OM NAMO

VENKATESAYA

29- 01-2026

Total pilgrims: 61,315
Tonsures: 22,076

Hundi kanukalu: 4.76 Cr
Waiting Compartments..31

[Tl Ajit Pawar”’

AMC TO SHIFT 1200
STRAY DOGS TO
SHELTER HOUSE

Agartala: Agartala Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has announced
plans to implement Supreme Court
directives regarding the welfare of
stray dogs, marking a significant
step towards humane animal man-
agement. This decision comes in
response to growing concerns
about public safety and the well-
being of street animals in the city.
Mayor Dipak Majumder highlight-
ed that the Supreme Court, in con-
junction with the Animal Welfare
Board of India, has issued clear
guidelines for the management of
stray dogs, with Urban Local
Bodies being responsible for
ensuring humane treatment while
safeguarding public safety.

CRIME BRANCH
BUSTS MAJOR
COUNTERFEIT SHOE
MANUFACTURING
UNIT IN NE DELHI

New Delhi: Crime Branch has
unearthed a large-scale manufac-
turing unit producing fake shoes
of top international brands, includ-
ing Nike, Adidas, New Balance,
and Skechers, an official said on
Friday.The owner of the unit,
Sandeep Singh, 44, a resident of
Ambey Enclave, Chauhan Patti,
Sonia Vihar, has been arrested,
the police said.The operation was
conducted by the team of the Anti-
Extortion & Kidnapping Cell
(AEKC) of the Crime Branch, which
was followed by a tip-off regard-
ing the illegal production of brand-
ed footwear in Northeast Delhi.

India, Bangladesh
repatriate 151 fishermen

NEW DELHI/DHAKA (TSIT):  humanitarian and live-
India and Bangladesh lihood considerations
on Thursday completed  of the fishing commu- Chittoor
areciprocal release and  nities on both sides.
repatriation of fisher- India remains commit-
men who had inadver- ted to the well-being
tently crossed the and safety of our fish-
International Maritime ing community,”
Boundary Line IMBL).  External Affairs
Officials said the two Ministry spokesperson
sides saw it as a Randhir Jaiswal said
humanitarian in a post on X.The fish-
approach to longstand- ermen had been arrest-
ing maritime boundary  ed in recent weeks the students.
issues. after straying into

A total of 23 Indian each other’s territorial
fishermen detained by waters during routine
Bangladesh authorities fishing activities.

and 128 Bangladeshi Officials said the
fishermen held inIndia ~ exchange was finalised
were released and sent through close coordi-
back to their respective ~ nation between the
countries along with two governments,
their operable fishing keeping in view the
vessels, the Ministry of livelihood concerns of
External Affairs coastal communities
said.“The exchange that depend heavily on
was in view of the small-scale fishing.
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s wife Sunetra may

take oath as Deputy CM on Sat

NCP MERGER TALKS ON BACKBURNER

MUMBAI/PUNE (TSIT):
Sunetra Pawar, Rajya
Sabha MP and the wife of
deceased NCP chief Ajit
Pawar, is likely to be
sworn in as Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister on
Saturday, party sources
said. She would be the first
woman to hold the post in
the state. Following the
death of Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar in an
air crash in Baramati on
Wednesday, a section of
Nationalist Congress

Minister of Andhra Pradesh
recently met students at the
Agastya Academy Auditorium,
where representatives of the
Academy showcased a video
highlighting the various pro-
grams and training provided in
science and technology. The
Chief Minister viewed the pre-
sentation while seated among

Addressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister recalled,
chairman of Agastya Academy
told me 25 years ago that he
would start a good innovation
center, and I agreed. This acad-
emy has been running effec-
tively for 25 years and has
become a leading center in
India.” He appreciated the clean
and forward-looking environ-
ment in which the Academy
was established and stated that
its policies reflect the future

Sunetra, Ajit
Pawar’s wife, is
currently not a
member of either
House of the
Maharashtra
legislature

(TSIT)  Chief

“The

direction of Andhra Pradesh.
Highlighting the importance of
keeping pace with global develop-
ments, the Chief Minister urged
students to embrace emerging
technologies like artificial intelli-
gence. “It is because of early
acceptance of IT that Telugu peo-
ple have made a mark worldwide.
I promoted IT then, and now I am
saying everyone should think

Party leaders had demand-
ed that she should get the
post.

“Tomorrow, a parlia-
mentary board meeting of
the party will take place in
Mumbai, where Sunetra
Pawar will be elected as
the leader of the legisla-
ture party,” said a source.

“It is likely that she will
be sworn in as Deputy
Chief Minister by tomor-
row evening,” said the
source, privy to the devel-
opments.

Until the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, Sunetra Pawar
had kept a low profile. In
the General Election that
year, she stood from
Baramati as the candidate
of her husband’s party, but
was defeated by her sister-
in-law and incumbent
NCP (SP) MP Supriya Sule
in the prestige battle.

Sunetra was subse-
quently elected to the
Rajya Sabha.

The legislature wing of
the NCP in Maharashtra
will hold a meeting in
Mumbai on January 31
where she would be named
as its leader, state minister
and senior party leader
Chhagan Bhujbal said ear-
lier on Friday.

Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had
conveyed that he had no
issue if her swearing-in
ceremony as Deputy CM
took place on Saturday
itself, provided a decision
to that effect was taken by
the party, said Bhujbal.

Sunetra Pawar is cur-
rently not a member of
either House of the
Maharashtra legisla-
ture. However, the
Baramati Assembly seat
in Pune district has fall-
en vacant after Ajit
Pawar’s death.

CM Naidu Highlights Innovation and Future
Technologies at Agastya Academy

about AI. We need to change the
mindset of students — the future
is ours,”
the establishment of the Ratan
Tata Innovation Hub to provide
opportunities for new innova-
tions and startup companies,
while also citing initiatives such
as drones, Space City, and tech-
nology-driven electricity reforms
that reduce energy costs.

he said.He announced
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Telangana Governor, DCM Bhattl
pay tributes at Bapu Ghat

Hyderabad  (TSIT)

Telangana Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma and Deputy Chief
Minister ~ Mallu  Bhatti
Vikramarka paid tributes to
the Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi on his death
anniversary on Friday. They
offered floral tributes at Bapu
Ghat at Langer Houz here,
where the ashes of Mahatma
Gandhi were immersed at the
confluence of Musi and Esi
rivers. Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar,
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) President
Mahesh Kumar Goud, senior
Congress leader and former
MP V. Hanumanth Rao and
other Congress leaders also
paid tributes.They paid their
respects at the memorial and
later showered petals on the
statue of the Father of the
Nation. The leaders also par-
ticipated in an all-religion

00

Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh leaders,
including Governor
Jishnu Dev Varma,
Deputy CM Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, CM A.
Revanth Reddy, and
others, paid tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi on his
death anniversary, hon-
oring his ideals of truth,
non-violence, and self-
less service.

prayer meeting.

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, who is on a visit to the
United States, took to ‘X’ to pay
his tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi. He called Bapu a
great soul who introduced a
completely new path of strug-
gle to the world.

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

Jairam Ramesh says Modi govt pushes great nicohar
project despite ecological and legal concermns

NEW DELHI (TSIT) Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh on
Friday expressed serious
concerns that the Modi
government is aggressive-
ly pushing forward the
controversial Great
Nicobar project despite
increasing evidence of its
potentially severe ecologi-
cal impacts and ongoing
legal challenges.

“The Great Nicobar proj-
ect is being bulldozed
through by the Modi Govt
even though there is mount-
ing evidence that it will have
disastrous ecological
impacts,” Ramesh said in a
post on handle X. “The proj-
ect has evoked widespread
concern, and petitions
against the manner in which
environmental and other

laws have been flouted to
push it along are pending in
the Calcutta High Court and
the  National Green
Tribunal,” Ramesh said. A
key component of the project
is the Galathea Bay interna-
tional container transship-
ment terminal, which the
union Ministry of Ports,
Shipping, and Waterways
has proposed to develop
under a public-private part-
nership (PPP) model.

Telangana Speaker begins hearing Save Gandhi’s India from Godse’s heirs,

on disqualification petitions

Hyderabad (TSIT): Telangana
Assembly Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar on Friday
began hearing on the peti-
tions for disqualification of
MLA Danam Nagender who
was elected on a Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) ticket
but allegedly shifted loyalties
to the ruling Congress party.
The Speaker will hear
arguments by the counsels of
BRS MLA Kaushik Reddy
and BJP floor leader in the
Assembly A. Maheshwar
Reddy and record the evi-
dence.He will later hear the
arguments by the counsel of
Nagender. The MLA said that
he has not yet received any
notice from the Speaker for
appearance before him.

The Speaker took up hear-
ing on Nagender’s petition
following recent directive
from the Supreme Court,
which gave him two weeks to
decide on the petitions for

disqualification of the
remaining MLASs.The
Speaker has also already dis-
missed the petitions to dis-
qualify seven out of 10 BRS
MLAs who had allegedly
defected to the Congress in

2024. He ruled that the peti-
tioners failed to provide evi-
dence that the MLAs defected
to the Congress. He said all
the MLAs are technically still
in the BRS.

The Speaker last year
completed the hearing on the
petitions for the disqualifica-
tion of eight MLAs and
reserved the orders. The
Speaker is yet to pronounce
the order on the plea for the
disqualification of MLA
Sanjay Kumar.The hearing
on the disqualification of
two other MLAs, Danam
Nagender and Kadiyam
Srihari could not be taken
up as they had not submitted
their replies to the notices
served on them.

CM Stalin in veiled dig at BJP

CHENNAI (TSIT): In a veiled
dig at the Bharatiya Janata
Party and its ideological men-
tor, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
Chief Minister MK Stalin on
Friday called upon people to
"teach a befitting lesson to the
inheritors of Godse," referring
to Nathuram Godse, who shot
dead the Father of the Nation.

CM Stalin went on to
accuse "Godse's lineage" of
attempting to ruin the coun-
try and undermine the values
of Mahatma Gandhi, urging
people to defeat divisive com-
munal politics.Sharing a
social media post on X on the
occasion of the 79th death
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, CM and DMK presi-

The chief minister, in a
social media post, said:
“Let us eradicate religious
fanaticism! Let us honour
the Mahatma!

dent Stahn sald Godses ideo-

logical successors are
attempting to erase Gandhi’s
legacy and undermine the
country, and called upon citi-
zens to safeguard the land of
the Mahatma.

CM Stalin underscored the
importance of protecting
unity, peace and a non-vio-
lent approach to life, actively

promoted by the Father of the
Nation.Recalling Gandhi's
assassination, Stalin said the
Mahatma would continue to
live in the hearts of every
Indian, even though he was
killed by Godse's gun.

Now, the heirs of Godse, a
veiled reference to the BJP,
RSS workers and supporters,
were trying to damage the
country's foundations, he
alleged.Recalling Gandhi’s
commitment to peace and
harmony, Stalin said his ide-
als remain relevant in coun-
tering forces that seek to
divide the nation through
hatred and extremism.
Stalin, along with Deputy
Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin and other Ministers.

(BRS) leader K.T. Rama Rao
also paid tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi.“Mahatma Gandhi
showed the world the power of
truth and non-violence. On the
occasion of Mahatma Gandhi’s
death anniversary, let us
remember his ideals of hones-
ty, courage, and compassion.
His teachings remain timeless
and deeply relevant even
today. Let us strive to follow
his path and build a society
rooted in harmony,” Rama
Rao posted on X',

“As we honour his legacy,
let us reaffirm our commit-
ment to his timeless princi-
ples of non-violence, truth,
compassion, and patriotism,”
wrote Telangana Jagruthi
President K. Kavitha.
Andhra Pradesh Governor
S. Abdul Nazeer and Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu also paid tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi.

Gold, silver prices
crash after record
rally: Here’s what
triggered the
sharp sell-off

S

New Delhi (TSIT) Prices of
silver and gold saw one of
their steepest single-day fall
in the past few months in
futures trade on Friday. The
silver futures crashed 17 per-
cent to Rs 3.32 lakh per kilo-
gram, while gold tanked 9
percent to Rs 1.54 lakh per 10
grams, tracking weak trends
in the global markets and
surging American currency.

Gold futures with April
expiry on MCX dropped
around 9 percent to hit a low
of Rs 1,67,406 per 10 grams.
This comes a day after the
contracts hit a fresh lifetime
high of Rs 1,93,096 per 10
grams. This means that the
gold futures fell 13 percent (Rs
25,690 per 10 grams) in just
one day.

Silver futures with March
expiry, meanwhile, plunged
nearly 17 percent to Rs 3,32,002
per kilogram. This marks a fall
of nearly 21 percent (Rs 88,046
per kilogram) in just one day
after hitting a fresh lifetime high
of Rs 4,20,048 per kg.Today's
steep decline in gold and silver
prices could be viewed as a usual
case of profit-booking following
an extended record rally. While
high positioning, strong dollar
fluctuations, and an upswing in
bond yields have led to a correc-
tion in gold prices.
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Telangana

Free Breakfast Scheme for Government School Students
Under Active Consideration: Bhatti Vikramarka

Rangareddy:Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu on
Wednesday said that the
State government is seri-
ously examining the intro-
duction of a free breakfast
scheme for students study-
ing in government schools,
subject to favourable
financial conditions. He
was speaking as the chief
guest at the 150th anniver-
sary celebrations of the
Mogiligidda Zilla Parishad

High School in
Faroognagar mandal. Minister’s constituency
The Deputy Chief and aims to ensure proper

part of this vision, the gov-
ernment is constructing

Minister said the proposal
is currently under discus-
sion by Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy and the
Cabinet. He informed that
the scheme has already
been launched on a pilot
basis in the Chief

nutrition for children dur-
ing their formative years.
He assured that the pro-
gramme would be extend-
ed across the State once
adequate financial
resources are available.
Highlighting the impor-

tance of a common

*|, MOHD. KAREEMULLAH (Old Name)H.NO.
9-25/A/3/3, Krishna Nagar, Bommakal, Karim-
nager Dist-505001, T.G, have Changed My
Name from MOHD. KAREEMULLAH to
MOHD. RAYAAN (New Name) S/o MOHD.

school  system,
B h at t i
Vikramarka said
such a model pro-
motes social equal-
ity by bringing
together children

from different
castes, religions
and economic

backgrounds. As

Young India Integrated
Residential Schools across
Telangana. Each school is
being developed on 25
acres with an estimated
cost of Rs.200 crore, with
construction underway in
100 constituencies at a
total cost of Rs.20,000 crore.
He said the people’s gov-
ernment is prioritising
free education and health-
care to build strong human
resources capable of com-
peting globally. He recalled
that Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy had sanc-
tioned 10 crore last year
for the development of the
Mogiligidda school, with

works progressing rapid-
ly.The Deputy Chief
Minister also spoke about
the modernisation of ITIs
through upgraded infra-
structure and industry-

relevant courses to
improve employment
opportunities. He high-

lighted welfare measures
such as enhanced diet
charges in welfare institu-
tions, upgradation of gov-
ernment hospitals, distri-
bution of quality sarees to
women, and interest-free
loans to women self-help
groups, with 26,000 crore
already disbursed in the
first year.

Recalling the legacy of
former Chief Minister
Burgula Ramakrishna
Rao, he described him as a
pioneer of land reforms
and democratic gover-
nance, noting that the
Mogiligidda school has
produced several eminent
personalities.BC Welfare
and Transport Minister

Ponnam Prabhakar,
Shadnagar MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar,

senior officials, education
department representa-
tives and local public lead-
ers attended the event.

Create Widespread Awareness to
Eradicate Leprosy: District Collector
Harichandana Dasari

Hyderabad: District
Collector  Harichandana
Dasari has called for large-
scale public awareness to
achieve complete eradica-
tion of leprosy.

on the occasion of the death
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandbhi, the Collector admin-
istered a pledge on leprosy
eradication at the Mahatma
Gandhi statue at Bapu Ghat,
Langer House.

Addressing the gathering,
the Collector said that indi-
viduals who notice numb
patches on the skin and are
unable to feel pain or touch
in those areas should imme-
diately visit the nearest hos-
pital and consult a doctor for
diagnosis and appropriate
treatment. She stressed the
need to show care and con-
cern towards persons affect-
ed by leprosy and those who
have developed disabilities
due to the disease, and
advised them to undergo
complete treatment at gov-
ernment hospitals. Collector
appealed to the public to
treat leprosy-affected per-
sons as members of their
own families and to avoid all
forms of discrimination. She
explained that leprosy is a

RAFI for all future purposes.

) CAN FIN HOMES LTD

. Branch: 3-11-114, Plot No-2, 1* Floor, Sri Nilayam, RTC Colony,
Ca{}uﬁ“;w_% LB Nagar, Hyderabad-500074, Phone No-040-49501072//7625079163
oot o EMail:lbnagar@canfinhomes.com CIN No. L85110KA1987PLC008699

APPENDIX- 1V-A [See proviso to rule 9 (1)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
NOTICE is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor
(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Can Fin Homes Ltd., LB
Nagar Branch, will be sold by holding e-auction on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and
“Whatever there is” on 20-02-2026, for recovery of Rs.25,46,795/- (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh
Forty Six Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety Five Only) due to Can Fin Homes Ltd. from
Mr.Gaddam Deva Kumar , S/o.Gaddam Rama Murthy and Mrs.Gaddam Snehalatha W/o.
Gaddam Deva Kumar as on 30-01-2026, together with further interest and other charges thereon.
The reserve price will be Rs. 22,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Two Lakh Only) and the earnest
money deposit will be Rs.2,20,000/- (Rupees Two Lakh Twenty Thousand Only)

SCHEDULE OF THE MORTGAGED PROPERTY
All that the open Plot no. 1132, admeasuring 200Sq.Yards or 167.22Sq.Mtrs, in Survey No.120 &
163, Situated at Kondapur Village, Ghatkesar Municipality, Ghatkesar Mandal,Medchal-Malkajgiri
District, Bounded By As Follows. Boundaries for entire property: North: Plot No. 1133, South: Plot
No. 1131, East: PlotNo. 1103, West: 30’ Wide Road.
Encumbrancesis :NIL
The detailed terms and conditions of the sale are provided in the official website of Can Fin Homes
Ltd., (https://www.canfinhomes.com/SearchAuction.aspx). Link for participating in e-auction :
www.auctionbazaar.com

Date : 30-01-2026
Place: LB Nagar (Hyderabad)

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Can Fin Homes Ltd

€3 HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

HOUSNG hsan: rep Cororate offce af"#167-169", 2nd Floor, Little Mount, Saidapet, Chennai- 600 015,
APPENDIX -V [Rule 8(1)] Possession Notice (For Immovable Property)

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Hinduja Housing Finance
Ltd., under the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (ACT NO.54 OF 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred
under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a demand notice to below mentioned Borrower/s / Guarantor/s. After completion
of 60 days from date of receipt of the said notice, The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s having
failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/s / Guarantor/s and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken Physical Possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on them under section 13(4) of
the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on this.

Application No. Borrower Demand Notice Total DATE OF
and Co Borrowers Name Date and Outstanding PHYSICAL
and Address Amount amount as on| POSSESSION
1. Mrs. Bommisetty Sai Spandana, | 15.05.2025 15-05-2025.
H.NO.1-38, Venganna Gudem. Rs.4,97,592 Rs. 29-01-2026
Nidamanoor Urban, TG, |- (Rupees 4,97,592/-
INDIA-508278. .....Borrower Four Lakhs
Mr. Bommisetty Sundaraiah Ninety Saven
H.NO.1-38. Venganna Gudem. Thousand
Nidamanoor Urban. TG. INDIA- Five Hundred
508278. .....Co-Borrower Ninety-Two
Loan No.AP/HDB/SRPT/A000000178 Only)

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY : All that the Vacant Land Total Extant of Land 73.8
Sq. Yds OR 61.6(North Part) Out Of 2ND Item 265 Dg. Yds, in sy.no. 1043/2/1, Block
No.12, Other Than Above KK Gudem, New Plot Area, Kodad Municipality, Kodad
Mandal, Suryapet Dist, SRO Kodad and bounded by North: Place Of Nalajala
Lalitha.South: Place Of Ambadikarra JayalaxmiAnd Others.East: 24'0 Fts Wide Road.
West:Place Of Matta Pullaiah & Others.

The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s in particular and the public in general is hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be
subject to the charge of the Hinduja Housing Finance Limited, for an above-
mentioned demanded amountand furtherinterest thereon

Sd/-Authorised Officer
For Hinduja Housing Finance Limited

Place : Warangal.
Date : 30-01- 2026

. (M1T19V0D
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bacterial disease and can be
completely cured through
MDT (Multi-Drug Therapy).
With early detection and
timely treatment, disabilities
caused by leprosy can be
effectively prevented, she
said.Calling upon citizens to
work together to realise
Mahatma Gandhi’s dream,
the Collector urged collective
efforts towards building a
leprosy-free India in the
future.

On the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, the Collector, along
with medical officers, ANMs,
staff and employees, partici-
pated in the pledge ceremony
at the Gandhi statue.District
Medical and Health Officer
Dr. Venkati, RDO
Ramakrishna, Additional
District Medical Officers Dr.
Saraswathi and Dr.
Muralidhar Rao, medical
staff and officials from vari-
ous departments were pres-
ent at the programme.

Commissioner unannounced inspections at Baldia headuuarters

WARANGAL, January
30, TSIT : Commissioner
Chahat Bajpai conducted
surprise inspections in
the Baldia head office and
Nakkalagutta circle office
on Friday. On this occa-
sion ICCC, Accounts

Department, IT
Department, Engineering
Department,

Establishment Section,
Records Storage Room of
Town Planning Section,

Veterinary Section, Post
Audit, Horticultur
Section, the commission-

CPR and First Aid Training Programme

|l

Hyderabad : CPR and First
Aid awareness and train-
ing programme was suc-
cessfully conducted for
members of the
Somajiguda Press Club
with the objective of equip-
ping journalists with
essential life-saving skills
to handle medical emer-
gencies before profession-
al help arrives.

The training pro-
gramme was organised on
January 30 at the Press
Club in collaboration with
Sayan Cancer Clinic.
Experienced CPR trainer
Gaddam Dayakar, who
has been imparting CPR
training for over a decade,
demonstrated CPR tech-

Rules, 2002.

[=5)=J-TYT’d FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. [T TN o

LEEVIEIOVIEEN Registered office : Unit No.: 1101, 11th Floor, Cignus, Plot No. 71 A, Powai, Paspoli, Mumbai - 400087

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Fedbank Financial Services Ltd. under the Securitization
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of
the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued
a demand notice mentioned hereunder calling upon the following borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice being also mentioned hereunder within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The following
borrowers having failed to repay the amount notice is hereby given to the following borrowers and the and the publicin
general that undersigned has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him under sub section (4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)

LAN / Borrower(s) / Co - Borrower (s) / Guarantor (s)

Siddipet (Rural),District Registrar At Sangareddy

1 | Loan Account No. FEDSIDOHL0522248; (1) BOMBOTHULA SATHYANARAYANA GOUD (Borrower); (2)
BOMBOTHULA YELLAVVA (Co - Borrower); | Demand Notice Date & Amount : 18/11/2025, Rs. 2170246/-
(Rupees Twenty One Lac Seventy Thousand Two Hundred Forty Six Only) as on 18/11/2025 | Date & Type
of Possession: 29-01-2026 & Symbolic Possession | Description of Inmovable property: All Piece and
Parcel of Mortgaged Property Bearing All That Dismental House No 1-50,An Total Area Admg 372 Sq Yards
Equal To 311.12 Sq Mtrs Situated At Village And Gram Panchayati Chinthamadaka, Mandal Siddipet Rural,
District Siddipet With In The Limits Of Sro Siddipet (Rural),Medak-502107,Telangana. Boundary Of the
Aforesaid Property: - East : - 40 Feet Main Road, West : - House Of Peddelligari Ramulu And Vatham
Ramulu, North : - 18 Feet Wide Road, South : - 10 Feet Wide Road. The Property Is Situated At Village And
Gram Panchayati Chinthamadaka, Mandal Siddipet Rural, District Siddipet With In The Limits Of Sro

inrespect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
Place: Chinthamadaka
Date: 29-01-2026

The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the Charge of Fedbank Financial Services Limited for an amount mentioned herein
above and interest thereon. The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act,

Fedbank Financial Services Ltd

sd/- (Authorized Officer) -

Conducted for Press Club Members

I~

niques and explained how
timely first aid during crit-
ical golden minutes can
save lives. Practical dem-
onstrations were conduct-
ed with active participa-
tion from journalists and
their children.

Apart from CPR, partici-
pants were given aware-
ness on handling emergen-
cies such as choking,
drowning, heavy bleeding,
fractures, burns, seizures,
epilepsy, electric shock,
eye injuries and nose-
bleeds. The trainer high-
lighted correct first aid
practices and cautioned
against improper methods
that could worsen the situ-

. Jhl
er visited the engineering
record section and
inquired about the man-

agement of the files.

During the visit, the
commissioner inquired
about the status of the
rooms of various depart-
ments and the duties per-
formed by the staff work-
ing in the respective
departments. MHO Dr
Rajesh, Superintendent
Anand and others were
present along with the
Commissioner in this
inspection.

Mahesh Kumar Goud Pays Floral
Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at
Gandhi Bhavan

Hyderabad: On the occasion of the death anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) President and MLC Mahesh
Kumar Goud paid rich floral tributes to the portrait
of the Father of the Nation at Gandhi Bhavan on

Friday.

Several senior Congressleaders, including Harkara
Venugopal Rao and Hanumanthu Rao, Indira Shoban
along with party functionaries, participated in the
programme and remembered the invaluable services
rendered by Mahatma Gandhi to the nation.

