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GOLD JUMPS RS 5,091 TU 'IPL BIGGER THAN

DEMOCRATS FLIP

RS 1.44 LAKH/106 AS
SOFT DOLLAR BOOST
SAFE-HAVEN DEMAND

INDIA'S MARKETS TO
RECOUP LOST GROUND,
RBI RATE HIKE UNLIKELY

New Delhi, March 25 (TSIT):
India’s markets are likely to
recoup some lost ground after
the US announced a five-day
reprieve for Iran’s energy infra-
structure, a report said on
Wednesday. Radhika Rao,

Senior Economist and
Executive Director at DBS
Bank, predicted that the RBI
will keep rates on hold in 2026,
while addressing specific pock-
ets of strain. The bar for rate
hikes is high, due to the "stag-
flationary" shock and exoge-
nous nature of the event risk,
the report said. "Foreign
reserve coverage ratios are at a
healthy level, providing suffi-
cient firepower to the authori-
ties, with signs of regular inter-
vention presence in spot and
forwards," the bank said in a
note. Banking system liquidity
returned to a modest deficit
amid advance tax outflows and
strong foreign-exchange inter-
vention. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) infused Rs 793 bil-
lion via an overnight Variable
Rate Repo (VRR) auction and
announced plans forathree-day
auction worth Rs 1 trillion.

INDIA BOOK OF RECORDS
RECOGNISED MP'S FREE
HEALTH CAMP: SCINDIA

Shivpuri (TSIT): A week-long free
health camp organised in Madhya
Pradesh’s Shivpuri district has
been officially recognised by the
India Book of Records, Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said
on Wednesday. The multi-speciali-
ty health camp was organised from
March 17 to March 24 at Shivpuri
district hospital under the joint
aegis of the Madhavrao Scindia
Health Service Mission, the Rotary
Regional Medical Mission, and the
Madhya Pradesh government.
Facilities ranging from the diag-
nosis of complex ailments such as
eye, dental, and bone conditions to
advanced medical consultations
and high-tech robotic surgeries
were made available at the camp.
Equipped with state-of-the-
art technology, the medical
camp ensured that every
patient received timely and
high-quality treatment. The
initiative not only strengthened
access to healthcare services
but also opened new avenues
for medical care for people
residing in rural and remote
areas.Physicians were enrolled
in consultations, both in person
and virtually, who conducted
diagnostic tests and provided
complex treatment services to
patients at the camp, thereby
directly benefiting thousands of
families in the region.Notably,
Shivpuri district under the
Gwalior region falls under the
Guna Lok Sabha constituency.

FLORIDA STATE SEAT

THAT INCLUDES TRUMP'S
MAR-A-LAGO HOME

WORLD | NEWS

2026 TN ELECTIONS
ALLIES TREATED RESPECTFULLY AS
INTEGRAL STAKEHOLDERS: CM STALIN

(TSIT): Chief

CHENNAI
Minister and DMK president
MK Stalin on Wednesday
said that the seat-sharing
arrangements within the
Secular Progressive Alliance

(SPA) were carried out
through a democratic and
consultative process, and
urged party cadres to work in
unity to secure victory in all
234 constituencies. In a letter
to party workers, Stalin said
the DMK-led alliance had
successfully concluded seat-
sharing talks after multiple
rounds of discussions with
allies, including the VCK,
CPI, CPM, MDMK and IUML.

He noted that the DMK
would contest 175 constituen-
cies under the ‘Rising Sun’
symbol, while the remaining
seats have been allocated to

alliance partners. Stalin
emphasised that the negotia-
tions were conducted on the
basis of mutual understand-
ing and the shared goal of
securing a decisive victory,
adding that even new
entrants to the alliance were
accommodated through equi-
table seat distribution.
Referring to discussions with
leaders such as Thol
Thirumavalavan and Vaiko,
he said alliance partners
were treated as integral
stakeholders and assured
them of full support for their
success in the allotted con-
stituencies.Welcoming actor-
politician Kamal Haasan’s
support for the alliance,
Stalin said it reflected the
coalition’s growing strength
and unity since 2019.

PREMIER LEAGUE': SOURAV
GANGULY IN AWE OF
RAJASTHAN ROYALS' RS
15,000 CRORE SALE

SPORTS | NEWS

India-US detence ties in focus as Vikram
Misri meets US war policy chiet Colby

New Delhi (TSIT) Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri met
US Under Secretary of War
for Policy Elbridge A. Colby
on the sidelines of the India-
US Defence Policy Group
meeting on Wednesday,
underscoring renewed
momentum in bilateral
defence cooperation and
strategic engagement
between the two countries.
The officials exchanged
views on strengthening
defence ties, enhancing
regional security and fur-
ther consolidating the broad-
er strategic partnership.
Colby, who arrived in
India this week for high-level
discussions with senior gov-
ernment officials, is engag-
ing with New Delhi at a time
of heightened global geopo-
litical tensions, especially
amid the protracted West
Asia crisis. The visit aims to
advance objectives outlined
by US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in their
February 2025 joint state-
ment, and to implement the
Framework for the U.S.-

No fuel shortage, say oil firms; urge
public to avoid panic buying

NEW DELHI (TSIT): State-
owned oil companies on
Wednesday said there is no
shortage of petrol, diesel or
LPG in the country, urging
citizens not to believe rumours
circulating on social media or
resort to panic buying. Indian
0il Corporation (IOC), the
nation's largest oil firm, said
"there is no shortage of petrol
or diesel", adding that its out-
lets are "well-stocked and fully
operational".

It cautioned that rumours
"can create unnecessary con-
cern and disrupt normal sup-
ply patterns" and urged citi-
zens to "avoid panic buying
and rely only on verified infor-
mation".Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
termed reports of fuel shortag-
es in certain areas "completely
unfounded", asserting that
"there is no shortage of fuel
across the nation".

The company said India is a
net exporter of petrol and die-
sel and has "adequate stocks of
crude oil, petrol, diesel and
ATF", with supply chains oper-
ating "smoothly without any
disruption".It added that it
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remains "fully operational and
committed to ensuring unin-
terrupted fuel supply".
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) also
said there is "no shortage of
petrol, diesel or LPG across the

country", with supplies
remaining stable and stocks
adequate.

It advised customers not to
be misled by rumours or
engage in panic buying, and to
"continue with normal con-
sumption patterns", adding
that it is committed to ensur-
ing "an uninterrupted and
seamless fuel supply" across
its network.

While the war in West Asia
has disrupted crude oil, LNG

It advised customers not to
be misled by rumours or
engage in panic buying, and
to "continue with normal
consumption patterns”,
adding that it is committed to
ensuring "an uninterrupted
and seamless fuel supply"
across its network.

and LPG supply chains, India
with its diversified sourcing
has been able to secure enough
supplies of crude oil (the raw
material used to make fuels
like petrol and diesel) from
West Africa, Latin America
and the US.

The disruption in liquefied
natural gas (LNG) due to
India's largest supplier's facili-
ties in Qatar being hit in the
war, has led to prioritisation of
the fuel to domestic users and
CNG while some curtailment
has been done for industrial
users like fertilizer plants.

LPG is the most impacted
by the war as the country
relied on imports to meet 60
per cent of its demand.

India Major Defense
Partnership.

According to the U.S.
Department of War, Colby’s
talks will focus on deepening
cooperation in strategic and
defence domains, reflecting
both nations’ shared inter-
ests in regional stability and
security amid shifting global
power dynamics.

His engagements with
Indian leaders are seen as
part of Washington’s effort to
reinforce ties with New
Delhi while navigating chal-
lenges posed by conflict in

India-US defence ties
in focus as Vikram
Misri meets US war
policy chief Colby

New Delhi (TSIT) Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri met US
Under Secretary of War for
Policy Elbridge A. Colby on the
sidelines of the India-US Defence
Policy Group meeting on
Wednesday, underscoring
renewed momentum in bilateral
defence cooperation and strate-
gic engagement between the two
countries. The  officials
exchanged views on strengthen-
ing defence ties, enhancing
regional security and further
consolidating the broader stra-
tegic partnership.

Colby, who arrived in India
this week for high-level dis-
cussions with senior govern-
ment officials, is engaging
with New Delhi at a time of
heightened global geopolitical
tensions, especially amid the
protracted West Asia crisis.
The visit aims to advance
objectives outlined by US
President Donald Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in their February 2025
joint statement, and to imple-
ment the Framework for the
U.S.-India Major Defense
Partnership.

West Asia and evolving Indo-
Pacific security imperatives.

Colby’s visit, his first offi-
cial trip to India in this
capacity, was enthusiastical-
ly welcomed by United States
Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor, who posted on social
media that he looked for-
ward to hosting the senior
defence official.

The discussions coincide
with a period of intensified
India-U.S. cooperation, as
both countries navigate
regional security challenges
and seek to institutionalise

defence collaboration,
including joint exercises,
technology partnerships

and deeper policy coordina-
tion to address shared
threats in the Indo-Pacific
and beyond. In related
remarks across policy
forums in New Delhi, Colby
has emphasised that the US
views India as a key partner
in maintaining a favourable
balance of power in the
Indo-Pacific, highlighting
the need for pragmatic coop-
eration even amid differenc-
es on certain issues.

As Many As 1,300
Posts Of IAS; 505
Of IPS Vacant:
Govt In Lok Sabha

New Delhi (TSIT): As many as

1,300 posts of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) and
505 belonging to the Indian Police
Service (IPS) are lying vacant, the
Lok Sabha was informed on
Wednesday. Of the total of 6,877
sanctioned posts of the IAS, there are
5,577 officers in position, Union
Minister of State for Personnel
Jitendra Singh said in a written reply.
There are 4,594 IPS officers in position,
as against their sanctioned strength of
5,099, he said. Singh explained that
IAS posts are filled according to the
reservation guidelines issued by the
government. “Since 2012, a total of
180 candidates have been recruited
to the TAS through the civil services
examination each year, with 4 per
cent of these seats reserved for can-
didates with benchmark disabilities
(PwBD),” he said.

India rejects Pakistan remarks on Andrabi
sentencing, calls out support for terror outfit

New Delhi (TSIT) India on
Wednesday strongly rejected
Pakistan’s criticism of the
sentencing of Kashmiri sepa-
ratist leader Asiya Andrabi,
saying Islamabad had “no
locus standi” to comment on
India’s internal judicial mat-
ters and accusing it of backing
terrorism.

Responding to media que-
ries on Pakistan’s statement,
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said New Delhi “cate-
gorically rejects” the remarks
issued in support of a banned
terrorist organisation and its
members.

“Pakistan has no locus stan-
di to comment on matters
internal to India or its judicial
processes. However, one is not
surprised that a country,
which has long been sponsor-
ing terrorism, has come up
with such a statement condon-
ing violence and Killing of
innocent people,” he said.

The sharp response came a
day after a Delhi court sen-
tenced Andrabi, founder of
the banned outfit Dukhtaran-
e-Millat, to life imprisonment
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. Her associ-
ates, Nahida Nasreen and

Fehmeeda Sofi, were awarded
30-year jail terms.

The trio had been convicted
in January in a case linked to

anti-national activities,
including promoting seces-
sionist ideology and conspir-
ing against the state.
Prosecuted by the NIA, they
were found guilty under mul-
tiple provisions of the IPC and
anti-terror laws.

Pakistan termed the verdict
a ‘“grave miscarriage of jus-
tice” and alleged suppression
of fundamental rights in
Jammu and Kashmir, urging
international intervention.

Rejecting the allegations,
India said Pakistan should
instead “introspect on the
grave and systematic human
rights violations it continues
to perpetrate”.

IRAN-ISRAEL WAR

[ranian military mocks Trump's claim of US-Iran negotiations

Tehran (TSIT) The Trump
administration has offered a
15-point ceasefire plan to Iran,
according to a person briefed
on the contours of the plan but
who was not authorised to
speak publicly about it.The
ceasefire plan was submitted
to Iran by intermediaries from
Pakistan, who have offered to
host renewed negotiations
between Washington and
Tehran.

The proposal comes as the
US military is preparing to call
up at least 1,000 more troops
from the 82nd Airborne
Division to supplement some
50,000 troops already in the
region.The New York Times
reported earlier on Tuesday

that the 15-point plan had been
delivered to Iranian officials.
The Pentagon is also in the
process of deploying a pair of
Marine Expeditionary Units
that will add about 5,000
Marines and thousands of sail-
ors to the region.Meanwhile,
an Iranian military spokesper-
son mocked US attempts at a
ceasefire deal on Wednesday,
insisting that the Americans
were only negotiating with
themselves.t Col Ebrahim
Zolfaghari, a spokesperson for
the Iranian military's Khatam
Al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters, made the state-
ment in a pre-recorded video
aired on state television.
Zolfaghari's statement came

shortly after the Trump admin-
istration sent a 15-point cease-
fire plan to Iran through

Pakistan."Our first and last
word has been the same from
day one, and it will stay that

way: Someone like us will
never come to terms with
someone like you," Zolfaghari
said. "Not now, not ever." —
with Agencies

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
briefed Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman about
Islamabad's diplomatic efforts
to de-escalate the tenuous West
Asia situation. Sharif, in a
statement on X, reiterated
Pakistan's strong condemna-
tion of the recent attacks on
the Kingdom and reaffirmed
Islamabad's unwavering soli-
darity and unequivocal sup-
port for Saudi Arabia in these
challenging times. "I also
briefed His Royal Highness on

Pakistan's diplomatic out-
reach efforts for regional peace
and stability. We agreed to
remain in close coordination,"
he said. Sharif'said that during
the call, he appreciated the
Kingdom's restraint and, "I
stressed the urgent need for
de-escalation", and an end to
hostilities.

Dubai: At least 1,000 troops
from the 82nd Airborne
Division will be sent to the
Mideast in the coming days,
three people with knowledge
ofthe plans told The Associated
Press. The Pentagon is also in
the process of deploying two
Marine units that will add
about 5,000 Marines and thou-
sands of sailors to the region.
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IndiGo appoints former Air India
Express MD Aloke Singh as CSO

NEW DELHI:

sition within the airline.

Singh is set to take over from April 6,
when he will head long-term strategy and
enterprise transformation.

The appointment comes as India's
largest airline by market share under-
goes a leadership transition.

Former chief executive Pieter Elbers
stepped down earlier this month, which
led to a reshuffle within the senior lead-

ership team.

Singh will initially report to Rahul
Bhatia, the managing director,
transitioning to the incoming chief exec-
utive once a successor is appointed.

The step indicates a structured ap-
proach to maintaining leadership con-
tinuity and enhancing strategic clarity
during organisational shifts.

With more than 30 years in the avia-
tion sector, Singh most recently served as
managing director of Air India Express,
enhancements
and growth over a five-year period.

He has previously served in senior
capacities at Air India and Oman Air,
building experience across full-service
and low-cost aviation segments.

overseeing operational

InterGlobe Aviation Ltd.,
the operator of IndiGo, has named for-
mer Air India Express managing director
Aloke Singh as its chief strategy officer
(CSO) as part of a wider leadership tran-

The ieadership changes come after
a challenging phase for IndiGo, which

faced one of the most significant disrup-

tions in its two-decade history in late
2025. The airline has since stabilised op-
erations and is now focused on long-term

growth and efficiency.

before

ership

Strengthening the strategy function
reflects a shift toward centralised plan-
ning and execution led by transforma-
tion amid rising competition in both do-
mestic and global markets.

