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Man shot, 
Rs 6 lakh 
looted

Hyderabad: A man who went 
to deposit Rs 6 lakh cash at 
the SBI Main Branch ATM at 
Koti was shot in the leg 
before the assailants fled 
with his cash and scooter 
during the early hours of 
Saturday, January 31.Here is 
what the police investigation 
has uncovered so far.The 
victim, identified as Rinshad, 
is a businessman dealing in 
readymade kids’ clothing 
from Kozhikode, Kerala. He 
had come to the city on 
January 7 and brought Rs 6 
lakh in cash to purchase 
wholesale stock at Dewan 
Devdi, a release from the 
Hyderabad City Police read.
However, as he was unable 
to make the purchases, his 
cousin Mishban advised him 
to deposit the cash into his 
bank account.When he 
reached the SBI Main Branch 
ATM at Bank Street in Koti at 
around 7:00 am to deposit 
the money, two unidentified 
persons approached him 
from behind and threatened 
him by pressing a firearm 
against his abdomen.The 
accused fired two rounds, 
one of which struck 
Rinshad’s right leg. They 
proceeded to snatch the bag 
of cash and the vehicle keys 
from him and fled the spot in 
his vehicle.
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TN CM Stalin opens new 
agricultural college in Karaikudi

CHENNAI (TSIT): Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin 
on Saturday inaugurated the 
Agricultural College and 
Research Institute in the 
Chettinad area near Karaikudi 
in Sivaganga district, marking 
the beginning of a packed two-
day visit during which projects 
worth Rs 2,872 crore are being 
inaugurated and dedicated to 
the public.

The Agricultural College 
and Research Institute has 
been constructed in 
Kanadukathan, near 
Karaikudi, at a cost of Rs 61.78 
crore. The institution is expect-
ed to play a key role in strength-
ening agricultural education, 
research, and extension ser-
vices in the southern districts 
of Tamil Nadu, particularly 
benefiting students from rural 
and agrarian backgrounds.

Along with the college, the 
Chief Minister also inaugurat-
ed the C Subrahmaniam Multi-
Purpose Hall located within 
the campus premises. The 
facility has been designed to 
host academic events, confer-
ences, farmer training pro-
grammes, and community 
activities, thereby enhancing 
the institution's overall utility.

As part of his visit to 
Karaikudi, Stalin also inaugu-

rated the new Government 
Law College, aimed at expand-
ing access to legal education in 
the region.In another major 
boost to the local economy and 
employment generation, he 
formally opened the TIDEL 
Neo Park, which is expected to 
attract information technology 
and startup investments to the 
Sivaganga district and sur-
rounding areas.

In addition to inaugurating 
infrastructure projects, the 
Chief Minister distributed vari-
ous welfare assistance benefits 
to eligible beneficiaries on 
behalf of the State government, 
reiterating the administration’s 
commitment to inclusive devel-
opment and social security. 
Earlier in the day, upon his 
arrival in Sivaganga district, 
Stalin was accorded a warm and 
enthusiastic reception by DMK 
functionaries, senior govern-
ment officials, and members of 
the public. 

Projects worth 
Rs 2,872 cr for 
Sivaganga district 
were launched by 
Chief Minister

Doctors welcome Supreme Court ban on stem cell therapy for autism
New Delhi, Jan 31 (TSIT) : 
Doctors on Saturday welcomed 
the Supreme Court’s order 
against the use of stem cell 
therapy to treat autism -- a neu-
rodevelopmental condition 
affecting communication, 
social interaction, and 
behaviour.A bench comprising 
Justice JB Pardiwala and 
Justice R Mahadevan noted 
that stem cell therapy lacks 
“scientific support and has not 
been recognised as a sound 
medical practice backed by 
empirical evidence”.

The Bench ruled that “every 
use of stem cells in patients 
outside an approved clinical 
trial is unethical and shall be 
considered as malpractice.”

Doctors welcomed the move 
by SC as many private labs are 
minting money from patients 
over the promise of treatment 

for autism, amid a lack of sci-
entific evidence.

“This is absolutely the best 
thing that can happen because 
there is no proof or evidence of 
the utility of stem cell therapy 
in autism or in any neurologi-
cal disorder as of now,” Dr 
Manjari Tripathi, Head of 
Department, Neurology, 
AIIMS Delhi, told IANS.

“Many people in India, and 
private labs, are advertising 
stem cells for autism and other 
disorders like cerebral palsy 

and charging patients any-
where between Rs 6 and 20 
lakh. Many families have lost 
money with no improvement. 
So, it's a correct move by the 
Supreme Court, and should 
have come earlier,” she added.

Notably, the Ethics and Medical 
Registration Board (EMRB), under 
the National Medical Commission 
(NMC), had, in December 2022, con-
stituted the Committee on Stem 
Cell Use in Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).It had stated that 
none of the current international 

guidelines recommend stem cell 
therapy as a treatment for ASD and 
added that the therapy is not rec-
ommended as a treatment for ASD 
in clinical practice. Moreover, the 
Court also 
noted that an 
unproven ther-
apy cannot be 
“demanded by 
a patient as a 
matter of 
right”.It stated 
“patients may 
remain under 
t h e r a p e u t i c 
misconception 
and anticipate 
such results 
from an 
unproven treat-
ment as may be 
expected from 
routine treat-
ment and care. 

Following through with the medi-
cal treatment even when patients 
are under such a misconception is, 
in our view, a gross violation of 
medical ethics," the Court noted.

Doctors on Saturday welcomed 
the Supreme Court’s order 

against the use of stem cell 
therapy to treat autism -- a neu-

rodevelopmental condition 
affecting communication, social 

interaction, and behaviour.

CM Revanth interacts with 
students & alumni at Harvard 

on final day of US visit
Hyderabad (TSIT): On the final 
day of his visit to the United 
States, Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy engaged in an 
interactive session with stu-
dents, alumni, and delegations 
at Harvard University. He met 
participants from various 
schools of Harvard, along with 
students and alumni from lead-
ing institutions including MIT 
and Columbia University.

During the interaction, a wide 
range of issues were discussed, 
such as leadership, success, eco-
nomic growth models, sustain-
ability, environmental challeng-
es, and focused welfare initia-
tives for farmers, women, and 
youth. The Chief Minister 
shared his vision of “Telangana 
Rising 2047,” outlining the 
state’s development priorities, 
future challenges, and opportu-

nities for inclusive growth and 
empowerment.When students 
requested him to teach leader-
ship, CM Revanth Reddy 
responded with humour, saying 

that Harvard’s 
eminent profes-
sors were the best 
teachers, and that 
he preferred 
meaningful two-
way conversa-

tions centred on learning and 
sharing rather than acting as an 
“impostor professor.”

Expressing strong optimism 
about India’s future, he said 

Telangana and Hyderabad are 
poised to set the pace for nation-
al growth. He urged students 
and alumni to remain connected 
with India and act as brand 
ambassadors for Telangana 
Rising on the global stage. 
Several students, in turn, 
assured the Chief Minister of 
their commitment to contribut-
ing to the state’s development in 
the years to come.

CM Revanth Reddy shared the 
vision of “Telangana Rising 2047” at 
Harvard, urging global students and 

alumni to act as brand ambassa-
dors for Telangana’s inclusive 
growth and future leadership.

Budget 2026 to focus on 
defence, capex, infrastructure, fiscal discipline

New Delhi, Jan 31 (TSIT): As 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman gears up to table 
the Union Budget 2026-27 in 
Parliament on February 1, 
economists say the emphasis 
this year will be on defence, 
infrastructure, capex, power, 
and higher growth in afford-
able housing, apart from bal-
ancing social welfare with 
fiscal prudence.

Besides, policymakers will 
also balance growth priori-
ties with fiscal discipline 
amid heightened global 
uncertainty.The Budget is 
likely to strike a deft balance 
of sustaining growth momen-
tum and maintaining fiscal 
consolidation.

It also needs to address 
near-term challenges emanat-
ing from unprecedented geo-
political flux, said econo-
mists.The government has 
been steadfast on the path of 
fiscal consolidation, with the 
fiscal deficit easing from 
Covid induced high of 9.2 per 
cent to 4.4 per cent for FY26E 
(estimated).

According to experts, gov-
ernment will largely main-
tain its “fiscal rectitude and 
do not expect major deviation 
from this path”.

FM Sitharaman will pres-
ent the 15th Budget of the PM 
Modi government on 
February 1. This will also be 
the second full Budget since 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) came to 
power for a third consecutive 
term in 2024. Sitharaman is 
also the first woman finance 
minister of the country to 

present the Budget in 
Parliament for the ninth con-
secutive time.

While the FY26 Budget was 
more tilted towards stimulat-
ing middle-class consump-
tion with tax reliefs, the FY27 
Budget’s approach to stimu-
lating consumption will be 
selective, they added.

According to economists, 
the budget is likely to focus 
more on capital expenditure, 

especially in sectors deemed 
to be strategically important 
owing to prevailing geopoliti-
cal compulsions, said Motilal 
Oswal Financial Services Ltd 
in its ‘India Strategy’ report.
Meanwhile, investors are 
likely to be focused on the 
debt metrics, deficit outcome 
and scheduled borrowings for 
the next year Budget to align 
with strategic objectives.

 The size of borrowings will 
be an important consider-
ation for the bond markets, 
said a note by DBS Bank. 
Notably, the ‘Economic 
Survey 2025-26’ presented a 
comprehensive assessment of 
the economy, projecting FY27 
growth at 6.8-7.2 per cent from 
7.4 per cent this year, higher 
than street estimates.
Moreover, India’s stock 
exchanges will hold a regular 
live trading session on the 
Union Budget 2026-27 on 
February 1, despite being a 
Sunday.

Economists expect 
Union Budget 2026–27 
to prioritise defence, 
infrastructure and 
capital expenditure 

while maintaining fiscal 
discipline amid global 

uncertainties.

Hyderabad (TSIT) : Minister 
for IT and Industries Sri D. 
Sridhar Babu said the 
Government of India’s Economic 
Survey 2025–26 stands as strong 
evidence of Telangana’s all-
round progress, economic stabil-
ity, and transparent governance 
under the leadership of Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy. 
Addressing a press meet at the 
Secretariat on Saturday. 

Minister stated that the sur-
vey has effectively countered 
misinformation campaigns 
aimed at damaging Telangana’s 
image.He said criticism is a 
healthy democratic tradition 
and the State government wel-
comes constructive feedback. 
However, he cautioned that 
opposition criticism must be 

based on facts and not fabricated 
narratives driven by political 
motives. Certain vested inter-
ests, unable to digest Telangana’s 
rapid development and welfare 
measures, were deliberately 
spreading false claims that the 
State economy had collapsed, he 
alleged.Citing survey data, 
Sridhar Babu pointed out that 

Telangana has shown strong 
improvement in inflation con-
trol. While the national inflation 
average for 2024–25 stood at 
4.63%, Telangana recorded a 
lower 3.67%. 

For the current financial year 
(April–December), national infla-
tion averaged 1.72% compared to 
just 0.20% in Telangana. He high-
lighted the steady decline in 
headline inflation in the State—
from 8.61% in 2022–23 to 6.36% in 
2023–24 and further down to 
3.67% in 2024–25. Minister said 
Telangana is not dependent sole-
ly on Central grants and has dem-
onstrated strong fiscal capacity 
through its own tax revenues. 
The survey confirms investor 
confidence and robust annual 
growth, he added.

Economic Survey Validates Telangana’s 
Growth Story: Minister Sridhar Babu

Minister for IT and Industries 
D. Sridhar Babu

ED files supplementary chargesheet in 
fraud involving Andhra Govt skill scheme
Hyderabad (TSIT): The ED filed a 
supplementary chargesheet in a 
Special PMLA Court in 
Visakhapatnam over cheating and 
diversion of crores of rupees invest-
ed by the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment in a skill development 
project involving a private 
company, an official said on 
Saturday.The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED), Hyderabad 
Zonal Office, filed the 
Supplementary Prosecution 
Complaint against Vikas 
Khanvelkar, Suman Bose, Mukul 
Chandra Agarwal, Suresh Goyal 
and others.

The chargesheet also named a 
company - Designtech Systems 
Private Limited (DTSPL). The total 
attachment of properties in the 
case, so far, is Rs 54.74 crore, the ED 
said.The Special Court, 
Visakhapatnam, took cognizance of 

the supplementary chargesheet on 
January 28, said an ED statement. 
The agency initiated investigation 
on the basis of FIR registered by the 
Andhra Pradesh CID in the case of 
APSSDC Siemens Project against 

DTSPL and others for 
cheating the Andhra 
Pradesh government.

The accused diverted the 
funds invested by the state 
government for other pur-
poses. The project was orig-

inally meant to promote skill devel-
opment and entrepreneurship. The 
ED investigation revealed that 
Khanvelkar, Managing Director of 
DTSPL, Soumyadri Sekhar Bose 
alias Suman Bose, ex-Managing 
Director of Siemens Industry 
Software India, and their close asso-
ciates, Agarwal and Suresh Goyal 
diverted the government funds with 
the help of shell or defunct entities.

New Delhi, Jan 31 : External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar on Saturday met Oman’s 
Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi in New Delhi, 

where both sides discussed key issues 
including trade, critical minerals and regional 

developments, underscoring the depth of 
India-Oman Strategic Partnership.
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Hyderabad: In a significant 
step toward digital transfor-
mation in sports administra-
tion, the Government of 
Telangana inaugurated the 
Artificial Intelligence-based 
platform TAGS (Telangana 
Assistance for Games & 
Sports) during the ongoing 
2nd Edition of CM’s Cup 2025 
on Friday.The platform was 
formally launched by Chief 

Secretary K. Ramakrishna 
Rao in the presence of Special 
Chief Secretary, Youth 
Advancement, Tourism & 
Culture (YAT&C) and Sports 
Department Jayesh Ranjan 
and Sports Authority of 
Telangana Vice Chairman & 
Managing Director 
Dr.A.Sonibala Devi, along 
with senior officials of SATG.
TAGS is designed to strength-

en sports governance and ath-
lete support systems through 
advanced digital solutions. 
The integrated platform 
includes a dedicated website, 
an AI-powered chatbot, and a 
WhatsApp AI chatbot, 
enabling sportspersons and 
stakeholders to access real-
time information, guidance, 
and support in both Telugu 
and English.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Secretary appreciat-
ed the Sports Authority of 
Telangana for initiating the 
TAGS platform and said the 
technology-driven system 
would greatly enhance acces-
sibility, transparency, and 
responsiveness in sports 
administration. He empha-
sized that leveraging digital 
innovation is essential for 
strengthening governance 
ecosystems across depart-
ments.Officials stated that the 
launch of TAGS marks a 
major milestone in 
Telangana’s commitment to 
adopting cutting-edge digital 
solutions for the holistic 
development of sports and 
sportspersons in the state.

AI-Based Sports Governance Platform 
“TAGS” Inaugurated During CM’s Cup 2025

Hyderabad:The auspicious Sri Nityananda 
Trayodashi, marking the divine appearance 
of Sri Nityananda Rama, was celebrated with 
great devotion and spiritual fervour at the 
Hare Krishna Golden Temple, Banjara Hills, 
on Saturday. Large numbers of devotees 
from across the city participated in the grand 
celebrations.Sri Nityananda Rama is revered 
as the incarnation of Lord Balarama, the 
eternal associate and elder brother of Lord 
Sri Krishna. Scriptures narrate that during 
the age of Kali, Lord Balarama manifested as 
Sri Nityananda Rama in 1474 AD at 
Ekachakra village in present-day West 
Bengal to assist Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
in spreading the Yuga-Dharma of Hari Nama 
Sankirtana, the congregational chanting of 
the holy names. Fondly known as Nitai, Sri 
Nityananda Rama is celebrated for His 
boundless mercy and compassion toward 
all living beings.The highlight of the cele-
brations was the Ashtottara (108) Kalasha 
Maha Abhishekam of Sri Sri Nitai 
Gauranga, performed with sacred sub-
stances including panchamritam, pancha-

gavyam, fruit juices, aromatic essences, 
and flowers. The ceremony concluded with 
a vibrant Maha Arati, accompanied by 
spirited sankirtana and devotional danc-
ing.Morning rituals featured a three-hour 
Hari Nama Sankirtana, followed by the 
offering of a grand Chappan Bhog compris-
ing 56 varieties of prasadam. Senior mem-
bers of the Hare Krishna Movement, 
Hyderabad, also felicitated youth and con-
gregational devotees for their enthusiastic 
participation in Srila Prabhupada’s Book 
Marathon, which focused on distributing 
Bhagavad Gitas and Vedic literature to 
the public.Addressing the gathering, His 
Grace Sriman Satya Gaura Chandra Dasa 
Prabhuji, President of Hare Krishna 
Movement, Hyderabad, emphasized that 
Sri Nityananda Rama is the original spiri-
tual master whose mercy awakens pure 
love for God and leads devotees to the 
lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha Krishna.The 
celebrations concluded with final kirtans 
and the distribution of prasadam to all 
devotees.

Sri Nityananda Trayodashi Celebrated with Devotion 
at Hare Krishna Golden Temple, Hyderabad

Hyderabad, January 31, 
2026: Sindhu Hospitals, 
Hyderabad today felicitated 
renowned oncologist Dr. 
Nori Dattatreyudu follow-
ing his conferment with the 
Padma Bhushan, for his 
exceptional contributions to 
the field of medicine and 
cancer care.

The felicitation ceremony, 
held at Sindhu Hospitals, 
brought together leading cli-
nicians, researchers, and 
members of the medical fra-
ternity to celebrate Dr. 
Nori’s decades-long work in 
advancing oncology and 
improving cancer outcomes 
globally.While felicitating 
Dr Nori, Dr. Parthasaradhi 
Reddy, Chairman Sindhu 
Hospitals, said, “Dr. Nori 
Dattatreyudu’s Padma 
Bhushan is a moment of 
immense pride for the medi-
cal community and for 
India. It gives me immense 
pleasure and a matter of 
pride to have him here with 
us. My association with Dr 
Nori goes back 30 years, to 

when I decided to establish 
Hetero in the US. We are 
privileged to have him as 
Chief Advisor to the Sindhu 
Hospitals.” Dr. Nori is inter-
nationally recognised for 
his pioneering work in high-
dose-rate brachytherapy, 
which has significantly 
transformed the treatment 
of cancers of the cervix, uri-
nary system, chest, head, 
and neck. Commenting on 
the occasion, Dr. Nori said, 
“When I look at our nurs-
es, physicians, and support 
teams, I don’t see hospital 
employees; instead, I see a 
safety net. These are the 

people who stand between 
illness and recovery, 
between anxiety and 
relief.”

He further added that 
hospitals must remember 
that patients come to them 
at the most vulnerable 
moments of their lives. 
“When patients come to 
hospitals, they place their 
bodies, their secrets, and 
their trust in our hands. 
Carrying that trust means 
moving beyond being 
good to becoming excep-
tional — through safety, 
systems, and the science 
of patient care.

Sindhu Hospitals Felicitates Padma 
Bhushan Awardee Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu 

for Excellence in Oncology

Hyderabad: District 
Collector Dasari 
Harichandana said that 
the services rendered by 
Golconda Tahsildar 
Ahalya are truly inspira-
tional and worthy of emu-
lation.

 Collector attended the 
retirement felicitation cer-
emony of Tahsildar 
Ahalya, who retired after 
completing 39 years of ded-
icated service in the 
Revenue Department 
across various positions. 
She was warmly honoured 
at a function held on 
Saturday at Hotel Kinnera 
Grand in Attapur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Collector 
Harichandana praised 
Ahalya for her commit-
ment and sincerity in dis-
charging her duties. She 
noted that Ahalya played a 

crucial role during major 
events such as the 
Hyderabad Bonalu festival 
and worked tirelessly dur-
ing recent heavy rains 
with a strong sense of 
responsibility.

 Collector said that 
newly recruited staff in 
the Revenue Department 
should take Tahsildar 
Ahalya as a role model. 
She added that retirement 
is only from service and 

encouraged her to contin-
ue contributing to society 
while enjoying a happy 
and peaceful life with her 
family.

DRO E. Venkatachari, 
State President 
Lachireddy, RDOs 
Ramakrishna and Sairam, 
Tahsildars from various 
mandals, leaders of differ-
ent associations, and oth-
ers attended the pro-
gramme.

Tahsildar Ahalya’s Services Are Inspirational: 
Collector Harichandana Dasari

Khammam (TSIT): BRS chief and 
Telangana’s first Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao (KCR) 
has been served an SIT notice, 
which former BRS Lok Sabha 
leader and ex-MP Nama 
Nageswar Rao, strongly con-
demned. He described the move 
as a politically motivated attempt 
to undermine KCR’s stature.
Speaking on Saturday Nama alleged that 
the government issued the notice with 
the intention of tarnishing KCR’s reputa-
tion under the guise of SIT proceedings. 

He emphasized that KCR has 
never refused to cooperate 
with any investigation and, as 
a law-abiding leader, had 
expressed his willingness to 
fully cooperate. The Chief 
Minister had requested the 
probe be conducted at his resi-
dence in Erravalli, but this 
plea was unilaterally rejected, 

he said. Nama further stated that such 
actions are being taken to divert public 
attention from key issues during munici-
pal and corporation elections. 

SIT Notice Served to KCR Amid Political Targeting: Nama 

Hyderabad: Telangana 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu 
is actively participating in 
the Assembly election cam-
paign in the Union 
Territory of Puducherry.
As part of the campaign, 
the Deputy CM arrived in 
the capital city of 
Puducherry on Saturday 
morning. He received a 
grand welcome at 
Puducherry airport from 
PCC President and sitting 
MP Vaidyalingam, former 
minister Kandasamy, and 
CLP leader Swaminathan.

