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T20 World Cup

Nine people 
killed in missile 
strike on 
Israel's Beit 
Shemesh

Samson seals 
India's biggest 
WC chase to 
make semis

Hundreds of flights 
cancelled worldwide after 
strategic air corridors close
New Delhi, March 1 : The global aviation 
industry is under heavy strain after rising mili-
tary tensions involving the United States, 
Israel, and Iran triggered widespread airspace 
closures across West Asia, disrupting flight 
operations around the world.

Hundreds of Indians stranded 
at airports amid US-Israel 
strikes on Iran

New Delhi (TSIT): As flight opera-
tions to and from West Asia remain 
disrupted after the US and Israel’s 
attack on Iran, hundreds of Indians 
are stranded in Dubai and other key 
hub airports, with many of them 
taking to social media to appeal to 
the Indian government for assis-
tance. Olympic medallist P V 
Sindhu, JD(S) MLC from Karnataka 
S L Bhojegowda and his family, 
Bengali actor Subhashree Ganguly 
along with her son, tourists and 
student groups are among those 
held up in Dubai. More than 700 
people from Madhya Pradesh, 
including two former MLAs, are 
stranded in the United Arab 
Emirates due to flight cancellations, 
an office-bearer of a travel agents’ 
outfit said on Sunday, March 1. 
They had travelled to the UAE for 
tourism and business purposes, 
Amol Kataria, chairman of the 
Travel Agents Federation of India’s 
MP unit, told.Kataria said former 
MLA and BJP leader Sanjay Shukla 
is among those stranded in Dubai.

PV Sindhu, Manchu Vishnu 
among Indians stranded 
at Dubai airport amid 
war tensions
Hyderabad (TSIT) : 
Escalating war tensions involv-
ing Iran, Israel and the US have 
disrupted international travel, 
leaving Indian badminton star P 
V Sindhu, actor Manchu Vishnu 
and several 
T e l u g u 
celebrities 
stranded at 
Dubai air-
p o r t . T h e 
d e v e l o p -
ments were 
shared by 
Sindhu and Vishnu through 
posts on social media platform 
X.Sindhu, who was travelling to 
Birmingham, UK, to participate 
in the All England Badminton 
Championship beginning March 
3, was forced to halt in Dubai 
after airport operations were sus-
pended due to airspace restric-
tions and security concerns. 

Priority to rescue Kannadigas stranded in 
war-affected nations: CM Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru, Mar 1 (TSIT): 
With the escalating conflict 
between Iran and Israel caus-
ing severe disruptions in the 
Middle East, Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Sunday 
assured that the state govern-
ment is taking all necessary 
measures to ensure the safety 
and rescue of Kannadigas 
stranded in various countries, 
particularly Dubai. In a mes-
sage posted on X (formerly 
Twitter), the chief minister 
stated that he has directed offi-
cials to prioritise the protec-
tion of people from Karnataka 
residing in war-hit regions. He 
also confirmed that he has held 
discussions with the resident 
commissioner in Delhi to coor-
dinate rescue efforts.

"We are taking the safety of 
Kannadigas living in Middle 
Eastern nations, including 
Israel, UAE, Iran, and Qatar, 
very seriously. I have instruct-

ed the resident commissioner 
in Delhi to take all essential 
steps for their security," the 
CM stated.

Due to the suspension of 
flight services across the 
Middle East, many residents 
have been unable to return to 
the state. Siddaramaiah urged 

those currently stuck in con-
flict zones to move to safer loca-
tions as advised by local 
authorities.
Helpline to be launched
The chief minister further 
noted that he has ordered offi-
cials to set up a dedicated 
helpline for the affected indi-
viduals and their families. He 
appealed to family members in 
Karnataka not to panic if they 
are unable to establish immedi-
ate contact with their loved 
ones abroad. "The safety of 
every Kannadiga is our priori-
ty, and we are already working 
towards it," he assured.

Siddaramaiah also men-
tioned that former minister 
Nagendra had informed him 
about 32 individuals from 
Ballari currently stranded in 
Dubai. He confirmed that spe-
cific measures are being initi-
ated to ensure their safety and 
eventual return.

Amid Middle East tensions, 
CM Revanth seeks safety 
for Telugus in Gulf

Hyderabad (TSIT): Amid escalat-
ing geopolitical tensions after the 
United States and Israel launched 
large-scale attacks on Iran, 
Telangana Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy expressed concern 
over the safety of Telugu people 
residing in Gulf countries.

In a statement on Sunday, 
March 1, the Chief Minister urged 
all Telugu-speaking people to 
remain vigilant and strictly follow 
the advisories issued by Indian 
diplomatic missions and local 
authorities. “The safety of people 
from Telangana is the govern-
ment’s top priority,” the state-
ment read.Officials have been 
directed to maintain constant 
coordination with the Centre 
regarding the evolving situation.

On Saturday, February 28, a 
barrage of missiles hit Iran target-
ing hundreds of military and stra-
tegic sites, including air defence 
systems, missile launch facilities 
and bases linked to the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. 
Explosions were reported in 
Tehran and several major cities, 
including Qom, Isfahan, 
Kermanshah and Karaj.Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ayotullah Syed 
Ali Khamenei was killed along 
with several other top command-
ers, including Khamenei’s securi-
ty adviser Ali Shamkhani, 
Minister of Defence Aziz 
Nasirzadeh, Iran’s Armed Forces 
chief of staff General Abdolrahim 
Mousavi and IRGC commander-
in-chief Mohammad Pakpour. 

Iran's Supreme Leader 
Ayotullah Syed Ali 
Khamenei was killed 
along with several 
other top commanders.

MADURAI (TSIT): (Mar 1) 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said the 
Centre’s “collective goal” was a 
developed Tamil Nadu for a 
developed India, and assured 
that the Centre remained fully 
committed to enabling inclu-
sive development and the 
state’s progress. In his address 
after inaugurating infrastruc-
ture projects worth over Rs 
4,400 crore, he said, “Our col-
lective goal is a developed 
Tamil Nadu for a developed 
India. Every Indian is inspired 
to build a developed nation by 
2047. Tamil Nadu will play a 
decisive role in shaping the 
nation’s destiny.”

He assured that the Centre 
would remain fully committed 
to enabling inclusive develop-
ment and the state’s progress. 
Tamil Nadu, he said, has a rich 
history, and historic sites such 
as Adichanallur will be devel-
oped into global heritage desti-
nations. “Ecotourism initia-
tives around Lake Pulicat and 
Podhigai Malai will create new 
job opportunities while pre-
serving natural ecosystems”, 
he said.“I feel honoured to be in 

the sacred and historic city of 
Madurai. I bow to Meenakshi 
Amman and Bhagwan 
Sundareswarar. Today’s event 
marks a proud chapter in 
Tamil Nadu’s development 
journey. We have laid founda-
tion stones, inaugurated and 
dedicated to the nation, proj-
ects worth over Rs 4,400 crore,” 
he said.

The projects would trans-
form connectivity, boost the 

economy, create jobs and trans-
form lakhs of people’s lives, he 
said. He recalled that the gov-
ernment of India has made 
huge investments in Tamil 
Nadu’s highway network and 
over 4,000 km of highways have 
been built in the State since 
2014.On the railway projects 
unveiled by him today, Modi 
said the Indian Railways has 
undergone a historic transfor-
mation over the last decade 

and it is emerging as a modern, 
efficient and people-centric 
transport system.

“This transformation is par-
ticularly visible in Tamil Nadu. 
The railway budget allocation 
for Tamil Nadu has increased 
nearly nine-fold since our gov-
ernment came in (2014), he 
said. Citing statistics, he said, 
during 2009 to 2014, the average 
yearly railway allocation was 
Rs 880 crore.

In 2026-27, it increased to Rs 
7,600 crore, he said. Noting that 
9 Vande Bharat trains and 9 
Amrit Bharat trains benefited 
people of Tamil Nadu, he said 
their coaches were manufac-
tured at ICF.

Highlighting that the infra-
structure funding to Tamil 
Nadu has tripled compared to 
the previous decade, Modi said, 
“The budget of 2026 continues 
the trend with a strong focus 
on Tamil Nadu.”

In this budget, the Centre 
has proposed Bengaluru-
Chennai and Chennai-
Hyderabad bullet train corri-
dors. “They will revolutionise 
the economy of this whole 
region,” he said.

Centre’s goal is to develop TN, says PM 
inaugurating Rs.4,400 cr projects in Madurai

Tehran/New Delhi (TSIT): 
Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was 
killed in a coordinated 
US-Israeli military strike on 
Tehran early Sunday, trig-
gering Iranian retaliatory 
attacks on US bases in many 
countries, threatening desta-
bilisation of the entire 
Middle East. Ali Khamenei 
was killed in strikes that tar-
geted areas in northern 
Tehran, including locations 
near his compound and 
offices. Multiple missiles hit 
areas close to the presiden-
tial palace and the Supreme 
Leader’s residence.

Some top security offi-
cials were also killed in 
Saturday’s strikes, along 
with Khamenei’s daughter, 
son-in-law and grandson. 
The reports, however, 
could not be confirmed. 
Iran’s police intelligence 
chief Gholamreza Rezaian 
was also killed during the 
strikes, Iranian media 
reported. “General 
Gholamreza Rezaian, head 
of the national police intel-
ligence, was killed follow-

ing the enemy attacks,’’ 
Iran’s Fars news agency 
said.

The killings mark one of 
the most significant blows 
to Iran’s leadership since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 
Photos released by the 
White House showed 
President Trump closely 
monitoring the strikes on 
Iran from his Mar-a-Lago 
club in Palm Beach, joined 
by Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio and CIA Director 
John Ratcliffe during the 
tense operation.

Trump, while announc-
ing Khamenei’s death on 
his social media platform, 
said ‘’Khamenei, one of the 
most evil people in History, 
is dead. This is not only 

Justice for the people of 
Iran, but for all Great 
Americans…’’ Trump also 
said ‘’other leaders’’ had 
been killed along with him 
(Khamenei). He, however, 
did not name those leaders. 
Trump said Khamenei was 
unable to avoid US 
Intelligence and Highly 
Sophisticated Tracking 
Systems, and, working 
closely with Israel, there 
was nothing he or the other 
leaders who had been killed 
along with him, could do.
He said the US has been 
hearing that many of their 
IRGC, Military, and other 
Security and Police 
Forces no longer wanted 
to fight, and were looking 
for Immunity from the 
US. 

He offered immunity to 
the Iranian soldiers, say-
ing, “Now they can have 
Immunity, later they only 
get Death!” Trump also 
warned that the ‘’heavy 
and pinpoint bombing 
would continue, uninter-
rupted throughout the 
week or, as long as neces-

sary to achieve our objec-
tive of Peace throughout 
the Middle East and the 
world.’’In retaliation, Iran 
launched a new wave of 
missile and drone strikes 
on Sunday targeting US 
military bases in the 
region and Israel, state 
media said. Twenty-seven 
US bases in the region, as 
well as Israel’s military 
headquarters and a 
Defence industries com-
plex in Tel Aviv, were 
among the targets, Iranian 
state TV said. The IRGC 
announced that in the 
fifth wave of Operation 
True Promise4 (Iran has 
named the Operation 
True Promise4) in the 
Indian Ocean, the MSP 
ship, which was carrying 
ammunition for American 
vessels, was hit by four 
drones at the Jebel Ali 
anchorage and was com-
pletely disabled with dam-
age and explosions.It said 
four ballistic missiles and 
12 drones hit the American 
naval base in the Abdullah 
Mubarak area of Kuwait. 

Iranian Supreme Leader killed in US-Israeli strikes, Iran launches 
retaliatory attacks, Middle East peace in limbo
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Khammam (TSIT): 
Political parties should 
refrain from exploiting the 
Velugumatla Bhoodan 
lands issue for political 
mileage in the name of the 
poor, and any attempt to 
incite tensions would be 
dealt with firmly, warned 
State Revenue, 
Information and Housing 
Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy.

The minister held a 
meeting with the affected 
families at the Collectorate 
and later addressed the 
media. District Collector 
Anudeep Durishetty and 
Police Commissioner 
Sunil Dutt also participat-
ed in the meeting and the 
subsequent press confer-
ence. He said the govern-
ment had received infor-
mation that certain pri-
vate individuals had alleg-
edly collected money from 
poor families by promis-
ing house site allotments 
on government land. 
Victims were urged to 
come forward without fear 
and lodge complaints with 
the police, assuring that 

action would be initiated 
and efforts made to recov-
er the money.

Stating that the govern-
ment was examining the 
issue purely from the per-
spective of justice to the 
poor, he said some elements 
were trying to politicise the 
matter. A detailed verifica-
tion of the socio-economic 
background and eligibility 
of each affected family 
would be conducted. 
Government employees and 
those who had already ben-
efited from housing schemes 
would not be considered, 
while genuinely eligible 

poor families would be allot-
ted house sites either in 
nearby areas of Khammam 
or in their native places 
under the Indiramma hous-
ing scheme. 

He further assured that 
the new layouts would be 
developed with basic infra-
structure such as drinking 
water, electricity, internal 
roads, an anganwadi centre 
and a school. Maintaining 
that there would be no injus-
tice to deserving families, 
the minister said eligible 
beneficiaries would receive 
house site allotments by 
March 15.

Don’t Politicise Issue in the Name 
of the Poor:  Ponguleti Warns

Papani Srinu elected 
as the President of Gudur Mandal 
Telangana Region Padmasali Sangam

Mahabubabad District Correspondent 
(Balne Suman): The new committee of 
the Telangana region Padmasali Sangam 
was unanimously appointed at the Gudur 
Mandal Center on the instructions of 
State President Kamarthapu Murali and 
District President Chilaka Mari 
Venkateswarlu. Papani Srinivas was 
appointed as the Mahabubabad District 
Gudur Mandal President, Pogu Jaya as 
the Mandal Women President, Elagam 
Bhaskar as the General Secretary, 
Papani Ramesh as the Treasurer, and 
Bathula Yashwanth as the Mandal Youth 
President. District executive members 
Vemula Ekantam, Samala Chandramouli, 
Namanni Sadanand and others partici-
pated in this program, elected and hand-
ed over the responsibility of organizing.

