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b Telangana Neglected in Union
negotiating Budget focuses on pushing growth, reforms,

and jobs across sectors: FM Nirmala

Budget, Says Bhatti

with US

NEW DELHI (TSIT): Finance India’s healthcare system, with
Washington, Feb 1: US Hyderabad (TSIT): Deputy Minister Nirmala Sitharaman a substantial enhancement in
President Donald Trump Chief Minister Bhatti on Sunday said that the Union the allocation for the Ministry

Budget 202627 is designed to
accelerate economic growth
and create more jobs across
sectors. Addressing journalists
after the presentation of the
budget, the Finance Minister
said: "The Budget focuses on
building an ecosystem with
structural reforms to improve
productivity and create an
environment that ensures
employment generation across
sectors. It is designed to main-
tain growth momentum
through sustained economic
expansion."

The emphasis on growth,
reforms and job creation
reflects the government’s push
for a tech-driven and inclusive
economic framework, she said.
Explaining the fine print of her
key proposals, the Finance
Minister highlighted that the
Rs 10,000 crore outlay ear-
marked in the Budget for the
biopharma sector is aimed at
ensuring India maintains its
leadership in the global bio-
pharma industry.

"Budget proposing Rs 10,000
crore investment in biopharma
sector over next five years
ensures India maintains lead
in the sector," she remarked.

The Finance Minister also
highlighted that in this year’s
budget, health has been given
equal importance, with special
emphasis on mental health.
The Budget marks a significant
milestone in the government’s
ongoing efforts to strengthen

of Health & Family Welfare to
Rs 1,06,530.42 crores, reflecting
an increase of nearly 10 per
centover the Revised Estimates
of F'Y 2025-26.

Her budget proposals include
the creation of 1 lakh Allied
Health Professionals (AHPSs) in
10 disciplines, like optometry,
radiology, anaesthesia, over
the next five years as part of
the Budget proposals. Besides,
more emergency and trauma
centres, as well as mental
health institutions like
NIMHANS, are to be set up.
Sitharaman also announced
that as many as 1.5 lakh care-
givers would be created for
geriatric and NSQF-aligned
programmes in the country.

She also expressed optimism
about India’s new rare earth
corridors proposed in the bud-
get. She cited the example of
the success achieved in the
development of the existing
defence corridors to illustrate
her point.She further stated
that this budget is the first one
in the second quarter of the
century, leading towards the
vision of becoming a developed
nation by 2047, along with
"Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas".
Asked why the Union Budget
2026-27 did not give special
emphasis to states with upcom-
ing elections like West Bengal,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu,
Finance Minister Sitharaman
quipped: "The government
faces criticism either way."

said that Iran is negotiating
with the United States."The
plan is that (Iran is) talking
to us, and we'll see if we
can do something.
Otherwise, we'll see what
happens," Trump told a Fox
News correspondent.He
added that "the last time
they negotiated, we had to

Vikramarka Mallu on Sunday
alleged that Telangana has
been treated unfairly in the
Union Budget presented in
Parliament, stating that the
state received no significant
allocations despite repeated
representations by the state
government.

Addressing a media confer-
ence at Praja Bhavan, he said
the 53.47 lakh crore Union
Budget presented by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman failed to provide
support for several priority
projects proposed by the
Telangana government.

Bhatti Vikramarka said
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, ministers and MPs had
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Finance Minister
multiple times seeking funds
for projects such as Musi River
rejuvenation, Regional Ring
Road, Hyderabad Metro Rail
expansion, and major -city
infrastructure, but these were
not reflected in the budget.

He expressed disappoint-
ment that Telangana was not
considered in key national ini-
tiatives relating to bio-phar-
ma, electronics, semiconduc-
tors and medical value hubs.
Stating that Hyderabad has
global recognition as a pharma
hub and a strong electronics
ecosystem, he said the Centre
should have prioritized
Telangana in these sectors.

Deputy CM also objected to

take out their nuclear. It
didn't work, you know.
Then we took it out a differ-
ent way, and we'll see what
happens.""We have a big
fleet heading out there, big-
ger than we had -- and still
have, actually -- in
Venezuela," Trump said.
Trump also said the United
States could not share mili-
tary plans with Gulf allies
while negotiating with
Iran."We can't tell them the
plan. If I told them the plan,
it would be almost as bad
as telling you the plan -- it
could be worse, actually,”
Trump said, responding to
reports that Gulf allies
remain in the dark about
potential US intervention
plans involving Iran.

budget did not adequately
address the needs of SCs,
STs and minorities and
warned that weakening of
the rural employment guar-
antee scheme would hurt the
rural p oor.

He appealed to all Telangana
MPs to rise above political dif-
ferences and jointly submit
representations to the Prime
Minister and Union Finance
Minister seeking fair alloca-
tions for the state. He reiterat-
ed that the state government
believes in democratic gover-
nance and not vendetta poli-
tics, and expressed hope that
future budgets would better
support Telangana’s develop-
ment goals.

Hyderabad-centric Orange
Economy initiatives being
shifted to Mumbali, noting that
Hyderabad is a major center
for audio-visual media, gam-
ing and creative industries.
He further said Telangana
was overlooked in tourism
promotion despite having
UNESCO-recognized heritage
sites, major forest reserves
and internationally known
tribal festivals. He added that
the state was also not included
in rare earth mineral and
advanced manufacturing ini-
tiatives even though Singareni
regions are undertaking relat-
ed processing activities.
Raising welfare concerns,
Bhatti Vikramarka said the

The Budget 2026-27
has simplified the cus-
toms regime by ratio-

nalising exemptions,
waiving customs duty

on 17 cancer drugs,
while easing haggage
rules and reducing
duty to 10 per cent on
goods imported for
personal use...

‘BLIND TO INDIA'S REAL CRISES':
RAHUL GANDHI SLAMS UNION BUDGET
OVER JOBS AND SLOWDOWN

Pakistan to boycott T20 WC game against India
after granted conditional approval to participate

New Delhi (TIST): Pakistan
will not play India in their
scheduled Men’s T20 World
Cup match at the R
Premadasa Stadium in
Colombo on February 15,
after the government grant-
ed the team conditional
approval to take part in the
tournament.

SIT examines KCR for nearly five
hours in phone-tapping case

Rao as SIB chief even after
his retirement. Amid tight
security, a team of SIT offi-
cials reached KCR’s house
at 3 p.m. in Nandi Nagar in
Banjara Hills.

KCR was examined by SIT
officials in a room on the sec-

New Delhi (TSIT) :
Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, on
Sunday criticised the
Union Budget 2026-27,
accusing the govern-
ment of being discon-
nected from the coun-

Hyderabad, Feb 1 : The
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing the tele-
phone-tapping case exam-
ined Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) president
and former chief minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao for
nearly five hours at his
residence here on Sunday.

The SIT team left KCR’s
Nandi Nagar residence
around 8 p.m. after examin-
ing him based on the state-
ments given by the accused,
including the main accused
T. Prabhakar Rao, former

chief of Special Intelligence
Bureau (SIB).The team,
comprising six officials,
made an audio and video
recording of the examina-
tion. The case, registered
in 2024, relates to the
alleged tapping of phones
of several people, including
political opponents, busi-
nessmen, journalists and
even judges during the
BRS rule.

The former chief minis-
ter was believed to have
been questioned about the
appointment of Prabhakar

ond floor of the house. KCR’s
son and BRS working presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao, and
some other family members
were present in the house.
Police had made tight securi-
ty around KCR’s house to foil
any gathering of BRS cadres.
Barricades were erected on
the roads leading towards
Nandi Nagar. Police stepped
up the security in view of the
plans by BRS leaders and
workers to gather to show
solidarity with him, as they
allege that he was questioned
out of political vendetta by
the Congress government.
Earlier, KCR reached
Hyderabad from Erravalli
village in Siddipet district
after the SIT issued him sec-
ond notice, directing him to
make himself available for
examination in Hyderabad.

India zeroes out Chabahar port outlay, slashes
Bangladesh ald in 2026-27 Budget

New Delhi (TSIT) India has not allocated
funds for the Chabahar port project in Iran
in the Union Budget for 2026-27 and has
halved the development assistance for

Bangladesh to Rs 60 crore in reflection of
frosty bilateral ties.\ Bhutan has been allo-
cated the largest share — Rs 2,288 crore — as
development aid, followed by Rs 800 crore to
Nepal and Rs 550 crore each to the Maldives
and Mauritius.The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has been given a total of Rs
22,118 crore as against the current fiscal's
budget estimate of Rs 20,516 crore and
revised estimate of Rs 21,742 crore. For the
next fiscal, the allocation for Bangladesh has
been pegged at Rs 60 crore.

The statement did not spec-
ify a reason for that decision,
though it is believed that
Pakistan will boycott the
match against India to show
solidarity with Bangladesh,
who were pulled out of Men’s

T20 World Cup for seeking
relocation of their matches
out of India, citing security
issues and were replaced by

Scotland in Group C.

“The Government of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
grants approval to the Pakistan
Cricket Team to participate in

Well-balanced, forward-looking Budget: Chandrababu Naidu

Amaravati (TSIT):
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu has welcomed the
Union Budget, terming it
‘well-balanced’ and ‘for-
ward-looking’. He said
that the Budget 2026-27,
presented by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the
Parliament, reflects the
aspirations of people for a
fast-growing economy.
Chandrababu Naidu,
whose Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) is a key part-
ner in the BJP-led NDA
government at the Centre,
congratulated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Finance Minister
Sitharaman. Addressing
the media at Kuppam, he

the ICC World T20 2026, how-
ever, the Pakistan Cricket
Team shall not take the field in
the match scheduled on 15th
February 2026 against India,”
said the government’s official
account on ‘X’ account.Earlier
this week, PCB chairman
Mohsin Naqvi met with Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, and
it was then that he announced

’

L

exuded confidence that
the Budget will help India
become a developed econ-
omy by 2047.

The TDP president
believes that the Budget
will help achieve the goal
of selfreliance and

marquee clash.

strengthen MSMEs. He
noted that women, farmer
and youth have been given
top priority in the Budget.
The Chief Minister hoped
that the Budget would
help the state government
to move more aggressive-

that the final decision on
Pakistan's participation would
be taken on either January 30

try’s pressing eco-
nomic and social
challenges.

In the response to
the Budget, Gandhi

Falling manufacturing.
Investors pulling out capi-
tal. Household savings
plummeting. Farmers in
distress. Looming global

or February 2. However, the
final verdict was announced a
day earlier, which now leaves
the tournament on the edge of
a fresh problem, considering
the revenue coming from the

SEE MORE ON SPORTS PAGE

hold savings,

agrarian distress.
"Youth without jobs.

ly on the issues it is focus-
ing on.“This budget will
further support the Ease
of Doing Business policy
being implemented by the
State. The state govern-
ment has already focused
heavily on MSMEs, and
there is an opportunity to
further strengthen them,”
he said.

Stating that the Budget
provides direction and
momentum, he hoped that it
would give a necessary boost
to various technologies,
including Al, and the next
level of reforms. He also
noted that the Budget focuses
on renewable energy and a
one-grid nation. “It has been
designed in line with short,
medium, and long-term goals.
It will contribute to improved

unemployment, slow-
ing manufacturing
growth, capital out-
flows, declining house-
and

said it had failed to  shocks -- all ignored. A
address Kkey issues Budget that refuses
confronting the  course correction, blind to
nation, including India’s real crises,"

Gandhi said in a post on
X.Other opposition lead-
ers have also criticised
the Budget, saying it lacks
structural reforms and
meaningful interventions
to revive growth.

living standards and ease of
living,” said Chandrababu
Naidu.The Chief Minister
said the state will benefit
from the Hyderabad-
Bengaluru and Hyderabad-
Chennai high-speed rail cor-
ridors.Tirupati and
Amaravati will be covered by
high-speed corridors.

The Bengaluru-Chennai
high-speed rail corridor
will cover areas like
Palamaner, Chittoor, and
others. These three high-
speed rail corridors will
cover various regions of
Andhra Pradesh and con-
nect cities like Hyderabad,
Amaravati, Bengaluru, and
Chennai.He pointed out
that Andhra Pradesh is also
included in the dedicated
rare earth corridors.
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Sunetra Pawar takes oath as 1st
woman Dy CM of Maharashtra

MUMBAI: Sunetra Pawar on
Saturday became the first
woman Deputy Chief Min-
ister of Maharashtra and
was allotted excise, sports,
minority development and
Aukaf departments, but not
finance and planning which
her late husband Ajit Pawar
held.

The brief swearing-in cere-
mony at the Lok Bhavan here
took place three days after
Ajit Pawar, NCP president
and a deputy chief minister
in the BJP-Shiv Sena-NCP
*Mahayuti’ government, died
in an air crash in Baramati on
January 28.

Finance and planning de-
partment was not allocated
to her, indicating that Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
will hold the charge of the
crucial portfolio and present
the Budget next month.
Sunetra Pawar, 62, has re-
signed her Rajya Sabha mem-
bership. She is not a member
of either house of the state

legislature at present, and
is expected to contest the
byelection to the Baramati
assembly constituency rep-
resented by her late husband.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended his best wish-
es to Sunetra Pawar, express-
ing confidence that she will
work tirelessly for welfare of
the people and carry forward
her late husband’s dream.

After taking the oath of of-
fice, Sunetra, a commerce
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graduate born into a politi-
cal family who mostly stayed
away from politics until 2024
(when she contested the Lok
Sabha election from Barama-
ti against her sister-in-law
Supriya Sule and lost), vowed
to carry forward her hus-
band’s people-centric legacy
and work with a sense of duty
to serve the state.

Ajit Pawar’s commitment to
duty, spirit of struggle and
honesty towards the people

'

would remain her guiding
strength, she added.

Besides Sunetra Pawar’s
younger son Jay Pawar and
his wife, Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis,
Chief Minister Eknath Shin-
de, and NCP leaders Praful
Patel, Sunil Tatkare and Ch-
hagan Bhujbal were present
at the ceremony where she

was administered the oath of

office and secrecy by Gover-
nor Acharya Devvrat.
Nobody from party patriarch
and NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar’s family were present.
The Nationalist Congress
Party, which elected her as
the new leader of its legisla-
ture wing earlier in the day,
remained tight-lipped about
the proposed merger of the
two factions.

Speaking to reporters in
Baramati in the morning,
Sharad Pawar said he learnt
about the swearing-in from
the news, and he had not
been consulted about Sune-

Deputy

tra Pawar’s decision to join
the state cabinet.

It was his late nephew Ajit’s
wish to unite the two factions,
and “now it is our wish that
his wish should be fulfilled,”
Pawar said, while admitting
that the process might hit a
roadblock due to his sudden
death.

