
of Muhammad Yunus' inter-
im government here stated
that no "logical reason" was
given by the BCCI while
instructing IPL franchise
Kolkata Knight Riders to
release Rahman from its
2026 roster.

MI Cape Town Seek
Revival Against In-form
Joburg Super Kings

Game 15 of SA20 Season 4
will see two titans collide
when MI Cape Town and
Joburg Super Kings meet

in the "El Clasico" at
Newlands on Tuesday. The
form of the two respective
teams heading into this
much-anticipated show-
down could not be more
contrasting. MI Cape
Town's championship
defence is hanging on by
the barest of margins with
Robin Peterson's team yet
to claim a victory in five
attempts thus far this sea-
son. In stark contrast,
Joburg Super Kings have
enjoyed a fairytale start to
their season. Stephen
Fleming's team have
surged up the table, win-
ning three matches on the
bounce, with the sole blip
being a rain-affected game
last Saturday at the
Wanderers. Their confi-
dence is buoyed further by
a thrilling Super Over vic-
tory against the Durban
Super Giants. MI Cape
Town captain Rashid Khan

has certainly not given up
hope of his team reaching
the playoffs and believes
they still have time to get
their campaign back on
track, starting against the
high-flying JSK. "We still
have an opportunity to
qualify," said Rashid Khan.
"In T20, you can't think
about the past.
"Individually everyone is
experienced and they know
how to manage themselves.
We have to come with the
right mindset and need to
forget where on the table
we are. "I feel like if we can
lose four games in a row
then we can win four in a
row too." This season has
seen the emergence of new
heroes in the JSK camp,
notably US international
Shubham Ranjane, who
has been nothing short of a
revelation. With a remark-
able average of 82.0 to his
name and a maiden Betway
SA20 half-century, Ranjane
has quickly made a name
for himself in South
African cricket.

'Ajit Agarkar Should Be Given 10/10': Harbhajan

Singh's

Former Indian cricket team
spinner Harbhajan Singh
praised BCCI chief selector
Ajit Agarkar for the decisions
taken regarding the T20 World
Cup 2026 squad. The BCCI
selection panel stunned every-
one with a number of contro-
versial decisions including the
call to exclude Shubman Gill.
Wicket-keeper batter Ishan
Kishan was also rewarded for
his form in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy as he was included
alongside Sanju Samson.
Harbhajan said that he felt a
bit bad for Gill before adding
that Agarkar should be given
full marks for picking a good
side for the competition. "The
team is really good. I had told
that Ajit should be given 10/10
for the team. I felt a little bad
for Shubman, but he will get
more chances soon. All the
players are match winners in
their own right. Hope we can

O SBlLife

because we have that team,"
Harbhajan Singh told ANI.
The ex-India star also backed
skipper Suryakumar Yadav to
perform at the top level
despite not enjoying a good
run of form lately. He also
weighed in on the perform-
ance on certain players and
said that Abhishek Sharma,
Hardik Pandya and Jasprit
Bumrah can win matches on

FIRST

al _on
their own. "Suryakumar has
not made many runs, but
when the WC comes, we will
need big players to fire. He will
shine bright in that big match.
Abhishek (Sharma) can win
you matches on your own.
The form Hardik (Pandya) is
in, he is a key player. We also
have Arshdeep (Singh) and
(Jasprit) Bumrah in pace."
Harbhajan Singh opined on
the split coaching in India fol-

Stunning 'T20 World Cup' Take

lowing their poor performanc-
es in Test cricket under head
coach Gautam Gambhir.
India suffered two whitewash-
es at home in the last two
years. The Asian Giants suf-
fered a humiliating 0-3 loss to
New Zealand in 2024, followed
by a 02 thrashing at home by
South Africa in 2025, under
head coach Gautam Gambhir.
New Zealand's 30 whitewash
also marked the end of India's
great Test empire, which had
been well guarded by leaders
like MS Dhoni, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma for over a
decade. The NZ whitewash
cost a once well-settled India a
place in the ICC World Test
Championship 2025 final, and
the latest setback to the
Proteas could also end up cost-
ing them a berth in the mar-
quee one-off Test champi-
onship clash, depending on
how further results go.