Speaking on the occasion, the leaders said that the
values preached by Gandhiji—non-violence, truth
and equality—are more relevant than ever in today’s
society. They emphasised that it is the responsibility
of every political worker to carry forward Gandhiji’s
ideals and take his message to the people.

The programme concluded with leaders reaffirm-
ing their commitment to Gandhian principles and
pledging to work towards building a just and inclu-
sive society inspired by his vision.

ation.

Consumer Awareness Seminar Held in Hanumakonda
as Part of Consumer Bharat Yatra

Adalath: As part of the
Consumer Awareness Bharat
Yatra, a seminar on consum-
er rights protection and
speedy justice was organised
on Friday morning at the
seminar hall of SVS College,
Bheemaram, Hanumakonda.
The programme was held
under the leadership of Dr.
Pallepadu Damodar, National
Senior Secretary of the
Consumer Confederation of
India.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Pallepadu Damodar
said that the Bharat Yatra is
being conducted across the
country to create awareness
among consumers about their
rights, responsibilities and
legal remedies available
under the  Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.

The chief guest, Anantha
Sharma, popularly known as
the Consumer Man of India,
explained the six fundamen-
tal rights guaranteed to con-

sumers under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019. These
include the Right to Safety,
Right to Information, Right to
Choose, Right to be Heard,
Right to Seek Redressal, and
Right to Consumer Education.
He informed that aggrieved
consumers can approach the
Consumer Commissions free
of cost and seek compensa-
tion of up to 5 lakh under the
provisions of the Act.
Addressing the gathering,
CCI National President Ms.
Preeti Pandya stressed the
importance of consumer
awareness for effective pro-

tection. She advised consum-
ers to contact the toll-free
helpline 1915 whenever they
face consumer-related issues
and seek timely resolution.
District ~ Weights and
Measures Inspector Rajeswar
Rao, CCI Working President
Selvaraj, CCI  General
Secretary Chakrapani,
Tiruvaku Vasu (General
Secretary), Rekha Kandelwal
(Coordinator, Bharat Yatra),
GC Member Daniel, Sandhya
Kandelwal, along with a large
number of students, farmers
and women, actively partici-
pated in the seminar.
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H PROTIUM FINANCE LIMITED
Protlum (Erstwhile Growth Source Financial Technologies Limited)

Registered & Corporate Office Address: 7th Floor, Block B2, Phase - |
Nirlon Knowledge Park, Pahadi Village, Off. Western Express Highway, Cama Industrial
Estate, Goregaon(E), Mumbai- 400063, Maharashtra.

POSSESSION NOTICE- (U/S 13(4) & As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the
Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002’

WHEREAS, the undersigned, being_the Authorized Officer of Protium Finance Limited
erstwhile Growth Source Financial Technologies Ltd.) (hereinafter referred to as “Protium
inance Limited”), undertheProvigions of the Securitization and |

Assets and Enf of Act, 2002 (Act No.

Act”), and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of the

Security Interest (Enforcement? Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice dated 5th Nov 2025,

calling upon the Borrowers Malathi Industry Through Its Proprietor Boda Suman S/o Boda

Ilaiah, and the Co-Borrowers: 1. Boda Suman S/o Boda llaiah, 2. Bhukya Malathi W/o Boda

Suman, in respect of the LOAN ACCOUNT BEARING NO. GSO35LAP24681 10, to repay the

amount mentioned in the said notice, being INR 1,11,54,067.10 (Rupees One Crore Eleven

Lakh Fifty Four Thousand Sixty Seven And Ten Paise Only) as on 5th Nov 2025, within 60

Sixtyg days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

he ‘borrowers havmg failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession
of the property described hereinbelow, in exercise of the powers conferred under Section
13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
on this 29th Jan’ 2026. o . )
The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the said property, and any dealings with the property shall be subject to the char?e of
Protium Finance Limited for an amount of INR 1,11,54,067.10 (Rupees One Crore Eleven
Lakh Fifty Four Thousand Sixty Seven And Ten Paise Only) together with further interest
thereon, and all costs, charges and exFenses incurred. )

The borrowers’ attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act, in respect of the time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MORTGAGED PROPERTY - Property No.1 All That The Part And Parcel
Of House With Open Place Bearing Gwmc H. N. 31 2-382' (New) (Old G.P H. No. 2-266), To
An Extent Of 192-00 Sq. Yards, In Survey No.100/A3A, Situated At Nirupnagar (Bodathanda),
Komatipall éWaddepaI ), Devannapet Village, Hasanparthel Mandal, Hanumakonda District
And Bounded By: East : Open Plot Of Boda Bojja, West : 10 Ft. Wide Road, North : 30 Ft. Wide
Road, South : Plot Of Boda Thlrprathl. Pr%perty No.2 All That The Open Land Admeasuring
726-00 Sq. Yards, In Survey No.100/A3/A, Situated At Devannapet Village & G.P, Hasane\?nhy
Mandal, Hanumakonda District, Telangana And Bounded By: East : 30 Ft. Wide Road, West:
Land Of Eramma, North : Land Of Donor, South : Land Of Chaithanya.

Date: 29th Jan' 2026 Sd/-, For Protium Finance Limited

Place: Hanamkonda, Telangana Authorised Officer

FINANCE LIMITED
Registered Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South
Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032.
Administrative office: 6th Floor (level 2), Building No.

ZliE](0:] Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road,
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

POSSESSION NOTICE

Where as, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited,
(Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance
Company Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name
Changed as Shriram Finance Limited, by it's Incorporation Certificate dt. 13-11-
2022) a corporate body registered and incorporated as a company under the Indian
companies Act 1956, is doing Non-Banking financial activities, having its Registered
Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai -
600032 and having its administrative office at 6th Floor (level 2), Building No. Q2,
Aurum Q Parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-
400710, under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to
the Borrowers details of which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount
mentioned in the said demand notices.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said Rules, on
this 29th Jan 2026.

Borrower Name and Address
(1) Kuna Alekya W/o. Kuna Uma Maheshwara Rao, Age: 36
Years, Occ: Business, O/o. Anvi Fortune Life Trade & Networks
Pvt Ltd., KPHB Colony, R/o. Flat No. 601, 6th Floor, Block-14,| Rs. 50,71,189/-
Prajay Mega Polis, Phase-9, KPHB Colony, Venkata Ramana| (Rupees Fifty
Colony, Kukatpally, Hyderabad-500072, Ph: 8978089997.| Lakhs Seventy
(2) Kuna Uma Maheshwara Rao S/o. Kuna Bala Krishna, Age:| One Thousand
41 Years, Occ: Business, O/o. Anvi Fortune Life Trade &| gne Hundred
Networks Pvt. Ltd., KPHB Colony, R/o. Flat No. 601, 6th Floor, and Eighty Nine
Block-14, Prajay Mega Polis, Phase-9, KPHB Colony, Venkata
Ramana  Colony,  Kukatpally,  Hyderabad-500072,Ph: Only)
9963369992. (3) Guruvelli Ranjith Kumar S/o. Guruvelli Ranga Rao, Age: 34
Years, Occ: Sr. Engineer, Mind Tree India Ltd., Gachibowli, R/o. Flat No. 401, LIG
109/7, 4th Floor, 4th Phase, KPHB Colony, Kukatpally, Hyderabad-500072, Ph:
8143647251.
KRKHATF2103270002 - DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY:
Property holder Name is Kuna Alekya W/o. Kuna Uma Maheshwara Rao,
Mortgage deed dated 30.03.2021 Registered as Document No. 7066/2021 on the
file of the office of Sub-Registrar at Rangareddy. PROPERTY ON THE NAME OF
Kuna Alekya W/o. Kuna Uma Maheshwara Rao. All that the Flat Bearing No. 601,
in Tower No.14 on Sixth Floor / 7th Level bearing Door No. 5-PMP/T-14/601, (PTIN
No. 1219980828) of the building Named and Styled as “PRAJAY MEGAPOLIS” with
built up area admeasuring 616 square feet together with undivided share in the land
admeasuring Ac. 11.08 square yards or 9.26 sg.meters constructed on land
admeasuring Ac. 21-05 guntas in Survey No. 78 of HAFEEZPET Village,
Serilingampally Mandal, under GHMC Serilingampally Circle, Rangareddy District,
T.S., and bounded as follows: Boundaries for the Land: North: Neighbour’s
Land in Survey No. 78, South: Indu Projects and Mahindra Life Space, East:
Neighbour’s land and Indu projects, West: Road.
Boundaries for the Flat: North: Open to Sky, South: Open to Sky, East: Corridor
& Open to Sky, West: Open to Sky.
This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the
authorized officer of SFL is in the lawful Possession of the immovable property
mentioned herein above and the Borrowers or any person shall not after receipt of
this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise deal with/alienate any of the
above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice, without prior written
consent of SFL.
Place: Hafeezpet
Date: 29-01-2026

Amount due as
per Demand
Notice

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Shriram Finance Limited

Axis Bank Limited, # 5-2-183/184, 3rd Floor,

AAX]S BANEK LTD ModiSquare Ranigunj, Secunderabad-500003,

Mobile: 9381793217

DEMAND NOTICE

(Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI Act) read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (En-
forcement) Rules, 2002) All of you the below mentioned Borrowers are hereby informed that the
Bank has initiated proceedings against you under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Fi-
nancial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and the the Demand Notices on the
dates mentioned below u/s 13(2) of the Act sent to you by Registered Post Ack due have been
received bank undelivered. All of you are hereby called upon to take notice and pay the
outstanding loan amount mentioned below within 60 days from the date of this publication, failing
which the Bank will proceed against all of you by exercising its right under Sub-section (4) of
Section 13 of the Act by enforcing the below mentioned security to realize its dues with inneedles
to mention that the notice is addressed to all of you without prejudice to any other remedy avail-
able to the Bank. As security for the repayment terests and costs. The account has been classified
as Non Performing Asset in accordance with the directives/guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of
India, itis of the said loan to Axis Bank Ltd., all of you executed Loan Agreement, and also created,
equitable mortgage by deposit of title deeds of the property detailed herein below : We draw your
attentions to Sec 13 (8) of the Securitisation Act as per which, no further steps shall be taken for
transfer or sale of the secured asset, if the dues of the secured creditor together with all costs,
charges and expenses incurred by secured creditor are tendered by you at any time before the
date fixed for sale or transfer of the secured assets.
RefNo: AXIS/SARFAESI/JAN-26/SME/1 Date:14-01-2026.
1. M/s. Kamakshi Industries (applicant), Rep By Its Partners: Mr. Uppala Srinivas, Mrs. Uppala
Radha And Uppala Sahul, Plot No. 37 And 38, Kiran Enclave, Sikh Road, Near Delhi Public
School, Secunderabad, Hyderabad, Telangana—500003.
2. Mr. Uppala Srinivas (guarantor), S/o. Uppala Balraj, Plot No. 37 And 38, Kiran Enclave, Opp
Awho Colony, Sikh Road, Manovikas Nagar, Thirumalgiri, Hyderabad, Telangana —500009.
3. Mrs. Uppala Radha (guarantor), W/o. Uppala Srinivas, Plot No. 37 And 38, Kiran Enclave,
OppAwho Colony, Sikh Road, Manovikas Nagar, Thirumalgiri, Hyderabad, Telangana—500009.
4. Mr. Uppala Sahul (guarantor), S/o. Uppala Srinivas, Plot No. 37 And 38, Kiran Enclave, Opp
Awho Colony, Sikh Road, Manovikas Nagar, Thirumalgiri, Hyderabad, Telangana — 500009.,
Loan Alc. 922060051358827, NPA Date: 29-10-2025, Demand Notice Date: 14-01-2026,
Outstanding amount: Rs. 5,10,92,578/-(Rupees Five Crore Ten Lakh Ninety-Two Thousand
Five Hundred Seventy-Eight Only) as on 30-09-2025
SCHEDULE- A, MOVABLE PROPERTIES

Hypothecation of the entire current assets & Movable Fixed Assets of the borrower, both present
and future on exclusive basis.

SCHEDULE - B, IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
PROPERTY-1: All that part and parcel of the H. Nos. 5-2-351 and 5-2-351/1, on Plot No. 73,
admeasuring 186.66 Sq. yards, together with the building thereon consisting of total Built-up area
3780 (i.e., 1340 square feet in Ground Floor, 1340 square feet in First Floor and 1100 square feet
in Second Floor), situated at Hyderbasthi, Secunderabad, stands in the name of Mr. UPPALA
SAHUL vide doc no: 1909/2017 at SRO of Secunderabad and bounded on the: NORTH: ROAD,
SOUTH: 12'-0"PASSAGEROAD, EAST: HOUSE ONPLOTNO.74, WEST: HOUSE ON PLOT
NO.72.
PROPERTY-2: Allthat part and parcel of the Office Space No.1 in Fifth Floor, with a super built
up area of 712 Sgq. feet including common areas together with proportionate undivided share in
land measuring 15.46 Sq. yards from and out of the total extent of 2170 Sq. yards or 1814.47 Sq.
metres, in the commercial Building complex commonly known as “VASAVI'S SHREEMUKHI",
forming part of Municipal No. 3 6 198, situated at Himayatnagar, Hyderabad stands in the name
of Smt. U. RADHA vide doc no: 1216/2009 and bounded by: NORTH : Part of Office Space No. 1,
SOUTH: Office Spaces No. 5 &6 of Vendors, EAST : Corridor, WEST : Open to sky.
PROPERTY-3: All that part and parcel of the premises bearing Office Space No. 1 (Part), in Fifth
Floor, as per sanctioned plan, with a Super Built-up Area of 1612 square feet, in the Commercial
Building complex to be commonly known as “VASAVI'S SHREEMUKH’, together with a
proportionate undivided share in land measuring 35 sq. yds. from out of the total extent of 2170
sq. yds. or 1814.47 sq. mtrs, forming part of Municipal No. 3-6-198, situated at Himayatnagar,
Hyderabad, stands in the name of Smt. UPPALA SRINIVAS vide doc no: 3145/2006 at SRO of
Hyderabad and bounded by: NORTH : Open to Sky, SOUTH : Part of Office Space No. 1, EAST :
Corridor, WEST : Open to Sky.
PROPERTY-4: All that partand parcel of the Office Nos. 5 & 6 in Fifth Floor, with a super built-up
area of900 Sq. feetincluding common areas, together with proportionate undivided share in land
measuring 19.54 Sq. yards from and out of the total extent of 2170 Sq. yards or 1814.47 Sq.
metres, in the Commercial Building complex commonly known as “VASAVI'S SHREEMUKH’,
forming part of Municipal No. 3-6-198, situated at Himayatnagar, Hyderabad stands in the name
of Smt. U. RADHA vide doc no: 2400/2014 at SRO of Hyderabad and bounded by: NORTH : Part
of Office Space No. 1 Vendee, SOUTH : Staircase, EAST : Corridor, WEST : Open to sky.
PROPERTY-5: All that the piece and parcel of the Industrial land admeasuring 3.3600 Ac. Gts in
Kothur (V), Mudu Chinthalapally (M), Medchal-Malkajgiri District, bearing Sy.no 40/U and
40/UU, within the limits of local body stands in the name of Mr. UPPALA SRINIVAS vide doc no:
56/2020 at SRO of Muduchinthalpally, Medchal-Malkajgiri and bounded by: NORTH : ROAD,
SOUTH: OTHERS / NEIGHBOURS LAND, EAST: OTHERS / NEIGHBOURS LAND, WEST:
ROAD.

Date: 31-01-2026
Place: Medchal-Malkajgiri

For Axis Bank Ltd.
(Authorized Officer)
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I, EPURI RAGHASUDHA
(Old Name), H. No. 1-1-59/1/
201, Swarnabharati Enclave,
Chaitanyapuri Colony, V.T.C.
Hanumakonda, RE College
(PO), Dist. Warangal Urban,
506004, Telangana State.
hereby declare that | have
changed my name as
MUCHERLA RAGHASUDHA

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
$.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

for IT and Industries.

e-Tender Notice Nos. C/E.29/
Elec/M/SC/38/0EW/0T/2025-26
Dt.29.01.2026

For and on behalf of President of India,
the undersigned invites e-tender for the
given below work up to 15.00 hours on
19.02.2026

S.No.: 01 e-Tender No.:
letenderNo.C/E.29/Elec/M/SC/38/OE]|
\W/OT/2025-26 etender No.E-M-SC-
38-0OT-2025-26 Name of work: ple.
Secunderabad Division Electrical
Maintenance Department : (i) Up
gradation of Substation at DKJ, ZB &
SNF stations for improve reliability off
power supply. (ii) Shifting of Substation
from PF No.3 to PF No.1 at BIDAR.
(iii)Provision of RMUs in place 4 pole
structures at substations of MCI,
BPA,MMZ, SKZR MAGH, LPI,
ELS/KZJ, DLS/KZJ, LRB Substation,
DLS/KZJ , DLS colony , DLS-HT|
Incoming Point ,BG & KHNP, BDCR
substations (iv) Augmentation and
strengthening of HT power supply|
larrangements SNF, RDM, BPA & DKJ
Depots - Electrical arrangements.
Tender Value (3): 8,69,19,846.65
EMD (%): 5,84,600.00 CTF (): 0.00]
|Completion period: 6 Months
1. Tender conditions/other particulars
are available in the Tender documents
on IREPS website at
“www.ireps.gov.in” which can be
downloaded, can be participated and
can view any modifications if any.
2. The tender notice is also displayed in
the Notice Board located in the office of
Sr.DEE(Maintenance), Secunderabad
Division, South Central Railway,
Secunderabad which can be seen on
allworking days.
3. The Railway reserves the right to
cancel the tender without assigning
any reason thereto.
Sr.Divisional Electrical Engineer/
(M)/Secunderabad
Tender Notice No
TNDR-39-2025-26
Tenders are invited in IREPS by th
undersigned for the following works.
Tender No.: B-E-29-TRD-TNDR-39-
2025-26 Name of work: Vijayawad
Division: Additions and alterations to|
IOHE in connection with “Proposed

enhance

their capabilities.

sustaining this

TENDER NOTICE NO: 57/2026
Dt.30.01.2026.

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
e-Procurement Tender Notice
The Following Tenders Have Been
Floated Online. Tenders Are
Requested To Visit The Website
www.ireps.gov.in And Submit Their
Offers Online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD May Be Seen In
Website. Offers Submitted Manually
Will Not Be Accepted. Offers By Post
Will Not Be Entertained. Tender
Closing Time Is 14.30 Hrs Of The Due
Date Of The Tender. “For All
Indigenous Offers, EMD Will Be
Accepted Only Via Online System As
Available On www.ireps.gov.in.”

(New Name) for all future ally competitive workforce
purposes. aligned with emerging interna-
tional requirements, said

Duddilla Sridhar Babu, Minister

Addressing the Future of
Intelligent and Evolved Strategies
in Talent Acquisition (Fiesta)
2026 conference at HITEC City on
Friday, the Minister said the gov-
ernment has placed strong
emphasis on skilling, reskilling
and upskilling to continuously
employability and
adaptability among young peo-

He observed that in the coming
years, skills rather than capital
would increasingly determine
the trajectory of economic
growth. Highlighting the impor-
tance of continuous learning, he
said sustained excellence and
long-term growth were possible
only when institutions and indi-
viduals consistently upgraded

Referring to the latest Union
Economic Survey, the Minister
noted that India’s growth rate is
projected at around 7 per cent,
which he described as encourag-
ing. However, he cautioned that
momentum
would require more than budget

Construction of Two lane Road Ove Tender No. Brief Description

Bridge of span in replacement of LC
No.52 on BZA-BVRM section on NH|
165 at KM.230+600 of including

33251674A | Knuckle for high tensile|
tightlock centre

Brake Cylinder

Improvement of Road from Km 12+200 33251515A
land 15+200 as one time Improvement|||LH257454
Gudivada bypassed town stretch in the

Flex ball cable short (L-|
2333MM)

state of Andhra Pradesh under NH(O)
on EPC between Gudivada and

30251193B [Hanger for Bogie

Bolster Suspension

Bhimavaram section. Approx Value|
(%): 63,23,700.48 Bid Security (EMD)
(%): 1,26,500/- Completion period:
12 Months Date of closing:

29261485 | Set of pins and Bushes|
for brake rigging off

WAP-7 locos

38262034 [Constant contact

24.02.2026 at 15.00 Hrs. ;
S.No.1 - Cost of Tender form (Rs.): polyurethane side|
NIL bearer Assembly

6025PT041 |End cut metal liners
(1)RDSO,Drg.NO.T-
9681/8748(2) RDSO,

Drg.NO.T-4511/3740-

For full detailed and conditions visit our
site at www.ireps.gov.in

Sr.Divisional Electrical Engineer/
TrD/Vijayawada

LS255442 | CNC Air plasma cutting

machine

Tender No

G/36/2025-26/34
Dated: 30.01.2026

6025PT044 |Metal liners RDSO,

Drg.NO.T-3740-

ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF
INDIA, SR.DIVISION SIGNAL &

Metal liners RDSO,
Drg.NO.T-8748

TELECOM ENGINEER,|8025PT046
HYDERABAD DIVISION, SOUTH

CENTRAL RAILWAY, |LS265008
SECUNDERABAD INVITES OPEN

Hydraulic vertical 4
column press

Counter weight for

Electric lifting barrier

TENDERS FOR THE FOLLOWING |=5551222
WORKS THROUGH E-

PROCUREMENT UP TO 11.30
HOURS OF DATED.02.03.2026.

SI.No.: 01 Tender No.: Y/SG/36/2025-]
26/34 Name of the work: Hyderabad

82255019 [HQ-MED-GTE -
Advanced Apheresis|

system

Composite Grooved
rubber sole plates to|
RDSO Drgno. T-8747

Division - Carrying out Repairs to]||6025PT050
Signal Assets on Secunderabad|
(Excl)-Dhone Jn (Excl) and

Secunderabad (Excl) - Mudkhed|l6025PT047
(Excl.) Sections Approx value (3):

NCR GRSP 10mm thick
to RDSO Drg.no.T-9790

3,21,56,352 EMD (): 3,10,800
Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecom

54251139 |EOLB Components|

Boom Assembly

Engineer/Hyderabad [lg5o5pT049

TENDER NOTICE No. 07_ 3
DRM_W_HYB_26 dt. 30/01/2026 B

Composite Grooved
rubber sole plates to|
RDSO Drgno. T-6618

On behalf of the President of India, ||SCR-26- RC For supply of New
Divisional Railway Manager/Works, |CAP- Gantry(8Wheeler) for|
Hyderabad Division, South Central|NGsw TRT

Railway, Secunderabad invites Open
Tenders for the following works
through e-procurement up to 15.00
hours of 23/02/2026.
Tender No.: 07_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: SC-DHNE
Section:- Provision of Standard Crash
barriers at Existing ROBs (15Nos) in
SC-DHNE section Approx Value (3):
1,84,74,692 EMD (%): 2,42,400
For further details visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager/
Works/Hyderabad

Note:-Due dates of Tender
Opening: SL.No.01 on
dt.13.02.2026.SL.No. 02 on
dt.16.02.2026. SL.No. 03&04 on
dt.17.02.2026 SL.N0.05&06 on
20.02.2026.SL.No0.07 on
dt.23.02.2026 SL.N0.08 on
dt.24.02.2026 SL.No. 09 on
dt.25.02.2026 SL.No0.10&11 on
dt.26.02.2026 SL.No.12 to 14 on
dt.02.03.2026 SL.No.15 on
dt.03.03.2026 SL.No.16 on
dt.04.03.2026. SL.No0.17 on
dt.16.03.2026 SL.No.18 on
dt.26.02.2026.
CORRIGENDUM

1) Tender Notice No.54/2025 dt.
09.01.2026 Tender No0.38252363 due

Tender Notice No
TNDR-4

Tenders are invited in IREPS by th
undersigned for the following works.

Tender No.: B-E-29-TRD-TNDR-40-
2025-26 Name of work: TDD:
Electrification of proposed new lines in
connection with “Proposal fo
converting goods shed siding as|

on 02.02.2026 Brieff ; Non-Asbestos
'L'Type Composition Brake Block
may be read as Due date 12.02.2026
instead of existing

Beside Above Mentioned Tenders

running line with CSR of 720m at There Are Other Tenders Having
Tadepalligudem (TDD) station” [|Value Above Rs.50 Lakhs.

|Approx Value (3): 1,54,02,669.88 Bid|| For Details, Please Visit Railway
Security (EMD) (3): 2,27,000/-| Website Above.

ICompletion period: 12 Months Date Principal Chief Materials

lof closing: 27.02.2026 at 15.00Hrs. || A2335 Manager/Secunderabad

S.No.1 - Cost of Tender form (Rs.):

NIL

For full detailed and conditions visit our

site at www.ireps.gov.in

Sr.Divisional Electrical Engineer/
TrD/Vijayawada

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
Please visit website at
https://lwww.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Hyderabad : Telangana govern- J %
ment is committed to transform-
ing the State’s youth into a glob-

Telangana government is committed to trans-
forming the State’s youth into a globally com-
petitive workforce aligned with emerging inter-
national requirements, said Duddilla Sridhar
Babu, Minister for IT and Industries.

Telangana to Develop Youth as Globally
Competitive Workforce Minister Sridhar Babu

ary allocations and called for
strengthening  institutional
capacity, organisational efficien-
cy and governance systems.
Sridhar Babu underlined the
need for organisations to under-
take structural transformation to
effectively leverage artificial
intelligence, rather than treating
Al merely as a technological add-
on. Failure to adapt to these
changes, he warned, could pose
serious long-term challenges.

He said Telangana is being
positioned not only as a job-cre-
ating State, but also as a long-
term strategic partner for global
industries. Institutions such as
the AI University, Skill
University, AIKAM, School of
Life Sciences and Young India
International Schools would
play a crucial role in establish-
ing Telangana as a preferred
destination for high-quality
human capital.

