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Cong to win Nizamabad Corporation, 7 municipalities: CM Revanth
Hyderabad / Nizamabad 
TSIT BUREAU: Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy on 
Thursday expressed confi-
dence that the Congress party 
would win the Nizamabad 
Municipal Corporation along 
with seven municipalities in 
the district in the upcoming 
civic elections. Addressing a 
large public meeting in 
Nizamabad, he said voters 
were ready to give a decisive 
mandate in favour of 
Congress.The Chief Minister 

said Nizamabad has a rich 
political and agricultural leg-
acy and has produced leaders 
with clean public records. He 

alleged that despite long years 
of BJP rule at the Centre and 
BRS governance in the State, 
major civic and infrastruc-

ture issues in the district 
remained unresolved. 

He questioned BJP MP 
Dharmapuri Arvind over the 
absence of key projects such 
as Smart City status, an air-
port, and an outer ring road.
Highlighting development ini-
tiatives, Revanth Reddy said 
Rs.600 crore had been sanc-
tioned for educational institu-
tions and about Rs.1,045 crore 
was being spent on municipal 
works in the undivided 
Nizamabad district. 

India Creates History: 

India defeat England, win 
sixth Under-19 World Cup

Harare (TSIT): Batting 
prodigy Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi lit up the 
grand stage with a jaw-
dropping 175 to power 
India to a record-extend-
ing sixth ICC Under-19 
World Cup title with a 
100-run victory over 
England in the final 
here on Friday.The tri-
umph adds to India’s 
previous titles in 2000, 
2008, 2012, 2018 and 2022, 
underlining their domi-
nance in the tourna-
ment’s history.

The 14-year-old 
Sooryavanshi blazed 
his way to a stunning 

175 off just 80 balls, 
recording the fastest 150 
in Under-19 cricket his-
tory, reaching the mile-
stone in 71 deliveries, as 
India piled up a daunt-
ing 411 for 9 after elect-
ing to bat.In response, 
England kept the 
required run rate with-
in sight for large parts 
of the chase but lost 
wickets at regular inter-
vals, which steadily 
derailed their pursuit.

They were eventually 
bowled out for 311 with 
Caleb Falconer scoring a 
66-ball 115.Sooryavanshi, 
who shot into the lime-

light during last year’s 
Indian Premier League, 
smashed 15 sixes and an 
equal number of bound-
aries, registering the 
highest individual score 
by any batter in an ICC 
tournament final.
Brief Scores:
India 411/9 in 50 overs 
(Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
175, Ayush Mahatre 53; 
James Minto 3/63, 
Sebastian Morgan 2/74).
England 311 all out in 
40.2 overs (Caleb 
Falconer 115, Ben 
Dawkins 66; RS Ambrish 
3/56, Deepesh 
Devendran 2/64)

Ghee made with bathroom cleaners 
used in Tirupati laddu, says CM Naidu
Amaravati (TSIT) : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, on Friday, claimed 
that Tirupati laddu was pre-
pared with ghee made with 
chemicals used for cleaning 
bathrooms during the previ-
ous YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) government's ten-
ure.He accused the YSRCP of 
trying to tarnish the sanctity 
of Sri Venkateswara Swamy 
Temple by adulterating the 
'prasadam' (offering).

"For five years, they 
(YSRCP) had made 'prasad-
am' with ghee prepared from 
chemicals. The ghee was 
made with chemicals used 
for cleaning bathrooms," the 
Chief Minister said. Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu was addressing a pub-
lic meeting at Yemmiganur 
in Kurnool district on the 
occasion of distribution of 
'your land -- your right' pat-
tadar passbooks among 
farmers. He said that YSRCP 
leader and former Chief 
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy is claiming that the 
Central Bureau of 
Investigation and Special 
Investigation Team gave 
them a clean chit but his own 

uncle Y.V. Subba Reddy, 
who served as the Chairman 
of Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanam (TTD), admit-
ted that adulteration did 
occur.The Chief Minister 
claimed that he tried to rec-
tify the situation after 
YSRCP desecrated the TTD 
with adulterated prasadam. 
He said that there is a signifi-
cant difference between the 
laddu offered in the past and 
the laddu offered now.

He also accused the 
YSRCP of engaging in a 
show of strength for political 
purposes instead of fighting 
for public issues.

A show of strength should 
be done during elections, 
Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu remarked. Referring 
to Jagan Mohan Reddy's 
recent visit to Guntur, 
Chandrababu Naidu said he 
caused inconvenience to 
motorists. "In the past, they 

ran over a person named 
Singayya under their con-
voy. In Bangarupalyam, 
they threw mangoes on the 
ground, trampled on them, 
and engaged in hooligan-
ism," the Chief Minister said, 
adding that he knows how to 
deal with this kind of poli-
tics.

He said the Telugu Desam 
Party-led coalition govern-
ment in Andhra Pradesh 
was providing pattadar pass-
books to farmers with all 
security features to prevent 
tampering of land records.
He made it clear that any 
anyone attempting to manip-
ulate the records will be sent 
to jail.He criticised his pre-
decessor Jagan Mohan 
Reddy for issuing passbooks 
with his photograph. "Who is 
he (Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy) 
to put his photos on the land 
inherited from our ances-
tors," the Chief Minister 
asked, and accused the 
YSRCP leader of spending Rs 
700 crore to put his pictures 
on land survey stones. Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu alleged that the 
YSRCP leaders tried to seize 
lands of farmers through 
fraudulent methods.

31 killed, 
169 injured 
in suicide 
attack in Pak

Islamabad (TSIT) A suicide 
bomber blew himself up at a 
Shia mosque during Friday 
prayers in Pakistan's capital, 
killing at least 31 people and 
injuring 169,  said officials, in 
one of the worst terror attacks 
targeting the community in 
recent years.The powerful 
explosion, which was heard 
from a far distance, took place 
at Khadijatul Kubra mosque-
cum-imambargah in the Tarlai 
area of Islamabad, the police 
said in a statement.The suicide 
bomber was stopped at the gate 
of the imambargah, but he det-
onated himself, police and eye-
witnesses said.At least 31 peo-
ple were killed and 169 others 
injured in the explosion, a dis-
trict administration spokes-
person said in a post on X.No 
group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the blast. 

RBI holds rates at 
5.25%, keeps neutral 
stance as inflation 
outlook improves

Mumbai (TSIT)  India’s central 
bank on Friday kept its key poli-
cy rate unchanged and main-
tained a neutral policy stance, 
citing easing inflation pressures, 
strong economic fundamentals, 
Reserve Bank of India Governor 
Sanjay Malhotra said after the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) meeting.

The Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) unanimously 
decided to hold the policy repo 
rate at 5.25% at the conclusion of 
its monetary policy review. All 
other policy rates were also left 
unchanged.Malhotra said,  
“Indian economy remains resil-
ient; Monetary policy will be guid-
ed by new inflation data based on 
revised series.” Malhotra added 
geopolitical tensions remain ele-
vated and global trade pressures 
are rising, but the Indian econo-
my continues to show resilience.
The RBI projected retail inflation 
at 3.2 percent in the fourth quarter 
of the current fiscal year and 2.1% 
for the full year. Inflation is 
expected to rise to 4.0% in the first 
quarter of FY27 and 4.2% in the 
second quarter, largely due to a 
sharp increase in gold and silver 
prices, the governor said.
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Hyderabad (TSIT): State IT 
and Industries Minister 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu on 
Friday said that compre-
hensive urban development 
in Telangana is possible 
only under the Congress 
government and called 
upon voters to give a deci-
sive mandate to Congress 
candidates in the upcoming 
municipal elections.

Addressing campaign 
meetings in Tandur, 
Vikarabad, and Chevella 
municipalities in the 
Chevella Lok Sabha constit-
uency, the Minister said the 
government led by Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
is committed to revitalising 
municipal corporations and 
towns that faced neglect in 
the past. He said civic infra-
structure and urban living 
standards are being 

improved through sys-
tematic planning and 
targeted investments.
Sridhar Babu stated that 
the government is bal-
ancing financial stabili-
ty with welfare and 
development commit-
ments, implementing its 

election promises in a 
phased and structured man-
ner with special focus on 
farmers, women, and youth.

Highlighting achieve-
ments, he said more than 
70,000 government jobs 
have been filled so far and 
appointment orders have 
been issued to candidates 
selected through Group 1, 
Group 2, Group 3, and 
Group 4 recruitments. He 
noted that these recruit-
ments will strengthen pub-
lic administration and ser-
vice delivery.He added that 
the State is focusing on 
skilling, re-skilling, and up-
skilling programmes to pre-
pare youth as an industry-
ready workforce aligned 
with current and future 
industrial needs, position-
ing Telangana as a model 
state across sectors.

Urban Development Possible Only Under 
Congress Government: Minister Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad (TSIT) : 
Online applications have 
been invited for issuance 
of journalist accredita-
tion cards for the 2026–28 
period under the 
Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations, according to 
Hyderabad District 
Collector and District 
Accreditation Committee 
C h a i r p e r s o n 
Harichandana Dasari.
In an official press note, 
the Collector said the 
validity of the current 
accreditation cards will 
expire on February 28. 
New accreditation cards 
will be issued to eligible 
journalists for the next 
two-year term (2026–
2028). Media manage-

ments have been 
instructed to submit the 
list of their journalists to 
the District Public 
Relations Officer 
(DPRO). Only the jour-
nalists whose names are 
forwarded by their 
respective media organi-
zations will be eligible to 
apply.

Online Applications Invited for Journalist 
Accreditation Cards for 2026–28

Hyderabad: The Women 
Safety Wing of Telangana 
Police has launched a 
new initiative titled 
“Women-Led Mobility 
Livelihoods Pilot 
Hyderabad” aimed at 
strengthening women’s 
economic empowerment 
while improving com-
muter safety through 
greater participation of 
women drivers in public 
mobility services.

According to an official 
press note, the pilot pro-
gramme focuses on creat-
ing sustainable livelihood 
opportunities for women, 
especially those from vul-

nerable communities, by 
training them in profes-
sional driving and link-
ing them to employment 
and self-employment 
opportunities in the 
mobility sector.The 
Women Safety Wing has 
entered into non-finan-
cial Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoUs) 
with Srinivasa Group of 
Companies, Bijjinde 
Private Limited, and 
Zippinella Private 
Limited to build a collab-
orative framework for 
driver training, employ-
ment linkage, and liveli-
hood facilitation.

Women Safety Wing Launches Women-Led 
Mobility Livelihoods Pilot in Hyderabad

Hanumakonda: Leaders of 
the Mudhiraj Employees 
and Professionals 
Association Telangana 
(Mudhiraj Employees and 
Professionals Association 
Telangana – MEPA) paid 
floral tributes to the por-
trait of Mani Mudhiraj and 
expressed solidarity with 
the bereaved family, reit-
erating that the associa-
tion will always stand by 
members of the communi-
ty in times of need.

Mani Mudhiraj, wife of 
MEPA State Honorary 
Advisor Puli Prabhakar 

Mudhiraj, recently passed 
away. On Thursday, 
MEPA leaders visited and 
consoled the family and 
offered respects by gar-
landing her portrait under 
the leadership of District 
President Puli Rajesh 
Mudiraj.Speaking on the 
occasion, MEPA Founding 
State President Puli 
Devender Mudiraj said the 
association remains com-
mitted to supporting com-
munity members regard-
less of their position or 
location and would extend 
help during difficult times.

MEPA Pays Floral Tributes to Mani Mudhiraj, 
Assures Support to Community Members
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Gaddar Film Awards to be held grandly 
on Ugadi: Bhatti Vikramarka

Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu 
on Friday said the upcom-
ing Gaddar Film Awards 

ceremony will be organ-
ised on Ugadi in a historic 
and unprecedented man-
ner, aiming to attract glob-
al attention to Hyderabad’s 

film industry.
He inaugurated the 

film screening pro-
gramme of the awards at 
Prasad Labs and said the 
People’s Government is 
committed to promoting 
socially responsible and 
people-oriented cinema 
in line with the ideals of 
revolutionary balladeer 
Gaddar. The awards, 
organised by the Film 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation (FDC), will 
be conducted on a scale 
“never seen before,” 
with full government 
support, he said.

Congress must win all 
26 wards for Sadasivpet 
development: Jaggareddy

Hyderabad (TSIT): TPCC 
Working President and 
senior Congress leader 
Jaggareddy on Friday 
called upon party leaders 
and workers to ensure the 
victory of Congress candi-
dates in all 26 municipal 
wards of Sadasivpet, stat-
ing that a clean sweep is 
essential to secure full-
scale development funds 
for the town.

Addressing a meeting of 
local Congress leaders, 
Jaggareddy said electoral 
victory is crucial in poli-
tics and urged party cadre 
to work in unity to deliver 
results. He said he would 
approach Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy to 
secure comprehensive 
development funds if 
Congress candidates win 
all wards.

Motha Rohith 
Strengthens Grassroots 

Outreach as Khairatabad 
DCC President

Hyderabad:Khairatabad 
District Congress Committee 
(DCC) President Motha 
Rohith has been actively 
strengthening grassroots 
party structure and expand-
ing public outreach across 
divisions in the constituency 
through continuous field 
engagement and community-
focused programmes.Over 
the past several weeks, Motha 
Rohith has been conducting 
review meetings with local 
party leaders, booth-level 
committees, and youth and 
women’s wings to improve 
coordination and responsive-
ness to public issues. Party 
workers say his focus has 
been on accessibility, quick 
grievance escalation, and 
connecting government wel-
fare initiatives with eligible 
beneficiaries.
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Ankuraarpana for SKVST 
Brahmotsavams on February 07

Tirupati (TSIT): The annual Brahmotsavams of Sri 
Kalyana Venkateswara Swamy temple at Srinivasa 
Mangapuram will commence with Ankurarpana on 
February 07 while the Brahmotsavams will be con-
ducted from February 08 to 16. Dhwajarohanam will be 
performed on February 08 between 8.15 am and 8.35 am 
in the auspicious Kumbha Lagnam, followed by daily 
Vahana Sevas in the morning and evening.  Vahana 
Sevas takes place between 8am  and 9am, again 
between 7pm to 8pm. TTD has completed all arrange-
ments for the Brahmotsavams, including decorations, 
drinking water, annaprasadam, medical, security, 
parking and queue facilities.  The Cultural pro-
grammes like bhajans, kolatams and Annamacharya 
Sankeertanas will be performed daily in front of the 
Vahana Sevas.

TTD EO releases  Sri Vedanarayana Swamy 
Temple Vimana and Ashtabandhana 

Mahasamprokshanam Posters

Tirupati: The TTD Executive Officer Sri M. 
Ravichandra, unveiled the posters related to Vimana 
and Ashtabandhana Mahasamprokshanam programs 
to be held from February 17th to 22nd at the Sri 
Vedavalli Sametha Vedanarayana Swamy Temple in 
Nagalapuram.  The event took place on Friday evening 
in the EO's chamber at the TTD administrative build-
ing in Tirupati. Speaking on the occasion, the EO 
requested devotees to participate in large numbers in 
the Rajagopuram and Ashtabandhana 
Mahasamprokshanam programs. As part of this, on 
February 17th, at 5:30 PM, Acharya Rutvik Varanam, 
Punyaham, Mrutsangraham, and Ankurarpana will 
be performed. On February 18th, in the morning, 
Ashtabandhana Samarpanam will be performed, and 
in the evening, Punyaham, Panchagni Pratishtha, 
Kumbha Vahanam, Aradhana, Homam, and Purnahuti 
will take place.  On February 19th, 
Panchagavyadhivasam and Nava Kalasha Snapanam 
will be conducted. On February 20th, in the morning, 
Kshirabdhi Vasam will be performed, and in the eve-
ning, Vedic programs will be held in the Yagashala. 
On February 21st, in the morning, Jaladhivasam will 
take place, and in the evening, Maha Shanti 
Tirumanjanam will be performed.   On February 22nd, 
the consecration of the Vimana Gopuram (temple 
tower) will be performed between 11 AM and 12noon, 
and the Maha Samprokshanam (grand consecration) 
of the main deities in the sanctum sanctorum between 
11:30 AM and 12:30 PM.  Afterwards the devotees will 
be allowed to have darshan of the presiding deity. In 
this booklet release, TTD Additional EO Sri Ch 
Venkaiah Chowdary, JEOs Sri V. Veerabrahmam and 
Dr. A. Sharath, Deputy EO Sri Govindarajan, Temple 
Superintendent Sri Dharmaiah, and other officials 
participated.

New Delhi: Union Minister of 
Coal and Mines G. Kishan 
Reddy on Thursday strongly 
criticised Telangana Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
over his remarks on making 
the 4 per cent Muslim reser-
vation permanent, accusing 
the Congress of pursuing 
religion-based appeasement 
politics at the cost of social 
justice.In a statement, 
Kishan Reddy said the 
Congress party’s approach 
validated Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s observa-
tion that the party had effec-
tively turned into a “Muslim 
League Congress.” 

He alleged that the 
Telangana Congress govern-
ment was attempting to insti-
tutionalise religious reserva-
tions by submitting docu-
ments to the Supreme Court, 
despite such quotas having 
been struck down twice ear-
lier by the High Court as 
unconstitutional.

The Union Minister 

claimed the Congress had a 
two-pronged agenda — 
retaining the 4 per cent 
Muslim reservation and add-
ing another 10 per cent by 
including Muslims under the 
backward classes category, 
effectively pushing reserva-
tions to 14 per cent on reli-
gious lines.

He further alleged that 
under the guise of a caste 
survey, the Congress govern-
ment inflated BC population 
figures and included 10 per 
cent Muslims in the BC list, 
thereby reducing the effec-
tive quota meant for genuine 
backward classes. Referring 
to the 2020 GHMC elections, 
Kishan Reddy said a majori-
ty of BC-reserved seats were 
won by non-BC candidates, 
undermining the purpose of 
reservations.Warning that 
the people of Telangana were 
closely watching these devel-
opments, he said the 
Congress would face elector-
al consequences for betray-
ing the principles of constitu-
tional equality and social 
justice.

