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IRAN HITS KEY
UAE OIL PORT AND 
DUBAI AIRPORT

SABALENKA 
BATTLES 
TO INDIAN 
WELLS TITLE

Vijay aims for CM's 
post, not Deputy CM 
role: Sengottaiyan

Mamata questions 
ECI's midnight transfers, 
alleges BJP bias

Short Takes

Kolkata, March 16 : West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday lashed out at the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) after it 
carried out a major reshuffle in the 
state administration. In a move exe-
cuted late at night, Chief Secretary 
Nandini Chakraborty and Home 
Secretary J.P. Meena were trans-
ferred. Several senior police offi-
cials -- including the Director 
General of Police and the Kolkata 
Police Commissioner -- were also 
shifted. Launching a sharp attack 
on the Election Commission, 
Banerjee said: “I received a mes-
sage at 1 a.m. Have you ever heard 
of such actions being taken in the 
dead of night? The Chief Secretary 
is a Bengali woman. They removed 
her. They are anti-Bengali and anti-
women.” She further said that earli-
er the Election Commission used to 
seek a panel of names from the state 
government before making such 
decisions.

Greece and Germany 
rule out involvement in 
possible operation in 
Strait of Hormuz
Athens, March 16 : Greece has 
no plans to participate in any 
military operation in the Strait 
of Hormuz, government spokes-
man Pavlos Marinakis said on 
Monday, stressing that the 
country has no intention of 
becoming involved in war. 
Speaking at a regular briefing, 
Marinakis said Greece's cur-
rent involvement in the 
European Union's Operation 
Shield is "geographically 
defined in the Red Sea and does 
not concern the Strait of 
Hormuz." He noted that only 
vessels from Greece and Italy 
are currently participating in 
the operation, whose mission is 
to safeguard commercial ship-
ping in the region. Marinakis 
said Greece consistently advo-
cates the universal application 
of international law, Xinhua 
news agency reported. "Under 
no circumstances do we intend 
to get involved in war," he said.
US President Donald Trump 
said on Sunday that he had 
"demanded" some countries 
heavily reliant on Middle 
Eastern oil join a coalition to 
escort vessels through the Strait 
of Hormuz, but did not name the 
countries the White House was 
negotiating with. On Monday, 
German Defence Minister Boris 
Pistorius also rejected a US 
demand for military support in 
the Strait of Hormuz, saying 
Germany would not become mil-
itarily involved in the region.
Pistorius made the remarks in 
Berlin at a press conference 
after meeting with his Latvian 
counterpart Andris Spruds.
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Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy directed all Congress 
MLAs and MLCs, including 
women legislators, to attend the 
ongoing Budget Session of the 
Telangana Legislative Assembly 
and Legislative Council without 
fail and actively participate in 
the debates.

Addressing the Congress 
Legislature Party (CLP) meeting 
held in Hyderabad, the Chief 
Minister emphasized the need 
for better coordination between 
Government Whips and legisla-
tors during discussions in the 
House. He instructed the whips 
to ensure proper coordination 
in selecting topics and issues to 
be raised during the debates so 
that the proceedings run 
smoothly.

Chief Minister noted that the 
People’s Government is present-
ing its third budget in the cur-
rent session. He said the 
Governor’s Address outlines the 
government’s priorities and 

future plans, describing it as a 
roadmap that would guide the 
administration and also serve as 
an agenda for the upcoming 
elections.

Revanth Reddy advised the 
legislators to focus more on 
highlighting the achievements 
of the government and its future 
plans, rather than repeatedly 
debating the failures of the pre-
vious BRS government. He said 
the current focus should be on 
fulfilling the aspirations of the 
people and explaining the gov-
ernment’s development agenda.

 Chief Minister also stressed 
the importance of active partici-
pation by women legislators, 
asking them not only to ensure 
their presence but also to con-
tribute meaningfully to the 
debates.

Recalling past experiences, 
Revanth Reddy said that during 
the previous BRS regime, the 
opposition was not given suffi-
cient opportunities to speak on 
important issues. He noted that 

former CLP leaders Bhatti 
Vikramarka and Jana Reddy 
were also denied opportunities 
to speak in the Assembly, and he 
himself was suspended for an 
entire session and barred from 
entering the House during his 
tenure as an MLA.

The Chief Minister further 
announced that Assembly com-
mittees will be constituted soon 
and suggested that MLAs and 
MLCs visit other states to study 
best governance practices.

He also asked legislators to 
pay special attention to the 
drinking water situation during 
the summer season and ensure 
that issues faced by people are 
addressed promptly.

Revanth Reddy urged party 
legislators to take the “99-Day 
Praja Palana Pragati 
Pranalika” programme direct-
ly to the grassroots level and 
communicate the govern-
ment’s welfare and develop-
ment initiatives effectively to 
the people.

CM REVANTH ASKS 

CONGRESS LEGISLATORS
 TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN BUDGET SESSION

New Delhi, Mar 16 (TSIT)
United States President Donald 
Trump accused Iran of resort-
ing to ‘’Disinformation’ and 
‘’Fake News’’ by using AI and 
blasted ‘’Radical Left-Wing’’ 
media for spreading ‘’lies’’ 
about the Iran war.

Accusing media outlets, 
including the Wall Street 
Journal, of ‘’spreading lies’ 
and using American Airwaves 
for anti-US propaganda, he 
said such media outlets should 
be booked for ‘’Treason.’’

Trujmp maintained that 
Iran is being ‘decimated.’ He 
described Iran as ‘’master of 
media manipulation and pub-
lic relations,’’ and said that 
they (Iran) are militarily inef-
fective and weak, but are real-

ly good at “feeding” the very 
appreciative ‘’fake news 
media’’ false information. 
‘’Now, AI has become another 
Disinformation weapon that 
Iran uses, quite well, consider-
ing they are being annihilated 
by the day,’’ he said on his 

social media platform on 
Monday (today).

Trump said Iran showed 
‘’phony Kamikaze Boats,” 
shooting at various ships at 
sea, which looks ‘’wonderful, 
powerful, and vicious.’’ ‘’But 
these boats don’t exist — It’s all 
false information to show how 
tough their already defeated 
Military is!’’ The five US 
Refueling Planes that were 
supposedly struck down and 
badly damaged, according to 
the ‘’Wall Street Journal’s false 
reporting,’’ and others, are all 
in service, with the exception 
of one, which will soon be fly-
ing the skies, Trump claimed.

‘’Buildings and Ships that 
are shown to be on fire are not 
— It’s FAKE NEWS, generated 

by AI.’’ He accused Iran of 
working in close coordination 
with the fake news media, 
showing USS Abraham 
Lincoln Aircraft Carrier, one 
of the largest and most presti-
gious Ships in the World, burn-
ing uncontrollably in the 
Ocean. Not only was it not 
burning, it was not even shot 
at — Iran knows better than to 
do that! The story was know-
ingly FAKE and those media 
outlets that generated it should 
be brought up on charges for 
treason for dissemination of 
false information. The fact is, 
Iran is being decimated, and 
the only battles they “win” are 
those that they create through 
AI, and are distributed by cor-
rupt media outlets.

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, Chief 
Minister A.Revanth Reddy, Legislative 
Assembly Speaker Gaddam Prasad 
Kumar, Legislative Council Chairman 
Gutha Sukender Reddy, Deputy Chief 
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu, 
along with several ministers and pub-
lic representatives, paid floral tributes 
to the statues of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the Telangana 
Legislative Assembly premises.The 
dignitaries garlanded the statues and 
offered homage to the two great nation-
al leaders, recalling their immense 
contributions to India’s freedom strug-
gle, democratic values, and the fram-
ing of the Constitution.

Speaking on the occasion, the lead-
ers highlighted the timeless ideals of 
truth, non-violence, equality, and 
social justice advocated by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. They 

emphasized that these principles con-
tinue to guide the governance and 
democratic functioning of the country.
The Governor and the Chief Minister 
noted that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision 
of social empowerment and constitu-
tional rights remains a guiding force 
for building an inclusive and progres-
sive society. They also remembered 

Mahatma Gandhi’s message of peace, 
harmony, and moral leadership that 
inspired millions during the freedom 
movement.Several ministers, legisla-
tors, senior officials, and staff of the 
Assembly Secretariat were present 
during the programme and joined the 
leaders in paying respects to the 
national icons.

Governor, CM and Dignitaries Pay Floral Tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar at Assembly

Trump accuses Iran of spreading ‘lies’, blasts 
media for ‘Disinformation, fake news’

Iran links Hormuz passage for Indian 
vessels to release of seized tankers

New Delhi (TSIT): Iran has 
asked India to release three 
tankers seized in February, as 
part of ongoing talks seeking 
safe passage for Indian-flagged 
or India-bound vessels through 
the Strait of Hormuz, Reuters 
reported on Monday, March 16.
According to the report citing 
three sources with knowledge 
of the matter, Indian authori-
ties had seized the three Iran-
linked tankers near Indian 
waters, alleging that they had 
concealed or altered their iden-
tities and were involved in ille-
gal ship-to-ship transfers at 
sea. Tehran has also sought 
supplies of certain medicines 
and medical equipment, an 
Iran official told Reuters.
Iran’s Ambassador to New 

Delhi met Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) offi-
cials on Monday to discuss the 
issue, the source said.

INDIAN VESSELS STILL STRANDED 
IN THE GULF

New Delhi said on Monday 
that at least 22 Indian-flagged 
vessels and 611 Indian seafar-
ers remained in the Gulf. An 
Indian source told Reuters that 
six of the vessels were loaded 
with liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) and that the country was 
keen to secure their passage 
first, given a mounting short-
age of the cooking fuel. Around 
90 per cent of India’s total LPG 
imports come from the Gulf.

Iran recently allowed two 
Indian LPG tankers to pass 
through the strait and one of 
them returned to Mudra in 
Gujarat on Monday. Traffic 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
has ground to a near standstill 
since the beginning of the war 
in Iran on February 28.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (TSIT): 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar called on European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen in Belgium this 
afternoon, and said her ‘highly 
successful’ State visit to India 
in January marks a turning 
point in India-EU ties.

Dr Jaishankar said in a 
tweet that India is following 
up vigorously on her visit. He 
also appreciated her insights 
on contemporary global devel-
opments. The External Affairs 
Minister arrived in Brussels 
on a two-day official visit to 
Belgium at the invitation of 
the European union (EU) 
High Representative and Vice 
President, Ms Kaja Kallas, to 
interact with Foreign 
Ministers of the 27 EU Member 

States at the Foreign Affairs 
Council Meeting.The EAM is 
scheduled to hold meetings 
with the leadership of the 
European union and his coun-
terparts from Belgium and 
other EU Member States. The 
visit of the EAM comes soon 
after the historic 16th India-

EU Summit.Earlier, Dr 
Jaishankar met Maxime 
Prevot, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, European 
Affairs and Development 
Cooperation of Belgium and 
discussed intensifying India-
Belgium cooperation in trade 
and investment, semiconduc-
tors, health, technology and 
innovation.

The two agreed to establish 
an India-Belgium Strategic 
Dialogue. Dr Jaishankar, who 
arrived in Belgium on Sunday, 
met Foreign Minister 
Constantinos Kombos of 
Cyprus. The two discussed 
ways to strengthen the 
Strategic Partnership and 
exchanged views on the situa-
tion in West Asia. 

Jaishankar meets EC President, his counterparts 
from Belgium and Cyprus in Brussels

CM Naidu unveils 58-feet statue 
of Potti Sriramulu in Amaravati
Amaravati, March 16 (TSIT) : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu unveiled 
a 58-feet-tall statue of Amarajeevi 
Potti Sriramulu in Amaravati on 
Monday.The bronze statue of 
Potti Sriramulu has been 
installed as the Statue of Sacrifice 
at Sakhamuru Park to reflect the 
sacrifice he made for the cre-
ation of a separate state for 
Telugu-speaking people.

The government has devel-
oped the park and installed the 
statue in memory of Potti 
Sriramulu, who died in 1952 after 
a 58-day hunger strike in Madras 
demanding a separate state for 
Telugu people.The statue 
unveiling to mark the occasion 
of the 125th birth anniversary 
of Potti Sriramulu was attend-
ed by Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, Minister Nara 
Lokesh, state BJP president 
PVN Madhav, ministers and 
other public representatives.

The first phase of the project, 
undertaken at an estimated cost 
of Rs 150 crore, has been com-
pleted on 6.80 acres of land.

Officials said the Potti 
Sriramulu Memorial Trust com-
pleted the construction of the 
58-ft statue in a record time of 
just six months. A total of 26 
tonnes of bronze and 42 tonnes of 
iron structure were used for the 
statue. In the second phase, a 
museum, photo gallery, audito-
rium and skill development cen-
tre will be constructed at the site. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Chandrababu Naidu said that 
Potti Sriramulu is synonymous 
with sacrifice. He said the great 
leader was not confined to one 
caste but belonged to everyone, 

and he sacrificed his life to get 
recognition for the entire Telugu 
community. “We have the Statue 
of Liberty, and we have the 
Statue of Unity. Now, Andhra 
Pradesh has the Statue of 
Sacrifice,” he said. The Chief 
Minister emphasised that every-
one must learn about Potti 
Sreeramulu's sacrifice and draw 
inspiration from him.

“Potti Sriramulu demonstrat-
ed the true potential of the 
Telugu people during an era 
when they lacked even a distinct 
identity. He actively participated 
in numerous movements. While 
Mahatma Gandhi secured inde-
pendence through the philoso-
phy of non-violence, Potti 
Sriramulu achieved statehood 
through the ultimate act of self-
sacrifice,” he said.

He noted that it was after Potti 
Sriramulu’s sacrifice that the 
Central government paved the 
way for the formation of states 
based on linguistic lines.

Chandrababu Naidu said that 
over the course of five decades, 
Potti Sriramulu engaged in 
relentless struggles over vari-

ous issues. Even after enduring 
the tragedy of losing his wife 
and children, he suppressed his 
personal grief and continued to 
fight for the nation. He fought 
for temple entry rights for 
Dalits, and for this, he under-
took a hunger strike for 29 days. 
Stating that the Telugu people 
must remember the sacrifice 
made by Potti Sriramulu, the 
Chief Minister said that they 
faced numerous challenges 
throughout history.

He recalled that Andhra State 
was formed with Kurnool as the 
capital, and later Hyderabad was 
made the capital of Andhra 
Pradesh. In 2014, the new state of 
Andhra Pradesh was formed 
with Amaravati as its capital.