The conference was attended
by HR leaders from national and
international technology compa-
nies, including Social Talent
founder Johnny Campbell,
Carolan  Global Solutions
Managing Director Pawan
Sachdeva, CrowdStrike Vice-
President Rajesh Menon, actor
and author Mandira Bedi, along
with members of the Fiesta 2026
organising committee.

DGP Reviews Security Arrangements at Medaram Jatara; Offers
Prayers Along with Governor and Minister Seethakka

Hyderabad: With the
Medaram  Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara witness-

ing an unprecedented surge
of devotees, Director
General of Police B.
Shivadhar Reddy visited
Medaram on Friday to
review the security
arrangements and crowd
management measures on
the ground.

DGP offered prayers at the

gaddelu of the forest deities and  State ~ Minister  nology is being extensively
Sammakkaand Saralamma  Danasaari Anasuya used to enhance security.
and presented niluvettu  Seethakka for darshan. Under the “Medaram

bangaram (jaggery) as an
offering. He later accompa-
nied Jishnu Dev Varma,

Mandala Sammaiah meets Meenakshi
Natarajan, raises fishermen issues

Hanamkonda: \
Senior Congress
leader and
Telangana State
Executive Member
of the Fishermen
Congress
Committee,
Mandala
Sammaiah, on
Friday met Meenakshi Natarajan at the DCC
Bhavan and discussed issues faced by the fish-
ermen community in Telangana. He high-
lighted concerns related to livelihoods, wel-
fare schemes and financial support.Meenakshi
Natarajan appreciated Sammaiah’s grass-
roots efforts and assured him that the
Congress leadership is committed to protect-
ing the interests of traditional fishing commu-
nities. She stressed the need for strong organ-
isation and public outreach to empower mar-
ginalized sections.

Modi govt intimidating youth,
undermining democracy: Dr Rekha
Hyderabad: Telangana
Pradesh Mahila
Congress Vice
President Dr Rekha
Boyalapalli accused the
Modi government of
intimidating young
voices and weakening
democratic values by
criminalising question-
ing. Referring to the alleged targeting of young
activist Ashwamit Gautam, she said he only
raised constitutional questions on inflation,
unemployment, pollution and public services
using official data.She criticised the govern-
ment’s “selective outrage”, stating that criti-
cal thinking is being punished while blind
obedience is rewarded. Dr Rekha asserted
that democracy thrives on debate and account-
ability, not fear, and demanded that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi clarify whether the
government would answer people’s questions
or suppress dissent.

Educationist Chenna Venkata
Narayana remembered

Kazipet: A
memorial meet-
ing was held at
Popular Garden,
Srinagar
Colony,
Hanumakonda,
to pay tributes to late Chenna Venkata
Narayana, former Mandal Education Officer
(Retd.). Speakers recalled his significant con-
tributions to education, teacher training and
the strengthening of the PRTU.

who arrived by helicopter,

Speaking to the media,
the DGP said that for the
first time in the history of

the jatara, advanced tech-

initiative, the TG-Quest
Al-based drone policing
system is monitoring near-

ly 30 square Kkilometres of
the jatara area. The drones
are functioning as digital
beat officers, providing
real-time inputs from forest
areas and sensitive loca-
tions such as Jampanna
Vagu.

He said QR code-enabled
wristbands introduced to
prevent children from get-
ting separated in the heavy
crowd are yielding positive
results. Facial recognition
software is being used to
2.0”  identify habitual offenders,
while Al-based alerts are
helping detect suspicious
objects.

Dr John Wesley, Blessie Wesley bless singer
Srimanth Katamala

Secunderabad: International
evangelists Dr John Wesley
and Blessie Wesley attended
the wedding ceremony of
noted gospel singer Srimanth
Katamala at Kompally on
Friday and blessed the newly
married couple. The evange-
lists offered special prayers

and spoke on the sanctity of I

marriage, urging the couple to build their life on faith, prayer
and mutual respect. Family members, church leaders, fellow
artists and members of the Christian community attended the
ceremony and extended their wishes to the couple.

Collector Harichandana inspects
Borabanda Basti Dawakhana

Hyderabad: District Collector
Dasari Harichandana on
Friday inspected the
Borabanda Vinayak Nagar
Basti Dawakhana and direct-
ed officials to ensure better
and patient-friendly health-
care services. She reviewed
OP services, staff deployment,
medicine availability and lab-
oratory facilities, and inter-
acted with patients to assess
service delivery.The Collector
said healthcare is a top prior-
ity of the government and
informed that inspections are
being conducted in all 169

Basti Dawakhanas in the dis-
trict as per the instructions of
In-charge Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar. District Medical
and Health Officer Dr Venkat,
corporator Habeeba Sultana,
medical officers and officials
were present.

Vignaan Grammar High School Pays
Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi

Hyderabad: Vignan
Grammar High School
at H.B. Colony, Medchal
district, observed the =
death anniversary of the
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THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD.
HYDERABAD REGIONAL OFFICE

New India Bhawan, Plot No.1, 2 & 3, Habsiguda,
|1 P, Uppal, Hyderabad - 500 007.

CIN No: L66000MH1919G01000526
PREMISES REQUIRED

Wanted Commercial Premises Measuring Approximately 1500
Sg.ft Carpet Area on Lease For Our Basheerbagh Business
office 613000 In The Locality of Basheerbagh and
Himayatnagar, Last Date For Receiving Tenders 06-02-2026
@4:00 PM. For Further Details, Please See Website:
https://lwww.newindia.co.in/tender-notice

Place : Hyderabad, Sd/-
Date: 30.01.2025 DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER

BHONGIR BRANCH (0658)
OPP : MUNICIPAL OFFICE STATION RAOD,
BHONGIR, TELANGANA - 508116

POSSESSION NOTICE {SECTION 13(4)}
(For immovable property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank
Bhongir Branch under Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (hereinafter referred to
as “the Act’) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with
Rule 3 of the security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand
Notice dated 24.11.2025 calling upon the borrower Mrs Chinthakayala Indiramma,
Wio. Chinthakayala Sathyanarayana, and Co-obligant : 1. Mr Chinthakayala
Praveen Kumar, Sl/o. Chinthakalaya Sathayanarayana, 2. Mr. Chinthayakayala
Sai Kumar, Slo. Chinthakalaya Sathayanarayana, all are above addresses : H.
No. 1-7-224/2, R.B. Nagar, Bhongir Town, Yadadri Bhuvangiri District - 508116.
Mis. Sri. Renuka Boutique, Prop : Ch. Indiramma to repay the amount mentioned
in the notice, being Rs. 55,24,503.19 (Rupees Fifty Five Lakh Twenty Four
Thousand Five Hundred Three and Ninteen Paisa Only) within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, Notice is hereby given to the
borrower and public in general, that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him /her under
Section 13(4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rule on this 29th day
of January of the year 2026.
The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
the Canara Bank, Bhongir Branch, for an amount of Rs.55,24,503.19 (Rupees
Fifty Five Lakh Twenty Four Thousand Five Hundred Three and Ninteen Paisa
Only) as mentioned in the Demand Notice dt. 24.11.2025 and interest and bank
charges and other expenses thereon.
The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
All that the house bearing the number 2-5-147/4/9, Assessment No. 1040014302,
(Constructed on Northen part of the open plot in Sy.No.18) Consisting of Two floors :
Ground Floor and First Floor, Ground Floor : Consist of One Hall, One Kitchen Room,
One Puja Room, Two Bed Rooms with Toilets and Open Place with RCC Roof areas
805 Sq fts, First Floor Consist of Two Bed Rooms, Two Halls, Two Kitchens, Puja
Room and Open Place with Toilets, with RCC Roof areas 805 Sq fts in all
admeasuring an area of 150 Sq Yards or equivalent to 125.4 Sq Meters, Total RCC
Roof area 1610 Sq ft situated at Revenue village, Bagayath Bhongir, included under
the city Municipality Bhongir and the locality is known as Seetha Nagar, Bhongir Town
and Mandal, Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District within the limits of Bhongir Municipality and
bounded by : North : Plot of Gopal Swamy, South : Southern Part of the Open Plot
of Vendor’s, East : Plot of Venkat Reddy & Laxmi, West : 30"’ Wide Road
Date :29.01.2026 Sd/-
Place : BHONGIRI Authorised Officer

&1e136 Canara Bank <4

[ firsxe Syndicate

Indian Overseas Bank

Adarsh Nagar Branch, 5-9-305A, Paiga Plaza Building,
Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad 500029 (TS)
Telephone : 040-23421559 Email : iob1301@iob.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[Under Provision to Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules]
“APPENDIX- IV-A”

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 Notice is
hereby given to the publicin general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s)
that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured
Creditor/Indian Overseas Bank the physical possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of Indian Overseas Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is
where is” and “As itis what is”” Whatever there is” and Without Recourse basis” on
20.02.2026, for recovery of Rs. 92,14,653.68 (Rupees Ninety-Two Lakh Fourteen
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Three and Paise Sixty-Eight Only) due to the Indian
Overseas Bank, Secured Creditor from Borrowers, Smt JARUPULA ALIVELA W/O

RAMU RAMAVATH & Sri RAMU RAMAVATH S/O UMLA RAMAVATH (Borrower/s).
The reserve price will be Rs. 74,75,000/- (Rupee Seventy-Four Lakh Seventy-Five
Thousand only) and the earnest money deposit will be Rs. 7,47,500/- (Rupees Seven
Lakh Forty-seven Thousand Five Hundred Only).

Schedule of Secured Assets:SCHEDULE OF PROPERTIES ALONG WITH
BOUNDARIES: All that the Flat Nos. S1, S2 and S3 on Second Floor, building name as
“DAMODAR VILLA”, Flat no. S1 Premises Bearing Municipal H. No. 3-4-1006/S1 (PTIN
No. 1090307055), Flat no. S2 Premises Bearing Municipal H. No. 3-4-1006/S2 (PTIN No.
1090307053) & Flat no. S3 Premises Bearing Municipal H. No. 3-4-1006/S3 (PTIN No.
1090307646), & having plinth area of S1 is 850 sft, area of S2 is 850 sft and area of S3 is
850 sft, including 3 car parking and undivided share of land 121.65 sq yards, out of total land
area 487.76 sq. yards in the Premises bearing Municipal No. 3-4-1006, Situated at Bus
Depot Road, Barkatpura, Hyderabad, T.S. and bounded by: Boundaries of Entire Land:
North: 40’ Bus Depot Road; South: Late Sri Dev Raj Naidu's Property of Open Plot; East:
Neighbor’s Property H.No. 3-4-1006/1; West: Sub-Damayanti Enclave. Boundaries of the
Flats (Damodar Villa):North: Open to Sky; South: Flat no. S-4; East: Open to Sky; West:
Staircase and Corridor.

The reserve price Rs. 74,75,000/- and the earnest money deposit will be Rs.
7,47,500/-. Last date of submission of bid with EMD: 19.02.2026 till 5.00 p.m.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Indian
Overseas Bank, Secured Creditor’s website i.e. www.iob.in/e-Auctions.aspx and also
https://baanknet.com

This may also be treated as a Notice under Rule 8(6)/ Rule 9(1) of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to the borrower/s and guarantor/s of the said loan about
holding of e-auction on the above-mentioned date.
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PROPERTY ID: :
IOBA1301001

Reserve Price Rs. 74,75,000/-

Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 7,47,500/-.

Date: 30-01-2026
Place: Hyderabad

Authorized Officer,
Indian Overseas Bank

Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, with
solemn respect.

The school Director
Chintala Nirmala

Reddy, along with teachers
and students, offered floral
tributes by garlanding the
portrait of Mahatma Gandhi
and paid heartfelt homage.

Addressing the gathering,
Smt. Nirmala Reddy said that
Gandhiji led India to freedom
through the ideals of non-vio-
lence and Satyagraha and
conveyed a universal mes-

sage of peace, truth, and har-
mony to the world. She called

upon students to imbibe
Gandhian values in their
daily lives and work towards

building a just and peaceful
society.The programme con-
cluded with students and staff
reaffirming their commit-
ment to the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi

FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South
Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032.
Administrative office: 6th Floor (level 2), Building No.

Financg Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road,
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited,
(Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance
Company Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name
Changed as Shriram Finance Limited, by it's Incorporation Certificate dt. 13-11-
2022) a corporate body registered and incorporated as a company under the Indian
companies Act 1956, is doing Non-Banking financial activities, having its Registered
Office: Sri Towers, Plot No. 14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai -
600032 and having its administrative office at 6th Floor (level 2), Building No. Q2,
Aurum Q Parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-
400710, under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to
the Borrowers details of which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount
mentioned in the said demand notices.

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the
said Rules, on this 28TH JANUARY, 2026.
Borrower Name and Address

(1) Raju Manku, Slo: Mallaiah M @Alias Mallesham, Age: 47| Per Demand
Years, Occ: Self Employee, R/o: Address-I: H.No: 9-1697, YSR Notice
Colony, Bollaram IDA, AIE Bollaram, Jinnaram (Mdl), Medak -| Rs. 35,36,834/-
502325, Address-II: 4-114, Pochamma Basti, Near Dhurgamma | (Rupees Thirty
Temple, Jinnaram Mandalam, Bollaram, IDA Bollaram, Medak-| Five Lakhs
502325, B/o: Proprietor of "Gandhi Centring Contractor Union" At Thirty Six
# Bollaram (V), Jinnaram (M), Medak Dist.,, 9848758137.|Thousand Eight
(2) Bhulaxmi Manku, S/o: Raju M, Age: 63 Years, Occ: House| Hundred And
Wife, R/o: Address-l: H.No: 9-1697, YSR Colony, Bollaram IDA,|  Thirty Four
AIE Bollaram, Jinnaram (Mdl), Medak -502325, Address-Il: 4- Only)
114, Pochamma Basti, Near Dhurgamma Temple, Jinnaram
Mandalam, Bollaram, IDA Bollaram, Medak-502325, 9848884 126. (3) Suramsetty
Gopi, S/o: Venkateswara Rao, Age: 42 Years, Occ: Self Employee, R/o: H.No: 6-
155, Beerappa Colony, IDA Bollaram, Jinnaram, AIE Bollaram, Medak-502325, B/o:
Proprietor of "SVR Material Suppliers", At Same as Resi Address, 9247406840.
.......... Barrowers/Co-borrower /Guarantors/Legal heirs
ATTAPTF1803310002 - DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY: Property
holder Name is MANKU BHULAXMI, Mortgage deed dated 02.04.2018 Registered as
Document No 12259/2018 on the file of the office of Sub-Registrar at SANGAREDDY
(R.0). All that the House Bearing No. 9-1697 in Survey No. 284, Admeasuring 200
Square Yards Situated at YSR Colony, Bollaram Village, Jinnaram Mandal, Medak
District And bounded as follows: Towards East: Road, Towards West: Open Place,
Towards North: H.No. 9-1698, Present: Open Place, Towards South: H.No. 9-1696.
This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the
authorized officer of SFL is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable
property mentioned herein above and the Borrowers or any person shall not after
receipt of this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise deal with/alienate
any of the above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice, without prior
written consent of SFL.
Place: MEDAK

Amount due as

Sd/- Authorised Officer,

Date: 30.01.2026 Shriram Finance Limited
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SIT NOTICES TO KCR
ARE DEPLORABLE

Golden Chariot =

Festival was held for 2 : Madhira (TSIT): Former minister Puvvada Ajay Kumar
Srisailam Ml T A i on Thursday termed the issuance of SIT notices to BRS
Brmarambika mal- f bl TG <= W 5o ) ! president and former Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar
likarjunaSwamy [ f e L 8 i 3 Rao as a deplorable act. Addressing a media conference in
Ammavar today in - 1 j ' Madhira, he said summoning KCR for inquiry was noth-
honor of the Arudra —— 2 ing but an attempt to divert public attention.
nakshatram Sri o i A - He alleged that the Congress had come to power on false
Pothugunta Ramesh : o B promises and was now resorting to diversionary politics
Naidu, President of the to cover up its failure to implement assurances given to
Council, Executive ! 2 the people. Puvvada appealed to voters to support BRS
Officer.M.SrinivasaRao 1Y N . Y gt : and CPI(M) candidates in the municipal elections, stating
participated in this 2 ! L 3 - g ' R4 E(igpv?/grgsl Sgllglg %gi?é%gf{igﬁg:ﬁiﬁf?:f‘pﬁf ?(I:,}s ;1}113 that the parties would continue to fight until the Congress
program. ) 3 | ¥ makes suggestions to the concerned authorities. fulfilled its promises. Stating that no politics was ever

played in matters of development during the BRS regime,
Puvvada said Madhira was developed on the lines of
Khammam when he was a minister. He accused the pres-
ent government of taking credit for works carried out
earlier and alleged that key schemes such as Rythu
Bandhu, loan waiver and farmer support had been
pushed aside.

FUTURE OF THE NATION

Rural enfrepreneurship is not an option,
an imperative: NITTTR Director Dr Usha Nateshan

Coimbatore, Jan 30 (TSIT):
“The world stands at a defining ‘

inar and for partnering with
NITTTR. Delivering a special

3,

(AUTONOMOUS )

01 DHANALAKSHMI SRINIVASAN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
| il ™

Kuppam CM Chandrababu Naidu performed aarti to the
Krishna waters that reached Handri Neeva in Kuppam con-

stituency, Gudupalli

crossroads. Rural unemploy-
ment, livelihood insecurity, cli-
mate stress, migration pressures,
and rapid technological disrup-
tion are no longer isolated chal-
lenges; they are interconnected
global realities. In such a context,
rural entrepreneurship is not an
option, it is an imperative,” said
Director of National Institute of
Technical Teachers’ Training
and Research (NITTTR) Dr Usha
Nateshan. Participating as the
chief guest at an international
seminar on  “Innovative
Strategies in Entrepreneurship
and Rural Employment for
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) Achievement’ organized
by Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan
College of Engineering (DSCE)
on Friday, Dr Usha Nateshan
said that the Seminar closely
aligns with the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals

4 ’J‘Qf Q":j/ 5

(SDG), particularly those related
to poverty alleviation, decent
work, innovation, gender equali-
ty, reduced inequalities, and sus-
tainable communities and added
that these goals cannot be
achieved through policy docu-
ments alone and be realized on
the ground, in villages, small
towns, and local ecosystems.
Stating that the largest untapped
entrepreneurial potential lies in
rural and semi-urban regions,
where even modest investments
can generate high employment
impact, Dr Usha said that a Rs.5
lakh rural food processing unit
can employ nearly ten people

KIMS Kurnool doctors Dr. Sheikh Mannan &
Dr. Kiran Kumar who corrected S-shaped spine

Kurnool, January 30,
2026: Doctors at KIMS
Hospital, Kurnool, have
successfully corrected a
severe S-shaped spinal
deformity in an 18-year-old
girl through a highly com-
plex surgery involving the
placement of 30 spinal
screws. The patient, a resi-
dent of Vamasamudram
village in Kurnool district,
had been suffering for sev-
eral years from persistent
headaches, abnormal gait,
and progressive spinal
curvature. Her family,
belonging to an economi-
cally weaker background,
initially sought treatment
at a private hospital where
she underwent surgery in
2019 for Arnold-Chiari
malformation, a congeni-
tal condition affecting the
brain. While the head-
aches subsided after that
procedure, the spinal
deformity continued to

worsen over the years,
eventually resulting in a
pronounced hunchback
posture.

Given the high risk asso-
ciated with corrective spi-
nal surgery in such cases,
including the possibility of
permanent neurological
damage, the patient was
referred to KIMS Hospital,
Kurnool.

After detailed evalua-

«» acheived
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tion, a team led by consul-
tant spine surgeon Dr.
Shaik Mannan and Chief
Consultant and Head of
the Orthopaedics
Department Dr. Kiran
Kumar decided to perform
the surgery under contin-
uous intra-operative neu-
romonitoring.

Explaining the proce-
dure, Dr. Mannan said the
patient had a spinal curva-

Coca-Cola India Supports Hydration,
Local Retail at Medaram Jatara 2026

January 2026: As commu-
nities and visitors come
together for Medaram Jatara
2026 - Asia’s largest tribal
congregation, Coca-Cola
India, along with its bottling
partner - Hindustan Coca-
Cola Beverages Pvt. Ltd., is
strengthening its commit-
ment to local ecosystems
through large-scale hydra-
tion access, retailer enable-
ment, and community-led
interventions. Anchored in
its ‘Locally Yours’ initiative,
the company is working
closely with neighborhood
retailers, vendors, and work-
ers to support local liveli-
hoods and create economic
opportunities while deliver-
ing refreshment at scale.

Across Medaram and
nearby towns, local outlets
and vendors have been sup-
ported with cooling infra-
structure and on-ground
assistance, helping them set
up quickly and serve pil-
grims efficiently. Mobile
hydration carts, temporary
stalls at high-footfall loca-
tions, and shaded rest areas
have been set up to offer
moments of relief to visitors
navigating long walks and
queues.Vinay Nair, Chief
Commercial Officer,
Hindustan Coca-Cola

Beverages Pvt. Ltd. said,
“Our bottling operations are
built to serve moments that
matter, and few gatherings
match the scale and cultural
significance of Medaram
Jatara. Working alongside
thousands of local retailers,
we're ensuring that whether
someone stops at a roadside
stall or picks up a chilled
bottle from their neighbor-
hood store, refreshment is
within reach. This is what
our supply chain and part-
nerships are designed to
deliver.”Karan Achpal, Vice
President Franchise
Operations, Developing
Markets, Coca-Cola India
and Southwest Asia said,
“Medaram Jatara is both a
cultural landmark and a sig-
nificant economic driver for
the region. The support from
the Telangana government
has enabled us to mobilize
our retail ecosystem to serve
millions efficiently. Through
our bottling partners and

strong local relationships,
we're ensuring seamless bev-
erage availability while cre-
ating economic opportuni-
ties. This model is driving
local employment, strength-
ening retail businesses, and
contributing to socio-eco-
nomic growth that extends
well beyond the festival.”
Alongside hydration and
retail support, Anandana -
The Coca-Cola India
Foundation is also working
with local authorities on
#MaidaanSaaf, a communi-
ty-led initiative that inte-
grates waste collection with
on-ground infrastructure.
The effort supports sanita-
tion workers and volunteers
while encouraging responsi-
ble disposal and recycling.
Furthermore, the initiative
enables the deployment of
public utility infrastructure
made from recycled plastic
waste, including changing
rooms for visitors and
benches for public seating.

ture of nearly 50 degrees
extending from the D2 to
L4 vertebrae. “Despite the
high risk, we were able to
achieve nearly 90-95% cor-
rection using 30 special-
ised screws. The spinal
alignment has been
restored close to normal.
The earlier shoulder
imbalance has resolved,
both shoulders are now at
the same level, and the
prominent bony hump on
the back has significantly
reduced,” he said.

Remarkably, the patient
was able to walk indepen-
dently from the first day
after surgery, and her vital
functions returned to nor-
mal soon after. The sur-
gery was successfully com-
pleted with the support of
the anaesthesia team com-
prising Dr. Bhuvana and
Dr.Shruthi, along with,
critical care Dr. Rajesh
Reddy.
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locally, whereas the same invest-
ment in a city may generate only
one job. She exhorted the partici-
pants to move forward with a
purpose, transforming ideas into
enterprises, skills into liveli-
hoods into lasting impacts so that
the SDGs become lived realities
rather than distant promises.
Affirming NITTTR’s commit-
ment to strengthening global
partnerships, advancing techni-
cal education, and supporting
development through capacity
building and innovation, Dr
Usha thanked Dhanalakshmi
Srinivasan College of
Engineering for hosting the sem-

address, Seminar Coordinator
Prof G Kulanthaivel shared the
innovative strategies to achieve
SDGs, especially quality educa-
tion and explained the imple-
mentation of NIRF, NAAC and
NBA in higher education by the
Government of India. Principal
of DSCE Dr C Jegadheesan, P
Neelaraj of DSCE, Prof KS
Giridharan, Dean (Academic) of
DSCE Dr K Bhagirathi also
spoke on the occasion. Earlier,
DSCE  entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for strengthening academ-
ic collaboration, faculty develop-
ment programmes, research ini-
tiatives and international aca-
demic engagement with a special
focus on entrepreneurship and
rural development aligned with
the SDG. The Seminar was
attended by faculty and partici-
pants from 18 countries.

Turism Development
Brings Greater Recognition

Khammam (TSIT): The
State government is focus-
ing on strengthening the
tourism sector to bring
greater recognition and
economic growth, said
Agriculture and
Handlooms Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao.
He stated that tourism
development would not
only enhance the image of
the region but also create
employment opportuni-
ties and support local eco-
nomic activity.
Reviewing tourism-
related projects concern-
ing Khammam, the
Minister assessed the
progress of the Khammam
Fort Ropeway works. He
discussed the current sta-
tus of construction, techni-
cal aspects and the project
timeline with officials and
directed them to expedite
the works and ensure
completion within the

N
stipulated schedule with-
out delays. The Minister
also spoke over the phone
with Tourism Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao,
Tourism Commissioner
Valluri Kranthi and
Khammam  Municipal
Commissioner Abhishek
Agasya, urging them to
ensure immediate release
of funds and effective coor-
dination among depart-
ments. He said the
Khammam Fort Ropeway
would boost tourist foot-
fall and generate employ-
ment in hospitality,
transport and allied sec-
tors, assuring full support
from the government for
the project.

