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When Pakistan signed the Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA) with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in September last, its military-controlled regime never
imagined that this agreement would soon become so onerous. Pakistani generals
and politicians had convinced themselves and their public that Saudis would
shower Pakistan with money and, in return, Pakistan would guarantee Saudi
security while expanding its own political and diplomatic influence all over the
Middle East. The way the Pakistanis sold this deal was that it was a recognition of
their military prowess and that it was primarily directed against Israel, which had
carried out an airstrike in Doha just days before Pakistan and Saudis signed the
SMDA. There was some talk of Pakistan giving Saudi Arabia security assistance
against the Houthis and other para-state and state actors.

AAn Unexpected Turn
The Pakistanis, however, never imagined that their 'rent-for-hire' security services
would be requisitioned against Iran. This was because Saudi Arabia and Iran
were steadily improving their relations and putting their bitter rivalry, even
enmity, aside. But Pakistan's too-clever-by-half calculations have caught them in a
bind between the US-Israeli Operation Epic Fury (and Lion's Roar) on one side,
and on the other, Iran's Operation Fatah Khyber. With Iran targeting Saudi
Arabia among other Arab Gulf states that are allies of the US, Pakistan fears being
called upon to fulfil its SMDA obligations towards Saudi Arabia, something it is
reluctant to do because of its larger and long-term repercussions for Pakistan's
own stability and security. Since the beginning of the conflict, questions have been
raised about what role Pakistan would play on the side of the Saudis, especially
since Iran was lobbing missiles and drones at targets in the country. The
Pakistanis claimed that it was their clear warning to Iran not to force their hand,
which, ultimately, made Iran spare Saudi Arabia to some extent. Pakistan's
Foreign Minister postured that Iran was so scared of Pakistan jumping into the
fray to support the Saudis that while it launched multiple attacks on other Gulf
countries - Kuwait, UAE, Oman, Bahrain and Qatar - it avoided targeting the
Saudis. This was sold as a sort of satisfactory military and diplomatic solution for
both Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.

No Time For More War
At a time when Pakistan is battling two full-blown insurgencies in Balochistan
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, waging an undeclared war against the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, contending with widespread civil disturbances with sectarian
overtones after the killing of Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamanei, and trying to
keep the political opposition at bay and manage a broken, bankrupt economy, the
last thing Pakistan wanted would be to get embroiled in a wider Middle Eastern
war, and that too along with Israel and the US against another Muslim country.
The fact that the Arab states, including Saudi Arabia, are reluctant to declare war
or even retaliate against Iran - they have all only tried to defend themselves
against the Iranian missile and drone attacks - has created some space for
Pakistan. After all, if Saudi Arabia was not ready to declare war on Iran, how
could it expect Pakistan to do so on its behalf? The Saudi reluctance was, in part, a
function of their vulnerabilities to Iran targeting their critical assets - refineries,
oil fields, infrastructure. Pakistan, in their view, was better-placed to open a sec-
ond front on Iran's rear. But Pakistani analysts argued that the SMDA pact was for
Saudi Arabia's defence and not for attacking another country. 

The appointment of Mojtaba
Khamenei as Iran's new Supreme
Leader was effectively Iran's slap in
the face to US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who had
insisted that Iran's next leader
should somehow meet their
approval. Delusional? Without a
doubt. The message from Iran was
loud and clear: Iran's leadership will
be decided in Tehran, not in
Washington or Tel Aviv.
For weeks, rhetoric from
Washington suggested that the US
believed it could reshape Iran's polit-
ical future through force. President
Trump had even mused publicly
about influencing who might suc-
ceed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
was assassinated by US-Israeli
forces in the first wave of attacks on
Iran. That illusion collapsed the
moment Iran's clerical establish-
ment closed ranks and elevated
Mojtaba Khamenei to the most pow-
erful position in the Islamic
Republic. In effect, the message from
Tehran was, 'You do not decide
Iran's leadership. We do.'
The sudden emergence of Mojtaba
Khamenei from relative obscurity
has profound geopolitical implica-
tions, not just in the Middle East but
across the world. His appointment
marks a hardening moment for Iran
and perhaps for the wider Middle
East.

The First Signal From Tehran
There are reports that the new
Supreme Leader was injured in the
attacks that killed his father, along
with several members of his family,
including his wife, mother and sis-
ter. He has yet to make a public
appearance. That absence prompted
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to mock him publicly (at
a press conference yesterday) and
even hint at possible action against
him, similar to what happened to his
father.
But on Thursday, Iranian state tele-
vision broadcast a statement attrib-
uted to Mojtaba Khamenei. It was
read out by a presenter rather than
delivered by him personally.
Whether this was due to security
concerns or injuries sustained dur-
ing the attacks remains unclear.

But the message itself left little room
for doubt. Iran, he said, would
avenge the blood of its martyrs. And
the country would continue to use
the "lever" of blocking the Strait of
Hormuz. That single phrase imme-
diately captured the attention of
governments and markets around
the world. Roughly a fifth of the
world's oil supply passes through
the narrow waterway that is the
Strait of Hormuz. By invoking the
possibility of closing it, Mojtaba
Khamenei was delivering a stark
strategic reminder: Iran may be
under attack, but it still holds pow-
erful levers capable of imposing
immense economic costs on its
adversaries.

The Long Memory of War
Mojtaba Khamenei belongs to a gen-
eration shaped by conflict and siege.
Born in 1969, he grew up in the after-
math of Iran's 1979 revolution and
came of age during the brutal Iran-
Iraq war. That war remains etched
deeply in Iran's collective political
psyche. The conflict lasted eight
years and claimed hundreds of thou-
sands of lives. It was also fought
with the open support of Western
powers for Saddam Hussein's Iraq.
For Iran's leadership, the lesson
from that period was clear: in
moments of existential crisis, the

country must rely primarily on its
own resilience. This historical mem-
ory explains much of Iran's world-
view today. Iranian leaders often
interpret external pressure not as
limited tactical manoeuvring but as
part of a broader attempt to disman-
tle the Islamic Republic.  The assas-
sination of Ali Khamenei has rein-
forced that perception dramatically.
If the US and Israel believed the
killing of Iran's Supreme Leader
would weaken the regime or open
the door to internal collapse, the
early signs suggest they were highly
mistaken and perhaps poorly
advised by their intel-heavy advis-
ers. Instead, it has strengthened the
narrative of resistance - even 'mar-
tyrdom' - that has sustained the
Islamic Republic for decades. The
Hardening Of Tehran's Stance

The elevation of Mojtaba
Khamenei suggests that Iran's lead-
ership is preparing for a long-term
confrontation, a fight to the end, if
you like. Unlike reformist figures
who occasionally emerged in Iran's
political system, Mojtaba is widely
viewed as closely aligned with the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps,
perhaps the most important organi-
sation in Iran today. The
Revolutionary Guard has long advo-
cated a strategy of resistance and

deterrence against external pres-
sure. It emphasises asymmetric
warfare, proxy alliances and eco-
nomic leverage.
Mojtaba's first statement already
reflects this thinking. The reference
to the Strait of Hormuz signals that
Iran intends to remind the world of
the strategic costs of continued
attacks. Broadly speaking, the new
Supreme Leader is unlikely to grant
Trump the easy exit that some of his
policymakers are quietly hoping for.
In Iran's political culture, the assas-
sination of a supreme leader
demands a response, a do-or-die
response. Backing down quickly
would risk undermining Mojtaba's
legitimacy at home and weakening
his authority among the hardline
institutions that underpin the
regime. For that reason, Iran under
his leadership is most likely to pur-
sue a calibrated strategy of retalia-
tion - not necessarily a direct con-
ventional war with its adversaries,
but a series of actions designed to
impose pressure and demonstrate
resilience. Therefore, under him,
the so-called axis of resistance, such
as the Houthis, Hezbollah and
Hamas, will continue to get Iran's
material and personnel support 

The End oof Illusions
The appointment of Mojtaba
Khamenei, therefore, marks more
than a succession within Iran's
political hierarchy. It symbolises
the beginning of a potentially more
dangerous phase in the confronta-
tion between Tehran, Washington
and Tel Aviv.
We all know that external force
rarely produces the political out-
comes that its architects imagine.
Instead, it often strengthens the
very forces it sought to weaken. In
Tehran today, the rise of Mojtaba
Khamenei embodies precisely that
dynamic. A leader - a hardliner -
thrust into power by crisis, hard-
ened by war, and now determined
to demonstrate that Iran will not
bend under pressure. The only way
out would have been to surrender
or go for a ceasefire. But under
Mojtaba Khamenei, this is unthink-
able. Instead, Iran is likely to make
its retaliation harder and more
painful. 

On March 11, the 12th day of the war
between the United States, Israel, and
Iran, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) released a list.
Distributed via Telegram by the IRGC-
affiliated Tasnim News Agency, it
named Google, Microsoft, Amazon,
Nvidia, IBM, Oracle, and Palantir -
together with their specific regional
offices, data centres, and research
facilities, as legitimate targets. The
IRGC-linked Khatam al-Anbiya
Headquarters, Iran's unified military
command, framed the announcement
in language that should concern every
government and technology executive
on earth: "As the scope of the regional
war expands to infrastructure war, the
scope of Iran's legitimate targets
expands." The declaration was not
rhetoric. It came 10 days after Iranian
drone strikes had already hit three
Amazon Web Services facilities across
the Gulf - two data centres in the
United Arab Emirates struck directly,
a third in Bahrain damaged by a near-
by explosion. AWS confirmed structur-
al damage, disrupted power systems,
and fire suppression activity that
caused additional water damage. Two
of three availability zones in the UAE
region went offline. Emirates NBD,
First Abu Dhabi Bank, Abu Dhabi
Commercial Bank, the payments firm
Hubpay, and the ride-sharing platform
Careem all reported significant service
disruptions. Iran stated explicitly that
the facilities were targeted because
AWS hosts United States military
workloads. The Uptime Institute
described it as the first confirmed
kinetic strike on a hyperscale cloud
provider in history. The March 11 tar-
geting list was precise: Google's Dubai
office, its Qatar cloud centre, Nvidia's
largest R&D facility in Haifa, IBM's AI
research centre in Be'er Sheva,
Palantir's Abu Dhabi collaboration
hub and Tel Aviv office, Oracle's
Jerusalem and Abu Dhabi offices, and
additional Amazon facilities in Tel
Aviv and Haifa. Iran justified each tar-
get on the grounds that these compa-
nies supply technology with direct mil-
itary applications to the United States
and Israeli armed forces, a charge that

is, in several cases, a documented fact.
All six companies named have
Pentagon contracts. NVIDIA, IBM,
Microsoft, Google, Oracle, and Palantir
all have documented ties to Israeli gov-
ernment and military programmes.
The list is not arbitrary. It is strategic.
The destruction of economic infra-
structure has proceeded in parallel.
Iranian drones struck near Dubai
International Airport on 11 March,
wounding four people. The world's
busiest airport continued operating,
but the insurance, diplomatic, and
logistical consequences were severe.
Iran has effectively closed the Strait of
Hormuz, through which a fifth of glob-
al daily oil supply passes. At least four-
teen vessels have been struck since the
war began; seven mariners have been
killed. A Thai cargo ship, the Mayuree
Naree, was set ablaze in the strait, with
three crew members still missing after
twenty were rescued by the Omani
navy. The United States destroyed 16
Iranian minelayers near the Strait, but
Brent crude has already risen 20%
since February 28, pushing up fuel
prices and rattling financial markets
worldwide.  The cyberspace dimension
has been equally destructive. Israel
launched what analysts described as
the largest cyberattack in history
against Iran on February 28, reducing
internet connectivity to between 1%
and 4% of normal. Tasnim itself was
briefly hacked to display anti-govern-
ment messages. Iran's retaliatory
cyber operations targeted Gulf states,
Jordan, Cyprus, and the United States,
with over 600 attack claims logged
within days. The GPS and automatic
identification systems of more than
1,100 vessels were disrupted by coordi-
nated electronic warfare. A cyberat-
tack targeted Israeli railways, broad-
casting evacuation warnings inside
stations. The boundaries between
kinetic, electronic, and cyber warfare
have ceased to exist as meaningful dis-
tinctions. This transformation has
exposed the fundamental inadequacy
of existing international law. The
Geneva Conventions, last substantial-
ly updated in 1977, were designed for a
world of standing armies and physical