Chandrababu Naidu slammed 
the previous government of 
YSRCP for playing what he 
called a divisive game in the 
name of three capitals between 
2019 and 2024. “They spoke of 
three capitals but created a situa-
tion where there was effectively 
no capital at all. Now, Amaravati 
is being developed as the people's 
capital,” he said.
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NEW DELHI: Next month’s as-
sembly elections in four states and 
a Union territory may turn out to 
be the last rodeo for several prom-
inent leaders. Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) has a huge 
responsibility on his 80-year-old 
shoulders. A loss in this election 
would mean that the Left would not 

time since 1977. This is not how Vi-
jayan would like to be remembered. 
The problem is that even if the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) beats a de-
cade of anti-incumbency, Vijayan 
may not get a third term. His par-
ty has maintained that the next CM 
would be decided after the results—
that is, if the LDF retains power.

Former Tamil Nadu CM EK 
Palaniswami of the All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIADMK) has had the better of his 
detractors and challengers within 
the party. This election is crucial 
for the 71-year-old and for a par-
ty struggling in the absence of the 
star power of MG Ramachandran or 
Jayalalithaa. The party lost the 2021 
Assembly election. Another loss is 

-
plosions in the AIADMK, which the 
party may not recover from.

Puducherry CM N Rangaswamy 

of the All India N.R. Congress (AIN-
RC) also has high stakes in this elec-
tion. It is also essentially a one-man 
party. A loss in this election—and 
the fact that Rangaswamy would be 
80 by the next—would set the party 
on a slippery path.

You can trust Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah to keep in mind all 
these factors. Even as the Bharatiya 
Janata Party puts its best foot for-
ward in the coming assembly polls, 
the party’s chief strategist would 
know that it is a win-win situation 
for the BJP in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
and Puducherry. The AIADMK and 
the AINRC are the BJP’s alliance 
partners. Shah would love to see the 
National Democratic Alliance form 
the government in Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry. He would also like to 
see the BJP expand its footprints 
in Kerala by building on its maiden 
Lok Sabha win in the southern state 
in 2024.

But Shah won’t be losing his 
sleep over these two states and one 
UT.  The fact is that even if the BJP 
ends up on the losing side, any gains 
it makes would still bolster the par-
ty’s long-cherished goal of putting 
down regional parties that have sty-
mied its expansion plans in several 
states.

Let’s look at Tamil Nadu. If the 

NDA wins, the BJP gets the chance 
to taste power in the Dravidian state 

EPS’s current reservation against 
sharing power. The BJP can build 
on it to expand its footprints. The 
MK Stalin-led Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) has been one of 
the trenchant critics of the NDA 
government at the Centre. It would 
be good riddance for the BJP.

And if the DMK-led government 
retains power, it would likely start 
the process of disintegration of the 
second big Dravidian party. What-
ever space the AIADMK vacates in 
that scenario would be up for grabs 

for the BJP, or so it would fancy.
In neighbouring Puducherry, 

N Rangaswamy has resisted the 
BJP’s attempt to expand its pres-
ence. If the NDA retains power in 
Puducherry, the BJP would use it to 
consolidate and expand its presence 
in the UT. But if the NDA loses pow-
er and the AINRC’s political base 
starts shrinking, the BJP would be 

With a 46 per cent Christian 
and Muslim population in Kerala, 
the BJP has struggled to expand 
in the state, with power alternat-
ing between the LDF and the Con-
gress-led UDF. 

Amit Shah won't lose sleep over Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Assam, Bengal is different NEW DELHI: Former 

Delhi chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal has approached 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the decision of the 
Delhi High Court Chief Jus-
tice declining his request to 
transfer the excise policy 
case from Justice Swarana 
Kanta Sharma to anoth-
er judge. The petition also 
challenges Justice Sharma’s 
March 9 order which stayed 
a trial court direction seek-
ing an inquiry against a CBI 

case.
Kejriwal has invoked Ar-

ticle 32 of the Constitution 
to question the administra-
tive decision taken by Delhi 
High Court Chief Justice 
Devendra Kumar Upad-
hyaya on March 13, reject-
ing his request for transfer 
of the matter from Justice 
Swarana Kanta Sharma. 
The High Court registry 
had informed Kejriwal that 
the case had been assigned 
to Justice Sharma in accor-
dance with the existing ros-
ter and that any decision re-
garding recusal would have 
to be taken by the judge 
herself.

The Chief Justice Upad-
hyaya stated that he did not 

order a transfer of the pe-
tition on the administrative 
side.

The dispute arises from 
proceedings relating to the 
Delhi excise policy case. A 
trial court on February 27 

discharged Kejriwal and 22 
others from the case. The 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation subsequently chal-
lenged that order before the 
Delhi High Court, where 
the matter is being heard by 
Justice Sharma.

On March 9, the High 
Court issued notice on the 
CBI’s revision plea and 
stayed the trial court’s di-
rection ordering depart-
mental proceedings against 

-
vestigated the case. 

In the same order, the 
High Court also asked the 
trial court to defer proceed-
ings in the related Preven-
tion of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) case and 
observed prima facie that 
some of the conclusions 
recorded by the trial court 
while granting discharge 
appeared erroneous.

In a letter addressed to 
the Chief Justice on March 
11, Kejriwal expressed ap-
prehension that the case 
may not receive a hearing 
marked by complete neu-
trality if it continues before 
the same judge. He pointed 
to the interim stay granted 
by the High Court and the 

-
ings under the PMLA even 
though the Enforcement 
Directorate was not even a 
party before the court. Ac-
cording to Kejriwal, the na-
ture of the relief granted at 
the threshold stage raised 
concerns about the fairness 
of the proceedings.

Kejriwal also stated that 
in cases of this magnitude, 
courts generally grant par-

their responses, and that 
the manner in which the 
proceedings were conduct-
ed had strengthened his 
apprehension of bias. He 
further pointed out that the 
same judge had previously 
dealt with several matters 
arising from the excise pol-
icy controversy and had 
expressed detailed prima 
facie views on the facts of 
the case, some of which 
were later set aside by the 
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is 
now expected to examine 
the challenge to the High 
Court Chief Justice’s deci-
sion as well as the legality 
of the interim order passed 
in the excise policy case.

Kejriwal moves SC seeking transfer of 
excise policy case from Delhi HC judge

NEW DELHI: In a special 
ceremony held at the Delhi 
Secretariat on Monday to 
mark the historic “Phool 
Walon Ki Sair” festival, the 
premises came alive with 
the sound of the Shehnai, 
with the celebration sym-
bolizing the national capi-
tal’s rich culture and Gan-
ga-Jamuni ethos.

During the event, mem-
bers of Anjuman Sair-e-Gul 
Faroshan extended a tra-
ditional welcome to Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta. Ac-
companied by the live sheh-
nai music, they honoured 
the CM by presenting the 

is a long-standing tradition 
associated with the festival.

environment with vibrancy, 
and the spirit of Delhi’s cul-
tural legacy and communal 

around. Delhi Cabinet Min-
ister Kapil Mishra and sev-
eral other dignitaries were 
also present on the occa-

sion. Speaking at the event, 
CM Gupta said, "Phool 
Walon Ki Sair is far more 
than just a festival, and 
represents a remarkable ex-
ample of Delhi’s shared cul-
tural heritage and the spirit 

city."
According to Gupta, 

the tradition serves as a 
reminder that unity and 
brotherhood have always 
remained central to India’s 
diverse cultural fabric.

She reiterated that the 
Delhi government is com-
mitted to preserving and 
promoting the capital’s his-

torical traditions and cul-
tural events.

Such celebrations, she 
noted, help connect younger 
generations with their cul-
tural roots while strength-
ening mutual respect and 
social harmony.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Art, Culture, Language 
and Tourism Minister Ka-
pil Mishra said the festival 
plays an important role in 
reinforcing the city’s shared 
cultural legacy.

He described Phool 
Walon Ki Sair as a histor-
ic tradition that conveys a 
message of harmony, uni-
ty and brotherhood, which 
also gives an opportunity to 
the younger generation for 
experiencing Delhi’s rich 
cultural heritage.

This year, ‘Phool Walon 
Ki Sair 2026’ is being or-
ganised from March 15 to 
March 21, during which a 
series of cultural, religious 
and social programmes are 
being held across the city.

CM Rekha Gupta attends ‘Phool Walon 
Ki Sair’ ceremony at Delhi Secretariat

NEW DELHI: The BJP 
on Monday launched a 
sharp attack on Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy for participating 
in a state-sponsored Iftar 
gathering in Hyderabad, 
accusing the Congress of 
indulging in "minority ap-
peasement" and advising 
it to rename itself the "Is-
lamic National Caliphate".

BJP National Spokes-
person Shehzad Poonawal-
la said Reddy should call 
himself "the chief minister 
of Muslims"

The remarks came amid 
political exchanges over 
Reddy’s participation in 
the Iftar event on Sunday, 
where he was seen with 
AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi.

"Revanth Reddy should 
call himself not the chief 
minister of Telangana 
but the chief minister of 
Muslims, and his party's 
name should be changed 
from INC — Indian Na-
tional Congress — to Is-
lamic National Caliphate," 
Poonawalla said.

Another national 
spokesperson of the BJP, 
Prem Shukla, called Reddy 
"Hazrat", accusing the Tel-
angana chief minister of 
minority appeasement and 
"hurting" the sentiments 
of Hindus.

"Telangana CM 'Hazrat' 
Reddy participated in an 
Iftar party on Sunday and 
shared dates with AIMIM 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi. 
This is the same Owaisi 
whom the Congress calls 
the BJP’s B-team," Shukla 
said at a press conference.

The BJP spokesperson 
also targeted Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi over 
the issue, asking him to 

clarify whether it is his 

appease Muslims by in-
sulting Hindu deities".

"Gandhi should answer 

policy of the Congress to 
hurt Hindu sentiments 
through chief ministers 
appointed by the party 
who repeatedly indulge in 
such acts.

"Is Reddy treading the 
party line? Hindus should 
understand that the Con-
gress is intent on betray-
ing them and content with 
Muslim appeasement," 
Shukla said at the BJP 
headquarters here.

Poonawalla alleged that 
the Congress has repeat-
edly made statements sug-
gesting that Muslims have 

-
es and that the party was 
now taking pride in Mus-
lim reservation, which, he 
claimed, was against the 
views of B R Ambedkar.

"At times they say Con-
gress equals Muslims; 
sometimes they say Mus-
lims support them because 
they provide them securi-
ty, and now they take pride 
in Muslim reservation, 
which is against Ambed-
kar's views," he said.

Claiming that the Con-
gress is running a "vote-
bank shop", Poonawalla 
accused it of engaging 
in what he described as 
"competitive appeasement 
politics" to outdo the AIM-
IM.

"Sometimes they form 
alliances with Owaisi, and 
sometimes, to appear an 
even bigger 'bhaijaan' than 
Owaisi, they wear an even 
bigger cap of competitive 
appeasement politics," he 
said.

BJP attacks Telangana CM over 
Iftar event, accuses Congress of 

minority appeasement

JAIPUR: Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Bhajanlal Shar-
ma on Monday said the 
contribution of the tribal 
community to the state’s 
development has been 
invaluable, and the gov-
ernment is committed to 
promoting employment for 
tribal youth and supporting 
traditional handicraft.

Addressing a public 
gathering on Tribal Pride 
Day at Beneshwar Dham 
in Dungarpur, Sharma 
said the tribal community 
is known for its rich tra-
ditions, distinct culture 
and close connection with 
nature, and has produced 

their lives for the country’s 
freedom.

The chief minister 
said the state government 
would undertake the over-
all development and beau-

Dham, a major centre of 
faith for tribal communi-
ties, and a detailed project 
report was being prepared 
for the purpose, according 

Referring to tribal her-
itage, Sharma said handi-
craft such as Pithora paint-
ings, bamboo weaving, 
pottery and wood carving 
represent the pride and 
cultural identity of the 
tribal community, and the 
government aims to ensure 
artists receive proper rec-
ognition and value for their 
work.

He also highlighted var-

ious welfare measures for 
tribal communities, includ-
ing increasing the monthly 
mess allowance in hostels 
from Rs 2,500 to Rs 3,250 
and providing incentives 
for tribal students scoring 
above 80 per cent in classes 
10 and 12, as well as those 
clearing CA and CS exam-
inations.

The chief minister said 
244 new Maa-Baadi cen-
tres (community-run pri-
mary education centres in 
remote tribal areas of Ra-
jasthan) have been estab-
lished, and tribal farmers 
have been provided free hy-
brid maize seeds and mini-
kits. He added that 530 
Van Dhan Vikas Kendras 
have been set up in eight 

lakh women.
Sharma said the govern-

ment would launch a spe-
cial campaign to provide 
individual and community 
forest rights pattas to tribal 
residents living in forest ar-
eas and ensure their entry 
in revenue records to en-

government schemes and 
bank loans.

He also announced 
that a tribal tourist circuit 
worth Rs 100 crore would 
be developed, linking ma-
jor sites including Tripura 
Sundari Temple, Mangadh 
Dham, Beneshwar Dham, 
Sitamata Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Rishabhdev Temple, 
Gautameshwar Temple and 
Matrikundiya.

Rajasthan CM hails tribal 
community’s contribution, says 
will develop Beneshwar Dham

NEW DELHI: Former union Minister 
and Bathinda MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
has written to the National Commission 
for Women seeking action against Bhag-
want Mann, alleging that the Government 
of Punjab Chief Minister made derogato-
ry and demeaning remarks about women 
during an address at Punjab Agricultural 
University in Ludhiana.

In a representation submitted to the 
Commission in the national capital today, 
Badal urged it to take cognisance of what 
she described as “misogynistic, deroga-
tory and sexual remarks” made by Mann 
during a function at the university where 
he was present as the chief guest.

Highlighting her work on women’s is-
sues, the Shiromani Akali Dal leader said 
she has been actively involved in initia-

tives through her NGO Nanhi Chhaan 
aimed at combating female foeticide and 
promoting the education and empower-
ment of girls.

According to the representation,  
Mann, while recalling his college days, re-
ferred to a woman student in what Badal 
termed an “inappropriate and derogatory 
manner”.

She alleged that the Chief Minister said 
he used to refer to a female student as 
“thodi bhabi” while speaking with friends, 
even though the woman was not his wife 

she got to know of his statements.”
“His words and statements are highly 

suggestive and demeaning, as the wom-
an he was referring to was not his wife,” 
Badal said in the submission.

Harsimrat Kaur Badal moves NCW against Punjab CM 
Bhagwant Mann over ‘derogatory remarks on women’

UK will work with 
allies on Strait of 
Hormuz plan: UK 

PM Starmer
LONDON: UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer said 
on Monday that Britain is 
working with allies on a plan 
to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz but will not be drawn 
into the wider war.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Prime Minister 
Starmer said Britain is dis-
cussing with the US and 
allies in Europe and the 
Gulf the possibility of using 
mine-hunting drones that 
the UK has in the region.