GITAM Hosts Keynote Lecture by Prof.
Udaya Kumar on Literature and Sociality

Hyderabad, January 30,
2026:The GITAM School of
Humanities and Social
Sciences (GSHYS),
Hyderabad, hosted a key-
note address by Prof.
Udaya Kumar of
Jawaharlal Nehru
University on Thursday
as part of a two-day
national symposium titled
“The Liminal Space:
Literary Cultures and
Socio-Political
Movements in India.” The
symposium was organ-

ised by the Department of English & Other

Languages.

Delivering his address on “Literature
and the Languages of Sociality: Notes
from Kerala,” Prof. Udaya Kumar exam-
ined literature as a liminal practice that
resists fixed definitions and exists
between established categories. He noted
that literature, as it developed over the
past century and a half, emerged as a mod-
ern formation shaped by material, social
and non-aesthetic conditions, addressing
an anonymous readership through faith
in the public domain. He added that this
understanding of literature is undergoing
significant transformation in contempo-

rary times.

Reflecting on the Indian novel, Prof.
Kumar highlighted its strong engagement
with social reality and collective experi-
ence, particularly through modern realist
fiction. He observed that the novel has

been widely recognised for its sustained

focus on lived realities and social learn-

ing.The lecture paid special attention to

Malayalam literature, with references to
the works of C. Ayyappan and Dalit writ-
ers. Prof. Kumar discussed the contrast
between “daylight” and “night-time” nar-
ratives, noting how these writings fore-
ground histories of caste oppression,
social suffering and aesthetic servitude,
especially in regions such as Kuttanad. He
emphasised that such narratives chal-
lenge sanitized portrayals and dominant
ideas of inclusivity by presenting complex
social experiences.

he session began with an introduction
by Dr. Jomy Abraham and concluded

with a summary by Dr. Sayantan Mondal,

Head of the Department of English &
Other Languages. Dr. Shamuel Tharu,
In-charge Director of GSHS, along with
faculty members and students, actively
participated in the programme.

LIES IN THE HANDS OF YOUNG
VOTERS: KAZIPET TRAFFIC CI
PITTALA VENKANNA

Warangal, January 29
(TSIT):Kazipet Traffic
Circle Inspector
Pittala Venkanna said
that the future of the
country depends on
young voters and their 2
conscious participa-
tion in the democratic
process. He stressed

that electing good leaders through voting is essential for
the nation’s progress.He was speaking as the chief guest
at a grand youth voter awareness conference and rally
organised by the Mera Yuva Bharat Department at St.
Ann’s College of Nursing, Fatima Nagar, under the aus-
pices of the Department of Youth Affairs, Government of
India. The programme was presided over by Nursing

College Superior Officer Jyoti.

Venkanna urged all eligible youth above 18 years of age
to register as voters and exercise their right to vote
responsibly. He also cautioned students against traffic
violations, stating that driving without a helmet, proper
documents, or under the influence of alcohol is a punish-
able offence and strict action would be taken against vio-
lators.On the occasion, five newly registered young voters
were honoured and congratulated. Later, Dr. Ram Kumar
Reddy, NSS Coordinator of Kaloji Narayana Rao
University of Health Sciences, addressed the gathering
and emphasised that the development of society and the
nation rests with the youth and their active participation.

Following the meeting, Traffic CI Pittala Venkanna,
Kaloji University NSS Coordinator Dr. Ram Kumar
Reddy, and Mera Yuva Bharat Deputy Director Anvesh
Chintala flagged off the awareness rally. Students raised
slogans such as “My Vote — My Right” and “Vote is a dia-
mond weapon in our hand,” spreading awareness on the
importance of voting at the Fatima Nagar junction.

RTIH Tirupati Hosts “Confluence —
The Innovators’ Summit”

Tirupati: Ratan Tata
Innovation Hub (RTIH),
Tirupati organized
“Confluence -  The
Innovators’ Summit,”

bringing together start-

ups, innovators, investors,
students, academicians,
and industry leaders on a
common platform to
enable knowledge
exchange and collabora-
tion.

The summit was attend-
ed by Mr. Vijayawanth
Mathur, CEO - RTIH; Mr.
Meet Jain, Vice Chairman
— Bizdatup; Dr. Mohan,
CEO - ANGRAU, Kadiri;
Mr. Pudi Hariprasad,
AGM - Amar Raja Group;
Mr. Yoga Narsimhulu
Naidu, CEO - Atal
Incubation Centre; and the

Dean of ITIT Sri City.

The event featured an
innovation expo where
startups showcased proto-
types and solutions across
multiple sectors. Investors

and industry representa-
tives interacted with inno-
vators to discuss mentor-
ing, partnerships, and
potential commercializa-
tion pathways. Students
from schools and colleges
participated in the expo and
interacted with founders
and mentors.“Confluence —
The Innovators’ Summit”
served as a platform to con-
nect innovation, invest-
ment, and academia, rein-
forcing RTIH Tirupati’s
role in strengthening
the regional startup eco-
system.

SIT charge sheet confirms adulterated ghee used
in Srivari Laddu preparation: TTD Chairman

Tirupati, 30

January  2026:
Strongly con-
demning the

attempts to mis-
lead devotees by F
claiming a “clean

chit", the TTD Chairman Sri BR Naidu

stated that the SIT charge sheet has clearly estab-
lished the use of adulterated ghee in the preparation
of Srivari Laddus and warned that strict action would
be taken against those responsible for tarnishing the
image of TTD. Addressingthe media at Sri Padmavathi
Rest House in Tirupati on Friday evening the
Chairman said it was untrue to claim that no ghee
adulteration had taken place, as the SIT charge sheet
itself recorded clear violations.
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CS Conducts Comprehensive Review of Key
Departments to Achieve Telangana Rising 2047 Goals

Hyderabad: In accordance
with the Telangana Rising
2047 vision, State Chief
Secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao has been holding
department-wise review
meetings over the last
three days to provide clear
direction to all govern-
ment departments. As per
the instructions of the
Hon’ble Chief Minister,
the Chief Secretary on
Friday reviewed several
major departments with
senior officials at the Dr
B.R. Ambedkar Telangana
State Secretariat.

The review covered the
departments of
Agriculture, Cooperation,
Animal Husbandry, Dairy
Development, Fisheries,
Forest, Environment,
Science & Technology,
Food & Civil Supplies,
Labour, Employment,
Training, Factories and
General Administration
(GAD).
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During the Agriculture
Department review, the Chief
Secretary reiterated that
farmer welfare is the govern-
ment’s top priority. He direct-
ed officials to achieve targets
set under the Telangana
Vision 2047 action plan and
strengthen fertiliser and urea
distribution through
IT-enabled systems. He
reviewed schemes being
implemented by  the
Agriculture, Marketing,
Cooperationand Horticulture
departments, stressed promo-
tion of oil palm plantations,
and expansion of fruit and

BOOKS DISTRIBUTED TO CHILDREN
AT OASIS ORPHANAGE ON MAHATMA
GANDHI'S 78TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY

— ———

Hanamkonda: On
the occasion of the
78th death anniver-
sary of Mahatma
Gandhi, library
books were distrib-
uted to children at
the Oasis Boys
Orphanage in
Hanumakonda on Friday.

The programme began
with participants paying
floral tributes to the por-
trait of Mahatma Gandhi.
Speaking on the occasion,
the organisers advised the
children to take Gandhiji
as their guiding light, fol-
low the path of peace and
truth, and work selflessly

for the welfare of society.
Oasis Boys Orphanage
management member
Oddiraju Chandraprakash
and staff members partici-
pated in the programme
and appreciated the initia-
tive, stating that such
activities help inculcate
moral values and reading
habits among children.
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vegetable cultivation based
on public demand. He also
reviewed the Kohed Market
construction works in Ranga
Reddy district and directed
continuous monitoring of
crop yields, farmer issues
and digital crop surveys.
Officials were instructed to
ensure adequate availability
of seeds and fertilisers for the
coming agricultural season
and strengthen district-level
supervision.Reviewing
Cooperation, the Chief
Secretary assessed the func-
tioning and financial health
of cooperative societies and

Nation

stressed the need to strength-
en them, ensure transparen-
cy and enhance farmers’
trust through efficient ser-
vice delivery. In the review of
Animal Husbandry, Dairy
Development and Fisheries,
the Chief Secretary directed
officials to strengthen veteri-
nary services at the village
level, conduct animal health
camps, and effectively imple-
ment vaccination pro-
grammes. He stressed
increasing milk collection
and chilling capacity, fram-
ing farmer-friendly dairy
policies, and improving
cooperative dairy institu-
tions. In the fisheries sec-
tor, he instructed officials
to prepare action plans to
enhance fish production in
tanks and major reservoirs
such as Mallanna Sagar,
Kondapochamma Sagar,
Mid Manair and Palair,
and ensure timely delivery
of welfare schemes to fish-
ermen.

Free medical
camp in
school

Karimnagar TSIT : Free
health and medical check-
ups in Sri Saraswati Shishu
Mandir High  School
Karimnagar Free health and
medical checkups are con-
ducted at Shishu Mandir by
Dak Kendra started by Star
Health Insurance. Led by Dr.
G Shweta, students and teach-
ers of the school were given
height, weight and blood tests
and medicines were distribut-
ed. Lab Technician B. Arun,
Nurse Divya and Pharmacist
V. Rajesh participated in this
programme. Secretary
Engineer Kola Anna Reddy
and Principal Samudrala
Rajamouli thanked them on
behalf of the school.

Telangana IPS Officers’ Association Condemns Baseless
Allegations Against Serving IPS Officer

Hyderabad: Telangana
IPS Officers’ Association
has issued a strong state-
ment condemning what it
described as malicious,
baseless and vicious alle-
gations made by a sitting
Member of the Legislative
Assembly against a serv-
ing IPS officer.

In a press release issued
on Friday the Association
expressed its strongest
condemnation of the alle-
gations levelled against
Gaush Alam
Commissioner of Police,
Karimnagar, by Padi
Kaushik Reddy MLA,
Huzurabad, on January
29, 2026.The Association
stated that while local
police officers were dis-

charging their lawful
duties, the MLA, without
any basis or provocation,
made false and unsubstan-
tiated allegations against
the senior IPS officer. It
noted that the officer was
named and accused on
religious grounds, alleg-
ing attempts at religious
conversion claims which
the Association categori-
cally rejected.

Terming the insinua-
tions as deeply disturbing,
the IPS Officers’
Association said such
remarks amount to a seri-
ous attack on the morale,
independence and dignity
of the civil services. The
Association emphasised
that dragging religion into

REIMAGINING PUBLIC HERLTHCARE IN TELANGANA
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ith the health

and well-being

of its citizens as

a central objec-
tive, the Telangana govern-
ment is preparing to usher
in a landmark reform in
public healthcare. Under
the framework of people-
centric governance, the
State is formulating a
Comprehensive Healthcare
Policy aimed at strengthen-
ing the healthcare delivery
system and ensuring equi-
table access to quality medi-
cal services not confined to
urban centres, but extended
deep into rural areas as
well. This policy is poised to
become a defining mile-
stone in Telangana’s health-
care landscape.

For decades, access to
quality medical care in
India has largely been asso-
ciated with metropolitan
cities, private hospitals, and
prohibitive costs. Rural citi-
zens, in particular, have
been compelled to travel
long distances to district
headquarters or Hyderabad
for specialised treatment.
Determined to dismantle
this urban-centric health-
care model, the government
has adopted a clear guiding
principle: healthcare must
reach the people, not the
other way around. This phi-
losophy forms the founda-
tion of the new healthcare
policy. At present, the
dependence on cities for spe-
ciality and emergency care
remains a significant chal-
lenge. Critical services such
as trauma care, dialysis,
and mental health support
are especially inaccessible

to rural populations.
Recognising these structur-
al gaps, the government is
working towards a unified
“New Healthcare Policy” by
developing individual poli-
cies for key medical sectors
and integrating them into a
comprehensive framework.

Notably, the policy places
emphasis on 11 critical
focus areas trauma care,
dialysis, mental health,
ENT services, eye care, de-
addiction, digital health,
polyclinics, fertility servic-
es, geriatric care, and a dedi-
cated Cure Health Policy for
Hyderabad. Together, these
components signal a shift
from fragmented healthcare
interventions to an integrat-
ed, patient-centric system.

One of the most signifi-
cant interventions is the
expansion of trauma care
infrastructure. While
Telangana currently has
only a handful of trauma
care centres, the new policy
proposes the establishment
of 109 trauma care centres
across the State. These cen-
tres are expected to play a
crucial role in responding to
road accidents, industrial
mishaps, and other medical
emergencies, thereby sig-
nificantly improving sur-
vival rates. This move
underscores the govern-
ment’s commitment to pri-
oritising life-saving infra-
structure as a public respon-
sibility.

The rise in kidney-related
ailments, particularly in
rural areas, has been anoth-
er pressing concern.
Patients often undertake
arduous journeys for regu-
lar dialysis, leading to phys-
ical, financial, and emotion-
al strain. Addressing this
issue, the government has
decided to establish dialysis
centres every 25 kKilometres,
along with expanding
machine capacity in exist-
ing facilities. Additionally,
high-incidence regions will
be identified for targeted
interventions under a dedi-
cated dialysis policy. This
approach reflects a welfare-
oriented model aimed at
reducing costs while

expanding access to essen-
tial care.

For the first time, mental
health has been accorded
the status of a core public
health priority. In the back-
drop of rising stress due to
unemployment, financial
pressures, and social chal-
lenges, the government is
drafting a comprehensive
mental health policy. This
includes statewide counsel-
ling services, deployment of
mental health professionals,
and the creation of accessi-
ble care centres. By con-
fronting mental health
issues openly, the govern-
ment signals a shift from
denial to decisive engage-
ment — treating mental
health as a social concern
rather than a personal stig-
ma.

The proposed Digital
Health Policy is another
transformative initiative.
Under this system, every
citizen’s health records will
be digitised and linked to a
unique health ID. Medical
histories from government
hospitals will be accessible
across facilities, enabling
doctors to make informed
clinical decisions swiftly.
This digital integration
promises not only efficiency
and continuity of care, but
also reduced duplication
and delays in treatment.

Special attention is also
being given to senior citi-
zens. Dedicated geriatric
wards, specialist care, and
expanded services for those
above 60 years are being
planned. Teaching hospitals
have already introduced
10-bed geriatric wards, with
further expansion on the
anvil. This initiative reflects
a broader social vision —
one that seeks to treat age-
ing with dignity rather than
neglect.

Addressing infertility, an
often-overlooked public
health issue, the govern-
ment is formulating a
Fertility Policy to provide
advanced treatments in gov-
ernment hospitals. This
measure aims to reduce
dependence on expensive
private facilities and make

fertility care affordable and
accessible.

In addition, an exclusive
Cure Health Policy is being
planned for the Hyderabad
metropolitan region, recog-
nising the unique health
challenges of an urban pop-
ulation. This urban-focused
approach is expected to
complement the broader
State healthcare frame-
work.

The government also
plans to strengthen the poly-

clinic model, enabling
patients to access primary
and speciality services

under one roof. This inte-
grated service delivery
mechanism is expected to
reduce referrals, travel
time, and overcrowding at
tertiary hospitals.

The policy formulation
process itself reflects insti-
tutional seriousness.
Medical experts, adminis-
trators, and public health
professionals are involved
in preparing detailed policy
documents that assess exist-
ing infrastructure, human
resource requirements,
financial implications, and
anticipated public benefits.
A comprehensive evalua-
tion is underway, with the
possibility of an official
announcement during the
upcoming Budget session.
By placing public health at
the centre of governance,
the Telangana government
is reaffirming that health-
care is not a privilege but a
fundamental responsibility
of the State. The proposed
Comprehensive Healthcare
Policy, designed to ensure
equal access for rural and
urban populations alike,
has the potential to position
Telangana as a national
model in public healthcare
delivery. Its implementa-
tion is expected to reduce
medical expenses, ensure
timely treatment, and pro-
vide much-needed reassur-
ance to the poor and middle
classes. In prioritising
health as a cornerstone of
welfare governance,
Telangana is laying a strong
foundation for a healthier,
more resilient future.

the functioning of a serv-
ing officer is irresponsible
and undermines institu-
tional integrity.

The Association has
demanded an immediate
and unconditional public
apology from the MLA for
his remarks. It has also
urged the appropriate
authorities to take cogni-
sance of what it termed as
grave misconduct by a sit-
ting legislator.

The statement was
issued under the leader-
ship of Association
President B. Shivadhar
Reddy, DGP, Telangana,
and signed by Vikram
Singh Mann, Secretary,
Telangana IPS Officers’
Association, Hyderabad.

Indian Railways Accelerates Kavach 4.0 Safety System
Rollout, 472 km Commissioned Across Three Sections

HYDERABAD
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India Sets Global Agenda on Patient
Safety at Apollo IHD 2026

ship in patient safety and healthcare
governance came into sharp focus on the
opening day of the Apollo Hospitals
International Health Dialogue (IHD)
2026, held in Hyderabad. The high-level
global conference brought together clini-
cians, policymakers, accreditation lead-
ers, digital health innovators and inter-
national experts to shape a shared vision
for safer, more equitable healthcare sys-
tems.

Held under the theme “Global Voices.
One Vision.”, Day 1 of IHD 2026 under-
scored patient safety as a core leadership
and governance priority rather than a
standalone clinical function. Speakers
highlighted how India’s experience in
delivering healthcare at scale—while
continuously improving quality, trans-
parency and accountability—is increas-
ingly influencing global health policy
and patient safety frameworks.
Addressing the gathering, Dr Sangita
Reddy, Joint Managing Director, Apollo
Hospitals Group, said the International
Health Dialogue was conceived as a plat-
form to enable cross-learning between
health systems across the world. She
noted that IHD 2026 recorded over 5,000
registrations and participation from 75
institutions globally, reflecting growing
international interest in India’s health-
care models. “Patient safety is no longer
local—it is a shared global responsibili-
ty,” she said.

Emphasising the role of public policy

and inclusivity, Dr Jayesh Ranjan,
Special Chief Secretary, Government of
Telangana, said patient safety solutions
must be rooted in real-world diversity.
He stressed that digital health initiatives
should focus on equitable access and dig-
ital inclusion, ensuring that technology-
driven safety solutions benefit all sec-
tions of society.Dr Madhu Sasidhar,
President & CEO, Apollo Hospitals, high-
lighted that patient safety must be
embedded across the organisation. “It is
not the responsibility of a single depart-
ment—it is a collective organisational
culture driven from the top,” he said,
calling for leadership accountability and
system-wide ownership.Global experts
participating in the dialogue cautioned
against the growing challenge of “safety
clutter”—processes and checklists that
increase workload without improving
outcomes. Reinforcing the uncompro-
mising goal of patient safety, Dr Atul
Mohan Kochhar, CEO of the National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals &
Healthcare Providers (NABH), stated,
“Zero harm is the only acceptable
number.”The day concluded with a digi-
tal health startup showcase, highlighting
innovations aimed at improving patient
safety through data-driven decision-mak-
ing and responsible technology adoption.
The session reinforced ITHD 2026’s focus
on translating innovation into measur-
able safety outcomes, positioning India
as a key contributor to the global patient
safety agenda.

CONSUMER BHARAT
YATRA RALLY HELD TO
PROMOTE CONSUMER

Indian Railways today commissioned
472.3 route Kilometres of Kavach Version
4.0 (Automatic Train Protection System)
across three sections of its network, mark-
ing another significant milestone in
strengthening rail safety. The newly com-
missioned sections include Vadodara—
Virar (344 km) on Western Railway,
Tuglakabad Junction Cabin-Palwal (35
km) on Northern Railway, and Manpur—
Sarmatanr (93.3 km) on East Central
Railway. With this commissioning, Indian
Railways continues to accelerate the
deployment of the indigenous Kavach sys-
tem to enhance train protection, opera-
tional safety, and reliability across high-
density routes.

This commissioning marks the highest
ever route Kilometres of Kavach commis-
sioned on a single day as well as in a
month, with 472.3 RKm brought under
Kavach Version 4.0. The previous highest
commissioning stood at 324 RKm on the
Kota-Mathura section of West Central
Railway. With the latest addition, Kavach
Version 4.0 has now been commissioned
across five zones of Indian Railways.

After today’s inclusion, Kavach Version
4.0 has been commissioned over a total of
1,306.3 Route Kilometres across Indian
Railways. Prior to this, Kavach Version
4.0 had been commissioned on 834 Route
Kilometres. This included the Palwal-
Mathura-Nagda section (633 RKm) of the
Delhi-Mumbai route and the Howrah-
Bardhaman section (105 RKm) of the
Delhi-Howrah route. In addition, 96 Route

Kilometres were commissioned on
Gujarat’s first Bajwa (Vadodara)-
Ahmedabad section.

PROGRESS OF KAVACH 4.0 IMPLEMENTATION ON
NORTHERN RAILWAY

Indian Railways successfully commis-
sioned Kavach 4.0 onthe 35-km Tuglakabad
Junction Cabin-Palwal section of the four-
line Delhi-Mumbai route, which spans
152 main line track kilometres. Kavach
has been installed in a complete stretch of
this corridor comprising Major station
Yards, two Main lines with Automatic

Signaling system and two lines with
Absolute Block signalling.

This commissioning marks a signifi-
cant safety upgrade on one of the busiest
and high-density corridors of the Indian
Railways covering Delhi suburban and
long-distance rail network. This section is
a high-traffic stretch catering to passen-
ger, suburban, and freight trains.
Commissioning of Kavach on this section
significantly enhances operational safety,
reliability, and passenger confidence.

PROGRESS OF KAVACH 4.0 IMPLEMENTATION ON
EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Indian Railways has also commenced
train operations with Kavach 4.0 on the
93.3 km Manpur-Sarmatanr section of
the DDUGJ-Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
division. The first Kavach-enabled ser-
vice, Train No. 13305 Sasaram Intercity
Express, operated successfully on this
section, departing Sone Nagar at 07:42
hrs and arriving at Manpur at 09:35 hrs.
During the run, a head-on collision test
was conducted, in which the train auto-
matically stopped, validating the sys-
tem’s effectiveness.Kavach is being
installed over 4,235 route kilometres of
East Central Railway, including 417
route kilometres on the Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Junction-Manpur section,
a critical part of the Delhi-Howrah
trunk route passing through Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, and Jharkhand. The
section carries mixed traffic and is cur-
rently cleared for 130 kmph, with works
in progress under Mission Raftar to
enhance the speed potential to 160
kmph.

PROGRESS OF KAVACH 4.0 IMPLEMENTATION ON
WESTERN RAILWAY

Work on the Vadodara-Surat-Virar
section on Delhi-Mumbai route com-
menced in January 2023, and on 30
January 2026, Kavach has been success-
fully commissioned on this 344-km sec-
tion. This historic milestone was achieved
with Train No. 20907, Dadar-Bhuj
Sayajinagri Express, becoming the first
KAVACH equipped train to run from
Mumbai.

Work on the Vadodara-Nagda section
is progressing at a fast pace and is expect-
ed to be commissioned by March 2026,
while work on the Virar-Mumbai Central
section is also progressing well and is
targeted for completion by September
2026. Simultaneously, Kavach installa-
tion on locomotives is advancing steadi-
ly, with 364 locomotives on Western
Railway equipped with Kavach so far. In
addition, works on several other sections
of Western Railway have been sanc-
tioned, covering a total of 2,667 Route
Kilometres, with execution underway on
all sanctioned sections.

Hanamkonda: A Consumer
Bharat Yatra Rally was
organised on Friday morning
under the leadership of Dr.
Pallepadu Damodar, National
Senior Secretary of the
Consumer Confederation of
India, with the objective of
creating widespread aware-
ness on consumer rights and
protection.The rally began at
9:00 AM from Kaloji Junction,
Hanumakonda, and conclud-
ed at Raju Hotel Junction on
Hunter Road. The programme
was jointly organised by the
Department of Consumer
Affairs and CCI, with the
cooperation of other con-
cerned departments.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Pallepadu Damodar stat-
ed that the Consumer Bharat
Yatra aims to educate the
public about the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019. He said
the yatra focuses on creating
awareness about frauds in
weights and measures, food
adulteration, deficiencies in
paid services, and the legal
mechanisms available to con-
sumers for seeking compen-
sation through the law.Dr.
Anantha Sharma, Consumer
Man of India, participated as
the chief guest and said that
the Consumer Bharat Yatra
was launched in New Delhi
on December 24, 2025, on the
occasion  of  National
Consumer Day. He informed
that the yatra is being con-
ducted across all states and
Union Territories of the coun-
try, covering nearly 20,000
kilometres. So far, the cam-
paign has reached about 200
towns and covered nearly
9,000 kilometres, he added.Dr.
Anantha Sharma emphasised
that the initiative is particu-
larly aimed at spreading
awareness among rural com-
munities, farmers, the illiter-
ate and common citizens
about consumer laws and
their rights.
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EDITORIAL

TRUMP, XI, PUTIN - IN THE
AGE OF STRONGMEN, THE
PERIL FOR 'MIDDLE POWERS'

In most of his speeches and social media posts, Donald Trump makes two
points, directly or indirectly. First, he is the greatest President of the United
States, almost a god's gift to humanity. Second, that he doesn't receive enough
recognition for what he has achieved in such a short period. No Nobel Prize,
even after resolving at least eight global conflicts. No praise for strengthen-
ing the US economy through his tariffs. Facts don't matter much to him; what
he feels is more important.

So, Trump should no longer be committed to peace, and the US should get
Greenland at any cost because Norway didn't give him the Nobel Prize. India
should have extra tariffs for its exports to the US because New Delhi didn't
acknowledge Trump's role in ending last May's four-day military conflict
with Pakistan and failed to nominate him for the Nobel Peace Prize.