A padayatra covering all 

23 Assembly constituencies 
is underway as part of the 
election outreach. The 
march reached the 21st 
constituency, M. Bulam, on 
Saturday. Deputy CM 
Bhatti Vikramarka is 
scheduled to join the paday-
atra in the evening and 
later address a massive 
public meeting organised 
locally as the chief guest.
Party leaders and cadres 
expressed enthusiasm over 
his visit, stating that his 
participation would ener-
gise the campaign and 
strengthen the party’s pros-
pects in the elections.

Deputy CM Bhatti 
Busy with Puducherry 

Election Campaign

Hyderabad: A coordination 
meeting was held at Gandhi 
Bhavan under the leadership 
of TPCC President Mahesh 
Kumar Goud to strategise for 
the victory of Congress can-
didates in all municipalities 
under the Zaheerabad 
Parliamentary constituency.
The meeting was organised 
in coordination with 
Ministers Damodar Raja 
Narasimha and Azharuddin, 
focusing on strengthening 
election preparedness and 
ensuring unified campaign 
efforts across the segment.

MP Suresh Shetkar 
attended the meeting along 
with MLAs from all 

Assembly constituencies in 
the parliamentary limits Dr. 
Sanjeev Reddy, Madan 

Mohan Rao, and Thota 
Lakshmi Kantha Rao. 
Government Advisor 
Shabbir Ali, former minister 
Chandrasekhar, TGIIC 
Chairperson Nirmala 
Jaggareddy, SETWIN 
Chairman Giridhar Reddy, 
and Congress constituency 
in-charges were also present.
Leaders discussed campaign 
coordination, grassroots 
mobilisation, and booth-level 
strategies aimed at securing 
a comprehensive win for the 
party in the upcoming 
municipal elections.

Congress Holds Strategy Meet at Gandhi Bhavan for Zaheerabad Segment Municipal Polls

Hyderabad: Telangana Pradesh 
Mahila Congress Vice President 
Dr Rekha Boyalapalli said the suc-
cessful organisation of the world-
famous Sammakka 
Saralamma Medaram 
Jatara stands as a strong 
example of people-centric 
governance under the 
leadership of Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy. In a statement, she 
said the State government 
completed infrastructure works 
worth ₹300 crore ahead of the 
Jatara, ensuring dignity, safety, 
and convenience for millions of 
devotees who participated in 
Asia’s second largest tribal reli-
gious congregation. According to 
Dr Rekha, the large-scale develop-
ment works included four-lane 

roads, expanded parking zones, 
improved entry and exit corri-
dors, and comprehensive area 
modernisation, transforming 

Medaram into a well-
planned pilgrimage 
destination. She 
credited Minister 
Danasari Anasuya 
(Seethakka) for per-
sonally supervising 
the arrangements 
while ensuring that 

tribal traditions and cultural 
practices were fully respected. 
She added that the Endowments 
Department and district adminis-
tration coordinated effectively to 
maintain smooth darshan, disci-
plined queue systems, and effi-
cient temple management 
throughout the festival.

Congress Governance Reflected at Asia’s 
Largest Medaram Jatara Dr Rekha 

Hyderabad: A total of 5,582 
children were rescued 
across Telangana during 
the month-long special 
drive Operation Smile-XII, 
aimed at eradicating child 
labour and tracing miss-
ing children, Additional 
Director General of Police 
(Women Safety Wing) 
Charu Sinha said on 
Saturday.
 operation was 
conducted from 
January 1 to 31 
under the guid-
ance of the Union 
Ministry of Home 
Affairs. As part of 
the drive, 121 sub-
divisional police 
teams involving 
605 personnel carried out 
intensive inspections 
across the State. The oper-
ation was executed in 
coordination with the 
departments of Women & 
Child Welfare, Labour, 
Health, Child Welfare 
Committees, and volun-
tary organizations.

Prior to the drive, a 
state-level coordination 
meeting was held on 
December 29, during 
which personnel received 
special training on the 
Juvenile Justice Act and 

child labour prohibition 
laws. Following this, 
extensive raids were con-
ducted at railway stations, 
bus stands, brick kilns, 
mechanic workshops, tea 
stalls, and other vulnera-
ble locations.

Among the rescued chil-
dren, 5,108 were boys and 
474 were girls. Of them, 

2,292 children 
belonged to near-
ly 15 states includ-
ing Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Odisha, 
and Andhra 
P r a d e s h . 
Additionally, 43 
children from 
n e i g h b o r i n g 
Nepal were also 

rescued.
Officials identified 

4,567 children as child 
labourers, 486 as street 
children, 38 engaged in 
begging, and 491 in other 
forms of exploitation. 
Police registered 1,480 
FIRs and arrested 1,483 
accused persons involved 
in employing children. 
The Labour Department 
issued 1,363 inspection 
reports and imposed 
fines totaling ₹41.78 lakh 
under the Minimum 
Wages Act.

5,582 Children Rescued 
Under ‘Operation Smile-XII’ 

ADGP Charu Sinha
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Bandru Shobharani Participates
 in Sammakka–Saralamma Jatara 

at Challuru
Hyderabad: Telangana State Women’s Corporation 
Chairperson Bandru Shobharani participated in the 
Sammakka Saralamma Jatara held at Challuru village in 
Rajapet mandal of Aleru constituency on Saturday and 
offered prayers to the tribal deities.On the occasion, she 
prayed for the well-being, prosperity, and happiness of the 
people of the State. Interacting with devotees and local 
residents, Shobharani highlighted the cultural and spiri-
tual significance of the Sammakka–Saralamma festival 
and said such traditions reflect the rich heritage of 
Telangana.Local leaders and devotees accompanied her 
during the visit.If you want, I can make it more formal 
press note style or add quotes.

Hyderabad: An 
Integrated Cancer Therapy 
awareness session was 
organized under the aegis 
of the Press Club, 
Somajiguda, bringing 
attention to the growing 
global acceptance of inte-
grated approaches in can-
cer care that combine 
Ayurveda and modern 
medical systems.

The programme was 
held in connection with 
World Cancer Awareness 
Month, observed every 

February, ahead of World 
Cancer Day on February 4. 
Renowned Integrated 
Cancer Specialist Dr. 
Sarath Addanki, based in 
the United States and 
Chairman of Ojasika and 
Radhas Ayurway 
Hospitals, addressed the 
gathering as the chief 
speaker.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Addanki high-
lighted the importance of 
combining traditional 
healing systems with mod-

ern medical science to sup-
port cancer patients physi-
cally and emotionally. He 
shared that his journey 
into Ayurveda and inte-
grated cancer therapy was 
inspired by the loss of his 
mother, which motivated 
him to dedicate his life to 
holistic cancer care. He 
emphasized that integrat-
ed therapy approaches are 
gaining international rec-
ognition for improving 
quality of life and support-
ing recovery.

Integrated Cancer Therapy Awareness Session at Press Club

New Executive Committee 
Elected for Telangana IFS 
Officers’ Association

Hyderabad: Telangana Indian Forest 
Service (IFS) Officers’ Association has 
elected its new executive committee at a 
meeting held on Saturday 

Vinay Kumar was elected as President, 
while Ratnakar Jauhari took charge as 
Vice President. Dr. Priyanka Varghese, 
was chosen as Secretary and Ranjith 
Naik  as Joint Secretary. B. Praveen, was 
appointed Treasurer.The newly elected 
office-bearers stated that they would 
work towards strengthening forest con-
servation efforts and actively promote 
the welfare of officers in the service.
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
Dr. C. Suvarna congratulated the new 
executive body and conveyed her best 
wishes for their tenure.

State Women’s Corporation 
Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani Visits Fire 
Accident Victim

Hyderabad: Telangana State Women’s 
Corporation Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani visited Rajapet mandal head-
quarters in Aleru constituency and con-
soled the family of BRS Mandal President 
Sattu Tirumalesh after his wife sustained 
injuries in a fire accident.Shobharani visit-
ed their residence, enquired about her 
health condition, and expressed concern 
over the incident. She assured the family of 
all possible support and wished the victim a 
speedy recovery. Local leaders and family 
members were present during the visit.

Hyderabad: State Transport 
and BC Welfare Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar inaugu-
rated a Traffic Awareness 
Park at the Government 
Aliya Model High School in 
Hyderabad on Saturday and 
stressed that wearing hel-
mets must be mandatory for 
all motorists.

The park was launched on the 
concluding day of Road Safety 
Month (January 1–31). Developed 
at a cost of ₹14 lakh with joint sup-
port from SDF funds and UNICEF, 

it is the first traffic awareness 
children’s park set up inside a 
government school campus in 
Telangana.Speaking on the occa-
sion Minister said road safety is a 
collective social responsibility. 

Expressing concern that an 
average of 20 people lose their 
lives daily in road accidents, 
he said traffic safety education 
must begin at the school level. 
He appreciated live demon-
strations conducted by stu-
dents and later administered a 
road safety pledge to attend-

ees.Ponnam Prabhakar 
announced that the Transport 
Department would soon intro-
duce online and offline certifica-
tion and pledge programmes 
involving students and parents. 

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Inaugurates Traffic 
Awareness Park at Govt Aliya School
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International Head & Neck Oncology Summit-2026 Concludes Successfully; 
Yashoda Hospitals Launch AI-Enabled Oncology Clinic

Hyderabad, January 31, 
2026: The International 
Head & Neck Oncology 
Summit-2026, organised by 
the Oncology Department 
of Yashoda Hospitals, 
Hi-Tech City, concluded 
successfully with the par-
ticipation of over 500 lead-
ing oncology specialists 
from India and abroad. 
The summit was inaugu-
rated by Cyberabad Police 
Commissioner Dr. M. 
Ramesh, IPS, who attend-
ed the event as the chief 
guest.

On the occasion, 
Yashoda Hospitals – 
Hi-Tech City launched an 
AI-enabled Head & Neck 
Oncology Clinic, aimed at 

the highly accurate and 
early detection of head and 
neck cancers. The 
advanced clinic focuses on 
personalised cancer care 
by analysing patients’ 
genetic and molecular pro-
files and offering AI-driven 
treatment plans, including 
robotic surgery, targeted 
therapies and immuno-
therapy.

Speaking at the launch, 
Dr. G. S. Rao, Managing 
Director of Yashoda 
Hospitals, said the new 
clinic marks a significant 
milestone in personalised 
oncology care, reinforcing 
the hospital’s commitment 
to adopting cutting-edge 
technologies for improved 

patient outcomes.
Addressing the gather-

ing, Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS, 
noted that head and neck 
cancers account for nearly 
30 per cent of all cancer 
cases in India, with around 
2.25 lakh new cases and 
1.25 lakh deaths annually. 
He pointed out that while 
the disease is commonly 
seen in the 50–70 age group, 
Indian patients tend to be 
diagnosed at a younger age 
compared to Western 
countries. He said the 
launch of the AI-based 
clinic highlights Yashoda 
Hospitals’ continued focus 
on advanced, early-detec-
tion solutions.

Dr. Chinababu 

Sunkavalli, Clinical 
Director and Robotic 
Surgical Oncologist at 
Yashoda Hospitals – 
Hi-Tech City, said the 
clinic represents a shift 
from conventional treat-
ment protocols to biology-
based, patient-specific 
cancer care, aligned with 
global best practices. He 
added that the summit 
featured expert-led dis-
cussions on emerging 
trends and future strate-
gies in head and neck 
oncology, with interna-
tionally renowned faculty 
such as Dr. Jatin P. Shah 
and Dr. Anil K. D’Cruz 
participating in the delib-
erations.

— Lalit Garg

T
he Union Budget 
presented by the 
Union Finance 
Minister, Nirmala 

Sitharaman, on the floor of 
Parliament is not merely 
an annual statement of 
income and expenditure. It 
is, in fact, a mirror reflect-
ing the country’s economic 
direction, social priorities, 
and future possibilities. At 
a time when India is rapid-
ly consolidating its identity 
on the global stage as an 
emerging economic power, 
while simultaneously grap-
pling with global uncer-
tainties, geopolitical ten-
sions, climate challenges, 
and rapid technological 
change, this Budget 
assumes even greater sig-
nificance. From individual 
citizens to traders, indus-
trialists, farmers, workers, 
youth, and the middle 
class—everyone’s eyes are 
fixed on the Budget, as it 
offers not only a snapshot 
of the current year’s eco-
nomic landscape but also a 
glimpse of the “India of the 
future.”

The Economic Survey 
presented ahead of the 
Budget has offered several 
important insights into the 
government’s thinking and 
policy vision. It emphasiz-
es that development should 
not be confined merely to 
numerical growth, but 
should focus on the expan-
sion of opportunities, inclu-
sive progress, and long-
term sustainability. The 
Survey acknowledges that 
while the Indian economy 
does face challenges, its 
potential far outweighs 
them. This very perspec-
tive should form the core 
spirit of the Budget—an 
audacious attempt to trans-
form challenges into oppor-
tunities.The foremost and 
most crucial expectation 
from the Budget relates to 
enhancing the purchasing 
power of the lower-income 
sections. An economy 
attains real strength only 
when the person standing 

at its lowest rung is able to 
live a life of dignity and 
actively participate in con-
sumption. When the 
incomes of the lower-
income groups rise and 
they gain access to afford-
able and accessible servic-
es, the immediate impact is 
felt on demand. Increased 
demand, in turn, stimu-
lates production, invest-
ment, and employment. 
Therefore, the Budget must 
focus on concrete measures 
for employment genera-
tion, along with direct cash 
transfers, food security, 
healthcare, and education. 
Strengthening pro-
grammes such as 
MGNREGA, introducing 
similar initiatives for the 
urban poor, and ensuring 
social security for workers 
in the unorganised sector 
can prove to be significant 
steps in this direction.

Urban development 
should be another major 
focal point of this Budget. 
India is rapidly urbanising, 
and cities are facing mount-
ing pressure on housing, 
transport, water supply, 
sanitation, and the envi-
ronment. Continued over-
reliance on a few metropol-
itan cities is no longer a 
viable option. The idea of 
urban decentralisation 
suggested by World Bank 
President Ajay Banga is 
particularly relevant in 
today’s context. 
Transforming small and 
medium cities into centres 
of economic activity and 
promoting industries and 
services there would not 
only reduce the burden on 
megacities but also help 
correct regional imbalanc-
es. If the Budget introduces 
special urban infrastruc-
ture packages for Tier-2 
and Tier-3 cities—covering 
transport networks, digital 
connectivity, and skill 
development—it could lay 
the foundation for far-
reaching transformation.

At the global level, rising 
tariffs, trade barriers, and 
protectionist tendencies 
present both challenges 
and opportunities for India. 
Ajay Banga’s observation 
that greater attention 
should be paid to trade 
opportunities rather than 
excessive concern over tar-
iffs offers a perspective 
well suited to India’s cur-
rent position. India pos-
sesses a vast domestic mar-
ket, a young population, 
strong digital capabilities, 

and a vibrant entrepre-
neurial spirit. If this Budget 
extends meaningful sup-
port to export-oriented 
industries, start-ups, man-
ufacturing, and value-add-
ed sectors, India can fur-
ther strengthen its position 
in global supply chains. 
Initiatives such as “Make 
in India” and “Atmanirbhar 
Bharat” must move beyond 
slogans and be backed by 
practical policy support—
through a simplified tax 
structure, easy access to 
credit, greater investment 
in research and innova-
tion, and improved ease of 
doing business.

In this context, ignoring 
the role of the middle class 
would be economically self-
defeating. The middle class 
forms the backbone of any 
economy—it is both the 
largest consumer base and 
the most significant tax-
payer. Ironically, this very 
segment often finds itself 
relatively neglected in 
Budget deliberations. 
Rising inflation, the high 
costs of education and 
healthcare, housing loans, 
and the burden of taxes 
have adversely affected 
both the savings and con-
sumption capacity of the 
middle class. Rational 
reforms in income tax 
slabs, tax relief on educa-
tion and healthcare, and 
incentives for housing in 
this Budget would not only 
provide much-needed relief 
to the middle class but also 
strengthen demand-led 
growth.

From the perspective of 
industry and the business 
community, the foremost 
expectation from the 
Budget is a stable and pre-
dictable policy environ-
ment. Investors are wary of 
uncertainty. Frequent 
changes in tax policies, 
complex compliance 
requirements, and regula-
tory ambiguities hinder 
investment. If this Budget 
clearly signals a long-term 
tax policy framework, pro-
vides affordable credit to 

the MSME sector, encour-
ages technological upgra-
dation, and introduces spe-
cial packages for green 
industries, it would signifi-
cantly boost business confi-
dence. The MSME sector, 
in particular—being the 
largest source of employ-
ment—must be positioned 
at the centre of economic 
revival.

The vision of India’s 
future cannot be limited to 
economic growth alone. 
Environmental sustain-
ability, social justice, and 
human development are 
equally vital. In the context 
of climate change, the 
Budget must prioritise 
green energy, clean trans-
portation, and sustainable 
agriculture. This would not 
only protect the environ-
ment but also create new 
industries and employ-
ment opportunities. 
Investment in education 
and skill development will 
prepare the future work-
force for global competi-
tion, while increased 
spending on healthcare 
will lay the foundation for a 
healthy and productive 
society.Ultimately, this 
Budget represents a test of 
balance—between fiscal 
discipline and developmen-
tal expenditure, between 
short-term relief and long-
term reforms, and among 
the expectations of differ-
ent sections of society. If 
the Budget succeeds in 
enhancing the purchasing 
power of the lower-income 
groups, providing relief to 
the middle class, accelerat-
ing urban decentralisation, 
and transforming global 
challenges into opportuni-
ties, it will emerge not 
merely as a financial docu-
ment but as a manifesto for 
progress towards a 
“Developed India.” What 
the country needs today is 
precisely such a Budget—
one that inspires hope, 
builds confidence, and 
presents a positive and cou-
rageous vision for the 
future.

From the Economic Survey to the 
Budget: In Search of India’s Future

Tirupati: Advanced med-
ical equipment worth Rs. 
90 lakh was donated to the 
Sri Padmavati Children’s 
Heart Centre by Smt. 
Madhurima Singh, 
Executive Director of the 
Mumbai-based Alkem 
Foundation.  The equip-
ment was formally handed 
over to TTD JEO (Health & 
Education) Dr. A. Sharath 
on Saturday.

Details of the donated 
equipment are as follows:

High-end Ventilators – 4
Patient Monitors – 4
Humidifiers – 4
HFNC (High Flow Nasal 

Cannula) devices – 4
Speaking on the occa-

sion, JEO(H&E) stated that 

the donated equipment 
would be highly beneficial 
for pediatric cardiac treat-
ments.  He appreciated the 
Alkem Foundation for 
coming forward to support 
the healthcare needs of 
children, especially by con-
tributing equipment 
required for the upcoming 
new Children’s Hospital. 

On the occasion, Smt 
Madhurima Singh was 
felicitated with a shawl 
and presented with a por-
trait of Sri Venkateswara. 
Hospital Director Dr. 
Srinath Reddy, RMO Dr. 
Bharat, representatives of 
the Alkem Foundation, 
doctors, and hospital staff 
were present.

Medical Equipment worth 
Rs. 90 Lakh donated to SPCHC

Khammam: Revenue, 
Housing and Information 
Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy on 
Saturday said that voters 
would no longer be misled 
by false promises and mis-
leading claims made during 
elections. Addressing an 
election campaign, he said 
parties that ruled the state 
for a decade without deliver-
ing justice to the poor had 
no moral right to seek votes 
now.Targeting the BRS, the 
Minister alleged that the 
previous regime focused on 
personal gains while 
neglecting public welfare. 
He said massive public 
funds were spent only to 
benefit a few, citing the 
Kaleshwaram project as a 
clear example of corruption 

and poor governance. “The 
present condition of the 
project itself reflects the fail-
ures of the past govern-
ment,” he said.

Ponguleti said the 
Congress government had 
demonstrated its commit-
ment through action. He 
said the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme, with an 
outlay of Rs.22,500 crore, 
aims to provide housing 
plots along with Rs.5 lakh 
financial assistance to eligi-
ble poor families. Welfare 
schemes such as free bus 
travel, LPG cylinders at 
Rs.500 and 200 units of free 
power were already benefit-
ing people, he added, urging 
voters to support Congress 
candidates for sustained 
development.

Voters will not be misled by false 
promises: Ponguleti

Poster Released for CBIT National-
Level Technical Fest “Sudhee 2026” 

with the Theme ‘Swadesign’

Hyderabad: The poster for the national-level 
technical fest “Sudhee 2026,” to be organized 
under the aegis of Chaitanya Bharathi 
Institute of Technology (CBIT), was officially 
released on Saturday. College officials 
announced that the event will be held on 
February 17 and 18. The theme of Sudhee 2026, 
“Swadesign,” focuses on promoting indige-
nous innovations, self-reliant technologies, 
and solutions that integrate Indian knowledge 
systems with modern engineering practices. 
The poster release marks the commencement 
of preparations for one of the most prestigious 
student- centric technical events of the year. 
Sudhee 2026 aims to provide a vibrant plat-
form for young engineering students to show-
case their technical skills, creative thinking, 
and problem-solving abilities through a vari-
ety of competitions, workshops, and technical 
activities. With large-scale participation 
expected from students of various colleges, 
Sudhee 2026 is set to emerge as a dynamic 
confluence of talent, technology, and innova-
tion inspired by the spirit of Swadesign. 
Details regarding registrations, schedules, 
and event activities will be announced short-
ly. The poster release event was attended by 
CBIT Principal Professor C. V. Narsimhulu, 
Vice Principals, Directors, Heads of 
Departments, faculty members, and students.

RANGAREDDY  : 
Samata Kumbh–2026 is 
being conducted in a 
grand and devotional 
manner under the 
supervision of Sri Sri 
Chinna Jeeyar Swami. 
The fourth 
Brahmotsavams of Sri 
Ramanujacharya’s 108 
Divya Desams are pro-
gressing ceremonious-
ly at the Samata Murti 

Inspiration Centre. On 
Saturday, special ritu-
als were held in the 
homa shala, where 
Agni Pratishta was per-
formed in nine fire pits, 
followed by 
Dhwajarohanam and 
the Surya Prabha 
Vahana Seva. As part of 
the religious obser-
vances, Garuda 
Prasadam was distrib-

uted to childless cou-
ples, drawing signifi-
cant participation from 
devotees.

