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Israel launches 'wide-
scale' strikes on Iran as 
Trump says US not ready 
to make deal to end war

BANGLADESH 
OVER BOYCOTT 
DRAMA IN T20 
WORD CUP

JAY SHAH'S BLUNT REMINDER TO PAK
Amit Shah flags 
Congress fund misuse, 
launches Rs 2,092 Cr 
healthcare projects

Four family members die of 
suspected carbon monoxide 
poisoning in Punganur

Short Takes

Amaravati, Mar 15: In a tragic inci-
dent in Punganur town of 
Annamayya district, Andhra 
Pradesh, four members of a family 
died after allegedly inhaling smoke 
from a motorcycle that had been left 
running throughout the night, police 
said on Sunday. The incident took 
place during the intervening night of 
Saturday and Sunday at a house on 
Tyagaraja Street. The victims were 
reportedly asleep inside the house 
when the fatal incident occurred. 
Police identified the deceased as 
70-year-old Ramachandraiah, his 
grandson Karthik (15), and his twin 
granddaughters Charita and 
Chandana, both aged eight. 
According to preliminary informa-
tion, Murali, who runs a hair salon in 
the town, had taken his motorcycle to 
a mechanic for servicing on 
Saturday. The mechanic reportedly 
replaced the bore piston due to an 
engine issue and advised Murali to 
keep the engine running overnight.

LPG shortage a concern 
amid West Asia war, 
govt urges shift to 
alternative fuels
New Delhi, Mar 14: The govern-
ment on Friday acknowledged that 
the shortage of Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas remains a matter of 
concern as supply disruptions con-
tinue amid the escalating conflict 
involving Iran, the United States 
and Israel. The shortage has partic-
ularly affected commercial estab-
lishments such as restaurants and 
hotels. To tackle the situation, the 
government has advised commer-
cial users to temporarily shift to 
alternative fuels like coal and kero-
sene. State-run Coal India Limited 
has issued instructions to ensure 
coal supply for small and medium 
commercial consumers so that 
businesses have access to alterna-
tive fuel options.

Gas cylinder blast in 
Navalur house kills two 
children, injures four
Chennai, Mar 15: A devastating 
cooking gas cylinder explosion 
in a house at Navalur on the 
outskirts of Chennai on Sunday 
resulted in the death of two 
young children and left four 
others with serious injuries, 
officials confirmed.The blast 
occurred at a residence on 2nd 
Street in Chamundeswarar 
Nagar, a residential neighbour-
hood in Navalur located in 
the southern suburbs of the 
city. The powerful explosion 
caused panic among residents 
as parts of the house col-
lapsed and nearby homes 
were also damaged.

WORLD I NEWS SPORTS I NEWS

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy on Sunday said that the 
Telangana government accords 
top priority to the welfare and 
development of the Muslim 
community and is committed to 
ensuring inclusive growth for 
all sections of society.

Participating in the Iftar 
party hosted by the State 
Government, the Chief Minister 
extended Ramzan greetings to 
the Muslim community and 
described Ramzan as a holy 
month of spiritual purification, 
discipline and compassion. 
Chief Minister cautioned that 
some political forces were 
attempting to create communal 
divisions by spreading hatred 
among religious communities. 
He stressed that communal har-
mony and brotherhood are 
essential for the country’s 
progress.“We must live together 
with mutual respect and har-

mony. All religions should stand 
united to move the country for-
ward,” the Chief Minister said, 
warning against attempts to sow 
discord among communities.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s commitment to minority 
welfare, Revanth Reddy listed 
several initiatives taken to 
empower members of the 
Muslim community. He men-
tioned that prominent leaders 
such as Mohammed Azharuddin 
have been given ministerial 
responsibilities, while senior 
leader Mohammed Ali Shabbir 
has been appointed as 
Government Adviser, along 
with corporation posts for sev-
eral minority leaders.

The Chief Minister also noted 
that Indian cricketer 
Mohammed Siraj was honoured 
with a DSP post, while world 
boxing champion Nikhat Zareen 
received a cash reward of 2 
crore in recognition of her 

achievements.
Revanth Reddy said the gov-

ernment is allocating substan-
tial funds for minority welfare 
across various development pro-
grammes. He recalled that dur-
ing the tenure of former Chief 
Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara 
Reddy in undivided Andhra 
Pradesh, 4 percent reservations 
were introduced for minorities, 
which helped many access edu-
cation and employment oppor-
tunities.

“This is your government and 
I am your brother. We seek your 
blessings,” the Chief Minister 
said, appealing to the Muslim 
community to support the gov-
ernment’s efforts to make 
Telangana the number one state 
in the country.The Iftar gather-
ing was attended by ministers, 
public representatives, commu-
nity leaders and members of the 
Muslim community from differ-
ent parts of the state.

Telangana Govt Gives Top Priority 
to Muslim Welfare CM Revanth 

New Delhi/Tehran, March 15 
(UNI) The conflict between the 
United States, Israel and Iran 
intensified on Sunday as fresh 
Israeli airstrikes hit Iranian 
territory while Tehran 
responded with missile and 
drone attacks across the 
region, even as U.S. President 
Donald Trump said 
Washington was not yet ready 
to reach a deal to end the war. 
In a media interview, Trump 
had said Iran had expressed 
interest in negotiations but the 
United States would not agree 
to any settlement unless it met 
Washington’s expectations. 
“Iran wants to make a deal, 
and I don’t want to make it 
because the terms aren’t good 
enough yet,” he said, adding 

that any agreement would 
need to be “very solid.”

Earlier, Iranian authorities 
had outlined three conditions 
for ending hostilities: recogni-
tion of Iran’s sovereign rights, 
payment of reparations for 

damage caused by the attacks, 
and guarantees against future 
military action by the United 
States or Israel.

Trump also claimed that 
recent U.S. strikes had severe-
ly damaged Kharg Island, 
Iran’s key oil export hub. 
According to him, American 
forces had “totally demol-
ished” much of the island in 
strikes carried out on Saturday 
and suggested that further 
attacks could follow, saying 
the United States might hit the 
facility again “just for fun.”

The remarks came as Israeli 
forces carried out a new wave 
of attacks across Iran, includ-
ing strikes in the central prov-
ince of Isfahan Province, 
where reports said at least 15 

people were killed. The escalat-
ing hostilities prompted Iran 
to launch multiple barrages of 
missiles towards Israel and 
claim attacks on U.S. military 
bases in Iraq and Kuwait.

Meanwhile, Ali Larijani, 
secretary of Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council, 
alleged that hostile actors were 
attempting to frame Tehran 
through a fabricated terror 
plot. “I’ve heard that the 
remaining members of 
Epstein’s gang have devised a 
conspiracy to create an inci-
dent similar to 9/11 and blame 
Iran for it,” he said, adding 
that “Iran fundamentally 
opposes such terrorist schemes 
and has no war with the 
American people.”

New Delhi, March 15 (UNI) The 
Election Commission on Sunday 
announced the schedule for 
Assembly elections in Assam, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal 
and the union Territory of 
Puducherry, setting the stage for 
the first major round of state elec-
tions after the 2025 Assembly 
polls in Bihar. The poll panel said 
voting will be conducted over 
April in different phases, with 
the counting of votes for all states 
and the union Territory sched-
uled for May 4. According to the 
schedule, polling will be held in a 
single phase in Assam, Kerala 
and Puducherry on April 9, while 
elections in Tamil Nadu will be 
conducted on April 23. West 
Bengal will go to the polls in two 
phases on April 23 and April 29. 
Announcing the dates at a press 
conference, Chief Election 

Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar 
said the Commission had com-
pleted extensive consultations 
and preparations to ensure a 
smooth, transparent and inclu-
sive electoral process.

“We are fully prepared to con-
duct free, fair and peaceful elec-
tions across these states and the 
union Territory. All necessary 

arrangements have been made in 
consultation with state authori-
ties and security agencies,” 
Kumar said. In West Bengal, vot-
ing in the first phase will be held 
on April 23 for 152 Assembly con-
stituencies, while the remaining 
142 seats will vote in the second 
phase on April 29.

The notification for the first 
phase will be issued on March 
30, with April 6 as the last date 
for filing nominations. Scrutiny 
of nominations will take place 
on April 7, and the last date for 
withdrawal of candidature will 
be April 9. For the second 
phase, the notification will be 
issued on April 2, with April 9 
as the last date for nominations. 
Scrutiny will be held on April 
10 and candidates will be able to 
withdraw their nominations 
until April 13.

EC announces Poll dates: Assam, Kerala, Puducherry on April 9; 
Tamil Nadu April 23; West Bengal April 23 & 29; Counting May 4

US-Israel offensive on Iran widens; Trump says 
Washington seeking ‘Very Solid’ deal

New Delhi, March 15 (UNI) 
Senior Congress leader 

Jairam Ramesh on Sunday 
took a swipe at the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party ahead 
of the announcement of the 
2026 assembly election sched-
ule by the Election 
Commission of India, alleging 
that the Model Code of 
Conduct has been reduced to 
what he termed “Modi’s Code 
of Campaigning.”

The poll panel is scheduled 
to announce the election 
schedule for the legislative 
assemblies of Assam, Kerala, 
Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and 
West Bengal at a press confer-
ence in New Delhi at 4 PM.

In a post on X, Ramesh 
wrote, “The Election 
Commission will announce 
the schedule for the 2026 
assembly elections at 4 PM 
today. It would have been 
given the go-ahead by the G2, 
since G1 would have complet-
ed this round of inaugura-
tions, ribbon-cuttings, flag-
offs, and launches.”

He further criticised the 
functioning of the Model Code 
of Conduct, saying, “The 
Election Commission’s Model 
Code of Conduct will soon 
come into effect. But since 
2014 this has come to stand for 
Modi’s Code of Campaigning 
— which will be full of defa-
mation, abuses, intimidation, 
fear-mongering, and spread-
ing the virus of lies.”

The Model Code of 
Conduct, enforced by the 
Election Commission once 

the poll schedule is 
announced, lays down guide-
lines for political parties and 
candidates to ensure free and 
fair elections by regulating 
campaign conduct, govern-
ment announcements and use 
of official machinery.

Assembly elections in the 
five states are expected to wit-
ness intense political compe-
tition among national and 
regional parties.

The previous round of elec-
tions in 2021 saw the All India 
Trinamool Congress retain 
power in West Bengal, the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
form the government in 
Tamil Nadu, the Left 
Democratic Front return to 
power in Kerala, and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
emerge victorious in Assam, 
while a coalition government 
led by the All India N R 
Congress took office in 
Puducherry.

JAIRAM RAMESH CRITICISES 
BJP AHEAD OF ASSEMBLY POLL 

SCHEDULE ANNOUNCEMENT

Iran to hold funeral for killed warship sailors, 
Aluminium Bahrain cuts output

Taheran (TSIT) The Strait of 
Hormuz, the narrow choke-
point through which nearly a 
third of the world’s seaborne 
oil passes, sat at the heart of the 
crisis on Sunday, March 15, as 
Iran kept it shut to American 
and allied vessels, the US ener-
gy secretary admitted the 
waterway was not safe and 
Bahrain’s aluminium giant 
began winding down produc-
tion with no clear end in sight.

The day brought fresh 
attacks across the region, with 
rockets near Baghdad airport, 
an Iranian drone that destroyed 
an Italian military asset in 
Kuwait and yet another wave 
of Iranian drones intercepted 
over Qatar. In Tel Aviv, police 
and city workers were still 
cleaning up after cluster muni-

tion impacts left four people 
injured. And in Washington, 
UN Ambassador Mike Waltz 
confirmed that President 
Trump had not ruled out tar-
geting Kharg Island, the termi-
nal that handles 90 per cent of 
Iran’s crude oil exports.

Qatar’s Ministry of Defence 
on Sunday said its armed forc-

es intercepted and destroyed 
all Iranian drones launched 
against the country, the latest 
in a series of attacks that have 
targeted the Gulf nation since 
late February. The ministry 
said the drones were launched 
from Iran, and that all incom-
ing threats were engaged 
immediately upon detection 
and neutralised before reach-
ing their targets.

Iran will hold a funeral 
procession in central 
Tehran on Wednesday for 
the sailors killed when the 
Iranian warship IRIS Dena 
was sunk by a US Navy sub-
marine in international 
waters off Sri Lanka on 
March 4, one of the most 
dramatic naval strikes since 
the Second World War. 

NHAI announces 
hike in FASTag 
annual pass fee 
effective April 1

New Delhi (TSIT) The 
National Highways Authority 
of India (NHAI) on Sunday 
announced a revision in the 
fee for the FASTag Annual 
Pass, increasing it from Rs 
3,000 to Rs 3,075 for the finan-
cial year 2026-27.The revised 
fee will come into effect from 
April 1, 2026, and has been 
implemented in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
National Highways Fee 
(Determination of Rates and 
Collection) Rules, 2008.
According to NHAI, the 
FASTag Annual Pass has wit-
nessed growing adoption 
among private vehicle own-
ers, with more than 56 lakh 
users currently availing the 
facility.
The revised rate will apply to 
eligible non-commercial vehi-
cles with a valid FASTag seek-
ing the Annual Pass facility at 
around 1,150 fee plazas located 
on National Highways and 
National Expressways across 
the country.

The FASTag Annual Pass 
allows users to make a one-
time payment for a validity of 
one year or up to 200 toll plaza 
crossings, eliminating the need 
for frequent FASTag recharg-
es.NHAI said the pass is acti-
vated within two hours on the 
existing FASTag linked to the 
vehicle after payment of the 
one-time fee through the 
Rajmarg Yatra App or through 
the NHAI website.The FASTag 
Annual Pass was launched on 
August 15, 2025, to provide a 
cost-effective travel option for 
highway users across India.

New Delhi, March 15 (UNI) 
Flight operations between 
India and parts of the United 
Arab Emirates were disrupted 
on Sunday as airlines 
announced cancellations and 
schedule changes following 
restrictions imposed by airport 
authorities in the region amid 
the evolving situation in the 
Middle East. In a post on social 
media, Air India said that fol-
lowing instructions from UAE 
airport authorities, both Air 
India and Air India Express 
had to further curtail their ad-
hoc operations for March 15.

“All Air India Express flights 
planned for the day to and from 
Abu Dhabi, Ras Al Khaimah 
and Sharjah stand cancelled,” 
the airline said.

The airline added that both 
Air India and Air India Express 
will operate only one round 

trip each on the Delhi–Dubai 
route for the day. The flights 
will operate subject to slot 
availability and prevailing 
conditions at the time of depar-
ture.Passengers booked on 
cancelled or temporarily sus-
pended services have been 
given the option to rebook 
their tickets for a future date 
without any additional charge 
or opt for a full refund.

Air India said it 
regretted the inconve-
nience caused to pas-
sengers and reiterated 
its commitment to 
bringing stranded trav-
ellers home safely at the 
earliest opportunity.

