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Plot to kill Burkina 
Faso leader foiled, 

says junta

Virat Kohli Gets 
Mobbed By
Crowd Upon Arrival 
In Vadodara
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Himanta meets Shah to 
discuss Assam polls; NDA 
seat-sharing likely to be 
finalised by Feb 15

ININBRIF
Gold biscuits and 
cash worth Rs 21.87 
crore seized
Agartala (TSIT): In a major 
crackdown on smuggling of 
gold and financial crimes, 
the Assam Rifles, in a joint 
operation with the 
Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI), seized gold 
biscuits and unaccounted 
Indian currency worth Rs 
21.87 crore in Tripura, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. A 
defence spokesman said that 
acting on secret inputs, the 
joint operation was conduct-
ed at Shantipara in the heart 
of the capital city and in 
Dhaleswar on the outskirts of 
the city and arrested three 
persons, identified as Kunal 
Jaiswal, Ajay Naha and 
Rakesh Das. He said that dur-
ing the operation, gold bis-
cuits weighing approximate-
ly 14 kg, valued at around Rs 
19 crore, along with Indian 
currencies amounting to Rs 
2.87 crore, were recovered. 
“The successful seizure was 
carried out by Assam Rifles 
and DRI based on specific 
intelligence inputs,” the 
spokesman said. 

5 arrested for 
stone-pelting during 
demolition drive 
near Delhi mosque
New Delhi (TSIT): Delhi 
Police have arrested five 
people in connection with 
the stone-pelting incident 
during the demolition drive 
near a mosque, officials 
said. The incident occurred 
near the Faiz-e-Ilahi Mosque 
in the Turkman Gate area, 
close to Ramlila Ground, 
where authorities launched 
an anti-encroachment oper-
ation. According to officials 
of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD), 
the drive was conducted to 
clear unauthorised struc-
tures from land adjoining 
the mosque and nearby 
areas, in compliance with 
directions issued by the 
Delhi High Court on 
November 12, 2025. The 
demolition exercise began 
in the early hours of 
Wednesday, with a heavy 
presence of civic staff and 
police personnel. Officials 
stated that between 10 and 
17 bulldozers were 
deployed as part of the 
operation. As the demoli-
tion got underway, a large 
number of residents gath-
ered outside the mosque, 
raising slogans and pro-
testing against the action.

INDORE WATER CRISIS:
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India's 'Reform Express'
continues to gain momentum: 
PM Modi on GDP growth
NEW DELHI (TSIT) : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday said that India's 
"Reform Express" continues 
to gain momentum, as official 
figures showed that real GDP 
has been estimated to grow 
by 7.4 per cent in FY 2025-26 
against the growth rate of 6.5 
per cent during FY 2024-25. 
According to the National 
Statistics Office (NSO), nomi-
nal GDP is estimated to grow 
at 8.0 per cent in FY2025-26.In 
an X post, PM Modi said: 
"This is powered by the NDA 
Government’s comprehen-
sive investment push and 
demand-led policies"."Be it 
infrastructure, manufactur-
ing incentives, digital public 
goods or ‘Ease of Doing 
Business’, we are working to 
realise our dream of a pros-
perous India", the Prime 
Minister emphasised.The 
buoyant growth in the ser-
vices sector has been found to 
be a major driver with a 
robust growth of 9.9 per cent 
at constant prices in FY 2025-
26 for financial services, real 
estate, professional services, 
and public administration.

Trade, hotels, transport, 
and communication & ser-
vices related to the broadcast-
ing sector have been estimat-
ed to grow by 7.5 per cent, the 
official statement said. 
Manufacturing and construc-
tion in the secondary sector 
have been estimated to 
achieve a growth rate of 7 per 

cent, while the agriculture 
sector growth rate is estimat-
ed at 3.1 per cent. Real Private 
Final Consumption 
Expenditure (PFCE) has been 
estimated to attain a growth 
rate of 7 per cent during FY 
2025-26, backed by the income 
tax exemptions announced in 
the Budget for 20205-26 and 
subsequent GST rate cuts 
across goods and services.

'Sir, may I see you 
please?' Trump 
recounts PM Modi's 
'request' for Apache 

Washington (TSIT) US 
President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday (local time) boasted 
about India-US defence coop-
eration, claiming that India's 
order for 68 Apache attack 
helicopters was delayed by 
five years and that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi per-
sonally raised concerns over 
the long delivery period dur-
ing a meeting with him.
Speaking at the House GOP 
Member Retreat, Trump 
highlighted defence coopera-
tion between the United 
States and India and criti-
cised what he described as 
years-long delays in supply-
ing defence equipment."India 
ordered 68 Apache helicop-
ters. PM Modi came to me 
and said 'Sir, may I see you 
please?' and I said yes," 
Trump said, while recalling 
his interaction with PM 
Modi. Trump also reiterated 
his good relationship with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi; however, he under-
scored PM Modi's unhappi-
ness over the high tariffs 

Polavaram Project works will be 
completed by March 2027: Naidu

Vijayawada (TSIT): 
CM N Chandrababu Naidu 
said here on Wednesday that 
the government will ensure 
all Polavaram Project works 
are completed by March 2027 
and bring it into use by 
December next year.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the project site, the 
chief minister promised to 
finish construction of the dia-
phragm wall by February 15.

“We will take steps to com-
plete all Polavaram Project 
works by next March (2027). 
By December 2027, our goal is 
to bring the project to use,” 
said Naidu, following an aeri-
al survey and inspection of 
the project.Had the dia-
phragm wall been construct-
ed before, it could have been 
completed at a cost of just Rs 
440 crore and the project itself 
could have been completed 
earlier, he said.However, he 
alleged that the government 
change in 2019 ended up as a 
major loss to the project and 
accused the previous YSRCP 
government of neglecting the 
project that resulted in a 

delay of six years.
Observing that the alleged 

delays inflated the cost, Naidu 
said that an additional 
amount of Rs 1,000 crore was 
required for the diaphragm 
wall.The Andhra CM alleged 
that only 2 per cent of works 
were progressed between 2019 
and 2024, after 72 per cent of 
works were completed 
between 2014-19.

Likewise, he noted that the 
works related to the main 
canal were almost complete 
and efforts are on to finish 
embankment works by June.

Further, the CM directed 
officials to complete 
Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement (R&R) works in 
the next 12 months and to 

hasten the acquisition of land 
required for resettlement.

Highlighting that the 
‘largest’ inland water-
ways will be established, 
Naidu said tunnel connec-
tivity will be increased in 
the Polavaram left and 
right canals. channel 
water to Visakhapatnam 
from the Polavaram 
Project, the CM noted that 
Vizag and Anakapalli dis-
tricts will be made fertile.
Likewise, he noted that all 
the minor irrigation proj-
ects and checkdams run-

ning along Polavaram 
Project canals will be 
filled with Godavari River 
water.Telangana govt to 
seek interim stay on 
Pollavaram project.

The project expansion is 
staunchly opposed by the 
Revanth Reddy-led Telangana 
government in the Supreme 
Court, saying that it can be 
executed in accordance with 
the original plan and that any 
additional works are illegal.

On January 6, a bench led 
by Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi asked both 
Telugu-speaking states to 
consider mediation on the 
issue and advised Telangana 
to bring its objections to the 
notice of the statutory com-
mittee formed by the Centre.

Telangana will seek an 
interim stay at the Supreme 
Court, contending that the 
dispute was not limited to 
issues of water sharing and 
did not fall within the juris-
diction of any tribunal consti-
tuted under the Inter-State 
Water Disputes Act, 1956. 

CM Revanth unveils 
CM Cup–2025 poster

Hyderabad (TSIT) Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
on Wednesday unveiled the 
poster of CM Cup–2025 
(Second Edition) at Jubilee 
Hills, marking the launch of 
one of Telangana’s largest 
grassroots sports initiatives.
The event was attended by 
Minister Vakiti Srihari, 
SATS Chairman Shivasena 
Reddy, Special Chief 
Secretary Jayesh Ranjan, 
Principal Secretary to the 

Chief Minister Srinivasa 
Raju, and Sports Authority of 
Telangana (SATG) Managing 
Director Sony Bala Devi.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Minister reiterated 
the state government’s com-
mitment to promoting a 
strong sports culture at the 
grassroots level and encour-
aging youth participation 
across both urban and rural 
areas of Telangana.

According to the schedule 

announced, CM Cup–2025 
competitions will be held in 
phases, starting with village-
level events from January 17 
to 22, followed by mandal-lev-
el competitions from January 
28 to 31. Constituency-level 
matches will take place from 
February 3 to 7, district-level 
events from February 10 to 14, 
and the state-level finals from 
February 19 to 26.

The Sports Authority of 
Telangana will organise com-
petitions in 44 different sports 
disciplines, offering a wide 
platform for young and 
emerging talent from across 
the state.The CM Cup aims to 
identify and nurture sporting 
talent while promoting fit-
ness, discipline and competi-
tive spirit among the youth, 
in line with the government’s 
vision for sports development 
in Telangana.

ASSURING CHANNEL ASSURING CHANNEL 
WATER TO WATER TO 

VISAKHAPATNAM FROM VISAKHAPATNAM FROM 
THE POLAVARAM THE POLAVARAM 
PROJECT, THE CM PROJECT, THE CM 

NOTED THAT VIZAG NOTED THAT VIZAG 
AND ANAKAPALLI AND ANAKAPALLI 

DISTRICTS WILL BE DISTRICTS WILL BE 
MADE FERTILE.MADE FERTILE.

This is powered 
by the NDA 

Government’s 
comprehensive 

investment 
push and 

demand-led 

policies".

PM MODI

Cong demands answers on WHO cholera guidelines, 
claims death toll has increased

Bhopal, Jan 7 : Congress on 
Wednesday asserted that the 
crisis involving contaminat-
ed water in the Bhagirathpura 
area of Indore persists, follow-
ing yet another reported 
death. The party has inquired 
whether the Madhya Pradesh 
government has notified the 
World Health Organisation in 
accordance with internation-
al protocols, given that "chol-
era bacteria have allegedly 
been confirmed".

Congress media cell chief 
and former Minister Mukesh 
Nayak highlighted the latest 
fatality, stating that 20 inno-
cent lives have been lost and 

over 1,000 people severely 
affected due to contaminated 
water in Indore's 
Bhagirathpura and surround-
ing areas. Terming it "crimi-
nal negligence" by the BJP 

government, Nayak accused 
the administration of sup-
pressing actual death figures 
and showing insensitivity.

Nayak highlighted that 
state Congress president 

Jitu Patwari and Leader of 
Opposition Umang Singhar 
visited affected families, 
who expressed deep 
anguish. Despite Chief 
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav 
being in charge of Indore, 
only four families have 
received Rs 2 lakh compen-
sation each, he said.

“With cholera bacteria 
reportedly confirmed,” 
Nayak questioned, “whether 
the state informed the World 
Health Organisation as per 
international protocols", 
demanding immediate clarifi-
cation from state and central 
health departments.



2CHENNAI
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026Nation

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

SCR Stenographers’ Association holds annual 
general body meeting in Secunderabad

The South Central Railway Stenographers’ 
Association held its Annual General Body 
(AGB) Meeting on January 7, 2025, at the 
Railway Sports Complex, Secunderabad, 
to commemorate Sir Isaac Pitman, the 
God of Stenographers.

Dr. M. Raghavaiah, General Secretary 
of NFIR/SCRES, attended the meeting as 
the chief guest. The programme was con-
ducted under the leadership of T. Anil 
Kumar, Zonal President, and J. 
Ramakrishna, Zonal Secretary.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. 
Raghavaiah appreciated the contribution 
of stenographers to the railway organisa-

tion and their role in strengthening 
employee welfare. On the occasion, he 
felicitated seven retired stalwarts of 
South Central Railway Stenographers by 
presenting them with “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” mementoes and 
certificates, in recognition of their 
decades-long dedicated service towards 
the welfare of stenographers.

The meeting witnessed the participa-
tion of association members from across 
the zone and concluded with a reaffirma-
tion of commitment to uphold profes-
sional excellence and unity among ste-
nographers.

Rising Employment, Unequal Pay: 
Telangana’s Women Workers Speak.

BY AUTHOR .VAISHALI  TIWARI

R
i s i n g 
Employment , 
Unequal Pay- 
T e l a n g a n a ’ s 

Women Workers Speak.
d o c x  N o n e
Women’s participation 
in the workforce in 
Telangana has shown a 
steady and encouraging 
rise in recent years. 
However, this progress 
continues to be over-
shadowed by deep-root-
ed wage inequality, 
especially in the infor-
mal sector, as reflected 
in official data and 
ground-level interac-
tions with women work-
ers across the state.
According to the 
Periodic Labour Force 
Survey (PLFS) 2023–24, 
female labour force par-
ticipation has gained 
clear momentum. Urban 
female labour force par-
ticipation rate (LFPR) 
stands at approximately 
50–51 per cent, while 
rural participation 
remains significantly 
lower at 25–26 per cent. 
The women’s workforce 
participation rate (WPR) 
has nearly doubled over 
the last seven years—
from 22 per cent in 2017 
to 40.3 per cent in 2024. 
Overall LFPR during 
the period July 2023 to 
June 2024 was recorded 
at nearly 60 per cent, 
highlighting a broader 
shift toward increased 

economic engagement.
Despite this quantita-

tive rise, wage parity 
remains elusive. 
Multiple studies and 
sector-wise data indi-
cate that women work-
ers in Hyderabad earn 
30 to 40 per cent less 
than their male counter-
parts on average. In sec-
tors such as retail and 
manufacturing, the 
wage gap ranges 
between 15 and 17 per 
cent, while in the IT sec-
tor it fluctuates between 
10 and 17 per cent. 
Although the disparity 
is relatively lower in 
healthcare and pharma-
ceuticals—around 10 
per cent—it remains 
persistent. Agriculture 
continues to record the 
highest wage gap, 
reflecting entrenched 
gender inequalities in 
traditional occupations.
Data from TeamLease 
Digital and the National 
Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO) reveal that 
women often earn only 
60 to 70 per cent of male 
wages. Experts attribute 
this to women’s over-
representation in lower-
paying roles, limited 
access to leadership 
positions, and frequent 
mid-career dropouts due 
to work–family pres-
sures and lack of institu-
tional support.