The celebrations also 
included a mass Sri 
Rama Ashtottara Shata 
Namarchana and 
Shesha Vahana Seva to 
Saketa Ramachandra 
Prabhu. Devotees were 
offered the divine dar-
shan of Sri Godadevi in 
1,000 forms, adding 
spiritual fervour to the 
event. Later in the 
night, Garuda Sevas for 
the deities of 18 Divya 
Desams are scheduled 
to be performed. The 
Samata Kumbh festivi-
ties will continue until 
February 9, attracting 
devotees from various 
regions.

Samata Kumbh 2026 Conducted with Devotion under 
the Guidance of Sri Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swami

RANGAREDDY : 
Rangareddy District 
Collector Narayana 
Reddy has directed elec-
tion officials and staff to 
ensure the smooth and 
orderly conduct of the 
Shadnagar Municipal 
elections. In view of the 
elections scheduled to be 
held on February 11, the 
Collector, along with 
Election Observer 
Mayank Mittal, reviewed 
the election arrange-
ments and ongoing pro-
cesses.

On Saturday, the District 
Collector conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the 
Shadnagar Municipal 
Office, where he personally 

examined the scrutiny pro-
cess of nominations under-
way at the office. He inter-
acted with Assistant District 
Election Officer and 
Municipal Commissioner 
Sunitha Reddy to gather 
details regarding election-
related arrangemnts and 

procedures.The Collector 
reviewed the availability 
and preparedness of elec-
tion-related furniture, sta-
tionery, and other essential 
materials. He closely 
observed the nomination 
scrutiny process and 
instructed officials to avoid 

any negligence, emphasiz-
ing that all officers and 
staff must work with full 
commitment to ensure the 
elections are conducted 
smoothly and transparent-
ly.Expressing satisfaction 
over the arrangements 
made so far, the Collector 
appreciated the efforts of 
the election machinery. He 
was also informed that 
counting of votes and relat-
ed post-election arrange-
ments scheduled for 
February 13 have been 
made at the Shadnagar 
Indoor Stadium. Local 
RDO Saritha and other offi-
cials accompanied the 
District Collector during 
the inspection.

Ensure Smooth Conduct of Elections: 
District Collector Narayana Reddy

Mancherial TSIT :  State Chief 
Electoral Officer Sudarshan Reddy 
on Saturday directed district elec-
tion authorities to carry out the 
mapping process meticulously as 
part of the Special Summary 
Revision (SSR) drive.Addressing 
collectors, Electoral Registration 
Officers (EROs) and other officials 
via video conference from 
Hyderabad, Mr. Reddy reviewed 
the progress of pre-SSR mapping 

activities. He emphasised that the 
programme, being undertaken 
under the supervision of the 
Election Commission of India, 

must be implemented effectively 
and without lapses. Officials were 
urged to extend full support to 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) to 
ensure the exercise is completed 
on schedule. He said BLOs should 
conduct door-to-door mapping 
with assistance from gram pan-
chayat staff and other officials. 
Recognised political parties should 
also be engaged and encouraged to 
appoint booth-level agents. 

Mapping process must be conducted 
meticulously: Chief Electoral Officer.

Puthalapattu MLA Dr. Kalikiri Muralimohan participated in the NTR Bharosa Pension distribution program at Peta Agraharam, 
Puthalapattu Mandal.tdp pregnant Dorababu choudhary and other leaders participated in this program
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NEW DELHI: Declaring the right 
to dignified menstrual health as 
part of the right to life and edu-
cation under the Constitution, 
the Supreme Court on Friday 
directed all states and Union Ter-
ritories to provide free oxo-bio-
degradable sanitary napkins to 
girl students and functional, gen-
der-segregated toilets for all the 
students.
In a landmark judgment to en-
sure gender justice and educa-
tional equity, a bench compris-
ing Justices J B Pardiwala and 
R Mahadevan issued a slew of 
directions to all states and UTs 
to ensure that these facilities are 
provided in schools irrespec-
tive of whether they are govern-
ment-run, aided or private.
“A period should end a sentence, 
not a girl’s education,” Justice 
Pardiwala opened the 126 judg-
ment with a poignant quote from 
American educator, social activ-
ist and producer Melissa Berton, 
and said, “The issues that have 
unfolded before us echo the very 

same judicial disquiet. Even with 
the passage of time, the challeng-
es that beset a girl child’s edu-
cation persist in much the same 
form.”
The verdict warns of stringent 
consequences for non-compli-
ance, including the derecognition 
of private schools and holding 
state governments directly ac-
countable for failures in public 
institutions.
“The right to life under Article 21 
of the Constitution includes the 
right to menstrual health. Access 
to safe, effective and affordable 
menstrual hygiene management 
measures helps a girl child at-
tain the highest standard of sex-
ual and reproductive health. The 
right to healthy reproductive life 
embraces the right to access ed-
ucation and information about 
sexual health,” the bench held.
It then referred to Article 21A 
(right to education) and said it 
has been termed as a “multiplier 
right” as it enables the exercise of 
other human rights.

“The right to education forms 
part of the broader framework of 
the right to life and human digni-
ty, which cannot be realised with-
out access to education,” it said.
On the substantive approach to 
equality under Article 14, the 
verdict said it demands that 
treatment be accorded with due 
regard to the individual, institu-
tional, systemic and contextual 
barriers that impede the transla-
tion of rights in reality.

“At the same time, the State, as a 
benefactor, is under an obligation 
to remedy such structural disad-
vantages,” it said.
“Inaccessibility of menstrual hy-
giene management measures 
undermines the dignity of a girl 
child, as dignity finds expression 
in conditions that enable individ-
uals to live without humiliation, 
exclusion or avoidable suffering. 
Privacy is inextricably linked with 
dignity. “As a corollary, the right 

to privacy entails a duty on the 
State to not only refrain from vio-
lating privacy but an accompany-
ing obligation on the State to take 
necessary measures to protect the 
privacy of an individual,” it said.
The bench said inaccessibility of 
menstrual hygiene management 
measures strips away the right 
to participate on equal terms 
in school and the domino effect 
of the absence of education is 
the inability to participate in all 
walks of life later. It said the fun-
damental right to education un-
der Article 21A and the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act comprises 
free, compulsory and quality ed-
ucation and it includes all kinds 
of charges or expenses that would 
prevent a child from pursuing 
and completing elementary ed-
ucation. Issuing a slew of direc-
tions, it directed that “all States 
and UTs shall ensure that every 
school, whether government-run 
or privately managed, in both 
urban and rural areas, provides 
oxo-biodegradable sanitary nap-

kins manufactured in compliance 
with the ASTM D-6954 standards 
free of cost.”
Such sanitary napkins shall be 
made readily accessible to girl 
students, preferably within the 
toilet premises through sanitary 
napkin vending machines, or, 
where such installation is not 
immediately feasible, at a desig-
nated place or with a designated 
authority within the school, it 
added. As regards the “toilet and 
washing facilities”, it asked them 
to ensure that every school is pro-
vided with the “functional, gen-
der-segregated toilets with usable 
water connectivity”.
It said all the existing and new-
ly constructed toilets in schools 
shall be designed, constructed 
and maintained to ensure pri-
vacy and accessibility, including 
by catering to the needs of chil-
dren with disabilities. It said all 
school toilets shall be equipped 
with functional handwashing 
facilities, with soap and water 
available at all times. “All states 

and UTs shall ensure that every 
school… establish Menstrual 
Hygiene Management (MHM) 
corners. Such MHM corners shall 
be equipped with, including but 
not limited to, spare innerwear, 
spare uniforms, disposable bags 
and other necessary materials 
to address menstruation-related 
exigencies,” it ordered. It direct-
ed the authorities to ensure that 
every school is equipped with a 
safe, hygienic, and environmen-
tally compliant mechanism for 
the disposal of sanitary napkins, 
in accordance with the latest Sol-
id Waste Management Rules.
On the issue of “awareness and 
training about menstrual health 
and puberty”, it asked the Na-
tional Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) 
and the State Councils of Edu-
cational Research and Training 
(SCERTs) to incorporate gen-
der-responsive curricula, more 
particularly on menstruation, 
puberty and other related health 
concerns.

Menstrual health is fundamental right: SC orders 
free sanitary pads, separate toilets in school

NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu and 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi paid homage 
to Mahatma Gandhi at 
the Rajghat memorial 
on his 78th death anni-
versary on Friday.
Vice President CP Rad-
hakrishnan and several 
Union ministers, in-
cluding Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, also 
visited the memorial to 
pay tributes to the Fa-
ther of the Nation.
A two minutes silence 
was observed by the 
dignitaries in his mem-
ory.
At an all-faith prayer 
meeting held at the me-
morial, Gandhi’s favou-
rite devotional songs, 
including “Raghupta-

ti Raghav Raja Ram”, 
were rendered.
Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, popular as Ma-
hatma Gandhi, was the 
leading figure of India’s 

struggle for Freedom 
from the British rule. 
He was assassinated 
by Nathuram Godse on 
January 30, 1948, in 
Delhi.

President, PM pay tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi at Rajghat on death anniversary

NEW DELHI: A day after the 
Economic Survey called for 
re-examining the RTI law, 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Friday 
asked whether it was RTI’s 
turn to get murdered after 
MGNREGA’s “killing”.
In a post on X, Kharge 
accused the Union gov-
ernment of systematical-
ly weakening the RTI Act 
and unleashing a climate 
of terror that punishes 
truth-seekers as he pointed 
out that over 100 RTI ac-
tivists had been murdered 
since 2014.
“The Economic Survey has 
called for ‘re-examination’ 
of the Right to Information 
Act. It also suggests a pos-
sible ‘Ministerial veto’ to 
withhold information and 
wants to explore the pos-
sibility of shielding public 
service records, transfers 
and staff reports of bureau-
crats from public scrutiny.
“The Modi Government 
has systematically weak-
ened the RTI Act -- Over 
26,000 pending cases as 
of 2025. In 2019, the Modi 
Government hacked away 

at the RTI Act, seizing con-
trol over Information Com-
missioners’ tenure and pay, 
converting independent 
watchdogs into submissive 
functionaries,” Kharge said 
in his post.
He said the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection Act, 
2023 gutted the RTI’s pub-
lic interest clause, “weap-
onising privacy to shield 
corruption and stonewall 
scrutiny.”
Until last month (Decem-
ber 2025), the Central In-

formation Commission had 
been functioning without a 
chief information commis-
sioner. It was the seventh 
time in 11 years that this 
key post was deliberately 
kept vacant, the Congress 
chief claimed.
“Since 2014, over 100 RTI 
activists have been mur-
dered, unleashing a cli-
mate of terror that pun-
ishes truth-seekers and 
extinguishes dissent. The 
Whistle Blowers Protec-
tion Act, 2014 passed by 

the Congress-UPA has not 
been implemented by the 
BJP, till date.
“After killing MGNREGA, 
is it RTI’s turn to get mur-
dered?” Kharge asked.
The Economic Survey on 
Thursday made its case 
for re-examining the near-
ly two-decade-old RTI law 
to exempt confidential re-
ports and draft comments 
from disclosures, saying 
such provisions constrain 
governance.
It also said that the RTI 
(Right to Information) Act 
2005 was never intended 
as a tool for idle curiosi-
ty, nor as a mechanism to 
micro-manage the govern-
ment from the outside.
The law seeks to promote 
transparency and account-
ability in the working of 
every public authority, to 
contain corruption, and to 
enhance people’s partici-
pation in the democratic 
process. Until last month 
(December 2025), the Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sion had been functioning 
without a chief information 
commissioner. It was the 

seventh time in 11 years 
that this key post was de-
liberately kept vacant, the 
Congress chief claimed.
“Since 2014, over 100 RTI 
activists have been mur-
dered, unleashing a cli-
mate of terror that pun-
ishes truth-seekers and 
extinguishes dissent. The 
Whistle Blowers Protec-
tion Act, 2014 passed by 
the Congress-UPA has not 
been implemented by the 
BJP, till date.
“After killing MGNREGA, 
is it RTI’s turn to get mur-
dered?” Kharge asked.
The Economic Survey on 
Thursday made its case 
for re-examining the near-
ly two-decade-old RTI law 
to exempt confidential re-
ports and draft comments 
from disclosures, saying 
such
“Nearly two decades on, the 
RTI Act may need re-exam-
ination, not to dilute its 
spirit, but to align it with 
global best practices, in-
corporate evolving lessons, 
and keep it firmly anchored 
to its original intent,” the 
Survey said.

Is it RTI’s turn to get murdered? Kharge asks

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Friday said Mahatma 
Gandhi is not just a person, but a 
way of thinking that an empire, an 
ideology of hatred and arrogance of 
power, unsuccessfully tried to erase 
at different points in time.
Terming Mahatma Gandhi the “im-
mortal soul of India”, the leader of 
the opposition in the Lok Sabha paid 
tributes to the Father of the Nation, 
saying that along with Indepen-
dence, he gave the nation a funda-
mental principle that the power of 
truth is greater than the power of 
authority.
“Mahatma Gandhi is not just a per-
son, but a way of thinking that an 
empire, an ideology of hatred, and 
an arrogance of power have all un-
successfully tried to erase at differ-
ent points in time,” he said in a post 
in Hindi on X.
“The Father of the Nation gave us, 
along with Independence, the fun-

damental principle that the power 
of truth is greater than the power of 
authority and that non-violence and 
courage are greater than violence 
and fear,” Rahul Gandhi said.
This way of thinking cannot be ex-
tinguished, because Gandhi is im-
mortal in the soul of India, he said.
Sharing lines of a Bhajan that Ma-
hatma Gandhi used to sing, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge 
said, “The hatred that separated us 
from Bapu, its solution also lies in 
Bapu’s path. The light of truth, the 
power of non-violence, and the com-
passion of love. Homage to the Fa-
ther of the Nation on Martyr’s Day.”
Congress General Secretary Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra also paid tributes 
to Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary.
Party general secretary in charge of 
communications, Jairam Ramesh, 
recalled two separate letters writ-
ten by Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel in 1948 to Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee, in which they 
strongly criticised and raised ques-
tions on the activities of the Hindu 
Mahasabha and the RSS.
“Both are damning indictments of 
the self-declared custodians of na-
tionalism. And to think that there 
is a Lok Sabha MP wedded to that 
ideology and who was blessed by the 
PM himself, who said that he could 
not choose between Gandhi and 
Godse. His mindset is revealing,” 

Ramesh said on X, in an apparent 
reference to BJP MP Abhijit Gango-
padhyay’s controversial remarks in 
2024.
Ramesh also shared a link to Neh-
ru’s address on All India Radio on 
the night of January 30, 1948, after 
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination.
In his letter to Mookerjee, Nehru 
had said the Hindu Mahasabha had 
held meetings in Pune, Ahmednagar 
and Delhi in defiance of the ban or-
der. “Speeches were delivered that 
Mahatma Gandhi was an impedi-
ment, and the sooner he died, the 
better it would be for the country. 
The RSS has behaved in an even 
worse way, and we have collected a 
mass of information about its very 
objectionable activities,” Nehru had 
said in his letter.
Ramesh also shared a screenshot of 
Patel’s letter to Mookerjee in which 
the former criticised the activities of 
the RSS and the Hindu Mahasabha.

Gandhi a way of thinking which ideology of 
hate unsuccessfully tried to erase: Rahul

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday demanded 
the census carry a column to detail ev-
eryone’s caste, including those of the 
backward, the Dalits, and the tribals.
He said a caste-based census will re-
veal the population of each caste and 
ensure they get their due rights and 
respect.
Yadav, a former UP chief minister, 
also demanded that the census carry 
the reasons for those who died during 
COVID pandemic, alleging that many 
deaths happened after people took the 
vaccine.
According to a statement issued by 
the Samajwadi Party, Yadav made the 
remarks while speaking to reporters 
during his visit to Kannauj on Friday.
“If Kannauj develops, the people here 
will also develop. The more this region 
develops, the more the people will ex-
perience economic and social develop-
ment and their respect will increase,” 
he said. Yadav accused the state BJP 

government of ruining what his par-
ty did for Kannauj. He said the BJP 
stopped several development projects 
and schemes and began no new proj-
ects. “The government has ruined the 
facilities at the Kannauj Medical Col-
lege. It is not providing a budget. The 
work on the paramedical college is in-
complete,” he said.
Replying to a question, Yadav said 
that the BJP insulted Shankaracharya 
(Avimukteshwaranand), and had no 
response to his claims.

“The chief minister calls himself a 
Yogi, yet he did not allow Shankara-
charya ji to take a bath. The BJP is 
insulting all sections of society. It is 
indulging in the politics of hate… from 
the North to the Northeast,” Yadav 
said.
Yadav said the public is suffering from 
inflation, unemployment, and corrup-
tion, and in the 2027 UP Assembly 
elections, his party’s main aim would 
be to remove the BJP.
The SP president demanded safer air 
travel and introduction of new air-
craft, and proper maintenance of old 
planes. Yadav supported West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
demand for an inquiry into the plane 
crash that killed Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, and four 
more.
He wondered how the plane crashed if 
it was in good condition and visibility 
was clear. “This is a matter for inves-
tigation.”

Census must carry caste column to 
ensure justice to all: Akhilesh Yadav

MUMBAI: Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Sanjay Raut on 
Friday targeted the Di-
rectorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
over Maharashtra Dep-
uty Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar’s death in an air 
crash, asking why it al-
lowed flight operations at 
the Baramati airport if it 
was not fully equipped.
Talking to reporters, Raut 
also referred to the last 
year’s catastrophic Air 
India flight 171 crash in 
Ahmedabad, and said the 
DGCA announces a probe 
after every such incident 
but its outcome remains 
unknown.
According to a statement 
issued by the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation after the 
death of Pawar and four 
others in Wednesday’s 
crash, Baramati has an 
`uncontrolled airfield’ 
(one without a dedicated 
Air Traffic Control), and 
traffic information is pro-
vided by instructors/pi-
lots from the local flying 
training organisations.

The chartered aircraft 
carrying Pawar was 
cleared for landing in 
Baramati after a go-
around forced by poor 
visibility, but having fi-
nally received the clear-
ance it did not give any 
‘read-back’ or confirma-
tion, and moments later 
burst into flames.
“There was no radar at 
Baramati airport or ATC. 
There was no system and 
there was just an airstrip, 
and the DGCA is respon-

sible for it (air crash). 
There isn’t enough staff 
at Baramati airport,” 
said Raut, a Rajya Sabha 
member.
“Who is responsible for 
such accidents? There is 
a need to probe such in-
cidents. We have lost an 
important person in Ma-
harashtra and the DGCA 
should take responsibili-
ty for it. How do you al-
low such airports or air-
strips to operate?” asked 
the Sena (UBT) leader.

Why DGCA allowed flight operations 
at Baramati airport: Raut

DIBRUGARH: Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday accused 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi of disrespecting 
the North East by re-
fusing to wear ‘gamosa’, 
presented by President 
Droupadi Murmu at 
the ‘At Home’ reception 
hosted by her on Repub-
lic Day.
All dignitaries, includ-
ing those from abroad, 
had worn the scarf as 
a mark of respect, but 
Gandhi was the “only 
person to refuse” to do 
so, Shah claimed, while 
addressing a public rally 
at the Khanikar Parade 
Ground here.
‘’Rahul Gandhi can do 
whatever he wants, but 
as long as the BJP is in 
power, it will not allow 

any disrespect of the 
North East’s culture’’, 
he said.
Shah alleged that the 
Congress did nothing 
for Assam’s develop-
ment. ‘’I want to ask 
Rahul Gandhi what his 
party has given to As-
sam except guns, bul-
lets, conflict and deaths 
of youth,” the union 

home minister said.
Shah also accused the 
Congress of using infil-
tration as a “weapon for 
its vote bank politics”.
‘’There has been no in-
filtration in Assam since 
the BJP came to power. 
Those who had come 
to India illegally will 
be identified and sent 
back,” he added.

Rahul disrespected NE by not wearing 
‘gamosa’ at President’s R-Day event: Shah

Heroin worth nearly 
Rs 2 crore seized, one 
arrested in Lucknow

LUCKNOW: The Central 
Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) 
has seized 280 grams of her-
oin, estimated to be worth 
about Rs 1.96 crore in the 
illegal market, and arrested 
one person, an official said 
on Friday. Deputy Narcot-
ics Commissioner (Uttar 
Pradesh Unit) Praveen Bali 
told PTI the recovery was 
made during an operation 
conducted on Friday at the 
Itaunja toll plaza on the 
Lucknow-Sitapur Road in 
Bakhshi ka Talab tehsil.
The operation was carried 
out on specific intelligence 
and also involved the P&I 
(preventive and intelligence) 
cell of Barabanki, the officer 
said. He said a CBN team in-
tercepted a person travelling 
in a roadways bus after in-
puts suggested that the sus-
pect was carrying heroin for 
delivery in Lucknow. 

Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman along with Minister of State for 
Finance Shri Pankaj Choudhary and the entire budget team are present after the finalization of the Union Budget 
2026 in New Delhi on January 31, 2026.
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In the political corridors of Maharashtra, the name 'Pawar' has long been syn-
onymous with power. But right now, the spotlight is not on a seasoned politi-
cian from the Pawar family, but a face that has spent decades observing the
machinery of governance from behind the scenes: Sunetra Pawar, affection-
ately known as 'vahini' (sister-in-law).
Amid the political vacuum created after Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, Rajya Sabha MP Sunetra Pawar is emerging as a decisive force in
state politics. Leaders of the Ajit Pawar faction appear ready to accept her
leadership as she steps into the forefront. Academically, a graduate, Sunetra
Pawar's parliamentary record so far has been average.