In the last 12 months, Trump has abandoned the rules-based global order that
the US helped create after the Second World War and embraced a foreign pol-
icy based on his whims and preferences, weaponised tariffs and made the US
unreliable to its partners. "I don't need international law," Trump told The
New York Times earlier this month. When asked if there were limits on his
global power, he said: "My own morality. My own mind,"

The Donroe Doctrine

The raid on Venezuela and abduction of its leader, Nicolas Maduro, at the
beginning of this month was done without any consultation with the US
allies or even the Congress. He called it in line with what he called the
Donroe Doctrine, his version of the 1823 Monroe Doctrine, to secure the
Western Hemisphere from Russian and Chinese influence.

Trump's Deputy Chief of Staff, Stephen Miller, minced no words to defend the
move. "We are back to a world," Miller declared, "that is governed by strength,
that is governed by force, that is governed by power." What Miller meant was
that the US under Trump had reverted to the pre-War era, when big powers
could seize territory or foreign property by force. In his much-applauded
speech at Davos, Canada's Prime Minister, Mark Carney, declared that a
rules-based global order was over and that "we are living in the midst of a rup-
ture, not a transition". Quoting ancient Greek historian Thucydides, Carney
said the world was entering a period in which "the strong can do what they
can and the weak must suffer what they must". He warned, " Middle powers
must act together because if we're not at the table, we're on the menu."

A Slow Death

Trump began to weaken the rules-based multilateral order during his first term.
He withdrew from UN bodies, including the Human Rights Council, UNESCO,
UNRWA, and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. Trump also stopped
funding for the World Health Organization (WHO) during Covid-19 and weak-
ened the security guarantees associated with NATO and undercut the WTO. His
second term has been the most devastating for multilateral institutions, particu-
larly the United Nations. In his speech to the UN in September, Trump attacked
what he called the anti-woke notions in the UN system for the "globalist scam"
of climate change and accompanying green policies. Under Trump, the US is
not paying dues of even 22% after an 84% reduction in US foreign aid last May.
Earlier this month, Trump withdrew the US from 66 international bodies, near-
ly half of which are UN organisations. Last week, the US pulled out of the WHO.
The withdrawal of the US, which has been the organisation's largest funder,
could cripple the body and its numerous global health projects.

Edit

Lesson On

January 2026 has felt like one long
stress test for the global order. The
US administration  parading
Venezuela's President in handcuffs
in New York City, renewed tensions
over Greenland that rattled transat-
lantic trust, Trump openly alienat-
ing the European Union, and the
rollout of an almost farcical Board of
Peace for Gaza. In short, a new year
reminding us that the world's stabil-
ising institutions are either falter-
ing or being reinvented on the fly.
The headlines are heavy, the rheto-
ric sharper, the alliances thinner.
And yet, in the midst of this unease,
it is worth paying attention to a fig-
ure who has spent the last quarter-
century quietly disproving the idea
that large-scale cooperation is
impossible: Jimmy Wales. This
author spent an afternoon chatting
with the 59-year-old founder of
Wikipedia, who does not speak the
language of geopolitics. His life's
work rests, however, on a proposi-
tion that feels almost subversive in
2026: that most people, given the
right framework, want to collabo-
rate in good faith. And that opti-
mism, even when it is not fully
rational, can be a productive force.
He calls himself a "pathological opti-
mist", and he means it. When
Wikipedia launched 25 years ago,
there was no guarantee it would suc-
ceed. It emerged from the failure of
Nupedia, a more rigid, expert-driv-
en project that collapsed under the
weight of its own seriousness.
Wikipedia, by contrast, was built on
something lighter but more power-
ful: fun, openness, and trust in a self-
organising community. It worked
not because humans are flawless,
but because they are persistent.
That distinction matters now. A
Persistent Loss Of Faith The geopo-
litical turbulence of early 2026 has
been fuelled in part by a loss of faith:
in alliances, in norms, in institu-
tions that once seemed unshake-
able. When the United States openly
flirts with transactional diplomacy
toward Europe, when territorial
rhetoric reenters mainstream dis-
course, when peace initiatives are
announced with more spectacle
than consensus, cynicism becomes
the default posture. It feels safer to
assume bad faith than good inten-
tions. Jimmy Wales offers a coun-
terexample - not a naive one, but a
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grounded one. Wikipedia has never
pretended that people are angels. It
has policies, moderation, and
guardrails precisely because con-
flict is inevitable. But it also begins
from a crucial assumption that most
contributors are there because they
care about knowledge, accuracy,
and something larger than them-
selves. That assumption has scaled
across cultures, languages, and
political systems. Wikipedia now
exists in over 300 languages, many
maintained by communities Wales
himself will never meet. This mat-
ters because the crises of January
2026 are not just about power; they
are about trust. Venezuela's uncer-
tain transition has left citizens hope-
ful about economic relief but wary
of democratic backsliding. Europe's
reaction to US unpredictability has
been less about outrage and more
about recalibration - how much
strategic autonomy is necessary
when trust erodes? Even the Gaza
Peace Board, however controver-
sial, reflects a hunger for frame-
works that might restore some
measure of faith in diplomacy, how-
ever fragile. Serving Knowldege
Wales would likely argue that the
problem is not ambition but orienta-
tion. Wikipedia never set out to "cre-
ate" knowledge. It set out to serve it.
Its neutrality is not passive; it is
worked on, debated, enforced, and
constantly renegotiated. That

process - messy, slow, human - is
precisely what many global institu-
tions now lack the patience for. One
of Wales's most striking observa-
tions is that Wikipedia's community
would continue its work even if the
outside world stopped paying atten-
tion. That is an extraordinary state-
ment in an era obsessed with met-
rics, influence, and visibility. It sug-
gests a form of faith that is not per-
formative. Contrast that with the
current global mood. Nations pos-
ture for leverage. Leaders speak to
domestic audiences while quietly
fraying international ties. Online
spaces amplify hostility until it feels
representative, even when it is not.
Wales has long warned about this
distortion. He says, "Spend too
much time in the wrong corners of
the internet, and you begin to
believe that people are irre-
deemably angry and irrational. Step
back into real communities - festi-
vals, classrooms, collaborative proj-
ects and a different picture
emerges". The danger of 2026 is not
only instability, but resignation.
The idea that fragmentation is
inevitable, that cooperation is obso-
lete, that hope itself is unserious.
Wales's life's work argues the oppo-
site. Hope, in his framing, is not
blind optimism,; it is sustained effort
in the absence of guarantees.
Wikipedia is not perfect. It has bias-
es, disputes, and ongoing battles

Collaboration

over representation and accuracy.
But it has endured because it treats
those flaws as reasons to improve,
not excuses to abandon the project.
Their ethos of incremental progress,
anchored in shared values, is pre-
cisely what the world needs more of
as geopolitical certainties wobble.
Truth Is Communal In an age of arti-
ficial intelligence, Wales remains
stubbornly focused on human-creat-
ed knowledge. Not because technol-
ogy is dangerous, but because mean-
ing is communal. Trust is commu-
nal. Truth, when it lasts, is negotiat-
ed collectively. These are not tech-
nological problems but social ones.
January 2026 has reminded us how
quickly systems can strain under
pressure. It has also reminded us
how much we depend on invisible
forms of cooperation to keep the
world intelligible. Jimmy Wales did
not set out to build a metaphor for
global resilience. He set out to build
an encyclopedia. But in doing so, he
offered something more enduring.
Wikipedia is proof that faith in peo-
ple, when paired with structure and
humility, can scale.

That lesson may not resolve con-
flicts or stabilise markets overnight.
But in unsettled times, it offers
something just as vital: a reason to
believe that cooperation is not a
relic of a calmer past, but a tool we
can still choose - again and again - if
we are willing to do the work.

Listen to the Call of the Canals: When Faith

Communicates with the Environment

“The true form of faith is that we
respect nature, keep the canals clean
and give the gift of clean water to the
coming generations.” Today, when
we talk about worship, tradition,
and faith, we often forget that the
fundamental purpose of religion is to
preserve life—not destroy it. When
water, the very foundation of life,
becomes defiled in the name of our
faith, it becomes a matter for intro-
spection. “Listen to the Call of the
Canals” is one such public aware-
ness campaign, which confronts us
with our own mistakes and reveals
true worship. Canals aren't just a
conduit for water. They're the arter-
ies of green fields, the thirst of ani-
mals, and the culture and civiliza-
tion of villages. It's through these
canals that farmers grow crops, ani-
mals thrive, and the rural economy
thrives. But today, these very life-
lines are groaning under our care-
lessness and blind traditions. The
materials left after worship—idols,
flowers, clothing, plastic, vermilion,
incense sticks, coconuts, and even
dead pets—are thrown into the
canals. Acts performed in the name
of devotion have become crimes
against nature. This pain and con-
cern gave birth to the "Listen to the
Call of the Canals" campaign. It
began with the efforts of Dr. Jasmer
Singh Hooda (convener) in Rohtak
and the Honorable Bhupendra Singh
Godara in Hisar. This is not a one-
day event, but the result of years of
hard work and sustained awareness.
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gain or organizational fame. Its pur-
pose is simply one: to free the canals
from pollution and to change soci-
ety's mindset. Master Bhupendra
Godara, born in the village of
Gurera, resolved to spread this cam-
paign to the masses. He was joined
by many conscious comrades—
Subedar Major Dalip Singh,
Tekchand Bagri, Mr. Dalveer
Potliya, retired Acharya Vijendra
Singh, Krishna Kumar, Principal
Ajit Singh, Nihal Singh Godara, Mr.
Pawan Kumar, and many other dedi-
cated social workers. They all firmly
believe that until society changes its
habits, the souls of the canals will
never find peace. Laws and regula-
tions are in place, but real change
will only come when the public
awakens. Even during the horrific
times of the coronavirus, this cara-
van remained unstoppable. Be it
Sunday or holiday, festival or rain,
the team was seen standing on the
banks of canals holding placards in
their hands. The words written on
the placards were not just slogans,
but a dialogue with society. “If there
is water, there is tomorrow”, “Do not
pollute the canals”, “If there is faith,
there should be cleanliness too”.
Social workers like Himmat Singh,
Ram Murti, Narendra Kulhadiya,
Praveen Vakil, Surendra Godara,
Sandeep, Sitaram, Sher Singh, Vikas
Godara, and Rambhagat Punia
strengthened this voice. The active
participation of women like Suman
Godara, Santosh Godara, Rachna,
Pushpa, Kamala, Sunita, Sheela,
Tara Devi, and Sudesh Dhanda gave
the campaign social depth. Inspector
Udaybhan Godara from Gurera also
appealed to the people that until this
message reaches every street and
every home, change will remain
incomplete. When plastic, chemicals,
and organic waste dissolve into life-
giving water, that very water
becomes toxic. This toxic water flows
into the fields, polluting the soil,
reducing the quality of crops, and
ultimately entering our food. This
crisis isn't limited to agriculture.

that drink canal water become sick.
The risk of waterborne diseases, skin
conditions, digestive problems, and
long-term serious illnesses is
increasing. Scientists are increasing-
ly warning that water pollution has
become a silent disaster for human
health. The core message of the
"Listen to the Call of the Canals" cam-
paign is simple and clear—religion
means protecting nature. If God is
omnipresent, then He is also present
in rivers, canals, trees, and living
beings. Then, what kind of faith is it
to pollute these very elements in the
name of worship? Pouring worship
materials into canals is not religion,
but unrighteousness. Master
Bhupendra Godara's question speaks
directly to society—"O Lord, why are
people so disrespectful of nature in
your name? What kind of devotion is
this, filling life-giving canals with
poison?" This question is the heart of
this movement.

No movement is successful unless
the public becomes a part of it. The
biggest achievement of this cam-
paign is that it has changed the
thinking of thousands of people.
Now, in many places, instead of
throwing puja materials into canals,
people are burying them in the soil,
placing them under plants, or turn-
ing to organic fertilizer. These small
steps may seem simple, but they are
the source of big changes. Culture
changes only when habits change.
“Listen to the Call of the Canals” is
not just a warning, but a collective
prayer—Kkeep the canals clean, keep
life safe. If the canals survive, fields
will remain green, animals and birds
will be protected, and future genera-
tions will enjoy the gift of clean
water. This campaign reminds us
that water is life, and protecting it is
not the responsibility of any one indi-
vidual or organization, but of all of
us together. It's time we understand
the difference between faith and
superstition. True faith is that which
saves life—not endangers it. "Listen
to the call of the rivers" is actually
the call of our conscience. The only

'"Tell My Mother I Like Boys': Chef
Suvir Saran Tells His Boldest Story Yet

In his new memoir, Tell My
Mother 1 Like Boys,
Michelin-starred chef Suvir
Saran trades the precision of
a professional kitchen for
something far riskier: emo-
tional nakedness. The result
is a book that reads less like
a celebrity memoir and more
like a long, unflinching
exhale, the kind you can
only take once you have
lived through enough fire,
enough reinvention, enough
heartbreak to stop being
afraid of your own truth.
Saran begins at the begin-
ning, not with triumph, but
with hesitation. He describes
his birth as an "unsum-
moned third", a child kept
almost by accident, raised in
a Delhi where plurality was
an instinct rather than a slo-
gan. These early chapters
are among the book's
strongest: the rituals with
his grandfather, the mixed
faith prayer room, the quiet
resilience of his mother.
Saran approaches memory
the way a chef approaches
flavour: he lets it simmer, he
layers it, he gives it time.
And he refuses to simplify
anything just because it is
painful. Cooking As Memory
The first act of the memoir,
his childhood in Delhi,
Nagpur, and back to Delhi, is
told with striking sensory
detail. Food is everywhere:
laddoos being shaped in
Panditji's kitchen, the bitter-
sweet ritual of feeding birds
as a form of remembrance,
the scent of Nagpur oranges,
the eggplant pickle from an
upstairs neighbour that will
later travel with him across
continents. But this is not a
"chef memoir" in the conven-
tional sense. Cooking is not
treated as destiny; it is treat-
ed as memory, inheritance,

and sometimes refuge. Saran
writes of Kitchens the way
some people write of prayer
halls. What gives the mem-
oir its edge, however, is not
nostalgia but confrontation.
Saran does not gloss over
cruelty, particularly the cru-
elty children inflict on each
other. His descriptions of
teasing, shame, and internal
panic are direct without
being self-pitying. The pas-
sages about being dressed up
by cousins, the confusion
that followed, and the quiet
fear of not fitting into the
masculine mould expected of
him remain some of the most
affecting sections of the
book. He writes about queer-
ness as a lifelong negotia-
tion, a truth he understood
long before he had the lan-
guage for it. The memoir's
second act, Manhattan, is
where the book shifts gears.
The city is painted as both
tormentor and liberator.
Saran writes candidly about
ambition, love, betrayal, infi-
delity, illness, and the brutal
loneliness of a life that looks
glamorous from the outside.
The Michelin star is men-
tioned, of course, but never
glamorised. If anything,

Saran questions the very cul-
ture that once applauded
him. He admits mistakes, he
admits vanity, he admits
selfishness. That honesty is
precisely what strengthens
the book. Readers expecting
a glossy narrative about culi-
nary success might be star-
tled by how much space
Saran devotes to his emo-
tional interior life: relation-
ships that shaped him, rela-
tionships that broke him,
and the grief that followed
him across continents. His
reflections on caregiving -
both the caregiving he
received from friends, and
the caregiving he had to offer
in times of loss - are some of
the memoir's most assured
lines. Confession,
Observation But the mem-
oir's deepest emotional
anchor is his mother. Every
few chapters, the narrative
returns to her, her pragma-
tism, her quiet endurance,
her refusal to flinch even
when the world around her
did. In one of the book's early
chapters, he recalls her com-
forting him after he fails a
dictation test, turning pain
into possibility with nothing
more than tenderness and

chhola bhatura. These recur-
ring portraits of his mother
are crafted with restraint,
not sentimentality. She is
not idealised; she is hon-
oured. The writing style is
surprisingly literary. At
times, almost too lyrical, but
Saran generally knows
when to pull back. His voice
moves between the confes-
sional and the observational
with a natural ease, and the
book's emotional honesty
feels earned rather than per-
formed. There are a few
moments where the
metaphors crowd each
other, but the narrative
never loses clarity. The last
quarter, his fall, his illness,
and his return to India, is the
book's emotional core. When
he writes about coming
home "not in triumph but in
tremor", the line lands with
the weight of lived experi-
ence. And when he writes of
India healing him, holding
him, and giving him a sec-
ond life, it is not a nationalis-
tic flourish; it is gratitude,
raw and grounded. Tell My
Mother I Like Boys is not a
typical chef memoir. It is not
a coming-out manifesto. It is
not a voyeuristic celebrity
tell-all. It is something far
more intimate: a life exam-
ined honestly. A narrative
built on vulnerability rather
than victory laps.

A story that refuses to tidy
up the messiness of identity,
love, culture, and family. It is
also a reminder that some of
the most compelling mem-
oirs come from people who
have lived several lives in
one, and are finally ready to
tell the truth about all of
them. Saran does exactly
that. It is a brave book. A
generous book. And a deeply
human one.
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BJP MPs Act as Also-Rans,
MGNREGA Removal Helps No
One: DCM Shivakumar

Shivamogga: Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
accused BJP MPs of failing to oppose the Centre despite
Karnataka facing step-motherly treatment. He alleged
that promised Union funds were not released and called
for exposing BJP scams, including the Covid scam.
Shivakumar said removing MGNREGA benefits no one,
hurting farmers and panchayats, each losing 1-1.5
crore. He added the government will oppose the
VBGRAMG scheme and examine compensation for mon-
key fever deaths.

Congress Fell Due to Deception,
Says BJP’s Vijayendra

Bengaluru: BJP State President B.Y. Vijayendra said the
Congress, which once had 415 MPs, has declined to just
99 seats due to decades of deception and corruption.
Addressing the Assembly, he accused Congress of mis-
using Mahatma Gandhi’s name and misleading the poor
with slogans like “Garibi Hatao.” He said corruption
dominated discourse during Congress rule, while under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, governance is corrup-
tion-free with focus on development, infrastructure,
startups, drinking water, sanitation, security, and
employment generation.

Centre Following Godse’s
Ideology, Alleges S Manohar
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Bengaluru: KPCS General Secretary S Manohar alleged
that the BJP-led central government follows Nathuram
Godse’s ideology and is attempting to erase Mahatma
Gandhi’s legacy. Speaking at Gandhi’s statue on his 78th
death anniversary, he criticised the Centre for halting
NREGA, calling it an insult to Gandhi. He urged citizens
to follow Gandhi’s path of non-violence and work
together to build a secular and progressive India.

Yash Wishes Amruthanjan
Team Success

Bengaluru: Pan-India star Yash extended his best wishes
to the team of Amruthanjan, which released across the
state on Friday. Sharing his appreciation on social
media, Yash praised the team’s content-driven journey
from a popular short film to the big screen and said their
effort would inspire aspiring filmmakers. Directed by
Jyothirao Mohit, the film features Gaurav Shetty,
Sribhavya, and others, with music by Raghavendra and
cinematography by Sumanth Acharya.

=

Clear Encroachments
on Storm Water Drains:
Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar

Bengaluru: Bengaluru East Zone Additional
Commissioner Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar directed offi-
cials to clear encroachments on storm water drains
and prepare division-wise, color-coded drain maps. At
a review meeting, he ordered coordination with the
Deputy Commissioner for eviction drives, fencing of
raja kaluves, action against unauthorized buildings,
and preparation of AMC estimates for maintenance
works. Officials were also asked to submit reports on
missing link roads and drains, examine PPP projects
for skywalks and MLCPs, and safeguard City
Corporation properties.

Karnataka

KARNATAKA CONG CRISIS:
No interference by CM's son Yathindra
in administration, says Shivakumar

Shivamogga (Karnataka),
Jan 30 : Responding to the
rumours of interference of
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah's son,
Congress MLC Yathindra
Siddaramaiah in the gover-
nance, Deputy Chief
Minister and State
Congress President D.K.
Shivakumar clarified that
there is no interference by
Yathindra in administra-
tion. He was speaking to the
media at the Shivamogga
Circuit House on Thursday.
Asked about BJP MLA
Sunil Kumar’s allegation
that Energy Minister K.J.
George was planning to
resign because of interfer-
ence by CM'sson Yathindra,
Shivakumar said, “I have
no information about this.
Minister George is a very
senior minister and is
working with self-respect. I
do not see any problem. I
came to know about this
only through the media.
Opposition leaders Kkeep
saying something or the
other. Everything they say
cannot be taken as the
truth.” On allegations of
interference by Yathindra
Siddaramaiah, he said,
“When party workers sub-
mit representations, they
sometimes call officials and
request action. What is
wrong in asking for some-
thing that benefits work-
ers? I receive representa-
tions related to all depart-
ments and speak to all
departments. There should
be no interference in
administration. I have not
seen him interfere in
administrative matters.”
Responding to rumours
regarding his son's interfer-

ence resulting in the ten-
dering of resignation of

Minister George, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
stated that Minister George
had not resigned.

Chief Minister’s Legal
Advisor and Congress MLA
A.S. Ponnanna said,
“Minister George and Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah are
working closely together.
Minister George is a
strength to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. The reports
in this regard are false. The
senior IAS officer did not
attend the meeting con-
vened by the Chief Minister.
The Chief Secretary sought
an explanation from him,
and he has submitted his
reply. The officer has stated
that he was attending an
official programme and
that he did not intend to
ignore the Chief Minister’s
meeting.” Minister George
clarified, “Is it so easy for a
minister to tender a resig-
nation? There is no inter-
ference by Yathindra
Siddaramaiah in my
department. He is a good
person and a young
leader.”Former minister
and senior BJP leader M.P.

Congress Has No Moral Right to
Sneak on Mahatma Gandhi: BJP State
President B.Y, Vijayendra

Bengaluru: BJP State
President and MLA B.Y.
Vijayendra strongly criti-
cised the Congress-led
state government, alleging
misuse of taxpayers’
money to spread false
information and incite
people against the Central
Government. He objected
to front-page newspaper
advertisements released
by the state government

opposing the Central
Government’s V.B.G.
Ramji Act.

Addressing the media,
Vijayendra said the adver-
tisements were filled with
misinformation and
claimed that had the
Congress issued them
using party funds, there
would have been no objec-
tion. However, using pub-
lic money for political pro-
paganda was an “unpar-
donable crime,” he said.

He alleged that the
Congress government had
shown disrespect to
Mahatma Gandhi by false-
ly projecting that the
Central Government and
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had insulted Gandhi.
“The Congress has no
moral authority to speak
about Mahatma Gandhi,”
he asserted, accusing the
government of attempting
to mislead people and cre-
ate anarchy in the state.

Vijayendra further
alleged that the state gov-
ernment had no signifi-
cant achievements to high-
light and was using adver-
tisements to cover up its
failures. He questioned the
government’s priorities,
citing its inability to
mobilise funds for its own
guarantees while planning
to increase bar licences.

K.J. George Inaugurates Dr. Rajkumar Bus Shelter, Reaffirms
Commitment to Karnataka's Development

Bengaluru, Energy
Minister and
Sarvagnanagar MLA K.J.
George said, Kannada is
our breath and our life. The
development of the people
of Karnataka is our fore-
most priority.

The Minister was speak-
ing after inaugurating a
newly constructed bus
shelter on Banaswadi Main
Road in Maruti Seva
Nagar, Sarvagnanagar
Assembly constituency.
The bus shelter has been
built by the All Karnataka
Dr. Rajkumar Fans

Association.

Expressing his admira-
tion for the legendary
actor, Minister George

said, “I am a fan of Dr.
Rajkumar, and it is a privi-
lege to inaugurate a bus
shelter named in his hon-

our. Today, the Kannada
flag is flying high globally.
Under the leadership of

Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah, the govern-
ment is committed to the
welfare and development of
the people of Karnataka.”

He appreciated the
efforts of the association
for providing essential
facilities to commuters.
“The bus shelter offers
shade, protection from
rain, and drinking water
facilities for passengers.
Such initiatives are
truly commendable.
People are remembered
for their good deeds. As
the representative of
Sarvagnanagar, I am
committed to the all-
round development of
this constituency,” he
said.

Renukacharya alleged that
Siddaramaiah’s son,
Yathindra Siddaramaiah,
was interfering in all
departments. “No one is
able to speak about this. An
audio conversation related
to this had gone viral earli-
er. Ministers are fed up. If
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah is asked to
resign, a conspiracy is
being hatched to make his
son, Yathindra
Siddaramaiah, the Deputy
Chief Minister. The entire
government is being con-
trolled by Yathindra
Siddaramaiah,” he claimed.

Earlier, clarifying
rumours that claimed
Karnataka Energy Minister
K.J. George had resigned
due to alleged interference
by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s son and
Congress MLC Yathindra
Siddaramaiah, the Minister
stated that all was well with
the Chief Minister and that
there was no question of
resigning. Minister George
clarified on the floor of the
Karnataka Assembly on
Thursday. The issue was
raised by senior BJP MLA
V. Sunil Kumar after the

Question Hour.

Meanwhile, asked about
the postponement of the
Apex Bank elections,
Deputy Chief Minister
Shivakumar said, “The
Apex Bank election has not
been postponed; no one has
filed nominations. The
party will decide.”

Reacting to allegations
that Rs 400 crore had gone
missing in Belagavi and
that it was Congress money,
Shivakumar said, “The
opposition has the CBI in
its hands; let them get it
investigated. We do not
know whose money it is.
Let an investigation be con-
ducted. Making baseless
allegations will only invite
ridicule.”

On local body elections,
Shivakumar said, “We will
conduct local body elec-
tions. There is a court hear-
ing tomorrow or the day
after regarding the reserva-
tion for these elections. We
have asked panchayat lead-
ers to prepare. The State
Election Commission is
also preparing and has
decided to use ballot papers.
Only the schedule needs to
be finalised. To protect the
73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments, we have
decided to conduct elec-
tions to panchayats and
municipalities.”