Ajit Pawar and NCP (SP)
leader Jayant Patil had been
holdings talks on the merger
roadmap, Sharad Pawar re-
vealed.

But while NCP leaders Pra-
ful Patel and Sunil Tatkare
maintained silence on the
issue, Union minister Piyush
Goyal in an interview to PTI
said he did not expect the
merger of the two NCPs to
take place.

The leadership of the NCP
has passed on to Sunetra
Pawar and Praful Patel has
been appointed its national
president, Goyal said, adding
that Sharad Pawar had lost
the people’s trust and vote.

PATNA: The Bihar govern-
ment recommended a CBI
probe into the recent death
of a female NEET aspirant
in Patna, Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choud-
hary said on Saturday.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of the Bihar
police is investigating the
case.

The NEET aspirant, hail-
ing from Jehanabad, was
found unconscious in
Shambhu Girls’ hostel in
Patna’s Chitragupt Nagar
earlier this month. She
died at a private hospital
on January 11 after re-
maining in a coma for sev-
eral days. Her family had
alleged that she was sex-
ually assaulted, accusing
authorities of attempting a
cover-up.

“Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar Jee has urged the Gov-
ernment of India to hand
over the investigation of
the NEET student’s mur-
der case in Patna (Case No-
14/26) to the CBI. The in-
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cident must be thoroughly
uncovered in a transparent
and just manner,” Choud-
hary said in a post on X.
The deputy CM also holds
the home portfolio.

The state home depart-
ment also issued a notifica-
tion recommending a CBI
probe into the case under
the provisions of the Delhi
Special Police Establish-
ment (DSPE) Act, which
governs the functioning of
the country’s premier in-
vestigation agency.

The Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT)
of the central government
will issue a notification,
which is a mandatory re-
quirement for initiating a
CBI probe in a state-relat-
ed case, in this regard. As
per the rules, prior approv-
al of the state and the DoPT
is required to investigate a
crime outside the agency’s
jurisdiction, as law and or-
der is a state subject.

The parents of the NEET
aspirant in Bihar on Sat-

Govt recommends CBI probe into
death of NEET aspirant in Patna

urday alleged that the state
police was trying to hush
up the matter by denying
sexual assault and claim-
ing that it was a case of
suicide. Her post-mortem
report did not exclude the
possibility of sexual vi-
olence, and this finding
contrasts with the police’s
initial claim that medical
reports and CCTV foot-
age had ruled out sexual
assault. One person, an
employee of her hostel,
was arrested in connection
with the case. “The CBI
may now register a sepa-
rate case on the basis of the
FIR registered by Patna
Police. The agency sleuths
will collect all evidence ob-
tained by the state police
and will also record the
statements of suspects, the
arrested person, hospital
staff, family members and
policemen, who had ini-
tially investigated the case
and concluded it a case of
suicide,” according to an
official.

Rs 500 Cr scam: EOW arrests 3, over
11K investors cheated in Maharashtra

THANE: The Economic
Offences Wing (EOW)
has arrested a couple
and their associate, who
allegedly swindled more
than 11,000 investors,
including police offi-
cials, from across Ma-
harashtra of over Rs
500 crore, police said
on Saturday.

In a coordinated ac-
tion, the Thane police’s
EOW tracked down
the accused, Sameer
Narvekar, his wife Neha,
and their associate Amit
Palaw, in neighbouring
Gujarat on Thursday,
an official said.
According to police, the
accused established an
investment company,
Trade with Jazz, with its
headquarters in Pune in
2019, offering a scheme

that allegedly drew in
more than 11,000 peo-
ple, including 1,500
police personnel, from
across Maharashtra.
The trio allegedly lured
victims with promises
of a 4 per cent month-
ly return on stock mar-
ket trading and allied
ventures, the official
said, adding that the
firm projected month-
ly earnings of nearly 10
per cent to build credi-
bility.

The company abrupt-
ly shut its offices and
stopped responding to
investors, prompting
a flood of police com-
plaints, he said.
According to the ini-
tial probe, investors
have been defrauded of
around Rs 500 crore.

The official said that the
EOW has also gathered
information suggesting
that several government
officials and bureau-
crats, some of them re-
tired from service, had
invested in the scheme.
The trio have been
booked under the Ma-
harashtra Protection of
Interest of Depositors
(MPID) Act, 1999, and
sections 61(2)(criminal
conspiracy) and 316(5)
(criminal breach of
trust) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
he said.

The Thane EOW is ex-
amining bank accounts,
financial documents
and money flows linked
to the accused, and fur-
ther arrests are likely,
the official said.

Target 50 pc votes at every booth in 2027 polls: Nitin Nabin to Goa BJP workers

PANAJI: BJP president Nitin
Nabin on Saturday called
upon party workers in Goa
to strengthen the organisa-
tion from booth to state level
and set a target of securing
at least 50 per cent votes at
every polling booth in the
2027 assembly elections.
Addressing a workers’ con-
vention near Panaji, Nabin
said the 2027 polls would
be a crucial step towards
achieving the vision of a
“Viksit Goa”, stressing that a
stable government was nec-
essary to continue the state’s
development journey.

Booth chiefs are the most
important persons in the
party structure, he said, urg-
ing workers to try to secure
at least 50 per cent of votes
at every polling booth in the
2027 elections.

“Sovereignty lies with the
people and their support
strengthens the party. Con-

tinuous organisational work
helps the BJP expand. Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
believes that when the poor
and villages grow stronger,
the BJP becomes stronger,

ultimately  strengthening
the nation and the state,” he
said.

Nabin noted that Goa’s
per capita income had in-
creased from Rs 1.12 lakh in

2014 to around Rs 3 lakh in

2023-24.

He also cited infrastructure
development, including
two airports, expanding

expressways and nation-
al highways, and flyovers,
and urged workers to com-
municate the “transformed
image” of Goa to the people.
Initiatives such as the Mha-
ji Ghar Yojana reflected the
state government’s com-
mitment to development,
Nabin said, adding that
more work was needed to
realise the goal of a devel-
oped Goa before 2047.

He said that the BJP is a
cadre-based party, and
even a booth-level presi-
dent could rise to occupy
top leadership positions,
including chief minister or
prime minister.

Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant, who also addressed
the convention, asserted

that the BJP would return
to power in Goa in 2027 and
assured the national presi-
dent that every party work-
er would strive to ensure the
saffron party’s victory.
“Politics is not a 100 metres
race, it is a marathon. It is
not your speed but your
stamina that is tested,” he
said.

Sawant said that the status
for the Scheduled Tribes
(ST) and Scheduled Castes
(SC) in the state was grant-
ed during the tenure of for-
mer Chief Minister Mano-
har Parrikar and that the
Opposition “need not lec-
ture” the BJP on the issue.
Prime Minister Modi has
been working for the wel-
fare of STs, SCs and weaker
sections of society, he said.
BJP MLAs, office-bear-
ers, and karyakartas from
across Goa attended the
convention.

Ram temple construction expected to end by
April 30; overall estimated cost Rs 1,900 crore

AYODHYA: All construc-
tion work related to the
Ram temple in Ayod-
hya is expected to be
completed by April 30,
with the overall cost of
the project estimated at
around Rs 1,900 crore,
Ram Temple Construc-
tion Committee chair-
man Nripendra Mishra
said on Saturday.
Addressing reporters
after the conclusion of a
two-day meeting of the
Ram Temple Construc-
tion Committee here,
Mishra said that Lars-
en & Toubro (L&T) and
Tata Consultancy, which
are executing key works
at the site, will exit the
temple complex by April
30 once construction is
over.

Mishra further informed

that directions have
been issued to complete
all paperwork and bill
payment procedures by
the same date.

“L&T and Tata Con-
sultancy have offered
a three-year warranty

for all the work carried
out by them. For main-
tenance and upkeep, a
small team from both
organisations will re-
main deployed inside
the temple complex,” he
said.

He added that after

April 30, all agreements

with L&T, Tata Consul-
tancy and the State Con-
struction = Corporation
will be taken over by the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.
Providing details of ex-
penditure, Mishra said
the total spending on
the Ram temple project
is estimated at approx-
imately Rs 1,900 crore,
of which around Rs
1,600 crore, including
GST, has already been
paid.

The meeting reviewed
the progress of con-
struction and associat-
ed works, and discussed
the final timelines for
completion and transi-
tion of responsibilities,
officials said.

Delhi Police seizes 31 kg of Alprazolam tablets;
busts multi-state racket with arrest of three

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Po-
lice has busted a major
interstate psychotropic
drugs racket with the ar-
rest of three people and
seizure of 31 kilograms of
Alprazolam tablets, an of-
ficial said on Saturday.
The accused were alleged-
ly part of an organised
network involved in the il-
legal manufacture, trans-
portation and distribution
of the banned psycho-
tropic substance across
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and the National
Capital Region (NCR), he
said.

The operation was car-
ried out following intel-
ligence-driven surveil-
lance aimed at tracking
drug peddlers active in
the NCR. Acting on spe-
cific inputs, the team ar-

rested two accused near
Nand Nagri Bus Depot
while they were travelling
in a car bearing an Uttar
Pradesh registration num-
ber. The arrested individ-
uals have been identified
as Shamim, a resident of
Badaun in Uttar Pradesh,
Rajeev Sharma and Mo-
hit Gupta, both from Bu-
landshahr. During the
search, police recovered
31 kilograms of Alprazol-
am tablets estimated
to be around three lakh
tablets -- which falls un-
der commercial quantity
as defined in the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.
The commercial quantity
threshold for Alprazol-
am is 100 grams, officials
said. Apart from the tab-
lets, the team seized 11

kg of aluminium foil with
“Alprazolam” printed on
it, 25 kg of PVC sheet rolls
used for tablet packaging,
20 rubber stamps bearing
batch numbers, manufac-
turing and expiry dates
and the car used in trans-
portation. The recovery of
packaging material and
printing tools indicated
a large-scale illegal phar-
maceutical manufacturing
setup, police said.

An FIR under the relevant
sections of the NDPS Act
was registered on Janu-
ary 29. During the inves-
tigation, the vehicle was
found to be registered in
the name of Mohit Gupta,
who was subsequently ap-
prehended at the instance
of the other accused.
During interrogation,
Sharma allegedly told po-

lice that he used to collect
Alprazolam tablets from
Shamim and his associ-
ate Randeep in Himachal
Pradesh on the directions
of Gupta, and supply them
to local pharmacies in Bu-
landshahr.

Shamim allegedly dis-
closed that he and his
partner were running an
illegal manufacturing unit
in Parwanoo, Himachal
Pradesh, where the tablets
were produced and sup-
plied to distributors in Hi-
machal Pradesh and Ut-
tar Pradesh. Gupta, who
allegedly runs a medical
firm in Bulandshahr, told
investigators that he pro-
cured the illegal tablets
through his firm and dis-
tributed them to pharma-
cies in Agra and Buland-
shahr, police said.

Tribal festival ‘Medaram Maha Jathara’
concludes in Telangana, lakhs offer prayers

MULUGU: The four-day
‘Maha Jathara’ (Grand fes-
tival) of tribal goddesses
Sammakka and Saralamma
in this district, attended by
lakhs of devotees, conclud-
ed on Saturday.

Devotees from Telangana
and neighbouring Chat-
tisgarh, Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha offered prayers
during the biennial mega
tribal festival held at Meda-
ram, officials said.

Tribal goddesses Sammak-
ka and Saralamma “re-
turned to the forests” as per
the custom at 7.55 PM on
Saturday marking the end
of the ‘Maha Jathara’, amid
religious chants of thou-
sands of devotees.

The Adivasi priests also
took other deities, Pagidid-
daraju and Govindaraju, to
their respective abodes as
per the customs.

The ‘Maha Jathara’, often
hailed as the largest tribal
festival in Asia, began on
January 28 with the deities

haina inatallad ot +ha ‘and

delu’ (altar) at Medaram.
An estimated 80 lakh dev-
otees visited the ‘Maha
Jathara’ on January 28 and
29, state Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy
had said. Thousands of dev-
otees took holy dip in the
rivulet Jampanna Vagu at
Medaram.

They offered jaggery equal
to their weight to the god-
desses as per tradition.

Talanacana Mavrarnar Tichnn

Dev Varma, Union Tribal
Affairs Minister Jual Oram,
Union Coal Minister G Kis-
han Reddy, former Haryana
Governor Bandaru Dat-
tatreya, several state minis-
ters, MLAs, judges, British
Deputy High Commissioner
to Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh  Gareth Wynn
Owen and bureaucrats of-
fered prayers to the deities.

Several devotees alleged
that adeniiate niimher nf

of about Rs 101 crore.

public transport buses were
not available.The Telanga-
na government made elab-
orate arrangements for the
mega festival.

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy inaugurated the ren-
ovated shrine of Sammakka
and Saralamma on Jan-
uary 19. The government
reconstructed the altars
of the deities Sammakka,

Saralamma, Govindaraju,
and Pacididda Rain at a rnet

Additional development
works worth Rs 150 crore
were undertaken to im-
prove facilities for devotees
attending the 2026 festival.
About 21 government de-
partments and 42,000
personnel were involved in
managing the event by way
of crowd control, security,
cleanliness, medical ser-
vices, and other arrange-
ments.

Medical camps, ambulanc-
es, and bike ambulances
were deployed to handle
emergencies.

The ‘Maha Jathara’ is cele-
brated in Medaram, located
in the remote Eturnagaram
Wildlife Sanctuary, part of
the Dandakaranya forest
belt.

The festival commemorates
the revolt led by the moth-
er-daughter duo, Sammak-
ka and Saralamma, against
the imposition of taxes on
the tribal populace during a
drought by the Kakatiya rul-
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Working towards first uncrewed mission
for Gaganyaan programme: ISRO Chairman

CHENNAI: ISRO is work-
ing towards the first un-

crewed mission of its
ambitious Gaganyaan
Mission scheduled
for 2027, Chairman V

Narayanan has said.

The Gaganyaan mission
is India’s first human
spaceflight programme
currently under devel-
opment. It aims to send
a three-member crew
on a three-day mission
to space and bring them
back safely to Earth.
“Gaganyaan programme
is planned in 2027. Be-
fore that, three uncrewed
missions are planned. We
are working towards the
first uncrewed mission,”
he told reporters late Fri-
day.

To a query, he said, cur-
rently scientists were en-
gaged in conducting a lot
of tests for the mission to
achieve success.

“There are lots of tests
happening. You know
safety of the Gaganyatri is
very, very important. So,

we have to be very care-
ful. We have to qualify ev-
ery system. In the rocket
system, we have to score
one hundred out of one
hundred,” he said.

“Our aim is that (success
of Gaganyaan). We have
to do a perfect job. We are
working towards that,” he
said.