The situation is even 
more concerning in the 
informal sector, where 
regulation and enforce-
ment are weak. Women 
workers here reportedly 
earn 20 to 60 per cent 
less than men for simi-
lar work, despite work-
ing long hours under 
strenuous conditions. 
Many earn as little as 
Rs.5,000 per month—far 
below Telangana’s mini-
mum wage benchmark 
of Rs.12,000.

Savita Devi, a gar-

ment factory worker 
from Nacharam Chilaka 
Nagar, shared her expe-
r i e n c e :
“I come early every day 
and work till evening. 
There are around 3,000 
women workers here. 
Men doing the same 
work earn about 
Rs.14,000, but women 
are paid only Rs.9,500. 
After factory work, we 
also have household 
responsibilities, but 
n o t h i n g 
changes.”Echoing her 
concerns, Arjun, a local 
factory worker, 
said,“Women operate 
the same machines and 
work as hard as men, 
but they are always paid 
less, even when they 
work long hours.”

Repeated attempts to 
seek a response from 
officials of the 
Hyderabad Labour 
Department regarding 
wage disparities and 
enforcement of mini-
mum wage norms did 
not receive any reply, 
raising questions about 
monitoring mechanisms 
and accountability.

While Telangana’s ris-
ing female workforce 
participation signals 
social and economic 
progress, the persistent 
wage gap underscores a 
troubling reality. 
Employment alone does 
not guarantee empower-
ment. Without strict 
enforcement of labour 
laws, transparent wage 
structures, and gender-
sensitive workplace pol-
icies, women’s growing 
presence in the work-
force risks becoming a 
statistic devoid of true 
equality. Bridging the 
gap between participa-
tion and fair pay 
remains an urgent chal-
lenge for policymakers, 
employers, and society 
at large.

DR. G. DURGAPRASAD RAO
SENIOR HOMEOPATHIC 
PHYSICIAN, HYDERABAD.

W
inter … the 
hunter of 
heart health ! 
Heart attacks 

and Heart failures are 
more common in winter. 
Severe cold weather and 
sudden cold winds 
increase the risk of heart 
attacks. This season sees 
the highest number of 
heart attack cases, along 
with a higher incidence of 
heart-related deaths. Cold 
winds and lifestyle chang-
es affect the heart. 
Reduced activity , drowsi-
ness, laziness, and pro-
longed periods of inactivi-
ty due to the cold can 

increase the risk of heart 
problems. Nowadays, 
heart problems are affect-
ing people of all ages, 
regardless of age.  The 
winter season in particu-
lar, acts as a trigger for 
heart attack problems in 
yourh . Cold , stress and 
unhealthy habits are 
among the reasons for 
heart attacks during win-
ter. Due to extreme cold, 
blood vessels, especially 
the coronary arteries, con-
strict to keep the body 
warm.  Reduced physical 
activity and less sweating 
during this period lead to 
increased blood volume 
and higher blood pressure. 
The metabolism slows 
down due to the cold, and 
the effect of certain hor-
mones increases the ten-
dency of blood clotting, 
which can block blood 
flow in the heart's arteries, 
thus increasing the risk of 
heart attacks. Winter 
affects the cardiovascular 
system in many ways. 
Those with underlying 
heart conditions should be 
very careful during this 
season. Elderly people, 
those with high blood 
pressure, diabetes, and 

pre-existing heart condi-
tions should be especially 
careful.  In people with 
coronary artery disease, 
'angina' (chest pain) is 
more likely to occur dur-
ing winter. Due to the cold 
weather, blood vessels 
constrict (vasoconstric-
tion), and as a natural 
response, blood pressure 
increases, the demand for 
oxygen supply to the heart 
increases, and the heart 
beats faster because it can-
not adequately supply the 
body with the required 
blood. This increases the 
stress on the heart and can 
lead to a stroke. Another 
common problem is 
'arrhythmia'. Due to sud-
den temperature changes, 
irregular heart rhythms 
occur in winter. Cold air 
irritates the heart's elec-
trical system, causing 
abnormal rhythms in vul-
nerable individuals.

Reduced physical activ-
ity, increased consump-
tion of fried and spicy 
foods, and high stress lev-
els during winter also 
harm the heart.  Body 
weight should be kept 
under control, because 
excess weight, especially 

in young people, increas-
es the heart rate, thereby 
putting a strain on the 
heart.How to manage 
heart problems during 
winter to avoid complica-
tions?

Wear warm clothes to 
prevent body tempera-
ture from dropping. Do 
light exercises like walk-
ing and yoga. Meditation 
is also very helpful. Quit 
smoking and reduce or 
eliminate alcohol con-
sumption. 

Consume plenty of 
fresh, nutrient-rich foods, 
pulses, fruits, nuts, and 
whole grains. Drink plen-
ty of water (lukewarm), 
even if you don't feel 
thirsty. Reduce meat con-
sumption. Take your pre-
scribed medications reg-
ularly. Many people 
neglect their health, 
thinking everything is 
fine and there's no need 
to consult a doctor. 
Sometimes, they reduce 
their medication on their 
own without medical 
advice. This can sudden-
ly put their health at risk. 
It's important to under-
stand that we may not 
notice the problem until 

heart failure occurs.
Elderly people, those 

with heart disease, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, 
those who are over-
weight, extremely weak, 
under mental stress, or 
who work outdoors for 
extended periods should 
not ignore any discom-
fort caused by the cold 
weather. They should 
take appropriate precau-
tions and seek medical 
advice if necessary.
* Regularly check your 
blood pressure, sugar, 
and cholesterol levels.
* If you experience 
chest pain, difficulty 
breathing, or dizzi-
ness,
* Pain radiating to the 
left arm, neck, jaw, 
and back,
* Unusual fatigue,
* Sudden weakness or 
lightheadedness,
If these symptoms per-
sist, consult a doctor 
immediately.
With these small chang-
es, you can significantly 
reduce the risk of heart 
attack during the winter 
season. Premature 
deaths can also be pre-
vented !

WHY HEART ATTACKS ARE COMMON IN WINTER ?

ARCI scientist delivers invited lecture on advanced 
battery materials at GITAM

hYDERABAD : Dr. 
Bulusu V. Sarada, 
Scientist ‘G’ and Head of 
the Centre for Advanced 
Materials and Batteries 
(CAMB) at the 
International Advanced 
Research Centre for 
Powder Metallurgy and 
New Materials (ARCI), 
delivered an invited lec-
ture on “Advanced 
Research on Energy 
Storage Materials and 
Devices: Innovations in 
Batteries and Super-
capacitors” at the GITAM 
School of Science, 
Hyderabad, on January 
7, 2026.

Organised under the 
Translating Research 

into Technology and 
Transfer to Indian 
Industries programme, 
the lecture focused on 
recent advancements in 
lithium-ion, sodium-ion, 
lithium–sulfur batteries 
and super-capacitors. Dr. 
Sarada highlighted key 
challenges and innova-

tions related 
to energy 
d e n s i t y , 
s a f e t y , 
cycling sta-
bility, ion 
t r a n s p o r t 
and cost 
o p t i m i s a -
tion, along 
with the role 
of nano-
structured 

materials and advanced 
fabrication techniques.

She also elaborated on 
ARCI’s indigenous 
research initiatives, 
including the develop-
ment of cobalt-free cath-
odes, sodium-ion batter-
ies, lithium–sulfur sys-

tems and pouch cell fabri-
cation, underscoring 
their industrial relevance 
and technology readi-
ness.

The session offered 
valuable insights into 
sustainable energy stor-
age technologies for stu-
dents and faculty. Prof. 
B . V . R .  T a t a , 
Distinguished Professor, 
GITAM, and Prof. T. 
Vishwam, Head of the 
Department of Physics, 
felicitated Dr. Sarada. 
The programme was 
coordinated by Dr. P. M. 
Swarup Raju, Associate 
Professor, Department of 
Physics, GITAM School 
of Science.

Hyderabad: In a major 
breakthrough for millet 
research, scientists at the 
Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) have successfully 
decoded the world’s first 
c h r o m o s o m e - s c a l e 
genome of little millet, 
significantly strengthen-
ing India’s scientific 
leadership in millet 
research. The achieve-
ment was accomplished 
by the Global Centre of 
Excellence on Millets 
(Shree Anna) at the 
ICAR–Indian Institute of 
Millets Research (IIMR), 
Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with the University 
of Saskatchewan, the 
National Research 
Council of Canada, and 
the University of 
Agricultural Sciences, 
Bengaluru.

Little millet, a climate-
resilient crop tradition-
ally grown in dry and 
marginal regions, is 
known for its low water 
requirement, drought 
tolerance, pest resis-
tance, and high nutri-
tional value, especially 

iron and dietary fibre. 
Until now, limited genet-
ic information had con-
strained efforts to 
improve the crop.
The newly developed 
genome map reveals 18 
chromosomes and more 
than 59,000 genes govern-
ing climate resilience, 
nutrition, yield, and 
grain quality . 
Researchers also anal-
ysed 300 little millet vari-
eties from across India, 
identifying nearly 2.5 
lakh SNP genetic mark-
ers that explain varia-
tions in yield and nutri-
ent content. The findings 

have been published in 
the international journal 
Nature Communications.
This milestone paves the 
way for precision breed-
ing, genomic selection, 
and gene editing, 
enabling the develop-
ment of improved variet-
ies for farmers and the 
health-food sector. As cli-
mate challenges and 
nutritional deficiencies 
persist, the breakthrough 
provides strong scientific 
support to India’s millet 
mission, reinforcing the 
role of little millet in sus-
tainable food and nutri-
tion security.

ICAR Scientists Decode World’s First 
Chromosome-Scale Genome of Little Millet

LIC launches Jeevan Utsav Single Premium plan
Mumbai (TSIT) Life 

Insurance Corporation 
of India (LIC) has intro-
duced a new insurance 
product, LIC’s Jeevan 
Utsav Single Premium 
(Plan No. 883), which 
was launched by LIC 
CEO and Managing 
Director Shri R. 
Doraiswamy on January 
6, 2026.

LIC’s Jeevan Utsav 
Single Premium is a 
Non-Participating, Non-
Linked, Individual 
Savings Whole Life 

Insurance plan. It is a 
single premium policy 
that offers Guaranteed 
Additions during the 
Guaranteed Addition 
period and provides 
guaranteed lifelong 
income along with life-

long risk cover. The 
Unique Identification 
Number (UIN) of the 
plan is 512N392V01.

The plan is available 
for individuals aged 
between 30 days and 65 
years. The minimum 

Basic Sum Assured is 
Rs.5 lakh, with no upper 
limit, subject to under-
writing norms. 
Guaranteed Additions 
accrue at the rate of 
Rs.40 per thousand of 
Basic Sum Assured at 
the end of each policy  
year during the specified 
period.

Policyholders can 
choose between two sur-
vival benefit options — 
Regular Income Benefit, 
offering 10 per cent of 
the Basic Sum Assured 

annually, or Flexi 
Income Benefit, which 
allows income accumu-
lation with interest at 5.5 
per cent per annum, 
compounded yearly. The 
plan also provides com-
prehensive death and 
maturity benefits, loan 
facility, high sum 
assured rebates and 
optional riders.

The plan will be avail-
able for purchase from 
January 12, 2026, 
through both offline and 
online channels.

Himanta meets Shah to discuss Assam polls; 
NDA seat-sharing likely to be finalised by Feb 15
Dhemaji/Dhakuakhana 
(TSIT) Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Wednesday 
said he met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah to 
discuss the seat-sharing 
agreement with NDA 
partners for the upcom-
ing assembly elections in 
the state.

 Speaking to reporters 
on the sidelines of an offi-
cial function, Sarma said 
the BJP is likely to for-
malise its seat-sharing 
arrangement with the 
Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) and other smaller 
NDA allies by February 
15.Last month, Sarma 
had said the finalisation 
of the alliance with exist-
ing NDA partners was 
expected to be over by 
January 15.“Our seat 
sharing and other details 
related to the alliance 
will be finalised by 
February 15. Last night, I 
went to meet the Union 
home minister and dis-
cussed it. Hagrama 
Mohilary (BPF chief) was 
also with me during the 
meeting,” the CM said.

Prior to this meeting, 
UPPL president Pramod 
Boro had also met Shah, 
he added.The CM went to 
Delhi on Tuesday in a 
special flight and 
returned on Wednesday 
morning. “Yesterday, I 
had a long discussion 
with AGP president Atul 
Bora. Our discussions 
are going on. We will 
amicably decide on a 
seat-sharing agreement 
and there will be no issue 
at all,” Sarma said. He, 
however, did not share 
any reason for the delay 
of a month in finalising 
the seat-sharing agree-
ment and other details 

for the elections.
Sarma also said new 

faces always get an 
advantage in every elec-
tion and this time will 
not be different. The BJP 
currently has an alliance 
with AGP, United 
People’s Party Liberal 
(UPPL) and Bodoland 
People’s Front (BPF).

Besides, Rabha Hasong 
Joutha Sangram Samiti 
(RHJSS) and Janashakti 
Party (JP) are also NDA 
constituents in Assam. 
On December 5, Sarma 
said, “I feel we will com-
plete our discussion with 
AGP regarding poll alli-
ance and seat-sharing 

before Magh Bihu.”
In the same manner, 

BJP’s talks with the 
RHJSS and JP would 
also be over by Magh 
Bihu, which is celebrat-
ed usually on January 
13-15, he had said. “My 
target is that all under-
standings with our 
allies should be for-
malised by January 15,” 
the CM had said.

Assembly elections are 
likely to take place dur-
ing March-April. The 
BJP presently has 64 
seats in the 126-member 
House, while its allies 
AGP have nine, UPPL 
seven, and BPF three 
MLAs. In the opposition, 
Congress has 26 seats, 
AIUDF 15, CPI(M) one, 
and one Independent leg-
islator. In August, sever-
al NDA leaders including 
Sarma, Union Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, 
and AGP chief Atul Bora 
had set a target of win-
ning 100 seats, with 
Sarma later claiming the 
ruling alliance had high 
chances in 103 constitu-
encies.