Legislative Track Record
Even though her formal experience on the active political stage may not seem
very exciting or aggressive in the traditional sense, Sunetra Pawar's position
at the 'High Table' of Maharashtra's decision-making has given her a unique
vantage point. Her parliamentary record, while average in terms of floor
time, shows a focus on precision.
According to data available on the Rajya Sabha website and PRS Legislative,
her journey presents a compelling picture:
She has asked 126 questions to date -significantly higher than the national
average of 92. Her inquiries focus on grounded issues: agriculture, Western
Ghats conservation, railway projects, and the upcoming Nashik Kumbh Mela
2027. Challenge: With an attendance of 69 per cent and only 4 participations
in debates, it is clear that she is still carving out her identity as an orator
within the House. Growing Stature: Her recent nomination to the Panel of
vice-chairpersons of the Rajya Sabha in February 2025 serves as a testament
to her growing political weight and the trust reposed in her by the leadership.

Roots In Power
Born in 1963 in Dharashiv (formerly Osmanabad), Sunetra Pawar's political
DNA predates her marriage into the Pawar family. Her father, Bajirao Patil,
was a veteran regional leader, and her brother, Padamsinh Bajirao Patil, was
a formidable figure in district politics during the 1980s. She grew up in a
household where public life and politics were part of everyday conversation.
Sunetra Pawar holds a BCom degree from SB College, Aurangabad. Despite
her commerce degree, she has led large industrial ventures like the Baramati
High-Tech Textile Park, where she was responsible for decision-making on
four fronts: production, investment, employment, and women's empower-
ment. As a business entrepreneur, she translated her academic background
into institutional management. As a trustee of a large educational group like
Vidya Pratishthan, she oversees the education, academic quality, and admin-
istrative structure for over 25,000 students.
Known for her clean image, she has often been seen involved in social service
activities. According to information on her website, she founded the
Environmental Forum og India (EFOI), under which she played a key role in
transforming Katewadi village into India's first 'eco village', a model for water
conservation and solar energy.

Can She Fill The Void?
Sunetra Pawar's greatest strength is the support she enjoys from her party
leaders and workers. She carries both the family legacy and a proven track
record of social work.

India enters 2026 with macroeco-
nomic indicators that compare
favourably with most large
economies. Real GDP growth has
remained above 7 per cent for a sec-
ond consecutive year. The Union
government's fiscal deficit declined
to 4.8 per cent of GDP in FY25, mar-
ginally outperforming budget esti-
mates, and is projected to fall further
to 4.4 per cent in FY26, less than half
the pandemic peak of 9.2 per cent
recorded in FY21. Public capital
expenditure has remained elevated,
bank balance sheets are strong, cred-
it growth has accelerated, and for-
eign exchange reserves provide a
substantial buffer against external
shocks. Yet the defining feature of
this year's Economic Survey is that
it treats these outcomes not as an
endpoint, but as a starting point for a
more demanding diagnosis. The
Survey's central claim is that India's
binding constraint is state capacity,
i.e., the ability of institutions to act
coherently, learn under uncertainty,
and deliver outcomes in a more hos-
tile and fragmented global environ-
ment. This marks a substantive shift
in emphasis from earlier Surveys.
The Survey situates India's recent
performance within a global envi-
ronment characterised by persistent
geopolitical uncertainty, fragmented
trade regimes, and rising risk pre-
mia. Despite sound domestic funda-
mentals (moderate inflation, man-
ageable external debt, and credible
fiscal consolidation) the Indian
rupee depreciated more than many
peers in 2025. The Survey attributes
to the structure of India's external
balance. India continues to run a
sizeable merchandise trade deficit
that is only partially offset by servic-
es exports and remittances.
Consequently, external stability
remains dependent on capital
inflows that are increasingly shaped
by global risk sentiment rather than
domestic fundamentals alone. This
vulnerability is reflected in sover-
eign borrowing costs. India's 10-year
government bond yield has hovered
around 6.7 per cent, higher than that
of peers such as Indonesia (approxi-
mately 6.3 per cent), despite compa-
rable sovereign credit ratings.
Markets are increasingly pricing the
consolidated public-sector balance
sheet, including the fiscal behaviour
of States, where populist expendi-
ture pressures have intensified. The
global context has also become struc-

turally less benign. Reciprocal tar-
iffs of up to 25 per cent imposed by
the United States in 2025 disrupted
expectations that India would bene-
fit unambiguously from trade recon-
figuration. Financial markets
responded by pricing in heightened
uncertainty. Gold prices rose from
roughly USD 2,600 per ounce at the
start of 2025 to over USD 4,300 by
year-end, crossing USD 5,100 by
January 2026. These movements
reflect a durable rise in geopolitical
and financial tail risks rather than
transient volatility. Against this
backdrop, the Survey undertakes a
conceptual reworking of the
Swadeshi debate. Import substitu-
tion is neither rejected nor endorsed
as a general doctrine. Instead, it is
positioned as one element within a
broader strategic sequence, i.e.,
import substitution ? strategic
resilience ? strategic indispensabili-
ty. Strategic resilience is defined as
the capacity to withstand shocks
without systemic disruption.
Strategic indispensability goes fur-
ther, referring to the embedding of
domestic capabilities so deeply into
global production systems that other
economies acquire a stake in India's
stability and continuity. This dis-
tinction allows the Survey to differ-
entiate between insulation and influ-
ence. To operationalise this frame-
work, the Survey introduces a tiered
approach to indigenisation. It distin-
guishes between sectors where
import dependence creates acute

vulnerability, sectors where domes-
tic capability is feasible but hin-
dered by coordination failures or
scale disadvantages, and sectors
where substitution would impose
economy-wide efficiency costs with-
out materially improving resilience.
Crucially, any protection or support
is framed as conditional, time-
bound, and linked to performance,
with export exposure treated as a
necessary disciplining mechanism.
Permanent shelter without produc-
tivity upgrading is explicitly identi-
fied as a source of long-term fragili-
ty. One of the Survey's more analyti-
cally novel contributions is its treat-
ment of input costs as a macroeco-
nomic constraint rather than a sec-
toral issue. Tariff inversion, high
logistics and energy costs, and regu-
latory compliance burdens are pre-
sented as horizontal distortions that
raise transaction costs across the
economy. The proposed National
Input Cost Reduction Strategy
reframes competitiveness as a pub-
lic good. Once domestic capacity in
widely used inputs has been estab-
lished, the Survey argues, these
inputs should not continue to be
treated as revenue instruments or
protected indefinitely. Elevated
input costs may benefit a narrow set
of producers, but they undermine
downstream manufacturing,
exports, and employment genera-
tion. This diagnosis is grounded in
export performance. Since 2020,
India's total exports have grown at a

compound annual rate of roughly 9.4
per cent. However, merchandise
exports have expanded at only about
6.4 per cent, with services exports
accounting for most of the aggregate
momentum. The Survey is explicit
that services exports, however suc-
cessful, cannot substitute for manu-
facturing exports in delivering
employment absorption, supplier
ecosystems, and durable external
balance. Manufacturing occupies a
central analytical role in the Survey,
not merely as a growth driver but as
an institutional stress test.
Manufacturing exposes weaknesses
in power supply, logistics, regula-
tion, standards enforcement, and
coordination that more footloose
service activities can often bypass.
For an efficient manufacturing
ecosystem, state capacity becomes a
prerequisite. Advanced manufactur-
ing requires predictable regulation,
reliable infrastructure, disciplined
standards, and rapid problem reso-
lution across multiple agencies.
Failures in governance become
immediately visible and economical-
ly costly. This framing informs the
Survey's engagement with East
Asian experience. Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, and Vietnam are
not presented as models to be repli-
cated, but as examples of a shared
institutional logic, i.e., bounded
experimentation, tolerance for good-
faith failure, and credible withdraw-
al of support when performance
thresholds are not met.”

The English language is a stubborn,
ancient beast. It has rules, syntax, and a
generally agreed-upon spellings. But the
language keeps evolving, and rarely has
it been bludgeoned into such fascinating
new shapes as it is by the 47th President
of the United States. It is no secret that
where world leaders prefer to lean into
diplomatic opacity, the most powerful
leader in the world prefers unfiltered
creativity: "I know words. I have the best
words," he had declared at a rally in
2015, in the run-up to his first term. As
the first year of his second term con-
cludes, one can only add, "and how!"
When Donald Trump approaches a podi-
um or a smartphone, he does not merely
use English; he negotiates with it. He
stares down syllables until they surren-
der and rearranges vowels until they
agree to his terms. To the pedantic lin-
guist, these are errors. But to the con-
noisseur of chaos, they are "Trumpisms"
- accidental masterpieces of a man who
seems to view the dictionary rather as
Italian drivers regards traffic lights, not
as a binding standard-setter but as a sug-
gestion that can be ignored whenever
one can get away with it - and when you
are the President of the United States,
that means pretty much any time.
Remember 'Covfefe'? It begins, of course,
with the Presidential thumbs and their
propensity for careless tweeting.
Historians of the future will likely dedi-
cate entire semesters to the "Covfefe"
incident. It remains the Mona Lisa of
typos: mysterious, evocative, and utter-
ly unintelligible. Was it a nuclear code?
A cry for help? A nickname for a White
House intern? Years later, "covfefe"

retains a mystical aura. It is a word that
means nothing, yet somehow encom-
passes the entire surreal experience of
the Trumpian tweet era. But "covfefe"
was merely the opening act. We must
consider the culinary innovation of the
"hamberder". When the President tweet-
ed about serving "hamberders" to the
Clemson Tigers, he didn't just mistype a
fast-food staple; he created a new catego-
ry of cuisine. A hamburger is something
you eat at a picnic; a 'hamberder' sounds
heavier, darker - a beef patty that
requires heavy breathing and a nondis-
closure agreement to consume. Then
there is the persistent case of the
"stollen" election. In post after post, the
President has railed against the vote
being "stollen". To the uninitiated, this is
a misspelling of "stolen". To those of us
with a penchant for German baking,
however, it is a delightful image. Stollen
is a dense, powdered sugar-coated fruit
bread eaten at Christmas. Every time
the President rages about the "stollen",
one cannot help but picture ballot boxes
stuffed not with fraudulent votes, but
with dried fruit, marzipan, and holiday
greetings in the language of Mr Trump's
paternal ancestors, the German
Trumpfs. Origins And Oranges If his
thumbs are agents of chaos, his tongue is
a revolutionary. The President often
speaks with the confidence of a Ferrari
engine inside a golf cart; the momentum
is high, but the steering is loose. This
leads to phonetic collisions like
"oranges". During a discussion on an
FBI investigation, the President repeat-
edly insisted on looking at the "oranges"
of the probe. He meant "origins", of
course, but by saying "oranges" three
times, he turned a legal inquiry into a
quest for Vitamin C. Similarly, he once
spoke with great passion about the "fur-
niture of our children". He meant to say
"future", but in the heat of the moment,
he accidentally suggested that
America's youth are merely decorative
ottomans in the living room of democra-
cy. And let us not forget the "anomy-
nous" op-ed writer-a pronunciation that
sounded less like a person withholding
their name and more like a shy species
of dinosaur. The Trumpian worldview
also requires a new map. Why be con-

strained by the globe when you can
invent nations? He once praised the
healthcare system of "Nambia" while
addressing African leaders. Nambia
does not exist, though it sounds like a
lovely place, likely bordering Wakanda,
where the golf courses are tremendous
and the tariffs are low. He has also taken
us to "Thigh-land" and introduced us to
the "Yo-Semites". This last one, intended
to be Yosemite National Park, was pro-
nounced as a casual greeting to a group
of Jewish people ("Yo! Semites!"), trans-
forming a tourist valley into an oddly
precise demographic shout-out. Perhaps
his most practical contribution to
English, however, is his approach to
names. The President is a busy man; he
values efficiency. Why waste seconds
saying "Tim Cook, CEO of Apple", when
"Tim Apple" conveys the same data in
half the time? It is a return to medieval
naming conventions, like John the
Baker or Donald the Builder. It is ruth-
less, corporate efficiency applied to iden-
tity. Critics may call his occasional
"bragghadocious" effulgences (the adjec-
tiove comes from his speech to the
United Nations General Assembly, no
less) a "word salad", but that implies a
mix of vegetables. This is more of a word
khichdi - spicy, thick, and full of things
you can't quite identify. Whether he is
acting "unpresidented" (a Freudian slip
for the ages) or winning "bigly", Donald
Trump has proven that he possesses the
best words. They just aren't always the
ones in the dictionary.However, the
PLA's combat capability, primarily
under the domain of the theatre com-
mands and subordinate echelons below
the CMC, should remain largely imper-
vious. While scores of senior military
officers have fallen in recent years, the
PLA still employs thousands of general-
rank officers, from major general
upward. Therefore, Xi has the latitude to
cycle through multiple rounds of promo-
tions and purges until he finds his exact
cohort of competent and loyal officers.
Taiwan and India These developments
offer Taiwan some breathing space.
Despite Xi's sense of urgency, he
remains a rational actor and appears
not fully confident of the PLA's ability to
deliver on the Taiwan front. 

How The Economic Survey Redefines
India's Growth Constraints

"Hamberder" To "Furniture Of Children",
Trump And His 'Unpresidented' English

On January 24, China
announced that its two top
military officers, Generals
Zhang Youxia and Liu
Zhenli, were placed under
investigation for violating
party discipline and law.
They are accused of "serious-
ly trampling the Chairman
Responsibility System," i.e.,
directly defying President Xi
Jinping's supreme authority
and damaging the Party and
the People's Liberation
Army (PLA)'s combat capa-
bility. The speed and severi-
ty of the investigation reflect
Xi's drive to remove the last
bits of independent authori-
ty in China - a purge aimed
at pre-empting potential
'mountain-tops' in the PLA,
ahead of next year's leader-
ship renewal at the 21st
Party Congress. The key
question is, what does this
purge mean for China's
defence policy? And, how
will it impact India's securi-
ty, especially along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)?

A Difficult Choice
Zhang, the fallen general, is a
princeling, Xi's childhood
friend and a close collabora-
tor during the latter's rule
since 2012. Long regarded as
seasoned military profes-
sionals, Zhang and Liu
belong to the PLA's old
guard, humbled by their
combat experience in
Vietnam. Predictably, they
have not been able to fully
share and align with Xi's
sense of urgency over the
PLA's accelerated buildup
for a Taiwan contingency. In
Xi's book, as Politburo mem-
ber Li Hongzhong mentions,
"Loyalty that is not absolute
is absolute disloyalty".
Therefore, this purge was
inevitable.

Nevertheless, this action has
created concealed anxiety
within the Communist
Party. Beijing has moved
swiftly, employing multiple
methods, even media drip-
feeds alleging grave, unpatri-
otic conduct, to contain
potential unrest among the
military's rank and file and
beyond.

Impact on Defence Policy
The upheaval in China's elite
politics, especially within
the PLA, will likely persist
for several years.
Repopulating a hollowed-out
Central Military
Commission (CMC) with
fresh faces untainted by the
older generation will take
time. 
Even if the CMC receives a
new crop of leaders in the
next year's Party Congress,
the vetting will be protracted
and rigorous. However, the
PLA's combat capability, pri-
marily under the domain of
the theatre commands and
subordinate echelons below
the CMC, should remain
largely impervious. While
scores of senior military offi-
cers have fallen in recent
years, the PLA still employs
thousands of general-rank

officers, from major general
upward. Therefore, Xi has
the latitude to cycle through
multiple rounds of promo-
tions and purges until he
finds his exact cohort of com-
petent and loyal officers.

Taiwan and India
These developments offer
Taiwan some breathing
space. Despite Xi's sense of
urgency, he remains a
rational actor and appears
not fully confident of the
PLA's ability to deliver on
the Taiwan front. In addi-
tion, obtaining frank assess-
ments of the PLA's real capa-
bilities to counter US and
allied forces in the eastern
theatre will become increas-
ingly difficult for him.
Younger officers are likely to
avoid delivering bad news,
while earning Xi's trust
would be harder, especially
after the downfall of a close
friend. Xi remains particu-
larly confident in grey-zone
operations, as they can be
calibrated at will, and this
will continue. 
However, the launch of an
outright attack is a gamble,
putting all his grey-zone
achievements at risk of an
uncertain outcome. Xi is

likely to reevaluate the costs
and benefits of such an
adventure carefully.
The same is true on the
Indian front. In recent
months, India and China
have pursued a cautious rap-
prochement: economic ties
have improved, and both
states have taken steps to
ease interaction between
governments, institutions
and people. This has, howev-
er, not reduced the structur-
al competition and about
50,000 troops remain
deployed on the LAC.
China's close collaboration
with Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor and its
expanding activities in the
Indian Ocean don't inspire
much confidence either. The
purge is, therefore, more
likely to maintain relative
calm and a managed status
quo on the LAC, even as the
PLA continues to enhance
its leverage over time.

Time as a Weapon
India consistently misreads
three core strategic vari-
ables vis-à-vis China:
treaties, time, and ambigui-
ty. India considers treaties
as binding commitments;
China counts them as instru-
ments to shape the adver-
sary's behaviour while pro-
tecting the PLA's freedom of
action. So, New Delhi's self-
restraint enables Beijing's
misadventures. Similarly,
while India views time as a
stabilising factor in the long
run, China uses time to pre-
pare, consolidate, and pro-
gressively alter facts on the
ground. Moreover, China
doesn't resolve an ambiguity
but exploits it as a leverage.
India must internalise this
logic to make its LAC policy
proactive and outcome-shap-
ing, rather than reactive. 

China's Fallen Generals: Inside Xi's Military
Purge, And What It Means For The Border

editorial
SUNETRA PAWAR: FROM
BEHIND THE SCENES TO

PINNACLE OF POWER

SHASHI 
THAROOR
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Seat Edge, a film that sends a 
good message to the youth
Bengaluru: This is the story of a boy who wants to 
achieve something. This film sends a good message to 
today's youth. The hero of the film is Sidhu, a boy who 
dreams of becoming popular on social media. While 
everyone else is studying and working, this boy is the 
only one who dreams of becoming a vlogger on social 
media by making videos with his mobile phone and gad-
get. But all the videos Sidhu makes, instead of bringing 
him popularity, become food for trolls. In this situation, 
Sidhu, who sets out to show the world what he is in 
front of those who are playing him, embarks on an oper-
ation called ghost hunting. Sidhu, who sets out to a 
ghost city where no one has ever returned, will sand 
come out of there..? Or not..? This is the storyline of the 
film 'Seat Edge'.The lead actor Siddu Moolimani appears 
as a vlogger boy, actress Raviksha Shetty as a yoga 
trainee. Ragha Ramanakoppa appears as the hero’s 
friend, and Girish Shivanna appears as a police inspec-
tor. Young director Chethan Shetty has crafted a horror 
story by mixing suspense with comedy in the movie 
‘Seat Edge’.The background music of the film comple-
ments the story and narration of the film. A couple of 
songs composed by Akash Parva are melodious. The 
cinematography is good and if the editing work was 
more sharp, the possibilities of complementing the film 
would have been greater.

Mangaluru: Bacteria 
detected in Gujjarakere water, 
declared unfit for drinking
Mangaluru, Jan 31: Gujjarakere, once revered as a sacred 
theertha lake believed to cure ailments, is now found to be 
contaminated with disease-causing bacteria. Laboratory 
test reports have once again confirmed that the lake water 
is completely polluted and unsafe for consumption. 
Although the lake has been developed under the Smart 
City project at a cost of several crores of rupees and 
appears visually appealing, its water body is severely con-
taminated. The primary reason cited is the inflow of sew-
age water into the lake. Despite repeated appeals by local 
residents to the Mangaluru City Corporation and Smart 
City authorities, no effective action has reportedly been 
taken. Water samples drawn from the lake and tested in a 
laboratory revealed alarming results. In every 100 ml of 
water, the total coliform count was found to be 1,600, 
while the faecal coliform count was also 1,600. The pres-
ence of such high levels of bacteria in 100 ml of water is 
considered extremely dangerous, and the report has clear-
ly stated that the water is unfit for drinking. The lake 
water had been tested around seven months ago as well, 
and contamination was detected then too. At that time, 
the total coliform count was 1,600 and the faecal coliform 
count stood at 500. Compared to those findings, the bacte-
rial levels have now doubled.Gujjarakere water has been 
tested multiple times in the past, and each time dangerous 
bacteria were detected. Tests conducted in 2014 and 2015 
showed bacterial levels of around 1,100. When tested 
again in 2016, the bacterial count had increased further. 
Typically, water testing involves checking for total coli-
form bacteria (generally considered non-harmful) and fae-
cal coliform bacteria, which indicate contamination from 
sewage or toilet waste.For water to be considered good 
and suitable for drinking, the total coliform count in 100 ml 
of water should be zero. A count of 1 to 3 is considered 
satisfactory, while 4 to 10 is not very good. If the count 
exceeds 10, the water is deemed unfit for drinking. 
Similarly, faecal coliform bacteria must also be at zero 
level for water to be potable. However, the current level in 
Gujjarakere stands at a dangerously high 1,600. 
Gujjarakere is one of the oldest lakes in Mangaluru and 
holds immense religious significance. It is believed to have 
been formed through the penance and spiritual power of 
Guru Gorakhnath, a disciple of Nath Panth sage Guru 
Machendranath. References to these sages are found in 
the historical accounts of the Mangaluru’s presiding deity, 
Shri Mangaladevi Amma. For centuries, the sacred theer-
tha from this lake was used with great reverence for ritual 
bathing of the deity at the historic Bolar Hale Kote Shri 
Mariyamma Temple. “It has now been conclusively proven 
that the water of Gujjarakere is not clean. Once a vital 
water source contributing to groundwater conservation 
and holding rich historical and religious significance, this 
sacred lake urgently requires protection and conservation. 
The negligence of officials from the concerned depart-
ments in matters related to the development and preser-
vation of the lake is evident,” said Nemu Kottari, general 
secretary of the Gujjarakere Theertha Conservation Forum.