battlefields. They offer no meaningful
guidance on dual-use digital infra-
structure, AI in lethal decision-mak-
ing, or accountability for autonomous
and semi-autonomous strikes. The
ICRC has repeatedly and urgently
called for new legal instruments. A UN
Group of Governmental Experts on
Lethal Autonomous Weapons has
deliberated since 2014. There remains
no binding treaty, no enforcement
mechanism, no shared red lines. The
legal architecture of war has not kept
pace with its technological architec-
ture by a margin of decades. The legal
vacuum has direct consequences
extending far beyond the battlefield.
Standard insurance policies do not
cover losses incurred through military
action, meaning the AWS strikes - and
any prospective strikes on Google,
Nvidia, Microsoft, Oracle, IBM, and
Palantir facilities - will be borne entire-
ly by the companies themselves. The
Gulf states have attracted hundreds of
billions in Western technology invest-
ment premised on stability. OpenAI's
ten-square-mile Stargate AI campus in
the UAE, backed by Oracle, Nvidia,
and Cisco, now sits in a region where
Iran has demonstrated both the will
and capability to strike commercial
technology infrastructure at will.
Microsoft's reported fifteen-billion-dol-
lar UAE investment faces an equally
uncertain horizon. Infrastructure war-
fare is not a regional problem. Its con-
sequences are global. There is a fur-
ther, underappreciated dimension that
international debate has barely begun
to address: the epistemic failure built
into AI-assisted targeting. Systems
trained on historical conflict data
encode biases about who constitutes a
combatant. Deployed at machine speed
in densely populated environments,
misidentification is not an edge case, it
is a structural feature. The United
States military is already investigating
how a Tomahawk missile struck an
Iranian girls school in error. The prin-
ciple of distinction, that combatants
must be differentiated from civilians,
was designed for a human-paced battle-
field. Algorithmic war does not pause
for deliberation. 

The crash of a US Air
Force KC-135 tanker air-
craft over Iraq marks a
grim new milestone in the
escalating war with Iran.
It appears to have been a
catastrophic mid-air colli-
sion during one of several
hundred refuelling mis-
sions that are taking place
daily in Gulf airspace in
support of the war.
Images of the surviving
aircraft, its tail section
virtually shorn off, tell a
story of a high-altitude
nightmare. While the
Pentagon is adamant this
wasn't the result of enemy
or friendly fire, the inci-
dent highlights the inher-
ent, hair-raising risks of
air-to-air refuelling. It is a
testament to the crews
involved that this com-
plex dance in the sky has
become a routine, indis-
pensable pillar of modern
air power. But there is a
separate, deep, difficult
takeaway from the crash

for India. The US was
immediate and upfront in
acknowledging the loss
and the circumstances -
just as it was in acknowl-
edging the loss of three F-
15 Strike Eagle jets in a
bizarre friendly-fire inci-
dent earlier this month
over Kuwait. <
The United States mili-
tary is far from tradition-
ally transparent. It practi-
cally invented informa-
tion warfare and
mindgames. But even
with a temperamental
President at the helm who
obsesses with loss statis-
tics as a taunt, America's
full-frontal transparency
on battlefield losses
reflects the behaviour of a
confident, self-assured
military power. They
understand that high-
tempo operations carry
the risk of losing both
hardware and humans.
They budget for it. They
account for it. And they

feel no embarrassment in
noting it. Contrast that
with the silence following
Operation Sindoor.
Months later, the alleged
loss of aircraft on both
sides remains mired
largely in gossip and
claims. No formal state-
ments, other than quips in
speeches. No clear
acknowledgements or
numbers. And this when
India cannot be compared
to Pakistan in terms of
credibility or stature. As a
student of war, this is
troubling. India is a
nation that has fought
wars for eighty years.
Transparency doesn't just
establish honesty; it
denies the adversary the
space to peddle the exag-
gerated claims we fre-
quently see from Pakistan
or China, where military
losses erode state power.
By being upfront about
aircraft losses, the United
States has denied Iran the

opportunity to fake num-
bers, restricting Iranian
information attacks to
'how' the aircraft were
shot down, an ambiguity
that melts into a larger fog
of war. In the current war,
two weeks in, the US is
nowhere near meeting its
objectives. Its outcomes
are all over the place. On
the contrary, in Operation
Sindoor, India achieved
its specific goals in just 88
hours. If there was ever a
moment to shed the hesi-
tation of owning losses of
aircraft or equipment, if
any, and show the world
the maturity of our
warfighting calculus, it
was then. The US has
shown this fortnight that
it can get many things
horribly wrong in combat
and be bogged down in a
poorly planned war opera-
tion. But in terms of mes-
saging by the military,
there is a ready playbook
for India to learn from.

editorial
MOJTABA'S FIRST MESSAGE MAKES IT CLEAR:
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Opposition MPs move to seek CEC Gyanesh Kumar’s removal

New Delhi, Mar 12 (TSIT): 
Opposition parties have collected 
signatures from Members of 
Parliament to submit a notice 
seeking the removal of Chief 
Election Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, alleging “partisan and 
discriminatory conduct in 
office”, according to reports.

Sources told news agency PTI 
that the notice is expected to be 
submitted in both the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha within the 
next one or two days. A senior 
MP familiar with the develop-
ment said the process of collect-
ing signatures has already been 
completed and the notice could be 
submitted on Thursday. Another 
opposition leader indicated that 
the submission may take place 
either on Thursday or Friday in 
both Houses.

According to sources, around 
120 MPs have signed the notice 

intended for submission in the 
Lok Sabha, while nearly 60 MPs 
have signed the notice meant for 
the Rajya Sabha. Under parlia-
mentary rules, at least 100 MPs 
are required to sign a notice seek-
ing the removal of the CEC in the 
Lok Sabha, while a minimum of 
50 signatures are needed in the 
Rajya Sabha.

The notice reportedly lists 
seven charges against Gyanesh 

Kumar, including allegations 
of “partisan and discriminato-
ry conduct in office”, “deliber-
ate obstruction of investigation 
of electoral fraud”, and “mass 
disenfranchisement”, among 
other accusations.Sources said 
the notice has been signed by 
MPs belonging to parties in the 
INDIA bloc. Members of the 
Aam Aadmi Party, which is no 
longer formally part of the alli-

ance, have also signed the 
notice.If submitted, this would 
be the first time a notice has 
been moved seeking the remov-
al of a Chief Election 
Commissioner.Opposition par-
ties have repeatedly accused 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party of benefiting from the 
Election Commission’s deci-
sions. 

The allegations have been 
linked in particular to the 
ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) exercise, which 
opposition leaders claim could 
favour the ruling party.
Concerns have also been raised 
regarding the conduct of the 
exercise in West Bengal, where 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee has accused the 
Election Commission of remov-
ing genuine voters from elec-
toral rolls. 

The notice reportedly lists 
seven charges against Gyanesh 
Kumar, including allegations of 
“partisan and discriminatory 
conduct in office”, “deliberate 
obstruction of investigation of 
electoral fraud”, and “mass 
disenfranchisement”, among 
other accusations

ED attaches properties 
worth Rs 35 crore in 
bank fraud case

Short Takes

New Delhi (TSIT): The 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
has provisionally attached two 
immovable properties valued 
at Rs 35.05 crore in connection 
with an alleged bank fraud 
case involving BNR Infra and 
Leasing and Elite Infra 
Projects Pvt Ltd.According to 
the ED’s Hyderabad Zonal 
Office, the attachment was car-
ried out under the provisions 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002. The 
seized assets include a land 
parcel and a residential flat 
linked to Beereddy Narasimha 
Reddy and Anil Beniprasad 
Aggarwal.The money launder-
ing investigation was initiated 
based on two FIRs registered 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation units in Chennai 
and Hyderabad.

4 teenagers killed in 
Jharkhand accident
Chatra, Mar 13 (TSIT): 
Traffic in Chatra district came 
to a standstill for more than 16 
hours after villagers blocked a 
highway, demanding compen-
sation and action following a 
tragic accident that claimed 
the lives of four teenage boys.
The accident occurred late 
Thursday evening at 
Chiraiyatand under the juris-
diction of Piparwar police sta-
tion. A speeding Scorpio SUV 
allegedly collided with a 
motorcycle carrying four 
minors. Three of the boys—
Vikas Kumar (15), Manjit 
Mahto (14), and Pratap Kumar 
(15)—died on the spot. The 
fourth, Son Kumar (15), suc-
cumbed to his injuries while 
being transported to the 
Rajendra Institute of Medical 
Sciences.

Lanka Repatriates 
Bodies of 84 Iranian 
Sailors Killed 
in US Strike

Colombo: Sri Lanka has 
repatriated the bodies of 
84 Iranian sailors killed 
in a US attack on the war-
ship IRIS Dena on March 
4. A special flight depart-
ed from Mattala 
International Airport on 
Friday. The ship was 
struck by a US submarine 
torpedo off Sri Lanka's 
coast. A total of 87 bodies 
were recovered; 32 sailors 
were rescued.

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy appealed to citizens, 
intellectuals, and stakeholders 
to support the Musi River reju-
venation initiative, stating that 
the programme is aimed at pro-
tecting Hyderabad’s heritage, 
environment, and future devel-
opment.

Speaking at the “MUSI 
INVITES” programme in 
Hyderabad, the Chief Minister 
said that some individuals are 
deliberately spreading half-
truths and incomplete infor-
mation that are creating 
unnecessary anxiety among 
the public. He clarified that the 
government believes in using 
authority as a guardian for 
people’s welfare, not as a tool to 
dominate citizens.The Chief 
Minister explained that human 
civilization historically devel-
oped around rivers and empha-
sized that Hyderabad cannot 
afford to lag behind while cities 

across the world are moving 
ahead with modern riverfront 
development projects. He said 
the government has consulted 
experts and intellectuals from 
various fields to design a com-
prehensive plan for Musi reju-
venation.Recalling history, he 
pointed out that the devastat-
ing 1908 floods of the Musi 
River had submerged large 
parts of Hyderabad. Following 
that disaster, the Nizam admin-
istration consulted renowned 

engineer Mokshagundam 
Visvesvaraya and constructed 
the Himayat Sagar and Osman 
Sagar reservoirs to control 
floods and supply drinking 
water to the city. These reser-
voirs have protected 
Hyderabad and served its resi-
dents for over a century.

“Hyderabad is a city with a 
great legacy. We cannot allow 
such a historic city to deterio-
rate,” he said, urging critics to 
provide constructive sugges-
tions rather than obstruct devel-
opment.The Chief Minister 
noted that the Musi River, which 
originates in Rangareddy dis-
trict, becomes heavily polluted 
by the time it reaches Hyderabad 
due to human activities. He 
stressed that reviving the river 
is essential not only for environ-
mental restoration but also for 
preserving the city’s history and 
culture.He also highlighted the 
historical importance of Bapu 
Ghat, where the ashes of 

Mahatma Gandhi were 
immersed at the confluence of 
the Musi and Esi rivers. 
However, he lamented that the 
area has not been developed into 
a major tourist attraction due to 
neglect and pollution.

