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Rythu bharosa to be rolled out
after municipal polls: CM Revanth
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Silver soars to hit
near Rs 3L per kg,
gold jumps to Rs
1.65L per 10g

New Delhi (TSIT): Precious met-
als extended their sharp rally for
the second straight day in the
national capital on Wednesday,
February 4, with silver prices
surging to Rs 2.98 lakh per kg and
gold climbing to Rs 1.65 lakh per
10 grams.Firm global trends, a
weak US dollar, which revived
investor interest in precious met-
als after last week’s steep sell-off,
contributed to the surge, traders
said.According to the All India
Sarafa Association, silver soared
by Rs 14,300, or 5.03 per cent, to Rs
2,98,300 per kilogram (inclusive of
all taxes). The white metal closed
at Rs 2,84,000 per kg in the previ-
ous session. Gold of 99.9 per cent
purity also advanced sharply,
gaining Rs 7,400, or 4.69 per cent,

Govt deactivates
2.5 crore Aadhaar
IDs of deceased to
prevent fraud

New Delhi (TSIT): Over 2.5 crore
Aadhaar numbers of deceased per-
sons have been deactivated to pre-
vent identity fraud, Union
Minister of State for Electronics
and Information Technology Jitin
Prasada told the Parliament on
Wednesday. Aadhaar is the world's
largest biometric identity system
with approximately 134 crores live
Aadhaar holders. “As part of a
nationwide clean-up effort to main-
tain the continued accuracy and
integrity of the Aadhaar database,
Unique Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) has deactivated
more than 2.5 crore Aadhaar num-
bers of deceased persons till date,”
said Prasada. “In case of the death
of a person, it is essential that his/
her Aadhaar number is deactivat-
ed to prevent potential identity
fraud, or unauthorized usage of
such Aadhaar number for availing
welfare benefits,” he added. The
State / UT mentioned in the
address of an Aadhaar number
holder in the Aadhaar database
may vary from the State / UT
where death was registered.
Further, the Minister also
informed of several measures
taken to reduce the risk of identity
fraud and ensure leak-proof deliv-
ery of benefits in the country.

Hyderabad (TSIT Bureau):
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Wednesday
announced that financial assis-
tance under the Rythu Bharosa
scheme will be credited to
farmers’ bank accounts imme-
diately after the conclusion of
the municipal elections, with
nearly Rs.9,000 crore set to be
disbursed.

Addressing a public meeting
after laying foundation stones
for various development works
in Miryalaguda, the Chief
Minister said the Congress gov-
ernment has spent over Rs.1
lakh crore on farmer welfare in
the last two years. He said pro-
curement operations are con-
tinuing smoothly and that paddy
farmers are receiving a Rs.500
bonus per quintal.

KTR demands probe into

‘My Dream, My Future’
youth aspirations portal
launched by CM Stalin

CHENNALI: Chief Minister MK Stalin on Wednesday launched the website of
En Kanavu En Ethirkalam (My dream, My future), a new initiative aimed at
capturing and fulfilling the aspirations of the State's youth. The initiative is

Rythu Bharosa funds
worth nearly Rs.9,000
cr to be credited to
farmers’ accounts
immediately after

municipal elections.
CM REVANTH

Launching a sharp attack on the
previous Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) government,
Revanth Reddy alleged misuse
of power and resources during

WORLD | NEWS

Leader Of South
Africa's Second Largest
Party To Step Down

the former regime. He chal-
lenged former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao and his
family to donate their farmhous-
es and media assets for public
use and demanded an apology to
the people of Telangana. He also
alleged illegal phone surveil-
lance of journalists, judges, film
personalities, and political lead-
ers during the BRS rule.

The Chief Minister stated that
K. Jayashankar should be
regarded as the “Father of
Telangana” and  praised
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi
for her role in granting state-
hood, saying she is revered by
many as the driving force
behind the formation of
Telangana.

Revanth Reddy assured that
all municipalities would be
developed over the next eight
years and announced that more
Indiramma houses would be
sanctioned in the 2026-27
Budget. He claimed that strong
support from women voters in
the municipal elections would
lead to the defeat of BRS and
BJP candidates.

Highlighting welfare initia-
tives, he said the government
has issued new ration cards, is
supplying fine rice to beneficia-
ries, providing 200 units of free
electricity, waiving farm loans,
extending zero-interest loans to
women’s self-help groups, and
constructing Young India
Integrated Schools.

Appealing to voters to support
Congress candidates, the Chief
Minister said the large turnout
at the meeting reflected growing
public support for the party.

Revanth’s alleged ‘benami’ firm

HYDERABAD (TSIT) : Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) working president K.T.
Rama Rao on Wednesday demanded
an investigation into Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy’s alleged
‘benami’ company. Addressing a press
conference, KTR claimed that KLSR
functions as a front entity for the Chief
Minister and claimed to have evidence
to support his claims.

The BRS leader asserted that KLSR
had been operating as a ‘benami’ com-
pany for Revanth Reddy from the very
beginning. He said the Supreme Court
recently issued notices to the
Telangana government seeking clari-
fication on large-scale financial trans-
actions continuing in the company
despite its insolvency proceedings, as
well as allegations relating to attempts
to influence judicial processes.KTR
alleged that Revanth Reddy orches-

trated what he termed a political
drama from Davos under the guise of
forming a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) in the alleged telephone-tapping
case in order to divert public atten-
tion.He demanded that an immediate
investigation be launched into the
company and that all operations of the
insolvent firm be halted until the
probe is completed. He further called

Kharge attacks Modi government on
foreign policy, economy, democracy

NEW DELHI (TSIT) Congress presi-
dent and Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun  Kharge, on
Wednesday mounted a sweep-
ing attack on the Modi govern-
ment, accusing it of all-round
failure on foreign policy, the
economy, social justice and par-
liamentary democracy, and
alleging that democratic institu-
tions and constitutional values
were being systematically
weakened.

Speaking during the discus-
sion on the motion of thanks to
the President’s address in the
Rajya Sabha in the ongoing
Budget Session, Kharge said the
address was “silent on the real
concerns of the country” and
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failed to reflect the hardships
faced by the poor, farmers,
labourers, women, minorities
and marginalised communities.

“Parliamentary democracy
is under attack,” Kharge told
the House, alleging that the gov-
ernment was weakening debate,
accountability and legislative
scrutiny. He said the President’s
address did not offer any con-

crete answers on women’s res-
ervation, caste census, unem-
ployment, rising inequality,
atrocities against Dalits, tribals
and minorities, or on India’s
foreign policy challenges.

Foreign policy has been
reduced to “event manage-
ment”, eroding the country’s
strategic autonomy. He
expressed concern over China’s
growing influence in India’s
neighbourhood and the widen-
ing trade deficit with Beijing.
“Foreign policy failures are not
just diplomatic failures. They
have consequences for internal
security as well,” Kharge said,
linking them to terrorist inci-
dents that have resulted in loss
of life and property.

for the company to be blacklisted and
for all contracts allegedly secured
without eligibility to be cancelled.

KTR said that enforcement agencies
had carried out raids on KLSR in 2018
and that the media at the time had
reported links between the company
and Revanth Reddy, who was then the
state Congress president. Despite the
firm subsequently entering insolven-
cy proceedings at the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),
KTR alleged that the Chief Minister,
after assuming office, facilitated
the award of major government
contracts to the company. He fur-
ther stated that Income-Tax raids
were conducted on relatives of
Revanth Reddy on September 27,
2018, during which transactions
between Sai Mourya Estates and
KLSR were unearthed.
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MS Dhoni Points Out India's Big
4 Concern In T20 World Cup 2026:
"Don't Want To Jinx"

CM Naidu, DCM Pawan Kalyan
discuss political situation

AMARAVATI (TSIT): Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan on Wednesday dis-
cussed the latest political
developments in the state
and the filling up of four
vacancies in the Rajya Sabha.
The two leaders had a
detailed discussion on vari-
ous issues during two-and-
half hours long meeting at
the Chief Minister’s official
residence.

The marathon discussion
between the two leaders
assumed significance in the
wake of the opposition YSR
Congress Party stepping up
its attack on the coalition
government over various
issues. The situation arising
out of certain objectionable
remarks by YSR Congress
leaders against the Chief
Minister and his son and
minister Nara Lokesh, and
the subsequent attacks by
TDP supporters on the hous-
es of two leaders, is also

i
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believed to have come up for
discussion.

As four Rajya Sabha seats
are going to fall vacant soon,
the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister had a
preliminary discussion on
the seat sharing among the
TDP, the Jana Sena and the
BJP. The leaders of the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and the Jana Sena are
believed to have discussed
issues relating to improving
the coordination between the
two alliance partners.

They feel that YSR
Congress is trying to create
differences between the cad-
res of the two parties at the
grassroots level. The two
leaders also discussed filling
up of various nominated
posts in government bodies.

Naidu and Pawan Kalyan
reportedly agreed to chalk
out a joint strategy to counter
what they feel is the attempt
by the opposition YSR
Congress Party to instigate
caste politics.

President’s rule revoked in Manipur
hours before swearing-in of new CM

Yumnam Khemchand to take oath as Chief Minister this evening; BJP expresses
confidence in restoring peace, stability and governance in the state

New Delhi (TSIT) Hours
before the swearing- in
ceremony of new Chief
Minister in the North-
Eastern state Manipur,
President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday
revoked President’s rule
in the state.

According to a gazette noti-
fication issued by the Minstry
of Home Affairs on February
4, “In exercise of the powers
conferred by clause (2) of arti-
cle 356 of the Constitution, I,
Droupadi Murmu, President
of India hereby revoke the
Proclamation issued by me
under the said article on the
13th day of February, 2025, in
relation to the State of
Manipur with effect from the

President’s rule was
imposed in the state last year
on February 13, after pro-
longed political uncertainty
and law and order challenges.
According to BJP’s Manipur
unit, the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of Yumnam Khemchand
as the Chief Minister is sched-

uled to take place on
Wednesday evening at 6 pm at
the Lok Bhavan.

7.1 million cancer
cases worldwide
preventable,
tobacco biggest
culprit: WHO

New Delhi (TSIT): Up to four in
10 or 7.1 million cancer cases
worldwide could be prevented,
according to a new global analysis
from the World Health
Organization (WHO) and its
International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC) on
Wednesday.The study, released
on World Cancer Day on
February 4, identified tobacco as
the leading preventable cause of
cancer globally, responsible for 15
per cent of all new cancer cases. It
also found, for the first time, that

WORLD &
CANCER
DAY

nine cancer-causing infections are
responsible for about 10 per cent
of cancer cases. Other reasons
include alcohol, high body mass
index, physical inactivity, air pol-
lution, and ultraviolet radiation.
The analysis, based on data from
185 countries and 36 cancer types,
estimated that 37 per cent of all
new cancer cases in 2022, around
7.1 million cases, were linked to
preventable causes. Three cancer
types - lung, stomach and cervical
cancer- accounted for nearly half
of all preventable cancer cases in
both men and women, globally.
Lung cancer was primarily linked
to smoking and air pollution,
stomach cancer was largely
attributable to Helicobacter pylori
infection, and cervical cancer was
overwhelmingly caused by
human papillomavirus (HPV).
"This is the first global analysis to
show how much cancer risk
comes from causes we can pre-
vent," said Dr Ilbawi, WHO Team
Lead for Cancer Control, and
author of the study."By examin-
ing patterns across countries and
population groups, we can pro-
vide governments and individuals
with more specific information to
help prevent many cancer cases
before they start," he added. The
burden of preventable cancer was
substantially higher in men than
in women, with 45 per cent of new
cancer cases in men compared
with 30 per cent in women. In
men, smoking accounted for an
estimated 23 per cent of all new
cancer cases, followed by infec-
tions at 9 per cent and alcohol at 4
per cent. Among women globally,
infections accounted for 11 per
cent of all new cancer cases, fol-
lowed by smoking at 6 per cent
and high body mass index at 3 per
cent, the report said.

‘Why Only Bengal?” Mamata Banerjee
addresses SC as court seeks EC reply on SIR

New Delhi (TSIT) In a dra-
matic courtroom moment on
Wednesday, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
personally addressed the
Supreme Court, alleging that
her State was being “selective-
ly targeted” through the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls ahead of
elections. The Supreme Court
subsequently issued notice to
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) on her writ petition
challenging the SIR process in
West Bengal and asked the poll
panel to reply by Monday.

A Bench led by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant took up
Banerjee’s plea against the
ECI, which alleges that the

ongoing SIR exercise would
result in “large-scale disen-
franchisement” due to what
she termed as an opaque, hur-
ried, unconstitutional, and ille-
gal process.As the matter was
called out, Senior Advocate

Gopal Sankaranarayanan
mentioned the urgency of the
petition, noting that the issue
involved fresh matters listed as
Items 36 and 37.

With the Court indicating it
would shortly hear the case,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee walked up to the podi-
um and sought to address the
Bench directly.“This SIR pro-
cess is only for deletion,”
Banerjee submitted, asserting
that genuine voters were being
removed due to minor mis-
matches arising from social
realities such as women chang-
ing surnames after marriage or
poor migrants shifting resi-
dences.

She told the Court that vot-

ers’ names were deleted on
grounds of “logical discrepan-
cy”, even where the mismatch
was merely in titles or spelling
variations. “There are daugh-
ters who shifted to their in-
laws’ houses. Their names are
deleted. Poor people move for
work. Why should that be a
ground for exclusion?” she
asked.In a strongly worded
submission, Banerjee ques-
tioned the timing and selectiv-
ity of the SIR exercise.

“Four States are going to
elections. Why after 24 years?
Why this hurry to finish every-
thing in three months? Why
only Bengal? Why not Assam?”
she asked, alleging political
targeting.
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UPI transactions hit record high of Rs
230 lakh crore in 2025-26 till Dec: Govt

NEW DELHI: The government
on Tuesday informed the Ra-
jya Sabha that transactions
through the popular Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
touched a record value of Rs
230 lakh crore in the current
financial year till December.
Replying to supplementaries
during question hour, the
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said the
value of transactions through
UPI was expanding at a fast
pace.

“As far as domestic transac-
tions are concerned, trans-
actions worth a total value of
Rs 230 lakh crore have been
made till December in the
year 2025-26. This is against
total transaction value of Rs
139 lakh crore in the year
2022-23,” the minister in-
formed the House.

The minister also informed

the House that the UPI was

now expanding outside In-
dia and is being used in eight
countries after currency con-
version while following their
domestic laws.

In a written reply to the ques-
tion in Parliament, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said, “Unified Payment
Interface (UPI) is currently

Bhutan, France, Mauritius,
Nepal, Qatar, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, and UAE.”

“The government, Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and NPCI
International Payments Ltd
(NIPL) have been taking up
various steps for internation-
al expansion of Unified Pay-
ment Interface (UPI).

“These inter-alia, include

linkages with comparable
fast payment systems of part-
ner countries to facilitate
cross-border person-to-per-
son (P2P) remittance flows,
as well as the establishment
of travel-based corridors
to enable cross-border per-
son-to-merchant (P2M) pay-
ments,” the finance minister
said in her written reply.

She said the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) report
on ‘Growing Retail Digital
Payments (The Value of In-
teroperability)’ dated June
2025 has recognised UPI
as the world's largest re-
tail fast-payment system by
transaction volume.

“Further, as per ACl World-
wide report 2024, UPI ac-
counts for around 49 per cent
of transaction volume of the
global real-time retail pay-

NEW DELHI: Slamming
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi over his allegation that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi buckled under the
US pressure to finalise a
trade deal, BJP MP Anurag
Thakur on Tuesday asked
whether the Congress and
others in the opposition
are with India’s interest or

against it.
Speaking to reporters in
the Parliament House

complex, the former Union
minister alleged that many
in the opposition were cel-
ebrating after the imposi-
tion of US tariffs on India.
They had also raised ques-
tions even after India
signed free trade agree-
ments with the UK and the
European Union (EU), he
charged.

Nation
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whether the opposition
and the Congress are with
India’s interest or against
it,” Thakur said.

“This anti-India mindset
is clearly visible in Rahul
Gandhi, the Congress and
other opposition leaders, as
they are not even allowing

the BJP leader added.
Gandhi on Tuesday alleged
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has buckled un-
der US pressure to finalise
a trade deal and has “sold
out” the hard work of In-
dian farmers through the
agreement.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026
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Is Cong with India’s interest or against it: BJP
asks after Rahul’s attacks PM over India-US deal

Parliament House complex
after he was not allowed to
speak in the Lok Sabha as
he insisted on quoting from
an article that cited former
Army chief M M Nara-
vane’s unpublished “mem-
oir”, Gandhi said it is for
the first time in history that
the leader of opposition has
not been allowed to speak
on the president’s address.
“We need to understand
why a trade deal stuck for
about four months was
suddenly finalised last eve-
ning,” Gandhi said, adding
that “there was huge pres-
sure on Prime Minister
Modi”.

Asked what kind of pres-
sure he was referring to,
Gandhi alleged there is a
case against industrialist
Gautam Adani in the US
and a lot more is to come in

working in eight countries i.e.

operationalisation  of

UPI

ments,” the minister said.

“The question arises here

Parliament to function,”

Addressing reporters in the

the Epstein files.

7.400 Naxals arrested since 2019, LWE
violence down 88 pc from 2010: Govt tells LS

NEW DELHI: More than 7,400
Naxals have been arrested,
and 5,880 have surrendered
since 2019, with incidents of
Left Wing Extremism-perpe-
trated violence coming down
by 88 per cent from 1,936 in
2010 to 234 in 2025, the Lok
Sabha was informed on Tues-
day.

Replying to a query, Minis-
ter of State for Home Affairs,
Nityanand Rai, said that in
2025, the security forces neu-
tralised 364 Naxals, arrested
1,022 and facilitated 2,337
surrenders.

Left Wing Extremism (LWE),
which has been a serious
challenge to internal security,
has been significantly curbed
in recent times and restrict-
ed to only a few pockets, Rai
said.

“The number of LWE-affect-
ed districts reduced from 126
in 2018 to only eight in De-
cember 2025, with only three
districts now remaining the

most affected...The number
of police stations reporting
LWE-related violence has
significantly reduced from
465 in 2010 to 119 in 2025,”
Rai said.

The minister also said a spe-
cial focus has been laid on
the financial choking of LWE
activities and the unearthing
of the nexus between CPI
(Maoists) and its financial
supporters.