Kishan Reddy slams CM Revanth over 
religion-based reservations

Hyderabad, 06 February, 
2026: Medicover Hospitals 
has successfully treated a 
43-year-old woman who 
had been living with severe 
back pain and continuous 
discharge for over 35 years, 
in a rare and high-risk sur-
gical intervention.

The patient had under-
gone multiple surgeries 
nearly 30 years ago outside 
India for a swelling in the 
lower back, with no medi-
cal documentation avail-
able. Despite these proce-
dures, her symptoms per-
sisted for decades, signifi-
cantly affecting her quality 
of life.

After presenting to 
Medicover Hospitals, the 
patient was evaluated by 
Dr Venkata Pavan Kumar, 
Senior Surgeon. Advanced 
CT imaging revealed a 
large sacral (tailbone) 
tumor involving the spinal 
cord and rectum, a rare 
presentation associated 
with a high risk of neuro-
logical injury and bowel 
complications. Sacral 
tumors account for less 
than 5% of all spinal 
tumors, making such cases 
uncommon and technical-
ly demanding.

Given the complexity, a 
multidisciplinary surgical 

approach was planned and 
executed. The team includ-
ed Dr Aneel Kumar, 
Neurosurgeon; Dr 
Damodar Kakumanu, 
Trauma Surgeon; Dr 
Rajasekhar Madala, 
Plastic Surgeon; and Dr 
Venugopal N, Chief 
Anaesthesiologist.

The high-risk surgery 
lasted nearly six hours and 
required meticulous coor-
dination across specialties. 
The surgical team success-
fully removed a large tail-
bone tumor measuring 
approximately 15 cm × 20 
cm, carefully separating it 
from the spinal cord and 
rectum. Following tumor 
excision, advanced flap 
reconstruction was per-
formed to manage the 
extensive defect and 

ensure proper wound heal-
ing.Despite the prolonged 
duration and high-risk 
nature of the procedure, 
the surgery was completed 
without neurological defi-
cits. The patient’s postop-
erative recovery was 
smooth, and on follow-up, 
she is pain-free, free from 
discharge, and has 
returned to normal daily 
activities—bringing an 
end to decades of chronic 
suffering.

Doctors at Medicover 
Hospitals stated that the 
success of this case high-
lights the importance of 
early specialist evaluation, 
advanced imaging, and 
coordinated multidisci-
plinary care in managing 
rare and long-standing spi-
nal conditions.

35 Years of Pain Ends with Rare High-Risk 
Surgery at Medicover Hospitals

Hyderabad: Mangalya 
Shopping Mall, a leading 
textile retail brand that 
began its journey in 
Warangal in 2012, has 
grandly inaugurated its 
28th branch at 
Karmanghat in 
Hyderabad. The new out-
let marks another mile-
stone in the mall’s rapid 
expansion across 
Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Karnataka.

The inauguration cere-
mony was attended by 
popular film actress 
Sreeleela as the chief 
guest. She formally inau-
gurated the mall by light-
ing the lamp and later 
toured various sections, 
interacting with staff and 
reviewing the collections. 

A festive atmosphere pre-
vailed at the venue as large 
numbers of fans and cus-
tomers gathered from 
early morning.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sreeleela expressed 
confidence that the 
Karmanghat branch 
would receive strong pub-
lic support and grow suc-
cessfully with the bless-
ings of local residents. LB 
Nagar MLA Sudheer 
Reddy congratulated the 
management and said the 
new mall would create 
employment opportunities 
for youth in the area.

Mangalya Shopping 
Mall Directors Pulluru 
Narasimha Murthy, 
Kasam Namashivaya, 
Kasam Mallikarjuna, 

Kasam Kedarinath, 
Kasam Shivaprasad, and 
Pulluru Arun Kumar said 
the brand’s success lies in 
offering high-quality cloth-
ing for all segments at 
affordable prices. They 
highlighted the mall’s in-
house handloom designs 
tailored to modern fashion 
trends.

The mall offers a wide 
range of collections for 
men, women, children, 
and youth, along with 
exclusive wedding and fes-
tive wear. With prices 
ranging from Rs.99 to Rs.1 
lakh, the management 
said Mangalya continues 
to grow as a trusted family 
shopping destination and 
plans further expansion 
across South India.

Mangalya Shopping Mall opens 
28th branch at Karmanghat

RANGAREDDY : State 
Minister for Medical and 
Health Damodar 
Rajanarsimha on Friday 
said the Congress party’s 
development record over 
the past two years will 
ensure its victory in the 
municipal elections. He 
came to Shadnagar to par-
ticipate in the municipal 
election campaign in sup-
port of Congress candi-
dates and later addressed 
a media conference along 
with MLA Veerlapalli 
Shankar and former MLA 
Choulapalli Pratap Reddy.

The Minister expressed 
confidence that Congress 
would secure 75 to 80 per 
cent of the seats across the 
State. He said the Congress 
government has imple-
mented several welfare 
and development pro-
grammes after coming to 
power, bringing signifi-
cant changes in health-
care, education and 
women empowerment. He 
highlighted initiatives 
such as free bus travel, the 

Gruha Lakshmi scheme, 
expansion of educational 
institutions in backward 
regions like the erstwhile 
Palamuru district, issu-
ance of ration cards and 
job appointments. He 
added that Congress is 
receiving a positive 
response from the public 
in every municipal ward.

Damodar Rajanarsimha 
said the government is 
actively engaging with 
people during the cam-
paign, listening to their 
problems and working 
towards solutions, with all 
policies focused on the 

welfare of common citi-
zens.

The Minister said the 
State government is carry-
ing out major reforms in 
the healthcare sector to 
ensure accessible treat-
ment for all. He stated that 
district hospitals are being 
modernised so patients 
need not travel to 
Hyderabad for advanced 
care. Mahabubnagar 
Government Hospital is 
being developed as a 
regional medical hub with 
facilities such as eye care 
centres, dialysis units and 
Uma Care Centres.

Progress Is Ours, Victory Will Be Ours: 
Congress Confident of Municipal Poll Win

Do not turn Sadashivpet into another 
Old City: Raghunandan Rao

Sangareddy, February 6 
(TSIT): BJP MP 
Raghunandan Rao on 
Friday warned that 
Sadashivpet should not be 
turned into another “Old 
City” and expressed confi-
dence that the BJP would 
emerge victorious in the 
upcoming municipal elec-
tions. Addressing a public 
meeting at Gandhi Chowk 
as part of the BJP election 
campaign, he asserted that 
the BJP flag would fly in 
two municipalities and 
accused the ruling MLAs 
of failing to deliver devel-
opment despite being in 
power.

Raghunandan Rao said 
that under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, the country was wit-
nessing progress across 
sectors, while Sadashivpet 
had remained stagnant for 
years. He questioned the 

credibility of election-time 
promises, asking why rul-
ing parties remembered 
the poor only during polls. 
Highlighting women’s 
empowerment, he said the 
credit for 33 per cent reser-
vation for women belonged 
to Prime Minister Modi 
and described it as a his-
toric step. He announced 
that Rs.544 crore in central 
funds had been sanctioned 
for municipal develop-
ment, including Rs.100 
crore specifically for 
Sadashivpet.

Launching a sharp 
attack on Congress and 

BRS, the MP alleged that 
Sadashivpet’s condition in 
2026 was no different from 
2006, with no stadiums, 
parks, ring road, or proper 
drainage facilities. He 
claimed that promises 
related to housing, farm 
loan waivers, and jobs 
remained unfulfilled 
under both regimes.

Stating that the BJP 
believed only in develop-
ment-oriented politics and 
not appeasement, he urged 
voters to choose leader-
ship that would work con-
sistently after elections, 
not just make promises.

WARANGAL:  The Women 
Empowerment Cell for 
Women of KITSW poster 
launch for AY 2025-2026 by 
the chief guest  Swapna 
Sriramula, Counselling 
Psychologist & Behavioral 
Skills Trainer in association 
with  Principal Prof. K. 
Ashoka Reddy, Dean 
Academic affairs,  Prof. K. 
Venu Madhav and executive 
members of Women 
Empowerment Cell. The 
Women Empowerment Cell 
for Women of Kakatiya 
Institute of Technology & 
Science Warangal (KITSW) 
organized a poster launch for 
AY 2025-2026 and awareness 
program "Strong Minds 
Strong Women" in the college 
campus on Friday (06-02-2026) 
told by the Principal Prof. K. 

Ashoka Reddy.  The pro-
gramme created awareness 
on women empowerment and 
mental health, highlighting 
the institution’s commitment 
to the holistic development of 
women students.  It is a plat-
form nurturing leadership 
skills, emotional balance and 
decision making. The theme 
of the event perfectly reflect-
ed that spirit of the student 
community.

 On this occasion the chief 
Guest, Swapna Sriramula, 
Counselling Psychologist and 
Behavioral Skills Trainer, 
and Director of Parikshkara 
Counselling and Guidance 
Center highlighted that 
strength, resilience, self con-
fidence and leadership quali-
ties among the women with 
practical examples.

KITS Warangal Organized 
"Awareness Programme on "Strong 

Minds -Strong Women"

Karimnagar, February 6 
(TSIT): Vivekananda 
(Residential CBSE) School, 
Jagityala Road, celebrated its 
43rd anniversary with grand 
festivities under the banner 
“Avishkar,” reflecting the 
blend of creativity, patrio-
tism, and holistic education.
The programme was inaugu-
rated by chief guest Dr. 
Raghuraman with a ceremo-
nial lamp lighting, prayer 
song, and sapling plantation. 
Chairman Dr. Sudhakar Rao 
Polsani, Secretary Ramadevi 
Polsani, Academic Director 
Dr. T. Lalita Kumari, and 
other dignitaries addressed 
the gathering, delivering 

inspiring messages on the 
importance of value-based 
education beyond textbooks. 
Speaking on the occasion, the 
speakers emphasised that 
such celebrations nurture 
self-confidence, leadership 
qualities, and social aware-

ness among students. 
Cultural performances by 
students, including skits, 
dances, and songs, highlight-
ed themes of patriotism, 
Indian festivals, national 
symbols, and India’s achieve-
ments. 

Vivekananda School’s “Avishkar” 
showcases creativity and patriotism

Pawan Kalyan urges people to be 
‘conscious guardians of Dharma’

Amaravati, Feb 6 : Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan on 
Friday called upon people to 
act as conscious guardians of 
dharma. In the wake of the 
controversy over alleged 
adulteration of ghee used for 
making sacred Tirupati 
laddu, the Jana Sena leader 
reminded Hindus of their 
dharmic responsibility.

“Every devotee carries a 
Dharmic responsibility! Let 
us come out of the slumber 
and convenience of an aver-
age Hindu mind, where there 
is a fear of God and respect for 
faith.

"However, when someone 
desecrates Hindu Gods or 
mocks our Dharma, we often 
feel hurt in private, leave it to 
karma, and move on. This 
must change,” Pawan Kalyan 
said in a post on ‘X’.“Though 
we may be divided by caste, 
creed, region, and language, 
the Dharma is one and the 
gods remain the same. It is 
indeed our duty to voice our 
pain when our Dharma and 

faith are deliberately mocked 
with malicious intent. Silence 
in such moments weakens 
the collective conscience,” he 
said.

“Beyond being devotees, we 
must also act as conscious 
guardians of our faith. 
Protecting Hindu Dharma 
does not mean being against 
other faiths. It simply means 
safeguarding one’s own,” 
added the actor-politician. He 
used the hashtags ‘no ghee in 
TTD laddu’ and ‘Sanatana 
Dharma Raksha Board’. 
Pawan Kalyan along with 
Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, state 
BJP president PVN Madhav 
and several ministers had 

addressed a joint press confer-
ence on Thursday. They 
denied that the CBI's SIT gave 
the previous Andhra govern-
ment the clean chit in the 
Tirupati laddu adulteration 
case and accused it of commit-
ting a grave sin. The Jana 
Sena leader quoted CBI as stat-
ing that substance used for 
making laddus is not prepared 
from milk fat. He claimed that 
no ghee was used and that the 
substance used was made 
from chemicals.Chief 
Minister Chandrababu Naidu 
on Friday claimed that the 
Tirupati laddu was prepared 
with ghee made with chemi-
cals used for cleaning bath-
rooms. He accused the YSRCP 
of trying to tarnish the sanc-
tity of Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy by adulterating the 
prasadam (offering).“For five 
years, they had made prasad-
am with ghee prepared from 
chemicals. The ghee was 
made with chemicals used for 
cleaning bathrooms,” he said 
at a public meeting in 
Kurnool district.
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Hyderabad : India’s first dedicated consumer 
research conference, Ignite 2026, was held at 
T-Hub, Hyderabad, bringing together experts 
and practitioners in consumer-centric design 
and research to advance human-centered inno-
vation in the country.Jayesh Ranjan, Special 
Chief Secretary for Tourism, Culture & Sports, 
Government of Telangana, attended the confer-
ence as the chief guest. Addressing the gather-
ing, he stressed the importance of consumer 
and citizen-focused research in shaping policy, 
services, and innovation. He invited the 
research and design community to contribute 
ideas and practical solutions toward the 
Telangana Rising 2047 vision.The conference 

saw participation from over 120 delegates, 
including researchers, designers, entrepre-
neurs, students, and business leaders. Speakers 
from industry and academia shared insights 
on citizen-centric governance, empathy-driven 
urban planning, and the growing role of tech-
nology in consumer and behavioral research.

Ignite 2026: India’s First Consumer Research 
Conference Held at T-Hub
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Nalgonda Roads & 
Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy on Friday led 
extensive campaign road-
shows across several divi-
sions of the Nalgonda 
Municipal Corporation, 
urging voters to deliver a 
decisive mandate to 
Congress candidates in 
the upcoming civic elec-
tions.Campaigning in 
Divisions 4 and 5, he 
appealed to voters to 
ensure the victory of 
Congress candidates 
Bogari Vaishnavi and 
Punna Gnaneshwari 
Ganesh with a large 
majority. He assured resi-
dents that all-round devel-
opment of the colonies 
would be taken up on pri-
ority under Congress rep-
resentation and said pend-

ing civic works would be 
completed in a time-bound 
manner.

The Minister said that 
with Nalgonda upgraded 
to a Municipal 
Corporation, efforts are 
underway to mobilize 
funds from both State and 
Central governments to 
strengthen civic infra-
structure.Criticizing the 

previous BRS govern-
ment, he alleged that 
development was limited 
and benefits did not reach 
the wider public, while 
the present Congress gov-
ernment has been imple-
menting welfare and 
development programmes 
across Telangana.
Referring to the earlier 
proposal to set up an 

Industrial Park at 
Kesrajupally, he said the 
plan was dropped in view 
of local residents’ con-
cerns, stressing that pub-
lic interest remains the 
government’s priority.

Komatireddy also cam-
paigned in Division 20 in 
support of candidate Alli 
Subhash Yadav and in 
Division 42 for Pabbu 
Saishree Sandeep Goud. 
He said integrated devel-
opment of Nalgonda is 
possible only under 
Congress leadership and 
promised lasting solu-
tions for roads, drainage, 
sanitation, and drinking 
water issues.He called 
upon voters to support 
Congress candidates and 
vote for the hand symbol 
to ensure faster develop-
ment and transparent 
governance.

Komatireddy Leads Roadshows, Seeks Massive Mandate for 
Congress in Nalgonda Civic Polls

Hyderabad: The 
Telangana Institute of 
Medical Sciences (TIMS), 
Sanathnagar, is being 
readied for inauguration 
in March, with officials 
setting February 28 as the 
deadline to complete all 
pending civil and infra-
structure works.

Acting on the directions 
of the Chief Minister and 
the Roads & Buildings 
Minister, the Special 
Chief Secretary, 
Transport, Roads & 
Buildings Department, 
Vikas Raj conducted a 
detailed inspection of the 
facility on Friday to 
review preparedness and 
accelerate final-stage 
works.

Accompanied by the 
Director of Medical 
Education, officials from 
TGMSIDC and MHIDC, 
R&B engineers, and repre-
sentatives of EPC contrac-
tor Mega Engineering and 
Infrastructure Limited 
(MEIL), the inspection 
covered all major sections 

including emergency 
wards, operation theatres, 
ICUs, and the Central 
Sterile Services 
Department (CSSD).

Officials directed that 
all balance works be com-
pleted within the dead-
line, including installa-
tion of 200 oxygen lines, 65 
nursing stations, registra-
tion counters, and an RO 
plant for the emergency 
block. Trial runs of key 
systems and equipment 

are already underway.
MHIDC was instructed 

to finish support infra-
structure such as laundry 
systems, curtains, ICU 
and emergency bed rail-
ings, and hospital-wide 
signage by month-end. 
While the EPC contractor 
has completed installa-
tion of equipment under 
its scope, procurement of 
about 540 additional medi-
cal and allied equipment 
items is in progress.

TIMS Sanathnagar Set for March Inauguration 
Feb 28 Deadline for Completion of Works

Hyderabad: State 
Women’s Corporation 
Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani participated 
in the municipal election 
campaign in Aleru town, 
extending support to 
Congress-backed candi-
dates contesting from 
multiple wards.

She took part in cam-
paign activities for Ward 
7 candidate Bijana 
B a l a m a n i – B h a s k a r , 
Ward 5 candidate 
Chintakindi Murali, and 
Ward 8 candidate Pamu 
Anitha. During her out-

reach, she met local resi-
dents and appealed to vot-

ers to support the 
Congress-backed nomi-

nees for strengthened 
civic development.

Addressing gatherings 
during the campaign, she 
highlighted the welfare 
and development initia-
tives being implemented 
under the Congress-led 
state government and 
urged voters to elect can-
didates who would work 
closely with the govern-
ment to resolve local civic 
issues.Local party leaders 
and workers accompa-
nied her during the cam-
paign programmes across 
the wards.