On the PSLV-C62 mis-
sion, which suffered an

anomaly in the third stage
of the rocket after lift-oft
on January 12, he said
scientists were studying
everything on the mission
to put things in order.
The PSLV-C62/EOS N1
suffered a setback after an
anomaly was encountered
on the third stage of the
rocket and scientists have
initiated a detailed analy-
sis on the mission.
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Andhra Pradesh to gain significantly
from Union Budget: Lokesh

Amaravati, Feb 1 :
Andhra Pradesh’s
Minister for Information
Technology and
Electronics, Nara Lokesh,
has hailed the Union
Budget, saying Andhra
Pradesh will gain signifi-
cantly from it. Lokesh
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for
a well-balanced Union
Budget that, he said, is
firmly aligned with
India’s rapid growth and
long-term aspirations.
“Andhra Pradesh
stands to gain significant-
ly - from the Critical
Minerals Corridor and
high-speed rail connectiv-
ity to tax incentives for
data centres, a stronger
push for electronics man-
ufacturing, and renewed
focus on tourism. We are
excited to leverage this
Budget to accelerate
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SRI MUDDADA

ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF TTD EO.

RAVICHANDRA,
SENIOR IAS OFFICER. HE WILL CON-
TINUE AS SPECIAL CHIEF SECRETARY
TO CHIEF MINISTER CHANDRABABU
NAIDU AND WILL HOLD THE FULL

investments, create jobs,
and power Andhra

Pradesh’s next phase of
growth,” Lokesh posted
on X.Lokesh, son of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, is also the general
secretary of the Telugu
(TDP),

Desam Party

SRI RAMAKRISHNA TEERTHA MUKKOT! HELD WITH GRANDEUR...

Take welfare schemes to every
doorstep: Konda Surekha

44
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Khammam (TSIT): Congress cadres should move like

disciplined soldiers in the municipal election battle and
take government welfare schemes as campaign weapons
to every household, State Endowments and Forests
Minister Konda Surekha said on Sunday. She was
addressing a municipal election preparatory meeting at
TCV Reddy Function Hall in Satyanarayanapuram of
Edulapuram municipality. The Minister stressed the
need for unity in the party, saying internal differences
would only benefit rivals. Referring to multiple aspirants
for the 32 wards, she said the party decision of fielding one
candidate per ward must be respected. Releasing a pam-
phlet on development works, Surekha said welfare
schemes such as free power up to 200 units, Mahalakshmi
free bus travel, farm loan waiver and enhanced Arogyasri
had strengthened public confidence. She added that
Palair constituency was progressing under Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy and called upon cadres to win

the municipal body.

which is heading the
NDA government in the
state and is a key partner
in the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment at the Centre.
Minister of Health,
Family Welfare & Medical
Education Satya Kumar
Yadav has also lauded the

Telangana/AP

Union Budget.In a state-
ment, the minister
described the Budget as
one with clarity of
thought, compassion,
conviction and courage to
make the country
‘Aatmanirbhar’ so that it
can become ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047. He fur-
ther said it is the best pos-
sible in the context of
global political turbu-
lence and other challeng-
es. The Budget seeks to
deliver three ‘Kartavyas’,
including acceleration of
economic growth, fulfill-
ing aspirations of people
and realising the inclu-
sive mission of ‘Sabka
Sath Sabka Vikas’, said
Satya Kumar Yadav.

The minister welcomed
the measures to support
MSMEs, Handlooms and
Textiles, Bio-pharma,
Rare Earth Minerals,
Infrastructure,
Manufacturing, Special

o=

Economic Zones, etc., as
they result in job cre-
ation.

Satya Kumar welcomed
the measures announced
to empower the vulnera-
ble sections of people to
access mental health and
trauma care services,
import duty reliefs on 17
drugs, including cancer,
besides listing seven rare
diseases for similar relief.

The minister noted that
the compassionate dimen-
sion of the Budget has
been revealed in the mea-

sures announced for
farmers, fishermen,
weavers, divyangs,

women and the youth.
The Budget reflects the
continuing run of ‘Reform
Express’ set in motion by
PM Modi earlier, as
reflected in tax reforms
and commitment to fiscal
prudence outlined in the
Budget, noted the BJP
leader.
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Ambati Rambabu was arrested
by police in Guntur

Senior YSRCP leader and for-
mer minister Ambati Rambabu
was arrested by police in
Guntur on Saturday amid high
tension, following allegations
that he made obscene and
derogatory remarks against

Andhra  Pradesh  Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu.

The arrest stemmed from
comments made by Rambabu
in response to TDP-installed
flex banners in Guntur alleging
ghee adulteration in Tirumala
laddus during the previous
YSRCP regime. Sources indi-
cate that Rambabu responded
with highly objectionable and
abusive language directed at
the Chief Minister, prompting
outrage among TDP leaders
and workers.

Hundreds of TDP activists
and supporters gathered out-
side Rambabu's residence in
Navabharat Nagar, Guntur,
staging a prolonged protest
that lasted over six hours.
The demonstration turned
violent, with reports of stones
being pelted at the house and
vehicles, including cars,
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BRS Protests in Shadnagar Against

RANGAREDDY : ormer
MLA Y. Anjaiah Yadav
criticised the Revanth
Reddy-led Congress gov-
ernment, alleging that it
has neglected governance
and resorted to vindictive
politics. Condemning the
issuance of SIT notices to
former Chief Minister and
BRS president K.
Chandrashekar Rao in the
phone-tapping case, BRS
leaders and cadres organ-
ised a rally and protest in

Shadnagar on Sunday.
The rally passed through
various localities of

Shadnagar town and con-
cluded with a protest on the
old National Highway near
Lingareddyguda in
Faroognagar mandal.
Addressing the gathering,
Y. Anjaiah Yadav accused
the Congress government
of failing to fulfil its elec-
tion promises and instead
targeting opposition lead-

ers through politically

motivated actions.

He said K.
Chandrashekar Rao played
a key role in the formation
of Telangana and, during
his decade-long tenure,
implemented welfare
schemes benefiting all sec-
tions of society. He alleged
that the Congress govern-
ment is making baseless
allegations against KCR
while ignoring public wel-
fare and indulging in politi-
cal vendetta.

SIT Notices to KCR

The former MLA criti-
cised the harassment of
senior leaders without
regard for age or dignity
and warned that continued
targeting of BRS leaders
would invite strong public
backlash. He alleged that
the SIT has been used for
the past two years to trou-
ble BRS leaders and said
the people of Telangana are
closely watching the
Congress government’s
actions.

He urged the govern-

ment to abandon conspira-
torial politics and focus on
providing effective gover-
nance. The protest saw the
participation of Municipal
Coordinator Baikani
Srinivas Yadav, senior
leaders Vankayala
Narayana Reddy, Ravinder
Yadav, Kadempalli
Srinivas Goud, former Zilla
Parishad Vice-Chairman
Eta  Ganesh, former
Municipal Chairman
Narender, party presidents
Natarajan and Lakshman
Naik, Muraleedhar Reddy,
Kosgi Srinivas, former
Market Chairman Manne
Kavitha Narayana, former
Library Chairman
Lakshminarasimha Reddy,
former Market Vice-
C h air men
Lakshminarayana Goud
and Venkat Reddy, along
with sarpanches, former
public representatives, and
BRS cadres.

Political heat intensifies in Mancherial ahead of municipal polls

Mancherial, February 1 (TSIT):
With municipal elections draw-
ing closer, political activity has
intensified in Mancherial dis-
trict, as both the ruling and oppo-
sition parties ramp up their cam-
paigns and mobilisation efforts.

As part of a call given by Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) working
president K.T. Rama Rao, the
party organised a massive bike
rally in Mancherial town on
Saturday. The rally was held in
protest against what the party
termed as “political harassment”
of former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao, particularly
in connection with the ongoing
SIT inquiry. The rally was led by
BRS district president Balka
Suman, former MLA Nadipelli
Diwakar Rao, and State leader
Nadipelli Vijith Kumar, with
participation from former public

large numbers.
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representatives, TBGKS leaders, = Meanwhile, the Congress party
party cadres, and workers in

reported major political gains
through defections. Around 70

leaders and workers from the
BRS, belonging to the 57th
Division of the Mancherial

Municipal Corporation, joined
the Congress, citing development
works undertaken by Mancherial
MLA Kokkirala Prem Sagar Rao.
In another development, about 50
youth leaders and activists from
the BRS and BJP from the 55th
Division also switched allegiance
to the Congress.

The new entrants were wel-
comed by former DCC president
Kokkirala Surekha, who also
took part in election canvassing
in the 52nd and 3rd Divisions,
urging voters to
Congress-backed corporator can-
didates.The combination of BRS
protest activities and steady
defections to the Congress has
significantly raised the politi-
cal temperature in the dis-
trict, with observers expect-
ing a more intense campaign
in the days ahead.

support
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being damaged and vandal-

ized. Clashes erupted
between the protesters and
YSRCP supporters, leading to
a charged atmosphere. A
complaint was filed by TDP
state secretary Baji
Chowdary, leading to the reg-
istration of a case by
Nallapadu police. Guntur dis-
trict TDP president Pilli
Manikyala Rao also lodged a
complaint with the
Superintendent of Police,
demanding action against
Rambabu.Amid intense ten-
sion and heavy security,

police arrested Rambabu
from his home and escorted
him away in a special police
vehicle to prevent further
escalation.Several ruling alli-
ance leaders strongly con-
demned Rambabu's remarks.
Ministers including Anam
Ramanarayana Reddy,
Nimmala Ramanaidu, Home
Minister Anitha, and Union
Minister Pemmasani
Chandrasekhar described the
comments as "outrageous,"
"vile," and "shameful," urging
him to issue an unconditional
public apology immediately.

AP: YSRCP MPs condemn attack on
ex Minister’s residence, seek central
intervention over political violence

Vijayawada, Feb 1 (UNI)
YSR Congress Party MPs
condemned the attack on
former minister Ambati
Rambabu’s house by TDP
cadres, describing it as a
shocking assault on
democracy and a sign of
collapsing law and order
in Andhra Pradesh.
YSRCP MPs said the inci-
dent reflects a dangerous
trend of targeting opposi-
tion voices and intimidat-
ing those who question the
government.

YSRCP Parliamentary
Party leader Y V Subba
Reddy, in New Delhi, on
Sunday condemned what
he described as a large-
scale, hours-long attack on
Rambabu’s residence by
TDP cadres while police
remained passive.

He said, on the direction
of former Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy,
the party would raise the
“deteriorating situation”
in Andhra Pradesh before
the Central government
and the union Home
Ministry to seek restora-
tion of law and order and
protection for political
leaders.Tirupati MP
Gurumoorthy also

denounced the attack and
“murder attempt” on
Ambati Rambabu as a dis-
graceful act and a symbol
of the coalition govern-
ment’s decline.

He criticised the rising
“excesses” of the ruling
alliance, claiming that
constitutional governance
has been replaced by arbi-
trary rule and that police
are complicit in enabling
attacks and clashes.

The MP announced that
YSRCP would lodge com-
plaints with the Central
government, in
Parliament, and before all
relevant commissions.

Warning that “times do
not remain the same for-
ever,” he said a dangerous
culture is emerging in
which questioning leaders
are silenced, their homes
attacked, and fear is
spread.

He expressed concern
that the state is heading
toward instability and
revealed that a complaint
has already been emailed
to the union Home
Secretary, urging immedi-
ate Central intervention to
protect law and order in
Andhra Pradesh.

Over 5000 devotees take sacred bath

Tirumala, 01 February 2026: Sri Ramakrishna Teertha
MukKkoti, one of the sacred torrents in the Tirumala
Seshachalam forests, was celebrated in a grand manner
on Sunday. Itisa tradition to celebrate Sri Ramakrishna
Teertha MukKkoti every year on the full moon day in the

auspicious month Magha.

The temple priests and staff, chanting mantras, proceeded
in a procession from the Srivari temple and reached Sri
Ramakrishna Teertham at around 11 AM.

There, they performed special abhishekam to the idols of
Sri Ramachandra Murthy and Sri Krishna Swamy with
milk, curd, sandalwood paste, and other fragrant sub-

stances.

At the Papavinasanam dam, Srivari Sevaks distributed
pongal, upma, sambar rice, curd rice, pulihora packets,
drinking water, and buttermilk packets to the devotees
trekking Sri Ramakrishna Teertham.

A medical camp was also set up at the site by the TTD
medical department, and medicines were distributed to

the devotees.

The TTD Engineering and Forest department staff con-
structed walking paths at several places along the route
for the convenience of the devotees.

A large number of devotees participated in this program.
While over 2000 devotees visited last year, this year more
than 5000 devotees took a holy dip in Sri Ramakrishna
Theertha Mukkoti. All the concerned officials hailing
from various departments supervised the arrangements.
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EDITORIAL

BUDGET 2026-27: THE
MATH ISN'T MATHING

Once the accounting exercises are concluded, the platitudes repeated and
campaign slogans masterfully plugged in, we must judge the Union budget on
whether it promises to bring any positive change in people’s lives. Keeping in
mind the government’s track record, the answer is a resounding no.

For the household sector, this is a budget that is heavy on credit and low on
income growth. Since last year, measures such as the enhanced limits under
the Kisan Credit Card and PM SVANidhi schemes focus primarily on facili-
tating loans rather than addressing the more fundamental issue of income
generation. This approach risks deepening the debt burden of an already
over-leveraged population.

Fifty-two percent of agricultural households are indebted, with the incidence
of debt likely highest among small and marginal farmers. Yet the budget
offers very few concrete measures to raise real incomes; instead, it largely
equates economic relief with the ability to borrow more.

Budgets for the PM KISAN and crop insurance schemes have been kept stag-
nant, despite inflation. Urea and nutrient-based subsidies have been reduced,
which will result in increased cost of production for farmers.

Considerable emphasis has been placed on promoting agricultural output.
However, translating this intent into reality will be extremely difficult. Many
state governments — particularly those run by the BJP — have cornered them-
selves through pre-election promises, such as procuring paddy at the mini-
mum support price. Once in power, these governments often realise that they
lack either the fiscal capacity or the political will to honour such commit-
ments. Under such circumstances, farmers have little incentive to increase
production, since higher output only means higher costs with minimal assur-
ance of even recovering their investments.

The announcement last year of an extension of the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
to 2028 is another example of inadequate accountability. In the last budget,
the JJM was allotted Rs 67,000 crore, which was later revised downward to Rs
17,000 crore. Why did the government not spend the money? No explanation
was offered as to why the scheme could not be completed within its original
timeframe. While the mission was commendable in intent and innovative in
design, its execution has been deeply flawed.

There is nothing concrete for education and healthcare. Last year’s
announcement of adding 75,000 seats to medical colleges also appears encour-
aging at first glance, but the expansion is largely meaningless unless accom-
panied by parallel investments in high-quality infrastructure and, more
importantly, well-qualified teaching faculty.