"Never Seen That In My Life': England Great Stumped By
Steve Smith's Bizarre Request To Brydon Carse In Sth Test

Steve Smith showed his
class on Day 3 of the fifth
Ashes Test in Sydney,
remaining unbeaten on 129
as Australia stretched their
first innings lead to 134
runs. However, it wasn't
entirely smooth-sailing for
the Australian stalwart. In a
bizarre incident during the
day, Smith was seemingly
distracted by the sunlight
deflecting off Brydon
Carse's sunglasses and
entering his eyes. This led to
Smith asking Carse to turn
his sunglasses around and
wear them over the back of
his head, a request which
the latter accepted. "Carsey!
Can you just turn your
glasses around? On the
back," said Smith, as could
be heard over the stump

mic. Former England cap-
tain Michael Vaughan
expressed his surprise at
Carse obliging to Smith's
request. "That's very nice of
Brydon to do so. Don't think
there's any regulation for
the way you put on your
glasses? I've never seen that
before in my life. Brydon

Carse should just put them
on. I can't believe he's actu-

ally said, 'Ok, no problem',
Vaughan said, speaking on
commentary. Smith, who
was batting on 51 at that
point, went on to pile fur-
ther misery on the England
bowling attack. The 36-year-
old slammed 15 boundaries

and a six, reaching 129 off
205 balls at Stumps on Day 3.
Travis Head hit a swash-
buckling 163. It was the
destructive opener third ton
of the series, to go with the
phenomenal match-winning
123 he made in Perth and 170
at Adelaide. Australia lead
the series 3-1 and have
already retained the Ashes,
with England desperate for
another morale-boosting
win after victory at the pre-
vious Test in Melbourne.
"Nice batting wicket out
there. Nice to start my
innings on the back of a
great innings from Travis
Head," Smith told Fox
Sports. "When you're out
there with him they forget
about you and I was able to
get into my work.

Battle of the Sexes
'brought eyes on tennis'

Aryna Sabalenka defended
her 'Battle of the Sexes'

match  against Nick
Kyrgios after she opened
her 2026 season with a 47-
minute victory against
Cristina Bucsa. Women's
world  number one
Sabalenka lost 6-3 6-3 to
Kyrgios in a much-publi-
cised exhibition match in
Dubai last month.
Belarusian Sabalenka, a
four-time major winner,
said it helped her fitness
after she swept aside
Spain's Bucsa, ranked 28th
in the world, 6-0 6-1 in the
second round of the
Brisbane International.
"When you play against a
guy, the intensity is com-
pletely different,"
Sabalenka said.
"Especially when there is
Nick, who is drop-shotting
every other shot, you move
a lot, so there was a great
fitness for me." The match
was widely criticised, with
Wimbledon champion Iga
Swiatek saying this week
that it did not have "any-
thing to do with social
change", following the
original 'Battle of the
Sexes' between Billie Jean
King and Bobby Riggs in

1973. But Sabalenka said
the match "brought so
many eyes on tennis". "It
wasn't about proving
something to anyone. It
was able to show that ten-
nis can be really huge," she
said. "That exhibition, it
was fun. It was a great
challenge."  Sabalenka,
who received a first-round
bye in Brisbane, will face
Romania's Sorana Cirstea
in round three. The
Australian Open starts on
18 January. GB's Boulter
and Kartal win in
Auckland British number
four Katie Boulter started
her season with victory
over Ukraine's Yuliia
Starodubtseva at the ASB
Classic in  Auckland.
Playing her first match
since October - and her
first under new coach
Michael Joyce - Boulter tri-
umphed 6-3 6-3 in the first
round. Given a main
draw wildcard for the
WTA 250 tournament, she
will face top seed Elina
Svitolina of Ukraine next.
Boulter missed out on a
place in the main draw of
the Australian Open after
falling out of the world's

top 100.
HE R
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A Complete Sankranthi Family

Entertainer with Vintage Chiranjeevi

We will see the vintage
megastar in 'Mana Shankara
Vara Prasad Garu'. This is a
clean, full family fun film.
Everyone will enjoy it with
children and family:
Producers Sahu Garapati,
Sushmita Konidela
Megastar Chiranjeevi and hit
machine Anil Ravipudi are
going to entertain the audi-
ence with the wholesome
family entertainment Mana
Shankara Vara Prasad Garu'.
Adding to the excitement,
Victory Venkatesh is playing
a key role. Produced by Sahu
Garapati and Sushmita
Konidela under the banners
of Shine Screens and Gold
Box Entertainments, the film
stars Nayanthara as the
female lead, while Smt.
Archana is presenting the
film. The film's promotions
are going on wonderfully.
The trailer and songs have
greatly increased the expec-
tations on the film. 'Mana
Shankara Vara Prasad Garu'
will be released grandly
worldwide on January 12as a
Sankranthi gift. On this occa-
sion, producers Sahu
Garapati and Sushmita
Konidela shared the film's
features in a press confer-
ence.