“For effective action towards
choking of funds and other
resources to LWE, coordinat-
ed actions are being taken by
the state police in coordina-
tion with the Central agencies
by various means,” Rai said.
On the development front,
apart from the flagship
schemes of the govern-
ment, several specific initia-
tives have been taken in the
LWE-affected areas, with
special thrust on expanding
the road network, improving
telecommunication connec-

|
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tivity, education, skill devel-
opment, and financial inclu-
sion, he said.

The minister said that to im-
prove telecom connectivity
in the LWE-affected areas,
9,233 towers have been com-
missioned and 15,016 km of
roads have been constructed
under two specific schemes —
the Road Requirement Plan
(RRP) and the Road Connec-
tivity Project for LWE Affect-
ed Areas (RCPLWEA).

Citing other development
schemes in the affected areas,
Rai said 46 Industrial Train-
ing Institutes (ITls) and 49
Skill Development Centres

(SDCs) have been opened.
In addition, 179 Eklavya
Model Residential Schools

(EMRS) for quality education
in the tribal areas have been
made functional, 6,025 post
offices, 1,804 bank branches
and 1,321 ATMs have been
opened in most LWE-affected
districts.

GUWAHATI: Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Tuesday said the proposed
underground rail link along
the strategic ‘Chicken’s Neck’
corridor in West Bengal will
ensure a secure transporta-
tion route, connecting the
Northeast.

He said the “strategic vulner-
ability” of the narrow strip
of land should have been ad-
dressed in the aftermath of
1971.

“This is BIG. For decades,
the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ has been
used as an intimidation tactic
by anti-national forces, both
within and beyond our bor-
ders,” Sarma said in a post
on X.

“The proposed underground
rail link marks a major stra-
tegic breakthrough, creating
a secure and foolproof trans-
portation corridor between
the North East and the rest of
the country,” he added.
Railway Minister Ashwini

The third day of the 3rd Future Warfare Course began on February 04, 2026 at the Manekshaw Center in New Delhi
with an address by Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, Chief of the Integrated Staff Committee.

India safeguarded Agriculture, Dairy in talks with
US, Piyush Goyal tells Lok Sabha amid protests

NEW DELHI: union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on
Wednesday asserted that
India had “successfully
protected” its sensitive
sectors, especially agricul-
ture and dairy, during
negotiations on the India—
United States trade deal, as
he briefed the Lok Sabha
amid sustained Opposition
protests.

“India has been success-
ful in protecting the agri-
cultural and dairy sec-
tors,” Goyal said, respond-
ing to concerns over the
impact of the agreement
announced earlier this
week by US President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Making his statement in
the Lok Sabha, Goyal said
the agreement was the out-
come of nearly a year of
detailed discussions
between negotiators from
both sides and had been
structured to balance the
core interests of India and
the US “keeping the impor-
tant interests of both sides
in mind”.“Tt is natural that
each side would want to

its sensitive

safeguard
areas and ensure the best

possible outcomes,” he
said. The minister said a
key outcome of the deal
was a sharp reduction in
US tariffs on Indian goods.
“US tariffs imposed on
Indian products will be
reduced to 18 per cent from
50 per cent,” he told the
House, adding that this
would place India among
the countries facing the
lowest tariff rates com-
pared to its competitors in
the American market.
According to Goyal, he
tariff cuts would help boost
Indian  exports and

strengthen domestic
industry, while aligning
with the government’s
Viksit Bharat and
Atmanirbhar Bharat
goals. “This trade agree-
ment will help promote
economic growth and ben-
efit Indian industries,” he
said.Elaborating on the
negotiations, Goyal said
talks had been held at
multiple levels over the
past year. “With a year of
discussions, the two sides
succeeded in giving final
shape to various sectors
of the bilateral trade
agreement,” he said,
underlining that India’s

negotiating team
had prioritised
domestic sensitivi-
ties.

He added that both
governments were
now working to com-
plete the remaining
technical processes
related to the agree-
ment. Goyal’s address
came amid sloganeer-
ing by the Opposition
members, who pro-
tested over disallow-
ing the Leader of
Opposition opportunity to
speak in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. The dispute
stemmed from a contro-
versy over Gandhi quoting
excerpts from an article
citing former Army chief
M M Naravane’s unpub-
lished memoir on the 2020
India-China conflict.
Despite the disruptions,
the minister continued his
statement, maintaining
that the India-US trade
deal marked an important
step forward in bilateral
economic relations, while
ensuring that India’s core
and sensitive sectors
remained protected.

Vaishnaw had on Monday
said plans are afoot to lay
underground railway tracks
along the 40-km strategic
corridor and also make the
existing tracks four-line.

The strategic corridor, called
the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ for its
shape, is a strip of land locat-
ed in northern West Bengal’s
Siliguri area, having a width
of over 20 km. The strip is
sandwiched between Nepal
and Bangladesh, with Bhutan

and China a few hundred ki-
lometres away.

Thanking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Vaish-
naw for the decision, Sarma
said, “...We are taking a gi-
ant step towards mitigating
this long-standing strategic
vulnerability - one that, in
hindsight, should have been
addressed much earlier, per-
haps even in the aftermath of
1971.” Sarma had earlier said
that then PM Indira Gandhi

Underground rail link along ‘Chicken’s Neck’
will ensure secure route to NE: Himanta

“could have asked to expand
the Chicken’s Neck corridor”
after the 1971 war.

“She could have redrawn the
map for NE’s straight access
to the rest of the country and
not remain dependent on the
‘Chicken’s Neck’ corridor,” he
had said.

The CM had also held that if
India’s first PM Jawaharlal
Nehru had not “bartered
Chittagong port” with a por-
tion of Punjab with Pakistan
during Partition, the North-
east would not have been
dependent on the ‘Chicken’s
Neck’.

The proposed underground
lines will be between Tin Mile
Haat and Rangapani rail-
way stations in West Bengal,
Northeast Frontier Railway
officials said.

One of the lines will go to-
wards Bagdogra in West Ben-
gal, vital for the air defence
mechanism of the country,
they said.

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Modi Trump trade
accord lauded as
landmark win for
India’s key sectors

New Delhi, Feb 3: Commerce
and Industry minister Piyush
Goyal on Tuesday described
the recently concluded India
US trade agreement as a his-
toric and highly favourable
pact — superior to similar
deals in the region — that pri-
oritises India’s strategic inter-
ests, including those of farm-
ers, the dairy industry, and
fishermen.Speaking at a press
briefing, Goyal emphasised
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi leveraged his strong per-
sonal rapport with US
President Donald Trump to
secure terms that safeguard
national priorities. The minis-
ter underlined the importance
of placing India’s economic
interests first in international
negotiations. According to
Goyal, the agreement opens
wide export potential for
labour intensive sectors such
as textiles, leather, seafood,
and gems and jewellery by
substantially reducing trade
barriers with the US market.
He added that engineering
goods — including auto com-
ponents — are also positioned
to gain from the pact.Goyal
pointed out that micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMESs), which generate a
significant portion of jobs
nationwide, stand to benefit
from a more competitive
export environment thanks to
lower tariffs. The minister
noted that prolonged negotia-
tions at lower official levels
had reached a stalemate before
Modi’s direct engagement
broke the impasse and enabled
a breakthrough. He stressed
the urgency of finalising the
trade agreement, noting that
high US tariff rates had previ-
ously hindered shipments of
Indian seafood, textiles and
other products to America.

Corporate Office: Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg, Near Ruparel College, Dadar (West),

Muthoot Homefin | y,rp.ai, Maharashtra - 400 028
DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the
following Borrower/s (the “said Borrower”), to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice/s issued to them that are also given below.
In connection with above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower to pay to MHIL, within 60 days from the publication of this Notice, the
amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest at 2% p.m. as detailed in the said Demand Notices, from the dates mentioned below
till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said
Borrowers. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to MHIL by the said Borrowers respectively.
Sr.| Name of the Borrower(s)/ Total Outstanding Date of Description of secured asset
No Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor/ Dues (Rs.) Demand (immovable property)

‘| Loan Account No./Branch Notice

1. |Bapuiji./ Ashvini./ Rs. 15,01,431/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Part & Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 4372/61, Site No. 61, Property No. 21-
MYS-NHL-000203/ Fifteen Lakh One 2026 |510-231, Situated At Ward No. 11, Housing Board Colony, H D Kote Town, Mysore (D).
Mysore Thousand Four Hundred Measuring: E-W: 7.62 Meters & N-5: 9.75 Meters. Bounded On: East By: Site No. 62,

Thirty One Only. North By: Private Property, West By: Site No. 60, South By: Road

2. |Dawalsab Hasimsab Rs.12,34,325/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No.151300103500100486 le Old VPC No.325/C
Gudisalmanif Reehana | Twelve Lakh Thirty Four 2026 |Measuring 96.24 Sq Mtr Situated In Hebballi Village, Dharwad Taluk, And Sub-Registrar
Dawalasab Thousand Three Hundred Jurisdiction In Dharwad District And Bounded On The: East By:- Govt Road,. West By:-
Gudasalamani/ HUB- Twenty Five Only. Property No.325/C, North By: Property of Allabaksha Gudasalamani, South By: Property
NHL-000149/ Hubli of Moulasab J Gudasalamani.

3. |Dawalsab Hasimsab Rs.28,43,378/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All Part And Parcel of Property No.20-5-505-10A ie Old No.20/6030 ie 34/A2/ Plot No.9
Gudisalmani/ Reehana | Twenty Eight Lakh Fourty | 592 |Measuring 109.11 Sq Mtr Situated In Ward No.20, Yalakkishettar Colony, Dharwad Town,
Dawalasab Three Thousand Three Taluk And Sub-Registrar Jurisdiction In Dharwad District And Same Is Bounded As Under;
Gudasalamani/ HUB- Hundred Seventy Eight East By: Plot No.8, West By: R S No.35, North By: Plot No.2, South By: 9 Mtr Road.
HL-000178/ Hubli Only.

4. |Govinda K/ Pushpa./ Rs. 13,46,406/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of Immovable Property Bearing No.199/173/120, E- Khatha
BAN-HL—UOIMQ)]BAN- Thirteen Lakh Fourty Six | gz |M0.152500200900500420, Situated At Aralimaradoddi Village, Doddakabballi Village
NHL-001176/ Thousand Four Hundred Dhakle, Kodihalli Hobli, Kanakapura Taluk, Ramnagara District., Presently Come Under
Bangalore Six Only. & Rs. 8,77,440/- The Jurisdiction of Kedihalli Gram Panchayath, Measuring East To West 10.06 Meters.,

Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy And North To South 13.71 Meters., (In All Totally Measuring 137.96 Sq.meters), Together
Seven Thousand Four With 107.30 Square Meters Rec Roofed Houses Constructed Thereon., And Bounded On
Hundred Fourty Only. The: East By: Public Road, West By: House Belong To Chinaswamy, North By: Raja Beedhi,

South By: Property Belong To Mahadevaiah,

5. |Hanumantappa Rs. 10,59,849/- Rupees Ten | 24-Jan- |All Part And Parcel of Property No.151400500700120356 ie VPC No. 124/2A Measuring
Gurappa Pujar/ Manjula| Lakh Fifty Nine Thousand | 2926 |80.50 Sq Mts With House Measuring 75.60 Sq Mts Situated In Chabbi Village of Shirahatti
Hanumantappa Pujar/ |Eight Hundred Fourty Nine Taluka And Sub-Registrar Jurisdiction of Gadag District And Same Is Bounded As Under;
HUB-NHL-000169 Only. East By Land In RS No. 149, West By:- Property of Gouravva Shanmukhappa Pujar, North
Hubli By: Property of Chatrappa Thapareppa Lamani, South By: Govt Road.

6. |Jayamala S/ Nagaraju/ | Rs.5,99,524/- Rupees Five | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing Site No.2, Khaneshmari No.102/304/2
053-05300685/ 053- Lakh Ninety Nine 2026 |Situated At Malonagathihalli Village, Kasaba Hobli, Nelamangala Taluk Bangalore Rural
05300147/ Bangalore Thousand Five Hundred District Measuring East To West 30 Feet And North To South 40 Feet In All Measuring

Twenty Four Only. Rs. 1200 Sq.feet And Bounded On: East By- Road; West By- Site No.1; North By- Road; South
9,15,533/- Rupees Nine By- Site No.3;

Lakh Fifteen Thousand Five

Hundred Thirty Three Only.

7. |Khalandarasab Rs.16,29,526/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 151300400100100992 ie With VPC
Chandakhannavar/ Sixteen Lakh Twenty Nine | 592 |MNo.1086/38 Measuring 111.47 Sq Mtr Consisting House Measuring 40.87 Sq Mtr Situated
Rabiya Thousand Five Hundred In Kalasa Village, Kundgol Taluk And Sub-Registrar Jurisdiction In Dharwad District And
Chandakhanavar/ HUB- Twenty Six Only. Bounded As Under; East By: House of Yallappa Hanumantappa Kuri. West By: House of
HL-000149/ Hubli Malliksab Uppar. North By: House of Goususab Khadarsab Karadagi. South By: Govt Road.

8. |Mahendra G/ Rs.5,93,631/- Rupees Five | 24-Jan- |All That Part & Parcel of The Property Bearing Assessment/ Katha No. 44/44, Situated At
Shanthamma/ 054- Lakh Ninety Three 2026 |Krishnapura, Ward No. 17, H.D. Kote Taluk, Mysore (D), Measuring E-W: 22 Feet & N-S: 52
05400073/ Mysore Thousand Six Hundred Feet. Bounded On: East By: House of Rathanamma, West By: House of Siddaraju. North

Thirty One Only. By: House of Kariyaiah. South By: Road

9. |Naveen Kumar K L/ Rs.15,85,579/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The R.C.C. Roofed Residential Building Consisting of Ground
Mahalakshmi P/ TUM- | Fifteen Lakh Eighty Five | 202g |Floor Constructed In Site Bearing Khatha No.52/C (Old Khatha No.54/51B), E-Swathu
NHL-000176/ Thousand Five Hundred No.152500903000700066, Measuring Towards East To West 8.8392 Meter And North To
Tumakuru Seventy Nine Only. South 12.192 Meter i.e., 8.8392' X 12.192' Meters, Situated At Kambattanahalli Grama,

Hettenahalli Grama Panchayat Limit, Gulur Hobli, Tumkur, And Bounded On The; East By:
House Belongs To Mayanna, West By: Oni (Passage)., North By: Road, South By: Site
Belongs To Lakkaiah

10.|Prakash S Banakar/ Rs.39,03,095/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No.34-10-382 Old No. CTS No. 17668 Tax
Deepa B Patil/ HUB- Thirty Nine Lakh Three | 202p |Assessment No. 10/0986 Measuring 223.05 Sq Mts With Building Situated In Ward No.
NHL-000160/ Hubli Thousand Ninety Five Only. 10, Byadagi Town, Taluk And Sub-Registrar Jurisdiction In Haveri District, And Bounded On

The; East By:- Govt Road, West By: CTS Mo. 1766/A, North By: Property of Belekeri, South
By: Govt Road.

11.|Prashantha S/ Deepa S/| Rs. 16,85,253/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Plot No.3, Assessment No. 250/B, Pid No.12- 506-97,
DAV-NHL-000171/ Sixteen Lakh Eighty Five | 2026 |Measuring 15.240030 X 6.096012 Mts.185.806 Situated At 7th Ward Vinayakanagara,
Davanagere Thousand Two Hundred Huvinahada%ali, And Bounded On The; East By:- Road, West By- House of Basanna North

Fifty Three Only. By- House of H. Lokesh, South By- House of Dakshinamurthy
12.|Ramesh B Duggatti/ Rs.22,54,528/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 147, Measuring 163.04 Sg. Mtrs.,
Lata Duggatti/ HUB- Twenty Two Lakh Fifty | 2026 |Consisting of A Building Measuring 163.04 Sq. Mtrs., Its E-Swathu No.
NHL-000142/ Hubli Four Thousand Five 151700600500220020, Situated At Baradur Village, Savanur Taluk, Dist: Haveri, Within
Hundred Twenty Eight The Limits of Village Panchayat, Kurabaramallur And Within The Jurisdiction of Sub-
Only. Registrar, Savanur And Bounded On The: East By: Property of Jaibunbi Kammar, West By:

Property of Cll]ualr;nabasappa Harijan, North By: Government Road, South By: Property of
Malatesh Mellalli

13.|Santhosh M/ Manjula Rs.27,09,528/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The Eastern Portion of Old Municipal No.191 Then 39, New
R/ BAN-HL-001205/ Twenty Seven Lakh Nine | g2 |Municipal 39/1, Pid No.24-7-39/1, Measuring East To West: 9.6ft, North To South: 24ft, In
Bangalore Thousand Five Hundred All Measuring 228sqft Situated At 4th Cross, Srirampuram Labor Colony, Presently Within

Twenty Eight Only. Comes Under The Limits BBMP Ward No.97 (Old No.24) And Bounded On: East By: Site
No.190, West By: Property Belongs To G.Tulsidas, North By: Cross Road, South By:
Conservancy Lane.