Bandru Shobharani Campaigns for 
Congress-Backed Candidates 



6HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026                  

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Edit
HYDERABAD

saturday february 7, 2026

One often hears of an MP's "precipitous drop" in political fortunes, but I hadn't expected to
illustrate the metaphor so physically on the steps of Parliament on Wednesday. Having
spent decades navigating the slippery slopes of policy and the treacherous inclines of
debate, it was, quite ironically, a simple marble step that proved to be my undoing.  One
has often been warned about the dangers of "shooting oneself in the foot" in the political
arena, but I have managed the far more literal, if slightly less dignified, feat of tripping
over it. It was a singular, unassuming step outside the House that finally brought me low -
in full view, mortifyingly, of the television cameras.   
One often hears of an MP's "precipitous drop" in political fortunes, but I hadn't expected to
illustrate the metaphor so physically on the steps of Parliament on Wednesday. Having
spent decades navigating the slippery slopes of policy and the treacherous inclines of
debate, it was, quite ironically, a simple marble step that proved to be my undoing.  One
has often been warned about the dangers of "shooting oneself in the foot" in the political
arena, but I have managed the far more literal, if slightly less dignified, feat of tripping
over it. It was a singular, unassuming step outside the House that finally brought me low -
in full view, mortifyingly, of the television cameras.  

Advertisement - Scroll to continue
My initial reaction was to make light of it, quote-tweeting a video-post of the incident with
a Hindi couplet: "Jis diye ko toofaan me jalna hoga, usey sambhal sambhal ke chalna hoga"
("a lamp that must stay lit in a storm must watch its step"), and adding, "I am okay." Except
that, as I found out when I got an X-ray done the next morning, I wasn't. 

A "Bottom-Up" View
I had initially hoped my tweet - invoking that resilient lamp braving the storm - would be
the final word on the matter. Alas, the medical profession has a way of grounding one's
poetic flights of fancy. An X-ray, that most uncompromising of critics, has revealed a hair-
line fracture. Consequently, I have been "sentenced" to a month of immobilisation, a regi-
men of anti-inflammatories that should ideally temper the rhetoric of some other politi-
cians, and an Air Cast on my right foot that is significantly less aerodynamic than its name
suggests. This bulky contraption, coupled with a stern medical admonition against peram-
bulation, has effectively "grounded" me in a way my political opponents never quite man-
aged. I now find myself navigating the corridors of power from the vantage point of a
wheelchair, a transition that brings with it a certain rueful perspective. There is, I've dis-
covered, a profound humility in being eye-level with the waistbands of one's colleagues; it
gives one a literal "bottom-up" view of Indian democracy that is as enlightening as it is
humbling.  I have become, quite overnight, a man of "wheel-power" rather than willpower,
though I suspect the pace of my progress through the Makar Dwar and into the Lok Sabha
chamber will now be measured in rotations rather than strides. While I have long advocat-
ed for "moving the needle" in Parliament, I didn't anticipate doing so on four wheels. Of
course, it is salutary for anyone with delusions of grandeur to be confined to the View from
Below. One notices quickly that the world looks quite different when you are eye-level with
the gun holsters of the security guards.

"If The Lamp Must Watch Its Step..."
Despite this involuntary shift to a more sedentary existence, I have no intention of letting a
mere hairline fracture impede the business of the people. While my gait has been forcibly
slowed, my resolve remains unfractured. I fully intend to chair my Committee meetings
with the same commitment (though perhaps less pacing), deliver my speeches from a seat-
ed position - a posture that, I am told, lent the legendary FDR a certain gravitas - and be
steered through Parliament with the navigational precision of a slow-moving tugboat.
There is a certain rueful irony in being silenced by a stair after surviving so many scuf-
fles at the dispatch box. However, I am embracing this temporary "static" phase of my
career. If the lamp must watch its step, it might as well do so while enjoying the comfort
of a padded footrest. I shall simply have to ensure that my rhetoric remains more bal-
anced than my gait.

The India-US trade deal comes at a
critical moment not only for bilater-
al relations, but amid a broader
churn in the global political econo-
my. While the fine print of the agree-
ment is yet to emerge, the initial
impression suggests that India may
not have conceded significant
ground. Crucially, the deal arrives
at a time when preventing disrup-
tion to sectors asymmetrically
dependent on the US market was
essential, thereby averting a poten-
tial hard landing for the Indian
economy. At one level, the agree-
ment in principle is symbolic of the
underlying trust that managed to
endure a period of pronounced polit-
ical turbulence in the relationship.
At another, it reflects a calculated
jostling between two large
economies seeking to safeguard
their respective domestic interests
and geoeconomic positioning. The
deal marks the end of a phase in
which two decades of steady invest-
ment in trust-building gave way to a
period of strain. More critically, this
phase had pushed questions of
geopolitics, regional balancing in
the Indo-Pacific, and perhaps most
importantly, strategic trust to the
back burner. In that sense, the
agreement was much needed to
restore momentum at a time when
global conflicts are intensifying, and
protectionism is once again on the
rise. Nothing Is To Be Taken For
Granted One of the most important
lessons from the past six months of
intense negotiations and strain with
the United States is that, for India,
nothing in geopolitics can be taken
for granted. Every nation must con-
tinuously curate and defend its own
interests. It is, however, unfortu-
nate that a protectionist America
seems to be closing the gate on long-
standing conversations around
open economies and free trade.
When the world's largest economy
adopts the kind of tariff-centric
behaviour that the United States has
recently displayed, the effects ripple
across the global system, impacting
emerging and consequential
economies most acutely. Donald
Trump's approach to negotiations,
his transactional tactics, and his dis-
regard for normative and institu-
tional frameworks offer a stark les-
son for the world. For India, the
experience of the last six months

should be particularly instructive in
hindsight. The India-US relation-
ship had, until recently, been
anchored in strong political ties
between two democracies, a deep
diaspora connection, technology
transfer, a robust defence partner-
ship, and a growing great-power res-
onance - an alignment that took
clearer shape since the George W.
Bush administration, if not earlier.
Subsequent administrations of
Clinton, Obama, Trump in his first
term, and Biden expended consider-
able political capital in nurturing
the relationship. Business and
investment flows followed, further
consolidating the partnership.
Trump's first presidency, while
widely viewed as an aberration
from textbook governance, never-
theless offered early signals of dis-
ruption for India, most notably its
removal from the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP). His
policy reversals on climate and glob-
al governance now appear less
anomalous and more symptomatic
of a deeper rupture that fully unfold-
ed in his second term. Yet, despite
these disruptions, Trump's first
term was not overtly antagonistic
toward India and largely aligned
with Indian interests globally and in
the Indo-Pacific. His second term,

however, proved to be the prover-
bial eye of the storm. New Realities
For India, the recent economic
jostling with the United States has
come at a glass-half-full moment.
While global conflicts such as in
Ukraine and Gaza provide some
context for Trump's assertive behav-
iour, India's own rapid economic
ascent has also altered power
dynamics, not only with the United
States but with other major powers
as well. India's economic and geopo-
litical categorisation is shifting rap-
idly, driven by robust growth projec-
tions that place it among the fastest-
growing large economies. As India
climbs the power ladder, friction
with established powers is
inevitable, bringing new realities
into a relationship that previously
operated on different assumptions.
The past six months have thus
served as a meaningful stress test for
the India-US relationship. They
reveal not only that India is now
viewed differently by major powers,
but also that tactical geoeconomics,
which is a Trumpian forte, cannot
rest on trust alone. It requires the
scaffolding of contingencies forged
through moments of tension. Going
forward, the India-US relationship is
likely to be viewed through two dis-
tinct lenses: pre-Trump and post-

Trump. Not everything about this
transition is necessarily negative.
While the new realities may be
uncomfortable for some in India, a
pragmatic assessment suggests that
the ground has shifted. One such
reality is the imposition of an 18%
tariff on Indian exports to the United
States. Although these tariffs are not
India-specific and in fact leave India
among the least-tariffed economies
in the Indo-Pacific, they nonetheless
represent a structural change in the
bilateral relationship. It is difficult to
imagine a future US president with
the political will or domestic support
to fully reverse this new baseline.
India and the United States will now
have to move forward within this
altered framework. The political
agreement on the trade deal provides
the necessary comfort on either side
that was needed to assuage the
domestic tensions in both countries,
which are connected by a strong
diaspora. The agreement could also
help guide the domestic narrative,
particularly in the United States,
where nativist churn in the political
discourse targeted at Indians from
the American hard right may be
chipping away at the foundations of
the India-US relationship. The actual
challenge now lies in implementing
the promise of the trade deal.

Pakistan's geoeconomic ambitions find
themselves in an anticipated predica-
ment amid the resurgence of violence in
the restive province of Balochistan. The
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) on
January 31 launched the second phase of
its 'Operation Herof', targeting over ten
districts across the province. While con-
flicting casualty reports have emerged,
local reports state the involvement of
suicide bombers, including female fight-
ers in the operation. In retaliation, the
Pakistani security forces launched a
counter-militancy operation and report-
ed the killing of over 150 BLA-linked mil-
itants in the aftermath of the violence.
During the operation, the authorities
reportedly suspended mobile services in
several districts, including the provin-
cial capital of Quetta, and Mastung,
Kalat, Khuzdar, Nushki, Dalbandin, and
Kharan. Military measures have often
accompanied communication blackouts
as part of the state's response to security
challenges in Balochistan. However, the
Pakistani state framed the insurgency
as externally driven, designating BLA
militants as 'Fitna-al-Hindustan' to
allege Indian involvement. Within
hours of the incident, Pakistan's Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi in a statement
said, "These were not normal terrorists.
India is behind these attacks. I can tell
you for sure that India planned these
attacks along with these terrorists." The
Pakistani authorities have previously
also accused Afghanistan and Iran's role
in the Baloch militancy theater. While
Baloch militants are known to operate
out of southern Afghanistan and south-
eastern Iran, Pakistan's accusations of
state involvement continue to lack cred-
ibility or independently verifiable evi-
dence. The Nushki Gateway During the
operation, the BLA held control over
Nushki, therefore highlighting the dis-
trict as a critical flashpoint between the
militants and Pakistani security forces.
Strategic control over the territory of
Nushki enables militants to sever the
land link between the provincial capital,
Quetta, and the western part of the
province. More significantly, Nushki
serves as the entry point to Chagai dis-
trict, known to be the heart of Pakistan's
mineral capital. Home to the Reko Diq

gold and copper mines as well as the
Saindak copper-gold project, Nushki
holds considerable significance for
Pakistan's currently expanding geoeco-
nomic calculus. By maintaining a pres-
ence in the region, BLA has gestured
with intention and capacity to disrupt
the logistics of upcoming mining proj-
ects, which they have historically por-
trayed as 'colonial extraction' by the fed-
eral government. The focus on Nushki
reflects the insurgents' strategy to
exploit geographic bottlenecks and
paralyse state-led economic corridors
and extractive projects. Foreign
investors must be closely monitoring
the existing security faultlines in
Pakistan's restive provinces. Weeks
after Pakistan's Army Chief, Field
Marshal Asim Munir, showcased a
briefcase of mineral samples in the pres-
ence of Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at the White House in
September 2025, Washington signalled
interest in Pakistan's purportedly
untapped mineral resources. Billions
Invested In December 2025, the US
Export-Import Bank approved USD 1.25
billion in financing for the Reko Diq cop-
per-gold mining project, with US
President Donald Trump publicly
expressing business interest in
Pakistan. In the following days, the 7th
China-Pakistan foreign ministers'
Strategic Dialogue's joint statement

announced the prioritisation of the min-
ing sector on January 4. Meanwhile,
Pakistan's Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik held a
meeting on January 28 with the
Australian High Commissioner to dis-
cuss bilateral cooperation in the mining
and rare earth sectors. While analysts
have been tempted to frame the narra-
tive around Pakistan's mineral wealth
as a US-China competition, the domestic
security challenges warrant foremost
attention. For foreign investors, it is
expected to remain an irritant, also con-
sidering that Pakistan's internal securi-
ty resources already remain stretched
thin. Alongside separatist violence in
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
remains a conflict zone with the contin-
ued operations of Islamist factions, most
prominently the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). In the Balochistan
insurgency, the reported involvement of
female fighters in active combat opera-
tions underscores the current character
of the insurgency. This marks a big shift
from the auxiliary roles Baloch women
have historically played in the insur-
gency, thereby suggesting an expansion
of the recruitment pool and psychologi-
cal impact of the conflict. Ambition vs
Capacity The sustenance of this conflict
presents a challenge for large-scale
extractive and connectivity projects for
all foreign investors.

Trust Tested: What The India-
US Trade Deal Really Signals

Why Foreign Investors Are Growing Worried
About Their 'Minerals' Bets In Pakistan

The growing US military
presence in the Gulf signals
a potential military opera-
tion targeting Iran. While
the objectives remain
unclear, any use of military
force would come with dis-
tinct constraints for the
Trump administration. The
Trump administration
faces two broad military
options with differing objec-
tives and limitations. The
first is a limited air opera-
tion aimed at the destruc-
tion of the Iranian leader-
ship and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) and/or destroying
the country's nuclear-
enriched stockpiles. The
second option involves a
sustained campaign aimed
at ensuring that the current
Iranian regime and its
nuclear programme are
eradicated from their roots
and are replaced by a sys-
tem that is acceptable to the
United States and its region-
al allies. For the adminis-
tration, the first option has
several external, long-term
constraints despite being a
comfortable immediate one.
The second option might
have greater domestic,
immediate constraints, but
might be safer for attaining
the desired outcome in the
long term. Limited Strike
This option carries the
fewest immediate con-
straints. It also appears the
most likely outcome given
the current US military pos-
ture, which has limited
ground offensive capability
but strong air and maritime
capability.  Without a sus-
tained on-ground troop
deployment, such an opera-
tion would not require prior
Congressional backing. It
would also limit risks to US

personnel and assets. A lim-
ited strike would receive
support from partners such
as Israel, as was seen dur-
ing the June 2025 strikes.
The United Kingdom is also
likely to play a defensive
role focused on asset protec-
tion. The primary con-
straints under this option
emerge in the post-conflict
phase. Israel, the central US
partner in this scenario,
seeks a permanent end to
the Iranian threat. This
would require the removal
of the current regime, its
replacement with a pro-
Western system, and the
destruction of Iran's
nuclear stockpile. As
demonstrated during the
June 2025 confrontation,
limited strikes alone do not
guarantee the desired out-
comes. The destruction of
nuclear stockpiles without
a regime change is likely to
provoke strong Iranian
retaliation in the short

term. Over the longer term,
Iran would attempt to re-
establish its nuclear pro-
gramme. This, in turn,
would stall negotiations
between Iran and the West
for the foreseeable future,
while sanctions remain in
place. Iran would be left
more distrustful of the
West, allowing greater
leverage for China and
Russia. If regime change
were to follow the destruc-
tion of the IRGC, the admin-
istration would face the
challenge of managing the
resulting power vacuum.
Wider instability within
Iran and the surrounding
region would become likely.
On-ground troop deploy-
ment remains the only effec-
tive means of ensuring post-
regime change stability and
the establishment of civil-
ian governance. However,
this option is constrained by
political and coalition lim-
its. Limits To A Sustained

Campaign If Trump were to
launch a sustained ground
campaign in Iran, he would
face significant resistance
from Congress and from
allied partners. These con-
straints would narrow oper-
ational flexibility and
increase pressure to bring
the campaign to a rapid con-
clusion. There is bipartisan
consensus within Congress
against sustained military
intervention in Iran. This
opposition is driven by fears
of prolonged foreign entan-
glement and the risk of
regional escalation. At the
same time, Congress has
expressed concern over
deteriorating human rights
conditions within Iran. The
members have repeatedly
expressed growing concerns
about the misuse of presi-
dential authority to deploy
force that is largely derived
from Authorization for Use
of Military Force (AUMF)
provisions.

There Are Two Big Problems Trump May
Run Into If He Actually Attacks Iran

editorial
THE DESCENT OF

MAN (AND MP) - BY
SHASHI THAROOR



7HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026                  

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Telangana

GITAM scholar G. Rambabu 
awarded Ph.D. in Pharmacy
Hyderabad: GITAM Deemed 
to be University has 
announced the award of the 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 
in Pharmacy to Dr. Rambabu 
Guguloth for his research 
titled “Design and Synthesis 
of Azaheterocycle-
Containing Pharmacophores 
as Putative Anticancer and 
Antimicrobial Agents.”

Dr. Rambabu conducted 
his doctoral research under 
the guidance of Prof. G. Shiva 
Kumar, Principal, School of 
Pharmacy, GITAM 
Hyderabad. His research 
focuses on the design and 
synthesis of novel microtu-
bule-targeting agents that 
inhibit the colchicine-bind-
ing site on tubulin, a promis-
ing approach to overcoming 
drug resistance and reducing 
toxicity associated with exist-
ing anticancer therapies.

The study involved the 
development and biological 
evaluation of innovative pyr-
rolidinyl benzylamine deriv-
atives inspired by natural 
pharmacophores. These com-
pounds show potential to 
enhance anticancer efficacy 

and improve pharmacologi-
cal performance, contribut-
ing to the identification of 
new lead molecules for can-
cer treatment.

The research is expected to 
make a significant contribu-
tion to the field of medicinal 
chemistry and anticancer 
drug discovery.
Congratulating Dr. Rambabu 
on his achievement, GITAM 
leadership including Prof. 
D.S. Rao, Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(Hyderabad), Sri D.V.V.S.R. 
Varma, Resident Director, 
and senior faculty members 
lauded his academic excel-
lence and wished him contin-
ued success in his future 
research endeavours.

Hyderabad (TSIT): The CREDAI 
Hyderabad Property Show 2026 was 
inaugurated at the HITEX Exhibition 
Centre, Hitech City, marking the com-
mencement of Hyderabad’s most cred-
ible and buyer-focused real estate exhi-
bition. The three day Property Show is 
being held from 6th to 8th February 
2026 at Hall 4, HITEX, bringing togeth-
er CREDAI member developers and 
key stakeholders from across the real 
estate ecosystem on a single trusted 
platform. The event was inaugurated 
by Mr. Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, 
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister & 
Minister for Finance and Planning, 
Government of Telangana, with Mr. N. 
Uttam Kumar Reddy, Hon’ble Minister 
for Irrigation & Civil Supplies, 
Government of Telangana, and Mr. K 
Ramakrishna Rao (IAS) Chief 
Secretary, Government of Telangana 
in the presence of the senior leader-
ship of CREDAI Hyderabad, including 
Mr. N. Jaideep Reddy, President; Mr. 
B. Jagannath Rao, President-Elect; and 
Mr. K. Kranti Kiran Reddy, General 
Secretary, along with Property Show 
Convener Mr. Susheel Kumar Jain and 
Co-Convener Mr. N. Venugopal, other 
Managing Committee members, repre-
sentatives from the banking sector, 
industry stakeholders and visitors.