Asked about supporters
raising slogans demand-
ing that he become Chief
Minister at various pro-
grammes, he said, “I have
said this issue need not be
discussed now; time will
give the answer. I am dis-
charging the responsibil-
ity given to me by the
party.”
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Opposition Misusing
Legal Freedom, Says
DCM Shivakumar

Bengaluru: Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar
said criticism is welcome
but must remain within

limits, alleging that
Opposition parties are
misusing the freedom
granted by law. Speaking
at Vidhana Soudha, he
said the KPCC moved
legally against a baseless
BJP post and clarified that
party members were
instructed to avoid unlaw-
ful criticism. Responding
to BJP remarks on a
Congress social media
post, he said they were free
to say what they wanted.

Saint Sevalal Inspired
Righteous Living: MP Bommai

Haveri (Byadagi): Former
Chief Minister and MP
Basavaraj Bommai said
Saint Sevalal was a great
saint who showed the path
of righteous living within
society. Speaking at the
reinstallation of Saint
Sevalal’s idol in Byadagi,
he praised the Lambani
community for its contri-
bution to India’s history
and culture. Bommai
urged the community to
focus on education, wom-

28’ g
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en’s empowerment and
good values, assuring gov-
ernment support for their
development and announc-
ing Rs.10 lakh aid for
Mariyamma Temple.

MSMEs Must Pay Decent Wages
to Retain Talent: Dr Patil

Bengaluru: Medical
Education and Skill
Development
Minister Dr M

Patil urged MSMESs to
offer respectable sala-

ries to retain skilled workers, citing high attrition due to
low pay. Speaking at a CII conclave, he said many
employees leave Bengaluru as 20,000 salaries are insuffi-
cient for a decent life. He assured that the government
would organise exclusive, sector-specific job fairs to meet

MSME workforce needs.

Karnataka govt asks employees

to wear Khadi monthly

Bengaluru, Jan 30 : The Congress-

led government in Karnataka has
issued a circular promoting khadi
use among officials to mark the 77th
Republic Day which was observed
on January 26. The state govern-
ment on Thursday urged officials to
wear khadi on first Saturday of
every month.

State Chief Secretary Shalini
Rajneesh has issued the circular in
this regard and said, ""Khadi" is not
merely a garment; it is a symbol of
the nation's dignity and pride. At
present, khadi weavers are taking
steps to produce garments in new
and modern designs. Moreover,
khadi production forms the back-
bone of the rural economy and pro-
vides direct and indirect livelihoods
to thousands of rural spinners and
weavers in the state."

"Therefore, on the auspicious
occasion of the 77th Republic Day,
with the objective of reconnecting
public service with the country's
freedom struggle, the state govern-
ment has taken an important deci-
sion to promote the use of khadi.
Accordingly, officers and employ-
ees of all state government, aided
institutions, corporations, boards,
autonomous bodies, universities
are requested to "voluntarily" wear

khadi attire on the first Saturday of
every month, and to issue direc-
tions to officers and staff of their
respective departments to wear
khadi while participating in all offi-

cial government programmes,
including the Independence Day
and Republic Day celebrations,"
Rajneesh added.

"The state government believes
that this initiative will help foster
respect for indigenous products,
unity, national spirit, Indianness,
self-respect, and a sense of social
responsibility among government
officers and employees," she said.

The government order has also
provided the link which provides

details of the names, addresses,
and products of the 176 khadi
associations and institutions cur-
rently functioning across all dis-
tricts in the state. The copy of the
order has been sent to all
Additional Chief Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries, Secretaries
of the state government.

This decision of the Congress-led
state government has been wel-
comed and received appreciation
from the government employees
and all sections of the society in
Karnataka. The move is also likely
to help weaver's community and
government-owned khadi produc-
tion centres in the state.

Youth Should Follow Kanaka—Purandara
Das’ Ideals: K.S. Sridhar

Bengaluru: Sriram Seva Mandali
President K.S. Sridhar said that, If today's
youth delve into the ideal life and literature
of Kanaka-Purandara, a better society can
be built.

Speaking after inaugurating the 17th
annual Kanaka Purandara Music Festival
organized by Rajajinagar Sriram Seva
Mandali and Rajajinagar Residents
Welfare  Association and Nallan
Chakravartha Trust, he said, A music festi-
val has been held in the memory of Kanaka-
Purandara Das for 17 consecutive years,
and opportunities are being given to young
artists. He said that music service and
music scholars and artists are being hon-
ored for three days.

Today, people are not interested in the
art of bhajans, music, and Bharatanatyam.
We should preserve our culture, history
and art, and the music festival is being held
to create awareness among the youth, he
said.

W=

Former BBMP member Mohan Kumar
said that Rajajinagar is the birthplace of
art, literature and music culture.
Thousands of artists have been given
opportunities for the past 17 years.
Everyone should read the literature writ-
ten by Kanaka-Purandara Dasara. He said
that the service they rendered to the
Kannada language should be remembered.

A discourse was organized by scholar
Ha.Ra. Nagaraja Acharya. A bhajan was
organized by Sri Jagadeeswari Mahila
Mandali and Karnataka Kalashri N.S.
Prasad and violinist Nagaraj were honored
with the title of Gana Chetana. Scholars

Dr.Il Ha.Ra. Nagaraj Acharya,
Vijayaraghavan, N.S. Prasad, Sudarshan,
were present.
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Madurai airport will
be upgraded, assures
Aviation Minister Naidu

CHENNALI: Madurai airport
will be upgraded to improve
both domestic and interna-
tional services, Civil
Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu informed the Lok
Sabha. During the Question
Hour, Virudhunagar MP
Manickam Thakur raised
the question regarding the
development of Madurai
Airport, said a Maalaimalar
report.

Responding to the query,
the minister said Madurai
was one of the most impor-
tant airports in Tamil
Nadu and added that the
number of flights operat-
ing from there, including
international services, has
already been increased.
Steps have also been taken
considering the demand to
operate the airport round

the clock. Minister Naidu
said the request to grant
international airport sta-
tus to Madurai was under
serious consideration.

The demand to increase
the number of flights to
Chennai and Bengaluru
would be discussed with
the airlines and imple-

mented based on their
operational capacity, he
said. Emphasising the
importance of the airport,
the minister said Madurai
plays a key role in both
domestic and internation-
al air traffic and assured
that efforts would continue
to improve its facilities.

Tamil Nadu

CM Stalin says a fitting lesson
will be taught to Godse's heirs

CHENNALI: Paying trib-
utes to Gandhiji on his
death anniversary, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Friday said a fit-
ting lesson would be
taught to the heirs of
Nathuram Godse, who

are eager to erase
Mahatma's memory and
destroy the nation.

The chief minister, in a
social media post, said:
"Let us eradicate religious
fanaticism! Let us honour
the Mahatma!By demon-

New voters to receive ID cards within
15 days; enrolment perlod extended

CHENNAIL New voters
whose applications are
approved will receive their
voter ID cards within 15

days, the Election
Commission has said, fol-
lowing the Supreme

Court’s order extending
the voter enrolment period
by 10 days, said a report by
Daily Thanthi.

The draft electoral roll
released as part of the spe-
cial revision in Tamil
Nadu saw the deletion of
97.37 lakh names. This
included 66,44,881 voters
who had shifted homes or
were absent, and 3,98,278

voters who were duplicate
entries. Of them, only
those who had shifted or
were absent are eligible to

reapply.Applications for
inclusion in the electoral
roll were accepted from
December 19 to January

18, and the deadline was
extended to January 30.
During this period,
around 16 lakh applica-
tions were received. The
Supreme Court has now
directed that the applica-
tion window be extended
by a further 10 days.
Election officials said
applications received so
far are under scrutiny.
Those whose applications
are approved will first be
allotted a voter ID card
number, following which
colour photo voter ID
cards will be distributed
within 15 days.

Bridging the Gap for a
Sustainable Future

strating the strength of the
path of peace to the world
and striving for the flour-
ishing of a sense of unity,
our father of the nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, who
was pierced by Godse's
bullets, will live eternally

in the heart of every
Indian! We shall teach a
fitting lesson to the heirs of
Godse who are eager to
hide the Mahatma and
destroy the nation, and we
shall protect the land
where Gandhi was born."

CHENNATI:
Complaining that the
quality of food served for
them under the free break-
fast programme was unfit
for human consumption,
cleanliness workers from
Tirunelveli Municipal
Corporation dumped the
food in garbage bins.

Like their counterparts
across Tamil Nadu, more
than 750 cleanliness work-
ers of Tirunelveli
Corporation have been
getting breakfast as
announced by Chief
Minister MK Stalin last
month, said a Maalaimalar
report.

According to them, the
quality of food was satis-
factory in the initial days,
but it deteriorated thereaf-
ter. The good being served
in the recent days was
unfit for consumption, the
workers alleged. On
Monday (January 26),
breakfast distributed to
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Tirunelveli: Cleanliness workers
dump foul smelling free breakfast

the workers in the
Thachanallur zone of the
Tirunelveli Corporation
reportedly emitted a foul
smell. Angered by the poor
quality, the workers
refused to consume the
food and dumped it into

nearby garbage bins. The
workers further stated
that substandard food has
been supplied consistently
over the past few days,
leaving them with no
option but to discard the
meals provided.

Tamil Nadu government rules out
regularisation of temporary workers

CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu government on
Friday categorically ruled
out the regularisation of
temporary government
workers, asserting that
such appointments, by
design and by law, cannot
be made permanent, and
warning that ongoing pro-
tests were being fuelled by
external and political insti-
gation rather than genuine
labour grievances.
Responding to questions
from reporters on agita-
tions by temporary
employees, State Minister
for Health and Family

Welfare department Ma
Subramanian said these
workers were engaged on
11-month contractual
terms and reappointed

after a mandatory break, a
system followed uniformly
across States. “There is no
provision to regularise
such appointments. Not

just Tamil Nadu, no State
government in India can
do so without violating
court directives,” he said.
He stressed that the judi-
ciary had consistently
held that permanent
appointments must follow
communal rotation and
established recruitment
norms. “Any attempt to
regularise employees
appointed without such
procedures will invite
court intervention,” the
Minister said, adding that
protests demanding other-
wise were misleading
workers and the public.

Supreme Court says right to menstrual
health a fundamental right; orders free
sanitary pads for school girls

nvironmental justice is
a pivotal concept that
addresses the intersec-
tion of environmental
issues and social equity. This
article provides a brief overview
of environmental justice, exam-
ining its principles, challenges,
and the urgent need for inclusive
strategies to ensure a fair and
sustainable future for all.
Understanding Environmental
Justice: Environmental justice
focuses on the fair distribution of
environmental benefits and bur-
dens, emphasizing that no com-
munity should bear a dispropor-
tionate share of environmental
hazards. It seeks to rectify his-
torical inequities and ensures
that marginalized communities,
often low-income and minority
populations, are not dispropor-
tionately impacted by pollution,
waste disposal, or environmental
degradation.
Historical Context and
Inequities: Explore the historical

roots of environmental injustice,
recognizing patterns of discrimi-
natory practices that have
exposed certain communities to
greater environmental risks.
From the location of hazardous
waste sites to industrial pollu-
tion, understand how vulnerable
populations have often borne the
brunt of environmental hazards.

Community Empowerment:
Central to the concept of environ-
mental justice is empowering
communities to actively partici-
pate in decision-making process-

es that affect their environment.
This empowerment includes pro-
viding marginalized communi-
ties with the tools, resources, and
knowledge to advocate for their
environmental rights and influ-
encepolicy decisions. Addressing
Disparities: Environmental jus-
tice seeks to rectify existing dis-
parities by advocating for poli-
cies that address the unequal
distribution of environmental
benefits and burdens. This
includes ensuring access to
clean air, water, and green spac-

es, as well as mitigating the
impacts of climate change that
often disproportionately affect
vulnerable communities.
Climate Justice: Climate change
is a global challenge with local-
ized impacts that exacerbate
existing environmental injus-
tices. Explore the concept of cli-
mate justice, which emphasizes
the fair treatment of all people in
the face of climate change, rec-
ognizing that those who contrib-
ute least to climate change are
often the most affected.

Legal Frameworks and Policy
Initiatives: Various legal frame-
works and policy initiatives aim
to address environmental justice
concerns. Understand how laws
such as the Civil Rights Act and
the National Environmental
Policy Act intersect with envi-
ronmental justice principles.
Explore grassroots movements
advocating for stronger regula-
tions and enforcement to protect
marginalized communities.

NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court on
Friday directed all states
and Union Territories to
ensure girl students in
private and government
schools are provided bio-
degradable menstrual
sanitary pads for free,
and held that the right to
menstrual health is a
part of the fundamental
right to life enshrined in
the Constitution.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan told states
and Union Territories to
ensure separate toilets
for female and male stu-
dents in all schools. It
also said all schools, irre-
spective of whether they
are staterun or con-
trolled, will have to pro-
vide disabled-friendly
toilets.

"The right to menstru-
al health is part of the
right to life under Article
21 of the Constitution,"
the court held. It said
that if private schools
fail to provide these facil-
ities, they will be de-rec-
ognised.The bench also

said that it would hold
governments account-
able if they too fail to
provide for toilets and
free sanitary pads to
girls. The top court has
reserved its verdict on a
PIL filed by Jaya Thakur
on December 10, 2024,

seeking pan-India imple-
mentation of the Union
government's Menstrual

Hygiene Policy for
school-going girls' in
government and govern-
ment-aided schools for
adolescent girls students
from Classes 6 to 12.

AIM, Nit1 Ayog’s Youth Co:Lab challenge 2025 to foster innovation for disabled

New Delhi: The Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM)
and NITI Aayog on Monday
launched the seventh edi-
tion of the Youth Co:Lab
National Innovation
Challenge for 2024-2025, to
foster innovation for people
with disability.

The challenge, in partner-
ship with the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), this
year will be implemented in
collaboration with the
AssisTech Foundation
(ATF). It invites young
entrepreneurs, including
those with disabilities, to
develop innovative solu-
tions that “enhance access
to opportunities and well-
being for Persons with
Disabilities” (PwDs).

The initiative aims to fos-
ter social entrepreneurship
and drive sustainable devel-
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by UNDP

Co:Lab, co-created in 2017
and

Citi

Challenge 2024-2025 focuses
on building innovative solu-
tions for

inclusive and

individuals
impairments to walk inde-

with visual

»

opment. The 2025 pro-
gramme aims to support
30-35 early-stage startups
through a springboard pro-
gramme. It will provide

seed grants to the best-per-
forming startups for scaling

their initiatives. Young
founders aged 18-32, pas-
sionate about solving real-

world challenges or creat-
ing meaningful co-innova-
tion opportunities for dis-
ability inclusion, are
encouraged to apply.“Youth

Foundation, aims to empow-
er and invest in youth to
accelerate the implementa-
tion of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
through leadership, social
innovation, and entrepre-
neurship,” Niti Ayog said.
The challenge was launched
in India in 2019 in collabora-
tion with Atal Innovation
Mission, NITI Aayog.

To date, Youth Co:Lab has
conducted six national
theme-specific youth social
innovation and entrepre-
neurship dialogues in India.
It has reached over 19,000
people and supported the
creation or enhancement of
2,600 youth-led social inno-
vation and entrepreneur-

ship teams.
The Youth Co: Lab
National Innovation

accessible Assistive
Technology (AT), inclusive
educational technology and
skilling Solutions, and
accessible and inclusive
care models.

“We firmly believe that
young people are not just
the leaders of tomorrow --
they are the changemakers
of today. This belief is
embodied in Youth Co:Lab,
now in its seventh edition.
For the first time, it priori-
tises startups by and for
persons with disabilities.
We know that promoting
disability-inclusive devel-
opment is not just the right
thing to do; it’s essential for
achieving the SDGs,” said
Dr. Angela Lusigi, UNDP
Resident Representative,
India. “Imagine Al enabling

pendently or AR/VR trans-
forming learning for people
with autism. As enablers of
the Assistive Technology
ecosystem, we are excited to
partner with UNDP and
AIM for this year’s Youth
Co:Lab to improve the lives
of PwDs,” said Prateek
Madhav, CEO and
Co-Founder of ATF.

The 2025 programme aims
to support 30-35 early-stage
startups through a spring-
board programme. It will
provide seed grants to the
best-performing startups
for scaling their initiatives.
Young founders aged 18-32,
passionate about solving
real-world challenges or
creating meaningful co-
innovation opportunities
for disability inclusion, are
encouraged to apply.




-2

==

G oo

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Business

Building on Customer Trust and
Momentum, Xiaomi Expands Premium
Service Centres to 15 New Cities

Visakhapatnam, January 30th 2026:
Xiaomi, a global technology leader,
today announced the strategic
expansion of its Premium Service
Centre network in India with the
launch of centres across 15 new
cities. This marks the second phase
of Xiaomi’s plan to establish 100
Premium Service Centres across the
country. The expansion strengthens
Xiaomi’s value-for-experience strate-
gy, with a clear focus on delivering a
more accessible, reliable, and experi-
ence-led after-sales ownership jour-
ney for customers. Today, new cen-
ters are being launched in
Visakhapatnam, Surat, and
Lucknow. Two more stores in
Ludhiana and Indore respectively,
were launched on January 29. By the
first quarter (Q1) of 2026, these
Premium Service Centers will be
available in a total of 15 cities. The
new-generation Premium Service
Centres are designed to go beyond
traditional repairs, offering a more
holistic, elevated service experience.
Customers can expect faster turn-
around times, access to dedicated
technical expertise, hands-on prod-
uct interaction zones, and enhanced
convenience features, all thoughtful-
ly designed to make the service expe-
rience simpler, more transparent,
and more reassuring. Not just that,
the centres are envisioned as more
than just service points; they serve
as holistic experience hubs.
Customers can explore and purchase

Xiaomi products, enjoy paperless
operations across touchpoints in line
with the brand’s sustainability focus,
and participate in community-build-
ing initiatives. One such initiative is
Xiaomi Days, which will be held
every Wednesday, offering exclusive
benefits. Speaking on this, Sudhin
Mathur, Chief Operating Officer,
Xiaomi India said “The strong
response to our first 10 Premium
Service Centres reaffirmed that cus-
tomers increasingly value faster,
more dependable, and experience-led
after-sales support. As part of
Xiaomi’s value-for-experience strate-
gy for 2026, the expansion into 15
additional cities is a natural next

step in extending this service model

to more users across India. As cus-
tomers hold on to their devices for
longer, reliable service becomes
essential. Through our Premium
Service Centres, we are helping cus-
tomers maintain their devices and
get more value over time, reinforcing
our commitment to long-term owner-
ship support.” The new centres also
introduce a range of enhanced cus-
tomer benefits aimed at making pre-
mium after-sales support more inclu-
sive and rewarding. Women cus-
tomers will be eligible for special 30-
day service discounts, while defence
personnel and persons with disabili-
ties can avail lifetime waivers on

service charges. Customers will also
benefit from limited-period offers,
including up to 50% discounts on
select spare parts and complimenta-
ry screen protectors for select
devices, subject to availability.
Together, these initiatives are
designed to make high-quality after-
sales care more accessible, while
encouraging customers to extend the
longevity of their devices through
trusted service support. As smart-
phone replacement cycles continue
to lengthen, reliable after-sales serv-
ice is becoming an integral part of
the ownership experience. Xiaomi
devices are engineered for durability
and supported by years of software
and security updates. Through its
expanding premium service net-
work, Xiaomi is further strengthen-
ing its role as a long-term partner,
helping users maintain, protect, and
derive greater value from their
devices as part of a more sustainable
and responsible ownership journey.
Xiaomi has seen a strong and encour-
aging customer response to the first
10 Premium Service Centres
launched in 2025, consistently deliv-
ering on its service commitments.
Nearly 95% of devices were repaired
and delivered within 24 hours, repeat
visits were kept below 1%, and cus-
tomer escalations remained under
0.5%, reflecting high service efficien-
cy, quality resolution, and strong
customer confidence in the premium
service model.

Hyderabad: January 30th, 2026: CREDAI
Hyderabad welcomes the Economic
which
Hyderabad’s role as a key driver of
India’s urban and economic growth. The
Survey projects 7.4% GDP growth for
FY26, supported by strong Gross Fixed
Capital Formation nearing 30% of GDP,
a resilient services sector growing at
9.1%, and credible fiscal consolidation
with the fiscal deficit at around 4.8% of
GDP. Hyderabad’s growth stands out for
its simultaneous urban densification
and rapid peripheral expansion, reflect-
ing sustained demand for high-density
residential and commercial develop-
ment. This pattern highlights the need
for possibility-oriented urbanism, where
infrastructure, mobility, and utilities
keep pace with city expansion. The
Survey highlights strong sectoral per-
with the Financial,

Survey  2025-26,

formance,
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CREDAI HYDERABAD ON

ECONOMIC SURVEY 2025—26
RIS

reaffirms

Real

Estate and Professional Services sector

growing by 9.9% in H1 FY26, while con-
struction recorded 7.4% growth, under-
scoring the multiplier impact of public
capital expenditure on housing, jobs, and
Commenting on the
Economic Survey, Mr. Jagannath Rao
President-elect,
Hyderabad, said: “The Economic Survey
captures Hyderabad’s unique growth
trajectory, with both core densification
and peripheral expansion progressing
together. To sustain this momentum, it
is critical to address constraints in land,
mobility, and infrastructure through
predictable regulations, contextual com-
pliance, and trust-based governance.”
CREDAI Hyderabad aligns with the
Survey’s assessment that the high cost of
capital remains a key constraint and
calls for risk-mitigation tools, partial
credit guarantees, and improved access
to long-term finance to support housing

infrastructure.

Bandari,

supply across segments. Looking ahead
to the Union Budget 2026, CREDAI
Hyderabad expects continued emphasis
on infrastructure funding and public
capex to sustain 7-8% construction
growth, along with expanded support for
PMAY 2.0, single-window clearances,
and viability gap funding for affordable
housing. On taxation for homebuyers,
CREDAI Hyderabad urges further
reforms including higher income-tax
deductions on home loans, NPS-like tax
benefits linked to housing finance, and
rationalisation of stamp duties, which
will enhance affordability and boost mid-
dle-class homeownership. CREDAI
Hyderabad reiterates its commitment to
reform-led growth, affordable housing,
and sustainable urban development, and
looks forward to policies that strengthen
Hyderabad’s contribution to India’s $5
trillion economy.

CREDAI

PhysicsWallah Announces Free Doubt
Resolution Support and Mock Preboards
for Class 10 CBSE Students across India

Hyderabad, January
Manappuram
Foundation organised

the fourth edition of its

Education company straints. Ankit Gupta, doubt resolution. (PW), an education plat-
PhysicsWallah (PW) CEO of Vidyapeeth- Experienced faculty form, was founded in 2020
announced a student sup-  Offline of PhysicsWallah members will address by Alakh Pandey and
port initiative aimed at (PW), said, "Education specific queries, explain Prateek Maheshwari.

assisting aspirants
appearing for the Class 10
CBSE Board Exams in
2026. Students across the
country can avail free
doubt resolution and
expert guidance. This ini-
tiative is not only open
for PW students but any
Class 10 student across
the country. The initia-
tive is designed to help
reduce academic pres-
sure during the exam sea-
son. PW will also facili-
tate offline preboards in
Science and Mathematics
nationwide in an attempt
to strengthen student
readiness. These exami-
nations will be conducted
at PW’s physical centres
like Vidyapeeth,
Pathshala, and Tuition
Centres to simulate real
board exam conditions
and help students
improve proficiency and
time-management skills
under exam-day con-

should never be restrict-
ed by boundaries, espe-
cially when a student is
preparing for a defining
moment like the Board
Exams. Many students
lack immediate access to
quality exam support and
we Kknow even a single
unresolved doubt can
cause stress. By opening
our Vidyapeeth,
Pathshala and Tuition
centres to every student,
regardless of whether
they are enrolled with us
or not, we are simply
doing what is right for
the student community.
We want aspirants to feel
supported, confident, and
ready to perform to their
full potential." Students
across India can visit
their nearest PW
Vidyapeeth, Pathshala or
Tuition Centre to obtain
a Doubt Buster Pass,
valid till the board
exams, and book a slot for

complex topics, and offer
strategic guidance on
answer-writing tech-
niques. Students can clar-
ify doubts across subjects
including Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics
and Biology, and also
receive revision cards for
the CBSE Class 10 syl-
labus to support their
preparation.  Students
can book a slot at their
nearest centre for the
Science exam scheduled
on 1 February 2026 and
the Mathematics exam
scheduled on 8 February
2026 through the PW app.
The initiative is being
rolled out through
PhysicsWallah’s network
of 192 tech-enabled
Vidyapeeth and
Pathshala centres located
across 132 cities in India
as of 30th September 2025.