Revanth Reddy clarified that 
the Musi rejuvenation project 
is not intended to harm anyone 
or seize properties, but to cre-
ate better infrastructure, 
employment opportunities, 
tourism development, and a 
vibrant night-time economy 
for Hyderabad. He also assured 
that families living in the Musi 
catchment area would be pro-
vided with proper rehabilita-
tion, housing, schools, and 
employment opportunities.

The Chief Minister said that 
the government has complete 
details of displaced families 
and is holding discussions 
with civil society groups to pro-
vide housing and improved liv-
ing conditions for them.

Rejecting allegations that 
the project is linked to real-
estate interests, he stated that 
if government initiatives lead 
to tourism development and 
economic growth, it ultimately 
benefits the state and its peo-
ple.He concluded by urging all 
sections of society to cooperate 
in completing the Musi rejuve-
nation project, saying that pro-
tecting nature and reviving 
the river will strengthen 
Telangana’s growth and 
secure a better future for com-
ing generations.

CM Revanth seeks public support 
for Musi rejuvenation project

Speaking at the “MUSI 
INVITES” programme in 
Hyderabad, the Chief 
Minister said that some 
individuals are deliber-
ately spreading half-
truths and incomplete 
information that are cre-
ating unnecessary anxi-
ety among the public.

KTR seeks probe 
into contracts linked 

to Telangana CM

Hyderabad (TSIT): Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) working president K.T. 
Rama Rao has demanded a probe by the 
Central agencies into the alleged irregu-
lar allocation of government contracts to 
KLSR Infratech Private Limited, a com-
pany, which he says is linked to Telangana 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy as a bena-
mi entity. In a letter to Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Friday, he raised 
serious concerns over the deteriorating 
law and order situation in Telangana.

In his letter, KTR alleged that during the 
investigation of cases related to KLSR 
Infratech, the state government tampered 
with evidence under the directions of the 
Chief Minister.He termed it extremely unfor-
tunate that government officials informed 
the High Court that crucial evidence collect-
ed in the case had gone missing.

KTR stated that this incident reflects 
the alarming decline of law and order in 
the state and the pressure being exerted 
on investigative agencies. He alleged that 
the Chief Minister misused his authority 
and pressured officials to destroy evi-
dence in order to protect his benami 
company. He urged the Government of 
India to ensure a thorough and impartial 
investigation into the financial irregu-
larities, allocation of contracts, and pos-
sible money laundering linked to KLSR 
Infratech.He requested that central 
investigative agencies such as the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 
Enforcement Directorate (ED), and 
Serious Fraud Investigation Office 
(SFIO) conduct a comprehensive probe 
into the matter.

UN chief urges Hezbollah-Israel ceasefire 
amid severe economic toll on Lebanon

Beirut, March 13 (TSIT) : 
UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on 
Friday called for a cease-
fire between Hezbollah 
and Israel and restore 
Lebanon's sovereignty and 
stability.Following a meet-
ing with Lebanese 
President Joseph Aoun in 
Beirut, Guterres said he 
was visiting "as a friend of 
the Lebanese people in full 
solidarity".

" U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
Lebanon was dragged into 
a war that is not a war that 
its people would be willing 
to have," Guterres was 
quoted as saying in a state-
ment released by the UN 
Information Centre while 
expressing hope that his 
next visit would be to "a 

Lebanon in peace," where 
the State has the sole con-
trol of the use of force and 
its territorial integrity is 
fully respected, Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

"This is no longer the 
time of armed groups. 
This is the time of strong 
states," he added.

For his part, Aoun said 
over 800,000 people have 
been displaced by the con-
flict, stressing the need to 
address their situation 

and thanking the UN for 
its support. Aoun called 
for an end to Israeli attacks 
and voiced hope for stron-
ger international support 
during what he described 
as a critical phase.

Meanwhile, a Lebanese 
economic official, citing 
data from professional 
syndicates and economic 
associations, said Friday 
that Lebanon's commer-
cial production fell 50 per 
cent, with non-essential 
goods sales dropping 60-80 
per cent. The industrial 
and agricultural produc-
tion also contracted by 
about 50 percent and 40 
percent respectively, 
affected by the shutdown 
of production units across 
the country.

India’s suffering is our 
suffering too: Iran envoy

New Delhi, March 13 : Iran’s 
Ambassador to India, Dr. 
Mohammad Fathali, on Friday 
emphasised the strong ties 
between New Delhi and 
Tehran, saying that both coun-
tries share common interests 
and values and should contin-
ue supporting each other to 
overcome challenges.Speaking 

to media persons, the envoy 
said that the people of India 
and Iran share a sense of soli-
darity, which strengthens 
bilateral cooperation.

"The suffering of the people of 
India is our suffering and vice 
versa. And for this reason, the 
government of India helps us. 
And we should help the govern-
ment of India because we have 
common faith and common 
interests," he said.He added that 
as Iran’s Ambassador in India, 
he believes in strengthening 
mutual understanding and coop-
eration between the two nations. 
Fathali also highlighted the 
ongoing diplomatic engagement 
between the two countries, not-
ing that senior officials from 
Iran and India had recently held 
discussions to address issues of 
mutual concern. "

Govt urges consumers to avoid panic buying 

as petrol, diesel, LPG supply is normal

New Delhi (TSIT): The 
Centre on Friday advised 
consumers to avoid panic 
buying of petrol, diesel, 
and LPG as adequate 
stocks are available 
across the country. No 
cases of fuel dry-outs have 
been reported at any of 
the 1 lakh retail outlets by 
the Oil Marketing 
Companies. Adequate 
stocks of petrol and diesel 
are available, and sup-
plies are being main-
tained regularly, a senior 
Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Ministry official said.

The official underlined 
that India currently has a 
refining capacity of around 
258 MMTPA and is the 
fourth largest refining hub 
in the world. The country is 

self-sufficient in the produc-
tion of petrol and diesel, and 
no imports of petrol and die-
sel are required to meet 
domestic demand. All refin-
eries are currently operat-
ing at high levels, including 
some of them even above 
100 per cent capacity. All 
Indian refineries are also 
currently maintaining ade-
quate crude oil inventories, 
and supplies are being con-
tinuously received through 
diversified import sources 
and shipping routes.

Chennai (TSIT) ISRO success-
fully conducted a sea-level hot 
test of its Cryogenic Engine 
(CE20) at 22-tonne thrust using 
the Nozzle Protection System 
(NPS) and a multi-element 
igniter on March 10, 2026, at the 
ISRO Propulsion Complex, 
Mahendragiri.

Earlier, the sea level tests 
utilizing the nozzle protection 
system NPS were being carried 
out at a 19-tonne thrust level.

The CE20 cryogenic engine 
powers the upper cryogenic 
stage of the LVM3 launch vehi-
cle. In order to enhance the 
payload capability of the LVM3 
vehicle, future missions of 
LVM3 are planned to be oper-
ated with an uprated C32 stage 
with 22 tonne thrust for the 
CE20 engine.

Accordingly, the flight accep-
tance test of the CE20 engine 
was also conducted at the 
22-tonne thrust level. The pres-
ent test successfully qualified 
the engine’s sea-level opera-
tion, with a test duration of 165 
seconds at 22-tonne thrust 
using the NPS. The perfor-
mance of both the engine and 
the test facility met expecta-
tions throughout the test.

Testing the CE20 engine at 
sea level poses considerable 
challenges due to its high area 
ratio nozzle, which has an exit 
pressure of approximately 50 
mbar. Main concerns during 
testing at sea-level include flow 
separation inside the nozzle, 
which leads to severe vibra-
tions & thermal problems at 
the flow separation plane, lead-
ing to possible mechanical 

damage of the nozzle.
The Cryogenic engine uti-

lized for this test has under-
gone a record maximum num-
ber of hot tests (20 No.s) suc-
cessfully, that has enabled the 
demonstration of several key 
technologies using a single 
engine such as engine ignition 
using multi element igniter, 
ignition margin demonstration 
for Gaganyaan over a wide 
range of propellants tank pres-
sure and pre-ignition chamber 
pressure, engine qualification 
for Gaganyaan at 20 tonne 
thrust level, demonstration & 
qualification of 22tonne thrust 
level operation, boot-strap 
mode starting of CE20 engine 
without start-up system for 
enabling re-start in flight, 
indigenous turbopumps bear-
ings qualification, indigenous 
sensor qualification and Nozzle 
Protection System qualifica-
tion for high area ratio nozzle 
hot test at sea level.

ISRO conducts successful 
sea-level hot test of CE20 cryogenic 
engine at 22-Tonne thrust
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Warangal, 13th March 2026:
Royal Challenge has
launched Irish Trail, its
newest whiskey blend, with
an immersive bar experi-
ence that brought authentic
Irish pub culture to life in
India. The evening took
guests on a journey through
a carefully curated venue
Cock and Bull, Madhapur,
Hyderabad- celebrating the
spirit of camaraderie, con-
nection, and music that
defines the Irish pub experi-
ence. Royal Challenge Irish
Trail is an exquisite blend
that combines Irish Grain,
Malt, and Pot Still Whiskey,
skilfully harmonized with
select Indian Malt. The
result is a refreshingly
smooth whiskey that deliv-
ers creamy sweetness with
delicate vanilla undertones
and subtle hints of matured

oak, finishing with an excep-
tionally sweet and smooth
profile that's perfectly acces-
sible for contemporary con-
sumers. The launch experi-
ence showcased .
Irish Trail through multiple
touchpoints — from interac-
tive showcase zones and
branded pub games to live
Irish singalong performanc-
es and curated cocktails. The
evening culminated in the
official unveiling, where
guests witnessed the launch
moment and experienced an
array of cocktails like: Irish
Coffee, Irish Old Maid, Irish
Buck, Irish Sour, Pickled
Trail, which highlighted the
blend's versatility and
smooth profile. Elaborating
on the launch, Ruchira
Jaitly, Chief Marketing
Officer, Diageo India, said:
“Today’s consumers are

increasingly seeking distinc-
tive, globally inspired experi-
ences when it comes to their
choice of spirits. They value
offerings that combine
authenticity, smoothness,
and a sense of discovery
while reflecting evolving
trends in the whiskey catego-
ry. Royal Challenge Irish
Trail brings this to life
through an exquisite blend of
Irish Grain, Malt, and Pot
Still whiskeys, skilfully har-
monized with select Indian
Malt, delivering a refreshing-
ly smooth whiskey designed
for contemporary tastes.
Created for the globally
exposed, digitally connected
consumer, it fits seamlessly
into social occasions—
whether at pubs, bars, or
gatherings, bringing a fresh
and approachable whiskey
experience to the category.” 