Meanwhile, IndiGo 
also informed passen-
gers about changes in 
its flight schedule due to 
restrictions in 

Dubai.“Due to the evolving sit-
uation in the Middle East, 
flight operations have been fur-
ther restricted in Dubai, lead-
ing to changes in flight sched-
ules,” the airline said in an 
update on social media plat-
form X.Airlines are closely 
monitoring the situation and 
have advised passengers to 
check the latest flight status 
before heading to airports.

Airlines cancel flights to three UAE cities on Sunday amid middle east situation
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NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla on Sunday expressed 
"deep concern" over showing of 
banners, placards, posters and 
use of certain language inside the 
House by some MPs and urged 
leaders of all political parties to 
ensure discipline and high ethical 
conduct among their members.

In a letter to leader of all politi-
cal parties having members in Lok 
Sabha, Birla said the House has 
always had a glorious tradition of 

but for some time now, the dignity 
and prestige of the country's par-
liamentary democracy are being 
undermined by some of the mem-
bers -- both inside and outside the 
chamber and within the Parliament 
complex.

"The manner in which banners, 
placards, and posters are being 
displayed, the kind of language 
being used, and the conduct and 
behaviour being exhibited inside 
the chamber and the Parliament 
House complex is a matter of deep 
concern for all of us.

"There is a need for all of us to 

analysis of this situation, both indi-
vidually and collectively," he said in 
the letter written in Hindi.

The letter was sent to the lead-

ers of the political parties days after 
a motion to remove Birla was de-
feated in Lok Sabha by voice votes.

motion against Birla, the opposi-
tion parties accused him of bias 
and not giving opportunities to to 
them to speak.

In the past, Birla said in the let-
ter, whenever a decline in the stan-
dards of conduct and behaviour 
was felt within the House, confer-
ences were organised from time 
to time by all political parties and 
other stakeholders, where discus-
sions and dialogues were held on 
the preservation and promotion 
of the dignity and prestige of the 
country's democratic institutions.

He said this subject has also 
been discussed in the Presiding Of-

have been passed.
"I too have urged you on sev-

eral occasions-during meetings of 

with leaders of political parties, 
and on other instances to maintain 
high standards of conduct and be-
haviour.

"It is my humble request that 
the entire country observes our 
conduct and behaviour, and the 
message from the Parliament reso-
nates across all democratic institu-

tions in the country," he said.
The Speaker said the time has 

come to engage in serious contem-
plation and introspection to main-
tain the high dignity and prestige of 
the democratic institutions.

In particular, he said, the top 
leadership of all political parties 
and the leaders of all parties in the 

to ensure discipline and high eth-
ical conduct and behaviour among 
their members within the chamber 
and the Parliament House com-
plex.

in this direction, the public's faith 
in parliamentary democracy will 

certainly be further strengthened, 
and the prestige and decorum of 
the House will continually en-

all extend your full cooperation in 
upholding the glorious traditions 
of this great institution," he said.

Birla said the Parliament is the 
supreme democratic institution 
representing the sovereign aspira-
tions of the 140 crore citizens of the 
country and every voice expressed 
in the Parliament represents the 
hopes, aspirations, and expecta-
tions of millions of citizens.

The Parliament House complex 
is a sacred site for all of us, he said.

The Speaker said the House rep-
resents discussion, dialogue, agree-
ment-disagreement, and diverse 
thoughts and perspectives.

"This House has always main-
tained high decorum and a glorious 
tradition. As members of the coun-
try's supreme democratic institu-
tion, our responsibility to maintain 
the dignity and prestige of all dem-
ocratic institutions becomes even 
greater.

"As the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha, I am writing this letter to 
you not merely as a formal com-
munication, but with a sense of our 
shared responsibility toward the 
democratic system," he said.

Birla writes to leaders; expresses concern 
over showing of banners, placards, behaviour

GUWAHATI: Political 
parties in Assam asserted 
on Sunday that they are 
fully prepared for the As-
sembly elections to be held 
in a single phase on April 9, 
with the opposition camp 

-
mission to ensure free and 
fair polls.

They maintained that 
the short period in the run-
up to the elections will not 
hamper poll prospects in 
any manner.

BJP senior spokes-
person Rupam Goswami 
claimed the public has al-
ready made their choice 

of forming the government 

for a third straight time in 
the state. "As a party, the 
BJP is always ready to face 
any elections. Our prepa-
rations are complete. The 
candidate list will also be 
declared soon," he told PTI.

He maintained that the 
voters have also made up 
their minds on whom to 
support, with the ruling 
BJP-led alliance comfort-
ably ahead of the opposi-
tion in this regard.

"The people know who 
to vote for. It is also good 
that the elections will be 
over before Bohag Bihu and 
all can celebrate the As-
samese New Year," Goswa-
mi added. The BJP senior 

spokesperson further said 
that the single-phase elec-

government, which will be 

department chairman Be-
dabrata Bora said the par-
ty is fully prepared for the 
elections.

"We already had an in-
kling that it will be a sin-
gle-phase election in the 

preparations were on in 
that line, and we are ready 
for it," he said.

"That is why two lists of 
our party candidates have 
already been published," 

Bora added.
-

phasised that the only con-
-

sure free and fair elections.
Opposition AIUDF 

chief Badruddin Ajmal also 
stressed the need for free 
and fair elections.

"Our party is ready for 

has to ensure that it is free 
and fair one, and there is no 
'vote chori'," he said.

Ajmal also urged the 
youth to come out and vote 
to elect the new govern-
ment.

"We will be contesting 
in 25-30 seats and prepa-
rations are complete for it," 

the former MP added.
The Assam Jatiya Pari-

shad (AJP) alleged that the 
decision to complete the 
entire election process in 
the state within just three 

the ruling BJP.
In a press statement, 

AJP president Lurinjyoti 
Gogoi and general secretary 
Jagadish Bhuyan said the 
"ruling party has abundant 

control over the govern-
ment machinery, enabling 
it to conduct widespread 
election campaigns across 
the state, including the use 
of helicopters to travel ex-
tensively."

"Opposition parties, 
however, do not enjoy such 
resources and will face seri-

-
ing their campaigns within 
such a limited time frame," 
they added.

undertaken on May 4.
In the current 126-mem-

ber Assam Assembly, the 
ruling BJP's strength is 64, 
while its allies AGP has nine 
MLAs, UPPL has seven and 
BPF has three members.

In the opposition camp, 

AIUDF has 15 members, 

There is one Independent 
legislator as well.

Assam: Pol parties prepared for Apr 9 
polls; urge EC for free, fair elections

KOLKATA: The Indi-
an Institute of Technolo-
gy-Kharagpur has signed 
an agreement with Malda 
Dakshin MLA Sreerupa 

-
ment development initia-
tives in her constituency.

An institute spokesper-
son said on Sunday that 
the recent signing marked 
a collaboration between the 
premier institute and a peo-
ple’s representative to pro-
mote technology-enabled 
development in the region.

The agreement, signed 
as part of IIT-Kharagpur’s 
Platinum Jubilee year, will 

see the institute act as the 
implementing agency for a 
development project fund-
ed under the ‘Bidhayok 
Elaka Unnayan Pariyojna’ 
(MLA local area develop-
ment scheme) and facilitat-

As part of the initiative, 
IIT-Kharagpur will work 
with institutions, including 
the Border Security Force, 
Eastern Railway Malda Di-
vision and Kendriya Vidy-
alaya Sangathan, to imple-
ment technology-driven 
projects focused on educa-
tion, public safety and sus-
tainability in the district, 

the spokesperson said.
Under the programme, 

AI-enabled smart class-
room infrastructure and 
STEM laboratories will 
be set up in two schools 
in Malda, while a solar 
lighting network will be 
installed at select public 
locations linked to securi-
ty, railway and community 
spaces.

IIT-Kharagpur Director 

the institute’s commitment 
to applying science and 
technology for societal de-
velopment.

Bengal: IIT-KGP signs agreement with MLA to 
undertake development initiatives in Malda

SHIMLA: A day ahead 
of the Rajya Sabha elec-

MLAs, who were lodged at 
two resorts in Kufri near 
Shimla, were shifted to Ka-
sauli in Solan district amid 
tight security and through 
the rain and hail that lashed 
the state capital and adjoin-
ing areas on Sunday after-
noon.

Kufri around 4.20 pm in 
three small buses within a 
heavily guarded motorcade. 
Sources said that 40 rooms 
have been booked for them 
at a hotel in Kasauli, located 

-
garh.

Polling for the Rajya 
Sabha elections in Hary-
ana will be held between 9 
am and 4 pm on March 16. 
Votes will be counted from 
5 pm the same day.

Amid concerns over in-

Haryana MLAs to Kufri in 
the suburbs of Shimla on 
Friday.

Thirty-seven rooms 
were booked in two hotels 
to house these MLAs and 
the people accompanying 

allowed inside, while the 
media were kept at a dis-
tance.

While Leader of Oppo-
sition in Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly Jairam Thakur 
had stated that bringing 

Shimla and "placing them 
under house arrest in a 
luxury hotel" ahead of the 
election was "abduction of 

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
has so far refrained from 
commenting.

Thakur said the mobile 
phones of these MLAs were 

chain" and not allowed to 
step outside, he alleged, 

-
gress has lost faith in its 
own legislators.

Two Rajya Sabha seats 
would fall vacant in Hary-
ana as BJP members Kiran 

-
der Jangra are set to com-
plete their terms on April 9.

BJP's Sanjay Bhatia, 

Boudh and BJP-backed In-
dependent candidate Satish 
Nandal are in the fray for 
those seats, with each can-
didate requiring 31 votes to 
make it to the upper house.

37 members in the Hary-
ana Assembly, has the re-
quired strength to help its 
candidate win a seat. The 
prospects, however, could 
be in jeopardy in case of 
cross-voting.

The ruling BJP has 48 
MLAs, the Indian National 
Lok Dal has two MLAs, and 
three legislators are Inde-
pendents in the 90-member 
Assembly.

Haryana Congress MLAs shifted to HP's  
Kasauli from Kufri ahead of RS elections

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
-

rayi Vijayan and 11 of his 
cabinet colleagues were 
among the 81 candidates 
announced by the ruling 

April 9 Assembly polls in the 
state.

The list was released by 

V Govindan at a press con-
ference here soon after the 
schedule of the election was 
declared by the Election 

Of the 81 candidates 
announced, six are par-
ty-backed independents. The 
independent candidates for 

-
duvalli, Kottakkal, Kondotty, 
Tirur and Palakkad-will be 
declared soon, he said.

As many as 56 sitting 
MLAs are in the fray, he 

said, adding that 11 minis-

Vijayan is the only mem-

contesting the polls, Govin-
dan said.

However, A N Shamseer, 
who is now serving as As-
sembly Speaker, and M M 
Mani, a party veteran from 
high range Idukki district, 

list.
While Vijayan has been 

Dharmadam in Kannur 
district, senior leader K K 
Shailaja has been shifted to 
Peravoor from her current 
bastion-Mattannoor.

Apart from Vijayan, the 
ministers contesting the 
polls are O R Kelu (Manan-
thavady), P A Mohammed 
Riyas (Beypore), V Abdura-

himan (Tanur), M B Rajesh 
(Thrithala), R Bindu (Irin-
jalakuda), P Rajeev (Ka-
lamassery), V N Vasavan 

-

George (Aranmula), K N 
Balagopal (Kottarakkara) 
and V Sivankutty (Nemom).

As many as 10 wom-
en candidates are in the 

They include K K Shailaja, 
P K Syamala , K Santhaku-
mari, R Bindu, M B Shiny, 
Pushpa Das, Dalima Jojo, 
U Prathibha, Veena George 
and O S Ambika.

Among them, two are 
ministers and one is a for-
mer minister. Shyamala, 
contesting from Taliparam-
ba constituency, is the wife 
of Govindan.

Govindan said the LDF 
government had ensured 
pro-people welfare and de-
velopment in all sectors and 
that the past decade had wit-
nessed the implementation 
of several projects once con-
sidered impossible.

He also claimed that the 
last 10 years had been a pe-
riod without communalism 

He further said that the 
selection of candidates was 
carried out in a democratic 
manner.

While replying to a ques-
tion, the Marxist party state 
secretary said the candi-
date for Thiruvananthapu-

-
nounced after the verdict in 
the material evidence case 
involving expelled MLA Ant-
ony Raju is pronounced on 
Monday.

JAIPUR: Parts of Rajas-
than witnessed light rain 
and drizzle accompanied by 
thunder in the northern re-
gions in the past 24 hours, 
the Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Sunday.

The department said 
weather conditions across 
the state are expected to re-
main largely dry on March 
16 and 17.

However, a fresh and 
strong western disturbance 
is likely to become active 
over the region between 
March 18 and 21, bringing 
the possibility of thunder-
storms, gusty winds with 
speeds of 40-50 kmph and 
rainfall at isolated places.

On March 18, parts of 
the Jodhpur and Bikaner 
divisions may witness light 
rain accompanied by thun-
derstorms and gusty winds, 
while the rest of the state is 

likely to experience mainly 
dry weather.

The impact of the west-
ern disturbance is expected 
to be the highest on March 
19 and 20, when parts of the 
Jodhpur, Bikaner, Ajmer, 
Jaipur and Bharatpur divi-
sions may experience thun-
derstorms, strong winds 
and rain at some places, the 
department said.

was recorded as the hottest 
place in the state on Sun-
day, followed by Kota at 38 

-
sius.

The maximum tempera-
ture in the state capital, 
Jaipur, settled at 35.7 de-

-
sius.

Light rain lashes parts of 
Rajasthan; fresh western disturbance 

likely on Mar 18: Met
NEW DELHI: The BJP on 
Sunday welcomed the an-
nouncement of the schedule 
of the Assembly polls in four 
states and a Union Territo-

that people will give their 
mandate in favour of devel-
opment, stability and good 
governance.

According to the Election 

will be held on a single day in 
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry 
(April 9) and Tamil Nadu 
(April 23), while West Bengal 
will see two-phase polling -- 
on April 23 and April 29.

Welcoming the announce-
ment of the poll schedule, 
BJP general secretary Tarun 

a grand festival of democra-
cy, an occasion that not only 

strengthens public participa-
tion but also paves new paths 
for development, public wel-
fare and good governance."

It is an opportunity for the 
people to exercise their fran-
chise and further empower 
democracy, he said in a post 

the vigilant citizens of these 

states will uphold democratic 
values and deliver a decisive 
mandate in favour of devel-
opment, stability and good 
governance," the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader 
added.