IndiGo's efforts to maintain lead-
continuity while

sharpening

strategic focus will be closely observed in

next.

the near term.
chief executive, Singh is set to play an
important role in shaping what comes

In the absence of a new

As IndiGo reassesses its leadership
and operational
is likely to remain on global expansion
tempered by cost discipline, an approach
central to its business model.

strategies, emphasis

WB elections: Abhishek starts campaign

KOLKATA: Trinamool
Congress leader Abhishek
Banerjee outlined five key
welfare pledges as he began
campaigning for the West
Bengal Assembly polls on
Tuesday from the South 24
Parganas district's Pathar-
pratima, setting a target of
winning the seat by a margin
of more than 40,000 votes.

Canvassing for party can-
didate Samir Kumar Jana,
the TMC national general
secretary said the election
would be an opportunity to
"teach the BJP a lesson" and
asserted his party would re-
turn to power in the state for
a fourth consecutive term.

"The victory margin in
Patharpratima must cross
40,000 this time," said the
nephew of TMC supremo
and West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

In the 2021 Assembly
polls, TMC won the seat
by 22,134 votes. Jana has
been representing the seat
in the Assembly since 2011,
when the TMC unseated the

il

CPI(M)-led Left Front in the
state..

Highlighting the party's
development record and
future roadmap, Abhishek
Banerjee, the Lok Sabha MP
from Diamond Harbour, an-
nounced what he termed the
TMC's "five pledges" if the
party returns to power.

These include continu-
ing the Lakshmir Bhandar
scheme, providing finan-
cial assistance to women,
ensuring pucca houses for

all under housing schemes,
doorstep delivery of health-
care services, piped drinking
water to every household
even if the Centre withholds
funds, and old-age pension
for all senior citizens within
five years.

He also said that if the
TMC forms the government
again, the state would in-
troduce a Rs 30,000 crore
agriculture budget aimed at
strengthening rural liveli-
hoods and boosting farmers'

incomes.

Banerjee acknowledged
concerns over healthcare
services in Patharpratima
and said the incumbent
TMC's manifesto already
included a commitment to
taking healthcare to people's
doorsteps and establishing
'Sebashray’ facilities in every
block.

Launching the campaign
from Patharpratima, which
falls under his Diamond
Harbour Lok Sabha constit-
uency, he said the campaign
would conclude in Diamond
Harbour ahead of the assem-
bly polls.

Reiterating the TMC's
frequent charge against the
BJP-led Union government,
Banerjee accused the Centre
of withholding funds meant
for several welfare schemes
in West Bengal.

"The Centre has stopped
funds for the rural housing
scheme, the 100-day job
programme, road projects,
Sarva Shiksha Mission and
drinking water schemes. De-

from Pathapratlma declares 5 pledges

spite this, development work
has continued," he said.

Banerjee claimed that de-
velopment in Patharpratima
over the past 15 years under
the TMC dispensation was
"10 times" what had been
achieved between Indepen-
dence and 2011.

He also said the demand
for a bus terminus in Pathar-
pratima would be examined
through a survey and taken
up if found feasible.

During the rally, Banerjee
also referred to the contro-
versy surrounding the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls, alleging
that anxiety over possible
deletion of names had led to
several deaths in the district.

"There is no value for hu-
man life for the BJP, but for
us every life is precious," he
said.

The rally witnessed heavy
mobilisation of TMC work-
ers in the area, with elabo-
rate security arrangements
and a helipad set up near the
venue for Banerjee's arrival.

Rohini Bar calls for strike
over police inaction after
lawyer's kin shot dead

NEW DELHI: The Rohi-
ni Court Bar Association
(RCBA) on Tuesday called
for a strike on March 25 to
protest police inaction after
a brutal attack at an advo-
cate's house, which resulted
in his brother being shot
dead.

On March 19, miscre-
ants attacked the house of
Advocate Pawan Bhardwaj,
which resulted in his broth-
er's death, while his father
and nephew suffered bullet
injuries.

The executive committee
of RCBA noted that even
though the incident had
been captured on nearby
CCTV cameras, police had
not arrested a single person
involved in the attack in the
six days following the inci-
dent.

RCBA  strongly con-
demned the attack and re-
quested senior police offi-
cials to take immediate and
proper action.

“Accordingly, it has been
unanimously resolved that
a Strike/Abstinence from
Work is called for tomor-
row, i.e., 25th March 2026
to show solidarity and
brotherhood among the
members of the fraterni-
ty,” RCBA said in its notice,
signed by President Rajiv
Tehlan and Honorary Sec-
retary Pardeep Khatri.

"All members are re-
quested to support Advo-
cate Pawan Bhardwaj and
his family in this difficult
time and to cooperate," they
added.

They clarified that bail
and stay matters will re-
main exempted from the
strike.

They also requested the
Principal District and Ses-
sion Judge of North and
North West districts, along
with the judicial officers of
the two districts, to cooper-
ate and not pass any adverse
order during the strike.

Kharge questions Govt on Energy crisis,

Diplomacy after PM’s West Asia statement

NEW DELHI: Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge on
Tuesday sharply criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s recent address in the Rajya
Sabha, calling it “an exercise in
obfuscation” and demanding
answers to what he described as
“three fundamental questions”
on India’s foreign policy, energy
security and the safety of Indian
maritime interests amid the on-
going West Asia conflict.

In a statement posted on X,
Kharge said the Prime Minis-
ter’s 20-minute speech failed to
provide clarity at a time when
the country is facing mounting
challenges due to the conflict,
which has now stretched be-
yond three weeks and triggered
a global energy crisis.

“The 20-minute statement
by Prime Minister Modi in the
Rajya Sabha was, at best, an ex-
ercise in obfuscation,” Kharge

ment must explain whether In-
dia’s long-standing strategic au-
tonomy has been compromised.
He alleged that the Prime Min-
ister’s “inconsistent and swing-
ing diplomatic posture” had
altered the balance of India’s
foreign policy, particularly af-
ter his recent engagement with
Israel. “Why did the Prime
Minister fail to take Parliament
and the nation into confidence
about this apparent shift, and
what concrete steps have been
taken to restore India’s strategic
autonomy?” he asked.

Raising concerns over mar-
itime security, Kharge claimed
that dozens of Indian-flagged
vessels remain stranded in the
Strait of Hormuz despite diplo-
matic outreach. “Nearly 37—40
Indian-flagged ships, carrying
around 1,100 sailors, remain
stranded... Why has India failed
to secure safe passage for its

ing the situation with what he
described as smoother transit
for countries such as China,
Russia and Japan.

The Congress chief also ques-
tioned the government’s claims
of diversifying energy imports,
a key point highlighted by Modi
in Parliament. “If diversifica-
tion has been achieved, why are
citizens still facing shortages,
long queues, black marketing,
and sharp price rises across the
country?” Kharge said, seeking
detailed data on current suppli-
ers of crude oil, LNG and LPG
and the quantities being im-
ported.

He warned that India is con-
fronting a “deepening energy
crisis” and criticised the govern-
ment for what he termed inad-
equate preparedness. Referring
to the Prime Minister likening
the situation to the COVID-19
crisis, Kharge said, “The nation

ing during the pandemic... Is
the Prime Minister now sug-
gesting that 140 crore Indians
must once again fend for them-
selves?”

The remarks come a day after
Modi addressed the Lok Sabha
and reiterated the government’s
position on the West Asia con-
flict, emphasising diplomatic

|

measures and evacuation ef-
forts for Indian nationals. The
government has maintained
that it is in constant touch
with key stakeholders, includ-
ing Iran, Israel and the United
States, to push for de-escalation
and ensure safe shipping routes
through the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical artery for global energy

said, adding that the govern-

Administration issues strict directives, says
no unrest to be tolerated during Bengal polls

KOLKATA: The state ad-
ministration on Tuesday
issued strict directives to all
government departments,
employees and officials in
West Bengal, making it
clear that "no unrest will be
tolerated" during the up-
coming Assembly elections.

The instructions were is-
sued as part of the state and
the Election Commission of
India's coordinated efforts
to ensure a free and peace-
ful electoral process.

The communication em-
phasised a zero-tolerance
approach towards any dis-
ruption, and directed offi-
cials to strictly adhere to a
six-point guideline aimed at
maintaining law and order
during the polls.

The directives call for
a violence-free election,
clearly stating that vio-
lence in any form will not

NIRVACHAN SADAN

YA [l T

LECTION- GOMMISSION

OF
INDIA

be tolerated. Authorities
have also stressed ensuring
a fear-free environment,
where voters are not sub-
jected to intimidation.

"No provocation will be
allowed during the election
process, and any attempt
to disturb the atmosphere
must be dealt with firmly," a

senior bureaucrat said.

Special emphasis has
been laid on preventing
electoral malpractices such
as bogus voting, with offi-
cials asked to remain vigi-
lant.

The guidelines also man-
dated measures to prohib-
it booth capturing, booth

jamming and any unlawful
gathering at polling sta-
tions.

Additionally, stringent
action has been mandat-
ed against any attempt to
obstruct voters, including
intimidation,  preventing
them from stepping out to
vote or "source jamming".

"All such incidents must
invite strict action in accor-
dance with the law," the of-
ficial said.

The administration has
directed that these instruc-
tions be communicated to
every government employ-
ee, with departments re-
quired to send compliance
reports to a designated
email ID.

Meanwhile, additional
central forces are being de-
ployed across the state to
ensure there are no security
lapses.

own vessels?” he said, contrast-

cannot forget the tragic suffer-

engagement,

energy security

supplies.

Influential Mizoram student group
issues code of conduct for tourists

AIZAWL: Mizoram's apex student
body, the Mizo Zirlai Pawl (MZP),
on Tuesday issued an advisory for
tourists, emphasising the need for
cultural sensitivity and social et-
iquette as visitor numbers in the
state continue to climb.

In a statement, the influential
student body underscored that
while Mizoram remains a welcom-
ing destination, visitors must prior-
itise respect for the Mizo way of life.

The advisory covers digital con-
tent creation, the protection of vul-
nerable groups, and strict adher-
ence to legal entry requirements.

Expressing specific concern re-
garding social media creators, the
MZP has cautioned non-locals
against producing digital material
that could "malign the Mizo people,
their religion, or their society."

The guidelines explicitly forbid
taking photographs or videos of pri-
vate residences and churches with-

out prior permission.

Furthermore, tourists are re-
quested to avoid "exaggerated or
inappropriate” behaviour in public
spaces and to portray the communi-
ty accurately rather than in a mis-
leading light.

The MZP stated it "strongly dis-
approves" of the unauthorised film-
ing of women and children, citing
concerns over public misconcep-
tions.

The organisation also discour-
aged the practice of "random street
interviews" by vloggers seeking in-
formation on Mizo heritage.

Instead, travellers are encour-
aged to consult "knowledgeable and
authoritative sources" to ensure the
dissemination of accurate historical
and cultural data, the organisation
said.

"Mizos are protective of their
women and children,"” the state-
ment said, adding that the local

community or legal authorities
would take necessary action against
any inappropriate behaviour.

The MZP noted that mutual re-
spect is a "cornerstone of life in
Mizoram" and stated it would not
tolerate the disrespectful treatment
of workers in the transport sector.

The organisation reminded all
visitors of the mandatory Inner Line
Permit (ILP) requirement for entry
into Mizoram.

The student group said that
while it supports the government's
tourism initiatives, the people's
hospitality should not be mistak-
en for weakness, and local cultural
boundaries must remain respected.

Mizoram is steadily emerging as
the fastest-growing tourist destina-
tion in the Northeast, catalysed by
the railway connectivity and a surge
in high-value infrastructure invest-
ments, Governor VK Singh had said
in the assembly last month.

Seat-sharing talks with
smaller parties infinal
stages, says AIADMK chief

CHENNAI: AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami on Tuesday
said seat-sharing talks with
allied parties like TMC(M)
and 1JK were nearing com-
pletion. Releasing the par-
ty's poll manifesto for the
April 23 Assembly elections,
Palaniswami told reporters:
"Seat sharing talks with
smaller parties are in the fi-
nal stages. Negotiations are
going on with Tamil Maan-
ila Congress-Moopanar, Pu-
ratchi Bharatam party and
1JK. We will announce it
in a day or two." Following
Monday's announcement
regarding major NDA part-
ners such as BJP and PMK,
he said, "We will announce
specific constituencies for
the parties shortly."

India must strengthen cyber, electronic warfare
capabilities to counter threats: Arunachal guv

ITANAGAR: Arunachal
Pradesh Governor KT
Parnaik on Tuesday said
India must strengthen
cyber, space and electron-
ic warfare capabilities to
effectively counter any
potential threats from
neighbouring countries.
Addressing a two-day
seminar at Likabali Mil-
itary Station in Lower
Siang district on March 23
and 24, he stressed that
faster  decision-making,
unified command struc-
tures and improved logis-
tics are crucial for rapid
mobilisation of forces and
coordinated operations.
Highlighting the

changing nature of con-
flicts, he said India needs
to strengthen capabilities
in cyber defence, satellite
surveillance, electronic
warfare and Al-enabled
intelligence systems.

"Enhancing institu-
tions such as the Defence
Cyber Agency and the De-
fence Space Agency would
help secure communica-
tions, disrupt adversary
networks and maintain
information dominance,"
he added.

Sharing his experience
of more than four decades
in the armed forces, the
governor said strategic
cooperation with part-

ners such as the Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue
strengthens  deterrence
and stability in the In-
do-Pacific region.

"Joint exercises, intel-
ligence sharing and co-
ordinated maritime pres-
ence improve collective
preparedness and send a
clear signal against uni-
lateral aggression,” he
said, adding that strong
military readiness, tech-
nological superiority
and robust alliances will
help build an effective
deterrence framework to
safeguard national inter-
ests.

Drawing from his ex-

tensive service along the
northern borders from
Ladakh to  Arunachal
Pradesh, including ten-
ures in Bhutan, the gov-
ernor said China invests
heavily in cyber capabil-
ities, recognising cyber-
space as a key domain for
both defensive and offen-
sive operations.

He said the Chinese
military also prioritises
electronic warfare and
spectrum dominance,
employing electronic sur-
veillance, jamming and
countermeasures to dis-
rupt adversaries while
safeguarding its own
communications.

Police bust interstate investment
fraud racket, arrest 11 in New Delhi

NEW DELHI: Delhi Po-
lice has busted an alleged
interstate investment fraud
racket operating from Delhi
and Mumbai by arresting
11 accused involved in dup-
ing victims on the pretext of
high returns, an officer said
today. According to police,
the case came to light after
a 60-year-old man was al-
legedly cheated of Rs 22.67
lakh through an online in-
vestment scam.

“An e-FIR was registered
on November 21, 2025, after
the victim reported being
lured via a social media ad-
vertisement that misused a
minister’s speech to promote
Al-based trading,” said Amit
Goel, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South-west).

The victim was initially

persuaded to register on a
platform and was subse-
quently contacted by fraud-
sters posing as investment
advisors, the officer said.

Adding to his statement
further, he said that the vic-
tim was convinced to invest
funds in the name of a pri-
vate firm before cutting off
all communication.

“A special team tracked
the money trail and anal-
ysed digital evidence, lead-
ing to the identification of
a syndicate operating from
Rohini and Netaji Subhash
Place in Delhi,” the officer
mentioned.

While probing in this
case, raids were conducted
at both the locations that
resulted in the arrest of five
accused who were found

running a front office to
open and operate mule bank
accounts.

Further investigation
subsequently revealed a
larger network with links to
Mumbai.

“The cheated amount
was routed through multiple
bank accounts before reach-
ing a second-layer account
in Goregaon East,” the offi-
cer said.

Subsequent raids were
conducted in Rajasthan
which led to the arrest of
four more accused involved
in this case.