14.|Beeresha./ Rs. 3,63,979/- Rupees 24-Jan- |All That Part & Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 225/208A (Old No. 208), P.I. D No.
Hucchanayaka./ Three Lakh Sixty Three | 202p |152200102605620218, Situated At Kithuru 1 Grama, Bidarajalli Grama Panchayath,
Malamma./ MYS-HL- Thousand Nine Hundred Saraguru Block & Mysore (D), Measuring E-W: 14.6304 Meters & N-5: 14.6304 Meters.
000215/ Mysore Seventy Nine Only. Bounded On: North: Site of Gramatana And Mohan Gowda's Property, South:- Road,

East:- Parvathamma Co Channanaika's, West: Rajamma Co Marinaika's House

15.|5alman Khan/ Rs.30,43,546/- Rupees | 24-Jan- |All That Piece And Parcel of The R.C.C. Roofed Residential Building Consisting of Ground
Mahaboob Khan/ Thirty Lakh Fourty Three | 2gg |Floor, And First Floor, Khatha No.631/872 (Old Khatha No.424/48), Measuring Towards
Shabina Bi/ Noor Thousand Five Hundred East To West 30 Feet And North To South 40 Feet i.e., 30'X40' Feet, Situated At Ward
Suhana/ TUM-HL- Fourty Six Only. No.19, Ambedkar Nagar, Keb Back Side, Kunigal, And Bounded On; East By: Site Belongs
000187/ Tumakuru To Dilavar Magbool., West By: Site Belongs To Narasimhaiah, North By: Galli, South By:

Municipal Road.
If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MHIL as aforesaid, MHIL shall proceed against the above secured assets under Section 13(4) of the Act and the
applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences.
The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior
written consent of MHIL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made thereunder, shall be liable for
imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

Qate: February 05, 2026, Place: Karnataka

Sd/-Authorized Officer, Muthoot Homefin (India) Limitedj
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Karnataka’s first ‘Boat Ambulance’ service H. D. Kumaraswamy VBG Ram Ji Act Is Transparent,

Meets Finance Minister

launched at sea by Ullal fishermen Nirmala Sitharaman Congress Opposing It to Protect
Mangaluru, Feb 4: Ambulances Gillnet Fishermen’s Association. Union Ministers Hold Discussions on I rre gu Ia riti esS. R . AS h o k

rushing with blaring sirens to b | The objective of the service is to Growth of the Steel Sector and New
save lives during road accidents i) provide immediate first aid and Investments Bengaluru: Opposition 5 *:-1_17- M-.. 3
or medical emergencies are a : swiftly transport the injured to Leader R. Ashok on ¥ . - |
common sight. However, when the shore in cases of boat capsiz- Tuesday asserted that the : o TR AL
mishaps occur in the middle of ing, fire accidents at sea, or sud- VBG Ram Ji Act is a trans- sy
the sea, the lack of facilities to den health emergencies among parent and people-orient- - { .!
immediately bring the injured fishermen. Although there has ed legislation and claimed -’ ]
ashore has often resulted in loss been a demand for a sea ambu- that the Congress is oppos- i i _Er - i
of lives. Addressing this long- lance’ service, drawing wide- lance along the coast for decades, ing it as it prevents scope 1“ L *i-
pending concern, fishermen from  spread attention.The emergency  government projects could not be for irregularities. He o ‘wE
Ullalin Mangaluruhavelaunched  boat service has been initiated by =~ implemented due to technical and alleged that Chief Minister —
the state’s first-ever ‘boat ambu-  the Ullal zone Nadadoni and financial constraints. Siddaramaiah brought a e -
resolution against the Act * .
_ in violation of legislative =i
ﬁ.,., [ 'Y/ '.f rules. e +
. e Speaking to reporters, A ]
R. Ashok said that moving -

a resolution in the
Legislative  Assembly
against the VBG Ram Ji
Act was itself illegal, as a
mandatory  seven-day  vide its 40 per cent share Comp OWCIVIIB No 437612025
notice was not given for due to financial con- | |NTHE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE
discussion. Heaccused the  straints while taking [T BOMBAY, NAGPUR BENCH : NAGPUR.
Congress government of  credit for the scheme. He IVIL APPLICATI "li F 2017 (DELA
New Delhi : Union Minister for Heavy spreading misinformation  reiterated that the BJP w

Industries and Steel, H. D. against the Centre. Citing  opposes the resolution lmw
Kumaraswamy, held a meeting with = data from the Rural and pointed out that [ threughitsRegionaiManagerNagpur

...Appellants. VERSU

Union Minister for Finance, Nirmala @ Development Department, while the Congress has AllyaAnjumWeto Shakd Allichan
Sitharaman, to discuss key developmen- he claimed that irregulari- named over 400 schemes O, oesh ’

tal matters related to the Ministry of  tiesamountingtoRs.16,019  after the Nehru family, it |.R N9, ﬁndpc,::;“,}‘:,;‘;|p§";,,mpﬂ§’x

Steel. The meeting was held at the crore were reported in  isobjecting to the renam- |P th 560016.
Whereas the counsel for appellant above
CAF_ 252212017 For

Finance Minister’s office in Parliament = 31,624 cases during 2023- ing of the 20-year-old |named has filed 22017 _F
in the presence of senior officials of the = 24, Rs.50.23 crore in 20,742 NREGA scheme. | s G haaads i S rier
Ministry of Steel. During the interaction, cases in 2024-25, and Highlighting reforms, he |dated 23/12/2016 passed by The Member,

Mr. Kumaraswamy engaged in detailed Rs.18.13 crore in 2025-26.  said the workdays under |(Claim Petition No. 176/2005) and ihe same
. . . . . has been registered in this Court as C.A.F. No.
discussions on major development pri- = He alleged that corruption  the scheme were  |252212017 inF.A. St.No. 9760/2017.

orities and strategic initiatives concern-  took place through nepo- increased from 100 to 125 regﬁ?ﬂ:"*’mﬁg‘cﬁh":“'gofl‘;;.sbe{;‘g";'ega‘t’g
ing ministry of Steel and Heavy tism, bogus bills, and allo- and that extensive con- 55’.':1,’2",23'”,‘;"?2:‘.;""‘?JE”:;SPE?E;?&'L‘&Z
Industries.He stated that consultations cation of works to sultationswere held with |20 (1) of the Gode of Chil Procedure.

were held on new investments in the  Congress agents. all states before imple- |icuideas it a st Wiltake piace within
steel sector, ongoing projects, and mea- Ashok stated that all mentation. Referring to a |five weeks from the date of publication of

. . notice/ or on any day or any subsequent day
sures to further strengthen the industry =~ works under the 2013 CAG report, he said |whichtothis Courtmay seems convenient. You
and enhance its competitiveness. Union ~ Employment Guarantee over 4.33 lakh fake JOD |iatvstsinine comto cary o sooabie

ini - i i ifi If no appearance is made on your behalf, by
Mmlster. HD Kumaraswamy also con Scheme are implemented cardg were identified, oureat ar Somaono by law sutorised 1 oo
veyed his sincere appreciation to the  bystateRuralDevelopment causing losses of thou- |[foryouin this delay application, it will be heard

In the backdrop of the budget, Minister Zameer Ahmed Khan held a meeting with Christian, Jain and Finance Minister for presenting a for- Departments and not sands of crores. He said ;r;f;l8;ﬁ;d;;gﬁ:ﬁg;:f;ﬁ;ﬂﬁem\fig;;

Buddhist leaders and religious leaders and accepted their request. Ministers D. Sudhakar, Rahim Khan,  ward-looking Union Budget that pro-  directly by the Centre. He  measures such as [Jusice at Bombay, aforesaid this 25th

. s , ape v e . . : A L November, 2025. the Court
Chief Minister's Political Secretary Naseer Ahmed, Christian Corporation President Prof. Jafat, motes sustainable growth and advances  accused the Congress gov-  reduced job card validi- (shr. A5, Gour) Ass By Regiotrar
Department Secretary Shamla Igbal, Director Jilani Mokashi were present. the vision of *Viksit Bharat 2047*. ernment of failing to pro-  ty, biometric attendance. (S bigh court o By Nagpur Bench, Nagpur,

ASREC (INDIA) LIMITED DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The| DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Piece
‘N; egistered & Corporate Office Address: Bldg No. 2, Unit No. Piece And Parcel Of Propert Residentlal House Beann Property No 47/2. E Swathu || And Parcel Of Property Bearing No: 234, Unigue Code 15‘2100406300&0[}30? Situated At
Kumaras am Seeks aSREc 201 2 2A & 200-2028B, Gr. Floor, Solitaire Cory %rate (AUl No 15120020140050010 g !\Xeasunng 6 X 1 ts le 92.90 Mts Situated || Thumba Kere vﬂlag;tyl(achngere Post, M ¥ Taluk, A District), A East
(QGIET R “Ghatkopar Link Road, Chakala, Andheri (East), Mumbai-400 093. ml Iﬂ(i)alhe Bll';alr#t Vllglaagle Halel Bhathi Gram iarécha ath, Daualgereﬂ ogelh_vf:w w{:h To West 7.62 Meters And North To South 18.288 Meters In Afl Total Measuring 139.35 Sq
NOTICE U/S 13(2) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 ther Rights, Bui din mprovements, urtenant reto. || Meters Site With Constructed Area Of B5.84 Meters And Bounded On: East Prabhakar
° DEMAND NOTICE UNDER lec?T‘:ON 13(2) OF SARFAESI ACT, 2002 | Boundaries: East By: Site No 48/1 West By: Site No 4‘.—’32 North By: Egad South By: Road || House Vacant Site, West By: Rer North By: Srinivas Murthy, South B?Road
We, ASREC (India) Limited is a Company incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956 and | 10. | Loan Number GS09BEEL 2274734, 31 10.2024 295'0 2025 || 21. | Loan Number ESB?EEEUQ!&GSS 03.05.. 2025' 29.10.2025
erl I lal Ie I l O l l 10 I I reglstered with Reserve Bank of India as Securitization and Asset Reconstruction Company WO“’] Anil Sing| hcﬂl*iﬂf Contractor Rs. 7,59,408/- Borrower) Suka nx'a Rs. 463, 757_, (Ru
ungerlrnpwuislo:fs of Section 3 of sewmlzatign and Recmstimignhof Finatnei Iinmmad Co- Bomg%‘ladmihﬁl &"age Ku;g:hgi Hobli, Mnadya 1% nlfi“hF Lned Co-| Mme?; o ahalim:alsl vitl wotaial :Hobii| 4Fo r Lakh Si m
and having I1s registen ousand Four Hundre loddagangava a otagal o
Mand a Kamataka 571435 and R/o at Damadahalll Tlmusand Se\renHundrad
. . 2.’"”:}.3,‘:',',‘“" % rate Park. Bll“di"%Nﬂ 3;!"1 No EE" Uzlg\m& ;ZBU 202%13'3!0'-!11 i it Mandya Mandya K And Eight Only) Hamanagara Ramanagara Karmataka %62 And Fifty Seven Only) |
to Human-Wildlife B A G 8 P Mt ST o e SEon e o8 oo, A o e [ PRGN T S R G FR IS A
— . il I TO| eanng nigu O ituate t il arce! TO| ite iearing atha No. 1 0.
title and interest "’ﬂ with u lr { rity interest in favour DamaSa%ealh anlagenz Beﬁtahalhoﬁrama ancﬂa)erath gandavapum Taluk, Mandya District || Measuring East \r‘? t 10.66 Mtrs And North To South 11.58 Mtrs, Totally Measuring
Limited. Con e A.SREC (Ind a) Imited has become secured creditor by virtue |-571435, Measuring East To West 10.9728 Meters And Morth To South 77724 Meters In||123.56 Squmirs, Situated At Doddagangavadi Grama, Dodda angavadi Grama
of Section 5 of SAR IAct and entltleﬁw pursue recovery prooeedinq in |!S own narne All Total Measuring 85.28 Sq Meters Site With Constructed Area Of 85.28 Sq Meters And || Panchayathi, Ramanagar Taluk And Dist, Bounded On :East By: Road Haest By: Remainin;
° ° and recover the dues from the bor s/ Bounded On: East By: Road And Survey No Land, West By: Galll And Ananth Singh's House, || Portion” North By: House Of Huchappa South By: House CrIlengamma Together ‘Mtg
ﬁﬁ;l'léiéed t(ﬁ Is:ﬂﬁé?: dni?agdquolllcheg Authorized Officer of ASREC (India) Ltd under North By: Galli And Neelamma 'S House, South By: Galli &nd i's House. All Other Rights, Buildings, Impr ovements, And E Appurtenant Thereto.
OI l IC II l arl la a m“,msm:,, h Rmﬁﬂmﬂgngf Hmc,,,"mm Dfficer of ASREC (inds Secrity Interest | 11- [Loan Number GSO7GEEL1S43817, (Borrower) Subaiah31.08.2023] 29.10.2025 |2, TLoan Number GSO79EEL 1427408, 01.12.2023] 29.10.2025
of por under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Nanonadn {Co er) 1. Segathavalll Janarchan g, 2.30228/- (Rupees (orone " Clandeaigs 2ol Jco 1, Rs. 500083 (Rupees
rﬂglmﬂas’t Erlfmmnnt) RuTns 2002 issued Demand Notices under Section 13(2) of ch on Talukt " K Ita e r& eelamma - Aadi Chan, : NO h Nine nusand
the said Act, calling upon the concerned Borrowers / Property Holders, as the case may be 5?3?;‘2'33:,“ g';f B’h” :nah:ﬁsifnlfa :Sﬁ:gsa:{?:sga Thousand T\vm Hundred 184 Opposite Govt Hi Jh School Thara%anahalh \ﬁliage Eighry Three Only)
to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective Notice; within 60 days from the date o? K Ka 573220 ndmw g ! hl 9” Village And b "| And Twenty Eight Only) Davanagere Dist Honnali Karnataka 577217 and R/o at
respective Notice, as per details given below. For various reasons this notice could not be amata L, oa athavalli Village And Post NO 184 Opposite Govt High School Tharaganahalli Village
served on the concerned borrowrerﬁ Copies of the nlollce r?re avaﬂable\i\uth urhdersl ned; ang Channarayapatna Taluku HBSS“" assan Ki 573116 Davanagere Dist 577217 Hennali Kamataka 577217
the concerned borrowers may, if they so desire, collect the said c rom the undersigned (DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Piece -~ i
on any working day during I‘Ig?‘malo ice hours. All the account |I31El?;efe below stand N.P.A. | And Parcel Of Site And House Property Beann%E Katha Proj gerty Mo. 151600501501000560, gﬁgc&g‘goﬂﬂ ?:Jr"fms:\gggagl“SSETgig‘,g;{g?ﬁgﬁg“&z&ﬁ;ﬁ?&;ﬁ;mﬁP_';?%
E" the da}ﬁ oletsue °ffem§“"|"°"‘fe{ﬂ°“"°”ed ij%"" h " " ?2 Jgegytzig 014 53("2‘501') 5 GrFama 'gncﬁ ath ocum:qnts} ramEP a”f&”?“};gg‘?g“,‘\f&"" E-Swathu Pid No 15120050030020034 rtK-‘Ieasunng 9,144 X 12.192mis |.e 111.48 Sq Mt's
owever, the Nolice Is herel IVen 10 the concermn: OIMOWErs, Wnere necessary, 1o pay 1o & n Form NO. Pro; easurin as’ es! Brs, d At Taraganahalli Village Thimpl Gram Pan h th Honnali Taluk Davan: re
ASREC (india) Ltd; ithin 60 days from the date of publication of this Notice the amounts | North-South 10.3632 Meters Totally Site Measuring 132.67 q Meters With Constructed || Stuate genand 9 bl b b it B e 292
|nd|cate£1 hergm belgw e on e dates fogather with fulure infeest at coniractual rates il | Plinth Area Measuring 132.67 Sq eters Situated At Sa%alhavalh \.I'|Ilage Anekere Grama (D;‘ST And Bougded ElysEaslhB %“gg Eéasamma West By: House Of Basavaraj North By:
the date of payment, under the loan/ and ofher agreements and documents executed by the | Panchayath, Channarayapatna Taluk, Hassan District And Together Bounded On: East By: || Conservancy Sewage South By: oa
concermned persons. ?oa;im eétf By: Property Of Rangashetty North By: Property Of Bhaire Gowda South By: || 23. |Loan Num]bnr ssgum.znozi © 03.05.2025 | 29.10.2025
Property Borrower) Savithramma Dary Farm 0-Borrow Rs. 4,67,744/- (Rupees
Dateof | Demand |72, Loan Number ssnessa.zoasou 4, (g ) MJ Dream | 31.01.2025] 29.10.2025 _Siddesha, 2. Savithramma, R/o at :_Golaranall Four Lakh SinEfSeven
. Mens Wer, ur,
s » LDIIIIMMNN‘ NPA Notice Date Saloon 0& -Borrower) 1 resh Mud ig Rs. 653,001/ (Rupm ﬁgﬁTasw%mHaﬁnTg;durga Karnataka rS??S'ES‘ and | 1, even
N. Name and and Co Total Outstanding Dues Sukanya A Muddapur, 3. Mlappa Mudda raa'oat 1/100 Six Lakh Fi Chitrad A g? d liarahalli And Forty Four Only)
(INR) as on below date* J;?alur B!nckRI‘jn'! ﬂI\:II!CErIBGss Dhlnnma” SﬂdglKglgatadka ‘nmusand D“ Dnly) o itradurga Kan}alt_a a ?5'!3 nnt kRa’g?l;is gGo larahalli
t: 2 and R/o at : Malali Guruvinahalli Dharwad Byadai ja Karnataka
1. |Loan Number GSO79EEL2457899, 31.05.2025 | 29.10.2025
Borrower) Vaibhava Garden (Co-Borrower) 1. Chethan [ pe 11 01 053/ (Ro DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- Details/
pees || DESCRIPTION DF THE SECURED ASSET&I‘MDRTGAGED PROPERTIES:- Descrij tmn Address Of Mortgaged Site NU 50, Property No 143, E Swathu No 151002004000100147
E:ﬁ,’::ﬂe% .%5;',}' o Chtradurs. Karataka 7521 | -+ Eleven Lakh One Of Property 1. All That Part And Parcel Of Property No. 151300402200100145 e O Measuring 1493 X 6. 70 Mis e 100.03 Samis, Situated Al Bharamasagar Gollarahatti
‘o at ; Jogibhoganahatty Muddapura Chitradurgha Thousand Th"'l!f Three || No.69b Measuring 76.02 Sq Mtr Situated In Guruvinahalli Village, Kundgol Taluk And Sutr Village, Bl Gram hitradi urga Taluk Davangere District, Bounded
Chltradu a Karnalaka 577521 Only) Registrar Jur.sdcic l?zlja Lr; EI’)ha:-wad Désftgcl Olldsdrl Allap, Ia Sadals #ap&a #ddap%? \ghich Is Ey mg!fdgnles Eas‘h% ltiouse Dlgélln;néakléa W/Q Kyathappa West By: Road North By:
y : House urusiddappa S Ingal ag s ouse ukanya || House alamma ariyappa South By: Road
DESCRIPTION. OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- No 50/1,
Eswathu, Mo 151000203100300061, Measuring As East To West 13.17 Mts And North To fnugdg?gﬁ'o'ffzﬁ'psf,ﬂg“;s%%gf 2azir{)acg| 53'1"?"]12 gu‘fglvpc gsgg}ﬂ ‘ﬁgafu;ﬁl'ng’}.a§ P%‘; 24. |Loan Number GSD23EEL714070, o . |02.05. 2024 29.10.2025
South 13.41 Mts, l.e 175.67 Sq Fis, Situated At Jogiboranahatt] Vila e Muda ura Gram || Mtr With Building Measuring 44.81 Sq Mir Situated In Gum\unahalll \"llla e Kundgol Taluk ig“"“’ wer) M ] Y PR g | Rs. 4,91,054/- (Rupees
Panchayath Ehn:radurPa Taluk, Chitradurga District Boundaries: East oad West || And Sub-Registrar Jurisdiction In Dharwad District Of Smt. Sukany pé) uddapur ) ; 3, R{o“_ at : No 6| "Four Lakh Ninety D“
By: Vacant Property Of Kenchappa North By:, C., C. Road South By: F'rcperly ‘f ughanna Which Is Bounded As Under. East By : House Of Anapga s Muddapur Wesl y House Of Sriran m"'“;‘;ui'amﬁ K etan mc’;‘““}gi"i‘"a"?gg Thousand Fifty Four On
2. [Loan Number GSO9BEEL2206575, (B ) Vasas[31.08.2024] 29.10.2025 ppa B K North By : House O : Govt Road s 511807 e chiig
g‘ Vidye Md sm::““ha: ((;(:t?erl Vi, PgndavamgerasTg. R:eueﬂfﬂ-}fnémmr e Lm".;‘,’?,"ﬂ;fj‘?ﬁﬁ;?&%m 3;: 262:12:‘18[1?!(;0 2025 DESCRI;TPIDN| gf ThTHE sscunllz‘n ASSETS/MORTGAGED ‘?RDPESJIESEOUA% That
Mandya Mand a karnataka 571455 and R/ Co-Borrower) 1. Khathunabi Nu Desai, 2. Nura Ahammad Ugm Part And Parcel e Residential Property Bearing MNo.17, Pi.d. 152100701000401765,
M Th d Three H
Kanl\rekcppal gost Pandavapura Dist, Mandya y i Saba Desai, R/o at : D Construction Work H t na Situated At Kiranguru. Grama, Kiranguru Grampanchyath, Srirangapatana Taluk, Mandya
Karnataka 571455 ’ And Eloven Only) Sglr:hmnl U‘t?t:laa Ka:nada aKsaan'n\ra?nKsamat:kna 5%2328?:!1 Tmﬁg'gnﬁlgﬂm District. Measuring : EW: 9.144 Mts N-S: B.5344 Mts, Bounded On: North By: Road South J
DESCRIPTION DF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Piece Eﬂ'ﬂ at: yura Ahan;ré'l_lasdzgostel Sambrani Uttara Kannada Pmpeﬂy Beanng No.20 East By: Property Bearing No. 16 West By: Property B g No. 18,
And Parcel Of Property Bearing No:35/2, Unique Code 152100600900300049, Situated Arvar 25. ber GS079EEL2166038, 03.05. 2025' 29.10.2025
At Beby Village, Hona anahalli Grama Panchayath, Pandvapura Taluk, Mandyt'a District), DESCRIPTIDN OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Pueoe oﬂower] Lolakshi Rs. 4,21,516/- (Rupees
:ﬂﬂeasurlng gﬁagl?‘gqmetst 951;1 mlﬁg Mtd togl:\ To g;a%hsi{k‘usl Me;easan ﬂtlll doc;af And Parcel Ibof T:}e Resrdggtlslog:c?useuw:ah Open Space Of Crlam gagch at Péo ed Co-Borrower) 1. Thimmesh M G, erl_. Tmmy%ne
. . s s easurin eters Site With Constructed Area eters And Bounded On: || Vpc No.87b/1, Rdpr No.15271 1600720137 Mea Total 19 et t at : Indhira Bad Jagaluru D Chitrad
New Delhi : Union sustainable and long-term East By: L‘,gnannaveralahs House West By: Galli And Bhayamma's House North By: Galli And ﬁ\{’cSambram Uulla{; T:Iuk Haliyal, Dist : Karwar, ewilircrgl 5 E?oznded :«s“ l.Ir:t:leErr Eas1a By: Kacr'natakna 5!.-'?523 gt 5 % AnrlSi ‘onl
Minister for Heavy pOllCY response ppa's Property South By: Road Kulasumabi Desai West By: j Mujavar North By: Road South By: Lakshmi Vaidya & = z e m nly) 0
; . o 3. [ Loan Number GSO79EEL2347406, 03.05.2025 | 29.10.2025 |14 [Loan Number GS095EEL1999761, a1.053004] So10a0as | DRIt ION O e R O CACED PROPERTI o Daalls)
Industries and Steel, H. D Responding positively to Laommr) Salma Begum Dairy Farm Rs. 11.34.279/- (Ru Borrower) Shri Basaveshwar | Pan Shop And I = Address Of Mortgaded Assessment No 249/6227/5512/8, Pl No 33-519-925, Measuring
- e i Co-Borrower) 1. Malalakere Buden Sab San Ei‘ h Thivty E:es Store ) ya Kalla Rssf& 691/- (RUIINS 13.716027 X 5050690 Mts |.e. 69.3988 Sq Mts, Situated At Indhira Badavane Jagalur,
4 lal even La ddadamath udd L"‘j‘ Davangere. District, Bounded By. East : Vacant Property West : Road Morth : Vacant Property
K_umaraswamy, . held . a these concerns, Union Da\?aal!lr;gaﬂae anr?élﬁiag%?sgifa'r\l‘dakafgkem Daﬁ;laa :@g m"g:m“-{rﬁi:‘:'g‘:ﬁg Aalasid KZG ddad ! llg oaal 365 Nagaraj ‘And Nin SIon- Oﬁ{ef OfR-hg L h South : House Of R.b Venkatesh
high-level meeting with Minister Bhupender Yadav Davanagere Davanagere Kamataka 577514 :-hredelkarlw;r;hlgs:plnaeadg Qlan;wtark Cgc!|92$14u:1rl;d'<|?1mi{ ety ¥} |[26. [Loan Number GS078EEL2076007, 03.05.2025] 29.10.2025