The Chief Justice of India, Hon'ble 
Justice Suryakant Garu, unveiled the 
foundation stone of the newly construct-
ed complex of 16 court buildings at 
Daminedu, Tirupati Rural Mandal, 
Tirupati District.**The Chief Justice of 
India, Judges of the Supreme Court of 
India, Judges of the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court, tirupati district collector s. 
Venkateshwar,sp subbarayudu and oth-
ers participated in the event.*

Bhatti Invites CM Revanth 
for Son’s Wedding

Hyderabad : Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka, along with his 
spouse, called on Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy and his wife at their residence in 
Jubilee Hills and formally invited them 
to the wedding of their son, Surya 
Vikramaditya.The wedding of Surya 
Vikramaditya is scheduled to be held in 
Hyderabad on the 5th of this month. 
Meeting was cordial, with the Deputy 
Chief Minister extending a personal invi-
tation to the Chief Minister’s family to 
grace the occasion and bless the couple.

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
Unveils Statue of Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj in Nalgonda

Nalgonda (TSIT): Roads & Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy on Sunday unveiled a statue of 
Chhatrapati Veer Shivaji Maharaj at 
Ramulasbanda village in Nalgonda mandal.  
Minister participated in the annual 
Brahmotsavam Rathotsavam celebrations of 
Sri Sitaramachandra Swamy before inaugurat-
ing the newly installed statue in the village. 
Speaking on the occasion, Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy described Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
as a symbol of bravery and valor. He called upon 
the youth to work unitedly for the development 
of their village and draw inspiration from the 
ideals of Shivaji. The Minister appreciated site 
donor Palle Sugunamma, statue donor Vangala 
Kiran Kumar Goud, and members of the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Committee for their efforts 
in installing the statue. MLC Kethavath 
Shankar Naik, former Nalgonda Municipal 
Chairman Buri Srinivas Reddy, former ZPTCs 
Gummula Mohan Reddy and Vangooru 
Lakshmaiah, Market Committee Chairman 
Jukuri Ramesh, Sarpanch Chamakuri Shankar 
Goud, and several committee members and vil-
lagers attended the programme.

Hyderabad: Minister for SC, ST 
Welfare Adluri Laxman Kumar on 
Sunday directed officials to 
reclaim government lands alleg-
edly encroached upon during the 
previous BRS regime and redis-
tribute them to eligible poor fami-
lies. Addressing an awareness pro-
gramme on the household solar 
scheme at Nandi Medaram village 
in Dharmaram mandal, the 
Minister said the government is 
committed to safeguarding public 
lands and ensuring they benefit 
deserving sections of society.

He alleged that several govern-
ment lands in villages such as 
Narsingapur, Kheelavanparthi 
and Dharmaram were occupied by 
ineligible individuals in the past. 
He instructed revenue officials to 
conduct a special drive to identify 
encroachments, cancel irregular 
pattas wherever necessary and 
restore the lands to government 

control for redistribution to the 
poor.

“The misuse of public property 
will not be tolerated. The govern-
ment will act firmly against illegal 
occupations,” he asserted.

Push for Solar-Powered Village
Highlighting the renewable 

energy initiative, Laxman Kumar 
urged residents to fully utilise the 
solar scheme being implemented 
in Nandi Medaram. He noted that 
the village was selected as a 100 per 
cent solar-powered village initia-
tive with the support of Deputy 
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka.

In the first phase, 2-kilowatt 
solar panels are being installed for 
1,486 domestic electricity connec-
tions. In the second phase, 628 
agricultural pump sets will be cov-
ered. The government has allocat-
ed Rs.51 crore for the project and 
sanctioned Rs.36 lakh for strength-
ening local power infrastructure 
by replacing electricity lines.

The Minister also directed offi-
cials to expedite the development of 
a sports ground at Dharmaram 
mandal headquarters within 15 
days, with facilities for cricket, vol-
leyball and a walking track.
Additionally, he said borewells 
have been drilled to address drink-
ing water needs and 80 houses under 
the Indiramma housing scheme 
have been sanctioned to eligible 
beneficiaries.Reiterating the gov-
ernment’s focus, Laxman Kumar 
said public assets will be protected 
and welfare-driven development 
will continue to ensure that land 
and resources serve the most disad-
vantaged communities.

Adluri Laxman Kumar Calls for Reclaiming 
Encroached Government Lands

Hyderabad: TGIIC 
Chairperson Nirmala 
Jaggareddy on Sunday 
reiterated that the 
Congress government is 
committed to the holistic 
development of women 
and is implementing sev-
eral welfare and empower-
ment initiatives to 
strengthen them socially 
and economically.

During her visit to 
Chandapur village in 
Sadashivapet mandal, she 
laid foundation stones for 
a new CC road, a Mahila 
Samakhya building, and a 
school compound wall. 
She also inaugurated a 
drinking water plant set 
up for the benefit of the 

villagers and participated 
in the housewarming cer-
emonies of two newly con-
structed Indiramma hous-
es.Speaking on the occa-
sion, she said that immedi-
ately after coming to 

power, the Congress gov-
ernment introduced free 
bus travel for women. She 
added that the govern-
ment is providing low-
interest loans to women, 
constructing dedicated 

buildings for women’s self-
help groups, and support-
ing the establishment of 
petrol bunks for women’s 
groups.

She further stated that 
plans are underway to 
allocate buses to women’s 
self-help groups so that 
they can operate transport 
services independently in 
the future.

Mandal Congress 
President Siddanna, 
Village Sarpanch Patlolla 
Mallesh, Deputy 
Sarpanch, ward mem-
bers, Mandal Sarpanch 
Forum President Oggu 
Srinivas and several vil-
lagers attended the pro-
gramme.

Nirmala Jaggareddy Participates in Development Works 
at Chandapur, Stresses Women’s Empowerment

By Dr. Vanitha

On the occasion of International Women’s 
Day, this is not just the story of an accom-
plished woman but also of the silent 
strength who stood behind her journey.
Dr. Vanitha  independent correspondent, 
researcher, author, and social contributor  
has carved a distinctive identity in educa-
tion, culture, and Telugu literature. Her 
journey reflects perseverance, scholar-
ship, and service. But it is equally a story 
of partnership, belief, and unwavering 
support from her husband, Dr. Vijaya 
Kumar Dyapa.
National Recognition
 for Educational Research
In 2023, Dr. Vanitha received a National-
Level Award along with a cash prize for 
her outstanding research paper titled “The 
Role of National Education Policy 2020 in 
Eliminating Social and Economic 
Inequalities in Education.” The award was 
presented at Telangana Raj Bhavan by 
then Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan, 
recognizing her scholarly depth and com-
mitment to educational reform.

She earned her Ph.D. from  Potti Sriramulu 
Telugu University after eight years of 
extensive research on “Folk Women’s 
Dances and Songs in Telugu States.” Her 
work documented and preserved the cul-
tural expressions of women across 
Telangana, Rayalaseema, and Coastal 
Andhra, emphasizing the inseparable link 
between folk traditions and women’s iden-
tity.
Her doctoral research was completed 
under the academic guidance of Prof. 
Chigicherla Krishna Reddy, and it 
required extensive fieldwork, travel, and 
perseverance.
The Pillar Behind the Journey
Behind this academic and professional 
success stands Dr. Vijaya Kumar Dyapa  a 
distinguished political cartoonist and 
press correspondent with 44 years of dedi-
cated service in journalism. His cartoons, 
caricatures, illustrations, and articles 
have earned recognition nationally and 
internationally, bringing him numerous 

honors.
A doctorate holder himself, Dr. Dyapa 
built his career through intellectual integ-
rity and relentless dedication. Yet, despite 
his demanding professional life filled with 
deadlines and public commitments, he 
remained a constant source of encourage-
ment in his wife’s academic pursuits.
He did not merely support her aspirations  
he actively empowered her to rise, ensur-
ing her ambitions were never secondary to 
family responsibilities.
A Career of Contribution
With over two and a half decades as an 
independent correspondent, Dr. Vanitha 
contributed to numerous dailies, periodi-
cals, and research journals, becoming a 
respected voice in Telugu journalism. She 
presented research papers at national sem-
inars hosted by institutions including 
Adikavi Nannaya University and Sri Potti 
Sriramulu Telugu University.
Her contributions have been recognized 
with several honors, including:

Lions Club Award (2005)
Sankalp Award (2016)
COWE Award (2022)
She is currently authoring a research book 
titled “Telangana.”
Beyond academia and journalism, Dr. 
Vanitha founded and presides over 
“Bandhan,” a voluntary organization dedi-
cated to social welfare and nurturing 
human relationships. For over a decade, 
she has organized competitions for chil-
dren and youth, promoting arts, Telugu 
literature, and encouraging visits to insti-
tutions such as the State Central Library 
and City Central Library to cultivate a love 
for knowledge.
Empowerment Begins at Home
True empowerment, she reflects, begins at 
home. It thrives in respect, grows in part-
nership, and flourishes when ambition is 
supported rather than suppressed.
Behind her awards stands his encourage-
ment.
Behind her doctorate stands his faith.
Behind her voice stands his unwavering 
support.
This Women’s Day, Dr. Vanitha celebrates 
not only her own journey of dignity, resil-
ience, and scholarly excellence — but also 
the man who ensured her light never 
dimmed.
“Confidence is born when someone 
believes in you before you believe in your-
self,” she says.
In honoring women’s achievements, this 
story reminds us that empowerment is 
strongest when it is shared — when part-
nership becomes purpose, and success 
becomes collective.

Behind Every Empowered Woman Stands 
a Man Who Believed in Her A Women’s Day

Images Mahindra & Mahindra 
Unveils XEV 9e Cineluxe Edition 
at 29.35 Lakh

Hyderabad: Mahindra & 
Mahindra has launched 
the exclusive XEV 9e 
Cineluxe Edition, elevating 
luxury in its flagship elec-
tric SUV lineup. Priced at 
Rs.29.35 lakh (ex-show-
room), bookings open on 
March 2, 2026, with deliver-
ies commencing from 
March 10, 2026.
The Cineluxe Edition is 
offered in exclusive Satin 
Black and Satin White 
exterior shades, comple-
mented by premium 
Chestnut Brown and 
Nocturne Black smooth-
grain leatherette interiors, 
designed to create a private 
lounge-like cabin experi-
ence.
Powered by a 79 kWh bat-
tery, the SUV delivers over 
500 km of real-world range, 
combining performance 
with long-distance capabil-
ity. It is built on the top-
spec Pack Three variant.
The vehicle features a 
coast-to-coast triple HD dis-
play, a 16-speaker Harman 
Kardon sound system with 
Dolby Atmos, Infinity Roof, 
and ambient lighting with 
over 16 million colour 
options. Advanced technol-
ogies include VisionX AR 
heads-up display, 
EyeDentity driver moni-
toring, Hands-Free Park 
(Auto Park Assist), 
Secure360, Digital Key, 
Secure360 Pro, and person-
alised drive modes.
Since its global unveiling 
in November 2024, the XEV 
9e has gained significant 
recognition in India’s luxu-
ry EV segment, including 
winning the Green Car of 

Hyderabad: Director 
General of Police B. 
Shivadhar Reddy on Sunday 
conducted a comprehensive 
review of law and order in the 
Khammam and Warangal 
Police Commissionerates, 
directing officers to adopt a 
proactive and people-centric 
approach.

During meetings with 
senior officials, the DGP 
emphasized strengthening 
preventive policing, intensi-

fying cybercrime monitoring, 
and taking strict action 
against narcotics trafficking 
and illegal sand transporta-
tion from neighbouring 
states. He stressed the use of 
technology and forensic tools 
to enhance investigation 
quality and ensure higher 
conviction rates.

Referring to the State-wide 
road safety campaign “Arrive 
Alive,” he said it will be held 
from March 25 to 31 across 

Telangana, following direc-
tions of Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy to reduce 
road accidents through coor-
dinated departmental efforts.

The DGP also instructed 
officers to prepare for the 
99-day “Praja Palana – 
Pragathi Pranalika” pro-
gramme from March 6 to 
June 12, aimed at strengthen-
ing public outreach and ser-
vice delivery.

In Khammam, he received 
a guard of honour and inau-
gurated new staff quarters 
and a Police Sports Complex. 
In Warangal, he opened a 
police petrol filling station at 
the Madikonda Police 
Training Centre in collabora-
tion with Indian Oil 
Corporation and inaugurated 
a modernised Police Guest 
House in Hanamkonda. He 
also launched a new 
“Bharosa” Centre in Jangaon 
to support victims, particu-
larly women and children.

Senior officers including 
Multi Zone-I IGP S. 
Chandrasekhar Reddy, 
Khammam CP Sunil Dutt and 
Warangal CP Sunpreet Singh 
attended the review meet-
ings.

GP Shivadhar Reddy Reviews Law & Order in Khammam, 
Warangal; Calls for Proactive Policing 

The Honorable Chief Justice of India, Justice Suryakant visited Tirumala temple and offered prayers to the 
presiding deity ofSri Venkateswara Swamy along with his family and an entourage of Judges hailing from 
various Courts belonging to different states besides CJ of AP High Court Justice Dhiraj Singh Thakur.
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Hyderabad: The 89th Birth 
Anniversary of veteran lead-
er and former Speaker 
Duddilla Sripada Rao will be 
commemorated on March 2, 
2026, at 5:30 PM at Shilpakala 
Vedika, Hitech City, 
Hyderabad.The commemo-
rative event is being organ-
ised under the leadership of 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu, 
Minister for Information 
Technology, Electronics & 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Industries & Commerce, and 
Legislative Affairs, as a trib-
ute to the enduring legacy 
and public service of Sri 
Sripada Rao.