BJP spokesperson 
Pradeep Bhandari said with 
the announcement of the poll 

schedule, the "reverse count-
down" has begun for the 

"Bengal is all set to vote 
for 'Poriborton (change)'. 
Bengal is all set to vote for 
development. Bengal is all 
set to vote for BJP; Bengal is 
all set to vote for PM Naren-
dra Modi. This election 2026; 

Bhandari said in a post on X.
BJP election in-charge for 

Kerala Vinod Tawde asked 
party workers to reach "ev-
ery home" with Prime Min-
ister Modi's vision of "Viksit 
Bharat, Viksit Keralam", and 
strengthen the movement for 
development and inclusive 
governance in the southern 
state.

People will vote in favour of 
development, stability: BJP MUMBAI: Samajwadi Par-

ty (SP) president Akhilesh 
Yadav on Sunday supported 
the demand for conferring 
Bharat Ratna on BSP found-
er Kanshi Ram, as he hailed 
contributions made by the 
BSP founder in uniting and 
empowering the Bahujan 
community.

Addressing a press con-
ference on the sidelines of 
a programme, the former 
Uttar Pradesh chief minister 
said Kanshi Ram worked to 
secure justice for marginal-
ised communities.

On the occasion of Kan-
shi Ram's birth anniversa-
ry, Yadav highlighted the 

for social justice and equal-
ity as envisioned by Dr B. R. 
Ambedkar and Kanshi Ram.

"Kanshi Ramji followed 
Ambedkar's vision to se-
cure rights and justice for 
marginalised communities. 

There was a time when Ne-
taji (Mulayam Singh Yadav) 
and Kanshi Ramji formed 
a joint government in UP, 
also strengthening the BSP," 
he said.

Responding to a query, 
Yadav said, "We feel Kanshi 
Ram should be given Bharat 
Ratna honour."

Yadav disclosed that he 
aligned with the BSP in 2019 
with the aim of supporting 
"Mayawati as a potential 
Prime Ministerial candi-
date, though the alliance 
didn't succeed".

"Kanshi Ramji worked 
for uniting and empowering 
the Bahujan community. 
The Samajwadi Party will 
uphold these ideals in future 
political struggles. There is 

for social justice and equal-
ity as envisioned by B R 
Ambedkar and Kanshi Ram-
ji," the SP leader added.

Akhilesh Yadav supports Bharat 
Ratna demand for Kanshi Ram

Actor Madhu Malhotra dies at 71
MUMBAI: Veteran actor Madhu Malhotra, best known for 
her work in 'Satte Pe Satta' and 'Karz', passed away following 
heart failure, her son Manu said. Malhotra died on Friday, 
aged 71. "Mom passed away on March 13 at 12.30 pm at the 
Holy Spirit hospital in Andheri. She had cardiac issues; she 
had blockages in the heart. She passed away due to heart 
failure," Manu told PTI. Malhotra was a known actor, who 

of her popular movies include 'Kaala Patthar', 'Vidhaata', 
'Sambandh', and 'Ghulam' among many others.

She also garnered attention with her appearance in the 
song 'Lambi Judaai' from Subhash Ghai's movie 'Hero'.
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Karnataka

Bengaluru : The com-
prehensive development 
works of Halasuru Lake, 
one of the prominent 
lakes in Bengaluru city, 
are currently in progress. 
Various development 
activities are being 
undertaken with the 
objective of improving 
the lake’s environment 
and providing better rec-
reational facilities for the 
public, said Rajendra 
Cholan, Commissioner of 
Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation.

In order to enhance the 
lake’s water storage 
capacity, desilting works 
are being carried out to 
remove silt that has accu-
mulated over the past 25 
years. This will increase 
the depth of the lake, sig-
nificantly improve its 
water holding capacity, 
and also help in raising 
the surrounding ground-
water levels.

In addition, a two-level 
walkway with bund pro-
tection is being con-
structed around the lake 
to provide a convenient 
walking path for visitors. 
This will enable citizens 
to walk safely, relax, and 
benefit from improved 
health.

As part of safety mea-
sures, ornamental grills 
are being installed along 
the lake boundary, which 
will enhance public safe-
ty as well as add to the 
aesthetic appeal of the 
lake.

A connecting bridge 
linking the lake area 
with the nearby park is 
also being constructed. 
Along with this, a new 
Kalyani and other allied 
development works are 
being undertaken.

Reconstruction of three 
islands in the lake:

There are three islands 
in Halasuru Lake, which 
are currently in a deteri-
orated condition. These 
islands will be recon-
structed as part of the 
development works.

Facilitating NDRF 
training:

With the increase in 
water depth following 
desilting works, a section 
of the lake will become 
suitable for training 
activities conducted by 
NDRF personnel.

Seating arrangements 
will also be provided for 

the convenience and 
relaxation of citizens and 
walkers. The park area 
along the lake will also be 
developed by planting 
various species of plants 
to make the surround-
ings more attractive. 
Through these develop-
ment initiatives, the pri-
mary objective is to 
maintain the ecological 
balance of Halasuru Lake 
while providing citizens 
with a pleasant environ-
ment for recreation and 
r e l a x a t i o n , 
Commissioner Rajendra 

Comprehensive development works of Halasuru 
Lake are in progress: Rajendra Cholan

Bengaluru: In recent years, the num-
ber of female-led action films in Kannada 
has been very rare. Now a new film is 
joining the ranks of such rare films. The 
name of that film is ‘Police Complaint’. 
Actress Varalakshmi Sarathakumar, 
who was recently seen in the film ‘Mark’, 
and Ragini Dwivedi are playing the lead 
roles in the film ‘Police Complaint’, 
which also features Naveen Chandra 
and Krishna Sai as the lead actors. The 
rest of the cast includes big artists like 
Ravi Shankar, Sharath Lohitashwa, Anil 
Raj, Saptagiri, Prithviraj, Gemini 
Suresh.

Sanjeev Megoti, who previously direct-
ed films like ‘Anu’, ‘Dandu’, ‘Aaptha’ 
starring Pooja Gandhi in Kannada, has 
directed the film ‘Police Complaint’. The 
film is produced under the banner 
‘AASK Prameedashree Films’. The film 
team, which has already completed most 
of the post-production work of the film 
‘Police Complaint’, recently released the 
first teaser and a song of the film ‘Police 
Complaint’.

Actress Prema and the first song of the 
film ‘Police Complaint’ were released by 
the president of the ‘Kannada Film 
Directors Association’ N.R.K. 
Vishwanath and wished the film team all 
the best. Speaking on the occasion, the 
film’s director Sanjeev Megoti said, ‘I am 
happy to be returning to the Kannada 
film industry after almost ten years with 
the film ‘Police Complaint’. This is an 
action-comedy horror-thriller story line. 
We have made this film keeping in mind 
the theme of how the karma I have done 
haunts us. More than 50 artists from 
Kannada and Telugu have acted in vari-

ous roles in this film. This film has been 
made in Kannada and Telugu languages, 
and there are plans to release this film in 
both languages   simultaneously.

Talking about her role in the film 
‘Police Compliant’, actress Ragini 
Dwivedi expressed confidence that ‘This 
is a different film in my film career. In 
this, my role revolves around the rela-
tionship between a mother and a child. 
Along with action and horror, emotions 
are also present in the film. All types of 
audiences will like this film.’ Speaking 
about the film, Krishnasai, one of the 
lead actors, said, ‘I have acted in a few 
films in Telugu so far. This is my first 
film as a lead actor in Kannada. The 
film’s story and character are very good.’ 
The first song of the film ‘Police 
Compliant’ has been composed by 
Aarohana Sudhindra and B. R. Chhaya 
has given voice to the song. The cinema-
tography of the film ‘Police Compliant’ is 
by Harish Sondekoppa. Other key artists 
and technicians of the film who were 
present at the teaser and song launch of 
the film ‘Police Compliant’ shared their 
experiences about the film.

Varalakshmi-Ragini action story 
in ‘Police Complaint’

Scientists Discover Unique Building 
Block of Human Vision

R
esearch shows that 
infants primarily see 
high-contrast, simple 
patterns, forming an 

essential visual foundation for 
later development and influenc-
ing both human vision and AI 
training.What do infants see? 
What do they look at? The 
answers to these questions are 
very different for the youngest 
babies than they are for older 
infants, children, and adults. 
Characterized by a few high-
contrast edges in simple pat-
terns, these early scenes also 
contain the very materials need-
ed to build a strong foundation 
for human vision.

That is the finding of a new 
study which was recently pub-
lished in Science Advances by 
IU researchers Erin Anderson, 
Rowan Candy, Jason Gold, and 
Linda Smith. “The starting 
assumption for everybody who 
thinks about the role of experi-
ence in visual development has 
always been that at the scale of 
everyday experience, visual 
input is pretty much the same 
for everyone,” explains princi-
pal investigator Linda Smith, a 
professor in the Department of 
Psychological and Brain 
Sciences. “Yet, this study says, 
no, visual input changes with 
development. It’s not the same 
for everybody. The daily life 
input for very young infants 
appears to be unique to that 
age.” Prior studies in the labora-
tory and clinic had shown that 
young infants prefer to look at 
simple, high-contrast scenes of 
big black stripes and checker-
boards. The current study is the 
first to ask to what extent these 
preferences make up their 
daily life input. “To see what 
young babies see and look at,” 
says Anderson, a former post-
doctoral researcher in Smith’s 
Cognitive Development Lab, 
she and her colleagues put 
head cameras on infants to 
wear in the home during daily 
life activities.

“You can buy ‘baby flash 
cards’ for newborns that show 
these simple, high-contrast 
images,” she explains. “What 
the head-camera videos show, 
what this work shows, is that 
young infants find these types of 
images all around them in their 

daily life, just by looking at 
things like lights and ceiling cor-
ners.” “What we found is a very 
special, early ‘diet’ for visual 
development,” adds Smith. “As 
with food, young infants do not 
start with rich, complex meals 
or pizza, but rather with simple, 
developmentally specific 
nourishment.”Previous work 
has recognized the critical 
nature of this early period to the 
future development of human 
vision. For example, infants 
born with visual abnormalities 
such as cataracts or those in 
orphanages with limited visual 
experiences have been shown to 
have lifelong visual deficiencies. 
The current study offers some 
preliminary data for addressing 
these deficiencies. It also has 
important implications for the 
makings of AI visual systems, 
which likewise acquire stronger 
visual skills when training 
begins with the same simple, 
high-contrast visual content.

To identify the properties of 
visual input in infants at 
approximately three to 13 
months old, the researchers 
placed head-mounted video 
cameras on 10 infants and 10 of 
their adult caregivers, collect-
ing and analyzing 70 hours of 
visual documentation of at-
home daily life. Clear differ-
ences emerge between the con-
tents of the infants and adults’ 
images with a higher concen-
tration of simple patterns and 
high-contrast edges within the 
views of infants than in those 
of adults.

Smith infers that the reason 
for these views is not only that 
infants will turn their heads to 
look at the features of the world 
they can see, but that parents or 
caregivers are likely to put them 
in places where they like to look 

at things. “You have to think why 
they are where they are. There is 
probably some natural knowl-
edge implicit on the part of par-
ents to leave infants where like to 
look at things. Mom’s not gonna 
bother you if you’re not fussing,” 
she observes.Yet, is this small 
group of participants from 
Bloomington, Indiana represen-
tative of infants more broadly 
around the world? To answer this 
question Smith’s lab conducted 
the same experiment with a col-
laborator in a small, crowded 
fishing village in Chennai, India 
where electricity is minimal and 
much of daily life occurs out-
doors. And while images from the 
head cameras of 6-month-olds 
and 12-month-olds looked very 
different from their Bloomington 
counterparts, the youngest 
infants share a common “diet” of 
high-contrast edges and simple 
patterns in both Chennai and 
Bloomington.

Smith and her collaborators 
have also shown that the same 
sequence of images improves 
the training of AI visual sys-
tems. In a follow-up to the cur-
rent study, published in the 2023 
Neural Information Processing 
Systems Conference 
Proceedings, they found that if 
you train an AI system by first 
feeding it images characteristic 
of early infancy, it has greater 
success learning to identify 
visual images than if you feed it 
images in a random develop-
mental order or simply provide 
images typical of an adult’s daily 
life. The more precise develop-
mental sequence produced the 
best results.Their work opens 
up new avenues for evolution-
ary speculation.

 As Smith explains, “One of 
the things I always used to ask 
as a grad student – and maybe 

Beware the Rise of Superweeds: 
Mowing’s Unintended Consequences
Due to plant defense mecha-
nisms, the flowers of silverleaf 
nightshade (Solanum elaeag-
nifolium) are consumed less 
by natural predators like this 
tobacco hornworm (Maduca 
sexta) if the plant is frequently 
mowed.  Research indicates that 
frequent mowing of Solanum 
elaeagnifolium enhances its 
defensive traits, making it more 
resilient and potentially a super-
weed. The study highlights the 
necessity for updated weed man-
agement practices that consider 
the adaptive responses of inva-
sive plants to disturbances. 
Research on the effects of mow-
ing on a common weed has found 
that what doesn’t kill you can 
make you stronger.

Published in Nature’s Scientific 
Reports, the study found that fre-
quent mowing of Solanum elaeagni-
folium may help create a “super-
weed.” Solanum elaeagnifolium — 
also known as silverleaf nightshade 
— can be found from south Texas to 
South Africa and Greece, infesting 
fields and soaking up valuable nutri-
ents intended for cash crops. The 
weed with purple flowers – some-
times white and light purple – has 
prickly spines and poisonous ber-
ries. Silverleaf nightshade, scientifi-
cally known as Solanum elaeagnifo-
lium, is a perennial weed native to 
the United States and parts of Mexico 
but has spread to various regions 
worldwide. It is easily recognized by 
its silver-green leaves and purple, 
sometimes white, star-shaped flow-
ers. The plant contains toxic com-
pounds and bears yellow or orange 
berries that are also poisonous.

Relatives of the plant, including 
Solanum ptychanthum or black 
nightshade, and Solanum carolin-
ense, or Carolina horsenettle, also 
produce toxic berries and are native 
to Arkansas. It’s a family that also 
includes some friendly crops such as 
tomatoes, potatoes, peppers, and egg-
plants. Rupesh Kariyat, an associate 
professor of entomology and plant 
pathology with the Arkansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station, 
has been studying silverleaf night-
shade for more than a decade. 
Kariyat began the study while at the 
University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, when he and his graduate 

student Alejandro Vasquez took on 
what turned into a five-year, two-
part study to observe the effects of 
frequently mowed silverleaf night-
shade. Kariyat joined the experiment 
station, the research arm of the 
University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture, in 2022. 
Frequently mowed silverleaf night-
shade develops more spines on the 
stem to protect its flowers from cat-
erpillars. Credit: Alejandro Vasquez

Although studies have often high-
lighted weed fitness and defense 
traits resulting from disturbances 
like mowing, most were limited to 
foliar, or leaf, defenses, Kariyat said. 
That changed when Vasquez and fel-
low master’s biology students at the 
University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley monitored fields of mowed, 
unmowed, and frequently mowed sil-
verleaf nightshade in and around 
Edinburg, Texas.

