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BRIFSIN
J&K Police, BSF recover hero-
in worth crores suspected to 
be drone dropped along IB
Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, along with the Border 
Security Force (BSF), have 
recovered heroin worth 
crores in a joint operation. 
The narcotics are suspected 
to have been drone-dropped 
along the International 
Border in the Ranbir Singh 
Pura sector of Jammu.The 
official spokesman said that, 
in a significant achievement 
on the anti-drug trafficking 
front, Jammu Police and the 
BSF made a major break-
through by recovering a large 
quantity of narcotics (sus-
pected to have been dropped 
by a drone) worth Rs 40 crore 
in the RS Pura sector of 
District Jammu, near the 
International Border.Acting 
promptly on inputs from the 
BSF regarding suspicious 
drone activity near the 
International Border, a cor-
don and search operation 
was launched jointly by 
Jammu Police and the BSF 
during the intervening night 
of February 13-14 at Nai Basti 
Karotana, Baspur area of 
the R S Pura sector, near 
the International Border, he 
said.He added that during 
the search at first light, 
two yellow-colored packets 
of narcotics were recov-
ered from a wheat field at 
Nai Basti Karotana. The 
area is near the 
International Border, and 
the substance is suspected 
to have been dropped by a 
drone from Pakistan into 
Indian territory.

CM Revanth Greets Telangana 
People on Maha Shivratri

Hyderabad: Telangana Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy conveyed his 
heartfelt greetings to the people of 
the state on the auspicious occasion 
of Maha Shivratri.In his message, the 
Chief Minister prayed for peace, 
prosperity, and overall well-being of 
Telangana. He expressed hope that 
Lord Shiva’s divine blessings bring 
happiness, joy, and good health to 
every household across the state.CM 
Revanth Reddy also extended spe-
cial wishes to devotees observing 
Maha Shivratri fasts and night-long 
prayers, stating that their devotion 
and spiritual discipline would be 
rewarded with divine grace.

Trump revokes 
landmark ruling that 
greenhouse gases 
endanger public health

"Has Technical Problem": 
Sunil Gavaskar On India 
Star Days Ahead Of T20 
World Cup Match vs 

World I NewsDEADLINE SPORTS I News

EC sets Feb 17 deadline for filing FIRs 
against 4 officers over 'ghost voter' issue

KOLKATA: The Election Commission has set February 17 as 
a deadline for the West Bengal government to ensure that 
FIRs are registered against four officers over the alleged 
inclusion of 'ghost' voters in the electoral rolls in two dis-
tricts, an official said on Saturday. The commission had 
earlier ordered the suspension of two electoral registration 
officers (EROs) and two assistant electoral registration 
officers (AEROs) from Baruipur Purba in South 24 Parganas 
and Moyna in Purba Medinipur districts over alleged inclu-
sion of "fake" or "ghost" voters in the electoral rolls.

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Telangana Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy concluded a 
review meeting with minis-
ters and congratulated them 
on the party’s strong perfor-
mance in the recent munici-
pal elections.

He said the good results 
were achieved due to col-
lective teamwork and coor-
dinated efforts by minis-
ters, leaders, and grass-
roots cadre. The Chief 
Minister appreciated party 
workers for their tireless 
work and commitment 
toward ensuring the 
Congress party’s victory.

Revanth Reddy stated that 
the outcome reflects peo-
ple’s growing trust in the 
present government. He 
noted that in two years, the 
government delivered devel-
opment and welfare pro-
grammes that the previous 
regime could not accom-
plish in ten years.

He urged ministers to 
uphold public trust and con-
tinue moving the state for-
ward on the path of develop-

ment. The same spirit should 
guide the party in all upcom-
ing elections, he said.

 Chief Minister also direct-
ed ministers to consistently 
take welfare and develop-
ment schemes to the people 
and focus on strengthening 
urban governance. He 
emphasized that municipali-
ties and municipal corpora-
tions in the state should be 
developed into national 
model civic bodies through 
focused action and effective 
implementation.

Cm revanth hails ministers, 
sets development agenda

Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Telangana Chief 
Minister Anumula 
Revanth Reddy held a 
meeting with CPI lead-
ers Palla Venkat Reddy 
and E.T. Narsimha to 
discuss key public and 
policy-related issues. 
The interaction focused 
on current governance 
matters and people-cen-
tric development initia-
tives in the state.

Telangana Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) President 
Mahesh Kumar Goud was also 
present during the meeting.

According to sources, the 
discussion covered welfare 
measures, grassroots concerns, 
and coordination on issues 
affecting various sections of 
society. The leaders exchanged 

views on strengthening public 
delivery systems and address-
ing local challenges through 
constructive dialogue.

The meeting reflects contin-
ued engagement between the 
state leadership and represen-
tatives from different political 
and social platforms on mat-
ters of public interest.

CM Revanth Meets CPI Leaders Palla 
Venkat Reddy and E.T. Narsimha

T'gana civic poll results 
a mandate for Congress’ 
welfare model: Rahul 
New Delhi (TSIT): Senior 
Congress leader and Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) in the Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi on 
Saturday described the party’s 
performance in the Telangana 
local body elections as an 
endorsement of its governance 
model centred on welfare, dig-
nity and inclusive growth.

“Heartfelt thanks to every 
Congress 'karyakarta' and 
leader. This victory belongs to 
you and to the people of 
Telangana,” LoP Gandhi said 
in a post on X. The ruling 
Congress secured close to 60 
per cent of the urban local bod-
ies, winning 64 of the 116 
municipalities and three of the 
seven municipal corporations. 
“Our vision of a Prajala 
Telangana, where progress 
reaches every family, remains 
unwavering,” Rahul Gandhi 
said in the X post.

The principal Opposition, 
the BRS, won 13 municipalities 

and three corporations, while 
38 municipalities produced no 
clear majority. This has led to 
intense efforts by both 
Congress and BRS to secure 
support from independents 
and smaller parties ahead of 
the election of chairpersons 
and vice-chairpersons. Despite 
the fractured outcomes, 
Congress leaders claimed the 
party was in a position to con-
trol about three-fourths of the 
municipalities.

In the previous municipal 
polls in 2020, the then ruling 
TRS, now BRS, had dominated 
more than 100 urban local bod-
ies. The Congress has also 
bagged the Mancherial, 
Ramagundam and Nalgonda 
corporations. In the 60-mem-
ber Kothagudem corporation, 
Congress and the Communist 
Party of India won 22 seats 
each, with leaders from both 
sides describing the contest as 
friendly.

Guwahati, Feb 14 (TSIT): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday inaugurat-
ed the Northeast’s first high-
way-based Emergency 
Landing Facility (ELF) at 
Moran in Assam’s Dibrugarh 
district, marking a major 
milestone in India’s defence 
infrastructure and operation-
al preparedness.

Arriving at the newly devel-
oped emergency runway 
aboard an Indian Air Force 
(IAF) C-130J Hercules, the 
Prime Minister was received 
by Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
union Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal, and other senior lead-
ers. In a ceremonial welcome, 
Chief Minister Sarma present-
ed the Prime Minister with an 
Assamese gamocha and japi, 
while Air Chief Marshal Amar 
Preet Singh felicitated him 
with a commemorative 
memento.

The ceremony featured a 
spectacular fly-past by IAF 
combat aircraft, including 
Sukhoi 30 MKI, Rafale fighter 
jets, and the indigenously 
developed Advanced Light 
Helicopter (ALH). Both the 
Sukhoi 30 MKI and Rafale suc-
cessfully landed on the high-
way-based strip, earning loud 

cheers from the assembled 
crowd.The Moran facility, the 
first of its kind in the Northeast, 
is expected to enhance the 
IAF’s operational flexibility, 
particularly in strategically 
sensitive regions.

Following the inauguration, 
the Prime Minister departed 
for Guwahati, where he is 
scheduled to inaugurate a new 
bridge over the Brahmaputra 

River connecting Guwahati 
and North Guwahati. He will 
also inaugurate Assam’s first 
Indian Institute of Management 
(IIM) campus and a National 
Data Centre in the city.

Later in the day, Prime 
Minister Modi is expected to 
address a large gathering of 
BJP booth-level karyakartas at 
the Veterinary College ground 
in Khanapara, Guwahati.

PM Modi inaugurates Northeast’s first highway-based 
emergency landing facility in Assam

New Delhi (TSIT): 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Saturday 
launched a sharp attack 
on the Centre over the 
reported tariff disparity 
affecting Indian garment 
exports to the United 
States, accusing the gov-
ernment of misleading the 
public and endangering 
the interests of cotton 
farmers and textile export-
ers.

‎In a post on X titled 
“18% Tariff vs 0% - Let Me 
Explain,” Gandhi alleged 
that the Modi government 
had failed to secure 
favourable terms for India 
under the India–US trade 
framework while 
Bangladesh was granted 
zero-tariff access for gar-
ment exports to the 

American market, subject 
to importing US 
cotton.‎”Let me explain 
how a Prime Minister 
skilled in falsehoods and 
his Cabinet are spreading 
confusion on this issue — 
and how they are betray-
ing India’s cotton farmers 
and textile exporters 
through the India–US 
trade agreement,” Gandhi 
wrote.‎According to 
Gandhi, Indian garments 
are facing an 18 percent 
tariff in the US market, 
while Bangladesh is bene-
fiting from a 0 percent tar-
iff arrangement on the 
condition that it imports 
American cotton.

‎He said he raised the 
issue in Parliament, ques-
tioning why Bangladesh 
was receiving a special 

concession. “After the 
announcement of an 18% 
tariff on Indian garments, 
when I raised in 
Parliament the issue of 
the special concession 
being granted to 
Bangladesh, a minister 
from the Modi govern-
ment responded: ‘If we 
want the same benefit, we 
will have to import cotton 
from the United States,’” 

Gandhi stated.
‎He further asked, “Why 

was this fact hidden from 
the country until now?”

‎Gandhi described the 
situation as a policy trap, 
arguing that India faces a 
difficult choice. “If we 
import American cotton, 
our own farmers will be 
ruined. If we do not, our 
textile industry will fall 
behind and suffer severe 
damage,” he said.

‎Gandhi also warned 
that Bangladesh could 
reduce or stop cotton 
imports from India, which 
would further affect 
Indian producers.

‎”In India, the textile 
industry and cotton culti-
vation form the backbone 
of livelihoods. Crores of 
people depend on them for 
their survival. Any blow 
to these sectors means 
pushing millions of fami-
lies into unemployment 
and economic distress,” he 
wrote.‎The remarks come 
amid heightened political 
debate over trade negotia-
tions and export competi-
tiveness. India’s textile 
sector is one of the coun-
try’s largest employment 
generators, particularly in 
states such as Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu, and Telangana. 
Cotton cultivation sup-
ports millions of farmers 
across central and western 
India. ‎Gandhi accused 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Cabinet of 
striking a deal that could 
adversely impact both 
farmers and exporters. 

“A farsighted govern-
ment acting in the nation-
al interest would have 
negotiated a deal that pro-
tected and ensured the 
prosperity of both cotton 
farmers and textile export-
ers,” he said. ‎”Instead, 
Narendra ‘Surrender’ 
Modi and his ministers 
have struck an agreement 
that could inflict deep 
harm on both sectors,” 
Gandhi added.

Rahul alleges ‘betrayal’ of cotton farmers, textile exporters over India-US tariff issue
In a post on X titled “18% Tariff 

vs 0% - Let Me Explain,” Gandhi 
alleged that the Modi govern-

ment had failed to secure 
favourable terms for India under 
the India–US trade framework 
while Bangladesh was granted 
zero-tariff access for garment 

exports to the American market, 
subject to importing US cotton.

Restrictions 
imposed for 60 
days in border 
areas of J&K’s 
Kathua
Jammu (TSIT): Restrictions 
are imposed on movement in 
the border areas along the 
international border for a peri-
od of two months (60 days) in 
view of the sensitive situation 
in Kathua district of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

As per the order issued by 
the District Magistrate Kathua, 
Rajesh Sharma, the security 
situation in the border areas 
has become sensitive and the 
movement in border areas is 
required to be restricted to 
ensure the utmost safety of the 
villagers and prevent any anti-
national activities.

As per the order, to curb such 
activities in the border areas, 
there are sufficient grounds to 
initiate proceedings under the 
relevant section for the immedi-
ate prevention of danger to 
human life and disturbance to 
public tranquillity, and it is nec-
essary to impose restrictions to 

limit unnecessary movement in 
these areas.

The District Magistrate stat-
ed that, in exercise of the pow-
ers vested in him, unnecessary 
movement has been restricted 
within a 5-km strip from the 
International Border, falling 
under the Area of 
Responsibility of the Unit from 
forward Border Outpost 
Paharpur to Border Outpost 
Karol Krushna.

“Movement of heavy vehi-
cles, including trucks, tippers 
and multi-axle vehicles, is pro-
hibited on the old Samba-
Kathua road between 9 pm to 6 
am,” an order further read. It 
further read that the order 
shall come into force from 
February 14, 2026, and shall 
remain in effect for a period of 
60 days from the date of its 
issuance or until it is rescind-
ed, whichever is earlier.“Since 
it is not possible to serve prior 
notice of this order, it is being 
issued ex parte and addressed 
to the general public,” it stat-
ed, adding that any violation 
of the order shall invite puni-
tive action under the relevant 
sections.

Jaishankar reiterates India’s support 
for UNSC reform during meeting 
with G7 counterparts in Germany
Munich (TSIT)  External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on 
Saturday met his counterparts 
from the G7 countries as he reit-
erated India’s support for reform 
of the UN Security Council 
(UNSC) at the Munich Security 
Conference.The meeting comes 
after India concluded a free trade 
agreement (FTA) with the 
27-nation European Union in 
January.

Jaishankar in a social media 
post said he was pleased to engage 
with G7 Foreign Ministers and 
reiterated India’s support of the 
UN@80 agenda, particularly 
meaningful reform of the UN 
Security Council.The external 
affairs minister said he empha-
sised India’s role in “safeguard-
ing sea lines of communication, 
serving as a first responder, 
strengthening port security, and 
contributing to resilient subma-
rine cable infrastructure”.“Our 
conversation brought out the 
many convergences and shared 
interests between India and the 
G7,” the minister added.
Jaishankar started his Munich 
Security Conference with a 
roundtable ‘Delhi Decided: 
Mapping India’s Policy Calculus’, 

organised by the Ananta Aspen 
Centre, a non-partisan organisa-
tion.The external affairs minister 
said he highlighted the “impor-
tance of a nimble and dynamic 
foreign policy to meet the 
demands of multipolarity”.

In a discussion with Indrani 
Bagchi, CEO Ananta Centre, 

Jaishankar said he also noted the 
significance of the India-EU FTA 
and the India-US trade deal in that 
regard.“The discussion looked at 
India’s growth strategy, the choic-
es before key partners, and why 
strategic autonomy remains a 
steady anchor as global dynamics 
evolve,” the Ananta Centre said. 
India and the 27-nation bloc on 
January 27 announced the conclu-
sion of negotiations for the free 
trade agreement.
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Hyderabad: Eight coun-
cillors of the All India 
Forward Block (AIFB) 
from Waddepalli 
Municipality in 
Jogulamba Gadwal dis-
trict met Telangana 
Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy on a 
courtesy visit.

The councillors, led by 
Waddepalli Srinivas, called 
on the Chief Minister and 
briefed him on local civic and 
development matters related 
to the municipality. They 
sought continued govern-

ment support for strengthen-
ing infrastructure and public 
services in their wards.

TPCC President Mahesh 
Kumar Goud, Minister 
Jupally Krishna Rao, MP 
Mallu Ravi, Planning 

Commission Vice 
Chairman Jillela Chinna 
Reddy, former Alampur 
MLA Sampath Kumar 
and other leaders were 
present during the meet-
ing.

The councillors who 
met the Chief Minister 
include Kurva Pavani 

(Ward 1), Sharada (Ward 2), 
Manjula (Ward 4), Yugender 
Reddy (Ward 5), Devamma 
(Ward 6), Vijay Bhaskar 
(Ward 7), Jayashree (Ward 8) 
and Erukala Thimmappa 
(Ward 10).

Waddepalli AIFB Councillors Call on CM Revanth ReddyMinister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
Greets People on Maha Shivratri

Hyderabad: Telangana Roads & Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy extended Maha Shivratri greetings to the 
people of the state and wished for their health, pros-

perity, and happiness.In a 
statement issued on 
Saturday, the Minister 
prayed that with the bless-
ings of Lord Shiva, the peo-
ple of Telangana prosper 
with long life and well-being. 
He expressed hope that the 
state continues to achieve 

progress in all sectors, especially in strengthening 
infrastructure and expanding the road network.He 
said the divine grace of Lord Shiva should bring 
peace and positivity into everyone’s lives and that 
the sacred Lingodbhava period should bless devo-
tees with spiritual strength and calmness. 

Hyderabad: Congress MLC 
Addanki Dayakar on 
Saturday criticized Union 
Minister Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar and the BJP over 
their claims on the 
Karimnagar municipal 
results, stating that the party 
failed to secure a clear public 
mandate despite what he 
described as aggressive cam-
paigning.Addressing the 
media at Gandhi Bhavan, 
Dayakar alleged that Bandi 
Sanjay focused on religious 
polarization instead of high-
lighting development works 
done for Karimnagar. He 
said that although the BJP 
emerged as the single largest 
party in the corporation, it 
did not receive a decisive 
majority from voters.He clar-
ified that the Congress party 
has not entered into any for-
mal alliance with All India 
M a j l i s - e - I t t e h a d u l 
Muslimeen (AIMIM), stating 
that only issue-based under-
standing may happen in local 
bodies depending on situa-

tions. He noted that Congress 
contested against AIMIM 
candidates in several divi-
sions and lost in direct fights.

Dayakar also questioned 
the BJP for inducting inde-
pendent corporators after the 
results while criticizing 
other parties over possible 
post-poll cooperation. He said 
post-poll alignments are a 
common democratic practice 
shaped by local conditions.
Targeting the BRS leader-
ship, including K. T. Rama 
Rao, he claimed the party 
underperformed in munici-
pal corporations and alleged 
that BJP and BRS indirectly 
benefited each other in cer-
tain regions. 

BJP and BRS Misreading Municipal 
Verdict, Says MLC Addanki Dayakar

Mandalam S. Akhil Appointed KKC 
Greater Hyderabad Chairman

Hyderabad: Mandalam S.Akhil has been 
appointed as the Greater Hyderabad 
Chairman of the Telangana unit of the All 
India Unorganised Workers and 
Employees Congress (KKC).According to 
a statement issued by KKC Telangana 
State Chairman Kousal Sameer, the 
appointment was made following the rec-
ommendation of PCC Vice President and 
Sanathnagar Constituency Congress 
Incharge Dr. Kota Neelima. 
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'Students Have Bright Future with 
Higher Education,' Says Manakondur MLA 
Dr Kavvampally Satyanarayana
K a r i m n a g a r , 
February 14: 
Manakondur MLA 
Dr Kavvampally 
Satyanarayana has 
encouraged students 
to pursue higher edu-
cation, emphasizing 
that it serves as a bridge to a bright and successful future.
Speaking to the girls residing at the Social Welfare 
Department's hostel in Mahatmanagar, Timmapur mandal, 
on Saturday, the MLA motivated the students to focus on 
their upcoming Class 10 annual examinations. He under-
scored the importance of performing well in the crucial board 
exams as a stepping stone to higher studies.
"Higher education is like a bridge to the bright future of stu-
dents. Students must pass the crucial 10th annual examina-
tion with good marks," Dr Satyanarayana said. He advised 
the students to dedicate themselves fully to their studies, 
especially with only a few days remaining before the exams. 
"Students should make the most of these few days which have 
become very crucial. They need to study in a planned manner 
with proper understanding," he added.
The MLA suggested that students seek advice and guidance 
from their teachers to achieve better results. Addressing a 
common fear among students, he specifically spoke about 
Mathematics. "Chances of scoring high marks in Mathematics 
are high. But many students are afraid of it. Students should 
leave their fear and pay attention to the subject. If you prac-
tice with the principles, it is not difficult to pass in mathemat-
ics," he explained.In a bid to motivate the students further, Dr 
Kavvampally Satyanarayana announced an incentive. He 
promised to provide new clothes along with a cash reward to 
any student who secures the highest marks in the Class 10 
examinations. He urged all students to study hard and excel 
in their upcoming exams.