WE Foundation, Grant Thornton 
Launch Pan-India Cleanliness Drive 

Across 12 Cities on National 
Cleanliness Day

Bengaluru : To commemo-
rate National Cleanliness Day, 
The WE Foundation (TWF), a 
leading non-profit dedicated to 
creating inclusive societies, 
has announced a strategic 
partnership with Grant 
Thornton to execute a compre-
hensive Pan-India Cleanliness 
Drive. This initiative mobiliz-
es corporate professionals to 
take direct action in waste 
management and community 
sensitization across 12 major 
locations across the country.
The drive is designed as a 
high-impact employee volun-
teering engagement, transi-
tioning corporate social 
responsibility from financial 
contribution to boots-on-the-
ground action. Approximately 
30 Grant Thornton employees 
per location will lead cleanup 
efforts, focusing on critical 
urban areas including Sector 
57 in Gurgaon, Jhilmil Colony 
in Delhi, and Shanthi Colony 
in Bangalore.

"Our objective is to create a 
sense of ownership within the 
community and among corpo-
rate citizens," said Nabanita 
Banerjee, Director of The WE 
Foundation. "Just as our flag-
ship 'Smart Schools' program 
ensures no child is left behind 
digitally, this initiative 
ensures that our environment 
is not left behind in our pur-
suit of progress. By partnering 
with Grant Thornton, we are 
integrating professional 
expertise with grassroots 
environmental action.""At 

Grant Thornton, we believe 
that sustainable growth is 
only possible when we take 
active responsibility for the 
ecosystems we inhabit," said 
Satya Jha, Partner, CBO, CSO, 
and CSR Lead National 
Management at Grant 
Thornton. "This Pan-India 
drive is a testament to our 
commitment to ‘Vibrant 
India.’ By engaging our people 
directly on the ground this 
National Cleanliness Day, we 
are moving beyond compli-
ance to create a tangible, posi-
tive impact in the communi-
ties where we 
operate."Intensive Cleaning: 
Physical removal of waste 
from public spaces and sensi-
tive ecological zones like 
Dadar Beach.Community 
Awareness: Engaging with the 
public to foster long-term 
behavioral changes regarding 
urban sanitation.

This initiative reflects The 
WE Foundation’s proven 
model of multi-stakeholder 
collaboration, building on its 
track record of successful 
partnerships with state gov-
ernments in Odisha, Assam, 
and Maharashtra, corporate 
giants, and renowned interna-
tional bodies. By aligning this 
drive on National Cleanliness 
Day, The WE Foundation and 
Grant Thornton Bharat aim to 
underscore the pivotal role of 
corporate volunteering in 
advancing India’s national 
sanitation and sustainability 
goals.

Bengaluru : The Chief 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
Maheshwar Rao, directed 
officials to ensure that the 
Yelahanka flyover project 
is completed by the end of 
September 2026.

Speaking during an 
inspection of various loca-
tions within the Bengaluru 
North City Corporation 
limits today, he said that 
the 2-km-long flyover on 
Doddaballapur Main Road 
has achieved about 70% 
progress. He instructed 
officials and contractors to 
complete the remaining 
works within the stipulat-
ed timeline of September 
2026. The Yelahanka fly-
over project includes a 
total of 56 pillars, of which 

construction of 51 pillars 
has been completed. The 
remaining 5 pillars are yet 
to be constructed. Out of 

447 segments, 351 segments 
have already been erected, 
while 96 segments are still 
pending. As the road expe-

riences continuous vehicu-
lar movement, segment 
erection work is being car-
ried out only during night 
hours. He directed officials 
to resolve the related 
issues, accelerate the pace 
of work, and take appropri-
ate steps to complete the 
project at the earliest.

Hennur–Bagalur White 
Topping: White topping 
work has been taken up on a 
5-km stretch of the Hennur–
Bagalur Road. On one side of 
the road, white topping has 
been completed for 4 km. 
The remaining 1 km is to be 
completed within 15 days, 
after which vehicular traffic 
should be allowed immedi-
ately upon completion of the 
curing process.

Complete Yelahanka Flyover Project by the End 
of September 2026: Maheshwar Rao

Open Driveways in Single-Unit Complexes 
for Public Traffic– D. S. Ramesh

With regard to acquisition of land 
required for road widening as per the 
Revised Master Plan–2015, in KIADB-
developed industrial areas within the 
Bengaluru East City Municipal 
Corporation limits—including ITPL 
Main Road, Graphite India Road, 
Whitefield Main Road, Sathya Sai 
Hospital Main Road, and the 
Kothanur–Avalahalli and Belturu–
Medahalli roads—Commissioner D. S. 
Ramesh chaired a progress review 
meeting.Execute Relinquishment 
Deeds for Land Reserved for Road 
Widening The Commissioner instruct-
ed KIADB officials to take necessary 
steps to execute relinquishment deeds 
(RD) in favour of the City Corporation 
for land reserved for road widening of 
various widths in KIADB-developed 
industrial areas, in accordance with 
the Revised Master Plan–2015.

Ensure RD Before Granting New 
Building Plan Approvals

cases of new applications for build-
ing plan approvals in KIADB-
developed industrial areas, officials 
were instructed to ensure that land 
required for road widening as per 
RMP–2015 is first relinquished by the 
owners through RD, and only thereaf-
ter should plan approvals be granted. 
Open Driveways in Single-Unit 
Complexes for Public Movement In 

Single Unit Complexes (SUCs) allotted 
by KIADB, there are driveways that 
can provide connectivity between two 
main roads. Officials were instructed 
to examine the feasibility of opening 
such driveways for public traffic, as 
this would help reduce traffic conges-
tion.

Relinquish Civic Amenity Sites in 
SUCs to the City Corporation

The Commissioner instructed offi-
cials to take steps to execute relin-
quishment deeds in favour of the City 
Corporation for parks, open spaces, 
and other civic amenity sites located 
within Single Unit Complexes.Conduct 

Road Widening Survey for Kothanur–
Avalahalli and Belturu–Medahalli 
RoadsWith regard to the widening of 
the Kothanur–Avalahalli and Belturu–
Medahalli roads, officials were 
instructed to undertake survey work 
in areas falling within the Bengaluru 
East City Municipal Corporation lim-
its and to take steps to issue the neces-
sary notifications. For stretches fall-
ing outside the BECC limits, officials 
were directed to submit a proposal to 
the Government, through the con-
cerned local authority / planning 
authority, for undertaking the road 
widening works.

Bengaluru : Rhe Chief 
Commissioner, Maheshwar Rao, 
directed officials to take possession 
of lands for which Relinquishment 
Deeds have already been issued and 
bring them under the control of the 
city corporation.

Addressing a meeting held at the 
Yelahanka Mini Vidhana Soudha 
auditorium regarding various issues 
within the Bengaluru North City 
Corporation limits, he stated that 
officials must prepare a detailed list 
of all locations where relinquish-
ment deeds have been issued so far 
and identify the lands that are yet to 
be taken over by the corporation. He 
instructed that all such lands be 
taken over and utilized for necessary 
development works, including road 
widening.

Achieve the Property Tax 
Collection Target: A target of 
Rs.1,242 crore has been set for prop-

erty tax collection within the 
Bengaluru North City Corporation 
limits, of which Rs.640 crore has 
been collected so far. He directed 
officials to continuously review the 
progress of property tax collection 
in each Assembly constituency and 
take necessary steps to achieve the 
target.Identify Unauthorized 
Buildings:

Officials were instructed to 
prepare a list of buildings under 
construction that have obtained 

temporary electricity connec-
tions within the Bengaluru 
North City Corporation limits. 
Site inspections must be con-
ducted to verify whether con-
struction is being carried out in 
violation of approved plans. In 
cases where plan violations are 
detected, electricity connections 
should be immediately discon-
nected and appropriate action 
initiated against such buildings.
Two towing vehicles have 
already been procured to remove 
abandoned vehicles that have 
been parked along roadsides for 
several months within the 
Bengaluru North City 
Corporation limits. He instruct-
ed officials to coordinate with 
Traffic Police authorities and 
immediately commence the 
removal of abandoned vehicles 
across all areas.

Take Over Lands for Which Relinquishment 
Deeds Have Been Issued: Maheshwar Rao

Mass cleanliness drive, and black spot 
removal undertaken within the Central City 

Corporation limits: Rajendra Cholan

Bengaluru: Giving priority 
to urban sanitation within 
the Central City Corporation 
limits, large-scale mass clean-
liness drives have been car-
ried out at various locations 
across six Assembly constitu-
encies, informed 
Commissioner Rajendra 
Cholan.He stated that, with 
the objective of ensuring city 
cleanliness, providing 
smooth pedestrian pathways, 
and creating a healthy envi-
ronment for citizens, daily 
cleaning operations along 
with continuous black spot 
removal activities are being 
undertaken across the city 
corporation limits.Under the 
supervision of the Additional 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
(Development), Daljit Kumar, 

such operations are being 
continuously conducted to 
maintain city cleanliness, 
smooth traffic movement, 
and public health. cleaning 
work covered a total stretch 
of 8.45 km. With the assis-
tance of 7 JCBs and 46 trac-
tors, 53 loads of roadside 
waste and 24 black spots were 
cleared. A total of 195 poura-
karmikas and sanitation 
staff* participated in the oper-
ation. Executive Engineers, 
DGMs, AGMs, Assistant 
Executive Engineers, and 
staff from the Forest, 
Horticulture departments, 
Pourakarmikas and 
Sanitation workers, along 
with other concerned offi-
cials, took part in the mass 
cleanliness drive.

Davos visit accelerates investments, expansion 
and partnerships: Industries Minister M.B. Patil

Bengaluru: The World 
Economic Forum (WEF) 
summit held in Davos has 
laid a strong foundation 
for the rapid materialisa-
tion of new investments, 
industrial expansion and 
partnerships in areas such 
as advanced manufactur-
ing, food processing, clean 
energy and data centres in 
the State, said Minister for 
Large and Medium 
Industries M.B. Patil on 
Saturday.

The Minister shared 
details of the meetings and 
discussions held at the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos while addressing a 
press conference at 
Vidhana Soudha. 
“Productive meetings 
were held with over 25 
international companies 
and more than 15 Indian 
companies across priority 
sectors such as aerospace 
and defence, advanced 
manufacturing, beverages 
and food processing, space 
technology, life sciences, 
data centres, digital infra-
structure and clean ener-
gy. Heads of multinational 
companies have expressed 
readiness to prioritise and 
fast-track their commit-

ments related to setting up 
and expanding industries 
in Karnataka,” the 
Minister stated.

He said it was a matter 
of pride that industry lead-
ers have lauded the State 
Government’s industry-
friendly industrial poli-
cies, adopted with the 
objective of developing 
Karnataka as a leading 
State on the country’s 
industrial map.

Discussions were also 
held on India’s evolving 
role in the context of cur-
rent global economic 
developments. Several 
companies expressed 
interest in investing and 
expanding in Tier-2 and 
Tier-3 cities of the State. In 
line with the Government’s 
priority of developing cit-
ies beyond Bengaluru into 
self-sustaining urban cen-
tres, companies such as 
Bharti Enterprises and 
Sify Technologies, which 
have plans to set up data 
centres in Tier-2 cities, 
have shown interest. 
Similarly, Tech Mahindra 
has evinced interest in 
expansion in Tier-2 cities, 
he said.

He added that global 

investors and technology 
leaders were clearly con-
veyed Karnataka’s posi-
tion as a preferred destina-
tion for next-generation 
industries, including arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), 
data centres, semiconduc-
tors, space technology and 
Industry 4.0.

Priority to adopting new 
ideas

The Minister empha-
sised the Davos visit 
strongly underscored the 
need to adopt new 
approaches to effectively 
address the challenges 
posed by future technolo-
gies such as artificial intel-
ligence, robotics and quan-
tum technology, and that 
the State Government 
would actively work in 
this direction.

Citing the example of a 
mobile manufacturing 
company in China, the 
Minister said tasks earlier 
performed by 500 workers 
are now being handled by 
just five or six people with 
the help of artificial intel-
ligence. He noted that 
future technologies such 
as AI, robotics and quan-
tum computing are no lon-
ger limited to software 

alone, but have entered the 
manufacturing sector as 
well, raising concerns 
about potential job losses. 
While these technologies 
bring benefits, they also 
pose certain challenges. 
He said priority is being 
given to creating employ-
ment opportunities for the 
State’s large youth popula-
tion and women, and that 
the summit witnessed 
meaningful discussions on 
effectively addressing 
such challenges.

He said priority would 
be given to harnessing 
future technologies for the 
welfare of the people of the 
State, and that discussions 
with the governments of 
Liechtenstein and 
Singapore focused on 
jointly attracting invest-
ments to Karnataka.

A conscious decision
The Minister said a con-

scious decision was taken 
not to sign any Memoranda 
of Understanding (MoUs) 
with domestic companies 
at the summit. Instead, 
detailed discussions were 
held on future invest-
ments. “There is no need 
to travel to Davos to sign 
agreements with Indian 
companies, as these can be 
finalised within the coun-
try itself. This thoughtful 
decision was appreciated,” 
he said, adding that discus-
sions were also held with 
15 Indian-origin multina-
tional companies regard-
ing investments, industri-
al activity and expansion 
of data centres. He said 
Tata Sons has expressed 
interest in becoming a part 
of the State’s ambitious 
‘KWIN City’ project, and 
that Tata Sons Chairman 
N. Chandrasekaran has 
shown willingness to con-
tinue discussions in this 
regard.

An impetus to prepare for the challenges posed by emerging technologies
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AI-enabled stethoscopes may boost diagnosis of heart diseases: Study
NEW DELHI: Amid grow-

ing influence of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in health-
care, a new large-scale clin-
ical trial published in The 
Lancet on Thursday 
showed that an AI-enabled 
stethoscope can boost early 
detection of various heart 
diseases. A team of Spanish 
researchers found that an 
AI-enabled stethoscope 
helped doctors in identify-
ing early signs of serious 
heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, arrhythmias, 
and valve disease, in pri-
mary care clinics.

The study found that 
introducing the technology 
to doctors led to a substan-
tially faster and more fre-
quent detection -- nearly 
twice as many new heart 
failure cases and three 
times as many detections of 
irregular heart rhythms -- 

of these cardiovascular 
conditions, indicating that 
the device performed well.

“Primary care faces a 
growing workload and lim-
ited resources, making it 
the ideal recipient of the 
efficiencies promised by 
artificial intelligence (AI). 
The potential of AI to 
improve diagnostic accura-
cy through decision sup-
port systems or image anal-
ysis is clear. However, 
implementing these tools 
into primary care work-
flows remains challeng-
ing,” said corresponding 
author Sergio Cinza-
Sanjurjo from Santiago de 
Compostela University, 
Spain.

The TRICORDER trial is 
the first cluster randomised 
controlled implementation 
trial (RCIT) of a clinical AI 
technology on a national 

scale, involving 205 UK 
NHS general practices and 
more than 1.5 million regis-
tered patients in the UK. 
Many practices reported 
declining use of the AI 
stethoscope over time, cit-
ing extra steps in routine 
work and limited electron-
ic health record integration 
as key barriers. The AI 
stethoscope integrates 
three algorithms designed 
to detect heart failure, 
irregular heart rhythms, 
and valve disease during 
routine appointments.

Over the 12-month study 
period, doctors performed 
nearly 13,000 AI-assisted 
cardiac examinations.

While the overall heart 
failure detection rates were 
similar between the groups 
(1,342 new cases in the AI 
group versus 1,984 in usual 
care), subgroup analyses 

showed that patients exam-
ined with the AI stetho-
scope had significantly 
higher detection rates com-
pared to patients who were 
not examined with the AI 
device. 

The trial suggests that AI 
tools such as smart stetho-
scopes could help physi-
cians detect heart problems 
earlier in routine care, but 
only if they’re properly 
integrated into day-to-day 
clinical operations. Despite 
strong algorithmic accura-
cy, real-world benefit 
depended heavily on clini-
cian engagement and work-
flow integration. Many 
practices reported declin-
ing use of the AI stetho-
scope over time, citing 
extra steps in routine work 
and limited electronic 
health record integration 
as key barriers.

CM Stalin inaugurates Rs 28-crore 
mini TIDEL park in Karaikudi

CHENNAI (TSIT): Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin on Saturday 
inaugurated a new Mini TIDEL 
Park in Karaikudi, Sivaganga dis-
trict, built at a cost of Rs 28 crore.The 
facility is expected to generate 
employment for about 600 IT profes-
sionals and was launched under the 
Industries, Investment Promotion 
and Commerce Department, said a 
Daily Thanthi report.According to a 
Tamil Nadu government release, the 
TIDEL model dates back to 2000, 
when the late Chief Minister M 
Karunanidhi established the first 
TIDEL Park in Taramani, Chennai, 
laying the foundation for the state’s 
IT boom.

As part of continued expansion, 
foundation stones were laid on 

February 18, 2025 for new TIDEL 
parks in Madurai (Rs 314 crore, 5.34 
lakh sq ft) and in Panchappur, 
Tiruchirappalli (Rs 403 crore, 5.58 
lakh sq ft), both currently under 
construction.

Additionally, a 21-storey TIDEL 
Park in Pattabiram with a built-up 
area of 5.57 lakh sq ft was inaugu-
rated on November 22, 2024. The 
government has also announced a 
new TIDEL Park in Hosur at a cost 
of Rs 400 crore, spanning 5 lakh sq 
ft. Tender processes are under way 
and construction is expected to 
begin soon. Each of these projects is 
projected to create around 6,000 IT 
and IT-related jobs, further 
strengthening Tamil Nadu’s tech-
nology ecosystem.

Adyar triple murder case: Post-mortem 
rules out sexual assault of migrant 

worker’s wife
CHENNAI: In a fresh 
development in the Adyar 
triple murder case, police 
on Friday said the post-
mortem examination of 
the slain migrant worker's 
wife Munita Kumari (22), 
found no signs of sexual 
assault.

According to a report in 
Daily Thanthi, the autopsy 
was conducted at the 
Government Royapettah 
Hospital on January 31, 2026. 
It concluded that Munita 
Kumari died due to a head 
injury caused by being 
struck with an iron rod. The 
case came to light after 
Gaurav Kumar (24), a native 
of Nalanda district in Bihar, 
was found murdered and 
stuffed into a gunny bag that 
was dumped at Indira Nagar 
First Avenue in Adyar on 
January 26. Following the 
discovery, Adyar police 
arrested three men from 
Bihar's Nalanda district — 
security guard Sikandar 
alias Satyendar (30), Lalith 
Yadav (40), and Vikash 
Kumar (24) — and remanded 
them in judicial custody.

During interrogation, the 

accused allegedly confessed 
to killing Gaurav Kumar, 
his wife Munita Kumari, 
and their two-year-old son 
Birmanee Kumar. The 
child’s body was later recov-
ered from the Buckingham 
Canal beneath the Madhya 
Kailash railway bridge, 
while Munita Kumari’s 
body was found at the 
Perungudi dump yard after 
an extensive three-day 
search involving more than 
100 police personnel and 
Greater Chennai 
Corporation workers using 
earth-moving machinery. 
Police said investigators had 
earlier suspected a sexual 
assault attempt as a possible 
motive, but the post-mortem 
findings have now ruled out 
sexual assault and con-
firmed fatal head trauma as 
the cause of death.

NITI Aayog panel signals 
future-ready BHEL roadmap

TIRUCHY: A high-level delega-
tion of NITI Aayog visited 
BHEL Tiruchy on Friday as 
part of an in-depth review of 
BHEL’s operations and its 
strategic road map under ‘Way 
Forward for a Future-Ready 
BHEL’.The visit was under-
taken by the Expert Committee 
on BHEL Revitalisation, 
chaired by VK Saraswat, with 
BP Rao, Former CMD, BHEL, 
and Prashanth Guru Srinivas, 
Co-founder, Catalytic Think 
Tank Forum, as members. The 
visit focused on assessing the 
unit’s operational excellence, 
technological depth, and pre-
paredness for emerging 
national and global require-
ments.

During the visit, the delega-
tion toured key manufacturing 
facilities, including Boiler 
Production, Advanced 
Technology Products (ATP), 
and the Defence and Aerospace 
Business Group. 
Comprehensive presentations 
were made on the evolution 
and expansion of the Tiruchy 
unit, its diversified product 
portfolio, progress in Coal 
Gasification and Advanced 

Ultra Supercritical (AUSC) 
technology, and the unit’s 
advanced engineering and 
manufacturing capabilities. 
Detailed interactions were 
held with the unit leadership 
and senior executives on 
future growth pathways.

Marking a significant milestone, 
Saraswat inaugurated a state-of-the-
art three-spindle deep hole drilling 
machine at the ATP machine shop. 
The newly commissioned machine is 
specifically designed to drill extreme-
ly deep holes with stringent toleranc-
es, enabling the precision fabrication 
of tube sheets for Nuclear Steam 
Generators — an area where accura-
cy, reliability, and quality are criti-

cal.The official sources said that the 
visit reaffirms BHEL Tiruchy’s stra-
tegic role in strengthening India’s 
industrial, energy, defence, and 
nuclear manufacturing capabilities, 
while aligning the organisation’s 
transformation agenda with the 
national vision of a technologically 
advanced and globally competitive 
public sector enterprise. Earlier, the 
committee was accorded a warm 
reception by S Prabhakar, Executive 
Director, BHEL along with senior 
officials of the unit. K Sadashiv 
Murthy, Chairman and Managing 
Director, Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited, serving as Member 
Secretary to the Committee, accom-
panied by S M Ramanathan.

Tamil Nadu Cabinet to meet on February 
5, budget to follow week later

CHENNAI: Chief Minister 
MK Stalin will chair the 
State Cabinet meeting on 
February 5 to approve the 
interim general budget for 
the 2026–27 financial year, 
official sources said. The 
Assembly is expected to 
convene in the second 
week of February for the 
budget session, which will 
also be the final sitting of 
the 16th Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Assembly.