“Alejandro’s question was, ‘how 
do these flowers differ between 
mowed and unmowed plants?’” 
Kariyat said. “‘And does that have 
consequences for the insects that 
actually feed on them?’”

Alejandro Vasquez, an entomolo-
gy and plant pathology Ph.D. student 
at the University of Arkansas, was 
the lead author of a study on the 
effects of frequent mowing silverleaf 
nightshade. Credit: Alejandro 
Vasquez

Findings in both studies showed 
that the more silverleaf night-
shade was mowed, the more it 
developed ways to avoid destruc-
tion, Kariyat said. The taproot 
went down further, nearly 5 feet 
deep, in the first generation of 
mowed plants. More spikes popped 
out on the stem as a defense against 
caterpillars feeding on the flowers. 
The flowers became more toxic to 
caterpillars, leading to less pres-
sure from natural predators.

Like time bombs, the plant pro-
duced some groups of seeds that ger-
minated faster and others that were 
delayed. This “staggered” germina-
tion was the plant’s way to ensure 
survival over the long haul. “You are 
trying to mow these plants so that 
the plants are getting eliminated,” 
Kariyat said. “But what you are actu-
ally doing here, you are making 
them much worse, much stronger.” 
Tilling areas with silverleaf night-
shade also spreads the plant because 
the rhizomic roots, like many weeds, 
can propagate asexually over multi-
ple years and growing seasons.

Implications for Future Weed 
Management

The observations of mowed, 
unmowed, and frequently mowed 
areas with silverleaf nightshade pro-
vide evidence that could prompt fur-
ther studies by weed scientists on 
best management practices, Kariyat 

said. Since the studies focus solely on 
silverleaf nightshade, Kariyat said 
other weeds — even the plant’s fam-
ily relatives — may or may not react 
the same way to frequent mowing. 
However, the study does provide 
more insight into the defensive capa-
bilities of plants pitted against 
human disturbance.

Rupesh Kariyat
Rupesh Kariyat, associate profes-

sor of entomology and plant patholo-
gy with the Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station, was the corre-
sponding author of two studies 
observing the affects of frequently 
mowing silverleaf nightshade. 
Credit: U of A System Division of 
Agriculture photo by John Lovett

“This should be something that 
we consider when we make 
manage-ment plans,” Kariyat 
said of the plant’s defenses. 
“Management prac-tices need to 
be better understood using the 
ecology and biology of the species 
and the other species which 
interact with them.”

Now, Karnataka 
allows II PUC 
students only 
two years to 
improve results
Bengaluru, March 15: The 
Karnataka Education 
Department has issued a 
new directive for II PU 
(pre-university) students. 
Candidates who fail or 
wish to improve their 
results will now have 
only two years to appear 
for examinations for 
result enhancement. The 
regulation applies to reg-
ular, private, and repeat 
students and comes into 
effect from the current 
academic year. Under the 
new rule, students can 
improve their marks only 
in the examinations held 
in the year of registration 
and the following aca-
demic year.
Candidates appearing for 
the three annual exams 
in a given year must com-
plete any result improve-
ment in the correspond-
ing three annual exams of 
the next year. The depart-
ment has made it clear 
that no further attempts 
will be allowed beyond 
this two-year window.
Since the 2024–25 academ-
ic year, SSLC and II PU 
students have been 
allowed to appear for 
three annual examina-
tions. Previously, stu-
dents who registered for 
the 2024 II PU exams in 
Papers 1, 2, and 3 —
whether regular, pri-
vate, or repeat—could 
improve their results in 
subsequent years, but 
there was no restriction 
on the number of 
attempts or the time 
frame. Students who 
failed or wished to 
improve their results 
were allowed up to six 
attempts, without any 
limitation on years.

Gas shortage pushes deep-sea fishermen back to 
kerosene stoves in Coastal Karnataka

Bharath Auto Cars delivers Maruti Suzuki’s first 
electric SUV e-Vitara in Mangaluru

Udupi, March 15: The 
ongoing LPG supply dis-
ruption is forcing fisher-
men in coastal Karnataka 
to revert to older cooking 
methods, as commercial 
cylinders remain in short 
supply.The conflict in 
Middle Eastern countries 
has severely limited the 
availability of cylinders 

intended for commercial 
use. While the shortage 
initially impacted hotels, 
it has now spread to the 
deep-sea fishing sector, 
prompting a surge in 
demand for kerosene 
stoves.Earlier, fishermen 
relied on kerosene stoves 
for on-board cooking, but 
these were sidelined once 

LPG cylinders became 
available.
“Earlier, we used kero-
sene stoves on boats. Once 
gas arrived, those stoves 
were pushed aside. Now 
they are back in active 
use,” said Karunakar S 
Saliyan, president of the 
Malpe Trawler Boat 
Association.

Mangaluru, March 15: In a signifi-
cant milestone for electric mobility 
in coastal Karnataka, Bharath Auto 
Cars Pvt. Ltd, a dealership of 
NEXA, delivered the first Maruti 
Suzuki e-Vitarain Mangaluru on 
Saturday.The electric SUV was 
handed over to Shankar Narayana 
Kannantha and representatives of 
Amar Infra Projects during a for-

mal ceremony at the dealership.
The vehicle was presented by 
Vishwa Kumar, general manager of 
Bharath Auto Cars Pvt Ltd, in the 
presence of showroom manager 
Sooraj Jain and members of the 
NEXA team. Dealership officials 
said the delivery marked an impor-
tant step in the region’s transition 
towards cleaner and more sustain-

able transportation.The Maruti 
Suzuki e-Vitara offers a 543-km 
ARAI-certified driving range, a five-
star safety rating from Bharat 
NCAP, and an innovative battery-
as-a-service model designed to 
make electric vehicle ownership 
more accessible.Customers interest-
ed in the vehicle can contact 
Bharath Auto Cars for enquiries.
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Edit

Last week a satirical cartoon about India’s university equity rules flickered
online before vanishing under a government takedown order. A small act, per-
haps. Yet every silenced joke is a stress test of democracy, and a warning sign
when leaders fail it.
Satire is oxygen in a democracy. It clears the air, punctures illusions, and
reminds citizens that authority is temporary and answerable. A cartoon exagger-
ates precisely so the public cannot ignore what polite language conceals:
hypocrisy, arrogance, policy failure. When governments choke off that oxygen,
they reveal not strength but fragility. History’s strongest leaders understood
this instinctively. Winston Churchill, lampooned as a bulldog with jowls, collect-
ed caricatures and called them the “regular food” of democracy. Franklin
Roosevelt endured portrayals as schemer and would-be dictator yet never tried
to suppress them. Jawaharlal Nehru told one of India’s great cartoonists, “Don’t
spare me.” Each governed through extraordinary strain, world war, economic
depression, the birth of new nations, and each accepted ridicule as part of the
democratic bargain. They knew that satire was not an enemy of authority but a
companion to accountability.
Authoritarians, by contrast, fear the mirror. Recep Tayyip Erdogan prosecutes
cartoonists for “insulting” him; Nicolás Maduro drives satirists into exile.
China’s Communist Party has banned memes comparing its leaders to cartoon
characters — not for fear of the image itself, but for fear of what laughter dis-
solves: the aura of inevitability that authoritarian rule depends upon. In Russia,
Vladimir Putin’s government has criminalised jokes about the war in Ukraine. A
confident regime does not fear laughter. A brittle one does.
The consequences are not cultural trivia. A society that cannot laugh at its lead-
ers is one where decision-making distorts and dissent shrinks. Leaders shielded
from ridicule are more easily shielded from reality. Policies go unchallenged.
Bureaucracies learn that loyalty matters more than truth. In Turkey, the prosecu-
tions of cartoonists were not isolated — they were the leading edge of a broader
campaign against journalists, academics, and artists. The silencing of humor is
always, eventually, the silencing of critique.
Consider India today. The takedown of a cartoon may seem minor beside larger
debates over press freedom and judicial independence. Yet democratic erosion
rarely announces itself. It begins in the small acts: a joke removed here, a cartoon
silenced there, each one chipping away at the culture of accountability, each one
signalling that power has grown too brittle to withstand ridicule.
Why does satire matter so much? Because humour is uniquely destabilising to
authority. A speech can be rebutted. A protest dispersed. A statistic spun. But a
joke, once told, cannot be untold. It lodges in memory. It spreads effortlessly. It
punctures pomposity with a single line. Leaders who cannot laugh at themselves
lose the ability to connect with citizens as equals, to admit error, to govern with
humility. And when humility disappears, hubris, with all its policy consequences,
takes its place.
The impulse to censor may buy a moment of quiet. But that quiet is brittle. The
joke travels underground, whispered, shared, posted beyond reach. When leaders
silence laughter, they discover too late that silence is not respect. It is merely the
absence of permission.
Healthy democracies have always understood the simpler truth: the ability to take
a joke is not weakness. It is the measure of strength. 

A paper titled ‘National
Counter-Terrorism Policy
and Strategy,’ was recently
put up on the Union home
ministry’s website. Since its
very first sentence reads,
“India has been at the fore-
front of the ongoing fight
against terrorism for several
decades now,” it begs the
question: Why now?
Speculating on the answer
yields three prompts: inter-
nal, internal-external and
external.
The internal prompt has the
Delhi terror incident late last
year focusing minds. The
writing up of this policy-
cum-strategy paper is per-
haps an outcome. The inter-
nal-external prompt was the
Baisaran meadow terror
incident nine months back.
Normally it takes that long to
come up with a policy.
However, the paper appears
to be a rushed job, with at
least one spelling mistake
and one amendment,
betrayed by an insertion in a
different font. This brings to
fore an external prompt. The
release of the paper coincid-
ed with the prime minister’s
trip to Israel, which – as it
turned out – was just prior to
the launch of the ‘unpro-
voked and illegal’ attack by
the US and Israel on Iran.
The paper rehashes offi-
ciously the old canard, ‘while
all Muslims are not terror-
ists, all terrorists are
Muslim.’

TThe paper’s deficits
The paper itself is a curious
amalgam of policy and strat-
egy that any public policy
undergrad knows are in
themselves notably distinct
tracts. Ordinarily, the expec-
tation is of an exposition on
policy from a ministry.
National level strategies fol-
low, but merit separate strat-
egy papers because internal
security strategies require

addressing the differentiated
terrorism variants (proxy
war and indigenous) that
beset India.
The only policy-level articu-
lation in the paper is the
tired refrain: “…the Indian
policy of ‘zero tolerance’
against terrorism.”
Parenthetically, it is up for
an English professor’s input
whether it should be
rephrased as ‘‘zero tolerance’
for terrorism.’ At any rate, a
single-phrase is inadequate
to holistically to cover the
conceptual edifice, guiding
tenets and major considera-
tions. While not being ver-
bose, policy decidedly cannot
be merely two-word long,
especially in a nation with a
continental geography, his-
tory and demography. The
remainder of the paper car-
ries the counter-terrorism
strategy, which incidentally
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval once ruled out
(1:06:40) as a non sequitur.
Even the phrase ‘zero toler-
ance’ needs elaboration and
guardrails. For instance,
while the law provides for
banning organisations, iton-

ly outlines the process. A pol-
icy must set what criteria
must inform the state’s deci-
sion, to rule out arbitrari-
ness, unilateralism and poli-
cy hijack by vested interests
and dominant forces.
More significantly, ‘zero tol-

erance’ is somewhat mis-
leading, given that ‘selective
tolerance’ is more apt.
Rightly, Muslim-perpetrated
and Maoist terrorism has
been subject to zero-toler-
ance. However, terror of
regime-friendly right-wing
actors – not excluding cow
vigilantes, lynch mobs, com-
munal mobs, encounter
killings and bull-dozer action
– is elided, though within def-
initional scope.
An international definition –
that lacking international
consensus is yet to see light
of day – includes the overaw-
ing of communities through
violence as constitutive of
terrorism. A definition
reads: “criminal acts, includ-
ing against civilians, com-
mitted with intent to cause
death or serious bodily
injury… with the purpose to
provoke a state of terror in

the general public or in a
group of persons or particu-
lar persons, intimidate a pop-
ulation…”
Even the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
acknowledges acts against a
‘section of people’ in its defi-
nition meriting the term:
“Whoever does any act with
intent to threaten or likely to
threaten the unity, integrity,
security, economic security,
or sovereignty of India or
with intent to strike terror or
likely to strike terror in the
people or any section of the
people in India or in any for-
eign country….”
Majoritarian political vio-
lence is also terrorism, given
that the result and effect is
indeed a ‘crushing fear.’ Late
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s
words need heeding: “No
organisation, irrespective of
whether it claims to espouse
the cause of the majority or
the minority community,
can be allowed to inflame
passions, spread hatred and
incite violence.” However, in
practice vigilantes enjoy
impunity.
Instead, a majoritarian state

views any counter-action by
communities against majori-
tarian pressure – such as
self-defence against mobs –
as terrorism. Even a verbal
counter is taken as falling
afoul of the clause: ‘causing
disaffection against India,’
using expansive UAPA
clauses that read: “unlawful
activity… means any action
taken… intended… to bring
about… the cession… or the
secession… or which
incites… which … ques-
tions… to disrupt the sover-
eignty and territorial integri-
ty… which causes or is
intended to cause disaffec-
tion…” With a collapsing of
India with Naya Bharat or
Hindu India, such trends can
only get more troubling. A
non-parochial policy paper
would have mitigated such
concerns. Querying the
‘threat profile’
Ideological baggage from the
political market-place has
contaminated what ought to
be an exercise in ideology-
immune policy formulation.
This is clear from the one-
para long ‘threat profile’
painted in the paper:

On 11 March, the United
Nations Security Council
adopted the historic
Resolution 2817, condemn-
ing in the strongest possible
terms Iran's unprovoked
attacks on the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman,
and Jordan. The resolution
passed with 13 votes in
favour. Not a single nation
voted against it.
India did not just vote in sup-
port. India co-sponsored the
resolution, joining 135
nations in putting its name
to a text that leaves no room
for ambiguity. Iran's indis-
criminate and cowardly
aggression against infra-
structure, civilian popula-
tions, and sovereign territo-
ry are a violation of interna-
tional law, a threat to region-
al stability, and a danger to
global economic security.
This resolution sends a clear
and unified message that the
international community
will not tolerate attacks on
our sovereignty or the delib-
erate targeting of civilians
and critical infrastructure.