Kuravi Veerabhadra Swamy 
Shrine: A Fierce Abode of Power and 
Faith in Mahabubabad
District Correspondent
Mahabubabad, February 14: Nestled in the heart of 
Mahabubabad district, the ancient shrine of Sri Veerabhadra 
Swamy, alongside the self-manifested Kuravi Bhadrakali, 
stands as a timeless testament to faith, history, and divine 
power. Located just 9 kilometers from the district headquar-
ters, the temple in Kuravi Mandal attracts devotees not only 
from Telangana but from far and wide, seeking blessings and 
protection from evil forces.Bhairavadi Bhiracharyai: 
Satkritaya Mahatma।Bhaktanaam Paripalaya Veerabhadraya 
Mangalam।A Legacy Carved in Stone
The history of Kuravi dates back to 850 AD, when the 
Rashtrakuta king Bhima 
Raju, a feudatory of the 
Chalukyas, chose this city as 
his capital. The name 
'Kuravi' is believed to be 
derived from the local vege-
tation, referring to a gourd 
or a red fruit. Later, Betaraja 
I, the first independent 
Kakatiya king, further 
enhanced the region's gran-
deur by constructing a large 
tank adjacent to the city, 
cementing its importance as 
a historical and cultural hub.
The Fearsome Form of 
VeerabhadraThe presiding deity, Sri Veerabhadra Swamy, 
is a formidable sight. Facing west, the Lord is depicted with 
ten hands and three eyes, exuding a fierce and awe-inspir-
ing power. In his five right hands, he holds a sword, a tri-
dent, a flower, a mace, and a staff. In his five left hands, he 
carries a drum, a snake, a bow, an arrow, and a fist. This 
powerful imagery establishes him as the ultimate com-
mander, with all ghosts, demons, ganas, Sakini, Dhakini, 
and other malevolent forces under his absolute control. 
Rudraganas eternally serve him.For devotees, Sri 
Veerabhadra is the supreme protector in times of disaster 
and despair. It is believed that those who think of the Lord 
and serve Him with devotion shall never be afflicted by 
ghosts, evil spirits, or negative forces.
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KAPILESWARA ON KALPAVRIKSHA
The ongoing annual 
Brahmotsavam at Sri 
Kapileswara Swamy temple 
witnessed Sri Kapileswara 
riding Kalpavriksha 
Vahanam on Saturday.On the 
seventh day the deity in all 
His religious splendour 
blessed the devotees amidst 

grand devotional treat by the dance troupes in front of Vahanam.
Later Snapana Tirumanjanam was performed to the processional dei-
ties.Superintendent Sri Chandrasekhar and other temple staff were 
also present.

SURYA PRABHA VAHANA SEVA HELD

TIRUPATI, 14 FEBRUARY 
2026In scorching bright day-
light, Sri Kalyana 
Venkateswara as 
Srimannarayana glittered on 
the Suryaprabha vahanam on 
the seventh day as a part of the 
ongoing annual 
Brahmotsavams at Srinivasa 

Mangapuram on Saturday.Finely decked with orange ixora garlands, 
the divine charm of the utsava deity enhanced while the dance and 
bhajan troupes in front of the vahanam glorified the grandeur of 
Vahana Seva.Spl.Gr.DyEO Smt Varalakhsmi and other temple staff, 
devotees were also present.

Snapana Tirumanjanam 
Performed at SKVST 

TIRUPATI: As part of the Annual Brahmotsavams of Sri 
Kalyana Venkateswara Swamy, the sacred ritual of Snapana 
Tirumanjanam (holy bath) was performed with religious fer-
vour on Saturday at the Kalyana Mandapam of the temple.
The ritual was conducted from 10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon under 
the supervision of the Chief Priest Sri Balaji Rangacharyulu, 
following all scriptural procedures.
The programme commenced with Vishwaksena Aradhana, 
Punyahavachanam, Navakalasa Abhishekam and 
Rajopacharam. Later, rituals such as Chatra, Chamara, 
Vyajana, Darpanadi Naivedyam, Mukha Prakshalana and 
Dhupa Deepa Naivedyam were performed.
As part of Arghya Pada Nivedana, the deities were ceremoni-
ally bathed with milk, curd, honey, coconut water, turmeric 
and sandal paste. During the sacred ceremony, the temple 
priests recited hymns from Taittiriya Upanishad, Purusha 
Suktam, Sri Suktam, Bhu Suktam, Neela Suktam, Pancha 
Shanti mantras and selected Pasurams from Divya 
Prabandham.  On this occasion, the deities were adorned with 
seven varieties of garlands including lotus flowers, roses, lotus 
seeds, traditional flowers and tulasi, each offered during differ-
ent segments of the ritual. Temple Spl. Gr.Deputy EO Smt. 
Varalakshmi, AEO Sri Gopinath, Superintendent Sri 
Rajkumar, Temple Inspectors Sri Munikumar and Sri 
Dhanasekhar, temple priests and a large number of devotees 
participated in the ceremony.

gajavahana seva held in srisailam

Sports Instill Leadership Qualities: 
Collector Kumar Deepak.

Mancherial, Feb 14, TSIT :  District Collector Kumar Deepak 
said that sports help inculcate leadership qualities among 
youth. He attended the ongoing CM Cup 2025 district-level com-
petitions at the District Sports Authority ground along with 
District Youth and Sports Officer Gurrala Hanumantha Reddy 
and Minority Welfare Officer Neerati Rajeswari. Addressing 
the participants, the 
Collector said the govern-
ment is organising CM 
Cup competitions to iden-
tify hidden sporting tal-
ent from the grassroots 
level. He noted that 
sports promote physical 
and mental well-being, 
foster team spirit and 
teach the value of leadership. Victory and defeat are part of the 
game, he said, urging players to participate with true sports-
manship and perseverance. The district-level events are being 
conducted after completion of competitions at village, mandal 
and constituency levels. Winners will represent the district at 
the State-level tournaments. Around 400 athletes from 
Mancherial, Chennur and Bellampalli constituencies are par-
ticipating in disciplines including athletics, basketball, gymnas-
tics, roller skating, swimming, wrestling and cycling. The 
Collector appreciated the successful conduct of the events 
despite limited staff support during the election period and 
expressed hope that players from Telangana would win medals 
at the Olympics in future. He also highlighted employment 
opportunities available under the sports quota and advised ath-
letes to train with focus and dedication. Officials and represen-
tatives of various sports associations were present.

Khammam (TSIT): In a sig-
nificant political develop-
ment in Kothagudem 
Municipal Corporation, BRS 
and CPI have decided to join 
hands following a hung ver-
dict in the recent civic polls. 
The two parties have agreed 
to work together to secure 
the Mayor’s post, altering the 
local political landscape.

In the corporation elec-
tions, Congress won 22 seats, 
CPI 22, BRS 8, Independents 
6, BJP 1 and CPM 1, leaving 
no party with a clear majori-
ty. With the numbers evenly 
balanced, CPI emerged as a 
decisive force. BRS working 
president K. T. Rama Rao 
announced that if CPI extend-
ed support, the Mayor’s post 
would be given to the CPI.

Following a telephonic dis-
cussion with KTR, CPI state 
secretary Kunamneni 
Sambasiva Rao confirmed 
that the party had agreed to 
align with BRS to claim the 
Mayor’s chair. He said the 
decision was taken in the 
interest of public welfare and 
local development. Notably, 
CPI had contested the recent 
Assembly and Parliament 
elections in alliance with 
Congress. In this backdrop, 
the new understanding 
between CPI and BRS at the 
municipal level has sparked 
political debate. Political 
observers believe the alli-
ance could lay the ground-
work for new political 
realignments at the State 
level in the coming days.

CPI, BRS alliance in Kothagudem Ensure No Inconvenience to Devotees: SP Dr Shabarish Reviews Security 
at Kuravi Temple for Mahashivratri Jatara

Mahabubabad, February 14: In the 
lead-up to the annual Kuravi Jatara 
being held on the occasion of 
Mahashivratri, District 
Superintendent of Police Dr 
Shabarish visited the famous Sri 
Veerabhadra Swamy Temple on 
Saturday to review security and 
arrangements.
Upon arrival, the SP offered prayers 
and had darshan of the deity. 
Following this, he conducted a com-
prehensive review meeting with 
police officials and temple authori-
ties to assess the preparedness for the 
large influx of devotees expected dur-
ing the fair.
Stringent Security Measures in 
PlaceAddressing the media after the 
inspection, Dr Shabarish empha-

sized that strict security measures 
have been implemented to prevent 
any untoward incidents. "Continuous 
surveillance will be maintained in 
the temple premises and surround-
ing areas through CCTV cameras," 
he stated.
To manage the heavy rush of devo-
tees, the police have established spe-

cial queue lines and barricades, 
along with a clear guidance system. 
The SP assured that adequate park-
ing facilities have been arranged, and 
special traffic diversions are being 
implemented to prevent congestion 
and ensure a smooth flow of vehicles.
Focus on Women's Safety and Crime 
Prevention
Highlighting the commitment to dev-
otees' safety, Dr Shabarish revealed 
that 'She Teams' have been deployed 
specifically for the security of women 
and girls. Additionally, special police 
teams are on duty to prevent thefts 
and other anti-social activities. 
"Special surveillance has been set up 
to monitor the movements of suspi-
cious persons," he added.
Duty with Compassion

Sadashivpet, February 14: In 
an era where young children 
are often engrossed in mobile 
phones and video games, a 
four-year-old boy from 
Sadashivpet has moved the 
hearts of many by undertak-
ing a rigorous 41-day Shiva 
Deeksha and embarking on a 
pilgrimage to Srisailam.
Hariharan, the son of Shetty 
Vinod and Shwetha, observed 
the spiritual vow with strict 
discipline, chanting "Om 
Namah Shivaya" constantly 
and following the rules of the 
deeksha with unwavering 
obedience. On Saturday, car-
rying the sacred Irumudi on 
his head, the young devotee 
set out for the darshan of 
Lord Mallikarjuna at the 
Srisailam Mallikarjuna 
Swamy Temple, creating an 
atmosphere of devotion 
across the town.
Residents watched in awe as 

the child, with innocent 
chants and unwavering faith, 
walked his path of devotion. 
His journey answered a pro-
found question—"How heavy 
is the Irumudi before devo-
tion?"—not with words, but 
with determined steps, prov-
ing that mental strength out-
weighs physical strength, 
and faith matters more than 
age. At a time when concerns 
are often raised about fading 
values, Hariharan's Shiva 
Deeksha stands as a spiritual 
ray of hope. 
It reminds us of the crucial 
role parents play in shaping a 
child's character and how 
spirituality can be instilled 
from a very young age. This 
young devotee beautifully 
demonstrates that devotion 
cannot be measured by age—
and when faith is strong, 
even the weight of the 
Irumudi feels light.

 Four-Year-Old's 41-Day Shiva Deeksha and Pilgrimage 
to Srisailam Inspires Sadashivpet

Mancherial, Feb 14, TSIT: Applications 
are invited for Guest Lecturer posts at 
the Government Degree College, 
Bellampalli, in the subjects of Botany, 
English, Telugu, Commerce, 
Computer Science and Zoology. 
Eligible candidates are required to 
submit their applications on or before 
February 18 by 4 pm, Principal Dr. 
Kampalli Shankar said.
Candidates must have secured a mini-
mum of 55% marks in the relevant 
postgraduate subject (50% for SC/ST 
candidates). Preference will be given to 
Ph.D. holders. In the absence of Ph.D. 
candidates, those qualified in NET will 
be considered, followed by candidates 
with SET qualification. If no eligible 
candidates with these qualifications 
are available, applicants with a post-
graduate degree in the concerned sub-
ject will be considered. Teaching expe-
rience at the degree level will be given 
preference.Selected candidates will be 
paid Rs. 390 per period, with a maxi-
mum of four periods per day and up to 
72 periods per month, amounting to a 

maximum remuneration of Rs. 28,080 
per month. Applicants must submit 
copies of their academic certificates, 
including SSC, Intermediate, Degree, 
PG, Ph.D., NET/SET (if applicable), 
along with bonafide and conduct certifi-
cates, Aadhaar card and local certifi-
cate. Applications should be submitted 
at the college office. Interview details 
will be communicated through phone 
or WhatsApp. For further information, 
candidates may contact 9959269975.

Guest Lecturer Posts at Bellampalli 
Government Degree College.

CBIT hosts national-level 
Sudhee 2026 hackathon 
 

Hyderabad: Chaitanya 
Bharathi Institute of 
Technology (CBIT) successful-
ly conducted the national-lev-
el “Sudhee 2026” Hackathon 
at its Hyderabad campus, 
attracting 220 teams from var-
ious states. After online PPT 
screening, 70 teams were 
shortlisted for the final offline 
round.With a prize pool of 
₹60,000, the event featured 
domains including AI & 
Smart Systems, Digital & 
Immersive Technologies, IoT 
& Robotics, and GreenTech & 
Sustainability. Participants 
presented innovative solu-
tions before an expert panel of 
industry professionals and 
CBIT alumni.In AI & Smart 
Systems, Team Caffeine 
Coders (CBIT) and Green 
Genie (Jyothishmathi 
Institute of Technology) won 
top honors. 

 

My knees seemed to wobble, 
my heart was beating fast, 
and my palms were sweat-
ing. I was the newly elected 
Head Girl of the school, and 
I was to recite a poem. This 
was stage fright at its worst. 
To start the school assem-
bly, I had to recite a poem by 
Jaishankar Prasad or 
Sarojini Naidu. I started, but 
my mouth went dry and my 
mind went blank. I racked 
my brain for the elusive 
verse which I had learnt sev-
eral times the previous 
night, but all I sensed was a 
snigger echoing through the 
crowd. I ran to the class-
room and sobbed. I cried 
silently and bent my head in 
embarrassment.

Just then my class teach-
er entered the room. She 
had a very loving and pleas-
ing personality, but she was 
a no-nonsense teacher when 
it came to academics and 
extracurricular activities. 
She was stern and was 
respected by students and 
her colleagues. She put her 
hand on my head and said 
calmly, “Now try reciting 
the poem. Fear nothing.”

“Himadri tung shring se 
prabhuddha shuddha 
Bharati…” The verse flowed 
without a hiccup. “Now why 
don’t you go back to the 
audience and recite?” she 
said.I tried again, and my 
mind went blank. I strug-
gled; my lips went dry, tears 
rolled down my cheeks, and 
I stood silently in front of the 
audience. I didn’t know 
what was in store for me. I 
left for home with a heavy 
heart and cried inconsol-
ably, sleeping in my grand-
mother’s lap. On Sunday, I 
did not go out to play. No 
skipping, no kho-kho. I 
stayed in my room, though 
the weather was very pleas-

ant. I had decided that pub-
lic speaking was not my 
forte. But after prayers on 
Monday, my class teacher 
invited me to try reciting the 
poem again in front of the 
whole school. Strangely, the 
words flowed spontaneously 
without a hiccup. The entire 
assembly broke into thun-
derous applause. I had 
redeemed myself. There was 
no praise from my class 
teacher, as I had expected. 
Instead, she made me speak 
the entire week, and I had to 
come prepared with various 
topics. I had to prepare 
myself daily.

I ran to the small munici-
pal library near my house, 
and sometimes to the State 
Central Library. I prepared 
well in advance, making a 
lot of references and reading 
many books. After a few 
days, the topics were of my 
choice. I started borrowing 
books from the library. 
Reading became a habit.
What started as a battle 
within myself, a struggle 
with my emotions, ended in 
achievement. My writing 
and reading skills improved. 
I knew and believed in my 
strength of conviction, and 
this became evident in the 
delivery of my speeches. I 
started participating in 
inter-school and inter-state 
elocution competitions and 
began bringing trophies for 
the school.

Years later, I became a 
teacher myself. My class 
teacher’s teaching became 
invaluable to me. I sympa-
thized with my students 
when they were weak in a 
subject. I learned to appreci-
ate their courage in asking 
unusual questions and 
clearing their doubts. I 
accepted their mistakes as a 
part of learning, yet 
remained firm and never 
accepted shoddy work or 
shortcuts in their academ-
ics.My class teacher taught 
me to look beyond my initial 
failure. Can I ever forget 
that smiling yet stern face 
which helped me see my 
mirror image?

There is something 
beyond books and home-
work that schools and teach-

ers need to realize.In the 
past few years, particularly 
following the opening up of 
the Indian economy and the 
technological sea change, 
there has been growing 
awareness among school 
and college managements 
that examination success 
does not necessarily trans-
late into workplace success. 
There is a different approach 
required in the workplace 
which schools do not teach.

It requires something 
more than mugging up text-
books to be successful. The 
vital missing link in the edu-
cation process is the acquisi-
tion of life skills — capabili-
ties that prepare children to 
cope with life’s diverse chal-
lenges.The skills that need 
to be nurtured help children 
tackle failure, relationships, 
sexuality, exam fears, rejec-
tion, peer pressure, and 
stress — problems that can 
severely affect their lives. 
United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), the Paris-
based transnational organi-
zation committed to chil-
dren’s rights, survival, 
development, and protec-
tion, has declared life skills 
an integral component of 
quality education.

Somewhat belatedly, edu-
cationists, especially in 
urban schools across the 
subcontinent, have become 
acutely aware that teaching 
life and soft skills to stu-
dents is as important as 
developing academic capa-
bility for professional and 
personal success.The corpo-
rate world today prefers 
candidates who are not only 
good academically but also 
possess soft skills, decision-
making ability, good man-
ners, communication, and 
interpersonal skills. This 
saves the industry time and 
money, as these qualities 
increase productivity. If 
these characteristics are 
missing, companies end up 
spending time and money 
training the candidate.Is it 
not time that our schools 
think beyond textbooks?

 Lata Jain is Social 
worker Advocate and 

Journalist

 My knees seemed to wobble, my heart was beating fast, 
and my palms were sweating. I was the newly elected 

Head Girl of the school, and I was to recite a poem. This 
was stage fright at its worst.

 Lata Jain 

Hyderabad: On the 
occasion of the Congress 
party securing control 
of Aleru Municipality, 
State Women’s 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani met Aler 
MLA, Government 
Whip and DCC 
President Beerla Ilaiah 
and conveyed her heart-
felt congratulations.

Shobharani extended 
her best wishes to 
Beerla Ilaiah and appreci-
ated his leadership and 
continuous efforts in 
strengthening the party 
at the grassroots level. 
She said the municipal 

victory reflects the grow-
ing trust of people in the 
Congress party’s gover-
nance and welfare-orient-
ed approach.Speaking on 
the occasion, she noted 

that coordinated team-
work by party leaders, 
cadre, and supporters 
played a key role in 
achieving the win. She 
expressed confidence that 
the municipality would 
witness faster develop-
ment and improved civic 
services under Congress 
leadership.