But, he indicated that the 
UK is unlikely to dispatch a 
warship.

He spoke after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he 
had demanded that US allies 
send warships to open the 
key oil shipment route.

US President Trump said 
on Sunday that the USA is 
talking with seven nations 
on helping secure the Strait 
of Hormuz, urging countries 
dependent on Gulf oil to as-
sist in protecting shipping in 
the narrow but strategic sea 
corridor. Starmer said For-
eign Secretary Yvette Coo-
per has been in the region in 
recent days. The UK PM said 
he had met Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney earli-
er this morning and will be 
meeting President Volody-
myr Zelensky soon. "It's vi-
tal that we continue to focus 
on supporting Ukraine," he 
says, adding that the war in 
the Middle East cannot be 
allowed to become "a wind-
fall for Putin".

NEW DELHI:
its-kind facility that will 
enable testing, maintenance 
and servicing of critical 
pneumatic systems installed 
on Kalvari-class submarines 
has been commissioned at a 
technical workshop in Kar-

said on Monday.
Vice Admiral B Sivaku-

mar, the Chief of Materiel 
(COM), Indian Navy, com-
missioned the "pneumatic 
RAM test facility" at Naval 
Group India Workshop at 
Karwar, according to an of-

The facility marks a "key 
milestone" in strengthening 
India's indigenous capabili-
ties for the maintenance and 
sustenance of the Kalvari-
class submarines of the In-
dian Navy.

"Until now, these pneu-
matic RAMs were required 

to be sent to France for test-
ing and servicing, resulting 
in longer turnaround time-
lines and higher logistical 
costs," it said.

The new facility, com-
missioned on March 13, 
will "enable testing, main-
tenance and servicing of 
critical pneumatic systems 
installed on Kalvari-class 
submarines, thereby en-

reliability of maintenance 
operations," the statement 
said.

This maintenance, repair 
and overhaul (MRO) facility 
is only available in France, 
Brazil and India, it said.

Vice Admiral Sivakumar 
said, "The commissioning 
of this pneumatic RAM 
test facility in India is an 
important step towards 
strengthening indigenous 
maintenance capabilities for 

"Local availability of 
such specialised testing 
infrastructure will help re-
duce turnaround time, op-
timise costs, and further 
enhance the operational 
readiness of the Indian Navy’s  
Kalvari-class submarines," 
he said.

The facility has been de-
veloped and manufactured 
in collaboration with In-
dian MSME partner, SEC 
Industries, reinforcing Na-
val Group's commitment to 
strengthening the domestic 
industrial ecosystem and 
supporting the government 
of India’s vision of Aatman-
irbhar Bharat in the defence 
sector, it said.

The Kalvari-class sub-
marines, built under the 
P75 program in collabo-
ration between Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders Limited 

(MDL) and Naval Group, 
represent a major milestone 
in India's submarine capa-
bility and the long-standing 
strategic partnership be-
tween India and France in 
naval defence.

Naval Group is present 
in India through its 100 per 
cent subsidiary Naval Group 
India, it said.

Established in Septem-
ber 2008, Naval Group In-
dia's mission has been to 
support the indigenisation 
of equipment for Scorpene 
submarine, to develop the 
Indian defence ecosystem, 
as well as to develop design 
services in India with tal-
ented Indian engineers, the 
statement said.

New testing facility for maintenance of 
Kalvari-class submarines commissioned at Karwar
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Maintain Hennur Service Road Boulevard 
Properly – Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar

Bengaluru: Additional 
Commissioner (Development) 
Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar vis-
ited and inspected the Outer 
Ring Road service road stretch 
from Ramamurthy Nagar to 
Benniganahalli in the K.R. 
Puram Zone under the 
Bengaluru East City 
Corporation. During the inspec-
tion, the Additional 
Commissioner conducted a com-
prehensive review of the road 
condition, status of footpaths, 
boulevard maintenance, and 
drainage systems, and issued 
necessary directions to the offi-
cials. Inspection of Road 
Potholes and Footpaths

The Additional Commissioner 
directed officials to immediately 
fill potholes identified at several 
locations along the Outer Ring 
Road stretch from Ramamurthy 
Nagar to Benniganahalli. He 
also instructed the officials to 

repair damaged footpaths to 
ensure safe and convenient 
movement for pedestrians.

Boulevard Maintenance
While inspecting the boule-

vard near the Hennur Police 
Station service road, the 
Additional Commissioner 
directed the Horticulture 
Department officials to restore 
the damaged boulevard at the 
earliest.

Drain Desilting Works
Between the Outer Ring Road 

and the service road near 
Hennur Police Station, silt and 
waste had accumulated in the 
drain, obstructing the smooth 
flow of rainwater. The 
Additional Commissioner 
instructed officials to immedi-
ately clear the silt and waste to 
ensure proper drainage.

Inspection of Benniganahalli 
Lake Inlet

The Additional Commissioner 

also inspected the stormwater 
drain inlet connecting to 
Benniganahalli Lake and direct-
ed officials to complete the ongo-
ing work properly and with good 
quality.Inspection of Waste 
Transfer Station

The Dry Waste Transfer 
Station located under the 
Kasturi Nagar flyover was also 
inspected. Officials were 
instructed to ensure proper 
waste collection and transfer 
operations and maintain cleanli-
ness around the facility.

The Additional Commissioner 
stated that the Bengaluru East 
City Corporation is committed 
to improving road infrastruc-
ture, maintaining an efficient 
stormwater drainage system, 
and ensuring cleanliness across 
the city. During the inspection, 
Chief Engineer of K.R. Puram 
Zone Krishnamurthy and other 
officials were present.

New Delhi : Former Prime Minister and 
Rajya Sabha Member H.D. Deve Gowda 
has expressed deep concern over the per-
sistent disruptions in Parliament caused 
by opposition parties, particularly mem-
bers of the Congress. In this regard, he has 
written a letter to Congress Parliamentary 
Party Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi, urg-
ing her to advise party members to exer-
cise restraint and uphold parliamentary 
decorum.

Referring to the ongoing Budget Session 
of Parliament, the former Prime Minister 
conveyed serious anxiety over what he 
described as excessive and disorderly con-
duct by opposition members, especially 
Congress MPs. According to him, members 
have been repeatedly disrupting proceed-
ings by raising slogans inside and outside 
the House, displaying placards, shouting 
specific names, staging protests, and forc-
ing adjournments of the session.

He cautioned that such actions under-
mine the dignity of Parliament and weaken 

the foundational principles of India’s par-
liamentary democracy.

“I Have Spent Nearly 90 Percent of My 
Political Life in the Opposition”

In the letter, H.D. Deve Gowda reflected 
on his 65 years of public life, stating that 
nearly ninety percent of his political career 
had been spent in the opposition. He noted 
that Smt. Sonia Gandhi too has spent a 
significant portion of her political career in 
opposition and would therefore under-
stand the responsibilities that come with 
that role. While opposition parties certain-
ly have the right to express dissent, he 
emphasized that such expressions must 
not violate established rules, traditions, or 
the dignity of Parliament. He remarked 
that the current behaviour of some opposi-
tion members had caused him consider-
able distress. Even while serving in the 
opposition, he said, he had always made 
conscious efforts to uphold parliamentary 
traditions and maintain the dignity of the 
institution.

The former Prime Minister said he had 
expected opposition members, particularly 
those from the Congress, to correct their 
conduct and uphold the sanctity of the par-
liamentary system. However, he observed 
that certain members continued to engage 
in provocative behaviour both inside the 
House and within the Parliament complex, 
thereby obstructing the functioning of 
Parliament. 

Deve Gowda Writes to Sonia Gandhi Expressing 
Concern Over Parliament Disruptions 

Ugadi festival is a new year and is 
celebrated more specially than all 
other festivals : Ramalinga Reddy

Bengaluru: Minister Ramalinga Reddy said that Ugadi 
festival is a new year for Hindus and is celebrated 
more specially than all other festivals.
Speaking after distributing groceries to 3000 people at 
the Ugadi celebration program at IttaMadu of 
Hosakerehalli Ward, he said that It is special to wel-
come the new year with the sprouting of trees and 
plants, which is a symbol of the arrival of spring and 
prosperity.
Congress leader V. Raghunath Naidu said that, KPCC 
President D.K. Shivakumar refused to wear any gar-
lands during sixth year celebrations and gave mes-
sage that the money should be used for poor. This 
motivated us by distributing grocery kits to public 
and helped us to engage in more social work in addi-
tion to the service we were doing.
Padmanabhanagar constituency in-charge Madan 
Patil said. Hosakerehalli Ward President Naveen, 
Congress leader Shilpa Naveen, Hosakerehalli 
Congress leaders and citizens participated in large 
numbers.

Klook Spring Readiness Index: 
Indian travellers turn to Japan 
and South Korea for spring travel
Bengaluru : Klook has released its Spring Readiness 
Index, offering a snapshot of how Indian travellers are 
planning for the spring travel season across Japan 
and South Korea. The Spring Readiness Index is based 
on insights from 900 travellers across nine Asia mar-
kets, Japan remains the top spring destination, with 
78% of respondents naming it as their preferred 
choice, followed by South Korea at 52%.

For Indian 
travellers, 
the main 
draw during 
the March-
April travel 

window is seasonal attractions, reinforcing a broader 
shift toward experience-led travel shaped by natural 
spectacles, cultural moments, and limited-time oppor-
tunities. This is reinforced by Search interest on 
Klook’s platform for spring-related terms such as 
“cherry blossom” and “sakura” rose 57% from 
December 2025 to February 2026, highlighting strong 
momentum for seasonal travel. 

Bengaluru: Sri Sri Sri 
N a n j a v a d h u t a 
Mahaswamiji of 
S p a t i k a p u r i 
Mahasamsthan said, The 
work plan formulated by 
Neo Fresh with the aim of 
making the lives of farm-
ers and workers engaged 
in cottage industries bet-
ter and bringing light into 
their lives is commend-
able. Providing good qual-
ity products to the custom-
ers at reasonable prices is 
equal to serving God,”.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the fifth branch of 
Neo Fresh, a customer-
friendly mega store of 
Smart Quick E-Commerce, 
established with the aim of 
providing quality grocer-
ies, fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles and daily necessities 
to the customers at one 
place, in K.R.Pura, 
Medahalli, he also men-
tioned with appreciation 

that Neo Fresh stores have 
created employment oppor-
tunities for the youth of 
rural areas and helped 
them lead a self-reliant life.
Founder Deepugowda said 
that the fifth supermarket 
is being inaugurated in 
K.R.Pura. Our goal is to 
open more than 30 super-
markets in the urban area. 
He said that supermarkets 
will be inaugurated in 
Thanisandra and 
Kanakapura next month.

Our supermarket is a 
product of the love, trust, 
He said that people are 
coming to Neo Fresh 
because quality products 
are available to the public. 
On this occasion, Deepu 
Gowda, founder of Smart 
Quick, along with Sudeep 
Gowda, Shivu Gowda, 
Udaya Shetty, Kalyan 
Patil, Sethu Kumar and 
Naveen Chandrashekhar, 
Sunil Kumar were pres-
ent.

Sri Sri Sri Nanjavadhuta Mahaswamiji inaugurated the 
customer-friendly Neo Fresh Supermarket in K.R.Pura

Popularly acclaimed 
Spurthi, Vijnana 
Gurukul and
 Vyadi Vaidya
Bengaluru: B. L. R Media 
and The Media Association 
of Karnataka conducted a 
survey through the pro-
gram Janabhipraya on sev-
eral programs aired on 
prestigious cable network 
channels in Karnataka. 
The following are the popu-
larly acclaimed programs 
of the year 2025.The pro-
grams Spurthi: Survivors' 
Stories and Vyadi Vaidya, 
produced by Sri Shankara 
Cancer Hospital and 
Research Center and Aim 
Info Media, are in the first 
and third positions to cre-
ate awareness about can-
cer, while the children's 
competition program 
Science Gurukul, which is 
in the second position, is 
receiving the most public 
recognition and is being 
successfully implemented. 
People are of the opinion 
that such awareness pro-
grams should be imple-
mented more.Senior Congress Leader K.H. Patil’s 101st Birth 

Anniversary Celebrated in Bengaluru

Bengaluru TSIT: The 101st 
birth anniversary of senior 
Congress leader and noted 
cooperative movement pioneer 
K.H. Patil was celebrated with 
great reverence at the Law 
School Auditorium, Grameen 
Bhavan, Jnanabharathi in 
Bengaluru on Monday.
The event was organised by 
the K.H. Patil Memorial Trust 
and K.H. Patil Law School. 
Karnataka State Bioenergy 
Development Board Chairman 
S.E. Sudheendra attended the 
programme as the chief guest 
and also participated in a semi-
nar on “The Role of K.H. Patil 

in Forest Conservation.”
Speaking on the occasion, 

Sudheendra recalled the 
immense contributions of K.H. 
Patil to the cooperative sector, 
agriculture and public life. He 
described Patil as a visionary 
leader who strongly believed 
in the principles of coopera-
tion, value-based politics and 
farmers’ welfare. He highlight-
ed Patil’s role in establishing 
cooperative cotton mills, edi-
ble oil manufacturing units 
and several agro-based indus-
tries aimed at strengthening 
rural livelihoods.

Sudheendra noted that Patil 

played a key role in the estab-
lishment of institutions such 
as the Agro Industries 
Corporation and Forest 
Industries Corporation, 
besides initiating policies like 
the nationalisation of private 
power companies and creating 
a separate department for wild-
life protection. He also intro-
duced mobile soil testing units 
and soil testing laboratories in 
every district to support farm-
ers.Recalling Patil’s political 
journey, Sudheendra said he 
began his career as a bank 
clerk and later rose to become 
the Managing Director of the 

same institution, opening 
more than 22 branches across 
the state. Patil entered public 
life in 1950 as president of a 
cooperative society and later 
entered active politics in 1954. 
He was elected to the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly from 
Gadag constituency in 1967.

K.H. Patil served as Minister 
for Agriculture and Forestry 
in the Devaraj Urs cabinet in 
1972 and later as President of 
the Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee from 
1974–1979 and again from 1983–
1985. He also served as Revenue 
Minister in the Veerendra 
Patil cabinet in 1989 and later 
as Cooperation Minister in the 
Bangarappa government.

The chairman also recalled 
that Patil was instrumental in 
establishing newspapers such 
as Vishal Karnataka and 
Nanda Deepa, besides found-
ing an engineering college at 
Hulikote.