What Iran Has Done
Since 28 February, in an act
of sustained aggression, Iran
has launched ballistic mis-
siles, cruise missiles, and
drones against the UAE and
neighbouring countries. The
UAE has borne the brunt of
these attacks, facing down
278 ballistic missiles, 15
cruise missiles, and a stag-
gering 1,540 drones as of 12
March. Despite Iran's claims,
excuses, and justifications,
these are not precision
strikes against military tar-
gets. Iranian munitions have
struck residential neigh-
bourhoods, commercial dis-
tricts, and civilian infra-
structure. In the UAE alone,
civilians of multiple nation-
alities have been killed and
injured, including an Indian
national whom His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed

Al Nahyan, the President of
the UAE, personally visited
in hospital. Iran's unpro-
voked, hostile actions are not
directed at the states that
declared war on it, but
rather at its neighbours -
countries that have played a
significant role in efforts to
avert escalation. The UAE
categorically rejects any nar-
ratives seeking to justify this
aggression and views it as
further evidence of Iran's
short-sighted policies. We
remain resilient in the face
of any threat and are fully
capable of safeguarding our
sovereignty, stability, and
security. Any aggression
will not go unanswered, and
the UAE stands fully pre-
pared to address such
threats.

The Safety Of Indians In The
UAE
Since the outbreak of the
conflict, I have been in daily
contact with Indian families
in the UAE and across India.
The question I consistently
hear is: "Are our people
safe?" I would like to use this
opportunity to dispel con-
cerns directly to the Indian
public.The safety, security,
and well-being of everyone
in the UAE remains the
nation's top priority. The
UAE is home to more than
200 nationalities, including a
substantial Indian commu-

nity, who live together in
peace and harmony. This
spirit of openness and stabil-
ity continues to define the
UAE today. Daily life contin-
ues without disruption.
Essential services, including
energy, water, telecommuni-
cations, transport, health-
care, and supply chains, are
operating at full capacity.
The UAE's integrated air
defence network has inter-
cepted an overwhelming
majority of the incoming
threats. Our civil defence
systems are operational; our
hospitals prepared; and our
emergency protocols are
functioning exactly as
designed. His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan has made it clear
that all nationals living in
the UAE, whether they be
Emirati or Indian "are all
our responsibility". Indians
in the UAE are far beyond
being considered our guests.
They are teachers, engi-
neers, doctors, entrepre-
neurs, and labourers, whose
contributions are woven
into the very fabric of our
society. In 2024, the UAE was
the second-largest source of
remittances to India, con-
tributing $21.6 billion of
India's record $129.4 billion
in inflows. The over four mil-
lion Indians residing in the
UAE are not an abstract
number. They proudly rep-

resent families and commu-
nities in Kerala,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, and every
state in between, whose
livelihoods depend on a sta-
ble, functioning, and secure
UAE. Their safety is an obli-
gation we take seriously.

A Word On Predictions Of
"Dubai's Deemise"
I have read, with interest,
the commentary in some
quarters suggesting that the
current conflict marks the
end of Dubai, the collapse of
the UAE's economic model,
or the beginning of a mass
exodus. I understand the
instinct behind these narra-
tives. Conflict is alarming,
and alarm generates dramat-
ic headlines.

However, allow me to offer
the facts.
The UAE's non-oil sectors
now account for 75 per cent
of GDP. Our sovereign
wealth funds hold $2.49 tril-
lion in assets, making the
UAE the third-largest sover-
eign wealth holder in the
world, behind only the
United States and China.
S&P Global affirmed our
AA/A-1+ credit rating with a
stable outlook just days ago,
noting that the UAE's consol-
idated net asset position will
reach approximately 184 per
cent of GDP in 2026.

Japan's leadership transi-
tion comes amid deep
global uncertainty. A
Sanae Takaichi govern-
ment with a clear man-
date would give India an
opportunity to recali-
brate the bilateral part-
nership-not incremental-
ly, but with strategic clar-
ity and urgency.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the late Shinzo
Abe shared rare personal
rapport and alignment.
Together, they shaped the
idea of a free, open, and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Abe's tragic assassina-
tion disrupted that
momentum. Now, politi-
cal authority coupled
with continuity in Tokyo
provides space to adapt
this framework to today's
volatile environment.
The ongoing conflict
involving Iran is a stark
reminder of the fragility
of global energy and trade
systems. With the Strait
of Hormuz under tension
and oil markets highly
volatile, both India and
Japan face heightened
risks to energy security
and economic stability.
Coordinated strategies-
ranging from diversified
energy sourcing to
resilient supply chains
for critical technologies-
would not only safeguard
national interests but
also enhance the strate-
gic credibility of the
bilateral partnership.
The planned March 19
meeting between Japan's
new leadership and
President Donald Trump
provides a timely peg for
this recalibration.
Discussions are expected
to focus on the Iran crisis,
energy security, and
long-term defence cooper-
ation, underscoring how
immediate geopolitical
pressures are reshaping
alliance priorities. The
summit offers India and
Japan a concrete refer-
ence point for aligning

strategies on energy
diversification, resilient
supply chains, and
shared security architec-
ture, reinforcing the
practical necessity of
closer collaboration.
India and Japan share
more than contemporary
geopolitics. Deep civilisa-
tional links-Buddhism,
shared spiritual tradi-
tions, and cultural val-
ues-create a reservoir of
trust rare in internation-
al relations. In an era of
transactional diplomacy,
this foundation is a
strategic asset.
The partnership's
strength lies in comple-
mentarity. Japan's mas-
tery of advanced manu-
facturing and technology
aligns with India's demo-
graphic scale, innovation
ecosystem, and market
depth. Past successes-
Suzuki-Maruti, metro
systems, industrial corri-
dors-demonstrate the
power of this

synergy.The next phase
must decisively address
strategic vulnerabilities.
Semiconductors, critical
minerals, batteries, clean
energy technologies, and
resilient supply chains
are now central to nation-
al competitiveness and
security. Coordinated
India-Japan strategies
across sourcing, manu-
facturing, and innovation
can shape future value
chains rather than sim-
ply react to them.
Defence and security col-
laboration also requires
pragmatism. Co-develop-
ment, modular projects,
and selective co-produc-
tion can build opera-
tional familiarity and
strategic trust.
Demographics offer
another point of conver-
gence: Japan's ageing
workforce contrasts with
India's youth. Structured
collaboration in skills,
technology transfer, and
managed labour mobility

can strengthen both
economies.
Joint initiatives in Africa
and Southeast Asia, com-
bining Japanese technol-
ogy and financing with
Indian entrepreneurship
and regional knowledge,
can offer a credible alter-
native to extractive or
transactional models of
development.
Both countries value ties
with the United States.
Coordinated approaches
where interests align can
enhance leverage,
resilience, and strategic
autonomy in a turbulent
global order. Acting
together in multilateral
fora can also help sustain
a rules-based system
threatened by retreating
powers.
Shintaro Ishihara and
Akio Morita urged a self-
confident Japan capable
of speaking firmly when
confronted with unfair-
ness. Today, a closer
India-Japan partnership
can enable both countries
to act similarly-not in
opposition to the global
order, but in defence of
fairness, credibility, and
balance. Persistent
bureaucratic differences
remain, but sustained
institutional engagement
and clear accountability
can ensure that ambition
is translated into results.
As global crises - from the
war in Iran to instability
in the Indo-Pacific - test
the resilience of nations,
a reinvigorated India-
Japan partnership
anchored in shared val-
ues, strategic confidence,
and practical cooperation
offers a model for mean-
ingful international
engagement. With deci-
sive leadership in Tokyo
and attention to the
March 19 summit, both
countries have a rare
opportunity to transform
longstanding goodwill
into actionable strategic
momentum. 
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The Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has formalized a
framework for intraday bor-
rowing by mutual funds,
allowing them to temporari-
ly take money without an
upper limit to manage same-
day liquidity mismatches. In
a circular issued on Friday,
the regulator mandated
board approvals and disclo-
sures, and clarified the cir-
cumstances under which
mutual funds can temporari-
ly borrow from banks.
Mutual funds are generally
allowed to borrow up to 20%
of a scheme’s net assets, with
the duration of such borrow-
ings not exceeding six
months. This ceiling will not
apply to intraday borrowing
carried out to meet redemp-
tion payouts, Sebi said. To be
sure, mutual funds already
borrow intraday without an
upper limit. However, the
borrowing amount and the
absence of a limit were not
solidified in regulations. The
change will come into effect
on 1 April. It was introduced
in a gazette notification for
the new Sebi (Mutual Funds)
Regulations, 2026, in
January. Mutual funds
engage in intraday borrow-
ing to maintain liquidity for
redemption payments for liq-
uid and overnight schemes.
Redemption proceeds for the
schemes are typically paid to
investors on the morning of

T+1, while maturity pro-
ceeds from instruments such
as Tri-Party Repo Dealing
System (TREPS) or reverse
repo transactions are
received only later in the
day. This can create a tempo-
rary cash crunch, which is
often resolved through short-
term borrowing arrange-
ments with banks. Sebi said
the absence of the cap does
not imply unrestricted bor-
rowing. Intraday borrowing
should not exceed guaran-
teed receivables expected on
the same day from the cen-
tral government, the Reserve
Bank of India and the
Clearing Corporation of
India Ltd. Approval and dis-
closure The board of the
asset management company
(AMC) and the board of

trustees are required to
approve a policy for intra-
day borrowing, which must
be disclosed on the mutual
fund’s website. The regula-
tor said AMCs have to
absorb any costs arising
from such borrowing. Any
charges or losses caused by
delays or unforeseen events
in receiving the expected
funds must be borne by the
AMC. Sebi clarified that
equity-oriented index funds
and exchange-traded funds
may borrow temporarily if
their sell trades remain
under-executed on stock
exchanges, but only for par-
ticipation in the closing auc-
tion session in the equity
cash segment, which was
introduced by the market
regulator in January.

Nippon India Large Cap
Fund on Thursday said its
large-cap fund had crossed
the ?50,000 crore mark in
assets under management
(AUM), joining the ranks
of ICICI Prudential and
SBI, whose large-cap
funds have AUMs of more
than ?50,000 crore despite
the lower flows in equity
mutual funds. Profit book-
ing after the recent rally
amid persisting uncer-
tainties over an India-US
tarde deal, concerns over
valuations and relentless
foreign capital outflow.
Large-cap mutual funds
are often considered a rel-
atively safer option for
new and risk-averse
investors, as they invest
in blue-chip stocks. These
companies have robust
business models and are
typically leaders in their
respective sectors. Hence,
large-cap funds tend to be
more stable and resilient
to economic downturns
and market fluctuations,
compared to mid and
small-cap mutual funds.
Stable and consistent

Large-cap funds have
given healthy returns
over the last few years,
even as the market has
been on a volatile track.
Despite a confluence of
domestic and global head-
winds, large-cap mutual
funds have offered rela-
tively consistent and sta-
ble returns over the long
term, along with potential
regular dividends.
Experts highlight that the
constituents of large-cap
funds are widely traded on
stock exchanges, which
ensures high liquidity.
This allows fund man-
agers to trade on the go
without causing major

price fluctuations. Since
large-cap mutual funds
invest across a wide range
of established companies
across sectors, these funds
come with a built-in diver-
sification, reducing the
impact of a below-par per-
formance in any single
company or sector. 

The Nippon India
Large Cap Fund has deliv-
ered returns of 19% and
22% over the last three
and five years, respective-
ly. In the same period,
ICICI Prudential Large
Cap fund (18% and 19%)
and Invesco India Large
Cap gave returns of 17%
and 18%.

Gold rate today: Gold prices
have slipped below the psy-
chological 1.60 lakh in India
amid no signs of of de-escala-
tion in the US-Iran war. Gold
prices in India continued to
decline, putting the metal on
track for a second consecu-
tive weekly loss as escalating
tensions involving Iran,
Israel, and the United States
kept global markets volatile
and unsettled. On Friday,
MCX gold prices settled mar-
ginally lower at 1,58,400 per
10 grams. Meanwhile, in the
international front, the
COMEX gold rate was hover-
ing around $5,120/oz. What's
driving gold prices in India
Gold’s rally has lost momen-
tum since the US-Israel con-
flict with Iran began nearly
two weeks ago, with no clear
resolution in sight. Donald
Trump said the US had inten-
sified strikes on Iran to
unprecedented levels, sig-
nalling that the conflict —
which is disrupting energy
flows and global markets —
is unlikely to ease anytime
soon. Meanwhile, surging

energy prices and mounting
inflation concerns have sig-
nificantly lowered expecta-
tions that the Federal
Reserve and other central
banks will begin cutting
interest rates. Fresh US con-
sumer spending data
released on Friday also
showed that spending barely
increased in January amid

weaker-than-expected eco-
nomic growth, reinforcing
worries that inflationary
pressures were already build-
ing even before the attacks on
Iran. “Gold price has
declined mainly due to
stronger US Dollar which is
bolstered by concerns over a
prolonged conflict in the
Middle East and rising oil

prices. Also, rising US
Treasury yields has put addi-
tional pressure on the Gold
price. Bond yields have
surged to 4.27%,” said Aamir
Makda, Commodity &
Currency Analyst at Choice
Broking. What should
investors do Makda further
said that moderately bearish
trend in gold price in upcom-

ing sessions can be expected,
meanwhile, suggested traders
to look for ‘sell on rise’ oppor-
tunity. Meanwhile, Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money,
believes that the momentum
indicators currently reflect a
temporary neutral to mildly
bearish tilt in the short term,
as the market continues to
trade below the recent swing
resistance. On the technical
outlook of gold prices,
Ponmudi added, "As long as
prices hold above 1,58,000, gold
retains the potential to move
toward 1,62,000– 1,65,000 ini-
tially, and possibly retest high-
er resistance around 1,68,000–
1,70,000 if bullish catalysts
strengthen. However, a deci-
sive break below 1,57,000 could
intensify downside pressure,
potentially extending the cor-
rective move toward the
1,55,000– 1,50,000 support zone.
Despite this near-term correc-
tion, the broader bullish bias
remains intact as long as key
structural support levels
remain unbroken, supported
by favorable macroeconomic
tailwinds."