About PhysicsWallah
PhysicsWallah Limited

Headquartered in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh, PW aims
to facilitate education
through online, offline
and hybrid platforms.
Initially launched as a
YouTube channel in 2014,
PW now offers education
to

students through its
native app, tech-enabled
offline and hybrid cen-
tres, and YouTube chan-
nels. PW’s offerings span
various educational seg-
ments, including test
preparation, a skilling
vertical, coaching for
higher education, and
facilitating  education
abroad, with pro-
grammes available in
multiple vernacular lan-
guages. PhysicsWallah
Limited was listed on the
National Stock Exchange
of India Limited (NSE)
and BSE Limited
(Bombay Stock Exchange)

on November 18, 2025.

mental health awareness
programme on ‘Digital

Dementia’ at ITC
Kakatiya Hotel,
Hyderabad. The pro-

gramme was inaugurated
by Dr Jaiteerth R. Joshi,
Managing Director and
CEO of BrahMos
Aerospace. In his inaugu-
ral address, Dr Joshi
highlighted the alarming
growth of digital depend-
ency among youngsters
and teenagers and
stressed the need to
address its serious psy-
chological impacts. He
emphasised that mental
health protection and
psychological safety
must be accorded equal
importance  alongside
technological advance-
ment. Eminent de-addic-
tion expert on technology
dependence, Dr Manoj
Sharma, who is also a
Professor at NIMHANS,
Bengaluru, led the pro-
gramme. Dr Sharma
delineated various men-
tal ailments that people
are developing due to

BrahMos MD & CEO J.R. Joshi Inaugurates

Manappuram Foundation’s ‘Digital Dementla Programme

T —

overdependence on digi-
tal technology. He also
emphasised the judicious
use of digital technology
and the need to stay
healthy by keeping away
from digital devices for
fixed durations. The pro-
gramme, organised by
Manappuram
Foundation and support-
ed by Manappuram
Finance Ltd, received an
encouraging response
and appreciation from
various sections of socie-
ty. On the occasion, Mr V.
P. Nandakumar,
Chairman and Managing

Director of Manappuram
Finance Ltd, honoured
Dr Joshi in recognition of
his valuable contribu-
tions to the defence tech-
nology sector. “Under Dr
Joshi’s leadership,
BrahMos Aerospace con-
tinues to scale new
heights by achieving sig-
nificant technological
breakthroughs, global
recognition and large
commercial orders,” said
Mr Nandakumar.
BrahMos, the world-class
supersonic cruise missile
jointly developed by
Russia and India, has

a symbol of
technological

with its
unmatched speed, preci-
sion and multi-platform

emerged as
India’s
prowess,

launch capability.
Around 200 leading busi-
nesspersons and profes-
sionals from various
fields participated in the
programme. Mr K. M.
Asharaf, Senior PRO of
Manappuram Finance,
welcomed the digni-
taries, while Lion’s Club
International leader Mr
Saju Antony Pathadan
proposed the vote of
thanks.

HCLTech and Guardian Partner to
Accelerate Al-driven Technology
Transformation Journey

NOIDA, India, Jan 28, 2026
— HCLTech, a leading
global technology compa-
ny, has been selected by
The Guardian Life
Insurance Company of
America® (Guardian),
one of the largest U.S. life
insurers and a major
provider of employee ben-

efits, to accelerate
Guardian’s Al-driven
technology transforma-

tion journey and deliver
seamless customer experi-
ence. The multi-year part-
nership reflects a broader
shift toward long-term
technology modernization
at Guardian, with an
emphasis on Al-led trans-
formation and stream-
lined IT operations. As
part of the partnership,
Guardian will leverage
HCLTech’s GenAl service

transformation platform,
Al Force, to support ongo-
ing enterprise-wide tech-
nology innovation. This
partnership will enhance
Guardian’s operational
efficiencies, improve engi-
neering outcomes and
accelerate time-to-market
across application devel-
opment, support, testing
and infrastructure man-
agement. “Partnering
with HCLTech is a key
step in our long-term
strategy to harness data
and A, consolidate serv-
ices with a single strate-
gic partner and modern-
ize our core technology
foundations,” said Steve
Rullo, chief digital and
technology officer at
Guardian. “This partner-
ship allows us to acceler-
ate customer facing digi-

tal innovation, improve
efficiency across our oper-
ations, and deliver a more
seamless experience for
the customers and policy-
holders who trust
Guardian.” “Partnering
with one of the largest
insurers in the U.S.
underscores HCLTech’s
leadership in financial
services, driven by our Al
expertise and deep indus-
try experience,” said
Srinivasan Seshadri,
chief growth officer and
global head of financial
services at HCLTech. “It
is an exciting time to be a
part of Guardian’s busi-
ness growth as we lever-
age our tech transforma-
tion experience and global
footprint to help the com-
pany realize its business
goals.”

FUJIFILM India Introduces Advance Imaging and Healthcare IT
Solutions to Support Indla J Preventlve Healthcare Ambition

Hyderabad, January 30, 2026: Fq;b..

India’s radiology and diag-
nostic imaging ecosystem is
entering a new phase of
growth, driven by rising life
expectancy, increasing
health awareness, and the
expanding reach of public
healthcare initiatives such as
Ayushman Bharat, which are
fueling demand for timely,
accurate, and accessible diag-
nostics across the country.
As imaging volumes
grow across preventive,
acute, and chronic care, there
is a parallel need for
advanced, scalable technolo-
gies that can support high-
quality diagnosis while
strengthening  healthcare
delivery beyond metro cities.
Responding to these evolving
needs, FUJIFILM India, a
leader in advanced diagnostic
imaging solutions, today
announced the launch of
Four new diagnostic imaging
and healthcare IT solutions at
the Indian Radiological and
Imaging Association (IRIA)
2026, underscoring its com-
mitment to strengthening
India’s diagnostic imaging
ecosystem through advanced,

|

clinically validated, and
workflow-centric technolo-
gies that enable diagnostic
confidence, operational effi-
ciency, and broader access
across diverse clinical envi-
ronments. At the center of the
showcase is FCT iStream,
Fuyjifilm’s latest CT scan sys-
tem, built on a “Less is More”
design philosophy. FCT
iStream combines high-defi-
nition imaging, dose opti-
mization, and Al-enabled
workflow automation pow-
ered by the Synergy-Drive
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workflow suite and REiLI
Medical Al technologies. “
The CT scanner auto-
mates Kkey steps across the
imaging process, from patient
positioning & scan planning
to image reconstruction &
seamless integration with
SYNAPSE 3D Workstation
for advanced visualization,
helping radiology depart-
ments to manage rising
patient volumes with greater
efficiency and consistency.
Advanced reconstruction and
Organ-based dose modulation

technologies further enable
high diagnostic confidence at
significantly reduced radia-
tion doses, supporting a wide
range of clinical applications
including oncology, cardiolo-
gy, neurology, trauma, and
preventive health screening.
Complementing its CT offer-
ings, FUJIFILM India also
highlighted its women’s
health imaging portfolio, led
by advanced fullfield digital
mammography systems,
including AMULET SOPHIN-
ITY and AI Designed with a

strong focus on patient com-
fort and diagnostic precision,

these mammography
machines support early
breast cancer detection
through high-resolution

imaging, Al-assisted position-
ing, tomosynthesis, and con-
trast-enhanced mammogra-
phy capabilities.

Together, they rein-
force FUJIFILM India’s con-
tinued emphasis on preven-
tive healthcare and improved
screening outcomes, particu-
larly in women’s health. The
portfolio further includes dig-
ital radiography (X-ray) sys-
tems, such as the FDR Smart
X Essential series, engineered
for reliability, flexibility, and
efficient workflows in high-
throughput clinical environ-
ments. Designed for deploy-
ment across tertiary hospi-
tals, diagnostic centres, and
space-constrained facilities,
these X-ray systems combine
consistent image quality with
space-efficient configurations
and streamlined operations,
supporting broader access to
essential radiography servic-
es across urban and non-
metro settings.
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Trump says 'it would be great' if US 'didn't
have to use' military force on Iran

Donald Trump says he has
told Iran it has to do "two
things" to avoid military
action, as the US builds up
its forces in the Gulf.
"Number one, no nuclear.
And number two, stop
killing protesters," the US
president said, adding that
"they are Kkilling them by
the thousands". "We have a
lot of very big, very power-
ful ships sailing to Iran
right now, and it would be
great if we didn't have to
use them." His latest
remarks follow weeks of
pressure on Iran to negoti-
ate a deal on its nuclear pro-
gramme. Iran's Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
has said armed forces were
ready "with their fingers on
the trigger" to "immediately
and powerfully respond" to
any aggression. Araghchi
arrived in Istanbul on
Friday for talks expected to
focus on averting the threat
of any military action by
the US. Later, in a call with
his Iranian counterpart

World

Masoud Pezeshkian,
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said Turkey was
willing to help "de-escalate"
tensions between Tehran
and Washington, his office
said. Trump made his latest
comments at the premiere
of a documentary about his
wife Melania. Earlier this

week, Trump wrote on
Truth Social: "Hopefully
Iran will quickly 'Come to
the Table' and negotiate a
fair and equitable deal - NO
NUCLEAR WEAPONS." He
warned that a "massive
Armada is heading to Iran",
and it was "ready, willing,
and able to rapidly fulfil its

mission, with speed and
violence, if necessary". In
response, Araghchi said:
"Iran has always welcomed
a mutually beneficial, fair
and equitable NUCLEAR
DEAL - on equal footing,
and free from coercion,
threats, and intimidation -
which ensures Iran's rights

to PEACEFUL nuclear tech-
nology, and guarantees NO
NUCLEAR WEAPONS."
"Such weapons have no
place in our security calcu-
lations and we have
NEVER sought to acquire
them," he added.

Iran's Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi said that no
negotiations with the US
were currently under way,
despite "exchanges of mes-
sages".
Earlier this month, Trump
said that the US would
come to the "rescue" of
Iranian protesters if
authorities used violence
against them.
Demonstrations began in
late December after a sharp
fall in the value of the
Iranian currency, but swift-
ly evolved into a crisis of
legitimacy for the country's
clerical leadership. Tehran
locals told the BBC that the
crackdown on protestors
was unlike anything that
they had witnessed before.

Though Trump initially
promised that "help is on
the way", he later said that
he had been told on good
authority that the execu-
tion of demonstrators had
stopped. The US-based
Human Rights Activists
News Agency (Hrana) says
it has so far confirmed the
killing of at least 6,479 peo-
ple since the unrest began,
including 6,092 protesters,
118 children and 214 people
affiliated with the govern-
ment. It is also investigat-
ing approximately 17,000
more reported deaths.
Iranian authorities said last
week that more than 3,100
people had been killed, but
that the majority were secu-
rity personnel or
bystanders attacked by
"rioters". The KEuropean
Union has since added
Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) to its terrorist list,
in addition to placing new
sanctions on six entities
and 15 individuals in Iran.
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BURKINA FASO JUNTA
ANNOUNCES BAN ON ALL
POLITICAL PARTIES

e

Burkina Faso's junta has
announced a ban on all
political parties, whose
activities have been sus-
pended since the military
seized power in 2022.
Junta leader Captain
Ibrahim Traoré has been
criticised for suppressing
dissent and the move will
be seen as the latest move
to  tighten control.
According to Burkina
Faso's Interior Minister
Emile Zerbo, the ban is
part of plans to "rebuild
the state" after what he
said were "numerous
abuses" in the country's
multiparty system. Zerbo
said the system had been

"promoting division
among citizens and weak-
ening the social fabric".
Parties were previously
banned from holding pub-
lic gatherings but the new
decree stops them from
operating altogether. All
the assets of the dissolved
parties would be trans-
ferred to the state, Zerbo
said, adding that a draft
law would be sent to the
Transitional Legislative
Assembly "as soon as pos-
sible". The country had
more than 100 registered
political parties before the
coup, with 15 represented
in parliament after the
2020 general election.

Ukraine sees quieter night
as Trump says Putin will
not attack its cities

Ukraine has seen a rela-
tively quiet night after
Donald Trump said his

Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin had
agreed not to attack Kyiv

and "various towns" dur-
ing a cold snap. The
Kremlin confirmed it had
received the US presi-
dent's request, but
declined to give specifics
about what was agreed.
While Trump did not say
when the pause could
begin, air raid alerts
sounded in just eight
Ukrainian regions
overnight into Friday,
with two minor injuries
recorded in Zaporizhzhia.
Temperatures in the capi-
tal, Kyiv, are due to plum-
met to -24C (-11F) over the
coming days. Russia has
recently intensified
attacks on Ukraine's ener-
gy infrastructure, as it has
during cold periods since
its invasion began. Kyiv
has previously seen peri-
ods without aerial
attacks, so it is unclear
whether a quieter night in
the capital was a result of
any agreement between
Trump and  Putin.
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said on

Friday that Putin had
received a  personal
request from Trump to
halt strikes on Kyiv until
1 February, to create
favourable conditions for
peace talks, but declined
to comment further.
Ukrainian officials had
been expecting a major
attack this weekend
ahead of the current cold
spell - if that does not take
place, it could mark a sig-
nificant step in US-led
efforts to bring the war to
a close. Ukraine's air force
said more than 100 drones
and a ballistic missile
were fired at regions near
the front line overnight.
But, as of Friday morning,
there have been no fresh
attacks on electricity or
heating infrastructure
crucial for keeping people
warm. Trump told a tele-
vised cabinet meeting in
Washington DC on
Thursday: "I personally
asked President Putin
not to fire into Kyiv and
the various towns for a
week, and he agreed to
do that." He added: "It
was very nice. A lot of
people said, Don't waste
the call, you're not going
to get that.'

Music legend Fela Kuti becomes
first African to get Grammys
Lifetime Achievement Award

A

Long crowned by his legion
of fans as the king of
Afrobeat, the late Fela Kuti
is finally being recognised
by the global music indus-
try. The Nigerian star will
posthumously receive a
Lifetime Achievement
Award at the Grammys -
almost three decades after
his death at the age of 58.
"Fela has been in the hearts
of the people for such a long
time. Now the Grammys
have acknowledged it, and

it's a double victory," his
musician son Seun Kuti tells
the BBC. "It's bringing bal-
ance to a Fela story," he
adds. Rikki Stein, a long-
time friend and manager of
the late musician, says the
recognition by the
Grammys is "better late
than never". "Africa hasn't
in the past rated very highly
in their interests. I think
that's changing quite a bit of
late," Stein tells the BBC.
Following the global success
of Afrobeats, a genre
inspired by Fela's sound, the
Grammys introduced the
category of Best African
Performance in 2024. This
year, Nigerian superstar
Burna Boy also has a nomi-
nation in the Best Global
Music Album category. But
Fela Kuti will be the first
African toreceive a Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Paytm Delivers Third Straight Profitable Quarter as PAT Rises
to 225 Crore; Revenue Increases to 2,194 Crore in Q3 FY 2026

Paytm (One 97
Communications Limited),
India’s full stack merchant
payments leader serving
MSMESs and enterprises, and
a leading financial services
distribution company, and
the pioneer of mobile pay-
ments, QR codes, and
Soundbox, today announced
its financial results for the
quarter ending December
2025 (Q3 FY26) reporting its
third consecutive profitable
quarter, driven by strong
monetisation, higher pay-
ments GMV, merchant sub-
scriptions, and distribution
of financial services revenue.
In the December quarter,
Paytm reported a profit after
tax (PAT) of 225 crore, an
improvement of 433 crore
year-on-year. EBITDA for
the quarter improved to 156
crore with an EBITDA mar-
gin of 7%, reflecting an
improvement of 379 crore

YoY driven by revenue
growth and continued oper-
ating leverage. Contribution
profit stood at 1,249 crore, up
30% YoY with a contribution
margin of 57%, an improve-
ment of 5 percentage points
YoY. Paytm UPI continued to
gain market share for the
third consecutive quarter.
Paytm’s consumer UPI GMV
grew 35% in the last nine
months versus industry
GMV growth of 16%. In Q3
FY26, operating revenue
grew 20% YoY to 2,194 crore,
led by higher payments
GMYV, increase in merchant
subscriptions and growth in
distribution of financial serv-
ices. On a like-for-like basis,
revenue growth was approx-
imately 25%. Paytm said that
there was an insignificant
impact on revenue from
industry stoppage of rent
payments through credit
card (PA PG guidelines, Sep

2025) and Real Money
Gaming (RMG) Act, Aug
2025, as the company has
taken proactive compliance
measures over the past few
years. Payments services
revenue (including other
operating revenue) grew
21% YoY to 1,284 crore. Net
payment revenue increased
by 25% YoY to 613 crore, due
to improved payment pro-
cessing margin and increase
in merchant subscriptions
which grew by 27 lakh YoY
toreach 1.44 crore. Payments
GMV grew 24% YoY to 6.2
lakh crore. In Q3 FY 2026, dis-
tribution of financial servic-
es revenue grew 34% YoY to
672 Cr, driven by continued
growth in distribution of
merchant loans and wealth
products. This is despite
lower volumes under the
Default Loss Guarantee
(DLG) program, which leads
to lower revenue and lower

other direct costs. Indirect
expenses declined 8% YoY to
1,092 crore, driven by lower
employee costs (including
ESOP costs) and lower
Provisions for Doubtful Debt
(PDD). Cash balance stood at
12,882 crore as of the quarter
ending December 2025, pro-
viding continued capital flex-
ibility to expand business.
During the quarter, the
offline merchant business
was transferred to Payments
Services Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of the com-
pany, in line with regulato-
ry guidelines. Payments
Services Limited received
final approval from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to operate as an Online
Payment Aggregator.
Further, the RBI authorised
PPSL to operate as a
Payment Aggregator for
offline and cross-border
payments.

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT REACHES DEAL
WITH KURDISH-L
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Syria's government has
reached a deal with the
Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF)
militia alliance that would
see the gradual intergra-
tion of Kurdish forces and
institutions into the state.
This comes after weeks of
clashes which saw Syrian
troops reclaim large
swathes of territory in the
north-east that had been
under SDF control for
more than a decade. US
envoy Tom Barrack called
it "a profound and historic
milestone in Syria's jour-
ney toward national recon-
ciliation, unity, and endur-
ing stability". Earlier this
month - and after its major
territorial losses - the SDF

agreed to a ceasefire that
saw much of its hold
brought under govern-
ment control, but reports
of clashes continued. Much
like that 14-point agree-
ment, Friday's deal would
see SDF withdraw from
points of contact, its mem-
bers join the Syrian army
and government, and the

integration of its adminis-
trative and civil bodies
into those of the state. The
SDF said the agreement
also includes the forma-
tion of a military division
consisting of three
brigades made of its mem-
bers. The statement on X
added that an agreement
on the civil and education-
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al rights for Kurdish peo-
ple was also reached, as
well as a guarantee that
those displaced would be
allowed to return to their
homes. Part of the deal saw
the transfer of prisons, oil
and gas fields - which were
under SDF control - to
Damascus. Syrian troops
seized control of the Omar
facility, the country's
largest oilfield, after the
SDF pulled back. Earlier,
the army took the strategic

Tabga dam on the
Euphrates river. The
Kurds previously con-

trolled nearly a third of
Syria's territory with the
support of the US after it
helped defeat the Islamic
State (IS) group.

TRUMP NOMINATES FEDERAL RESERVE CRITIC
KEVIN WARSH TO RUN US CENTRAL BANK

US President Donald Trump
says Kevin Hassett, who had
been seen as a frontrunner
for the Fed role, would have
made "a great Chairman" but
that he couldn't afford to
spare him. Hassett is a long-
time conservative economist
and key Trump economic
adviser. Taking to Truth
Social in the last few min-
utes, Trump says Hassett is
"highly respected" and "is
doing such an outstanding
job". "T just didn’t want to let
him go. Kevin is indescrib-
ably good so, as the expres-
sion goes, “if you can’t do bet-
ter, don’t try to fix it!” In our
next post, we'll bring you
more on who Kevin Hassett
is. Kevin Warsh has been at
the top of Trump’s list of
favourites to lead the Federal
Reserve since the president's

first term in office. The fact it
took Trump this long to
name him is down to one
problem: that Warsh has for
years been seen as a voice for
higher interest rates. That’s
at odds with Trump - a self-
described "low interest rate
guy" of longstanding, who
has put unprecedented pub-
lic pressure on the Fed to
slash borrowing costs. Since
Trump’s election, Warsh has
taken steps to shed his repu-
tation in media appearances
and opinion columns. But
Trump has remained
uneasy, openly worrying
about whether candidates
would say one thing while
jockeying for the job but do
another once it was secured.
But he also needs his pick to
pass muster in Congress and
on Wall Street, where the
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potential for an independent
streak is seen as a plus. For
now, Warsh seems to have
satisfied the president's con-
cerns. But Trump’s swift
turn on his last pick for Fed
chair — Powell — should serve
as a cautionary tale for any-
one taking the job. Trump
said Kevin Warsh was from
"central casting" - and in
many ways he is a fairly typ-

ical central banker, as a for-
mer Federal Reserve gover-
nor and adviser to the Bank
of England. Hence the mar-
kets' reaction to rumours of
his appointment. Gold prices
had been soaring to record
highs. This was partly driv-
en by fears that Trump
would choose a Fed chair-
man who would cave in to
his demands to cut interest

rates, leading to a falling dol-
lar and rising inflation.
Buying gold is a strategy to
protect against those things.
Compared to other candi-
dates, Warsh is seen as a "rel-
atively safe choice", in the
words of Capital Economics'
analyst Stephen Brown, and
less likely to "morph into a
full-blown Trump stooge".
Gold slumped as reports of
his impending appointment
emerged, even falling below
$5000 an ounce at one stage
this morning. Kevin Warsh,
a Wall Street veteran and a
former Federal Reserve
member, faces one of the
world’s most coveted policy-
making jobs - but perhaps
also one of the trickiest. This
selection process has not just
been about who gets to be the
world’s most powerful

banker - but also the future of
the central bank's independ-
ence. Kevin Warsh is a rare
candidate who appears to
appease both the president
and investors. Warsh
believes that rates should be
lower and that the Al revolu-
tion can help contain infla-
tionary pressures - aligning
with the president.
Meanwhile, some investors
believe Warsh's track record
on taking a tough line on
inflation during his previous
stint as Fed Chair hints at a
pragmatic approach. He now
undergoes a Senate confir-
mation, where there is resist-
ance to appointing a new
chair while an investigation
into the present chair is
ongoing. And then, once in
post, he will need to prove his
credibility to markets.

Panama voids Hong
Kong-based firm's canal
port contracts

Panama's Supreme Court
has annulled contracts
allowing a Hong Kong-
based company to operate
container ports on the
Panama Canal. The ruling
comes a year after US
President Donald Trump
claimed China was "operat-
ing the Panama Canal" - the
main shipping link
between the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans - in his inau-
gural speech. CK
Hutchison Holding,
through its subsidiary the
Panama Ports Company
(PPC), has operated two of
the five ports since the
1990s. It had previously
agreed to sell them to a
group led by a US invest-
ment firm under a wider
deal. The court found that
laws allowing the firm to
operate the ports were
"unconstitutional", but
PPC said the ruling "lacks
legal basis". Trump has
made repeated claims that
the Central American
canal is under Chinese con-
trol. During his address
last January, he said:
"China is operating the
Panama Canal and we did-
n't give it to China. We gave
it to Panama and we're tak-
ing it back." The following
month, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio also

demanded that Panama
make "immediate changes"
to what he called the "influ-
ence and control" of China
over the canal. Panama has
previously rejected the US
government's claims and

President Jose  Raul
Mulino has said the canal
"is and will remain" in his
country's hands. There is
no public evidence to sug-
gest China exercises con-
trol over the canal, though
Chinese companies have a
significant presence there.
CK Hutchison, founded by
Hong Kong billionaire Li
Ka-shing, is not owned by
the Chinese government.
But Beijing's tighter politi-
cal control over Hong Kong
in recent years has
changed how the company
is viewed internationally.
Its global assets - which
include ports and logistics
hubs - are now often seen
through the lens of wider
concerns about China's
influence. Against a back-
drop of rivalry between the
US and China over global
trade routes, as well as the
Trump administration's
focus on US dominance
over the western hemi-
sphere, the ruling on
Thursday is likely to be
seen as a victory for
Washington.
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Australian Open semi-finals: Djokovic
leads Sinner by break in fourth set

Serbian tennis star Novak
Djokovic takes on Italy's
Jannik Sinner in the second
semifinal of the Australian
Open 2026. Djokovic, current-
ly ranked No. 4 in the world,
was two sets down against
Lorenzo Musetti in the quar-
ters, but entered the semis
after Musetti was forced to
retire due to injury. On the
other hand, Sinner has been
in imperious form. Apart
from a short third round
scare against Eliot Spizzirri,
Sinner is yet to drop a set in
any other match. When will
the Novak Djokovic vs
Jannik Sinner, Australian
Open 2026 semi-final match
take place? The Novak
Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match will take place on
Friday, January 30 (IST).
Where will the Novak
Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match be held? The
Novak Djokovic vs Jannik
Sinner, Australian Open 2026
semi-final match at the Rod

Laver Arena in Melbourne,
Australia. What time will the
Novak Djokovic vs Jannik
Sinner, Australian Open 2026
semi-final match start? The
Novak Djokovic vs Jannik
Sinner, Australian Open 2026
semi-final match is expected
to start from 2:00 PM IST.
Which TV channels will show
the live telecast of the Novak
Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match? The Novak

Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match will be televised
live on the Sony Sports net-
work. Where to follow the live
streaming of the Novak
Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match? The Novak
Djokovic vs Jannik Sinner,
Australian Open 2026 semi-
final match will be live
streamed on the FanCode app
and website.  Ten-time

Australian Open winner
Novak Djokovic has broken
reigning champion Jannik
Sinner, taking a 54 lead in the
fourth set of the Australian
Open 2026 semi-final at the
Rod Laver Arena in
Melbourne on Friday. World
No. 2 Sinner leads World No. 4
Djokovic two sets to one, hav-
ing won the third set 6-4.
Sinner won the first set 6-3,
having broken Djokovic at
the first time of asking.

However, Djokovic roared
back to clinch the second set 6-
3. Djokovic has not beaten
Sinner in more than two
years, but is gunning for his
11th Australian Open final.
The winner of the match will
take on World No. 1 Carlos
Alcaraz in the final, who bat-
tled through injury to beat
Alexander Zverev in a five-set
thriller. Jannik Sinner has
now smashed 21 aces today,
making it his career best in a
single match! He takes the
ninth game to keep the set
alive at 54, but Djokovic will
win the set if he holds serve
next time out. Djokovic
bounces back, cancels
Sinner's advantage and then
goes on and wins the game to
hold serve. Make that 53 to
Djokovic in the fourth set.
The crowd continues to chant
"Novak, Novak". Sinner will
now serve to stay in the set.
Enthralling game between
Sinner and Djokovic. Sinner
threatens to break and takes a
3040 lead, but Djokovic fights
back to pull it to deuce.