A. Revanth Reddy Chief 
Minister of Telangana, will 
grace the occasion as the 
Chief Guest.Several promi-
nent leaders from the State 
and the Centre are expected 
to attend the programme, 
including H. D. 
Kumaraswamy, Union 
Minister for Heavy 
Industries & Public 
Enterprises; G. Kishan 
Reddy, Union Minister for 

Coal & Mines; Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, Deputy Chief 
Minister of Telangana and 
U. T. Khader, Speaker of the 
Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly.

The event will also wit-
ness the presence of distin-
guished dignitaries includ-
ing Gutha Sukhender 
Reddy, Chairman of the 
Telangana Legislative 
Council Gaddam Prasad 
Kumar, Speaker of the 
Telangana Legislative 
Assembly and Jupally 
Krishna Rao, Minister for 
Prohibition & Excise, 
Tourism, Culture & 

Archaeology.
Among the Guests of 

Honour are Adluri Laxman 
Kumar, Minister for SC 
Development, Tribal 
Welfare, DEPWD, Senior 
Citizens & Transgender 
Persons; Ponnam 
Prabhakar, Minister for 
Transport & BC Welfare M. 
Anil Kumar Yadav, Member 
of Rajya Sabha Surabhi 
Vani Devi, Member of the 
Telangana Legislative 
Council Arekapudi Gandhi, 
MLA, Serilingampally; 
Tanikella Bharani, eminent 
cinema artist; and senior 
IAS officer Jayesh Ranjan.

As part of the celebra-
tions, Memorial Awards will 
be presented to eminent per-
sonalities including former 
DRDO Chairman G. 
Satheesh Reddy, Padma 
awardee Shobha Raju, cor-
porate leader Rajanna 
Venkataraman of Tata 
Consultancy Services, and 
Dr. Subbarangaiah 
Kopparapu, Director & Head 
of Veda IIT.

89th Birth Anniversary of Duddilla Sripada 
Rao to be Held on March 2

Siddipet: Union 
Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar said that 
development of villages 
should rise above politi-
cal criticism and focus on 
bringing Central and 
State funds to remote 
areas. He made these 
remarks during his visit 
to Vijayanagar Colony in 
Koheda mandal of 
Siddipet district.

Recalling his earlier 
promise during the Gram 
Panchayat elections, 

Bandi Sanjay handed 
over a Rs.10 lakh grant 
from his MP funds to 
Sadula Amulya, the BJP-
backed sarpanch of 
Vijayanagar Colony, who 
was unanimously elected. 
He thanked the villagers 
for extending unanimous 
support to the BJP-
supported candidate and 
said he personally 
ensured the release of 
funds despite delays 
caused by municipal elec-
tions and official engage-
ments.

The Union Minister 
stated that he allocates 
Rs.5 crore annually under 
MP funds for develop-
ment activities across five 
districts in his 
Karimnagar parliamen-
tary constituency. He 
highlighted initiatives 
such as drilling borewells 
in several villages, partic-
ularly in Husnabad con-
stituency, distributing 
bicycles to 20,000 stu-
dents, and paying exami-
nation fees for 15,000 
Class 10 government 
school students from his 
salary.

He noted that the 
Centre has released sub-
stantial funds for village 
panchayat development, 
which will soon reach 
rural areas. Emphasizing 
that the progress of the 
state and the nation 
depends on the develop-
ment of villages, Bandi 
Sanjay assured that he 
would continue striving 
to secure more funds and 
accelerate rural develop-

Bandi Sanjay Sanctions Rs.10 Lakh Grant to Vijayanagar Colony 
Sarpanch, Calls for Village Development Beyond Politics
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Hyderabad: In a major 
milestone for healthcare 
access in Telangana, 
Apollo Pharmacy on 
Friday inaugurated its 
1,000th store in the state, 
further strengthening its 
footprint across all 33 dis-
tricts. The landmark out-
let was formally inaugu-
rated by Upasana 
Kamineni Konidela, Vice 
Chairperson – CSR, Apollo 
Hospitals.

With this expansion, 
Apollo Pharmacy now 
operates 1,000 stores in 
Telangana alone, provid-
ing round-the-clock access 
to over 50,000 genuine 
medicines and wellness 
products. The network 
currently services more 
than 1.65 lakh medicine 
orders daily and supports 
over 10,000 employees 
across retail, digital and 
supply chain operations in 
the state.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Upasana Kamineni 

Konidela said the mile-
stone reflects Apollo’s 
commitment not just to 
expanding healthcare 
access but also to generat-
ing sustainable employ-
ment opportunities.

“This milestone is about 
creating meaningful and 
inclusive growth. We are 
particularly focused on 
empowering women by 
providing stable careers, 
leadership opportunities 
and financial indepen-

dence, enabling them to 
uplift their families and 
communities,” she said.

Apollo Pharmacy has 
also witnessed strong digi-
tal growth through its 
omni-channel platform, 
Apollo 24/7, which cur-
rently has over 25 lakh 
users in Telangana. The 
platform integrates tele-
consultations, diagnostics, 
insurance solutions and 
home delivery of medi-
cines, ensuring seamless 

healthcare access.
The company 

announced plans to open 
over 200 additional stores 
in Telangana over the next 
three years, further deep-
ening its presence in 
urban and semi-urban 
regions.

About Apollo HealthCo
Apollo HealthCo, which 

operates Apollo Pharmacy 
and the Apollo 24/7 plat-
form, manages over 7,100 
stores nationwide serving 
customers across 19,000+ 
pincodes. The digital plat-
form facilitates around 1 
lakh daily medicine deliv-
eries, 4.5 lakh monthly 
doctor consultations and 
80,000 monthly diagnostic 
bookings to more than 4.6 
crore registered users.

Backed by technology-
driven systems and a 
trusted healthcare legacy, 
Apollo continues to 
expand its integrated, con-
sumer-first healthcare 
ecosystem across India.

Apollo Pharmacy Crosses 1,000 Stores in Telangana Upasana 
Kamineni Konidela Inaugurates Landmark Outlet

Rare Eye Disorders Highlighted on 
World Rare Disease Day 2026

Hyderabad (TSIT): World Rare Disease Day 2026 was 
observed in the city with a special focus on rare ophthal-
mic disorders, calling for early diagnosis and stronger 
genetic services.The programme was organised by the 
Indian Organisation for Rare Diseases (IORD) in collabo-
ration with L V Prasad Eye Institute and Rainbow 
Children's Hospital.Experts stressed that while individual 
rare eye diseases affect small numbers, collectively they 
impose a significant burden on children and families. 
They underlined the need for improved referral systems, 
multidisciplinary care, and greater public awareness.
The event also featured the release of the IORD Annual 
Report 2025 and screening of a short awareness film, rein-
forcing the message that patients living with rare diseases 
should not feel unseen or unheard.

Student Welfare and Academic Continuity
 Given Top Priority: BC Welfare Officer.

Mancherial (TSIT) Ensuring the health, welfare, and 
uninterrupted education of students residing in welfare 
hostels remains a top priority, said District Backward 
Classes Welfare Officer Bhagyavathi on Sunday.
In the wake of reports highlighting issues at the Integrated 
Boys’ Backward Classes Welfare Hostel run by the BC 
Welfare Department in Mancherial, the officer conducted 
an inspection of 
the hostel prem-
ises. She inter-
acted with stu-
dents and 
r e v i e w e d 
arrangements 
related to food 
supply, drinking 
water, accommo-
dation, and kitchen management.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ms. Bhagyavathi said the inspection was undertak-
en in response to the reports that had appeared in the 
media. She noted that a temporary lapse in supervision 
and coordination at the hostel level had led to disruptions 
in food supply and certain basic amenities. Acting on the 
District Collector’s directions, immediate corrective mea-
sures were initiated, she said.Steps have been taken to 
ensure uninterrupted food supply, provision of safe drink-
ing water, proper accommodation, and effective kitchen 
operations, she added. The situation at the hostel has 
since returned to normal.

Hyderabad: Deputy Chief 
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka 
on Sunday said that arts rep-
resent the soul of Telangana 
and affirmed that the state 
government is giving top 
priority to the promotion 
and preservation of arts and 
culture.

He was speaking at the 
grand Ramadasu Jayanthi 
celebrations held at the LB 
Indoor Stadium in 
Hyderabad. Praising 
Bhadrachala Ramadasu as a 
great composer and a pride 
of Telangana soil, the 
Deputy CM said the govern-
ment is committed to restor-
ing the past glory of artists 
and safeguarding the state’s 
rich cultural heritage.

Bhatti Vikramarka stated 
that over the past two years, 
the government has orga-
nized numerous cultural 
programmes under the 
aegis of the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi to communicate 
the state’s developmental 
achievements to the public 
through art forms. He noted 
that these initiatives 
received enthusiastic public 
participation and apprecia-
tion.

Recalling the legacy of 

Gopanna, born in 
Nelakondapalli, who earned 
eternal recognition as 
Bhakta Ramadasu, the 
Deputy CM said his devo-
tional compositions and the 
Bhadrachalam temple con-
tinue to inspire generations 
of Telugu people.

Emphasizing that arts are 
not merely for entertain-
ment but powerful instru-
ments of social awakening, 
he observed that Telangana 
has a long history of using 
art forms to spread aware-
ness and address rural 
issues.

He directed the Sangeet 

Natak Akademi to prepare a 
comprehensive action plan 
integrating temples, tour-
ism and culture by connect-
ing heritage sites, including 
UNESCO-recognized tem-
ples like Ramappa, with 
ancient temples across the 
state to promote cultural 
tourism.

Expressing happiness 
over the public’s growing 
enthusiasm for cultural pro-
grammes, Bhatti 
Vikramarka assured that 
the government would 
extend full financial support 
for organizing such events 
in the future.

Telangana’s Soul Lies in Its Arts 
Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka

Khammam (TSIT): The demo-
lition of houses on Bhoodan 
lands at Velugumatla in 
Khammam district has trig-
gered a political controversy, 
with allegations that the drive 
was aimed at benefiting real-
tors. It was alleged that hun-
dreds of poor families were 
rendered homeless despite 
court directions to maintain 
status quo. After visiting the 
affected families, BJP state 
president Naraparaju 

Ramachandra Rao said nearly 
600 families had been residing 
for over 15 years on survey 
numbers 147, 148 and 149 and 
had constructed small houses 
with their savings. 

Demolition ‘to benefit realtors’

Hyderabad: District 
Collector Harichandana 
Dasari conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the 
BJR Nagar Basti 
Dawakhana on Sunday 
morning  and directed 
medical officers to 
ensure improved health-
care services for 
patients visiting the 
facility.
During the visit, the 
Collector reviewed punc-
tuality of staff, overall 
functioning of the centre, 
maintenance of registers, 
and the Out-Patient (OP) 
process. She examined 
the quality of services 
being provided and inter-
acted with patients to 
gather feedback on the 
treatment and facilities 
available.

The Collector also 
underwent a medical 
check-up at the centre. 
As she was experiencing 
symptoms of fever and 
cold, Medical Officer Dr. 

Varsha provided neces-
sary medication.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Harichandana 
Dasari said that with 
changing weather condi-
tions, there is likely to be 
an increase in patients 
visiting Basti 
Dawakhanas across the 
district. She instructed 
medical officers to strict-
ly adhere to government 
guidelines, maintain 
punctuality, and ensure 
that patients receive 
quality treatment while 
building trust in public 
healthcare services.

District Collector Harichandana 
Dasari Conducts Surprise Visit to 

Basti Dawakhana

Khammam (TSIT): 
Leadership positions are 
earned through disci-
pline, integrity and 
unwavering commitment 
to public service, former 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
Muppavarapu Venkaiah 
Naidu said on Sunday. 
Addressing a gathering at 
the birth centenary book 
release programme of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee in 
Khammam, he said sus-
tained hard work, ideo-
logical clarity and faith in 
democratic institutions 
were crucial for rising in 

public life. Naidu 
described Vajpayee as a 
statesman who never 
compromised for office 
and accepted both victory 
and defeat with grace. He 
recalled that Vajpayee’s 
tenure saw transforma-
tive initiatives such as the 
Golden Quadrilateral 
highway network, expan-
sion of rural connectivity 
and key reforms in the 

telecommunications sec-
tor. He said the Pokhran 
nuclear tests demonstrat-
ed India’s resolve on the 
global stage. Urging citi-
zens to support value-
based politics, he called 
on voters to assess leaders 
by character and compe-
tence rather than caste, 
money or religion, and 
asked the media to priori-
tise constructive issues. 

Discipline and values essential for leadership.. Venkaiah naidu

Preventive Policing Focus 
to Tackle Emerging Crimes

Khammam: Calling for a sharper focus on preventive 
policing, Telangana Director General of Police B. 
Shivadhar Reddy stressed the need to proactively tackle 
emerging crime trends, including cyber offences, drug 
trafficking, road accidents and illegal sand transportation 
from neighbouring states. During his visit to Khammam, 
he received a guard of honour at the Police Headquarters 

and later held a compre-
hensive crime review 
meeting with senior 
officers.He directed offi-
cials to intensify action 
against cybercrime, 
noting a steady rise in 
such offences over the 
past decade, and empha-

sised greater public awareness to prevent online fraud. 
Referring to the efforts of the Telangana Cyber Security 
Bureau and the anti-narcotics wing EAGLE, he said spe-
cialised agencies were effectively cracking down on 
organised drug networks. He also suggested adopting the 
‘Cyber Simba’ outreach model to educate citizens at the 
grassroots level. 

Minister Konda Surekha inaugurated 
the Child Care statue 

W A R A N G A L , 
March 1, TSIT :  
Child care statue 
built at MGM 
Junction in 
Warangal city at a 
cost of Rs 35 lakhs   
tate Devadaya 
Forest Environment 
Minister Konda 
Surekha along with 
city mayor Gundu 
Sudharani and Warangal 

West MLA Naini 
Rajender Reddy unveiled 

it on Sunday. 
Collectors of 
Warangal and 
Hanmakonda dis-
tricts Dr. Satya 
Sharada, Chahat 
Bajpai, local cor-
p o r a t o r 
V i j a y a l a k s h m i 
Surender,Public 
representatives 
and others par-

ticipated.