Medical education cannot be strengthened without making careers as med-
ical teachers, specialist physicians and surgeons genuinely attractive. This
requires substantial financial commitment and improved service conditions,
neither of which find mention in the budget.Finally, the repeated invocation
of ‘Make in India’ and the array of schemes proposed to boost manufacturing
will succeed only if supported by a conducive social climate and stable insti-
tutional environment. Unfortunately, the budget speech is silent on these
essential preconditions.

In sum, the budget reflects a preference for credit-driven solutions over
income-based empowerment, offering piecemeal initiatives while sidestep-
ping deeper structural reforms. From every perspective, the budget lacks
substance. Let’s take a look at the macro-economic indicators.

On paper, the Indian economy is thriving. The first advance estimates peg
GDP growth for FY26 at 7.4%. If true, this should translate to lakhs of new
jobs and investments. But that has clearly not been the case.

Edit

Budget 2026 on a

PRIYANKA
SAURABH

The Union Budget 2026, presented in
Parliament today, February 1, 2026,
once again demonstrated the govern-
ment's narrow path between econom-
ic discipline and public aspirations.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman began her speech with a
vision of stability, continuity, and
long-term growth. There were no
unexpected populist announcements;
instead, the budget adopted a realistic
approach. The fiscal deficit was kept
at 4.4 percent of gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) for fiscal year 2026, below
the previously set target of 4.5 per-
cent. This move sets a strong example
of fiscal discipline. Capital expendi-
ture was increased from 11.2 lakh
crore last year to 12.5 lakh crore, rep-
resenting an increase of nearly 12 per-
cent. This increase is focused on infra-
structure, urban development proj-
ects, and the digital technology sector.
A target of raising 10 lakh crore has
been set under the asset monetization
scheme to encourage private sector
investment. The Indian economy
achieved 6.8 percent growth in the
last fiscal year, but challenges such as
the global economic slowdown, US-
China trade tensions, and domestic
inflation persist. The budget tightly
controlled the fiscal deficit at 4.4 per-
cent, while the effective revenue
deficit was limited to 96,654 crore, a
mere 0.3 percent of GDP. A provision
of 12.5 lakh crore for capital expendi-
ture will give new impetus to the
national infrastructure pipeline. The
target of an additional 50,000 kilome-
ters for highway construction and an
allocation of 2.5 1akh crore for railway
electrification and modernization
demonstrate the commitment to lay-
ing the foundation for the future.
States will be provided with 1.5 lakh
crore in 50-year interest-free loans,
strengthening the federal structure.
Measures such as tax exemptions, a
single-window system, and faster
approval processes have been imple-
mented to promote the public-private
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partnership (PPP) model. The govern-
ment has sent a clear message:
investors, come, we are fully pre-
pared. But the big question is whether
these huge investments will create
jobs in rural and semi-urban areas, or
will they remain confined to the glitz
of the metropolises The middle class,
which contributes approximately 40
percent to the country's GDP,
received substantial tax relief in this
budget. The standard deduction in the
old tax system was doubled from Rs
50,000 to Rs 1 lakh, while it is more
generous for senior citizens. The new
tax system simplified the tax slabs—
zero tax on income up to Rs 5 lakh.
TCS on education loans was removed
(up to Rs 10 lakh), while the rent TDS
threshold was raised from Rs 2.4 lakh
to Rs 6 lakh. Tax relief was provided
on two self-occupied residential prop-
erties, and the deadline for filing
income tax returns was extended
from two years to four years. The
promise to simplify the tax code from
819 sections to 536 is commendable.

These steps are aimed at transform-
ing taxpayers from a mere source of
revenue to a trusted partner.
However, compliance processes must
be further simplified at the ground
level, otherwise these reliefs may
remain limited to mere paperwork.
The budget focused on the agricultur-
al sector, which still accounts for 18
percent of GDP and 65 percent of the
rural population.

The Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhanya
Yojana was expanded to 100 districts,
encouraging crop diversification and
increasing irrigation and storage
capacity. The PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi was increased, and the Kisan
Credit Card limit was raised.
Economic zones were declared in the
Andaman and Lakshadweep for fish-
eries development, with provisions to
strengthen the fruit and vegetable
supply chain. The MNREGA budget
was increased, and the rural credit
scoring system facilitated loans to
self-help groups (SHGs). The leather,
footwear, and toy industries are pro-

tig

htrope

jected to generate 2.2 million new
jobs. These provisions will boost the
rural economy, but the real test will
be whether these schemes will move
beyond paper and reach farms and
markets. Small and marginal farmers
should benefit, not be limited to large
landowners. Prioritizing women's
empowerment, the Lakshmi
Vandana Yojana has been expanded,
and guarantees on self-employment
loans (up to 20 lakh) have been
removed. Home-based work for urban
women will benefit from tax exemp-
tions. A special provision of 10,000
crore for Panchayati Raj institutions
will promote real leadership in states
like Haryana, where women's reser-
vation is 50 percent. These steps are
important towards gender equality,
but effective implementation at the
Panchayat level will be essential. To
empower 60 percent of the country's
youth population (under 35 years), a
budget of over 1.35 lakh crore has
been allocated for the education sec-
tor, including the establishment of 50
new IITs and medical colleges. 2 lakh
crore has been allocated for the SKkill
India program, and an internship
scheme will provide 1 lakh monthly
stipends to 50 million youth. Support
for micro, small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMESs) and an employment-
focused development model. There is
a strong determination to bring the
unemployment rate below 8 percent.
An allocation of 50,000 crore to the
Startup India Fund will encourage
youth entrepreneurship. But the
question remains: will these efforts
lead to job creation, or will the
younger generation continue to wan-
der aimlessly in search of jobs In the
areas of technology and innovation,
the establishment of an artificial
intelligence (AI) center, a revenue tar-
get of 2 1akh crore rupees from the 5G
spectrum auction, and 1 lakh crore
rupees for Digital India. 5 lakh crore
rupees for clean energy—solar parks
and green hydrogen production. 100
percent insurance on foreign direct
investment (FDI). The Public Trust
Bill 2.0 simplifies over 100 outdated
laws. These steps are part of a strate-
gy to make India a developed nation
by 2047, but the digital divide must be
bridged so that rural areas are not
deprived of technology. Finally, the
challenges are not insignificant.
Keeping inflation under control at 5.5
percent and curbing food inflation.
Strengthening border security with a
defense budget of 6.5 1akh crore. 11lakh
crore for environmental protection,
export promotion, and innovation.

Reflections on the Murder of
Gandhi and the State of India

Union Budget 2026-27: Don't Look For
Fireworks Here. Continuity Is The Goal

Seventy-seven years ago, on January 30,
1948, three bullets struck down
Mahatma Gandhi at a prayer meeting in
Birla House. The gunman, Nathuram
Godse, was a Chitpavan Brahmin from
Pune. It was however no simple act of
homicide. It was the Brahminical ideol-
ogy that sought to exterminate Gandhi’s
plural, inclusive vision of India as an
obstacle to a project of Hindu supremacy
and a nostalgic yearning for a restored
Peshwai order. The assassin did not act
in isolation. He was backed by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and the Hindu Mahasabha, and blessed
by V. D. Savarkar the father of
Hindutva. After the assassination, the
RSS sought to distance itself from
Godse. But historians like D.N. Jha
demolished that claim. In his memoir,
Godse’s brother Gopal Godse himself
confessed that all the Godse brothers
had been associated with the RSS at the
time of the murder. Public anger fol-
lowed reports that RSS members had
celebrated the murder by distributing
sweets in parts of Maharashtra pro-
voked public attacks on Brahmin hous-
es at many places. . Ideological disposi-
tion The historical disposition of
Brahminical ideology has been to secure
and preserve supremacy over the reli-
gio-social and cultural order, rather
than to exercise political power directly.
Within the varna hierarchy, rulers who
wielded temporal authority were placed
below Brahmins, their legitimacy
dependent on rituals, codes, and moral
sanction controlled by them. This
deeply entrenched hierarchy shaped
Brahminical attitudes towards political
power, particularly when external
forces entered the subcontinent. As a
social group, Brahmins were rarely
opposed to being ruled by outsiders;
instead, they tended to accommodate
and even support the dominant power,
provided it guaranteed the preservation
of their social hegemony. There is no
sustained historical instance of
Brahmins as a community organising
resistance to an external ruling power
merely on the grounds of foreignness.
Fven 1ider Muiclim riile — sn relentless-

ly vilified in contemporary Hindutva
discourse — Brahmin elites adapted,
served as advisers, administrators, and
intellectual intermediaries, and secured
their privileged position within the
social order. This pattern repeated itself
under British rule. The only moment of
collective Brahminical rage was pro-
voked not by colonial domination per se,
but by the defeat of the Peshwai in Pune
— the singular historical instance of
direct Brahmin political sovereignty.
The subsequent rebellions, including
participation in the events of 1857 (later
romanticised by Savarkar as the “First
War of Independence”), were driven less
by a universal anti-colonial vision than
by the desire to restore lost Brahmin
rule. Even here, the acceptance of
Bahadur Shah Zafar’s nominal leader-
ship illustrates a familiar strategic flexi-
bility: political alliances were nego-
tiable, so long as the deeper structure of
social dominance could ultimately be
reclaimed. Birth of Hindu consolidation
In Indian history, most external groups
that entered the subcontinent eventual-
ly settled, assimilated, and made India
their home. The British — and other
Europeans - were different. They
arrived as merchant capitalists, cap-
tured political power to secure commer-
cial interests, and never intended per-
manent cultural integration. This dis-
tinction mattered. For Brahminical
elites, the real historical disruption had
come earlier from large-scale conver-
sions of marginalised castes to Islam,
which weakened their demographic and
cultural monopoly. Islamic civilisation
posed a sustained challenge to their
authority, creating a deep, if often tacit,
resentment toward Muslim rule. When
the British defeated the Muslim powers,
they were naturally happy. The British,
unlike earlier rulers, were expected
eventually to depart. By the mid-nine-
teenth century, it became clear that
preparations had to begin for reclaiming
political authority by exterminating
Muslims as the competitors. This shift is
traceable to eastern Bengal, where
Brahminical elites felt threatened by

Muclim niimerieal strensth and hv ealo-

nial policies that empowered Muslim
peasantry. Religion was increasingly
mobilised to consolidate Hindu identity
against the “Muslim other.” The intel-
lectual fountainhead of this turn was
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
(1838-1894). In his later novels -
Anandamath, Devi Chaudhurani, and
Sitaram - Bankim articulated a vision
that cast Muslim rule as civilisational
darkness and imagined Hindu regenera-
tion through  militant  unity.
Anandamath (1882) depicted Hindu
ascetics rising violently against Muslim
authority and introduced Vande
Mataram, equating the nation with
Hindu goddess imagery, implicitly
excluding Muslims and Christians from
the imagined community. Bankim’s
project was clearly anti-Muslim. British
rule was portrayed as a one that had
ended Muslim dominance and thus as
benefactor. Thinkers such as Ahmed
Sofa later observed that Bankim was
among the first to articulate the dream
of a Hindu Rashtra. Organisationally,
this vision was seeded through move-
ments like the Hindu Mela of 1867, led by
figures such as Debendranath Tagore,
Nabagopal Mitra, and Rajnarayan Basu.
These gatherings, often described as
“national,” were explicitly Hindu in
character, defining Indian identity
through religious symbolism and
excluding Muslims from the cultural
imagination. The ideological seed had
been sown. The birth and shaping of the
RSS Reform currents within Hindu soci-
ety arose along two tracks: Western-edu-
cated reformers seeking modernisation,
and orthodox revivalists seeking a
return to scriptural “originals.” The
most influential of the latter was the
Arya Samaj, founded by Dayanand
Saraswati, a Gujarati whose movement
found its strongest base in Punjab. After
his death in 1883, its followers decided to
establish Hindu Sabhas, culminating in
the foundation of Punjab Hindu Sabha
on December 16, 1906 under leaders such
as Lal Chand, U.N. Mukerji, and Lala
Lajpat Rai. This consolidation of Hindu
organisational politics was mirrored
amnno Mnslims

Union Budgets are often
assessed by  headline
announcements. Budget
2026-27 should instead be
read as a statement of
macroeconomic restraint
under external stress. Its
defining feature is calibra-
tion. It has anchored fiscal
policy, preserved financial
stability, and extended an
existing reform and invest-
ment trajectory rather than
altering it. While presenting
the Budget, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharman stated, "India's
economic trajectory has
been marked by stability,
fiscal discipline, sustained
growth and moderate infla-
tion", adding that the gov-
ernment has chosen "reform
over rhetoric". The numbers
that follow are consistent
with that claim. The Budget
pegs the fiscal deficit at 4.3%
of GDP for FY2026-27, follow-
ing 4.4% in FY2025-26 (RE).
This meets the commitment
made earlier to bring the
deficit below 4.5% by
FY2025-26 and signals a
steady, rather than acceler-
ated, consolidation path.
Public debt is projected to
decline from 56.1% of GDP
(RE FY2025-26) to 55.6% in
FY2026-27, consistent with
the medium-term target of
50+1% by FY2030-31. The
Budget Estimates imply
non-debt receipts of Rs 36.5
lakh crore and total expendi-
ture of Rs 53.5 lakh crore,
with net tax receipts of Rs
28.7 lakh crore. Net market
borrowing is budgeted at Rs
11.7 lakh crore, with gross
borrowing at Rs 17.2 lakh
crore, indicating no attempt
to compress borrowing arti-
ficially. A  Credibility-
Preserving Step A declining
debt ratio is intended to

reduce interest outgo over
time, thereby creating fiscal
space without raising taxes
or cutting expenditure. In an
environment of volatile cap-
ital flows and weak global
nominal growth, this is a
credibility-preserving
stance. Reform measures in
this Budget are largely
microeconomic and admin-
istrative, but cumulatively
significant. The Finance
Minister cited that over 350
reforms since 2025 have
been implemented, with
emphasis on compliance
reduction, dispute resolu-
tion, and process simplifica-
tion. On taxation, the new
Income Tax Act coming into
effect from April 2026 consol-
idates assessment and penal-
ty proceedings, reduces pre-
deposit requirements from
20% to 10%, converts several
penalties into fees, and
decriminalises minor
offences. These changes tar-
get litigation volume and
compliance cost. Sustain
The Momentum In financial
markets, the introduction of
market-making frameworks
and derivatives on corporate
bond indices addresses a

long-standing gap in second-
ary market liquidity.
Combined with proposals for
municipal bonds, the Budget
attempts to deepen non-bank
financing channels without
direct fiscal support. For
MSMEs, the emphasis is on
liquidity architecture rather
than subsidies. TReDS trans-
actions have already facili-
tated over Rs 7 lakh crore in
financing. Mandating its use
for CPSE purchases, adding
credit guarantees for invoice
discounting, and enabling
securitisation of receivables
aim to reduce working-capi-
tal stress structurally.
Export promotion measures
are important. The Budget
increases the duty-free input
limit for seafood exports
from 1% to 3% of FOB (free
on board) value and extends
export timelines for leather
and textile products from six
months to twelve months.
The removal of the ?10 lakh
per consignment cap on
courier exports directly tar-
gets small exporters and e-
commerce channels. More
consequential are customs
reforms. Duty deferral for
authorised operators is

extended from 15 to 30 days,
advance rulings are made
valid for five years, and risk-
based clearances are expand-
ed. A single digital window
is expected to cover
approvals for agencies
accounting for roughly 70%
of interdicted cargo by April
2026. The implicit assump-
tion is that reductions in
dwell time, uncertainty, and
discretionary intervention
yield competitiveness gains
comparable to explicit fiscal
incentives, particularly
when global trade is increas-
ingly shaped by non-tariff
barriers. Capex Still The
Most Important Growth
Instrument Public capital
expenditure is budgeted at
Rs 12.2 lakh crore in FY2026-
27, up from Rs 11.21akh crore
in BE FY2025-26 and Rs 2
lakh crore in FY2014-15. At
roughly 3.3-3.4% of GDP,
capex remains the principal
growth-supporting instru-
ment within a tight fiscal
envelope. The proposed
Infrastructure Risk
Guarantee Fund marks a
shift from direct spending to
risk-sharing. Partial credit
guarantees during the con-
struction phase are intended
to lower financing costs and
crowd in private investment.
Asset recycling through
REITs, freight corridor
expansion, 20 new national
waterways, and a target to
raise the share of inland and
coastal shipping from 6% to
12% by 2047 reinforce the
productivity orientation of
the capex programme. If one
came looking for fireworks,
this Budget will disappoint.
But if one came looking for a
macro strategy under exter-
nal pressure, it is coherent,
i.e., Consolidate to preserve
credibility and policy room.