Police said the racket fa-
cilitated cyber fraudsters,
allegedly based in Cambo-
dia, by providing them with
bank accounts to route ille-
gal funds.
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West Asia war hits jasmine trade in
Tamil Nadu; growers face losses

CHENNAIL
prices have dropped
sharply across Tamil
Nadu due to a disruption
in exports, leaving grow-
ers facing losses, accord-
ing to a Daily Thanthi
report.

Traders said exports to
several Middle East coun-
tries have been affected
due to the war between
Iran and Israel. At the
same time, increased
arrivals in local markets
have added to the price
fall. In Sathyamangalam
flower market, around 15

Jasmine

tonnes of jasmine arrive
daily. The flowers are cur-
rently being sold at around
Rs 400 per kg and Rs 100
per padi(unit of measure-
ment). Farmers said they
need at least Rs 700 per kg
to make a profit and are
now incurring losses.
Tamil Nadu is one of the
largest producers of jas-
mine in the country, with
cultivation spread across
nearly 32,000 hectares.
Major growing regions
include Sathyamangalam,
Nilakottai, Madurai and
Tindivanam.

Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI
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CPM submits recommendations for law against honour
killings, seeks amendme

CHENNAL

CPM State secretary P
Shanmugam on Wednesday said the party had
submitted a detailed set of recommendations
before the Justice KN Basha Commission,
constituted by the Tamil Nadu government to
examine the need for a separate law to prevent
honour Kkillings.Addressing reporters after
appearing before the Commission, he said the
party had placed comprehensive suggestions
before the Commission on the provisions to be
included in a separate law, as well as amend-
ments required in existing marriage laws.

He pointed out that victims of honour-based
violence often lack safe shelter and are forced
to stay in party offices or with well-wishers.

He stressed the need for State-supported
protection, including safe accommodation and

Will 'liar' Edappadi apologise now: DMK

on

CHENNAI: The DMK on
Wednesday lashed out at the
AJIADMK, seeking to know
whether former Chief
Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami would tender a
public apology following the
conviction of nine police-
men in the Sathankulam
custodial deaths case.

In its party organ,
'Murasoli', the DMK said the
recent court verdict con-
cerning the 2020 custodial
deaths of a father-son duo in
Thoothukudi district,
"exposes the brutal adminis-
tration" of Palaniswami,
who held the Home portfolio
at that time.

Murasoli highlighted the
contrast between the court
findings of overnight police

torture of Jeyaraj and
Bennix and Palaniswami's
initial statements.

It labelled Palaniswami a
liar' for his initial handling
of the case and charged him
with 'trying to shield' the
perpetrators. "What state-
ment did Palaniswami
issue? He tried to cover up

the murder of Jayaraj and
Bennix," it alleged.

The DMK mouthpiece fur-
ther claimed that it was due
to relentless pressure from
party president MK Stalin,
who was the then Leader of
Opposition, that the case
was handed over to the CBI.

"Only after that did

Santhakulam case verdict

Palaniswami reluctantly
agree to hand over the case
to the central agency. That is
why the truth has come to
light," it added and asked,
"Will Palaniswami tender
an apology now? "

A court in Madurai had
on March 23 found all nine
accused policemen in the
case guilty of the custodial
deaths of Jayaraj and
Bennix in Thoothukudi dis-
trict. The First Additional
District and Sessions Court
Judge G Muthukumaran
declared that the prosecu-
tion had proved its case and
held the policemen guilty.
The quantum of sentence to
the convicted policemen
will be pronounced on
March 30.

Wi Y

assured livelihood, such as permanent employ-
ment. He noted that the right to choose a part-
ner and marry is guaranteed under Article 19
of the Constitution and described honour kill-

ey

He also called for the removal of certain provi-
sions in the Special Marriage Act, 1954, particu-
larly those mandating a 30-day public notice and

nts to marriage provisions

allowing objections, arguing that these provisions
undermine individual freedom and can be mis-

Tamil Nadu: Lorry rams into youths en
route to Puducherry on bike

CHENNALI Two youths
were Killed in an accident
after a lorry rammed into
their bike on the Palar

River flyover near
Mamandur in
Chengalpattu district on
Wednesday.

The deceased were
Abinesh and John
Charles, both around 25
years old, from
Thiruvalur, who were

travelling on a bike near
the Palar river. The police
said a lorry coming from
behind at high speed
reportedly crashed into
their vehicle, throwing
them off the bike.

Both of them sustained
severe injuries and died
on the spot. The police
said the victims were

wearing helmets at the
time of the accident.

Preliminary inquiries
revealed that the duo had
started from Avadi in the
morning and were head-
ing towards Puducherry
via the Chennai-Tiruchy
National Highway.

On information, the
Padalam police rushed to
the spot, recovered the
bodies, and sent them to

the Chengalpattu
Government Hospital for
post-mortem examination.
The lorry driver managed
to escape from the spot,
and the police have regis-
tered a case. A search is
under way to nab the miss-
inglorry driver. Following
the accident, the traffic
was affected on the
Mamandur flyover for
nearly an hour.

used to prevent inter-caste or inter-faith marriag-
es.Recalling earlier positions, Shanmugam said
both the ATADMK and DMK had maintained that
a separate law was unnecessary. However, follow-
ing continued incidents, Left and VCK leaders met
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, leading to the forma-
tion of the Commission, which he termed a pro-
gressive step. Expressing confidence in the panel,
he urged the government to enact a strong law at
the earliest. Commenting on the ATADMK'’s elec-
tion manifesto, Shanmugam said it lacked sub-
stantive measures to address core issues such as
employment generation and industrial growth.
He alleged that the document focused largely on
populist promises aimed at attracting voters.

Maoist activist
Roopesh walks free
after 11 years in jail

CHENNAL A week after the
Madurai Bench of the Madras
High Court granted bail to
Roopesh, a Maoist ideologist
convicted under provisions of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) and
various sections of the Indian
Penal Code, suspending his
sentence pending disposal of
his criminal appeal, he was
released on bail from Viyyur
jail in Kerala on Tuesday. He
was arrested by Tamil Nadu
police near Coimbatore 11
years ago in a major opera-
tion. A Division Bench com-
prising Justice N Anand
Venkatesh and Justice P
Dhanabal passed the order
while allowing a criminal mis-
cellaneous petition filed by
Roopesh alias Prasanth alias
Praveen.

New algorithm can produce better images to study ultracold
atoms that exhibit quantum mechanics governed properties

cientists have designed a
new image-correction
technique capable of get-
ting better images during
the study of cold atoms or atoms
at absolute zero temperature.
The technique can get rid of 50
percent unwanted interference
fringes in the images which are
important for understanding the
intriguing quantum mechanics
governed properties of atoms at
cold temperature better. At low
temperatures near absolute zero,
original properties of atoms
based on classical mechanics are
replaced and then governed by
the laws of quantum mechanics.
They hold potential to offer a
possibility to study and better
understand the atomic proper-
ties at such low temperatures.
The commonly used tech-
niques for the study of ultracold
atoms is by deploying magneto-
optical traps with high-power
laser cooling techniques. Cold
atoms of elements like sodium,
potassium, rubidium are com-
monly studied. Detection tech-
niques, namely the fluorescence,
absorption or phase-contrast
imaging techniques are used. Of
these, the imaging through fluo-
rescence or absorption tech-
niques are widely used.However,
the images obtained using these
techniques often suffer due to
unwanted interference fringes
which are unwanted dark-bright
patterns imprinted on the actual
images, thus lowering the quali-
ty of results obtained. The pres-
ence of unwanted interference
fringes has the potential to derail
the accurate calculation of
important parameters -- the atom
number, temperature, dynamics
in smaller timescales, etc.In
order to address this interfer-
ence problem, a research group

Scientists have designed a new
image-correction technique capa-
ble of getting better images dur-
ing the study of cold atoms or
atoms at absolute zero tempera-
ture. The technique can get rid
of 50 percent unwanted interfer-
ence fringes in the images which
are important for understanding
the intriguing quantum mechanics
governed properties of atoms at
cold temperature better. At low
temperatures near absolute zero,
original properties of atoms
based on classical mechanics are
replaced and then governed by
the laws of quantum mechanics.
They hold potential to offer a pos-
sibility to study and better under-
stand the atomic properties at
such low temperatures.

at the Raman Research Institute
(RRI), an autonomous institute
of the Department of Science and
Technology has developed an
image-correction solution.

The newly developed algo-
rithm is based on the existing
eigen-face recognition coupled
with smart masking technique
aimed to obtain images with
minimal interference fringes.
This eigen-face recognition is
quite similar to finding a correct
image of a person or an object
from a group of images based on
objects features. Our cell phones
use this as a base technology,
however modern-day smart-
phones have modified this with
additional machine-learning
based technology to improve the
feature, but the idea remains the
same.

“While dealing with the cold
atoms, it is necessary to calcu-
late the Optical Density (OD)
from which one can determine
the temperature, size, density
and other useful parameters,”
said Gourab Pal, a PhD student
at the QuMix lab, RRI. In this
algorithm, researchers need to
calculate an important parame-
ter known as the Optical Density,
which is the logarithmic subtrac-
tion of two frames -- one contain-
ing the cold cloud (denoted as S)
and other is the probe light
(denoted by L).

Under ideal circumstances,
both the L and S frames have
identical interference fringes,
which when logarithmically sub-
tracted result in the removal of
fringes.

“But in reality, while working
in lab, these frames do not show-
case identical interference fring-
es, making the situation chal-
lenging and requiring a de-fring-
ing method to obtain a clean
Optical Density,” explained Pal,
who is first author of the paper
titled ‘Efficient denoising of cold
atom images using optimised
eigenface recognition algorithm’.

In the paper published recent-
ly in the journal Applied Optics,
RRI team has claimed that the
proposed technique could reduce
the interference fringes in the
absorption imaging of cold atoms
by nearly 50 percent. In addition,
there was a marked improve-
ment, of the order of 50 percent,
obtained in the temperature
uncertainties in cold Rubidium
atoms, when this algorithm was
applied.

Scientists argue that the
absorption imaging technique is
popular in the cold atom commu-
nity and has a wide range of
applications.

“This is particularly useful
where the number of atoms is
fewer. Absorption imaging can
be used to find the density pro-
file of cold and ultracold atoms.
In this technique, we find the
temperature of a cold atom
cloud via time-of-flight mea-
surements. The basic of the
quantum gas microscopy is the
absorption imaging. In addi-
tion, this method is used to per-
form in-situ measurements of
trapped atoms,” said co-author
of the paper, Saptarishi
Chaudhuri, head QuMix labora-
tory, RRI. The absorption imag-
ing technique is best suited
when atom numbers under
study are small. Thereby, it can
be deployed to calculate the den-
sity profile of cold and ultracold
atoms and the temperature of a
cold atom cloud via time-of-
flight measurements.

International collaboration of physicists achieves first

successful laser cooled Positronium, a short-lived
atom significant for quantum studies

For the first time, an international collaboration of
researchers has successfully demonstrated the laser
cooling of Positronium, a short-lived hydrogen-like
atom that provides an ideal testing ground for bound-
state quantum electrodynamics. The Antihydrogen
Experiment: Gravity, Interferometry, Spectroscopy
AEgIS) collaboration has performed complex experi-
ments at the European Organization for Nuclear
Research (CERN) in order to obtain this break-
through. The results could pave the way for taking up
advanced studies leading to improved understanding
of the physical nature, comprising matter and anti-
matter facilitated through the interactions between
light and charged matter.

Positronium is a fundamental
atom that comprises an electron
(e-) and a positron (e+). Electrons
and positrons are leptons, and they

alignment design a very challeng-
ing task.”In the recently published
paper in the Physical Review
Letters, the AEgIS team has
described the laser cooling of
Positronium atoms achieved from
~380 Kelvin (106.85 degrees Celsius)
to ~170 Kelvin (minus 103.15
degrees Celsius), using a 70-nano-
second pulsed alexandrite-based
laser system. The experiment was
done under the very challenging
circumstances of an accelerator

beam hall, rather than within the
confines of a very well controlled
laboratory. In every part of the
experiment -- be it the input beams,
the lasers, laser alignment, timing
and control systems, detection
techniques, etc. required techno-
logical innovations to make the
science a reality, said Professor
Rangwala, one of the co-authors of
the paper titled ‘Positronium laser
cooling via the 13S-23P transition
with a broadband laser pulse’.

interact through electro-
magnetic and weak forces.
A usual atom is made up of
a mixture of baryons and
leptons. Since Positronium
is only made up of elec-
trons and positrons, and
no usual nuclear matter, it
has the unique distinction
of being a purely leptonic
atom. Sadiq Rangwala,
Professor, Light and
Matter Group at Raman
Research Institute (RRI),
an autonomous institute of
the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) of
the Government of India,
is part of the AEgIS collab-
oration that comprises
physicists from 19
European groups and one
Indian group.

Professor Rangwala is
leading the Indian effort in
the AEgIS collaboration
with key contributions in
various areas including
the design of diagnostics
for laser beam alignment
deployed in the laser setup
at the CERN accelerator.

Even though this field
has been under active
research since the late
1980s, several technologi-
cal innovations and manu-
facturing of cutting-edge
lasers finally facilitated
the laser cooling of
Positronium. Over the past
several years, the AEgIS
team performed multiple
experimental runs at the
accelerator hall of CERN.
Here physicists had to
introduce numerous tech-
nological and engineering
solutions to achieve this
goal.

Describing the challenge
of designing the laser diag-
nostics, Professor
Rangwala said, “The lasers
were either deep in the
ultraviolet or in the infra-
red frequency bands, thus
made the overall laser
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POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

WHEREAS, The Authorized Officer of Assets Care & Reconstruction Enteprise Ltd. acting in its capacity as trustee of Trusts as
mentioned below / Original Lender, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers to recover repay the amount as mentioned in the notice as below:

Sr. | Assignor Bank/ | Assigne- Borrowers Date of Notice Outstanding amountas mentioned
No | Original Lender ment issued under Sec. in the notice issued under Sec.
(TRUST) Agreement 13(2) of SARFAESI 13(2) of SARFAESI Act 2002.
date Act 2002.

1 |HDB Financial 28.03.2025 | 1) AMMAN FURNITUR, 18.08.2025 Rs. 2,54,16,034/- (Rupees Two Crore
Services Limited 2) VIDYA ARULRAJ, Fifty Four Lakh Sixteen Thousand
(ACRE 173 3) ARULRAJ and Thirty Four Only) against
TRUST) THANGADURAI, Loan Accounts No. 3606260 as on

4) JAYAVANI ARULRAJ

01.08.2025 and interest thereon

Description Of Immovable Prope!
No.173/12A, Ward No 04, Admeasuri
District-621212, Measurement Of 1st
On The Both Side 35'.

rty- Old Door No. 229/2A1,12A, New Door

ng Area Of Land 956 Sq.ft Mettu Street, Perambalur North Village & Taluk, Preambalur
Item Property, East West Measurement On Both Side 16’, North South Measurement

No.51, S.F.no.307/12, New R.D.S.F.

2 |Piramal Finance | 28.03.2025
Ltd. (formerly
known as
Piramal Capital
and Housing
Finance Ltd. And
erstwhile Deewan
Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd.)
(ACRE 174
TRUST)

1) MR. KANNAN C,
2) AMARAVATHI

02.09.2025 agaisnt
Loan Account No.
3400000960 and
10.09.2025 against
Loan account no.
3400000961

Rs. 31,51,972/- (Rupees Thirty
One Lakhs Fifty One Thousand
Nine Hundred and Seventy Two
Only) against Loan Account No.