RANGAREDDY : MLC 
Nagarkunta Naveen Kumar 
Reddy inaugurated a free drink-
ing water centre (Chalivendram) 
at Ramachandrapur Crossroads 
to help residents cope with the 
summer heat. The initiative was 
organised in the presence of BRS 
leaders and local representatives.
Speaking at the event, he praised 

Bodampati Ravinder Reddy for 
arranging the facility every year 
in memory of his father, 
Madhusudan Reddy. He noted 
that many people struggle for 
drinking water during peak sum-
mer and said such service-orient-
ed efforts are truly commend-
able. He added that using one’s 
resources to serve the poor 

reflects genuine leadership.The 
MLC highlighted Ravinder 
Reddy’s continued involvement 
in village development and wel-
fare activities, stating that his 
commitment earned public trust, 
leading to the election of his wife, 
Anusha Ravinder Reddy, as 
Sarpanch with a strong majority. 
Sarpanch Anusha Ravinder 
Reddy said the annual initiative 
brings her great satisfaction and 
recalled her father-in-law’s 
advice to always set aside a por-
tion of earnings for the welfare of 
the poor. She affirmed her com-
mitment to continue supporting 
such service activities. Local 
leaders, party workers, and vil-
lagers attended the programme.

MLC Nagarkunta Naveen Kumar Reddy 
Launches Summer Water Facility in Kondurg
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Telangana/AP

Amaravati (TSIT): 
INFINITUS 2026, the four-
day national techno-cultur-
al fest of SRM University-
AP, concluded on a spectac-
ular note, drawing 6,581 
participants from across 
the country and transform-
ing the campus into a 
vibrant celebration of inno-
vation and culture.

Day 3 turned magical as 
renowned playback singer 
Karthik enthralled the 
audience with his soulful 
melodies and energetic 
stage presence. From 
romantic ballads to chart-
topping hits, his perfor-
mance created an electrify-
ing atmosphere, with stu-
dents lighting up the night 
in a sea of music and cheers.

The grand finale wit-
nessed a power-packed per-
formance by sensational 
singer Jonita Gandhi, who 
had the crowd singing along 
to every beat. High-energy 
DJ sets by DJ Gowtham and 

DJ Ali further amplified the 
festive spirit with pulsating 
pro-show performances.

Beyond entertainment, 
the fest featured over 25 
technical competitions 
including hackathons, 
robotics challenges, coding 
contests, VR experiences, 
drone simulators, work-
shops, and expert semi-
nars. More than 10 non-
technical events such as 
photography, fashion 
showcases, and cubing 
competitions celebrated 
creativity and diverse tal-
ents.During the valedicto-
ry ceremony, Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Ch Satish 
Kumar and other dignitar-
ies felicitated the winners, 
applauding the students’ 
spirit and innovation.

INFINITUS 2026 once 
again showcased SRM 
University-AP as a dynamic 
platform where technology, 
talent, and celebration came 
together in grand harmony.

Hyderabad: Telangana 
is set to host yet anoth-
er prestigious interna-
tional sporting event as 
the state prepares for 
the FIH Women’s 
Hockey World Cup 2026 
Qualifiers, to be held 
from March 8 to 14, 
2026, at the newly laid 
world-class astro turfs 
at the Gachibowli 
Hockey Stadium.

The tournament is 

being organised by the 
Telangana Department 
of Sports under the 
leadership of Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, in collaboration 
with Fédération 
Internationale de 
Hockey (FIH) and 
Hockey India.

Eight nations — 
India, Austria, England, 
Italy, Korea, Scotland, 
Uruguay, and Wales — 

will compete in 
the qualifiers, 
which play a cru-
cial role in deter-
mining berths 
for the upcoming 
Women’s Hockey 
World Cup 2026. 
This marks the 
first time 
Hyderabad is 
hosting an inter-
national tourna-
ment of this stat-

ure in women’s hockey.
The Sports Authority 

of Telangana is oversee-
ing the event, coordi-
nating with various 
departments to ensure 
smooth conduct. Teams 
from India, Scotland, 
and Uruguay have 
already arrived in the 

city.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l -

standard accommoda-
tion and world-class 
facilities have been 
arranged for all partici-
pating teams. Special 
heritage tours and 
entertainment pro-
grammes have also 
been planned for play-
ers and international 
delegates.

Officials said the state 
government’s contin-
ued focus on sports 
development has 
enabled Telangana to 
host several national 
and international 
events, further 
strengthening its posi-
tion as a growing hub 
for global sporting 
excellence.

INFINITUS 2026 Ends on a 
High with Karthik, Jonita 
Gandhi Lighting Up SRM-AP

Hyderabad to Host FIH Women’s Hockey 
World Cup 2026 Qualifiers from March 8

Hyderabad, Mar 1 (TSIT) 
union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar on Sunday said that 
NRIs living in Gulf countries 
need not worry amid the 
ongoing US–Israel–Iran war, 
as the Centre has facilitated 
a route for their safe return 
to India via Muscat, Oman.

In a statement, The 
Minister said NRIs stranded 
in countries such as Dubai, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia can now travel 
by road to Oman and fly to 
India from Muscat 
International Airport.

He said the Indian 
Embassy in Muscat has also 
issued an advisory in this 
regard. According to offi-
cials, Dubai is about 450 km 
by road from Muscat, while 
travellers from other Gulf 
nations may need to cover 

nearly 1,000 km.
Bandi Sanjay clarified 

that travellers must obtain 
the required visit or tourist 
visa before entering Oman. 
Indian passport holders with 
valid visas or residence per-
mits from the US, UK, 
Canada, Japan or Schengen 
countries are eligible for a 
14-day on-arrival visa, sub-
ject to conditions such as 
return tickets, hotel book-
ings and health insurance. 
The on-arrival visa facility is 
also available to Indians 
residing in GCC countries 
with valid resident cards.

He said passports must be 
valid for at least six months 
at the time of travel and 
advised NRIs seeking to 
return to India to stay in 
touch with the Indian 
Embassy in Oman for fur-
ther assistance.

Route via Muscat 
opens for Gulf NRIs to 

return home: union 
Minister Bandi Sanjay

Vijayawada, Mar 1 
(UNI) Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant laid 
the foundation stone for 
the construction of the 
Judicial academy at 
Picchukalapalem village 
near the state capital 
Amaravati in Andhra 
Pradesh on Sunday.

The Judicial academy 
is being constructed at a 
cost of Rs 165 crore.

The event marks a key 
step in enhancing judi-
cial training infrastruc-
ture in the state. It will 
accommodate batches of 
120 trainee judges with 
academic, residential, 
and recreational facili-
ties. Located 5.7 km from 
the AP High Court, it 
connects via a 50-meter-
wide road.

Later, the CJI laid the 
foundation stone for the 
construction of a guest 
house for judges in the 
capital city region. The 
guest house complex for 
judges will be construct-
ed at a cost of Rs 69.40 
crore on a 50,000 square 
feet plot, about 1.2 kms 
from the High Court.

Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Supreme Court judges 
Justice JK Maheshwari, 
Justice PS Narasimha, 
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra, Justice SVN 
Bhatti, Justice Joymalya 
Bagchi, AP high court 
chief justice Dhiraj 
Singh Thakur and Chief 
Secretary G Sai Prasad 
besides officials were 
among those present.

The CJI also inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed residential 
quarters of AP high 
court judges on Sunday. 
The quarters were con-
structed at a cost of Rs 
210 crore on 33.20 acres 
of land. The quarters 
were constructed for 36 
judges with all modern 
facilities in the capital 
city region.

Apart from the distin-
guished judges, CM and 
Chief Secretary, 
Principal Secretaries 
Shyamala Rao and 
Suresh Kumar, CRDA 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Kannababu, Guntur 
District Collector 
Thamim Ansariya, and 
SP Vakul Jindal partici-
pated in the program.

AP: SC CJ Surya Kanh lays stone 
construction of guest house for judges

CJI lays foundation stone for 
Judicial Academy in Amaravati
Amaravati, March 1 : Chief 
Justice of India, Justice 
Surya Kant, on Sunday 
laid the foundation stone 
for Andhra Pradesh 
Judicial Academy and 
inaugurated High Court 
Judges' Residential 
Complex in Amaravati.

He also laid the founda-
tion stone for the Andhra 
Pradesh Judges’ Guest 
House. The Judicial 
Academy is being con-
structed at a cost of Rs 165 
crore with academic, resi-
dential and training facili-
ties to accommodate 120 
trainee judges in each 
batch.

With a total built-up 
area of about 2.05 lakh 
square feet, the proposed 
complex will include an 
academic block, hostel 
facilities, indoor sports 
amenities and other infra-
structure.

The Chief Justice inau-
gurated the High Court 
Judges' Residential 
Complex constructed at 
Pichukalapalem.

Houses with modern 
facilities have been con-
structed for 36 High Court 
Judges in an area of 33.20 
acres at a cost of Rs 210 
crore. Adequate land has 
also been allocated to con-
struct 13 more bungalows, 
keeping in mind the future 
needs. Each house has 
been constructed in the G 1 
model with an area of 7,841 
square feet. These houses 

have been comprehensive-
ly designed with office 
rooms, waiting halls and 
other facilities as per the 
needs of the judges.

The Chief Justice also 
laid the foundation stone 
for the Andhra Pradesh 
Judges’ Guest House in 
Amaravati.

The facility will be con-
structed in a total area of 
6,300 square feet at an esti-
mated cost of Rs.69.40 
crore.

The guest house build-
ing will have ground plus 
three floors. According to 
officials, 20 per cent of the 
total land area has been 
allocated for construction 
and the remaining 80 per 
cent for greenery.

The building is located 
just 1.2 km from the 

Andhra Pradesh High 
Court building in 
Amaravati and is easily 
accessible through 
25-metre and 50-metre 
wide roads.

After laying the founda-
tion stone for the guest 
house, the CJI watched a 
video on the Amaravati 
capital development works 
and the construction work 
of the judges’ guest house.

Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Chief Justice of Andhra 
Pradesh High Court, 
Justice Dheeraj Singh 
Thakur, Supreme Court 
Judges JK Maheshwari, 
PS Narasimha, Prasanth 
Kumar Mishra, SV N 
Bhatti and Joymalya 
Bagchi also attended the 
programmes.

Earlier, the CJI laid the 
foundation stone for the 
District Courts Complex in 
Tirupati. Speaking on the 
occasion, he said the bar 
and the bench are not 
adversaries but two hands 
of the same institution.

He stated that a strong 
bar produces strong advo-
cacy, and when there is 
strong advocacy, that chal-
lenges the judges to think 
harder, reason more care-
fully, and write more 
clearly. He said that the 
quality of assistance which 
the bar provides is reflect-
ed in the overall work of 
the judge. The better the 
bar argues, the better the 
quality of the judgment, 
and when there is a better-
reasoned judgment, public 
confidence is built in the 

Congress running ‘Bulldozer 
regime’ in Telangana, says KTR

Hyderabad, March 1 : 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) working president 
K.T. Rama Rao on Sunday 
alleged that a “bulldozer 
regime” is being run in 
Telangana under the 
Congress government.

He said that from the 
very day Revanth Reddy 
assumed office as Chief 
Minister, the state has 
been witnessing large-
scale demolition of hous-
es and harassment of citi-
zens. KTR accused the 
Chief Minister of focus-
ing only on demolishing 
homes, selling lands and 
promoting what he 
termed as a “real estate 
broker-style gover-
nance,” instead of work-
ing for people’s welfare.

The BRS leader alleged 
that thousands of houses 
are being targeted in the 
name of the Musi project 
to facilitate a massive 
scam. Participating in 
the ‘Musi Dandi March’ 
organised by affected 
families, KTR undertook 
a 3.5-kilometre padayatra 
in Rajendranagar, meet-
ing and consoling victims 
from Haider Shah Kote 
and Madhu Park Ridge 
Apartment who are fac-
ing displacement. 
Thousands of residents 
joined the march and 
expressed their grievanc-
es to him.

Addressing a meeting 
later, KTR assured the 
affected families that the 
BRS party would stand 
firmly with them.

He urged residents to 
protect their homes and 
lands for the next two 
years and expressed con-
fidence that once the BRS 
returns to power under 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao’s 
leadership, the party 
would ensure that no one 
loses their house in the 
name of the Musi project.

KTR alleged that 
despite repeated appeals 
and pleas from apart-
ment residents and fami-
lies — including requests 
showing concern for chil-
dren — the Congress gov-

ernment and Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
are proceeding ruthlessly 
with evictions and 
threats.

He further criticised 
the Chief Minister for 
allegedly prioritising the 
construction of a new 
official residence worth 
Rs 200 crore despite 
already having access to 
existing facilities, while 
ordinary and middle-
class families are being 
pushed out of their 
homes. The BRS leader 
claimed that since com-
ing to power, the 
Congress government 
has made house demoli-
tions its primary activity 
across the state, citing 

actions in Hyderabad 
under HYDRA as well as 
in Ramagundam, 
Mahabubnagar and 
Khammam.

KTR alleged that the 
Musi project is being 
used as a pretext for a 
large-scale financial 
irregularity aimed at 
benefiting contractors 
close to the ruling dispen-
sation.

He stated that during 
the previous BRS govern-
ment, a Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) for Musi 
rejuvenation was pre-
pared at a cost of about 
Rs 16,000 crore without 
displacing a single house-
hold, and included plans 
for roads and flyovers 
with minimal public dis-
ruption.

Questioning the 
Congress government’s 
stand on buffer zones, 
KTR pointed out that the 
same apartments now 
facing action had earlier 
received official permis-
sions. He asked why 
action is not being taken 
against those who grant-
ed approvals earlier. KTR 
also criticised Congress 
leadership at the national 
level, stating that while 
Rahul Gandhi speaks 
against bulldozer politics 
elsewhere, the alleged 
demolitions in Telangana 
are being ignored.