As the State is heading 
into an election, the gov-
ernment will present only 
an interim budget for 2026–
27. However, coming as it 
does ahead of a key elec-
tion where the DMK is fac-
ing the AIADMK-BJP com-
bine and Vijay’s TVK, 
speculations are rife that 
the chief minister may 
make an announcement 
enhancing the amount and 
expanding the scope of the 

party’s flagship scheme, 
Kalaignar Magalir Urimai 
Thogai Thittam.

Recently, the AIADMK 
had promised to increase 
the cash assistance to Rs 
2,000 and also make all 
ration cardholders eligible 
if voted to power, trigger-
ing speculation that the 
ruling DMK may go one 
step ahead to attract 
women voters.

Also, the opinions and 
suggestions that were gar-
nered from the public 
through the recent survey, 
Unga Kanava Sollunga, 
are likely to find space in 
the announcements that 
Stalin will make in the 
Assembly. Ahead of the 
session, the Cabinet on 
February 5 will hold 
detailed discussions on 
financial allocations, 
expenditure proposals, 
development projects, and 
other administrative mat-
ters.

EPS will not beg for alliance:
 Rajenthra Bhalaji

V I R U D H U N A G A R : 
Former minister KT 
Rajenthra Bhalaji said on 
Friday that AIADMK gener-
al secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami would not 
approach anyone, knocking 
on their doors, for the sake of 
an alliance and that the 
party was confident of form-
ing the government on its 
own.Rajenthra Bhalaji said 
the AIADMK was a strong 
party and Palaniswami a 
strong leader. He said the 

AIADMK-BJP alliance 
would win the Assembly 
election and claimed that the 
return of TTV Dhinakaran 
would only add to the party’s 
strength.He also said no 

talks had been held with the 
DMDK. He said people no 
longer wanted the DMK gov-
ernment and wished to see 
Palaniswami return as chief 
minister.

Tanker mows 
down cattle herd 
in Virudhunagar, 
7 dead

V I R U D H U N A G A R : 
Seven cattle were killed 
and more than 10 
injured after a milk 
tanker rammed into a 
h e r d  n e a r 
Mudukankulam, close 
to Kariapatti in 
Virudhunagar district, 
early on Friday.

The cattle belonged to 
Rajagopal (31), a farmer 
from Salai Iluppaikulam 
village near Kariapatti, 
who rears over 1,000 
native cattle. On Friday 
morning, a milk tanker 
travelling at high speed 
allegedly lost control 
and crashed into the 
cattle.

Seven died on the 
spot, while several oth-
ers suffered injuries. 
Cattle owners stopped 
the tanker and alerted 
Mukkulam police.

Police rushed to the 
spot and took the tanker 
to the police station. 
Further investigation is 
under way.

DMK says Congress has not sought 
power sharing in alliance talks

CHENNAI: The DMK on Saturday 
asserted that the Congress high 
command had not insisted on any 
power-sharing arrangement dur-
ing alliance discussions.

Former DMK MP TKS Elangovan 
said that even if such an issue were 
to be raised, the party leadership 
was capable of responding appro-
priately.

Addressing a press conference at 
Anna Arivalayam, Elangovan said 
neither the Congress leadership in 
Delhi nor its State unit had sought 
power sharing. He added that even 
if a demand was made, the DMK 
leadership knew how to handle alli-
ance partners with maturity.

Elangovan was speaking ahead 
of the DMK’s month-long cam-
paign, Tamil Nadu Won’t Bow, 
which is scheduled to begin on 

Sunday across all 234 Assembly 
constituencies in the State.

He said around 22 star campaign-
ers would tour Tamil Nadu, high-
lighting the policies of the DMK 
government and what he described 
as the betrayal of the State by the 
BJP-led Union government.

Responding to speculation 
surrounding alliance negotia-
tions, Elangovan reiterated 
that there had been no formal 
demand from the Congress 
leadership on power sharing. 
Rajya Sabha MP Kanimozhi 
Somu and MLA Dr Ezhilan 
Naganathan were present at the 
press conference.

Vijay rules out kingmaker role, says TVK 
will win Tamil Nadu Assembly polls

CHENNAI: Actor-
turned-politician Vijay 
has sent out a clear politi-
cal signal, asserting that 
he would win and be the 
king in the upcoming 
Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections and not play the 
role of a kingmaker.

In a candid interaction 
with NDTV team at his 
residence here, the presi-
dent of Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam said he was 
confident of a decisive 
mandate, pointing to the 
crowds at his public 
engagements as evidence 
of growing support. “I 
will win. Why would I be 
a kingmaker? Have you 
seen the crowds that are 
coming? I have been a 
star for decades, and now 
I have put my mind into 

politics. The switch has 
not been easy,” Vijay 
said.

Reflecting on the Karur 
stampede during one of 
his rallies, which claimed 
41 lives, he described the 

incident as a profound 
shock that continued to 
weigh on him. “I never 
expected anything like 
that to happen. It still 
haunts me in some 
ways,” he said.

On the controversy 
surrounding his film 
Jana Nayagan, Vijay said 
politics was now his 
future, but admitted he 
felt distressed for the pro-
ducer. “I expected my 
film to be targeted 
because of my political 
entry. I was mentally pre-
pared for this,” he said.

The actor-politician 
also spoke of his influ-
ences, calling Shah Rukh 
Khan his favourite actor 
and naming M G 
Ramachandran and J 
Jayalalithaa as his politi-
cal role models.

Vijay said his political 
journey would be driven 
by conviction and perse-
verance as he prepared 
for his first full-fledged 
electoral test.
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Hyderabad January 2026:
Doctors across India are rais-
ing concern over the wide-
spread and often unsuper-
vised use of steroids, warning
that it is emerging as a major
trigger for secondary glauco-
ma, a sight-threatening condi-
tion that can lead to irre-
versible blindness. Steroids
commonly used for allergies,
skin conditions, respiratory
illnesses, and even as over-
the-counter eye drops can sig-
nificantly raise eye pressure
when used for prolonged peri-
ods, often without patients
realizing the long-term dam-
age being caused to the optic
nerve. India is already home
to an estimated 12–13 million
people living with glaucoma,
accounting for nearly one-
sixth of the global burden.
Globally, glaucoma affects
around 75–80 million individ-
uals, a number expected to
rise beyond 110 million by
2040. Despite being the lead-
ing cause of irreversible
blindness worldwide, glauco-
ma remains vastly under-
diagnosed in India. A particu-
larly alarming concern is that
85–90% of glaucoma cases in
the country remain undiag-
nosed. The disease progresses
silently, and by the time
symptoms become evident,
irreversible optic nerve dam-
age has often already
occurred. Late diagnosis
results in avoidable vision
loss, reduced quality of life,
and significant socioeconom-

ic impact. “We are seeing a
noticeable rise in steroid-
induced glaucoma, particu-
larly in patients who use
steroid medications or eye
drops without medical super-
vision,” said Dr. Kousalya,
Glaucoma Surgeon, Dr
Agarwal's Eye Hospital,
Hyderabad. “What makes
this dangerous is that
patients feel symptom-free
initially, while eye pressure
continues to rise silently,
causing permanent damage”,
she adds. Over the past two to
three years, doctors have
reported a notable rise in
diagnosed glaucoma cases,
driven by an ageing popula-
tion, a higher prevalence of
diabetes and myopia,
advancements in diagnostic
technologies, and improved
public awareness. However,
experts caution that a grow-
ing proportion of cases are
linked to secondary glauco-
ma caused by prolonged or
unsupervised steroid use—
an avoidable risk factor if
identified and addressed
early through timely screen-
ing and medical guidance.
Glaucoma is most commonly
diagnosed in individuals
above 40 years of age, with
incidence peaking between 50
and 70 years. That said, clini-
cians are increasingly detect-
ing juvenile and early-onset
glaucoma, particularly
among individuals with a
family history of the disease
or secondary triggers.

Primary open-angle glauco-
ma continues to be the most
prevalent form, followed by
primary angle-closure dis-
ease, while steroid-induced
glaucoma and pseudoexfolia-
tion glaucoma are also fre-
quently observed in clinical
practice. “Many patients
don’t recognize early signs
like peripheral vision loss,
frequent changes in glasses,
or seeing halos. Since central
vision is often unaffected at
first, this can delay timely
diagnosis and treatment.” Dr.
Kousalya added. Doctors also
caution against common
myths, including the belief
that good vision means
healthy eyes, that glaucoma
affects only older adults, or
that normal eye pressure
rules out the disease.
Individuals with diabetes,
hypertension, thyroid disor-
ders, high myopia, hyperme-
tropia, long-term steroid use,
or a history of eye injury
including injuries sustained
during childhood are at a
higher risk and should under-
go annual eye screening. As
part of Glaucoma Awareness
Month, experts stress that
routine eye examinations are
crucial. Individuals over 40
years should undergo com-
prehensive screening every
one to two years, while high-
risk groups require yearly
evaluations. Vision tests
alone are insufficient without
assessment of eye pressure
and optic nerve health.

WIDESPREAD STEROID USE EMERGING
AS A KEY TRIGGER FOR SECONDARY

GLAUCOMA, SAY DOCTORS

Dubai: The Strait of Hormuz, the nar-
row mouth of the Persian Gulf, again
has become a focus of tensions as
Iran prepares to launch a military
drill that could see fire into a lane
crucial for global shipping. Iran has
warned ships that it will conduct a
live fire drill on Sunday and Monday
in the strait, which sees a fifth of all
oil traded pass through the tight cor-
ridor between the Islamic Republic
and Oman. The United States mili-
tary’s Central Command issued its
own warning early Saturday, telling
Tehran that any “unsafe and unpro-
fessional behaviour near US forces,
regional partners or commercial ves-
sels increases risks of collision, esca-
lation and destabilisation.” Here’s
what to know about the drill, the US
warning, what caused the tensions
and what might happen next in the
Strait of Hormuz. A key waterway
for global shipping The Strait of
Hormuz resembles a bend looking
down from space. Its narrowest point
is just 33 kilometres (21 miles) wide.
It flows from the Persian Gulf into
the Gulf of Oman. From there, ships
can then travel to the rest of the
world. While Iran and Oman have
their territorial waters in the strait,
it’s viewed as an international water-
way where all ships can ply. The
United Arab Emirates (UAE), home
to the skyscraper-studded city of
Dubai, also sits near the waterway.
The Strait of Long has been impor-
tant for trade The Strait of Hormuz
through history has been important

for trade, with ceramics, ivory, silk
and textiles moving from China
through the region. In the modern
era of supertankers, the narrow
strait proved deep and wide enough
to allow for oil to pass through it.
While there are pipelines in Saudi
Arabia and the UAE that can avoid
the passage, the US Energy
Information Administration says
“most volumes that transit the strait
have no alternative means of exiting
the region.” The vast majority of the
oil and gas moving through the strait
goes to markets in Asia. Threats to
the route have spiked global energy
prices in the past, including during
the 12-day war Israel launched
against Iran in June. Iran plans a

drill that could enter the trade route
A notice to mariners sent Thursday
by radio warned that Iran planned to
conduct “naval shooting” in the
Strait of Hormuz on Sunday and
Monday. 
The coordinates provided by the
message put the drill potentially
going into what is known as the
Traffic Separation Scheme — a 3.2-
kilometre (2-mile) wide, two-lane sys-
tem in which ships coming into the
Persian Gulf go north and ships exit-
ing onto the Gulf of Oman go south.
That northern lane is within the
coordinates of the drill. While Iran
has provided no other public details
about the drills, it will likely involve
the country’s paramilitary

Revolutionary Guard. The Guard
operates a fleet of small fast-attack
vessels in the strait that routinely
have tense encounters with the US
Navy. US issues warning over the
Iranian drill Early Saturday, the US
military’s Central Command issued
a strongly worded warning to Iran
and the Revolutionary Guard over
the drill. While acknowledging Iran’s
“right to operate professionally in
international airspace and waters,”
it warned against interfering with or
threatening American warships or
passing commercial vessels. The
command, which oversees the US
Navy’s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, said
it “will not tolerate unsafe (Guard)
actions” that could include its air-
craft or vessels getting too close to
American warships or pointing
weapons toward them. The com-
mand added that “the US military
has the most highly trained and
lethal force in the world.” Tensions
high US President Donald Trump
has threatened to launch a military
strike against Iran after its bloody
crackdown on nationwide protests.
He has laid down two red lines — the
killing of peaceful protesters and
Iran launching a wave of mass execu-
tions of those held. In recent days,
he’s also included the fate of Iran’s
nuclear programme. The USS
Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier
and supporting guided missile
destroyers are now in the Arabian
Sea, where they could launch an
attack if Trump calls for it. 

As Iran–US tensions soar, Strait
of Hormuz caught in the middle

Hyderabad Circle on
January 31, 2026. The
branch was inaugurated
by the Zonal Head
(General Manager),
Hyderabad, Mrs. Vandana
Pandey, in the esteemed
presence of Mr. Arvind
Kalra, Circle Head,
Hyderabad. The inaugu-
ration ceremony was
attended by local resi-
dents, valued customers,
and bank officials.
Addressing the gathering,
Mrs. Vandana Pandey and
Mr. Arvind Kalra empha-
sized PNB’s strategic
focus on expanding its
branch network, enhanc-
ing customer outreach,
and delivering efficient,
technology-enabled bank-
ing solutions aligned with
the Bank’s vision of inclu-
sive growth. The
Manikonda Branch marks
the 76th branch under the
Hyderabad Circle, rein-
forcing PNB’s commit-
ment to strengthening its
presence in key growth
corridors and catering to
the evolving financial
needs of customers in the
region. Punjab National

Bank remains dedicated
to providing comprehen-
sive banking and finan-

cial services while con-
tributing to sustainable
economic development.

Punjab National Bank Inaugurates
Manikonda Branch under Hyderabad Circle

Anantapur, January 31, 2026:
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
marked an important mile-
stone in its Andhra Pradesh
journey with the opening of
its newly relocated show-
room in Anantapur. Located
at Subash Road, near
Saptagiri Circle, the new
showroom reflects the
brand’s continued focus on
strengthening its presence in
key regional markets
through larger retail formats,
wider collections, and an
enhanced customer experi-
ence. Anantapur continues to
be a significant jewellery
market in the Rayalaseema
region, supported by deep-
rooted cultural traditions,
steady wedding demand, and
a customer base that values
trust, transparency, and long-
term relationships. The new
showroom has been designed
as a more spacious and organ-
ised retail environment,
allowing customers to
explore collections comfort-
ably in a refined and welcom-
ing setting. Spread across a
total area of 12,518 square feet,
the showroom includes a ded-
icated jewellery display area

along with an additional
back-office section. The store
is designed to accommodate
customers across both the
ground and first floors, with
ample seating to ensure a
relaxed and personalised
shopping experience. The
showroom was inaugurated
by Daggupati Venkateshwara
Prasad, Anantapur MLA, and
Balla Pallavi, Chairperson of
the Anantapur Market Yard,
in the presence of senior lead-
ership from Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, invited guests, and

members of the local commu-
nity. Senior management
present at the inauguration
included Mr. Siraj P. K., Head
– Retail Operations, Rest of
India; Mr. Nikhil Chandran,
Zonal Head – Central Andhra
and Rayalaseema; Mr.
Muhammed Shareej K.,
Zonal Head – Telangana; Mr.
Shanib K., Zonal Head –
Telangana; and Mr. Hafiz
Muhammad, Assistant
Showroom Head, along with
other members of the man-
agement team. Commenting

on the occasion, M. P.
Ahammad, Chairman,
Malabar Group, said,
“Andhra Pradesh has been
an important market for us,
built on long-standing rela-
tionships and trust across
communities. The opening of
our new Anantapur show-
room reflects our commit-
ment to offering customers in
the state a larger space, wider
choice, and a more comfort-
able retail experience, while
continuing to uphold the val-
ues of transparency, quality,

and fairness that Malabar
stands for.” The Anantapur
showroom showcases an
extensive range of gold, dia-
mond, platinum, and gem-
stone jewellery, including
Malabar Gold & Diamonds’
signature collections. The
assortment has been curated
to address diverse require-
ments, from bridal and fes-
tive jewellery to everyday
wear and contemporary
designs, combining tradition-
al craftsmanship with mod-
ern aesthetics aligned to
evolving customer prefer-
ences. As an inaugural offer,
customers can avail up to
30% off* on value addition of
all gold, uncut, and gemstone
jewellery, and up to 30% off*
on diamond value. The offer
is valid till February 08, 2026.
T&Cs apply. Alongside this,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
continues to extend its core
brand assurances, including
transparent pricing, fair
value addition charges, life-
time maintenance, detailed
product disclosure, and strin-
gent quality assurance
through BIS-hallmarked gold
and certified diamonds. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds Opens its Newly Relocated Showroom
in Anantapur, Strengthening Presence in Andhra Pradesh

Mumbai, January 31, 2026:
Financial results The
Board of Directors of IDFC
FIRST Bank, in its meeting
held today, approved the
unaudited financial
results for the quarter and
nine months ended
December 31, 2025.
Commenting on the
results, Mr. V
Vaidyanathan, MD and
CEO said “We are seeing a
strong business momen-
tum across all our main
lines of businesses, includ-
ing lending, deposits,
wealth management,
transaction banking etc.
Our asset quality has
improved with GNPA at
1.69% and Net NPA at
0.53% as of 31st December
2025. On cost of funds, we
expect it to further drop
from here because of
recent revision in savings
rates, which will enable us
to expand our lending fran-
chise.” About the Bank
Vision: To build a world-
class Bank in India, found-
ed with principles of
Ethical, Digital, and Social
Good Banking. Scale: IDFC
FIRST Bank is one of

India’s fast-growing pri-
vate banks, building its UI,
UX, and tech stack like a
fintech. As of December 31,
2025, the Bank serves 35
million customers, with a
customer business of Rs.
5,62,090 crore ($63.0b) com-
prising customer deposits
of ?2,82,662 crores ($31.7b)
and loans & advances of
?2,79,428 crores ($31.3b).
Customer deposits grew
24.3% YoY and loans 20.9%
YoY. We reach over 60,000
cities, towns, and villages,
operate through 1,066
branches. Scope: We are a
universal Bank offering
complete range of services,
including Retail, MSME,
Rural, Startups, Corporate
Banking, Cash
Management, Credit
Cards, Wealth
Management, Deposits,
Government Banking,
Working Capital, Trade
Finance, and Treasury
solutions. Ethical
Banking: We are commit-
ted to doing right even
when customers are not
watching. We have simpli-
fied descriptions, calcula-
tions, and legal jargon to

avoid confusing cus-
tomers. Digital Banking:
The Bank's modern tech-
nology stack delivers high-
quality services across all
channels like mobile,
branch, internet banking,
call centers and relation-
ship managers. Built on
cloud-native, API-led,
microservices architec-
ture, supported with data,
analytics, AI, and fine aes-
thetics, we strive to deliver
fintech-grade experiences
on banking platform.
Social Good: We work for
society. We have impacted
over 40 million lives
including 3.6 million
women entrepreneurs. We
have financed over 7.5 mil-
lion lifestyle improvement
loans (for laptops, washing
machines, refrigerators
etc. that enhance the quali-
ty of life of middle class),
2.5 lakh electric 2W and 3W
vehicles, 2.7 lakh water,
sanitation, and hygiene
loans, 2 million livelihood
(cattle) loans, and 300,000+
SMEs. On deposits, we pro-
vide access of premium
investment research,
which is usually reserved

for the wealthy, even to
those holding balances as
low as ?5,000. Our ESG
scores are high and
improving. Customer
Friendly Banking: We
make banking easy by hav-
ing a customer first
approach. We have waived
fees on 36 essential savings
account services which
are commonly charged in
the market, the first and
only bank in India to do so.
We create “pull” products
that customers actively
seek out. Governance: We
adhere to regulatory
guidelines in letter and
spirit and actively work
with regulators to make
things better. We take
pride in maintaining high-
est levels of corporate gov-
ernance. Shareholders: We
are building a well-diversi-
fied universal banking
portfolio designed to deliv-
er consistent ROE of 16%+.
Employees: IDFC FIRST
Bank is designed to be a
happy place to work, with
cutting-edge roles, mean-
ingful growth opportuni-
ties, and a culture of meri-
tocracy. 

IDFC FIRST Bank Q3 FY26 PAT at
Rs. 503 crores, PAT up 48% YoY

Mumbai: Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and
Nifty ended lower on
Friday, January 30, snap-
ping a three-day rally, due
to heavy selling pressure
in metal, IT and commodi-
ty stocks as investors
booked profits at higher
levels ahead of the Budget
2026-27. However, buying
on select blue-chip coun-
ters restricted the sharp
fall in domestic equities
amid prolonged weakness
in the rupee, traders said.
As a bearish trend gripped
the street, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 296.59
points, or 0.36 per cent, to
settle at 82,269.78. During
the day, it tumbled 625.34
points or 0.75 per cent to
81,941.03. A total of 2,424
stocks advanced while
1,783 declined and 160
remained unchanged on
the BSE. The 50-share NSE
Nifty dropped 98.25 points
or 0.39 per cent to end at
25,320.65 in a volatile ses-
sion. “Indian equity mar-
kets remained volatile
ahead of the Union Budget,
with benchmark indices
dragged lower by weak-

ness in IT and metal stocks.
The IT sector lagged due to
global growth concerns
and higher US bond yields,
while gold and silver
declined amid a stronger
dollar. “Persistent FII sell-
ing and continued rupee
depreciation kept market
sentiment cautious,”
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.
With geopolitical risks and
global tariff pressures ris-
ing, the Union Budget is
keenly awaited for cues on

growth support and fiscal
discipline, he added.
Among the Sensex firms,
Tata Steel suffered the
most, tanking by 4.57 per
cent. ICICI Bank, Power
Grid, HCL Tech, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys and
Kotak Mahindra Bank
were also among the lag-
gards. Mahindra &
Mahindra, State Bank of
India, ITC and Bharat
Electronics were among
the gainers. “Indian equity
markets traded with a
weak and cautious bias,

retreating from recent
highs amid aggressive sell-
ing in metal and IT stocks.
Mixed cues from overseas
markets, along with per-
sistent weakness in the
rupee, capped intra-day
recovery attempts.
“Overall, sentiment
remained cautious, with
market participants bal-
ancing pre-Budget posi-
tioning against external
headwinds,” Ponmudi R,
CEO of Enrich Money, an
online trading and wealth
tech firm, said. 