ISI turns to mule 
accounts to revive 
home-grown terror 
in Kashmir

New Delhi, Jan 7 : The 
raids by the Counter 
Intelligence Wing 
(CIK) of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police in 
connection with a 
cyber terror case have 
uncovered scores of 
mule accounts. The 
raids were conducted 
at several locations 
across the Valley. 
During the raids the 
CIK found that there 
were many mule 
accounts in operation. 
The operation was 
aimed at disabling 
these accounts which 
were indulging in 
cyber frauds and also 
facilitating terror 
financing. Acting on 
specific information, 
the CIK raided nearly 
22 locations in the 
Kashmir Valley. An 
official said that the 
raids were aimed at 
identifying people who 
were part of this net-
work. This network 
was illegally routing 
money, which was in 
turn being used for ter-
ror related activities.

PULWAMA POLICE 
BUST MAJOR 
DRUG HAUL

Srinagar, Jan 7: In a signifi-
cant push against the narcot-
ics trade, police in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
recovered 4.5 kilograms of 
charas during a routine patrol 
in the Kulpora area, dealing a 
major setback to drug traffick-
ers operating in the region. 
According to police officials, 
the recovery was made as part 
of ongoing anti-drug opera-
tions aimed at curbing the 
spread of narcotics in the dis-
trict. During the patrol, a sus-
pect identified as Parvez 
Ahmed Dar, son of Ali 
Mohammad Dar and a resi-
dent of Kulpora, was intercept-
ed. A search led to the seizure 
of a powder-like substance 
later confirmed to be charas.
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'FESTIVAL DRAMA':
 NTK's Seeman on DMK–AIADMK corruption 

spat; targets election-time populism
ERODE: Naam Tamilar 
Katchi (NTK) coordina-
tor Seeman on 
Wednesday strongly 
criticised Tamil Nadu's 
ruling DMK and the 
opposition AIADMK for 
hurling corruption alle-
gations at each other, 
calling the political 
slugfest a "tragic farce" 
staged for public con-
sumption.

Addressing reporters 
in Erode, Seeman said 
the two Dravidian 
majors had reduced pol-
itics to a spectacle, hurl-
ing one corruption 
charge after another 
without any genuine 
intent to cleanse public 
life. 'Look at how big a 
tragedy this is. One alle-
gation follows another. 
It is like a drama per-
formed during festival 
season. People can only 
watch it, laugh, and 
move on," he remarked, 
accusing both parties of 
misleading voters 
instead of addressing 

real public concerns.
Commenting on the 

AIADMK–PMK alli-
ance, Seeman said it 
was an arrangement the 
parties had long hoped 
for and described it as 
their "only remaining 
opportunity" in the cur-
rent political scenario.

He reiterated that 
NTK was preparing in 
full earnest for the 
upcoming Assembly 
elections and 
announced that the 
party would unveil its 

candidates for all 234 
constituencies on 
February 21, signalling 
its readiness to contest 
across the state.

Seeman also launched 
a sharp attack on what 
he described as election-
driven populism, par-
ticularly welfare 
announcements linked 
to the Pongal festival.

If the government 
genuinely believed in 
providing cash assis-
tance during Pongal, it 
should have done so last 

year as well, he argued. 
"This is not a real 
Pongal gesture; this is 
an election Pongal," 
Seeman said.

Questioning the ratio-
nale behind the propos-
al to distribute 30 lakh 
laptops, he added that 
such announcements 
were motivated more by 
vote-bank politics than 
by people-centric gover-
nance.

Raising alarm over 
the growing drug men-
ace in Tamil Nadu, 
Seeman said the use of 
ganja and other narcot-
ics had increased sig-
nificantly. He ques-
tioned how such a wide-
spread drug culture 
could expand without 
the knowledge of the 
government.

Seeman also chal-
lenged the DMK’s moral 
authority to speak 
against drugs, pointing 
out that the state itself 
promotes and profits 
from liquor sales.

Reading shapes character, judgement 
and social responsibility: Irai Anbu

CHENNAI: Reading is not a 
mechanical activity but a for-
mative practice that shapes 
character, judgement and 
social responsibility, observed 
V Irai Anbu, former chief sec-
retary, while addressing stu-
dents in Chevalier T Thomas 
Elizabeth College for Women, 
Perambur, The lecture was 
part of the Chennai 
International Book Fair 
(CIBF) 2026.Irai Anbu 
addressed students on the 
theme, ‘Let us read ourselves’, 
blending Tamil linguistic phi-
losophy with insights drawn 
from world literature. He also 
demonstrated how language 
itself can become a tool for 

thought. He also drew exam-
ples from world intellectual 
history stressing on Karl 
Marx and Charles Darwin. He 
contrasted purposeful reading 
with reading driven by greed 
with examples, and also 
showed how literature reflects 
moral choices and inner con-
flicts, making characters from 
classical texts resonate with 
contemporary concerns. He 
also focused on five ‘padi’ 
(steps) for living well and 
drawing on the musical possi-
bilities of Tamil in a manner 
reminiscent of lyricists such 
as Kannadasan. He outlined 
principles aimed at helping 
young people rise in life.

TN issues SOP: Roadshows can’t change route, time; must end in 3 hrs
CHENNAI: The Tamil 

Nadu government has noti-
fied comprehensive 
Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) for pub-
lic meetings and road-
shows, placing full respon-
sibility for crowd safety on 
organisers and prescribing 
stricter conditions for 
roadshows.

The SOP, which has 
been formulated in the 
aftermath of the Karur 
stampede in which 41 peo-
ple were killed on 
September 27 last year, 
stipulates that roadshows 
should be concluded with-
in three hours and audi-
ences should not be made 

to wait more than two 
hours.

The SOPs were issued 
following directives from 
the Madras High Court to 
notify it not later than 
January 5. Additional 
Chief Secretary to the 
Home Department Dheeraj 
Kumar released the 56-page 
document, laying down 
detailed guidelines for 
organising large public 
gatherings in the State.

According to the govern-
ment order, the SOP will 
apply to all public meet-
ings, processions, road-
shows, demonstrations, 
protests, and cultural or 
religious events where the 

number of participants 
exceeds 5,000.After consul-
tation with the police, the 
district collector shall noti-
fy designated locations. In 
Chennai, this responsibili-
ty will rest with the 
Commissioner of Police. If 

the venue of a public gath-
ering is located on a 
national highway or state 
highway, organisers must 
obtain prior permission 
from the authority con-
cerned. Organisers must 
submit a written applica-

tion to the jurisdictional 
police station or the sub-
divisional officer, with 
details of the start and end 
points, the date and time, 
and the expected crowd 
size. For major political 
events where the anticipat-
ed turnout exceeds 50,000, 
applications may be sub-
mitted up to 30 days in 
advance.

After evaluation, the 
sub-divisional police offi-
cer shall grant permission 
at least 15 days before the 
proposed date of the event.

Emphasising accountabil-
ity in the wake of the Karur 
tragedy at TVK chief Vijay’s 
rally on September 27, the 

additional Chief Secretary 
stated that organisers would 
be held fully responsible for 
crowd safety, regulation, and 
management. If the crowd 
exceeds the permitted limit 
or causes damage to public 
or private property, the 
organiser will be solely 
responsible and required to 
compensate for the losses, he 
said.Organisers must deploy 
first-aid booths and ambu-
lances at the venue to pre-
vent untoward incidents. 
Details of the persons in 
charge of civic amenities, 
such as drinking water, sani-
tation, toilets, and refresh-
ments, must also be fur-
nished, the notification said. 

L&O ploy fails in Madras HC, lays bare anti-Hindu 
bias of DMK: TN BJP chief Nainar

CHENNAI: BJP state presi-
dent Nainar Nagenthran on 
Tuesday mounted a sharp 
attack on the ruling DMK 
government, hailing the 
Madurai Bench of the Madras 
High Court for permitting 
the lighting of the deepam at 
the Deepathoon in 
Tirupparankundram hill 
and accusing the State of 
repeatedly acting against 
Hindu religious practices.

In a statement, Nainar 
Nagenthran said the High 
Court, by dismissing the 
DMK government’s appeal 
seeking to block lighting of 
lamp, had once again stood 
firmly on the side of justice 
and constitutional values. 
He said the verdict had 
brought immense relief to 
devotees and reaffirmed that 
the deepathoon rightfully 
belongs  to  the 
T i r u p p a r a n k u n d r a m 
Subramania Swamy Temple.

“The court has delivered a 
clear rebuke to the State gov-
ernment for misusing the 
bogey of law and order to 
suit its political conve-
nience,” he said, adding that 
projecting routine religious 
practices as potential flash-
points was both misleading 

and unacceptable. The BJP 
leader said the ruling had 
categorically rejected the 
DMK’s claims and exposed 
what he termed its manufac-
tured narrative around pub-
lic order.Nagenthran alleged 
that despite facing repeated 
judicial setbacks, the DMK 
government continued to 
pursue what he described as 
a persistent anti-Hindu agen-
da, ignoring court directions 
and reviving the same argu-
ments through appeals. 
“Even after being pulled up 
multiple times by the judi-
ciary, the government shows 
no inclination to correct 
itself,” he said.

Striking a strong political 
note, the BJP state president 
asserted that the DMK’s 
arrogance of power and con-
tinued hostility towards 
Hindu beliefs would ulti-
mately lead to its political 
downfall. “A government 
that repeatedly disrespects 
faith and constitutional pro-
priety will be decisively 
shown the door by the peo-
ple,” he said. The verdict, he 
added, was not merely a legal 
win but a reaffirmation of 
religious rights and judicial 
balance in the State.

‘Weights of gold in bullion’: How the 
ancients invested in precious metals

“All I want is an income of 20,000 
sesterces from secure invest-
ments,” proclaims a character in a 
poem by Juvenal (1st-2nd century 
CE), the Roman poet. Today, 20,000 
sesterces would be equivalent to 
about A$300,000 in interest from 
investments. Anyone would be 
very happy with this much passive 
annual income.

Like today, people in ancient 
times understood that investing 
money could help them consolidate 
and grow their wealth. As the 
Roman novelist Petronius (1st cen-
tury CE) once wrote, "Whoever has 
money sails with a fair breeze, and 
governs his fortune as he wishes."

So, how exactly did ancient peo-
ple invest their money?

A lofty house with hidden silver
In ancient Greek and Roman 

times, there was no stock market 
where you could buy and trade 
shares in a company. If you wanted 
to invest your cash, one of the more 
popular options was to obtain gold 
or silver. People did this to protect 
against currency fluctuations and 
inflation. They usually kept the 
metals either in bullion form or in 
the form of ware like jewellery. 
Storing these items could be risky 
and prone to theft.

The Roman poet Virgil (70-19 
BCE) describes the estate of a 
wealthy person that included “a 
lofty house, where talents of silver 
lie deeply hidden” alongside 
“weights of gold in bullion and in 
ware”. A talent was the largest unit 
of currency measurement in 
ancient Greece and Rome, equiva-
lent to about 25kg of weighed sil-
ver.

Usually the metals were stored in 
a special vault or security cup-
board.

The Roman writer Cicero (106-43 
BCE) recalls how a wealthy lady 
named Clodia would take gold (per-
haps bars or ingots or plates) out of 
a security cupboard when she 
wished to lend money to someone. 
The gold could then be exchanged 

for coinage.
Market booms – and busts
The price of these metals could, 

however, occasionally be subject to 
unpredictable fluctuations and 
crashes in price, though less often 
than currency. The Greek histori-
an Polybius (c. 200-118 BCE) says 
that when a new gold vein was dis-
covered in Aquileia, Italy, only two 
feet deep, it caused a gold rush. The 
new material flooded the market 
too quickly and “the price of gold 
throughout Italy at once fell by one-
third” after only two months. To 
stabilise the gold price, mining in 
the area was quickly monopolised 
and regulated.

When people wanted to trade pre-
cious metals, they would sell them 
by weight. If the gold or silver or 
bronze had been worked into jewel-
lery or other objects, this could be 
melted down and turned into bul-
lion.

People must have delighted in 
owning these precious metals.

The Athenian writer Xenophon 
(c. 430-350 BCE) gives a clue about 
the mindset of ancient silver inves-
tors: "Silver is not like furniture, of 
which a man never buys more once 
he has got enough for his house. No 
one ever yet possessed so much sil-
ver as to want no more; if a man 
finds himself with a huge amount 
of it, he takes as much pleasure in 
burying the surplus as in using it."

A number of Roman wills reveal 
people leaving their heirs silver 
and gold in the form of bars, plates 
or ingots.

Commodities that could not be 
‘ruined by Jupiter’

Aside from metals, agricultural 
commodities were also very popu-
lar, especially grain, olive oil, and 
wine. To profit from agricultural 
commodities, people bought farm-
land and traded the commodities 
on the market. The Roman states-
man Cato thought putting money 
into the production of essential 
goods was the safest investment. 

He said these things “could not be 
ruined by Jupiter” – in other words, 
they were resistant to unpredict-
able movements in the economy. 
Whereas precious metals were a 
store of wealth, they generated no 
income unless they were sold. But 
a diversified portfolio of agricul-
tural commodities guaranteed a 
permanent income. People also 
invested and traded in precious 
goods, like artworks.

When the Romans sacked the 
city of Corinth in 146 BC, they stole 
the city’s collection of famous art-
work, and later sold the master-
pieces for huge sums of money at 
auction in order to bring profit for 
the Roman state.

At this auction, the King of 
Pergamon, Attalus II (220-138 BCE), 
bought one of the paintings, by the 
master artist Aristeides of Thebes 
(4th century BCE), for the incredi-
ble sum of 100 talents (about 2,500kg 
of silver).

Eccentric emperors
Political instability or uncertain-

ty sometimes raised the price of 
these metals. The Greek historian 
Appian (2nd century CE) records 
how during the Roman civil war in 
32-30 BCE, "the price of all com-
modities had risen, and the Romans 
ascribed the cause of this to the 
quarrelling of the leaders whom 
they cursed."Eccentric emperors 
might also impose new taxes or 
charges on commodities, or try to 
manipulate the market. The Roman 
historian Suetonius (c. 69-122 CE) 
tells us the emperor Caligula (12-41 
CE) “levied new and unheard of 
taxes […] and there was no class of 
commodities or men on which he 
did not impose some form of tariff”. 
Another emperor, Vespasian (17-79 
CE), went so far as to “buy up cer-
tain commodities merely in order 
to distribute them at profit”, says 
Suetonius. Clearly, investing in 
commodities 2,000 years ago could 
help build personal wealth – but 
also involved some risk, just like 
today.