Beerla Ilaiah thanked 
her for the wishes and 
reiterated his commit-
ment to work for the over-
all development of Aleru 
and the welfare of all sec-
tions of society. Party 
leaders and local repre-
sentatives were also pres-
ent during the meeting.

State Women’s Corporation Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani Congratulates MLA & Government Whip 

Beerla Ilaiah on Congress Victory 

Hyderabad: PCC 
Vice President and 
Congress Party 
Incharge of 
S a n a t h n a g a r 
C o n s t i t u e n c y , 
Dr.Kota Neelima, 
participated in the 
Sant Sevalal 
Maharaj Jayanti celebra-
tions organized at Bapu 
Nagar in the SR Nagar 
Division on Saturday.The 
event was conducted under 
the leadership of Ravi 
Kiran, Balu Naik, and 
Tarun Jadhav, drawing 

participation from local 
residents, community 
leaders, and Congress 
party workers.
As part of the celebrations, 
Dr. Neelima paid floral 
tributes to the portrait of 
Sant Sevalal Maharaj and 
remembered his contribu-

tions as a revered spiri-
tual leader and social 
reformer. Addressing the 
gathering, she said Sant 
Sevalal Maharaj’s teach-
ings continue to inspire 
society and promote 
unity, service, and moral 
values.

She highlighted that his 
legacy remains a source of 
pride for the nation and 
noted that the Congress 
government is committed 
to the welfare, empower-
ment, and development of 
tribal communities.

Dr.Kota Neelima Attends Sant Sevalal 
Maharaj Jayanti Celebrations

Lotus Blossoms in Mahabubabad: BJP Opens Account 
with Sridevi Malothu's Landslide Victory in Ward 26

Mahabubabad, February 
14: In a significant politi-
cal development, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has made its pres-
ence felt in the 
Mahabubabad municipal 
elections, with candidate 
Sridevi Malothu securing 
a resounding victory in 
Ward 26. This win marks 
the party's first-ever seat 
in the district headquar-
ters municipality, infusing new enthusi-
asm among the cadre.
Fierce Contest Yields Historic Win
While the primary battle for the 36 wards 
in the district headquarters was largely 
contested between the Congress and BRS, 
BJP's Sridevi Malothu carved her own path 

to victory in Ward 26. She 
secured a total of 472 votes, 
defeating her rivals with a 
comfortable margin. From 
the initial stages of counting, 
she maintained a steady lead, 
culminating in her declara-
tion as the winner by election 
officials, who handed her the 
victory certificate.
Festive Atmosphere in Party 
Ranks
The BJP candidate's win trig-

gered celebrations among party workers 
and leaders across Mahabubabad town. 
Bursting firecrackers and distributing 
sweets, they expressed joy at opening the 
party's account in the district headquar-
ters, viewing it as an auspicious sign for 
future political endeavors.
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Hyderabad: Telangana Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
attended the cradle (Uyala) 
ceremony of the granddaugh-
ter of Ramagundam MLA Raj 
Thakur and conveyed his 
heartfelt blessings to the new-
born.Chief Minister partici-
pated in the family function 

held in 
Ramagundam and 
spent time with 
the family mem-
bers and well-
wishers. On the 
occasion, he 
blessed the child 
and wished the 
family happiness, 
good health, and 

prosperity.Local public rep-
resentatives, party leaders, 
and supporters were present 
at the ceremony. The visit 
drew warm response from 
attendees, who expressed 
happiness over the Chief 
Minister’s presence at the 
auspicious event.

CM Revanth Attends Cradle 
Ceremony in Ramagundam

Hyderabad: TPCC 
President and MLC 
Mahesh Kumar Goud 
extended heartfelt greet-
ings to all Telugu people 
on the occasion of Maha 
Shivratri.In a statement, 
he conveyed warm wishes 
to devotees celebrating the 
sacred festival and prayed 
that Lord Shiva’s blessings 
bring peace, prosperity, 
and well-being into the 
lives of people.

He said Maha Shivratri, 
marked by fasting, night-
long vigil, and 
Rudrabhishekam rituals, 
inspires people to cleanse 

negative thoughts and 
move forward with noble 
intentions and discipline.

Describing Lord Shiva 
as a symbol of equality and 
tolerance, Mahesh Kumar 
Goud called upon people to 
practice values that 

strengthen social harmo-
ny and unity. He noted 
that love and mutual 
respect are especially 
important in the present 
times and said the mes-
sage of Shivratri reinforc-
es these ideals.

He also urged youth to 
respect spiritual and cul-
tural traditions and take 
the lead in social service. 
Wishing that every fami-
ly is filled with happiness 
and that devotees’ prayers 
are fulfilled, he once again 
conveyed Maha Shivratri 
greetings to all Telugu 
people.

TPCC President Mahesh Kumar Goud 
Extends Maha Shivratri Greetings 

NOTA emerges key factor in Mahabubabad polls
 
Mahabubabad, February 13:‘None of the Above’ (NOTA) votes turned decisive in 
the Mahabubabad municipal elections, influencing results in several wards. In 
many divisions, the margin between winners and runners-up was just 10–20 
votes, while NOTA secured nearly the same number.

Hyderabad, February 14, 2026: In 
response to a growing yet often 
overlooked health crisis among 
urban children, Medicover 
Women and Child Hospitals has 
launched a dedicated Growth and 
Childhood Obesity Clinic in the 
Twin Cities. The initiative aims to 
address the dual challenges of poor 
growth velocity and early-onset 
obesity through early detection, 
prevention, and structured medi-
cal intervention.

India's urban landscape is wit-
nessing a silent health paradox. 
Studies indicate that nearly 
20–25% of school-going children in 
cities are either overweight or 
obese, while a significant propor-
tion experience stunted growth 
due to nutritional, hormonal, or 
lifestyle factors. Doctors warn that 
if left unaddressed, these condi-
tions can lead to long-term meta-
bolic, cardiovascular, and psycho-
social complications.

Inauguration and Expert 
Insights

The clinic was inaugurated in 
the presence of senior child health 
experts, with Dr Usha Rani T, 
President-Elect of IAP Twin Cities, 
serving as the Chief Guest. 
Highlighting the urgency of the 
issue, she stated, "We are increas-
ingly seeing children grow heavier 
but not taller. Regular growth 
monitoring, BMI tracking, and 
timely nutritional correction must 
become routine. Pediatricians, 
parents, and schools need to work 
together to build healthier habits 
from early childhood and prevent 
future disease."

Dr Ravinder Reddy Parige, 

Head of Department and Program 
Lead at Medicover, explained the 
clinical vision behind the initia-
tive. "Short stature or excess 
weight is often dismissed as a tem-
porary phase. In reality, these can 
be early warning signs. This clinic 
offers standardized growth chart-
ing, obesity risk assessment, meta-
bolic screening, and clear referral 
pathways so that timely and appro-
priate intervention is possible."

A Multidisciplinary Approach
The clinic brings together pedi-

atric and endocrine specialists to 
provide comprehensive care. Dr 
Janardhan Reddy emphasized the 
importance of routine pediatric 
surveillance, stating, "Tracking 
height, weight, BMI, and develop-
mental milestones during routine 
check-ups helps us detect early 
deviations and correct them with 
simple measures such as diet guid-
ance, activity planning, and medi-
cal support when needed."

From a family and lifestyle per-
spective, Dr Swathy T stressed the 
role of daily habits in prevention. 
"Reducing ultra-processed foods, 
increasing physical play, improv-
ing sleep hygiene, and limiting 
screen time are crucial. 
Continuous parental counseling 
and follow-up are key to achieving 
sustainable results."

Dr Madhu Mohan added a sur-
gical and preventive perspective, 
noting, "When growth or weight 
issues are identified early, chil-
dren can often avoid complex med-
ical or surgical interventions later 
in life. Preventive care plays a 
vital role in long-term child health 
outcomes."

Medicover launches childhood 
obesity clinic in Hyderabad

Former Minister Singireddy Niranjan Reddy 
who paid tributes to the body

 
Wanaparthy:Narayanadas Raju of Ward 2 
of Wanaparthy town breathed his last on 
Friday. Former minister at his residence on 
Saturday. Singireddy Niranjan Reddy went 
and offered floral tributes to the body. Later, 
they expressed their deepest condolences to 
their families. The former minister was 
accompanied by leaders, Lakshmaiah, 
Vakiti Sridhar, Palusa Ramesh Goud, 
Pendem Kurumurthy Yadav, Venu Gopal, 
Grantham Paramjyoti, Venkatasagar, Erra Sheenu, Neela Sami, Surender, 
Ghulam Qader, Prabhu, Star Rahim, Syed Jameel, Dega. Maheshwar, Hemant 
Mudiraj, Zoheb Hussain, Gowda Naik, Chityala Ramu, Vande Koti Shiva 
Kurumurthy and others participated.
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Azerbaijan has suddenly discovered minority rights and concerns, only not those of
minority communities in its territory, but in India.
On February 3, it allowed the Pakistani Embassy in Azerbaijan to hold an event
marking Kashmir Solidarity Day, with the country's ambassador to Baku, Qasim
Mohiuddin, attending alongside diplomatic staff and media representatives. As
usual, wild allegations were made against India, with the ambassador reaffirming
Pakistan's "unwavering moral, diplomatic, and political support for the Kashmiri
people and their right to self-determination".

Hosting Khalistani Representatives
While such "Kashmir Days" have become routine, this year, it was preceded by yet
another event - a conference organised by a group calling itself the Baku Initiative
Group (BIG) on (lack of) minority rights in India. This was actually a euphemism for
driving the Khalistani narrative. In attendance were representatives of different
Khalistani organisations, such as the Sikh Federation International (SFI), as well as
the Minority Affairs Minister from Pakistan, Ramesh Singh Arora, whom the
Azerbaijani press falsely introduced as a Minister from India's Punjab province.
Doing away with all pretences, the conference openly called for international sup-
port for the establishment of a separate Khalistani state. A booklet titled The
Khalistan Movement: Past Roots, Global Dimensions and Modern Landscape was
also released.

An Absurd Move
The very act of hosting such a conference in Baku is so ridiculous that it evokes
more amusement than concern. After all, Azerbaijan is no paragon of liberty and
pluralism. It is an autocratic state where power remains controlled by a single fami-
ly. It neither allows dissent, freedom of expression, nor a free press. It has no opposi-
tion, and critics of the government are routinely rounded up and silenced. The presi-
dential and parliamentary elections in February and September, respectively, failed
to meet standards for a free and fair vote. International observers found them
"marked by the stifling of critical voices" and "devoid of competition".
Take, for instance, the fact that in 2024, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe resolved not to ratify the credentials of the Azerbaijani delegation, con-
cluding that the country has "not fulfilled major commitments" stemming from its
joining the Council of Europe 20 years ago. "Very serious concerns remain as to
[Azerbaijan's] ability to conduct free and fair elections, the separation of powers, the
weakness of its legislature vis-à-vis the executive, the independence of the judiciary
and respect for human rights, as illustrated by numerous judgments of the European
Court of Human Rights and opinions of the Venice Commission," the Assembly said
in a resolution. Baku also stands charged with war crimes in Nagorno-Karabakh,
which it wrested from Armenian control during the 2020 war. It is accused of com-
mitting ethnic cleansing in the enclave - all very serious allegations. These are just
some examples of the country's track record.
Why, then, does it want to highlight "discrimination " elsewhere, especially in a
functioning and vibrant democracy like India? The immediate temptation is to say
that it is a good way to defect from Baku's own deficiencies.

What Even Is 'BIG'?
The antecedents of the Baku Initiative Group are just as dubious. It appeared only in
2023 as a platform to ostensibly counter "colonialism" and neo-colonialism, but so far
has trained its guns only on France, and now India - two countries that pursue close
relations with Armenia, an arch-rival of Azerbaijan. The group has accused France
of continuing to colonise New Caledonia, forcing the indigenous Kanak population
into displacement. As for India, over the past few years, it has deepened cooperation
with Armenia, including in defence. At the time of writing this piece, the Indian
Chief of Defence Staff, General Anil Chauhan, was on a visit to Yerevan. In spite of
its many defence partnerships, including with NATO-member Turkey, Azerbaijan
has been very apprehensive of India's engagement with Armenia.

A nation that once ruled half the
world is now struggling to rule itself.
A country that produced leaders, such
as Winston Churchill and Margaret
Thatcher, today finds itself engulfed
in a deeply damaging leadership cri-
sis. The impression one gets is that
the political class has failed its people,
institutions are losing public trust,
and the country appears to be drifting.
In this dark and anarchic political cli-
mate, the United Kingdom is being led
by a prime minister whose most
recent approval ratings suggest that
just about 18% of Britons view him
favourably, while roughly 75% view
him unfavourably. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer and his governing
Labour Party would possibly lose if a
general election were held today.
This, after returning to power with a
decisive majority in June 2024. To be
honest, Britain's Labour Party today
appears leaderless. And the world is
watching.
For months, Starmer's leadership has
appeared brittle, weakened by U-
turns, defined by risk aversion and a
growing disconnect between
Downing Street and Labour's parlia-
mentary ranks.

Mandelson, A Monumental Mistake
The immediate trigger, however, is
the fallout from the Jeffrey Epstein-
linked revelations involving Peter
Mandelson, the prime minister's con-
troversial pick as Britain's ambassa-
dor to the United States. The dis-
graced figure of Mandelson must be
haunting Keir Starmer, as the release
of emails detailing the depth of
Mandelson's association with the con-
victed sex offender has sent shock-
waves through Westminster. The
prime minister's chief adviser has
already resigned. A growing number
of governing Labour MPs are openly
calling for Starmer himself to step
down. Others are waiting -- calculat-
ing, plotting, watching -- ready to
strike at what they believe is the right
moment. The prime minister may
have survived, at least for now but his
authority stands eroded. Yes, he still
wears the crown, but like
Shakespeare's Macbeth, the title
hangs loose, the emperor has no
clothes and Westminster can no
longer pretend otherwise.

Defiance Rings Hollow
Despite the upheaval in the party,
Keir Starmer has so far been defiant.
Speaking at a community centre (in

Hertfordshire) this week, he declared
he would "never walk away from the
country that I love." He cast himself as
a fighter for those "held back by a sys-
tem that doesn't work," invoked his
working-class roots, and insisted he
would lead Labour into the next gen-
eral election. The rhetoric was famil-
iar. Resolute words delivered against
an increasingly fragile political reali-
ty. Even as Starmer spoke, senior fig-
ures in his own party were uncon-
vinced. Scottish Labour leader Anas
Sarwar publicly called for his resigna-
tion, citing "too many mistakes" in
Downing Street. Others stayed silent,
a silence that spoke just as loudly. For
now, Starmer has survived.
Unsurprisingly, opposition figures
have seized the moment.
Conservative leaders have bluntly
declared that Labour has "lost confi-
dence in Keir Starmer" and that his
departure is now a question of "when,
not if". Coming from a party still
recovering from its own implosions,
the charge carries an uncomfortable
weight. Starmer's deeper problem is
not the opposition's attack, but his
own party's exhaustion. Labour is
restless but unprepared. Angry, but
not organised.
That helps explain why an outright
rebellion has yet to materialise. There
is no obvious successor waiting in the
wings. Alternative names are circu-
lating. Angela Rayner, Rachel Reeves,
Wes Streeting. But each comes with
baggage or insufficient support. The
party's predicament mirrors Britain's
wider mood: tired of drift, fearful of

chaos, and paralysed by the absence
of convincing alternatives.

Watch Out For Shabana Mahmood
It is in this vacuum that Shabana
Mahmood's name has entered the con-
versation. Mahmood, the current
home minister (Home Secretary), is a
steady, institutional figure rather
than a charismatic disruptor. Born in
Birmingham with family roots in
PoK, she was educated at Oxford and
trained as a barrister. Since entering
Parliament in 2010, she has built a rep-
utation as a competent administrator,
avoiding factional theatrics in favour
of delivery and discipline.
For Indian audiences, the signifi-
cance is obvious. If Shabana
Mahmood were to become prime min-
ister, it would mark another historic
moment after Rishi Sunak - a British
Muslim woman of South Asian origin
leading the UK. The uncomfortable
question will be: how will the India-
UK relations pan out under her? Her
India policy might almost certainly be
driven less by identity and more by
British strategic interests. India today
is central to the UK's post-Brexit trade
ambitions and technology and
defence partnerships. Any British
prime minister would be constrained
- and incentivised - to maintain stable
ties with New Delhi.
That said, doesn't perception matter
in diplomacy? Shabana Mahmood's
background would inevitably draw
scrutiny in India, particularly given
sensitivities around Kashmir. India,
on its part, will have to deal with her.

The Indian government is unlikely to
expect bias, but it would watch early
signals closely: her engagement with
Indian leadership and continuity on
treating Kashmir as a bilateral India-
Pakistan issue. Will Mahmood keep
personal identity separate from state
policy?

The Kashmir angle
Also, there is a domestic British
dimension that India will watch care-
fully. Shabana Mahmood's rise would
place a politician with deep roots in
Britain's Muslim and South Asian
communities at the centre of power at
a time when Labour is struggling to
balance its electoral coalitions.
Within the party, voices sympathetic
to Kashmir and human rights in India
have grown louder in recent years. As
prime minister, Mahmood would be
under pressure to manage these inter-
nal dynamics while preventing them
from spilling into foreign policy. How
firmly she draws that line would be
closely studied in New Delhi.

Survival Sans Authority
For now, Keir Starmer has bought
time, but heads sans party loyalty. His
authority rests on temporary endorse-
ments and managed optics, not gen-
uine confidence. That he did so is
being framed by his allies as a politi-
cal recovery. In truth, it was a rescue
operation. The turning point came
when Deputy Prime Minister David
Lammy posted a carefully worded
message on X, urging respect for
Starmer's "massive mandate".

It has been over two months since the
foundation stone for the Babri Masjid
replica was laid at Beldanga in West
Bengal's Murshidabad, and the politi-
cal landscape has changed consider-
ably since then. Humayun Kabir, the
suspended Trinamool Congress MLA
who went on to found the Janata
Unnayan Party (JUP), was seen as a
rising political force, but his influ-
ence appears to have waned consider-
ably just weeks before the Bengal
Assembly elections. On Thursday,
the JUP chief led a 22-km 'Babri
Yatra' from the Palashi (or Plassey)
Monument to Beldanga. Kabir, who
had drawn lakhs during the
December 6 foundation event, was
accompanied by only a few hundred
supporters. Only 10,000 people had
gathered even during the brick-lay-
ing event, which marked the begin-
ning of the construction of the replica
of the Babri mosque, on Wednesday.
The launch of his party, on December
22, had drawn crowds more interest-
ed in the proposed mosque than in his
political platform, and the trend
appears to have only intensified since
then. Ali Rahaman, who joined the
'Babri Yatra', told NDTV, "We have
come from Bankura. It is a big day for
us. This masjid is a big step for Islam
and it is important because the Babri
Masjid was demolished. But politics
is different from this. We Muslims
are supporting this because of its reli-
gious significance and not for poli-
tics." BJP's Campaign Hurting Kabir?
Kabir continues to say he intends to
play "kingmaker" in the upcoming
Assembly elections and is prepared
to back the BJP if it helps keep the
Trinamool out of power. Ironically,
however, it is the BJP's campaign -
with its focus on infiltration,
Trinamool chief Mamata Banerjee's
"appeasement" of Muslims and her
"vote-bank" politics - which may be
hurting the JUP chief. In the West
Bengal Assembly, BJP MLA
Agnimitra Pal recently said, "Madam
Banerjee is spending a lot of money
on madrassas, but only terrorists are
being produced in them. No engi-

neers or physicians are being pro-
duced at all. Thus, by providing fund-
ing to madrassas, West Bengal is
inciting terrorism." In both
Murshidabad and Malda, Muslim-
majority districts in which Kabir is
hoping his fledgling party will do
well, this approach by the BJP has
made Muslims uneasy. Mamata
Banerjee is also using this politically
by attending every Muslim gathering
and accusing the BJP of using
Humayun Kabir to try to split the
Muslim vote. Banerjee's approach is
seen to be working, with Muslims
now leaning more towards the chief
minister and the Trinamool
Congress. Kabir may still have some
influence in his hometown of
Beldanga at most, but even that is no
longer a cakewalk. Several Muslim
Trinamool leaders in the area are
actually happy Kabir is no longer
there, because their political signifi-
cance has increased significantly,
and they are putting in more effort to

make the party victorious. Other
Challenges Banerjee is now banking
on Hariharpur MLA Niamot Sheikh
to take on Kabir in Murshidabad, and
he seems to be getting along well with
all the other Muslim leaders. The JUP
chief has also been somewhat under-
mined by corruption charges against
his family members as well as action
against them. Days before the con-
struction of the Babri replica was to
begin, several properties of Kabir's
close relatives were ordered to be
seized by the Union Finance
Ministry under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. Another front on which
Kabir is not getting traction is his
attempts to tie up with the Indian
Secular Front, which has its head-
quarters in south Bengal. No deci-
sion has been taken on seat-sharing
and, sources said, the party does not
want to see Kabir do well because it
believes it is the true representative
of Muslims in the state.