Anchored in CREDAIbility—
CREDAI’s core philosophy that stands 
for trust, transparency, ethical prac-
tices, and consumer confidence this 
edition of the Property Show carries 
the theme ‘Permanent Ho Jao’, a confi-
dent call encouraging homebuyers to 
invest in Hyderabad and make the city 
their permanent home with long-term 
assurance. The exhibition exclusively 
showcases more than 300 RERA-
approved projects, ensuring that visi-
tors engage only with verified, compli-
ant, and credible developments. 
Homebuyers can explore a comprehen-
sive range of residential and commer-
cial offerings, including apartments, 
villas, plotted developments, and office 
spaces across Hyderabad’s established 
residential zones and emerging growth 
corridors, all under one roof.

Addressing the gathering, Mr Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka, Hon’ble Deputy 
Chief Minister & Minister for Finance 
and Planning, Government of 
Telangana, said Hyderabad is witness-
ing a major infrastructure transforma-
tion, with over 45 projects, including 
underpasses and road widening works 
worth more than Rs 7,000 crore, cur-
rently underway across the city. He 
added that key initiatives include 
Hi-tech City infrastructure packages, 
multi-level flyovers at major junctions, 
critical road widening projects, and 
upgrades to the southern corridor, 
ensuring balanced development across 
core areas, peripheral zones, and 
emerging growth corridors.

He further said that the Telangana 
Rising Vision launched after 2014 has 
positioned Hyderabad as a strong 
urban economic centre, driven by 
employment generation, innovation, 
and global investments. He noted that 
long-term urban planning initiatives 
such as the Blue Green Master Plan 
and the Comprehensive Mobility Plan 
are focused on sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient growth. He added that 
since December 2020, projects worth 
over Rs.20,000 crore are under imple-

mentation, with the government con-
tinuing to extend full support, ensure 
faster clearances, and work closely 
with industry, reaffirming investor 
confidence even during election peri-
ods.

Addressing the gathering at the 
CREDAI Property Show, Mr N. Uttam 
Kumar Reddy, Hon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation & Civil Supplies, 
Government of Telangana, said, 
Hyderabad is emerging as a premier 
investment destination, with the 
Honourable Chief Minister and the 
Minister for IT and Industries actively 
attracting investments across IT, hos-
pitality, tourism, and allied sectors. He 
added that the government is focused 
on making the city more liveable and 
affordable through world-class infra-
structure, strong law and order, and a 
business-friendly environment. Built 
on a legacy of inclusivity and a cosmo-
politan culture dating back to the 
Nizam era, Hyderabad continues to 
outperform growth expectations. He 
also said that the government is ensur-
ing simplified and digitised approval 
processes and proactive measures to 
ease departmental clearances, includ-
ing irrigation-related approvals, while 
maintaining continuous engagement 
with developers and industry stake-
holders.

Addressing the gathering at the 
CREDAI Property Show Mr. K. 
Ramakrishna Rao (IAS), Chief 
Secretary, Government of Telangana, 
said Rural to urban migration remains 
the biggest driver of real estate growth 
in India, creating demand not only for 
housing but also for hospitality, retail, 
healthcare, and infrastructure. He 

added that over the next 15 to 20 years, 
India is expected to witness unprece-
dented urban migration, comparable 
to China’s transformation, presenting 
significant opportunities for the sec-
tor. He further emphasised that real 
estate contributes nearly eight percent 
to India’s GDP and is the largest 
employer after agriculture. He said 
that in Telangana, stamp and registra-
tion revenues have grown five to six 
times since 2014, annual revenue from 
stamps and registration department 
was approximately Rs.3000 Crore, 
today this figure has risen to nearly 
Rs. 15,000 Crore annually representing 
a 5 to 6 times increase. It is observed 
that number of registered documents 
have only doubled over the last decade, 
however the value of transitions has 
increased more than 5 times, indicat-
ing a sharp rise in per unit asset value. 
This largely driven by the expansion of 
Hyderabad’s growth corridors, and 
that despite a brief slowdown during 
the COVID period, the sector has 
rebounded strongly. He added that 
timely approvals, effective regulation, 
and transparency are critical to sus-
taining growth, protecting homebuy-
ers, and enabling inclusive urban 
development.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. N. 
Jaideep Reddy, President, CREDAI 
Hyderabad, said, “Hyderabad’s real 
estate sector continues to stand out 
nationally for its structural strength, 
long term stability, and resilience. The 
city has benefitted from consistent pol-
icy direction, proactive governance, 
and sustained investments in physical 
and social infrastructure, which 
together have created a strong founda-

tion for orderly urban growth. This 
has translated into steady end-user 
demand, growing investor confidence, 
and a healthy balance across residen-
tial segments. Hyderabad today offers 
a compelling value proposition com-
bining affordability relative to peer 
cities, expanding employment oppor-
tunities, and improving quality of life. 
For homebuyers, the current phase 
represents a strategic and timely 
opportunity to invest in a city that is 
clearly on a long-term growth trajecto-
ry, before the next cycle of price appre-
ciation fully plays out.”

Mr. B. Jagannath Rao, President-
Elect, CREDAI Hyderabad, said, 
“Hyderabad has decisively evolved 
into a multi-dimensional global city, 
moving well beyond its identity as a 
technology hub to become a destina-
tion for innovation, lifestyle, and 
long-term capital investment. The 
city’s diversified economic base, 
growing global visibility, and focus on 
balanced urban development are driv-
ing sustained demand for quality 
housing across segments. The 
CREDAI Hyderabad Property Show is 
curated with the theme ‘Permanent 
Ho Jao’ to reflect this evolution and 
encourage people to purchase their 
dream home and become permanent 
residents of the city. It offers home-
buyers transparency, choice, and 
direct access to trusted developers, 
enabling them to evaluate options 
clearly and make confident, well-
informed purchase decisions.”

Adding to this, Mr. Kranti Kiran 
Reddy, General Secretary, CREDAI 
Hyderabad, said, “We represent 400 
developers addressing critical chal-
lenges in the real estate sector, particu-
larly illegal pre-launch and sales that 
distort pricing and mislead buyers. 
CREDAI is working closely with 
RERA. We are sponsoring a dedicated 
enforcement team and developing 
technology to curb such practices 
under the Unified Building Code. We 
are delighted that the authorities are 
forthcoming and have assured prompt 
support in resolving all the issues per-
taining to the real estate sector. 
Through consultations, we submitted 
a 55-point proposal, of which 45 points 
were accepted, marking a major mile-
stone after nearly a decade. We urge 
developers to work in close partner-
ship with the government and fulfil 
their responsibility towards society.”

The 3-day event, besides showcas-
ing the best properties in the city will 
also host engaging discussions with 
RERA officials, bureaucrats, real 
estate research agencies and industry 
leaders to give homebuyers a com-
plete unbiased perspective on city’s 
growth and outlook. This will help 
homebuyers take a decision to become 
permanent residents of the city or 
move to a bigger home in the city. Mr. 
D. Sridhar Babu, Hon’ble Minister for 
IT, Electronics & Communications, 
and Industries & Commerce, 
Government of Telangana is likely to 
visit the property show on day 2 to 
interact with the developers and share 
the plans of the state government for 
the development and growth of the 
city with the people. This reassurance 
should definitely help homebuyers to 
decide to become permanent residents 
of the city.

CREDAI Hyderabad Property Show 2026 Inaugurated
The three day show calls homebuyers to ‘Permanent Ho Jao’ with 
city’s best RERA approved projects showcased under one roof

Nalgonda, Feb 6 (TSIT): 
The Telangana 
Integrated Common 
Entrance Test-2026 (TG 
ICET-2026) will be con-
ducted on May 13 and 14 
in four sessions with two 
sessions on each of the 
days by Mahatma 
Gandhi University 
(MGU), Nalgonda for 
admission into first year 
M.B.A. and M.C.A. for 
the academic year 2026-
27 in the constituent col-
leges of the universities 
and in the affiliated col-
leges in the Telangana 
State.  MGU Vice 
Chancellor Prof Khaza 
Althaf Hussain and 
ICET-26 Convenor and 
MGU Registrar Prof 
Aluvala Ravi have 
released the notification 
at a programme here on 
Friday. Eligible candi-
dates who wish to apply 
for TG ICET-2026 may 
submit their applications 
through online mode 

only from February 12 to 
March 16, 2026 without 
late fee. The detailed 
information regarding 
the eligibility, syllabus 
and model paper, impor-
tant instructions, proce-
dure for online submis-
sion of application forms, 
pattern of online exami-
nation, are available on 
the website https://icet.
tgche.ac.in., they clari-
fied. The registration fee 
may be paid at TGOnline 
centres and also through 
payment gateways (Debit 
Card/ Credit Card/ Net 
Banking). MGU IQAC 
Director and 
Co-Convenor of TG ICET-
2026 Dr Miryala Ramesh, 
Dr Jakka Suresh Reddy, 
Prof Saritha, Prof 
Srilaxmi, Dr Sabeena 
Herald, Dr Anuradha, Dr 
Laxmi Prabha, Dr 
Pravalika, Dr Maram 
Venkat Ramana Reddy, 
Dr Sweta, Dr Jyothi and 
Dr Swapna were present.

TG ICET -2026 notification released  

CyberFest 2026 inaugurated 
at CBIT Hyderabad

Hyderabad: CyberFest 
2026, a national-level cyber-
security conclave orga-
nized by the Digital 
Defence Club, was inaugu-
rated at Chaitanya 
Bharathi Institute of 
Technology (CBIT), 
Hyderabad. The event aims 
to create cybersecurity 
awareness, enhance tech-
nical skills, and provide 
hands-on exposure through 
a Hackathon, Capture The 
Flag (CTF) competition, 
and parallel technical 
workshops.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Ms. P. Kiranmaie, 
Assistant Professor, IT 
Department, highlighted 
the scale of the event and 
said over 500 students from 
colleges across the country 
were participating. She 
appreciated the enthusi-
asm of the students and the 
efforts of the organizing 
team in hosting a large 
national-level conclave.

Dr. M. Venugopala 

Chari, Head of the IT 
Department, noted that 
cybersecurity is among the 
fastest-growing domains 
globally, witnessing nearly 
30 per cent growth driven 
by Artificial Intelligence 
and emerging technolo-
gies. He urged students to 
focus on AI-based cyberse-
curity solutions and keep 
pace with evolving cyber 
defence tools.CBIT 
Principal C.V. 
Narasimhulu expressed 
pride in the strong student 
participation, including 
attendees from 
Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu, and reaffirmed 
CBIT’s commitment to 

innovation and industry-
oriented education.Chief 
Guest Dr. Sriram 
Birudavolu, CEO of DSCI, 
delivered a keynote on real-
world hacking scenarios, 
career paths in cybersecu-
rity, and the role of AI in 
shaping the future of the 
domain. Guest of Honour G. 
Vimal Kumar, CTO of 
Cyber Privilege, encour-
aged students to pursue 
practical learning and ethi-
cal practices.

The event concluded 
with a vote of thanks by 
Kavitha Agarwal, 
Associate Professor, 
acknowledging all contrib-
utors and participants.

Rivals in Andhra, 
friends in Sattupalli
Khammam (TSIT): Political parties 
that usually remain rivals and engage 
in political confrontations in neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh came togeth-
er during the Sattupalli municipal elec-
tion campaign, underlining a message 
of unity at the local level. During the 
roadshow, leaders conveyed that all 
parties were united with a common 
objective and stressed that “everyone is 
one” when it comes to the development 
of Sattupalli. Congress, Telugu Desam, 
Jana Sena and YSRCP flags were seen 
together, creating an unusual but strik-
ing political scene.

The roadshow, organised as part of 
the municipal poll campaign, was taken 
out from the outskirts of Sattupalli 
town to the Subhas Chandra Bose stat-
ue. Cadres and supporters of all four 
parties participated jointly, raising slo-
gans in support of Congress candidates. 
At a corner meeting, speakers alleged 
that development had been neglected in 
the past and said that works were now 
being taken up at a faster pace. They 
expressed confidence that Congress 
would register victories across all 
municipalities in the undivided 
Khammam district, stating that the 
unity displayed by different parties 
reflected a collective commitment to 
progress and local development.

Development took place only 
under KCR’s rule.. Nama

Khammam (TSIT): Comprehensive develop-
ment in Telangana was achieved only during 
the rule of former Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao, said former MP and for-
mer BRS Lok Sabha leader Nama Nageswara 
Rao, along with CPM State leader Potineni 
Sudarshan Rao. Campaigning in support of BRS 
and CPM candidates in the Wyra municipality 
elections, they said the State witnessed progress 
in all sectors under KCR’s leadership after its 
formation. Criticising the Congress govern-
ment, they said it had come to power by making 
impractical promises that remain unimple-
mented. They alleged that assurances such as 
monthly financial assistance to women, 
enhanced pensions and increased support to the 
differently abled had not been fulfilled. Recalling 
that schemes like Kalyana Lakshmi and Shaadi 
Mubarak were implemented during the BRS 
regime, they said Wyra municipality too had 
witnessed development under BRS rule and 
appealed to voters to support BRS- and CPM-
backed candidates in the municipal elections.

ISSPCON 2026 Begins 
in Hyderabad

 Hyderabad, 06th February 2026: The 40th Annual National 
Conference of the Indian Society for Study of Pain (ISSPCON 
2026) was inaugurated in Hyderabad, bringing together 
leading pain specialists, clinicians, and researchers from 
across India and abroad. This annual conference is been 
organised and hosted by Society of Study for Pain Telangana 
chapter by the Organising Committee consisting of Dr 
Umamaheshwara Rao W, Organising Chairman, Dr 
Nagalaxmi Patnala, Organising Secretary, Dr Sachin Joshi, 
Scientific Chairman and Dr Madhukar Goud B, Oraganising 
Treasurer under the guidance of Dr Muralidhar Joshi.  The 
conference was inaugurated by Dr. Dilip Bhanushali, 
Immediate Past President, Indian Medical Association 
(IMA – India). and Dr. Prabhakar Palacharla, Regional 
Chief Operating Officer – AOI & Citizens Hospitals, attend-
ed as Guests of Honour. The event was presided over by Dr. 
Krishna Poddar, National President, ISSP and Dr Anurag 
Agarwal National Hon Secretary ISSP. The multi-day con-
ference focuses on interdisciplinary collaboration, recent 
advances in interventional and pharmacological pain man-
agement, and the bio-psycho-social approach to chronic 
pain. National and international faculty are sharing global 
and local perspectives to improve patient-centred pain 
care. Organisers highlighted that ISSPCON 2026 aims to 
strengthen knowledge, innovation, and compassionate care 
to improve quality of life for patients suffering from acute 
and chronic pain.
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NEW DELHI: The Union Budget 
on Sunday proposed a tax holiday 
till 2047 for foreign companies that 
provide cloud services to custom-
ers globally using data centres 
located in India, signalling the 
government’s push to make the 
country a major hub for AI and 
digital infrastructure.

The big push on data centres 
comes at a time when India is gear-
ing up to take the centrestage in 
global discourse on Artificial 
Intelligence. It is expected to posi-
tion India not just as a consumer 
of global cloud and AI services, but 
as a thriving base for the world's 
digital backbone.

By linking tax benefits to serv-
ing global customers from India, 
the policy seeks to turn the coun-
try into an export hub for cloud 
computing. Presenting the Union 
Budget 2026-27, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said: 
"Recognising the need to enable 
critical infrastructure and boost 
investment in data centres, I pro-
pose to provide tax holiday till 
2047 to any foreign company that 
provides cloud services to custom-
ers globally by using data centre 
services from India."

It will, however, need to provide 
services to Indian customers 
through an Indian reseller entity.

"I also propose to provide a safe 
harbour of 15 per cent on cost in 
case the company providing data 
centre services from India is a 
related entity," the FM said.

Put simply, data centres are 
secure facilities filled with power-
ful computers and servers that 
store, process and transmit digital 
data behind services ranging from 
emails and banking all the way to 
streaming and cloud platforms.

The data centres, which resem-
ble fortified bases, run on special-
ised infrastructure, from uninter-
rupted power supply to advanced 
cooling and round-the-clock moni-
toring (even one minute of down-
time can affect millions of users).

With AI, cloud computing and 
digital payments growing, data 
centres are becoming as critical as 

roads and power plants, forming 
the backbone of India’s digital 
economy. India is eyeing a leading 
role in global AI conversations 
with New Delhi all set to host the 
India AI Impact Summit, the first-
ever in the Global South.

The mega conference scheduled 
from February 16–20, 2026, at 
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, 
will mark the biggest congregation 
on AI in the world till date, bring-
ing together 15 global leaders and 
Heads of State/Government, over 
40 Ministers, 100s of leading CEOs 
and CXOs, and eminent academics 
from all over the world.

IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
earlier this week, noted that 
investments worth nearly USD 70 
billion are already flowing into the 
AI infrastructure layer, with the 
potential to double by the conclu-
sion of the Summit.

Last year, big tech companies 
Microsoft and Google grabbed 
headlines as they collectively 
pledged billions of dollars in fresh 
capital to build out gigawatt-scale 
data centres and sovereign AI 

infrastructure in India.
Sindhu Gangadharan, SAP Labs 

India and Chairperson, Nasscom, 
said the Budget strengthens the 
policy backbone required for India 
to operate as a global technology 
and AI execution hub.

"The focus on cloud infrastruc-
ture and long-term clarity for 
cloud services directly addresses a 
core constraint in scaling enter-
prise platforms, the ability to run 
regulated, data-intensive work-
loads with confidence and continu-
ity," Gangadharan said.