Stew, a 35-year-old from
Montana, has enjoyed dab-
bling in sports bets since he
downloaded the Kalshi app
about 18 months ago. But
just a few weeks ago, after
spotting reports of elevated
pizza deliveries around the
Pentagon during some late-
night scrolling, he made a
different kind of bet - wager-
ing $10 (£7.50) on the odds
that Iran's Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei would be "out" by
1 March. It was a trade that
tested the limits of the kinds
of bets Americans are
allowed to make. So-called
predictions markets - over-
seen by firms such as Kalshi
- have exploded in populari-
ty over the last year, host-
ing more than $44bn in
trades. They are rapidly
transforming the betting
landscape in the US, where
sports betting was largely
illegal until 2018 and gam-
bling on elections had been
off-limits for years until
2024. While much of the
activity on the platforms
revolves around sporting
matches, users can specu-
late on any number of ques-
tions, including local elec-
tions, whether the US cen-

tral bank will cut interest
rates and the year of Jesus
Christ's return. The apps
caught fire during
America's 2024 presidential
campaign, after a legal vic-
tory cleared the way for
them to accept election bets
and they showed the odds
tilting toward Donald
Trump. But it is more grisly
wagers tied to military
action involving Iran,
Venezuela and Israel that
have drawn attention lately.
In theory, such bets run
afoul of US financial rules,
which bar trading on con-
tracts involving war, terror-
ism, assassination, gaming
or other illegal activities.
But that hasn't stopped
firms from taking in mil-

lions of trades. Critics have
seized on the activity, call-
ing for a crackdown on the
apps, which they say are
facilitating unseemly, and
potentially illegal, war prof-
iteering, generating nation-
al security risks and
enabling opportunities for
insider trading and corrup-
tion. "You have now opened
up gambling basically on
almost anything and it has
turned into this very, very
gruesome type of thing on
the death of a head of state,"
said Craig Holman, govern-
ment affairs lobbyist at the
Public Citizen advocacy
group, which recently filed
a complaint this week over
the bets. Polymarket alone
has hosted what Bloomberg

estimated as more than
$500m in bets related to the
Iran war, at one point offer-
ing an opportunity to play
the odds on the chance of
nuclear detonation. The
company, which is head-
quartered in New York but
operates on a limited basis
in the US, eventually
removed that market after
it drew scrutiny on social
media but users can still
submit bets on questions
like when US forces will
enter Iran. It did not
respond to the BBC's
request for comment.
Kalshi also ended up can-
celling the Khamenei mar-
ket, which had drawn $54m
in trades, noting that US-
regulated entities are
barred from "having a mar-
ket directly settling on
someone's death". The com-
pany, which did not
respond to a request for
comment for this article,
has said the war bets are
happening on unregulated
exchanges outside the US.
Concerns about the war
bets have collided with a
bigger battle over how pre-
diction market firms should
be regulated. 

New Delhi/Mumbai: Air
India has detected large-
scale discrepancies in the
utilisation of its leisure
travel policy, involving
more than 4,000 employees
and has initiated corrective
actions, including impos-
ing penalties on the erring
staff, according to sources.
Loss-making Air India was
acquired by the Tata Group
in January 2022, and the
airline, which has faced
multiple headwinds in
recent times, is also in the
midst of implementing an
ambitious transformation
plan. The airline has more
than 24,000 employees. The
sources in the know told
PTI that the large-scale dis-
crepancies in the use of Air
India’s Employee Leisure
Travel (ELT) policy were
detected after a detailed
internal investigation. The
ELT policy allows a speci-
fied number of free air tick-
ets for individual employ-
ees and their nominees,
including spouse and par-
ents. These are subject to
certain conditions. Many
employees were found to
have misused the policy by
showing those not related

to them as relatives to avail
the benefits. Some were
reported to have even
availed the free tickets and
sold them to people at a
higher price, the sources
said. A detailed set of
queries sent to Air India on
Thursday seeking com-
ments on the issue and the
actions taken remained
unanswered. One of the
sources said more than
4,000 staff were found to
have misused the ELT poli-
cy. Violations dating back
to the last financial year,
claims were also detected,
sources said. Specific
details about the number of
employees, the amount
involved due to the misuse

of the policy and the time
period for which the viola-
tions have been detected
could not be ascertained.
Air India has started taking
corrective actions, and the
employees concerned have
been asked to refund the
amount that was availed in
a fraudulent manner.
Heavy penalties were also
imposed on many of the
staff who indulged in such
practices, the sources said.
There seems to have been
failures at various levels,
and the whole issue raises
the “question of morality
and conduct”, one of the
sources said. Another
source claimed that most of
the employees, who were

found to have misused the
policy, had joined the air-
line post-privatisation. As a
fallout of the fraudulent
practices, Air India has
tightened the require-
ments for availing the ben-
efits under the ELT policy,
the sources said. For the
policy benefits, an employ-
ee has to provide nominee
details, along with proof of
the relationship to the
company. A total of 14 pas-
sages or return air tickets
are provided for staff in a
financial year. This can
also include open-jaw tick-
ets, which refer to booking
a ticket for a flight that is
from a different point to
the origin destination.

The US-Iran war has entered
its third week, and still,
there are no signs of any de-
escalation in this Middle
East crisis. According to
experts, the US-Israel-Iran
war has created a complex
geopolitical situation where
different global powers have
very different economic and
strategic incentives. They
said that Russia is the
biggest beneficiary of this
US-Iran war as soaring oil
prices strengthen sanction-
hit Russia’s energy rev-
enues. China can also reduce
its energy security threat
after the disruption in the
Strait of Hormuz by drawing
on its buffer oil stocks and
Russian oil imports. Even
the Iranian government
would want to delay the end
of this conflict and push the
crude oil prices, as it would
negatively impact Donald
Trump's party's winnability
in the mid-term polls sched-
uled in November 2026.
Tehran has a belief that a U-
turn by Donald Trump
would establish its leader-
ship in the Islamic world of
the Middle East. 

WWhy has the US-Iran war
gotten overstretched?
On the reasons for the over-

stretched US-Iran war,
Ponmudi R, CEO at Enrich
Money, said the Middle East
tensions involving the
United States, Israel, and
Iran have created a complex
geopolitical situation in
which different global pow-
ers have very different eco-
nomic and strategic incen-
tives.
Highlighting the Russian
interest in a US-Iran war, the
Enrich Money expert said,
"Russia is arguably the
biggest short-term benefici-
ary if the conflict continues.
Higher oil prices strengthen
Russia’s energy revenues at
a time when sanctions are

already straining its econo-
my. At the same time, global
attention shifting toward the
Middle East could reduce
pressure on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and poten-
tially slow Western military
support to Ukraine."

US-Israel-Iran war:
Challenge for China
Pointing to the threat to
China's energy security due
to disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz, Ponmudi R said
that prolonged disruption in
the Strait poses a direct risk
to China’s energy security,
given that a significant por-
tion of its oil imports transit

through this route. While a
prolonged U.S. engagement
in the Middle East could
divert Washington’s focus
away from the Indo-Pacific,
Beijing would generally pre-
fer stability in global energy
markets. However, Anuj
Gupta, a SEBI-registered
market expert, believes the
threat to Chinese energy
security due to the disrup-
tion in the Strait of Hormuz
is temporary. Beijing can
address the demand-supply
imbalance by increasing
Russian oil imports. Anuj
Gupta also said that the
Chinese government has
been working on enhancing

its oil storage capacity. So, it
can also use the oil buffer
available at its current oil
storage.

Push to the US oil exports
Highlighting the benefits for
the US from disruption in
the Strait of Hormuz,
Ponmudi R of Enrich Money
said that higher oil prices
may support alternative
energy supply chains and
increase exports from coun-
tries like the U.S. and
Venezuela to Europe and
Asia. He said that Donald
Trump would love to have a
bigger role in the global
trade order for crude oil,
where Middle Eastern coun-
tries are replaced by
Venezuela and the US.
However, the US will have to
pay for it. Soaring crude oil
prices may lead to higher
inflation, which could
reduce the chances of a near-
term US Fed rate cut.

Mid-term US election
SEBI-registered expert Anuj
Gupta said the US Fed may
have to delay rate-cut plans
in the wake of higher infla-
tion. This may go against
Donald Trump's Republican
Party candidates' winnabili-
ty in the mid-term US polls. 

US-IRAN WAR:

Air  India  has
detected  large-sscale
discrepancies  in  the

utilisation  of  its  leisure
travel  policy,  involving

more  than  4,000
employees  and  has  ini-

tiated  corrective
actions,  including

imposing  penalties  on
the  erring  staff,  accord-

ing  to  sources.  
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Operations at one of the
largest oil facilities in the
Middle East have restarted
after it was targeted by a
drone strike, reports say.
Thick plumes of smoke were
seen at the port of Fujairah
in the United Arab Emirates
on Saturday and Fujairah
officals said a fire was caused
by "falling debris following
the successful interception of
a drone by air defenses".
Bloomberg reports that oil
loading operations at the
port have now resumed,
quoting several people who
are familiar with the situa-
tion. The port is a key loca-
tion for fuelling ships as it
sits 70 miles from the Strait
of Hormuz - meaning vessels
do not need to navigate
through the key oil route
that has been practically cut
off. Officials in Bahrain say
five people have been arrest-
ed for their involvement in
collecting and passing on
"precise and sensitive infor-
mation" to the Iranian
Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC). Bahrain's Ministry
of the Interior says the

arrests were also for "recruit-
ing terrorist elements" to
carry out terror plots against
Bahrain. The ministry says a
sixth individual is also on
the run abroad. These point
to Secretary of Defense Pete
Hegseth's comments on
Friday that the US are using
99% stand-in weapons over
targets now - which also
illustrates a greater level of
air supremacy over parts of
Iran. These precision-guided
weapons have a thickened
outer casing of steel allowing

them to penetrate hardened
and buried targets. A delay
fuse means they can deto-
nate at various depths
depending on what intelli-
gence is advising. Also here
are the heavy B-1 Lancer
bombers which have been
carrying out frequent strikes
- again using mainly GBU-31
bunker busters. It seems
stand-off cruise missiles are
still in use against Iran. I
spotted a B-52 at the RAF
base loaded up with AGM-
158 JASSM/JASSM-ER

munitions - three to a pylon
on each wing. With a range
of up to 500 miles, these mis-
siles are used against heavily
defended or high value tar-
gets where getting closer
using free-fall precision guid-
ed bombs would be deemed
too dangerous. There’s a lot
of people running towards
the area, presumably to try
to find out if anyone they
knew has been hurt. It’s a
pretty built up residential
neighbourhood. Most of
these Iranian missiles are

being shot down, but some
are getting through. Some of
these missiles break up in
the sky and form these small-
er cluster bombs that don’t
do as much damage when
they fall, but are still poten-
tially deadly. Saudi Arabia’s
Prince Sultan Air Base
(PSAB) at Al-Kharj, near the
capital of Riyadh, has come
under repeated missile and
drone attack from Iran. The
air base is home to a number
of US warplanes, with the
Saudi defence ministry say-
ing it has intercepted at least
10 drones in the Riyadh and
Eastern Province regions.
Iran’s Fars news agency says
it has fired a salvo missiles at
the base. One man describes
how Kharg Island, where the
US says it struck more than
90 military targets on
Saturday, is a "very small
island with kind people" but
had not progressed much. "It
is the Islamic Republic's fault
that they were neglected," he
adds. A man in his 20s who is
not being named, from
Tehran, says he strongly dis-
agrees with the attacks and

tells the BBC "at this pace we
will end up with a ruined
Iran". Another man in his
20s, from Keraj, adds: "I just
hope energy facilities are not
attacked. "It’s unclear how
many years it would take to
rebuild them - but I really
don't care about military
sites." US intelligence shows
that Iran's late supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei was wary of his
son, Mojtaba Khamenei, tak-
ing power, sources tell the
BBC's US partner CBS
News., external The sources
report that the elder
Khamenei was wary of his
son ever taking power
because he was perceived as
not very bright, and was
viewed as unqualified to be
leader. The intelligence also
indicated that the father was
aware that his son had issues
in his personal life. Mojtaba
Khamenei has not been seen
publicly since he was elected
supreme leader on 8 March,
but on Sunday Iran's foreign
minister said he was "in good
health" and "fully controlling
the situation". 

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
accused European allies of
seeking to "blackmail" Kyiv
into reopening a pipeline
transporting Russian oil to
Hungary and Slovakia. He
said restoring the flow of
Russian crude oil through
Ukraine into the European
Union (EU) would be like lift-
ing economic sanctions on
Moscow. Ukraine says the
Soviet-era Druzhba oil
pipeline was damaged by
Russian air strikes in
January and has yet to be
repaired. Hungary depends
on Russian energy and is
blocking both fresh EU sanc-
tions on Moscow and a vital
90bn ($103bn; £78bn) loan for
Kyiv until the pipeline is
reopened. Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban has
made hostility towards

Ukraine a key issue ahead of
April elections. His party is
entering the race trailing
behind in opinion polls. The
EU has urged Zelensky to
repair the pipeline quickly
and is asking him to allow
inspectors in to visit the
damage. Some EU officials
fear Zelensky's resistance
may help Orban win re-elec-
tion. But talking to reporters

in Kyiv, including the BBC,
Zelensky said he was simply
opposed in principle to
allowing Russian oil to tran-
sit through Ukraine while
the EU sanctioned its sale
elsewhere. He said: "We
either sell Russian oil or we
don't. Because [the EU] are
forcing me to restore
Druzhba. "How is this differ-
ent from lifting sanctions on

the Russians? Why can we in
one case tell the United
States that we oppose lifting
sanctions, while on the other
hand forcing Ukraine to
resume oil transit through
Druzhba – and at a political
price that effectively pays for
anti-European policies?"
Zelensky's comments come
after the US loosened sanc-
tions preventing other coun-
tries buying Russian oil in
order to ease the energy sup-
ply crunch sparked by the
US-Israel war with Iran. The
move has drawn criticism
from a number of European
leaders. "If we have decided
to restore Russian oil sup-
plies, then I want them to
know that I am against it.
And there is no need to
accuse me of blocking any-
thing. I am not blocking it,"
Zelensky said. 

Ugandan opposition leader
Bobi Wine says he has left
the country after spending
two months in hiding fol-
lowing January's disputed
election. Bobi Wine says he
has gone abroad for "critical
engagements" and to help
mobilise the international
community against
President Yoweri
Museveni. The pop star
turned politician, whose
real name is Robert
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu,
repeated his claim to have
won the presidential elec-
tion, saying it had been
rigged in favour of
Museveni, who has been in
power since 1986. Museveni,
81, won the election with
72% of the vote and has

accused the opposition of
seeking to overturn the
results through violence.
Wine's statement, posted on
a five-minute video on X,
called for targeted sanctions
against Museveni. It was his
first public appearance in
weeks. While some mem-
bers of the government have

denied that the security
forces are looking for Bobi
Wine, Museveni's son, Gen
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, who
is head of the country's mili-
tary, said he was "wanted
dead or alive" and also
threatened to castrate him.
Those messages have since
been deleted from his X

account. He did not accuse
Wine of committing any
specific offences. Wine, 44,
alleged that the authorities
had repeatedly raided the
homes of his supporters
looking for him, including
as recently as Thursday, as
well as setting up road-
blocks around the country.
He said that his house in the
capital, Kampala, was still
surrounded by the military,
as it has been since election
day. "I thank all you fellow
Ugandans who have con-
cealed and protected me all
the time while the regime
was looking for me," he said
in the video.
He denied having broken
the law, saying "running for
president is not a crime".