The censoring took place yes-
terday, didn't it? How is the
report?

-A very good report was
received. The movie was
enjoyed a lot. Clean film. Full
family fun. They said it was a
movie that everyone can
watch with their children
and family.

It's a film made by two big
stars together.. What kind of
response is being received
from fans after the trailer
was released?

-Both fans are enjoying it.
There is also a wonderful
response from social media.
Both  Chiranjeevi and
Venkatesh worked together
very happily.

Sushmita garu. This is a very
big project.. How did you
enjoy this process?

-This is a milestone project.
We feel very honored to do
this project. Doing it in my
father's core genre and Anil's
taking on that genre is
superb. The journey with
Sahu garu is beautiful. This
is a milestone project that I
enjoyed a lot. I wish this com-
bination continues again.
With this movie, it seems like

Nanna has opened a new tal-
ent box. Fans say that it is
like what they saw in the
movie Rowdy Alludu. His
performance in this movie is
very fresh, reminiscent of
vintage charm.-My father

focused on losing weight and
fitness. He looked very
charming. This made it easy
for us to design costumes for
him. Also, Anil wanted to
show him in a certain style.
He also gave alot of input. We

all worked with the same
vision.

Sahu garu.. There are many
movies for Sankranti.. I hear
that there will be trouble in
theaters?

- We have running distribu-
tors. Our film has been in the
pipeline since before
Sankranti. However, when so
many films are coming out, it
isnatural that one or two the-
aters will decrease.
Otherwise, there has not
been much of a problem with
theaters until our film.

Sushmita garu.. What is
Venkatesh garu's role going
to be like?

-Venkatesh will be seen in a
big impactful character. The
fun will increase even more
after his arrival. A very
important character. A rich
character with a lot of enter-
tainment.

Sahu garu. What will
Chiranjeevi's role be like?
-The trailer has shown
shades related to
Chiranjeevi's character. His
character has fun, action,
emotion, and all the commer-
cial elements. There are
many wonderful comedy
scenes between Venkatesh
and Chiranjeevi.
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HONORING A LEGEND -
REMEMBERING BA RAJU ON
HIS 66TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Today, January 7th, marks the 66th birth
anniversary of BA Raju, a man who was truly
the well wisher of the Telugu film industry.
For 40 years, he was not just a person work-
ing in cinema, he was an institution in him-
self. Whether acting as a journalist, a Public
Relations Officer (PRO), a publisher, or a pro-
ducer, he remained at the top of his game.
What made him truly special was his nature.
In an industry that can be very competitive,
he was a friend to everyone. From top stars
and directors to newcomers, he treated
everyone with equal respect and love, often
acting as a mentor to help shape the careers
of many heroes and heroines. BA Raju’s pro-
fessional journey was nothing short of amaz-
ing. He began his career looking after public-
ity for Superstar Krishna and eventually
became the publicity in charge for over 1,500
films, playing a massive role in their success.
His legacy in journalism is equally impres-
sive. After working for several daily papers,
he launched his own magazine, Super Hit
Weekly, in 1994 with his wife, B. Jaya. His
dedication was so immense that he ran the
magazine for 27 years without ever missing a
single issue until his last breath. In 2001, he
expanded his horizons by establishing the
Superhit Friends and RJ Cinemas banners
with his wife. Together, they moved their
operations to Hyderabad and produced suc-
cessful, lovely movies such as Premalo
Pavani Kalyan, Chantigadu, Lovely, and
Vaisakham. Beyond production, he was
known as the "Knowledge Bank" of the indus-
try. He did not need a computer to find facts,
he had release dates, theater runs, and box
office collections right at his fingertips. As a
leader, BA Raju served as the president of the

Film Critics Association, where he was
always there to protect and help fellow jour-
nalists. If anyone faced financial trouble or
needed emotional support, he was the first to
offer a helping hand. While he maintained
close relationships with everyone, he shared
a very special bond with Evergreen
Superstar Krishna and Superstar Mahesh
Babu. Although BA Raju is no longer with us,
his work continues to thrive. He established
the popular web portal IndustryHit.com, and
his famous X (Twitter) account continues to
provide updates to nearly 7 lakh followers.
His son, Shiva Kumar B, is now carrying the
torch forward and is revamping the Superhit
Friends and RJ Cinemas banner to announce
new films with popular stars soon.