3400000960 as on 26.08.2025
and interest thereon and Rs.
20,16,820.91/-  (Rupees  Twenty

Lakhs Sixteen Thousand Eight
Hundred Twenty and Paise Ninety
One Only) against Loan account no.

3400000961 as on 08.09.2025

Description Of Immovable Property- Part |. Description Of The Property : ‘A’ Schedule : Tiruchy District, Srirangam
Taluk, Woraiyur Sub Registration District, Manikandam Panchayat Union, Somarasampettai Panchayat, Somarasampettai
Village, Survey No.23/9 Hectare 0.62.5 Ares Equivalent To Acre 1.54 Cents In Which, Acre 0.25 %; Cents Land In Which, 5590
Sq. Ft. Vacant Plot Within The Following Four Boundaries:- Item No.1:- Plot Nos.5 And 6 North By: Road, South By: : 2nd
Item, Plot No.7 East By: Mariyayee Plot, West By: 20’ Feet Road, An Extent Of East West On Both Sides 43 Feet, North South
On Both Sides 74 Feet Totaling An Extent Of 3182 Sq. Ft. Item No.2:- Plot No.7 North By: Plot No.6, South By: Panchayat
Lands East By: Mariyayee Plot West By: 20’ Feet Road, An Extent Of East West On Both Sides 43 Feet, North South On Both
Sides 56 Feet Totaling An Extent Of 2408 Sq. Ft. Thus, ltem Nos. 1 And 2 Totaling An Extent Of 5590 Sq. Ft. ‘B’ Schedule :
1. Out Of The Above Said ‘A’ Schedule Properties An Extent Of 5590 Sq. Ft. An Undivided 1/18th Share Equivalent To 310.56
Sq. Ft. (28.86 Sq. Mt.) 2. Out Of The Above Said ‘A’ Schedule Properties An Extent Of 5590 Sq. Ft. An Undivided 1/18th Share
Equivalent To 310.56 Sq. Ft. (28.86 Sq. Mt.) ‘C’ Schedule : 1. An Apartment Plinth Area Of 947 Sq. Ft. Flat Bearing Flat
No.f5 (First Floor) Proposed To Be Constructed In The Scheme Known As “Sri Ganesh” 2. An Apartment Plinth Area Of 947
Sq. Ft. Flat Bearing Flat No.f6 (First Floor) Proposed To Be Constructed In The Scheme Known As “Sri Ganesh” Respectively.

3 |IDFC First Bank
(ACRE 158
TRUST)

19.06.2025

1) Sathishkumar B,
2) Prakashraj B

25.10.2025

Rs. 3,08,012.19 (Rupees Three Lakhs
Eight Thousand Twelve and Paise
Nineteen Only) against loan account
no. 63702334 as on 24.10.2025 along

with interest thereon.

Survey No.206/9A And 206/18A.

Description Of Immovable Property- Trichirappalli Registration District And Mannachanallur Taluk And Mannachanallur
Sub-Registration District And Situated At Kalpalayam Village And Comprised With S.n0.206/18 Having An Extent Acre 0.28
Cents And S.n0.206/9 Having An Extent Acro 0.15 Cents And And Has Been Developed Framed Into Layout And Converted
Into Housing Sites Used Name As “Sakthi Nagar C Block Extension” Upon That Plot No.51 Admeasuring 1200 Square Feet
Bounded On The, North By : Plot No.36, South By : 20 Feet East To West Layout Road, East By : Plot No.52, West By : Plot
No.50 Within This: East To West 30 Feet On The North East To West 30 Feet On The South, South To North 40 Feet On The
East, South To North 40 Feet On The West, Measuring In All Of 1200 Square Feet. The Property Having Its New Sub Division

Agreement as mentioned above.

the Secured Assets.
Date: 25.03.2026
Place: Tamil Nadu

The Original Lenders as mentioned above had assigned all its rights, title and interest of the above loan accounts in favor of Assets
Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Limited acting in its capacity as trustee of TRUSTs (“ACRE") by way of an Assignment

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein above in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section
(4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on 20.03.2026.

The Borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of Assets Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Ltd., acting as trustee of Trusts for total
outstanding amounts and interest thereon as mentioned above.
The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the Act in respect of time available, to redeem

Assets Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Ltd.
Acting in its capacity as trustee of TRUSTS as mentioned above

Sd/-
Authorized officer
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A Northern Discomfort for

Mamata Banerjee

There is a particular weather to political voyages: not the weather the meteorologist reads,
but the climate that surrounds a leader as she steps from the capital, Kolkata, into places that
hold both memory and mystery. Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's sudden pivot
north after unfurling the Trinamool Congress manifesto in Kolkata last week felt like that
kind of atmospheric change - as if the very air of West Bengal had shifted its axis, and she,
who has long been mistress of the south (Central Bengal) and the city (Greater Kolkata

region and the metropolis), was now testing the gusts of a different wind.

There are journeys that are outward but inward at the same time - trains that are maps of
the self, landscapes that reflect an inner composition. Banerjee's barnstorming of North
Bengal over the past three days has a similar double vision. On the surface, it is a tautly
strategic exercise: rallies in Maynaguri, Dabgram-Fulbari, Naxalbari; speeches on the
grounds of Jabravita High School and Nandaprasad High School; logistics checked and
rechecked by cops and administrators. Underneath, though, there is an old story being
reread - of a leader known for populist intimacy, threading herself through markets and

alleys, now reaching for constituencies that have long been resistant to her voice.
Mamata Faces a Challenge From Saffron, Not Erstwhile 'Red Brigade'

Historically, Naxalbari was the place where the CPI-ML had its genesis, hence the Naxalite
movement. But that was decades ago, in the era of 1967 to 1969, when the Maoists under
Charu Mazumdar and Kanu Sanyal had begun the peasant uprising. Mamata Banerjee, how-
ever, rushed to the erstwhile revolutionary zone not to face the gauntlet from the Red revolu-
tionaries but to meet an electoral challenge from a different hue: the Saffron brigade.
Numbers, of course, are blunt and crystalline companions to any political pilgrimage. In the
last assembly round, the TMC's wounds in the north were visible not just in seats but in the
geometry of votes: 23 seats out of 215 for Banerjee's TMC party, while the BJP pocketed 30 of
77 in that very region; a vote share where TMC's 44.53% faced the BJP's 42.27%, margins thin

enough to be measured in gestures and grievances.

North Is a Different Mood

If the map of Bengal is divided into quadrants of mood and memory, the north stands as a dif-
ferent country to which Mamata must now become an eligible immigrant: not only to be

seen, but to be heard, recognised, forgiven, persuaded.

There is a peculiar restlessness in Cooch Behar these days, as if a quiet tea-stall conversation
has spilled into the high rooms of power. The TMC - long accustomed to the rhythms of
Bengal's politics - now finds itself tugged in different directions, not by an external foe but by
the uneasy strains of its own inside chorus. With the assembly elections approaching, dissat-
isfaction has seeped into the veins of the party in the district, making what was once a sim-

ple contest into something knottier.

Consider Khokon Mian, whose resignation reads less like a rupture and more like a small,
telling admission of a larger unsettlement. Once a close companion of Rabindranath Ghosh -
the district's steady hand for more than 20 years - Mian has moved across the aisle to the
Congress Party. In such moments, allegiance shifts not because of one glaring betrayal but

because the ground beneath many feet feels less sure.

Ghosh himself, a former MLA and minister, has been quietly sidelined after the party
declined to give him the Natabari ticket. His response was characteristically low-key: a

retreat, a pause. "I am taking a break and am currently resting," he said.

But the unease is not his alone. A cluster of senior figures - former ministers like Binay
Krishna Barman and Jiten Barman, and Suchismita Deb Sharma, who leads the district's
women's wing - have also found themselves without tickets. They have not staged loud rebel-
lions; instead, their silence and absence from campaigning is conspicuous, a negative space

on the political canvas that observers cannot help but notice.

focuses on a different role.

Instrument Among Many

serving the Islamic

Advisors, Individuals

Ali Larijani, the Secretary of Iran's
Supreme National Security Council
and the man who Israeli reports
termed the “de facto” leader of Iran
since late 2025. On March 24, Iran
replaced him with Mohammad Bagar
Zolgadr. Zolgadr is a member of the
Expediency Discernment Council
(which reconciles disputes between
Parliament and the Guardianship
Council) and had earlier held the
Secretaryship of that Council under
Sadeq Larijani (Ali Larijani's brother)
as Chairman. Larijani himself had
been among the prominent faces of the
Iranian response to US/Israeli attacks
that began on February 28, and his for-
midable professional experience and
philosophical scholarship are, by now,
well-known. He served as Speaker in
Parliament (2008-2020), as a member of
the Expediency Discernment Council,
and as Advisor to Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei since 2020. But this article

B Authoritarianism Is Just One

Iran's system of government, a theoc-
racy superimposed on a working
democracy, has often been mistaken
as relying solely on authoritarian
hardline instruments in its domestic
and foreign policies. But for Tehran's
post-1979 rulers, authoritarianism has
only ever been one instrument among
many to serve one principal goal: pre-
Republic.
Functionally, this has not meant a dog-
matic hardline and conservative pos-
ture that is blind to popular resent-
ment and disquiet; this would never
work for a revolutionary government
that replaced a monarchy on the back
of national unrest. Rather, having
learnt key lessons from the Shah era,
the Iranian system found a way to let
popular pressures find their own
vents; for the elected institutions to
oscillate between Reformists and
Conservatives (Principlists). This is
even as the overall system ensured
that only those who ultimately proved
their belief in preserving the system's
fundamentals held office. A Club Of

Crucially, even as the Supreme Leader

is the highest political office in Iran,
the Leader's choices are also strongly
driven by which advisors/individuals
are more influentially dominant at
any given point, which has also meant
a constant tussle between camps.
Within this dialectical system, key
actors have long performed a ‘bridging
role', whether by design or by chance,
in determining Tehran's domestic and
foreign policies. Rather than their for-
mal positions, their strength is drawn
from proximity to the Supreme Leader
and the support they command within
sections of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (Sepah-e-Pasdaran) as
veterans of the force. Such actors dis-
play their unquestionable faith in the
broader Islamic Republic's governing
system and are affiliated with conser-
vative camps, but also adopt pragmat-
ic positions on specific issues. For
Iran's Principlists, such ‘pragmatic
conservatives' are also important to
undercut Reformist politics.

Competed With

B AliLarijani And Who He

Ali Ardashir Larijani was one such
actor, commanding support from a sig-
nificant section of the Sepah and com-
peting for influence with conserva-

tives Mohsen Rezai, Mohammad
Ghalibaf, and Mahmoud Ahmedinejad
(each of whom have their own bases in
the IRGC). Except Ahmedinejad, the
other three have all reflected their own
distinctive brands of pragmatic poli-
tics, with all four having engaged in
significant fraternal political fights
across the 2000s and 2010s. This has
often caused the Leader's intervention
to re-arrange their formal positions
and has occasionally also caused pub-
lic spats between these individuals
and formal state institutions.

In 2009, for instance, Larijani launched
a public tirade against the powerful
Guardian Council as well as the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting,
an organisation he formerly headed.
In that year of unprecedented domes-
tic political crisis due to widespread
electoral fraud - triggering demonstra-
tions termed the ‘Green Movement' -
Larijani maintained “that insofar as
enough people believed the election
was fraudulent that their opinion
should be respect
the Supreme Leader categorically
backed Ahmadinejad's election victo-
ry over Reformist candidate Mir
Hussein Mousavi, amidst a harsh
clampdown on protesters. Larijani's
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Inside Iran's 'Leader-Proof’ War Machine,
Designed To Absorb Every Blow

On March 17, an Israeli airstrike killed

approach to the Green Movement was

”.This was even as

atextbook example of his bridging role
as a pragmatic conservative. For any-
one else, it would arguably be political
suicide. There are numerous such
examples of positions that a hardliner
would not have been expected to other-
wise adopt.

B A Bridge' Himself?

That his proximity to the Leader grew
over the years instead of diminishing
is testimony to Larijani's relationship
with Khamenei as well as with the
informal structures of power within
the Islamic Republic. Larijani's record
of crafting and improving the
Republic's internal security strategy
(with stronger clampdowns on dis-
sent) as well as his experience in guid-
ing strategic choices (such as by over-
seeing nuclear negotiations during his
first SNSC Secretarial term; 2005-07)
also enhanced his significance.
Consequently, by late 2025, Larijani
was formally re-appointed as SNSC
Secretary and authorised to lead the
crackdown on massive protests that
shook Iran in late December and early
January (and which prompted
Trump's publicly stated interest in
attacking Iran). By March, just as the
Leader had turned to him earlier to
tackle internal threats in peacetime,
the system turned to him for tackling
external threats in wartime, post-
Khamenei's death. Formally, Iran is
presently governed by the Interim
Leadership Council. But given that the
system's composite units are facing a
moment of deep external crisis, the
influence of bridging actors has
increased exponentially, with the sys-
tem attributing them with decision-
making and nodal authority.

B After Larijani

Ali Larijani's successor, Mohammad
Zolgadr, is also an IRGC veteran but
not a bridging actor of Larijani's ilk.
However, his appointment is proof
that Iran's wartime posture is showing
significant continuity, without large-
scale changes. In 2002, as the US pre-
pared to invade Iraq, Zolgadr had out-
lined with striking precision the strat-
egy that Iran is presently following in
the current war.

Expensive fees of private

schools,

big claims and reality

y F
PRIYANKA
SAURABH

(Advertisements Guarantee Success,
But Results Matter—Are Parents
Getting Value for Their Money?)

In today's world, education is no
longer just a means of acquiring
knowledge, but has also become a
booming business. From cities to
small towns, the number of private
schools is constantly increasing, and
along with them, so are their promo-
tional strategies. Attractive adver-
tisements for schools are seen in
newspapers, billboards, social
media, and even at local events. Each
school bills itself as "the best," "a
future builder," and a "guarantee of
success." But the real question is: do
these claims match reality, or are
they simply a way to exploit the
expectations and emotions of par-
ents?

Today's parents are more aware than
ever, but they are equally concerned
about their children's future. They
want their children to attend a good
school, receive the best facilities, and
progress in life. This thinking often
leads them to spend beyond their
means. Many families pay their chil-
dren's fees by cutting back on their
own needs, taking out loans, or work-
ing extra. They believe that attend-
ing an expensive school means a bet-
ter education and guaranteed suc-
cess. Private schools understand this
psychology and exploit it to their
fullest in their advertising. They
prominently showcase their campus-
es, infrastructure, smart classrooms,

air-conditioned facilities, sports
activities, and other modern
resources. They also make tall

claims about success in competitive
examinations such as medical, engi-
neering, law, and defense services.
Advertisements often present the
achievements of a select few students
as if they reflect the school's overall

performance.

But when we examine these claims
more closely, a different picture
emerges. The reality is that the suc-
cess rate in competitive exams is
very low. Whether it's medical
entrance exams, prestigious engi-
neering exams, or exams related to
law and defense services—the num-
ber of students who succeed is often
limited. Sometimes, only a handful
of students manage to pass these
exams in an entire year. Therefore,
it's natural to question whether the
claims made by the school are true.
It's also important to note that
preparing for these competitive
exams isn't possible solely through
schooling. Most students seek out
separate coaching institutes, where
they are specifically prepared for
these exams. They invest additional
time, effort, and resources.
Therefore, if a school takes full cred-
it for these students' success, it could
be misleading to parents.

Board exam results are also a key
measure of a school's quality.
However, even here, it's often seen
that very few students achieve 90
percent or higher. The number of
students scoring above 95 percent is
even lower. If a school claims to be a
leading institution in its region, it's
expected that its results will be at a
similar level. However, this expecta-
tion often falls short.