Hyderabad: 

Hyderabad: 13th March 2026 –

March 2026: As online
scams like digital arrests,
impersonation fraud and
AI voice cloning evolve
into direct threats
against the security of
Indian households,
Truecaller, the leading
global communications
platform, is shifting the
narrative from simple
identification to proac-
tive family immunity
with the launch of Family
Protection in India. This
follows its successful roll-
out in several global mar-
kets, including Sweden,
Chile, Malaysia and
Kenya. Truecaller’s
Family Protection is a
sophisticated digital
shield, designed to pro-
tect the entire household,
especially elders, from
the rapidly evolving land-
scape of predatory scams.
Every family has a tech-
aware individual or CTO
(chief technology officer)
who manages the digital
well-being of their par-
ents, elders and children.
Family Protection gives
the CTO real-time fraud
alerts and a remote call
hang-up feature, allowing
them to end suspicious

calls for any member of
the group instantly. It
also includes shared
block lists, customizable
security levels and a
dashboard to monitor
device safety settings,
ensuring seamless pro-
tection across both
Android and iOS devices.
Importantly, Family
Protection is free to use,
allowing people to begin
safeguarding their family
members immediately.
“Just knowing who is
calling is no longer
enough. Today, the real
question is whether the
call is safe to answer,”
said Rishit
Jhunjhunwala, CEO,
Truecaller. “As scams
become more sophisticat-
ed and emotionally

manipulative, protection
needs to move beyond the
individual to the entire
household. With Family
Protection in India, we’re
empowering the most dig-
itally aware member of
the family to act as a safe-
ty anchor, helping ensure
that everyone in their cir-
cle benefits from the
same level of trusted com-
munication”. While
Family Protection is free,
if the CTO/admin opts for
the Premium Family Plan
subscription, they gain
access to a broader suite
of advanced safety fea-
tures designed to deliver
comprehensive protec-
tion for every member of
the group. Crucially, the
system is built on a foun-
dation of "safety without

surveillance." While the
family benefits from a
shared security umbrella,
individual privacy
remains absolute.
Members cannot see each
other’s call logs, mes-
sages, or personal data,
ensuring that protection
does not come at the cost
of personal boundaries.
As India continues its
rapid digital transforma-
tion, the risks associated
with mobile communica-
tion have evolved from
mere nuisances to seri-
ous financial and emo-
tional threats. By transi-
tioning from individual-
centric security to a
household-wide protec-
tion model, Truecaller is
reinforcing its commit-
ment to making commu-
nication safe for every-
one, everywhere. Family
Protection is a necessary
evolution in the fight
against modern digital
fraud, placing the power
of advanced AI defense in
the hands of the family’s
most trusted protector.
For more information
about Family Protection,
please read the detailed
FAQs.

Kurnool, 13 th March, 2026:
Aakash Educational
Services Limited (AESL) 15
students from Kurnool have
demonstrated exemplary
performance during the
JEE Main 2026 (Session 1)
and given testimony to the
continued success of their
academic program through-
out their region. According
to the National Testing
Agency (NTA) results
released 16 Feb, In JEE
Main 2026, 15 students from
Aakash Institute, Kurnool
delivered an excellent per-
formance. Kamble Koushik
has emerged as the Kurnool
City Topper in JEE Main
2026 with 99.80 percentile.
Other high scorers from the
city include Ananya
Swarna Chaya M (99.59 per-
centile), Hothur Sai
Sumanth Reddy (99.206 per-
centile), Hima Vamsi
Muppa (98.54 percentile),
Swetha Nethula (97.93 per-
centile), Annem Venkata
Mourya Vardhan Reddy
(97.88 percentile), Kanekal
Mohammad Tanveer (97.61
percentile), Kasireddy
Abhinay Reddy (97.14 per-

centile), Shrikar Reddy B
(97.12 percentile),
Rangareddygari Santhosh
Reddy (96.24 percentile),
Namala Sanketh (96.15 per-
centile), Bangarapu Neeraj
Kumar Yadav (95.92 per-
centile), Dudekula Saif
Afrid (95.75 percentile), SK
Parvez Vali (95.46 per-
centile), and
Paramaiahgari Akshith
Reddy (95.01 percentile).
Commenting on the stu-
dents’ accomplishments,
Mr. Dheeraj Kumar Misra,
Chief of Academics &
Business Head, Aakash
Educational Services
Limited said: “The excep-
tional results of our stu-

dents from Kurnool is a tes-
tament to their commit-
ment to academics, as well
as the strength of the
Aakash educational ecosys-
tem. We are so proud of
their hard work and con-
gratulate them on their
accomplishments. We wish
them continued success in
their future endeavours.”
Many of the students also
commented that by self-dis-
cipline, consistent practice,
rigorous training, timely
mentoring and regular
assessment helped many of
these students achieve suc-
cess. Through their struc-
tured curriculum, the guid-
ance from a qualified

instructor and the regular
opportunity to take a simu-
lated test, they maintained
focus on their studies, iden-
tified weaknesses sooner,
and increased their per-
formance steadily. JEE
Main, which has two oppor-
tunities during the year to
take the test, allows students
to improve on their previous
results and is the means
through which students can
be admitted into NITs, IIITs
and other institutes support-
ed by the Government, as
well as qualify to take JEE
Advanced, which is the
entrance test to Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs).

NNew Delhi, March 13, 2026:
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(Maruti Suzuki) announces
the momentous 3 million
sales milestone for the
Maruti Suzuki Dzire, India’s
highest-selling car in calen-
dar year 2025*1. The Dzire’s
sleek and sophisticated
authentic sedan design lan-
guage finds strong customer
acceptance, making it
India’s highest-selling
sedan*2. Crafted for individ-
uals who thrive on success,
the Dzire is a marker of suc-
cess amongst its young cus-
tomer demographic who
aspire for the finer things in
life. With its class-leading
features, progressive design,
welcoming interiors and
robust safety, the Dzire
impresses customers seek-
ing a refined and sophisticat-
ed sedan.
Commenting on the momen-
tous occasion, Mr. Partho
Banerjee, Senior Executive
Officer, Marketing & Sales,
Maruti Suzuki India
Limited, said, “I would like
to express my heartfelt grati-
tude towards all 3 million
Dzire customers on this
incredible milestone. The
fourth-generation Dzire has
well and truly reignited the
sedan segment with its
refined and sophisticated
appeal, ensuring it finds
strong preference among

young first-time buyers, this
demographic in fact repre-
sents nearly 50% of cus-
tomers. A wide range of com-
fort and convenience fea-
tures alongside 5-star safety
ratings ensure the Dzire
caters to every preference of
today’s evolving customers.”
First introduced in 2008, the
Dzire nameplate has evolved
over four generations of the
iconic sedan; launched as
the ‘Heart Car’, the Dzire
introduced high-end fea-
tures into its segment with
dual-front airbags, climate

control, Anti-Lock Braking
System (ABS), etc. The sec-
ond-generation Maruti
Suzuki Dzire introduced the
AGS automatic transmis-
sion to further elevate the
indulgent nature of the
sedan along with its inviting
dual-tone interiors. The
third-generation Dzire built
on the indulgence of its pred-
ecessor with the new Z+
variants featuring LED pro-
jector headlamps, SmartPlay
infotainment system, preci-
sion-cut two-tone alloy
wheels and more. The

fourth-generation Dazzling
new Dzire is powered by the
all-new spirited yet efficient
Z-Series engine and a range
of new-age features to rede-
fine customer experiences.
The Dzire today finds strong
customer preference cour-
tesy of class-leading features
that include an electric sun-
roof, 360 view camera with
HD resolution, 22.86 cm (9”)
SmartPlay Pro+ with wire-
less Android Auto™ and
Apple CarPlay?#, Next Gen
Suzuki Connect with
Smartwatch connectivity,

Alexa Skill 5 and more. 15+
top-of-the-line safety fea-
tures, including 6 airbags,
Electronic Stability
Program*6 (ESP?) with Hill
Hold Assist, Anti-Lock
Braking System (ABS) with
Electronic Brakeforce
Distribution (EBD) and
Brake Assist, ISOFIX child
seat anchorages, etc. ensure
complete occupant safety
along with the Dzire’s 5-star
safety rating from multiple
testing agencies including
Bharat NCAP and Global
NCAP.

AAKASH INSTITUTE KURNOOL EXCELS IN JEE MAIN 2026:

Warangal, 13th March 2026:

Hyderabad: 

Hyderabad: 13th March 2026 –
Vaave, a Hyderabad-based
alumni platform founded in
2011, today has announced its
rebrand as Hoopstr, reflecting
its evolution from an alumni
management platform into a
broader ecosystem that acti-
vates alumni networks to sup-
port lifelong learning and
career advancement Used by
over 1200+ institutions world-
wide, Hoopstr enables educa-
tional institutions to engage
alumni through mentorship,
networking, and collabora-
tive learning. Hoopstr will
empower educational institu-
tions to bridge the gap
between classroom learning
and real-world experience.
The company raised their
first major external funding
6.6 Cr from Aditya Vuchi
VCMint & Raj Narayanam,
Founder & Executive
Chairman of Zaggle via RAN
Ventures.  The company is
also looking to raise Pre-
Series A investment in future
to build the ecosystem offer-
ings. The company is expect-
ing 80-100% growth year on
year. With a Current Team

size of 80 People the company
has onboarded 1200+ institu-
tions, with 4.9 Million Alumni
across 28 Countries. Hoopstr
is looking forward to expand-
ing and capturing 2500 top
institutions in India in the
next 18 months. The compa-
ny, Hoopstr, endeavours to
activate the alumni networks
of institutions to generate
10000 internships and lever-
age these networks to provide
scholarships worth Rs. 100
Crores for students over the

next 3 years, working closely
with 30 select institutions. In
today's fast-changing world,
careers are fluid, and indus-
tries evolve rapidly—yet real-
world insights often fail to
enrich ongoing education.
Hoopstr changes that by posi-
tioning alumni as active con-
tributors. These profession-
als, drawing from their lived
experiences in careers, entre-
preneurship, and leadership,
share knowledge that keeps
learning relevant, dynamic,

and connected to everyday
realities. What emerges is a
powerful cycle: alumni fuel
education, while institutions
nurture lifelong growth.
Hoopstr brings together over
4.9 million alumni from part-
ner institutions across 28
countries, creating one of the
largest active alumni ecosys-
tems focused on career
growth, mentorship, and
knowledge exchange.
Through networking, men-
torship, events, and career

opportunities, the platform
enables institutions to trans-
form alumni communities
into powerful engines of guid-
ance, opportunity, and life-
long connection. Institutions
can implement Hoopstr's
three pillars—Awakening
Motion, Reinforcing the
System, and Sustaining
Progression—through target-
ed strategies that leverage dig-
ital tools, events, and feedback
loops to activate alumni
ecosystems. According to Mr
Paresh Masade, Founder &
CEO of Vaave, "Education
shouldn't end at graduation,
nor should alumni ties fade to
occasional events. We built
Hoopstr to create a living loop
where real-world experiences
flow back into learning com-
munities. When alumni share
their journeys, we all grow
together—stronger, more rel-
evant, and ready for what's
next. Hoopstr is looking for-
ward to expanding and cap-
turing 2500 top institutions in
India (from the current 1200)
in the next 18 months. We are
targeting an 80-100% growth
year on year.” 

March 2026: 

Kurnool, 13 th March, 2026:

New Delhi, March 13, 2026:

RUPEE HITS FRESH INTRA-DAY LOW 
OF 92.44 AGAINST US DOLLAR

MUMBAI: The rupee hit 
a fresh all-time intra-day 
low of 92.44 against the US 
dollar on Friday, down 19 
paise from its previous 
close, as rising global 
crude oil prices amid the 
raging West Asia conflict 
kept international mar-
kets on the edge.A stron-
ger greenback, heavy FII 

outflows and sustained 
selling in the domestic 

equity markets further 
weighed on the rupee, 
according to forex traders.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the local unit 
opened at 92.33 and kept 
losing ground to hit a fresh 
intra-day low of 92.44 
against the US dollar, 
down 19 paise from its pre-
vious close.
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Tamil Nadu 

Over 100 fall ill after suspected food 
poisoning at wedding feast in Jharkhand

CM Stalin inaugurates first unit of super 
critical thermal power plant in TN

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin 
on Friday inaugurated 
first unit of 2x660 MW 
Super Critical Thermal 
Power plant established at 
an outlay of Rs 13,077 crore 
in Tuticorin district. The 
plant established by Tamil 
Nadu Power Generation 
Corporation Ltd is 6 per 
cent more efficient than 
the conventional thermal 
power plants and reduces 
fuel costs, besides allow-
ing a quicker start-up time 
for power generation.