Stock markets snap 3-day rally on
intense selling ahead of Budget
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At least 28 people have
been killed in a wave of
Israeli air strikes across
the Gaza Strip on Saturday,
according to local authori-
ties. The civil defence
agency, which is operated
by Hamas, says children
and women were among
those killed. It added that
in one attack, helicopter
gunships hit a tent shelter-
ing displaced people in the
southern city of Khan
Younis. Palestinians have
described these strikes as
the heaviest since the sec-
ond phase of the ceasefire,
brokered by President
Trump in October, came
into effect earlier this
month. The Israeli military
confirmed that a number of
strikes were carried out in
response to what it said
was a Hamas violation of
the agreement on Friday.
Both Israel and Hamas
have accused each other of
violating the truce since it
came into effect last year.
In a statement, the Israel

Defense Forces (IDF) said
"eight terrorists were iden-
tified exiting the under-
ground terror infrastruc-
ture in eastern Rafah", an
area in Gaza where Israeli
forces are deployed under
the October agreement.
The IDF said it had, togeth-
er with the Israel Security
Agency (ISA), struck tar-
gets in various locations

including "four command-
ers and additional terror-
ists" as well as a weapons
storage facility, a weapons
manufacturing site and
"two launch sites belonging
to Hamas in the central
Gaza Strip". Hamas has
condemned the strikes and
urged the US to take imme-
diate action, adding that
"these ongoing violations"

confirm that the Israeli
government "continues its
brutal war of genocide
against the strip". It said
that seven of the victims
were from one displaced
family in Khan Younis,
with a civil defence
spokesman adding that the
strikes hit residential
apartments, tents, shelters
and a police station.

Officials at Gaza City's
Shifa hospital said an air
strike on the city hit a resi-
dential apartment, killing
three children and two
women. "We found my
three little nieces in the
street. They say 'ceasefire'
and all. What did those
children do? What did we
do?" said Samer al-Atbash,
an uncle of the three dead
children, according to
Reuters news agency.
Video footage and images
from across Gaza showed
several bodies being lifted
out of rubble and a number
of buildings destroyed. The
war between Israel and
Hamas began after the
Hamas-led attack on south-
ern Israel on 7 October
2023, when about 1,200 peo-
ple were killed and 251
were taken hostage. Israel
responded by launching a
military campaign in Gaza,
during which more than
71,660 people have been
killed, according to the
Hamas-run health min-

istry. It says at least 509
Palestinians have been
killed since the ceasefire
began on 10 October 2025.
Four Israeli soldiers have
also been killed. Though
Israel has previously dis-
puted figures from the
Hamas-run health min-
istry, a senior security
source was reported by
local media as saying that
the military accepts that
more than 70,000
Palestinians have been
killed during the war in
Gaza. The health ministry's
figures have been deemed
reliable by the UN and
other human rights groups
and widely cited by inter-
national media. Israel does
not allow news organisa-
tions, including the BBC,
into Gaza to report inde-
pendently. The strikes
come as the Rafah crossing,
Gaza's border with Egypt,
is due to reopen on Sunday
after the IDF recovered the
body of Israel's last hostage
earlier this week.

ISRAELI AIR STRIKES KILL AT LEAST
28 Palestinians in Gaza, rescue officials say

Meryl Streep, Pedro Pascal
and Ben Stiller are among
celebrities to have paid
tribute to Emmy-winning
actor Catherine O'Hara,
who died on Friday aged 71.
The Canadian-born star
was best known for her
roles in the films
Beetlejuice and Home
Alone, as well as comedy
TV series including Schitt's
Creek and The Studio.
Streep said O'Hara brought
"love and light to our world,
through whipsmart com-
passion for the collection of
eccentrics she portrayed",
while The Last of Us co-star
Pascal said he was "eternal-
ly grateful" to have worked
with her. Ben Stiller said it
was "hard to explain the
impact she had on come-
dy", adding that for him
there was "no one better".
O'Hara died on Friday at

her home in Los Angeles
following a brief illness,
her agent told the BBC.
After starting her career in
Canada's comedy scene,
she turned out a series of
unforgettable film perform-
ances netting her critical
acclaim. Streep, who
appeared alongside O'Hara
in the 1980s comedy
Heartburn, described her
death as "such a loss for her
family and friends, and the
audience she graced as
friends". Michael Keaton,

who co-starred in 1988's
Beetlejuice and its 2024
sequel Beetlejuice
Beetlejuice, remarked: "We
go back before the first
Beetlejuice. She's been my
pretend wife, my pretend
nemesis and my real life,
true friend. "This one
hurts. Man am I gonna
miss her." Tim Burton, who
directed both films, shared
a picture of the cast of the
latter film on Facebook.
"Catherine, I love you," he
said. "This picture shows

how much light you gave to
all of us. You were a special
part of my life and after-
life." Alec Baldwin, who
also starred in the film, said
O'Hara possessed "a quality
that was all her own" and
described her as "one of the
greatest comic talents in
the movie business". In his
tribute, Pascal said "there
is less light in my world"
adding: "This lucky world
that had you will keep you,
always." Her on-screen son
in holiday classics Home
Alone and Home Alone 2:
Lost In New York,
Macaulay Culkin, also paid
an emotional tribute on
Instagram. "Mama. I
thought we had time. I
wanted more. I wanted to
sit in a chair next to you,"
he wrote. "I heard you. But
I had so much more to say.
I love you. I'll see you later." 

From televised cabinet
meetings to late night
Truth Social posts, US
President Donald Trump
has rarely stepped out of
the spotlight since he
resumed office in January.
But more often than not,
he's done it without his
wife. So where is Melania?
A new documentary co-pro-
duced by the first lady her-
self aims to answer that
question. Melania: 20 Days
to History promises view-
ers an intimate glimpse
into Melania Trump's life
in the days leading up to
her husband's January 2025
inauguration. The film
opened in cinemas across
the US on Friday amid con-
troversy. It has received

significant attention from
administration critics and
watchdogs, who have criti-
cised the project's funding
and dismissed the timing of
its release as insensitive as
mass protests swell over
two fatal shootings by fed-
eral agents in Minneapolis.
Politics aside, those seek-
ing answers about how

Trump spends her time
might find the film unsatis-
fying - much of it shows her
in transit, at public events
or drifting between meet-
ings to review fabric sam-
ples and dinnerware. Still,
small interactions with her
closest friends offer some
glimpses at how the
famously enigmatic first

lady is approaching her
husband's second term.
"Everyone wants to know,
so here it is," she says in an
opening voiceover. Here's
what we've learned from
watching the film - and
what we didn't. Early on,
Trump is clear about her
intent: "I want to show the
American people my jour-
ney from private citizen to
first lady." The film touches
briefly on the controversy
around its creation, in a
meta moment that shows
Trump's staff fielding an
inquiry from a journalist
about its commission. It is
a co-production from
Trump herself and director
Brett Ratner, along with
other partners.

The US federal govern-
ment has partially shut-
down despite a last-ditch
funding deal approved by
the Senate. The funding
lapse began at midnight
US eastern time (05:00
GMT) on Saturday,
hours after senators
agreed to fund most agen-
cies until September. The
bill includes just two
weeks' funding for the
Department of Homeland
Security, which oversees
immigration enforce-
ment, instead of shutting
it down entirely. The bill
has yet to be approved by
the House of
Representatives, which
is out of session. US
President Donald Trump
struck the deal with
Democrats after they
refused to give more
funding for immigration
enforcement following
the fatal shooting of two
US citizens in
Minneapolis by federal
agents. It is the second
such government shut-
down in the past year
and comes just 11 weeks
after the end of the previ-
ous funding impasse that
lasted 43 days, the longest
in US history. That shut-

down in 2025, which
spanned 1 October to 14
November, had wide-
spread impacts on essen-
tial government services
including air travel and
left hundreds of thou-
sands of federal workers
without pay for weeks.
This shutdown, however,
is unlikely to be that long
or widespread as the
House of Representatives
is set to be back in ses-
sion on Monday. The
White House, though,
has directed several
agencies, including the
departments of trans-
portation, education and
defence to execute shut-
down plans. "Employees
should report to work for
their next regularly
scheduled tour of duty to
undertake orderly shut-
down activities," a White
House memo to agencies
said. "It is our hope that
this lapse will be short."
Trump has urged
Republicans, who hold
the majority of seats in
the US House, to vote for
the deal. Lawmakers
plan to use the fortnight
in which the DHS will
continue to be funded to
negotiate a deal. 

A Pokémon card game event
at a shrine honouring
Japan's war dead has been
cancelled following a back-
lash in China. The Pokémon
Company apologised for
advertising the event, organ-
ised by a certified third
party, through its official
website, and said it "should
not have been held in the
first place". The event was
due to be held on Saturday at
the Yasukuni Shrine, near
the Imperial Palace in
Tokyo, which commemo-
rates those who died in sev-
eral wars including convict-
ed war criminals. The blun-
der comes at a moment of
worsening relations
between China and Japan
over the stance of the latter's
new prime minister on
Taiwan. The Yasukuni
Shrine honours Japanese
soldiers who died in a num-
ber of wars, including both
Sino-Japanese wars and the
Pacific theatre of World War
Two. But the enshrinement
of the names of more than
1,000 convicted war crimi-
nals among the roughly 2.5
million people it honours
has long made it a controver-
sial site for nations that were
subject to harsh treatment
under Japanese occupation.
"Brands that disregard histo-
ry and hurt the feelings of

the Chinese people will ulti-
mately be abandoned," the
People's Daily, the Chinese
Communist Party's official
news site, commented when
the event came to light earli-
er this week. "The relevant
enterprises must according-
ly take social responsibility
and not make light of the
heavy weight of history in
the name of entertainment."
Meanwhile, the state-run
Global Times praised
"China's young net-izens" for
criticising the event, adding:
"Any enter-tain-ment or
leis-ure activ-it-ies held at
such a site con-sti-tute an
open affront to his-tor-ical
truth, and sta-ging events
aimed at children there is
even more egre-gious." The
Pokémon Company said in a
statement on Friday that the
event had been "mistakenly
posted" on its official card
game website "due to a lack
of due diligence". "After the
incident was discovered, the
event was promptly can-
celled," it said. "We sincerely
apologise for the various
reactions and opinions that
have been generated as a
result of this publication."
The firm said it would "thor-
oughly review and strength-
en" its approval process to
prevent a similar incident
from occurring again. 

US government partially
shuts down despite last

minute funding deal

Pokémon cancels event at
controversial Japan

shrine following backlash

PEDRO PASCAL AND MERYL STREEP
LEAD TRIBUTES TO CATHERINE O'HARA

WHAT WE LEARNED - AND DIDN'T -
FROM THE MELANIA DOCUMENTARY

Millions of new files relating
to the late sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein have been
released by the US
Department of Justice, the
largest number of docu-
ments shared by the govern-
ment since a law mandated
their release last year. Three
million pages, 180,000
images and 2,000 videos
were posted publicly on
Friday. The release came six
weeks after the department
missed a deadline signed
into law by US President
Donald Trump that mandat-
ed all Epstein-related docu-
ments be shared with the
public. "Today's release
marks the end of a very com-
prehensive document iden-
tification and review
process to ensure trans-
parency to the American
people and compliance,"
Deputy Attorney General
Todd Blanche said. The files

include details about Jeffrey
Epstein's time in prison -
including a psychological
report - and his death while
incarcerated, along with
investigative records on
Ghislaine Maxwell,
Epstein's associate who was
convicted of helping him
traffic underaged girls. They
also include emails between
Epstein and high-profile fig-
ures. Many of the emails
and documents go back
more than a decade, show-
casing Epstein's relation-
ships amid his legal trou-
bles. He was convicted in
2008 in Florida for soliciting
sex from a 14-year-old girl
after coming to a controver-
sial plea agreement with
prosecutors. He died in
August 2019 while in jail on
charges in a sprawling sex
trafficking case. Epstein
invited 'The Duke' to meet
Russian woman The docu-

ments shed light on the dis-
graced financier's close asso-
ciation with Britain's elite.
They include emails
between Epstein and a per-
son named "The Duke" -
believed to be Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor - dis-
cussing having dinner at
Buckingham Palace, where
there was "lots of privacy".
Another message from
Epstein includes an offer to
introduce "The Duke" to a
26-year-old Russian woman.

The emails are signed "A",
with a signature that
appears to read "HRH Duke
of York KG". They were
exchanged in August 2010,
two years after Epstein
pleaded guilty to soliciting a
minor. The emails do not
indicate any wrongdoing.
The BBC has contacted
Andrew, formerly known as
the Duke of York, for a
response. Mountbatten-
Windsor has faced years of
scrutiny over his past

friendship with Epstein. He
has repeatedly denied any
wrongdoing. Some emails in
the latest release appear to
be between Epstein and
Sarah Ferguson, Andrew's
ex-wife. One email dated 4
April 2009, was signed
"Love, Sarah, The red
Head.!!" It says that she was
going to be in Palm Beach
and wanted to have tea. The
email goes on to discuss
ideas for Ferguson's compa-
ny, Mother's Army. The for-
mer Duchess of York refers
to Epstein as "My dear spec-
tacular and special friend
Jeffrey". She calls him a "leg-
end" and says "I am so proud
of you". The financier was
still under house arrest for
his 2008 conviction when the
email exchange was sent.
Epstein sent money to
Mandelson's husband Other
emails show Epstein sent
£10,000 ($13,692) to Lord

Peter Mandelson's husband
Reinaldo Avila da Silva in
2009. In an email to Epstein,
da Silva sets out the costs of
an osteopathy course, pro-
vides his bank details and
thanks the financier for
"anything you can help me
with". Epstein replies a few
hours later saying he would
wire the loan amount and da
Silva, who married
Mandelson in 2023, replies
with a thank you the follow-
ing day. In another batch of
emails, Lord Mandelson
asks to stay at one of
Epstein's properties. The
emails are from 16 June
2009, when Epstein was
serving a prison sentence
for soliciting prostitution
from someone under the age
of 18. For much of his sen-
tence, Epstein was allowed
to work from his office dur-
ing the day and returned to
jail each night. 

Takeaways from the millions of newly released Epstein files

Israel has only twice used
the death penalty against
a convicted prisoner. The
last time was more than
sixty years ago, to hang
the notorious Nazi war
criminal, Adolf
Eichmann. But in the
wake of the Hamas-led
attacks on 7 October 2023,
Israel's deadliest ever
day, there is a political
push to pass a highly con-
troversial new capital
punishment law, target-
ing Palestinians convict-
ed by Israeli courts of
fatal terrorist attacks. "It's
another brick in the wall
of our defence," the far-
right chair of the parlia-

mentary national securi-
ty committee, Zvika Fogel
tells me. "To bring in the
death penalty is the most
moral, the most Jewish
and the most decent
thing." But human rights
groups see the bill as "one
of the most extreme leg-
islative proposals" in the
history of Israel. They
argue it is unethical, and
because it is designed to
apply only to
Palestinians, they say it
will bring about "racial-
ized capital punishment."
There have been heated
hearings in Israel's parlia-
ment involving rabbis,
doctors, lawyers and
security officials.
Families whose loved
ones were killed in the
brutal assault on south-
ern Israel more than two
years ago, and in the
fighting in the devastat-
ing war in Gaza that fol-
lowed, have turned out to
speak against and in
favour of the legislation. 

A fiery tweeter who is in
charge of Uganda's military,
Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba
is decried by his critics as
being in the middle of an
unholy trinity, or alliance,
of three men who rule the
East African nation with an
iron fist. Kainerugaba, the
son of the country's long-
time leader Yoweri
Museveni, has posted on
social platform X about the
killing of opposition sup-
porters during this month's

fiercely contested presiden-
tial election. In posts which
were subsequently deleted,
he also threatened to have
the testicles of defeated
opposition candidate Bobi
Wine removed. With the 81-
year-old president winning
a seventh term, analysts say
this is likely to be his last
term and he is grooming his
51-year-son to succeed him.
The so-called "unholy
alliance" - a play on the
Christian doctrine of the
Holy Trinity - is made up of
Museveni, Kainerugaba,
and the president's power-
ful brother and special
adviser, Salim Saleh.
Kenya-based analyst for the
Institute for Security
Studies think-tank,
Nicodemus Minde, tells the
BBC that he heard the
description during a recent
research trip to Uganda. 

Israel split over plans to
bring back death penalty for

deadly attacks

This army chief threatened to cas-
trate opposition leader and claimed

descent from Jesus
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World No. 5 Elena Rybakina
launched an incredible come-
back in the final set to break
World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka
twice and clinch the
Australian Open 2026
women's singles title.
Rybakina won the first set 6-4,
breaking Sabalenka in the
very first game of the match.
Sabalenka roared back to win
the second set 6-4, and soared
into a dominant 3-0 lead in the
deciding third set. However,
Rybakina broke Sabalenka
twice in a row to turn the
scales and win the third set 6-
4. This becomes Rybakina's
first Australian Open crown,
and the second Grand Slam of
her career. For Sabalenka, it
is a second successive
Australian Open final defeat.
For Elena Rybakina, it's the
second Grand Slam of her

career. She won the
Wimbledon title in 2022, and
now adds the Australian
Open 2026 to her trophy cabi-
net, more than three years
later.  It's a second consecu-
tive defeat in the Australian
Open 2026 final for Aryna
Sabalenka. She won in 2023
and 2024, but now she's lost
two 3-set thrillers to Madison

Keys (2025) and Rybakina
(2026). The World No. 1 oozed
class today too, but
Rybakina's stunning come-
back caught everyone by sur-
prise. An incredible come-
back in the final set from the
World No. 5, and she has beat-
en World No. 1 Aryna
Sabalenka. It's Rybakina's
first Australian Open title

and the second Grand Slam of
her career. A second consecu-
tive Australian Open final
defeat for Sabalenka.
Relentless from Sabalenka,
who looks desperate to make
up after conceding the break.
She took the lead at 30-40 on
Rybakina's next service
game, but the World No. 5
manages to force three suc-
cessive unforced errors to
hold serve. 3-3! he Kazakh
lands the counter punch on
the World No. 1, and the
Australian Open women's
singles final is wide open
once again. Both players have
achieved a break each, and
Rybakina can now level
things up by holding serve. 3-
2! Elena Rybakina is up to a
career-high third in the world
rankings as a result of her
Australian Open victory. 

Rapper Snoop Dogg says he
wants to play his part in
making Swansea City
become a "global name". The
54-year-old became a co-
owner and investor at
Swansea after taking a
minority stake in the
Championship club last
July. The American star
says he "always wanted to
invest in a soccer team" –
and that he wants to help
Swansea generate income to
aid their bid to return to the
Premier League. "I want to
be real hands on, I want to
take the club in a direction
maybe it hasn't been before,"
he told Wales Online., exter-
nal "We want to take
Swansea to the Premier
League, and to do that we
are going to need money -

that's the reality of the game
these days. "I want to intro-
duce sponsorship deals and
publicity that will make
them a global name." The
West Coast rapper has sold
more than 30 million albums
worldwide but is yet to
attend a Swansea game,
though his son Cordell
Broadus was in the direc-

tors' box for the Welsh side's
draw with Watford last
August. American billion-
aire businesswoman Martha
Stewart, who joined Snoop
Dogg and Real Madrid leg-
end Luka Modric as a
Swansea co-owner in
December, was in Wales for
the game against Wrexham
just before Christmas.

Swansea have said Snoop
Dogg is likely to attend a
game at some point this sea-
son, though there is still no
confirmation of when he
may appear at the
Swansea.com Stadium. "For
real I want to meet with the
fans," Snoop Dogg said.
"These fans are passionate,
they are real, and I want to
hear what they got to say
when I am in Swansea. "I
knew I always wanted to
invest in a soccer team - it's
been a dream of mine for
years, it was all about wait-
ing for the right opportuni-
ty." Modric was the first
celebrity name to get
involved at Swansea, with
the former Ballon d'Or win-
ner named as a co-owner
last April.

India are set to take on
Pakistan in the U19 Cricket
World Cup 2026 on Sunday,
and Team India are seem-
ingly leaving no stone
unturned before the match.
Ahead of the game, the
Ayush Mhatre-led side
received a pep talk from
one of the game's greatest -
none other than legendary
India batter Sachin
Tendulkar, who is the high-
est run-scorer in interna-
tional cricket history. In
images shared by the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) on social

media, Mhatre, Vaibhav
Suryavanshi and co. could
be seen interacting not only
with Tendulkar, but also
with VVS Laxman. "The
India Under 19 team play-
ing in the ongoing Under 19
World Cup had a virtual
interaction with the legend
of World Cricket, Mr.
Sachin Tendulkar.," posted
BCCI on social media. The
India Under 19 team play-
ing in the ongoing Under 19
World Cup had a virtual
interaction with the legend
of World Cricket, Mr.
Sachin Tendulkar. In what

was an invaluable experi-
ence, the next generation
got insights and perspec-
tives on the important
ingredients for success...
"In what was an invaluable
experience, the next gener-
ation got insights and per-
spectives on the important
ingredients for success and
longevity in an ever evolv-
ing sport, not just limited to
technical skills and remain-
ing fit but also the impor-
tance of staying focused,
disciplined, humble and
rooted in success," the BCCI
further said.