In a statement, 
Nainar Nagenthran 
said the High Court 

Bench, by 
dismissing the 

DMK government’s 
appeal, has once 

again stood 
firmly on the

 side of justice and 
constitutional 

values.
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The strategic dilemmas fac-
ing Europe and India today
originate from an increasing-
ly unpredictable and unilater-
al US foreign policy. Beyond
mere criticism of alliances,
Donald Trump has created
deep insecurity among part-
ners once reliant on
American stability. With
Washington shifting toward a
transactional "MAGA
Imperialism", both regions
are navigating a harsher
security environment defined
by US disengagement and the
aggressive reassertion of
spheres of influence.
For Europe, the shock has
been swift and profound. The
2026 renewal of US claims to
annex Greenland, framed as a
"national security necessity"
following the military inter-
vention in Venezuela, has
shattered the illusion of a
rules-based transatlantic
order. By suggesting that
Denmark cannot handle the
strategic demands of the era,
Trump has signalled that his
"Donroe Doctrine" (a 21st-cen-
tury expansion of the Monroe
Doctrine) now views even
European soil through a lens
of American acquisition. This
follows the dramatic January
3, 2026, capture of Nicolás
Maduro during Operation
Absolute Resolve, where the
Venezuelan leader was extra-
judicially rendered to the USS
Iwo Jima.

TThe Growing Russia
Threat For Europe
European leaders now view
the US not as a protector but
as a direct threat to continen-
tal sovereignty. Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk issued
a sharp warning on January
5, 2026, stating that "no one
will take seriously a weak and
divided Europe" and that
without unity, the continent

is "finished". Tusk empha-
sised that such large-scale
events as the US strike in
Venezuela affect the entire
globe, forcing Europe to
"react and prepare for a new
situation".
This shift comes as Russia's
threat grows through cyberat-
tacks and military pressure.
Consequently, Europe is
rearming and distancing
itself from China's economic
influence. The threat is no
longer just a pullback from
NATO; it is an active
encroachment on European
sovereignty that makes the
drive for strategic autonomy
a survival necessity. India
faces a similar challenge.
With waning US support in
the Indo-Pacific, New Delhi
faces increased pressure from
China. While Beijing may
publicly seek tactical harmo-
ny, it continues to strengthen
the military capacity of
India's neighbours. A 2025
Pentagon report confirmed
China delivered 36 advanced
J-10C fighter jets to Pakistan,
effectively compressing
India's decision-making time-
lines and eroding traditional

air superiority buffers. This
collusion underscores that
Beijing's diplomacy cannot be
equated with strategic trust-
worthiness. These insecuri-
ties are collateral effects of a
US policy focused on leverage
over stability. Ironically, they
create a basis for new align-
ment: Europe searches for
partners beyond the Atlantic,
and India seeks to diversify
its cooperation in defence,
technology, and supply
chains. Yet, Russia compli-
cates this emerging Europe-
India alignment.

Moscow's Growing
Dependence On China
For decades, Russia helped
India maintain strategic inde-
pendence. However,
Moscow's growing depend-
ence on China now limits its
autonomy. A partner unwill-
ing to help India earlier is
even less likely to do so now,
as Beijing likely sees Russian
passivity as a green light for
coercion. Recent high-level
summits have been high on
symbolism but delivered little
substance, highlighting
Russia's limited current offer-

ings From a European per-
spective, Russia is now the
principal security threat.
Grey-zone coercion and long-
term decoupling have pushed
Europe into its most serious
military mobilisation since
the Cold War. In this context,
India's deep defence integra-
tion with Moscow limits the
speed and depth of its integra-
tion into sensitive Western
technology ecosystems. India
faces a tough choice: Russian
equipment remains vital, but
overreliance on a weaker,
China-aligned Russia is risky.
Phased diversification
toward European suppliers
offers a balanced path for-
ward. The "American vari-
able" adds further uncertain-
ty. Trump's current stance,
exemplified by the Donroe
Doctrine and the forceful
removal of Maduro, has
unsettled all allies. While this
may offer India transactional
energy opportunities in a US-
controlled Venezuelan oil
market, it reinforces the dan-
ger of relying on a
Washington that prizes uni-
lateral leverage over global
stability.

Something the international press ignores about what has been happening in
Venezuela in recent months is that it has little to do with the country’s internal
problems, or its role in global geopolitics. Venezuela is already a marginal oil
producer. It is politically isolated in Latin America; there is no danger of what
happens in Venezuela being “contagious” for the rest of the region. The regime
in Venezuela was already falling apart. Even Nicolas Maduro’s allies, Russia and
China, had made it clear that they couldn’t care less about what happens in his
country. And Venezuela’s other ally, Iran, has enough to worry about at home.
Of course, American oil companies would love to get their hands on Venezuela’s
vast reserves, especially since Donald Trump could deport the hundreds of thou-
sands of undocumented Venezuelan immigrants in the US. But that wouldn’t jus-
tify what’s happening in that country right now. Furthermore, for Trump and
his “MAGA” (Make America Great Again) agenda, domestic problems must be
addressed first, not issues that are quite irrelevant to his grand American geopo-
litical project. In reality, Trump doesn’t even pretend this is all about “democra-
cy” in Venezuela. I doubt the well-being of the Venezuelan people is something
that keeps him up at night. In fact, he’s never had a problem allying himself with
dictatorships in other parts of the world. And as his own actions at home have
shown, “democracy” has never been particularly relevant to him. All he’s said
so far about Venezuela is about drug trafficking and “narco-terrorism “; but at
the same time, he pardons the former president of Honduras, Juan Orlando
Hernández, who was convicted of being directly responsible for shipping more
than 400 tonnes of cocaine to the US. We already know that consistency isn’t
Trump’s strong suit, but this goes beyond the pale. Meanwhile, he had put a
higher price on Maduro’s head than Osama Bin Laden’s…
Besides drug trafficking and insisting that Venezuela had to return the oil it had
“stolen” from American multinationals (when they were nationalised), Trump
only emphasised the difficulties the Maduro regime placed on the repatriation of
undocumented immigrants.
Furthermore, the US midterm elections are still a way off (they’re only in
November of this year), and while there is a real risk that Trump could lose con-
trol of the House of Representatives, doing this so early in the year wouldn’t
make much sense if that’s what he was aiming to avoid.
This is really about something else: putting more pressure on Cuba, which needs
Venezuelan oil to survive economically. Venezuela not only sells Cuba oil at
very low prices, but under Chávez, and later under Maduro, it has also sent such
large amounts of oil for free (in exchange for doctors and professional assistance)
that Cuba was even able to become an exporter of oil. What truly changed every-
thing was the appointment of Marco Rubio, a Cuban-American from Miami who
has never denied his lifelong political objective: to liberate Cuba, as Secretary of
State. While regime change in Venezuela would be a marginal and temporary
success for Trump, contradicting all his criticisms of US military interventions
in other countries, regime change in Cuba is something else entirely, transcend-
ing even immediate political gains. Rubio has already declared that the Cuban
government is now “in a lot of trouble”.
As everyone knows, the economic situation in Cuba is extremely precarious and
deteriorating steadily. Sixty percent of the population is already without electric-
ity, which is impacting tourism – its main source of foreign currency. Without
Venezuelan oil, which was already arriving in lower quantities than usual, and
without its earnings from tourism, Cuba’s economic situation could become
unsustainable. Furthermore, a regime change in Cuba would ensure Rubio a
strong position as a candidate in the upcoming Republican primaries.

A few years ago, a friend had the
opportunity to move to Dubai, but
he dismissed it outright, saying it
was a "concrete jungle", "soul-
less", "too hot", and that he would
never swap London for Dubai.
However, early last year, he did
exactly that. He moved to Dubai
with his family, and the business
he had set up there has already
begun to show results. "It wasn't
Dubai's sun versus London's
gloomy weather," he told me
recently over the phone. "It was
the ease of doing business versus
endless bureaucratic hassles and
crushing taxes in the UK." My
friend was one of the nearly 1.9
lakh people who moved out of the
UK lock, stock and barrel in 2024-
25, the majority of them heading
to Dubai, Qatar and other Gulf
destinations. They were young
entrepreneurs and salaried pro-
fessionals. Dubai, indeed, is one
of those cities that divides opin-
ion here in the West almost
instinctively. To its critics, it
feels soulless, a concrete jungle
rising out of sand. Others recoil
from its curtailed political free-
doms or dismiss it as a place sus-
tained by money and mammon-
worship. And yet, steadily and

relentlessly, people are moving
there in waves, not for its sandy
beaches and sun but for job and
business opportunities Young
professionals, entrepreneurs,
startup founders, consultants,
investors, freelancers are all mov-
ing with their families and chil-
dren. They are arriving from
India, Europe, Russia, Britain
and other countries. Many are
fully aware of what Dubai is not.
But they are equally clear about
what it offers. Ambition, work,
utmost ease of doing business and
mobility are being redefined in
the 2020s. Why People Are
Leaving Anyway If you disregard
the rhetoric, you will find Dubai's
appeal to be remarkably practi-
cal. Safety. Order. A decent stan-
dard of living without urban
chaos. Infrastructure that works.
Roads that are sans potholes.
Public services that function pre-
dictably. The system is free of
bribery. Digital systems do what
they promise. Above all, it offers
a business environment that does
not exhaust you before you begin.
The arithmetic is brutal and per-
suasive. No personal income tax.
Very low corporate tax. Clear
rules. Minimal bureaucratic the-

atre. In a world where ambition is
often throttled by paperwork,
Dubai offers speed. And speed,
today, is a form of freedom. It is,
because setting up a company, for
example, is not a long ordeal. In
many free zones, a business can
be registered, licensed and opera-
tional in five to seven working
days. Visas, medical tests and
Emirates ID processing are inte-
grated into a single workflow.
What takes months of coordina-
tion in labyrinths of democratic
countries is compressed into a
matter of days. And if you want
the process to be fast-tracked
against higher fees, most services
can be delivered the same day or
the next day. I have been there
only once, almost six years ago,
and my lasting impression was
that the city occupies a strategic
geographic sweet spot. It is nei-
ther fully Western nor fully
Asian, but a bridge between the
two. Eight hours from London. A
little over three from Delhi. Two
from Riyadh, with Doha even
closer. From one base, you can
service Europe, Africa and Asia
without fully exiting any world.
For globally mobile professionals
and founders, this matters.

Perhaps most striking is Dubai's
social reality. People from coun-
tries that glare at each other
across borders elsewhere work
side by side here, and even start
companies together. Pragmatism
often triumphs over border skir-
mishes. My broader impression
was that the city felt culturally
India-dominated. During my trip,
I met an extremely wealthy
Sheikh who effortlessly broke
into fluent Hindi, spoke warmly
about hosting Bollywood stars,
and took pride in celebrating Holi
and bursting crackers on Diwali
with his Indian friends. The
Pandemic That Nearly Broke
Dubai It is easy to forget how
close Dubai came to the edge in
2020. When Covid-19 hit, the city
gasped. Lockdowns paralysed its
tourism-driven economy.
Hospitality collapsed. Real estate
froze. Expo 2020 was postponed. A
survey by the Dubai Chamber
suggested that nearly 70% of busi-
nesses feared closure within
months if restrictions continued.
Comparisons with the 2009 debt
crisis returned with force. Dubai,
a city built on movement, trade
and openness, had suddenly lost
all three. 

Rohit Khanna

"My dear Dadaji... I have
just received my first pay
slip, so I thought that
before touching the money,
I should send you a pres-
ent." On August 30, 1971,
2nd Lt Arun Khetarpal
received his first salary, a
princely sum then of Rs.
685. The same day, he
penned this simple and
beautifully written letter to
his grandfather Chaman
Lal Khetarpal - who him-
self had been a World War 1
veteran - gifting his entire
first salary to him. Less
than four months later,
young Arun, just 21 years
old, was martyred on
December 16, the last day of
the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
'Rookie' to War Hero in 5
Months Arun got his
Indian Army salary for just
five months. A tragically
short career, but what a
career. The young tank
commander who destroyed
10 Pakistani tanks in a sin-
gle day, who refused orders
to fall back even after his
tank had caught fire, and
who made sure the road to
Jammu and Kashmir was
not threatened by the
Pakistan Army, died fight-
ing till his last breath. The
heroism of India's youngest
Param Vir Chakra
awardee has been well cap-
tured in the film Ikkis.
Directed by Sriram
Raghavan, it features
Agastya Nanda, Amitabh
Bachchan's grandson, as
Arun Khetarpal, and late
actor Dharmendra as
Arun's father. Arun's
untimely death made this
letter to his grandfather
even more precious for the
Khetarpal family. It has

been preserved for over 55
years by Mukesh
Khetarpal, Arun's younger
brother.  The 17th Poona
Horse The letter is written
on stationery of the 17th
Poona Horse Tank
Regiment, Arun's first post-
ing after being commis-
sioned that year. Poona
Horse had a proud 200-year-
old history. In the 1965 war,
their Commanding Officer,
Lt. Col. Ardeshir
Taraporewala, had died in
action, earning the regi-
ment's first Param Vir
Chakra. When new officers
of Poona Horse were 'dined-
in', Arun toasted that he
would be the unit's second
Param Vir Chakra
awardee. The unit officers
laughed it off as they had
been drinking, but that is
what happened. The scene
has been re-created com-
pellingly in Ikkis. Arun
had excelled at the
National Defence Academy
in Pune and at the Indian
Military Academy in
Dehradun. "Arun was very
bright. He had even cleared
the IIT exam in 1967, but
wanted to go to NDA, and
fought with our dad over it,
who finally agreed," recalls