The issue of fees is the most sensitive
aspect of this entire topic. Private
school fees are constantly rising, and
in many cases, they are beyond the
financial reach of middle-class fami-
lies. Beyond fees, there are numer-
ous additional expenses—such as
transportation, uniforms, books,
annual fees, activity fees, etc.
Overall, the cost of a child's educa-
tion becomes quite substantial.

It's important to understand that
schools require funding to operate.
Good teachers, modern facilities,
security, and co-curricular activities
all have an expense. But problems
arise when there's a mismatch
between fees and the quality of edu-
cation. If a school charges high fees,
it's not unreasonable to expect it to
provide the same level of quality.
Recognizing this problem, the gov-
ernment has enacted rules and regu-
lations to regulate fees in many
states. Fee regulation committees
have been established to prevent

arbitrary fee hikes by schools.
However, in practice, these regula-
tions appear to have limited impact.
Parents are often unaware of their
rights and are hesitant to speak out.
In this situation, the role of parents
becomes extremely important.
Instead of making decisions based
solely on advertisements, they
should seriously analyze the school's
actual performance, the quality of
the teachers, and past results. If pos-
sible, they should talk to other par-
ents and learn about their experi-
ences. It is essential to understand
the difference between the school's
claims and reality.

Additionally, if parents feel that the
school is not being transparent or
making false claims, they should
speak out collectively. Uniting forces
and demanding answers from the
school management, and filing a
complaint with the relevant educa-
tion authorities or board, if neces-
sary, can be an effective step. This
can not only resolve the problem but
also prevent similar situations in the
future.

It's also important that we don't limit
the definition of success solely to
marks and competitive exams. Every
child is unique, with varying inter-
ests and abilities. The goal of educa-
tion should not be merely passing a
single exam, but rather ensuring the
child's overall development. A good
school is one that helps children
become self-reliant, confident, and
responsible citizens.

In today's times, it's crucial to under-
stand that no school can guarantee
success. School merely provides a
platform from which a child begins
their journey. Their success depends
on their hard work, the guidance
they receive, and the environment
they are exposed to.

Ultimately, education should be
viewed as a service, not just a busi-
ness. Schools have a responsibility to
maintain transparency, be account-
able to their claims, and maintain
parental trust. Parents also have a
responsibility to be informed, make
informed decisions, and speak out
when necessary.

Only if balance and trust is main-
tained between these two parties,
can we create an education system
that can truly brighten the future of
children, and not just remain an
expensive affair.

How Minority Seats Could Decide
Who Wins Kerala This Time

Kerala is once again on the
cusp of a tightly fought elec-
toral contest, with the ruling
Left Democratic Front (LDF)
and the opposition United
Democratic Front (UDF)
locked in a familiar battle,
even as the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) attempts
to expand its footprint in a
state where it has historical-
ly struggled.

For decades, Kerala's poli-
tics followed a predictable
rhythm. Since 1982, voters
alternated between the LDF
and UDF every five years,
ensuring no government
grew too comfortable in
power. That pattern was dra-
matically broken in 2021
when the LDF, led by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
secured a second consecu-
tive term.

Now, as Vijayan completes a
decade in office at the age of
80, the question is whether
Kerala will revert to its
instinct for change.

Anti-Incumbency

There are early signs that
anti-incumbency is build-
ing. The UDF's strong per-
formance in the December
local body elections has
energised its cadre and

T
* limaeds LT A

revived hopes of a come-
back. After ten years out of
power, the Congress-led
alliance appears hungry.
The LDF has long been con-
sidered the 'majority’ party
of Kerala that enjoys Hindu
support, while the UDF
enjoys minority backing.
However, the BJP's rise in
the state has come at the
expense of the UDF, with the
saffron party pulling some
Hindu votes from the opposi-
tion bloc. The UDF has in its
fold the IUML and the
Kerala Congress, which
respectively cater to 27%

Muslims and 18%
Christians.
Kerala's Electoral
Geography

To understand Kerala's elec-
toral dynamics, one must
look beyond statewide nar-
ratives and examine its
zonal and demographic
structure.

The state is broadly divided
into three regions:

« North Kerala (48 seats):
Muslim-heavy, with around
47% Muslim population.
 Central Kerala (53 seats):
Christian-influenced, with
about 28% Christian popula-

tion.

» South Kerala (39 seats):
Predominantly Hindu, and
the BJP's strongest zone.

As much as 63% of the
Muslim population of the
state resides in the North,
while 56% of Christians
reside in the Central zone.

A few key districts are also
critical to the results:

Three districts, which have
more than 30% Muslim pop-
ulation Kasargod,
Kozhikode and Malappuram
- account for 34 seats.

Five districts - Eranukulam,
Idduki, Kottayam,
Pathnamthita have 33
seats, accounting for more
than 30% Christian popula-
tion

Five districts - Waynad,
Malappuram, Eranukulam,
Idduki, Kottayam - have 47
seats and make up for more
than 50% minority popula-

tion (Muslim + Christian)

Nine districts - Kasargod,
Kozhikode, Kannur,
Palakkad, Thrissur,

Alappuzha, Pathanamthitta,
Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram - are
Hindu-majority and account
for about 93 seats. The

Congress is considered tra-
ditionally strong in the
North zone. South has the
highest Hindu population,
and it's here that the BJP is
the strongest, though it has
also made some inroads in
the Christian belt, winning
the Thrissur Lok Sabha seat
from the Central zone. In
municipal corporations, it
successfully installed its

Mayor in
Thiruvananthapuram.

How LDF Broke The Trend
In 2021

In 2011, the UDF won the
elections narrowly, bagging
72 of the 140 seats, while the
LDF got 68. Of the 34 Muslim-
dominated seats, the UDF
won 20, while the LDF
bagged 14. Of the 33
Christian-dominated seats,
the UDF had won 22, while
the LDF had won 11. And, of
the 47 minority majority
seats (what are minority
majority seats), the UDF
won 37 - a strike rate of 79% -
while the LDF got just 10.
This gave an edge to the
UDF. In 2016, the LDF won
the elections as the trend of
alternate governments con-
tinued, getting 91 seats as
against the UDF's 49.
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STRENGTHENING GREEN LOGISTICS:

Maruti Suzuki’s Manesar in-plant automobile railway

siding crosses a

Business

milestone of 1 lakh vehicle dispatches
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1 lakh vehicles dispatched from India's largest automobile in-plant railway siding at Maruti Suzuki's Manesar plant within 9 months from start of operations. In June 2025,
The Hon'ble Union Minister far Railways, Information and Breadcasting, Electronics & Infermation Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw and Hon'ble Chief Minister of Haryana,
Shri Nayab Singh Saini flagged off the first train from the facility.

New Delhi, 25th March 2026:
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(“Maruti  Suzuki”) today
announced that the Manesar
in-plant railway siding has
attained a milestone of 1 lakh
vehicle dispatches since its
start of operations in June
2025. It has resulted in an esti-
mated avoidance of 16,800
metric tonnes* CO2e (carbon
dioxide equivalent).

The Manesar railway siding
is India’s largest automobile
in-plant railway facility and
the second PM GatiShakti in-
plant terminal for both the
auto industry and the
Company, after the Gujarat
railway siding. Several popu-
lar Maruti Suzuki models
such as Alto, WagonR,
Brezza, Dzire, Ertiga, Celerio,
XL6, Eeco, Super Carry etc.

manufactured at Company’s
Gurugram and Manesar
facilities have been dis-
patched from the siding
through more than 500 rakes
since it commenced opera-
tions. Through this in-plant
railway siding, the Company
is servicing 380 cities from 17
hubs via a dedicated hub and
spoke model.

Speaking on the milestone,
Mr. Hisashi Takeuchi,
Managing Director & CEO,
Maruti Suzuki India Limited,
said, “In June 2025, Hon’ble
Union Minister for Railways,
Information and
Broadcasting, Electronics &
Information  Technology,
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Haryana, Shri Nayab Singh
Saini inaugurated India’s

largest automobile in-plant
railway siding at our
Manesar plant. I am happy to
share that within a short
span of nine months, we have
dispatched 100,000 units,
through this siding. This ini-
tiative reinforces our com-
mitment to reduce carbon
footprint in vehicle dispatch-
es while easing overall road
congestion. At full capacity,
the Manesar siding has the
capability to dispatch 450,000
units annually.”

He added, “In CY 2025, the
Company set a record by dis-
patching over 5.85 lakh vehi-
cles through railways.
Interestingly, in the past
decade, our share of rail
mode in outbound logistics
has grown exponentially,
from 5% in 2016 to 26% in

Highlights
B MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA LIMITED
(“MARUTI SUZUKTI”) TODAY ANNOUNCED
THAT THE MANESAR IN-PLANT RAILWAY
SIDING HAS ATTAINED A MILESTONE OF
1 LAKH VEHICLE DISPATCHES SINCE IT'S
START OF OPERATIONS IN JUNE 2025.

2025. Going forward, we aim

Operator) license, back in

to scale up rail-based vehicle
dispatches from the current
26% 10 35% by FY 2030-31#, in
line with our commitment to
build efficient and sustain-
able logistics and contribute
to India’s net-zero ambi-
tion.”Maruti Suzuki is the
first automobile company to
obtain an AFTO
(Automobile-Freight-Train-

2013. Since FY 2014-15, Maruti
Suzuki has transported over
29.50 1akh vehicles via rail.
The Company’s green logis-
tics efforts align with UN
Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) No. 13 on climate
action, reinforcing the
Company’s vision for a clean-
er, greener, and more sus-
tainable future.

25th March, Mumbai,
India: Prolyte ORS, the
W.H.O. recommended
Oral Rehydration Salt
(ORS) formulation from
Cipla Health Limited, has
announced the launch of
the all-new Masala Guava
flavour. Designed with
Indian consumers at its
core, the new variant
brings together the
proven efficacy of ORS
with a taste rooted in
Indian palates, making
hydration not just effec-
tive but enjoyable deliv-
ering  both science-
backed relief and a famil-
iar taste.

With this launch, Cipla
Health reinforces its com-
mitment to the oral rehy-
dration category, where
Prolyte ORS has been a
trusted name for years.
The addition of the
Masala Guava variant
takes the portfolio to
eleven flavours, all root-

ed in science, while
evolving to meet the
growing demand for

hydration solutions that
deliver both effectiveness
and taste without com-
promise. Commenting on
the launch, Mr Shivam
Puri, CEO and MD of
Cipla Health, said,
“Hydration is a funda-
mental part of maintain-
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Cipla Health Strengthens
ProlyteORS Portfolio with
Launch of Masala Guava Flavour

ing overall health and
wellbeing, particularly in
a country like India
where climatic condi-
tions and active lifestyles
can increase the risk of
dehydration. ProlyteORS
has always stood for sci-
ence you can trust. With
Masala Guava as an addi-
tion, it will be a reason
for the consumers to
reach for it every day and
not just when they are
unwell, but as a smarter

* Instant hydration

* Restores electrolytes

* Low calorie drink

hydration habit built into
everyday life.” The new
variant is the outcome of
an extensive research and
development process that
balances strict formula-
tion accuracy with con-
sumer preferences. The
flavour has undergone
multiple rounds of testing
to ensure it meets quality
and efficacy benchmarks
while delivering a taste
that resonates  with
Indian consumers.

MARCOS PROMISES 'FLOW OF OIL' AS

PHILIPPINES DECLARES ENERGY EMERGENCY

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos says he is
working to secure new
sources of oil after he placed
the country under a state of
national energy emergency
in response to the war in Iran.
Marcos told Filipinos in a tel-
evised address that the gov-
ernment would procure one
million barrels of oil to add to
the current stock, which is
good for 45 days. "We will
have a flow of oil. Not just one
delivery, not two deliveries,
but a flow of oil-related prod-
ucts," he said. The
Philippines, which imports
98% of its oil from the gulf,
became the first country to
declare an energy emergency
after local diesel and petrol
prices more than doubled in
the country since the war
broke out on 28 February.
The US-Israel war with Iran
and the effective closure of
the Strait of Hormuz - a key
shipping route - have sent
shock waves through global
energy markets, causing
shortages and price rises.
Marcos said the emergency
declaration late Tuesday
would give the government
the legal authority to impose
measures to ensure energy

stability and protect the
broader economy. "Nothing
is off the table. We are looking
at everything we can do,
whatever suggestion, whatev-
er idea," he said. Philippine
Ambassador to the US Jose
Manuel Romualdez had told
Reuters that Manila was
working with Washington to
secure exemptions that
would allow the country to
import oil from US-sanc-
tioned  countries. The
Philippines is one of the US'
closest allies in the Pacific.
Under Marcos' order, a com-
mittee has been formed to
oversee the orderly distribu-
tion of fuel, food, medicines,
and other essential goods.
The government has also
been empowered to directly
purchase fuel and petroleum

products to shore up supplies.
The declaration will remain
in place for one year, unless it
is extended or lifted by the
president. It follows calls
from several senators, who
urged Marcos to acknowledge
the "emergency-level" hard-
ship faced by Philippine fami-
lies due to soaring oil prices.
The price of petrol and diesel
spiked again on Tuesday, ris-
ing to more than double its
pre-war level in February.
One of the country's main
labour  coalitions, the
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU)
strongly criticised the emer-
gency declaration, calling it
an "admission" that the gov-
ernment failed to address the
oil crisis. It also accused the
administration of downplay-
ing the situation earlier, say-

ing previous claims that
"everything is normal" were
misleading. The KMU also
raised concerns about what it
describes as "anti-worker pro-
visions" in the executive
order - particularly clauses
that could restrict activities
seen as disrupting economic
activity, including strikes.
They warn this could effec-
tively limit workers' ability to
protest at a time when fuel
prices are already hitting
incomes. But tycoon Manuel
V. Pangilinan, who chairs
major utilities companies, has
backed the emergency pow-
ers. In a statement, he said his
companies are feeling the
strain of rising energy costs
and warned the crisis is
beginning to affect business
operations, but added that the
government "should have
every option" available to
steer the economy through
what he described as a diffi-
cult period. Transport work-
ers and other groups includ-
ing ride hailing services are
planning a two-day strike on
Thursday and Friday, reflect-
ing wider anger over rising
fuel costs and what they see as
a slow or inadequate response
from the government.