e
3

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Business

Assumption of nominal GDP at
10 pc for FY27 realistic: FM

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday,
February 1, said that the estimate for
nominal gross domestic product
(GDP) at 10 per cent for the financial
year beginning April 1, 2026, is realis-
tic. As per the Budget document,
India’s GDP growth in absolute
terms is estimated at Rs 393 lakh
crore. “Inflation is down in India,
and it is remaining there for some
time. Inflation is just not the only
one, which is a deflator. However,
largely you depend on that.
Therefore, the assumption of the
nominal GDP is realistic,” she said,
replying to a query in post-Budget
interaction. Besides, a 10 per cent
nominal GDP growth figure has been
arrived at on the basis of the existing
GDP base year and the methodology.
The government is set to revise the
base year for many important macro-
economic indicators, including GDP
and retail inflation measured
through the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), later this month. The Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) will release
new statistical series with updated
base years on February 27. National
Accounts data will follow 2022-23 as
the base year and will be released on
February 12, and the CPI revision
will take place at the end of
February. Once these new series are
introduced, historical data will be
recalculated, altering growth rates,
inflation trends and nominal values
that form the backbone of fiscal pro-
jections. The Centre proposed sever-

al measures in the Union Budget 2026
for the tourism sector, with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman high-
lighting its importance in generating
employment, earning foreign
exchange and boosting local
economies. Niche tourism and eco-
trails Presenting the Union Budget,
Sitharaman proposed the develop-
ment of “ecologically sustainable”
mountain trails in Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir, and setting up the
“National Institute of Hospitality.”
“The tourism sector has a large role
to play in employment generation,
forex earnings and expanding the
local economy. I propose to set up a
National Institute of Hospitality by
upgrading the existing National

Council for Hotel Management and
Catering Technology,” she said.
India will host the first-ever Global
Big Cat Summit to deliberate on con-
servation strategies with 95 coun-
tries.

Heritage and regional tourism In her
speech, the Finance Minister pro-
posed to “develop 15 archeological
sites,” including Lothal, Dholavira,
Rakhigarhi, Sarnath, Hastinapur
and Leh Palace into “vibrant experi-
ential  cultural destinations.”
“Excavated landscapes will be
opened to the public through curated
walkways and immersive story-
telling skills and technologies will be
introduced to help conservation labs,
interpretation centres and guides,”
she said. A dedicated scheme will

develop Buddhist circuits in the
North-East region, covering
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Assam,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
Further, the government aims to cre-
ate five tourism destinations specifi-
cally within the five Purvodaya (east-
ern) states. There is a renewed focus
on providing modern infrastructure
and basic amenities to temple towns
through the mapping of City
Economic Regions Infrastructure
and connectivity To promote
tourism in remote areas, a Seaplane
VGF (Viability Gap Funding)
Scheme will be introduced to support
operations and indigenise manufac-
turing. Seven High-Speed Rail corri-
dors (such as Mumbai-Pune and
Delhi-Varanasi) are planned to serve

s “growth connectors” for passen-
gers. Taxation and travel ease The
Tax Collection at Source (TCS) on
overseas tour program packages is
reduced to a flat 2 per cent with the
removal of the previous Rs 10 lakh
threshold, although it also means
this tax will apply to all tour pack-
ages. Provisions governing baggage
clearance during international
travel will be revised to increase
duty-free allowances and provide
better clarity to passengers
Institutional and talent develop-
ment Upskilling guides: A pilot
scheme will be launched to upskill
10,000 guides at 20 iconic tourist
sites through a 12-week, high-quali-
ty training course developed in col-
laboration with the Indian Institute
of Management (IIM).
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Textile stocks surge post
Budget announcements

New Delhi: Textile sector
stocks rallied on Sunday
after the government
announced the setting up
of Mega Textile Parks in a
challenge mode with a
focus on integrated infra-
structure and value addi-
tion, among a raft of
reforms. Shares of
Gokaldas Exports surged
10.81 per cent, Arvind Ltd
climbed 5.54 per cent,
Vardhman Textiles
jumped 4.61 per cent,
Pearl Global Industries
went up by 2.48 per cent,
and K P R Mill advanced
2.38 per cent on the BSE.
Rally in these stocks was
in sharp contrast to the
weak trend in equities.
Reversing early gains, the
30-share BSE Sensex tum-
bled 2,370.36 points or 2.88
per cent to slide below the
80,000-mark at 79,899.42 in
the afternoon trade. The
benchmark gauge ended
at 80,722.94, down 1,546.84
points or 1.88 per cent.
The government on
Sunday, February 1,
announced the setting up
of Mega Textile Parks in
challenge mode with a
focus on integrated infra-
structure and value addi-
tion, among a raft of
reforms, including a five-
pronged integrated policy
framework, to provide a
shot in the arm to India’s
employment-intensive

textile sector. The pro-
posed establishment of
new Mega Textile Parks
will attract investments,
improve compliance and
traceability, and create
integrated hubs for scale,
quality control and
exports. It will also sup-
port growth in technical
textiles, a high-potential
segment critical for indus-
trial, medical, defence and
infrastructure applica-
tions. In a major boost to
exports of textiles, leather
and marine products, the
Budget announced the
extension of the export
obligation period from 6
months to 12 months for
exporters of textile gar-
ments, leather garments,
leather or  synthetic
footwear and other leather
products manufactured
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using duty-free imported
inputs. This measure will
provide greater opera-
tional flexibility, ease of
compliance and improved
working capital manage-
ment for textile exporters,
currently grappling with
50 per cent tariffs on
Indian goods imposed by
the US - India’s largest
export market. In her
budget speech, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, “For the
labour-intensive textile
sector, I propose an inte-
grated programme with 5
sub-parts”. Under these
five sub-parts, she
announced a ‘National
Fibre Scheme’ for self-
reliance in natural fibres
such as silk, wool and jute,
man-made fibres, and
new-age fibres.

Futures STT hike rattles markets as

Sensex, lety slide nearly 2 pc

Mumbai: Benchmark stock
indices Sensex and Nifty
dived sharply by nearly 2
per cent on Sunday,
February 1, logging their
worst decline in years on a
Budget day, after Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman proposed a hike
in the Securities
Transaction Tax (STT) on
derivatives. Reversing the
early gains, the 30-share
BSE  Sensex  plunged
sharply by 2,370.36 points or
2.88 per cent to slide below
the 80,000-mark at 79,899.42
in afternoon trade as the
finance minister announced
a hike in STT on futures
contracts to 0.05 per cent
from the current 0.02 per
cent. The barometer settled
at 80,722.94, down 1,546.84
points or 1.88 per cent. The
50-share NSE Nifty tanked
495.20 points or 1.96 per cent
to settle at 24,825.45. During
the day, it tumbled 748.9
points or 2.95 per cent to
24,571.75. Stock exchanges
held a special Budget Day
trading session on Sunday
in view of the budget presen-
tation by Sitharaman for the
next financial year. Sensex

and Nifty logged their worst
decline in years on a Budget
day. Earlier on February 1,

2020, the 30-share BSE
benchmark had ended 2.42
per cent lower, and the Nifty
tanked 2.51 per cent.
Investors’ wealth eroded
sharply by Rs 9.40 lakh
crore on Sunday, tracking a
sharp decline in equities.
Market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies erod-
ed by Rs 9,40,581.75 crore to
Rs 4,50,61,658.60 crore (USD
4.90 trillion) in a single day.
“Market unease, however,
is centred on the increase in
STT on F&O, particularly
the sharper hike on futures.
This comes on the back of
higher capital gains taxes
last year, raising overall

transaction costs for market
participants,” Pranav
Haridasan, MD and CEO,
Axis  Securities, said.
Futures are a margined,
risk-managed product and
not typically the primary
source of retail excess,
which raises questions on
whether higher STT will
deliver the desired outcome
or instead weigh on liquidi-
ty, participation and India’s
market cost competitive-
ness, he noted. “These con-
cerns are being voiced by
foreign investors and
domestic traders, and are
reflected in the immediate
market reaction,”
Haridasan added. From the
30 Sensex firms, State Bank
of India tanked 5.61 per cent,

while Adani Ports lost 5.53
per cent. Bharat
Electronics, ITC, Tata Steel,
UltraTech Cement and
Reliance Industries were
also among the laggards.
Tata Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Sun Pharma and
Titan were the gainers.
Among indices, BSE PSU
Bank dived the most by 5.60
per cent, metal tanked 3.85
per cent, commodities (3.35
per cent), energy (3.14 per
cent), capital goods (3.02 per
cent), utilities (2.98 per cent),
industrials (2.66 per cent)
and power (2.52 per cent). IT
and BSE Focused IT were
the winners A total of 2,375
stocks declined while 1,759
advanced and 175 remained
unchanged on the BSE.
“The increase in Securities
Transaction Tax (STT),
especially in futures and
options, is likely to act as a
marginal negative for for-
eign portfolio investor (FPI)
flows in the near term, par-
ticularly for high-frequency
and derivative-focused glob-
al funds,” Aakash Shah,
Technical Research
Analyst at Choice Equity
Broking, said.

Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh recorded its
highest-ever January

GST collections since the
rollout of the tax in 2017,
with net GST revenue ris-
ing 6.72 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 3,073 crore in
January 2026, even as tax
rates were cut on several
key goods and services.
Total state revenues
across taxes reached Rs
4,704 crore in January, up
7 per cent from a year ear-
lier. The growth comes
despite GST rate reduc-
tions on consumer essen-
tials, durables, pharma-
ceuticals, automobiles
and cement, withdrawal
of GST on life and med-
ical insurance, and the
removal of compensation
cess on most products
from September 2025. The
state’s GST growth out-
paced the national aver-
age of 5.8 per cent (exclud-
ing imports) and ranked
second among southern
states, behind Karnataka,
while surpassing Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and
Telangana, according to
official data. Net GST col-

lections in  Andhra
Pradesh have exceeded
year-ago levels for ten
consecutive months from
April to January, point-
ing to sustained economic
activity and improved tax
compliance.

In January, gross GST
collections stood at Rs
3,479 crore, with SGST
revenue at Rs 1,284 crore,
up 8.37 per cent, while
IGST settlement rose 5.57
per cent to Rs 1,789 crore.
Petroleum VAT collec-
tions increased 7.09 per

cent to Rs 1,490 crore, and
professional tax jumped
25.6 per cent to Rs 38
crore. Officials attributed
the revenue growth to Al-
driven compliance meas-
ures, including data ana-
lytics-led scrutiny, target-
ed audits and identifica-
tion of ineligible IGST
input tax credit claims,
which together yielded
over Rs 144 crore in addi-
tional collections. Total
state revenues across
taxes reached Rs 4,704
crore in January, up 7 per

Andhra posts highest Jan GST col-
lections, outpaces national growth

cent from a year earlier.
Cumulative collections
till January 2026 rose 4.79
per cent to Rs 44,221
crore.

Despite a lower base and
the absence of rate-driven
gains, the state’s revenue
performance has
remained stable, reflect-
ing a widening tax base
and stronger compliance,
officials said. Total state
revenues across taxes
reached Rs 4,704 crore in
January, up 7 per cent
from a year earlier.

ICICI Pru

Smart Insurance Plan

Plus a plan for today's youth,
designed for tomorrow’s goals

BUDGET 2026-27: OVER RS 1300 CRORE ALLO-
CATED FOR FORENSIC RELATED SCHEMES

§?1CICI PRUDENTIALS
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India is at a turning point.
The next ten years belong
to our youth—the dream-
ers and doers who are
driving the nation’s eco-
nomic future. As per
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme
Implementation (MoSPI),
nearly 65% of Indians are
below 35 years. Long-term
disciplined financial plan-
ning and savings will be
the key for them to turn
their aspirations into real-
ity, whether for buying
the first home or retiring
early. In this context,
ICICI Pru Smart
Insurance Plan Plus, a
market-linked life insur-
ance product is designed
to help young earners to
build long-term wealth
while providing financial

security to the family.
With premiums starting
from just 71000 per month,
this affordable product
can enable young profes-
sionals and first-time
investors to start early,
stay invested and benefit
from India’s growth story.
Mr. Vikas Gupta, Chief
Product Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company Limited, said
“ICICI Pru Smart
Insurance Plan Plus is a
cost-effective product,
wherein the entire premi-
um amount is invested as
per the asset allocation
chosen by the customer. It
offers customers 25 differ-
ent funds and four portfo-
lio strategies to choose
from. It also provides par-
tial withdrawals so that

any immediate financial
needs can be met.
Furthermore, it has a
‘Waiver of Premium’ add-
on benefit, ensuring that
even if life takes an unex-
pected turn, the financial
goals of the family are
safeguarded.” The product
structure of ULIPs is such
that it promotes long-term
investment behaviour and
wealth creation. This is
particularly advantageous
for customer since India is
slated to become the
world's third largest econ-
omy by 2028, as per
Morgan Stanley. ULIPs
also provide customers
with flexibility to choose
the asset class and freely
switch between them
without any cost or tax
implications.