Through a video confer-
ence facility from the 
Secretariat here, Stalin 
inaugurated Unit 1 of the 
project built at Udangudi 
in Tuticorin. To meet the 
increasing power demand 
of the state and provide 
electricity to industrial 
units, the government has 

been taking all necessary 
steps on a war footing, an 
official release said on 
Friday.

As a result of the initia-
tives, Tamil Nadu has 
emerged as a leader in the 
energy sector, the release 
said, adding by enhancing 
production of thermal, gas 
and renewable sources, 
the state’s energy infra-
structure has been 
strengthened.

A unique feature of the 
project is that it is the first 
such facility with a dedi-
cated offshore captive 
port. Coal is transported 
from a terminal located 
9km into the sea via 
enclosed conveyor belts, 
reducing transportation 
costs and ensuring an 
environmentally friendly 
fuel supply, it said.

The power generated 

from this facility would be 
integrated into the grid 
through a 400 kV Gas 
Insulated Substation. The 
project would increase the 
state’s self-generation 
capacity and reduce the 
need to purchase power 
from the open market. The 
Chief Minister also inau-
gurated 11 road projects 
completed by the state 
highways department in 
Salem, Namakkal, 
C o i m b a t o r e , 
T i r u v a n n a m a l a i , 
Tiruppur and Tiruvarur 
districts at a total cost of 
Rs 1,843.85 crore.

Some of the major 
projects  launched 
include the upgradation 
of the Omalur-Sankagiri-
T i r u c h e n g o d e -
Paramathi Road into a 
four-lane at Rs 985.18 
crore spanning 36 km.

Under the Chief 
Minister’s Road 
Development Schemes, 
widening and improve-
ment of a 9.15 km stretch 
was taken up at Rs 59.15 
crore, the release said.

In Coimbatore district, 
Stalin unveiled the 
Coimbatore Western Ring 
Road built at Rs 250 crore, 
a four-lane highway span-
ning 11.8 km.

In Tiruppur, he 
launched the 13.49 km 
Palani-Dharapuram road 
that has been widened into 
four lanes costing Rs 87.69 
crore, the release added.

Later, Stalin also inau-
gurated and took part in 
the foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony of Municipal 
Administration and Water 
Supply projects worth Rs 
265.66 crore, the govern-
ment said.

Palamu, Mar 13: More than 100 villagers 
reportedly fell ill after a suspected food 
poisoning incident at a wedding feast in 
Bohita village of the Palamu district, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The incident occurred in Bohita village 
under the Satbarwa block, triggering panic 
among residents. In response, the district 
administration set up a temporary medical 
camp at the village school to treat the 
affected individuals.

According to officials, around 10 people 
are in critical condition and have been 
referred to Medininagar Medical College 
and Hospital and the Community Health 
Centre Lesliganj for advanced treatment.

Local residents said Harishankar 
Chandravanshi had hosted a community 
feast on Wednesday evening ahead of the 
wedding of his son, Lavkush Sharma. The 
menu reportedly included puris, vegeta-
bles and boondi. Within hours of eating the 
food, several villagers began experiencing 
symptoms such as vomiting, diarrhoea, 
dizziness and severe stomach pain. By 
Thursday morning, cases of illness were 

reported from multiple households across 
the village.A resident, Sudeshwar Singh, 
said many people felt sudden weakness and 
dizziness while heading to the fields in the 
morning, and the number of affected villag-
ers quickly crossed 100.

As the number of patients surged, the 
health department converted a primary 
school in Pokharpar Tola into a temporary 
treatment centre. Due to limited beds, 
many patients were treated with saline 
while lying on mats placed along the school 
veranda.

The civil surgeon of Palamu, Dr Anil 
Kumar Srivastava, visited the village with 
a team of health officials to supervise the 
response. He directed that critically ill 
patients be shifted immediately to nearby 
hospitals while others receive treatment at 
the temporary camp.

Authorities have deployed four ambu-
lances in the area to handle emergencies. 
Officials said the incident appears to be a 
case of food poisoning, but the exact cause 
will only be confirmed after laboratory test-
ing of food samples. 

CHENNAI: As the whole 
country is in the grip of 
LPG shortage, a hotel bill 
from Chennai was posted 
on social media showing 
an additional charge of Rs 
9.52 under the head ‘gas’. 
However, when DT Next 
approached the establish-
ment and bought food, 
there was no such added 
amount, and the hotel staff 
claimed the bill in ques-
tion was fake.According to 

the bill dated March 12, 
2026, that was posted 
online, the customer had 
one idli and one vada at 
Geeras Restaurant on 
MGR Salai in Perungudi, 

each costing Rs 33.33. In 
addition, there was anoth-
er component on the bill: 
Gas – Rs 9.52. After adding 
the State and central GST, 
the total bill worked out to 
a round Rs 80. The bill 
quickly went viral on 
social media, with many 
popular handles sharing it 
with their own comments. 
Some justified the addi-
tional charge while others 
criticised it. 

No, this Chennai restaurant is not 
charging extra for LPG

Sasikala launches All 
India Puratchi 
Thalaivar Makkal 
Munnetra Kazhagam
CHENNAI: V.K. Sasikala, 
the former interim general 
secretary of the AIADMK 
and close confident of late 
CM J Jayalalithaa, has 
announced the formation of 
a new political party named 
All India Puratchi Thalaivar 
Makkal Munnetra 
Kazhagam. Addressing the 
media at her Poes Garden 
residence in Chennai, 
Sasikala unveiled the party’s 
name and flag, confirming 
that it will contest the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions under the “Coconut 
Grove” symbol, which she 
described as representing 
unity.The party flag had ear-
lier been introduced by 
Sasikala at a public meeting 
i n  K a m u t h i , 
Ramanathapuram, on 
February 24.Speaking to 
reporters, Sasikala 
expressed confidence in the 
party’s political future, stat-
ing that she believes the 
people will extend their sup-
port. She also indicated that 
her party would hold talks 
with like-minded political 
groups to forge an alliance 
ahead of the elections.When 
asked whether her new 
party could defeat the 
AIADMK or the DMK, 
Sasikala did not offer a direct 
response, instead asserting 
that the people are the ulti-
mate decision-makers.In 
response to another query—
on whether the divergent 
political paths taken by her 
and O. Panneerselvam 
would benefit Edappadi K. 
Palaniswami—Sasikala said 
the results of the coming 
elections would provide the 
answer.

BJP will take control of AIADMK after 
elections, says DyCM Udhayanidhi

CHENNAI: Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin on Friday said the 
BJP would eventually take complete con-
trol of AIADMK after the upcoming 
assembly elections. Bihar, where he 
claimed the BJP had gradually consoli-

dated control over the state’s political 
landscape. Referring to veteran leader 
Nitish Kumar, he said, “Nitish Kumar, 
who served as Chief Minister of Bihar 
ten times, has now been sent to the 
Rajya Sabha. 
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US President Donald Trump
has been speaking to Fox
News, in an interview that
aired on Friday. Here are the
key lines: On when the war
with Iran might end: When
asked when he will know the
war is over, Trump replies:
"When I feel it, okay? I feel it
in my bones" On Iran's new
supreme leader: "I think he's
damaged, but I think he's
probably alive in some
form," Trump says of
Mojtaba Khamenei, who is
yet to be seen in public On
the Strait of Hormuz: The US
would escort oil tankers
through the Strait "if we
need to", but "hopefully
things are going to go very
well. We'll see what hap-
pens", Trump says On dam-
aging Iran: He says over the
next week "we're going to be
hitting them very hard". He
adds: "We've already dam-
aged them so badly it would
take years for them to ever
rebuild" On Gulf allies:
Trump says the "unity is
tremendous", and he has
spoken to most of them
today. They're "doing a very

good job in protecting them-
selves", he adds  With world
leaders - including Zelensky
and Macron - warning that
the US's easing of sanctions
on Russian oil "does not help
peace", the BBC has been
speaking to experts warning
that Russia stands to make
huge financial gains. For
Russia The move is "a seri-
ous bailout" for Putin's
regime, says Benjamin
Hilgenstock, head of macro-
economic research and strat-
egy at the Kyiv School of

Economics. He estimates
that Russian oil exports
could be boosted by around
$10bn (£7.5bn), with half of
this being paid in tax
straight into the govern-
ment's coffers. If the crisis in
Iran continues for longer
than a month or two, it could
put Russia's economy "back
in quite a comfortable situa-
tion", says Hilgenstock. For
the wider world On a global
scale, the move will "only
scratch the surface" of the
supply disruption in the

Persian Gulf, says Warren
Patterson, head of commodi-
ties strategy at Dutch bank
ING. "There is only one solu-
tion for the oil market and
that is getting oil flowing
through the Strait of
Hormuz," he says. Patterson
says that India and other
Asian countries - that have
been most affected by the
Strait's closure - are most
likely to buy up the newly-
available Russian oil.
During a visit to France,
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky says
the US decision to ease sanc-
tions on Russian oil "does
not help peace". Speaking at
a news conference alongside
French President
Emmanuel Macron, he says
it could provide Russia with
about $10bn (£7.4bn) to fund
its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine. Macron says
Russia is "mistaken" if it
believes the US-Israel war
with Iran would "offer it a
respite". He also says that
the G7 reaffirmed during a
meeting on Wednesday that
rising oil costs "must in no
way lead us to reconsider
our sanctions policy toward
Russia". The Lebanese presi-
dent says he has not
received a response to his
proposal for direct negotia-
tion with Israel amid its war
with Hezbollah. "I expressed
my readiness to negotiate,
but until now we have not
received a response from the
other side," says Joseph
Aoun in a statement after
meeting with UN Secretary
General António Guterres in
Beirut. Aoun also criticises

"Israeli aggressions" and
says they "must be halted".
He has previously called
Hezbollah an "armed fac-
tion" that gives "no weight to
Lebanon's interests or to the
lives of its people". Israel
argues that Beirut has not
taken meaningful steps
toward disarming
Hezbollah, viewing it as the
responsibility of the
Lebanese government under
a previous ceasefire agree-
ment. ’ve been speaking to
people in the Lebanese capi-
tal Beirut after the Israeli
military dropped leaflets
over the city today, calling
on civilians to act against
Hezbollah. Alaa Shikhani
says he thought it was an air
strike when he heard the
bang of leaflets being
released overhead. He
looked up and saw them in
the sky, blowing to other
parts of the city. State media
says an Israeli aircraft was
flying at a low altitude
before dropping the leaflets
over a number of areas,
including the Hamra neigh-
bourhood of west Beirut.

Mumbai, March 2026: Mr.
M.P. Ahammad, Chairman,
Malabar Group, has been hon-
oured with the prestigious
Business Bhushan Award at
the Lokmat Maharashtrian of
the Year Awards 2026, in
recognition of his visionary
leadership and pivotal role in
transforming the global jew-
ellery retail landscape and
society at large. Held at the
iconic Gateway of India, the
awards ceremony brought
together leading policymak-
ers, industry leaders, and
prominent personalities from
business and entertainment.
The event was attended by the
Chief Minister, Sri. Devendra
Fadvanis, and Deputy Chief
Minister, Sri. Eknath Shinde
of Maharashtra,  Sri. Vijay
Darda, Chairman of Lokmat
alongside ministers, bureau-
crats, and distinguished fig-
ures from across sectors.
Presented by Lokmat Media

Group, the awards celebrate
individuals whose vision,
leadership, and achievements
have significantly shaped
industries while contributing
meaningfully to society. Mr.
Ahammad’s recognition high-
lights his remarkable entre-
preneurial journey and the
role he has played in building
Malabar Gold & to become the
5th largest global jewellery
retailer and the largest jew-
ellery retailer of Indian origin.