She added that for GCCs, this 
creates the conditions to move 
beyond delivery into ownership, 
where India increasingly designs, 
builds, and runs core platforms 
and mission-critical systems for 
global enterprises.

S Anjani Kumar, Partner, 
Deloitte India, noted the Budget 
treats AI as a horizontal enabler 
for the whole economy. It explicit-
ly positions it as a force multiplier 
for better governance alongside 
structural reforms and finan-
cial‑sector deepening.

The tax holiday signals a bet on 
India as a long‑term compute hub, 
which is the infrastructure back-
bone for all of this AI adoption, 
Kumar added.

Piyush Prakashchandra 
Somani, Promoter, Managing 
Director and Chairman, ESDS, 
observed that the tax holiday for 
cloud services with local data cen-
tres is a timely and strategic move 
that reinforces India’s commit-
ment to data sovereignty and a 
resilient digital economy.

"By directly incentivising 
domestic data centre operations, 
the government is not only accel-
erating investments in India-based 
cloud infrastructure but also cre-
ating a stronger foundation of 
trust, security, and compliance for 
enterprises. “This policy will 
encourage cloud providers to scale 
locally, reduce dependence on off-
shore data storage, and position 
India as a preferred global hub for 
secure, compliant, and future-
ready cloud services," Somani 
added.

AI booster: Budget offers tax holiday for 
global cloud firms using Indian data centres

Chennai: Sri Sri Wellbeing Holistic 
Health has announced the grand open-
ing of Mruthunjaya Ayur, a compre-
hensive natural wellness and holistic 
healing centre, on February 1, 2026, at 
Kilpauk in Chennai. The inauguration 
ceremony will be held from 6:00 pm 
onwards and will feature an auspi-
cious lamp-lighting by Gurudev Sri 
Sri Ravi Shankar Ji.

Rooted in the ancient wisdom of 
Ayurveda and guided by a vision of 
integrated wellbeing, Mruthunjaya 
Ayur is designed to blend traditional 
healing systems with modern thera-
peutic expertise. The centre aims to 
provide personalised, preventive, and 
restorative healthcare that nurtures 
physical health, mental calmness, and 
spiritual balance.

The facility will offer a wide range 
of authentic Ayurvedic therapies and 
diagnostic services, including Nadi 
Pariksha for constitution and imbal-
ance assessment, Panchakarma thera-
pies such as Vamana, Virechana, 
Vasti, Nasya, and Raktamokshana for 
detoxification and rejuvenation, and 
Netra Tejas for natural eye care and 
relief from digital eye strain.

Additional specialised therapies 
include Meru Therapy for spinal align-

ment, Marma Therapy for pain relief 
and energy balance, Osteopathy for 
joint and muscle care, and Ozone 
Therapy to support immunity, oxygen 
delivery, and detoxification.

Sri Sri Wellbeing said Mruthunjaya 
Ayur continues its commitment to an 
integrated, lifestyle-oriented health-
care model by offering consultations, 
Panchakarma programmes, and holis-
tic healing therapies under one roof. 
The organisation invited the commu-
nity to experience a new dimension of 
holistic health that supports modern 
lifestyles through time-tested healing 
traditions.

Wikipedia unveiled new business deals 
with a slew of artificial intelligence com-
panies on Thursday as it marked its 25th 
anniversary. The online crowdsourced 
encyclopedia revealed that it has signed up 
AI companies including Amazon, Meta 
Platforms, Perplexity, Microsoft and 
France's Mistral AI. Wikipedia is one of 
the last bastions of the early internet, but 
that original vision of a free online space 
has been clouded by the dominance of Big 
Tech platforms and the rise of generative 
AI chatbots trained on content scraped 
from the web.Aggressive data collection 
methods by AI developers, including from 
Wikipedia's vast repository of free knowl-
edge, has raised questions about who ulti-
mately pays for the artificial intelligence 

boom.The Wikimedia Foundation, the 
nonprofit that runs the site, signed Google 
as one of its first customers in 2022 and 
announced other agreements last year 
with smaller AI players like search engine 
Ecosia. The new deals will help one of the 
world's most popular websites monetize 
heavy traffic from AI companies. They're 
paying to access Wikipedia content “at a 
volume and speed designed specifically for 
their needs,” the foundation said. It did not 
provide financial or other details. While 
AI training has sparked legal battles else-
where over copyright and other issues, 
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales said he 
welcomes it. I'm very happy personally 
that AI models are training on Wikipedia 
data because it's human curated. 

Sri Sri Wellbeing to open 
holistic health centre 

“Mruthunjaya Ayur” in Chennai

Wikipedia inks AI deals with Microsoft, Meta and 
Perplexity as it marks 25th birthday

TN  announces 
shuffle among 
police officials

CHENNAI: Several 
Deputy Commissioners of 
Police (DCPs) in the Greater 
Chennai Police have been 
reassigned in a major state-
wide reshuffle ordered by 
the home department of 
Tamil Nadu government.

The changes, effective 
immediately, include: T. 
Eswaran posted as DCP 
(Traffic), Avadi Police 
Commissionerate; I. 
Eswaran, formerly SP of 
Railways, Chennai, posted 
as DCP, Anna Nagar; R. 
Uthayakumar posted as 
DCP, Koyambedu; and Sujit 
Kumar transferred as DCP 
(Traffic), Chennai West. 
Furthermore, R. Sughasini, 
DCP (Traffic), West, has 
been moved to the post of 
Superintendent of Police for 
the Tamil Nadu Uniformed 
Services Recruitment Board 
(TNUSRB) in Chennai.

The reshuffle also involves 
promotions and transfers 
across the state. Ankit Singh 
and Shristi Singh have been 
promoted to Superintendents 

of Police and posted as DCPs 
in Salem City (North) and 
Tiruchy City (South), respec-
tively.

At the inspector general of 
police level, S. Rajeswari, 
formerly Member Secretary 
of TNUSRB, is now IGP for 
Crimes Against Women and 
Children (CAWC) in 
Chennai. She replaces A. 
Kayalvizhi, who has been 
posted as IGP and Member 
Secretary of TNUSRB. R. V. 
Ramya Bharati has been 
posted as IGP (Crime), 
Chennai. Other key post-
ings include N. U. 
Sivaramani moving from 
DCP, North, Salem City to 
SP of Vellore district, while 
A. Mylvaganam, former SP 
of Vellore, is now SP of 
Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption, Southern 
Range, Chennai. G. 
Nagajothi, SP of TNUSRB, 
has been posted as 
Superintendent of Police 
and Principal of the Police 
Training College in 
Chennai.

Tiruchy: Woman jumps into well 
with infant, mom-in-law held

TIRUCHY: A young 
woman, along with a six-
month-old baby girl, 
jumped into a well and 
died by suicide on 
Wednesday night, report-
edly after dowry harass-
ment by her in-laws. 
Police arrested her moth-
er-in-law on Thursday, 
and a search is on for her 
father-in-law.

Sivabalan (33), a tempo-
rary staff member at 
Cooperative Credit 
S o c i e t y  a t 
Ayakkaranpulam near 
Vedaranyam in 
Nagapattinam, married 
Kavya (20) after a love 
affair. It is said that 

Sivabalan’s mother, 
Senthamizh Selvi (53), a 
school teacher and his 
father Palanidurai (57), a 
noon meal organiser in a 
school, were in the habit 
of quarrelling with Kavya 
for failing to bring dowry. 
The frequent quarrel frus-
trated Kavya, and so 
Sivabalan sent his wife to 
her paternal house near-
by. Still, Sivabalan’s par-
ents continued to torture 
her, and so the frustrated 
Kavya, on Wednesday 
night, took the baby and 
jumped into the well near 
the house after recording 
her statement and shar-
ing it on social media.

Tamil Nadu: From footwear to missiles, investments 
for Rs 34,200 crore gets cabinet nod

CHENNAI: Continuing its 
push to take industrial 
development to districts 
that remained below the 
radar for decades, the State 
government on Thursday 
cleared 15 industrial pro-
posals to manufacture a 
range of products from foot-
wear to ships and missiles, 
with a total investment of 
Rs 34,237 crore. The proj-
ects have the potential to 
generate about 55,000 direct 
and indirect jobs.

Besides greenfield proj-
ects, the list of proposals 
that were cleared by the 
State Cabinet chaired by 
Chief Minister MK Stalin 
also includes expansion of 

automobile major Hyundai, 
and Gensol Engineering, 
which provides engineer-
ing, procurement, and con-
struction services for solar 
power sector.

The biggest among them 
are Evervan Kothari’s Rs 
5,000 crore investment in 

Ranipet to manufacture 
footwear for German giant 
Adidas, and Kaynes Circuit 
India’s Rs 4,995 crore 
investment to set up an 
electronic component man-
ufacturing unit in 
Thoothukudi.Equally note-
worthy is the Rs 4,500 crore 

that Jeanuvs is pumping 
into Thoothukudi. Beyond 
the quantum of investment, 
what stands out about the 
project is that the unit 
would manufacture compo-
nents for radar, artillery, 
missile, etc. Briefing report-
ers after the Cabinet meet-
ing, Industries Minister 
TRB Rajaa pointed out that 
the units that would come 
up in Ranipet, 
T i r u v a n n a m a l a i , 
Krishnagiri, Tiruchy, 
Karur, Ramanathapuram, 
and Thoothukudi show the 
government's commitment 
to balanced industrial 
development across the 
State. 

Namakkal: Loudspeaker noise during 
temple event delays fire rescue call
CHENNAI: A sudden fire that broke 

out near a canal close to the 
Avathipalayam bus stand in 
Pallipalayam on Thursday evening 
highlighted concerns over excessive 
loudspeaker noise, after a passer-by 
reportedly struggled to contact the Fire 
and Rescue Services due to blaring fes-
tival music.

According to a Daily Thanthi report, 
the fire erupted around 4 pm near the 
canal, where garbage had been dumped. 
The flames spread quickly as the accu-
mulated waste caught fire, sending 
thick smoke billowing into the air.

A youth identified as Hariharan (28), 
who was passing through the area, 
attempted to alert the Fire and Rescue 
Department using his mobile phone. 
However, he was unable to communi-
cate clearly as loud film songs were 
being played through public address 
systems for the Mariamman temple 
festival in Avathipalayam.

He then rode his two-wheeler towards 
the Agraharam area in search of a qui-
eter spot to make the call, but encoun-
tered similar noise due to a temple 
kumbabishekam event. Loudspeakers 
had reportedly been installed for near-
ly two kilometres up to the Sandhai 
Pettai area, continuing to play music at 
high volume. After considerable diffi-
culty, he finally managed to inform the 

Fire and Rescue Services. A fire tender 
later reached the spot and extinguished 
the blaze before it could spread further.

Following the incident, social activ-
ists and local residents reiterated calls 
for stricter regulation or a complete 
ban on high-volume horn loudspeakers 
during temple festivals, citing public 
safety and emergency communication 
concerns.

Vijay weighs four seats for 
electoral debut as TVK begins 
candidate application process
CHENNAI: Actor and 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) president Vijay is 
actively weighing his elec-
toral debut, with 
V e l a c h e r y , 
V i r u g a m b a k k a m , 
Vikravandi and 
Nagapattinam emerging 
as the four constituencies 
under serious consider-
ation, even as the TVK on 
Friday launched the distri-
bution of application forms 
for aspirants seeking to 
contest the upcoming 
Assembly elections.

Party sources said Vijay 
is personally assessing the 
political landscape and 
organisational strength in 
each of the four constituen-
cies before taking a final 
call. “He is closely study-
ing the ground realities 
and cadre feedback. A deci-
sion is expected in the 
coming days,” a senior 
party functionary told. 

Another TVK worker 
remarked that Vijay’s can-
didature would be strategi-
cally decisive for the par-
ty’s electoral positioning. 
Addressing reporters at 
Panaiyur, TVK leader K A 
Sengottaiyan said Vijay 
would play a direct role in 
finalising the party’s can-
didates. “It is Vijay who is 
contesting in all 234 
Assembly constituencies. 
He will personally exam-
ine every application, 
select the candidates and 
announce the list,” he said.

Party sources said Vijay 

is personally assessing the 
political landscape and 
organisational strength in 
each of the four constitu-
encies before taking a final 
call. “He is closely study-
ing the ground realities 
and cadre feedback. A 
decision is expected in the 
coming days,” a senior 
party functionary told DT 
Next. Another TVK work-
er remarked that Vijay’s 
candidature would be stra-
tegically decisive for the 
party’s electoral position-
ing. Addressing reporters 
at Panaiyur, TVK leader 
K A Sengottaiyan said 
Vijay would play a direct 
role in finalising the par-
ty’s candidates. “It is 
Vijay who is contesting 
in all 234 Assembly con-
stituencies. He will per-
sonally examine every 
application, select the 
candidates and announce 
the list,” he said.
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Hyderabad 2026: Good Game,
the world’s first as-live global
gaming reality show on a
quest to find India’s First
Global Gaming Superstar,
has announced its launch in
India. Samantha Ruth
Prabhu, leading actor, entre-
preneur and youth icon, has
been named as a global brand
ambassador along with
Rishabh Pant, India’s most
dynamic cricket icon, and
Ujjwal Chaurasia (Techno
Gamerz), one of India’s most
influential gaming creators.
Good Game also announced a
whopping INR One Crore
(USD 100,000) prize money,
which is amongst the highest
for any reality show winner
in India, along with the
opportunity to represent
India at a global level. Good
Game plans to invest up to
INR 100 crore annually in the
show, and is currently invit-
ing brand partners and spon-
sors to associate with this
unique proposition that
promises a minimum reach
of 500 million amongst the
core youth audience of India.
Designed as a first-of-its-kind
competitive reality format,
Good Game marks a new
chapter for competitive gam-
ing in the country, converg-
ing esports, mainstream
entertainment, and real-
world performance on a sin-
gle platform. Contestants will
be tested not only on their

gaming skills, but also on cre-
ativity, on-screen presence,
and performance under pres-
sure - reflecting the evolving
nature of gaming as both a
profession and a form of pop-
ular culture. Registrations
for the auditions, inviting
amateur and professional
gamers, content creators,
and performers, are current-
ly open at
https://www.goodgameshow
.tv/india-audition-applica-
tion. Commenting on the

launch, Rai Cockfield,
Founder of Good Game, said,
“India is home to one of the
world’s largest entertain-
ment and gaming communi-
ties, and we are delighted to
finally bridge the gap
between these two genres for
the first time in India. <
Good Game will empower
talent from across India to
pave their way to global
recognition and lifelong
opportunities, changing
lives and careers. 

Samantha Ruth Pabhu joins Rishabh Pant as
Good Game’s global ambassador, hunt for

India’s First Global Gaming Superstar begins
with  One Crore prize money at stake

New Delhi, 06 February 2026:
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(“Maruti Suzuki”) signed a
Memorandum of Agreement
(“MoA”) with the Transport
Department, Government of
Andhra Pradesh, for set up
and maintenance of 4
Automated Driving Test
Tracks (“ADTTs”) across the
state under the Company’s
CSR initiative. The ADTTs
will be set up at four Regional
Transport Office (RTO) loca-
tions in the state, namely
Eluru, Ongole,
Vizianagaram, and
Anakapalli. Under the MoA,
Maruti Suzuki will automate
and maintain these driving
test tracks for a period of 3
years from the date of com-
missioning. The ADTTs will
be equipped with high-defini-
tion cameras, RFID sensors,
real-time analytics, and an
integrated IT system to
enable a technology-enabled,
standardized, and objective
driving license testing
process. With zero human
intervention, the ADTTs are
aimed to make license test-
ing more comprehensive,
efficient, and transparent.
The rigorous and standard-
ized evaluation process is
designed to assess candidates
according to the Central
Motor Vehicle Rules
(CMVR). Test results are also
automatically generated.
Speaking on the initiative,

Mr. Hisashi Takeuchi, MD &
CEO, Maruti Suzuki India
Limited said, “During my
meeting with Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Chandrababu Naidu, I
was impressed by his love for
technology. Aligned with his
vision for technology-led
solutions, we are honoured
to bring 4 Automated
Driving Test Tracks (ADTTs)
to the state of Andhra
Pradesh. ADTTs use
advanced technology that
ensure a comprehensive, effi-
cient, and transparent
process with zero human

intervention. This guaran-
tees that only skilled drivers
are awarded a driving
license, thereby improving
overall road safety.”
Speaking at the MoA signing,
Shri. Manish Kumar Sinha,
IPS, Transport
Commissioner of Andhra
Pradesh said, “I commend
Maruti Suzuki, India’s lead-
ing passenger vehicle manu-
facturer, for its significant
contribution to road safety
through the launch of
Automated Driving Test
Tracks (ADTTs) across the
state. In this project, Maruti

Suzuki will extend support
by providing technology in
the areas of integration with
the SARATHI** system,
training of personnel and
routine maintenance for a
period of 3 years. The
Transport Department, on its
part, will provide the
required infrastructure at
the existing driving tracks,
undertake civil works,
ensure security and electrici-
ty supply and conduct driv-
ing tests and issuance of driv-
ing licenses using the auto-
mated system.” He added,
“The automation of driving

test tracks is expected to
bring greater uniformity and
objectivity in the testing
process and ensure that driv-
ing licenses are issued only
to candidates with the requi-
site driving skills, thereby
strengthening road safety in
the state.” The ADTTs in
Eluru, Vizianagaram,
Ongole and Anakapalli will
serve Light Motor Vehicles
(LMV) and Two-Wheelers
(TW) driving license appli-
cants. The ADTT in Ongole
will additionally serve Heavy
Motor Vehicles (HMV) driv-
ing license applicants.