Mukesh Khetarpal years
later. "He was gentle and
quite softspoken, but was
obsessed with becoming a
soldier. He loved hearing
World War 1 stories from
our Dadaji." The
Khetarpals were a 'fauji'
family. Arun's dad,
Brigadier Madal Lal
Khetarpal, was an Indian
Army engineer, a World
War 2 veteran who also
fought in the 1948 and 1965
Indo-Pak wars. His great-
grandfather, Ram Narain,
served in Maharaja Ranjit
Singh's Sikh Khalsa army
in the 19th century.
Mukesh Khetarpal has
carefully preserved young
Arun's payslip from
September 1971. Army
salaries used to be modest
back then - Rs 400 was
Arun's basic pay, Rs 160
was his Dearness
Allowance, and Rs 50 'Kit
Allowance', to keep his var-
ious uniforms and army
fatigues, his shoes, belts,
beret, and his rank and
service ribbons, squeaky
clean. He got just Rs 30 as
'Family Separation'
allowance, as army officers
are often posted to sensitive
border areas where their

families cannot be with
them. Of Motorcycles and
Johny Mera Naam... Young
Arun, who studied at The
Lawrence School, Sanawar,
was mindful of some of the
privileges he had as a
young man. "My motorcy-
cle is running very well ...
nobody else over here has
got as many things as I
have. Daddy and Mummy
have made me most com-
fortable ... There is nothing
else that I need today but
your blessings," he wrote to
his grandfather in the let-
ter. Arun also kept some
time aside for 'extra-curric-
ulars': before writing that
letter, Arun had just
watched the Dev Anand
and Hema Malini starrer
Johny Mera Naam, a big hit
back in 1970-71. The letter
closes simply with Arun
asking his grandfather to
stay in touch: "Please do
write when you find the
time. Yours affectionately,
Arun." We don't know
whether Chaman Lal
Khetarpal was able to write
back to his grandson.
Within two months of pen-
ning the letter, Arun had
been mobilised as war
clouds loomed. The 17th
Poona Horse moved to the
Samba district and played
an extensive role in the 1971
war in that sector. The regi-
ment was deep inside
Pakistan on the morning of
December 16; they even
heard over the radio that
the Pakistan Army was sur-
rendering in Dhaka, and
that a ceasefire was immi-
nent. However, as fate
would have it, the Battle of
Basantar did rage on that
day, claiming many lives
on both sides. One of them
was 2nd Lt Arun Khetarpal.

editorial
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Foreign investors will now
be permitted to access
Saudi Arabia’s capital
market starting February
1, the Capital Markets
Authority (CMA)
announced on Tuesday,
January 6, as part of its
broader effort to attract
international capital. The
country’s financial mar-
kets regulator stated that
the changes to existing
stock market laws will
help broaden and diversify
the range of investors
allowed in the main mar-
ket, in turn supporting
investment flows and
improving market liquidi-
ty. The amendments fur-
ther eliminate the concept
of “Qualified Foreign
Investor,” which had pre-

viously restricted direct
market access to interna-
tional institutions or com-
panies that were required
to meet certain size and
experience standards. This
means the international
investors can invest direct-
ly in the country’s capital
market without qualifying
for the previous system,
the statement read.
International investment
exceeded SAR 590 billion
According to the CMA
statement, international
investors’ ownership in
the capital exceeded SAR
590 billion by the end of the
third quarter in 2025.
While investments in the
main market reached
approximately SAR 519 bil-
lion during the same peri-

od, showing exponential
growth compared to 2024,
when the data stood at
SAR 498 billion. The finan-
cial markets regulator said
the approved amendments
are likely to contribute to
attracting additional inter-
national investments. In
2025, the Saudi benchmark
index, referred to as TASI,
fell 12.8 per cent, and is
down a further 1.9 per cent
as of this year. Currently,
the Saudi Exchange, also
known as Tadawul, has 262
listed companies, with the
market capitalisation
reaching SAR 9 trillion.
The changes in the exist-
ing stock market are
aimed at supporting
investment flows and mar-
ket fluidity.

January 2026: Building
upon the success of
Vibrant Gujarat, Marwadi
University is set to become
the host venue for the pres-
tigious Vibrant Gujarat
Regional Conferences
(VGRC). Organised by the
Government of Gujarat,
the conference will be
scheduled from 11th to 12th
January 2026. With the
objective of taking not only
Saurashtra but the entire
state of Gujarat to global
prominence in the field of
education, the university
has submitted a proposal of
?1,000 crore investment
MoU to the Education
Department, Government
of Gujarat. The proposed
investment will support
the development of state-of-
the-art academic infra-
structure, including new
academic blocks with
advanced laboratories,
modern sports facilities,
and next-generation hos-
tels. Additionally, a dedi-
cated 10,000 square feet
centre for innovation and
start-ups will be estab-
lished, along with a sepa-
rate academic block for
continuing education
aimed at working profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs.
Emphasizing the theme
“Vocal for Local”, VGRC
will be organised across

four zones of Gujarat —
North, Saurashtra-Kutch,
South, and Central
Gujarat. The event is also
set to witness global partic-
ipation form countries
including Japan, South
Korea, Vietnam, and the
Netherlands, along with
organizations like JETRO,
ICBC, USISPF, World
Bank, and the Russian
Federation. Expressing
delight at this auspicious
opportunity, Dhruv
Marwadi, Trustee,
Marwadi University,
shared, “It is a matter of

great pride for us to host
the Vibrant Gujarat
Regional Conferences for
the Kutch–Saurashtra
region. As an institution
rooted in innovation,
industry engagement, and
skill development, we are
proud to provide a plat-
form that fosters collabora-
tions between local enter-
prises, start-ups, govern-
ment bodies, and global
investors. We aim to con-
tinuously co-create
Gujarat’s growth story and
contribute to the vision of
Viksit Bharat.”R.B. Jadeja,

Provost, Marwadi
University, shared, “We
are proud to contribute to
Gujarat’s progress and the
larger vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047. VGRC
embodies the true spirit of
connecting local potential
with global opportunities.
Hosting this event is our
commitment to building
these bridges and con-
tributing to Gujarat’s
emergence as a globally
competitive and inclusive
growth engine.”Over the
course of two days, partici-
pants will engage in semi-

nars, exhibitions, MoU
signings, B2B-B2G meet-
ings, buyer-seller meets,
and vendor development
programs. The itinerary
will cover topics including
AI, Digital Marketing,
Sustainability, Circular
Economy, Auto &
Precision Engineering,
etc.Inspired by the legacy
of 10 successful Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summits,
the event will position
Gujarat as a global invest-
ment hub and will give
fresh momentum to the
state’s overall economic
development. With a
strong focus on key sectors
including MSMEs, start-
ups, skill development,
tourism, culture, and food
processing, the conference
aligns with the visions of
Viksit Bharat@2047 and
Viksit Gujarat@2047.
About Marwadi
University: Established as
a leading private institu-
tion in Gujarat, Marwadi
University is committed to
providing world-class edu-
cation across undergradu-
ate, postgraduate, and doc-
toral programs. With NBA
accreditation and a NAAC
A+ grade, the university
emphasizes academic
excellence, research inno-
vation, and holistic student
development.

Featuring the patented
Fruitflow® extract,
Heartisafe is the only natu-
ral antiplatelet with an
EFSA-approved health
claim Mumbai, January 06,

2026:

NRoute, a

leading health and fitness
supplement company, has
announced the launch of its
latest innovation,
Heartisafe. Designed to
enhance cardiovascular

health,

Heartisafe is a

potent proprietary blend of
Fruitflow® (a patented
tomato extract) and Grape
Seed Extract. While conven-
tional heart health advice
often focuses on cholesterol
and blood pressure,
Heartisafe targets a critical
but overlooked factor: blood
flow. The supplement har-
nesses natural bioactive
compounds to smooth blood
platelets and maintain
healthy circulation, which is
essential for a healthy heart.
Science-Backed Preventive
Care Heartisafe distinguish-
es itself through rigorous
scientific backing. The key
ingredient, Fruitflow, is a
water-soluble extract
derived from the jelly sur-
rounding the seeds of sun-
ripened tomatoes. It is the
result of years of research
and over 90 clinical studies.
Developed by Dr. Asim K.
Duttaroy, an internationally
recognized scientist holding
several global patents in car-
diovascular health,
Fruitflow is the only natural
antiplatelet with an EFSA
(European Food Safety
Authority) approved health
claim. It works by prevent-
ing platelet aggregation,
while the added Grape Seed

Extract strengthens blood
vessel walls. Bridging the
Gap in Heart Health Nimish
Thaker, CEO of NRoute,
highlighted the urgent need
for preventive solutions in
the Indian market. "India
has a very high heart dis-
ease burden risk given cur-
rent lifestyles and comorbid
conditions," said Mr.
Thaker. "While we have
seen significant progress on
the curative side, there is lit-
tle available in terms of pre-
ventive daily heart support.
Heartisafe fills that gap." He
added, "We often overlook
the importance of blood
flow, which can change
hourly based on our
lifestyle. Healthy blood flow
requires clear vessels and
smooth circulation to pre-
vent dangerous clots.
Including Heartisafe in your
daily routine is a simple way
to manage this." Availability
and Dosage Heartisafe is
fast-acting, starting to work
within 1.5 hours and lasting
up to 18 hours. The recom-
mended usage is two cap-
sules per day. The product is
available now on the official
NRoute website and
through select retail part-
ners across India. 

JJanuary 2026  : Scoot, the
low-cost subsidiary of
Singapore Airlines,
today announced the
launch of ‘Scoot’s
January Thematic Sale’
starting from 7-12
January 2026, offering
attractive fares across its
extensive network.
Customers can book one-
way economy class fares
from India to Singapore
starting at just INR 5,900,
with onward connections
to popular destinations
across the Asia-Pacific
and beyond.
Promotional fares are
available for booking for
travel between 28
January 2026 and 24
October 2026, covering
exciting destinations
such as Bangkok,
Phuket, Bali, Hong Kong,
Seoul, Sydney, and many
others. With this limited-
time sale, travellers from
Amritsar, Chennai,
Thiruvananthapuram,
and beyond can now
enjoy exciting getaways
at exceptional value.

Some of the featured
fares include:

Chennai to
Singapore from INR
5,900

Tiruchirappalli
to Chiang Rai from
INR 11,900

Thiruvananthapuur
am to Melbourne
from INR 14,900

Visakhapatnam
to Bali (Denpasar)
from INR 9,000

Amritsar to
Hongg Kong from INR
12,000

Coimbatore to
Bangkok from INR
8,900

Travellers from
Amritsar and Chennai
can also enjoy an

enhanced flying experi-
ence on Scoot’s Boeing
787 Dreamliners with
ScootPlus, available
from INR 14,900*.
ScootPlus offers priority
check-in and boarding,
spacious seating with
extra legroom, 15kg
cabin baggage and 30kg
checked baggage
allowances, as well as
30MB of onboard Wi-Fi.
Additionally, KrisFlyer
members booking tick-
ets during the sale can
earn miles on their
Scoot flights, adding
extra value to their jour-
neys Visit Scoot’s web-
site or use the Scoot
mobile app to discover
available flights and
plan your next trip.
With an extensive net-
work of over 60 destina-
tions, customers can
take advantage of these
special fares and
immerse themselves in
diverse cultures, enjoy
delightful cuisines, and
check off their travel
bucket list! 

Hyderabad, January 2026:
IDFC FIRST Bank today
announced the launch of
Zero-Forex Diamond Reserve
Credit Card, a premium trav-
el and lifestyle offering pri-
marily for affluent global
travellers who would like to
get a proposition of Zero
Forex Markup, travel
lounges, accelerated travel
rewards and lifestyle privi-
leges. The key travel and
lifestyle features of the
Diamond Reserve Credit
card are:        0% forex markup
on all international spends.
Earn up to 60 Reward Points
for every ?150 spent on hotel
bookings via the app. With
each Reward Point valued at
?0.25, that’s ?15 back on every
?150 spent—an effective 10%
value back on hotel stays.
Earn up to 40 Reward Points
for every ?150 spent on flight
bookings via the app. That’s
?10 back on every ?150
spent—an effective 6.6%
value back on flight book-
ings.        Earn up to 10 Reward
Points for every ?150 spent on
monthly spends. With each
Reward Point valued at ?0.25,

that’s ?2.5 back on every ?150
spent—an effective 1.66%
value back.        2 domestic
lounge visits and 2 interna-
tional lounge visits per quar-
ter        Up to 2 complimentary
golf rounds or lessons per
month        One
Complimentary Meet and
Greet Airport service on
annual spends of USD 1,000

Buy-One-Get-One movie tick-
et every month        ITC Hotels:
Book 2 nights and get the 3rd
night free        Free trip cancel-
lation cover of Rs. 25000
Insurance cover for lost bag-
gage, delayed flights, Air
Accident cover of Rs. 1 crore,
Personal accident cover of
Rs. 10 lakhs Other Special
Unique features of IDFC

FIRST Credit Cards continue
to apply as follows:
Dynamic interest rates start-
ing at 8.5% p.a., among the
lowest in the category        0%
Interest on ATM Cash with-
drawal globally till payment
due date. Nominal fee ?199 per
withdrawal.        No expiry of
reward points- Lifetime valid-
ity. Freedom to redeem

Reward Points across any e-
commerce or online pur-
chase.        Unlimited earning
— no caps or artificial limits
on reward point accrual
Up to 10X rewards points on
Credit Card spends above Rs.
20,000 per billing cycle        Fuel
surcharge waiver at select
fuel stations Priced at ?3,000 +
GST, the Diamond Reserve
Credit Card delivers a com-
pelling premium proposition
with an annual fee waiver at
?6 lakh annual spends, mak-
ing it effectively free from the
second year onwards.
Shirish Bhandari, Head –
Credit Cards, FASTag &
Loyalty, IDFC FIRST Bank,
said: Diamond Reserve is an
ideal choice for customers
with significant internation-
al travel exposure, who want
a premium card that works
seamlessly both overseas and
in India. With zero forex
mark-up, a strong travel-led
rewards proposition, and an
annual fee waiver at ?6 lakh
spends, it becomes a natural
companion and the primary
card for global travel and
lifestyle.

The Competition
Commission of India
(CCI), the country’s com-
petition regulator, has
found Tata Steel, JSW
Steel, state-run Steel
Authority of India Ltd
(SAIL), and 25 other firms
in breach of antitrust law
by colluding on steel sell-
ing prices, according to a
Reuters exclusive report
published on Tuesday,
December 6.  The October
6, 2025, order by the CCI
also holds 56 top execu-
tives liable for price collu-
sion over varying periods
between 2015 and 2023, put-
ting companies and their
senior leadership at risk of
heavy fines. Among those
named in the CCI’s confi-
dential order are JSW
Steel’s billionaire
Managing Director Sajjan
Jindal, Tata Steel Chief
Executive TV Narendran,
and four former chairper-
sons of SAIL, Reuters
reported. The order, which
has not been made public,
marks a critical stage in
one of the most high-pro-
file antitrust cases involv-
ing India’s steel sector.