Expressing his gratitude on
receiving the honour, Mr.
M.P. Ahammad, Chairman,
Malabar Group, said, “I am
deeply honoured to receive
the Business Bhushan award
at the Lokmat Maharashtrian
of the Year Awards. This
recognition reflects the collec-
tive dedication of the entire
Malabar family and the trust
our customers have placed in
us over the years. Our jour-
ney is founded on the princi-

ple of collective growth of all
our stakeholders guided by
responsibility, integrity, and
a commitment to creating
lasting value for society while
continuing to pursue excel-
lence in everything we do.”
Maharashtra has been cen-
tral to the brand’s growth,
with Malabar Gold &
Diamonds expanding to 34
showrooms across major
cities including Mumbai,
Pune, Nagpur, and Nashik. 

All six members of a US mili-
tary refuelling aircraft's crew
have now been confirmed
dead after it crashed in west-
ern Iraq, US Central
Command (Centcom) has
said. The US initially said it
had located four of the
deceased crew. It said neither
hostile nor friendly fire were
involved in the loss of the KC-
135 aircraft on Thursday. The
tanker had been involved in
ongoing US operations
against Iran and was one of
two aircraft involved in the
incident. The second landed
safely. The Boeing-manufac-
tured aircraft are capable of
refuelling planes midair and
play a major role in US mili-
tary operations. They were
used extensively in the first

Gulf War to extend the range
of fighter jets and bombers.
Centcom said the incident
occurred at about 14:00 ET
(19:00 GMT) on Thursday and
that the circumstances of the
crash were now under inves-
tigation. A search and rescue
operation was then launched
to locate the remaining two

crew members. The US mili-
tary command unit added
that the identities of the per-
sonnel who had been killed
were being withheld for 24
hours so their next of kin
could be notified. Gen Dan
Caine, chair of the US Joint
Chiefs, told a news confer-
ence on Friday that the plane

had crashed "while the crew
was on a combat mission". US
Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth hailed the aircraft's
crew members as "American
heroes", stressing that their
"sacrifice will only recommit
us to the resolve of this mis-
sion".

The KC-135 usually has a
crew of at least a pilot, a co-
pilot and a boom operator
responsible for controlling
the refuelling arm of the air-
craft. Centcom earlier
described the crash as hap-
pening over friendly airspace
- but this is a region of Iraq
where pro-Iranian militias
operate. Iran's military
claimed on state TV that an
allied group had targeted the
plane with a missile. 

Cuba will release 51 prison-
ers in the coming days as a
demonstration of "goodwill"
following talks with the
Vatican, Havana's govern-
ment has said. It did not
specify whether they includ-
ed political prisoners, but it
said they had all "served a
significant portion of their
sentences and have main-
tained good conduct while
in prison". The release
comes as Cuban President
Miguel Díaz-Canel said that
US and Cuban officials were
holding talks to find solu-
tions to the two countries'
differences. He said no fuel
had entered Cuba in three
months. 
US President Donald Trump
said on Monday that Cuba
was in "deep trouble" as he
threatened a "friendly
takeover" of the Caribbean
country. Cuba is experienc-
ing several blackouts as the
island struggles with fuel
shortages, which have been
made worse by pressure
from the US. Since return-
ing to the White House,
Trump has made clear his
desire to change Cuba's lead-
ership. He has also threat-
ened tariffs on goods import-
ed into the US from any
country that gives Cuba oil.
Havana relies heavily on
imported fuel for its electric-
ity and the US has seized a
number of oil shipments
bound for Cuba. Venezuela

was believed to have sent
around 35,000 barrels of oil a
day to Cuba, providing
about half the island's oil
needs. But Washington's
Venezuela raid - and capture
of President Nicolás Maduro
- in early January has dis-
rupted the arrangement. In
a national broadcast on
Friday, Díaz-Canel said that
not having fuel enter Cuba
for the past three months
has led to the gradual
decline of diesel and fuel oil
reserves. Given this, the
country's electrical grid has
become increasingly "unsta-
ble", he said. To mitigate the
impact Cuba had increased
production of domestic
crude and gas, as well as
solar generation. 
The US and Cuba have had
strained relations since
communist leader Fidel
Castro overthrew a US-
backed government in 1959.
US sanctions and trade
embargoes on Cuba have
been in place since the early
1960s. Talks between the two
nations were in their initial
stages, Díaz-Canel, who is
leading the Cuban side of
negotiations, said. The
Cuban president said the
talks were taking place "on
the basis of equality and
respect for the political sys-
tems of both states, and for
the sovereignty and self-
determination of our gov-
ernments".

HHyderabad, 13th March
2026: NMDC Limited,
India’s largest iron ore pro-
ducer and a Navratna CPSE
under the Ministry of Steel,
has scripted history by
becoming the first mining
company in the country to
produce 50 million tonnes
(MT) of iron ore in a single
financial year, a significant
milestone that comes days
ahead of the close of FY
2025–26. Established in 1958
to develop India’s iron ore
resources, NMDC produced
around 10 MT in 1978. 
Over the decades, output
has expanded fivefold to
reach a historic 50 MT in
FY 2025–26, reflecting the
company’s steady transfor-
mation into the backbone
of India’s iron ore supply
chain. NMDC’s rise to the
50-million-tonne mark also
underscores a sharp accel-
eration in growth in recent
years. Production has
increased by nearly two-
thirds since 2015, rising
from about 30 MT to 50 MT,
with nearly one-fifth of the
current capacity added in
the last four years alone
showing the fastest expan-
sion phase in the compa-
ny’s history. As India
advances towards its target
of expanding steelmaking
capacity to 300 million
tonnes by 2030, ensuring a

stable and reliable domes-
tic supply of iron ore has
become a strategic priority.
Commenting on the
achievement, Shri
Amitava Mukherjee,
Chairman and Managing
Director, NMDC Limited,
said: “Reaching 50 million
tonnes is a notable achieve-
ment and reflects the
strong progress we have
made under NMDC 2.0.
What once took decades to
build, we have accelerated
in just a few years through
sharper execution, respon-
sible mining practices, and
a clear commitment to
national priorities. Being
India’s largest iron ore pro-
ducer comes with a huge
responsibility, and this
milestone reflects not just
the strength of our opera-
tions but also the trust
placed in us to support the
nation’s steel ecosystem.”
With highly mechanised
operations across the min-
eral-rich regions of
Chhattisgarh and
Karnataka, NMDC
remains central to ensur-
ing the country’s iron ore
security. The company con-
tinues to focus on opera-
tional excellence, techno-
logical advancement, and
responsible mining prac-
tices, as it looks ahead to
the next phase of growth.

Netflix has announced a
sequel to KPop Demon
Hunters, the streaming
platform's most watched
movie of all time. No
release date has been set
yet. The sequel marks the
first project under co-
directors Maggie Kang
and Chris Appelhans' new
and exclusive multi-year
deal with Netflix. The
announcement comes as
critics predict that the
first film will win at the
Oscars on Sunday, where

it is has two nominations
for best animated feature
and best original song.
Golden has already won a
Grammy for best song
written for visual media -
the first time a K-pop song
has won at the prestigious
music awards. The origi-
nal film follows main
characters Rumi, Mira
and Zoey from the K-pop
group Huntr/x as they
grapple with fame and
their secret lives as demon
hunters. 

King Charles III "expressed
his concern" over the
Alberta separatist move-
ment while meeting
Indigenous leaders at
Buckingham Palace,
according to a delegation of
First Nations chiefs that
travelled to London. Grand
Chief Joey Pete of the
Confederacy of Treaty Six
First Nations said he and
other leaders made the
King aware of the "threat"

the movement represented
to agreements signed by
First Nations and the
Crown more than a centu-
ry ago. He added that the
King was "very interested
in what we had to say" and
had "committed to learning
more". It comes as a grass-
roots separatist movement
in the west Canadian
province gathers signa-
tures to force a secession
referendum in October.

King expressed 'concern'
over Alberta separatists, say

First Nations chiefs

France is preparing to vote
in town council elections,
whose results will be close-
ly analysed for trends
ahead of next year's presi-
dential votes. A strong
showing for Marine Le
Pen's National Rally (RN)
would be a boost for the
nationalist right - even as
she awaits a judicial deci-
sion on whether she can
stand for head of state in
2027. More broadly the six-
yearly municipal elections -
which take place in two
rounds over the next suc-
cessive Sundays - will be a
test of how far mainstream
parties are prepared to go
in forming alliances with
the far left and far right.

Politics in France has
become increasingly
polarised, as in much of
Europe, and traditional par-
ties have found it harder to
win elections without at
least tacit support from for-
mations on their outer
flank. But this leads to accu-
sations of pandering to
extremism which in turn
can cost votes in the centre.
Inevitably the highest-pro-
file contest is for the mayor-
ship of Paris, which has
been under left-wing con-
trol for 25 years, but could
now shift back to the right.
Here as elsewhere alliances
will play a vital role in
between the two rounds of
voting. 

Bodies of 84 Iranian sailors killed in US torpedo strike to be repatriated
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The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Wednesday announced the
schedule for the first
phase of the TATA Indian
Premier League (IPL)
2026, to be played from
March 28 to April 12, 2026.
As three states are sched-
uled to undergo State
Assembly elections during
this period, the full sched-
ule of the tournament will
be announced once the
poll dates are announced. 

The 19th edition
of the T20 league will com-
mence when defending
champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) host Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru. A total of 20
matches will be played
across 10 venues:
Bengaluru, Mumbai,
Guwahati, New
Chandigarh, Lucknow,
Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi,
Ahmedabad and
Hyderabad. During this
period, the tournament
will feature four double-

headers, with the after-
noon matches beginning
at 03:30 PM IST and the
evening matches com-
mencing at 07:30 PM IST.
Following the opening
encounter on Saturday,
Mumbai Indians will take
on Kolkata Knight Riders
at the Wankhede Stadium

in Mumbai on Sunday.
The first double-

header of  the season will
take place on April 4, 2026,
when Delhi Capitals face
Mumbai Indians in the
afternoon match at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium in
Delhi, followed by Gujarat
Titans taking on

Rajasthan Royals at the
Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad.
Rajasthan Royals will
begin their home cam-
paign in Guwahati, where
they will host Chennai
Super Kings and Mumbai
Indians. Punjab Kings
(PBKS), meanwhile, will

play their early home fix-
tures at the PCA Stadium
in New Chandigarh.

During the season,
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru will play five
home matches in
Bengaluru and two in
Raipur. Punjab Kings will
play four home matches in
New Chandigarh and
three in Dharamshala,
while Rajasthan Royals
will play three home
matches in Guwahati and
four in Jaipur.

Note: The matches
scheduled in Bengaluru
are subject to clearance
from the Expert
Committee constituted by
the Government of
Karnataka. The commit-
tee will conduct a meeting
and inspection of the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium on
March 13, 2026, during
which a full-scale mock
demonstration of match-
day arrangements will be
carried out to assess the
stadium's preparedness
for hosting IPL matches. 