Scripted Posts, Late-Night Calls: How A
'Rescue Op' Saved UK PM Starmer's Job

After 'Babri Masjid' High, Humayun
Kabir's Waning Influence in West Bengal

— Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Some beliefs become so
deeply ingrained in society
that they are accepted as
truth beyond question. "A
teacher's job is the most com-
fortable"—this statement is
one such social belief, one
that people often repeat with-
out stopping to consider the
profound lack of understand-
ing and neglect that lies
behind it. The life of a female
teacher is the most powerful,
yet least heard, counterpoint
to this notion. A female
teacher's day begins not with
the sound of an alarm, but
with a list of responsibilities.
While the rest of the family is
still asleep, she's making tea,
packing lunches, waking up
the children, and ensuring
nothing is left unfinished in
the kitchen. For her, morn-
ing preparation isn't just
about getting herself ready,
but about getting the entire
house "ready." She then
leaves the house with her
professional face, but her
worries don't stop at the
door. Whether the gas is
turned off, whether the
geyser is switched off—these
questions follow her even in
the crowded bus or auto-
rickshaw. As soon as she
arrives at school, she is
expected to completely trans-
form into an "ideal teacher."
Her domestic fatigue, per-
sonal conflicts, and emotion-
al pressure—all of which
must be left at the school
gate. There, she must smile,
remain composed, patiently
answer children's questions,
and appear composed in
every situation. This emo-
tional labor, which is not
counted on pay slips or eval-
uations, is the heaviest and

most invisible part of her
job. Ironically, even within
schools, claims of equality
often prove unfulfilled. Free
periods, which should be
considered a time for relax-
ation and self-development,
often become a time for
stacks of notebooks, record
files, and additional respon-
sibilities for female teachers.
On the other hand, this same
time becomes an opportuni-
ty for informal discussions,
tea, or relaxation for many
male colleagues. This differ-
ence is not recorded in any
written rules, but is deeply
ingrained in practice. When
she returns home in the

evening, her second shift
begins. She's no longer a
teacher, but a cook, a care-
giver, a manager, and a prob-
lem solver. With a backpack
slung over her shoulder and
bags of vegetables in her
hands, she's expected to
show no trace of fatigue.
Because if you see fatigue,
the taunt is ready – “I told
you, you won't be able to do
it.” The most painful
moment comes when she
tries to put her burden into
words. "If it's so difficult,
why don't you quit your job?"
This sentence may sound
simple, but it conceals a pro-
found devaluation of a

woman's education, ambi-
tion, and self-respect. It's
assumed that her job is a
choice, a hobby she can give
up if she wishes. It's forgot-
ten that her degrees—M.A.,
B.Ed., and the nights and
nights she's put in—are not
mere decorations, but part of
her very being and identity.
Equally important is the
question: will a woman's
higher education still be
seen as limited to a "good
marriage" and "cultured
children"? Are her intellec-
tual abilities and profession-
al contributions only valu-
able insofar as they do not
conflict with family expecta-
tions? These questions are
not just for teachers, but for
society as a whole. In today's
economic realities, a female
teacher's job is no luxury.
Amid rising inflation, EMIs,
children's school fees, and
health expenses—her salary
has become the backbone of
her family. She doesn't work
to escape her home, but
rather to ensure her home
runs with dignity and stabil-
ity. Despite this, her earn-
ings are often belittled as
“auxiliary income,” as if her
contributions are optional.
Her struggles are no less on
an emotional level. In her
attempt to make time for
everyone, she compromises
most with herself. Her chil-
dren's projects, her students'
notebooks, her family's
needs, and societal expecta-
tions—in the midst of all
this, her own dreams, her
fatigue, and her desires take
a back seat. The gray hairs
reflected in the mirror and
the dark circles under her
eyes remind her that the pur-
suit of perfection has dis-
tanced her from herself.

TEACHER STANDING BETWEEN
STUDENTS AND STOVE

editorial
Azerbaijan's Anti-India

Jabs Are Growing
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New Delhi, February 14: In 
continuation of its "52 reforms in 
52 weeks" initiative for 2026, the 
Indian Railways has approved 
two significant reforms aimed at 
enhancing passenger comfort 
and revolutionizing cargo logis-
tics. Union Minister for 
Railways, Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
announced the measures on 
Saturday, emphasizing that 
reforms are a continuous pro-
cess aimed at improving opera-
tional efficiency and customer 
experience.

Reform 1: End-to-End 
Continuous Cleaning with Focus 
on General Coaches

In a historic first, the national 
transporter has integrated the 
cleaning of general class coaches 
into its mainstream mainte-
nance system. Moving away 
from the earlier "Clean Train 
Station" concept—which con-
fined thorough cleaning to select 
stations—the new model ensures 
continuous cleaning from a 
train's origin to its destination.

"Toilets, garbage bins, cabin 
interiors, water availability, and 
minor electrical or mechanical 
defects such as lights going out 
will be addressed continuously 
during the journey," Shri 
Vaishnaw stated, highlighting 
the objective of a "significantly 
improved travel environment."

Under the new system, a sin-
gle, technology-enabled profes-
sional agency will handle inte-

grated services, including linen 
management and cleaning, 
which were previously frag-
mented across multiple vendors. 
A key feature of the reform is the 
deployment of staff from 
reserved coaches into general 
coaches at designated stations to 
ensure uniform cleanliness stan-
dards.To ensure accountability, 
the reform includes the creation 
of "war room" control centers 
equipped with AI-enabled moni-
toring. Artificial intelligence 
will generate and analyze imag-
es of cleaning activities to verify 
standards, with strict action 
mandated for non-compliance. 
Route-specific multi-tasking 
teams will also be formed to han-
dle minor mechanical and elec-
trical repairs alongside cleaning 
duties.

The first phase of the rollout, 
scheduled over the next six 
months, has identified approxi-
mately 80 long-distance and 
high-footfall trains across vari-
ous zones. The Railways aims to 
extend the reform to all trains 
within three years.

Reform 2: Boosting Logistics 
with Over 500 Gati Shakti Cargo 
Terminals

Building on the success of the 
2022 Gati Shakti Cargo Terminal 
(GCT) policy, the second reform 
seeks to fundamentally trans-
form the freight ecosystem. The 
policy, which previously 
reduced approval times from 

years to months, has now been 
substantially enhanced follow-
ing stakeholder consultations.

The Ministry plans to expand 
the number of terminals from 
the current 124 to more than 500 
over the next five years. The 
most transformative change is 
the introduction of "cargo plus 
processing" hubs, allowing val-
ue-added activities like cement 
grinding, food grain processing, 
and stuffing/destuffing to occur 
within terminal premises. This 
integration removes logistical 
barriers and is expected to 
attract additional traffic to the 
railways.

Other key features include the 
development of underutilized 
goods sheds, migration of legacy 
sidings to the GCT framework, 
and optional maintenance of 
short connecting stretches by 
Railways to improve safety. To 
prevent disputes, a new frame-
work mandates monthly joint 
meetings between developers 
and railway officials, reducing 
litigation.

Further streamlining the pro-
cess, standard layouts have been 
introduced, granting automatic 
approvals for applicants adopt-
ing these designs. Contract ten-
ure for terminals and cargo facil-
ities has been extended from 35 
to 50 years, encouraging long-
term investment.

Shri Vaishnaw estimated that 
the reform could generate 
approximately ₹30,000 crore in 
additional revenue over three 
years. Citing the success of 
recent changes in cement trans-
portation, he noted that bulk 
cement movement by rail has 
more than doubled, with costs 
reducing by up to 30% in regions 
like Jammu & Kashmir and 
nearly half in Mizoram, while 
also curbing pollution.

"Reforms are not one-time 
events but a continuous pro-
cess," the Minister concluded, 
asserting that Indian Railways is 
on track to becoming a global 
leader in both passenger service 
and cargo logistics.

Railways Rolls Out Two Major Reforms: Continuous Cleaning in 
General Coaches and Expansion of Gati Shakti Cargo Terminals

17-Year-Old's Rare Congenital Kidney 
Anomaly Detected and Successfully Treated 

After Road Accident at KIMS ICON

V i s a k h a p a t n a m , 
February 14, 2026: In a 
remarkable medical feat, 
doctors at KIMS ICON 
Hospital, Visakhapatnam, 
have successfully treated a 
17-year-old boy who sus-
tained a rare and complex 
kidney injury following a 
road accident, which also 
led to the discovery of an 
even rarer congenital 
anomaly.

The patient, Palle 
Ravichandra Kumar from 
the Anakapalli region, was 
admitted to the hospital 
with complaints of abdom-
inal pain after being 
involved in a road traffic 
accident. While initial 
assessment pointed to 
trauma, detailed evalua-
tion using advanced imag-
ing techniques revealed a 
much more complex 
underlying condition.

Doctors diagnosed a 
Pelvi-Ureteric Junction 
(PUJ) avulsion—a com-
plete and traumatic dis-
connection between the 
renal pelvis (where urine 
collects) and the ureter 
(the tube that carries urine 
to the bladder). 
Compounding the rarity of 
the case, this severe injury 
occurred in a duplex kid-
ney, a congenital condi-

tion where a single kidney 
has two separate urinary 
drainage systems instead 
of one.

Medical literature indi-
cates that PUJ avulsion 
from blunt trauma is 
extremely uncommon. Its 
occurrence in a kidney 
with a duplex system is 
considered exceptionally 
rare. Adding to the clinical 
intrigue, no other abdomi-
nal organs were injured in 
the accident, making the 
isolated urinary tract inju-
ry even more unusual.

"The presence of a 
duplex kidney demanded 
extreme precision during 
the procedure," explained 
the lead surgeon, Dr. 
Sandeep Maheshwar 
Reddy Kallam, Consultant 
Urologist, Laparoscopic 

Uro-Oncologist and 
Andrologist at KIMS ICON 
Hospital. He was assisted 
by Dr. Murali Krishna and 
Dr. Siva Sai Bharadwaj in 
the delicate operation.

Given the complexity of 
the injury and the patient's 
altered anatomy, the medi-
cal team opted for immedi-
ate surgical intervention. 
The team performed a deli-
cate reconstructive sur-
gery aimed at restoring 
urinary flow while pre-
serving the maximum pos-
sible kidney function.

The intricate procedure 
was a success. The patient 
responded well to treat-
ment, recovered steadily 
without complications, 
and has since been dis-
charged from the hospital 
in stable condition.

LIET Hyderabad and Malaysia's IIUM 
Join Forces to Boost International 
Academic Exchange and Research

Hyderabad, February 14, 
2026: In a significant step 
towards global academic 
collaboration, the Lords 
Institute of Engineering 
and Technology (LIET), 
Hyderabad, has formalized 
a partnership with the 
International Islamic 
University Malaysia 
(IIUM). A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was 
signed between the two 
institutions in early 
February 2026 at the IIUM 
Gombak Campus in 
Malaysia.

IIUM, a leading public 
university in Malaysia, is 
recognized among the top 
institutions in the QS 
Global Rankings. With a 
student population of near-
ly 40,000, it holds a strong 
reputation for academic 
and research excellence on 
the international stage.

The newly signed MoU is 
designed to foster a wide 
range of collaborative 
activities, including joint 
research initiatives, co-
authored academic publi-
cations, and structured stu-
dent and faculty exchange 

programmes. A key objec-
tive of the partnership is to 
promote greater cross-cul-
tural academic engage-
ment and strengthen 
industry–academia linkag-
es at the international 
level, providing students 
and researchers from both 
institutions with broader 
global exposure.

This agreement formal-
izes a relationship that has 
been steadily growing over 
the past two years. During 
this period, nearly 40 stu-
dents from LIET have com-
pleted international intern-
ships at IIUM, underscor-
ing the existing synergy 
and the potential for deeper 
cooperation.

The memorandum was 
formally signed by Mr. 
Syed Touseef Ahmed, Vice 
Chairman of LIET, 
Hyderabad, and Mr. 
Ahmad Faris bin Ismail, 
Deputy Director of IIUM, 
Malaysia. The signing reaf-
firms the commitment of 
both institutions to sus-
tained academic coopera-
tion and their shared 
vision of fostering global 

Kautilya School of Public Policy to Host 
National Conference on 'The Dynamics of 

False Cases' in August
Hyderabad, February 14, 

2026: The Kautilya School of 
Public Policy (KSPP) at 
GITAM Deemed to be 
University is set to organize 
a two-day National 
Conference titled "The 
Dynamics of False Cases" 
on August 21–22, 2026, at its 
Hyderabad campus. The 
conference aims to critical-
ly examine the multifaceted 
discourse surrounding alle-
gations termed "false cases," 
with a focus on gender, law 
enforcement practices, and 
public perceptions.

The event seeks to bring 
together a diverse group of 
stakeholders, including 
academics, legal practitio-
ners, policymakers, and 
civil society experts. The 
objective is to foster an evi-
dence-based dialogue on the 
misuse-of-law narrative, 
exploring its historical con-
text, empirical data, and its 
broader implications for 
the justice system and soci-
ety at large. The conference 
also encourages compara-
tive insights from other 
jurisdictions to enrich the 
discussion.

Key Dates and 
Submission Guidelines

The conference secretari-
at has announced a detailed 
schedule for paper submis-
sions. Interested partici-
pants are required to sub-
mit abstracts by February 
20, 2026. The selection of 
abstracts will be intimated 

on February 28, followed by 

online presentations of 
selected abstracts sched-
uled between March 5 and 
14.Final acceptance of 
abstracts will be confirmed 
by March 20, 2026. Selected 
presenters must submit 
draft papers by May 15, 
2026, with feedback to be 
provided by June 15. The 
deadline for submitting 
revised papers is August 1, 
2026.The conference will be 
conducted in a hybrid 

mode, with in-person par-

ticipation mandatory for 
presenters based in India. 
International scholars will 
have the option to partici-
pate online. Academics and 
researchers interested in 
contributing are encour-
aged to send their abstracts 
to conference@kspp.edu.in. 
Further details regarding 
the conference will be 
shared with registered par-
ticipants through the same 
email address.

Hyderabad: In a remark-

able medical achievement, 
doctors at CARE Hospitals, 
Hitech City, have success-
fully managed a high-risk 
IVF pregnancy complicated 
by severe rheumatic heart 
disease, ensuring the safe 
delivery of both mother and 
baby—an outcome consid-
ered extremely challenging 
in medical practice.

Ms. Shalini (name 
changed), a 47-year-old 
woman, arrived at the 
emergency department at 
31 weeks and 3 days of preg-
nancy with severe breath-
lessness and a persistent 
cough for two days that did 
not respond to routine med-
ication. The pregnancy was 
an unbooked IVF concep-
tion, further complicated by 
a previous Caesarean sec-
tion, beta-thalassemia trait, 
and hypothyroidism, plac-
ing her in an exceptionally 
high-risk category. 
Suspecting an underlying 
cardiac condition based on 
her symptoms, doctors per-
formed a 2D echocardio-

gram, which confirmed 

Chronic Rheumatic Heart 
Disease (CRHD) with severe 
mitral stenosis, along with 
mild involvement of other 
heart valves and pulmo-
nary arterial hypertension. 
According to the WHO clas-
sification, this condition 
falls under Class IV, where 
pregnancy carries an 
extremely high risk of 
maternal complications 
and is generally considered 
contraindicated.

The patient was immedi-
ately shifted to critical care 
and stabilized with inten-
sive medical management, 
including diuretics, heart-
rate-controlling medica-
tion, and blood transfu-
sions. A dedicated multidis-
ciplinary team comprising 
cardiologists, obstetricians, 
anaesthesiologists, inten-
sivists, and neonatologists 
worked together to careful-
ly balance maternal safety 
while prolonging the preg-
nancy to improve fetal out-
comes.Despite the gravity 
of her condition, the preg-

nancy was successfully con-

tinued from 31 to nearly 35 
weeks under close monitor-
ing. Steroids were adminis-
tered to aid fetal lung matu-
rity, and fetal heart rate was 
monitored regularly.

After meticulous plan-
ning and informed consent, 
an elective Lower Segment 
Caesarean Section (LSCS) 
was performed at 34 weeks 
and 4 days under combined 
spinal and epidural anes-
thesia to minimize cardiac 
stress. The surgery was 
uneventful.

The baby was born pre-
term but stable, cried imme-
diately after birth, and was 
monitored in the NICU for 
4–5 days before being dis-
charged in good health. The 
mother remained hemody-
namically stable through-
out the peri-operative peri-
od and was monitored in 
the SICU and ICCU before 
being shifted to the ward. 
The patient has now recov-
ered well and is being dis-
charged with detailed fol-
low-up advice.

47-Year-Old IVF Mother with Life-Threatening Heart 
Disease Delivers Safely at CARE Hospitals, Hitech City

 DRDO Chairman Dr Samir V Kamat Conferred 
Honoris Causa by SRM University-AP

Amaravati, February 14, 
2026: In recognition of his 
pioneering contributions 
to defence research and 
technological innovation, 
SRM University-AP con-
ferred the prestigious 
Honoris Causa degree 
upon Dr Samir V Kamat, 
Secretary of the 
Department of Defence 
R&D and Chairman of the 
Defence Research and 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Organisation (DRDO), at a 
Special Convocation held 
at the university campus.

Dr Kamat was honoured 
for his transformative 
leadership that has pro-
pelled India's indigenous 
defence capabilities to new 
frontiers, including break-
through advancements in 

missile systems, aerospace 
platforms, unmanned 
technologies, and next-
generation materials, sig-
nificantly contributing to 
the vision of Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat.

Accepting the honour, 
Dr Kamat expressed his 
appreciation for the insti-

tution, stating, "SRM 
University-AP marked a 
niche for itself by provid-
ing transformational 
learning experience to its 
students and scholars." 
He highlighted DRDO's 
ongoing efforts to 
enhance intellectual capi-
tal through the establish-

ment of five new laborato-
ries and 15 new DRDO 
centres focused on under-
water and space aware-
ness. He encouraged 
young talent from nation-
al universities to contrib-
ute towards indigenous 
defence technology and 
strategic foresight, posi-

tioning India as a global 
leader.