What started the investi-
gation The probe began in
2021 after the Coimbatore
Corporation Contractors
Welfare Association
alleged in a Tamil Nadu
court that steel companies
had hiked prices by 55 per
cent during a six-month
period to March 11 that
year. The association,
whose members are
involved in road and high-
way construction, claimed
companies were artificial-
ly boosting prices by
restricting supply to
builders and consumers.
After the public prosecu-
tor determined the matter
fell under competition
law, the judge directed the

CCI to take appropriate
action. In 2022, the watch-
dog had raided some steel
companies as part of its
probe. The investigation
was subsequently expand-
ed to cover as many as 31
companies and industry
bodies, as well as dozens of
executives, according to
the October order
reviewed by Reuters. An
internal CCI note from
July 2025 said officials had
examined WhatsApp mes-
sages exchanged among
regional industry groups
of steel product makers,
which suggested compa-
nies were involved in fix-
ing prices and cutting
down production, the

report said. Penalties
ahead JSW Steel and SAIL
have denied the allega-
tions before the CCI,
according to sources
familiar with the matter
who spoke to Reuters. One
source said JSW had sub-
mitted its response and
rejected the claims. India
is the world’s second-
largest producer of crude
steel. JSW Steel holds
about 17.5 per cent of the
market, Tata Steel around
13.3 per cent and SAIL
close to 10 per cent. Under
competition rules, the CCI
can impose penalties of up
to three times a company’s
profit or 10 per cent of its
turnover for each year of
wrongdoing, whichever is
higher, with individual
executives also facing
fines. The findings will
now be reviewed by senior
CCI officials, after which
companies and executives
will be given an opportuni-
ty to submit objections
before a final order is
issued. Given the scale of
the case, this process
could take several months,
Reuters reported.



6CHENNAI
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

World

The US Coast Guard boarded
two “ghost fleet” tanker
ships in a "meticulously coor-
dinated" operation,
Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem says.
Noem says one ship was in
the North Atlantic Sea while
the other was in internation-
al waters near the
Caribbean. The operations
took place within hours of
each other, she adds. The
tankers, the Marinera and
the Sophia—were "either last
docked in Venezuela or en
route to it", Noem adds. The
Marinera has been trying to
“evade the Coast Guard for
weeks”, she says. Her post
includes a short video show-
ing thermal imagery of peo-
ple appearing to board the
Sophia by descending from a
helicopter. Around 10 people
are then seen on an upper
deck of the vessel. We have
just heard from US Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth on
the seizure of the Venezuela-
linked oil tankers. In a post
on X, Hegseth says: "The
blockade of sanctioned and

illicit Venezuelan oil
remains in FULL EFFECT —
anywhere in the world". He
later shared a similar mes-
sage alongside a video of the
US seizing a second tanker in
the Caribbean sea. The US
has seized a second oil
tanker, this time in the
Caribbean sea, according to
the US Southern Command.
The vessel, a "stateless, sanc-
tioned dark fleet motor

tanker", was apprehended in
a pre-dawn operation, the
military adds. "The interdict-
ed vessel, M/T Sophia, was
operating in international
waters and conducting illicit
activities in the Caribbean
Sea," the US military says in
a statement. "The US Coast
Guard is escorting M/T
Sophia to the US for final dis-
position." The prime minis-
ter’s official spokesperson

says Downing Street won’t
comment on the US opera-
tion involving the Venezuela-
linked Marinera oil tanker.
"We don’t comment on the
operational activity of other
nations, including the third
party use of UK bases”, the
spokesperson told reporters
when asked about the tanker
in the regular Wednesday
briefing following Prime
Minister’s Questions, adding

that the was “a long-standing
position” of UK govern-
ments. This shows Donald
Trump's appetite for unilat-
eral military action remains
undimmed. This was proven
beyond doubt with his mili-
tary aggression against
Venezuela, and he seems to
want to reinforce that mes-
sage by going after those
tankers that he has sanc-
tioned. There are lots of ques-
tions we simply don't know
the answer to, including
what is being carried on the
ship. This operation demon-
strates the US might like to
do things alone, but it also
needs allies. 
It is only able to carry out
operations like this because
it has large military airbases
outside the US from which it
can mount these kind of oper-
ations. We can bring you
some more from the US
European Command now,
which says the seizure of the
vessel supports US President
Donald Trump's
"Proclamation targeting
sanctioned vessels that

threaten the security and sta-
bility of the Western
Hemisphere". "The operation
was executed by DHS compo-
nents with support from
@DeptofWar, showcasing a
w h o l e - o f - g o v e r n m e n t
approach to protect the
homeland." The US
European Command says
the US Department of Justice
and Homeland Security have
"today announced the
seizure of the M/V Bella 1 for
violations of US sanctions".
In a post on X, they add: "The
vessel was seized in the
North Atlantic pursuant to a
warrant issued by a US feder-
al court after being tracked
by USCGC Munro." Two
images published by Russian
state broadcaster RT show a
helicopter close to a ship that
appears to be Marinera.
Features visible on the vessel
in the images, including the
position of the window and
the white and green colour of
the metalwork, are consis-
tent with publicly available
and satellite images of
Marinera.

A plot to kill Burkina
Faso's military leader,
Capt Ibrahim Traoré, has
been thwarted, the West
African nation has
announced. The sophisti-
cated plan had been
hatched by Lt Col Paul
Henri Damiba, the mili-
tary officer ousted by
Traoré in September 2022,
the security minister said
in a late-night broadcast.
"Our intelligence services
intercepted this operation
in the final hours. They

had planned to assassinate
the head of state and then
strike other key institu-
tions, including civilian
personalities," said
Mahamadou Sana, further
alleging that the plot had
been funded from neigh-
bouring Ivory Coast. There
has been no comment from
either Col Damiba or Ivory
Coast. Since seizing power,
Capt Traoré has faced at
least two coup attempts
and is also grappling with
growing jihadist violence
that has forced millions
from their homes. Despite
these challenges and his
authoritarian reputation,
the 37-year-old military
leader maintains strong
popular support and has
gained a following across
the continent for his pan-
Africanist vision and criti-
cism of Western influence. 

Intense snowfall and icy
weather conditions have
caused widespread travel dis-
ruption across Europe, with
six reported killed in weath-
er-related incidents on the
continent. Five people died in
two separate regions of
France as a result of treacher-
ous driving conditions,
authorities said, while one
woman was also killed in
Bosnia's capital, Sarajevo,
after 16in (40cm) of snow fell
on the city. Hundreds of
flights have been cancelled
across Europe, with thou-
sands left stranded at air-
ports in Paris and
Amsterdam. Disruption is
expected to continue into

Wednesday. In France, three
people died in two separate
incidents in Landes, in the
south-west, due to black ice,
authorities said. Two more
died in separate motor acci-
dents in the Paris region.
One was the result of a colli-
sion between a driver and a
heavy goods vehicle in east
Paris, police said. The other
was killed after a taxi driver
hit a kerb due to snow and
plunged into the Marne
river, the outlet said. The
Balkans has also seen snow
and heavy rain. A woman
died in the Bosnian capital
Sarajevo on Monday after a
tree weighed down with wet
snow fell on her, police said.

US President Donald Trump
has been discussing "a range
of options" to acquire
Greenland, including use of
the military, the White
House said. The White
House told the BBC that
acquiring Greenland - a
semi-autonomous region of
fellow Nato member
Denmark – was a "national
security priority". The state-
ment came hours after
European leaders issued a
joint statement rallying
behind Denmark, which has
been pushing back against
Trump's ambitions for the
Arctic island. Trump repeat-
ed that the US "needed"
Greenland for security rea-
sons over the weekend,
prompting Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
to warn that any attack by
the US would spell the end of
Nato. The White House said

on Tuesday: "The president
and his team are discussing
a range of options to pursue
this important foreign policy
goal, and of course, utilising
the US military is always an
option at the commander-in-
chief's disposal." Nato is a
trans-Atlantic military
group in which allies are
expected to go to each other's
aid in case of external
attacks. US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio also told

lawmakers at a classified
briefing on Capitol Hill on
Monday that the Trump
administration did not plan
to invade Greenland, but he
mentioned instead buying
the island from Denmark,
the Wall Street Journal and
other US media reported.
Then on Tuesday, a state
department spokesperson
told the BBC that the US was
"eager to build lasting com-
mercial relationships that

benefit Americans and the
people of Greenland". The
spokesperson added: "Our
common adversaries have
been increasingly active in
the Arctic. That is a concern
that the United States, the
Kingdom of Denmark, and
Nato allies share."
Greenland and Denmark
previously said they had
asked to meet Rubio quickly
to discuss the US claims on
the island. Denmark's
Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen said
speaking to America's top
diplomat should resolve
"certain misunderstand-
ings". On Tuesday, six
European allies expressed
support for Denmark.
"Greenland belongs to its
people, and only Denmark
and Greenland can decide
on matters concerning
their relations.

Venezuelan opposition
leader María Corina
Machado has said her coali-
tion should "absolutely" be in
charge of the country, follow-
ing the US ousting of
President Nicolás Maduro
last week. "We are ready and
willing to serve our people as
we have been mandated,"
Machado said in an inter-
view with the BBC's US part-
ner CBS. She thanked US
President Donald Trump for
his "leadership and courage"
after US forces stormed
Caracas and arrested
Maduro, but said nobody
trusted the deposed presi-
dent's ally, who has been
appointed as interim leader.
Machado and her opposition
movement claimed victory

in 2024's heavily disputed
elections, but Trump has
refused to back her, saying
she lacks popular support.
The former legislator, who
was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize last year, described US
military action in Venezuela
over the weekend as "a major
step towards restoring pros-

perity and rule of law and
democracy in Venezuela".
She said she had not spoken
with Trump this year, but
expressed gratitude to him
for deposing Maduro.
"President Trump's leader-
ship and courage has
brought Nicolás Maduro to
face justice and this is huge,"

she told CBS. Despite her
overtures, the US president
has publicly dismissed
Machado as a credible suc-
cessor to Maduro. "I think it
would be very tough for her
to be the leader," Trump told
a news conference days ago,
referring to Machado. "She
doesn't have the support
within or the respect within
the country. She's a very
nice woman, but she doesn't
have the respect." Machado,
who has been in hiding for
months after being barred
from running in the 2024
presidential elections in
Venezuela, has previously
called for the opposition's
Edmundo González to
assume power after
Maduro's arrest. 

Families of the victims of
a fire at a Swiss bar on
New Year's Eve have
expressed shock after
officials admitted the
venue had not under-
gone safety checks for
five years. Romain
Jordan, who represents
some of the families, said
the "staggering number
of breaches and short-
comings in the inspec-
tions raises the question
of whether the munici-
pality should be investi-
gated with even greater
urgency". Other lawyers
also urged officials to
take responsibility for
the disaster at Le
Constellation bar in
Crans-Montana in which
40 people died and 116
were injured.
Prosecutors believe the
fire started when cham-
pagne bottles with
sparklers attached set
light to sound-insulating
foam on the ceiling. The
two bar managers have
been placed under crimi-
nal investigation, but not
in custody. French cou-
ple Jacques and Jessica
Moretti are suspected of
manslaughter by negli-
gence, bodily harm by

negligence and arson by
negligence. In their first
statement since the fire,
they said they were "dev-
astated" and pledged "full
co-operation" with the
investigation. Venues
like Le Constellation
should have been
checked annually, but
the mayor of Crans-
Montana, Nicolas
Feraud, said on Tuesday
he could not explain why
it hadn't been checked in
so long. "We regret that -
we owe it to the families
and we will accept the
responsibility," he said.
He added that sparklers
would be banned in local
venues. Most of the vic-
tims of the fire were
young - eight under the
age of 16. Many of the
injured have severe
burns and are being
treated in Switzerland
and other European
countries. The funerals
of some of those who
died have been taking
place. Under
Switzerland's political
system, power is distrib-
uted among three levels
of the confederation, 26
cantons and then about
2,131 municipalities.

Aldrich Ames, a CIA offi-
cer who became one of
America's most damag-
ing double agents, has
died aged 84. The former
counterintelligence offi-
cer, who was serving a
life sentence without the
possibility of parole, died
on Monday at the
Federal Correctional
Institution in
Cumberland, Maryland,
CBS News, the BBC's
media partner in the US,
reported. Ames was
jailed on 28 April 1994
after he admitted to sell-
ing secret information to
the Soviet Union and
later Russia. He compro-
mised more than 100
clandestine operations
and divulged the identi-
ties of more than 30
agents spying for the
West - leading to the
deaths of at least 10 CIA
intelligence assets.
Seeking money to pay
debts, Ames said he
began providing the
KGB with the names of
CIA spies in April 1985,
receiving an initial pay-
ment of $50,000. Known
to the KGB by his code
name, Kolokol (The Bell),

Ames went on to identify
virtually all of the CIA's
spies in the Soviet Union,
for which he was well
rewarded. "To my endur-
ing surprise, the KGB
replied that it had set
aside for me $2 million in
gratitude for the infor-
mation," he said in an
eight-page statement he
read to the court. Over
the course of nine years,
Ames admitted receiving
a total of about $2.5 mil-
lion from the Soviet
Union for his betrayal of
the US. The cash fuelled a
lavish lifestyle, with
Ames splashing out on a
new Jaguar car, foreign
holidays and a $540,000
house - despite never
having a salary of more
than $70,000 a year.
Ames's 31-year career at
the CIA began when his
father, an analyst at the
CIA, helped him land a
job there after dropping
out of college in 1962. He
married his first wife, fel-
low CIA agent Nancy
Segebarth, in 1969, before
being sent to Turkey as a
counterintelligence offi-
cer to recruit foreign
agents. 