New Delhi: The government
has allocated over Rs 1471
crore in the Union Budget
2026-27 for the modernisation
of forensic capabilities, with a
number of other schemes
aimed at making justice swift
and accessible. In the Budget
announced on Sunday, under
the Police head of the Union
Home Ministry, Rs 500 crore
has been allocated for the
modernisation of forensic
capacities under the schemes
for Safety of Women.
Additionally, Rs 14 crore has
been allocated for upgrading
Central Forensic Science
Laboratories, which includes
the establishment of a
National Forensic Data
Centre. The Budget also
includes Rs 130 crore for the
National Forensic
Infrastructure Enhancement
Scheme, which aims to
strengthen the national foren-
sic infrastructure across the
country by setting up various
off-campus National Forensic
Science Universities (NFSUSs)
and other Central Forensic
Science Laboratories
(CFSLs). The NFSU has been

allocated Rs 145 crore to cover
expenses related to academic,
administrative, research, and
infrastructural activities. The
Inter-Operable Criminal
Justice System (ICJS), aimed
to “integrate digital platforms
enabling seamless data shar-
ing among police, courts,
prosecution, prisons, and
forensic agencies”, has been
given Rs 550 crore. The
Budget has also allocated Rs
132.89 crore under the
Criminology and Forensic
Science category, a hike of
around 34 per cent from the
Rs 99 crore provisioned in
Revised Estimates for 2025-26.
This expense covers “admin-
istrative expenditure on the

Directorate
Science and Central Forensic
Science Laboratories. The
provision is also for the mod-

of Forensic

ernisation of Central
Forensic Science
Laboratories with emphasis
on human resources develop-
ment and Research and
Development Schemes, estab-
lishment of Regional
Forensic Laboratories and
DNA Centres,” the Budget
document said. Hospitality
bridge: The government pro-
poses to establish a National
Institute of Hospitality by
upgrading the existing
National Council for Hotel
Management and Catering
Technology to serve as a

bridge between academia,
industry and government.
Digital documentation: A
National Destination Digital
Knowledge Grid will be creat-
ed to digitally document cul-
tural, spiritual and heritage
sites of significance, fostering
a new job ecosystem for
researchers and content cre-
ators. Tourism companies
hail the budget Real estate
player Brigade Hotel
Ventures Ltd said that the
Budget has given the “strate-
gic recognition” to the
tourism sector. City-head-
quartered Aarthi Scans and
Labs also lauded the Budget,
terming it as clear and
strengthening  healthcare
capacity. Vineet Verma,
Director of Brigade Hotel
Ventures Ltd, said the
Budget’'s emphasis on
tourism goes beyond infra-
structure and rightly address-
es the sector’s biggest gap,
skilled human capital. “The
emphasis on infrastructure-
led development, experiential
tourism and ease of doing
business sends a strong sig-
nal to investors and operators

alike. This can accelerate
asset creation, improve quali-
ty standards, and unlock the
sector’s true economic poten-
tial,” he said in a statement.
The tourism industry has
welcomed the government’s
focus on the travel and
tourism sector as a long-term
growth driver and strategic
pillar of India’s growth story.
The rationalisation of Tax
Collected at Source (TCS) on
overseas tour packages and
the focus on tier 2 and 3 cities,
including temple-towns,
through the city economic
regions (CER) development
budgetary allocation of Rs
5,000 crore, will act as a big
boost for the tourism sector,
top industry players said.
Rationalisation of TCS on
overseas tour packages is a
welcome step that addresses
upfront liquidity impact on
Indian outbound travellers,
said Rajesh Magow, Chair,
FICCI Tourism Committee
and Co-founder and Group
CEO, MakeMyTrip.
“Continued focus on regional
connectivity and destination
development.
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IRAN'S SUPREME LEADER WARNS

OF REGIONAL WAR

Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has warned that any attack
would spark a regional con-
flict, as the US continues to
build up its forces nearby.
"The Americans should
know that if they start a
war, this time it will be a
regional war," Khamenei
was quoted as saying by the
semi-official Tasnim news
agency. Donald Trump ear-
lier said Iran was in "seri-
ous discussions" and he
hoped they would lead to
something "acceptable",
while Iran's top security
official Ali Larijani also
said a framework for negoti-
ations was progressing.
Trump has threatened to
intervene in Iran over its
nuclear ambitions and after
its deadly crackdown on
anti-government protests.
As part of its build up of
forces, the US has sent its
aircraft carrier the USS
Abraham Lincoln to the
region and late last week US

World

Central Command said it
was operating in the
Arabian Sea. "[Trump] reg-
ularly says that he brought
ships... The Iranian nation
shall not be scared by these
things," added Khamenei.
Iran is expected to begin a

two-day live-fire naval exer-
cise on Sunday in the Strait
of Hormuz - one of the
world's most important
shipping lanes and a key
route for energy supplies.
Around a fifth of the world's
traded oil passes through

the waterway, which is
about 33km (21 miles) wide
at its narrowest point
between Iran and Oman.
Iran has in the past threat-
ened to close the strait if it
were attacked. The US has
warned Iran against any

"unsafe and unprofessional
behaviour" near its forces
in the area. Iran's Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
responded by saying: "The
US military is now attempt-
ing to dictate how our
Powerful Armed Forces
should conduct target prac-
tice in their own turf." On
Saturday, two explosions in
Iran heightened anxiety in
the country. Local authori-
ties said a blast that killed
one and hurt 14 at a building
in the southern port city of
Bandar Abbas was caused
by a gas leak. Tasnim
denied social media reports
that a  Revolutionary
Guards Corps navy com-
mander had been targeted
in the blast. In the south-
western city of Ahvaz, at
least four people were Killed
in another explosion, with
local authorities again
blaming a gas leak, accord-
ing to Iran's Tehran Times.
On Thursday, Trump said
he had told Iran that it had

IF US ATTACKS

to do two things to avoid US
military action: "Number
one, no nuclear. And num-
ber two, stop killing protest-
ers." The US-based Human
Rights Activists News
Agency says it has con-
firmed the killing of more
than 6,300 people since the
unrest began in late
December, and is investigat-
ing another 17,000 reported
deaths. Another group, the
Norway-based Iran Human

Rights (IHR),
has warned the final toll
could exceed 25,000.

Protesters have told the BBC
that the lethal crackdown by
security forces was unlike
anything they had witnessed
before. In his remarks on
Sunday, Khamenei accused

protesters of attacking
police, the Iranian
Revolutionary Guards

Corps (IRGC) and other facil-
ities including banks and
mosques. "The coup was sup-
pressed,"” Tasnim quoted
him as saying.
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Teenager dies from Swiss
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bar fire injuries, bringing
death toll to 41
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Deadly gun and bomb
attacks hit Pakistan's
Balochistan province

A series of gun and bomb
attacks across Pakistan's
south-western

Balochistan  province
have Kkilled 31 civilians
and 17 security service
personnel, the region's
Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti says. Security
forces responding to the
violence Killed at least 145
attackers during a 40-
hour gun battle, he said.
The Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA)
rebel group had earlier
said it was behind the
attacks, claiming dozens
of soldiers were Kkilled. It
marks an escalation of
violence in the impover-
ished but resource-rich
province, where
Pakistan's government
has been battling an eth-
nic  insurgency for
decades. Pakistan
accused India of support-
ing the BLA. Delhi has
repeatedly denied such
accusations. Grenade and
gun attacks in the provin-
cial capital Quetta and
cities and towns across
the province targeted hos-
pitals, schools, banks and
markets, Pakistan's jun-
ior interior minister

Talal Chaudhry said. "In

each case, the attackers
came in dressed as civil-
ians and indiscriminately
targeted ordinary people
working in shops," he
said, adding that the
attackers had used civil-
ians as human shields.
Armed attackers also
opened fire at security
installations, attempted
to carry out suicide bomb-
ings and briefly blocked
roads in urban areas.
Some key administrative
buildings in Quetta and
nearby roads were report-
ed to have been sealed off
during the day. Mobile
phone services were
jammed, and regional
train services were sus-
pended. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif later
praised the military,
pledging to "continue the
war against terrorism
until its complete eradica-
tion". The BLA said it had
launched a coordinated
operation dubbed Herof,
or "black storm" against
security forces, and
claimed to have killed 84
members of the security
forces and kidnapped a
further 18.

LA 2028 OLYMPICS CHIEF 'DEEPLY
REGRETS' FLIRTY EMAILS WITH
GHISLAINE MAXWELL

The chairman of the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympic
Games has said he "deeply
regrets" decades-old flirty
emails with Ghislaine
Maxwell - the jailed associate
of convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein. Casey
Wasserman's messages to
Maxwell, sent in 2003, were
among millions of files pub-
lished by the US Department
of Justice (DOJ) on Friday.
In one exchange,
Wasserman wrote to

Maxwell: "I think of you all
the time... So what do I have
to do to see you in a tight
leather outfit?" Maxwell is
currently serving a 20-year
prison sentence for recruit-
ing and trafficking teenage
girls to be sexually abused by
the disgraced financier
Epstein prior to his death in
custody in 2019. "I deeply
regret my correspondence
with Ghislaine Maxwell
which took place over two
decades ago, long before her
horrific crimes came to
light," Wasserman said in a
statement obtained by news
agency AFP. He also empha-
sised that he had "never had
a personal or business rela-
tionship with Epstein". "Asis
well documented, I went on a
humanitarian trip as part of
adelegation with the Clinton
Foundation in 2002 on the
Epstein plane.

Israel to ban MSF from working in Gaza over

refusal to pr0V1de staff list

Israel says it will ban
Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(MSF) from working in
Gaza after the medical
charity refused to hand
over a list of its staff in the
territory. The Israeli gov-
ernment had ordered 37
organisations to submit
documents about their
local and international
workers in Gaza, claiming
some in MSF had links to
armed groups Hamas and
Islamic Jihad. The charity
has vehemently denied
this. MSF announced on
Friday that it would not
share a list of its
Palestinian and interna-
tional staff with Israeli
authorities as it had not
secured '"assurances to
ensure the safety of our
staff'. In response, Israel
said it was "moving to ter-

minate the activities" of

MSF in Gaza. The Israeh
Ministry of Diaspora
Affairs and Combating
Antisemitism said the deci-
sion followed "MSF's fail-
ure to submit lists of local
employees, a requirement
applicable to all humani-
tarian organisations oper-
ating in the region". On 30
December, Israel
announced that it was
going to revoke the
licences of 37 international
non-governmental organi-

sations working in Gaza

and the occupied West

Bank, saying they had
failed to meet new registra-
tion requirements. At the
time the diaspora ministry
said the measure was need-
ed to prevent "the infiltra-
tion of terrorist operatives
into humanitarian struc-
tures". The groups - which
include MSF, ActionAid
and the Norwegian
Refugee Council - were told
their operations must end
within 60 days. The move
was condemned by 10 coun-

tries, including the UK,
France and Canada, who
said the rules would have a
severe impact on access to
essential services. MSF
said in a statement on
Friday that it had informed
Israeli authorities that, as
an "exceptional measure",
it would share a list of
names of its Palestinian
and international staff,
"subject to clear parame-
ters, with our staff safety at
its core". "However, despite
repeated efforts, it became
evident in recent days that
we were unable to build
engagement with Israeli
authorities on the concrete
assurances required," it
said. "These included that
any staff information
would be used only for its
stated administrative pur-
pose and would not put col-
leagues at risk.

FRENCH TECH GIANT CAPGEMINI TO
SELL US SUBSIDIARY W()RKING FOR ICE

French technology giant
Capgemini has announced
it will sell its US subsidiary
after its work locating peo-
ple for immigration
enforcement agency ICE
sparked outrage.
Capgemini has come under
pressure from French law-
makers over a contract its
subsidiary signed with ICE,
amid international scruti-
ny over the methods used
by the agency's agents in
Minnesota. The fatal shoot-
ing of US citizens Renee
Nicole Good and Alex Pretti
by ICE agents in
Minneapolis have sparked
protests across the US and
led to increased scrutiny of
the agency. Capgemini
Government Solutions has

been under contract since
18 December to provide
"skip tracing services for
enforcement and removal
operations”, public records
show. Skip tracing services
locate individuals whose
whereabouts are unknown.
Capgemini Government
Solutions is set to be paid
more than $4.8m (£3.5m) for

its work tracing people for
ICE, which is due to contin-
ue until 15 March, US gov-
ernment listings show. It is
one of 13 contracts the sub-
sidiary holds with ICE.
Capgemini, one of the
largest listed companies in
France, said in a statement
that it had not been able "to
exercise appropriate con-

trol over certain aspects of
this subsidiary's operations
in order to ensure align-
ment with the Group's
objectives". It added that
"the divestiture process of
this business will be initiat-
ed immediately". Criticism
of ICE practices has intensi-
fied in recent weeks since
the shooting of 37-year-old
Pretti, the second fatal
shooting of a US citizen
since immigration agents
began surging several cities
across the US, acting on the
Trump administration's
drive to increase deporta-
tions of illegal immigrants.
The Killing of Pretti
involved Border Patrol, an
immigration agency which
works alongside ICE.