Sudheendra said the life and 
ideals of K.H. Patil continue to 
inspire young leaders and 
urged people to follow his spir-
it of service and dedication to 
public welfare.

Among those present at the 
programme were Council 
Member U.B. Venkatesh, 
Secretary of Forest, Ecology 
and Environment Manoj 
Kumar (IFS), former Chairman 
of the Kannada Development 
Authority Prof. S.G. 
Siddaramaiah, Dr. C.S. Patil 
(Director, KILPAR), Dr. S.V. 
Nadagoudar, Acting Vice 
Chancellor of Rural 
Development and Panchayat 
Raj University, Gadag, and 
Basavaraj Rajm, Assistant 
Registrar of KSLU, Hubballi.

The speakers paid rich trib-
utes to the late leader and said 
his contributions to coopera-
tive development and rural 
progress would continue to 
guide future generations.

19 Achievers from 
Karnataka Selected 

in UPSC 2025–26 
Felicitated

Bengaluru : Agriculture 
Minister N. Cheluvaraya 
Swamy said, In recent years, 
candidates from rural areas 
have been performing well in 
the UPSC and other competitive 
examinations, which is a very 
positive development. More 
encouragement should be given 

to students from rural backgrounds.
He was speaking at a felicitation pro-
gram held at Puttanna Chetty Town 
Hall in the city, where 19 achievers 
from Karnataka who cleared the 
UPSC 2025–26 examination after 
receiving training from India for IAS 
Academy were honoured.

B-complex vitamins 
boost brain power 
beyond B6 and B12

New Delhi, Aug 24: When 
it comes to brain health, 
most people have heard 
about the importance of 
vitamin B6 and B12. But 
science is uncovering a 
bigger picture – the entire 
B-complex group may 
hold the key to keeping 
the brain sharp, ener-
gized, and resilient. From 
thiamine (B1), which 
helps convert glucose into 
brain fuel, to folate (B9), 
vital for DNA repair and 
memory, researchers say 
the eight water-soluble B 
vitamins work together to 
support energy produc-
tion, neurotransmitter 
formation, and cognitive 
health.Well-known neu-
roscientist Dr Robert W 
B Love, who studies 
Alzheimer’s prevention, 
stresses that a steady 
intake of B-complex vita-
mins could even help 
slow down age-related 
cognitive decline. Recent 
clinical trials, including 
VITACOG and FACT, 
show that B-complex 
supplementation may 
slow brain shrinkage 
and improve memory in 
people at risk. Studies 
also highlight benefits 
like improved mood, 
reduced fatigue, and 
enhanced mental energy, 
even for those without 
deficiencies. Among 
them, folate (B9) stands 
out. A large meta-analy-
sis revealed that higher 
folate intake was linked 
to a lower risk of demen-
tia. Other B vitamins 
like niacin (B3) show 
promise in protecting 
brain cells through DNA 
repair and healthy lipid 
production. So how can 
one get these brain-
friendly nutrients.
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Edit

"All for one, and one for all" (Tous pour un, un pour tous), is the motto of the titu-
lar heroes of Alexandre Dumas's The Three Musketeers. Such comradeship is sel-
dom associated with chief-ministerial aspirants in a political party, and least of
all when it comes to Congress. The 'Three Musketeers' of the Congress state unit
in Kerala -  VD Satheesan, Ramesh Chennithala and KC Venugopal - once part of
the Karunakaran faction before drifting apart, have closed ranks to make sure
that they are on the same page going into the election. The unprecedented projec-
tion of unity, nevertheless, cannot mask the individual efforts undertaken by
these leaders to assume the position of Kerala Chief Minister.

SSatheesan In Prime Position
VD Satheesan has a natural edge as the incumbent leader of the opposition (LoP).
Satheesan's performance against Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan - who's battling
a two-term anti-incumbency - has been generally regarded as superior to his pred-
ecessor Ramesh Chennithala's. The very appointment in 2021 of Satheesan as LoP
was controversial, as it was orchestrated by the central leadership overruling the
show of hands of the party legislators. It was necessitated on account of Vijayan
bucking the four-decade trend of alternating governments in the state. As a lone
ranger, Satheesan never had a massive following within the party, and that situa-
tion remains more or less the same today.
Moreover, Satheesan is also hobbled by the opposition to his leadership from
Hindu community outfits such as the Nair Service Society (NSS) and the Sree
Narayana Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Yogam. Back in 2011, when Oommen
Chandy formed the government with a wafer-thin majority, the NSS had over-
ruled Satheesan's name in favour of VS Sivakumar as its Nair nominee in the
Cabinet, and it remains a sore point in his relationship with the NSS. Satheesan
attempted to mend his ties with the NSS in recent times, but that hasn't worked
out. The SNDP Yogam of the Ezhava community has been antagonistic towards
the Congress in general, and its leader, Vellappally Natesan, has been engaged in
a war of words with Satheesan. The Nair and Ezhava communities make up more
than a third of Kerala's population, and Satheesan's weak ties with these commu-
nity outfits make it risky for the Congress to project him as a challenger to
Vijayan. Satheesan himself is acutely aware of it, and he has been on a mission to
get minority communities and the general public to back him instead. As chair-
man of the Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF), Satheesan has taken
ownership of the risky association with the Jamaat-e-Islami, thereby not letting
ally Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) get besmirched by the unholy alliance.
Satheesan's decision to criticise Vellappally Natesan at a recent event of the
Samastha Kerala Jemiyyathul Ulama was another action aimed at endearing him-
self to the supporters of the outfit. Satheesan has also been trying to enlist the
support of various Christian denominations by making his presence felt at church
events, and his gift of the gab and the knowledge of Bible verses have held him in
good stead. But Satheesan still hasn't acquired a huge following within the wider
Christian community - unlike Shashi Tharoor, for instance. Satheesan likens his
outreach to different groups, including Pentecostal churches, to Pinarayi
Vijayan's brand of social engineering. His detractors within Congress claim that
Satheesan has also taken a leaf out of Vijayan's public relations tactics, including
undergoing a hair transplant to cast himself in a new avatar.

A Council on Foreign
Relations survey of US for-
eign policy ranked the 2003
Iraq invasion the worst deci-
sion in American foreign
policy. Key reasons included
ignoring intelligence warn-
ings, sidelining profession-
als, launching the war with-
out a credible endgame, and
decision-making by a small
group bypassing formal
deliberation.
Two decades later, the
United States again finds
itself at war in the Middle
East under circumstances
echoing that earlier episode.
The actors differ, and the
geopolitical context has
changed, yet the pattern of
decision-making shows
familiar weaknesses. Both
conflicts reveal a tendency to
marginalise professional
advice, rely on a small circle
of policymakers, and
announce shifting objec-
tives. The Iran conflict also
reflects the growing influ-
ence of informal advisers
and the diminished role of
institutional review in the
national security system. 

A President Without
Strategy
The starting point is the
President Donald Trump
offered several explanations
in one day for why the
United States entered con-
flict with Iran. At different
moments, the stated objec-
tives ranged from destroying
Iran's nuclear programme,
reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, to preventing
Iranian retaliation against
Israel, and regime change.
Each explanation pointed to
a different strategic objec-
tive. Military campaigns
require clear political goals
because operations derive
their logic from those aims.
When objectives shift, strate-
gic planning becomes diffi-
cult. The decision process

also raised questions. Final
authorisation for strikes
reportedly occurred during
discussions at Mar-a-Lago
rather than through deliber-
ations organised through the
National Security Council.
General Dan Caine, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, warned against escala-
tion, citing risks to
American personnel and
strained weapons stockpiles.
Trump dismissed those
warnings and authorised the
strikes. Presidents weigh
military advice alongside
political considerations.
When decisions occur out-
side the standard intera-
gency process, policy
depends more on individual
judgment than institutional
review.

An Unprepared Defence
Secretary 
Strategic direction from the
President requires transla-
tion into operational plan-
ning at the Pentagon. The
tenure of Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth has raised
questions about that process.
Hegseth entered office with-

out experience managing
large defence institutions or
supervising strategic plan-
ning. He declared that earli-
er strikes had "obliterated"
Iran's nuclear programme,
an assertion later challenged
by independent assessments.
After six American service
members were killed in an
Iranian attack, he accused
journalists of exploiting
their deaths to embarrass
the administration. Before
hostilities began, he abol-
ished the Pentagon office
responsible for tracking
civilian casualties in
American operations.
The Secretary of Defence
serves as the institutional
link between presidential
objectives and military exe-
cution and requires close
coordination with the profes-
sional military.

The Primacy of Informal
'Advvisors'
The weakening of formal
decision channels has elevat-
ed informal advisers. Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner,
whose careers developed in
real estate rather than diplo-

macy or national security,
are leading Trump's Middle
East policy. Less than two
days before the strikes on
Iran, the pair met Iran's
Foreign Minister in Geneva
under Omani mediation.
Participants described the
discussions as substantive,
and further meetings were
expected. The diplomatic
channel ended soon after-
wards, when Trump
expressed dissatisfaction
with the talks and autho-
rised military action.
Recordings obtained by the
Arms Control Association
suggested that Witkoff mis-
understood key technical
aspects of Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme, including the pur-
pose of the Tehran Research
Reactor, a facility originally
supplied by the United States
for medical isotope produc-
tion. After initial setbacks,
Trump blamed the advice
received from Kushner and
Witkoff.
Earlier administrations
relied on institutional
review by diplomats, techni-
cal experts, and intelligence
analysts to identify such

errors before decisions
reached the President.

Professional Advice
Sidelined
Professional assessments
from the intelligence com-
munity and the military that
discouraged the campaign
were ignored. A classified
National Intelligence
Council assessment conclud-
ed that a large-scale war with
Iran would be unlikely to
remove the country's govern-
ment or fundamentally alter
its strategic behaviour.
Members of Congress who
attended classified briefings
later described the adminis-
tration's strategy as confused
and inconsistent. Military
leaders warned about objec-
tive attainment, escalation
risks and the strain on
American resources.
Technical nuclear expertise
also carried limited influ-
ence. Specialists note that
the Tehran Research
Reactor cited in public
debate mainly produces
medical isotopes and does
not indicate a weapons pro-
gramme.

In the maze of Indian parlia-
mentary politics, the All
India Trinamool Congress
(TMC) stands out for adopt-
ing a deliberate strategy. The
party's recent slate of Rajya
Sabha nominees - Supreme
Court advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, top cop Rajeev
Kumar, singer-turned-politi-
cian Babul Supriyo, and
Bengali actress Koel Mallick
- highlights how Mamata
Banerjee leverages the Upper
House. The balance of gender
parity, professional expert-
ise, and outreach to margin-
alised communities signals a
deliberate effort to move
beyond identity politics. The
lateral entry of professionals
who are not career politi-
cians stands out. Beyond her
legal acumen, Menaka
Guruswamy is an advocate
for LGBTQ+ rights. Pushed
to the margin by India's
socio-legal system, LGBTQ+
groups across India, follow-
ing her nomination, have
posted a barrage of welcom-
ing, even effusive, comments
on social media pages, indi-
cating a sense of vicarious
empowerment.
The nomination of former
West Bengal Director
General of Police Rajeev
Kumar signals an effort to
bring administrative and
internal security expertise
into the legislative fold.
While Babul Supriyo brings
to the table - in addition to his
mellifluous voice - adminis-
trative knowledge of being a
central minister, with Koel
Mallick, TMC has continued
the trend of bringing in
prominent women from the
cultural domain to the TMC
arena. In the past, renowned
names from Bengal's film
industry, especially women,
have been involved with the
Trinamool, from Moon Moon
Sen to Nusrat Jahan, Mimi
Chakraborty to Satabdi Roy,
and more. In the 2024 Rajya
Sabha nominations, the
inclusion of journalist

Sagarika Ghose and the
renomination of Sushmita
Dev underscored a focus on
high-profile women's voices.
This is reflected in their
recent Rajya Sabha nomina-
tions as well. The continued
presence of Mohammad
Nadimul Haque (owner of an
Urdu daily) ensures that the
party has members capable
of navigating minority senti-
ments effectively.  Even so, it
is not unusual for state party
loyalists, seeking upward
mobility through the central
legislature, to feel upset
about the presence of 'out-
siders' in the nominee list.
From Yusuf Pathan to Kirti
Azad to Shatrughan Sinha,
all are Trinamool members
in the 18th Lok Sabha.

Bengal's History of
Welcoming 'Outsiders'
Bengal has always had a rich
tradition of enabling 'out-
siders', or non-Bangla speak-
ers, including those making
it to the Lok Sabha. Calcutta's
position as the capital of
British India until 1911
shaped its evolution into a
major trading, industrial,
and political centre. People
from various states migrated
there for livelihood and edu-
cation, and over time, this
movement helped the city
evolve into a natural caul-
dron of cosmopolitan cul-
ture.  For years, even

decades, Darjeeling and
Asansol have elected non-
Bengalis such as Jaswant
Singh, Inderjit Khullar, and
SS Ahluwalia. Even football
star Bhaichung Bhutia, who
lost to Ahluwalia, carried the
outsider tag as he hailed
from neighbouring Sikkim.
Former Union Railways
Minister Dinesh Trivedi, a
Gujarati, won the
Barrackpore seat as a
Trinamool nominee till he
fell out with Mamata
Banerjee to join the BJP, and
disappeared.
Taking a few steps back,
among the stalwarts of the
19th century who played a
pivotal role in shaping the
destiny of free India, the
name of Dr BR Ambedkar
shines like a beacon.
Ambedkar was first elected
to the Constituent Assembly
from Bengal in July 1946,
when an Interim
Government was formed
under Jawaharlal Nehru.
Nehru chose Ambedkar to be
his law minister.
Then, in 1969, a beleaguered
VK Krishna Menon, India's
former defence minister and
a native of Kerala, was elect-
ed to the Lok Sabha as a
Congress candidate from
Medinipur. He was support-
ed by the Communist-con-
trolled United Front, a coali-
tion of Left parties that ruled
West Bengal at that time. In

1971, he shifted his con-
stituency to Trivandrum,
now Thiruvananthapuram.
Jaswant Singh, who had
served as the Union Defence
and External Affairs
Minister in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government,
reached Darjeeling in April
2009. He was escorted by a
then-united Gorkha
Janamukti Morcha (GJM)
leadership. Singh filed his
nomination for the
Darjeeling Lok Sabha con-
stituency, describing it as a
big day in his life. "I feel hum-
ble. Filing the nomination
with the support of the GJM
is a big day for me," Singh
had said after completing the
nomination formalities at
the district magistrate's
office. The crowd shouted:
"Jai Gorkha, Jai Jaswant."
That the Gorkhaland state-
hood issue was never taken
up or debated in the Lok
Sabha is another story. This
despite the fact that the
Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) under the lead-
ership of Subhash Ghisingh
had won the parliamentary
elections from Darjeeling in
1989. With GNLF pacified
with limited autonomy and
unlimited ropeway in terms
of auditing the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC)
accounts, Indrajit Khullar,
the GNLF MP, never raised
the issue. 