India face Pakistan in a cru-
cial U-19 World Cup Super
Six match in Bulawayo on
Sunday. With three semi-
final spots already booked,
the result of the India vs
Pakistan clash will decide
the fourth semi-finalist.
While Vaibhav Suryavanshi
will be in focus, several
other Indian players will
also hold the key in the
game. India lost to Pakistan
by 191 runs in the Under-19
Asia Cup final in Dubai last
December after winning the
group match of the same
tournament against the
arch-rivals by 90 runs. Here
are the key players in the
India vs Pakistan clash:
Wicketkeeper Abhigyan
Kundu (183 runs from four
matches, highest score 80)
and Vaibhav Suryavanshi
(166 runs from four matches)
have been consistent with
the bat, scoring two fifties
each. However, both will

look to convert those starts
into three-figure scores.
Vihaan Malhotra (151 runs
from four matches) is anoth-
er batter India will be bank-
ing on. The left-hander
smashed an unbeaten 109
against Zimbabwe in the last
match and will be eager to
continue his good form. On

the bowling front, right-arm
medium pacer Henil Patel
(10 wickets in four matches)
and left-arm fast bowler
Udhav Mohan, who picked
up three wickets in the pre-
vious match against
Zimbabwe, have been stand-
out performers for India.
Skipper Ayush Mhatre also

impressed with his off-
breaks, taking three wickets
against Zimbabwe, while
right-arm medium pacer RS
Ambrish has been among
the wickets with the new
ball. What About Pakistan
Pakistan, on the other hand,
lost their opening group
game against England but

bounced back with wins
against Scotland and
Zimbabwe. They notched a
comprehensive eight-wicket
win over New Zealand in
their Super Six match on
January 27 and head into the
India clash with confidence.
Opener Sameer Minhas,
who orchestrated India's
defeat in the U-19 Asia Cup
final with a magnificent 172,
has been in impressive form
in the tournament. He
scored 74 not out against
Zimbabwe in the group stage
and 76 in the win against
New Zealand in the Super
Six. Minhas will again be the
biggest threat for India, who
will look to dismiss him
early and curb his scoring.
In the bowling department,
right-arm pacer Ali Raza has
been Pakistan's key per-
former with 12 wickets from
four matches. Indian batters
will need solid plans to
counter him. 

Mercedes were pre-season
favourites for 2026 long
before any of the new cars
ran on track, and nothing
that happened in the
Formula 1 'shakedown' in
Spain this week has
changed that. The new
Mercedes made a strong
impression on rivals. The
team did the most miles, and
set the fastest times while
the car was on the track,
albeit Lewis Hamilton post-
ed the quickest time of the
week late on the final day in
the Ferrari. The seven-time
champion's lap of one
minute 16.348 seconds
pipped George Russell's best
for Mercedes, set the previ-
ous day, by 0.097 seconds.
World champion Lando
Norris was second fastest on
the final day, and third over-

all, in the McLaren,
0.246secs off Hamilton.
Judging performance from
pre-season testing is always
fiendishly difficult because
of the number of variables
involved, all the more so
after a week such as this.
The test was held behind
closed doors, with no inde-
pendent media allowed
access. No official timing

was released. Only very few
photographs were taken,
and most of those were vet-
ted by the teams who
released them. The test was
exactly how it was billed - a
shakedown is motorsport
terminology for giving a car
a first run-out to make sure
everything works. On top of
that, everything the teams
were using was new - cars,

engines, tyres and fuel -
after the biggest regulation
change in the sport's histo-
ry. Testing outright pace
was very much not on the
agenda for anyone. So the
headline lap times meant
almost nothing, not that
that erases the general
impression that Mercedes
are in the best place at this
early stage. The test was all
about learning about the
new cars and, particularly,
the new power-units. It was
held in private because
teams were scared by mem-
ories of the last time new
engines were introduced, in
2014, when many suffered
major reliability problems.
But those fears did not come
to fruition, partly because
the standards in F1 are so
high these days.

Reaction & analysis as Rybakina over-
comes Sabalenka to win Australian Open

SNOOP DOGG AIMING TO MAKE
SWANSEA A 'GLOBAL NAME'

5 Players Who Hold The Key In
Battle For Last Semi-Final Spot

Nottingham Forest have
agreed a deal for
Manchester City goal-
keeper Stefan Ortega
worth up to £500,000.
Sean Dyche's side are
also trying to sign Inter
Milan midfielder Davide
Frattesi, initially on loan
with the option for a per-
manent transfer. The 26-
year-old has won 33 caps
for Italy and has played
19 games for Inter this
season. German Ortega,
33, is currently third
choice at the Etihad
behind Gianluigi
Donnarumma and James
Trafford. He is out of con-
tract this summer and is
yet to feature for Pep
Guardiola's side this sea-
son. Forest's need for a
keeper stems from a knee
injury suffered by John
Victor that is set to rule

him out for the rest of the
season. The City Ground
club had held talks with
Wolves over a move for
Jose Sa, but have since
pivoted to Ortega. Ortega
has played 56 games for
City since joining in 2022
and played a key role in
their Premier League
title win in 2024. He
played 22 games last sea-
son, including appear-
ances in the Club World
Cup in July and the FA
Cup final defeat by
Crystal Palace. Forest,
who are in the Europa
League play-offs and are
17th in the Premier
League, have already
signed Napoli striker
Lorenzo Lucca on loan
and had a bid of £35m
rejected by Crystal
Palace for striker Jean-
Philippe Mateta.

FOREST AGREE ORTEGA
DEAL AND TARGET
INTER'S FRATTESI

Sachin Tendulkar Gives Ultimate Pep
Talk To Team India Ahead Of U19

World Cup Clash vs Pakistan

BARCELONA 'SHAKEDOWN' OFFERS
FIRST HINTS OF F1 2026

WWE Royal Rumble is just
around the corner and this
year is extra special as this
is the first time that the
event will take place in
Saudi Arabia. It is generally
considered to be the start of
the road to WrestleMania
and the winner of the men's
Royal Rumble match will be
guaranteed of a title match.
The winner of the Royal
Rumble match will have his
choice between Undisputed
WWE Champion Drew
Mcyntre and World
Heavyweight Champion
CM Punk in the main event
of WrestleMania 42. Here's
a look at the top 5 potential
winners of the men's Royal
Rumble match - Roman
Reigns Roman Reigns is all
set to make his return at the
WWE Royal Rumble and

despite being a top star in
the company, he has not
won the Royal Rumble
since 2015. He has come
very close to achieving the
feat over the years and with
a potential match against
CM Punk at WrestleMania
on the line, he is one of the
favourties to win the match.
Cody Rhodes The former

Undisputed WWE
Champion was the first
wrestler to announce him-
self for the Royal Rumble
match and it is difficult to
not consider him while
looking at potential win-
ners. Rhodes won the match
in 2023 as well as 2024 and a
win on Sunday will mean
that he will be tied with

Stone Cold Steve Austin
with three Rumble wins.
Add to that his rivalry with
McIntyre and we can be
looking at a heated fight.
Bron Breakker The odds-on
favourite to win the Royal
Rumble is likely to enter
the match at No. 1 and Bron
Breakker is widely consid-
ered to be the one to domi-
nate proceedings on
Sunday. A win will put on
collision course against CM
Punk and the addition of
Seth Rollins can make for a
blockbuster storyline. Oba
Femi The former NXT
Champion will make his
official main roster debut at
the Royal Rumble and
despite multiple promos on
WWE Raw, he did not
appear on any weekly tele-
vision for the show. 

WWE Royal Rumble 2026: Top 5 Potential
Winners Of Men's Royal Rumble Match

When Dominic Calvert-
Lewin left Everton last
summer after nine years
with the club, he could be
forgiven for being a little
fearful of what his future
held. The striker struggled
with injuries in the latter
stages of his Toffees career
and managed just three
goals in his final season,
meaning whoever did sign
him was likely taking a bit
of a risk. But that gamble
has paid off for Leeds, with
Calvert-Lewin having
revived his career with an
excellent scoring run
under Daniel Farke, scor-
ing seven goals in his past
six games. That form has
also led to talk of his return
to the England squad and
possibly even a place at the
2026 World Cup - something
that seemed very unlikely
just six months ago.
Calvert-Lewin sat down
with BBC Sport's Betty
Glover to talk about his
return to goalscoring, the
reality of being a free agent
and his England chances.
After almost a decade at
Everton, the change of
scenery has clearly done
Calvert-Lewin the world of
good. With nine Premier
League goals he has
outscored big-money
arrivals like Hugo Ekitike,
Viktor Gyokeres and

Benjamin Sesko. "I just felt
like I needed a fresh start,"
he said. "I think that I'd
gone from a 19-year-old boy
to a 28-year-old man and
deep down a fresh start is
what I felt like I needed. "So
obviously when communi-
cation started with Leeds, I
felt that this was the place
for me to come in and
thrive and get back to my
best level." Key for Calvert-
Lewin has been the faith
Farke has shown in him.
The German coach said
recently that he had always
been a big fan of Calvert-
Lewin and would always
sign him if the opportunity
presented itself. "I had a
phone call with him one or
two days before I signed
and he spoke for maybe 30
minutes," Calvert-Lewin
said of his first conversa-
tion with Farke. "I was just
listening and his personali-
ty came through. I could
tell that he was a caring
person and he cared about
his players, and he was just
emphasising how he want-
ed to get me back to my best
level. "That relationship's
just grown and grown and
grown. "You know he has a
human side, which I think
that then gets the players to
be more attentive to the
messaging and ultimately
makes us play better." 

I NEVER STOPPED
BELIEVING - CALVERT-

LEWIN

India vs Pakistan, U-19 World Cup:
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he pre-release press
meet of the film
“Sky” was held
grandly with

renowned director and pro-
ducer Madhura Sreedhar
Reddy as the chief guest;
gearing up for a grand the-
atrical release on February
6th Produced under the
Valour Entertainment
Studios banner by
Nagireddy Guntaka,
Srilakshmi Guntaka,
Murali Krishnam Raju, and
Prudhvi Pericharla, “Sky”
stars Murali Krishnam
Raju, Shruti Shetty, and
Anand in the lead roles. The
film is directed by Prudhvi
Pericharla. With this
movie, a new music direc-
tor, Shiva Prasad, is being
introduced to the industry.
“Sky” is all set for a grand
theatrical release on
February 6. The pre-release
press meet of the film was

held today in Hyderabad,
with Madhura Sreedhar
Reddy attending as the
chief guest. Music Director
Shiva Prasad said, "I grew
as a music director starting
from a very small level,
purely driven by my pas-

sion for the film industry. I
sincerely thank our direc-
tor Prudhvi Pericharla
garu for giving me the
opportunity to work on this
film. It is only because of
his support that I was able
to give good music for this

movie. I am very happy see-
ing the response the songs
are receiving." Producer
Madhura Sreedhar Reddy
said, "Before coming to this
event, I watched the content
and songs of the film “Sky.”
From what I saw, it is clear

that this movie has an
intense love story. The
songs are very good, and
Rasool Ellore garu’s visuals
are beautiful. Just by look-
ing at the caption of the
film, we can understand the
essence of the movie. I sin-
cerely wish “Sky” great suc-
cess." Producer Nagireddy
Guntaka said, "I thank
Madhura Sreedhar garu for
attending our movie’s press
meet today. All of us
worked very hard to pro-
duce “Sky.” Every member
of the team worked with
great passion. Audiences
will get to see a fresh love
story filled with heart-
touching emotions in our
film. We are releasing the
movie on February 6."
Director Prudhvi
Pericharla said, "Before
starting the shoot itself, we
had all the songs ready.
With the suggestions and

guidance given by our DOP
Rasool garu, we were able
to comfortably complete the
film within the planned
time. His guidance helped
us a lot. I thank every team
member who supported me
throughout this journey.
We strongly believe that
everyone will like our film."
Hero Murali Krishnam
Raju said, "I am very happy
to be introduced as a hero
through this film. Honestly,
the real heroes of this
movie are our director
Prudhvi and producers
Nagireddy and Srilakshmi.
The team worked extremely
hard for this film. Despite
facing many difficulties,
they completed the movie
and brought it to release.
Our music director Shiva
worked as an auto driver
and cab driver and entered
the industry purely with
his passion.

‘SKY’ PRE-RELEASE PRESS MEET HELD IN HYDERABAD;
GRAND THEATRICAL RELEASE ON FEBRUARY 6

tar Entertainer
Naveen Polishetty at
Anaganaga Oka Raju
Success Celebrations

“Anaganaga Oka Raju is
proof that hard work
always pays off” Renowned
Producer and TFDC
Chairman Dil Raju
“Naveen Polishetty is a
hero admired by Megastar
Chiranjeevi” Acclaimed
Director Bobby Kolli
Released as a Sankranthi
festival treat on January 14,
Anaganaga Oka Raju has
won the hearts of Telugu
audiences across the globe.
Starring star entertainer
Naveen Polishetty in the
lead, the film has crossed
?100+ crore gross world-
wide, emerging as a sensa-
tional blockbuster.
Presented by Srikara
Studios and produced by
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi
and Sai Soujanya under the
banners of Sithara
Entertainments and
Fortune Four Cinemas, the
film is directed by debutant
Mari, with Meenakshi
Chaudhary as the female
lead. Arriving with massive
expectations, Anaganaga
Oka Raju not only delivered
non-stop laughter but also

touched hearts with its
emotional moments, stand-
ing tall as the Sankranthi
winner. To mark this grand
success, a celebratory suc-
cess event was held on
Friday evening at
Ramanaidu Studios,
Hyderabad. Renowned pro-
ducer and TFDC Chairman
Dil Raju and popular direc-
tor Bobby Kolli attended as
chief guests. Memorabilia
were presented to everyone
who contributed to the
film’s success, including
cast, technicians, and dis-

tributors. Dil Raju said:
“Congratulations to the
entire team of Anaganaga
Oka Raju. Special apprecia-
tion to producer Naga
Vamsi. Vamsi truly loves
cinema, and when you love
cinema this deeply, success
naturally follows. Many of
us should learn from him.
Congratulations to director
Mari, Chinmayi, Mickey J.
Meyer, and the entire team.
Meenakshi delivered back-
to-back Sankranthi success-
es with Sankranthiki
Vastunnam last year and

now Anaganaga Oka Raju.
Naveen carried this film
entirely on his shoulders. I
watched the film a day
before release and was con-
fident it would be a hit.
From start to finish,
Naveen works day and
night without compromise.
From Life Is Beautiful to
now, I’ve seen his journey
closely. Everyone saying
that this film’s success is
mainly because of Naveen
makes me very happy. This
film is a perfect example of
how hard work always gets

rewarded.” Director Bobby
Kolli said: “They say heroes
are born when timing
works in their favour. But
Naveen is a hero who mas-
tered timing itself. A year
ago, after a serious acci-
dent, even while recover-
ing, he spoke to me about
finding great writers and
making a blockbuster.
That’s his passion for cine-
ma. Watching the film, I felt
he never dropped his ener-
gy even for a single frame.
That energy comes from his
hard work and hunger. He
will reach even greater
heights. Recently, Megastar
Chiranjeevi told me how
much he liked Anaganaga
Oka Raju and praised
Naveen’s incredible energy,
saying he’s his favourite
among the new generation.
Even while enjoying his
own success, Chiranjeevi
garu celebrated Naveen’s
success. That itself is a huge
achievement.” Naveen
Polishetty said: “There’s a
dialogue in our film that
says Raju’s wedding will be
remembered for seven gen-
erations on both sides. In
the same way, this
Sankranthi will be remem-
bered by all of us forever.

RATTATATAAV, the peppy
second single from the
upcoming entertainer
FUNKY, is out now and
already making waves with
its infectious energy.
Composed by Bheems
Ceciroleo, the song perfectly
captures his signature massy
beats, elevated further by
Ram Miriyala’s high-octane
vocals and Dev Pawar’s relat-
able, fun-filled lyrics. Packed
with rhythm and attitude,
RATTATATAAV delivers an
instant kick, making it a
sure-shot repeat favourite.
The song also stands out visu-
ally, with the crackling chem-
istry between Vishwak Sen
and Kayani Lohar adding a
fresh and youthful vibe.
Their natural screen pres-
ence, combined with vibrant
visuals and energetic chore-
ography, makes the track
highly appealing to today’s
youth. Every element from
music to visuals comes
together seamlessly, amplify-
ing the song’s celebratory
mood. Earlier, the first single
“Dheere Dheere” emerged as
a chartbuster melody, setting
high expectations for the
album. With RAT-
TATATAAV continuing the
momentum, the FUNKY
album is shaping up to be a

complete musical treat.
Adding to the buzz, the film’s
teaser has already struck a
chord with audiences, prom-
ising non-stop comedy and
laughter. Director KV
Anudeep returns to his trade-

mark comic universe, aiming
to deliver an even bigger,
louder, and crazier cinematic
experience with his quirky
storytelling and infectious
humour. Music director
Bheems Ceciroleo once again

proves his flair for foot-tap-
ping compositions, infusing
the narrative with vibrant
rhythms and catchy tunes.
The film is produced by Naga
Vamsi S and Sai Soujanya
under the banners of Sithara
Entertainments, Fortune
Four Cinemas, and Srikara
Studios is presenting the
film. With quirky characters,
a refreshing lead pair, peppy
music and a director celebrat-
ed for comic chaos, FUNKY is
all set to deliver unlimited
entertainment on the big
screen. The film is scheduled
for a theatrical release on
February 13, 2026, making it a
perfect entertainer for the
Valentine’s Day weekend.

Full of Energy: Funky Second Single
‘RATTATATAAV’ Song Is Out Now

umbai: Social media
influencer Faizan
Ansari has once again

stirred controversy after
claiming that actress and
fashion influencer Uorfi
Javed has been “expelled”
from Islam and will now be
called as Geeta Bhardwaj.
The influencer made the
strong claim through a
video shared on his social
media, where Ansari
alleged that a decision had
been taken by ‘Muslims’ to
disassociate Javed from the
community following her
constant insult to your com-
munity. In the video,
Ansari said, “Hello guys,
how are you all? I am
Faizan Ansari. There is a
girl who is ruining the
name of Muslims not only
in India but across the
world. She herself says that
she does not believe in the
Quran, she does not believe
in Islam, and she does not
believe in the Muslim reli-
gion. Her name was
Muslim till now, Uorfi

Javed. She is a very bad girl
who has ruined the name of
Muslims across the world,
and every Muslim abuses
her.” He added, “So finally,
we Muslims have decided
that Uorfi Javed is not a
Muslim anymore. For this,
I have given a written letter
to the Maulana, the head of
the All India Muslim com-
munity. I have not taken
permission, I have
informed him that Uorfi
Javed is not a Muslim any-
more. Uorfi Javed has noth-
ing to do with the Muslim
community and her new
name is Geeta Bhardwaj.”
Announcing his decision
on behalf of Muslims,
Faizan said, “I am announc-
ing this publicly so every-
one should know that Uorfi
Javed is not a Muslim any-
more. Her name is Geeta
Bhardwaj. All of us
Muslims have taken this
decision. I have given a
written letter to the
Maulana and I am attach-
ing it with this video.

Uorfi Javed ‘expelled’
from Islam, she is

now Geeta Bhardwaj,
claims influencer

“This Sankranthi will be remembered
for seven generations on both sides”

“Couple Friendly” stars
Santosh Sobhan in the lead
role, with Manasa
Varanasi playing the
female lead. Presented by
the renowned production
house UV Creations, the
film is being grandly pro-
duced by UV Concepts in
Telugu and Tamil. Ajay
Kumar Raju P. serves as
the co-producer, while
Ashwin Chandrasekhar is
the director. Made as a
musical romantic love
story, “Couple Friendly” is
scheduled to hit theatres
in Telugu and Tamil on
February 14, coinciding
with Valentine’s Day. The

film is being released
across Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana by passion-
ate producer and distribu-
tor Dheeraj Mogilineni.
Having previously distrib-
uted several super hit
films, Dheeraj Mogilineni
is bringing “Couple
Friendly” to Telugu audi-
ences on a grand scale as
well. The teaser and the
lyrical songs “Naalo
Nenu..” and “Gaabara
Gaabara..” released so far
have received a huge
response. Youth audiences
are eagerly waiting to
watch “Couple Friendly”
on the big screen.

“Couple Friendly” is being released
in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana

by passionate producer and 
distributor Dheeraj Mogilineni;

Grand Release on Valentine’s Day
release, February 14

Worldwide Theatrical
Release on February 13th
The teaser of the upcoming
film Amaravathiki
Aahwanam was officially
launched in Hyderabad by
distinguished actor and
producer Murali Mohan
Garu, receiving an enthusi-
astic response from the film
fraternity. The movie is set
for a grand worldwide the-
atrical release on February
13th. Produced by K
Shankar Rao and R.
Venkateswara Rao under
the banner of Light House
Cine Magic, the film is pre-

sented by G. Rambabu
Yadav with production
supervision by veteran pro-
ducer Muppa Venkaiah
Chowdary. Directed by
GVK, the film features Siva
Kantamneni, Dhanya
Balakrishna, Esther,
Supritha, and Harish in
lead roles, supported by
senior actors Ashok
Kumar, Bhadram, Gemini
Suresh, and Nagendra
Prasad in pivotal roles. on
ths occation.. Ashok Kumar
Said: “I acted in this film at
the request of Producer
Venkateswara Rao, my

brother-in-law. Watching
the final output, I feel the
content is very strong.
Director GVK has crafted a
film that resonates with
audiences across all sec-
tions. Gemini Suresh Said:
“For the first time, I por-
trayed the role of a mad-
man. Family dramas,
entertainers, and horror
films always connect with
audiences, and I believe
our film will too. Producer
Prasanna Kumar Said:
“The teaser is impressive.
This film will certainly
entertain audiences. 

Teaser of "Amaravathiki Aahwanam"
Released by Veteran Actor &

Producer Murali Mohan Garu
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