Epstein

Jeffrey Epstein made $75,000
(£55,000) of payments to
accounts connected to Lord
Mandelson, bank statements
released by the US
Department of Justice sug-
gest. Between 2003 and 2004,
Epstein appears to have sent
three separate $25,000 pay-
ments referencing Lord
Mandelson. The payments
appear as part of millions of
documents released on
Friday relating to late sex
offender Epstein, the largest
number shared by the US
government since a law
mandated their release last
year. Lord Mandelson said
he had no record or recollec-
tion of receiving the sums
and did not know whether
the documents were authen-
tic. He reiterated his regret
for "ever having known
Epstein" and for continuing
his association following the
disgraced financier's convic-

sent $75,000 to accounts linked to Mandelson

tion, apologising "unequivo-
cally to the women and girls
who suffered". Images of the
former UK ambassador to
the US in his underwear
have also been uncovered in
the latest tranche of Epstein
files. In aredacted picture, he
is seen standing next to a
female, whose face is not vis-
ible. He has said he "cannot
place the location or the
woman and I cannot think
what the circumstances
were". It is not known when
or where the images of Lord
Mandelson and the female
were taken. Being named or
pictured in the files is not an
indication of wrongdoing.
The recently released bank
statements, first reported by
the Financial Times, appear
to show three separate pay-
ments referencing Lord
Mandelson, who was Labour
MP for Hartlepool at the
time, being sent from

Epstein's JP Morgan bank
accounts. The first, dated 14
May 2003, shows a payment
was sent to a Barclays bank
account where Reinaldo

Avila da Silva Lord
Mandelson's partner at the
time - isnamed as "A/C", typ-
ically an abbreviation for
account. In that payment, a
"Peter Mandelson" is named
on the account as "BEN",
which is often an abbrevia-
tion for beneficiary. The sec-
ond and third payments of

$25,000 were made to HSBC
accounts only days apart in
June 2004. In both, "Peter
Mandelson" is the only per-
son named, again as "BEN".
It is unclear if the three pay-
ments ever made it into any
of the named accounts. Da
Silva, who married Lord
Mandelson in 2023, appears
elsewhere in the most recent
Epstein release. Emails from
2009 show Epstein sent him
£10,000 for an osteopathy
course. Asked for a response

to da Silva's loan, Lord
Mandelson said he had been
"very clear" about his rela-
tionship with Epstein in
interviews with the BBC. "I
have nothing more to add,"
he said. Lord Mandelson was
later sent to Washington by
Sir Keir Starmer in
December 2024 as the UK's
ambassador to the US, but
was sacked the following
September after further rev-
elations emerged about his
friendship with Epstein.
Emails revealed he had been
in contact with Epstein after
the US financier's 2008 con-
viction, sending a string of
supportive messages. Asked
by Laura Kuenssberg if the
government was aware of
Mandelson's alleged finan-
cial links to Epstein,
Housing Secretary Steve
Reed confirmed they were
not. "You're talking about
things that happened more

than 20 years ago," he said,
stressing '"there was no
knowledge" about what was
going on at that time. Reed
added that the reason
Mandelson was removed as
US ambassador was because
"there were things he had not
disclosed" to government. "I
think he should answer
questions about his own life,
not me." On 11 January, he
told Laura Kuenssberg that
his relationship with Epstein
was a "terrible mistake".
During the interview, Lord
Mandelson also said he
believed he was "kept sepa-
rate" from Epstein's sex life
because he is gay and denied
seeing young girls at
Epstein's properties. Days
later, he offered a more
direct apology to the victims
of the disgraced financier,
telling Newsnight he was
"wrong" to continue associat-

Slovakia PM's national
security adviser resigns
over Epstein links

The national security advis-
er to Slovakia's prime min-
ister has resigned after doc-
uments released by the US
showed he exchanged mes-
sages about girls and diplo-
macy with the late sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Robert Fico announced he
had accepted Miroslav
Lajcak's departure in a
video message on Saturday,
describing the adviser as
"an incredible source of
experience in diplomacy
and foreign policy". The res-
ignation comes a day after
three million files relating
to the influential financier
were released by the US
Department of Justice.
While the files do not show
any wrongdoing on the part
of those featured, including
Lajcak, they have raised
renewed questions for those
who  associated  with
Epstein. In a text exchange
from October 2018 - when
Lajcak was serving as
Slovakia's foreign minister -
Lajcak and Epstein could be
seen lightheartedly dis-
cussing women and a forth-
coming meeting with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei  Lavrov.  After
Epstein sent an image,
which cannot be seen in the
record, Lajcak replies:
"Why don't you invite me

for these games? I would
take the 'MI' girl". "Who
wouldn't,” Epstein texts
back. "You can have them
both, I am not possessive.
And their sisters." Later on
in the conversation, Epstein
can be seen imploring
Lajcak to ask Lavrov to get
him a t-shirt featuring
Lavrov and Viltaly
Churkin, a Russian ambas-
sador to the UN who had
died the previous year. "You
get the tee shirt. Then you
get the girls,” Epstein
writes, to which Lajcak
agrees. Epstein then says:
"No kidding their sisters are
both swimming in the pool."
"That's not fair!" Lajcak
responds. "Though they're
all under 30. So. Probably
too young for you," Epstein
adds. "Or should I say under
50." "Don't be mean," Lajcak
replies. "You don't know me
in action." In an email to
Epstein in November 2017,
Lajcak asks Epstein to help
a female film producer get
her movie on the shortlist
for that year's Oscars.
Lajcak initially denied dis-
cussing women  with
Epstein when the files were
released on Friday, accord-
ing to Slovak media. He
later reportedly said he had
decided to resign to avoid
damaging Fico politically.

ing with Epstein.




BUDGET 2026:

Khelo India Mission Announced To
Drive Decade ()f Sportlng Excellence

In a landmark announce-
ment during the 2026 Union
Budget session, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman unveiled an
ambitious 10-year roadmap
to transform India's sports
sector. Central to this
vision is the launch of the
Khelo India Mission, a revi-
talised initiative designed
to shift the country from
being a participant to a
global powerhouse in the
sporting arena.
Recognising that the sports
sector is no longer just
about podium finishes but
is a significant engine for
economic growth, the
Minister highlighted its
potential as a major
provider of employment
opportunities. "The Sports
Sector provides multiple
means of employment,
skilling and job opportuni-
ties. Taking forward the
systematic nurturing of

sports talent which is set in
motion through the Khelo
India programme, I propose
to launch a Khelo India
Mission to transform the

Sports sector over the next
decade," Sitharaman said.
The core theme of this
year's sports budget is the
professionalisation of the

industry. Sitharaman
emphasised that the expan-
sion of the Khelo India
Mission would create a vast
array of jobs beyond the
field of play. These may
include:  Technical &
Coaching Roles: A surge in
demand for certified coach-
es, high-performance direc-
tors, and scouts. Sports
Science & Medicine: New
avenues for physiothera-
pists, sports psychologists,
nutritionists, and
researchers. Management
& Logistics: Opportunities

in sports management,
event organisation, and
facility maintenance.

Manufacturing: Job cre-
ation in the design and pro-
duction of high-quality,
affordable sports gear
under the "Make in India"
banner. India Eye Pivotal
Sporting Shift: This strate-
gic shift comes as India pre-
pares to host the 100th

Commonwealth Games in
Ahmedabad in 2030 and
strengthens its bid for the
2036 Olympic Games. By
committing to a 10-year
build-out, the government
is laying the groundwork
for structural transforma-
tion, ensuring that the
"Khelo India" spirit
becomes a permanent fix-
ture of India's national
identity and economic fab-
ric. The Khelo India pro-
gramme was introduced by
the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports to revive
the sports culture in India
at the grassroots level. It
was conceptualised in 2016-
17 and officially launched
with the first Khelo India
School Games in January
2018. Since its inception, it
has evolved from a single
event into a massive nation-
al movement. Here is a brief
on its journey and achieve-
ments so far.

Pakistan announced on
Sunday that they will par-
ticipate in the T20 World
Cup 2026 but will boycott
the match against India.
Pakistan were scheduled
to face India in a group
stage match in Colombo
on February 15. The deci-
sion was announced by the
Government of Pakistan
on their social media han-
dle. The decision was
taken by the government
following the
International Cricket
Council's (ICC) removal of
Bangladesh from the tour-
nament. Bangladesh
requested ICC to shift
their matches from India
citing 'security concerns'
but their request was
denied. “The Government
of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan grants approval
to the Pakistan Cricket
Team to participate in the
ICC World T20 2026, how-
ever, the Pakistan Cricket
Team shall not take the
field in the match sched-
uled on 15th February 2026
against India,” the govern-
ment posted on X (former-
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PAKISTAN TO BOYCOTT T20
WORLD CUP 2026 MATCH AGAINST
INDIA, BUT PLAY IN TOURNAMENT

ly Twitter). The announce-
ment brought an end to
days of speculation over
Pakistan's participation in
the World Cup. Pakistan
had also postponed the
team's jersey reveal for the
Men's T20 World Cup, and
it was understood that the
event would take place
once the verdict on the
team's participation in the

upcoming tournament
was announced. Pakistan,
the 2009 edition winners,

are in Group A for the T20
World Cup alongside
India, Namibia, the

Netherlands, and the USA.
The Salman Ali Agha-led
side will begin their cam-
paign on February 7
against the Netherlands in
Colombo.

HAPPY TENNIS, SERIOUS NAME - THE
MAKING OF CARLOS ALCARAZ

With his Australian Open
triumph, the name of
Carlos Alcaraz is now
engraved on all four Grand
Slam trophies. There is just
one thing you need to know.
"I don't like being called
Carlos," he said in 2022.
"Honestly, Carlos seems too
serious to me, like I've done
something wrong. I like
Carlitos or Charlie." Once a
young prodigy who
smashed racquets when
things did not go his way,
Alcaraz has secured a spot
in the history books once
again as the youngest man
to complete the career
Grand Slam. He is the world
number one, has seven

drop shots and volleys that
few would dare try. Then
there is Alcaraz himself. He
runs around the court with
a puppyish enthusiasm, a
huge smile never far from
his face. The sleeveless
shirts, the cries of 'vamos!',
the ill-advised buzzcut in
New York all add to the the-
atre. Alcaraz plays by the
motto passed down to him
by his grandfather - cabeza,
corazon, cojones. Head,
heart, balls. A reminder to
be brave in the big
moments, to truly go for
what you want. It has
served him well throughout
his career. Tennis, Alcaraz
told Vogue, external in 2023,

Pakistan Star Usman Tariq Hits Back At
Cameron Green's 'Chucking' Accusation

A string of unexpected
scenes unfolded in the
Pakistan vs Australia 2nd
T20I on Saturday after
Aussie all-rounder Cameron
Green was dismissed.
Green, batting on 35 runs,
was Australia's biggest hope
in the chase for 196 after
Mitchell Marsh and Travis
Head's early departure. Just
as Green had started to pose
a serious threat to Pakistan,
he was removed by spinner
Usman Tariq. Green, howev-
er, wasn't happy with his
dismissal, with his gesture
on the way back to the bench
hinting at an accusation of
'‘chucking' at Tariq. Tariq's
bowling action remains
peculiar. He delivers the ball

ing off-break deliveries.
Such a process often makes
the batter perceive as if he
bent in his arm. Tariq isn't a
veteran in Pakistan's inter-
national team but has
played in multiple T20
domestic leagues since mak-
ing his professional debut in

Green feels there's a lot more
behind those impressive
stats than pure skill. On his
way back to the bench,
Green gestured to his team-
mates that Tariq was 'chuck-
ing'. Later in the day, howev-
er, Tariq hit back at Green
on Instagram. The Pakistan

with the picture of a crying
kid. This isn't the first time
that Tariq has been accused
of a suspected illegal action.
The spinner has twice been
reported while representing
the Quetta Gladiators dur-
ing the Pakistan Super
League 2024 and 2025 sea-
sons. On the first occasion,
he was reported by umpires
Asif Yaqoob and Richard
Ilingworth. Last year, he
was reported again by
match officials Ahsan Raza
and Chris Brown. He has
even undergone biomechan-
ical testing at Lahore's
National Cricket Academy
twice. On both occasions,
however, the officials
cleared Tariq's action, and

Carlitos from Murcia.
Watching Alcaraz is, for the
most part, like watching
sunshine personified.

There is a carefree joy in
his shot-making; the huge
forehand that goes blasting
through every surface, the

major titles to his name and
is one half of a potentially
era-defining rivalry. But
before all that, he was

WWE Royal Rumble 2026
Results: Roman Reigns Books
Ticket To WrestleMania 42

is in his blood. His great-
uncle built the club in
Murcia where generations
of the family would play.

In-Form Rohtak Royals Look To Continue
Winning Run Agalnst Gurugram Gurus

he was permitted to contin-
ue bowling in the T20 tour-
nament.

after pausing at the point of
delivery, coming to a near-
complete halt, before releas-

2023. He has a total of eight
T20I wickets at 7.50 with an
economy rate of 5.62. But,

spinner shared an
Instagram Story with the
caption: "After getting out",

WOLVES ACCEPT NEW
£48M OFFER FOR
STRAND LARSEN

In a night defined by the
amalgamation of eras, the
2026 Royal Rumble served
as both a coronation for a
modern underdog and the
definitive return of a leg-
endary bloodline. As the
dust settled in Riyadh, the
WWE Universe witnessed
the heart-wrenching con-
clusion of a "Phenomenal"
career and the rise of two
superstars destined to
headline WrestleMania 42.
By eliminating the formi-
dable Gunther in the final
moments, Roman Reigns
has officially forced a colli-
sion course with the reign-
ing champions in Las
Vegas. This victory pro-
vides the narrative fuel for
Reigns to finally address
the "unfinished business"
lingering from his previ-
ous encounters with both
Cody Rhodes and CM

Punk. Whether he chooses
to pursue the Undisputed
WWE Championship to
restore his status as the
"Head of the Table," or
seeks a blockbuster first-
time singles clash with
Punk on the Grandest
Stage of Them All, this win
ensures that the road to
WrestleMania 42 must
once again pass through
the Tribal Chief. The Men's
Royal Rumble: The Chief's
Redemption The Men's
Royal Rumble match was a
high-stakes battle that piv-
oted on the strategic return
of Roman Reigns. Entering
with the aura of aman who
had nothing left to prove
but everything to reclaim,
Reigns navigated a treach-
erous field that included a
resurgent Cody Rhodes
and a dominant Brock
Lesnar.

Adroit Sports LLP-owned
kabaddi franchise Rohtak
Royals, representing the city
of Rohtak in the inaugural
Kabaddi Champions League
(KCL), are aiming for their
third consecutive win of the
season when they take on
Gurugram Gurus in their
fourth fixture on February 1.
Riding high on confidence
after back-to-back victories
in their previous encounters,
the Royals will step onto the
mat determined to complete
a hat-trick of wins. With four
points and a score difference
of 24, the highest among all
franchisees, Rohtak Royals
currently sit second in the
league standings. The game
between Rohtak Royals and
Gurugram Gurus will be
broadcast LIVE on Zee TV
Network and DD Sports from

8:00 PM onwards on 1st
February (Sunday), 2026.
Displaying grit and authori-
ty, the Royals transformed
their previous encounter
into a one-sided contest with
a commanding second-half
performance. Their ability to
deliver under pressure in
both raiding and defence has
been the driving force

behind their impressive run.
Rohtak will look to sustain
that momentum and produce
another dominant outing
against Gurugram Gurus,
who are still searching for
their first points of the sea-
son. Leading from the front,
skipper Sandeep Narwal pro-
duced a heroic defensive dis-
play in the last match despite

battling a severe fever. His
High-5 and nine-point haul,
the highest in the game,
earned him the Best
Defender of the Match
award. Alongside him,
Naveen, Himanshu, Sandeep
Deswal, Aaryan and Rakesh
will shoulder the responsibil-
ity of building a robust defen-
sive wall. The raiding unit
will once again be spearhead-
ed by star raider Vijay
Malik, who was named Best
Raider of the Match in the
last outing. Supporting him
will be Milan Dahiya, who
has been in tremendous
form, along with local lad
Ankit Rana, who could pose
a significant threat to the
opposition. Head Coach
Surender Nada expressed
confidence ahead of the
upcoming clash.