Sometimes a casual sensory
experience may trigger
memories that the mind
had tucked deep within.
Writer Julian Barnes has a
term for this – IAM
( I n v o l u n t a r y
A u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l
Memory); memories that
the mind had not saved vol-
untarily, but just tucked
away in some deep recess of
the brain. The trigger to
remember these forgotten
stories can be anything
from a certain smell, taste, a
line in a report or even a
visual of a fast-fading past. 
This columnist came across
two such instances almost
simultaneously. Come
Women’s Day on March 8
and the usual avalanche of
misreporting and media-
created myths about femi-
nists is let loose.
One such instance was a

smirking reference to
assertive and stubborn fem-
inists’ vocal push for equal-
ity. They were, as usual,
labelled as ‘those bra- burn-
ing types.” The second was
an iconic black and white
photograph of a group of
women from Raini village
who participated in the
Chipko movement in
Uttarakhand, hugging for-
est trees they wished to
save from loggers’ axes. 

‘The bra-burning feminists’
This was a much reported
incident from 1968 reported

in various New York
papers. The bare bones of
the story were that a bunch
of feisty feminists took out a
parade to condemn the
beauty pageant culture pop-
ularised by the media and
fashion designers. The
women alleged that fashion
parades that guzzled so
much space in the media
were no more than a pres-
entation of women as eye
candy for men who judged
their rankings on the basis
of their vital statistics on
display in bikinis. Three
women demonstrators
were reported to have been
incensed enough to burn
their bras in a drum near
the Chicago river. The
mainstream media in the
60s and 70s expectedly
smirked and termed such
incendiary feminism as a
passing fad. But the media
image of undergarments
burning in a drum became
a sort of mascot for femi-
nism baiters through the
decades even as beauty pag-
eants first began to wither
and then became almost
irrelevant. As I read the
term ‘bra-burning’, it trig-
gered a whole cascade of
memories. I was in the US a
year after the incident and
by then it had been revealed
that the whole story about
women burning their gar-
ments in public was a man-
made stunt, quite literally.
A male disc jockey and his

architect friend had hired
three women to create a
juicy side story to discredit
what they considered a per-
verse fad of women seeking
attention in the name of lib-
eration and thereby ruin-
ing an annual gala parade
of beauties viewed all over
by millions on telly.  
Chipko movement
Let’s now move to the pho-
tograph of tree huggers
being waved in our faces to
celebrate the dramatic ges-
ture of poor rural women
for saving the forests.
Looking at it, one was
reminded of how the 1975
report commissioned by the
government of India on the
status of women had star-
tled the public with its grim
findings about the socio-
economic and political mar-
ginalisation of Indian
women.
Politically, it meshed well
with an age that was pro-
moting justified dissidence
and debating the centuries-
old colonisation of India in
politics. By the 90s, the
debate had also embraced
larger questions about the
lives of rural women and
how gathering fuel and fod-
der for family cattle and
fetching water from distant
areas had kept them home-
bound, depriving young
girls of education. 
This was when the famous
1991 Chipko movement took
shape in a remote village in

Uttarakhand under the ini-
tial leadership of a gutsy
woman by the name of
Gaura Devi. It started not
with media reports that
hardly reached that poor
area but by real life experi-
ences of men and women in
one of the poorest regions in
Uttarakhand.
Women, who spent most of
their waking hours collect-
ing fuel and fodder from the
forests around were sud-
denly being threatened by
the arrival of bands of log-
gers who wanted to chop
down the trees and sell the
valuable timber. The
women led non-violent ral-
lies and Dharnas under
Devi.
This aging matriarch later
told Chandi Prasad Bhatt, a
male activist who later
joined the movement, that
her determination to stand
up to the powerful lobby of
timber sellers grew out of
the visible decline of their
fields and drying up of
rivers around the area
stretching from Joshimath
to Malari. In March 1974,
when Gaura Devi and her
band of women chased
away the loggers, there
were no photographers
present in the area. Many
famous photographs with
women actually hugging
trees were organised and
captured photographers
who got the women to re-
enact the scene. 
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Qantas Airways has agreed
to pay A$105m (£55m; $74m)
over claims that it should
have issued cash refunds for
cancelled flights during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
The class action lawsuit was
made on behalf of passengers
whose flights were cancelled
by the carrier between 2020
and 2022 and received travel
credits instead of cash.
The settlement is almost
double the amount that
Qantas had expected to pay,
according to its results pub-
lished in February.
The national flag carrier said
on Friday that it has agreed
to pay the sum "with no
admission of liability". The
settlement is subject to court
approval and details of how
customers can claim refunds
will be made soon, said Echo
Law, the legal firm leading
the class action.
The firm had alleged that
Qantas breached its con-
tracts with customers by fail-
ing to provide cash refunds
for cancelled flights in a
timely manner, and instead
offered travel credits.
The airline engaged in "mis-
leading or deceptive con-
duct" over the rights of cus-
tomers over their cancelled
flights in violation of
Australian law, Echo Law
said. By doing so, Qantas
"unlawfully benefited from

customers by holding for
years a very significant
amount of customer funds
that ought to have been
refunded," it added.
Qantas said in its statement
that in 2023 that it had
removed the expiry date on
flight credits issued during
the pandemic so that cus-
tomers could request a cash
refund right away.
The airline told investors in
its half-year report that it
expected to pay A$55m to set-
tle the case.
Echo Law is leading a simi-
lar class action lawsuit
against Australian budget
carrier, Jetstar, over alleged-
ly issuing customers travel
credits that were worth less

than the refunds that cus-
tomers were entitled to.
"By acting in this way,
Jetstar has enjoyed signifi-
cant financial benefits at its
customers' expense," said
Echo Law.
Qantas was fined a record
A$90m in August 2025 for
illegally sacking more than
1,800 ground workers during
the pandemic. The penalty
was the largest ever imposed
by an Australian court for
violations of industrial rela-
tions laws.
At the time, Qantas said it
had agreed to pay the fine
and that the ruling holds it
accountable for actions that
caused "real harm" to its
employees.

NOIDA, India, March 2026
— HCLTech, a leading glob-
al technology company,
today announced the expan-
sion of its strategic collabo-
ration with Google Cloud to
help accelerate enterprise
adoption of Agentic AI.
HCLTech will use Gemini
Enterprise and Gemini mod-
els to build custom AI agents
for global clients, while
strengthening collaboration
and security through Google
Workspace, supporting
their scalable, AI-driven
transformation.
As enterprises scale AI,
HCLTech’s Gemini-enabled
offerings embed AI into sys-
tems, workflows and deci-
sion-making to unlock new
market opportunities, intro-
duce innovative capabilities
and boost operational effi-
ciency. Many of the agents
HCLTech has developed are
already available on the
Google Cloud Marketplace.
This expanded collaboration
formalizes a structured pro-
gram to accelerate clients’
GenAI and Agentic AI adop-
tion, cultivate Google Cloud

champions across HCLTech
and support over 2,000
GenAI-led customer engage-
ments.

Key focus areas include: 
·       Solution Innovation:
Building unique offerings
with Data and AI at its core,
HCLTech’s AI Force plat-
form integrates with
Google’s Gemini family of
models and Gemini Code
Assist to transform software
development and IT opera-
tions. Additional offerings
include Unified Migrations,
including Oracle, SAP and
VMware transformation to
Google Cloud and Security
transformation.
·       Agentic CoE: Growing
its Center of Excellence to
expand industry-specific
agentic solutions.
Advancing Agentic AI solu-
tions, building on offerings
such as Insight for manufac-
turing and Netsight for
telecommunications.
·       Gemini Experience
Zones: Launching Physical
AI innovation hubs at key
global locations.

·       Talent Development:
Expanding its Google Cloud-
certified workforce from
12,000 to over 35,000 within
three years.

“This strategic collabora-
tion reinforces the strength
of our partnership and
shared vision with Google
Cloud to help enterprises
scale AI adoption in align-
ment with their business
objectives,” said Vijay
Guntur, CTO and Head of
Ecosystems at HCLTech.
“We are excited to bring our
joint capabilities to life
across industries, helping
clients unlock new efficien-
cies, insights and growth.”
"HCLTech is bringing
Gemini Enterprise to more
customers through its
industry solutions," said
Kevin Ichhpurani,
President, Global
Ecosystem and Channels at
Google Cloud. "With over
23,000 Google Cloud-trained
experts and deep AI imple-
mentation expertise,
HCLTech is delivering high-
impact, production-ready AI
agents to enterprises today."

Bengaluru March 2026:
Swiggy, India’s pioneering
on-demand convenience plat-
form, and HDFC Bank,
India’s largest private sector
bank, today announced the
expansion of their co-brand-
ed credit card portfolio with
the launch of two new vari-
ants: the Swiggy BLCK
HDFC Bank Credit Card and
the Swiggy Ornge HDFC
Bank Credit Card.
These new cards are
designed to seamlessly inte-
grate into the modern con-
sumer's lifestyle, delivering
exceptional value and maxi-
mizing rewards on high-fre-
quency everyday spending,
from food delivery and quick
commerce to dining out,
lifestyle shopping, and travel.
Existing users of the Swiggy
HDFC Bank Credit Card con-
tinue to enjoy strong cash-
back benefits across Swiggy
and over 30+ leading online
platforms like Cleartrip,
Nykaa, Paytm Travel,
Amazon, Flipkart, and
Myntra. 
A stronger rewards ecosys-
tem

Building on the success of the
inaugural 2023 launch, both
new and existing card mem-
bers will now have access to a
robust suite of elevated travel
and lifestyle benefits. This
includes instant discounts
and additional cashback on
leading partner platforms,
Cleartrip: Flat 19% off + 5%
cashback on hotel bookings;
Flat 6% off + 5% cashback on

flight bookings; and Flat 5%
off + 5% cashback across all
Nykaa apps.
The variants amplify the
cashback earning in the 5%
category across various mer-
chants, along with the
Swiggy cashback.
The Swiggy BLCK HDFC
Bank Credit Card targets
lifestyle spenders with 10%
cashback on Swiggy, up to

5% on leading entertain-
ment, travel, and e-com-
merce platforms, 1% cash-
back on other transactions,
and a complimentary 3-
month Swiggy One BLCK
membership. For frequent
everyday shoppers, the
Swiggy Ornge HDFC Bank
Credit Card delivers 5% cash-
back across Swiggy and a
broad range of essential

online categories from travel
to local cabs, 1% cashback on
other transactions, and a 12-
month Swiggy One member-
ship. On the latest launch,
Phani Kishan Addepalli -
Chief Growth Officer and Co-
Founder, Swiggy Ltd., said,
“The Swiggy HDFC Bank
Credit Card was launched
two years ago to make every-
day spending more reward-
ing and convenient. As con-
sumers spend more across
lifestyle categories, they’re
seeking payment solutions
that deliver meaningful
value. With the launch of the
BLCK and Ornge cards,
we’re making our co-branded
card more accessible and rel-
evant- helping users unlock
greater rewards across the
Swiggy ecosystem, shopping,
travel, and beyond.”
Speaking about the new vari-
ants, Vidya Pradeep, Head –
Credit and Debit Cards
Product and Portfolio, HDFC
Bank said, “This expanded
partnership with Swiggy
reflects our focus on building
differentiated, category-led
propositions. 

Visakhapatnam, March 2026: Bajaj
General Insurance Limited (formerly
known as Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance Company Limited), one of
India’s leading private general insur-
ers, today announced the launch of Eco
Assure for Commercial Vehicles, a new
add-on cover designed to help commer-
cial vehicle owners manage repair costs
more efficiently while ensuring their
vehicles remain operational with mini-
mal disruption. Commercial vehicles
play a critical role in supporting logis-
tics, supply chains and business mobili-
ty across India. However, rising repair
costs, growing maintenance challenges,
and commercial vehicle vulnerabilities,
often make repairs expensive for vehi-
cle owners and operators. Eco Assure
has been developed to address these
challenges by offering wider repair cov-
erage, reliable repair options and
enhanced protection benefits. The add-
on is available in two options: Eco
Assure Essential and Eco Assure
Advantage, giving customers the flexi-
bility to choose a plan that suits their
needs. The key benefits of the Eco
Repair cover are that it helps reduce
repair costs by offering a 100% waiver
on depreciation when reconditioned
parts are used for repairs. In cases
where new parts are opted for repair, it
provides up to 25% depreciation waiv-
er, depending on the plan selected. Eco
Assure – for commercial vehicles, also
eliminates the compulsory deductible
at the time of claim, helping customers
reduce immediate out-of-pocket expens-

es during repairs. The add-on further
includes 100% coverage for paintwork
and inbuilt protection for commonly
damaged components such as lamps,
bumpers, bonnet and side parts, ensur-
ing broader coverage for routine repair
scenarios. To support commercial vehi-
cle owners during accidents or emer-
gencies, Eco Assure provides overturn-
ing cover along with towing benefits.
Eco Assure Essential offers Eco Repair
cover along with towing support. The
plan also includes inbuilt coverage for
consumables expenses, key and lock
replacement, and protection against
rodent damage. Eco Assure Advantage
builds on these benefits, with more
comprehensive extensions. It provides
retrieval assistance for vehicles strand-

ed in inaccessible or difficult locations,
and further enhances protection with a
dedicated cover for electric and hybrid
systems, safeguarding owners against
risks associated with both conventional
and electric/hybrid vehicles.
Additionally, it includes defence cost
cover, offering financial assistance
towards legal expenses when required.
Importantly, all benefits under the add-
on are applicable for repairs carried out
at any workshop, ensuring flexibility
and convenience for policyholders.
Commenting on the launch, Dr. Tapan
Singhel, MD & CEO, Bajaj General
Insurance, said:“Commercial vehicles
are the backbone of everyday India.
They keep goods moving, power last
mile deliveries and enable millions of
people to commute every day through
taxis, cabs and transport services. For
commercial vehicle owners, every day
off the road means lost time, lost income
and added stress. With Eco Assure, we
have introduced a solution that goes
beyond just insurance protection. It
helps make repairs more practical,
more efficient and more sustainable by
enabling the use of refurbished parts
while covering common operational
risks. This can also support quicker
claim resolution, reduce downtime and
help vehicles get back on the road
faster. In turn, it strengthens resilience
for vehicle owners and helps them get
back to business with greater confi-
dence and continuity.” The claims
process under Eco Assure is designed to
be simple and accessible.