The escalating conflict in
West Asia has dealt a major
blow to the ongoing World
Para Athletics Grand Prix,
with participation shrinking
drastically as only six foreign
nations ultimately made it to
Indian shores, despite nearly
30 countries having earlier
confirmed their presence.
Coaches associated with the
Indian team said the war,
coupled with the holy month
of Ramzan, played a signifi-
cant role in drastically reduc-
ing participation numbers,
adding that that while 18 for-
eign nations had travelled for
India's inaugural edition of
the World Para Athletics
Grand Prix at the same venue
last year, the organisers
could not replicate those
numbers this time. A total of
257 athletes are competing in
the Grand Prix, the second
leg of the season, with India
fielding a massive 219 partici-
pants across multiple track-
and-field events and sport
classifications. Russia has
the second-largest contingent
with 40 para athletes, while
the remaining countries
account for only a minuscule
presence in comparison.

"The event has been hit hard
by the ongoing conflict in the
Gulf as well as Ramzan.
Around seven to eight
Muslim countries could not
make the trip because of that
(Ramzan). Several
International Paralympic
Committee officials were also
unable to travel and had to be
replaced at the last minute as
they were not getting flights
into India," said a coach of a
renowned para athlete on
condition of anonymity.
"Most of the connecting

flights come via Dubai and
the Gulf and with the disrup-
tions they (athletes) had to
cancel their trips," said the
coach. The inaugural World
Para Athletics Grand Prix in
Dubai last month featured
athletes from 53 nations,
lending the competition a
truly international flavour,
but the event in India has
been largely dominated by
the hosts, with several clean
sweeps owing to the limited
participation from foreign
countries. 

India's top doubles player
Yuki Bhambri and his part-
ner Andre Goransson
advanced to the quarterfinals
of the men's doubles event at
the Indian Wells Masters
after registering a straight-
set win over the pair of
Sander Arends and Jiri
Lehecka. Bhambri and
Goransson produced a solid
performance to defeat
Arends and Lehecka 6-4 6-4 in
the pre-quarterfinal clash
that lasted one hour and 14
minutes. They did not face
any break point in the match
and broke their rivals twice.
The Indo-Swedish pair main-
tained control through most
of the match, securing a cru-
cial break in each set to seal
the contest in straight sets.
Listen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com
Bhambri and Göransson will

take on Alexander Erler of
Austria and Andrea
Vavassori from Italy in the
last-eight stage of the presti-
gious ATP Masters 1000 tour-
nament. India's Yuki
Bhambri and his Swedish
partner Andre Goransson
have sailed into the semifi-
nals of the Indian Wells Open
on Thursday morning, dis-
mantling the Austrian-

Italian pairing of Alexander
Erler and Andrea Vavassori.
Bhambri and Goransson reg-
istered a 6-3, 7-6(2) win over
Erler and Vavassori. This is
Bhambri's maiden semifinal
at the ATP Masters 1000 level,
having made the doubles
quarter-final at the Masters
1000 level twice. His previous
two quarterfinal appear-
ances were at Indian Wells

came in 2025 (with
Goransson) and Miami
Masters 2025 (with Nuno
Borges).Notably, the unseed-
ed duo has yet to drop a single
set in the tournament. In the
Round of 16, Bhambri and
Goransson defeated the pair
of Sander Arends and Jiri
Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 after launch-
ing their campaign with a
resounding victory, defeat-
ing the duo of David Pel and
Fabrice Martin in straight
sets 6-1, 6-3. They will face
await the winners of
Khachanov/Rublev and
Rinderknech/Vacherot. with
a place in the final at stake.
Last month, Bhambri
climbed to a career-high
ranking of world No. 20 in the
latest ATP Rankings, making
him the first Indian men's dou-
bles player to break into the
Top 20 after Rohan Bopanna. 

Emma Raducanu and
Katie Boulter will be
absent when Great
Britain face Australia in
their Billie Jean King Cup
qualifier next month.
Raducanu, the British
number one and world
number 24, has commit-
ted to playing the WTA
500 clay-court tourna-
ment in Linz, Austria,
which runs across the
same week. Boulter,
ranked 64th in the world,
also misses the tie. GB
captain Anne Keothavong
has instead selected
Sonay Kartal, Harriet
Dart, Jodie Burrage and
17-year-old Mika
Stojsavljevic for the con-
test that will be staged in
Melbourne on 10-11 April.
A fifth player can be
added to the squad nearer
the time. Keothavong,
who it was thought would
face a tough task persuad-
ing the top British play-
ers to travel to Australia
for a hard-court tie at a
time when the European
clay court season is get-
ting under way, described
the best-of-five encounter

as "tough". But she added:
"We always embrace
these weeks together as a
team and will be up for
the challenge. "We've got
players with great experi-
ence in this competition
in our team and it's an
exciting opportunity for
Mika to join the senior
team for the first time."
Kartal will be hoping to
repeat the form that saw
her reach the fourth
round at 
Indian Wells this week
before withdrawing with
a lower back injury dur-
ing her match against
Elena Rybakina.
Australia have also
named their squad. Talia
Gibson, who has beaten
three top-20 players at
Indian Wells en route to
the quarter-finals, is
included alongside Maya
Joint, Storm Hunter,
Kimberly Birrell and
Ellen Perez. The eight-
team Billie Jean King Cup
finals will be held in
Shenzhen in the week
beginning 21 September.
Great Britain reached the
semi-finals last year.

Pakistan are in a rebuild-
ing phase after their T20
World Cup 2026 Super 8
exit. They chose six new
faces for the ODI series
against Bangladesh, but
the start to that rebuild-
ing phase was disastrous.
Fast bowler Nahid Rana
grabbed a maiden five-
wicket haul as
Bangladesh handed
Pakistan a new low in
white-ball cricket with a
dominant eight-wicket
win. Rana picked up 5-24,
and captain Mehidy
Hasan Miraz took 3-29
with his off-spin, as
Pakistan were blown
away for 114 all out in 30.4
overs. It was Pakistan's
lowest-ever ODI score
against Bangladesh,
eclipsing the previous

mark of 161 during a 62-
run loss at the 1999 World
Cup. Bangladesh galloped
to 115-2 in only 15.1 overs,
powered by a blazing
unbeaten 67 off 42 balls.
Former Pakistan player
Basit Ali was furious
after the result. "First,
shoot the man who told
them to score a minimum

of 60 runs in the ten pow-
erplay overs," he said on
The Gameplan, as quoted
by The Indian Express.
From 41/0 in 9.5 overs,
Pakistan collapsed to 92/9
in 23.5 overs. "He never
played cricket on a
ground. He just hands
over a piece of paper. Did
he not see what the condi-

tions are like here? Did he
not know that even India
have lost in Bangladesh?"
Former Pakistan wicket-
keeper Kamran Akmal
also came down hard on
the side.
"It felt like one team was

international and the
other was a club side
playing a practice match
before a World Cup," he
said. "I called Basit and
couldn't find words to
describe what kind of
cricket we were playing. I
swear to God, batting like
this doesn't even happen
in club cricket. Club
cricketers don't play this
badly." The second and
third games of the ODI
series will also be played
in Dhaka on Friday and
Sunday.

Nico de Boinville has "cate-
gorically" denied using any
"racial slurs" towards Irish
jockey Declan Queally dur-
ing the opening race on day
two of the Cheltenham
Festival. The English jock-
ey was accused of "abusing"
the amateur jockey before
the start of the Novices'
Hurdle on Wednesday, as it
was held up due to a false
start. Queally later told The
Racing Post, external he
had received "repeated
racist abuse" from his rival.
The Irishman, riding I'll
Sort That, and De Boinville
on Act Of Innocence could
be seen exchanging words
at the start line, but the
Englishman denies any
wrongdoing. De Boinville
told BBC Radio Sports
Extra: "It is an ongoing

investigation. "The stew-
ards are gathering all the
evidence they can from all
the video footage. "From
my point of view, I deny all
the allegations against me.
"I can categorically say
there weren't any racial
slurs or anything like
that. Let's let it play
out." Queally, 37,
appeared to topple
off his horse before

the race started and had to
be checked over by a doctor.
He was given the all clear to
race, along with Ballyfad,
who was kicked pre-race
and assessed by a vet in a
chaotic few minutes. A
number of false starts to the
planned rolling start meant
the horses were moved to a
standing start at the tape -
leaving jockeys jostling for
position. Queally, who fin-
ished fifth in the race, told
ITV Racing before entering
the weight room post-race:
"Being abused by an
English rider, Nico de

B o i n v i l l e ,
not very

nice.

Max Verstappen says
he wishes the new
Formula 1 was "more
fun" but is hopeful the

sport is heading towards
changes that will "improve
everything". The four-time
world champion is among
many drivers who find the
increased amount of energy
management required for the
engines this year is taking
away enjoyment and some
elements of their skill. "I am a
bit conflicted, because I don't
really enjoy to drive the car
but I do enjoy working with
the team," Red Bull's
Verstappen said. "I don't want
to leave [F1] but I also hope of
course it gets better. I have
had discussions with F1 and
the [governing body] FIA and
we are working towards

something that will hopefully
improve everything." There
are concerns over the unusu-
al techniques required of
drivers to ensure that the
new engines, which have a 50-
50 split between internal com-
bustion and electrical power,
have sufficient battery
charge for optimum perform-
ance. F1's bosses initially
agreed to take stock of the
rules after the first three
races and analyse whether
changes could be made. It
now seems there is a chance
modifications could be made
after this weekend's race in
China, the second of the sea-
son after Sunday's opener in
Australia. The main issue is
that the overriding require-
ment to ensure the battery is
fully charged at the most per-

formance-sensitive parts of
the circuit is reducing the
driving challenge, especially
in the most demanding high-
speed corners. Aston
Martin's two-time champion
Fernando Alonso said: "It is a
different challenge. That's
where you put the line, if
these cars are more fun or
less fun, and everyone will
have their own opinion. "We
used to 'fight for our life' in
Turn 12 in Bahrain, Turn
Nine and 10 in Melbourne,
sector one and 130R in
Suzuka, Turn Seven and
Eight here in China. "There
were always certain corners
that in Formula 1 were chal-
lenging the limits of the
physics, and the driver had to
use all the skills and be brave
in some of the moments as

well. "When you put new
tyres and you go through the
corner at a speed that you've
never been before in any of
the free practices, that chal-
lenge is gone in a way. "You
use those corners to charge
the battery, not any more to
make the lap time. "Still fun?
Yes, we love racing. Because I
grew up on the other, and I
was challenging myself in the
corners, I probably prefer the
other one. But I was super-
lucky to race in that era and I
still feel lucky that I race
now, so I like both." World
champion Lando Norris
said the "very, very different
style of driving" now needed
meant "you can still make a
difference as a driver by
driving the power unit in
the correct way, but not by

necessarily driving the
car in a much
better way". 

When Harry Hardwick was
working at his dad's cafe in
Middlesbrough to fund his
dream of becoming a UFC
fighter, the bright lights of
Las Vegas felt a world away.
"It's not a sensible idea, pur-
suing MMA," he says. But
in September 2025, on just
five days' notice Hardwick
stepped in to face Brazil's
Kaue Fernandes for his
UFC debut - over 10 years
after his first professional
MMA fight. Unfortunately
for Hardwick, the fight did-
n't go to plan - he suffered a
painful first-round loss and
left the octagon in a wheel-
chair. Now the 31-year-old
has a second chance to
prove himself as he faces
the undefeated Marwan
Rahiki on Saturday at the
Meta Apex in Las Vegas.