Rashmika Mandanna meets Telangana CM 
Revanth Reddy, receives special gift

Mumbai, March 1 : New bride 
Rashmika Mandanna enjoyed a 
fun conversation with Telangana 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. 
'The Girlfriend' actress used social 
media to thank the CM and his 
better half for their hospitality.

Rashmika even expressed her 
gratitude for being presented with 
a special gift, which she promised 
to wear for a special occasion.

Posting a couple of pics from the 
meet on social media, she wrote, 
"Met the honorouble Chief 
Minister of Telangana @revanth_
anumula garu and Geetha garu 
and Nymisha ! It was so soo lovely 
spending time with you and hav-
ing those wonderfully sweet con-
versations!! also thank you for the 
beautiful gift.. I’ll pakka wear it for 
something super special. (sic)."

It is likely that Rashmika visited 

the Chief Minister to invite him to 
her wedding reception slated for 
March 4.

In the meantime, following their 
intimate wedding in Udaipur on 
February 26, Rashmika and Vijay 
Deverakonda offered prayers at 
the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanam temple in Jubilee 
Hills, Hyderabad.

The couple was accompanied by 
Vijay's younger brother, Anand 
Deverakonda. The newlyweds 
smiled and waved to the crowd, 
and shutterbugs gathered outside 
the temple.

While Rashmika looked beauti-
ful in a mehendi green 
Kanjeevaram saree paired with 
temple jewellery, VD accompanied 
her in a white traditional attire 
along with a red uparna. The two 
even distributed sweets to all.



5HYDERABAD
MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026                      Nation

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

The 

Earth News P8JAMMU
Sunday | March 1, 2026NATIONAL

SANAND: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Satur-
day inaugurated Micron 
Technology’s semiconduc-
tor plant at Sanand in Gu-
jarat, and said that after 
being known for its strength 
in software, the country is 
“firmly establishing its iden-
tity” in the hardware sector 
too.
The inauguration of the 
US-based company’s ATMP 
(Assembly, Testing, Mark-
ing and Packaging) plant 
-- the first such facility in 
the country --reflects a deep 
partnership between India 
and the United States, he 
said.
The message has reached the 
world loud and clear: India 
is capable, India is compet-
itive and India is committed, 
Modi said.
India’s message for global 

investors is “India is ready, 
India is reliable, and India 
delivers,” and both dynamic 
market and global opportu-
nities await investors in the 
country, the prime minister 
added.
“India, long known for its 
software strength, is now 
firmly establishing its iden-
tity in the hardware sector 
as well,” he said.
The prime minister said the 
event is a testament to the 
strong cooperation and col-
laboration between India 
and the US, especially in the 
areas of AI and chip technol-
ogies where the partnership 
between the two countries is 
very important.
“The world witnessed a pe-
riod of industrial revolu-
tion throughout the 20th 
century. During that time, 
countries that were ahead 

in factories, machines, and 
mass production made rap-
id progress. But this is the 
century of the AI revolution, 
and semiconductors are the 
bridge to this change. The 
tiny chip is the medium con-
necting both the industrial 
revolution and the AI revo-
lution,” he said.
“If oil was the regulator of 
the last century, the micro-
chip will be the regulator 
of this century. With this 
thought in mind, India de-
cided to move forward rap-
idly in the semiconductor 
sector,” Modi said, noting 
that the country announced 
its Semiconductor Mission 
at a time when the world was 
battling COVID.
“During the pandemic, ev-
erything felt like it was fall-
ing apart, but the seeds we 
planted with conviction are 

now growing and bearing 
fruits,” the PM further said.
India is rapidly becoming 
an integral part of the global 
semiconductor value chain, 
and the entire world wants 
to secure the supply chain of 
both these technologies for 
a better future for humani-
ty, he said. The two largest 
democracies - India and the 
US -- are continuously striv-
ing for this, the PM stated, 
adding that their collective 
effort will also make the 
global supply chain of crit-
ical minerals more secure 
and reliable.
His government has so far 
approved 10 projects un-
der the Semicon India pro-
gramme, and besides the 
Micron plant, three more 
projects are also going to 
start production very soon, 
he added. “The semiconduc-

tor ecosystem we are build-
ing is not limited to any one 
region, it is pan-India,” the 
PM said, adding that work 
has started in projects locat-
ed in Noida (Uttar Pradesh), 
Assam, Odisha and Punjab.
The semiconductor ecosys-
tem isn’t just about a single 
factory and India is focusing 
on the entire value chain, 
said Modi.
“India Semiconductor Mis-
sion 2.0 was announced in 
this budget. Its objective is 
the same: as production in-
creases, demand for materi-
al components and services 
in India will also increase. 
This is the biggest opportu-
nity,” he said.
The PM said another ad-
vantage for India is its sig-
nificant manufacturing am-
bitions. “India has a large 
population that is becoming 

first-time users of gadgets. 
Whether it is electronics, 
automobiles, or other tech-
nologies, demand in India 
is constantly growing,” he 
said, highlighting the expo-
nential growth of electronics 
production and exports in 
the last 11 years.
As electronic component 
manufacturing expands, 
domestic demand for semi-
conductors will also grow, 
Modi said, adding that both 
a dynamic market and glob-
al opportunities await inves-
tors in India. The new plant 
will create a new ecosystem 
at Sanand, the prime minis-
ter said. “When a major au-
tomotive company arrived 
here, an entire ecosystem 
developed with it,” he said, 
in apparent reference to the 
setting up of TATA Nano 
factory years ago.

PM inaugurates semiconductor plant at Sanand; says after software, India making its mark in hardware

SHEOPUR: Nine cheetahs airlifted 
from Botswana arrived at Kuno 
National Park in Madhya Pradesh 
on Saturday and were released into 
an enclosure, boosting India’s big 
cat count under the reintroduction 
programme to 48.
Union Forest Minister Bhupend-
er Yadav released six female and 
three male cheetahs into the en-
closure for quarantine, Madhya 
Pradesh Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) L 
Krishnamoorthy told PTI.
The third batch of cheetahs from 
Africa arrived earlier in the day on 
an Indian Air Force (IAF) aircraft 
as part of a four-year cheetah pop-
ulation revival plan, officials said.
Speaking to reporters, district pub-
lic relations officer Avantika Shri-
vastava said that the animals were 
flown from Botswana to Gwalior 
on an IAF aircraft and were later 
transported to Kuno in IAF heli-
copters.
The IAF has been assisting the 
cheetah revival programme and 
had earlier transported the ani-
mals from Namibia in September 
2022 and from South Africa in 
February 2023, said Project Chee-

tah Director Uttam Sharma.
“The arrival of more cheetahs will 
strengthen the revival programme. 
With the support of the Central 
government, we aim to increase 
the population to 50 as soon as 
possible,” he said.
Three cheetahs have been relocat-
ed to Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, while 36 remain at Kuno, 
Sharma said.
Officials said endangered animals 
are generally not kept in a single 
habitat due to the risk of disease 
outbreaks that could wipe out an 
entire population.
The cheetah, the world’s fastest 
land animal, became extinct in In-
dia nearly seven decades ago.
Last year, 12 cubs were born at 
Kuno, though six, including three 
cubs, did not survive. This year, 
nine cubs were born in two litters 
between February 7 and February 
18. In all, 39 cubs have been born 
at Kuno since 2023, of which 27 
have survived.
Namibia-born Jwala and Aasha, 
South Africa-born Gamini, Veera 
and Nirva, and India-born Mukhi 
have all produced litters at the 
park.

9 cheetahs from Botswana get new home in MP’s 
Kuno National Park; India’s count rises to 48

NEW DELHI:  The Aircraft 
Accident Investigation 
Bureau (AAIB) in its pre-
liminary report on the 
Baramati plane crash has 
recommended that the 
aviation regulator DGCA 
may issue necessary di-
rections to all operators 
flying VFR to uncontrolled 
airfields to strictly adhere 
to the laid-down standard 
operating procedures.
In its 22-page preliminary 
report on the VSR Ven-
ture’s Learjet plane crash 
near Baramati in January 
that killed Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar and four others, the 
aircraft accident probe 
agency AAIB also said that 
all aspects of the plane 
crash will be investigat-
ed to bring out facts, root 
causes and contributory 
factors.
“In view of the interim 
findings brought out so 
far, it is considered nec-
essary to issue following 
interim safety recommen-
dations so that necessary 
preventive actions can 
be taken promptly to en-
hance aviation safety.
“It is recommended that 
DGCA may issue neces-
sary directions to all op-
erators operating VFR 
flights to uncontrolled 
airfields to strictly adhere 
to the laid down standard 
operating procedures,” 
the AAIB said.
Further, “necessary di-
rections may also be is-
sued to all the aerodrome 
operators/organisations 
responsible for handling 

the aerodrome services 
at the uncontrolled air-
fields to ensure that the 
flying operations (includ-
ing Non-scheduled/Pri-
vate/Charter operations) 
in the airfield are allowed 
only when the prevailing 
meteorological conditions 
are within the criteria 
laid down in the relevant 
DGCA regulations,” the 
report said.
The aircraft, a Learjet, 
was cleared for landing at 
Baramati on the morning 
of January 28 after a go-
around due to poor visi-
bility, but after receiving 
the clearance, it did not 
give any read-back to the 
ATC, and moments later, 
it burst into flames on the 
edge of the runway.
“Later, the aircraft was 
heard transmitting “Oh 
S*t ... Oh S*t... “ before it 
crash landed on the left 
side of the runway abeam 
runway 11 threshold,” the 
report said.
Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
and four other persons on 
board a chartered aircraft 
were killed after it crashed 
barely 200 metres from 
the edge of a tabletop run-
way at Baramati airport.
The others killed in the 
tragedy were Captain 
Sumit Kapoor, who had 
a flying experience of 
15,000 hours, co-pilot 
Capt. Shambhavi Pathak 
with 1,500 hours of flying, 
Personal Security Officer 
(PSO) Vidip Jadhav and 
flight attendant Pinky 
Mali.

AAIB releases preliminary 
report on Baramati plane crash AHMEDABAD: Chief Justice 

of India (CJI) Surya Kant on 
Saturday said if a high pro-
portion of law graduates are 
opting for jobs in corporate 
firms instead of practising 
in courts, then the situation 
is worrisome.
Addressing law graduates at 
the 16th convocation of the 
Gujarat National Law Uni-
versity (GNLU) in Ahmed-
abad, he also advised the 
students that the classroom 
cannot teach what practical 
experience can.
“As (GNLU) Vice-Chancel-
lor Professor Dr S Shan-
thakumar pointed out, if 93 
per cent of you have been 
hijacked outside the gates of 
this university by corporate 
entities, then it increases 
my worry. Because I pre-
sume, as a very selfish head 
of the Indian judiciary, that 
the national law schools will 
produce more and more 

members of the bar and the 
bench,” the CJI said.
He advised newly-graduat-
ed law students about their 
career as a lawyer, and ex-
plained the difference be-
tween studying law and ac-
tually practising it in a real 
courtroom.
“From experience, I re-
member the early months 
of practice with clarity that 
decades have not dulled. 
There is a particular dis-
orientation in discovering 
that the law you studied so 
carefully bears only a partial 
resemblance to the actual 
profession,” CJI Surya Kant 
said.
“The textbooks gave you 
doctrines. Your seniors 
now give you deadlines. In 
moot courts, you are co-
cooned by your mentor, but 
in real courtrooms, you ar-
gue within constraints you 
do not choose and may not 

even agree with. This is not 
a failure of education. It is 
simply the friction between 
learning the map and nav-
igating the territory,” he 
added.
The classroom cannot teach 
what years of practical ex-
perience can. Initial years 
of practice also teach you 
things no classroom ever 
could. You learn to read the 
mood of a bench before you 
have spoken even a word. 
You figure out how to sit 
with an anxious client and 

say something useful before 
you have the answers, he 
said.
You discover how to dis-
agree with a senior without 
damaging a relationship 
you will need the very next 
week, and how to lose a case 
and still leave your client 
with the impression that the 
system, not indifference, 
hurts them. No curricu-
lum details any of this, and 
only you can discover where 
within all of it you truly be-
long, he added.
CJI noted that the discipline 
of knowing the “game” is 
important.
Drawing an analogy from 
the recent T20 World Cup, 
he emphasized, “Some of 
you might be cricket follow-
ers, and if you have been 
catching the T20 World Cup 
between hearings, you may 
have noticed something rel-
evant here. The teams that 

succeed are not built on the 
assumption that every play-
er must excel at everything.”
“No one expects (batsman) 
Suryakumar Yadav to bowl 
the death overs, or (bowler 
Jasprit) Bumrah to anchor 
a chase. They are trusted to 
do precisely what they do 
best, and the team is built 
around that clarity,” he 
said, adding that the same 
principle applies to the legal 
profession.
He, however, added that the 
profession rarely teaches 
this lesson at the beginning.
“In the initial years, you are 
simply expected to keep up. 
If you observe closely, those 
you admire did not become 
distinguished by attempting 
everything equally,” the CJI 
noted.
Chief Justice of the Gujarat 
High Court Sunita Agraw-
al was also present at the 
event.