Social media giants made
decisions which allowed
more harmful content on
people's feeds, after internal
research into their algo-
rithms showed how outrage
fuelled engagement, whistle-
blowers told the BBC. More
than a dozen whistleblowers
and insiders have laid bare
how the companies took
risks with safety on issues
including violence, sexual
blackmail and terrorism as
they battled for users' atten-
tion. An engineer at Meta,
which owns Facebook and
Instagram, described how he
had been told by senior man-
agement to allow more "bor-
derline" harmful content -
which includes misogyny
and conspiracy theories - in
user's feeds to compete with
TikTok. "They sort of told us
that it's because the stock
price is down," the engineer
said. A TikTok employee
gave the BBC rare access to
the company's internal dash-
boards of user complaints -
as well as other evidence of
how staff had been instruct-
ed to prioritise several cases
involving politicians over a
series of reports of harmful
posts featuring children.
Decisions were being made

to "maintain a strong rela-
tionship" with political fig-
ures to avoid threats of regu-
lation or bans, not because of
the risks to users, the TikTok
staffer said. The whistleblow-
ers who spoke to the BBC
documentary, Inside the
Rage Machine, offer a close-
up view of how the industry
responded following the
explosive growth of TikTok,
whose highly engaging algo-
rithm for recommending
short videos upended social
media, leaving rivals scram-
bling to catch up. A senior
Meta researcher, Matt
Motyl, said the company's
competitor to TikTok,
Instagram Reels, was
launched in 2020 without suf-
ficient safeguards. Internal

research shared with the
BBC showed comments on
Reels had significantly high-
er prevalence of bullying and
harassment, hate speech,
and violence or incitement
than elsewhere on
Instagram. The company
invested in 700 staff to grow
Reels, while safety teams
were refused two specialist
staff to deal with protecting
children and 10 more to help
with the integrity of elec-
tions, another former senior
Meta employee said. Motyl
gave the BBC dozens of what
he described as "high-level
research documents show-
ing all sorts of harms to users
on these platforms". Among
them, was evidence that
shows Facebook was aware

of problems caused by its
algorithm. The algorithm
offered content creators a
"path that maximizes profits
at the expense of their audi-
ence's wellbeing" and the
"current set of financial
incentives our algorithms
create does not appear to be
aligned with our mission" to
bring the world closer
together, according to one
internal study. It said
Facebook can "choose to be
idle and keep feeding users
fast-food, but that only works
for so long". In response to
the whistleblowers' claims,
Meta said: "Any suggestion
that we deliberately amplify
harmful content for financial
gain is wrong." TikTok said
these were "fabricated
claims" and the company
invested in technology that
prevented harmful content
from ever being viewed. The
algorithms are a "black box"
whose internal workings are
difficult to scrutinise, said
Ruofan Ding, who worked
as a machine-learning engi-
neer building TikTok's rec-
ommendation engine from
2020 until 2024. It was hard
to build systems like this
that were completely safe,
he said. 

NNew Delhi: The government
on Monday, March 16,
informed that there are 25,605
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) distributorships in
India (as of March 1, 2026),
including 17,677 in rural
areas, served by 214 LPG bot-
tling plants of Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs). To
improve LPG access in rural
and remote areas, 8,037 dis-
tributorships were commis-
sioned between April 2016
and February 2026, of which
7,444 (93 per cent) serve rural
regions, said Suresh Gopi,
Minister of State Petroleum
and Natural Gas of India,
replying to a question in the
Rajya Sabha. “To enhance
transparency and consumer
empowerment, IVRS/SMS
refill booking has been imple-
mented nationwide, provid-
ing SMS alerts at key stages
such as booking, cash memo
generation, and delivery.
Additionally, OMCs have
introduced the Delivery
Authentication Code (DAC),
sent via SMS and shared with
delivery personnel to ensure
verified delivery,” the minis-
ter added. For ensuring
affordable LPG prices to con-
sumers, the government has
paid a compensation of Rs
22,000 crore to OMCs in FY
2022-23 and has approved

another compensation of Rs
30,000 crore in FY 2025-26,
said Gopi. The minister fur-
ther stated that the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) was launched in
May, 2016 with an objective to
provide deposit free LPG con-
nection to adult women from
poor households across the
country. “As on 01.03.2026,
there were about 10.56 crore
PMUY connections across
the country,” he added. The
retail selling price of a 14.2 kg
domestic LPG cylinder is cur-
rently Rs 913 in Delhi. After a
targeted subsidy of Rs
300/cylinder to PMUY con-
sumers, the government is
providing 14.2 kg LPG cylin-

ders at an effective price of Rs
613 per cylinder (in Delhi) to
all eligible PMUY beneficiar-
ies. India remains self-suffi-
cient in the production of
petrol and diesel and no
imports of the fuels are
required to meet domestic
demand as all refineries
across the country are operat-
ing at high capacity and
maintaining adequate crude
oil inventories, according to
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas. The govern-
ment continues to prioritise
the interests of domestic con-
sumers and ensure uninter-
rupted LPG supply, particu-
larly for households and pri-
ority sectors such as hospi-

tals and educational institu-
tions, the ministry said in a
statement. Commercial LPG
cylinder distribution has
begun in 29 states and Union
Territories, while authorities
have stepped up raids and
surprise inspections across
the country to curb hoarding
and black-marketing amid
heightened pressure on cook-
ing gas supplies, a senior oil
ministry official said on
Saturday, March 14. Sujata
Sharma, Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, said panic
booking continues to rise
despite the fact that there are
enough stocks available to
meet domestic household

requirements of cooking gas
LPG. India, she said, has ade-
quate crude oil inventories,
and domestic refineries are
operating at full capacity,
ensuring sufficient availabili-
ty of petrol and diesel across
the country. “There are no
dry-out reports from any
retail outlets. Our refineries
are operating at full capacity,
and sufficient petrol and
diesel are available. Based on
our requirements, we pro-
duce adequate petrol and
diesel domestically and do
not need to import,” she said.
Sharma said domestic LPG
supply is being prioritised
even as the government con-
tinues to closely monitor the
situation amid the prevailing
geopolitical developments
that hampered energy sup-
plies from the Gulf countries.
India imports 88 per cent of
its crude oil needs, 50 per cent
of its natural gas require-
ment and 60 per cent of its
LPG demand. Before the US
and Israel attacked Iran on
February 28, and Tehran
retaliated by hitting US bases
in neighbouring countries as
well as Israel, more than half
of the crude oil requirement
came from the Middle East
countries, 30 per cent of gas
from the region and 85-90 per
cent of LPG. 
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"De-escalate" is the new buzz
word in a war which still
seems to be escalating.
Western leaders being
ordered by US President
Donald Trump to bring mili-
tary support to America’s
war against Iran are empha-
sising the need to find anoth-
er way out. UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer called
de-escalation the most "sim-
ple and effective" way to com-
bat the cost of living in the
UK. France’s President
Emmanuel Macron said
much the same when the US
commander-in-chief asked
for assistance to escort
tankers through the Strait of
Hormuz. India has managed
to get two gas tankers
through this crucial water-
way through their own diplo-
macy with Tehran and is call-
ing on others to do the same.
But, for now, there mainly
seems to be talks about talks.
In his latest remarks, Trump
said "we're talking to them,"
without giving any details.
He added "I don't think
they're ready. But they are
getting pretty close." Iran’s

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has repeatedly
denied any talks are taking
place and, even more, insists
they’re not asking for them.
But he did tell the Al-Araby
Al-Jadeed news outlet that
countries in the region were
putting forward ideas and
Iran was prepared "to study
any proposals." The foreign
minister of Oman, Badr Al-
Busaidi, the traditional medi-
ator, has again called for
restoring “the political and
diplomatic track” in a post on

X. For now Trump, Araghchi,
and others on their teams
keep talking at each other
through their social media
platforms. The Strait of
Hormuz is the world's busiest
oil shipping channel and
about 20% of the world's oil
passes through it. This
equates to about 3,000 ships
sailing through the strait
every month. In 2025, an aver-
age of about 20 million bar-
rels of oil passed through it
every single day. This means
that Iran's effective closure of

the strait has had a cata-
strophic impact on global
supply chains and energy
prices. The conflict has led to
volatility in global oil prices
and led the International
Energy Agency authorising
its "largest ever" release of 400
million barrels of oil reserves
to offset to loss from the
strait's closure. On Saturday,
US President Trump urged
the UK, along with China,
France, Japan and South
Korea, to send warships to
the region to secure the ship-

ping route from Iranian
attacks. Earlier today, UK PM
Keir Starmer said he has had
discussions with Trump
about a plan to move oil
through the area, but added it
is "not a simple task". Strikes
have continued on Iran today
as the Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) announced it was
launching a "wide-scale"
wave of strikes earlier this
morning in Tehran, Shiraz
and Tabriz. Photos show
smoke and emergency work-
ers looking through the rub-
ble. Qatar says it has inter-
cepted a second wave of mis-
siles from Iran following an
attack earlier this afternoon.
The BBC's chief presenter,
Maryam Moshiri, earlier
reported hearing four explo-
sions following the launch of
Qatari air defences following
this first attack. Qatar's
Ministry of Defence says the
second wave has been inter-
cepted "successfully". Despite
the tightened restrictions on
internet use in Iran that we
reported on earlier, BBC
Verify has seen footage and
photos from Tehran that

have been newly shared on
social media today. One video
shows a large smoke plume
rising above an area of north-
ern Tehran while another
shows people looking on as
smoke issues from a building
which appears to have been
completely destroyed in the
same part of the city. We
haven’t been able to confirm
if they’re the same incident. A
third photo shows a police
building that was heavily
damaged in north-east
Tehran which is still smoul-
dering from a reported strike.
Earlier this morning the
Israel Defense Forces said,
external it had begun “a wide-
scale wave of strikes” in the
cities of Tehran, Shiraz and
Tabriz. It's a relatively slow
morning at the White House,
with many staff members and
journalists opting to stay
home ahead of an expected
storm later today. Among
those who are in their offices
today is Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt, who spoke
to reporters for a few minutes
outside the West Wing earlier
this morning. 

The United Arab Emirates'
(UAE) biggest port and oil
storage facility, Fujairah, and
Dubai's international airport
have come under further
drone attacks as Iran contin-
ues to target Gulf transport
and oil infrastructure. Flights
were temporarily suspended
on Monday after a fire broke
out near the airport after a
"drone-related incident". A
fire also raged after a drone
attack on the strategically
important port and industrial
zone at Fujairah, one of the
largest oil storage facilities in
the region. And a rocket
attack on a car killed a
Palestinian national on the
outskirts of the UAE capital,
Abu Dhabi, the city's Media
Office reported. The attack
occurred in the Al Bahia area,
it said. UAE air defence sys-
tems intercepted six ballistic

missiles and 21 drones on
Monday, the Defence
Ministry said. Iran has
launched over 1,900 missiles
and drones at the UAE since
the war between the US and
Israel, and Iran, began.
Monday's drone strike was
the third incident since the
start of the war near Dubai's
airport, which is the world's
busiest for international pas-

sengers. Some flights were
delayed, while others were
cancelled altogether, in anoth-
er hit to the UAE's image of
safety and stability. The coun-
try's energy sector came under
attack as a drone hit an oil
storage tanker on Saturday,
and another drone hit the oil
facilities on Monday, causing
a fire. Oil loading activities at
the port were halted for a time

while damage assessments
were carried out. UK won't be
drawn into 'wider war' and
will work with allies on Strait
of Hormuz plan, Starmer says
Fujairah sits on the UAE's
eastern coast, on the Gulf of
Oman - rather than the
Persian Gulf - and so vessels
do not need to navigate the
Strait of Hormuz to reach it.
The location means the port
plays a "crucial" role in "help-
ing keep global supplies mov-
ing" when the Strait of
Hormuz is blocked by Iran,
Dubai-based Justin Harper,
editor of CEO Middle East -
who regularly speaks to
Dubai's oil industry execu-
tives - told the BBC. "If ten-
sions with Iran disrupt the
chokepoint, the UAE can still
export oil through Fujairah
via pipelines from the oilfields
in Abu Dhabi," he said.

A French national has been
found guilty of spying on the
military in Azerbaijan and
sentenced to 10 years in a
maximum security prison,
state media report. Martin
Ryan was accused in
December 2023 of spying on
behalf of Paris and collecting
secret information about
Baku's military co-operation
with Turkey and Pakistan. He
was also accused of helping
recruit French-speaking
Azerbaijanis to co-operate
with French intelligence.
Both France and Ryan have
repeatedly denied the spying
allegations. Ryan was put on
trial alongside an Azerbaijani
citizen, Azad Mamedli, who
was sentenced to 12 years for
treason, AFP news agency

reports. France previously
described Ryan's detention as
"arbitrary" and demanded his
immediate release. During
his trial, prosecutors alleged
he had co-operated with
employees of France's securi-
ty services allegedly operat-
ing from the French embassy
in Baku. Prosecutors said

Ryan had gathered informa-
tion about Azerbaijan's rela-
tions with Turkey, Iran and
Pakistan, as well as compa-
nies linked to Russia and
China. Furthermore, Ryan
was accused of recruiting
Mamedli and arranging for
him to meet French intelli-
gence agents, who allegedly

tasked him with recruiting
Azerbaijanis and Russians at
a Moscow university where
he studied. In Ryan's final
statement to the court, he
denied spying and said he had
acted unknowingly. "I consid-
er myself guilty only in that I
should not have established
contacts with some embassy
employees, or that I should
have shared information
about them with the appropri-
ate authorities," Ryan told the
court. "I did not spy. I am not a
spy, and during the court case
I tried to prove this." France
has argued that Ryan was
caught in the cross-fire of
diplomatic tensions, AFP
notes. Relations between the
two countries soured in
recent years.