Audience Acceptance in Strong Roles Is
My Biggest Success: Deepshikha Chandra

Deepshikha Chandran, who
starred as the heroine in the
blockbuster Mark, has
become the talk of the town.
Deepshikha, who impressed
everyone with her excellent
performance and impressive
screen presence, has become
everyone's favorite. She
recently shared the high-
lights of the film in a press
conference.

Your performance in the
movie 'Mark' is getting a
super response. How does it
feel to be recognized as amass
heroine at the beginning of
your career?

-I am really feeling grateful.
The response from Mark has
given me a lot of encourage-
ment. The tag of mass heroine
seems like a blessing rather
than a pressure. The fact that
the audience has accepted me
in strong characters is a huge

achievement in my career. I
want to move forward by
choosing roles that challenge
me.

A film with Kiccha Sudeep is
a big opportunity. How was it
working with him?

-1 feel really honored.
Working with Kichcha
Sudeep garu is like a learning
school. His discipline, focus,
and the respect he gives to his
co-artists are amazing. His
presence on the set is very
motivating. Being such a big
star, he gets along with every-
one. He encourages me a lot
when it comes to acting.
Even though you have a
Chennai background, you are
working in Tamil, Kannada
and Telugu films. Don't you
feel any difficulty in terms of
languages?

-It felt a bit challenging in the
beginning. But language is

i !

Shikhar

Who is Sophie Shine? Shikhar

Dhawan’s soon-to-be wife

Dhawan, the former Indian

ly worked as a product con-

been living together for over a

cricketer, is set to marry his
long-time girlfriend, Sophie
Shine, in February 2026. The
wedding will take place in the
third week of February in the
Delhi-NCR region. The event
is expected to be a grand cele-
bration with many famous
people from the cricket and
film industries attending.
Although most of the wedding
details are being kept private,
sources say that Dhawan is
personally involved in the
planning process.

® Who is Sophie Shine?
Sophie Shine was born in 1990
in Ireland. She has a strong
academic background, having
earned a degree in Marketing
and Management from the
Limerick Institute of
Technology. Sophie previous-

sultant and also held the posi-
tion of second vice president
at Northern Trust
Corporation in Abu Dhabi.
She is currently the Chief
Operating Officer of the
Shikhar Dhawan Foundation,
the charitable arm of
Dhawan’s company, Da One
Sports.

® How Dhawan and Sophie
Met

Shikhar Dhawan and Sophie
Shine first met a few years ago
at a restaurant in Dubai. They
became friends, and their rela-
tionship grew over time. They
started sharing their love
story with the public during
the 2024 IPL season when
Sophie accompanied Dhawan
to the stadium. The couple has

year now and is committed to
building a future together.
They made their relationship
official on social media in 2025,
sharing photos and videos
with their fans.

® Dhawan’s Previous
Marriage

Before Sophie, Shikhar
Dhawan was married to
Ayesha Mukherjee, an
Australia-based kickboxer.
Dhawan and Ayesha were
married in 2012 and have a
son, Zoravar, born in 2014.
However, the couple sepa-
rated in 2021 and got
divorced in 2023. Dhawan
has spoken about his past
relationship, calling it a
learning experience and
saying he is now ready for a
fresh start with Sophie.

Charming Star Sharwa, Sakshi Vaidya’s
Lovely Number Bhalle Bhalle From Nari
Nari Naduma Murari Unveiled

Charming Star Sharwa’s
upcoming wholesome fami-
ly entertainer Nari Nari
Naduma Murari, directed by
Ram Abbaraju, will be grac-
ing the theatres in 8 more
days on January 14th, and
the promotional activities
are already in full swing.

Produced by
Ramabrahmam Sunkara
under the AK
Entertainments banner in
association with

Adventures International
Pvt. Ltd.,, the film stars
Samyuktha and Sakshi
Vaidya as the female leads.
The makers begin the musi-
cal promotions. The first sin-
gle, Bhalle Bhalle, composed
by Vishal Chandrashekhar,
is out now, and it instantly
captures the joyful essence
of young love. Sung by
Haricharan and penned by
Ramajogayya Sastry, the
track blends playful lyrics
with a soulful melody, per-
fectly reflecting the chem-
istry between Sharwa’s
charming, verbose hero and
Sakshi’s traditional, heart-
warming character.
Visually, the song is a treat.
Set against the lush land-
scapes of Kerala, the vibrant
frames highlight the cou-
ple’s blossoming romance,
with every gesture and
smile amplifying the festive,

chooda-mucchataina vibe of
the track. The combination

of rich visuals, melodic
instrumentation, and
expressive vocals makes
Bhalle Bhalle a memorable
musical moment. As the
first glimpse of the film’s
soundtrack, this song sets a
high bar. King Of
Entertainment Sree Vishnu
played a special role in the
movie co-starring Satya,
Sunil, and Sudarshan in
important roles. Coming to

the technical crew- cine-
matography is handled by
Gnanasekhar VS and
Yuvaraj, while Vishal
Chandra Shekar scores the
music. Bhanu Bogavarapu
provided the story,

with Nandu Savirigana con-
tributing dialogues. Art
direction is managed by
Brahma Kadali. Ajay
Sunkara takes on the role of
co-producer, and Kishore
Garikipati is the executive
producer.