High proportion of law graduates opting for corporate jobs is worrisome: CJI

KOLKATA: Around 63.66 lakh 
names, nearly 8.3 per cent of 
the electorate, have been deleted 
in West Bengal since the Special 

Intensive Revision (SIR) began 
in November last year, bringing 
down the total number of voters 
in the state to over 7.04 crore 

ahead of the assembly elections 
due in April, EC officials said.
The post-SIR rolls, released on 
Saturday after a 116-day exercise, 
also show that over 60 lakh elec-
tors have been placed in the “un-
der adjudication” category, with 
their fate to be decided by judicial 
officers in the coming weeks, a 
process that could further reca-
librate constituency-level equa-
tions.
The draft rolls, published on De-
cember 16, had already pared 
down the electorate from 7.66 
crore to 7.08 crore, deleting 

over 58 lakh names on grounds 
of death, migration, duplication 
and untraceability. Following 
hearings, scrutiny and disposal 
of claims and objections, another 
5,46,053 deletions were record-
ed through Form-7 applications, 
taking the total SIR-linked omis-
sions to around 63.66 lakh.
More than 1.82 lakh electors 
were added through Form-6 and 
Form-6A submissions, partially 
offsetting the deletions. Officials 
said the figures could still witness 
marginal changes as fresh inclu-
sions and objections continue to 

be processed.
Earlier in the day, a senior official 
of the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
office told PTI that the EC was 
likely to delete nearly eight lakh 
names over and above the 58 lakh 
removed in the draft rolls, taking 
the total SIR-linked deletions in 
the state to around 66 lakh.
He had also said that the figures 
following the post-SIR publica-
tion may not be definitive, as fur-
ther inclusions through Form-6 
applications and fresh deletions 
based on Form-7 objections could 
alter the overall numbers.

63.66 lakh names deleted, 60 lakh under adjudication in post-SIR electoral rolls in Bengal

KOTTAYAM: Vice-President C P Rad-
hakrishnan on Saturday underscored 
the transformative power of edu-
cation, asserting that it shapes the 
character of individuals and, in turn, 
the future of the nation.
Addressing the valedictory func-
tion of the centenary celebrations 
of St Berchmans College at Chan-
ganassery, he said education plays 
a vital role in moulding responsible 
citizens from a young age, enabling 
them to make meaningful contribu-
tions to society and the country.
“Education builds character. An ed-
ucated citizen shapes society and the 
nation,” he said, urging people to 
maintain an open mind and embrace 
continuous learning regardless of 
their position, social status, or eco-
nomic background.
Highlighting the need for research 
and technological advancement, the 
vice president said India has moved 
beyond the era when education 
merely produced clerks for colonial 
administration.
“The time of merely adopting tech-
nologies is over. We must become 
creators of technology so that the 
world adopts what we produce,” he 
said, expressing confidence in the 
country’s youth-driven transforma-
tion.
Referring to the vision of ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he 
said institutions like St Berchmans 
College would play a crucial role in 
nurturing innovators, leaders, and 
socially responsible citizens.
Describing the 100-year-old insti-
tution, founded in 1922, as more 
than just a campus of classrooms 
and corridors, he said it had served 
as a centre of intellectual awakening 
during colonial rule and had steadily 
contributed to nation-building over 
the decades.
He noted that several distinguished 
personalities were alumni of the 
college, including actor Prem Nazir 
and former Chief Ministers Oommen 

Chandy and C Achutha Menon, call-
ing the institution’s role in producing 
two Chief Ministers among its signif-
icant contributions to the state.
Emphasising mutual respect and so-
cial harmony, Radhakrishnan said 
respecting the sentiments of others 
was essential for ensuring respect for 
one’s own beliefs.
He also stressed that living for one-
self is not wrong, but living only for 
oneself is undesirable.
Recalling his recent participation in a 
convocation ceremony at the Univer-
sity of Kashmir, he highlighted the 
growing participation of women in 
higher education, noting that a ma-
jority of gold medals at the ceremony 
were awarded to women.
“No religion is against education,” he 
said, describing the trend as a posi-
tive social transformation.
Addressing students, he urged them 
to dream big, work hard, and remain 
rooted in values, stating that they 
would shape the institution’s next 
century.
On the occasion, the vice president 
inaugurated the Berchmans Centre 
for Emerging Technologies and the 
Dr K M Abraham Centre for Energy 
and Environment as part of the cen-
tenary celebrations.
He also said this was his third visit 
to Kerala after assuming office and 
described it as a special one, noting 
that “Kerala has become Keralam,” 
reflecting the deep cultural identity 
and pride of the state.

Education shapes character, nation’s future: 
C P Radhakrishnan at St Berchmans Centenary

Holi played with funeral 
pyre ashes at Varanasi’s 

Manikarnika Ghat
VARANASI: Holi was 
played with funeral 
pyre ashes at Man-
ikarnika Ghat here 
on Saturday, the sec-
ond day of Rangam-
bhari Ekadashi.
Event organiser Gul-
shan Kapoor said 
that since morning, 
devotees had been 
preparing for the 
celebration. The 
auspicious sound of 
shehnai resonated 
at the ghat, which 
is known for crema-
tions.
Kapoor explained 
that due to the chaos 
caused by the con-
struction work at 
Manikarnika Ghat, 
Shiva devotees were 
prevented from go-
ing to the ghat by 
heavy police force 
and barricades at 
Lalita and Scindia 
ghats. However, 
those who waited 
were able to offer 
ashes to Baba Ma-
hashamshan Nath Ji 
(incarnation of Lord 
Shiva) after 2 pm.
Kapoor also said that 
it is believed that on 
the day of Rangbhari 
Ekadashi, Baba 
Vishwanath brings 
Goddess Parvati to 
his abode in Kashi 
after her ‘gauna’ 
(farewell), which is 
celebrated by the 
people of Kashi as a 
festival and is con-
sidered the begin-
ning of Holi.

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court has granted 
bail to Indian Youth Congress (IYC) 
president Uday Bhanu Chib, who was 
arrested in connection with a protest at 
the India AI Impact Summit.
Chib was produced before the duty 
magistrate around 1 am on Saturday as 
his four-day police custody, granted by 
the court on February 24, came to an 
end.
Duty Magistrate Vanshika Mehta was 
hearing an application by the Delhi 
Police seeking a seven-day extension 
of his custody. However, she dismissed 
the plea and granted him bail.
Speaking to the media, Chib’s counsel 
informed that bail was granted by the 
magistrate against the surety bond of 
Rs 50,000, and the court has also di-
rected his client to surrender his pass-
port and electronic gadgets.
“The duty magistrate was pleased 
enough to grant bail to Uday Bhanu 
Chib and has explained in the bail or-
der that the police crime branch has 
not been able to explain the reasons 
for seeking extension of PC remand to 
Uday Bhanu Chib,” the IYC president’s 
counsel said.
On February 24, the court allowed four 
days of custody to the police to ques-
tion Chib over his role in the AI Sum-

mit protest held at Bharat Mandapam 
here, during which IYC members took 
their shirts off to reveal anti-Modi and 
anti-Centre slogans on T-shirts be-
neath.
The summit began on February 16 
and saw packed halls and long queues 
throughout, as tech moguls, industry 
leaders, policymakers, and founders 
thronged the venue.
The accused wore T-shirts bearing im-
ages of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and US President Donald Trump, with 
slogans against the government and 
the India-US trade deal.
The protesters also allegedly engaged 
in a protracted scuffle with security 
personnel and police staff deployed at 
the venue.

AI Summit Protest: Delhi court 
grants bail to IYC president Chib

NEW DELHI: Above-nor-
mal heatwave days are 
expected over most parts 
of the country between 
March and May, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said in its 
monthly forecast on Sat-
urday.
These parts include West 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, Punjab, southern 
and eastern Maharashtra, 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Gan-
getic West Bengal, Odisha, 
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, and parts 
of north Karnataka and 
north Tamil Nadu.
“During the March–April–

May (MAM) season, the 
increased likelihood of 
heatwave conditions may 
pose significant risks to 
public health, water re-
sources, power demand, 
and essential services, 
particularly affecting vul-
nerable populations such 
as the elderly, children, 
outdoor workers, and in-
dividuals with pre-existing 
medical conditions,” IMD 
DG Mrutyunjay Mohapa-
tra said at a press confer-
ence here.
During March, however, 
maximum temperatures 
are likely to be normal to 
below normal over many 
parts of the country, ex-

cept northeast and east 
India, and some parts of 
the Western Himalayan 
region and central and 
peninsular India.
Meanwhile, normal min-
imum temperatures are 
likely over most parts of 
the country except some 
parts of northwest India, 
south peninsula and along 
east coast, where normal 
to below normal minimum 
temperatures are likely 
during March.
“This could be because 
rainfall averaged over In-
dia is most likely to be nor-
mal during March 2026. 
The LPA of rainfall over 
the country during March, 

based on data from 1971 to 
2020, is about 29.9 mm,” 
he said.
While many parts of the 
country are expected to 
experience normal to 
above-normal rainfall in 
March, northeast India, 
and some parts of north-
west and east-central In-
dia might witness below 
normal rainfall.
The meteorological de-
partment has also noted 
that, currently, weak La 
Nina conditions are pre-
vailing over the equatorial 
Pacific. But, in the follow-
ing months, neutral El 
Nino Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) conditions could 

return, according to the 
forecasts by global mod-
els and IMD’s Monsoon 
Mission Climate Forecast 
System (MMCFS).
Reviewing weather condi-
tions that prevailed during 
February, the IMD said 
that the rainfall all over 
India last month was the 
lowest since 2001. Also, 
no cold waves or cold days 
prevailed during February.
“The absence of any active 
western disturbances and 
lack of their interactions/
confluences with easterly 
(winds) are the major rea-
sons for subdued snow/
rainfall in the month,” the 
IMD said.

Most parts of India to see above-normal heatwave days between March and May: IMD
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The assassination of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, who had been Iran's
spiritual and overarching leader since 1989, by a coordinated day-time raid con-
ducted jointly by the United States and Israel, has pushed the Shia seat of power
into a timeline of the unknown. In a departure from the air strikes of last year,
which actively did not target the Ayatollah, todaym the American-led narrative
was clear: that of regime change.
The removal of Khamenei is a tectonic shift in the region. Iran since 1979 had solidi-
fied its role as a pole of power, ideology, and identity. During its monarchic era, spe-
cially under Reza Shah Pahlvi, it was pro-West and had strategic relations with
Israel, which were severed following the Islamic Revolution. Since then, the cen-
trality of the Ayatollah in taking Iran down the path of having a vehemently anti-
US and anti-Israel stance has been core to the theocracy's very identity. 

Those Working From Within
Over the past years, the question of who replaces Khamenei, who was 86 and ailing,
was a contested one. Even when Ayatollah Khomeini, who was popular as he took
over the state coming out of his exile in France, died, his selection for his successor
was unexpected. There were others, more senior, and those closer to Khomenei,
who were looked past to allow a youngish, 50-year old cleric to take charge of one of
the Middle East's largest states, and one that was going to build its capacities that
would end up building a level of consensus between Arab powers and Israel, most
in the former who did not have political relations with the latter.
What, or who, will be Khamenei's replacement is an open-ended question right
now. However, Iran also has bigger issues to deal with in the interim. The only way
actionable intelligence would reach Israel and the US on Khamenei's whereabouts,
movements, and schedules, is if the calls were coming from inside the house itself.
Following 2025, the Iranian government ran an extensive programme across its
political and military ranks to weed out those who were helping provide intelli-
gence to the enemy. Reports suggested that hundreds were taken out of their ranks,
often without trial, and were made an example of - via imprisonment or being sent
to death - to instil fear. The fact that the Ayatollah was killed in his own office
shows that those working against the Islamic Republic from within remain promi-
nent. Only a few days prior, America's Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) posted
multiple videos online in Farsi, asking Iranians to contact them with intel and
information in exchange for dividends.
Iran, oddly today, stands at a poetic juncture where two roads stare at it: one it has
been taking since 1979, and one which is yet to be taken. It remains unlikely that an
inward collapse of the Islamic Republic will take place purely due to Khamenei's
death. The US is demanding capitulation of not the Ayatollah, but the system in
place, defanging much beyond the nuclear programme.

How Will Iran Respond?
As a response, beyond regime sustainability, Iran is also facing a stark crisis of an
ability to respond. Tehran over the past months seemed to have realised that while
it does indeed have a large stockpile of missiles, their technological prowess, which
is needed to target Israel around a thousand kilometres away, is severely
restrained. So, to cause maximum regional concern over the trajectory of the con-
flict, it has lobbed drones and missiles, seemingly in a restrained manner, towards
Gulf capitals such as Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Manama, Doha and Kuwait City. The hope
here would be to push a regional crisis, and at this stage, pull the US even further
into an entrenched and protracted war, something Trump is averse to. 