SOUTH TECH HUB HYDERABAD RESHAPE
INDIA’S URBAN ECONOMY: REPORT

Hyderabad/Bengaluru: The
two southern tech
hubs-Bengaluru and
Hyderabad-now power over
half of India’s urban growth
momentum, reshaping jobs,
consumption, mobility and
the future of Indian cities,
according to a data report
released on Wednesday.
Together, the two cities
accounted for about 53 per
cent of all Grade A office
space added across India’s
top cities in the last five
years, the report said. The
findings are part of
“WeAreCity 2026”, the sec-
ond edition of
UnboxingBLR’s  flagship
data report on Indian cities,
unveiled at the Indiaspora
Global AI Summit 2026 here.
Titled “A Tale of Two
Cities”, UnboxingBLR said
in a statement that the
report presents a data-led
comparison of Bengaluru
and Hyderabad, India’s two
fastest-growing tech hubs
that are increasingly chal-
lenging the economic domi-
nance of Delhi NCR and
Greater Mumbai. Despite
having significantly smaller
populations than Delhi NCR
and Greater Mumbai, the
two cities are “punching far

above their weight”, it said.
“They (Bengaluru and
Hyderabad) have con-
tributed nearly 50 per cent of
new domestic flight move-
ments among India’s top
eight cities in just the last
two year. In 2024-25, one in
every four new companies
formed across India’s major
cities was registered in
either Bengaluru or
Hyderabad. This isnot incre-
mental growth, it is structur-
al momentum,” the report
stated. While both cities are
anchored by technology-led
growth, the data highlights
sharp contrasts in how they
function, grow and behave.
Bengaluru continues to lead
as India’s startup capital,
with an edge in startups,
funding, innovation output
and emerging tech jobs. It

also shows higher bank
deposits and mutual fund
participation, indicating
greater disposable income
and financial maturity.
Hyderabad, meanwhile, is
emerging rapidly as a Global
Capability Centre (GCC)
hub, narrowing the gap with
Bengaluru in enterprise tech
jobs. It has recorded faster
growth in retail credit and
housing loans, signalling a
city still building core assets.
According to the report,
office commute times in both
cities are nearly
identical-averaging 59 min-
utes one way in Bengaluru
and 58 minutes in
Hyderabad-with the differ-
ence attributed more to dis-
tance, planning and infra-
structure design, offering a
key insight for urban policy-

makers. On liveability indi-
cators, Bengaluru residents
show higher adoption of the
gig economy, side hustles
and experiential consump-
tion, while Hyderabad
records stronger indicators
on infrastructure delivery
and safety perceptions, espe-
cially for women. Both cities
dominate entry-level hiring
across IT, manufacturing,
pharma and BFSI sectors,
outpacing Delhi and
Mumbai combined in sever-
al segments, it said. The
report also introduced three
indices-Economic Heft,
Liveability, and Workforce
Pull-to rank India’s top eight
cities. Delhi NCR, Greater
Mumbai and Bengaluru
ranked highest in Economic
Heft, while Hyderabad
topped the Liveability Index,
followed by Bengaluru and
Kolkata. Bengaluru led the
Workforce Pull Index, fol-
lowed by Greater Mumbai
and Delhi NCR. Speaking at
the event, Prashanth
Prakash, Chairman and Co-
Founder of UnboxingBLR,
said Bengaluru and
Hyderabad represent two
different but equally power-
ful playbooks for urban
growth in India.

‘Himalayan Samarpan Dhyanyog’ founder
Pujya Shree Shivkrupanand Swamiji appointed
to ‘World Meditation Expert Committee’

Pujya Swamiji, who has centre on Mahudi
Road near Gandhinagar in Gujarat has
practitioners across 72 countries experienc-
ing transformative spiritual growth

The World Meditation Foundation has
appointed Pujya Shree Shivkrupanand
Swamiji, founder of Himalayan Samarpan
prestigious
Meditation Expert Committee, marking a '
significant global recognition for India’s ‘
spiritual leadership. The honour comes
soon after UNESCO’s declaration of
December 21 as ‘World Meditation Day’, an
initiative driven by the World Meditation
Foundation to promote global mental and

Dhyanyog, to its

spiritual well-being.

Acknowledging Swamiji’s deep spiritual
insight and decades of service, the World
Meditation Day Committee and Jungto
Society have invited him as a distinguished
speaker at the Second World Meditation
Day Forum, held on March 20-21, 2026, at
the Jungto Social and Cultural Centre in

Seoul, South Korea.

Pujya Swamiji, who has canter Mahudi
Village Road near Gandhinagar in Gujarat,
has spent several years in the Himalayas in
intense spiritual practice, attaining pro-
found knowledge that he has been sharing
with society for over 31 years through med-
itation. Today, practitioners across 72 coun-
tries experience transformative spiritual
growth through Himalayan Samarpan
Dhyan—an enduring testament to his glob-
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This year’s World Meditation Day Forum
brought together eminent meditation mas-
ters, leading scientists, and global practi-
tioners to address the world’s rising mental,
emotional, and environmental challenges.

The conference aims to create a holistic, sci-

al wisdom.

ence-aligned, and globally inclusive medita-
tion ecosystem.

Swamiji’s guidance is expected to play a piv-
otal role in shaping the forum’s vision, par-
ticularly in advancing the universal philos-
ophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’—the
world is one family. His contribution under-
scores India’s leadership in nurturing glob-
al harmony through meditation and spiritu-

Malabar Gold & Diamonds Extends Scholarship
Support to 2,80

Vijayawada, March 25, 2026:
Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
the world’s fifth-largest
retail jewellery group and a
responsible jewellery brand,
has announced CSR initia-
tives worth 200 crore for the
financial year 2026-27,
aimed at supporting social
initiatives across India. As
part of this commitment, the
company conducted its
Andhra Pradesh
Scholarship Programme in
Vijayawada, extending edu-
cational support to 2,800 stu-
dents across the state with a
total allocation of 2.52 crore.
The programme forms part
of the Group’s ongoing CSR
focus on education, under
which 30 crore has been ear-
marked to provide scholar-
ships to 33,000 girl students
during FY 2025-26. The
event was held at
Thummalapalli
Kalakshethram,
Vijayawada, in the presence
of Smt. Gummidi Sandhya
Rani, Hon’ble Minister for
Women, Child Welfare and
Tribal Welfare, Government
of Andhra Pradesh, and Dr.
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S. Padmaja, Principal,
Siddhartha Mahila
Kalasala. Malabar Gold &
Diamonds was represented
by Mr. Siraj P.K., Head -
Retail Operations (Rest of
India), Mr. Shareej K, Zonal
Head - Hyderabad, Mr.
Nikhil Chandran, Zonal
Head - Central Andhra &
Rayal Seema, and Mr.
Rakesh Kumar K., Deputy
Head - Marketing (AP & TS),
Mr. Arjun M, Showroom
Head, Vijayawada, Mr.
Nadeer, Dy. Showroom
Head, Guntur along with
members of the local com-
munity. The  Andhra
Pradesh scholarship distri-

bution is part of Malabar
Gold & Diamonds’ long-run-
ning education support pro-
gramme implemented
through  the Malabar
Charitable Trust. At the
national level, the scholar-
ship initiative has support-
ed over 1,15,000 girl students
since inception. This year,
the Group plans to distrib-
ute 33,000 scholarships
across multiple states, with
education continuing to
remain a key focus area
within its CSR framework.
As part of its broader CSR
plan for FY 2026-27, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds will
implement 15 major initia-

tives across more than 3,000
locations in 19 states, expect-
ed to benefit over 2 lakh peo-
ple. Education remains a
significant focus area, with
114 crore allocated towards
initiatives such as national
scholarship programmes for
girls and micro-learning
centres for street children,
all implemented through the
Malabar Charitable Trust.
In Andhra Pradesh,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
has so far supported 15,626
scholarships, with a cumu-
lative spend of 7,96,47,000.
The current year’s alloca-
tion of 2.52 crore for 2,800
students builds on this sus-

ra Pradesh

tained effort to improve
access to education for stu-
dents from economically
challenged backgrounds.
Commenting on the initia-
tive, M. P. Ahammad,
Chairman, Malabar Group,
said, “Scholarship support
has remained one of our
most consistent social com-
mitments because education
has the ability to shape long-
term outcomes for individu-
als and communities. In
Andhra Pradesh, this pro-
gramme is intended to sup-
port students who have the
potential to succeed but
require financial assistance
to continue their studies.”
Malabar Group’s CSR activi-
ties extend beyond scholar-
ships and include initiatives
in hunger eradication,
healthcare, housing, women
empowerment, and environ-
mental protection. For FY
2026-27, the Group has com-
mitted 200 crore towards
CSR projects across more
than 3,000 locations in 19
states, with programmes
expected to benefit over 2
lakh people.
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Iran rejects US peace plan as 'excessive' and issues

five conditions to end war, st

US House of Representatives
Speaker Mike Johnson says
the United States is "wrapping
up" its war with Iran. "T think
we're wrapping up Operation
Epic Fury. That's what I think.
And I think itll be done in
short order and thatll be right
on schedule," Johnson tells US
media in Washington DC. His
comments come after US
President Donald Trump said
his administration was talking
to the "right people" in Iran
who wanted to "make a deal".
Iran has since rejected a peace
plan sent by the US, labelling it
as "excessive". After days of
questions, the Pentagon has
now officially confirmed the
deployment of some ground
troops to the region. In a state-
ment to the BBC, a spokesper-
son said some elements of the
82nd Airborne Division head-
quarters, some "division
enablers" and the 1st Brigade
Combat Team will be deploy-
ing to the Middle East. For
security reasons, the
spokesperson declined to give
further details. The make-up of
these units tells us a lot about

what capabilities are being
brought in for possible use in
the conflict. Based in North
Carolina, the 82nd Airborne is
seen as one of the military's top
conventional combat units,
with some elements always
ready to deploy anywhere in
the world within 18 hours.
These troops are trained to
parachute or helicopter into a
target area and seize it. In the
case of Iran, they could give the
US an option to seize Kharg
Island or other key territory.

The unit, however, is meant
for mobility and lacks heavy
equipment for sustained com-
bat. The 1st Brigade Combat
Team, or 1st BCT, is a New
York-based part of the 10th
Mountain Division and is fully
equipped for sustained com-
bat, or "full spectrum" opera-
tions in military terms. Iran’s
state broadcaster Press TV
says, quoting a “senior politi-
cal-security official”, that Iran
has rejected a US proposal
aimed at ending the current

World

L
il
war. Press TV hasn’t named
the official, nor their rank or
title, but reports the official
says: "Iran will end the war
when it decides to do so and
when its own conditions are
met." Iranian officials have
repeatedly said they want a
complete end to the war, not
just a ceasefire. According to
Press TV, the official outlined
five conditions, including: A
complete halt to "aggression
and assassinations" by the
enemy The establishment of

concrete  mechanisms to
ensure that the war isnot reim-
posed on the Islamic Republic
Guaranteed and clearly
defined payment of war dam-
ages and reparations The con-
clusion of the war across all
fronts and for all resistance
groups involved throughout
the region International recog-
nition and guarantees regard-
ing Iran's sovereign right to
exercise authority over the
Strait of Hormuz Press TV
says Washington has been pur-
suing talks through various
diplomatic channels, but
Tehran sees the proposals as
“excessive”.

White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt says there
will be a briefing for reporters
at the White House today, with
questions about Iran expected
to dominate. The briefing was
not on the previously
announced schedule, and it’s
unclear why it was added.
Donald Trump has a busy
schedule today, though we
may only catch glimpses of
him. Most of the president’s
events are closed to the press,

ate media reports

including his intelligence brief-
ing and a series of policy meet-
ings this afternoon. In the
evening, Trump will make a
short trip to nearby Union
Station, Washington’s main
train terminal, for a National
Republican  Congressional
Committee fundraiser. He’s
likely to make remarks there,
and it would be surprising ifhe
didnt at least mention Iran.
While it's difficult to independ-
ently verify all figures, the
death toll from the war in the
Middle East appears to have
surpassed 4,500. Here's a snap-
shot: Iran has suffered the
heaviest losses, with US-based
rights group HRANA estimat-
ing 3,291 deaths - including
1,455 civilians. In Lebanon,
where Israel is carrying out
strikes against Hezbollah,
1,072 people have been Killed,
according to the Lebanese
health ministry. According to
Iraqi authorities, at least 81
people have died in Iraq,
mostly members of the
Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular
Mobilisation Forces, PMF),
which has links to Iran.
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Danish PM fails to secure
majority in party's weakest
election showing since 1903

Mette
Social

Minister

Prime
Frederiksen's
Democrats won the most
votes in Tuesday's Danish

general election but
slumped to its weakest per-
formance since 1903, as her
coalition bloc failed to
secure a majority. With
21.9% of the vote,
Frederiksen's party still has
by the far the most seats,
but her left-wing grouping
has fallen well short of the
90 seats needed to form a
majority. The  Social
Democrats have been in
power since 2019, and
Frederiksen told cheering
supporters she was "sorry
that we did not get more
votes". In a message of defi-

ance, she added: "There is
nothing today that can
make me sad that the Social
Democrats have once again
become the Danes' absolute
favourite political party."
The Social Democrats' main
right-wing  rival, the
Liberal party Venstre, also
had its worst showing for a
century, with just 10.1%,
falling behind the Green
Left SF. Frederiksen still
has a chance to stay in
power for a third term,
however Denmark is typi-
cally run by coalition gov-
ernments, and so tough
negotiations - which could
take days or weeks - now
loom. Twelve different
political parties were on the
ballot paper, and this tight-
ly contested race has come
right down to the wire.
Claiming a total of 84 seats,
the "red bloc" of left-wing
parties have clinched a
small lead over the "blue
bloc" on the right, who have
77 seats combined. Both
blocs have fallen short of
the 90 seats that are needed
for a majority in Denmark's
179-seat parliament.

Democrats flip Florida
state seat that includes
Trump's Mar-a-Lago home

i

Democrats are projected to
win a special election for a
Florida legislative district
that includes Donald
Trump's Mar-a-Lago home
in Palm Beach, marking
another upset in the presi-
dent's backyard. Democrat
Emily Gregory, a first-
time candidate, defeated
Trump-backed Republican
Jon Maples in a race for
the open Florida District
87 state House seat. The
result is a reversal from
2024, when a Republican
won the district by 19 per-
centage points. Democrats
have performed well in
special elections during
Trump's second term, and
Gregory's victory could
indicate momentum for
the party heading into this
year's congressional
midterm elections. "When
I started this nine months
ago, I obviously thought it
was possible," Gregory
told MSNBC on Tuesday
night. "I might have done
some crazy calculus to
decide that this was a flip
opportunity, but it was,"
she later added. "And we
did it. So my math
worked." When asked
about Trump being her
constituent, Gregory said
she didn't really think
about it. "He's one of
115,000 registered voters in

District 87," she said. Ken
Martin, the chair of the
Democratic National
Committee celebrated the
victory on X, saying voters
had "sent a message". "If
Democrats can win in
Trump's backyard, we
sure as hell can win any-
where across the country.
Onward to November!"
Martin wrote. The
Democratic Legislative
Campaign Committee
(DLCC), which helps
Democrats in state level
races, also celebrated the
victory. Gregory's win
"proves Republicans are
vulnerable everywhere,"
DLCC President Heather
Williams said in a state-
ment. "If Mar-a-Lago and
Tampa are vulnerable,
imagine what's possible
this November." Trump
himself backed Maples,
endorsing him in a Truth
Social post and urging
"great patriots" to vote in
the special election.
Republican Congressman
Byron Donalds, who is
now running for governor
of Florida, filmed an
endorsement with Maples
urging voters to choose
him. Democrats have
flipped several state House
seats in special elections
since Trump took office at
the beginning of 2025.

MSE completes the process of
Appointment of Market Makers
for Equity Segment

ey

March 25, 2026, Mumbai,
— MSE to initiate the
process of Deepening of
Liquidity from April 1,
2026

MSE announces the suc-
cessful completion of the
appointment of Market
Makers for its Equity
Segment. This develop-
ment 1is expected to
strengthen market depth,
support efficient price dis-
covery, and enhance the

overall trading experi-
ence. Effective April 1,
2026, MSE will initiate lig-
uidity enhancement meas-
ures as part of its contin-
ued efforts to deepen mar-
ket participation and cre-
ate a more vibrant trading
ecosystem. These steps
reflect MSE’s ongoing
commitment to fostering a
transparent, efficient, and
competitive marketplace
for all stakeholders.