The most powerful woman in football - meet
game's first female super agent

Rafaela Pimenta has never
scored a goal or managed a
team. But the 53-year-old is
the only football entry in
Forbes' '50 over 50' list for
2026. Every January, the
global media company pub-
lishes the 50 women who
have reached a position of
status and influence that
makes them beacons for oth-
ers to follow. Oscar-winning
actress Penelope Cruz is
there, so too Dame Sarah
Mullally - the first female
Archbishop of Canterbury.
As football's first female
super agent, Brazilian
Pimenta is hugely influen-
tial. Her impressive stable of
clients includes Manchester
City striker Erling Haaland,
Liverpool manager Arne
Slot and 17-year-old Mexican

wonderkid Gilberto Mora.
She radiates warmmess as
she arrives on time to speak
exclusively to BBC Sport.

Once the cameras are
rolling, Pimenta is deadly
serious as she covers arange
of topics, including the treat-
ment of women in football.
But, on the eve of deadline
day, let's start with her con-

cerns about the present
transfer system. "There
needs to be a change," she
explains. "There's too much
power for clubs. "Players are
sometimes hostages of situa-
tions. I'm not fighting for
chaos. We need the transfer
system for the whole thing to
work. But we need more bal-
ance. "We are in a transfer

window, and I can bet you,
because I see it at the end of
every window, somebody
will cry. There's always a
player crying because he
could have gone, needed to
go and a club said they want
£1m more." In October 2024,
the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU)
found rules implemented by
world governing body Fifa,
which govern the way some
football transfers work,
break European Union
laws. Fifa subsequently
introduced an interim
framework based on the
calculation of compensa-
tion payable and burden of
proof if there is a breach of
contract. "Football used to
be more human," Pimenta
adds.

Wolves have accepted a
reduced offer worth £48m
for striker Jorgen Strand

Larsen from Crystal
Palace. Last week, the two
clubs reached an agree-
ment in principle over a
£50m deal for the Norway
international to move to
Selhurst Park. All that
was left was for Palace to
submit a written offer -
and provided the bid was
of the value discussed,
Wolves would have accept-
ed. However, as BBC Sport
revealed, the offer never
arrived as Palace commu-
nicated their intention to
walk away from the deal,
which put the transfer in
jeopardy. Sources claim
that Palace's decision to
pause final talks was down
to reservations over the
total cost of the deal, not
concerns over the player.
The impasse in recent
days has placed further
doubt on the deal. But
with a little over 24 hours
to go until the transfer
window closes, Palace
have now had a new offer

worth £43m plus an addi-
tional £5m in bonuses
accepted - a deal worth
£2m less than their origi-
nal verbal offer. If the deal
goes through, the door
could open for Jean-
Philippe Mateta to com-
plete his drawn-out move
to AC Milan. Mateta wants
to leave Selhurst Park
with the Italian club lead-
ing the chase for his signa-
ture. But Palace are
unwilling to let the France
international go without a
replacement. Wolves are
moving to replace Strand
Larsen and are close to
striking a deal for
Southampton striker
Adam Armstrong for an
initial £7m. There is grow-
ing confidence the move
will be done as Wolves pre-
pare for their expected rel-
egation to the
Championship. The 28-
year-old has 11 goals for
Saints in the
Championship this season
and has 43 goals for the
club since joining from
Blackburn in 2021.
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Creators of "Joe" Kick-start shooting of their
next titled "Haiku" Starring Aegan today
with Netflix securing Digital Streaming Rights

etflix, one of the global

OTT giants known for

its selective curation,

consistently champi-
ons content-driven stories
alongside major star vehi-
cles. The latest addition to
their library is actor Aegan's
'Haiku', with makers proud-
ly announcing that Netflix
has acquired its digital
streaming rights even
before completion. In a rare
move, bypassing the usual
wait for theatrical results,
the shoot kicked off this
morning (February 1, 2026)
with Netflix already on
board. The shooting of the
upcoming Tamil feature
film Haiku commenced
today with a formal pooja
and first clap ceremony held
at Eddiki. Celebrated film-
maker Director Ram,
acclaimed for works like
Peranbu and Taramani,
gave the inaugural clap and
extended his best wishes to
the team, marking an auspi-
cious beginning. Haiku is
directed by Yuvaraj
Chinnasamy and produced
by Dr. D. Arulanandhu and
Mathewo Arulanandhu
under Vision Cinema

House. The film features
additional screenplay by
Hari Haran Ram, who previ-
ously directed the critically
acclaimed Joe. The tech-

nical crew
includes
Priyesh

Netflix,
one of the
global OTT

giants known for its

led by Aegan (known from
Joe and Kozhi Pannai
ChellaDurai), alongside
Femina George (Minnal

Murali, Sesham
Mike-il

selective curation, consistently champions con-
tent-driven stories alongside major star vehicles.

GuruSwamy as Director of
Photography, Sakthi
Pranesh as Editor, and Vijai
Bulganin as Music Director,
known for compositions in
Court and Baby. The cast is

Fathima) and Sridevi Apalla
(Court). With Netflix's early
acquisition signaling strong
content confidence, Haiku
unites an experienced team
and talented cast.
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'Laggam Time' is a Pure Laugh-

Fest: Producer K. Himabind

.
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Laggam Time is produced
by K. Himabindu under the
banner of 20th Century
Entertainments. It is pre-
sented by K. Yashwanth
Kumar. Rajesh Meru and
Navya Chityala feature as
the lead pair. Directed by
Prajoth K. Vennam, the
movie is set to release on
February 6. Its pre-release
event was held today ahead
of the movie's theatrical
release. Speaking on the
occasion, Hero Rajesh
Meru said, “Before Laggam
Time, all the stories I lis-
tened to were violent. But
the moment I heard this
story, I felt I had to do this

film. We worked very hard
to make this movie. Thanks

to the support given by the
media, our film has reached
the audience. Our movie
will entertain everyone. I
request everyone to watch
and support our film when
it releases on February 6.”
Producer K. Himabindu
said, "We have produced
Laggam Time with a lot of
difficulty and at great
expense. We hope the audi-
ence will watch our movie
and tell us honestly
whether they liked it or not.
However, because of the
new trend of re-releases,
small producers like me
and small films like ours
are not getting enough sup-
port and traction. When
these re-releases are also

scheduled for Fridays and
weekends, films like ours
do not receive proper sup-
port. It doesn’t need special
mention how crucial week-
ends are for small films like
ours. That’s why everyone
should think once about
this issue of re-releases. I
can confidently guarantee
that audiences will walk
out of the theatre laughing
wholeheartedly after
watching Laggam Time.”
Director Prajoth K.
Vennam said, “All of us are
newcomers, and when a
film is made entirely by
newcomers, care has to be
exercised. We made sure
there were no mistakes
anywhere.

ARUJIT’S SINGH NEW TRACK
TEASER FROM ‘O ROMEQO’
DROPS AMID CHATTER OVER
HIS RETIREMENT

Mumbai: A teaser from the
new track from producer

Sajid Nadiadwala’s
O’Romeo has been
unveiled in Saturday.

Titled as Ishq Ka Fever,
and sung by Arijit Singh,
the song

arrives
as a

i quiet

reminder of why his voice
has long been the sound of
love for a generation: inti-
mate, aching, and deeply
human. Dropping at a time
when Arijit Singh has spo-
ken about stepping away
from playback singing,
Ishq Ka Fever feels quite
poignant. Adding to its
quiet magic is a recent
glimpse of Vishal
Bhardwaj seen jamming on
the song with Arijit Singh
and Rekha Bhardwaj.
Vishal has shared an emo-
tional moment on his
social media account

where he was seen singing

. Ishq Ka Fever,
¢ recorded by Arijit
Singh, further

reacting to the
Singh’s shocking
recent announce-
ment about step-
ping away from
playback
singing.
Sharing the
video on his
social media
account, Vishal
wrote an emo-
tional note
where he
expressed disbe-
lief over Arijit
Singh’s decision.

DON’T TROUBLE THE TROUBLE

COMMENCES SHOOT IN HYDERABAD WITH

FAHADH FAASIL GREETING FANS ON SETS

Hyderabad witnessed an
exciting cinematic moment
today as Fahadh Faasil
began shooting for his
direct Telugu film, Don’t
Trouble the Trouble. The
shoot commenced amid vis-
ible excitement as a size-
able crowd gathered at the
location, eager to catch a
glimpse of the versatile
star. Taking a brief pause
from the shoot, Fahadh
Faasil warmly greeted the
fans who had assembled,
acknowledging their love
and enthusiasm with his
trademark humility. The
moment turned memorable
as the crowd responded
with loud cheers, adding a
celebratory vibe to the
film’s very first day on sets.
Produced jointly by Arka
Mediaworks and Showing
Business, Don’t Trouble the
Trouble marks the produc-
tion debut of passionate
producer SS Karthikeya,
who earlier tasted massive
success with Premalu as a
distributor. He is also pro-
ducing India’s most await-
ed Varanasi. The film also
brings together acclaimed
producers Shobu
Yarlagadda and Prasad

Devineni, known globally

for backing the iconic
Baahubali franchise.
Helmed by debutant direc-
tor Shashank Yeleti, the
film is positioned as a fanta-
sy entertainer with strong
emotional and content-driv-
en elements. Fahadh Faasil

headlines the project, prom-
ising a refreshing and
unique cinematic experi-
ence. A small video clip
from the sets is currently
making all the noise featur-
ing Fahadh Faasil, director
Shashank Yeleti and pro-
ducer SS Karthikeya greet-

ing fans with a night shoot
underway.

The film is expected to wrap
its shoot by April Music for
the film will be composed
by Kaala Bhairava. The
team is planning a grand
theatrical release in the sec-
ond half of 2026.

“Devagudi” Movie has achieved grand success with the support of audiences from all

sections - director-producer Bellam Ramakrishna Reddy at the movie success meet

roduced under the

Pushyami Film

Makers banner, pre-

sented by Bellam
Sudha Reddy, “Devagudi” is
written and directed by
Bellam Ramakrishna
Reddy, who also produced
the film himself. The movie
stars Abhinav Shaurya,
Narasimha, Anu Sri, and
Raghu Kunche in lead roles.
“Devagudi” was released on
Friday and went on to
become a major success.
With appreciation from
audiences across all cate-
gories, the film is running
successfully. On this occa-
sion, the film’s success meet
was held in Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event,
Director and producer
Bellam Ramakrishna Reddy
said, “We would like to
thank our media friends
who supported our film
Devagudi and the audiences
who made the movie a

grand success. Our film is
appealing to audiences from
all sections. We are receiv-
ing praise that the movie is
engaging with a gripping
screenplay and no lag at any
point. The rich production
values of the film are being
specially appreciated. The
action sequences and song
picturization are also get-
ting good appreciation. All
the reviews have been posi-

and the film has

tive,
received good ratings In our

film, the character
Veerareddy, played by
Raghu Kunche garu, has
emerged as a highlight, and
his performance is being
highly praised. The acting
of Abhinava Shaurya,
Narasimha, and Anushree
in key roles is also impress-
ing everyone. Some audi-
ence members are coming

out of the theatres feeling
emotional after watching
the movie. With the success
of Devagudi, our entire
team is very happy,” Hero
Abhinav Shaurya said,
“The response Devagudi is
receiving has made me for-
get the dream I had for
years of becoming a hero
and all the hard work I put
in. Watching myself on the
big screen in theatres made

me feel extremely happy. In
the reviews too, people have
forgotten my real name
Abhinav and are writing
about me as Dharma, which
means I connected with
them that well. All the cred-
it goes to our director and
producer Bellam
Ramakrishna Reddy garu.
He gave birth to me as an
actor.

I am receiving special
appreciation for a massive
action sequence I performed
in this film against jathara
backdrop. I hope your sup-
port for our film continues
like this,” Narasimha Toshi
said, “My thanks to the
audiences who made
Devagudi a success. After
watching the film, people
from my hometown, along
with my family members
and friends, are happily
calling me. I got the oppor-
tunity to act in a good role
in this film. This success

will remain very special for
me and for our entire team,”
Heroine Anu sri said, “As a
Telugu girl, I have come
before you as a heroine with
the film Devagudi. When I
came out after watching our
film in Tirupati, the audi-
ence were calling me
Shweta Reddy. I believe this
is the real recognition I
have earned as an actor.
The audience is receiving
me very well as Shweta
Reddy in this film. Bellam
Ramakrishna Reddy garu
has crafted every character
in the movie so beautifully.
The fight scenes I per-
formed and the powerful
dialogues I delivered are
receiving whistles in the-
atres,” Actor Raghu Kunche
said, “With the success of
Devagudi, Telugu audiences
have once again proved that
they will definitely support
even a small film if it has
good content.

MOLLY RINGWALD
SAYS JOHN HUGHES’
“DIDN’T WANT” HIS
FILMS TO BE REMADE

M zolly Ringwald doesn’t

want to see any

remakes of John
Hughes* movies. During an
interview with People maga-
zine at the 2026 Sundance
Film Festival, The Breakfast
Club actress was asked her
thoughts of a potential
remake of a film originally
helmed by the late director.
“Well, they can’t be [remade]
because they can’'t be made
without the permission of
[the late] John Hughes, and
he didn’t want the films to be
remade,” she said. “And I
don’t think that they should
be really.” Hughes died of a
heart attack at 59 in 2009. He
wrote and directed a myriad
of beloved ’80s films, includ-
ing Sixteen Candles (1984);
The Breakfast Club (1985);
and Pretty in Pink (1986), all
of which Ringwald starred in.
While the actress isn’t inter-
ested in a direct remake of the
1985 film, she said she would-
n’t mind a new “take” on The
Breakfast Club's story. “I feel
like if somebody does some-
thing, I would prefer that they

do something ... that takes
from Breakfast Club and then
builds on [it], and represents
this generation’s issues
rather than to try to recreate
what was of a different time,”
Ringwald noted. The Run
Amok star also shared the
former cast members she
crosses paths with: “I still see
them from time to time. I
seem to see Jon Cryer the
most, but I love them all.
Annie —Ilove Annie Potts —
and I see Andrew McCarthy
from time to time ... It’s hard
to believe that it’s been 40
years [since Pretty in Pink
came out]” Ringwald
shared a similar during a
Breakfast Club reunion at
Chicago’s C2E2 convention
in April 2025. “I personally
don’t believe in remaking
that movie, because I think
this movie is very much of
its time,” she said. “It res-
onates with people today,
but I believe in making
movies that are inspired by
other movies, but build on it
and represent what’s going
on today.
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