The degree was con-
ferred in the august pres-
ence of Chief Guest Shri 
Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
Hon'ble Minister of State 
for Law & Justice and 
Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs, 
Government of India. 
Addressing the graduat-
ing students, the Union 
Minister remarked, 
"Increase your strength, 
minimise your weak-
ness, see the opportunity 
and convert that to your 
success." He under-
scored the pivotal role of 
the young generation in 
transitioning India from 
a developing to a devel-
oped nation.

Hyderabad, Feb 14 (TSIT): 
“Maha Sivaratri, the night 
of wakefulness signifies as 
the Night of Awakening.  It 
is one of the most impor-
tant festivals for the mil-
lions of devotees of the 
most compassionate god 
‘Lord Shiva’,” said 
Governor Jishnu Dev 
Varma. Extending the 
greetings and wishes to 
the people of Telangana 
State on the eve of Maha 
Sivaratri festival, 
Governor remarked that 
the Maha Sivaratri com-
memorates overcoming 
darkness and ignorance in 
life and the world and Lord 
Shiva will bestow happi-
ness and prosperity on 
those who worship him on 

this day.  “May this auspi-
cious occasion inspire 
noble thoughts of love, 
affection, amity, and 
brotherhood in all of us,” 
he added.

Governor greets on 
Maha Sivaratri    

Call to remove 
sarpanch over Sewalal 

statue theft
Rashtriya 
Gor Sena 
Manukota 
d i s t r i c t 
president 
S u r e s h 
R a t h o d 
demanded strict action 
over the alleged theft of a 
statue of Sewalal Maharaj 
in Warangal. He sought 
the immediate removal 
and arrest of the con-
cerned sarpanch.The idol 
was reportedly stolen 
from a temple on 
Rangashayapet Main 
Road on February 9 and 
later recovered the same 
night after a complaint 
was filed at Mamunur 
police station. Rathod 
alleged involvement of 
local leaders and warned 
of statewide protests if 
action is not taken.
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Keep your brain active to stay mentally 
sharp, advises neurologist

Mumbai, Feb 14: In an 
age where daily life is 
increasingly automated, 
experts are urging peo-
ple not to neglect one of 
the most vital organs — 
the brain.

While physical exer-
cise is widely promoted, 
neurologists stress that 
the brain too requires 
regular stimulation to 
remain sharp and resil-
ient. According to Dr 
Vivek Kumar, Principal 
Director, Neurology at 
Max Super Speciality 
Hospital, mental exer-
cise plays a crucial role 
in maintaining cogni-
tive health and slowing 
age-related decline.

“Engaging in puzzles, 
Sudoku, learning new 
skills or hobbies, and 
practicing mindfulness 
can significantly 
improve memory, atten-
tion and emotional regu-
lation,” he said.

Dr Kumar explained 
that the brain, like any 
other organ, can become 
less efficient if not regu-
larly challenged. 
Activities such as learn-
ing a new language, 
playing a musical 
instrument, reading 

thoughtfully or partici-
pating in meaningful 
conversations help build 
new neural connections 
and strengthen mental 
agility.

Highlighting the 
impact of modern digital 
habits, Dr Kumar cau-
tioned against chronic 
multitasking. He noted 
that frequent task-
switching can reduce 
efficiency by up to 40%, 
increase stress levels 
and contribute to burn-
out.

Citing data from the 

American Psychological 
Association, he said 
nearly 40% of adults reg-
ularly multitask on digi-
tal devices, leading to 
lower productivity and 
heightened stress. 
Chronic multitaskers 
often struggle with 
working memory and 
filtering irrelevant 
information, resulting 
in mental fatigue.

Meditation shows 
measurable benefits

Dr Kumar also under-
lined the proven bene-
fits of meditation and 

mindfulness practices. 
These techniques, 
including breathing 
exercises and quiet 
reflection, help reduce 
cortisol levels, lower 
blood pressure, ease 
anxiety and enhance 
cognitive functions.

Research indicates 
that such practices may 
also assist individuals 
in managing depression, 
chronic pain and even 
symptoms linked to 
withdrawal from sub-
stances like nicotine and 
alcohol. The neurologist 

advised people to seek 
attention if they notice 
early signs of cognitive 
decline, including:

• Memory loss affect-
ing daily life

• Poor judgment and
decision-making

• Reduced initiative or
spontaneity

• Confusion about
dates or locations

• Taking longer to
complete routine tasks

• Repeating questions
frequently

• Misplacing items
often

• Noticeable mood or
personality changes

Dr Kumar recom-
mended three simple 
habits to maintain brain 
health:

• Solve puzzles such as
Sudoku

• Learn new skills or
hobbies

• Increase social inter-
action

Experts emphasise 
that just as consistent 
physical workouts 
strengthen the body, 
regular mental stimula-
tion is essential to pre-
serve focus, memory 
and emotional balance 
in the long run.

Twice-yearly injections may transform
 hypertension treatment, says Lancet review
New Delhi, Feb 14: The 
way high blood pressure is 
treated could soon witness 
its biggest shift in decades, 
with long-acting injectable 
therapies promising con-
trol with just two doses a 
year instead of daily pills.

A recent review pub-
lished in The Lancet high-
lights how these emerging 
treatments, now in late-
stage clinical trials, could 
redefine hypertension 
care. Despite the availabil-
ity of effective oral medi-
cines for years, global 
blood pressure control 
remains poor, largely due 
to poor adherence, weak 
health systems and long-
term treatment fatigue.

Hypertension remains 
the leading cause of heart 
attacks, strokes and pre-
mature deaths worldwide. 
The World Health 
Organization defines it as 
blood pressure at or above 
140 mm Hg systolic and/or 
90 mm Hg diastolic, while 
normal levels are below 
120/80 mm Hg.

Globally, an estimated 
1.4 billion adults aged 30 to 
79 live with hypertension, 
with nearly 44 per cent 
unaware of their condi-
tion. Among those diag-
nosed, fewer than one in 
four have their blood pres-

sure under control.
India mirrors the crisis. 

The Indian Council of 
Medical Research-INDIAB 
study in 2023 estimated 
that 315 million Indians, or 
35.5 per cent of the popula-
tion, have hypertension. 
Data from National Family 
Health Survey-5 showed 
that nearly half of hyper-
tensive men and over a 
third of hypertensive 
women in the country do 
not have adequate control.

For decades, treatment 
has relied on combina-
tions of daily oral drugs 
such as ACE inhibitors, 
angiotensin receptor 
blockers, calcium channel 
blockers and thiazide 
diuretics. While effective 
in theory, adherence 
remains a major chal-
lenge, especially as 
many patients also man-
age diabetes, obesity or 
cholesterol disorders 
requiring multiple medi-
cations.

New long-acting 
injectables aim to 
address this gap by tar-
geting upstream molecu-
lar pathways that drive 
hypertension. One 
promising approach 
involves small interfer-
ing RNA agents that sup-
press angiotensinogen 

production in the liver, 
thereby dampening the 
renin–angiotensin system 
central to blood pressure 
regulation. Zilebesiran, 
developed by Roche 
Pharma and Alnylam, is 
currently in global phase 3 
trials.Another candidate, 
ziltivekimab by Novo 
Nordisk, targets inflam-
matory pathways linked to 
cardiovascular risk, aim-
ing to reduce both blood 
pressure and broader vas-
cular damage.
Researchers are also 
exploring therapies that 
more precisely regulate 
aldosterone, a hormone 
that increases blood vol-
ume and pressure. 

Newborn kidnapped from 
Tiruchy government hospital 
rescued within hours

Tamil Nadu to conduct 
synchronized bird census 
on February 14, 15

TIRUCHY: A newborn baby boy 
who was kidnapped from a gov-
ernment hospital in 
Tiruchirappalli was safely res-
cued within five hours, police said 
on Saturday, according to a Daily 
Thanthi report. The incident 
occurred at the Tiruchy 
Government Hospital, where 
Sukanya, wife of Vignesh from 
Thuraiyur, had delivered a baby 
boy on February 11. A woman 
who introduced herself as 
Meenakshi befriended Sukanya 
while staying in the same ward 
and offered assistance during her 
hospital stay.On Tuesday morn-
ing, Meenakshi took the baby 
from Sukanya, claiming she 
would get the child vaccinated, 
while Sukanya’s relative had 
briefly stepped out. When the 
woman failed to return, the fami-
ly searched the hospital and later 
lodged a police complaint. Based 
on CCTV footage, police identified 
the suspect and formed a special 
team, which traced and rescued 
the baby from Dharmampatti 
after about five hours. The child 
was found unharmed and reunit-
ed with the family.Meenakshi 
was arrested and later told police 
that she had taken the baby as she 
longed to have a child. The inci-
dent triggered concern among 
patients and staff at the hospital.

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu 
Forest Department will conduct a 
synchronised terrestrial bird cen-
sus across all forest divisions on 
February 14 and 15, 2026, to bridge 
data gaps during the early phase 
of the migratory season and 
strengthen baseline information 
on terrestrial bird populations. 
According to a press release 
issued on Friday, the terrestrial 
bird census was carried out across 
all 38 districts, covering 1,093 ter-
restrial sites between March 15 
and 16 last year. A total of 401 bird 
species, including migratory and 
resident populations, were record-
ed, with the overall count estimat-
ed at 2.3 lakh birds. For the 2026 
exercise, the census will be con-
ducted at a minimum of 25 loca-
tions in each forest division using 
the line transect method, with 
each transect measuring 2 km. 
Both direct count and acoustic 
survey methods will be employed 
to ensure comprehensive docu-
mentation of bird species across 
varied habitats. The synchronised 
exercise is expected to generate 
robust scientific data to support 
long-term monitoring and conser-
vation planning across the State.

After Salem meet swipe, AIADMK 
accuses Vijay of lack of political clarity
CHENNAI: The AIADMK 
on Saturday launched a 
sharp counterattack 
against TVK leader Vijay, 
accusing him of lacking 
political clarity and 
attempting to build a 
party without ideological 
grounding, after the 
actor-turned-politician 
criticised both Dravidian 
majors at an executive 
meeting in Salem.

In a strongly-worded 
statement, the AIADMK 
IT wing alleged that Vijay 
was “borrowing leaders” 
from other parties and 
pasting “stickers without 
political history or under-
standing.” The party fur-
ther claimed that TVK 
was recruiting individu-
als who had been expelled 
from other political out-
fits and running its affairs 
through WhatsApp 
groups in the name of 
party organisation.

Taking a dig at Vijay’s 
corruption remarks, the 
AIADMK also questioned 
whether selling first-day, 
first-show cinema tickets 
for 2,000 did not amount 
to “looting.”

The IT wing further 
criticised Vijay’s recent 
social media post in 
which he suggested that 
governance under the 
DMK had become “out of 
control” and rhetorically 
asked how someone 
mounting a horse could 

suddenly become “origi-
nal.” The rebuttal came 
after Vijay, addressing 
TVK executives in Salem 
on Friday, amid height-
ened election activity in 
Tamil Nadu, dismissed 
criticism that his party 
lacked political experi-
ence ahead of the upcom-
ing Assembly polls.

“They say TVK has no 
experience. What is your 
experience?” Vijay asked, 
in an apparent swipe at 
both the DMK and the 

AIADMK.
Referring to the legacy 

of former leaders such as 
C.N. Annadurai, M.G.
Ramachandran and J.
Jayalalithaa, he 
remarked, “Your experi-
ence is forgetting Anna
and MGR. MGR forgot
Jayalalithaa — is that
your experience?"

“Yes, we don’t have 
experience. We have no 
experience in looting. 
Even if we try, it won’t 
come to us,” he said, 
accusing the Dravidian 
parties of corruption and 
misgovernance. With alli-
ance talks and seat-shar-
ing negotiations gaining 
momentum ahead of the 
2026 Assembly elections, 
the exchange signals an 
intensifying political bat-
tle between established 
Dravidian forces and 
Vijay’s emerging politi-
cal outfit.

Can’t evict me from 
politics: Ramadoss

VILLUPURAM: PMK 
founder S Ramadoss has 
alleged that a group of 
individuals expelled from 
the party are attempting to 
force him out of politics 
through the propagation of 
false narratives, in a veiled 
attack on estranged son 
Anbumani Ramadoss, 
asserting that he would 
defeat those attempts.

Speaking to reporters at 
his Thailapuram resi-
dence on Thursday,the 
veteran leader claimed 
that this faction has been 
consistently relying on 
falsehoods to undermine 
his leadership and the par-
ty’s interests ahead of the 
2026Assembly elections.

He further alleged that 
these individuals have 
been targeting him and 
senior leader G K Mani 
with “abusive language “.

The Pattali Makkal 
Katchi(PMK) founder also 
raised concerns regarding 
the Election Commission 
of India’s handling of the 
party’s Mango symbol.

He claimed that the poll 
body had sent communi-
cations to his estranged 
son Anbumani 
Ramadoss’s address 
despite a Delhi High Court 
observation that leader-
ship disputes should be 

settled in a competent 
court. Ramadoss stated 
that the party is currently 
in the process of discuss-
ing potential alliances for 
the upcoming state elec-
tions, and a final decision 
will be made public soon. 
The veteran leader assert-
ed that he would continue 
to fight against those 
attempting to weaken the 
party through misinfor-
mation.

Tamil Nadu inks pact with US 
firm to boost computing R&D

CHENNAI: The State gov-
ernment inked a deal with 
the USA-based KLA 
Corporation to set up a 
research and development 
centre and an innovation 
centre. Under the MoU, an 
assured investment of Rs 
3,510 Crore over the next 

10 years will create 4,000 
top-class job opportunities.
In a statement, the govern-
ment said that a subsid-
iary of KLA Corporation, 
KLA India, will create an 
R&D facility spanning 12 
acres in Chennai. As part 

of this new initiative, KLA 
India will focus on R&D for 
High-performance com-
puting, Engineering soft-
ware, and computing tech-
nology.KLA Corporation 
is providing technological 
solutions to the rapidly 
growing sector of the tech-
nological world. 

The leading company 
provides research and 
development services to 
chip manufacturers 
worldwide. The Tamil 
Nadu government is tar-
geting a one-trillion-dollar 
economy in the state by 
2030. Achieving this tar-
get, the government is 
attracting not only tradi-
tional sectors but also 
sunrise sectors.At an 
MoU signing event, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanithi Stalin, 
Minister for Industries 
TRB Rajaa, and Secretary 
to the department V 
Arunroy participated.

In a statement, the gov-
ernment said that a sub-

sidiary of KLA 
Corporation, KLA India, 

will create an R&D 
facility spanning 12 

acres in Chennai

Inter state iridium scam: 6 held for posing as RBI 
officials, conning victims of over Rs 5 cr

CHENNAI: The Crime Branch CID 
of Tamil Nadu has successfully 
dismantled an inter-state gang 
involved in an elaborate Iridium 
trading scam. The gang, which spe-
cialiSed in impersonating senior 
officials of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), has been cheating vic-
tims across the country.  The 
breakthrough came following a 
complaint from a resident of 
Coimbatore, who was defrauded of 
Rs 3 crore. According to the inves-
tigation, the accused initially 
posed as businessmen dealing in 
Iridium trade.

The victim was falsely told that 
several crores of rupees were lying 
deposited with the RBI and would 
be released upon the payment of Rs 
10 lakh as ‘processing charges’ for 

clearing the files. Fraudsters 
assured him that the funds would 
be credited within two months.

After the initial payment was 
made, he was taken to New Delhi, 
where he was introduced to indi-
viduals impersonating officials 
from the Foreign Exchange 
Department of the RBI. They wore 
fake RBI identity cards, conducted 
a fake ‘official interview’, collected 
the victim’s biometric finger-

prints, and issued forged docu-
ments such as credit advices and 
dispatch orders to gain the his 
trust.Subsequently, additional 
sums of money were extorted from 
the victim under various pretexts, 
including claims that payments 
were required to expedite the 
release of funds by senior RBI offi-
cials. Following the complaint, a 
case was registered at the 
Krishnagiri CBCID unit for offenc-

es including cheating, criminal 
conspiracy, impersonation of RBI 
officials, and forgery using the 
name and emblem of the central 
bank.

In a coordinated operation con-
ducted on February 9 and 10 this 
year, six special teams led by 
Inspectors and comprising 25 
police personnel apprehended the 
accused. The arrests were made 
with the assistance of local police 
in their respective states. The 
arrested individuals have been 
identified as: Sonu Kumar Dubey 
(Bihar), Aashish Kumar (Bihar), 
Gopal Sekar (Bihar), George 
Thomas (Telangana), Gulshan 
Darad (Jharkhand) and Srinivasan 
(Karnataka) All accused have been 
remanded to judicial custody. 

Classroom unsafe, college moves 
classes under a tree

C H E N G A L P A T T U : 
While Gautama Buddha 
is said to have received 
enlightenment while sit-
ting under a tree, more 
than 200 students of a 
government college in 
Chengalpattu are 
lamenting the lack of a 
proper classroom, forc-
ing them to attend class-
es under a tree for over a 
month.Students in the 
Political Science depart-
ment, particularly first-
year students, at 

Rajeswari Vedachalam 
Government Arts 
College, fumed that 
their education has 
been disrupted due to 
the acute shortage of 
safe classroom facilities 
They also claimed that 
the classroom allotted to 
first-year students was 
closed after it became 
unsafe following rain 
damage. With no perma-
nent alternative provid-
ed, classes were shifted 
to Anna Hall.

Kudos to CM Stalin for welfare, GSDP fine 
balance, hails Selvaperunthagai

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Congress Committee 
(TNCC) president K 
Selvaperunthagai on 
Friday praised Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, stat-
ing that the DMK govern-
ment has fulfilled 90 per 
cent of its 2021 Assembly 
election promises and 
continues to implement sev-
eral landmark welfare 
schemes, including the Rs 
5,000 aid to women.He noted 
that under the Kalaignar 
Magalir Urimai Thogai 

scheme, Rs 1,000 per month is 
being provided to eligible 
women, and an advance 
amount of Rs 5,000 covering 
February, March and April 
assistance, along with a spe-
cial summer package, has 

been credited to the bank 
accounts of 1.31 crore 
women beneficiaries.
Highlighting Tamil 
Nadu's economic growth, 
he said the State's Gross 
State Domestic Product 
has reached Rs 31.19 lakh 
crore, with per capita 
income rising to Rs 3.61 

lakh, significantly higher 
than the national average of 
Rs1.96 lakh.He also pointed 
out that the State has attract-
ed Rs 11 lakh crore in invest-
ments between 2021 and 2025.
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NOIDA, India, Feb 14, 2026
— HCLTech. a leading glob-
al technology company,
today announced the
launch of an enhanced ver-
sion of its Fluid Contact
Center solution in collabo-
ration with Cisco.
The solution features Al
and cloud-enabled capabili-
ties to help enterprises
transform customer
engagement. It combines
Cisco's Al—powered and
cloud—based Webex
Contact Center platform
with HCLTech's expertise
in Contact Center as a
Service (CCaaS) transfor-
mation to enable enterpris-
es to adopt Al and GenAl—
driven features that
enhance service respon-
siveness and operational
efficiency. The solution
includes multilingual vir-
tual agents, conversational
IVR, agent—assist tools,
analytics, proactive moni-
toring and industry—spe-
cific use cases. Built for

flexibility and easy integra-
tion, Fluid Contact Center
supports guided migration
to CCaaS, simplifies tech-
nology adoption and pro-
vides end—to—end experi-
ence assurance to help
enterprises significantly
improve service delivery
and enhance customer sat-
isfaction.
”As the contact center land-
scape is evolving rapidly,
from reactive support to
proactive and now predic-
tive engagement, GenAl
and cloud-native architec-
tures are redefining what
exceptional customer expe-
rience looks like,“ said
Gurpreet Singh Kohli,
Executive Vice President
and Head of Networks and
Contact Center Business
Unit at HCLTech.”Our col-
laboration with Cisco, a
trusted partner for more
than three decades, is
focused on reshaping cus-
tomer journeys and deliver-
ing transformative CX out-

comes together'’ ”At Cisco,
we are committed to
empowering our partners
to deliver innovative solu-
tions that elevate customer
experience,“ said Shannon
Leininger, Vice President
of Global Partner Sales at
Cisco. ”By combining
Cisco's Al-powered Webex
Contact Center with
HCLTech's Al and GenAl
expertise, we are enabling
enterprises to deliver
smarter, more personalized
engagement and set a new
benchmark for modern
contact center innovation.“
HCLTech and Cisco share

a strategic relationship
spanning over 30 years
across multiple Cisco tech-
nology architectures,
including engineering, IT
and customer experience
(CX)— supporting clients
in more than 60 countries.
Learn more about the
HCLTech—Cisco alliance:
httDS://www.hcltech.com/
cloud/cisco. 