The Saudi-backed presiden-
tial council in Yemen has
expelled the leader of a sepa-
ratist group and charged
him with treason after he
failed to fly to Riyadh for
talks. Six other members of
the presidency accused
Aidarous al-Zubaidi, head of
the United Arab Emirates-
backed Southern
Transitional Council (STC),
of "undermining the inde-
pendence of the republic". A
Saudi-led military coalition
said Zubaidi "fled" after not
joining STC officials on a
flight from Aden and "moved
a large force" to al-Dahle
province. Coalition aircraft
launched strikes on the
forces in response, it added.
The STC said the strikes,
which reportedly killed four

people, were "unjustified"
and that Zubaidi was still in
Aden. It also expressed con-
cern that contact had been
lost with the group's delega-
tion in Riyadh. The past few
weeks have seen southern
Yemen moving to the brink
of a new conflict, pitting fac-
tions battling the Iran-
backed Houthi movement in
the country's decade-long
civil war against each other
and deepening a rift between
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
STC-aligned forces have in
recent years taken control of
much of the south, which
they want once again to be
an independent state, by
pushing out forces loyal to
the internationally recog-
nised government and the
Presidential Leadership

Council overseeing it. In
December, the STC's forces
launched offensives to seize
the eastern provinces of
Hadramawt and al-Mahra
from the government, say-
ing they were necessary to
"restore stability" in the
south and combat the
Houthis, al-Qaeda and
Islamic State group.

However, Saudi Arabia
warned last week that the
advances near the king-
dom's borders constituted
threats to its national securi-
ty as well as the security and
stability of Yemen. It also
accused the UAE of "pressur-
ing" its separatist allies to
push into eastern Yemen
and expressed support for a

demand from the presiden-
tial council for all Emirati
forces to leave. 
At the same time, the Saudi-
led coalition - which was
formed in 2015 by Arab
states, including the UAE,
after the Houthis seized con-
trol of north-western Yemen
- struck what it said was a
shipment of weapons and
military vehicles for the STC
that had arrived from the
UAE. The UAE expressed
"deep regret" at the Saudi
accusations and denied
there were any weapons,
but agreed to pull its
remaining forces out of the
country. Since then, forces
loyal to the government
have largely retaken con-
trol of Hadramawt and al-
Mahra with the help of

coalition air strikes. In
order to further diffuse ten-
sions, Zubaidi and an STC
delegation had been due to
fly from Aden to Riyadh on
Tuesday night for talks with
the government. However,
the coalition said the plane
left three hours late without
Zubaidi, who "fled to an
unknown location". "The
legitimate government and
the coalition received intel-
ligence indicating that
Zubaidi had moved a large
force - including armoured
vehicles, combat vehicles,
heavy and light weapons,
and ammunition - from the
Jabal Hadid and al-Solban
camps [in Aden] towards al-
Dhale," coalition
spokesman Maj-Gen Turki
al-Malki said in a statement. 
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Unseasonal rain could not
prevent MI Cape Town from
clinching a dramatic four-
wicket (via Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern method) victory
over Joburg Super Kings at
Newlands on Tuesday
evening. MI Cape Town
edged past JSK's revised tar-
get of 128 with four balls
remaining to claim their
much-needed first victory of
the competition. The
Newlands faithful had been
waiting patiently for
Nicholas Pooran to explode,
and the West Indies dynamo
delivered a power-hitting
show of the highest calibre.
Pooran smashed five sixes in
a thrill-a-ball 33 that reward-
ed the crowd that had waited
patiently despite the consis-
tent drizzle. Each six was big-
ger than the previous, with
Pooran's massive heave onto
the top tier of the Members

Stand off Richard Gleeson
destined to live in the memo-
ry of those who witnessed it
for a long while. Pooran ulti-
mately fell on his sword,
being caught on the deep
cover boundary, which left
Rassie van der Dussen (35 off
24 balls, 3x6) having to hold it
together before Jason Smith
injected the momentum MI
Cape Town required with a
boundary-laden 22 off just six

balls, taking the home side to
the brink before Karim Janat
closed out the victory with
four balls remaining.
Intermittent weather had
earlier delayed the match
by an hour before the Super
Kings could begin their
innings after being
inserted by MI
Cape Town. JSK
captain Faf du
Plessis and his

new opening partner James
Vince stormed out of the
starting blocks with a 32-run
partnership off just 2.4 overs
before Vince (15 off 9 balls,
2x4, 1x6) was caught in the
covers off George Linde. Du
Plessis has shown already
that he was in a destructive
mood, striking MI Cape
Town spearhead Kagiso
Rabada for four successive
boundaries in the second
over, and continued to lead
JSK's charge after Vince's
dismissal. The four Player of
the Match candidates were
Corbin Bosch, Faf du Plessis,

Rashid Khan and Nicholas
Pooran, with 'Nicky P' win-
ning 59.7% of the fan vote.
After striking Linde over
long-on, Du Plessis set his
sights on New Zealander
Trent Boult in the final over
before the conclusion of the

Powerplay.

Fans gathered in huge num-
bers to welcome India's star
batter Virat Kohli as he
reached the Vadodara air-
port ahead of the first ODI
against New Zealand. The
host team is set to play a
three-match series against
the Blackcaps in the format.
The first match will be
played on January 11 at the
BCA Stadium, Vadodara.
Kohli, who is active as an
international player only in
ODIs, arrived in the city of
Gujarat on Wednesday. In a
poor turn of events, he got
mobbed by the crowd which
was there to welcome him.

The security personnel
struggled, taking Kohli to
his car outside the airport.
Kohli, the senior pro, recent-
ly returned to the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, competing
in the List A format for the
first time in 15 years. The
former India captain has
been in impressive form, fol-
lowing a strong 131 with a
smooth 77 in his two match-
es. Kohli also surpassed
16,000 runs in List A cricket,
becoming the fastest to
reach this milestone, break-
ing Sachin Tendulkar's
record. Kohli has been in
outstanding form ever since

he returned to international
cricket during the Australia
tour in October last year.
Although his start was slow
with two ducks, he has since
been performing exception-
ally well. In the recent ODI
series against South Africa,
Kohli scored consecutive
centuries and was India's
leading scorer. The right-
handed batter is only 25 runs
short of becoming the fastest
cricketer to score 28,000 runs
in international cricket. He
could join Sachin Tendulkar
and Kumar Sangakkara as
the third player to reach the
milestone. 

7th January, India: Shyam
Steel, one of India’s leading
producers and manufactur-
ers of primary TMT bars, has
announced the appointment
of Harmanpreet Kaur,
Captain of the Indian
Women’s Cricket Team, as its
brand ambassador. The asso-
ciation marks a significant
step for the brand, reinforc-
ing its progressive outlook by
aligning with one of India’s
most respected women lead-
ers in sport. With this part-
nership, Shyam Steel high-
lights its belief that strength
today goes beyond infrastruc-
ture, it reflects mindset,
inclusion, and shared respon-
sibility. Guided by its core
philosophy, “Maksad Toh
Hai India Ko Banana
Hamesha Ke Liye Strong”,
the brand continues to evolve
its narrative by acknowledg-
ing the growing role of
women in shaping key house-
hold and construction-related
decisions. As women increas-
ingly take the lead in deci-
sions around home building,
safety, and long-term invest-
ments, Shyam Steel’s associa-

tion with Harmanpreet Kaur
reflects this shift. Her leader-
ship, resilience, and sports-
manship mirror the brand’s
belief in strength with pur-
pose, responsibility, and long-
term commitment. At the
heart of this association lies
the belief that strong nations

are built on strong choices,
choices made even before
the foundation is laid.
Today, these decisions are
increasingly being led by
women, who prioritise safe-
ty over shortcuts and quali-
ty over compromise.
Through this partnership,

Shyam Steel reinforces its
campaign thought - “Strong
Woman. Strong Steel.
Strong India.” - a reflection
of how responsible deci-
sions build strong homes,
and strong homes con-
tribute to a stronger nation.
Strengthening this commit-
ment further, Harmanpreet
Kaur will also be actively
associated with Shyam
Steel’s Apna Ghar App –
“Neev Se Pravesh Tak”, a
one-stop digital solution
designed to simplify the
entire home-building jour-
ney. 
From planning and material
selection to expert guidance
and execution support, the
app enables homeowners to
make informed, responsible
decisions at every stage, right
from the foundation to final
possession. Harmanpreet’s
association with Apna Ghar
reinforces the platform’s mes-
sage of trust, reliability, and
confidence in making the
right choices while building a
home. Commenting on the
association, Mr. Lalit
Beriwala, Director, Shyam

Steel, said, “This partnership
represents a shared belief in
discipline, determination,
and reliability - values that
define both Shyam Steel and
Harmanpreet Kaur. As a
brand, we have always stood
for strength with purpose,
and Harmanpreet’s leader-
ship on and off the field
reflects this philosophy in its
truest sense.” Adding per-
spective on the growing influ-
ence of women in construc-
tion-related decisions, Mrs.
Megha Beriwala Gupta,
Director, Shyam Steel, said,
“Today, women are no longer
just participants but key deci-
sion-makers when it comes to
building homes and securing
the future of their families.
Our association with
Harmanpreet Kaur, includ-
ing her involvement with the
Apna Ghar platform, cele-
brates this change. She repre-
sents confidence, leadership,
and trust — qualities that res-
onate strongly with modern
Indian women and align per-
fectly with Shyam Steel’s
vision of building a stronger,
more inclusive India.” 

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) top officials
held a high-level meeting
on Wednesday regarding
their stance of not playing
T20 World Cup matches in
India. The meeting was
attended by BCB president
Aminul Islam Bulbul and
Asif Nazrul, the
Bangladesh government's
advisor on Youth and
Sports. In the meeting, it
was decided that
Bangladesh will try to con-
vince the ICC to shift its T20
World Cup matches to Sri
Lanka. Bangladesh are
scheduled to play four T20
World Cup group stage
matches in India (three in
Kolkata and one in
Mumbai). The venue row
started after Bangladesh

pacer Mustafizur Rahman's
release from the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026.
On the instructions of the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI),
Kolkata Knight Riders
released the veteran seam-
er, leaving the Bangladesh
government and its cricket
board fuming. The ICC on

Tuesday had sent a letter to
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board after its request
regarding venue change.
"In its communication, the
ICC has reiterated its com-
mitment to ensuring the
full and uninterrupted par-
ticipation of the
Bangladesh team in the
tournament," the BCB

claimed. "The ICC has con-
veyed its willingness to
work closely with the BCB
to address the concerns
raised and has assured that
the Board's inputs will be
welcomed and duly consid-
ered as part of the detailed
security planning for the
event." In Wednesday's
meeting, Nazrul reiterated
Bangladesh's stand of not
wanting to play in India.
"We don't want to play the
T20 World Cup in exchange
for the honour of our coun-
try or in exchange for the
security of our players and
journalists. The letter that
we have received from the
ICC, after reading that we
feel there is a major securi-
ty concern in India regard-
ing Bangladesh cricketers. 

Brazil forward Neymar
has extended his contract
with Santos until the end
of 2026 as he seeks to earn
a World Cup call-up. The
33-year-old, who returned
to his boyhood club in
January 2025, has not rep-
resented five-time World
Cup winners Brazil since
2023 amid his struggles
with injuries. The former
Barcelona and Paris St-
Germain forward played
through pain to help
Santos avoid relegation
from Brazil's top flight last
season, scoring five times
in their last five matches.
He then had surgery on his
left knee, to repair a dam-
aged meniscus, to boost his
hopes of being included in
Brazil coach Carlo

Ancelotti's plans this sum-
mer. "Santos is my place,
I'm at home," Neymar said
in a video posted on the
club's social media. He told
the fans: "It's with you that
I want to achieve the
dreams that are still miss-
ing." Ancelotti said in
October that Neymar,
Brazil's all-time leading
goalscorer with 79 goals,
must be fully fit to earn a
recall. Neymar spent 12
months out after he rup-
tured his anterior cruciate
ligament (ACL) in October
2023. He was due to make
his return to the
national team last
year after a 17-month
absence but was forced to
withdraw from the squad
with a muscle injury.

B r a z i l
w i l l
f a c e

S c o t l a n d ,
Morocco and
Haiti in Group C at

the World Cup,
which begins on 11
June across
Canada, Mexico
and the United
States.

The sporting ties between
India and Bangladesh
have taken a sharp down-
turn following reports
that the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) offi-
cially removed Indian pre-
senter Ridhima Pathak
from the hosting panel of
the ongoing Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL).
This move is viewed as
the latest ripple effect in a
rapidly escalating diplo-
matic and sporting row
between the two nations.
However, Pathak-a promi-
nent figure in Indian
sports broadcasting-has
refuted these reports, stat-
ing that she voluntarily
withdrew from the T20
league due to the current
political climate. The fric-
tion intensified on 3
January, when the Board

of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) reportedly
directed the Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) to
release Bangladeshi pacer
Mustafizur Rahman from
their squad. In response to
this decision, the
Bangladesh government
announced a nationwide
ban on the telecast of the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) and demanded that
its T20 World Cup match-
es be shifted to Sri Lanka.
Amidst this back-and-
forth between the BCCI
and the BCB, various
Bangladeshi media out-
lets reported that Pathak
had been ousted from the
BPL. Pathak quickly
moved to clarify that the
decision to leave the
competition's panel was
her own.

Wedding bells are ringing
for the Tendulkar family,
with a report confirming
that the wedding date of
Arjun and Saaniya
Chandhok has been
finalised. After months of
quiet whispers and private
celebrations, it has been
confirmed that Arjun is set
to marry his fiancée,
Saaniya, this March. Arjun,
who was recently traded
from the Mumbai Indians to
the Lucknow Super Giants
in the Indian Premier
League (IPL), is all set to
take a big step forward in
his personal life. Saaniya is
a successful entrepreneur
and comes from a promi-
nent background herself.
She is the granddaughter of
the well-known Mumbai
businessman Ravi Ghai.
She has reportedly been a
close part of the Tendulkar
inner circle for quite some
time. The couple actually
took the first step toward
marriage back in August
2025 as they held a secret
engagement ceremony
attended only by their clos-
est family members. The

news only became public
knowledge after Tendulkar
himself confirmed it during
a Reddit AMA (Ask Me
Anything) session. When a
fan asked if Arjun had real-
ly got engaged, the 'Master
Blaster' responded: "Yes, he
did, and we are all very
excited for the new phase in
his life." The wedding festiv-
ities are scheduled to kick
off on 3 March, with the
main ceremony expected to
be held on 5 March 2026.
While the world might be
watching, the event itself is
expected to stay intimate. A
report in the Times of India
has claimed that the cele-
brations will be held in
Mumbai and will remain a
private affair, with a highly
curated guest list consisting
of family, close friends, and
select members of the crick-
eting community in atten-
dance. Arjun Tendulkar's
Cricketing Career Arjun
has carved out a distinct
path in domestic cricket,
transitioning from his early
days in Mumbai to becom-
ing a vital bowling all-
rounder for Goa. 