Maruti Suzuki signs Memorandum of Agreement with
Transport Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh, to

automate 4 driving license test tracks, under its CSR initiative

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India kept its benchmark
interest rate unchanged on
Friday, February 6, as
expected, as inflation
remained at manageable
levels, and growth concerns
eased following trade agree-
ments with the US and the
European Union. The cen-
tral bank’s six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) voted
unanimously to keep the
repurchase, or repo rate, at
5.25 per cent. The RBI
retained its neutral policy
stance, signalling rates will
stay low for some time. US
President Donald Trump
earlier this week
announced a cut in tariffs
on Indian goods to 18 per
cent from 50 per cent, easing
a key pressure point on
India’s economy and mar-
kets. The first tranche of the
pact is likely to be finalised
by next month, which
includes a reduction in US
tariffs. Announcing the
decisions of the MPC, RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
said external headwinds

have intensified, but the
successful completion of the
trade deal with the United
States bodes well for the
economy. The RBI has cut
rates by a total of 125 basis
points since February 2025,
marking its most aggressive
easing cycle since 2019. It
reduced rates by 25 basis
points at its previous meet-
ing in December. While the
inflation remains benign,
economic activity remains
resilient. “Amidst height-
ened geopolitical tensions
and elevated uncertainty,
the Indian economy is in a
good spot with strong
growth and low inflation.
Inflation remains below the

tolerance band, and its out-
look continues to be
benign,” Malhotra said.
“With the signing of a land-
mark trade deal with the
European Union and the US
trade agreement in sight,
growth momentum is likely
to be sustained for a longer
period.” The current policy
rate is appropriate, the gov-
ernor said, adding that
inflation was benign and
future rate moves will
depend on growth outlook
and inflation. “Inflation,
especially underlying infla-
tion, is low. It’s much lower
than even our
forecast…underlying infla-
tion is very, very benign.

EXPECTEDLY, RBI KEEPS
INTEREST RATES UNCHANGED

C a p e
T o w n :
C h i n a
a n d
S o u t h
A f r i c a
signed a
f r a m e -
w o r k
a g r e e -
ment for
a new

t r a d e
deal on

F r i d a y ,
February 6, as

Africa’s leading
e c o n o m y

looks to

other options following the
high import tariffs imposed
on it by the US and its diplo-
matic fallout with the Trump
administration. South
Africa’s Ministry of Trade
and Industry said the agree-
ment would start negotiations
over a deal that would give
some South African goods,
such as fruit, duty-free access
to the Chinese market. The
ministry said it expected the
trade deal to be finalised by
the end of March. In return,
the trade ministry said China
will get enhanced investment
opportunities in South Africa,
where its car sales have seen
rapid growth. The US slapped
30 per cent duties on some

South African goods under
President Donald

Trump‘s reciprocal
tariffs policy —

one of the higher
rates applied
across the
world. South
Africa has
said it is still

negotiating with the US for a
better deal. The China-South
Africa deal follows others
looking for alternatives to US
partnership in the face of
Trump’s aggressive trade
policies. China is already
South Africa’s largest trade
partner for both imports and
exports, while Chinese eco-
nomic influence across the
African continent continues
to grow and it dominates in
the extraction of Africa’s criti-
cal minerals that are key com-
ponents for new high-tech
products. “South Africa looks
forward to working with
China in a friendly, pragmat-
ic, and flexible manner,” the
trade ministry said. Trade
and Industry Minister Parks
Tau, who travelled to China to
sign the agreement, said the
deal would benefit South
Africa’s mining, agriculture,
renewable energy and tech-
nology sectors. US-South
Africa diplomatic ties have
plunged to their worst point
in decades after the Trump

administration accused South
Africa of pursuing an anti-
American foreign policy and
allowing the violent persecu-
tion of a white minority group
at home. South Africa’s gov-
ernment has denied allega-
tions that white Afrikaner
farmers are being killed in a
widespread effort to seize
their land as baseless. Trump
has also barred South Africa
from taking part in meetings
of the Group of 20 rich and
developing nations this year
in the US. South Africa’s
biggest exports to China are
gold, iron ore and platinum-
group metals, while Chinese
cars have quickly grown
their market share in South
Africa. Industry groups esti-
mate Chinese brands have
grown from around 2.8 per
cent of the South African
market in 2020 to between 11
per cent and 15 per cent last
year. China’s BYD overtook
Elon Musk’s Tesla in 2025 as
the world’s biggest electric
vehicle maker.

FACING HIGH TRUMP TARIFFS,
SOUTH AFRICA CLOSE TO NEW

TRADE DEAL WITH CHINA

Hyderabad: Key Findings: ·
Vijayawada’s ?-Nishchit
Index stands at 63, lower
than India (79) and South
Zone (71) ·       Top concerns:
Fear of AI-driven job loss,
online scams, and rising
mental health issues ·
Additional worries:
Religious conflicts, natural
disasters, rising cost of liv-
ing ·       Uncertainty highest
among SEC C (66); lowest in
SEC A (59) · Research
Overview: ?-Nishchit Index
2.0 is a nationwide study
commissioned by Aditya
Birla Sun Life Insurance
and is based on a quantita-
tive survey of 3,583 respon-
dents and 21 qualitative
interviews, capturing how
Indians across cities and
life stages perceive uncer-
tainty. It maps 49 state-
ments across 11 parameters
covering financial security,
health, mental and social
well-being, career, safety,
environmental, and societal
concerns to provide a deep-
er, more comprehensive
view of the country’s evolv-
ing anxieties. Uncertainty
lowest among residents
with two insurance policies

(Index 49) Vijayawada 2026:
India continues to experi-
ence elevated uncertainty
due to financial pressures,
healthcare concerns, work-
life imbalance, and broader
societal risks. 
With the national Index at
79, anxieties around finan-
cial preparedness, health-
care affordability, mental
well-being, and long-term
stability remain wide-
spread. 
Vijayawada, however,
reports an Index of 63—sig-
nificantly lower than
national and regional
benchmarks—indicating
relatively higher perceived
certainty among its resi-
dents. Yet several emerging
risks and societal shifts
continue to shape the city’s
underlying anxieties.
Leading concerns include
fear of being replaced by
artificial intelligence at
work, vulnerability to
online scams, and the grow-
ing prevalence of mental
health challenges. Other
prominent worries include
religious conflicts affecting
social cohesion, natural dis-
asters disrupting daily life,

inflation eroding savings,
climate-related disruptions,
and hesitation in seeking
therapy due to personal or
social barriers. Balancing
personal interests with fam-
ily time also emerges as a
notable concern for resi-
dents. A blend of uncontrol-
lable and controllable fac-
tors drives Vijayawada’s
u n c e r t a i n t y .
Uncontrollable risks
include online fraud, data-
security threats, environ-
mental disruptions, and
broader social tensions.
Meanwhile, controllable
stressors such as AI-related
job insecurity, mental-
health management, rising
living costs, and work-life
balance highlight areas
where awareness, plan-
ning, and appropriate sup-
port mechanisms can
meaningfully reduce anxi-
ety. City-level data shows
that financial depth strong-
ly influences perceived cer-
tainty. Uncertainty rises
from 59 in SEC A to 66 in
SEC C. Insurance owner-
ship displays a non-linear
pattern—uncertainty is
lowest among residents

with two policies (49), but
spikes among those with
three (94). A similar trend
occurs across investment
instruments, where uncer-
tainty rises with greater
diversification. Across
demographics, uncertainty
levels remain similar
between men and women.
Gen X emerges as the most
uncertain age group (69),
compared to Baby Boomers
(60), Millennials (61), and
Gen Z (63). Profession-wise
and across life stages,
uncertainty remains broad-
ly uniform, suggesting that
concern patterns are
shared widely across the
population. Overall,
Vijayawada’s findings
reflect a national pattern
where technological disrup-
tion, financial pressures,
social risks, and health-
related challenges increas-
ingly shape public senti-
ment. As lifestyle pressures
and external risks intersect
across life stages, planning
ahead and securing appro-
priate protection remain
critical to strengthening
confidence and reducing
uncertainty.

Fear of AI Replacing Jobs, Online Scams and Mental
Health Concerns Top Vijayawada’s Worry List: Aditya

Birla Sun Life Insurance’s -Nishchit Index 2.0
Hyderabad: While ‘Here
Now’ Phase 1 focused on New
Beginnings, the Phase 2
sharpens the narrative
towards life-stage planning,
offering solutions centered on
two pivotal needs — chil-
dren’s future aspirations and
retirement preparedness.
Building on the belief that the
future is built in the present,
the campaign showcases how
life insurance empowers peo-
ple to dream fearlessly, think
audaciously and embrace
“Bada Socho for your
bindass” dreams. Mumbai,
6th February 2026: Generali
Central Life Insurance
(GCLI) has rolled out the next
phase of its national brand
campaign, ‘Here Now’, with a
sharper focus on life insur-
ance solutions across two piv-
otal life stages — children’s
future aspirations and retire-
ment security. Building on
the Company’s refreshed
identity following Central
Bank of India’s entry as a
joint-venture partner in 2025,
the campaign reinforces the
brand’s commitment to
empowering individuals and
families to make informed
financial decisions today for a

stronger, more secure tomor-
row. As a true Lifetime
Partner, the life insurer
stands by customers through
every stage of life, whether
they are planning for their
children’s dreams or prepar-
ing for a carefree, fulfilling
retirement, strengthening its
promise of care and consis-
tent support throughout their
financial journeys. The cam-
paign urges customers to
view life insurance as more
than protection, positioning
it as an enabler of real ambi-
tions and longterm financial
goals for themselves and
their children. The narrative

brings these themes to life by
capturing relatable, aspira-
tional moments from the
campaign films — kids imag-
ining bold futures or couples
rediscovering passion and
adventure in retirement.
These visuals reinforce the
campaign’s core belief: that
thoughtful planning today
enables people to dream fear-
lessly, think audaciously and
live out “Bada Socho for your
bindass dreams” across
every life stage. The cam-
paign reframes life insurance
solutions for children as a
foundation for future possi-
bilities and retirement as a

phase of renewed independ-
ence and purpose. For cus-
tomers looking to secure
their children’s future,
Generali Central Long Term
Income Plan, Generali
Central Money Back Super
Plan and the Generali
Central Assured Education
Plan form some of the key
solutions. To meet retire-
ment-related needs, options
like the Generali Central
Long Term Income Plan,
the Generali Lifetime
Partner Plan and the
Generali Central Money
Back Super Plan offer
structured planning. 

Generali Central Life Insurance expands ‘Here Now’ to
support long-term planning across key life stages, from

children’s goals to retirement with life insurance
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At least 31 people have been
killed and 169 injured in an
explosion at a mosque dur-
ing Friday prayers in
Pakistan's capital,
Islamabad, according to a
city official. Police officials
say a suicide bomber deto-
nated a device after
approaching the gates of the
Shia mosque in the Tarlai
area of the city, while eye-
witnesses have told the BBC
the blast was preceded by
the sound of gunfire. An
emergency was declared as
hospitals began to receive
the wounded, with an
appeal sent out for blood
donations. Pakistan's Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has condemned the inci-
dent, expressing "deep
grief". In a statement
released on social media, he
called for a thorough inves-
tigation and the immediate
identification of those
behind the attack.
Pakistan's President Asif
Ali Zardari said in his own
statement that "targeting

innocent civilians is a crime
against humanity". Zaheer
Abbas was inside the
Khadijatul Kubra Mosque
praying when he first heard
the sound of bullets. "After
that, we bowed and then
prostrated, and then there
was an explosion," he told
BBC Urdu. "After which
there were injured people
lying everywhere." Pictures
from the mosque in the
aftermath show footwear
scattered across the floor,
shattered glass, and people
sat among the wreckage.

Abbas, who said he "lost his
senses" in the moments
after the explosion, was
eventually pulled out by
emergency services and
taken to hospital, where he
was quickly released.
"Fortunately, I did not suf-
fer much injury," he said.
The mosque's caretaker
Syed Ashfaq - who lives next
door - also heard gunfire,
and began running towards
the mosque to help. "By the
time I reached it there had
already been an explosion,"
he told the BBC. "Bodies

were lying everywhere,
some were missing arms,
some missing legs. We took
the most injured in our own
vehicle [to hospital]."
Islamabad's deputy commis-
sioner Irfan Memon said on
X that the death toll stood at
31, with the injured num-
bering 169. Pictures from
local hospitals show the
injured being brought by
private vehicles and ambu-
lances, with one photogra-
pher for news agency AFP
saying they saw dozens of
people arriving at hospital.

Attacks are relatively rare
in the capital, although one
in November left 12 dead.
Another 27 were injured in
the blast, outside a court-
house. The blast on Friday
comes after a week of vio-
lence which saw 58 civilians
killed in coordinated attacks
in the province of
Balochistan. The
Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) rebel group
said it was behind the
attacks. The military - which
has been fighting an insur-
gency in the region for

decades - said it had killed
more than 200 militants in
response. Last year was also
Pakistan's deadliest in over a
decade as combat-related
deaths surged 74%, with mil-
itants accounting for more
than half the death toll,
according to a new report
released by an independent
think tank. The Pakistan
Institute for Conflict and
Security Studies (PICSS)
said violence in Pakistan left
3,413 people dead - up from
1,950 in 2024 - with 2,138 mili-
tants killed.

MORE THAN 30 KILLED IN BLAST AT
PAKISTAN MOSQUE, OFFICIALS SAY

Senior US and Iranian offi-
cials have held talks in
Oman amid a crisis that
has raised fears of a mili-
tary confrontation
between the two countries.
The indirect discussions
in the capital Muscat hap-
pened as the US military
builds up its presence in
the Middle East in
response to Iran's violent
repression of nationwide
anti-government protests
last month, which human
rights groups say killed
many thousands of people.
Speaking on state televi-
sion after the talks,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Araghchi said negotiators
would return to their capi-
tals for consultations, but
described the meeting as a
"good beginning". Iran had
previously said the talks
would be limited to its

nuclear programme. The
US, which is demanding
Iran freezes its nuclear
programme and discards
its stockpile of enriched
uranium, had said they
should also involve Iran's
ballistic missiles and the
country's support for
regional armed groups.
Earlier, Oman said its for-
eign minister had held
separate talks with
Araghchi, and US special

envoy Steve Witkoff and
President Trump's son-in-
law and emissary Jared
Kushner. It said the "con-
sultations focused on
preparing the appropriate
conditions for resuming
diplomatic and technical
negotiations". The last
round of talks between the
US and Iran over the
Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme had been sched-
uled for last June but col-

lapsed after Israel's sur-
prise attack on Iran. In
recent weeks, Trump has
threatened to bomb Iran if
it does not reach a deal.
The US has sent thousands
of troops and what Trump
has described as an "arma-
da" to the region, includ-
ing an aircraft carrier
along with other warships
as well as fighter jets. Iran
has vowed to respond to an
attack with force, threat-
ening to strike American
military assets in the
Middle East and Israel.
For Iran's embattled lead-
ers, the talks could be the
last chance to avert US
military action that could
further destabilise the
regime, which analysts
say is in its weakest posi-
tion since it came to power
following the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. 

The brother of US news
presenter Savannah
Guthrie has renewed his
family's plea for proof
that their mother is still
alive after she disap-
peared last weekend. As
the first deadline from an
alleged ransom letter
passed, Camron Guthrie
said in a video posted to
Instagram that the family
had not heard anything
about their missing moth-
er, Nancy Guthrie.

The 84-year-old is
believed to have been
abducted from her home
in Tucson, Arizona in the
middle of the night. Police
launched a massive hunt,
with officials offering a
reward of $50,000 (£36,000)

for information that leads
to an arrest. "We have to
know that you have our
mum," Camron said in
the latest video message.
"We want to talk to you."
"We haven't heard any-
thing directly," he said in
the video, posted on
Thursday just after 17:00
local time in Arizona

(00:00 GMT). 
"We need you to reach
out, and we need a way to
communicate with you so
we can move forward." It
came as the first supposed
deadline for the Guthrie
family to hand over
money passed. At a brief-
ing on Thursday, FBI
Special Agent Heith

Janke said his agency
was reviewing an alleged
ransom note. It gave a
deadline for payment of
17:00 on Thursday, he
said, without specifying
which time zone, and had
a second deadline for
Monday.

No further information
was shared about what
was threatened if the
deadline was not met.
"We're not going to go into
specifics," Janke said. It
was announced the same
day that authorities had
made an arrest over a
fake ransom note. Earlier
in the week, Savannah
Guthrie shared an emo-
tional video message,
along with her siblings. 

Canada is set to open its
first diplomatic outpost in
Greenland in a significant
show of solidarity follow-
ing US President Donald
Trump's threats to take
control of the territory. A
delegation of senior
Canadian officials, includ-
ing Governor General
Mary Simon, and foreign
minister Anita Anand,
are travelling to Nuuk on
Friday to formally open
Canada's consulate,
accompanied by a
Canadian Coast Guard
ship. Ahead of the trip,
Simon said in a speech
that Canada "stands firm-
ly in support of the people
of Greenland who will
determine their own
future". Their visit comes
amid a similar trip made
by French officials, who
are due to open their own
consulate in the territory
the same day. The
Canadian and French
missions are a historic
expansion of foreign
engagement in
Greenland. Until this
week, only Iceland and
the US offered formal con-
sular services in Nuuk. It
is also a signal of the con-
tinued support offered by

Nato allies to Greenland,
after Trump repeatedly
stated that the US needs to
"own" it for national secu-
rity reasons. The presi-
dent has since walked his
comments back, saying
he is now exploring a
potential deal after talks
with Denmark, European
allies and Canada.
Greenland has been on
Canada's radar for some
time. The consulate was
first announced in early
2024, when Ottawa
reviewed its Arctic for-
eign policy. The opening
had been slated for late
2025, but that was delayed
due to bad weather. Now,
the consulate carries even
more weight, said
Michael Byers, a profes-
sor at the University of
British Columbia who
has authored several
books on the Arctic. "I'm
only surprised it hasn't
occurred sooner, given
the important connec-
tions between Greenland
and Arctic Canada," he
added. He noted that
Iqaluit, the capital of
Canada's northern terri-
tory of Nunavut, is only
an hour flight away from
Nuuk. 