Kenya's foreign minister
says Russia has agreed to
stop deploying Kenyan
nationals to fight in the war
in Ukraine, after talks in
Moscow. Sitting beside his
Russian counterpart,
Sergei Lavrov, Musalia
Mudavadi said both sides
had agreed that Kenyans
would no longer be recruit-
ed through Russia's defence
ministry. "They will no
longer be eligible to be
enlisted," he said. Lavrov
did not comment on the
deal and insisted that all
foreign fighters had joined
voluntarily ''in full compli-
ance with Russian law''. A
Kenyan intelligence report
in February warned that
more than 1,000 citizens had
been recruited to fight for
Russia in Ukraine. Some
Kenyans have said they
were lured to fight for
Russia with promises of
well-paid civilian jobs, only
to find themselves forced
into fighting in Ukraine,
Mudavadi is also seeking
the repatriation of Kenyans
who wish to return home.
He last month told the BBC
that Kenyan authorities
had closed more than 600
recruitment agencies sus-
pected of duping Kenyans
with promises of jobs over-
seas. Kenyan lawmakers

say rogue state officials
have been working with
human trafficking net-
works to recruit citizens to
fight for Russia in Ukraine.
So far 27 Kenyans who had
been fighting in Russia
have been repatriated, with
authorities providing psy-
chological care to address
their trauma and "de-radi-
calise" them, Mudavadi
said. It is not clear how
many Kenyans have died
fighting for Russian forces,
and Russia has not formally
addressed such reports.
Relatives who have
approached the Russian
embassy in Nairobi for
answers report being
turned away. Public pres-
sure has also grown. In
February, families of
Kenyans believed to be
fighting in Ukraine held a
protest outside parliament
in Nairobi, calling for gov-
ernment action and the
return of their relatives.
During his visit to Moscow,
Mudavadi also intends to
negotiate an agreement
allowing Kenyans easier
access to the Russian job
market. "We do not want for
any reason our partnership
with Russia to be defined
from the lenses of the spe-
cial operation [in Ukraine]
agenda only," he said. 

For Ukraine the financial
frontline is perhaps the
unseen battlefield in the
war with Russia. Keeping
the economy on a level foot-
ing isn't just about today,
but central to the future
that they've spent four
years fighting for. "We
don't want to be just a poor
neighbour [to the EU],"
says Ukraine's Finance
Minister Sergii
Marchenko. "We want to
provide for Europe, some-
thing which they lack," he
explains, in reference to the
military expertise that the
country has reluctantly
gained since February 2022.
Marchenko adds that the
"very painful" experience
his country has gained
could help the rest of the
continent defend itself.
Membership of the EU is a
top priority for Kyiv, so
there is a lot of gratitude for
the bloc's financial support,
which is bringing the two
closer together, and aiming
to give Ukraine the advan-
tage over Russia. A new
90bn ($105bn; £79bn) loan
from the EU will help cover
the shortfall in Ukraine's
budget over the next two
years. It's been approved by
the European Parliament,

and the first payment could
be made in April. That loan
is the biggest share of a
$136.5bn (£101bn) interna-
tional support package,
without which Marchenko
says his country cannot
survive after everything
it's been through. "Our
strong army depends on
our strong economy,
because all of our
resources, which we mobi-
lize internally, we chan-
nel... to defend our nation,"
he says. "We are grateful
for the support of other
nations to help us, but defi-
nitely Ukraine's taxpayers
are doing the best help for
our army." In December
2024, taxes in Ukraine were
increased for the first time
since the war began,
including on personal
incomes, small businesses
and financial institutions.
That's part of the reason
why domestic sources are
expected to bring $67.5bn
into government coffers
this year, a 15% increase
from a year earlier.
However, the government's
budget for 2026 includes
spending plans worth
about $112bn, with about
60% of that going towards
the army. 

A Swedish court has
ordered the detention of the
Russian captain of a ship
suspected of sailing under a
false flag as part of
Moscow's shadow fleet. The
man, who has not been
named, appeared in court
in Ystad after being arrest-
ed on Friday by the
Swedish Prosecution
Authority on suspicion of
using forged documents.
Members of the coast guard
boarded the Sea Owl One in
Swedish waters, where it
was sailing under a

Comoran flag they thought
may have been bogus. The
228m (748ft) tanker is on a
list of vessels sanctioned by
the EU. Moscow has relied
on a network of tankers
with obscure ownership or
insurance to evade Western
sanctions on its oil exports.
The Sea Owl One had been
travelling from Santos in
Brazil to Primorsk on
Russia's Baltic coast when
it was intercepted, and was
known to have transported
oil between Russia and
Brazil in recent years.

The emerging strength of
the far left and far right is
creating awkward choices
for mainstream parties after
the first round of French
mayoral elections. In many
big towns and cities,
Socialists and centre-right
Republicans are tempted to
make electoral pacts on
their outside flanks in order
to beat the opposition in
next Sunday's run-off. But
alliances with the National
Rally (RN) on the far right or

France Unbowed (LFI) on
the far left carry big risks as
well as opportunities. Take
Marseille. There, after
round one, the incumbent
Socialist Mayor, Benoît
Payan, is only a whisker
ahead of RN candidate
Franck Allisio. But two
other candidates have also
qualified for round two,
with lower scores: the
Republicans' Martine
Vassal and the LFI's
Sébastien Delogu.

Far-left and far-right gains
throw French mainstream par-

ties into a quandary

A former member of an elite
police unit has been charged
with the murder of a
whistleblower who testified
at a major police corruption
inquiry in South Africa.
Matipandile Sotheni, 41,
appeared in court accused of
killing Marius van der
Merwe in December last
year. Sotheni is accused of
shooting dead Van der
Merwe in full view of his
family in a case that caused
national outrage. He has not
commented on the charges.
Van der Merwe, identified
only as "Witness D" during
his appearance at the
inquiry, known as the
Madlanga commission, had

implicated police officials in
the torture and murder of a
robbery suspect in his testi-
mony. His testimony was
seen as blowing the lid on
the extent of police corrup-
tion at a local level in South
Africa and led to the suspen-
sion of several of the officers
he had named. The
Madlanga commission was
established by President
Cyril Ramaphosa after a
senior police officer alleged
that organised crime groups
had infiltrated the govern-
ment. This led to the suspen-
sion of South Africa's Police
Minister Senzo Mchunu,
who has denied having any
links to criminal gangs.

Ten killed in fire at India hospital intensive care unit
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Getting a puppy, getting
engaged, saving champi-
onship point and winning a
long-awaited Indian Wells
title – it has been a week
world number one Aryna
Sabalenka will remember
"for the rest of my life". In
the latest chapter of what
has already developed into
an extraordinary rivalry,
Sabalenka put the ghosts of
January's Australian Open
final defeat against Elena
Rybakina to bed with a 3-6
6-3 7-6 (8-6) victory over the
Kazakh. The players
pushed each other to the
limit under the blazing sun
in California until
Sabalenka edged the tie-
break, including saving
championship point with a
thumping backhand win-
ner. After securing victory
with a service winner,
Sabalenka celebrated by
dunking her head in an ice
cooler. "What a week.
Getting a puppy, getting
engaged and winning a title

- I will definitely remember
it for the rest of my life,"
Belarusian Sabalenka said.
"This is truly tennis para-
dise and I'm always happy

to come here. Thank God I
finally got this trophy.
"This is everything, this is
the dream." Sabalenka
opted to take some time

away from competitive
action after suffering
Grand Slam heartbreak at
the start of the year, and
that decision appears to
have paid off. She has put
in some dominant perform-
ances across the past two
weeks and stood up to seri-
ous pressure against an
opponent she tends to
struggle against. The 27-
year-old had lost four of her
previous five meetings
with Rybakina in finals but
dug deep to land her second
trophy of the year. It is not
just against Rybakina that
Sabalenka has struggled,
though, with six of her pre-
vious 10 finals appearances
ending in defeat.
Sabalenka's last two
appearances in finals at
Indian Wells also ended in
defeat - losing to Rybakina
in 2023 and Mirra Andreeva
last year. After losing the
opening set - the first she
had dropped all tourna-
ment - Sabalenka could be

excused for thinking she
was destined for another
defeat, but the four-time
Grand Slam singles cham-
pion showed incredible
character to force her way
back in proceedings.
Sabalenka has been known
for letting her frustration
get in the way, but she
channelled any frustra-
tions in a positive manner
to break twice in succes-
sion and save four break
points before wrapping up
the second set. 
That momentum continued
into the decider and an
early break appeared to be
enough for Sabalenka
when she had the chance to
serve for the match.
However, Rybakina struck
back and then went on to
save five break points of
her own. In a match full of
twists, the conclusion lived
up to the billing, with
Sabalenka holding firm in
a superb tie-break to come
out on top.

Indian cricket team star
batter Abhishek Sharma
gifted Bollywood super-
star Akshay Kumar the
bat that he used during
the T20 World Cup 2026.
Abhishek slammed a bril-
liant 52 off 21 deliveries to
guide his team to a record
win against New Zealand
in the final at the
Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad. During
the India Today Conclave,
the duo shared a stage
and Akshay requested
Abhishek to give his auto-
graph on a bat for him.
However, the cricketer
responded by saying that
he will instead give him a
bat that was used during
the World Cup. Akshay
thanked the cricketer
instantly as they shared a
hug. Earlier, Sanju
Samson praised his open-
ing partner Abhishek
Sharma, describing their
partnership as effortless
and balanced. He high-
lighted their combination
as "fire and fire", with
both taking turns leading
the attack. Samson noted
the natural Kerala-

Punjabi friendship that
underpins their under-
standing. Samson
admired Sharma's bra`ery
and composure, saying he
enjoys both their on-field
and off-field camaraderie.
"We are not ice and fire,
we are fire and fire.
Sometimes he fires, some-
times I do. We have that
kind of combination
going. We have done this
since 2024; we have a
Kerala-Punjabi friend-
ship in the middle.
Everything comes pretty
naturally to us, so we do
not complicate it. He asks
me, 'How is the ball com-
ing?' I tell him that the

ball is coming normally,
and hit it for a six. It is
really simple with him.
Abhishek is very brave
and collected. I love his
character. I really love
the partnership with him
on and off the field,"
Sanju Samson said at the
India Today Conclave.
Samson and Sharma
slammed New Zealand
bowlers all over the park
in the ICC Men's T20
World Cup final, adding
98 runs for the opening
partnership, giving India
a majestic start in the
powerplay. Their bril-
liant start propelled India
to 255 runs in the final.

Sanju Samson's exploits
were a major factor in
fuelling India's recent T20
World Cup triumph.
Speaking on the sidelines
of the BCCI Naman
Awards 2026 in the capital,
Samson likened his per-
formance during India's
march to the title to a
movie and said it was yet
to sink in. "Not yet, I am
still like, actually, when I
get up in the morning I'm
like 'has it really hap-
pened'. So honestly, that's
the feeling," Samson said
when asked about last
Sunday's triumph. He
added, "But I feel that in
the coming years, with the
quality of players we have
in our country, this is
going to be repeated. It's
not going to be, okay, it has
happened once in a while.

The amount of players who
are coming up... definitely
India is going to do this
more and more often."
Samson was named Player
of the Tournament in the
2026 T20 World Cup after a
historic campaign, scoring
321 runs at a strike rate of
nearly 200 in just five
innings to lead India to the
title. During the awards

ceremony, Samson had a
wholesome moment with
KL Rahul. As Samson and
the Indian team were
called upon the stage,
Rahul took the wicketkeep-
er's name. Samson
returned to hug Rahul.
Despite not playing initial-
ly, he delivered 80-plus
scores in the must-win
Super Eights match

against the West Indies,
the semi-final against
England, and the final
against New Zealand.
Samson further said he
had been dreaming of help-
ing India win a World Cup.
"Absolutely, I think you can
only dream where you want
to go, but you can't definite-
ly ride the path towards it.
So my life or my career has
been one of the best exam-
ples. I definitely wanted to
do this a couple of years
ago. "I wanted to win a
World Cup for my country,
but it had its own plan, its
own script. So... more like a
movie. I enjoyed it,"
Samson said. The unassum-
ing star from Kerala has
been toiling for years to
leave an impact on the
game, and the T20 World
Cup was his finest moment. 

New Delhi: Not too far from
the conflict-ridden Gulf
region, there are concerns
around Cyprus hosting the
prestigious Candidates
tournament this month but
chess' world governing
body FIDE has rejected a
possible change of venues,
saying there is nothing
even "remotely dangerous"
to warrant such a move.
The Candidates, 
which will decide the chal-
lenger to the world champi-
onship crowns currently
held by India's D Gukesh
(men) and China's Ju
Wenjun (women), is due to
start on March 28. India's
Koneru Humpy is report-
edly considering with-
drawing from the tourna-
ment due to security con-
cerns. Earlier this month, a
British air base in Cyprus
endured a drone attack,
raising fears that the con-
flict which started with the
American and Israel bomb-
ing of Iran will engulf the
island as well. Cyprus, the
third largest island in the
Mediterranean Sea, is situ-
ated south of Turkey and is
a member of the European
Union. "Our plans have not
changed. We are in the
final stages of preparing

(for) the Candidates
Tournament. Of course, we
are monitoring the situa-
tion. Cyprus is not too far
from, let's say, the war zone
or conflict zone, but at the
same time, it is not directly
involved in any way and is
not in a state of war," FIDE
CEO Emil Sutovsky told
'Chessbase'. 
"There is no emergency
situation or anything like
that. Of course, about 10
days ago there were some
worrying news, but since
then the situation has
appeared quite calm. "But
we are, of course, not just
hoping that nothing will
happen. We are constantly
monitoring the situation
and also staying in contact
with the state authorities
who are assisting us with
everything related to the
tournament," he added. In
the Open section, R
Praggnanandhaa is the
lone Indian in fray, while
World Cup winner Divya
Deshmukh, Humpy and R
Vaishali have qualified
for the women's
Candidates. Sutovsky
expressed faith in the
Cyprus government, say-
ing it is well aware of the
tournament's stature.

Suryakumar Yadav,
Indian cricket team's T20
World Cup-winning cap-
tain, has highlighted his
strong working relation-
ship with coach Gautam
Gambhir. In a podcast
with news agency PTI,
Yadav revealed that the
duo was almost perfectly
aligned when they first
sat down to select the
team after he was handed
the reins and Gambhir
took over as coach. "Out
of 15 names we both sug-
gested, 14 were common.
That means the thinking
was the same. When the
goals are clear, there are
no arguments, only dis-
cussions," he said.
Despite their profession-
al success, Suryakumar
said their personal

dynamic remains
unchanged. "I still call
him 'Gauti bhai'. It is like
a younger brother and
elder brother relation-
ship," he said. Known for
his 360-degree strokeplay,
Suryakumar described
batting in T20 cricket as
largely a reactive sport,
with preparation

accounting for only part
of the process. "I feel bat-
ting is about 70-75 per
cent reaction. The
remaining 25 per cent is
instinct - what you decide
to do in the moment.
Once you enter the
ground, you are almost in
autopilot mode. You try
to bat with rhythm and

according to the situa-
tion," he said. He also
traced the origins of his
unconventional range of
shots to childhood rub-
ber-ball games in
Mumbai, where uneven
boundary sizes forced
him to improvise. While
his audacious strokeplay
is often described as high
risk, Suryakumar said he
tries to stay on the right
side of the fine line sepa-
rating courage from reck-
lessness. "There is a very
thin line between being
courageous and being
reckless. I try to stay on
the courageous side. But
if the situation demands
a high-risk shot, you have
to take it. High rewards
often require high-risk
decisions," he explained.