A Palestinian husband
and wife, and two of their
young children, have
been shot and killed by
Israeli forces in the occu-
pied West Bank. The Bani
Odeh family were travel-
ling in their car in the
town of Tammum, in the
northern West Bank,
when Israeli forces
opened fire. Two of their
other children were
injured but survived.
Israeli authorities said a
joint operation by the
army and Israel's para-
military border police
was taking place in the
town at time. They claim
the car accelerated
towards Israeli forces,
who felt endangered and
responded by shooting.
"As a result, four
Palestinians in the vehi-
cle were killed," a state-
ment from the Israeli mil-
itary and police said,
adding that the circum-
stances of the incident
were being investigated.
The Palestinian health
ministry said that four of
the family members, par-
ents Ali and Waad, and
two of their children, five-
year-old Mohammed and
seven-year-old Othman,
were killed. They all
arrived at the hospital

with gunshot wounds to
the face and head, the
ministry said. Two older
children aged eight and
11, who were also travel-
ling in the car and wit-
nessed the deaths of their
family, survived with
minor injuries from
shrapnel. The Palestinian
Red Crescent said in
statement that Israeli
forces initially prevented
their crews from reaching
the injured inside the car
and ordered them to leave
the area. The UN says
much of the occupied
West Bank has remained
under heightened move-
ment restrictions since
the outbreak of the war
between the US, Israel
and Iran on 28 February.
Violent attacks have also
continued, according to
Palestinian authorities
and the UN. More broad-
ly, violence there has
risen sharply since the 7
October 2023 Hamas
attacks, which triggered
the war in Gaza. Between
7 October 2023 and 8
March 2026, the UN's
humanitarian affairs
office, OCHA, said 1,064
Palestinians were killed
in the occupied West
Bank, including at least
231 children.

Energy Secretary Ed
Miliband has said "if it's
necessary to intervene,
we will" if people's energy
costs surge due to the US-
Israel war in Iran.
Speaking the BBC's
Sunday with Laura
Kuenssberg programme,
Miliband left the door
open to interventions on
fuel duty and energy bills
if the impact of the Gulf
crisis demands it.
"We're going to stand by
people in this crisis," he
said, adding the govern-
ment was "preparing for
all eventualities".
Oil and gas prices have
surged due to the US-
Israel war in Iran and,
with no clear indication of
how long conflict will con-
tinue, economists have
warned about the possible
impact on the global econ-
omy and cost of living.
Chancellor Rachel Reeves
is expected to offer a sup-
port package to house-
holds struggling with
higher heating oil costs
this week. Petrol prices
have jumped to an 18-
month high, according to
motoring organisation
the RAC, leading to Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer

warning his government
"will step in" if fuel com-
panies "try to rip off cus-
tomers" last week.
Shown that the largest
chunk of petrol cost at the
pump was fuel duty at
38%, Miliband was asked
whether the government
would maintain the cur-
rent freeze on fuel duty
from September.
"With five months to go
until September, we'll
have to see where we are,"
he said, adding: "We will
stand by the British peo-
ple in this crisis and we
will do what it takes to do
that."
Last week, Miliband got
into a row with petrol
retailers after warning
them the independent
watchdog the
Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA) was
keeping a close eye on
potential "price gouging"
around the current con-
flict.
Petrol retailers labelled
the warnings "inflamma-
tory language" and
responded by briefly
threatening to withdraw
from a Downing Street
meeting, although they
did eventually attend.

The US military has
named all six crew mem-
bers who were killed when
their refuelling aircraft
crashed in Iraq. The
Pentagon said those on
board the KC-135 plane
were: John Klinner, 33,
from Alabama; Ariana
Savino, 31, from
Washington; Ashley
Pruitt, 34, from Kentucky;
Seth Koval, 38, from
Indiana; Curtis Angst, 30,
from Ohio; and Tyler
Simmons, 28, also from

Ohio. The first three were
Air Force personnel, and
the latter three served in
the National Guard. The
US military previously
said neither hostile nor
friendly fire were involved
in the loss of the plane in
western Iraq on Thursday.
The aircraft was on a com-
bat mission as part of
ongoing US operations
against Iran and was one
of two planes involved in
the incident. The second
landed safely. 

During Covid, Nemo Zhou
was "losing [her] mind"
locked down at home and
thought it would be nice to
make some money. So she
started streaming chess -
and now it's turned into a
career. A woman grand-
master - the highest female-
only chess title - Zhou was
pursuing a degree in eco-
nomics and mathematics at
the University of Toronto
at the time. She launched
her own stream in 2020,
after first making guest
appearances on a friend's
channel, and the timing
was impeccable. A few
months later, the Netflix
show The Queen's Gambit
was released. Along with
the pandemic, it led to a
chess boom. Zhou's channel
quickly took off. Sensing

the boom was here to stay,
she dropped out of univer-
sity to focus on her new
career. Five years on, Zhou,
now 26, has more than two
million followers across
Twitch, Instagram,
YouTube and TikTok. She
streams for five to six hours
a day, at least five days a
week, drawing her biggest
audiences at weekends. 

The women bringing chess into
the 21st Century - with 'bullet'

matches and viral videos

A US deep-sea treasure
hunter who refused to dis-
close the location of a
famed shipwreck's gold
coins has been released
from prison after a decade,
with 500 coins still unac-
counted for. Tommy
Thompson, 73, discovered
millions of dollars' worth
of sunken treasure from
the 1857 wreck of the SS
Central America, also
known as the Ship of Gold,
off the coast of South
Carolina in 1988. Investors
in Thompson's venture
accused him of cheating
them out of promised pro-
ceeds and after years on
the run he was jailed in

2015 on a criminal con-
tempt charge. When it
sank in 1857, the ship had
been carrying 30,000
pounds of gold newly mint-
ed in San Francisco. The
ship's treasure, which had
been en route to the east
coast to create a reserve
for banks, sank 7,000 feet to
the bottom of the ocean,
taking with it 425 passen-
gers and crew, and con-
tributing to the financial
panic of 1857. A total of 161
investors had given
Thompson $12.7m (£9.4m)
to find the ship on the
understanding that they
would see returns on their
investment. 

Severe flooding kills 62 in Kenya, as heavy rains continue
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Mumbai: The T20 World
Cup 2026 witnessed
unprecedented scenes as
Bangladesh were forced
out of the tournament after
refusing to travel to India
over alleged "security con-
cerns." Despite receiving
assurances from the
International Cricket
Council (ICC), Bangladesh
stood firm on their stance
and were replaced by
Scotland. Later, in solidari-
ty with Bangladesh,
Pakistan threatened to boy-
cott their group-stage
match against India before
eventually making a U-
turn. ICC chairman Jay
Shah, who had remained
silent during the contro-
versies, has now spoken
about the pre-tournament
drama. Speaking at the
Indian Business Leader
Awards in Mumbai, Shah
revealed how the entire

tournament's fate was jeop-
ardised by the dilemma
surrounding certain teams'
participation. As the head
of cricket's global govern-
ing body, he stressed the
importance of asserting
that "no team is big-
ger than the
o r g a n i s a -
tion."
" T h i s
I C C

World
C u p
w a s
v e r y
i m p o r t a n t
because there
was a lot of chatter
before the start of the tour-
nament about whether cer-
tain teams would partici-
pate and how the World
Cup would go ahead. As

ICC chair-
man, I can
say that
no team is

bigger than
the organi-

sation and no
single team

makes an organisa-
tion. An organisation is a
combination of all teams,"
Shah said during the
award function, without
naming Bangladesh or
Pakistan.

Shah also highlighted the
grand success of the T20
World Cup 2026, which
shattered viewership
records, with 7.2 million
concurrent viewers report-
edly tuning in. "The World
Cup has shattered all view-
ership records. For the
first time in history, we
recorded 7.2 million con-
current viewers. All
records were broken in
overall viewership. If you
see, the USA gave India a

hard time, the Netherlands
troubled Pakistan,
Zimbabwe beat Australia,
and Nepal gave England a
scare. I congratulate all the
associate teams; they have
done very well against the
full members," he added.
To conclude, Jay Shah
delivered an important
message to the T20 World
Cup-winning Indian team.
"I have a message for Surya
and Gautam Bhai: slipping
from the top to the bottom
takes only months, while
climbing from the bottom
to the top takes years. Keep
working hard and keep
winning awards. When I
was with the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), I had planned till
the 2028 Olympics. Now I
am in the ICC, and others
are in charge at the BCCI.
All of you should prepare
for 2030, 2031 and even
2036," he said. 

Delhi Capitals bid farewell
to the team's now-former
mentor Kevin Pietersen
after the England veteran
announced on Saturday
that he was stepping down
from his role, stating that
he could not commit the
time it requires. The 45-
year-old, however, will be
back in the commentary
box for the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026. DC had
appointed Pietersen for the
role in February last year,
for the 2025 edition of the
tournament, as he worked
alongside the support staff,
which included Director of
Cricket Venugopal Rao,
Head Coach Hemang
Badani, Assistant Coach
Matthew Mott and Bowling
Coach Munaf Patel. The
England veteran took to X
on Saturday to share the
news, saying, “I cannot be
a mentor for Delhi Capitals
in this IPL season. I can't
commit to the time that the
job requires. Best wishes to
all the players for this sea-
son! However, I'll see you

back in the commentary
box! IPL is the world's best
league, and I can't wait to
see all of you soon!” The
franchise shared an edit for
Pietersen on Sunday, cap-
tioning it, “Once a
Dilliwala, always a
Dilliwala. Thank you for
all the love & roars, KP.”
The former England crick-
eter also reacted to their
post by dropping a heart
emoji. Earlier this week,
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
announced the schedule for
the first phase of IPL 2026,
to be played from March 28

to April 12, 2026. "As three
states are scheduled to
undergo State Assembly
elections during this peri-
od, the full schedule of the
tournament will be
announced once the poll
dates are announced,"
BCCI said in a statement.
The 19th edition of the
biggest T20 league on the
globe will commence with
defending champions
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) hosting
Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru. 

The road to WrestleMania 42
took a rather ugly turn, as
WWE released disturbing
images of Cody Rhodes'
injuries on social media.
Rhodes sustained the
injuries during Randy
Orton's shocking betrayal on
WWE SmackDown. The pho-
tos, now circulating widely
across social media, have
amplified the storyline and
left fans questioning
whether Rhodes will even be
fit to defend his Undisputed
WWE Championship at
WrestleMania 42. Right
before Randy Orton's heel
turn, the SmackDown
episode started with the con-
tract signing between
Rhodes and The Viper.
However, it quickly descend-
ed into chaos as Orton, who
had spoken warmly about
his history with Rhodes,

suddenly smashed his head
into the table. Then, he deliv-
ered a low blow, and
unleashed a vicious steel
chair assault on Rhodes. The
attack marked Orton's offi-
cial heel turn, positioning
him as the ruthless chal-
lenger heading into
WrestleMania. While
Orton's heel turn is part of
the storyline in the build-up

to WrestleMania 42, the pic-
tures WWE shared on social
media are making fans won-
der if Rhodes could be seri-
ously injured. The images
were enough to underline
the severity of the assault
and have become the focal
point of fan discussion. For
many, the photos serve as
proof that Orton's betrayal
was not just a storyline

twist, but a deliberate
attempt to weaken Rhodes
before the biggest match of
the year. The release of these
photos has heightened antic-
ipation for WrestleMania 42.
Rhodes, already seen as the
resilient hero of WWE, now
faces the added challenge of
overcoming both physical
injury and psychological
trauma. Orton, meanwhile,
has re-established himself as
a cold, calculating villain-
one who thrives on disman-
tling opponents before the
bell even rings. The WWE
fanbase has responded with
a mix of outrage and excite-
ment. Some fans are con-
cerned about Rhodes' condi-
tion, while others see the
incident as a masterstroke
in storytelling, ensuring that
the championship clash car-
ries real emotional weight. 

JAY SHAH'S BLUNT REMINDER TO PAKISTAN Delhi Capitals React As Kevin
Pietersen Quits As Franchise's

Mentor Ahead Of IPL 2026

An emotional Kimi
Antonelli won a grand prix
for the first time on Sunday
in China ahead of Mercedes
teammate George Russell
and Lewis Hamilton, who
made his maiden podium
for Ferrari. The 19-year-old
Antonelli converted being
the youngest pole-sitter in
Formula One history into
victory after both McLarens
dramatically failed to start
the Shanghai race.
Antonelli briefly lost the
lead at the start but once he
got back in front he con-
trolled the pace to cruise
home to the chequered flag
by more than five seconds
from Russell. Charles
Leclerc was fourth in the
second Ferrari. "I'm speech-
less, I'm about to cry to be
honest," said Antonelli as he
choked back tears. "Thank
you to the team for helping
me to achieve this dream." It
was an almost flawless
drive from the youngster,
apart from one heart-flutter-
ing moment when he locked
up at the hairpin on his
penultimate lap. But he
recovered to avoid nothing
more damaging than a
small excursion off track. "I
really wanted to bring Italy
back to the top and we did

today. Even if I gave myself
a little bit of a heart attack
towards the end a flat spot,"
Antonelli added. Early
championship leader
Russell was full of praise for
his young teammate after
the dominant Mercedes
team secured a one-two for
the second race running. "A
huge congratulations to
Kimi because it's always
very special to win your
first race," said Russell,
whose lead has been cut to
four points by Antonelli.
The Italian replaced
Hamilton at Mercedes and
the seven-time world cham-
pion said he could not be
more pleased for the teenag-
er and his old team. "I'm so
so happy for you buddy, and
I'm so honoured to be able to
share this moment with
him," said Hamilton. "He
took my seat obviously, at
this great team. 
So big congratulations to
Mercedes. "They're really
pulling ahead at the
moment. We've got a lot of
work to do to try and keep
up." Hamilton, as he had
done in Saturday's sprint,
got a great start and had
taken the lead by the time
the teams emerged from the
first complex of turns. 

Once considered Pakistan's
biggest star across formats,
the manner in which Babar
Azam's career derailed left
many surprised. The batter
made a return to Pakistan's
team for the T20 World Cup
2026 but was given a role in
the middle order despite
playing most of his career as
an opener. Former Pakistan
cricketer Basit Ali ques-
tioned Babar as well as
Fakhar Zaman's decision to
accept the change. Basit
cited India icon Virat
Kohli's example, suggesting
that Babar and Fakhar
should not have accepted
this change, even if things
were not going their way.
“Babar Azam and Fakhar
Zaman don't have a voice.

How come they agreed to
bat in the middle order?”
said Basit on the Game Plan
show. “I just have one exam-
ple. Virat Kohli was not
made the captain, he said,
‘Okay, bye'. Virat Kohli. He
retired; he should have been
made the captain for the

England series. He was told
that he was not in their
scheme of things as far as
captaincy was concerned.
He said, ‘Okay, tata, bye-
bye.' He doesn't have a short-
age of money. Babar should
not have accepted the deci-
sion to bat at No. 4. If I were

his close aide, I would have
told him to refuse. You just
threw him under the bus,”
he added. Offering his opin-
ion on the topic, another for-
mer Pakistan cricketer,
Kamran Akmal, disagreed
with Basit, saying players
cannot decide which posi-
tion they will play. If they
try to dictate that, they
would be sidelined. “No
player dares to go against
the team management. I
have only seen Younis Khan
being adamant about his
position. As a player, you
simply cannot say that. You
will be thrown to the side-
lines if you say such things,”
said Akmal. “When the form
is not there, no player says
such things. 