First it was Maduro. In complete dis-
regard of international law, the US
forces attacked the presidential
palace in Caracas and kidnapped the
president. And now, Iran's Supreme
Leader, Khamenei. They bombed his
house and killed him. This is the
modern reality, and this is how
America has become what it is under
Trump. It's dadagiri of the highest
order, with no accountability. The
entire West Asian region has been
pushed into a level of chaos it has not
seen in decades. Airports are scenes
of panic, port cities are on edge,
American bases are on high alert and
vulnerable to Iranian retaliation.
And hundreds of thousands of Indian
workers, who send billions of dollars
in remittances back home, are
stranded in a war that is not theirs.
To add to the chaos, insurance premi-
ums are rising, shipping lanes are
under threat, oil markets are nerv-
ous and every government is draw-
ing up evacuation plans. It's Iraq 2003
All Over Again The Trump adminis-
tration has made clear that a nuclear
deal was never the endgame; remov-
ing the Islamic Republic was. It is
safe to assume that the strikes are
designed not to bring Iran to the
negotiating table but to create the
conditions for internal collapse, eco-
nomic devastation, political fractur-
ing and popular revolt. It is Iraq 2003
all over again, except this time, the
target is far larger, more capable and
busily engaged in retaliation. The
assumption in Washington seems to
be that sufficient military pressure
will either trigger a coup or embold-
en opposition movements to finish
what sanctions and isolation could
not. It is quite possible, especially if
the supreme leader's death is con-
firmed. History suggests otherwise.
But then, history has rarely con-
strained American ambitions in the
region. What makes this especially
reckless is that Washington appears
to have no coherent plan for what
comes after. Regime change is the
goal, but the options beyond that are
dangerously thin. Will the United
States occupy Iran? Partition it?
Install a client government and hope
it holds? Support exiled opposition
groups with no domestic legitimacy?
Every one of these paths has failed
elsewhere, particularly in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya. And yet,
the same playbook is being deployed
again. The real objective may not be
stability at all, but prolonged chaos

that ensures no regional power can
challenge Israeli or American domi-
nance. If that is the strategy, then the
human cost is not a failure of plan-
ning; it is the plan. What Does Trump
Want, Anyway? The most disturbing
question is no longer why President
Trump chose to fight. It is why the
United States and Israel chose to
strike at the precise moment Omani
mediators said the Geneva talks
were making real progress. Wars are
launched for a reason. Any military
general will testify that wars have to
have an objective. They cannot be
fought on the basis of the whims and
fancies of a Maverik leader. If negoti-
ations were moving forward, then
stopping a nuclear programme
overnight was not the real objective.
Washington has for weeks, if not
months, spoken openly about regime
change in Tehran. Israel sees a once-
in-a-generation chance to eliminate
its last serious regional rival while it
is strategically and economically

weakened. Strip away the language
of security and the convergence is
straightforward. The US is reassert-
ing its global hegemony, with the
message that it still decides which
governments survive, while Israel is
seeking undisputed military
supremacy in West Asia. This is
unipolarity by force. The world was
not consulted. The UN was not con-
vened. Allies were reportedly
informed, not asked. The script is
familiar. First the threat is construct-
ed in the Western media. Then war is
framed as a moral necessity.
Dialogue is discarded just when it
begins to show results. From Iraq's
imaginary weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) to Libya's "humanitari-
an intervention" and now to Iran's
collapsing negotiations, the narra-
tive remains unchanged. The Trump
Pattern What makes this moment
more dangerous is that it fits into a
pattern. The attempted suffocation of
Venezuela through sanctions and

political delegitimisation, followed
by an attack and arrest of its presi-
dent. The extraordinary treatment of
its elected leadership as if sovereign-
ty were negotiable. The open talk of
taking over Cuba. The repeated insis-
tence that Greenland could be
acquired like a commercial asset.
These are not stray incidents. They
reflect a worldview in which power,
not international law, defines legiti-
macy and where geography itself is
seen as negotiable if it serves strate-
gic interests. The contradiction in
Washington is, therefore, stark. A
president who returned to the White
House on the promise of ending
'Forever Wars' now presides over the
largest American military build-up
in the region since the infamous Iraq
war. The US foreign policy once
again risks becoming a tool of domes-
tic electoral calculation. If this esca-
lation is linked to midterm position-
ing, then the lesson of the last three
decades is being repeated: that war
abroad is necessary to manage poli-
tics at home. Trump's West Asia war
is a declaration that American power
- unilateral, coercive and willing to
bypass institutions - remains the
organising principle of the global
order. All the talk of BRICS (of which
Iran is a full member), of alternative
financial systems, of Global South
solidarity collapses when one man in
Washington decides that a govern-
ment must fall or a region must be
reshaped. There is also a harder
material reality behind this return of
force: energy and currency. The Gulf
remains the heart of the global oil
system. The dollar remains the cur-
rency in which that oil is traded. Any
geopolitical shift that threatens to
move energy trade outside the dollar
system is, by definition, a challenge
to American power. Seen through
that lens, this war is not only about
Iran. It is about control over the eco-
nomic architecture that underpins
American primacy. For the Gulf
states, the crisis is existential. They
host American bases as their securi-
ty umbrella, yet those very bases now
make them targets for Iranian retali-
ation. Their sovereignty seems to be
dependent on decisions taken else-
where. Their prosperity, built on sta-
bility and trade, is now hostage to a
conflict they did not choose. India
Isn't Immune For India and the wider
Asian economies, the consequences
of the ongoing war are immediate
and tangible. Energy security, remit-

The official announcement by Iranian
state media shook the world—Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was
martyred in a US-Israeli airstrike in
Tehran on February 28, 2026. The social
media post proved true—"Khamenei's
passing marks the end of an era. India
has lost a true friend." Humble tributes
to Khamenei. Under his leadership,
Iran supported us against Pakistan,
voted in India's favor at the United
Nations on the Kashmir issue, provided
security in the energy sector, and made
available cheap oil. Today, Iran is
plunged into crisis. India must clarify
its position. The global dictator,
America, must be stopped—after
Venezuela, Iran, who will be next?
India-Iran relations have ancient roots.
From the Indus Valley Civilization and
the trade of the Persian Empire to
today's Chabahar port—this friendship
is a testament to history. The Non-
Aligned Movement formalized it in the
1950s. The 1979 Islamic Revolution
brought ups and downs, but
Khamenei's leadership since 1989 has
brought stability. His stance on
Kashmir remained unwavering. In the
1971, 1994, and 2017 UN elections, Iran
rejected Pakistan's propaganda and
supported India. When most Muslim
countries sided with Pakistan, Iran said
Kashmir was India's internal matter.
This was a diplomatic victory. Iran's
support against Pakistan was evident.
Iran sent a strong message to Pakistan
in the Balochistan border disputes.
India received support against the

Taliban in Afghanistan. The Chabahar
port became a symbol of this. This $500
million project, initiated by Prime
Minister Modi in 2016, challenges
Pakistan's Gwadar and opens alterna-
tive routes to Central Asia and
Afghanistan. India invested $370 mil-
lion by 2024. In 2025, it was linked to the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor. Khamenei personally sup-
ported it. Energy cooperation was also
historic. Between 2005 and 2015, Iran
supplied 25 percent of India's crude oil,
20 percent cheaper than the market
rate. Despite US sanctions, India saved
$12 billion through informal rupee-oil
trade. Bilateral trade reached $2.5 bil-
lion in 2023. Iran purchased rice, tea,
medicines, and engineering goods from
India. Khamenei had said, "India is our
cultural brother." Iran's current crisis
is profound. US sanctions have devas-
tated the economy—inflation has
reached 45 percent, unemployment 15
percent, and GDP has shrunk by 12 per-
cent. The 2015 nuclear deal, the JCPOA,
has failed, and Israeli cyberattacks and
airstrikes have increased. Support for
Houthi rebels has disrupted shipping in
the Red Sea, harming global trade.
Internally, the Mahsa Amini movement
(2022) has sparked women's anger.
Khamenei's martyrdom has sparked a
succession war. The Expert Council
will form a three-member provisional
council. Possible successors are Majlis
Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
or the head of the IRGC. But the threat
of a military coup looms. US President
Trump called it "Judgment Day." Israel
celebrated. This is a unilateral dictator-
ship. Venezuela's oil crisis, Syria's
destruction—now Iran. Is Yemen or
North Korea the next target? India
adopted a balanced policy. Full mem-
bership for Iran in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), part-
nership with the US in the Quad. A $2.5
billion defense deal with Israel—drones
and missiles. But Iran was never aban-
doned. The 2025 BRICS summit agreed
on de-dollarization and energy coopera-
tion. The Ministry of External Affairs
spoke of keeping an eye on "regional

stability." The Chabahar project contin-
ues. But the social media question was
justified—"Modi ji, say something
about the dictatorship of America and
Israel. You are not a world leader but a
gurughantal." The Modi government's
silence led to criticism. The G20 (2023)
slogan "One Earth, One Family" was
given, but it remained silent on the Iran
crisis. Abu Dhabi supported the
Abraham Accords, but Iran was isolat-
ed. Is this balance or cowardice? What
steps should India take? First, prioritize
Chabahar. Additional investment of
$500 million, rail and road access to
Afghanistan. Second, immediate con-
tact with the new Iranian leadership.
Send a high-level delegation to the con-
dolence meeting. Third, strengthen
energy security. Continue 2 million bar-
rels per day from Russia, and restore 1
million from Iran. Fourth, active
engagement on multilateral platforms.
BRICS and SCO oppose US sanctions.
Fifth, regional peace initiative. Host an
Iran-Pakistan-Afghanistan trilateral
dialogue. India's diplomacy has been
tested—purchasing oil during the
Russia-Ukraine war, blocking China in
Ladakh, and Qatar acting as a media-
tor. Repeat this in Iran. Haryana's
importance—the state's green energy
policy should receive cheap Iranian oil.
Gurugram IT exports should go to
Central Asia via Chabahar. Rohtak-
Karnal farmers should double their rice
exports. BJP MLA Nayab Singh Saini
emphasized regional stability.
Conclusion (about 100 words) Today is
not a moment of mere grief or reaction,
but of prudent decision-making. The
instability in West Asia teaches us that
the use of force does not suppress ideas,
but rather intensifies them. India needs
to rise above emotions and pressures
and adopt a clear and balanced stance
in support of its long-term interests,
regional peace, and international law.
Dialogue, multilateral cooperation, and
sustained energy trade are India's
strategic strengths. Becoming a world
leader does not mean neutral silence,
but leading with justice, stability, and
self-respect in times of crisis. “

Who Gets The 'Peace Prize' Now, Mr
Trump - The Drones Or The Bombers?

Khamenei's Martyrdom: The Final
Journey of a True Friend of India

Iran has appointed senior
cleric Alireza Arafi as the
jurist member of a tempo-
rary Leadership Council
following the reporteddeath
of its Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khameneiin
joint US-Israeli air strikes,
according to state media.
The ISNA news agency
reported that the appoint-
ment took place on Sunday,
placing Arafi alongside
President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Chief
Justice Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei on an interim
body tasked with exercising
the supreme leader's
authority until a perma-
nent successor is chosen by
the 'Assembly of Experts'.
The transition marks the
most consequential
moment for the Islamic
Republic since 1989, when
Khamenei himself rose to
power after the death of
Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini. Iran has
appointed senior cleric
Alireza Arafi as the jurist
member of a temporary
Leadership Council follow-
ing the reporteddeath of its
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khameneiin joint US-
Israeli air strikes, accord-
ing to state media. The
ISNA news agency reported
that the appointment took
place on Sunday, placing
Arafi alongside President
Masoud Pezeshkian and
Chief Justice
Gholamhossein Mohseni
Ejei on an interim body
tasked with exercising the
supreme leader's authority
until a permanent succes-
sor is chosen by the
'Assembly of Experts'. The
transition marks the most
consequential moment for

the Islamic Republic since
1989, when Khamenei him-
self rose to power after the
death of Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini.
Advertisement - Scroll to
continue Khamenei, who
ruled for 36 years, built Iran
into a powerful anti-United
States force, projecting mil-
itary influence across the
Middle East while sup-
pressing repeated domestic
unrest with force. Iranian
state media said he was
killed on Saturday, aged 86,
when Israeli and American
strikes destroyed his cen-
tral Tehran compound after
decades of failed diplomatic
efforts to resolve disputes
over Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme. The announce-
ment was repeated several
times by state outlets,
emphasising the immediate
formation of the interim
leadership structure.
Immediate Transition: The
Leadership Council Iran's

constitution provides for
continuity if the supreme
leader dies or becomes inca-
pacitated. Authority tem-
porarily transfers to a
three-member council con-
sisting of the President, the
head of the judiciary and a
clerical jurist chosen by the
Guardian Council. Alireza
Arafi's appointment as a
jurist member does not
mean he will become the
next supreme leader.
According to Professor
Simon Mabon of Lancaster
University, the council
exists only to manage
affairs until a successor is
formally selected. "What
they (Assembly of Experts)
are doing is they are creat-
ing a leadership council to
run until it formally names
a successor to Khamenei.
And so Arafi has been
appointed as a jurist to that
leadership council to offer
some sort of theological
guidance," Professor

Mabon told NDTV. It is pos-
sible he could emerge as a
candidate later, but there is
no automatic path from
interim council member to
supreme leadership.
Importantly, being an
Ayatollah does not mean
someone is eligible or likely
to become the supreme
leader. Many clerics hold
the title without occupying
political authority. "I think
it is just important to make
the distinction. You can be
an ayatollah and not be the
supreme leader, the thresh-
old for theological, moral
and political skill sets. So
just because you are an aya-
tollah, it does not mean you
are a supreme leader. You
can be an ayatollah and just
be a religious cleric,"
Professor Mabon told
NDTV. A System Prepared
For Succession Analysts
believe Iran had already
been preparing for a leader-
ship transition, partly
because of Khamenei's
declining health. Professor
Mabon says that Tehran
learned from previous
crises, including the "12-day
war" last June, when senior
military figures were
killed. Iran subsequently
developed contingency
plans to ensure continuity
even in the event of leader-
ship decapitation. "Iran has
learned a lot from the 12-
day war last June. It has put
a lot of planning in place. It
has worked hard to ensure
that in the event of these
decapitation strategies
working, as they did in the
12-day war last June, it
would be able to operate
and to respond. And I think
we are seeing that now,"
Professor Mabon told . 

How Is A Supreme Leader Chosen,
Who Will Succeed Khamenei

editorial
Insider' Info? Why US-Israel

Couldn't Have Struck
Khamenei Without Help

PRIYANKA 
SAURABH
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Karnataka

Haveri (Savanur): 
Former Chief Minister 
and MP Basavaraj 
Bommai urged the State 
government to take 
immediate steps to bring 
back Kannadigas strand-
ed in Dubai and other 
Middle Eastern countries 
due to the impact of the 
ongoing conflict between 
the United States and 
Iran.

Speaking to the media 
in Savanur of Haveri dis-
trict on Sunday, Bommai 
said the war between 
America and Iran is high-
ly alarming and is likely 
to have serious repercus-
sions on India as well. 
The petroleum sector 
would be severely affect-
ed, which in turn would 
impact the country’s 
economy. The conse-
quences of the conflict 
would be felt globally and 
stressed that the situation 
should be resolved 
through dialogue before 
further loss of lives 
occurs.

The MP noted that sev-
eral Middle Eastern 
nations have been affect-
ed by the conflict, leaving 
many Indians — particu-
larly Kannadigas — 
stranded in places such 
as Doha, Dubai, and 
Kuwait, where they had 
travelled for employ-

ment. Many passengers 
transiting through Dubai 
and Doha from Europe 
are also reportedly stuck.