HCLTECH AND CISCO LAUNCH
AI-POWERED FLUID CONTACT

CENTER SOLUTION
A fire at an oil refinery in
Cuba has been brought
under control quickly, as the
country faces a deepening
fuel crisis. Black smoke
clouds could be seen billow-
ing from the Ñico López
Refinery in the capital,
Havana, on Friday. No-one
was injured and an investi-
gation into the blaze has
been established, Cuba's
energy ministry said in a
post on X. The fire occurred
close to where two oil
tankers had been moored in
Havana Bay. A fuel shortage
in Cuba has been worsened
by the US blocking oil ship-
ments from Venezuela, a
long-standing ally in the
region, to the island.
Venezuela was previously
believed to have sent it
around 35,000 barrels of oil a
day before the US military
captured former president
Nicolás Maduro in a raid on
the Venezuelan capital,
Caracas, on 3 January. The
US also confiscated
Venezuelan oil tankers, cut-
ting off key supplies of fuel to
Cuba, and pledged new tar-
iffs on countries that sell oil
to Cuba. US President
Donald Trump has urged
Cuban leaders to "make a
deal" or face unspecified con-
sequences, after flows of oil
and money from Venezuela

were cut off. Electricity cuts
have impacted hospital
emergency wards, dialysis
patients and pumping sta-
tions amid the latest supply
shortfalls. Cuba also has a
shortage of aviation fuel,
leading several airlines to
suspend services to the
Caribbean island nation,
while some countries,
including the UK, have
warned against non-essen-
tial travel there.
"Authorities have intro-
duced fuel rationing, scaled
back public services, and
made temporary changes to
healthcare, education, trans-
port and tourism operations
to conserve severely limited

energy supplies," the UK
Foreign Office warned
recently. As the oil embargo
continues to make life and
access to essentials difficult
in Cuba, two Mexican ships
carrying 800 tonnes of
humanitarian aid arrived in
Havana Bay on Thursday.
United Nations human
rights experts have
described Washington's
restrictions on Cuba's oil
imports as an "extreme form
of unilateral economic coer-
cion". UN human rights
chief Volker Türk said he
was "extremely concerned"
about the worsening crisis in
Cuba. The US and Cuba have
had a strained relationship

since the communist Fidel
Castro overthrew a US-
backed government in 1959.
US economic and trade
embargoes on Cuba have
been in place since 1960.
While steps were taken to
improve diplomatic rela-
tions, particularly under for-
mer US President Barack
Obama, the Trump adminis-
tration has reversed many of
these moves. Over the past
year there has been a big rise
in the number of oil tankers
and other commercial ships
being abandoned around the
world by their owners. What
is causing the spike? And
what is the human impact on
the affected merchant

sailors? Ivan (not his real
name), spoke to me last
month from an oil tanker
that lies abandoned outside
the territorial waters of
China. He is a senior deck
officer. "We had a shortage of
meat, grain, fish, simple
things for survival," said the
Russian officer. "It's affected
our health and our opera-
tional atmosphere. "The
crew was hungry, the crew
was angry, and we tried to
survive only day-by-day."
The ship, which we are not
naming to protect Ivan, is
loaded with nearly 750,000
barrels of Russian crude oil
with a nominal value of
around $50m (£37m). It had
set sail from Russia's Far East
for China in early November.
It was reported abandoned in
December, by global trade
union organisation the
International Transport
Workers' Federation (ITF),
after the crew said they had
not been paid for months. The
vessel remains in internation-
al waters. Such is the level of
scrutiny surrounding it that
China is understood to be
unwilling to allow it into port.
However, the ITF has inter-
vened to get Ivan and his col-
leagues paid up to December,
and arranged for food, drink-
ing water and other essentials
to be sent to the ship. 

OIL REFINERY BLAZE HITS
CUBAAS FUEL CRISIS DEEPENS

Mumbai: Gold remains
the most trusted invest-
ment for young Indians
despite growing access to
modern financial prod-
ucts, with 62 per cent of
respondents choosing the
metal as the first choice
for investment, according
to a survey. The survey
also revealed that 66.7 per
cent of respondents stated
that gold purchases are
largely their personal
decisions, and nearly 62
per cent stated that their
most recent gold pur-
chase was below 5 grams,
indicating the changing
nature of how the Gen Z
and Millennials look at
gold.
The Smytten PulseAI sur-
vey, conducted with 5,000
consumers aged between
18 and 39, captured how
tradition-led buying is
steadily giving way to a
more individual, logic-
driven approach.
According to the survey,

61.9 per cent of respon-
dents would choose gold if
they had Rs 25,000 to
invest today, far ahead of

mutual funds (16.6 per
cent), fixed deposits (13
per cent), stocks (6.6 per
cent) and crypto (1.9 per
cent).
During times of economic
uncertainty, 65.7 per cent
said gold feels like the
safest option compared to
bank savings, mutual
funds or equities, it stat-
ed.
These findings underline
gold’s enduring role as
the financial fallback
across both Gen Z and
Millennials.
The survey pointed to a

clear move away from

large, infrequent pur-
chases toward lighter,
more regular buying, as
61.9 per cent of recent pur-
chases were below 5
grams, with 27.5 per cent
buying less than 2 grams
and 34.4 per cent buying
between 2 and 5 grams.
For many first-time buy-
ers, entry into gold is no
longer limited to wed-
dings. Nearly 24 per cent
said their first gold pur-
chase was triggered by
their first salary or per-
sonal income, while 23.9
per cent cited an invest-
ment decision. 

62 pc Gen Z and Millennials continue
to back gold as safest investment bet

Inflation in the US cooled
last month as prices for ener-
gy and used cars fell. The
consumer price index rose
by 2.4% over the 12 months
to January, the Department
of Labor said. That was
down from 2.7% in the prior
month and marked the slow-
est pace since May. The
retreat could add fuel to
arguments by US President
Donald Trump and others
that the central bank was in
a position to cut interest
rates without stoking a new
flare-up in prices. But some
analysts have warned that
further progress toward the
Federal Reserve's 2% target
could stall in the months
ahead if companies start to
pass on the costs of tariffs
more fully to consumers or if
labour shortages push up
prices for services.  For now,
analysts said there were lim-
ited signs of any impact from
tariffs, as prices for com-
modities, stripping out food
and energy, held steady last
month. Neil Birrell, chief
investment officer at
Premier Miton Investors,
said the effects of tariffs
remained uncertain, and

noted other data quirks that
could be affecting January's
figures. But he said the
January report was likely to
"ease the path towards a cut
in rates sooner rather than
later". "The US economy
looks to be in fine fettle with
growth strong, inflation sta-
ble, the job market looking
firmer and a Fed that has
room to manoeuvre," he
added. The White House,
which has been facing politi-
cal pressure over Trump's
handling of the economy,
was quick to celebrate the

report, the latest to deliver
good news on the state of the
American economy. The US
economy was "unbeliev-
able", Trump told reporters
at the White House on
Friday, adding that "we right
now have the hottest coun-
try anywhere in the world".
Job growth last month was
also stronger than expected,
the Department of Labor
reported earlier this week.
"President Trump has
defeated Joe Biden's infla-
tion crisis," the White House
said in a statement, adding

that the economy would "tur-
bocharge even further" if the
Federal Reserve made "long-
overdue" interest rate cuts.
Markets, 
which had a muted reaction
to the inflation report, cur-
rently expect the Fed to cut
rates in June. Atakan
Bakiskan, a US economist at
investment bank Berenberg,
said recent job and inflation
data meant "the year could
not have started on a better
footing for Fed officials". But
he cautioned the bank was
not fully in the clear. "We

lean toward the view that,
sooner rather than later,
labour shortages will exert
enough upward pressure on
wage growth such that serv-
ices inflation will not come
down enough for inflation to
return to Fed's 2% target - a
goal the Fed has now missed
for 59 months – but hey,
who's counting?" Prices for
personal services, such as
dry cleaning and haircuts,
rose 1.6% from December to
January, and were up near-
ly 7% from a year ago.
January was also marked by
jumps in prices for ciga-
rettes, airfares and music
streaming subscriptions.
But for many items, price
inflation was more moder-
ate. Rents rose 0.2% from
December to January, cool-
ing from a 0.4% pace in the
previous month. Prices for
used cars and trucks
dropped 1.8%, while energy
prices slipped 1.5% over the
month. Price rises also
slowed for key grocery sta-
ples. Steak prices, for exam-
ple, dropped more than 2%
from December to January,
though they are up nearly
13% from a year ago. 

Inflation eases in US as prices for used cars fall

New Delhi: Artificial
intelligence (AI) is unlike-
ly to replace IT services
companies anytime soon,
according to a new report
by JP Morgan’s Asia
Pacific Equity Research
team.   Instead of shrink-
ing the industry, artificial
intelligence (AI) is expect-
ed to become another tool
that helps companies
deliver more work within
the same budgets. In a
note titled “India IT
Services: Looking through
the AI fog 2 — Discounted
for extinction? Div/FCF
yields at crisis levels,” JP
Morgan said fears that AI
could wipe out Indian IT
firms may be exaggerated.
The report argues that AI
will create new areas of
work rather than reduce
opportunities for IT ven-
dors. The brokerage com-
pared AI with earlier tech-
nology shifts such as off-
shore labour, enterprise
software and cloud com-
puting. In each of those
cycles, new technology did
not eliminate IT services
but changed the way com-

panies worked. According
to the report, AI will play
a similar role by helping
firms handle more proj-
ects without necessarily
increasing budgets. JP
Morgan said there is
growing demand in areas
such as modernising old
legacy systems, rewriting
customised SaaS applica-

tions where required,
building AI agents for
operations, ensuring trust
and reliability in AI sys-
tems, and integrating
physical AI solutions. All
these areas, it noted, will
need strong services sup-
port. The report also
pointed out that enter-
prise technology teams

are often underfunded
compared to business
expectations. In such a
scenario, AI is likely to be
used to increase produc-
tivity rather than replace
IT service providers com-
pletely. The brokerage
warned that it is too sim-
plistic to assume AI can
automatically create
enterprise-grade software
and replace the integra-
tion and customisation
work done by IT services
companies. It described IT
firms as the “plumbers of
the tech world,” highlight-
ing their crucial role in
making complex systems
work smoothly in large
organisations. According
to the report, recent mar-
ket weakness in IT stocks
reflects investor concerns
that rapid advances in AI
could slow revenue
growth and reduce the
total addressable market
for Indian IT companies.
The report argues that AI
will create new areas of
work rather than reduce
opportunities for IT ven-
dors.

AI won’t kill IT services, will create
more work: JP Morgan

Mumbai, February 14, 2026:
The Company’s entry into
Gold finance business began
with 130 branches via an
acquisition deal in June
2025
Within 8 months of acquisi-
tion, the Company has
added over 130 new branch-
es  L&T Finance Ltd. (LTF),
(formerly known as L&T
Finance Holdings Ltd.), one
of the leading Non-Banking
Financial Companies
(NBFCs) in the country,
today announced a major
milestone in its retail strate-
gy by doubling its Gold Loan
branch network to over 260
branches nationwide. This
rapid expansion was
marked by the launch of its
130th new branch earlier
this month since the acqui-
sition of the gold loan busi-
ness in June 2025. By match-
ing its acquired portfolio
with over 130 new branches
in under a year, LTF has sig-
nalled a high-velocity play
in India’s secured credit
landscape. By scaling opera-
tions across the North,
West, East, and South
regions, LTF is pursuing

geo-expansion to capture
increasing demand for
secured credit. LTF’s Gold
Loan business has expanded
its footprint to 18 States and
Union Territories, marking
its strategic entry into
Assam, Karnataka,
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Odisha, West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Rajasthan. By seamlessly
integrating physical prox-
imity with digital agility,
LTF continues to redefine
the gold loan experience
through rapid turnaround
times and flexible credit
solutions. Commenting on

this development, Mr. Raju
Dodti, Chief Operating
Officer, LTF, said, “We are
elated to share that we have
successfully doubled the
Company’s dedicated gold
loan branch network in
record time since our entry
into this business, bringing
the total count to over 260
branches nationwide, which
will continue to increase
given our aggressive branch
expansion policy. Our rapid
expansion is a testament to
our 'Lakshya' strategy—
transforming into a top-
class, digitally-enabled, cus-
tomer-centric retail power-

house. By adding nearly 1
branch per day over the past
few months, we aren't just
increasing our footprint; we
are building a robust ecosys-
tem of security and trust. By
scaling across the North,
West, East, and South, LTF
is de-risking its portfolio
through geographic diversi-
fication while capturing
high-growth retail demand.
It is also underpinned by
operational excellence, fea-
turing state-of-the-art securi-
ty systems and an experi-
enced workforce specialised
to deliver gold-standard cus-
tomer service.”

L&T Finance Ltd. scales Gold Loan
footprint to over 260 branches 

 HCLTech. a leading global technology company, today announced the launch of
an enhanced version of its Fluid Contact Center solution in collaboration with Cisco.

The solution features Al and cloud-enabled capabilities to help enterprises trans-
form customer engagement. 

 It combines Cisco's Al—powered and cloud—based Webex Contact Center plat-
form with HCLTech's expertise in Contact Center as a Service (CCaaS) transforma-

tion to enable enterprises to adopt Al and GenAl—driven features that enhance
service responsiveness and operational efficiency. 

The solution includes multilingual virtual agents, conversational IVR, agent—
assist tools, analytics, proactive monitoring and industry—specific use cases. Built

for flexibility and easy integration.
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While we've been listening to
a panel of Spanish, Finnish
and Danish leaders,
Venezuelan opposition
leader María Corina
Machado has also been
speaking at the summit.
Machado, who has been in
hiding for most of the past
year, calls in to the Munich
Security Conference virtual-
ly. One of the first questions
put to her is: why did you
give US President Donald
Trump your Nobel Peace
Prize medal? She begins by
explaining that her country
has been under a "brutal"
regime for the last 27 years,
forcing a third of the country
to flee. The Venezuelan oppo-
sition had asked for interna-
tional support, but the US
government under Trump's
leadership was the only one
to deliver, she says. "We are
very grateful because of his
actions on 3 January," she
says, referencing the day
that US forces seized then-
president Nicolas Maduro
from Caracas. Asked what

she got in return for giving
up her Peace Prize medal,
she says she is not expecting
anything "specific", but says
she is determined to work
together with the US and oth-
ers to rebuild the country.
Asked when she intends to
go back to her country, she
say that she plans to go "as
soon as possible". Shortly
after a panel discussion in
which EU leaders called for
more pressure on Putin,
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen says in a post on social
media: "Now is the time to
raise the costs of Russia's
war higher than ever." She
writes that she had a "good
meeting" with the US delega-
tion at the summit, adding:
"Sanctions work. And they
work best when coordinat-
ed". Earlier, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said the
US doesn't want to be the
"polite and orderly caretak-
ers of the West's managed
decline". The panellists are
asked: Is Europe ready to get

its act together? Finland's
Alexander Stubb says he
doesn't "buy the argument
that the continent is doing
badly", adding that he's actu-
ally very happy. Spain's
Pedro Sánchez weighs in,
saying he doesn't understand
why the US administration
sees the EU as a "threat". The
US "needs to accept" that
we're opening up and will
have a more integrated

Europe, he says. Denmark's
Mette Frederiksen says the
world has been safest since
the creation of Article 5. "We
have been able to provide
freedom, democracy, pros-
perity and wealth, only
because of the wording in
Article 5," she says, adding
that it shows the allies are
standing together. We're
turning our attention back to
the Munich Security

Conference. Finnish
President Stubb tells the
panel that Nato membership
is needed for Ukraine in the
long term. He adds that
Ukraine has become
"European, not Russian".
Spanish PM Pedro Sánchez
says "we need to do more
within the EU", and calls the
Russian invasion a challenge
"against the EU as a whole".
He adds that reforms are
needed to make the EU more
efficient. On Greenland,
Sánchez adds that the EU
needs to send the messge that
"territorial integrity is some-
thing we must all respect".
Senator Chris Coons says
Nato needs resources, and
adds: "The thing we need to
deliver is a restored trust".
"Nato is working more close-
ly than ever," he adds.
Stepping away briefly from
the panel discussion on
Transatlantic security now,
we can bring you a fresh
statement from Downing
Street: "The prime minister
met the President of the

European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen in
Munich today. "Both leaders
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to continue work that
will bolster our collective
defences in the face of grow-
ing threats to European secu-
rity. "They agreed that
Europe needs to step up and
work towards becoming a
more European Nato, while
protecting our strong
Transatlantic ties. "The
prime minister shared his
high ambition for the future
UK-EU partnership. He set
out his desire for further
integration across the econo-
my, defence and technology -
in the interests of greater
security, stronger growth
and higher living standards
for the British people. "There
is no question where the
national interest lies and I
will always fight for what’s
best for the United Kingdom,
he added. "They committed
to take forward further work
ahead of the next UK-EU
summit. 

UK will deploy fleet of warships and fighter
jets to Arctic, Starmer announces

Just over two years ago,
when Sheikh Hasina won
an election widely con-
demned as rigged in her
favour, it was hard to
imagine her 15-year grip
on power being broken so
suddenly, or that a rival
party that had been virtu-
ally written off would
make such a resounding
comeback. But in the cycle
of Bangladeshi politics,
this is one more flip-flop
between Hasina's Awami
League and the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), which have
alternated holding power
for decades. Except this is
the first time that new
BNP leader Tarique
Rahman is formally lead-
ing the party - and the first
time he's contested an elec-
tion. His mother Khaleda
Zia, who died of an illness

late last year, was the
party's head for four
decades. She took over
after his father, Ziaur
Rahman, the BNP founder
and a key leader of
Bangladesh's war for inde-
pendence, was assassinat-
ed. Accused of benefitting
from nepotism when his
mother was in power,
Tarique Rahman has also
faced allegations of corrup-
tion. Five days before his

mother died he returned to
Bangladesh after 17 years
of self-imposed exile in
London. And while
Rahman, 60, has on occa-
sion been the de-facto
chair of an emaciated BNP
when his mother was
jailed and more recently
when she was ill, he's
largely seen as an untested
leader. "That he doesn't
have prior experience
probably works for him,

because people are willing
to give change a chance,"
says political scientist
Navine Murshid. "They
want to think that new,
good things are actually
possible. So there is a lot of
hope." The party says its
first priority is to bring
democracy back to
Bangladesh. "All the demo-
cratic institutions [and]
financial institutions,
which have been destroyed
over the last decade, we
have to first put those back
in order," senior BNP
leader Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury told
the BBC shortly after the
election was called.
Bangladesh has a long his-
tory of such promises
being made and broken,
with parties becoming
increasingly authoritarian
once they come to power. 