Days after India's T20 World
Cup 2026 victory, star all-
rounder Hardik Pandya
bought a new supercar. He
added the luxurious Ferrari
12Cilindri to his collection.
The reported price of the
supercar is Rs 12 crore. In a
video that is going viral on
social media, Hardik could be
seen driving the black colour
convertible car, with his girl-
friend Mahieka Sharma sit-
ting beside him. It is worth
noting that the all-rounder
already owns cars like the
Rolls-Royce Phantom,
Lamborghini Huracan EVO,
Lamborghini Urus,
Mercedes-AMG G63, Range
Rover Vogue, and Audi A6.
As per CarDekho, here are
the important features of the
Ferrari 12Cilindri bought by
Hardik Pandya: The supercar
has a naturally aspirated 6.5-
litre V12 engine The maxi-
mum torque of the supercar

is 678Nm at 7,250 rpm Its max-
imum power is 818 bhp at
9,500 rpm The car, which has
a top speed of 340 kmph, can
reach 0 to 100 in just 2.9 sec-
onds It has a seating capacity
of two people, including the
driver The fuel tank capacity
of the car is 92 litres Hardik
Pandya had a brilliant run in
the T20 World Cup 2026 as
India clinched the title with a
one-sided victory over New
Zealand in the final. They
beat the Blackcaps by a mas-

sive margin of 95 runs for
their third title. The all-
rounder scored 217 runs in
nine innings at an average of
27.12 and a strike rate of
160.74, including two fifties in
the tournament. His half-cen-
turies came against Namibia
(in the first round) and
Zimbabwe (in the Super
Eight). The 32-year-old star
also shone with the ball for
India as he scalped nine wick-
ets in as many matches, with
best figures of 2 for 16. 

ndia spinner
Kuldeep Yadav
tied the knot with
his childhood

friend, Vanshika Chaddha,
on Saturday in the hill sta-
tion of Mussoorie. The cere-
mony was attended by sev-
eral current and former
cricketers, including
Kuldeep's 2026 T20 World
Cup-winning teammates
Tilak Varma and Rinku
Singh. Social media was
flooded with pictures and
videos from the couple's fes-
tivities, following their pri-
vate engagement last year.
In one viral clip, Kuldeep
and Vanshika are seen
walking hand-in-hand as

pyrotechnics lit up the
background. Kuldeep and
Vanshika's wedding was
hosted at the Welcomhotel
The Savoy, which was
reportedly reserved for sev-
eral days to accommodate
the guests and festivities.
"So happy you've found
your forever love. Cheers to
a beautiful life, Lil Bro,"
Indian cricketer Yuzvendra
Chahal posted on X. Photos
and videos circulating on
social media have offered
glimpses of the colorful
Sangeet ceremony held on
Friday evening. In images
shared by cricketing icons
Suresh Raina and
Yuzvendra Chahal, the

bride and groom were seen
in coordinated traditional
outfits that quickly went
viral online. Tilak, who
reached Mussoorie on
Saturday, earlier said that
he will enjoy the wedding
before getting into the
preparation for the upcom-
ing Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026, where he will
represent the five-time
champions Mumbai
Indians. "We're going to
Kuldeep's wedding to have
fun. After that, we'll prepare
for IPL," Tilak told IANS.
Media reports suggest that
Kuldeep postponed the wed-
ding, originally scheduled
for November 2025, to focus

on helping India clinch the
T20 World Cup 2026. The
couple, who both hail from
Kanpur and grew up just 3
km apart, got engaged last
year at a hotel in Lucknow.
Vanshika currently works
as an LIC employee. 

Despite the team's
success, Kuldeep featured
just once during the T20
World Cup, returning tidy
figures of 1/14 against arch-
rivals Pakistan in the group
stage. Meanwhile, the spin-
ner's father, Ram Singh
Yadav, visited Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath last week
to personally extend a wed-
ding invitation.

Daniil Medvedev handed
top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz
his first loss of the year and
advanced to the final at
Indian Wells with a 6-3, 7-6
(3) victory Saturday. The
11th-seeded Medvedev,
from Russia, will face sec-
ond-seeded Jannik Sinner
of Italy. Sinner beat
Alexander Zverev 6-2, 6-4.
Alcaraz had won 16 straight
matches this year, includ-
ing titles at the Australian
Open and Qatar Open. But
Medvedev ended the possi-
bility of an Alcaraz vs
Sinner final. Medvedev had
dropped his last four meet-
ings against Alcaraz,
including a loss in the
Indian Wells final in 2024.
This was Medvedev's first
victory over him since the
U.S. Open semifinals in
2023. Sinner made quick

work of Zverev, beating him
in 1 hour, 23 minutes.
Sinner notched six aces
against the fourth-seeded
Zverev. Zverev won his first
eight points on serve. But
Sinner broke Zverev in both
the fifth and seventh games
to secure the first set. Sinner
now leads the head-to-head
series against Zverev 7-4.
Neither Medvedev nor

Sinner has dropped a set yet
in this tournament. Sinner
has won his last three
matches against Medvedev,
including in the U.S. 

Open quarterfinals in
2024. In the women's dou-
bles final, Taylor
Townsend and Katerina
Siniakova beat Anna
Danilina and Aleksandra
Krunic 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Kuldeep Yadav Marries Vanshika
Chaddha In Dreamy Mussoorie Wedding

"BABAR AZAM DOESN'T HAVE A VOICE":

I
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Vijay Deverakonda showers brother
Anand Deverakonda with birthday love

live concert by rap-
per Yo Yo Honey
Singh in Delhi

turned chaotic after a fight
reportedly broke out
among people in the crowd.
Videos of the incident
quickly went viral on social
media, showing a heated
scuffle taking place while
the rapper continued per-
forming on stage. The inci-
dent happened on
Saturday, March 14, at the
Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi. The
concert marked the open-
ing show of Honey Singh’s
My Chapter – India Tour,
which has generated huge
excitement among fans
across the country.
Altercation Between Fans

and Sponsor Team
According to reports, the
trouble began after an argu-
ment broke out between
some attendees and mem-
bers of the event’s sponsor
team. The disagreement
soon escalated into a physi-
cal fight.
Videos circulating online

show several people push-
ing and hitting each other
in the middle of the crowd.
Some audience members
tried to watch the perform-
ance while others gathered
around the scuffle. Despite
the chaos in the audience
area, Honey Singh
appeared to continue per-
forming on stage, reported-
ly unaware of the situation
unfolding in the crowd.

Stand-up comedian Zakir Khan has left fans con-
cerned after he appeared in hospital robes in a recent
Ramzan vlog shared by his brother Arbaz Khan. The

video, which has been circulating widely online, shows
Zakir resting in a hospital room while casually watch-

ing a cricket match on television. The unexpected
glimpse of the comedian in a hospital setting quickly

caught the attention of viewers and sparked discussion
across social media.

oung hero Harshith
Reddy’s upcoming
film “Deewana” is

drawing attention not only
from audiences but also from
industry circles. The recently
released teaser has been
receiving a superb response
from all quarters. With its
intense love story and cult
romance vibe, the teaser has
raised strong expectations
for the film. The glimpse also
reminds viewers of the emo-
tional tones seen in films like
Baby and Arjun Reddy,
which has sparked signifi-
cant interest from trade cir-
cles as well. The fresh pairing
of Harshith Reddy and Sneha
Manimegalai, beautiful visu-

als, and the background
score featuring the song
“Prema Idi Prema” have
instantly connected with the
audience. Set for a release
during the summer season,
when students and youth
flock to theatres, “Deewana”
appears poised to attract
strong youth engagement.
The film is produced by
Vasudev Koppineni and
Sridevi Karyampudi under
the banners Arha Media
and V Studios, and is direct-
ed by Srikant Sangishetty,
who presents the story as a
beautiful love saga. Geetha
Film Distributors will
release Deewana grandly in
theatres.

ctress
D i a
Mirza

f r e -

quent-
ly uses
her social
m e d i a

handle to talk about the
various environmental
issues that tend to pose a
threat to our survival in the
future. This time, Dia decid-
ed to speak up about how to
heal our rivers. The
‘Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil
Mein’ actress said that in
order to save the rivers,
one must make small
changes in our habits in
everyday life.
Dia even gave some
insightful suggestions,

such as closing the tap
while brushing, put-
ting the water from
the filters in the

plants, switching to
phosphate-free

cleaners, and
adding tap

a e r a -

t o r s ,
a m o n g

other things. The
‘Lage Raho Munna

Bhai’ actress shared a
thought-provoking note on
her official Instagram han-
dle, saying, “To heal our
rivers, we must change how
we live…It starts at the tap:
Closing it while brushing
saves up to 12 liters of water
every minute. In the
kitchen, we can mimic the
forest by repurposing
“rejected” water from fil-
ters to water our plants,
ensuring no drop is wast-
ed.” “We must also stop the
“white foam” at the source
by switching to natural,
phosphate-free cleaners
like soapnuts. Adding tap
aerators reduces our flow
by 40%, and fixing a single
leak can save 50 liters a
day,” she went on to write. 
Dia pointed out that by
ensuring that our rivers are
clean, we are securing a
lifeline for the coming gen-
erations. “These small
daily acts are the heartbeat
of a Jan Andolan—a peo-
ple’s movement. 

irected with ambi-
tion by Abhishek
Nama and produced

by Kishore Annapreddy
and Nishitha Nagireddy,
the upcoming pan-Indian
magnum opus
Nagabandham, starring
Virat Karrna, promises to
be a visual and emotional
spectacle. With a strong
lineup of seasoned actors
and culturally rooted sto-
rytelling, the film aims to
celebrate India’s artistic
depth, spiritual heritage,
and narrative richness.
The devotion era begins,
as the much-awaited single
NAMO Re has now been
unveiled—and it’s already
being hailed as the spiritu-

al anthem of 2026. Soul-
stirring and visually
majestic, the song pays
homage to Lord Narayana
while exploring themes of
devotion, inner strength,
and faith.
Composers Juned Kumar
and Abhe infuse the track
with a seamless blend of
classical and contempo-
rary soundscapes, while
lyricist Sriharsha Emani
pens lines that evoke deep
spirituality and introspec-
tion. The heartfelt vocals
of Sindhuja Srinivasan
and Aishwarya Daruri
elevate the composition,
giving this sacred master-
piece a resonant emotion-
al core.

uyodhana" is a film
under the banner of
Prajwala Line

Creations featuring
Priyadarshi, Drishika
Chander as the hero heroine,
dialogue king Saikumar and
senior heroine Prema in piv-
otal roles. This film is being
directed by YS Madhav
Reddy and is being produced
by Bosubabu Nidumolu.
This movie which has com-
pleted all the programs is
releasing worldwide on 27th
of this month. Sri Lakshmi
Pictures, which has released
many hit films, is releasing
the movie "Suyodhana".
Today, the teaser release
event of this movie was held
in Hyderabad in a grand
manner. In this program
Music director Jai Krish
said - When we do BGM for a
movie, we watch the movie
as a music director. We all

felt happy after seeing the
performance of Saikumar
and Priyadarshi. I can confi-
dently say that the movie
"Suyodhana" will be a good
success. Said.

Editor Chhota K Prasad said
- Priyadarshi is a good friend
of mine. I have been watch-
ing his career from the start.
He reached great heights by
doing good films. This movie

will bring him more fame.
Also Sai Kumar's Police
Story movie is our favorite
movie. Our director Madhav
is happy to get an opportuni-
ty to use Saikumar's dia-

logue delivery and perform-
ance in this film. Said.
Producer Bosubabu
Nidumolu said - We decided
to make a movie as soon as
our director told this story.
Saikumar was the first actor
that came to our mind after
reading the script. 

Editor Chhota K Prasad
has personally steered the
project. As per his sugges-
tion we approached
Priyadarshi. He acted very
well. We made this movie
with a strong subject.
Director Madhav directed
this film as his own film. He
worked hard in the making
of the movie. Thank you to
everyone in our movie cast
and crew. Said.
Heroine Drishika Chander
said - I am playing the char-
acter of Samhita in this
film.Thanks to the director
and producers for giving me

the opportunity to act in this
character. I am happy to
share the screen with good
artists like Saikumar and
Priyadarshi. This movie will
impress you all. Let's meet in
theaters on 27th of this
month. Said.
Director YS Madhav Reddy

said - This is my first film as
a director. I have no previous
experience. However, our
producer Bosubabu believed
in me and gave me the oppor-
tunity to direct such a big
project. After thinking of
this story as concept orient-
ed, I met Priyadarshi. I
thought it would be good if
he did this movie. After hear-
ing the script, he said OK. I
got a lot of confidence in the
script after the movie
Priyadarshi did OK. I
thought the character of
Suodhana in the flashback
was Saikumar from the first. 

nil Kapoor recently
revealed that he still
earns royalties from

the Oscar-winning film
Slumdog Millionaire, nearly
two decades after its release.
The actor shared this sur-
prising update while speak-
ing at the India Today
Conclave 2026, where he
reflected on the long-lasting
impact of the film on his
career and finances.

ANIL KAPOOR
STILL
RECEIVES
ROYALTIES
During a
s e s s i o n
t i t l e d
T h e

Ageless Revel: Rewriting the
Rules of Stardom, Anil
Kapoor said that he had
received another payment
from the film just a day
before the event. He
described the moment as
emotional because the film
was released more than fif-
teen years ago. The actor
revealed that the most recent
payment was around 3,000
pounds. Kapoor added that
he openly shares the amount
because he pays all his taxes.

According to him, the total
earnings he expects to
receive from the film

will reach nearly Rs.
6.17 crore (500,000
pounds).

Kapoor jokingly said that the
film has made him a million-
aire through royalties alone.
He also clarified that he
never demanded such pay-
ments from the filmmakers,
and the profit sharing was
something they provided
themselves.

WHY ANIL KAPOOR
AGREED TO DO THE FILM
Kapoor also explained why
he chose to work in Slumdog
Millionaire. At the time, the
filmmakers told him they
could not afford his regular
acting fee. Instead of declin-
ing the offer, he agreed to do
the project without charging
money.

The actor said he accepted
the role because he wanted to
learn and grow as an artist.
According to Kapoor, work-
ing with an international
team helped him gain new
experiences and stay rele-
vant in the film industry. 

ABOUT THE OSCAR
WINNING FILM
Released in 2008 and directed
by Danny Boyle, Slumdog
Millionaire became a global
phenomenon. The film
starred Dev Patel as
Jamal Malik and
Freida Pinto as
Latika. Kapoor
played the role of
the game show host
Prem Kumar, while

the late Irrfan Khan
appeared as the police offi-
cer investigating Jamal.

Anil Kapoor still earns from Slumdog
Millionaire after 15 years
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