5 i F I oad ral th Lharwar ataxa L Borrower) Sugganahalli Ranganna Basavaraju
Union Minister for assured that the matter SFSCRIPTIDNG THESECUREg‘fastﬁfnsnf?&%Eg;&%%g&%:g}ﬂ&gsgﬁa.'Isﬁ;ﬂdless Basaveswar Nagar Jp Ka!ghﬂgr Kalaghatagi Kalghatgi Co- Borm\]ner}gq Manjula, R/o at : Sugganahalli Kasaba m“z“"m(m"p;“r
Environment, Forest and would receive immediate 13. 106‘19}«%sle 95,7 Sq Mts, S At Malalkere Village, Malalk s i Dharwad Dharwar Karnataka 58 Br.}i:ll INea;{ Arali P&darsaégg anahalli Ramanara 562128| THousand Two ﬁt‘,’“d‘::d

’ Davangere, Bounded B East By Road, West By: Remaining Property O Anpllcant, Nort 5' DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETSJMORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Part angalore Karnataka And Ninety Eight Only)
Climate Change’ Bhupender and priority attention. He Remaining Property Of Applicant, South By: Remaining Prope: yOf plicant, Together With || And Parcel Of Pro eng 17-506-236 Old Vpc No. 455/66 Measuring 55. ts With :
. All Other Rights, Buildings, Improvements, And EasementsAEELnenantTheret House Measuring 20.088 Sq Mlasnualed In Ward No 5 In Kalaghatgi Town, Taluka And Sub- [ DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That
i i i istrar Jurisdiction In Dharwad District, Which Is Bounded As Under; East B Property Of || Piece And Parcel Of House Property Bearing Prop. No. 1529004023020000233, Katha
Yadav, to deliberate on  sought detailed inputs from 4 L;;;:';‘gﬁ;?ﬁ;ﬁmﬁﬂ"dm = 31.05.2025] 29102025 || £E0ISHE LG West By: House Of Mioulasab Honnall North By: House Of Rustamisab | No.236/227 Measuring East To West 12 169 Mirs And North To South 8.5344 Murs,
long-term solutions to the H.D Kumaraswamy and Co-Borrower) 1. A K Hanumamma, PR Rs. 8,87 466«’ ng:ves Hubballi South By: P yat Road Totally M 04,05 5? Mitrs, Situated At Sugganahalli \hllzge Sugganahalli Grama
. : " T : N L C K i D o i K . Eigh ht Lakh en ber F uk & District, Karnataka And Bounded By East By: Road, West
escalating human-wildlife  issued directions to officials St R homell o Tigusand Four undred | 15 [f2an Number CSOSSERLIS 1068 31:10:2023] 29.10.2025 | 5" Roat Nortn . House Of Shivakumar, South y: House Of Clkaranganaik, Together
ating : - And Sixty Six Only) | Cg?;'m;) S fifoba Parasappa Viranaykar, Re. 7.08.670/. Eg"ﬁm With Al Other Rights, Buildings, Improvements, And Easements Appurtenant Thereto.
conflict in Karnataka and regarding the formulation DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece at : Ambedkar Nagar Shirur Dharwad Dharwar ThoSyenLai Huhdred 27. | Loan Number GSO79EEL2209932, 01.01.2024] 29.10.2025
to ensure the safety and and implementation of | Prspery o201t SwathiNots %E%'goaggg&nzﬁcns%"ﬂqd'"g g, 6.4008 ~ 20,1168 96 Mts Kamataka 65115 And e orrmpaly farm Rs. 4,41,359/- (Ru
o 201, E Swathu No-151 easurin 1 ts b =
. . s . . 2% ?gsq Mits Situated At N; re Gram Panchayath, Honnali || DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- Al That The co at: Yemmlhg,’}ﬁ Chrt,aﬁ,glg’cﬁ,tfaﬁf,rga Karnataka Four '—21‘;'; &:::d
livelihood of citizens. appropriate remedial mea- Tq. Davanugere Dist Pin Code - 577917 And Bounded By £ass By: Land Of Ramesh West By: || Piece Or Parcel Of Immovable Property Residential House Property No: 323/8/1/1, € Katha 577519 and R/o at : Hampanur, i ¢ Th ree Hundr
The meeting was held at  sures. The Union Forest | Hasofakmaniapos Norh By House Of Narasamma South By, Road Tosether With Alj N 151300401 3001 qusﬁggu"!faﬁﬁr"fga e S ot & Ut 19,8 md || Chivadurga Karmataka 577519 And Fify Nine Only)
. &7 Rignis, sulldings, ImMprovements, asements ppunenan ereto. r lota [easuring g r Inciuding House, Situal m ar Nagar irur rr
. . o . . Shirur Dharwad Kam East Shi Vi ikar || DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- Details/
the office of the Union Minister further instructed L e st ") Jayapp 01;“4922"22:!:9(;0 2025 hve'%fa eapps Hanchanthappa Yaeramaiiar North By: Our Property And Moad Sauth Address Of Mortgaged Property No 293, £ Swathu, No 151000202400820150 Measurng
o . e ~ i t : 31 Guddad: Halli C N' lr’d 5. = (Huj iy Lur erGﬂ s lLe s, Situates emmehnatti vViliage, ahaa ram
Forest Minister, Bhupender  concerned officials to sub Slimmga Shimogs Kamataka 577243 and. Wlo-at - 31 tyTwo. o Tioe Number GSO9SEEL243054 62.04.2025] 29.16.2025 | Eanchayath, Chitradurga, Bounded By East By: Road West By: House Of Anandappa North
Yadav, in the Parliament mita comprehensive report Guddadammana Hall Cemp Nagasamudra simoga | ™20 ctcen Oniy (Borrower) Mallik Sﬁ',:m;fegmﬁgm\ﬁ:} of'; Motk Re. 5,69.229/- (Rupees |26 T\ oan Number GS079BELZ018881, N R
House. During the interac-  on the issue before the con- DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Plece gg?n' :ngagg:": RSO Hevat Svanar Kaitei mnsanuﬁ'o ungr%;i g""‘“‘""] Masommhabowm ol ramun, | 55, 34836 (oposs
: = = | Of The Property Including Rec Residential House Property Bearing Mangote Twenty Nine On 1 :
tion, HD. Kumaraswamy clusion of the ongoing 2?:‘ e Fanchayathi Property Nod 27 Te Ber Eormm No. 118 rfute 48) Knd FormiNo 5 Hule |LKermataka 581118 : Attigere Davanagere Davanagere Davanagere| Thousard three undred
; d ; Budeet S ; f E\Jl £ Swathu 'p;éggr:ty ae§r|ng o, 1524001 02800200457 ﬁﬂeasur.ng Fast To West . | DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece Kamnataka 577514 And Si ;_11 Nine Only)
expressed serious concern uage ession 0 Meters And North To South 192 Meters, In All Total Measuring Site Area 74.32 || And Parcel Of The ﬂemder!llal House With O en ace Of Gram Panchayat Property/Tmc DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece
th ; g g 3 Parli t d aff' d SQ Meters And Build ea 37.16 Sq Meters, Situated At Nagasamudra Villa .Mangole No.6-501-36/1, Ward No.7, O ﬂe%wol , Assessment No, Iv-Vi-77/1 Measunng And Parcel Of The | tie P Residential H B 8.00 l:!nd Ha No 547
over € Increasing 1ncl- arllament and reatirme Grama Panchayathi, B Radlavalhl Taluk, Shivamogga District. East By: Site No‘lgﬁ West By: || East- West 21.336043 Meter And SouthSCMEOUB Total 65.0321 Sq Meter, Situated || And Parce! e Immavable "’-’Wf‘% esidential House eanng a No
dents of elephant attack the G t it Site No.128. North By: Road. South By Site No.1 kLD At Town banchayat Savanur, Taluk: Savanur, Dist : Haverl, Which Is Bounded As Under: East Pr° erty No 44/7, E Swathu No 151200203000620099 ME&W”“E 03.51 Sq Mts, Situated
ents ol elephant attacks e Government's comimit- — - Govt Road, West By: Property Of Ra acﬁur Norlh B Pmlperty Of Mahamdjafar Barood ttigere Village, yath g avanagere D'ST -577514
across several districts ment to ensuring expedi 6. Loan Number (scsn%sza.zsaeu? ) 02.03.2025] 29.10.2025 || oot Sonst By Propetty O Sadhik And M ous 5/0 A B e By East By’ Land Of Th L W/Q Takori Nar
- o-Bormn Ly N
c . ’ [ . g exp Ceniring Wark (Co-Rorrower) 1, Jyolhi, 2. Ravindes, /o Re. 884753/ (Rupees |77 TLoan Number GSO098EEL2103170, (Borrower) Sachin|31.07.2024] 29.10.2025 South By Dabiais hialte . CY: Road North By: Property Of, C. G.nandhish §/0 Gurubasappa
1nqlud1ng Kodagu, tlou.s aCtIO}’l. %;":‘!“c%‘;"né’.ﬁﬂ.'i}.u’;":” 35@{@35 1;313;;25;:% ﬁ:nd:,a Thousand Seven Huncred Venkateshachen, R/o ot Uraierkscala ere Kalenahaf['i R S Rupees |59 TLoan Number GSO79EEL1493640, 31.05.2025] 29.10.2025
Chlkkamaga]uru, Hassan, Discussion on Inter- % And Fifty Three Only) Mandya District Mandﬁ(a Karnataka 571402 and R/o at : ‘I'Ilo:snnd Ninmundmd uncwnr] Lakshmibai Rs 262 934!_ (Ryj
. L . . . Uramaﬂcasa!agere Kalenahalli Mandya District Mandya | T e Ot Co-Borrower) 1. Rahul M 1{::‘
Mysuru, Chamarajanagar, Ministerial Coordination DESCRIETION OF NE“EsfiE?.Eéﬁi%03‘3?Ezﬁ%ﬂ!33&:%?350"532.’5355511%%&&?5& i L Rlo at: Kashipus Vilage Mallapura Post Channagi Dist| thou
Shi d oth Durine th ting. both Viiage, Dudda Gramapanchayath Mandve Taluk Mandve DIst- 871406 Messuring £aet To | DESCRIPTION CIF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES;- All That Piece gere Dist Shimoga Kamataka 577211 And Eig groumn y)
lvamogga, and other uring the meeting, bo West. 4.57 Meters, North To Souih 13.7] Meters, Tota i Megsuring 62.71 Square Meters And Parcel Of Property Bearing No: 169/123, Unique Code 152100408500500177, Situated | (o ESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece
regions ministers also held exten- And Constructed Building And Bounded On The East E hikkanna's House, West At Uramarakasa!a%ere Village, Kalenaha!ll Mand%ra Taluk, Mandya District)., Measuring ||\ o407 o1 "0f The Immovable Properly Residential House Bearing Prol ert No.306,
g . Yashod v Site, North By: Road, 30 h By: Ch. H Togeth wn‘f-. East To West 6 Meters And 2796 Meters In All Total Measuring P 9 i
. . . . AﬂSO% an[;tmg! acant Site, North By Roa uth By. annaiamrftnas q{feaogel er §5.18 Sq Meters Site With Co rlslrucIed mea £'55.18 Sq Meters And Bounded On: East By: || E-Swathu Pid No 151200100400220192, Measuring 12.192 X 9.144 Mis le g Sq Mts
He pointed out that per-  sive discussions on matters 7 ‘L:;nllanr:berBSBQSEELMg?wai — ;n:;‘zu;arl PRI L Temple, West By Gal: Norh B: Shingachar South y: Road ?‘:‘%S%%“A'i.’f'é'ﬁﬁéiéﬁ'“sgia"s?%‘i."é,‘;’;?n";"p’ii’éﬁli’;?ﬁ"REES’&E%I“&?J:S: ) Giam
sistent w11d11f_e incursions pertalr}lr}g t'o their respec- Borrower) .;.:.}‘ appa ..“:?ﬁf.t; Km a Ra, 1460647 (upes 18. ;g:n Bgnmb:'r_lt;;.slﬁ'%%gtszm\‘!me(rsn o) Ru 3: :9;1::}3 :.J, 12025 yath Road North By: Property Of 8 K South By: Property Of Dorgibar
have resulted in the loss of  tive ministries. The deliber- o a1"°:"aau.37er e e P ad Dharwad . Hm".'dlg;h;gw o) Exlen;?g:m;dgg  at 2 1 St Devision '25"&‘3?33:1?2 Seven Lakh Sixtaen || 0 [kgan® "‘;'n";]bg{ GSO79EEL1780257, i 2025 29.10.2025
human lives, particularly ations focused on strength- L 7555 ¢ firedurg Thausand Five Hundred (G )1. Karak Shanmukhappa Re. 240,815/ (Rup
’ - X N g DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All That Part And Two Only) Khandi halli, R/o at : Lan?adaha“i Ranebennur Thousand Elg!'rtrg X
among farmers cultivating ening inter-departmental And Parcel Of Property No.151300201400200978 le Vpe No.564 Measuring 111.48 Sq Mtr [DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece Haveri Dharwar Karnataka 581119 And Fiftean Onl
. L . With House Measuring 55.74 Sq Mtr Situated In Chabbi Village, Hubballi Taluk And Sub- || And Parcel Of Property No 193/183, E-Swathy No 151000203400400146, Measuring 4.75 —’9—
land along forest fringes coordination, accelerating Registrar Jurisdiction Of In Dharwad District. Boundaries: East By: Road West By: Plot No.71 || X 5.25 Mts Le 24 q Mts Situated Village Gral DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- All The Piece
. A R North By: Plot No.69 South By: Plot No.67 Chitradurga Taluk Chltradurga D|s1rlct Bcunded Wy East By Property Of Munhalah '5/0 || And Parcel Of The Inmavable Property Residential House Bearing Property No 237, E Swathu
and those engaged in live- Kkey development initiatives b m Shadaksharaiah, West By Property Of Lalithamma W/0 Ravikumar, North By Road, South By | No 151700501000320002 Measuring 11.58 X 10.36 Mis le 119.96 Sq Mts, Situated At
, 8. |Loan Number GSD9BEEL2464942, Bnmwu) Shri[31.05.2025 | 29.10.2025 Y g
. i3 : s : : \.'Igneahwara Fast Food (c:o—Burmwer Girija H R, Property Of Mayavva D/0 Hanumanthappa i Village, Lingadahalli Gram P , B By East: Property
stock rearing. Several indi- and enhancing institutional 2 N, Rfo at : pandm;,u,a Taluk Bellaié| K%, 8.04786/- (Rupees 50T} oy Number GS079EEL1480648 31.08.2023] 29.10.2025 8; Ningappa Bhéramappa Kend hall iﬁe t; Goverment Road North : Property
. . . halli M. e v ar Il i u: i a udikeri
viduals have also sustained ~ cooperation. They also Manikenelall Mandya Oiskict Fandevapus, Kamateka Seven Handred And £“°"°“h2yi“'?n?2’:!‘““‘ﬁ;,..‘g‘i‘*\ﬁﬁ$ o .nlas:;'.?f."n‘ém Re. 650430 Pupess - o meSET
severe iniuries. leading to reviewed the erowth trajec- A | Mandya Pandavapura Karnataka 571434 Eighty Six Only) radurga Karmataka 577556 111%“ bﬂ':i"FEill ve 4 | If the concerned Borrawers / Property Holders, as the cage mwa be, and his / their heirs,
J ’ g gr J DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSETS/MORTGAGED PROPERTIES:- Part And Parcel : Nerlige Village Chinnasamudra Davanagere Dist e Thirty Gt if necessary, shall fail fo make payment to ASREC (India) Ltd. as aforesaid, then the
ermanent disabilities.  tory of the steel sector and Of Manikyanahall Grama Panchayath Namune - 111, E Swothu:No A earbhostass || Chiredurga 77556 And Thirty Only) | ASKES (ncls) L1, hall procoec againl the above secure sssets under Section 1364
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EDITORIAL