The EU has told TikTok it
must change its "addictive
design" or face heavy fines,
after it found the video shar-
ing platform had breached
its online safety rules. It fol-
lows an investigation which
began in February 2024 into
the Chinese-owned app by
the European Commission.
In its preliminary findings,
the Commission said
TikTok did not "adequately
assess" how features like
autoplay could harm the
wellbeing of its users,
including children, and said
it failed to implement meas-
ures to mitigate the risks.
A TikTok spokesperson told
the BBC the findings pre-
sented a "categorically false
and entirely meritless depic-
tion of our platform" and it
planned to challenge them.
The platform has been invit-
ed to respond to the EU's
findings. Depending on the
outcome of this step, the
Commission could fine
TikTok up to 6% of its total
global annual turnover - esti-
mated to be in the tens of bil-
lions. EU tech chief Henna
Virkkunen told reporters if
TikTok wanted to avoid
being fined, it would have to
"change the design of their
service in Europe". The
Commission gave several
suggestions for actions the

platform could take, includ-
ing implementing "screen
time breaks" when people
are using it at night and
changing its algorithms,
which feed users person-
alised content. It also sug-
gested TikTok disable so-
called "infinite scroll", which
allows people to quickly
cycle through millions of
videos on the platform. "The
Digital Services Act makes
platforms responsible for the
effects they can have on
their users," Virkkunen
said. "In Europe, we enforce
our legislation to protect our
children and our citizens
online." 
Professor Sonia Livingstone
at the London School of
Economics said while
TikTok had introduced
some tools to improve the
online safety of its users, it
was not enough to comply
with the guidelines set down
by the EU. "Young people are
calling for such changes,"
she said. "They are frustrat-
ed that the platform does not
prioritise their wellbeing
over profit." And social
media expert Matt Navarra
said while the use of the
word addictive was "often
abused" in these debates, the
Commission's findings
seemed to be rooted in "true
behavioural science".

Canada and France to 
open Greenland consulates

after Trump demands

TikTok told to change
'addictive design' by EU

or face massive fines

IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS US
TALKS IN OMAN A 'GOOD BEGINNING'

Savannah Guthrie's brother renews 
plea for proof mother is alive

Donald Trump has
endorsed Japan's Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
ahead of a snap election in
her country on Sunday.
Takaichi has "already
proven to be a strong, pow-
erful, and wise leader... one
that truly loves her coun-
try," the US president wrote
in a Truth Social post on
Thursday, adding: "She will
not let the people of Japan
down!" While it is rare for
US presidents to publicly
back candidates in foreign
elections, Trump has done
so before, endorsing
Argentina's Javier Milei
and Hungary's Viktor
Orban most recently.
Takaichi has courted the
US president as Tokyo
seeks more stability in its
relationship with
Washington, its closest ally,
in the wake of Trump's tar-
iffs. Trump had threatened

a 25% tariff initially, but
Japan then struck a deal in
July to invest $550bn
(£407bn) in the US. In
exchange, Washington low-
ered import levies to 15%.
Takaichi, 64, became PM in
October after she won the
leadership race in her party
and secured enough sup-
port in parliament. But she
has called an election to
seek a public mandate. Just
one week after she took
office, Tokyo rolled out the
red carpet for Trump,
deploying a full military
guard of honour and band
to welcome him at the
Akasaka Palace, the gov-
ernment's state guesthouse.
It was her diplomatic debut,
and the optics were strik-
ing: Takaichi aboard the
aircraft carrier USS George
Washington, fists pumping
as the US president praised
her in front of thousands of

US soldiers, the images
then broadcast around the
world. She sought to por-
tray herself as a leader
Trump can and wants to do
business with and, perhaps
more importantly for the
president, someone he gets
along with personally. The
two leaders also see eye-to-
eye on defence. Trump
wants Tokyo to spend more
on its own security and so
does Takaichi, as sentiment
grows in Japan that it must

invest more in defence.
They heaped compliments
on each other during the
visit and signed a deal on
rare earths, as well as a doc-
ument heralding a new
"golden age" of US-Japan
relations. Takaichi
described Trump as a "part-
ner in a new golden era",
and praised his role in
bringing peace to the
Middle East. "In my visit to
Japan, I and all of my repre-
sentatives, were extremely

impressed with her,"
Trump wrote in his Truth
Social post on Thursday,
noting that the two coun-
tries have made progress in
national security coopera-
tion and on the economic
front. 
Trump also said he would
welcome Takaichi to the
White House on 19 March.
Trump had threatened a
25% tariff initially, but
Japan then struck a deal in
July to invest $550bn
(£407bn) in the US. In
exchange, Washington low-
ered import levies to 15%.
Takaichi, 64, became PM in
October after she won the
leadership race in her party
and secured enough sup-
port in parliament. But she
has called an election to
seek a public mandate. Just
one week after she took
office, Tokyo rolled out the
red carpet for Trump,

deploying a full military
guard of honour and band
to welcome him at the
Akasaka Palace, the gov-
ernment's state guesthouse.
It was her diplomatic debut,
and the optics were strik-
ing: Takaichi aboard the
aircraft carrier USS George
Washington, fists pumping
as the US president praised
her in front of thousands of
US soldiers, the images
then broadcast around the
world. She sought to por-
tray herself as a leader
Trump can and wants to do
business with and, perhaps
more importantly for the
president, someone he gets
along with personally. The
two leaders also see eye-to-
eye on defence. Trump
wants Tokyo to spend more
on its own security and so
does Takaichi, as sentiment
grows in Japan that it must
invest more in defence. 

Trump endorses Japan's Takaichi ahead of snap election

Two commemorative coins,
released by the Royal
Australian Mint and bearing
a portrait of Queen Elizabeth
II, have been criticised for
their lack of resemblance to
the late monarch. The $5
(£2.56) and 50 cent silver coins,
created to commemorate the
centenary of the Queen's
birth, were released in an
online ballot that closed on
Wednesday. "That's got to be
the most unpleasant portrait
on a coin," said one of several

people who reacted negative-
ly online. The Royal
Australian Mint defended the
portrait, saying: "Our coin
images don't always capture
the full beauty of a design
once it's etched in metal."
Queen Elizabeth II died in
2022 at the age of 96 and was
the UK's longest serving
monarch. "There's a reason
most portraits are from the
side. Looks like she just ran
into a wall," one person com-
mented underneath a
Facebook post from the mint.
"If I saw that face without the
hairdo and pearls, would
never guess who it was meant
to be," another said.
Comparisons have been
made with various TV char-
acters, including Mrs
Doubtfire - the beloved fiction-
al housekeeper in the comedy
film of the same name, played
by the late Robin Williams. 

COIN PORTRAIT OF LATE
QUEEN DRAWS CRITICISM IN

AUSTRALIA

A high-profile general in
Russia's military has been
shot several times and
wounded in Moscow. Lt
Gen Vladimir Alexeyev
was immediately taken to
hospital after the attack in a
residential block of flats on
the north-western outskirts
of the Russian capital and
his condition is unknown.
Alexeyev is number two in
the main directorate of
Russia's GRU military intel-
ligence and the latest high-
ranking military figure to
have been targeted in the
capital since the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine began
almost four years ago. He
was placed under European
Union and UK sanctions
after the GRU was accused
of being behind the 2018
nerve agent attack in
Salisbury in the UK. "The
victim has been hospi-
talised at one of the city's
hospitals," said Svetlana
Petrenko of Russia's
Investigations Committee,
which said it opened a crim-
inal case for attempted
murder. The gunman fled
and investigators searched
CCTV footage for clues and

began interviewing wit-
nesses. A neighbour of
Alexeyev told the Reuters
news agency she had been
woken up by the sound of
"several" shots and had
then heard another neigh-
bour screaming for help.
"This is all I heard. Other
neighbours rushed out, too.
They asked how they could
help, should they call ambu-
lance and police, but she
had already called them."
Alexeyev has played a sig-
nificant role during the war
in Ukraine, taking part in
talks with Ukraine during
the Russian siege of the city
of Mariupol in 2022. He was
also sent to negotiate with
the head of the Wagner
mercenary group.

RUSSIAN GENERAL
SHOT SEVERAL

TIMES IN MOSCOW



11HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026                  

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.comsPORTS HYDERABAD
saturday february 7, 2026

ICC TV is set to deliver
another world-class immer-
sive viewing experience for
cricket fans around the
globe at the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2026 in India
and Sri Lanka. Alongside
live coverage of every
match, ICC TV will provide
a comprehensive world
feed service to licensees,
ensuring consistent, high-
quality coverage across all
markets. Viewers will have
access to every match of the
tournament through an
extensive broadcast offer-
ing that includes a pre-
match show, innings inter-
val programme, post-match
wrap-up and daily high-
lights shows capturing the
full story of the competi-
tion, right from the opening
fixture through to the final.
The tournament will be

delivered by six dedicated
production crews operating
across the eight venues in
India and Sri Lanka, sup-
ported by eight broadcast
kits deploying up to 45 cam-
eras to capture the action
with depth, precision and
editorial flexibility. ICC TV

will collaborate closely
with production services
partner JioStar and equip-
ment services partner NEP
to bring the event to life. In
total, approximately 720
broadcast professionals
will be involved in deliver-
ing the event, spanning pro-

duction, technical opera-
tions, editorial, graphics,
data and broadcast man-
agement roles. 
The broadcast workforce
reflects the international
nature of the tournament,
bringing together expertise
from more than 20 nation-
alities. The Voices of the
Game An illustrious com-
mentary panel featuring
some of the game's most
celebrated voices will
deliver expert insight and
analysis, ensuring fans
experience every moment
of the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup in all its colour and
intensity. Renowned
broadcasters Ravi Shastri,
Nasser Hussain, Ian Smith
and Ian Bishop will head-
line the dynamic commen-
tary team for this year's
tournament. 

Zinc Football Academy (ZFA)
continued its impressive run
in the AIFF Under-18 Elite
League 2025-26, remaining
unbeaten after ten matches
and sitting at the top of Group
B with just four matches
remaining in the Zonal
Round. The AIFF Under-18
Elite League Zonal Round
began in November 2025 and
will run until March 2026,
with each team playing 14
matches in a home-and-away
format across various zonal
venues. Zinc Football
Academy hosts its home
matches across two venues -
Hindustan Zinc Stadium,
Debari, and MKM Stadium,
Zawar, while travelling
across cities for the away fix-
tures. ZFA's strong position
in Group B has been built on

consistency across both
home and away matches. So
far, the Academy have defeat-
ed Rajasthan United 7-0 and 2-
0, Delhi FC 11-0 and 5-1,
Sudeva Delhi FC 5-0, Juba
Sangha FC 3-0, Lake City FC
3-0, and Lucknow Falcons FC
5-0, while playing evenly con-
tested draws against Techtro
Lucknow FC (0-0), and Juba

Sangha FC (2-2). With 8 wins
and 2 draws, ZFA sit top of
the table with 26 points from
10 matches, closely followed
by Sudeva Delhi FC with 22
points from 9 matches. ZFA
have showcased a free-flow-
ing attack, scoring an impres-
sive 43 goals so far. Striker
Ashish Chetry has led from
the front with 19 goals in ten

matches, including three hat-
tricks. Currently, he stands
third in the overall top scor-
ers' chart. Zawar's local tal-
ents Himesh Meena, consid-
ered the heart of the team by
his coach, and Ritik Meena,
known for delivering in big
moments, have been equally
influential, scoring goals con-
sistently. ZFA have also been
rock solid in defence, conced-
ing just three goals in ten
matches, including an
impressive eight cleansheets.
With just four matches
remaining in the zonal round
- three at home and one away
in Delhi, ZFA will aim to
maintain their momentum as
they push towards qualifica-
tion for the Final Round of
the AIFF Under-18 Elite
League 2025-26.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi cap-
tivated the crowd with yet
another explosive innings
in the U19 World Cup 2026
final against England on
Friday in Harare. The
young prodigy brought up
his century in just 55 balls,
giving India a commanding
position in the match. His
knock included six fours
and six sixes, making it the
fastest century by an
Indian in U19 World Cup
history. The 14-year-old
from Bihar broke the previ-
ous record held by Raj
Angad Bawa, who had
reached a hundred in 69
balls against Uganda in
2022. Suryavanshi became
the first India batter ever to
score a century under sixty
balls in an U19 World Cup
match.  In the overall tour-
nament records,
Suryavanshi became the
second fastest centurion in
U19 World Cup history,
beating Qasim Akram of
Pakistan, who brought up
his ton in 63 balls against
Sri Lanka in 2022.
Australia's Will Malajczuk

holds the mark for the
fastest century in the U19
World Cup, achieving the
milestone in 51 balls
against Japan in the 2026
edition. 
Fastest U19 WC hundreds
(by balls faced) 51 - Will
Malajczuk (AUS) vs Japan,
Windhoek, 2026 55 -
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
(IND) vs ENG, Harare, 2026
63 - Qasim Akram (PAK) vs
SL, North Sound, 2022 65 -
Ben Mayes (ENG) vs SCOT,
Harare, 2026 69 - Raj Bawa
(IND) vs Uganda, Tarouba,
2022 Suryavanshi ended his
knock at 175 off 80, consist-
ing of 15 boundaries and 15

sixes. He became the first
player in the world to score
150 in an U19 World Cup
final match. Along with
surpassing Bawa's record,
Suryavanshi also overtook
South Africa's Dewald
Brevis for the most sixes
hit in a single U19 World
Cup edition. Suryavanshi
smashed 30 sixes in this
tournament, eclipsing
Brevis' tally of 18 from 2022.
Earlier in the day, India
Under-19 captain Ayush
Mhatre won the toss and
elected to bat first against
England in the ICC U19
World Cup 2026 final at the
Harare Sports Club. 

The ICC Men's T20 World
Cup 2026 will burst into life
on Saturday evening with a
high-energy opening cere-
mony at Mumbai's iconic
Wankhede Stadium, setting
the tone for an action-
packed tournament before
co-hosts India face the USA.
Starting at 6 pm IST, the
ceremony will transform
the stadium into a single,
immersive stage, combin-
ing live music and large-
scale choreography, fol-
lowed by the arrival of the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
Trophy. The show opens
with a powerful musical
medley from Rishab
Sharma and Shivamani,
before the ICC Men's T20
World Cup Trophy makes a
spectacular arrival, carried
into the stadium by a jet-
pack performer in a

moment designed to capti-
vate fans inside the
Wankhede Stadium. The
tournament trophy will be
greeted by ICC Chairman
Jay Shah and former India
captain Rohit Sharma - who
led the defending champi-
ons to glory at the previous
edition in 2024 - who,
accompanied by 20 children
representing every partici-

pating country, will formal-
ly declare the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup 2026 open.
Star performers Following
the trophy's arrival, fans
will be treated to headline
singing and dance showcas-
es, with chart-topping star
Badshah delivering a high-
energy live performance
before Nora Fatehi takes
centre stage for a dynamic

dance spectacular, support-
ed by a large cast of
dancers. The ceremony cul-
minates with both artists
coming together for a grand
finale. The ceremony has
been designed to reflect the
pace and energy of T20
cricket, with the field of
play acting as a unified
visual canvas and the offi-
cial tournament logo form-
ing the main performance
stage. The show will close
with a stunning pyrotech-
nic display before the fire-
works begin on the pitch
with India vs USA starting
at 7 pm IST. Only ticket
holders for the match will
be able to attend the
Opening Ceremony, with
those fans strongly encour-
aged to arrive early to
ensure they do not miss any
part of the show.

Despite Questioning ICC And India, Ex-England Captain
Included In Commentary Panel For T20 World Cup

ZFA Unbeaten In Ten Matches, Top Of Group
B In AIFF Elite League 2025-26

Pep Guardiola defended
his stance of speaking up
about global conflicts by
asking, "why should I not
express what I feel, just
because I am a manag-
er?" On Tuesday, the
Manchester City boss
said he wants to use his
position to "speak up to
be a better society" as he
talked at a football news
conference about the
"hurt" he feels for victims
of global conflict.
Guardiola received both
praise and criticism for
his passionate words,
with Jewish community
leaders advising the
Spaniard to "focus on
football" and "be more
careful in his future lan-
guage". 
But the 55-year-old did
not back down when
asked to respond to those
comments by BBC Sport,
saying: "To be honest, I
didn't say anything spe-
cial. I don't feel that."
Last week, Guardiola
gave a speech in support
of Palestinian children at
a charity event in his
home city of Barcelona.
He used the news confer-
ence before Manchester

City's Carabao Cup semi-
final second leg against
Newcastle to speak about
children being killed and
injured in conflict zones
across the world, saying
the footage he sees "hurts
me". He referenced con-
flicts in Palestine,
Ukraine, Sudan and even
recent shootings by
Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agents in the
United States. The
Jewish Representative
Council of Greater
Manchester & Region
said Manchester City
have been "let down" by
Guardiola "repeatedly
straying into commen-
tary on international
affairs". Speaking in his
news conference before
Sunday's Premier League
game at Liverpool,
Guardiola said: "Why
should I not express what
I feel, just because I am a
manager? I don't agree
but I respect absolutely
all opinions. "What I said
basically is how many
conflicts are there right
now all around the
world? How many? A lot -
I condemn all of them. 

WHY SHOULD I NOT
EXPRESS HOW I FEEL? -

GUARDIOLA

Vaibhav Suryavanshi Achieves Huge
Record In U19 World Cup Final. No

Other Player Has Ever Done It

T20 World Cup Opening Ceremony Details: From Nora
Fatehi To Badshah - Full List Of Performers And Timing

Smriti Mandhana was at her
aggressive best in the
Women's Premier League
(WPL) 2026 final. The Royal
Challengers Bengaluru skip-
per smashed a 41-ball 87 as
her team chased down a 204-
run target against the Delhi
Capitals in 19.4 overs.
Mandhana finished as the
highest run-scorer of the
WPL 2026 after leading her
side to their second title at
the BCA Stadium in
Vadodara on Thursday. The
29-year-old ended the season
with 377 runs in nine
innings and claimed the
Orange Cap for the first
time. Mandhana scored her
runs at an average of 53.86
and a strike rate of 150. Her
highest individual score of
the season (96 off 61 balls)
came against the Delhi
Capitals during the league

stage. She also played a
match-winning knock of 87
in the final, helping RCB lift
the trophy for the second
time after their maiden title
in the 2024 season. After the
match, the RCB coach
revealed that Smriti had
been running a fever a day

before the final. "Smriti,
thank you so much for being
such a wonderful captain
and for turning up for this
game without any com-
plaints. I know how ill you
were last night. The effort
you put in... For people who
didn't know, she had a fever

of 103 degree F last evening,"
said RCB coach Malolan
Rangarajan in his dressing-
room speech. He went on to
say that Mandhana saved
her best innings for the final.
"Massive, massive flu. She
was seriously unwell with a
high fever. But she turned
up and didn't show it -
nobody in the team knew.
Not for a second did she
show it. That's the person
Smriti is. When I spoke to
her this afternoon, she said,
'Nahi, Malo, koi problem
nahi (No, Malo, there's no
problem), I'll be there.' That's
her work ethic," Rangarajan
said after the six-wicket win.
"I think she saved one of her
best innings for the final," he
added. "The way she batted
was... inhuman? I don't even
know the right word. So
classy, so elegant.