Less than two months before
Hungary's election, opposi-
tion leader Peter Magyar has
accused his rivals of plan-
ning to blackmail him with a
secretly recorded sex tape,
and says he is filing a com-
plaint with authorities.
Magyar, who leads long-time
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban in the polls, said he
suspected there were plans to
release a tape of him from
August 2024, when he says he
engaged in consensual sex
with a now ex-girlfriend at a
party. He was responding to a
photo recently posted online
of a bedroom in an apartment
dating back to then. Leading
figures in Orban's Fidesz
party said they knew nothing
about the claims. The BBC

has approached Orban's
spokesman for comment.
Magyar accused Fidesz of
trying to blackmail him and
made three allegations of
unlawful conduct in a state-
ment on Friday. Although no
video has been published, he
said one from that date would

have been "recorded with
secret service equipment and
possibly faked". Magyar
made no mention in his state-
ment of the ex-girlfriend he
had been with at the time of
the alleged incident,
although he said on
Thursday he had accused her

of extortion 15 months ago -
an allegation she denied. She
told Hungarian media that
they were both victims
regarding the alleged illicit
video and she was ready to
take legal action with him.
Magyar accused Fidesz lead-
ers of timing their campaign
to coincide with the start of
his nationwide campaign
next week, and of trying to
ruin the last week he was
spending with his three sons
ahead of the April election.
Fidesz communications
director Tamas Menczer
accused Magyar of lying,
while Orban's chief of staff
Gergely Gulyas told
reporters he could not com-
ment on something he knew
nothing about.

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney has attended
a vigil in Tumbler Ridge,
British Columbia, where
hundreds gathered to
mourn the eight victims
killed in a mass shooting
there this week. He visited
the small town on Friday
alongside other federal
leaders across the political
aisle, as well as Canada's
Governor-General Mary
Simon, in a show of nation-
al unity. "Canadians are
with you, we will always be
with you," Carney told the
crowd in a speech that paid
tribute to the victims,
which included six young
schoolchildren. Residents
of the town are still reeling
from the attack, with some
visibly in tears and com-
forting one another as
Carney and other leaders
addressed their grief.
Many refused to speak to
the media on Friday, not-
ing that the presence of
journalists in their other-
wise quiet town in the
foothills of the Rocky
Mountains had been over-
whelming. Carney, who
has spent much of his time
in office on overseas trade
missions, cancelled a
planned trip to the Munich

Security Conference in
light of the shooting. The
prime minister invited the
other federal leaders to
travel to Tumbler Ridge on
the same plane as him,
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre said. "We all lead
political parties. But
today? There are no
Conservatives. There are
no Liberals, New
Democrats, Greens or Bloc
Québécois," Poilievre said
in his own remarks at
Friday's vigil. Ahead of the
vigil, Carney and other
leaders met families of the
victims and first respon-
ders. They also laid flowers
at a memorial near
Tumbler Ridge Secondary
School, which has grown
over the week. Families of
the victims and local resi-
dents attended, as well as
people who drove in from
nearby small communities
in northern British
Columbia, to pay their
respects. "I never thought
that it would happen here,"
said Colaina Hall, who
drove two hours south
from Fort St John to attend
the vigil. "In our little
northern communities,
we're pretty tight-knit, we
take care of one another."

Prominent American agent
Casey Wasserman is report-
edly set to sell his talent
company after documents
linking him to Jeffrey
Epstein and Ghislaine
Maxwell were published in
the US. Several high profile
clients, including singer
Chappell Roan, quit the
firm this week after it
emerged he flew on
Epstein's private plane and
exchanged flirtatious
emails with Maxwell in
2003. US media reported
Wasserman told employees
he had "become a distrac-
tion" as he announced his
intention to sell the major
LA-based agency. The 51-
year-old, who has also resis-
ted calls to stand down from
his role as chair of the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics, pre-
viously said he had no "per-
sonal or business relation-
ship" with Epstein. "I'm
deeply sorry that my past
personal mistakes have
caused you so much discom-
fort," Wasserman wrote in a
memo on Friday, the Wall
Street Journal reported. He
continued: "It's not fair to
you, and it's not fair to the
clients and partners we rep-
resent so vigorously and
care so deeply about."
Wasserman has said he
"deeply regrets" his discus-

sions with Maxwell, who is
serving a 20-year prison sen-
tence for facilitating the sex-
ual abuse of teenage girls by
Epstein. He said his emails
with Maxwell "took place
over two decades ago, long
before her horrific crimes
came to light". Wasserman
has not been accused of
wrongdoing by any of
Epstein's victims, and the
appearance of his name in
the files does not imply
criminal activity of any
kind. Earlier this week,
LA28 said Wasserman
would remain chairman of
the 2028 games after organ-
isers reviewed his past
interactions with Maxwell.
They found his relationship
did not go further than the
exchanges that had already
been documented, and that
he had fully cooperated
with an investigation. In a
statement, the LA28 board
said Wasserman and his
then-wife flew on a humani-
tarian mission to Africa on
Epstein's plane at the invi-
tation of the Clinton
Foundation in 2003. The
board said the journey was
long before "Wasserman
or the public knew of
Epstein and Maxwell's
deplorable crimes". "This
was his single interaction
with Epstein. 

'Canadians are with
you,' says PM at

Tumbler Ridge vigil

Casey Wasserman to sell
talent agency after

Epstein fallout - reports

Can Bangladesh's new leader bring change
after election landslide?

Orban rival accuses opponents of blackmail
plot ahead of Hungary election

A Palestinian official in the
occupied West Bank has
described Israel's latest
expansion of control there as
"the end of the road" for nego-
tiations between Israelis and
Palestinians. Asma al-
Sharabati, acting mayor of
Hebron, said new legal
changes recently announced
by Israeli cabinet ministers
would leave Palestinian
authorities shut out of deci-
sions on urban planning and
development, even in areas
under Palestinian control.
Hebron is a regular flash-
point in the West Bank - a
divided city, where soldiers
guard hundreds of Israeli set-
tlers living alongside
Palestinians in an Israeli mil-
itary garrison. On Sunday,
the Israeli security cabinet

passed major changes to the
established division of pow-
ers in the West Bank, set up
three decades ago under the
US-backed Oslo Accords,
signed by both Israeli and
Palestinian leaders. They
include expanding Israeli
control beyond its military
occupation, into the provi-
sion of municipal services in
Palestinian-run areas, as well
as broad powers to take over
so-called "heritage sites"
across the West Bank – to pro-
tect water, environmental
and archaeological resources,
they say. Israel also says it
will take over planning
authority at the Cave of the
Patriarchs in Hebron, one of
the holiest sites in Judaism,
which sits inside the city's
Ibrahimi Mosque. "Now they

can simply put their hands on
any building and declare it is
ancient, and the Palestinian
authorities are not part of any
decision on urban planning
or development of the area,"
said al-Sharabati. She told us
she had not received any for-
mal notification of Israel's
plans, and was picking up the
details from Israeli news. A

few metres from Hebron's
bustling vegetable market,
through the grey steel gates of
the Israeli checkpoint, is a
tense and deserted landscape,
where Palestinian shops are
shuttered, and streets closed
off to protect Israeli settlers.
Issa Amro, a Palestinian
activist, lives inside that
volatile divided area, known

as H2. The long and winding
route to his house takes us
through the back gardens of
Palestinian homes, and along
stony pathways, to a hill over-
looking the neighbourhood.
When we arrive, an ultra-
Orthodox Jewish couple are
picnicking under the trees
outside. A local settler
appears from a neighbouring
house and follows us a little
way down the path. Inside
Issa's house, a plaque reads
"Free Palestine". Through his
window, a vast Israeli flag can
be seen fluttering over the
streets below. He points out
the Palestinian buildings
nearby, emptied of residents
after years of tension and
expanding Israeli control. But
Issa says these new changes
are different. "They were

expanding a lot without any
legal basis," he said. "Now
they [will be] the law. They
are changing the status from
Occupied Territories to a
legal dispute. It's part of Israel
now without any rights for
me. It's annexation of the land
without me, as a Palestinian."
Israel plans to start providing
municipal services to Jewish
settlers in Hebron, and open
up land ownership across the
West Bank to private Israeli
citizens. Palestinians are
banned from selling property
to non-Palestinians under
both Jordanian and
Palestinian law. Some of
those who sold covertly to
Israelis in the past now face
real risks from Israel's
planned publication of classi-
fied land registry there. 

'WE ARE NOT PROTECTED' SAYS HEBRON MAYOR
AS ISRAEL EXPANDS WEST BANK CONTROL

US President Donald
Trump has announced the
reversal of the so-called
endangerment finding, a
key Obama-era scientific
ruling that underpins
much of US environmen-
tal legislation. As a result
of this, experts are pre-
dicting various environ-
mental and economic
impacts, though the deci-
sion by the US
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is expected
to be challenged in the
courts from environmen-
tal groups. Here are some
of the potential impacts.
Fewer greenhouse gas
emissions restrictions
The most obvious out-
come of the legislative
change is that there will
be fewer restrictions
placed on greenhouse-gas-
producing industries - in
particular vehicle manu-

facturers. The 2009 endan-
germent finding was the
result of a major report by
the EPA, which identified
six greenhouse gases,
including carbon monox-
ide and methane, as
endangering current and
future generations. The
EPA produced the report
after a 2007 US Supreme
Court decision that it was
responsible for regulating
greenhouse gases under
the Clean Air Act - with
the court ruling it was
"without a doubt" that
these gases counted as air
pollutants. Greenhouse
gases trap heat in the
atmosphere, raising tem-
peratures. The impact of
the ruling until now has
been notable. Greenhouse
gas levels in the US
peaked in the late 2000s
and have been on a steady
decline in the years since. 

Possible effect of Trump's
climate policy change

Police activity connected
to the search for Nancy
Guthrie, the missing
mother of US news anchor
Savannah Guthrie, is
under way at a residence
about two miles from her
home. Armed police teams
have been seen coming in
and out the area, with a
sheriff's vehicle blocking
the road. It comes after
local officials said investi-
gators had found DNA at
Guthrie's address which
did not belong to her or
anyone close to her. The
84-year-old disappeared in
the middle of night from
her home in Tucson,
Arizona, nearly two weeks
ago. Authorities believe
she was taken against her
will. The sheriff's depart-

ment said in a social
media post that "law
enforcement activity" was
ongoing "related to the
Guthrie case" without pro-
viding further details.
Pima County Sheriff Chris
Nanos told local news sta-
tion KOLD that investiga-
tors were "actively work-
ing a lead", the BBC's US
news partner CBS report-
ed. More than a dozen law
enforcement vehicles,
both marked and
unmarked, have been seen
in the area by BBC News,
including Swat teams and
forensics. Investigators
have also found several
gloves, with the closest
discovered about two
miles from Nancy
Guthrie's home. 

POLICE ACTIVITY UNDER
WAY NEAR NANCY
GUTHRIE'S HOME
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Hull claims fifth European title with victory in Riyadh

Arch-rivals India and
Pakistan are set to take on
each other in a T20 World
Cup 2026 Group A match at
R Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo on Sunday. A
Super Eight spot will be in
sight when the two teams
face off. Days ahead of the
match, a snake appeared in
the Pakistan dugout. It hap-
pened in the evening on
Friday, just when Salman
Agha and Co. were about to
reach the venue for train-
ing. The video of the inci-
dent is going viral on social
media. Pakistan are likely
to go with four specialist
bowlers -- two spinners and
two pacers -- in their T20
World Cup blockbuster
game against arch-rivals
India, claimed a PTI report.
A source close to the team
told the news agency that
head coach Mike Hesson
and captain Salman Ali
Agha were keen to go into

the match with both special-
ist spinners Abrar Ahmed
and Usman Tariq and also
two specialist fast bowlers
in Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Salman Mirza. The team
management is also likely
to make a call on dropping
one all-rounder from among
Shadab Khan, Muhammad
Nawaz and Faheem Ashraf.
"The only problem for the
team management is: if they
go in with four specialist
bowlers, they have to make
a call on who will sit out

among Faheem, Shadab and
Nawaz," the source said. He
said with Saim Ayub,
Sahabzada Farhan, Salman
Ali Agha, Babar Azam and
Usman Khan occupying the
top five positions, the team
management has to decide
who to play at number six
and seven followed by the
four bowlers. The source
said there is a likelihood of
Nawaz sitting out since he
is a left-arm spinner and
India have left-handed bat-
ters in Abhishek Sharma,

Ishan Kishan, Tilak Verma,
Shivam Dube, Rinku Singh,
Washington Sundar, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav and
Arshdeep Singh. "The feel-
ing is better to play Faheem
as he is in good batting
form and will be the third
pacer if required and
Shadab whose leg spin will
be useful against the south-
paw batters," the source
said. He said that with
Abrar, Usman, Shadab and
Saim Ayub available as the
spin options, the team
management is confident
they can manage without
Nawaz in the high profile
match. But he insisted that
the decision could change
after having a final look at
the Premadasa stadium
pitch on Sunday and also
seeing how the weather
holds up. Pakistan will also
be playing at the
Premadasa for the first
time in the tournament.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
might have a strict no stay-
with-family policy during
the T20 World Cup 2026 for
its players, but Hardik
Pandya is managing to find
ways of spending time with
his girlfriend Maheika
Sharma without breaking
the rule. In a video that
emerged on social media,
Hardik could be seen walk-
ing inside the team hotel
while holding Maheika's
hand. But what left the fans
stunned was the fact that
Hardik was wearing a
bathrobe while walking in
the hotel lobby.  Not long
after the video emerged on
social media, the news of
Hardik getting a new tattoo
emerged. On the occasion of
Valentine's Day, the all-
rounder got inked, while
also dedicating the tattoo to
his ladylove. The tattoo fea-
tures two leopards and the
initials of Maheika's name,
'M', behind his neck. What
Hardik Pandya Said About
Maheika Sharma Hardik
and Maheika's relationship

was confirmed in 2025.
Recently, the cricketer dedi-
cated his T20I performances
to his ladylove. The India
all-rounder even expressed
gratitude towards Maheika
for being a big supporting
figure in his life. "A lot of
credit goes to the loved ones
which I had. Special men-
tion to my partner as well.
She's been nothing but the
best to me since she has
entered my life and a lot of
great things have happened
since she has arrived," he

said. "I think I've been a
very honest and very real
person in life as well, which
has helped me a lot. I don't
really sugarcoat a lot in my
life. It's never about the
other person, it's never
about how others think or
how others perceive. It is
always about how I feel
inside. Now it's time where
Hardik Pandya wants to
just play the sport and enjoy
every second on the ground.
Bigger and better will be the
motto in my life.

Lucas Pinheiro Braathen
made history for Brazil by
clinching his nation's first
Winter Olympic medal with
gold in the giant slalom.
Born in Oslo to a Norwegian
father and Brazilian mother,
Pinheiro Braathen won
World Cup medals for the
country of his birth before
announcing his shock retire-
ment in 2023 having lost his
"joy of living". Exactly a year
to the day, having regained
his love for skiing, he
returned to the sport in the
green and yellow of Brazil -
wanting to honour his her-
itage on his mother's side. In
snowy conditions in Bormio,
the 25-year-old delivered a
masterclass on the Stelvio
piste to beat Swiss great
Marco Odermatt to gold by
0.58 seconds, with
Odermatt's team-mate Loic
Meillard taking bronze.
Pinheiro Braathen's gold
also marks the first medal
won by any South American
country at the Winter
Games. "There is nothing
about today, in the heat of

the moment, where you are,
in any form, in a cognitive
state," he said. "I was skiing
completely according to my
intuition, and my heart
today, and that's what
enabled me to become an
Olympic champion. "It had
nothing to do with the
medal, it had nothing to do
with the history that I had
the potential of writing. "I
just wanted to ski as the per-
son I am. I know I can be the
best in the world, if I do that
to the greatest extent." In a
race featuring 81 starters
from 62 nations - including
Madagascar, Eritrea and
Kenya - Pinheiro Braathen

had opened up a 0.95sec lead
over Odermatt after the first
run, with only seven skiers
within two seconds of his
pace. 
Odermatt, the defending
Olympic champion, put
pressure on the Brazilian
with a scorching second run,
but only a crash would have
denied Pinheiro Braathen
the top step of the podium as
he held his nerve in worsen-
ing weather. It means
Odermatt, the current and
four-time overall World Cup
leader across the alpine ski-
ing disciplines, leaves the
Milan-Cortina Games with-
out an Olympic gold, despite

being expected to dominate.
Who is Pinheiro Braathen?
Pinheiro Braathen's parents
split when he was young and
despite his 'ski bum' father
getting custody, he spent his
childhood criss-crossing the
Atlantic and cultures.
Initially, he resented skiing.
He felt far more comfortable
playing football in Sao Paolo,
and wanted to turn profes-
sional like his hero
Ronaldinho. He told his
father his feet were "made
for beaches and not hard-
shell boots".
But aged eight, he started to

change his mind, enticed by
the high speeds involved in
ski racing. His nomadic
lifestyle continued for many
years, moving home 21 times
before he turned 22. "I'm a
person of cultural duality,"
he told Associated Press.
"Two perspectives always
presented from birth and so
for me I always find that I've
never been living a life
where I'm only presented to
one reality, one culture or
one way of living. "It's

always been these polar
opposites and so I think that
has shaped me to become
who I am today and how I
want to live my life." That is
as an eccentric, flamboyant
character. He loves fashion,
has walked the runway in
Copenhagen and owns an
apartment in Milan, Italy's
fashion capital. He paints his
fingernails and is no
stranger to samba dancing
in the finish area, wanting to
bring more colour to alpine
skiing. "People seeing them-
selves in a sport they were
told wasn't for them, that
stays with me," he said
before the Games began.
"And the messages that say,
'I've never watched skiing
before, but now I do'. Kids
asking where they can try
snow. "Norway taught me
how to be an athlete, how to
brave the cold. Brazil taught
me how to be myself."
Pinheiro Braathen won 12
medals on the World Cup cir-
cuit for Norway but stunned
the skiing world when he
retired aged just 23.

Sunday's high-stakes clash
between India and Pakistan
in the ICC T20 World Cup is
set to serve as more than
just a sporting spectacle in
Colombo. The match is
positioned to be a critical
venue for high-level cricket
diplomacy involving all
five Asian cricket boards.
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) chairman
Jay Shah is expected to
arrive in Colombo, where
his presence is likely to
facilitate an informal but
significant meeting involv-
ing the top brass of the
Indian, Pakistani, and
Bangladeshi cricket
boards. At the heart of
these discussions is
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) chief Aminul Islam
Bulbul. According to a
report in PTI, Bulbul con-

firmed his attendance in
Colombo, while also noting
that he will be at the venue
to watch the India-Pakistan
match, where he expected
to break the ice with the
BCCI after tense exchanges
over the past few weeks.
Following a period of tense
exchanges and administra-
tive friction over the past
few weeks, Islam expressed

a desire to "break the ice"
with the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and the International
Cricket Council (ICC). The
initiative has reportedly
been a coordinated effort by
the ICC to foster regional
harmony. Speaking to the
Bangladeshi newspaper
Prothom Alo, Islam
revealed that the invitation

for this high-profile fixture
came directly from the ICC.
According to the BCB chief,
the governing body is keen
on leveraging the gravity of
the World Cup to align its
most influential members.
"The ICC has taken a deci-
sion," Islam remarked.
"The major stakeholders of
the ICC are these five
Asian countries, and for
the India-Pakistan World
Cup match on the 15th,
they want representatives
of all five Asian countries
to be present at the ground
together, watch the match
together, and talk to one
another." This strategic
gathering aims to neu-
tralise recent hostilities
and ensure that the admin-
istrative side of the game
remains as robust as the
on-field competition. 