Trump And Tariffs: With The
US Deal, Has India Bucked
Thucydides' Famous Adage?

To paraphrase a famous adage, 'cometh the hour, cometh the
man', now it is 'cometh the man, cometh the mayhem.' It has been
a year since the Trump 2024 Presidential inauguration, and, to
put it bluntly, it has been blackmail time ever since.
International order, as understood since World War II, has been
threatened. 'Reciprocal tariff', or just tariff, is the polished word
for coercion. The import tax on a Harley-Davidson has become
the leitmotif of acknowledging India's friendship. And, if you are
a Ukrainian, seeing your country getting 'sacrificed' by a nation
that had supported you all along, must be heartbreaking - just
because of a carrot called the Nobel Peace Prize!

"Give me Greenland, or else I'll remember?" - such language was
last heard, besides at Davos, in a street corner exchange. But the
Washington resident means business, as Venezuela (and the
world) found out. "I am the new president of Venezuela", he has
actually proclaimed, even as he plans to covet their oil. Is
'Ayatollah of Iran' and 'King of Greenland' next, as Trump craves
petulantly Iranian oil and that Danish island? This should ring
many bells vis-a-vis India's experience regarding the true face of
erstwhile benefactors (no exceptions) that jettison you for their
own interests. Remember the attempted arm-twisting of India by
the Brits and the Americans after the 1965 India-Pakistan war to
give in and reach a settlement with Islamabad on Jammu and
Kashmir? And the sanctions after Pokhran II? Well, things
haven't changed these past decades, and on one thing at least, the
mayhem-in-chief is correct: "It's geopolitics, baby, geopolitics!"
Interesting times these are, were it not for the fact that every
statement made far across the oceans is driving debates, sending
social media into overdrive, and affecting the political narrative
in our country. "Don't buy Russian oil, don't trade with Iran and
Russia, but buy my oil, weapons, bourbon, alfalfa hay, duck
meat..." have been the missives from Washington to New Delhi.
The almost daily verbiage, even to the best of friends, has made
presidents and prime ministers make a pilgrimage to
Washington, barring the odd one. Countries, however, are now
seeing the real mien of the occupant of the Resolute Desk in the
White House - as witnessed by the European nations coming
together on l'affaire Greenland.

And in these times, ideal for the screenplay of that old classic
flick It's a Mad, Mad, Mad World, let us raise a toast (of American
bourbon?) to Thucydides, who lived 2,500 years ago in faraway
Greece and wrote a classic treatise on the Peloponnesian Wars.
Dear Thucydides, how did you know back then that there would
arrive a guy named Trump when you wrote, "The strong do what
they can and the weak suffer what they must." Time to prove
Thucydides wrong. Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada has
taken the first step at Davos, with a powerful oration that would
go down as a classic for its firm independent stand. We have
signed a trade deal with Washington, the full contours of which
would reveal whether Delhi has bucked Thucydides' edict.
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Threat Calls, Laundering, Dance Shows For
Dawood: How Mafia Once Ran Bollywood

The firing at film producer Rohit
Shetty's residence has once again
brought back memories of the multi-
faceted relationship between
Bollywood and the underworld. For
decades, the Hindi movie industry
had a multidimensional relationship
with the underworld, ranging from
predator-prey, performer-patron as
well as business partners to roman-
tic partners. The relationship was
symbiotic as well as parasitic.

Predator-Prey Relationship

The Lawrence Bishnoi gang claimed
responsibility for the firing incident
at Rohit Shetty's residence last
Sunday. The motive behind the inci-
dent is not clear. The same gang, in a
similar manner, had fired on film
star Salman Khan's residence at
Bandra in 2024. Salman is on
Bishnoi's radar as he is accused of
hunting a black buck in 1998, an ani-
mal the Bishnoi community consid-
ers holy. In an interview with a news
channel a few months back, Bishnoi,
still in jail, warned Salman that he
should apologise or he'd be killed.
Although the gangster is invoking
religion, observers believe that
Bishnoi's real motive is to generate
fear by targeting another celebrity.
His gang came into the limelight
after killing Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala four years back.

Blasts From The Past

The Mumbai underworld of the 1980s
and 1990s had resorted to similar tac-
tics to generate fear and command
authority. In the '90s, gangsters such
as Dawood Ibrahim, Chhota Rajan,
Abu Salem and Arun Gawli preyed
upon filmmakers. They made threat
calls from their safe havens abroad
and extorted exorbitant amounts
from them. Those who refused to pay
were shot dead. The Killing of cas-
sette industry tycoon Gulshan
Kumar in August 1997, the murder of
producer Mukesh Duggal in June
1997, the firing on film director
Rakesh Roshan in 2000, the murder
of actress Manisha Koirala's secre-
tary Ajit Dewani in 2001, and the
attack on filmmaker Lawrence
D'Souza in 2002 are a few examples.
The trick was to kill one and scare
everyone. If a big film personality
was shot or killed, the rest would be
forced to yield to the mafia's
demands out of fear. If somebody
paid off one gang and the informa-
tion reached the others, they would
also try to extort the filmmaker.
Naturally, the anti-extortion cell of
Mumbai Police was a busy depart-
ment those days.

It's Complicated

Yet, Bollywood and the underworld
had a curious relationship as well.
Today, most mainstream films are

funded by big studios, but that wasn't
the case till a few decades ago. There
was a shortage of investors who
could invest clean money in films.
This gap was exploited by under-
world gangs, who made it a means to
convert their black money into
white. Whatever money these gangs
earned from all their illegal business-
es, they invested in films. In return,
they would ask for their share of the
income and international rights of
the film. The 2001 case against the
film Chori-Chori Chupke Chupke
brought to light that modus operan-
di.

The mafia had such an influence
over the film industry that they
would often decide even star-casts
and screenplays. A taped conversa-
tion between Chhota Shakeel and
Sanjay Dutt, which was leaked in
2002, reveals how the former had a
deep knowledge of filmmaking and
had invested heavily in the industry.

Singing And Dancing

There was another kind of relation-
ship driven by the underworld, the
artist, and the fans. In the ‘90s, under-
world gangs often organised live
shows that had Bollywood stars put-
ting up performances in exchange
for lucrative sums. Pictures and
videos of Bollywood celebrities danc-
ing and singing at Dawood Ibrahim's
gang shows in Dubai and Sharjah are

common knowledge today. The D-
Company invited film personalities
to perform at their family events, and
Dawood Ibrahim paid the perform-
ers handsomely. In fact, many
Bollywood personalities went to
Dubai willingly to strike a close rela-
tionship with the ‘Don' and remain
in his good offices; yet others went
there grudgingly to avoid hostility.
In any case, few had the privilege to
turn down such invitations.

There's Romance, Too

According to some retired police offi-
cers who investigated organised
crime cases in those days, romantic
relationships between Bollywood
stars and gangsters were not uncom-
mon. Dawood Ibrahim's relationship
with actress Mandakini, the Abu
Salem-Monica Bedi romance, Anish
Ibrahim's affairs with Pakistani
actress-model Anita Ayoob and
another Mumbai-based actress
became quite famous. Usually, such
relationships were voluntary. But
often, cops say, if an actress refused
the advances of a gangster, he would
have her Kkilled. For instance, Anish
Ibrahim had ordered for Madhuri
Dixit to be Kkilled when she refused to
visit Dubai on his demand. A timely
intelligence received by the Mumbai
Police saved her. She relocated
abroad for a few years after the
threat to her life.

Chinese Al Videos Used To Look
Fake. Now They Look Like Money

Who Lit The Fire In Balochistan?

Pak's Explanation Avoids The Obvious

Even six months ago, artificial intelli-
gence-generated videos still betrayed
themselves, with extra fingers, jerky
limbs and uncanny facial expressions.
While some of that persists, for the most
part, we've entered an era where seeing
is no longer believing. It isn't just the
quality that has changed. In China, Al
video is doing something else that once
looked unlikely: making money. While
attention remains fixed on the race to
build massive foundation models like
DeepSeek's, the real contest is shifting to
Al products that people will pay for and
the search for a killer Al app. Early evi-
dence from Kuaishou Technology sug-
gests the winner may not be a chatbot at
all, but a video tool. Long the underdog
to ByteDance's Douyin, Kuaishou has
spent the past year recasting itself as an
Al video contender with global ambi-
tions. Its Kling AI platform currently
has the top spot on the video "quality"
ranking from Artificial Analysis. And
most significantly, it's gaining traction
not just at home but in the more lucra-
tive overseas markets. A December
update dubbed "motion control," which
more accurately transfers movement
from a reference video into a generated
clip, went viral, for better or worse, as
people digested the obvious misuse
cases. Since then, monthly active users
for Kling rose 110% from 3 million in
December to 7.7 million in January,
according to market intelligence firm
Sensor Tower. Separate figures cited by
domestic business outlet LatePost indi-
cate that paying users surged 350%
month-over-month in January.
Investors have noticed, sending shares
up more than 75% in the past year. The
company said Kling's annualized rev-
enue run rate, or monthly operating rev-
enue times 12, hit $240 million in
December. That's striking in an arena
still dominated by free products - and a
timely reminder that monetization is
starting to surface in the product layer,
not the foundation model itself. Users
are hungry for Al applications that go
beyond just chatting. And the revenue
wasn't all domestic: 29% last year came
from China, while 26% was from the US,

according to Sensor Tower. Still, none of
this guarantees staying power. Novelty
is cheap in AI and competition relent-
less. Nearly every major domestic play-
er - as well as Silicon Valley titans - now
ship some form of video generator, and
Vidu, from Beijing-based Shengshu
Technologies currently outranks Kling
on Artificial Analysis' text-to-video
leaderboard. Viral moments don't guar-
antee durable growth, and the internet
has a remarkably short attention span.
OpenAl's much-hyped Sora app, an Al-
generated TikTok clone, seemed to
recede from the mainstream as fast as it
arrived. I found Kling's appeal obvious
because the output is dangerously "good
enough." In minutes, I created a realistic
five-second clip of Japan's Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi dancing - the
kind of low-effort, high believability con-
tent that makes regulators sweat. I also
turned images of real people I know into
videos with unsettling ease. And with a
two-line prompt, I generated a Studio
Ghibli-like animated scene for less time
than it took to reboot my laptop. One
strategic lesson from Kling's breakout
success is focus. Kuaishou didn't charge
headfirst into the war of a hundred foun-
dation models. It leaned on the troves of
visual data from its shortform app to
build a specific product, and then target-
ed user bases with budgets. Professional
and enterprise clients account for 70% of

total revenue, the company told the
South China Morning Post. At a time
when paying Al users can be fickle, and
Chinese consumers even more so, that
mix is the closest thing the sector has to
a moat. Even with money coming in,
costs remain high. In January, the com-
pany sold bonds to bolster its Al fund-
ing, tapping offshore markets for the
first time. It's a reminder that inference,
or deploying Al products, isn't cheap.
Which is precisely why the smartest Al
video players are courting corporate
clients, not just content creators. Coca-
Cola Co. has now run Al-generated holi-
day ads two years in arow. The backlash
was loud in certain corners of the inter-
net, but consumers ultimately didn't
seem to mind. For advertisers, Al tools
like this promise faster production,
lower costs and infinite iteration. The
fear that AI will hollow out creative
work is not misplaced. But if there's
going to be a public uprising, it probably
won't start with the art of selling sugary
beverages. But it may emerge from
artists creating the characters people
actually love. When I scrolled through
the app, I found a carousel of familiar
intellectual property, from Barbie to
Pikachu, remixed into new creations
and widely shared. As Chinese-origin
apps scale abroad, outsize scrutiny is
guaranteed. Add video, with its built-in
potential for deepfakes.

Balochistan is once again up
in flames as the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA)
fights its way into 14 cities
across the state, and seems
to be holding territory in at
least two. The scenes being
played out on social media
are intense, particularly
posts of smiling young girls
getting ready for a fidayeen
attack. So ferocious are the
attacks that, for once, they
have caught the attention of
the international media,
who clearly understand lit-
tle of their history, again
linking the whole episode to
an India vs Pakistan issue,
which is really an insult to
those literally fighting to
their last breath. Operation
Herof, or Black Storm' To
the facts. This is Operation
Herof-2. Its first iteration, in
August 2024, was the fourth
and largest military opera-
tion, according to Baloch
media sources, citing three
other major ones from 2019
onwards. That first one held
territory for some 20 hours
in an arc from Makran to
Koh-e-Suleiman, and specif-
ic spots like army camps for
at least 48 hours. Herof-2
seems to be at least twice in
scope. The present opera-
tions have targeted some 14
cities and 48 locations, in an
arc from Quetta to Pasni.
Again, they took control of
key highways, and unlike
the earlier operation, seem
to be holding on to Noshki,
where the Deputy
Commissioner was seized
along with his family, but
released later. Also signifi-
cant are the attacks in Pasni
and Kalat. So far, authori-
ties have confirmed the
death of at least 17 personnel
of the police, frontier corps
and security forces, with the

Baloch claiming that more
than 200 have been Killed.
On the other side of the coin,
Pakistani security forces
claim that 177 Baloch have
been killed in 48 hours.
Unfortunately, for Pakistan,
that doesn't mean opera-
tional efficiency. It means
indiscriminate killing in
counter-terrorism (CT) ops.
Soldiers are supposed to
chase and pick out mili-
tants, without hurting civil-
ians. That's tough and usual-
ly means more SF casual-
ties. Clearly, the Pakistanis
are not interested in count-
er-terrorism, just brutal
force. Bugti's Fury But that's
what created the problem in
the first place. The sad lack
of understanding is appar-
ent in Chief Minister Akbar
Bugti's statement that the
crisis was not a "political
issue" and could be solved
only by military means. He
should go buy a history
book. The Baloch, cheated
out of their own state in
1947, after tasting a brief 227-
day independence, have
been fighting ever since.
Bugti's claim that "appease-

ment" and approach didn't

work is deliberate double-
dealing. The then Imran
Khan government did offer
talks with Baloch leaders
and offered a PKR 600 bil-
lion package for the uplift-
ment of the region.
However, before all this
could take effect, he was
whisked away by the mili-
tary for his 'independent
policies. Bugti's statement
that the Baloch should use
the political route for their
grievances is equally ridicu-
lous. His election was bla-
tantly rigged. He was elect-
ed unopposed since he was
the only candidate. It's hard-
ly likely that any self-
respecting Baloch, militant
or not, will trust him as a
mediator. The Baloch
Leaders On the other side of
the fence is the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA),
which has grown into a for-
midable force. Their leader,
Bashir Zaib, was, like most
BLA cadres, part of the
Baloch Students
Organisation-Azad, and
chairman from 2008 to 2012.
Coming from a middle-class

background, he has a diplo-
ma in civil engineering,
though he abandoned that to
study Baloch literature. This
is no bearded bandit. He is
talked of as a calm, well-spo-
ken and immensely coura-
geous person. All in all, a far
more trustworthy leader
than the Chief Minister. Zaib
took over after the legendary
Aslam Baloch was Killed in
Kandahar, reportedly at the
insistence of the Chinese.
Notably, neither Herof-1 nor
2 have targeted China,
though the installations are
fair game. Rumours indicat-
ed that Chinese manage-
ment in Gwadar reached out
to local Baloch people to
assuage some of their griev-
ances. But even this would
ultimately need state action.
The problem is that there is
no state in Balochistan - only
a brutal set of actors that
includes the XII Corps in
Quetta and its five divisions
spread across the state, the
Frontier Corps and its 10-
plus units, not to mention
other bodies such as the
Balochistan Levies and
police units.
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Stock market advances in early
deals on fresh foreign fund inflows