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) on Wednesday
broke silence on its conversa-
tion with the International
Cricket Council (ICC) over
security concerns pertaining
to the upcoming T20 World
Cup in India. The ICC has
"conveyed willingness to work
closely" with the BCB to
address concerns related to the
team's participation the show-
piece event. This was after hos-
tilities rose between India and
Bangladesh following
Bangladeshi pacer Mustafizur
Rahman's ouster from the IPL
on BCCI's instructions. The
move prompted a livid BCB to
demand that its four World
Cup matches in India be shift-
ed to co-host Sri Lanka in a
written submission to the ICC.
"The Bangladesh Cricket
Board has received response
from the ICC regarding the

Board's expressed concerns
over the safety and security of
the Bangladesh National
Cricket Team in India for the
ICC T20 World Cup, including
the request for relocation of
the team's matches," the BCB
said in a statement. "In its com-
munication, the ICC has reit-
erated its commitment to
ensuring the full and uninter-
rupted participation of the

Bangladesh team in the tour-
nament. "The ICC has con-
veyed its willingness to work
closely with the BCB to
address the concerns raised
and has assured that the
Board's inputs will be wel-
comed and duly considered as
part of the detailed security
planning for the event," it
added. The ICC has not issued
a public response to the BCB

on this subject. The T20 World
Cup starts on February 7 and
Bangladesh are due to play
their four games in Kolkata
and Mumbai. According to
ICC sources speaking to
NDTV, the governing body
has explicitly rejected the
BCB's proposal to shift the
scheduled venues away from
India. 
While tensions remain high
regarding the hosting arrange-
ments, the ICC is opting for a
diplomatic approach, schedul-
ing a series of high-level meet-
ings intended to resolve the
crisis and ensure the matches
can proceed under mutually
agreeable conditions. In a
move to stabilise the situation
and maintain the integrity of
the competition, the ICC has
clarified that it has not asked
Bangladesh to forfeit any
points at this stage. 
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-Mass Maharaja Ravi Teja,
Kishore Tirumala,
Sudhakar Cherukuri, SLV
Cinemas grandly launch the
trailer of their 'Bhartha
Mahasayaluku Vigyaapthi'
Directed by Mass Maharaja
Ravi Teja and Kishore
Tirumala, the family enter-
tainer 'Bharta
Mahasayaluklu Vigyapthi',
produced by Sudhakar
Cherukuri under the banner
of SLV Cinemas, is set to
have a grand release on
January 13. Starring Dimple
Hayathi and Ashika
Ranganath in the lead roles,
the film has already created
a huge buzz with its teaser
and first three songs.
Continuing this momentum,
the film team has now
launched the much-awaited
theatrical trailer. The trailer
starts with a catchy dialogue
saying, "Enough with Ravi
Teja's action movies." This is
a fun indication that he is
returning to the family zone
that the audience has been
missing for a long time. The
story begins with his love for
Aashika Ranganath on a for-
eign tour, and his married
life with Dimple Hayati
takes an unexpected turn.
His journey, torn between
two women and two different
questions, is hilarious and

emotional at the same time.
Director Kishore Tirumala,
who handles family stories
brilliantly, has enhanced the
humor this time with his
trademark freshness.
Comedy, as the main force
driving the story forward,
provides a lively feel-good
vibe to the film. The way
Ravi Teja's soul shows his
difficult situation in the last
sequence sets the humor
tone of the film perfectly.
After mass and action roles,
it is refreshing to see Ravi
Teja in a clean, family-
friendly avatar. He combines
class with swag and elevates

every scene with excellent
comic timing. His acting is
charming and natural.
While Dimple shows strong
intensity in the role of the
possessive wife, Aashika's
role with a modern edge also
stands out. The heroines
impressed in both these roles
with contrasting personali-
ties. On the comedy front,
Satya entertained with
laugh-riot moments. Sunil
and Vennela Kishore further
elevated the fun,
Technically, the film is
vibrant and rich. Prasad
Moorella's cinematography
provides a glossy, colorful

texture, while Bheem's
music elevates the humor-
ous emotion. SLV Cinemas'
production values ??are top-
notch. Sreekar Prasad's edit-
ing and AS Prakash's pro-
duction design add further
strength to the film. 
Overall, the trailer promises
to be a must-see entertainer
for family audiences in the-
aters, with comedy, drama,
emotions, and relatable rela-
tionship confusions.
Speaking at the trailer
launch event, hero Ravi Teja
said, "Hi everyone. Let's cele-
brate this festival with fun
and excitement. 

The makers of Maa Inti Bangaram have
officially announced that the film’s
much-awaited teaser trailer will be
unveiled on January 9th at 10 AM, setting
the stage for what promises to be a pow-
erful and intense cinematic experience.
Headlined by Samantha, Maa Inti
Bangaram marks her reunion with
acclaimed director Nandini Reddy after
the massive success of Oh! Baby, a film
that continues to enjoy enduring popu-
larity among audiences. This new collab-
oration, however, ventures into a com-
pletely different emotional and narrative
space, promising a bold and gripping
family action drama.
Samantha not only plays the lead role but
also serves as a producer on the project,
alongside Raj Nidimoru and Himank
Duvvuru, under the banner of Tralala
Moving Pictures.
The first-look poster, featuring
Samantha in a fierce and commanding
avatar, has already generated strong
buzz across social media, hinting at a
character driven by intensity, strength,
and purpose. Samantha now pushes the
envelope further with a role that com-
bines raw, high-impact action with a
deeply Indian aesthetic. The teaser trail-
er is expected to offer the first glimpse
into this compelling world.
Maa Inti Bangaram features Diganth
and Gulshan Devaiah in prominent
roles, with veteran actress Gautami and
Manjusha playing key characters. The
technical team includes cinematograph-
er Om Prakash, music composed by
Santosh Narayanan, with screenplay
and dialogues penned Vasanth
Maringanti and Raj Nidimoru with
Creative Supervision from the
acclaimed Sita R Menon  .

Sri Ram Films
International presents
Seetha Payanam, a cine-
matic extravaganza direct-
ed by the multi-talented
Action King Arjun.The
film boasts an impressive
cast, including Aishwarya
Arjun, Niranjan,
Sathyaraj, Prakash
Raj,Kovai Sarala, with
Action King Arjun himself
making a special appear-
ance and his
nephew'Action Prince'
Dhruva Sarja, a super star
from kannada film indus-
try playing a special
camio,adds to the star-
studded ensemble. The
makers are thrilled to
unveil the energetic song
"Assalu Cinema," com-
posed by Melody King
Anup Rubens, with capti-
vating lyrics by
Chandrabose and soulful
vocals by Shreya Ghoshal.
The track showcases
Aishwarya Arjun's capti-
vating screen presence and
glamour, perfectly comple-
mented by Anup Rubens'
vibrant tunes. Seetha
Payanam is scheduled for a
grand pan-India release on
February 14, across
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
Malayalam, and Hindi. The
film's technical team
includes G. Balamurugan
(cinematography), Dr. Sai

Madhav Burra (dialogues),
Ayoob Khan (editing), and
Mohan B. Carey, Shiva
Kamesh D, and CH
Krishna (art direction).

CCast:
Aishwarya Arjun,
Niranjan, Sathyaraj,
Prakash Raj, Kovai Sarala,
Action King Arjun, Action
Prince Dhruva Sarja
Stay tuned for more
updates on Seetha
Payanam!

Filmmaker Dollye Tomar
brings heartfelt story-
telling to the screen with
Omsheel Productions’ doc-
umentary “Ziindaagi in
Two Shades.” For Dollye,
filmmaking is life itself
…a journey of emotions,
truth and human connec-
tion. The film follows the
inspiring story of
"Iftekhar Sharif", the first
Overseas Citizen of India,
showing how he beautiful-
ly balances two countries
and two cultures.

Hyderabad was chosen for
the premiere because the
journey begins here.. it is
his birthplace, his emo-
tional ground, and a city
deeply connected to his
success. Dollye’s inspira-
tion came when she wit-
nessed Iftekhar in Chicago
helping Indians who had
lived abroad without docu-
ments for years, ensuring
their safe return home …a
gesture that touched her
deeply and sparked this
documentary. Directed

with sensitivity by
Rajneeshh Dubey, the film
gains emotional depth
through strong editing by
Devu Namdev and a soul-
ful background score
shaped by Dollye herself.
Supported by producers
Khurram Syed and
Kalpana Rajput, the docu-
mentary is receiving
appreciation and interest
from film festivals and
international audiences,
proving its emotions
truly universal.

Charming Star Sharva and Ram Abbaraju are star-
ring in the wholesome family entertainer 'Nari Nari
Nadu Murari' directed by Ram Abbaraju. Produced
by Anil Sunkara and Ramabrahmam Sunkara in
association with Adventures International Pvt. Ltd.
under the banner of AK Entertainments, the film
stars Samyukta and Sakshi Vaidya as the female
leads. The promotional content has already created a
good buzz. The film will hit the theatres on January
14. On this occasion, heroine Sakshi Vaidya shared
the film's features at a press conference.

HHow did you get into this project?
-While the Agent movie was going on, producer Anil
garu said that he would do another movie with me.
He kept his promise. Anil garu and the director final-
ized me for the character of Nitya in this movie.

-Nitya's character, I really liked this story. This char-
acter is very relatable to me personally. She is an
innocent-looking girl. She is honest.

How did it feel to act with Sharwa?
It was a great pleasure working with Sharwa. His
comedy timing is also amazing. It was a great experi-

ence acting with him.

-All of them are very good costars. Watching Vennela
Kishore's performance during the shooting was very
surprising. Because when he was in character, he
looked like a completely different person. Also,
Naresh's character is also very good in this. It was a
great pleasure to work with everyone.
Isn't there a language barrier when acting in Telugu?
Speaking in Telugu is a barrier. Otherwise, there is
preparation in advance when it comes to dialogue.
Director Sai took a lot of care in timing. He gave
enough time and was very supportive.
Saigari's strength is comedy. He is very funny even
during the shooting. He keeps laughing. The same is
seen in the movie too.

How did you preparre for this character?
-I have a very good character in this movie. We did a
workshop for this movie for almost a month. I under-
stood everything about the character.
What was your reaction when you heard this story?
-When I heard this story, I felt like I had the opportu-
nity to make a very good story. I immediately signed
on to do this film. The story is king for this film.

The lyrical song “Tarasuki
Ram” from Draupathi 2 has
been unveiled as a composi-
tion built on contrast,
using celebration not as
ornamentation but as nar-
rative language. Rather
than functioning as a con-
ventional festive number,
the song positions itself
firmly within the film’s his-
torical and ideological
framework, presenting par-
allel emotional worlds that
quietly underline the divi-
sions shaping its story. The
lyrical serves as a tonal
bridge, offering insight into
the film’s larger conflicts
without spelling them out
Structured around two dis-
tinct stanzas, Tarasuki
Ram moves fluidly between
spectacle and conviction.
The opening section,
“Tarasuki Tarasuki,” cap-
tures the sultanate clan
immersed in exuberant cel-
ebration. Driven by pulsat-
ing rhythm, scale-driven
choreography, and dynam-
ic movement, this portion
leans into excess and
momentum, presenting cel-
ebration as an assertion of
authority and dominance.
The energy is outward-fac-
ing and expansive, marked
by collective fervour,
rhythmic intensity, and a
visual language that privi-
leges scale and power. The

song then transitions into
its second stanza, “Jai
Rama Rama Rama Hare
Ram,” unfolding during
the pra?a prati??ha cele-
brations. This movement
features Richard Rishi’s
character carrying the idol
of Rama alongside others
from his clan. While cele-
bratory in spirit, the emo-

tional register shifts deci-
sively toward faith, unity,
and shared purpose. Here,
celebration becomes an act
of consecration and collec-
tive resolve rather than
display, grounded in belief
and participation. The con-
trast between the two stan-
zas is allowed to exist with-
out commentary, letting

emotion and imagery carry
the meaning.
Choreographed by
Thanika Tony, Tarasuki
Ram binds these opposing
emotional registers
through movement, ensur-
ing continuity while pre-
serving distinction. The
choreography functions as
a connective thread, allow-
ing both worlds to coexist
within the same musical
frame while retaining their
individual identities.
Produced by Sola
Shakkaravarthi under
Netaji Productions, in
association with G. M Film
Corporation, Draupathi 2
expands into a broader and
more historically layered
canvas. Set in the 14th cen-
tury, the film navigates an
era shaped by imperial
conflict, regional resist-
ance, and cultural
upheaval, drawing from
the reign of Hoysala emper-
or Veera Vallalar III and
the legacy of the
Kadavarayas of
Sendhamangalam. The
release of Tarasuki Ram,
following the emotional
response to the earlier lyri-
cal “Nelaraaje,” further
reinforces the film’s
approach to music as an
extension of storytelling
rather than a standalone
attraction.

Couple Friendly, starring
Santosh Sobhan in the lead
role with Manasa Varanasi
as the female lead, is gear-
ing up for a grand theatrical
release on February 14,
marking Valentine’s Day.
The film is presented by the
renowned production
house UV Creations and is
being produced on a grand
scale by UV Concepts in
both Telugu and Tamil.
Ajay Kumar Raju P. serves
as the co-producer, while
Ashwin Chandrashekar
directs the film. Designed
as a musical romantic love
story, Couple Friendly aims
to appeal to young and fam-
ily audiences alike. The
makers officially
announced the release date
today, confirming that the
film will hit theatres on
Valentine’s Day. To mark
the announcement, Santosh

Sobhan and Manasa
Varanasi released a special
promotional video, which
has been receiving positive
attention. Couple Friendly

will release simultaneously
in Telugu and Tamil, bring-
ing its romantic narrative
to audiences across both
languages.