Smriti Mandhana Was Down With 103 Degree Fever Before
WPL 2026 Final, Nobody In RCB Knew About Illness

For Pakistan, if they indeed
go ahead with their boycott
of the Group A game against
India, their remaining
group-stage matches
against the Netherlands,
Namibia and the USA will
become crucial. In fact, the
Salman Ali Agha-led team
will need to win those
matches to advance to the
next stage. Ahead of their
first match against the
Netherlands on Saturday,
Salman said they are ready
to drop big names like
Babar Azam and Fakhar
Zaman if they don't fit the
combination. "Jo best com-
bination hain, hum wohi
khilane ki koshish karenge
(We will try to play the best
combination)," Agha said.
"Usme agar koi senior play-
ers, Fakhar or Babar fit
nahi hote toh hum unko
nahi khilayenge (If senior
players like Fakhar or
Babar don't fit into that
combination, we won't play
them). Hum wohi khi-

layenge jo team ke liye best
hain (We will play only
those who are best for the
team)." He went on to high-
light that he took Babar and
Fakhar's names only as
examples. "Fakhar ne, I
think, peechhle 10 saal mein
Pakistan ke liye bohot per-

formance ki hain (I think
Fakhar has performed a lot
for Pakistan over the last 10
years)," he said. "Waise hi
Babar ne bhi bohot perform-
ance ki hain (Similarly,
Babar has also delivered
many performances). Meri
full support un logon ke liye

hain (They have my full
support). Lekin jo team ke
liye behtar hain, hum play-
ing XI wohi banayenge (But
we will pick the playing XI
that is best for the team)."
Ali Agha later confirmed he
would remain at No. 3 for
the rest of the series against
Australia and the start of
the T20 World Cup, as he

believes it suits his style of
targeting quick runs
against opposition spinners.
"Yes, I'll be batting at No. 3
(in the future)," Ali Agha
said. "We expect to face a lot
of spin, and I believe I can
dominate spin during the
Powerplay. That's why I
moved up, and that is where
I'll stay," he added.

"Nahi Khilayenge": Pakistan Captain Salman
Ali Agha Ready To Drop Babar Azam, Fakhar

Zaman If Needed At T20 World Cup

"People joke that I only
did it because he didn't do
his homework," says for-
mer Premier League ref-
eree Jon Moss about the
time he sent off James
Milner. Twenty-four
years after making his
debut, Milner, 40, will
equal the record for most
Premier League appear-
ances if he features for
Brighton against Crystal
Palace on Sunday. A stel-
lar career spanning more
than two decades, six top-
flight clubs, 652 Premier
League appearances, 61
England caps, three
Premier League titles,
two FA Cups and one
Champions League tri-
umph has also delivered
some unexpected
moments. Like the time
Milner - known as 'Millie',
external by those close to

him - was sent off by
Moss, his former teacher
at Westbrook Lane
Primary School in
Horsforth, Leeds, while
playing for Liverpool
against Crystal Palace in
2019. "He said I couldn't
wait to get my card out,"
laughs Moss about dis-
missing his former pupil
after switching careers.
"People say I'm the only
teacher to send off one of
his pupils in a Premier
League game. We can
both laugh about it now."
Milner is set to go level
with Gareth Barry, who
played 653 times, at the
top of the all-time Premier
League appearance list
some 8,491 days after mak-
ing his debut for home-
town club Leeds United
soon after leaving school
in 2002.

From £70 a week to 
brink of Premier League

record 24 years later

For Pakistan, if they indeed go ahead with their
boycott of the Group A game against India, their
remaining group-stage matches against the
Netherlands, Namibia and the USA will become cru-
cial. In fact, the Salman Ali Agha-led team will need to
win those matches to advance to the next stage. Ahead
of their first match against the Netherlands on
Saturday, Salman said they are ready to drop big names
like Babar Azam and Fakhar Zaman if they don't fit the
combination. "Jo best combination hain, hum wohi khi-
lane ki koshish karenge (We will try to play the best
combination)," Agha said. 

 Highlights
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he film 'Euphoria'
starred Sara Arjun,
Nassar, Rohit and
Vignesh Gavireddy in
the lead role of

Bhumika. Presented by
Ragini Guna and produced
by Neelima Guna and
Yuktha Guna, this film
directed by sensational direc-
tor Guna Shekhar was
released on February 6. In
the success celebrations
organized on this occasion on
Friday... Director
Gunasekhar said that the
movie "Euphoria" is receiv-
ing good praise from the
morning show. I thought
youth will come after seeing
this title. But the family audi-
ence is also coming.
Bhumikagaru and Sara
Arjun may be the reason for
that. Very good response.
Whatever we expect from the
movie comes. We tried to say
hard hitting, not in regular
commercial style, not follow-
ing any formula. It gets a

good response.
Congratulations from all
friends. Leaving the regular
format and making a film
with new actors on such a
large scale is considered dar-
ing. It is said that we have
made the film so that all sec-
tions of the audience can
appreciate such a bold con-
tent without any problem.
Appreciating that we are see-
ing Gunasekhar anew feels
like a great compliment. I
tried with euphoria to rein-
vent myself. That effort is
appreciated by many today.
It is said that he is thinking
like a new director. In the
promotions of this movie, we
have created the topics of
adolescence, parenting and
social impact in a very realis-
tic and commercial
approach.  We have shown
the conflict between mother
and son. Family audiences
are saying that they are
enjoying the suspense in the
second half of the movie.

Viewers say that they have
not seen such a standard cli-
max lately. The movie was
engaging from the first frame
to the last frame. Our film
was well understood and ana-
lyzed by the audience as well
as the reviewers. You have to
watch this movie in theaters
and enjoy it.We believe in
word of mouth. It should be
spread more positively to
everyone. "Intillipadi is a
beautiful film that we have
made for everyone to see," he
said. Prithvi Addala said, "I
am very happy to see the
response to the movie
'Euphoria' since morning.
Hard hitting, bold move.
Gunasekhar's dare can be
understood after watching
the movie. The first staff is
said to be very gripping. I was
happy to see the emotional
scenes between mother and
son in the second half.
Coming to you as Psycho
Sahil with a movie like this is
a good experience.

umbai: After the
much-awaited action
drama King, all eyes
are on Shah Rukh

Khan’s next big-screen proj-
ect. The wait may soon be
over, as fresh reports sug-
gest that the superstar is
gearing up for a return with
a sequel to one of his most
popular films, Main Hoon
Na. According to a latest
report by Pinkvilla, Main
Hoon Na 2 has emerged as
the front-runner to be SRK’s
next film after King. The
development also points to a
likely reunion between SRK
and filmmaker Farah Khan
after nearly 12 years. Their
last collaboration was the
2014 hit Happy New Year.

MAIN HOON NA 2
UPDATES
Sources quoted in the report
reveal that Farah Khan has
cracked an exciting concept
for the sequel, with King
Khan expected to play a
double role. The idea is said
to retain the soul of the orig-
inal film while taking the
story forward on a much

larger scale. The narrative
reportedly revolves around
a new threat to India and
will balance patriotism,
action, comedy and emo-
tion, much like the 2004
original.  Interestingly, the
core story idea for Main
Hoon Na 2 is said to have
come from Shah Rukh
Khan himself. The screen-
play is currently being
developed by writer Aakash
Kaushik, with the writing
process in full swing. The
report further states that
Shah Rukh Khan is expect-
ed to hear the complete nar-
ration of Main Hoon Na 2
after wrapping up the shoot
of King around May 2026. A
final decision on the project
will be taken after the nar-
ration.

SRK, FARAH KHAN’S
HIT FILMS
Shah Rukh Khan and Farah
Khan share a successful cre-
ative history, having deliv-
ered iconic films such as
Main Hoon Na (2004), Om
Shanti Om (2007) and Happy
New Year (2014). 

Mahesh Chandra has earned
a good reputation as a direc-
tor with films like “Preyasi
Raave, Ayodhya Ramayya,
Cheppalani Undi, Joruga
Husharuga, Okkade,
Hanumanthu, Aalasyam
Amrutham, and Red Alert”.
His latest film is
‘Pithapuramlo’, with the
subtitle ‘Ala Modalaindi’.
The film stars ‘Natakireeti’
Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Prudhviraj, Kedar Shankar,
Manichandana, Jayavahini,
and Annapurnamma in lead
roles.  Dasari Padma, Sunny
Akhil, Virat, Sai Praneeth,
Srilu, Prathyusha, Rehana,
Jr. Pawan Kalyan, J.D.V
Prasad, K.A. Paul Ramu,
Jabardasth Seshu, and oth-
ers will be seen in key roles.
The film is being produced
by Dundigalla Balakrishna,
Akula Suresh Patel, and
F.M. Murali (Godari
Kittayya) under the Mahesh

Chandra Cinema Team ban-
ner.  The shooting has been
completed, and the film is
currently in the post-produc-
tion stage. The release date
will be announced soon. On
this occasion, director
Mahesh Chandra said, “This
is a story of three fathers'
anguish, which might seem
like a story about three girls.

This is a real story that this
internet generation needs to
know. While watching this
film, it will feel like you are
seeing the society around
you, many families, and the
lives of many people. But
don't think of this as a purely
sentimental film. It has love,
romance, entertainment,
good punchy dialogues, and

beautiful songs. It has all the
elements to attract both the
youth and family audiences.
Everyone knows how much
the name 'Pithapuram' has
been in the news recently.
We have crafted this story
based on that background.
We will announce the
release date soon,” he said.
Congratulations to Dr.
Rajendra Prasad on receiv-
ing the Padma Shri Award
It is known that 'Natakireeti'
Dr. Rajendra Prasad recent-
ly received the prestigious
Padma Shri award.  The film
crew extended their heart-
felt congratulations to him
on this honor, which he
received for his services to
the Telugu film industry.
Mahesh Chandra expressed
his happiness that
'Pithapuram' is Dr. Rajendra
Prasad's first film to be
released after receiving the
Padma Shri award. 

hiranjeevi –
Nayanthara enter-
tainer, to stream
from February 11th
on ZEE5! ‘Mana

Shankara Vara Prasad
Garu’ film to stream in
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi
and Bengali After setting
the box office on fire this
Sankranthi, the Telugu
blockbuster Mana
Shankara Vara Prasad
Garu is all set to make its
grand digital debut on
ZEE5 on February 11th.
The platform has acquired
the exclusive digital rights
of the
Chiranjeevi–Nayanthara
starrer, which has emerged
as one of the biggest suc-
cesses of the season. As
announced earlier during
the Sankranthi campaign,
the film will stream on
ZEE5 from across all lan-
guages available on the
platform, ensuring massive
reach among Telugu dias-
pora and South Asian audi-
ences globally. Written and
directed by Anil Ravipudi,
Mana Shankara Vara
Prasad Garu features
Megastar Chiranjeevi in a
powerful yet endearing
avatar, alongside
Venkatesh Daggubati,
Nayanthara and Catherine
Tresa. This family enter-
tainer is deeply rooted in
emotion, humour and rela-
tionships, while also deliv-
ering edge-of-the-seat
drama. Blending action,
comedy, emotion and fami-

ly drama, the film follows a
national security officer’s
(Chiranjeevi) journey to
protect his estranged fami-
ly while rediscovering
love, responsibility, and
redemption. With
Chiranjeevi’s enduring
screen legacy and
Nayanthara’s wide appeal
across the country, the film
found strong resonance
with audiences during its
theatrical run. Speaking

about the digital premiere,
Chiranjeevi said, “Mana
Shankara Vara Prasad
Garu is a film that cele-
brates family, relation-
ships and resilience, all
wrapped in entertainment.
The love the audience has
shown us in theatres has
been truly overwhelming.
I’m happy that through
ZEE5, the film will now
reach even more viewers
across languages and coun-

tries. It’s always special
when a story travels
beyond cinemas and
becomes a part of people’s
homes.” Nayanthara
added, “This film has a
beautiful emotional core
along with humour and
action, and that balance is
what makes it special.
Working with Chiranjeevi
garu and the entire team
was a wonderful experi-
ence. I’m excited that audi-

ences who may have
missed it in theatres can
now watch Mana Shankara
Vara Prasad Garu on ZEE5
and enjoy the journey from
the comfort of their
homes.” Venkatesh
Daggubati said, “What I
love about Mana Shankara
Vara Prasad Garu is how it
blends large-scale enter-
tainment with heartfelt
relationships. Working
with Chiranjeevi garu for
the first time made this
journey even more special.
I’m glad the film is now
reaching audiences world-
wide through ZEE5 in mul-
tiple languages, allowing
families everywhere to
experience its emotion,
humour and drama togeth-
er.” Director Anil Ravipudi
added, “This film was
designed as a complete fam-
ily entertainer, something
rooted in emotions, laugh-
ter and thrilling moments.
The theatrical response
has been extremely encour-
aging, and I believe the
story will connect even
more strongly on OTT.
With ZEE5 streaming it
across all languages, Mana
Shankara Vara Prasad
Garu will now reach homes
across markets and cul-
tures, which is truly excit-
ing for us as creators.” Get
ready to relive the block-
buster magic as the film is
streaming from February
11th, exclusively on ZEE5
in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi
and Bengali languages!

‘Mana Shankara Vara Prasad
Garu’, the blockbuster

T

Thanks to the audience for
supporting the movie 'Euphoria':

Director Gunasekhar

IS MAIN HOON NA 2
FINALLY HAPPENING? 
SRK’S NEXT FILM

UPDATE OUT

‘Pithapuramlo’ is Dr. Rajendra Prasad's first film to
be released after receiving the ‘Padma Shri’ award

umbai: Actors
Madhuri Dixit and
Triptii Dimri will
headline Netflix’s

upcoming comedy thriller
film “Maa Behen”, which
also features Ravi Kishan.
The movie was announced
by Netflix on Tuesday dur-
ing an event unveiling its
India slate for 2026. “Maa
Behen” centres on Rekha
and her two daughters, Jaya
and Sushma, who find
themselves at the centre of
attention in their conserva-
tive neighbourhood after an
unexpected incident leaves
their neighbour’s dead body
in their kitchen. The film is
directed by Suresh Triveni,
known for “Tumahri Sulu”
and “Jalsa”. The story is by
Triveni and Pooja Tolani,
with the screenplay and dia-
logues written by Tolani.
The film is produced by
Vikram Malhotra and
Suresh Triveni under
Abundantia Entertainment,
in association with Opening
Image Films. Dixit said it
was the dark-comedy tone
and the script that drew her

to the film. “When Sureshji
came to me with the script, I
was immediately interested
because I’m a big admirer of
him and his work. When he
narrated the story, it felt
like a story of a dysfunction-
al family, and I really
enjoyed listening to it,”
Madhuri said. “I wanted to
do it because I haven’t done
a comedy in a long time.
That was the main reason.
Once we all came together
on set, the camaraderie and
the understanding were
amazing, it was immedi-
ate,” she added. During the
presentation, hosts
Aparshakti Khurana and
Jamie Lever urged the actor
to dance to her iconic 1990s
hit “Dhak Dhak Karne
Laga” from the 1992 film
Beta, to which Madhuri
gladly obliged, recreating
her signature moves much
to the audience’s delight.
Triptii said she has been a
huge fan of Madhuri. “It
was like one happy family
working together, the credit
goes to the director, produc-
er and writer. 

MADHURI DIXIT, TRIPTII
DIMRI TO STAR IN
NETFLIX COMEDY

THRILLER ‘MAA BEHEN’

M Narendra Modi
Biopic ‘Maa Vande’
Completes First
Schedule in

Hyderabad
Maa Vande’ Makers
Announce Schedule Wrap
with BTS Pictures from
Sets
The makers of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
biopic Maa Vande, star-
ring Unni Mukundan,
have successfully
wrapped the film’s first
schedule in Hyderabad.
The announcement was
made by the team through
the release of behind-the-
scenes pictures from the
sets, offering an early
glimpse into the making
of the ambitious biogra-
phical drama. The
Hyderabad schedule
began on an auspicious
note with a traditional
pooja, following which
several key portions of
the film were filmed.

Marking the completion
of this phase, the produc-
tion team is now set to
move into the next sched-
ule in Kashmir. The BTS
images shared by the
makers also featured
moments from the sets,
including director
Kranthi Kumar C.H.
alongside Unni

Mukundan.
Titled Maa Vande, the
film is a biographical
drama inspired by the life
journey of Narendra
Modi, tracing a story root-
ed in values, purpose, and
resilience. The project
was announced on the
Prime Minister’s birth-
day in September and is

being mounted on a grand
canvas with international
production standards and
strong technical values.
The film is produced by
Veer Reddy M. and writ-
ten and directed by
Kranthi Kumar C.H. Maa
Vande brings together an
acclaimed technical team
comprising action direc-
tor King Solomon, pro-
duction designer Sabu
Cyril, editor Sreekar
Prasad, director of pho-
tography K.K. Senthil
Kumar, and music com-
poser Ravi Basrur. The
collective body of work of
the team includes land-
mark films such as
Baahubali and Salaar,
with Basrur’s music hav-
ing defined the sound-
scape of KGF. Their asso-
ciation underlines the
makers’ intent to deliver
the biopic on a large-
scale, cinematic platform
befitting its subject.

PM Narendra Modi Biopic ‘Maa Vande’ Wraps First
Schedule in Hyderabad; Kashmir Schedule Next
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