Mumbai: Benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
were trading higher in early
trade on Wednesday,
February 4, building on pre-
vious day’s sharp rally, amid
fresh foreign fund inflows
and positive sentiment fol-
lowing the India-US trade
deal. A sharp decline in IT
stocks, however, restricted
the rally in the markets. The
30-share BSE Sensex
advanced 68.49 points to
83,816.96 in early trade. The
50-share NSE Nifty went up
by 51.90 points to 25,779.45.
From the Sensex firms,

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Power Grid, Reliance
Industries, NTPC, ICICI

Bank and ITC were among
the biggest gainers. Infosys,
Tata Consultancy Services,
HCL Tech and Tech
Mahindra were the biggest
laggards, declining as much
as 5 per cent. The BSE IT
index tumbled 4.95 per cent
to 35,311.34 in early trade.
Foreign institutional
investors turned buyers on
Tuesday as they bought equi-
ties worth Rs 5,236.28 crore,
according to exchange data.
Domestic Institutional
Investors (DIIs) bought
stocks worth Rs 1,014.24
crore. India and the US have
agreed on a framework for a
trade deal under which

Washington will bring down
tariffs on Indian goods to 18
per cent from the current 50
per cent. The announcement
is important because the US
has imposed a steep tariff on

Indian goods entering
American markets, effective
August 27, 2025. In Asian
markets, South Korea’s
Kospi traded higher, while
Japan’s Nikkei 225 index,
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng index quoted lower. US
markets ended lower on
Tuesday. “The rally fuelled
by the US-India trade deal
will face hurdles to sustain.
The IT selloff in the US yes-
terday will drag the Indian
IT index, too, constraining
the rally in the Indian mar-
ket,” VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit

Investments Limited, said.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, climbed 0.68 per
cent to USD 67.77 per barrel.
On Tuesday, the Sensex
ended at 83,739.13, up 2,072.67
points or 2.54 per cent. The
Nifty zoomed 639.15 points or
2.55 per cent to settle at
25,727.55. The BSE IT index
tumbled 5.49 per cent to set-
tle at 35,109.51. "While Oil &
Gas, consumer durables,
metal and automobile stocks
recorded strong gains, IT
stocks faced sharp selling
pressure, tracking weakness
in global technology shares.
"Sentiment in the sector
deteriorated after Al startup
Anthropic unveiled an end-
to-end workflow automation
productivity tool, rekindling
concerns that rapid
advances in Al could disrupt

traditional software busi-
ness models and weigh on
industry-wide profitability,"
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, an online trading
and wealth tech firm, said.
Foreign institutional
investors turned buyers on
Tuesday as they bought equi-
ties worth Rs 5,236.28 crore,
according to exchange data.
Domestic Institutional
Investors (DIIs) bought
stocks worth Rs 1,014.24
crore. On Tuesday, the
Sensex ended at 83,739.13, up
2,072.67 points or 2.54 per
cent. The Nifty zoomed
639.15 points or 2.55 per cent
to settle at 25,727.55. India
and the US have agreed on a
framework for a trade deal
under which Washington
will bring down tariffs on
Indian goods to 18 per cent

from the current 50 per cent.
The announcement is impor-
tant because the US has
imposed a steep tariff on
Indian goods entering
American markets, effective
August 27, 2025. In Asian
markets, South Korea's
Kospi, Shanghai's SSE
Composite index higher and
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
index ended higher. Japan's
Nikkei 225 index ended
lower. European markets
were trading on a mixed
note. US markets ended
lower on Tuesday. The
Nasdag Composite index
tanked 1.43 per cent, S&P 500
declined by 0.84 per cent and
Dow  Jones Industrial
Average dipped 0.34 per cent.
"Domestic equities wit-
nessed a volatile session,
swinging between gains and
losses as rising US-Iran ten-
sions Kkept investors on
edge," Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.
Overall upside remained
limited due to weakness in
IT stocks amid concerns
over reduced demand for tra-
ditional outsourcing follow-
ing Anthropic's introduction
of new Al-driven automation
tools, he added. Brent crude,
the global oil benchmark,
advanced 0.36 per cent to
USD 67.57 per barrel.
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BHEL BAGS OVER RS 1,000
CR PROJECT FROM
HINDALCO INDUSTRIES

BHARAT HEAVY. ELECTRICALS LTD
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New Delhi: State-owned
BHEL on Wednesday said
it has secured an order in
the range of Rs 1,200-1,500

crore from Hindalco
Industries. BHEL said a
letter of intent (LOI) in
this regard has been
received from Aditya
Aluminium, Hindalco
Industries. The scope of
work includes design,
engineering,  manufac-
ture, supply up to site,
unloading & storage, erec-
tion, commissioning and

performance guarantee
test for 2 x 150 megawatt
BTG (boiler, turbine, and
generator) package
excluding civil work. The
project is to be executed at
Lapanga, Sambalpur in
Odisha in a span of about 3
years, BHEL said in a reg-
ulatory filing. Under
Ministry of Heavy
Industries, BHEL is one of
India‘s largest engineer-
ing and manufacturing
enterprises in the energy
and infrastructure sec-

tors, and a leading power
equipment manufacturer
globally. The company
provides a comprehensive
portfolio of products, sys-
tems and services to play-
ers in power, transmis-
sion, transportation,
renewables, water,
defence & aerospace, oil &
gas, among others. BHEL
said a letter of intent (LOI)
in this regard has been
received from Aditya
Aluminium, Hindalco
Industries.

Paytm Delivers Third Straight Profitable
Quarter as PAT Rises to 225 Crore; Revenue
Increases to 2,194 Crore in Q3 FY 2026

Sustained profitability and
growth driven by industry-
leading monetisation
across payments and finan-
cial services Continued
leveraging AI capabilities
led to expanded merchant
payment leadership and
higher consumer UPI mar-
ket share Recorded more
than double the UPI indus-
try growth rate, with con-
sumer UPI GMV up 35%
over the last nine months
Received all three key pay-
ment licenses for online,
offline and cross-border
payments for PPSL from
RBI; resumed onboarding
of online merchants Paytm
(One 97 Communications
Limited), India’s full stack
merchant payments leader
serving MSMEs and enter-
prises, and a leading finan-
cial services distribution
company, and the pioneer
of mobile payments, QR
codes, and Soundbox, today
announced its financial
results for the quarter end-
ing December 2025 (Q3
FY26) reporting its third
consecutive profitable

quarter, driven by strong
monetisation, higher pay-
ments GMV, merchant sub-
scriptions, and distribution
of financial services rev-
enue.

In the December quarter,
Paytm reported a profit
after tax (PAT) of 225 crore,
an improvement of 433
crore year-on-year. EBIT-
DA for the quarter
improved to 156 crore with
an EBITDA margin of 7%,
reflecting an improvement
of 379 crore YoY driven by
revenue growth and contin-
ued operating leverage.
Contribution profit stood at
1,249 crore, up 30% YoY
with a contribution margin
of 57%, an improvement of 5
percentage points YoY.
Paytm UPI continued to
gain market share for the
third consecutive quarter.
Paytm’s consumer UPI
GMV grew 35% in the last
nine months versus indus-
try GMV growth of 16%. In
Q3 FY26, operating revenue
grew 20% YoY to 2,194
crore, led by higher pay-
ments GMV, increase in

merchant  subscriptions
and growth in distribution
of financial services. On a
like-for-like basis, revenue
growth was approximately
25%. Paytm said that there
was an insignificant impact
on revenue from industry
stoppage of rent payments
through credit card (PA PG
guidelines, Sep 2025) and
Real Money Gaming (RMG)
Act, Aug 2025, as the compa-
ny has taken proactive com-
pliance measures over the
past few years. Payments
services revenue (including
other operating revenue)
grew 21% YoY to 1,284
crore. Net payment revenue
increased by 25% YoY to 613
crore, due to improved pay-
ment processing margin
and increase in merchant
subscriptions which grew
by 27 lakh YoY to reach 1.44
crore. Payments GMV grew
24% YoY to 6.2 lakh crore.
In Q3 FY 2026, distribution
of financial services rev-
enue grew 34% YoY to 672
Cr, driven by continued
growth in distribution of
merchant loans and wealth

products. This is despite
lower volumes under the
Default Loss Guarantee
(DLG) program, which
leads to lower revenue and
lower other direct costs.
Indirect expenses declined
8% YoY to 1,092 crore, driv-
en by lower employee costs
(including ESOP costs) and
lower  Provisions for
Doubtful Debt (PDD). Cash
balance stood at 12,882 crore
as of the quarter ending
December 2025, providing
continued capital flexibility
to expand business. During
the quarter, the offline mer-
chant business was trans-
ferred to Payments Services
Limited, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the company,
in line with regulatory
guidelines. Payments
Services Limited received
final approval from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to operate as an Online
Payment Aggregator.
Further, the RBI authorised
PPSL to operate as a
Payment Aggregator for
offline and cross-border
payments.

Silver soars to hit near Rs 3L per
kg, gold jumps to Rs 1. 65L per 10g

New Delhi: Precious
metals extended their
sharp rally for the sec-
ond straight day in the
national capital on
Wednesday, February 4,
with silver prices surg-
ing to Rs 2.98 lakh per kg
and gold climbing to Rs
1.65 lakh per 10 grams.
Firm global trends, a
weak US dollar, which
revived investor interest
in precious metals after
last week’s steep sell-off,
contributed to the surge,
traders said. According
to the All India Sarafa
Association, silver
soared by Rs 14,300, or
5.03 per cent, to Rs
2,98,300 per Kkilogram
(inclusive of all taxes).
The white metal closed
at Rs 2,84,000 per kg in

the previous session.
Gold 0f 99.9 per cent puri-
ty also advanced

sharply, gaining Rs 7,400,
or 4.69 per cent, to Rs
1,65,100 per 10 grams
(inclusive of all taxes),
compared with
Tuesday’s close of Rs
1,57,700 per 10 grams.
“Gold and silver extend-

ed their rebound on
Wednesday, with gold
prices rising over 3 per
cent and touching
around Rs 1.6 lakh per
10 g, while silver jumped
as much as 6 per cent
intra-day after a period
of sharp volatility and
correction,” Gaurav
Garg, Research Analyst
at Lemonn Markets
Desk, said. In the inter-
national market, spot sil-

ver gained USD 4.28, or
5.03 per cent, to USD
89.35 per ounce, while
gold rose by USD 100.03,
or 2.02 per cent, to USD
5,047.07 per ounce. Gold
and silver advanced on
Wednesday, driven by
renewed safe-haven buy-
ing amid escalating
geopolitical tensions
between the US and Iran,
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst — Commodities

at HDFC Securities, said.
“This confrontation
undermines the opti-
mism over the US-Iran
nuclear talks later this
week and has raised con-
cerns about the potential
for further conflict
between Washington and
Tehran, which could
increase the risk premi-
um on gold and heighten
demand for safe-haven
assets,” Gandhi said.

NMDC Achieves Record-Breaking physical
and ﬁnanclal Volumes (9 months)

i

Hyderabad, 03rd February
2026: NMDC, India’s largest
iron ore producer, delivered
a stellar performance, regis-
tering robust growth across
volumes and financials in 9
months of FY26. The
Responsible Miner reported
its best-ever January pro-
duction and sales, reinforc-
ing its operational momen-
tum. The company pro-
duced 5.56 MT of iron ore
and sold 4.79 MT, reflecting
a strong year-on-year
growth of 9% in production
and 7% in sales over the cor-
responding period last year.
The company’s cumulative
performance up to January
2026 further highlights this
upward trajectory.
Production surged to 42.65
MT, marking an impressive
19% growth, while sales
increased to 39.73 MT, up
9.7% year-on-year. On the
financial front, NMDC
delivered robust FY26 9-
month performance since
inception. Revenue surged
by 22% to ?20,381 crore,
while PBT climbed 5% to
27,280 crore. PAT rose 4% to
75,401 crore, and EBITDA
expanded to ?7,666 crore,

registering a 5% growth.
NMDC has also declared an
interim dividend of Rs 2.50
per equity share for their
shareholders.

This performance was driv-
en by record volumes and
sustained operational excel-
lence, firmly positioning
NMDC among India’s most
resilient mining compa-
nies. With back-to-back
record volumes and strong
financials, NMDC remains
firmly on track to achieve
its annual targets and is
well-positioned to set new
benchmarks for the mining
industry. Achieving the
best-ever figures since
inception places NMDC

strongly on course to meet
its annual targets. January
also marks a significant
milestone with the inaugu-
ration of company’s first
coal mine -Tokisud North
Coal Mine in Jharkhand, a
new feather to
NMDC&#39;s cap. This per-
formance reflects NMDC’s
strategic focus, operational
resilience, and long-term
vision. As the company con-
tinues to diversify its port-
folio and strengthen its
capabilities, it remains
firmly committed to respon-
sible mining and sustain-
able growth, reinforcing its
leadership position in
India’s mining sector.

Hindalco, KADA Partner to Strengthen Youth

Employability Wlth Multl-Skllls Tralnlng Centre

Andhra Pradesh, February
2026: Hindalco Industries
Ltd, in collaboration with
the Kuppam Area
Development Authority
(KADA), announced the
launch of a state-of-the-art
Multi-Skills Training
Centre at its Kuppam plant
in Andhra Pradesh, rein-
forcing its commitment to
youth empowerment, inclu-
sive growth, and workforce
development. The Kuppam
Multi-Skills Training
Centre aims to train and
upskill over 500 youth annu-
ally through placement-
linked, industry-aligned pro-
grammes, benchmarked to
national and global stan-
dards. The initiative repre-
sents a scalable public—pri-
vate partnership designed to
accelerate regional transfor-
mation and advance the
objectives of the Swarna
Kuppam  Vision  2029.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Mr. Samik Basu, Chief
Human Resources Officer,
Hindalco Industries
Limited, added, “At
Hindalco, we see skilling as

apowerful catalyst for social
and economic transforma-
tion. This Centre brings
together global innovation
and local relevance leverag-
ing immersive, Al-enabled

learning in partnership
with Eon Reality, USA to
make world-class vocational
training accessible to youth
in their own language. By
integrating advanced tech-
nology with industry-linked,
placement-focused pro-

grammes, we are creating
sustainable pathways to
employment and preparing
a future-ready workforce for
the region.” Spread across
22,500 sqg. ft., the purpose-
built facility includes smart
classrooms, domain-specific
practical labs, digital learn-
ing labs, and career guid-
ance infrastructure,
designed to deliver industry-
relevant, outcome-driven
skilling. Over the next three

years, the Centre is expected
to train over 875 youth and
facilitate up to 600 job place-
ments, while indirectly ben-
efiting more than 5,000 fami-
ly members and engaging
20,000 community members
through awareness and
skilling initiatives. A key
differentiator of the Centre
is its Al-enabled digital
learning platform, accessi-
ble even on basic smart-
phones and offering lifetime

at Kuppam

access for learners to
upgrade skills and solve
real-world challenges.
Courses are delivered in
local languages including
Telugu, Gujarati, and Odia,
ensuring inclusivity and
ease of learning.

This model will be replicat-
ed across Hindalco-support-
ed centres in Gujarat and
Odisha. The initiative is
strengthened through part-
nerships with leading
industry players such as
Philips Learning, Max
Healthcare, SkillSonics,
Indian Institute of Welding,
Fronius, Seabery, and
NASSCOM, with NASS-
COM certification for select
programmes in Al, data
analytics, and cybersecuri-
ty. The Kuppam Centre is
part of Hindalco’s Youth
Employability
Enhancement Initiative,
which has enabled sustain-
able livelihoods for over
12,000 youth across India,

with centres such as
Sambalpur, Dahej, and
Rayagada emerging as

strong models of impact.
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Israeli strlkes kill 20 in Gaza

At least 20 Palestinians,
including several children
and a paramedic, have been
killed in Israeli strikes in
the north and south of Gaza,
hospitals say. The Israeli
military said tanks and air-
craft had carried out pre-
cise strikes against what it
called "terrorists" who
opened fire on troops in the
north of the strip, seriously
wounding an officer. It
added that the attack hap-
pened close to the Yellow
Line, beyond which Israeli
forces are stationed in
Gaza, and that it constitut-
ed a "blatant violation" of
the three-month-old cease-
fire agreement with Hamas.
Hamas accused Israel of
using the shooting as "a
flimsy pretext to justify the
continuation of killing and
aggression against our peo-
ple". Al-Shifa hospital in
Gaza City said it had
received the bodies of 13
people, including five chil-
dren, who were killed when
tents for displaced families
and homes in the eastern
Zeitoun and Tuffah neigh-

World

bourhoods were hit. Among
the mourners gathered in
the hospital's courtyard for
funeral prayers was Abu
Mohammed Haboush, who
said his family was asleep
in their home when it was
shelled. "Our children were
martyred - my son was mar-
tyred, my brother's son and
daughter were martyred,"
he told Reuters news

e
agency. "We have nothing
to do with anything, we are
peaceful people." Nasser
hospital in the city of Khan
Younis said four dead,
including one child, were
brought there following
strikes on tents in the
southern Qizan Rashwan
area. Another two children
and a paramedic were later
killed in the coastal al-

Mawasi area south-west of
Khan Younis, hospital offi-
cials said. A first responder
from the Hamas-run Civil
Defence agency, Jihad al-
Hinnawi, told Reuters that
the paramedic had rushed
to help victims of a strike
on a tent in the coastal al-
Mawasi area and was then
killed by a second strike on
the same location. The

Palestinian Red Crescent
said separately that one of
its paramedics, Hussein al-
Semieri, was Kkilled while
on duty in the Khan Younis
area. The humanitarian
organisation accused the
Israeli military of a "glaring
violation" of international
humanitarian law, which
protects medical personnel.