Snakes Found In Pakistan's Dugout Ahead Of
T20 World Cup Match vs India

Fabio Wardley will make
the first defence of his
world heavyweight title
against Daniel Dubois in
all-British affair on
Saturday, 9 May in
Manchester. The 31-year-
old was crowned WBO
champion in November
when Oleksandr Usyk
relinquished the belt
instead of making a
mandatory defence
against the Ipswich fight-
er. Dubois has previously
held the IBF title and his
meeting with Wardley at
the Co-Op Live Arena pits
two rivals who are known
for their devastating
punching power. Wardley,
who has won 20 of his 21
professional fights,
including 19 by way of
knockout, said: "I've never
been in this game to play
around. I'm committed to
big fights only. "I'm the
champion, this is a volun-
tary defence, and I chose
this. One thing you can't
ever say about me is I've
shied away from a chal-
lenge. "I've always gone
looking for the biggest
tests, and I'd back myself
against anyone in this

division. "This is one of
the biggest fights that can
be made in the heavy-
weight division right now
and the best part is, it
doesn't need the extra
stuff, this fight sells
itself." Dubois, 28, stopped
compatriot Anthony
Joshua in September 2024,
but his reign as the IBF
title holder was ended by
Usyk at Wembley in July
2025 - his second defeat at
the hands of the
Ukrainian. Promoter
Frank Warren said the
fight was "another piece of
British heavyweight his-
tory being made". "This is
quite simply the most
exciting and explosive
fight available for Fabio's
first defence of his WBO
world title, and it tells you
everything about him that
this is the fight he
demanded," he added.
"For Daniel to be attempt-
ing to become a two-time
world champion at just 28
is equally remarkable.
This will be his sixth
world title fight, and
across that run only
Oleksandr Usyk has been
able to defeat him."

WARDLEY DEFENDS
TITLE IN ALL-BRITISH

BOUT WITH DUBOIS

With Girlfriend Mahieka In
Company, Hardik Pandya Spotted
Wearing Bathrobe In Hotel Lobby

Bangladesh Reveals ICC Chairman Jay Shah's
Stunning Plan To End Row With BCCI

Former Pakistan pacer
Mohammad Amir sparked
a major debate after label-
ing Indian batter Abhishek
Sharma a 'slogger.'
Speaking days ahead of the
T20 World Cup clash
between India and
Pakistan, he claimed there
are high chances of
Abhishek failing as he
plays a high-risk brand of
cricket. Amid criticism
over his remarks, Amir
reiterated his stance dur-
ing a Pakistani news chan-
nel, saying that the 25-year-
old is yet to test himself in
overseas conditions. "He is
a slogger, according to me.
A player who doesn't even
know how to defend a ball,
how can I consider him a
proper batter? He comes
and swings his bat and he

is managing to get that con-
nection of late... if he per-
forms [in South Africa,
England, and New
Zealand], I will be the first
one to acknowledge that he
is a proper batter," Amir
said on the Geo TV show
'Hasna Mana Hai'. During
the same discussion, veter-
an Pakistan batter Ahmed
Shehzad held a different

view. "Everyone has a dif-
ferent opinion. I really like
Abhishek. For Amir, get-
ting Abhishek out might be
a piece of cake," said
Shehzad. Abhishek is cur-
rently recovering from a
stomach infection, raising
doubts over his participa-
tion in the clash against
Pakistan on February 15.
Following a golden duck

against the USA in the
campaign opener,
Abhishek missed the sec-
ond clash at New Delhi
against Namibia due to the
same. Following the toss
against Namibia yester-
day, Indian skipper
Suryakumar Yadav had
said about Abhishek,
"Abhishek is still not fine;
he will miss a game or
two." According to media
reports, his training ses-
sion in Colombo will be an
indicator of his readiness
for the high-pressure game.
If he bats for a long dura-
tion like he normally does
during nets, then he is like-
ly to be available for the
match. During Abhishek's
absence, Sanju Samson
opened the batting along-
side Ishan Kishan.

Mohammad Amir Doubles Down On Abhishek
Sharma, Insults Him Yet Again

THE SAMBA-DANCING SKIER MAK-
ING BRAZIL OLYMPIC HISTORY

Tottenham have appointed
Igor Tudor as their head
coach for the remainder of
the season. Provided he
receives a work permit, the
Croat will step in following
the departure of Thomas
Frank, who was sacked
with Spurs 16th in the
Premier League. "It is an
honour to join this club at
an important moment,"
said Tudor. "I understand
the responsibility I have
been handed and my focus
is clear. To bring greater
consistency to our per-
formances and compete
with conviction in every
match. "There is strong
quality in this playing
squad, and my job is to
organise it, energise it and
improve our results quick-
ly." Tottenham sporting
director Johan Lange said
Tudor will bring "clarity,
intensity and experience of
stepping into challenging
moments and producing
impact". "Our objective is
straightforward - to sta-
bilise performances, max-
imise the quality within
the squad and compete
strongly in the Premier
League and Champions
League," added Lange.
Tottenham are into the

knockout stages of the
Champions League after
finishing fourth in the
league stage under Frank.
Tudor's first game in
charge will be a significant
one as Spurs host north
London rivals Arsenal in
the Premier League on 22
February. That will allow
the 47-year-old less than a
week to attempt to imple-
ment his style of play once
the players return to train-
ing on Monday - and they
could be in for a shock.
"His style is intense,"
George Boxall, a football
journalist based in
Marseille, where Tudor
managed between 2022 and
2023, tells BBC Sport. "The
players do a hell of a lot of
running. There's lots of
intensity, lots of pressing.
"He is a really strong per-
sonality and he could be a
good appointment for
Tottenham if they feel they
need an electroshock." 'If
you don't run, you don't
play' Tudor has been out of
work since being sacked by
Juventus in October 2025
and is set for his first spell
in England, after previous-
ly taking charge of clubs in
Italy, France, Turkey,
Croatia and Greece. 

'Intense, aggressive, enter-
taining' - what will new

boss Tudor bring to Spurs?
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he successful duo
Bunny Vasu and
Vamsi Nandipati, who
recently delivered

blockbuster films like Little
Hearts, Raju Weds Rambhai,
and Isha, are now bringing a
full-length, out-and-out enter-
tainer titled “Hey Bhagavan”
under the banners of
Nandipati Entertainments
and Bunny Vasu Works. The
film stars Suhas, Shivani
Nagaram, senior actor
Naresh, and anchor
Sravanthi in key roles.
Directed by Gopi Achara, the
film is produced by B.
Narendra Reddy under the
Trishul Visionary Studios
banner. The movie is set to
release on February 20.
In this context, producer
Vamsi Nandipati interacted
with the media on Thursday.
Here are the highlights.

What kind of film is “Hey
Bhagavan”?
“Hey Bhagavan” is an enter-
tainment film. I have been
involved in this project from
the story level and I am also
presenting it. The core point
of the film has fun. There is
also a business element in the
movie. That element helps a
son understand his father.
The film has both fun and
emotion. It will make every-
one laugh out loud and also
touch their hearts.

Why did you highlight the
business element in the trail-
er and teaser?
We added it to create curiosi-
ty and buzz. However, no one
has been able to guess what
that business actually is.

What is the justification for

the title “Hey Bhagavan”?
The father character’s name
in the film is Bhagavan, so we
titled it “Hey Bhagavan.”
However, due to recent cen-
sorship objections, there is a
chance the title might
change. They say it is a sensi-
tive title. Similar titles exist-
ed earlier, but now they are
objecting. Discussions are
ongoing with the censor
board. It may change to “Hey
Bhavan.”

How will this film help Suhas’
career?
The commercial success
Suhas has been waiting for
over the past few years will
come with this film. It will
definitely become the biggest
commercial hit in his career
and a milestone film for him.
You also have films with
Satyadev and Srivishnu.
After completing films, you

are releasing them with good
buzz. Whatever you touch
turns to gold.

What is your strategy as a
producer?
More than a producer, “cre-
ative strategist” is the right
word. I personally oversee
everything. If the director
feels something needs
improvement, I give sugges-
tions. Changes are made only
if they agree. I believe if the
director is happy, the film
will be good. Everything hap-
pens with their approval.

How do directors get con-
vinced about your suggested
changes?
Creative freedom belongs to
the directors. If we explain
convincingly, they agree. It
may also be because of our
past successes. But directors
must be given complete free-

dom. Only if the content is
strong can we do anything.

Has the production of small
films reduced now?
After Little Hearts and Raju
Weds Rambhai, small films
actually increased. Recently,
in just one month, around 300
film titles were registered in
the chamber. There is clarity
now that OTT business alone
is not working. However,
films made only for OTT are
also increasing.

Will you direct films in the
future?
No, I won’t direct. My goal is
to produce good films as a
producer.

Your association with Bunny
Vasu?
Bunny Vasu is like a brother
to me. We have been travel-
ing together from the begin-
ning. If he approves some-
thing, it’s as good as my
approval. Our opinions are
usually the same.

Details about Polimera-3?
Pre-production work for
Polimera-3 is going on. We
plan to start in April or May.
We are planning to release it
in South Indian languages,
except Hindi. We are also
thinking of adding a star in
the lead role. We will
announce soon.

Your future plans?
I am doing a project with ETV
Win. It will be announced on
the 27th of this month. I am
also doing a few more proj-
ects with ETV. Are you
releasing Shivaji’s film
“Sampradayini Suppini
Suddapoosani” in theatres?

hen everyday mar-
ried life is narrated
with humour and an

honest slice-of-life tone, it
naturally turns into a far
more entertaining ride.
Purushaha seems to be

walking exactly on that
path- rooted, funny, and
instantly relatable. The film
is already sparking curiosi-
ty with its trendy, offbeat
promotional style. Backed
by Battula Saraswathi and

produced by Battula
Koteswara Rao under
Kalyan Productions, the
film marks the debut of
Pavan Kalyan Battula,
directed by Veeru Vulavala.
The first single Jaali

Padedevvadu sung by Oscar
winner MM Keeravani was
already a chartbuster.
Today, the film’s second sin-
gle has been dropped. The
students at Kasturba
Gandhi Degree & PG College
for women unveiled the
song. This song captures a
college girl revealing the
depth of her feelings for her
beloved. She admires Pavan
silently from a distance, cher-
ishing him in her heart. Yet,
she lacks the courage to
express her love, choosing
instead to hold it within.
Lyricist Ananta Sriram beau-
tifully conveys that sweet
ache and unspoken affection.
Shravan Bharadwaj’s music
adds a classic, soulful touch
to this love song, with bril-
liant instrumentation
enhancing its emotional pull.
Chinmayi Sripaada’s vocals
elevate the track even fur-
ther, bringing grace and
warmth to every note. 

Mumbai: Bollywood actress
Sonam Kapoor is embracing
her maternity phase with
signature style as she pre-
pares to welcome her second
child. Known for her bold
and thoughtful fashion
choices, the mom-to-be con-
tinues to redefine maternity
wear with looks that blend
tradition and modern ele-
gance.In her latest appear-
ance, Sonam opted for an
ethnic ensemble that stood
out for its cultural depth and
refined styling. She chose a
layered saree look featuring
a soft pink Kalamkari saree
by Asha Gautam, paired
with a pistachio-and-pink
Baluchari saree from The
Far East Art Studio. The
Baluchari textile drew inspi-
ration from a 19th-century
archival piece preserved at
The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, lending her outfit a
strong historical connection.
Sonam complimented her
look with a multi-layered
pearl necklace, statement

gold jhumkas with red
accents, bangles and a bold
ring. Her hair was neatly
tied back with a clean centre
part, complemented by a
small bindi and softly
defined eye makeup. The
understated beauty look
ensured the focus remained
on the sarees and jewellery.
The highlight of her ensem-
ble was the traditional
Hyderabadi Satlada Haar, a
seven-stringed necklace

crafted with pearls and pre-
cious stones. Originating
from the royal households of
the Nizams and Nawabs of
Hyderabad, the Satlada con-
tinues to be a timeless sym-
bol of elegance and heritage,
especially popular among
brides. Sonam’s pearl-and-
emerald Satlada added a
regal charm to her materni-
ty fashion statement, once
again showcasing her ability
to merge history with con-

temporary style. Several
celebrities have previously
embraced this royal neck-
lace. Actress Deepika
Padukone wore a Satlada
Haar for her mehendi cere-
mony in 2018, while
Nayanthara chose the
Hyderabadi Nizami Satlada
for her wedding in 2022.
Former actress Namrata
Shirodkar has also been
seen flaunting the iconic
piece at wedding events.

Presented by Mango
Mass Media and pro-
duced by Kona Venkat

under the Kona Film
Corporation banner, Band
Melam is directed by Satish
Javvaji and stars Harsh
Roshan and Sridevi in lead
roles. The film is scheduled
for release on March 13. The
movie’s glimpse was
released on the occasion of
Valentine’s Day by
Trivikram on social media.
Director Bobby and writer
BVS Ravi attended the press
meet as chief guests.
Director Bobby said, “I
insisted that the glimpse of
Band Melam be released on
Valentine’s Day. After
watching it, I found Roshan’s
number and called him
immediately. He will become
a big star in the future. He

performed very naturally
and confidently. Sukumar
garu likes my love stories a
lot and often asks whether I
will direct my story or if he
should. If I ever make a love
story, I would definitely
make it with Roshan. Sridevi
has a strong social media fol-
lowing and has performed
wonderfully in this film. I
wish her great success
ahead. Satish Javvaji looks
silent, but his writing car-
ries sharp satire. This film
will surely become a block-
buster. I feel we might even
start seeing men wearing
‘thaali’ after this film. His
writing and conviction clear-
ly reflect in the film. I hope to
work with Vijay Bulganin
soon. Satish Muthyala’s
visuals are impressive.
When Kona garu earns, it

feels like we all earn. Just
like he was confident during
Ninnu Kori, he is equally
confident now. This film will
make a big impact.”
Producer Kona Venkat said,
“In 2017, Shiva Nirvana
came to my office, intro-
duced by Shiva Turlapati,
and narrated a story I loved
immediately. That film later
became Ninnu Kori. I felt the
same excitement when
Satish Javvaji narrated
Band Melam. A single dia-
logue from this film con-
vinced me to produce it. I am
not a regular producer, I
only produce films when I
truly like the story. When I
heard this story, I could only
imagine Roshan and Sridevi
in the lead roles, and I decid-
ed to make the film only if
they agreed. Everyone,

including Vijay Bulganin
and Satish Muthyala, joined
the project. Writer-editor
Shiva Mupparaju worked
like an unseen pillar. We

planned to release a song but
decided to release the
glimpse at the last minute.
Trivikram immediately sup-
ported us when we asked

him. Bobby and BVS Ravi
are very important in my
life. Band Melam will
remain a memorable film
forever. This project began

because of my cousin
Shivaraju Rajasekhar. I
hope the audience will love
this film.” BVS Ravi said, “I
already watched Band
Melam. I had heard the story
earlier, but I was surprised
after watching the film.
Satish has directed it beauti-
fully and will become a very
good director. 
Everyone will talk about
Satish Muthyala’s visuals.
Vijay Bulganin will impress
once again with his music.
Harsh Roshan and Sridevi
performed wonderfully. The
film releases on March 13,
please watch and make it a
success.” Roshan said, “I
thank the Wall Poster team,
Nani anna, and the audience
for supporting me with
Court. Everyone has heard
the name Band Melam, and

with this film it will stay in
people’s hearts forever.
Thanks to Kona Venkat garu
for supporting us, and to
Bobby garu, BVS Ravi garu,
and Trivikram garu for
launching the glimpse.
Special thanks to director
Satish for this opportunity.
Our film releases on March
13, please support it.” Sridevi
said,”Band Melam is very
special to me. This is the first
story I heard after Court.
People still remember me as
Jabili, and with this film
they will remember me as
Rajamma. My character will
make the audience laugh
and cry. Thanks to Satish
garu for giving me this role,
to Kona garu for producing
the film, and to Vijay
Bulganin for the music I love
so much.
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irected and produced
by Arjun Sarja,
Seetha Payanam
arrives as a

Valentine’s Day release that
blends romance with emo-
tional depth and family sen-
timent. Rather than sticking
to a routine love-story tem-
plate, the film unfolds as a
heartfelt journey exploring
gratitude, relationships, and
moral responsibility. With a
calm narrative style and a
strong emotional backbone,
the film focuses more on sto-
rytelling and values than
commercial highs.

STORY
The story follows Seetha
(Aishwarya Arjun), whose
life changes drastically after
a life-threatening incident.
Thankful for surviving, she
sets out on a meaningful
journey to express gratitude
to those who helped her.
During this trip, she
encounters Abhishek
(Niranjan Sudhindra), a
reserved yet intriguing per-
sonality. What begins as a
simple acquaintance slowly
deepens into an emotional
connection.

PERFORMANCES
Aishwarya Arjun delivers a
poised and expressive per-
formance in her debut lead
role. She convincingly bal-
ances innocence with emo-
tional strength. Niranjan
Sudhindra brings subtle
intensity to his character,
making the evolving
romance feel organic. Arjun
Sarja appears in a signifi-
cant role that carries emo-
tional weight and reinforces
the film’s moral theme.
Dhruva Sarja makes a
dynamic appearance that

adds energy and fan
moments. Sathyaraj shines
in emotionally charged fam-
ily sequences. Prakash Raj
adds depth to crucial dra-
matic scenes. Kovai Sarala
provides well-timed light-
hearted moments that ease
the emotional intensity.

TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS
Music by Anup Rubens
enhances both romantic and
emotional segments effec-
tively. The cinematography
captures scenic road visuals
and intimate emotional
frames beautifully.

Dialogues are simple yet
meaningful, focusing on
relationships and gratitude.
The production design
maintains a clean and sin-
cere tone throughout.

WHAT WORKS 
Strong emotional founda-
tion 
Sincere performances
Family-oriented storytelling
Impactful climax Balanced
blend of romance and drama

WHAT COULD BE
BETTER

Slower pacing in the first

half
Tonal shift may surprise

viewers expecting a com-
mercial entertainer

FINAL VERDICT
Seetha Payanam is a rela-
tionship-driven emotional
drama that connects more
with family audiences than
mass-market viewers. It
stands out for its sincerity,
heartfelt performances,
and meaningful message.
Bottom Line: An emotional
journey with a thoughtful
message and satisfying
payoff.

Seetha Payanam Movie Review HEY BHAGAVAN” WILL MAKE YOU
LAUGH… AND TOUCH YOUR HEART:

SUCCESSFUL PRODUCER VAMSI NANDIPATI

A SOULFUL MELODY CHAATU CHAATU FROM
PURUSHAHA UNVEILED BY STUDENTS AT

KASTURBA GANDHI COLLEGE FOR WOMEN

SONAM KAPOOR CHANNELS OLD-WORLD
HYDERABAD WITH SATLADA HAAR

BAND MELAM WILL DEFINITELY BECOME A BLOCKBUSTER –
SUCCESSFUL DIRECTOR BOBBY AT THE GLIMPSE LAUNCH EVENT
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