Ram Charan wishes A.R.
Rahman on his birthday

Mumbai: Actor Ram Charan
extended warm birthday
wishes to music maestro A.R.
Rahman, expressing grati-
tude for the musical magic
the composer has brought to
his upcoming film Peddi.
Ram took to Instagram,
where he shared a picture
with Rahman, who turned 59
on Tuesday. Ram Charan
shared a heartfelt note for the
Oscar-winning composer,
wishing him good health,
happiness and “endless
music”. “Wishing @arrah-
man sir a very Happy
Birthday. May this year
bring you great health, happi-
ness and endless music.
#ChikiriChikiri was just the
beginning. Can’t thank you
enough sir...for the magic
you’ve woven for #Peddi,” he
wrote. Talking  about
“Peddi”, the film is directed
by Buchi Babu Sana. Filmed
under the working title of
RC16, it was officially
announced as “Peddi” in
March 2025. Ram Charan in

the titular role is paired with
Janhvi Kapoor in an ensem-
ble cast featuring Shiva
Rajkumar, Jagapathi Babu
and Divyenndu. The original
score and soundtrack album
are composed by A. R.
Rahman. The film is sched-
uled to release on 27 March
2026. Meanwhile, Rahman,
who 1is nicknamed “Isai
Puyal” and “Mozart of
Madras”, is a recipient of six
National Film Awards, two
Academy Awards, two
Grammy Awards, a BAFTA
Award, a Golden Globe
Award and the Padma
Bhushan. With his in-house
studio Panchathan Record
Inn, Rahman’s film-scoring
career began during the early
1990s with the Tamil film
Roja. Following that, he went
on to score several songs for
Tamil language films, includ-
ing Mani Ratnam’s political-
ly charged Bombay, the
urban Kaadhalan, Thiruda
Thiruda, and S. Shankar’s
debut film Gentleman.

Rukmini Vasanth unveiled as the Mellisa from
Yash’s Toxic: A Fairytale for Grown-Ups

Yash's Toxic: A Fairytale for Grown-Ups
continues to establish itself as an evolving
extravaganza that grows darker, deeper,
and more daring. The saga of its intrigue
takes an exciting turn as the big ticket
action drama unveils Rukmini Vasanth as
the graceful, commanding and unflinch-
ing Mellisa. This film marks her striking
collaboration with Yash under the distinc-
tive cinematic gaze of Geetu Mohandas.
Known for her intelligence-driven per-
formances and emotional depth,
Rukmini’s introduction signals a perform-
ance that finds space within Geetu’s lay-
ered, atmospheric storytelling, and Yash’s
ambition to make an Indian film that
matches global standards in scale and
offers a universal resonance in its story-
telling. Following the unveiling of the
arresting first looks of Kiara Advani as
Nadia, Huma Qureshi as Elizabeth,
Nayanthara as Ganga, and Tara Sutaria as
Rebecca, Toxic: A Fairytale for Grown-Ups
deepens its immersive realm with the
introduction of Rukmini Vasanth as
Mellisa. Set against the backdrop of a
vibrant, hazy party in the late 1960s,
Mellisa moves with an air of absolute self-
assurance. Her expression is focused—a
sharp, determined gaze that pierces
through the surrounding festive chaos.
While the world around her is fluid and
drifting, she is focused, navigating the
room with a stride that commands the
floor. With each reveal, the film sharpens
its edge, expanding its emotional terrain
and cinematic scale, cementing Toxic one
of the most anticipated Indian films of
2026. Geetu Mohandas says, “What I
admire most about Rukmini is her intelli-
gence as an actor. She doesn’t just perform
, she processes. She asks questions, not out
of doubt but out of curiosity. It pushes me
to think deeper and sometimes even my

own choices as a director. Watching her
work reminds me that intelligence on
screen often lies in what is left unsaid.
Between shots, I often see her quietly writ-
ing in her journal , capturing thoughts,
small anecdotes from the set.
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