The Israeli military said it

was checking the reports.
Both Israel and Hamas have
accused each other of near-
ly-daily violations since the
ceasefire took effect on 10
October. On Sunday, more
than 30 people were Killed
in Israeli strikes across
Gaza. Israel's military said
it launched those strikes
after gunmen emerged from
a tunnel in the southern
Rafah area, beyond the
Yellow Line. Gaza's Hamas-
run health ministry has
said at least 556 people have
been killed by Israeli fire,
while the Israeli military
has said four of its soldiers
have been Kkilled in
Palestinian attacks. The
war was triggered by the
Hamas-led attack on south-
ern Israel on 7 October 2023,
in which about 1,200 people
were killed and 251 others
were taken hostage. Israel
responded to the attack by
launching a military cam-
paign in Gaza, during
which more than 71,820 peo-
ple have been Killed,
according to the territory's

health ministry.
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LEADER OF SOUTH AFRICA'S
SECOND LARGEST PARTY TO
STEP DOWN

South Africa's Democratic
Alliance (DA) leader John
Steenhuisen has said he
will not seek re-election as
the party's leader in April -
a move that may threaten
the stability of the coalition
government. The DA,
South  Africa's second
largest party, entered into a
coalition with its arch rival
the African National
Congress in 2024 after the
ANC lost its parliamentary
majority. Steenhuisen took
over leadership of the pro-
business DA in 2019 and
currently serves as agricul-
ture minister in President
Cyril Ramaphosa's govern-
ment. The 49-year-old was
widely expected to run
again but was reportedly
forced to abandon his bid
because of several contro-

versies. "For the rest of this
term of office, I will focus all
of my time and energy as
minister of agriculture on
defeating the most devastat-
ing foot-and-mouth disease
outbreak our country has
ever seen," he told a press
conference. Steenhuisen
began his political career
aged 22 when he was elected
to the council of the the port
city of Durban for the
Democratic Party, the DA's
predecessor. He rose up
through the party's local
and then regional leader-
ship before becoming
leader of the party, which
traditionally has a white
support base, two decades
later. It was widely reported
that Steenhuisen would run
unopposed for the leader-
ship at the DA's upcoming
conference.

But it seems a variety of
issues led to his decision
not to do so, including his
fallout with another senior
DA member, ex-
Environment Affairs
Minister Dion George, and
allegations, of which he
was cleared in January,
that he had abused his
party credit card.

Libyan prosecutors
launch probe into Killing
of Gaddafi s son

Libyan prosecutors say
they are investigating the
killing of Saif al-Islam
Gaddafi, son of the coun-
try's long-time leader Col
Muammar Gaddafi. The
53-year-old, who was once
widely seen as his father's
heir apparent, was killed
during a "direct con-
frontation" with four
unknown gunmen who
broke into his home in
the city of Zintan, his
office said in a statement.
"The victim died from
wounds by gunfire,”
Libyan prosecutors said
on Wednesday, adding
that efforts were under
way to identify the gun-
men. In a different ver-
sion of events, his sister
told Libyan TV that he
had died near the coun-
try's border with Algeria.
Saif al-Islam's lawyer told
the AFP news agency a
"four-man commando"”
unit carried out an assas-
sination at his home in
the city of Zintan, though
it was not clear who may
have been behind the
attack. The public prose-
cutor's office said forensic
experts had been dis-
patched to Zintan in
north-west Libya to con-

duct investigations. Saif
al-Islam was long seen as
the most influential and
feared figure in the coun-
try after his father, who
ruled Libya from 1969
until being ousted and
killed during an uprising
in 2011. BBC World
Affairs editor John
Simpson, who had met
Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, said
that he was "a strange,
mercurial figure, but he
was much less eccentric
than his father". "During
the 2011 revolution, he
agreed to be interviewed
for the BBC, only to
scream insults at me in
front of his officials,"
Simpson said. "Then he
sent them away, and apol-
ogised profusely. 'They
expect it of me,' he said."
According to Libyan jour-
nalist and writer
Abdulkader Assad, Saif
al-Islam might have been
targeted by locals who felt
their political influence
was being threatened by
his popularity. "It could
also be foreign actors took
him out because of his
controversial past,”
Abdulkader told the
BBC's Newsday pro-
gramme.

RIGHTS GROUPS SAY CHINA
DETAINED TWO JOURNALISTS
OVER CORRUPTION REPORT

and

Rights
activists are sounding the
alarm about the detention
of two Chinese investiga-
tive journalists after they
reportedly exposed corrup-
tion by a senior official in

groups

Sichuan province.
Independent journalists
Liu Hu and Wu Yingjiao
were taken by police on
Sunday after they pub-
lished their investigation,
rights groups say. Critics
have long flagged concern

about media repression in
China, where authorities
have arrested and prose-
cuted journalists, accusing
them of causing trouble.
Chengdu police said on
Monday that two men,
identified by their sur-
names Liu and Wu and
aged 50 and 34, were under
investigation for "making
false accusations" and "ille-
gal business operations".
In response a question
about the arrests, a
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson told
reporters on Wednesday
that relevant authorities
had already released infor-
mation on the case. "China
is a country ruled by law,
and Chinese judicial
organs handle cases
according to law; everyone
is equal in face of the law,"
the spokesperson said.

'Painful times in my marriage

' - Melinda French

Gates reacts to ex-husband in Epstein files

Billionaire philanthropist
Melinda French Gates has
said her ex-husband,
Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates, being named in new
files relating to the late sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein
dredged up "painful times
in my marriage". She told
an NPR podcast she felt
"unbelievable sadness", and
that "whatever questions
remain" needed to be
answered by those named
in the records, including
her ex-husband. "I am so
happy to be away from all
the muck," she said. The
couple divorced in 2021.
Records released by the US
justice department include
an allegation by Epstein
that Bill Gates caught a sex-
ually transmitted disease.
Gates's spokesperson has
called the claim "absolutely
absurd". The BBC has con-

tacted his representatives
for comments about his ex-
wife's remarks. Bill Gates
has not been accused of
wrongdoing by any of
Epstein's victims, and the
appearance of his name in
the files does not imply
criminal activity of any
kind. The billionaire has
broken his silence on the
release of files by the US
Department of Justice
(DOJ) in an interview with

9News in Australia. He said
the interactions with
Epstein were limited to din-
ners and that did not visit
Epstein's island. "Every
minute I spent with him I
regret and I apologise that I
did that," Gates added. In
the interview with NPR's
Wild Card podcast, Melinda
French Gates said: "For me,
it's personally hard when-
ever those details come up,
right? Because it brings

back memories of some
very, very painful times in
my marriage." She added:
"Whatever questions
remain there of what - I
can't even begin to know all
of it - those questions are for
those people and for even
my ex-husband. They need
to answer to those things,
not me." US media have
reported that before their
separation - which followed
27 years of marriage -
Melinda French Gates had
been upset about her hus-
band's association with
Epstein. After their split
was announced, Bill Gates
acknowledged having had
an affair with a Microsoft
employee in 2019. The alle-
gations about Bill Gates
were included in more
than three million docu-
ments released last week
by the DOJ.

Son of Norway's crown princess chokes
back tears giving evidence at rape trial

The son of Norway's crown
princess has begun giving
evidence at his trial for
rape and more than 30
other alleged offences.
Marius Borg Hgiby, 29,
looked overwhelmed by
the occasion, his voice
quivering as he paused
several times to take off his
glasses and wipe his eyes.
Choking back tears, he
said it was very difficult to
talk, and complained of
being followed by the press
since he was three years
old. He denies four allega-
tions of rape as well as
other serious charges
against him. He was giving
evidence after the first
woman he is alleged to
have raped told the court

she believed she had been
drugged during an "after-
party" in the basement of
his parents’ house in
December  2018. The
woman, who cannot be
named for legal reasons,
spoke of her sense of
"betrayal and shock" after
she was shown videos by
police allegedly of him sex-

ually assaulting her short-
ly after they had had brief,
consensual sex. She had
already spoken of a "black
hole" in her memory. She
had told the court behind
closed doors she had no
recollection of what hap-
pened. The 29-year-old
defendant, who was born
four years before his moth-

er, Mette-Marit married
Norway's Crown Prince
Haakon, is not a member of
the royal family or a public
figure. During his first
appearance in court on
Tuesday, he was seen shak-
ing, and he is understood
have had hospital treat-
ment overnight, rather
than returning to custody.
Appearing in court on
Wednesday, he took a seat
and after several minutes
in which he looked over-
come by the occasion, he
regained his composure
and told the court he had
had a lot of sex, drugs and
alcohol because he had an
extreme need of validation.
"T am known for being my
mother's son.

RUSSIAN ATTACKS ON UKRAINE ENERGY SITES
'PARTICULARLY DEPRAVED' UK PM STARM]

Russia's attacks on Ukraine's
energy sector on Monday
night as temperatures
dropped to -20C (4F) - were
"barbaric" and "particularly
depraved", UK Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer
has said. He made the com-
ments after speaking to US
President Donald Trump
hours after Russia hit power
plants and critical infra-
structure in the capital,
Kyiv, and elsewhere. It
comes at the end of a week-
long pause that Trump had
asked Russia's President
Vladimir Putin to observe as
a fierce cold swept Ukraine.
Trump told reporters that
Putin had "kept his word"
and that he would like him to
end the war. US envoys are
meeting Ukrainian and

Russian negotiators in Abu
Dhabi to discuss details of a
peace plan. Asked by
reporters on whether he was
disappointed with Russia's
renewed attacks, Trump
said, "it [the agreement] was
on Sunday, and he [Putin]
went from Sunday to
Sunday. "It's a lot, you know,
one week, welll take any-
thing, because it's really,
really cold over there." The
US president has been lead-
ing efforts to end the war, but
his Russian counterpart has
refused calls for a ceasefire.
The damage from Russia's
latest attacks has been exten-
sive, with more than 1,000
tower blocks in Kyiv without
heating and a power plant in
the eastern city of Kharkiv
beyond repair. Residents

have been forced to spend
the night sheltering in metro
stations, with some pitching
tents on the platforms to pro-
tect them from the freezing
cold. The authorities have
been setting up centres
around Kyiv for the city's
inhabitants to go to warm
up. They are also importing
more generators in order to

cope with longer blackout
periods as engineers try to
repair damage. UKraine's
Energy Minister, Denys
Shmyhal, has said that the
situation with the country's
energy system remains "dif-
ficult" and that they would
take some time to repair.
This includes Kyiv's
Darnytsia Combined Heat

and Power (CHP) plant,
which Shmyhal said had
been "severely damaged".
Iryna Vovk is a psychologist
who lives in Kyiv with her
daughter. Her husband is
away fighting. Speaking to
BBC Radio 4's Today pro-
gramme, Vovk said she was
considering moving to her
parents' village because of
the problems accessing elec-
tricity and water in the city.
"Here in Kyiv, life is very
awful," she said. Asked how
her daughter is coping, Vovk
said she was "okay in gener-
al". "She tries to smile and
lead a normal life but it's not
a normal life. She cannot
study [like] normal, she can-
not use online lessons."
Ukraine has complained
repeatedly of a shortage of

R SAYS

missiles - urging allies to
deliver more. The Ukrainian
Air Force said it was
attacked by more than 100
drones early on Wednesday.
It added that, while it had
intercepted most of these,
drone strikes were reported
in 14 locations, along with
falling debris. The head of
Dnipropetrovsk's military
administration, Oleksandr
Ganzha, said a 68-year-old
woman and a 38-year-old
man were Killed during a
Russian attack. Two other
people were injured. In the
Zaporizhzhia region, leader
Ivan Federov said three peo-
ple were Kkilled and 11
wounded, including chil-
dren, during attacks on
Tuesday evening that contin-
ued overnight.

'I've never hit anything
so hard': What it's like to
be attacked by a shark

It was the last hour of the
last day of Peter Smith's hol-
iday in Tobago when he
decided to take a dip in the

sea. "The conditions were
perfect for a swim," the
retired IT director recalls. "I
dived into the waves, swam
out no more than 20 feet
(6m), and stood waist-deep
in the water." He and his
wife Joanna, from
Hertfordshire, were away
with friends, and the last
thing on their minds was
the risk of shark attacks -
they are unheard of on this
tiny Caribbean island.
"Suddenly I felt a very
heavy object hit my leg. I
look down and there's a
shark - and it's big," Peter
says. "You're talking maybe
10 foot (3m). That's when
your brain works at 1,000
miles an hour." He had been
bitten by a bull shark, one of
the most dangerous sharks
in the world and notorious
for hunting in shallow
waters. In his first inter-
view since the attack in
April 2024, Peter tells BBC
News about his terrifying
experience - and why he's
still not scared of sharks.
'The situation got serious
really fast' The 66-year-old
says he instantly recognised
the jaws clenching onto his
leg as those of a bull shark.

Fearing he would be
dragged underwater, he
decided to put up a fight. "I
start punching the shark.
To be honest I don't know
what I was trying to do, but
I was hitting it," Peter says.
"l can honestly say I've
never hit anything as hard
as I hit that shark. "After
hitting my leg, it managed
to attack my left arm and
then my stomach. The situa-
tion got serious really fast. I
lost a lot of blood." Finally,
the animal stopped its
attack long enough for Peter
to be dragged from the
water by people nearby. His
friends John and Moira,
who were beside him in the
sea, each helped fight the
shark and raise the alarm.
Back on the beach, Joanna,
alerted by Moira's screams,
ran to the shoreline."l
remember going into the
water and seeing his terri-
ble injuries. I could see
bones, it was just awful,"
Joanna recalls. "And some-
body said, 'Get her away
from here." Peter was taken
to the only hospital on
Tobago with deep lacera-
tions to his stomach, a large
bite on one arm and a huge
part of his upper thigh bit-
ten off. He describes the
pain kicking in as he was
being put in the ambulance.
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Benfica goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin celebrates scoring his team's fourth goal with a header alongside
teammates during the Champions League League tie against Real Madrid at Estadio do SL Benfica in

Lisbon, Portugal. Photo by Jose Manuel Alvarez

Anaya Bangar, child of for-
mer Indian cricket team
player and coach Sanjay
Bangar, will undergo gen-
der-affirming surgery in
March. Anaya, who is a
cricketer and a trans-rights
advocate, has publicly
shared her transformation
story and revealed that she
now has the support of her
parents as well. While her
younger brother Atharva
has always supported her,
Anaya said that her parents
have also given her their
complete support and
Sanjay Bangar will be bear-
ing the complete cost of the
surgery. “I will be undergo-
ing gender-affirming sur-
gery (vaginoplasty) in
March. Fashion designer
Saisha Shinde and actress
Trinetra Haldar
Gummaraju, who have also
undergone the procedure,
guided me. I'll be having the
surgery at the same clinic in
Thailand, where I'll need to
stay for at least a month.
After that, Il have to rest
for a while. I won't be able to
play cricket for at least six
months, but I'm glad this is
finally happening,” Anaya
told Times of India. “I've
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Anaya Bangar, Child Of Ex-India Coach,
To Undergo Gender-Affirming Surgery

waited for this moment for
five years. This is who I am.
I never felt aligned with the
gender I was born with. The
decision to undergo the gen-
der-affirming surgery came
after years of therapy, med-
ical evaluations and deep
self-reflection. 1  went
through extensive psycho-
logical and medical assess-
ments to ensure I'm ready,"
she added. Earlier, Anaya
said that she was told by her
father that she no longer
had a future in cricket.
However, she has openly
spoken about inclusion of
transgender athletes in
international cricket. “I
received immense support
from people and was in a
better place financially, too.

My father saw people taking
pictures with me, standing
by me and respecting me.
Both my parents realised
this wasn't a phase. They
saw that I was serious about
my life and my choices,”
Anaya said. “I believe that's
what led them to come
around and offer me full
support. My father is bear-
ing the complete expenses of
my surgery. At one point, I
was completely on my own
in the UK, and there is still a
lot of stigma around
LGBTQ+ people within fam-
ilies. I hope that by speaking
out and by my family sup-
porting me, it will help other
trans women. It could make
these conversations easier
in someone else's home.

More Trouble For Pakistan, Likely To Miss
Out On Potential T20 World Cup Super 8 Spot

Pakistan are set to boycott
their T20 World Cup 2026
group-stage match against
India on government direc-
tives, a decision that could
prove costly with two cru-
cial points at stake.
Pakistan have been drawn
in Group A alongside arch-
rivals India, the USA, the
Netherlands and Namibia.
The side will play all of
their matches in Sri Lanka,
the tournament's co-hosts
along with India, under the
hybrid model approved by
the International Cricket
Council (ICC). The arrange-
ment was finalised after the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) refused to send its
team to India, prompting
the ICC to award co-hosting
rights to Sri Lanka to
ensure Pakistan's partici-

pation.

Pakistan are scheduled to
begin their T20 World Cup
2026 campaign against the
Netherlands on February 7
at the Sinhalese Sports
Club in Colombo. They will
then face the USA on
February 10 before boy-
cotting the high-profile fix-
ture against India on

February 15 at the R
Premadasa Stadium.
Pakistan will play Namibia
in their final group-stage
match on February 18,
again at the Sinhalese
Sports Club. However, rain
in Colombo could play
spoilsport in multiple fix-
tures, potentially putting
Pakistan at a disadvantage

in terms of both points and
Net Run Rate. According to
AccuWeather, Pakistan's
tournament opener against
the Netherlands -carries
nearly a 90 per cent chance
of rainfall. While no rain is
forecast for their matches
against the USA and India,
the final group-stage clash
against Namibia has close
to a 25 per cent chance of
showers. With Pakistan
firm on their stance of boy-
cotting the match against
India, weather disruptions
could further dent their
hopes of reaching the Super
8 stage. Concerns over rain
are not unfounded, with the
second T20I between Sri
Lanka and Pakistan last
month washed out without
a single ball being bowled
in Dambulla.