'"There's no safety anymore': Palestinians warn of

expanding

"This assault wasn't just
meant to burn the houses but
also to kill - to kill women
and children," says Barhan
Omar, standing in the
charred ruins of his family's
large villa, which Israeli set-
tlers attacked on Sunday.
"They came in big numbers.
This was organised terror-
ism," he tells me, fighting
back tears. "What's terrifying
is that you're sitting in your
house with your children,
then suddenly you come
under fire." The Palestinian
bank manager says settlers
shot at his home in Deir al-
Hatab, near Nablus, as well
as setting it alight, and that
he and his children escaped
only by hiding on their roof.
Across the occupied West
Bank, there has been a new
spate of settler violence in
recent days. During the ram-
page in Deir al-Hatab, at least
10 people were injured - most-

1

man shot in the foot. Thisisa
village that has not previous-
ly experienced such a major
attack, unlike other parts of
the West Bank. It followed
the funeral of a young Israeli,
Yehuda Sherman, at the
nearby settlement of Elon
Moreh, which was attended
by hundreds of mourners
and several leading Israeli
politicians. The 18-year-old
was Killed when his all-ter-

West Bank s

.

rain vehicle was reportedly
hit by a Palestinian in a pick-
up truck near the outpost
where he lived. Settlers
believe he was attacked,
while Palestinians insist it
was an accident. Already
there had been a new surge
in attacks by extremist set-
tlers since the start of the
Iran war. While world atten-
tion has been diverted to new
regional  conflicts, six
Palestinians have been killed

ettler violence

by settlers, the UN says. In
another shocking incident
two weeks ago, residents of
Khirbet Humsa in the north-
ern Jordan Valley accused
settlers of sexually assault-
ing a man and beating oth-
ers as they ordered them off
the land. Israeli police have
since made seven arrests. It
follows a trend seen during
the Gaza war, triggered by
the Hamas-led attacks on
Israel in October 2023; there
was a sharp acceleration in
settler violence and settle-
ment growth fast-tracked by
the Israeli government. Last
year set a record for the
most extensive expansion of
settlements and planning
approvals since the UN
began its monitoring. All
settlements are seen as ille-
gal under international law.
Outposts are set up without
Israeli government
approval.

GHANA DEMANDS COMPENSATION FOR

SLAVERY IN LAN

Slavery was the "most hor-
rendous crime that took
place in the history of
mankind", Ghana's foreign
minister has told the BBC
ahead of a landmark vote at
the UN General Assembly.
Member states are set to
vote on a resolution - led by
Ghana - to recognise the
transatlantic slave trade as
"the gravest crime against
humanity". The proposal
urges UN member states to
consider apologising for
the slave trade and con-
tributing to a reparations
fund. The resolution is
likely to face resistance, as
countries like the UK have
long rejected paying repa-
rations, saying today's
institutions cannot be held

responsible for past
wrongs. But the proposal's
advocates, which include
the African Union and the
Caribbean = Community,
say it is a step towards
healing and justice.
Samuel Okudzeto
Ablakwa, Ghana's foreign
minister, told the BBC's

24T

Newsday programme: "We
are demanding compensa-
tion - and let us be clear,
African leaders are not
asking for money for them-
selves. "We want justice for
the victims and causes to
be supported, educational
and endowment funds,
skills training funds." The

campaign for reparations
has gained significant
momentum in recent years
- "reparatory justice" was
the African Union's official
theme for 2025 and
Commonwealth leaders
have jointly called for dia-
logue on the matter.
Ablakwa also said that,
with the resolution, Ghana
was not ranking its pain
above anyone else's, but
simply documenting a his-
torical fact. Between 1500
and 1800, around 12-15 mil-
lion people were captured
in Africa and taken to the
Americas where they were
forced to work as slaves. It
is estimated that over two
million people died on the
journey.
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Estonia and Latvia say territories hit by stray Ukrainian drones

TALK SHOW HOST STEPHEN
COLBERT TO WRITE NEW
LORD OF THE RINGS FILM

US TV host
Colbert has announced his
next move after his late-
night talk show ends - co-
writing a new Lord of the
Rings film. Colbert, who is
well-known to be a JRR

Stephen

Tolkien superfan, will
adapt an early section of
the first Lord of the Rings
novel, The Fellowship of
the Ring, with his son,
screenwriter Peter McGee.
In a clip of a call with
director Peter Jackson,

Colbert said it would "be
its own story that could fit
into the larger story", and
remain "completely faith-
ful to the books while also
being completely faithful
to the movies that you
guys had already made".
TV network CBS
announced the cancella-
tion of Colbert's late-night
show last summer, and it
will end in May after 33
years. Colbert said he
came up with the idea for
the film, reportedly titled
The Lord of the Rings:
Shadow of the Past, but
"did not think I would
have the time" to work on
it. "As much as I love it, I
knew I couldn't do that
[film] and do the show at
the same time. But it turns
out I'm going to be free
starting this summer.

Musketeer d'Artagnan's
remains believed found

v BT

More than 350 years after
the death of legendary
French musketeer
d'Artagnan, remains have
been found under the floor
of a Dutch church that may
well have been his. Jos
Valke, who is deacon at St
Peter and Paul Church in
Maastricht, helped
unearth the skeleton and is
99% certain that the
remains belong to Charles
de Batz de Castelmore, a
close aide to France's Sun
King Louis XIV who was
known as Count
d'Artagnan. D'Artagnan
was Killed during the Siege
of Maastricht in 1673, but
later immortalised in the

adventure  stories  of
Alexandre Dumas as a
friend of the Three

Musketeers. His remains
were long rumoured to
have been buried in the
church but no evidence has
been found until now.
Deacon Valke told the BBC
that nobody had dug under
the floor until now, but as a
few tiles had been broken it
was decided to have a look.
They first found a wall and
took out a brush to dig fur-
ther. At this point an
archaeologist was called,
who discovered the skele-
ton beneath where the
altar table had stood 200

under Dutch church

[

years ago. "We became
quite silent when we found
the first bone," he said,
adding that there were sev-
eral pointers indicating
that the skeleton belonged
to the Sun King's right-
hand man. "He was buried
on sacred ground below
where the altar was; we
found the bullet that put an
end to his life and we found
a coin from 1660 in his
grave, and it was from the
bishop who attended Mass
for the Roi Soleil." The
archaeologist who took
part in the excavation is
more cautious. "I'm a scien-
tist, but my expectations
are high,” Wim Dijkman
told regional public broad-
caster Omroep Limburg,
adding that he preferred to
wait for DNA confirmation
of the skeleton's identity. A
sample has been taken
from the remains and is
currently being analysed
in Germany, while some of
the bones have been taken
to the Dutch city of
Deventer to assess the
skeleton's age, where it is
from and whether it is
male or female. '"I've
already been researching
d'Artagnan's grave for 28
years. This could be the
highlight of my career,"
said Dijkman.
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CSK's New Replacement Recruit To

AGENCY
Mumbai: Five-time cham-
pions Chennai Super

Kings (CSK) have named
speedster Spencer Johnson
as a replacement for the
injured Nathan Ellis for
the upcoming Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026.
Johnson will join CSK for
Rs 1.5 crore as a replace-
ment for Ellis, who has
been ruled out of the tour-
nament due to a hamstring
injury. Johnson, who has
played 13 international
games (5 ODIs and 8 T20Is)
for Australia and has 18
international wickets to
his name, has previously
represented the Gujarat
Titans (GT) and the
Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) in the IPL. However,
Johnson will not be avail-
able for the first three
weeks of IPL 2026. The IPL
starts on March 28. "He is
set to join the squad
between April 21-23," CSK
wrote in a post on X.
Having developed a reputa-
tion as one of the finest

bowlers in the T20 circuit,
particularly for his excep-
tional death-overs skills,
Nathan Ellis' absence will
undoubtedly dent CSK's
title chances. "Chennai
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Super Kings (CSK) have
picked a player replace-
ment for injured Nathan
Ellis for the upcoming
TATA Indian Premier
League (IPL). Spencer

Johnson will join CSK for
INR 1.5 crore as a replace-
ment for Ellis. Johnson,
who has played 13 interna-
tional games - 5 ODIs and 8
T20Is - for Australia and

Miss Three Weeks Of I 2026

has 18 international wick-
ets against his name, has
previously  represented
Gujarat Titans (GT) and
Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) in IPL," the IPL's
official statement read.
With Ellis out of the squad,
the pace options left for
CSK apart from Johnson
are all-rounders Jamie
Overton and Shivam Dube,
New Zealand's Zak
Foulkes, uncapped Indian
pacers Gurjanpreet Singh
and Mukesh Chaudhary,
and New Zealand stalwart
Matt Henry. Henry looks
set to lead the Super Kings'
pace attack, but CSK do not
have a proven death-overs
specialist in their squad.
Playing for the three-time
IPL champions KKR last
season, Johnson featured
in only four games and
took one wicket, with best
figures of 1/42. CSK will
start their season on
March 30 against the inau-
gural champions
Rajasthan  Royals in
Guwahati.
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FLOORED BY IPL MEMES, ANANYA
BIRLA SHARES FAN POSTS ON
HER MEET W

s

Entrepreneur and singer
Ananya Birla recently found
herself at the centre of light-
hearted social media chatter
following a meeting with
Gujarat Titans captain
Shubman Gill. The
encounter took place during
a promotional event held in
anticipation of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026
season. During the
exchange, Gill presented
Birla with a signed jersey-a
gesture that immediately
captured the attention of
fans and ignited a digital
frenzy. What followed was a
barrage of memes and
humorous posts that trans-
formed a standard corporate
moment into a viral sensa-
tion. Fans showcased their
wit by exaggerating the
camaraderie between the
two, cleverly blending crick-
et-centric humour with witty
references. Rather than shy-
ing away from the spotlight,
Birla appeared thoroughly
amused by the creativity of
the online community, even
resharing several of the most
inventive memes on her own

social media accounts. She
admitted to being floored by
the sheer ingenuity of the
reactions, which added a
playful twist to what was
originally a formal business
engagement. The partner-
ship holds significant weight
behind the scenes, as Birla
Estates has stepped on board
as the principal sponsor for
the Gujarat Titans for the
2026 season. This intersec-
tion of Gill's rising stature in
international cricket and
Birla's prominent business
and musical career perfectly

ITH SHUBMAN GILL

illustrates the evolving land-
scape of Indian entertain-
ment. The IPL is increasing-
ly viewed as a premier enter-
tainment property rather
than a purely sporting plat-
form. As a result, the over-
laps between sport, celebrity
culture, and corporate
branding become more
seamless with every passing
season. This particular
meeting, amplified by the
power of meme -culture,
highlights how the league
continues to fuel massive
digital conversations.

Shubman Gill's Banter Targetting Ashish Nehra For
Blasting Teammates Over Dropped Catches

After missing the T20 World
Cup, Shubman Gill will have
a point to prove in IPL 2026,
starting March 28. The
Gujarat Titans captain has
emphasised clarity and com-
posure in leadership as the
team prepares for the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026.
Speaking at a recent Gujarat
Titans event in Ahmedabad,
Gill highlighted the impor-
tance of staying true to one-
self and maintaining calm in
pressure situations. "I think
I'm just being myself, and the
calmness comes from a sense
of belief and security that I
have within my group and in
my own game," Gill said. He
added, "Staying calm in any
situation gives you an eagle-
eye view - you're able to look
beyond the moment, see the
bigger picture, and have a
much clearer, long-term

vision." However, he does
not want the GT fast bowlers
to be calm. "I want them to be
quite like how Ashu Pa (GT
coach Ashish Nehra) was. I
keep getting reels where
Ashu Pa is acknowledging
some of the dropped catch-
es," he said cheekily. The
video Gill is referring to is
years old, where left-arm
pacer Ashish Nehra can be
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seen giving a piece of his
mind to his own Indian
teammates for dropping
catches. Gujarat Titans have
been among the most consis-
tent teams in the IPL since
their debut, including a title-
winning first season and a
runners-up finish in 2023.
Building on this foundation,
Gill's approach reflects conti-
nuity in leadership, with a

focus on clarity, confidence,
and trust within the group.
Gujarat Titans'
Shubharambh 2026, a land-
mark event, brought togeth-
er players, leadership, part-
ners, and fans - marking the
start of a new season while
reflecting on the franchise's
journey and growth over the
years. Providing further
insight into the team's prepa-
ration, Gujarat Titans'
Director of Cricket Vikram
Solanki highlighted the
importance of continuity
and stability in building the
squad. "As far as this season
is concerned and putting a
squad together, we had a
really good year last year.
We just fell at the final hur-
dle. We made very small
changes at the auction; it just
needed a little bit of adjust-

ment," Solanki said.

Yograj Singh Furious With Ravichandran Ashwin Over
Arjun Tendulkar, IPL. Comment: "Whoever He Is"

Arjun Tendulkar has moved
to the Lucknow Super Giants
ahead of IPL 2026 after spend-
ing three seasons with the
Mumbai Indians. Arjun, son
of India great Sachin
Tendulkar, plies his trade for
Goa in domestic cricket and
is an all-rounder. He took
three wickets in IPL 2023 in
four matches for the five-time
champions Mumbai Indians.
He did not take any wicket in
the only match he played in
IPL 2024. At the IPL 2026 auc-
tion, Lucknow Super Giants
picked him up for Rs 30 lakh.
India spin great
Ravichandran Ashwin, how-
ever, opined that Arjun will
not get a chance in the LSG
playing XI as the side already
has quite a few top Indian
pacers. "Arjun Tendulkar
khelega hi nahi

(Arjun
Tendulkar won't play at all),

g

and let's not even go there. I
think it is very difficult
because there are Mayank
Yadav, Mohsin Khan, Avesh

Khan, and Mohammad
Shami in this lineup. There
are so many fast bowlers.
How will he play? I don't
think he makes any case
unless and until there are a
lot of injuries," Ashwin said

on his YouTube channel.
Ashwin's statement was not
taken well by Yograj Singh,
former India player and
father of Yuvraj Singh.
Yograj had briefly coached
Arjun in the past. "He is talk-
ing bullshit. This guy
Ashwin, whoever he is. He
should know what to talk
about somebody. Somebody's

sitting on the television and
talking, 'Oh, he can't do this,
he can't do that. Arey tum
kya ho bhai (Who are you?
What are you)?" Yograj said
on InsideSport. "When crick-
eters talk like this... He is
Sachin Tendulkar's son, that
is a different story. When he
was here, I told Yuvi that all
of you are concentrating on
the wrong thing regarding
Arjun Tendulkar. He is not a
bowler; he had a spine prob-
lem, and his hands come
down from 45 degrees. When
he was here, I was talking to
him. I told his coach as well
when he was with the Goa
team. When he (Arjun) was
batting, this guy was hitting
sixes and boundaries. I told
the coach, 'What the hell are
you people doing? If you
can't do it, send him to me',"
he added.

LACK OF TALENT & SCARRED BY PAST -
ITALY'S 'TORTUROUS' CAMPAIGN

When Fabio Cannavaro
hoisted the World Cup tro-
phy into the air at the
Olympiastadion in July 2006,
it was supposed to signal the
beginning of a new era for
Italian football. The Azzurri
had defeated a star-studded
France team - including
Zinedine Zidane and
Thierry Henry - on penalties
in a remarkable final in
Berlin, Germany, to become
only the second nation to
win the World Cup for a
fourth time. But almost two
decades on, the triumph is a
stark contrast to Italy's cur-
rent fortunes. After failing to
qualify for Russia 2018 and
Qatar 2022, Italy are on the
brink of becoming the first
former winners to miss out
on three consecutive tourna-
ments. It must be mentioned
they did beat England to win

the Euros in the midst of that
in 2020 but that has proved
an outlier. Italy must win
two play-off games, starting
with a home semi-final
against Northern Ireland on
Thursday, to reach this sum-

mer's World Cup. To
describe Italy's qualifying
campaign as anything other
than eventful would be quite
the understatement. The
campaign was only one

match old when Luciano
Spalletti was dismissed from
his position as manager
after a 3-0 defeat by Norway
in June. Although the 66-
year-old remained in
charge for a further three
days - overseeing a win
against Moldova - his depar-
ture was an early indicator
of the challenges the four-
time World champions
would encounter.