Igor Tudor delivered a mes-
sage of defiance amid
Tottenham Hotspur's deep-
ening crisis when he told his
players before their visit to
Liverpool: "You can stay
and cry or you can fight".
The smart money was on
more tears after four
straight losses under the
Croatian saw an alarming
drop towards relegation,
along with a loss at Atletico
Madrid in the Champions
League last 16 first leg that
was nothing short of a fias-
co. Tudor came under heavy
criticism, not just for replac-
ing Antonin Kinsky after
only 17 minutes following
two mistakes in the 5-2
defeat, but for blanking the
young keeper as he walked
off. And yet here, against all
odds and without 13 players

because of suspension and
injuries, Spurs stood and
fought every inch of the way
at Anfield to earn a fully
deserved point with a per-
formance that may yet
prove to be of wider signifi-
cance as they fight against
the drop into the
Championship. Will it be
enough to buy Tudor more
time? We shall see. The

sense is he is not out of the
woods yet, but at least Tudor
can have the satisfaction of
demonstrating he can get a
reaction, at least once, from
Spurs players who had pre-
viously looked down and
out. At the heart of it all was
Richarlison, every touch
jeered by Liverpool fans
because of his previous
Everton connections.

Novak Djokovic
has withdrawn
from the Miami
Open with a right

shoulder injury, organizers
said Sunday. The 24-time
Grand Slam champion
reached the fourth round at
Indian Wells this week, but
the six-time Miami champi-
on opted out of the second
leg of the "Sunshine Double"
-- where he fell to Jakub
Mensik in last year's final.
Indian Wells marked 38-
year-old Djokovic's first
tournament since he lost to
Carlos Alcaraz in the
Australian Open final.
He played with a compres-
sion sleeve on his right arm,

telling Tennis Channel he
was dealing with a forearm
injury that was intermittent-
ly affecting his serve. 
"If I don't serve for five or six
minutes then I feel like the
first couple of serves of that
game are a bit painful,"
Djokovic said.Health
Priorities: The right shoul-
der has been a recurring
issue for Djokovic through-
out his career, and the med-
ical team is reportedly focus-
ing on a non-invasive reha-
bilitation program to avoid
any mid-season surgery.
Fan Reaction: Tournament
Director James Blake
expressed his regret,
acknowledging that while

Djokovic’s presence is
always a highlight, the tour-
nament still boasts a deep
field of top-ten talent.

Rise of the Next Generation
in South Florida
With the "Big Three" era
effectively over and
Djokovic sidelined, the
Miami Open will serve as a
critical proving ground for
the ATP’s rising stars.
Carlos Alcaraz enters as the
de facto favorite, looking to
replicate the dominance he
showed during his previous
title run in Florida. Jannik
Sinner, who has been the
most consistent player on
the tour in early 2026, also

stands to benefit from the
open draw, as he seeks his
first Masters 1000 title of the
year. The lack of a dominant
veteran figure has created
one of the most unpre-
dictable Miami draws in
recent memory. Players like
Holger Rune and Ben
Shelton are expected to draw
massive crowds as they
attempt to capitalize on the
vacuum left by the top seed.
For the first time in years,
the tournament is being
marketed as a "new era"
showcase, highlighting the
athletic speed and aggres-
sive baseline play that
defines the younger genera-
tion of tennis professionals.

Kylian Mbappe is back in
Real Madrid's squad for the
second leg against
Manchester City in the
Champions League's round of
16 on Tuesday. The France
striker hasn't played since
Feb. 21 because of a knee prob-
lem. He has missed five
matches in all competitions,
including Madrid's 3-0 win
over City in the first leg last
week. Mbappe was selected in
a 26-man squad announced by
Madrid on Monday. Also
included was England mid-
fielder Jude Bellingham, who
has been sidelined since Feb. 1
because of a thigh injury.
Madrid coach Álvaro Arbeloa
will conduct his pre-match
news conference later
Monday, when he might give
an indication if Mbappe and

Bellingham are healthy
enough to start at Etihad
Stadium. How do you prepare
to overturn a 3-0 deficit to the
mighty Real Madrid in the
Champions League? If you
are Pep Guardiola, you give
your players the day off. “The
players are at home with their
families today. And then

they'll send each other
WhatsApp messages, I imag-
ine, and tomorrow we'll see
each other,” the Manchester
City manager said Monday,
the day before he leads his
team into the second leg of
their round-of-16 matchup
against the record 15-time
European champions.
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Oscars 2026: Javier Bardem says ‘Free
Palestine’ on stage with Priyanka Chopra

ctor Hrithik Roshan,
had once shared his
firm thoughts on the
concept of a few

actors opting to perform
their own stunts, during an
old interview with Lehren
TV. During the interaction,
Hrithik, without mincing
words, spoke about the
risks involved in stunt
sequences and explained
why he believes actors
should firmly rely on
trained professionals
instead of attempting dan-
gerous action themselves.
Speaking about it, Hrithik
said, “I don’t believe in
doing your stunts yourself.
I think it is stupid. It should
be banned.” He added, “The
reason I say that is that it

should not be about an ego
trip. You’re an actor, you’re
creating a magical world, a
fantasy world. And there
are a lot of things that go
into creating that fantasy.
Even your makeup, your
dialogues, your hair, your
clothes, it’s all made to
make the unreal look real.”
“People are specialised in
doing certain specific jobs
to help you create that
entire world bit by bit in
different pieces.” “A stunt-
man’s job is to do stunts. He
comes into that space, does
his job, and creates one
more piece of that big pic-
ture, and then you carry
on. If you have an ego there,
it’s like saying I will write
my own dialogues.

The Oscars are
always a night of
glamour, fashion,

and unforgettable red carpet
moments. Celebrities arrive
in stunning outfits, but every
year, there is one look that
captures everyone’s atten-
tion. At the 2026 Academy
Awards, actress Kate Hudson
created one such moment.
Hudson arrived at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles look-
ing absolutely radiant as she
walked the red carpet. The
actress was nominated for
Best Actress for her role in
the musical drama Song
Sung Blue. While her outfit
was breathtaking, it was her
extraordinary jewellery that

truly stole the spotlight.

Kate Hudson’s Jewellery
Price
Do you know how much the
jewellery Kate Hudson wore
costs? According to reports,
the actress wore rare green
diamond jewellery worth a
staggering 35 million USD,
which is approximately Rs.
318 crore. The centrepiece of
her look was a magnificent
necklace featuring more than
41 carats of rare green dia-
monds, created by luxury
Italian jeweller Garatti. The
statement piece instantly
became one of the most
talked-about accessories of
the night.

After the sensational success of
Gabbar Singh, Power Star Pawan
Kalyan and Cult Captain Harish
Shankar have teamed up once again
for the film Ustaad Bhagat Singh. The
movie is being produced prestigiously
under the banner of Mythri Movie
Makers by Naveen Yerneni and
Yalamanchili Ravi Shankar.
The film stars Raashii Khanna and
Sreeleela as the female leads. Music is
composed by Devi Sri Prasad, while
the background score is handled by S.
Thaman. The songs, teaser, and trailer
released so far have received a tremen-
dous response and created huge expec-
tations for the film. With expectations
soaring high, Ustaad Bhagat Singh is
set to release in theatres on March 19,
coinciding with Ugadi.
In this context, actress Raashii Khanna
recently interacted with the media and
shared several insights about the film.

How is life for you right now? How did
you come on board for this project?
My life is very busy right now. To be
honest, the moment I heard that it was
Pawan Kalyan Garu’s film, I immedi-

ately said yes with great excitement—
even before listening to the story.
Ever since I did my first film, I had
heard a lot about his stardom and the
phenomenon called Pawanism. From
then on, I wished to act with him at
least once. With Ustaad Bhagat Singh,
that dream has come true.

What kind of role aare you playing in
this film?
My character’s name is Shloka. She is
a very modern girl. In this film, every
character has importance, and my role
also has a strong characterization.
I have a mass song in the film. Since I
love dancing, I really enjoyed shooting
for that song.

How was your experience working
with Pawan Kalyan?
Pawan Garu is a very simple person.
He is always seen reading books.
There is an innocence about him that
is hard to explain. On the first day
itself, he asked me, “Did you always
want to become an actress?” I told
him that I actually wanted to become
an IAS officer.

he teaser of
Vishwanath & Sons
starring Suriya has

been released, offering a
glimpse into the world of
Sanjay Vishwanath.
Directed by Venky Atluri
and produced by
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi,
the film promises an emo-
tional and engaging cine-
matic experience.
The teaser introduces
Sanjay Vishwanath, an
international pistol shooter
who continues to chase his
dreams even in his 40s.
Suriya appears in a layered
role, portraying both
fatherly warmth and emo-
tional depth. His stylish
presence and the impactful

dialogues penned by Venky
Atluri bring back shades
reminiscent of his iconic
performances.
Adding freshness to the
narrative is Mamitha
Baiju, who brings vibrant
and charming energy to the
film. The teaser hints at an
unconventional love story
involving a noticeable age
gap. With Venky Atluri’s
sensibility in storytelling,
the film is expected to han-
dle this aspect with depth
and emotional maturity.
The teaser also highlights
the film’s strong technical
craft. G. V. Prakash Kumar
delivers a classy and pow-
erful background score
that elevates the visuals. 

hope ‘Ustaad Bhagat
Singh’ achieves a suc-
cess on the scale of

‘Gabbar Singh’,” says Power
Star Pawan Kalyan
After the sensational success
of Gabbar Singh, Power Star
Pawan Kalyan has teamed
up once again with Cult
Captain Harish Shankar for
the film Ustaad Bhagat
Singh. The film is being pro-
duced on the banner of
Mythri Movie Makers by
Naveen Yerneni and
Yalamanchili Ravi Shankar.
The film stars Sreeleela and
Raashii Khanna as the
female leads. Music is com-
posed by Devi Sri Prasad
while the background score
is by S. Thaman.
The songs, teaser, and trailer
released so far have
impressed audiences and
created huge expectations
for the film. With expecta-
tions touching the sky,
Ustaad Bhagat Singh is all

set to hit theatres on March
19, coinciding with Ugadi,
promising to redefine mass
entertainment.
In this context, the film’s
team held a grand pre-
release event on Sunday
evening at Police Grounds in

Hyderabad, attended by
thousands of enthusiastic
fans.

PPawan Kalyan’s Speech

Speaking at the event,
Pawan Kalyan said:

“Greetings to all the fans
who attended the Ustaad
Bhagat Singh pre-release
event and to those watching
it live. I love cinema deeply.
Cinema is what fed me and
gave me recognition to serve

the people today.
That is why I always wish
my producers to prosper and
my fans—who come with so
much excitement for my
films—to feel happy. I never
focus on how much money a
film collects; I only wish that
the film should be good.
I don’t see it as Telugu cine-
ma or Tamil cinema—I see it
as Indian cinema. It’s a
proud moment that our
Telugu film industry has
reached the level of winning
OscarsFor me, there is only
one hero—Megastar
Chiranjeevi. When I stand
beside him, I forget that I am
a hero myself. I am very
happy that my brother
Chiranjeevi watched the
Ustaad Bhagat Singh trailer
and tweeted about it. My
thanks to Ram Charan as
well for his tweet.
Everyone works together
hoping for a film’s success.
But during that journey we

face many challenges.
Completing a film despite
those difficulties is not easy.
This is the film I have done
with Harish Shankar after
Gabbar Singh. Initially we
planned a different story, but
later it changed. Then the
pandemic happened. In
between, I entered politics
and took on public responsi-
bilities.
Despite all that, without
affecting my duties, we com-
pleted this film in a very
short time—within 40–45
days. I worked only about
five to six hours a day.
Harish planned the schedule
brilliantly. Ustaad Bhagat
Singh gave me the confi-
dence that I can continue
doing films. Mythri Movie
Makers have delivered many
successful films like Pushpa,
Janatha Garage, and
Srimanthudu. Their consis-
tent success comes from
their hard work.

udigali Sudheer’s
‘G.O.A.T’ Gets U/A
Certificate, March 26

Release Confirmed
The upcoming Telugu film
G.O.A.T (Greatest Of All
Times), starring popular
c o m e d i a n - t u r n e d - h e r o
Sudigali Sudheer, has suc-
cessfully completed its
censor formalities and is
gearing up for a world-
wide theatrical release on
March 26.
The film features Divya
Bharathi as the female
lead and is directed by
Vedavyas. It is being pro-
duced by Chandrasekhar
Reddy Mogulla under the
banners of Mahateja
Creations and Jaishnav
Productions. The film is

currently undergoing
post-production work.
According to the makers,
the content released from
the film so far has
received a positive
response from the audi-
ence, and the trailer will
be released soon. The film
has now completed the
censor process and has
been awarded a U/A cer-
tificate by the censor
board.
Speaking about the film,
the producer said that the
movie is being made on a
grand scale without com-
promising on quality. He
added that the film will be
technically strong and is
expected to become a
milestone in Sudigali

Sudheer’s career. “Every
frame of the film has come
out beautifully. Along
with being a complete
commercial entertainer,
the movie also carries a
meaningful message that
will make today’s youth
think,” he said, express-
ing confidence that the
film will entertain audi-
ences of all sections.
Apart from Sudigali
Sudheer and Divya
Bharathi, the film also
features Sarvadaman
Banerjee, Nithin
Prasanna, Brahmaji,
Prithvi Raj, Aadukalam
Naren, Rajendran, Anand
Ramraj, Chammak
Chandra, Pammi Sai and
Naveen Neni in important

roles.
The film’s music is com-
posed by Leon James,
with background score by
Mani Sharma.
Cinematography is han-
dled by Rasool Ellore,
while the editing is done
by Vijay Muktavarapu.
Rajeev Nair serves as the
production designer.
Samaira Reddy N is the
co-producer and Prasoon
Mandava is the creative
producer.
With its blend of commer-
cial elements and a social-
ly relevant message,
G.O.A.T (Greatest Of All
Times) is expected to
entertain audiences when
it hits theatres worldwide
on March 26.

Sudigali Sudheer’s ‘G.O.A.T’ Gets
U/A, Set for March 26 Release

“Ustaad Bhagat Singh is a family film…
everyone will enjoy it… you will see vintage

Power Star”: Actress Raashii Khanna
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