MS Dhoni Points Out India's Big Concern In T20
World Cup 2026: "Don't Want To Jinx"

Late this week, India will be
starting their T20 World
Cup 2026 campaign with a
match against USA at
Mumbai's Wankhede
Stadium. Suryakumar
Yadav and Co. will play the
tournament as defending
champions, having won the
title in 2024 under the cap-
taincy of Rohit Sharma. It
was the second title for
India, as the side had also
won the inaugural edition
in 2007. As India eye a
record third title, MS Dhoni,
under whose leadership the
country won the 2007 edi-
tion, has tipped the side as
"one of the most dangerous
teams". He, however, added
that the dew on the grounds
could be a concern for India.
"It's one of the most danger-
ous teams. You know, they
would have already started

batting or bowling. But
what all is needed in a good
team? Everything is there.
They have the experience.
Especially when it comes to
this format, the experience
is vast. They have played
under pressure. Whoever is
playing whatever roles they
are playing in the team, they
have been in that situation
for a considerable period of

time," Dhoni said on Mahi
Unplugged. "What worries
me? Again, I hate dew. Dew
changes a lot of things. So,
even when I was playing,
something that really
scared me was dew. Where
the toss becomes crucial and
all of that. If we are playing
10 matches with some of the
best teams, we will come out
as winners more often than

not. If the conditions remain
neutral,"” he added. While
stating that India are a dan-
gerous side, Dhoni also
highlighted how unpre-
dictable the T20 format is.
"The problem is when some
of your players have a day
off and somebody from the
opposition has a brilliant
day. And it can happen in
the T20 group. So, that's the
time. Whether it happens in
the league stage, whether it
happens in the knockout
stage, that's where all the
praying is needed. You
know, nobody should get
injured. Whatever roles are
given, people should accom-
plish their roles for the
team," he said. "And if that's
the case, I don't want to jinx
it by saying anything. But
it's one of the most danger-
ous teams," he concluded.

HARDEN TO JOIN
CAVALIERS IN PUR-
SUIT OF FIRST TITLE

James Harden is set to
join  the Cleveland
Cavaliers from the Los
Angeles Clippers, with
Darius Garland moving
in the opposite direction
after the sides agreed a
trade. Harden, 36, is an 11-
time NBA All-Star and
regarded as one of the
greatest guards in history,
but he has never won an
NBA title. Although the
deal is yet to be confirmed
by the NBA, Harden said
the opportunity to win a
first championship was
key in deciding to move.
The Cavaliers are fifth in
the Eastern Conference in
their pursuit of a play-off
spot, while the Clippers
are ninth in the West. "I
see an opportunity to win
in the East - they got a
very good team, coaching
staff, all of the above,"
Harden told ESPN. "As
much as I wanted to stay
in LA and give it a go, I've
never won one before. As
a basketball mind, I think
we have a bit better
chance." Harden has
helped the Clippers climb
the table after a dismal 6-
21 start this season, but
sat out Sunday's defeat by
the Philadelphia 76ers
while talks with the

Vis,
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Cavaliers progressed.
Harden, who won the
NBA's Most Valuable
Player Award in 2018
while with the Houston
Rockets, denied specula-
tion that he requested a
trade from the Clippers.
"That wasn't the case at
all. In life, not even just
basketball, when things
don't work out, there are
ways to end things in rela-
tionships without having
to crack each other," he
said. "Maybe we just don't
see a future with each
other. Maybe we just out-
grew each other.
Whatever the case may
be, I feel like our situa-
tions weren't like that."
Across stints at five fran-
chises, Harden has scored
28,805 points, putting him
ninth on the NBA's all-
time list. The Cavaliers
have not won a title since
2016. Garland, 26, aver-
ages 18 points this season
in a campaign blighted by
injury. As part of the
trade, the  Clippers
secured a second-round
pick for this year's draft.
The Clippers host the
Cavaliers on Wednesday,
but Harden and Garland
must pass medicals before
the trade is confirmed.

Gautam Gambhir Asked About Pakistan's India
Boycott At T20 World Cup. See HlS Reaction

India head coach Gautam
Gambhir on Tuesday ignored
questions regarding
Pakistan's decision to boycott
the high-profile T20 World
Cup match against their arch-
rivals. While the Pakistan
government has allowed the
national team to participate
in the tournament, it did not
give them the green light to
play against India. In a viral
video, Gambhir was spotted
leaving for Mumbai, where
he was mobbed by the
paparazzi. He thanked the
reporters for their well-wish-
es but ignored their questions
on Pakistan's stance before
entering the airport. India
and Pakistan are in Group A
alongside the United States of
America (USA), the
Netherlands, and Namibia.
While Pakistan will take on
the Netherlands in the tour-

nament opener in Colombo
on February 7, co-hosts India
will square off against the
USA later in the day. The
Indian team was in terrific
form ahead of the World Cup,
winning the five-match T20I
series against New Zealand 4-
1. Similarly, Pakistan head

into the tournament on the
back of a T20I whitewash
over Australia at home last
week. However, they have a
terrible record against India
in the ICC T20 World Cups.
The two teams have played
eight times, with the record
standing at 7-1 in India's

favour. In the Asia Cup last
year, Pakistan were clean-
swept by a clinical India in a
trilogy of entertaining match-
es, including the final
Throughout these matches,
young Indian stars Abhishek
Sharma and Tilak Varma
bullied Pakistan bowlers
with their fiery knocks, with
Tilak scoring a brilliant 69*
during a tense 147-run chase
in the final, showing his big-
match temperament. India
squad for the ICC T20 World
Cup 2026: Suryakumar
Yadav (captain), Abhishek
Sharma, Tilak Varma, Sanju
Samson, Shivam Dube, Ishan
Kishan, Hardik Pandya,
Arshdeep Singh, Jasprit
Bumrah, Harshit Rana,
Varun Chakaravarthy,
Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Rinku
Singh.

After Going Unsold In IPL 2026 Auction, Steve
Smith Finds Home In PSL's Newest Franchise

After going unsold in the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 auction, Australia
great Steve Smith has been
picked up by Sialkot
Stallionz for the 11th edition
of the Pakistan Super
League (PSL). Sialkot
Stallionz are one of the two
new teams added to the PSL,
which expanded the total
number of teams in the tour-
nament to eight ahead of the
2026 season. Smith, who
enjoyed a fine Big Bash
League (BBL) 2025-26 cam-
paign, has been acquired as
Sialkot Stallionz's direct
signing ahead of the PSL's
players' draft. "A game
changer, powerhouse play-
er, we welcome Steve Smith
on board as a Stallion!" post-
ed Sialkot Stallionz on their

official social media
accounts. Smith will find
some familiar faces in the
Sialkot Stallionz dugout,
with former Australia cap-
tain Tim Paine having been
named as the head coach of
the franchise. At 36 years
old, Smith is currently in
arguably the best form of his
career in the shortest for-

mat of the game. Joining the
Sydney Sixers squad after
the conclusion of the Ashes
Test series, Smith smashed
299 runs in just six matches
in BBL 2025-26, playing a
major role in the Sixers
reaching the final. Smith
smashed a stunning century
and two half-centuries in
those six games. However,

Smith was not included in
Australia's squad for the T20
World Cup 2026, and also
failed to find a buyer in the
IPL 2026 auction. The 36-
year-old, however, has spo-
ken of his desire to repre-
sent Australia in the Los
Angeles Olympics in 2028. "I
always want to play for
Australia in big tourna-
ments. But I think that ship
(T20 World Cup) has sailed. I
reckon they've got two open-
ing batters that are doing
pretty well. I'm relaxed
doing what I can here and
having some fun," Smith
had said in an interaction
with the media. "My main
goal, as I've said before, is to
get on the team when the
Olympics are  rolling
around.

McCullum defends Brook,
Ashes squad and
leadership style

N

England head coach
Brendon McCullum has
defended Harry Brook, the
off-field behaviour of his
Ashes squad and his own
leadership style, describ-
ing some of the criticism
they have received in the
last few months as a "pile
on". Speaking after
England's 3-0 T20 series
victory over Sri Lanka,
McCullum argued the
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) had handled
the fallout from their chal-
lenging winter tours "pret-
ty well". England white-
ball captain Brook has
come under significant
scrutiny after it was
revealed he was punched
by a nightclub bouncer on
England's tour of New
Zealand that preceded the
Ashes. It was subsequently
revealed he had lied about
being alone for the
encounter and was accom-
panied by several team-
mates - a stance McCullum
defended, saying the 25-
year-old was trying to "look
after his mates". The story
followed England's Ashes
squad being criticised for a
mid-series break in Noosa
where several players were
reported to be drinking
excessively. In a wide-

ranging interview,
McCullum, who will lead
England in the T20 World
Cup which begins in India
and Sri Lanka this week,
also said: He didn't think
the ECB needs "to release
findings every time some-
thing arises" around play-
er disciplinaries The criti-
cism of his players "can go
too far" and he finds con-
tinual discussion of disci-
plinary proceedings "quite
annoying”" Brook is an
"outstanding" leader on the
field and "wears his intelli-
gence lightly" He didn't
think his players "went
overboard" on a mid-Ashes
series holiday in Noosa
where they were pictured
drinking, calling the
Queensland resort "a place
where people go and retire"
In terms of his own future,
he'd "like to finish what we
started" and hopes to be in
charge beyond the T20
World Cup England beat
Sri Lanka by 12 runs on
Tuesday, and carry
momentum from an unde-
feated T20 tour that was
preceded by a 2-1 ODI
series win. Afterwards,
however, New Zealander
McCullum, 44, was keen to
rally round his captain and
players.
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Ustaad bhagat singh release
date announced, get ready for
the blast from 26th march

staad Bhagat Singh,
U the highly antici-

pated film starring

PowerStar
PawanKalyan and direct-
ed by cult captain Harish
Shankar, is all set to hit
theatres worldwide on
March 26. After complet-
ing a thrilling shoot, the
film is now in full swing
in post-production. This
one's a treat for
PowerStar fans and prom-
ises to entertain audi-
ences of all ages. The
energy of PawanKalyan is
already palpable in the
first single, 'Dekhlenge
Saala', showcasing his
blasting moves. A fan boy
turned director, Harish
Shankar is geared up to
recreate the magic of his
previous blockbuster
Gabbar singh with Ustaad
Bhagat Singh. Expect
families to throng the-
atres for a power-packed
entertainment experi-
ence. Mark your calen-
dars for March 26 and get
ready to celebrate the
PowerStar.

Producer Chinta Gopalakrishna Reddy

Produced under the Sri
Chakras Entertainment ban-
ner, “Sri Chidambaram
Garu” is presented by Smt.
Chinta Varalakshmi, with
Chinta Vineesh Reddy and
Chinta Gopalakrishna Reddy
as producers and Chinta
Rajashekar Reddy as co-pro-
ducer. Starring Vamsi
Thummala and Sandhya
Vashishta as the lead pair, the
film marks the directorial
debut of Vinay Ratnam. The
movie is all set for a grand the-
atrical release on February 6.
Speaking on the occasion, pro-
ducer Chinta Gopalakrishna
Reddy shared insights about
the film and its journey.

“With the intention of encour-
aging new talent, we decided
to produce Sri Chidambaram
Garu. This team has worked
relentlessly for nearly four
years. The project initially
began as a crowd-funded film.
After seeing their dedication
and passion, my daughter
brought this proposal to me.

Their commitment and belief

in the story impressed me,
and we were confident they
would deliver a good film. The
story appealed to us strongly.”

He further added:

“Sri Chidambaram Garu is a
pure feel-good film. There are
no loud fights or excessive
action. Shot in beautiful and
serene locations, the movie
offers a calm, pleasant experi-
ence. Audiences come to the-
atres to relax, and this film
delivers exactly that kind of
soothing entertainment.”

Talking about the production
process, he said:

“We set up an office in
Rajahmundry and completed
the shoot in two schedules —
35 days in the Maredumilli
region and 10 days in
Rajahmundry. Locals warned
us about heavy rains after
May, and while surrounding
areas experienced rainfall,
our shooting locations
remained rain-free through-
out. This film beautifully
showcases the stunning natu-
ral locations within our own
state, proving that we don’t
always need to go to other
states for scenic visuals. The
local people extended tremen-
dous support, and the houses
seen in the trailer are real
homes where people live.
Everything was shot very nat-
urally.”

“The hero and heroine char-
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acters are well-written and
strongly connected to the
story. The songs have
received a very good
response. For our generation,
good music was one of the
main reasons to watch a film
in theatres, and this movie
has a very pleasant audio
album.”

On the title and release strate-
gy, he explained:

“The original title was
Chidambaram, but we added
‘Sri’ to give it more respect
and grace. The film is being
distributed by Vamsi
Nandipati. We haven’t sold
the OTT rights yet, as OTT
platforms usually hesitate
with films made by newcom-
ers. We believe in our content
and plan to approach OTT
platforms after the theatrical
release. Initially, we did not
plan an overseas release, but
after receiving calls from
abroad based on the content,
the film is now releasing in
the US, UK, and other coun-
tries as well.”

He also shared his confi-
dence in the film’s recep-
tion:
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Sri Chidambaram Garu” Will Connect With
Audiences of All Sections as a Feel-Good Film —

“The film has
received very posi-
tive feedback from
recent celebrity
shows, which |
makes us extreme-
ly happy. Under
our banner, we
are currently work-
ing on a major project
titled Rao Bahadur and
another film with a new
director.

CM Nara Chandrababu
Naidu Meets “Nata
Kireeti” Rajendra Prasad

Amaravati: Renowned film
actor and “Nata Kireeti”
Dr. Rajendra Prasad met
the Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh, Shri
Nara Chandrababu Naidu,

on Tuesday evening
(03/02/2026), as a courtesy
call. The meeting took
place in the backdrop of the
Government of India
recently announcing the
prestigious Padma Shri
award for Dr. Rajendra
Prasad. On this occasion,
Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu

warmly received Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and felici-
tated him. The Chief
Minister expressed his
happiness over the Padma
Shri honour, stating that
the award is a fitting recog-
nition of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad’s remarkable con-
tribution to Indian cine-
ma. For over four decades,
he has enthralled millions
of audiences with his ver-
satile performances and
has significantly
enhanced the stature and
pride of Telugu cinema.

“O0 TORTURE PREMA?”

FIRST LOOK TITLE RELEASE

R

rikaram produc-
S tions presents “Oo

Torture Prema” film

written and directed
by Srikar Krishna. In this
film Madala Ranga Rao’s
grand son Madala Ravi’s
son Sunny Madala and
Mounika dakoju are being
introduced as hero and
heroine. Today the first
title poster have been
launched by the legendary
writer and director Sri
Paruchuri Gopalakrishna.
After the poster release
Paruchuri Gopalakrishna
said, Madala Ranga Rao’s
grand son, Madala Ravi’s
son, the third generation
hero Sunny Madala is
being introduced as a hero
to the Telugu film indus-
try. His grand father and
father’s movies are revo-
lutionary but the third
generation Sunny Madala
has chose love genre in
which he came up with an
amazing love story named
“0o Torture Prema”. Also
he said he’s been used to
write and direct films but
never tried producing, but
the young champ srikar
krishna trusted himself
with his own script and he

-
-

L

himself produced the film
as our legendary Dasari
Narayana rao garu does to
his films. He also wished
the film to become a huge
success. The film director
srikar Kkrishna said, this
would be a new age love
story which showcase
ultimate comedy and
purest form of

DHURANDHAR 2: Salman
Khan to play Bade Sahab?

the last 48 hours,
In social media has

been flooded with

posts claiming that
Salman Khan is part of
Dhurandhar 2. A photo
allegedly showing the
superstar on the film’s set
began circulating online,
with captions saying he
plays a powerful character
named “Bade Sahab.” Fans
were quick to celebrate,
and the image went viral
within hours. The sequel,
titled Dhurandhar: The
Revenge, is directed by
Aditya Dhar and stars
Ranveer Singh in the lead
role. Scheduled for release
on March 19, 2026, the film
has already created strong
buzz thanks to its darker
tone and espionage-heavy
storyline, following the
success of the first part.

Fact Check: Is Salman
Khan Really in the Film?
Here’s the key truth: there
is no official confirmation
that Salman Khan is part
of Dhurandhar 2.

No announcement has
been made by the makers,
the production house, or
Salman Khan himself.
Industry insiders and offi-
cial social media handles
are also completely silent
on the matter. Most of the
visuals circulating online
are believed to be Al-gener-
ated or digitally edited.
Some creators who shared
the images have openly
admitted that they weSome
creators who shared the
images have openly admit-
ted that they were made as
fan concepts or specula-
tion, not real on-set pho-

tos.re made as fan concepts
or speculation, not real on-
set photos. Why Fans
Should Be Careful While
the image looks convinc-
ing at first glance, there is
no verified proof linking
Salman Khan to the film.
In today’s Al-driven social
media space,

realistic-looking fake visu-
als can spread very fast.
For now, Dhurandhar: The
Revenge is building excite-
ment based on its con-
firmed cast and official
promotions.

Most of the visuals circulat-
ing online are believed to be
Al-generated or digitally
edited. Some creators who
shared the images have
openly admitted that they
were made as fan concepts
or speculation, not real on-
set photos. Why Fans

Should Be
Careful While the

image looks convincing at
first glance, there is no ver-
ified proof linking Salman
Khan to the film. In today’s
Al-driven social media
space, realistic-looking fake
visuals can spread very
fast. For now, Dhurandhar:
T h e

Revenge is
building
excitement based on its
confirmed cast and offi-
cial promotions.

love by
which
every
young-

o

ster would get con-
nected.

LEGEND SARAVANAN’S
NEW FILM WITH RS DURAI
SENTHILKUMAR TITLED AS
'LEADER'; POWERFUL FIRST

LOOK GLIMPSE OUT NOW

The tal-
ented actor
Legend Saravanan's new
film written and directed by
R.S. Durai Senthilkumar
has been titled Leader'.
Produced on a grand budg-
et by Legend Saravana
Stores Productions, the
movie features Legend
Saravanan in the lead
role. Popular Bollywood
actress Payal Rajput plays
the female lead in the film.
The film's title was
announced today with a
striking first look poster
and powerful glimpse.
Named as "First Blow," the
glimpse features Legend
Saravanan in an intense role.
Packed with mass elements,
action, suspense, and thrills,
TLeader' is designed to align
with contemporary trends

and audience expectations.
The glimpse raises expecta-
tions on the film. The action
choreography stands out and
Legend Saravanan Mass
presence and dialogue deliv-
ery adds more impact. The
film was shot across multiple
locations, starting in
Thoothukudi and spanning
Jaipur, Ooty, and Georgia,
before concluding in
Chennai. Written and direct-
ed by R.S. Durai
Senthilkumar, Teader' nar-
rates extraordinary chal-
lenges faced by an ordinary
man in a gripping and
thrilling manner R.S. Durai
Senthilkumar, known for
acclaimed movies such as
'Ethir Neechal', 'Kaaki Sattai,
'Kodi, 'Pattas’, and 'Garudan’,
has made this film as a grip-
ping entertainer.
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