""Not Doing Stupid Arrival Videos™: Jason
Gillespie Tells PSL Franchise On Camera

Former Pakistan Test head
coach Jason Gillespie has
returned to the country, this
time as coach of Pakistan
Super League (PSL) fran-
chise Hyderabad Kingsmen.
Drawing on lessons from his
controversial stint with the
national team, the former
Australia pacer has made it
clear that his new role will be
"strictly business" from the
outset. In a video circulating
on social media, Gillespie
refused to take part in the
customary "arrival videos" at
the team hotel, firmly stating
his position. "I am not com-
ing down. I have a lot of work
to do. I'm not going to shoot
those stupid arrival videos,"
Gillespie said in the clip.
Despite his no-nonsense
approach, Gillespie has
expressed genuine enthusi-
asm about working with

Pakistani talent again. "I'm
very excited to be part of the
Kingsmen team in
Hyderabad. Lots to look for-
ward to and I can't wait to get
started," he told
ESPNcricinfo in January.
Fallout With PCB Gillespie's
decision to join a PSL fran-
chise surprised many, given
how abruptly his association
with the Pakistan national
team ended. He resigned as

Pakistan's red-ball coach just
days before a two-Test series
in South Africa, following a
fallout with the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB). "I was
coaching the Pakistan Test
side. The PCB sacked our
senior assistant coach with
ZERO communication with
me about it. As Head Coach, I
found this situation com-
pletely unacceptable. There
were a number of other
issues that left me completely
humiliated," Gillespie wrote
on X (formerly Twitter) dur-
ing a Q&A session. He had
also criticised PCB chief
Mohsin Nagvi for failing to
attend a "Connection Camp"
in person. While Gary
Kirsten flew in from South
Africa and Gillespie from
Australia, Naqvi only
joined virtually despite
being based in Lahore.

SHIFFRIN WINS RECORD-
EQUALLING SIXTH WORLD CUP

Mikaela Shiffrin has
B won a record-

equalling sixth over-

all women's World
Cup title. Needing a top-15
finish in the final race of the
season, the American was
11th in the giant slalom in
Lillehammer, Norway.
Shiffrin, who won her third
Olympic title with slalom
gold last month, is the most
successful skier in World
Cup history with 110 wins.
Austrian Annemarie Moser-
Proell won six World Cups
from 1971 to 1979. "I'm really,
really grateful to be in this
position. It's really a big
emotion," Shiffrin said.
Shiffrin ended the season

with 1,386 points, 87 clear of
Germany's Emma Aicher.
Aicher needed to win in
Lillechammer and hope
Shiffrin finished outside the
top 15, but finished 12th after
completing her final run
once the title had been decid-
ed. "It's quite emotional,"
said the American. "This
thing sums up the whole sea-
son of work and fighting... I
have to say to Emma that
her skiing has been just out-
standing and today it was
just so cool to watch her."
Canada's Valerie Grenier
won the race, a combined
0.43 seconds clear of
Norway's Mina Fuerst
Holtmann and Austrian

Julia Scheib, who had
already secured the giant
slalom Crystal Globe. The
final overall points tally was
1,410 for Shiffrin with
Aicher 87 behind.

The overall title is
decided by points from all
four disciplines, with Aicher
an all-rounder while
Shiffrin has not skied down-
hill for two years and com-
peted in only a few of the
super-Gs. The most success-
ful skier in World Cup histo-
ry with 110 wins has, howev-
er, won nine of 10 slaloms,
the bedrock of her season,
and taken the globe in that
discipline for a record ninth
time. She was also overall

World Cup champion in
2017, 2018, 2019, 2022 and
2023. The only other female
skier to win six overall
World Cup titles was
Austrian Annemarie Moser-
Proell, who won five in a row
from 1971-75 and her sixth in
1979. On the men's side,
Austrian Marcel Hirscher
holds the outright record of
eight. "I'm really, really
grateful to be in this position
now," said three-times
Olympic champion Shiffrin,
whose slalom gold medal at
last month's Milano Cortina
Games was another high-
light of her year. "It's really a
big emotion but I'm also
grateful for the fight."

'IPL Bigger Than Premier
League': Sourav Ganguly In
Awe Of Rajasthan Royals'

Rs 15,000 Crore Sale

Legendary India captain
Sourav Ganguly reflected
on Rajasthan Royals (RR)
becoming the costliest
Indian Premier League
(IPL) franchise, as they
were bought for USD 1.63
billion (more than Rs 15,000
crore). Ganguly, who faced
the very first ball of the
inaugural IPL season in
2008, marvelled at the
league's growth, comparing
its current stature to power-
house leagues in other
sports like the Premier
League and the NBA.
Ganguly praised the fact
that the IPL has expanded
to such a sporting phenome-
non despite being active for
only two to three months of
the year. "It's great news for
the IPL. When it started in
2007, and as I've said before,
I faced the first ball of the
league in 2008 - RCB versus
KKR. To see where the IPL
has reached now is phe-
nomenal," Ganguly said, in
response to a question by
NDTV. "It also shows how
much the game has expand-
ed. Some of the buyers are
from the United States, and
the interest in Indian crick-
et in that part of the world is

fantastic," he added.
Ganguly compared the IPL
to leagues like the NBA and
the Premier League to high-
light the extent of its
growth. "I think it (IPL) is
as big (as the NBA). The
broadcast rights are as big
as anywhere in the world.
To put IPL in the same
bracket - broadcast rights
are at times bigger than an
EPL game," Ganguly said.
"The numbers involved are
mind-boggling for a sports
franchise that plays for just
two-and-a-half to three
months a year," he added.
On Tuesday, a consortium
led by US-based entrepre-
neur Kal Somani emerged
as the winner in the bid to
acquire Rajasthan Royals.
The consortium reportedly
acquired 100 per cent of the
franchise at a valuation of
USD 1.63 billion (Rs 15,286
crore). Somani is the
founder of IntraEdge,
Academian, and Truyo.Al
He is backed by American
businessman Rob Walton,
of the Walmart family, and
the Hamp family, who own
majority stakes in National
Football League (NFL) side
Detroit Lions.
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Rakasa Builds Buzz with Strong Trailer
Impact and Global Release Momentum

isually, the trailer
lands with immediate
impact, pulling you
into a world shaped by
torch-lit interiors, dense tex-
tures and towering fortress
spaces that feel raw, lived-in
and rooted in folklore. What
begi vins with a sense of
familiarity gradually opens
into something far larger, as
glimpses of action, a looming
demonic presence and sur-
vival stakes start to take over.
This shift is handled with
clarity, allowing the ground-
ed village setting and the
expanding supernatural
threat to coexist without los-
ing grip. There’s a constant
sense of build, like something
is closing in, and the back-
ground score drives that pro-
gression, moving from
lighter, playful beats into a
more intense, atmospheric
surge that heightens the over-
all experience.
And that momentum is clear-
ly spilling beyond the screen.
The title glimpse has crossed
1.9 million views, while the
teaser has pushed past 3 mil-
lion across platforms, reflect-
ing a growing pull towards
the film’s world. The music
has only amplified that
momentum “Rapappa,”
“Padhe Padhe,” and “Snake
Dance” have each crossed the
million mark , together shap-
ing the soundtrack into a full-
blown chartbuster. It’s not
just numbers stacking up; the
film is steadily finding its
space in conversations,
playlists and repeat watches,
building a sense of anticipa-
tion that’s becoming hard to
ignore.
On the business front,
Rakasa is gearing up for a

B Visually, the trailer lands with immediate impact, pulling you into a world

shaped by torch-lit interiors, dense textures and towering fortress spaces that feel
raw, lived-in and rooted in folklore. What begi vins with a sense of familiarity
gradually opens into something far larger, as glimpses of action, a looming
demonic presence and survival stakes start to take over. This shift is handled with
clarity, allowing the grounded village setting and the expanding supernatural
threat to coexist without losing grip.

wide global release, backed
by a strong distribution net-
work across territories. The
film’s Telugu States theatri-
cal rights have been acquired
by Sri Lakshmi Narasimha
Movie Makers, while over-
seas distribution is being
handled by Atharvana
Bhadrakali Pictures, plan-
ning a release across more
than 350 screens in key inter-
national markets including
the United States, the United
Kingdom, Europe, Canada
and Australia . Distribution

responsibilities for the North
America and United
Kingdom markets are being
managed by Prathyangira
Cinemas, ensuring a struc-
tured and extensive rollout.
Overseas premieres are
scheduled for April 2, 2026 , a
day ahead of the worldwide
release.

Further strengthening the
film’s commercial ecosystem,
the digital streaming rights
have been acquired by
Netflix, while the audio
rights have been secured by

Saregama, one of India’s lead-
ing music labels.

Headlined by Sangeeth
Shobhan, who has recently
strengthened his connect
with younger audiences
through MAD and MAD
Square, Rakasa places him in
a role that moves beyond his
familiar space into a more
layered narrative setting. He
is paired with Nayan Sarika,
while the film features a
vibrant ensemble including
Vennela Kishore, Brahmaji,
Tanikella Bharani, Ashish

Vidyarthi, Getup Srinu,
Sukwinder Singh,
Annapurnamma,
Anoopsingh Thakur,
Ramana Bhargav, Vasu
Inturi, Rohini (Jabardasth)
and Rohan (#90’s), bringing
together a mix of performers
that add depth and tonal bal-
ance to the film’s world.
Produced by Niharika
Konidela and Umesh Kumar
Bansal under Pink Elephant
Pictures in collaboration
with Zee Studios, Rakasa
reflects Niharika’s continued
focus on backing content-
driven cinema. Marking the
feature directorial debut of
Manasa Sharma, known for
Oka Chinna Family Story
and Bench Life, the film
builds on a writing-led foun-
dation, with Mahesh Uppala
contributing as Additional
Screenplay writer. The tech-
nical team includes music by
Anudeep Dev, cinematogra-
phy by Raju Edurolu and
editing by Anwar Ali, with
action choreography by
Vijay. Production design by
Ramanjaneyulu, along with
art direction by Pulla Vishnu
Vardhan and costumes by
Sandhya Sabbavarapu, fur-
ther shape the film’s immer-
sive folklore setting.

With its visually mounted
folklore world, rooted narra-
tive core and humour that
flows effortlessly within its
storytelling, Rakasa contin-
ues to build strong momen-
tum across both content and
market fronts. Carrying a
clear theatrical intent and
growing anticipation, the
film is set to arrive world-
wide on April 3, 2026, posi-
tioning itself as a distinctive
big-screen experience.
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Movie Makers,
Renuka Ellamma
Creations banners T.
Barbarikudu is the latest
ilm under the direction o
Sivajhansi Regala

P

Movie

Makers,

Renuka Ellamma Creations
banners T. Barbarikudu is
the latest film under the
direction of Sivajhansi
Regala, produced by
Malleshwarudu, Anthati
Naresh Kumar and Anthati
Rajesh Kumar.
Barbarikudu, the most
ambitious film, recently cel-
ebrated a grand pooja. It
seems that this film is going
to open with the story of a
warrior from Mahabharata
Kurukshetra war.
Sivajhansiregala, who
worked as an assistant direc-
tor for many films in the
Telugu film industry as a
disciple of famous music
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Barbarikudu The Sannaf Ghatotkacha
Movie Grand Opening of Ram Laxman's
Disciple Krishna as Indian Hero

director MM
Keeravani's
father Shiv

Shakti Dutta, is

making his

directorial
debut with this
film. The story of
a warrior from
India's biggest epic
Mahabharata is going
to be screened to capture the
hearts of Telugu people. In
this regard, the passion of
the director as well as the
producers should be appre-
ciated. Movies like this are
not produced unless there is
love and affection. In this
regard, the producers of the
film T. Malleshwavarudu,
Anthati Naresh Kumar and
Anthati Rajesh Kumar were
successful in the beginning.
They are confident that the
film Barbarikudu that they
are making will definitely
win the hearts of the audi-
ence. Many people know less
about the history of
Barbarikudu. The makers
say that with this film,
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everyone will know how
great a warrior he is.
Krishna Bharat, who chore-
ographed fights for many
super hit films and is the dis-
ciple of Ram Laxman and
the son-in-law of stunt mas-
ter Badri Master, is being
introduced as the protago-
nist through this film. Along
with him, Ravi Shankar,
who convinced with his
excellent voice and
impressed as a villain on
screen, is playing a promi-
nent role in this film.
Sameta Gandhi, Jabardast
Chittibabu, Anand Bharti
and others are acting along
with him. Shyam K Naidu
who has given good cine-
matography for many films
is working as DOP for this
film. Also, editor Karthik
Srinivas, music director GM
Satish, along with whom
Bhanu, who has recently
given super hit songs, is
choreographing the mas-
ter.The makers said that
they will provide updates
regarding the film soon.

‘| stopped eating
says Samantha,

animal products,’
gets trolled

Tollywood star
T Samantha Ruth

Prabhu has once

again found herself
at the centre of online dis-
cussions, this time over
her views on veganism.
Known for embracing a
plant-based lifestyle in
recent years, the actress
has often spoken about
compassion, sustainabili-
ty, and mindful living.
Now, a video of Samantha
is surfacing online in
which she is seen
explaining her decision
to turn vegan. The clip is
going viral, drawing
mixed reactions from
netizens. In the video,
Samantha reflects on the
idea of empathy and the
contradictions in human
behavior when it comes
to animals. She says she
loves her pet dog but once
questioned why she con-
tinued consuming other
animals for food. Calling
it a matter of regaining
empathy, the actress
shared that this realiza-
tion led her to completely
give up animal products.
Samantha said, “I love
my dog Hash, but I choose
to kill another animal for
my lunch and my dinner
because that animal is
not my pet. So, this is
why you can love your
pet and choose to eat an
animal in the afternoon
and the night. But then
you can love your family,
but you can’t love people
who are suffering outside
because it’s it stems from
that same thing, right? So
I wanted my empathy
back and that’s when I
decided that no I'm going
to stop eating any kind of
animal product.” While
some appreciated her per-
spective, several social
media users were quick
to criticise her remarks.
A section of users pointed
out the use of leather

products and animal-
derived ingredients in
fashion and cosmetics,
questioning the consis-
tency of such choices.

One said, “Then stop
using costly Leather
Items and promoting

them which are made up
of animal skin. Don’t
wear such costly items.
Buy an electric car.”
Others argued that eat-
ing non-vegetarian food
is part of the natural
ecosystem and should
not be equated with cru-
elty in the same way as
other industries.
Another commented,
“Will the dog do the
same? ... No right ...
That’s how the ecosys-
tem works ! ... Eating
non-veg is not as cruel
as killing animals for
leather, beauty prod-
ucts and other prod-
ucts” “Makeup items
do have animal
ingredients , so..,”
one more netizen
wrote. Despite the
debate, Samantha
continues to advo-
cate for con-
scious liv-
ing and
often
shares
glimpses
of her
vegan
lifestyle
on social
media. On
the work
front, she has
an exciting
lineup ahead,
including the
Telugu film
Maa Inti

Bangaram, slated for

release on May 15, 2026,
which she is also produc-
ing. She will also be seen
in the Netflix series Rakt
Brahmand: The Bloody
Kingdom, directed by Raj

& DK.

The actress was last seen
in Citadel: Honey Bunny.
In the video, Samantha
reflects on the idea of
empathy and the contra-
dictions in human behav-
ior when it comes to ani-
mals
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