In a move that sent shock-
waves through the digital
world, Indian cricket legend
Virat Kohli's Instagram
account suddenly vanished
on Friday morning. The pro-
file, boasting over 274 million
followers, left millions of fans
in a state of confusion and
panic as it appeared to be
deactivated without warn-
ing. The disappearance was
first noticed in the early
hours of Friday. Users
attempting to access the han-
dle @virat.kohli were met
with the standard error mes-
sages: "This page isn't avail-
able" or "Thelink may be bro-
ken." However, the anxious
fans were able to catch their
breath hours later when
Kohli's Instagram account
was reactivated, just hours
later after its disappearance.
The timing was particularly
baffling given Kohli's red-hot
form. He recently reclaimed
the No. 1 ICC ODI batting
ranking, though for a short
interval, after a masterful
124-run knock against New
Zealand earlier this month.
As his Instagram went dark,

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026

11

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

THE CURIOUS CASE OF VIRAT
KOHLI'S INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT
DISAPPEARING FOR HOURS

his profile on X (formerly
Twitter) remained active,
though the "King" offered no
immediate explanation.
With Virat silent, fans
turned to the next best
source:

his wife, actor Anushka
Sharma. Her recent posts
were quickly repurposed as a
community helpdesk, with
comments ranging from the
desperate to the hilarious.
Here are some of the com-
ments left on Anushka's
Instagram by fans: It's 2 AM
man and Kohli FC has start-
ed spamming under
Instagram's official handle.
Anushka maintained the

couple's trademark privacy,
leaving the queries unan-
swered while fans speculated
about everything from a
high-level hack to a volun-
tary "digital detox." What

Really Happened? As of
Friday morning, the mystery
has reached a semi-conclu-
sion: Virat Kohli's account
has officially returned to
Instagram. While neither
Meta nor Kohli's manage-
ment team has released a
statement, the "Nihilist
Penguin" meme trend, which
shows a penguin walking off
into the distance, became the
internet's favourite explana-
tion for his brief exit.

Sri Lanka Breaks Silence On ICC-
Bangladesh T20 World Cup 2026 Row

The Bangladesh Vs
International Cricket
Council (ICC) T20 World
Cup row continued for over
three weeks before the apex
cricket board gave its final
verdict on the issue.
Bangladesh had requested
the board to shift their T20
World Cup 2026 matches out
of India. They were set to
play four matches in
Kolkata and Mumbai in the
initial stage of the tourna-
ment. Bangladesh wanted
their games to be moved to
Sri Lanka, citing security
concerns in India. This
request had arrived in the
wake of Mustafizur
Rahman's exit from the
Indian Premier League.
While the ICC rejected
Bangladesh's request, it
gave the side a 24-hour

ANGLADESH )

deadline to make a final
decision. As Bangladesh
stayed firm on its stance,
the apex cricket board elim-
inated the side and replaced
it with Scotland, the top-
ranked nation among those
failed to qualify for the tour-
nament. Several reports are
suggesting that Pakistan
may also boycott the event

in solidarity with
Bangladesh or decide not to
play their matches against
India. While so much
drama is taking place all
around, Sri Lanka stayed
silent for a long time. Given
they are the co-hosts of the
tournament alongside
India, there was a lot of
attention on their reticence.

The country has finally spo-
ken up on the issue. Cricket
Secretary Bandula
Dissanayake told AFP that
Colombo wanted to avoid
being drawn into regional
disputes. "In these disputes
among India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, we are remain-
ing neutral; all of these are
friendly nations," he said.
The official, however,
added that Sri Lanka would
be willing to host future
tournaments for any of the
countries if asked. Notably,
Pakistan and India now
play their matches at neu-
tral venues due to deterio-
rating political tensions. As
a result, Pakistan will be
playing their T20 World
Cup 2026 games in Sri
Lanka, including the one
against India.

"Passports Warm":

Uganda Offer ICC To Replace Pakistan In T20
World Cup After Iceland 'Wlthdraw' Proposal

The suspense surrounding
the development is reach-
ing a crescendo. Pakistan
Cricket Board chief
Mohsin Naqvi met the
country's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and later
posted that a decision on
the "ICC matter" will be
taken by Friday or Monday
(February 2). Bangladesh
has already been replaced
by Scotland after the for-
mer's refusal to play its
matches in India. If
Pakistan also withdraws,
there will be a big gap for
the ICC to fill. In these cir-
cumstances, Uganda has
offered its candidature if "a
T20 World Cup seat opens."
"Dear @ICC, If a T20 World

Cup seat opens, Uganda is
ready - packed and padded.
Passports warm (not ice).
No bakers leaving ovens or
ships U-turning. Heat,
noise, pressure? We'll bring
the bold Kkit,"” Cricket
Uganda posted on X.
Uganda's hilarious post

was in direct reference to
what Iceland Cricket had
posted a while back. They
first offered to replace
Pakistan and then "with-
drew" as well. "It is with a
heavy heart that we now
announce our unavailabili-
ty to replace Pakistan in the

upcoming T20 World Cup,"
they wrote, before adding:
"Our loss is likely Uganda's
gain. We wish them well."
Amid the "threat," the
Pakistan Cricket Board has
already scheduled its T20
World Cup squad to depart
for Colombo early on
February 2, virtually ruling
out any possibility of boy-
cotting either the tourna-
ment or the marquee clash
against India on February
15, sources close to the
board told news agency
PTI. "The PCB has already
made travel arrangements
for the World Cup squad to
leave early morning on
February 2 for Colombo,"
the source said.

MAVERICKS TEENAGER
FLAGG BREAKS 46-
YEAR NBA RECORD

Dallas Mavericks' Cooper
Flagg became the first
teenager to score 49 points
in an NBA game as they
lost 123-121 against the

Charlotte Hornets at
American Airlines
Center. The 19-year-old
beat Clifford Robinson's
previous record of 45
points set in 1980 when
playing for the New
Jersey Nets against the
Detroit Pistons. Flagg,
making his 43rd appear-
ance of the season, also
became the youngest play-
er to score at least 40
points and 10 rebounds.
The Hornets' Kon
Knueppel, who was room-
mates with Flagg at Duke
University, also posted

impressive numbers. The
20-year-old scored a
career-high 34 points and
was successful with eight
of his 12 three-pointer
attempts - setting a rookie
record for Charlotte. Their
combined 83 points was
the highest of any oppos-
ing rookies in more than
50 years, and they were
the first pair of opposing
rookies from the same col-
lege to each score 30-plus
points in the same game.
The Dallas Mavericks sit
12th in the Western
Conference after falling to
four successive defeats,
while the Charlotte
Hornets have won five in a
row and are 11th in the
Eastern Conference.

Sarfaraz Khan Wears Mask On Field As
Pollution Row Strikes Ranji Trophy Match

The Ranji Trophy match
between Mumbai and Delhi
at the Bandra Kurla Complex
(BKC) Ground on Thursday
saw an unexpected controver-
sy over pollution erupt, with
players seen wearing masks
on the field as play continued.
While news about air quality
causing discomfort to ath-
letes usually makes headlines
in Delhi, it was unexpectedly
Mumbai where players com-
plained of breathing difficul-
ties this time. The Air Quality
Index (AQI) during the first
day's play on 29 January was
around 160, which falls into
the ‘'unhealthy' category.
However, the AQI at the
MCG-BKC Ground was likely
higher due to nearby con-
struction work, which caused
the air quality to deteriorate
rapidly. Despite the condi-
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tions, the players had no
option but to continue. India
international Sarfaraz Khan,
his brother Musheer Khan,
and several other cricketers
were seen wearing surgical
masks. While these masks
offer limited protection
against filtering PM 2.5 pollu-
tants, the players utilised
whatever resources they had

at their disposal.

".new (building) construc-
tion work is being carried out
here, and because of that, the
players were feeling the pollu-
tion and having issues in
breathing, so they put those
on," Mumbai pacer Mohit
Avasthi said on Day 1.
According to a report in the
Times of India, the Mumbai

team has lodged a formal
complaint with the Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA),
urging them to take up the
matter of the construction
dust with the Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board
(MPCB). A Mumbai team
source told the TOIL
"Mumbai's team manage-
ment has written to the MCA
regarding the pollution
caused by the under-con-
struction building nearby,
which has led to a significant
amount of dust on the ground.
Players and support staff sit-
ting outside the dressing
room were also forced to wear
masks. In fact, a few players
from the Delhi team even
requested masks from us.
Running on the field is
incredibly difficult in such
conditions."

Suresh Raina's Clear Stance On Sanju Samson's
Form, Picks India's Top 4 For T20 World Cup 2026

As the 2026 T20 World Cup
approaches, former India
stalwart and World Cup-win-
ner Suresh Raina has
thrown his weight behind
Sanju Samson, calling for
the team management to
show the same level of
patience with the Kerala
wicketkeeper-batter as they
once did with captain
Suryakumar Yadav. Despite
Samson's recent lean patch -
averaging less than 20 since
January 2025 Raina
believes the wicket-keeper
batter's "class" and ability to
handle both pace and spin
make him an indispensable
asset for the defending cham-
pions. Raina drew a direct
parallel between Samson's
current struggles and the
period where Suryakumar

Yadav faced scrutlny over
his consistency. "He hasn't
scored runs in almost one
year. But still, the captain
and coach were backing
him," Raina noted during a
chat with NDTV on the side-
lines of World Legends Pro
T20 League, referring to
Surya. "I think it's the same
story with Sanju. If he gets a

chance, he'll definitely do
well." Raina emphasized that
Samson's experience and
past performances, particu-
larly his centuries in South
Africa, prove he belongs at
the highest level. He argued
that the "top four" will be the
engine room that determines
whether India posts daunt-
ing totals of 190 or 210.

Suresh Raina on India's Top
4 A significant portion of
Raina's analysis focused on
the "Top 4" structure, which
he believes will dictate
India's success. He argued
that the engine room of the
batting order determines
whether India posts par
scores or unreachable totals
of 210. Raina is particularly
keen on the Abhishek
Sharma and Ishan Kishan
partnership. He praised
their "fearless" intent, noting
that they are capable of chas-
ing 150 in just 10 overs. "The
way Ishan and Abhishek are
playing... they show intent
from the first ball," Raina
remarked. Raina highlight-
ed the tactical advantage of
having a left-right combina-
tion at the top.

FULHAM SIGN MAN
CITY WINGER BOBB
FOR £27M

Fulham  have

Norway winger
Bobb from Manchester
City for £27m. Bobb, 22,
has agreed a five-and-a-

signed
Oscar

half-year contract at
Craven Cottage and will
wear the number 14 shirt.
"It feels great to be here. I
had a great day meeting
everyone and I'm very
excited," Bobb said. He
added that he consulted
Fulham midfielder Sander
Berge, his Norway team-
mate, before agreeing to
the move. "I spoke to
Sander, my good friend,
and I spoke to the manag-
er, and he explained what
the system's like, and how
the lads are, and how the
club is," Bobb said. "He
seemed lovely, so it was an
easy decision basically."
Bobb is a graduate of
Manchester City's acade-
my and made 61 appear-
ances for the senior side,
scoring 13 and assisting 27
across all competitions.
Sources say City will
retain a 20% sell-on clause,
as well as matching rights
for any future bids
received by the Cottagers.
An example of this being
exercised by City came in
the summer when they re-
signed goalkeeper James
Trafford from Burnley
after they also accepted a

bid from Newcastle. Bobb
has fallen down the peck-
ing order at City after the
January arrival of Antoine
Semenyo from
Bournemouth. "I know
there are rumours, I know
there are talks," manager
Pep Guardiola said on
Saturday after City's win
over Wolves. Asked if
Bobb wants to leave the
club, Guardiola replied: "I
think so." Bobb, who has
also had interest from
Bundesliga side Borussia
Dortmund, has featured 15
times for City this season
without scoring. He last
played on 17 December
against Brentford in the
Carabao Cup, when he
hobbled off injured inside
the opening 20 minutes.
Fulham have lost only one
of their last seven Premier
League games under Silva
and sit seventh in the table
following their 2-1 win
over Brighton on
Saturday. Bobb has fea-
tured six times for Norway
this year, helping them
qualify for this summer's
World Cup, and would
unite with compatriot
Sander Berge at Craven
Cottage. He missed almost
the whole of last season
after fracturing a bone in
his leg during training in
August 2024.
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Komalee Prasad Announces Powerful Female-
Led Supernatural Crime Thriller 'Mandavetti',
Directed by Saranraj Senthilkumar

Actress Komalee Prasad
has announced her Tamil
debut with Mandavetti, a
powerful female-led super-
natural crime thriller,
marking a significant new
chapter in her evolving cin-
ematic journey. Sharing a
heartfelt message seeking
the love and blessings of her
audience, Komalee
described the project as one
she and the team are deeply
proud of, even as details are
being Kkept under wra
Produced by Tuskers Den
Pictures and directed by
Saranraj  Senthilkumar,
Mandavetti has officially
gone on floors following a
traditional pooja ceremony.
Principal photography is
currently underway in
Usilampatti, Madurai dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, where
the cast and crew have
assembled to bring this per-
formance-driven narrative
to life. Komalee’s announce-
ment marks a new phase as
she steps into a different
language and cinematic
space with Mandavetti. The
film, a supernatural crime
thriller, blends elements of
mysticism with human
emotion and is built around

a singular female perspec-
tive. Performance-centric
in approach, the narrative
explores themes of loss,

identity, and survival,
requiring both physical
presence and emotional
control from its lead, with
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Komalee positioned firmly
at the centre of the film’s
psychological and narrative
core. Director Saranraj
Senthilkumar, known for
his work on Vella Kuthira,
brings a cinematic sensibil-
ity rooted in atmosphere

and psychological tension.
His approach to Mandavetti
is mood-driven and uncon-
ventional, with a strong
emphasis on restraint, tex-
ture, and character interi-
ority. The supernatural ele-
ments function not as spec-
tacle, but as extensions of
the protagonist’s inner
landscape, reinforcing the
film’s emotional and the-
matic undercurrents.
https://www.instagram.co
m/p/DS8F2XzE02P The
supporting cast includes
Thenappan, Gajaraj, and
Amritha, each contributing
to the film’s layered emo-
tional framework.

The technical crew features
cinematographer Prakash,
editor Kuna, music director
Deepak Venugopal, and
stunt choreographer
Gowtham, all collaborating
to ensure the film’s vision is
realised with precision and
craft. This Tamil debut
marks a natural progres-
sion in Komalee Prasad’s
career, which has been
defined by a preference for
roles rooted in authenticity
and emotional intelligence.
Her filmography includes
Telugu features such as

Napoleon, Rowdy Boys,
Sebastian P.C. 524, HIT: The
Second Case, HIT: The
Third Case, and Sasivadane.
She has also earned critical
attention in the digital
space with performances in
Loser (ZEES5), Modern Love
Hyderabad (Amazon Prime
Video), and Touch Me Not
(JioHotstar). Across medi-
ums, Komalee’s screen pres-
ence has consistently leaned
toward inner life rather
than surface display, earn-
ing recognition for her abil-
ity to carry narrative
weight with restraint and
honesty.

With Mandavetti, she enters
Tamil Cinéma not as a
crossover gesture, but as a
performer taking on a
demanding, central role
that reflects her evolving
artistic choices. As produc-
tion progresses, Mandavetti
is shaping up to be a distinc-
tive entry in contemporary
Tamil genre cinema, one
that foregrounds character,
atmosphere, and a strong
female point of view.
Further announcements
regarding the film’s
progress are expected in the
coming months.
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Grand Trailer Launch Event of
‘Sumathi Sathakam’ Held in Tirupati;

Wo

‘Sumathi Shatakam’ to
Release in Telugu States
Through Mythri Movie
Makers The trailer of the
upcoming Telugu film
‘Sumathi Sathakam’ was
launched in a grand man-
ner in Tirupati. The film is
set to be released across
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana through Mythri
Movie Makers. Produced
by Sai Sudhakar
Kommalapati under the
Vision Movie Makers ban-
ner, Sumathi Sathakam is
written and directed by
MM Naidu. The film stars
Amardeep Choudhary and
Saylimchaudhri as the lead
pair, with prominent roles
played by Tasty Teja,

Mahesh Vitta, JDV Prasad,
AKkella Gopi Krishna, Kiran
Vijay, Mirchi Kiran,
Nellore Neeraja, Malakpet
Shailaja, and others. The
film has cinematography
by S Halesh and editing by
Naheed Mohammed. The
previously released first
look, teaser, and songs
received a positive
response from audiences.
As part of the promotions
ahead of the theatrical
release on February 6, the
trailer launch event was
held today at Sri Ram
Engineering College,
Tirupati, in the presence of
students and the film team.
Director MM Naidu said: “I
sincerely thank the man-

agement and students of Sri
Ram Engineering College
for hosting our trailer
launch so grandly. Our pro-
ducer Sai Sudhakar garu is
the main strength of this
film, who never compro-
mised on quality. Hero
Amardeep delivered an out-
standing performance and
completed the shoot despite
a serious hand injury,
showing great dedication.
Tasty Teja plays an impor-
tant role, and the film
blends comedy, suspense,
and devotional elements.
Mahesh Vitta will be seen
in a refreshing romantic
role as a sarpanch, and
Shaili impresses with her
charm and performance.

Is Rakul Preet Singh
quietly cutting ties with
Hyderabad? Rumours fly

Hyderabad: Rakul Preet
Singh is one of the most popu-
lar Indian actresses who
enjoyed immense craze in
South India, especially
Tollywood. With her glam-
our, fitness appeal, and
strong screen presence,
Rakul quickly became a
household

Telugu cinema. Rakul deliv-
ered several superhit Telugu
films including Loukyam,
Kick 2, Nannaku Prematho,
Dhruva, and Rarandoi
Veduka Chudham. At one
point, she was among the
most sought-after actresses in
Telugu cinema, working
with top heroes and major
production houses. Rakul
later shifted her focus to
Bollywood and married

Bollywood actor-producer

- rently has Hindi films like
\\ De De Pyaar De 2 and
\ Mere Husband Ki Biwi

. in the pipeline.

\ Jackky Bhagnani. She cur-

. Moving Away from

. Hyderabad?

& As per reports, Rakul
\ has largely stayed

' away from Hyderabad

since 2023 and has not

| signed new Telugu

. films. Industry buzz

. suggests she may
N be scaling down

her Hyderabad
footprint.

Heroes Sundeep Kishan and Vishwak Sen release

Hero Thiruveer’s “Bhagavanthudu” movie teaser

Young and talented hero
Thiruveer’s new film is titled
“Bhagavanthudu”.  Faria
Abdullah is playing the
female lead in this film, while
Kannada actor Rishi will be
seen in a crucial role. The
movie is being presented by
Asian Films Narayan Das
Narang and Panasa
Shankaraya Goud, and pro-
duced by successful producer
Ravi Panasa under the Ravi
Panasa Film Corporation
banner as Production No. 1.
With this film, G. G. Vihari is
making his debut as a direc-
tor. “Bhagavanthudu” is
being made as a romantic
period political action drama
and is gearing up for a sum-
mer release. The teaser of the
film was released today in
Hyderabad by  heroes
Vishwak Sen and Sandeep
Kishan. At the event:
Producer Seven Hills Satish
said: "Ravi Panasa is a good
friend of mine. At one point,
he used to tell me not to get
into film production. Now he
himself is producing a film.
Ravi Panasa has been suc-
cessful as a businessman, and
I hope he scores a big hit as a
producer with this film as
well." Actor Krish said: "I
played an important role in
“Bhagavanthudu”. My
makeover in the film will be
something new. We have seen
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the film from the making
stage itself. This movie will
become a big hit and will be
remembered as a notable film
inthe Telugu industry." Actor
Jabardasth  Abhi  said:
"Watching the teaser of
“Bhagavanthudu” gave me
goosebumps. This is a very
different film in my career.
Some people may not even
recognize me in the teaser.
We often talk about Kantara,
and after “Bhagavanthudu”
releases, people will speak
about this film in the same
way." Actor Ravinder Vijay
said: "Venu Udugula always
encourages me. He promised
to give me a good character,
and he kept his word by get-

-

ting me a strong role in this
film. I want to talk about this
movie at the success meet of
“Bhagavanthudu”." Actor
Mime Madhu said:
“Bhagavanthudu” will be a
memorable film in my career.
The way the characters are
designed and how the direc-
tor extracted performances is
superb. We are not saying
this, you will say the same
after watching the film.
Thanks to director Gopi
Vihari and producer Ravi
Panasa for giving me this
opportunity." Music director
KP said: "I am happy to be
introduced to the Telugu
audience as a music director
with “Bhagavanthudu”.

Thanks to director Gopi
Vihari and producer Ravi
Panasa for this opportunity.
The songs and background
score will impress you. I hope
everyone supports our film
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“Bhagavanthudu”." Director
and producer Madhura
Sridhar Reddy said: "I have
known Ravi Panasa since
2005. We both started our
journeys in the industry
around the same time. Ravi
Panasa has worked on many
films along with us. When he
said he wanted to produce
films, I was the one who
warned him about produc-
tion risks. Seeing his dream
come true after 20 years
makes me very happy.

With Love' is a feel-good entertainer that everyone can connect
with: Hero Rana Daggubati at the trailer launch event

'With Love' is a feel-good
romantic entertainer star-
ring Abhishan Jeevinth
and Anaswara Rajan in the
lead roles. Written and
directed by Madan. The
film is jointly produced by
Soundarya Rajinikanth,
Najarath Pasilian, and
Mahesh Raj Pasilian under
the banner of MRP
Entertainment. 'With Love'
is scheduled to release
worldwide on February 6,
2026. Telugu theatrical dis-
tribution is handled by
Suresh Productions. The
makers recently held a
trailer launch event.
Speaking at the trailer
launch event, hero Rana
Daggubati said.. Hi every-
one. Everyone here spoke
very Dbeautifully about
unspeakable love.
Everyone who saw the
trailer also connected very

much. While watching it, it
feels like this is our story. I
wish Soundarya garu to do
more films in Telugu. All
the Dbest to everyone.
Thank you. Hero Abhishan
Jeevinth said.. Greetings to

everyone. You all have
given a great reception to
the Tourist family. With
Love is also a film with a
very wonderful emotion.
Everyone will connect with
it. It will make us remem-

ber our memories. I defi-
nitely want everyone to
watch this film and support
it. This will be a favorite
film of all of you. Rana garu
has taken this film to a
greater level. Thank you to

our directors and produc-
ers. I am very happy to
come to Telugu with this
film. Heroine Anaswara
Rajan said.. Hello every-
one. I am very happy that
you all are correct after
watching the trailer. The
audience also corrects
themselves when watching
the movie. This is a very
cute movie. I hope every-
one will watch the movie in
the theater and enjoy it. It
is very happy to be back in
Hyderabad once again. We
made this movie with a lot
of love. Thank you Rana
garu. This movie will defi-
nitely entertain you all.
Producer Soundarya
Rajinikanth said.. Hello
everyone. I am very happy
to bring this film to Telugu.
Rana is a childhood friend.
I have many childhood
memories with him. As

soon as I told him about
this film, he brought it for-
ward as his film. I am very
happy that he is releasing
this film. I am very happy
to launch Abhishan as a
hero. He gave a good suc-
cess directly. He performed
wonderfully in this film.
Anaswara is already doing
films in Telugu. I hope you
all will definitely watch
this film in theaters on
February 6th. Producer
Mahesh Raj said..
Greetings to everyone.
Rana garu is very happy to
release this film in Telugu.
We made this film with a
lot of love. I hope you will
support this film like a
tourist family. The film
will be released on
February 6. I hope you all
will definitely support this
film. I believe you all will
enjoy this film.

Do you know how
much Margot

Robbie’s viral Taj
Mahal necklace costs?

Hyderabad: Margot Robbie
made a powerful style state-
ment at the world premiere
of Wuthering Heights held
at the TCL Chinese Theatre

in Los Angeles. The
Australian actor arrived on
the red carpet in a dramatic
custom Schiaparelli cou-
ture gown, instantly catch-
ing the attention of fans and
fashion lovers. But beyond
the striking outfit, it was
the jewellery around her
neck that truly became the
talking point of the evening.

o Everything about
Margot Robbie’s necklace
Margot Robbie wore a leg-
endary heart-shaped dia-
mond necklace once owned
by Hollywood icon
Elizabeth Taylor.
According to media reports,
the necklace is valued at
around eight million dol-
lars, which is approximate-
ly Rs. 74 crore. The iconic
jewel was gifted to Elizabeth
Taylor by her fifth husband,
actor Richard Burton, on

her 40th birthday. The neck-
lace is closely associated
with their famous love
story, which began during
the filming of Cleopatra.
Over the years, the piece
has come to symbolise old
Hollywood romance, luxu-
ry, and timeless glamour.

® The necklace’s deep
Indian connection

What makes the necklace
even more special is its
strong connection to Indian
history. The heart-shaped,
table-cut diamond carries a
Parsi inscription that reads
“Love is Everlasting” and
also has the name of
Mughal empress Noor
Jahan engraved on it.
Historians believe the gem
originally belonged to
Mughal emperor Shah
Jahangir, who gifted it to
Nur Jahan. The diamond
was later passed down to
their son Shah Jahan. Some
experts believe Shah Jahan
then gifted the jewel to his
wife Mumtaz.
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