After a full camp and back
at his preferred weight class
of featherweight, Hardwick
is expecting a better per-
formance this time round. A
second defeat could see him
cut from the UFC - but after
a career filled with highs
and lows, he still feels
thankful to be "one of the
few MMA fighters that has
escaped the rat race". "I

pinch myself because I'm
very fortunate to be where I
am," Hardwick tells BBC
Sport. "I've still got a lot I
want to do, and I'm still very
much looking forward, but
this is mad. "The harshest
reality is that most dreams
fail." Hardwick is a former
Cage Warriors feather-
weight champion and
entered his UFC debut
undefeated in his last nine
fights, with eight wins and
one draw. He's spent most of
his career fighting along-
side part-time jobs, includ-
ing night shifts as a support
worker and in his dad's
local cafe. In the early days,
Hardwick would often turn
up to training without any
sleep, and admits that at
times the experience could
be "miserable". 

Verstappen wishes F1 was 'more fun'
M
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vneet Kaur, the 24-
year-old Bollywood
actress known for her
work in TV serials,

movies, and music albums, is
once again trending on social
media after sharing a new set
of stylish photos. In the pic-
tures, the young actress
is seen wearing a
stunning black
b a c k l e s s
gown that
highlights
an elegant
and bold
f a s h i o n
statement.
The gown has
a deep open back
design, giving the
look a glamorous and
modern vibe. Her simple
hairstyle, soft makeup, and
confident pose add more
charm to the overall look. In
one of the photos, the actress
poses gracefully on a balcony,
leaning slightly while show-

ing off the dramatic backless
cut of the gown. The lighting
and dark background make
the outfit stand out beautiful-
ly, while a small tattoo on her
upper back adds a stylish per-
sonal touch. Another shot
captures a cinematic moment

where she stretches her
arms wide while

standing on a
high balcony

with a city
view in the
b a c k -
ground, cre-
ating a pow-

erful and
artistic frame.

The black gown
flows perfectly with

the mood of the photos,
making the entire shoot look
classy and dramatic. Last
year, Avneet also appeared in
the international project
Love in Vietnam, which
brought her more attention
beyond Indian audiences.

The makers of Rakasa
have unveiled the
film’s second single,
“Padhe Padhe,” intro-

ducing audiences to a sooth-
ing romantic melody that
captures the gentle emotions
of love slowly finding its
voice. Sung by Sindhuja
Srinivasan, composed by
Anudeep Dev, and written by
lyricist Kittu Vissapragada,
the track adds a heartfelt
dimension to the film’s grow-
ing musical journey.
Presented as a lyrical video
featuring Sangeeth Sobhan
and Nayan Sarika, “Padhe
Padhe” offers listeners an
emotional glimpse into a
moment where affection qui-
etly begins to surface
between the film’s lead char-
acters. What makes “Padhe
Padhe” stand out is its ele-
gant musical design that
blends classical texture with

a contemporary melodic
flow. Composer Anudeep Dev
introduces the gentle sound
of the veena into the arrange-
ment, adding a graceful clas-
sical flavour that enriches the
song’s emotional depth. This
traditional instrumentation
moves smoothly over a soft
urban melodic groove, creat-

ing a relaxed rhythmic struc-
ture that allows the melody to
unfold naturally. Lyricist
Kittu Vissapragada shapes
the song around the delicate
experience of expressing love
through hints rather than
direct confession, capturing
the inner voice of someone
who keeps finding small rea-

sons to move closer to the per-
son they care for, hoping
their feelings will eventually
be understood.
Complementing this emo-
tional core, singer Sindhuja
Srinivasan brings warmth
and sincerity through her
expressive vocal perform-
ance, giving the composition
a gentle intimacy that
enhances the song’s tender
romantic mood. Headlined by
Sangeeth Sobhan, who has
recently cemented his popu-
larity with the youth-centric
successes MAD and MAD
Square, Rakasa places him
alongside Nayan Sarika in a
story that blends romance,
humour and fantastical ele-
ments. The film also features
a lively ensemble that
includes Vennela Kishore,
Brahmaji, Tanikella
Bharani, Ashish Vidyarthi,
and Getup Srinu. 

yderabad beauty
Faria Abdullah is
once again grabbing

attention on social media
with her latest glamorous
photos. Known for her
charming personality and
stylish looks, the actress
shared a new set of pic-
tures where she looks con-
fident and bold. Relaxing
on a green sofa, Faria
strikes a stylish pose
wearing a casual yet
trendy outfit. With her
wavy hair flowing natu-
rally and her relaxed pos-
ture, she highlights her
toned look while main-
taining a cool and confi-
dent vibe. She captioned
the pictures with a simple
yet striking line: “Deal
with it .”In the photos,
Faria’s posing style adds a
strong attitude to the
entire look. The way she
leans back on the couch
with one hand behind her
head gives the pictures a
relaxed yet glamorous

feel. Her fashion choice,
combined with natural
lighting and minimal
styling, makes the photos
look modern and striking.
The Hyderabad girl clear-
ly knows how to carry her-
self with confidence, and
her latest pictures are
quickly gaining attention
from fans online. On the
work front, Faria
Abdullah made a brief
cameo appearance in
Anaganaga Oka Raju last
year. This year, she is
gearing up for an exciting
project with Satyadev in
his 15th film, currently
referred to as #SD15. The
film, which started pro-
duction in February 2026,
is directed by
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n a
Puttamchetty and pro-
duced by Narendra under
Trishul Visionary Studios,
with music composed by
Ram Miriyala. The movie
is expected to be a fun and
light-hearted entertainer.

Varsha Bollamma,
who is often loved
by fans for her cute
and slightly chubby

looks, seems to have
undergone a noticeable
transformation. In her lat-
est pictures shared on
social media, the actress
appears slimmer and
more toned than before.
The new photos quickly
caught the attention of
fans, with many praising
her fresh and glowing
appearance.
In the pictures, Varsha is
seen wearing a beautifully
designed grey traditional
outfit that blends elegance
with simplicity. The long
embroidered top features
delicate patterns spread
across the fabric, giving
the outfit a rich and styl-
ish feel. The full sleeves
and neat neckline add a

graceful touch, while the
flowing palazzo-style
pants create a flattering
silhouette. The soft grey
shade of the ensemble
looks classy and soothing,
and the intricate embroi-
dery enhances the overall
look.
Varsha kept her styling
minimal and elegant. She
paired the outfit with sim-
ple earrings and light
makeup that highlights
her natural beauty. Her
softly curled hair and
warm smile add charm to
the photos. On the work
front, Varsha was last
seen in Thammudu star-
ring Nithiin, where she
played the role of Chitra.
Though the film did not
perform well at the box
office, the actress is now
busy filming her upcom-
ing Tamil project Iruvam.

ith the countdown
to the April 3rd the-
atrical release tick-

ing fast, Charming Star
Sharwa’s much-awaited
sports drama Biker is rac-
ing ahead with unstop-
pable momentum.
Directed by Abhilash
Reddy Kankara and
backed by the prestigious
banner UV Creations, the
film—touted as India’s
first full-fledged
motocross drama- contin-
ues to raise excitement
with every new update.
The character glimpses
and first two singles from
the movie received over-

whelming response.
Sharwa has shifted into
top gear for Biker, and his
latest transformation
video is proof that he’s
operating on a whole new
level of discipline. What
stands out instantly is the
sheer physical refine-
ment he has achieved.
Sharwa now boasts a
leaner, tighter, and visi-
bly more athletic than
ever before. His chiselled
midsection, cut shoul-
ders, and defined upper
body reveal months of cal-
culated training rather
than a cosmetic
makeover.

uva Samrat Naga
Chaitanya is work-
ing hard for his next
film Vrushakarma,

A Mythical Spectacle Like
Never Before directed by
Karthik Dandu who scored
a blockbuster with
Virupaksha. The film is
being produced jointly by
SVCC and Sukumar
Writings, with Bapineedu
presenting the venture.
Produced by BVSN
Prasad.
The recently released
glimpse of Vrushakarma
has received a sensational
response from audiences
across platforms, instantly
going viral and creating
massive buzz. The intense
visuals and powerful
world-building have
stunned everyone, signifi-
cantly raising anticipation
for the film.
Now, the makers have
unveiled brand new BTS
stills today showcasing
Yuva Samrat Naga
Chaitanya in a fiercest
transformation and power-
packed avatar. The images
highlight the actor’s
intense physical transfor-
mation and the dedication
he has put into bringing
the character of Arjun to
life. In one of the BTS
stills, Chaitanya is seen
pushing his limits during
a grueling workout ses-
sion, revealing a lean,
chiseled physique built
specifically for the charac-
ter. The transformation
highlights the dedication
and discipline the actor
has invested to step into
the world of

Vrushakarma, where he
plays the powerful role of
Arjun.
Another still captures him
in a gritty, battle-worn
look — bruised, intense,
and battle-ready — hinting
at the high-octane action
and emotional depth that
the film promises. The raw
and rugged visuals suggest
a character that goes
through extreme chal-
lenges, making this one of
Chaitanya’s most intense
on-screen avatars yet.
Helmed by Karthik Dandu,
Vrushakarma is mounted
on a grand scale and is
expected to blend mystery,
mythology, and action into
a spectacular cinematic

experience.
With these pics now going
viral across social media,
anticipation around
Vrushakarma has soared,
as audiences eagerly await
to witness Naga
Chaitanya’s most powerful
and transformative per-
formance on the big
screen.
On the other hand, the
film’s theatrical business
is progressing at full
swing, as the AP, TG and
Karnataka rights were
sold for a whopping 45crs
inr and are bought by
Sithara Entertainements
banner.
More details about the film
shall be out soon.

The recently relesed trail-
er of Dhurandhar The
Revenge continues to soar
and has been trending on
YouTube across 45+ coun-
tries. Ever since the trailer
dropped fans have been
humming the 'Aari Aari'
song which was used as
the BGM and eagerly wait-
ing for the song to be
released. The high energy
song is now available on
the T-Series YouTube
channel. Packed with pul-
sating beats, powerful
vocals and explosive rap
sections, the song sets the
tone for the film’s intense
world while delivering a
musical experience that is
already shaping up to be
the next big viral anthem.
A Shashwat Sachdev musi-
cal, the track is composed,
arranged and programmed
by Shashwat Sachdev,
blending contemporary
production with Punjabi
influences to create an
infectious sound designed
to get listeners moving.
The song features vocals
by Navtej Singh Rehal
(Bombay Rockers), Khan
Saab, Jasmine Sandlas and
Sudhir Yaduvanshi, while
the rap portions are per-
formed and written by
Reble and Token. The
lyrics are penned by the
acclaimed Irshad Kamil
along with Bombay
Rockers, and the score is
produced by Adam Lucas.
The song’s visually stun-
ning music video takes the
track to new heights, spot-
lighting Ranveer Singh in
a fierce, commanding role.
Brimming with stylized
action and gripping

sequences, the video radi-
ates intensity and scale
while showcasing Singh’s
powerful screen presence.
Combining electrifying
audio and dynamic visu-
als, “Aari Aari” kicks off
the film’s music journey
with a thrilling, high-
octane impact. Jio Studios
presents a B62 Studios pro-
duction, an Aditya Dhar
film – Dhurandhar The
Revenge, which will
release in five languages:

Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam and Kannada.
The high-octane spy-action
thriller, written, directed
and produced by Aditya
Dhar and produced by
Jyoti Deshpande and
Lokesh Dhar, arrives in
theatres worldwide on 19
March 2026, on the occa-
sion of Gudi Padwa and
Ugadi, and ahead of Eid.
The story of unknown men
unfolds in cinemas world-
wide on 19 March 2026.
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