While the Government 
of India has already initi-
ated several measures to 
ensure the safety of 
Indian citizens, the 
Karnataka government 
must actively coordinate 
with Indian embassies in 
Dubai and other locations 
to arrange temporary 
food and accommodation 
for those in distress.

Recalling how Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had previously ensured 
the safe evacuation of 
Indians during conflicts 
in Syria and Iraq, the for-
mer CM said it is the 

responsibility of the state 
government to ensure the 
safe return of Indians, 
especially Kannadigas.

Many stranded individ-
uals are facing hardships 
without money or food. 
Given the large presence 
of Kannadigas in Dubai, 
the state government to 
work through communi-
ty networks and Indian 
diplomatic missions to 
provide immediate relief 
and make all necessary 
arrangements to bring 
them safely back home.

“Joining hands with 
the Government of India 
to bring Kannadigas and 
all Indians back to the 
motherland is our collec-
tive duty,” he noted.

"It Is Our Collective Duty to Coordinate With 
the Centre and Bring Kannadigas Home"

Haveri : Former 
Chief Minister and MP 
Basavaraj Bommai 
urged the state govern-
ment to sanction a spe-
cial grant to the gov-
ernment school at 
Hosaneeralagi, which 
is celebrating its 
Amrit Mahotsav.

He was speaking 
after releasing a com-
memorative souvenir 
at the Amrit Mahotsav 
celebration of the 
Government Upgraded 
Senior Primary School in 
Hosaneeralagi village of 
Savanur taluk in Haveri 
district on Sunday .

Bommai described 
Hosaneeralagi as a beau-
tiful village where people 
of all communities live in 
harmony and appreciated 
the unity shown in orga-
nizing the celebration. He 
had participated in sever-
al programmes in the vil-
lage over the years, 
including temple events, 
school functions, and 
road inauguration cere-
monies. “This is a village 
that has given me 
immense love and trust,” 
he remarked.

The former CM said it 
was a matter of great joy 
that the school was cele-
brating 75 years of ser-
vice. On this occasion, he 

appealed to the state gov-
ernment to provide spe-
cial financial assistance 
to the institution.

 He also assured that 
Rs.10 lakh would be sanc-
tioned from the MP Local 
Area Development Fund 
of Union Minister and 
local MP Pralhad Joshi.

On the occasion, Sri 
Shivananda Shivacharya 
Mahaswamiji of 
Shaneshwara Math, 
Ranebennur, graced the 
event.

 Minister Satish 
Jarakiholi, MLA Yaseer 
Ahmed Khan Pathan, 
HESCOM Chairman Syed 
Ajjampir S. Khadri, 
Border Area Development 
Authority Chairman 
Somanna Bevinamarad, 
SDMC President 
Dhariyappagouda Patil, 
leader Gangadhar Banad 
and several other digni-
taries were present.

Provide special grant to 
Hosaneeralagi Government 

School: MP Basavaraj Bommai

B e n g a l u r u /
Balehonnuru : 
Condemning the attack of 
US-Israel on an Iran school 
which killed over 70 chil-
dren, Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar 
today said the ongoing 
conflict in Middle East is 
not the right way to go 
about. Speaking to report-
ers at his Sadashivanagar 
residence and later at 
Balehonnuru, he said, 
“The war in Middle East is 
not right. Why attack 
school children who are at 
no fault? This is condem-
nable. It is time to rescue 
Indians stuck in Dubai and 
other parts of Middle 
East.”

Asked about rescuing 
Kannadigas in Saudi nd 
Dubai, he said, “I appeal to 
the Centre to rescue 
Kannadigas, Keralites and 
Indians from other states. 
We will do whatever is 
needed to protect the inter-
ests of our people. I con-
demn all deaths like this.”

“Our MLAs A C 
Srinivasa Reddy, Bharat 
Reddy, his family and 
MLC Bhoje Gowda are 
stranded in Dubai. There 

are a lot of Indian citizens 
also stuck there. Moreover, 
there are a lot of Indians 
are working in Middle 
East and many Indian edu-
cational institutions are 
located there,” he added.

“Kannada organisations 
in Middle East must give 
confidence to the people 
stranded there. The people 
who do business with us 
from Dubai are worried,” 
he added.

Asked if anyone from 
Bengaluru is stranded, he 
said, “The CM and I have 

given instructions to the 
Commissioner about this.”

Asked if there was any 
plan to open helplines, he 
said, “State and Centre 
can’t have separate 
helplines. Ministry of 
External Affairs must 
open the helpline.”

Let humanity win
“We need peace in the 

world. I pray for no casual-
ties. Hope humanity tri-
umphs. Gangadhar 
Ajjaiah has said that world 
peace is possible only by 
universal humanity. The 

US must stop the war. This 
war can negatively impact 
India,” he noted.

“It is not about 
Kannadigas or others, we 
are all Indians. Saudi 
Arabia runs on Indians. 
Every other family from 
Mangaluru or Kerala 
work in Middle East. 
More than 70 school chil-
dren are dead in the 
US-Israel attacks. There 
were two main transit 
hubs – Middle East and 
Singapore- for Indians to 
travel abroad,” he added.

Attack on Iran school condemnable; rescue 
Indians in Middle East: DCM DK Shivakumar

Bengaluru : Bengaluru 
Solid Waste Management 
Ltd. (BSWML) CEO 
Kareegowda appealed, 
Waste segregation in the 
Rajajinagar Assembly 
Constituency has currently 
reached 95%, and citizens 
must continue to cooperate 
with the authorities to 
achieve further progress.  
In recognition of the 
remarkable achievement 
in waste segregation in the 
Rajajinagar Assembly 
Constituency under the 
Bengaluru West City 
Corporation limits, Hon’ble 
MLA Suresh Kumar con-
gratulated the officials and 
later addressed them after 
sharing refreshments and 
tea.

He stated that the 95% 
achievement was possible 
only due to citizens’ coop-
eration and requested the 
public to mandatorily seg-
regate wet and dry waste at 
source to achieve even 
greater progress in the 
coming days.

The Rajajinagar area 
includes 7 wards, where 
initially only 61% waste 
segregation was being 
achieved. At present, for 
waste management, 14 
compactors, 137 auto-tip-
pers, 274 drivers/helpers, 
and 347 pourakarmikas 
have been deployed.

Systematic Waste 

Collection Process:
Every day between 5:30 

AM and 6:30 AM, auto-tip-
pers record attendance at 
the mustering point 
through RFID and proceed 
to roadside garbage dump-
ing locations (black spots) 
to collect mixed waste. The 
mixed waste is then segre-
gated into wet and dry cat-
egories and handed over to 
compactors.

After this, door-to-door 
waste collection is carried 
out until 10:30 AM. 
Following household col-
lection, black spots are re-
inspected, and any garbage 
dumped is immediately 
cleared. Pourakarmikas 
mark attendance at 6:30 
AM and begin cleaning 
activities on ward roads 
covering a stretch every 
750 meters. After 10:30 AM, 

mass cleaning drives are 
conducted on major roads. 
Plastic waste is collected 
separately.

During door-to-door 
waste collection, mar-
shals and link workers 
are also present. If citi-
zens fail to segregate wet 
and dry waste, segrega-
tion is done on the spot. 
Repeated offenders who 
continue to give mixed 
waste are fined between 
Rs.200 and Rs.500.

Awareness Programs:
Awareness campaigns 

on wet and dry waste segre-
gation have been conduct-
ed across Rajajinagar 
through rallies, loudspeak-
er announcements, and 
Swachh Survekshan initia-
tives in schools, colleges, 
parks, and religious cen-
ters.

*95% Waste Segregation Achievement in 
Rajajinagar Assembly Constituency: Kareegowda*

Bengaluru : Chief 
Commissioner Maheshwar 
Rao* instructed officials to 
develop 50 km of safe and 
accessible pedestrian path-
ways in the Mahadevapura 
zone within the next two 
months.

Speaking after flagging off 
a 10 km pedestrian walk pro-
gram organized from Phoenix 
Mall to Hope Farm under the 
Bengaluru East City 
Corporation limits, he stated 
that prioritizing footpath 
development in areas along 
Metro corridors would great-
ly benefit citizens.

He directed officials to 
identify and remove obsta-
cles on footpaths, resolve 
road widening issues, and 
clear other encroachments to 
ensure safe pedestrian move-
ment. He also assured that 
necessary funds would be 
provided for footpath devel-
opment and instructed offi-
cials to expedite works 
through partnerships with 
corporate organizations 
wherever required.

Officials were instructed to 
carry out phased assess-
ments of the 50 km footpath 
development works planned 

in the Mahadevapura zone 
and submit progress reports. 
This would help in compre-
hensive monitoring of project 
implementation.

11th Walkathon:
The pedestrian walk initia-

tive under ‘Project Wakaluru’ 
began on November 1. So far, 
a total of 88 km of footpaths 
have been inspected across 
various areas including 
Shivajinagar (11 km), 
Koramangala (5 km), 
Jayanagar (5 km), Banaswadi 
(5 km), Thanisandra (8 km), 
Yelahanka (10 km), and 
Bengaluru South. Today’s 
walk marked the 11th event, 
with a target of covering 100 
km in total by next month.

Issues Identified During 

Inspection:
More than 120 citizens par-

ticipated in today’s walk-
athon. A continuous 10 km 
stretch of footpath along the 
Metro Purple Line from 
Phoenix Mall to Hope Farm 
was inspected.

The inspected 10 km 
stretch of footpath was 
found to be largely clean 
and conducive for smooth 
pedestrian movement.

The inspection program 
was attended by Bengaluru 
East City Corporation 
Commissioner Ramesh 
D.S., Development 
Additional Commissioner 
Lokhande Snehal 
Sudhakar, citizens, and 
other officials.

Instructions to Develop 50 km of Safe 
Footpaths in 2 Months: Maheshwar Rao
10 km Walkathon in Whitefield – Over 120 Citizens Participated

Bengaluru : Going to School, 
through an MOU with the 
Government of Karnataka, 
brings dynamic future-ready 
skills to school for girls in Grade 
5-10 Government Schools.  The 
Outdoor School for Girls (and 
boys), supported by exciting 
partnerships with Oracle, BT 
Group, The British Asian Trust 
and Bengaluru FC, is designed 
to equip her with the skills she 
needs to transition from grade 
to grade and one day soon, to 
make the jump from school to 
the future of work or sustain-
able enterprise start-up of her 
choice, in the city. 

Through design-driven sto-
ries, games, football and tech-
nology, young people learn the 
skills they need to be able to 
access new green jobs and cre-
ate new sustainable start-ups 
that solve for climate change 
and create green jobs. 

Match Day brought together 
2,000 girls and boys, their teach-
ers, 100 volunteers from partner 
organizations and all of our 
partners in dialogue with young 
people, from fun Q & A’s on the 
pink and green football stage, to 
nine tents for coding challenges 
led by Oracle and BT Group vol-
unteers, the Bengaluru FC wom-
en’s team showed us all the 

power of the great game, to 
bring us all together to play, 
learn and design for city-wide 
inclusion and change. Going to 
School, a creative not-for-profit 
trust, in partnership with the 
Government of Karnataka, 
Oracle, and British Telecom 
(BT) Group, the British Asian 
Trust and Bengaluru FC kicked 
off Match Day, an ecosystem 
celebration and collaboration 
for girls, boys as allies to girls, 
life skills, digital skills, educa-
tion, sport, the city, climate 
change and technology.It’s 
always a good day when we get 
the chance to go outside and 

play, together.Taking place at 
the Jay Prakash Narayan Sports 
Ground in JP Nagar, Bengaluru, 
and welcomed over 2,000 girls 
from 18 government schools. 
Placing girls at the center of 
their story, the day featured a 
unique blend of sports and tech-
nology. Key partners, including 
Oracle, BT, Bengaluru FC, and 
the Government of Karnataka, 
were on the stage answering 
questions from the crowd of 
children in a fun Q&A session, 
then it was time for everyone to 
hit the pitch and complete the 
coding challenges in the nine 
tents and every 15 minutes 

switch to play football. 36 teams 
of children, with embedded vol-
unteers, moved through the 
playful tech and football chal-
lenges led by a DJ, two MC’s and 
two giant leaderboards that 
showed which team had won 
that round. 

Following the opening Q&A, 
the "Game On: Climate Change 
Games began”. Young people 
participated in a dynamic rota-
tion of challenges, mini football 
matches run by Bengaluru FC 
coaches and coding challenges 
led by Oracle and BT volunteers. 
The coding stations were hands 
on enabling children to build 
calculators using AI and design-
ing quizzes for climate and 
smart city solutions.

In keeping with its theme, 
Match Day 2026 was a ‘zero-plas-
tic’ event. A sustainable and 
locally sourced lunch was 
served on leaf plates, and cli-
mate action messaging was inte-
grated throughout the venue.

The ‘Outdoor School for Girls 
and Boys, which Match Day cel-
ebrates delivers sport (football) 
combined with digital, life, 
STEM, and Sustainable 
Entrepreneurial skills through 
an integrated curriculum for 
girls in Government schools 
from Grades 5-10.

Bengaluru FC Soccer Schools kick off 
Match Day 2026 in Bengaluru

Middle East conflict: 
K'taka activates emergency centres as 

airspace closures strand thousands
Bengaluru, Mar 1: The 
government of Karnataka 
has fully activated its 
emergency response 
mechanisms following sig-
nificant disruptions to 
international flight opera-
tions caused by the pre-
vailing conflict in the 
Middle East. Several 
nations have declared a 
closure of airspace 
(NOTAM), leaving a large 
number of passengers, 
including those from 
Karnataka, stranded in 
affected countries, particu-
larly in the UAE.

According to the latest 
advisory from the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation, airspace 
over Iran, Israel, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, UAE, and Qatar 
remains closed until 
March 2.

State emergency 
response activated

On the directions of the 
chief minister and the rev-
enue minister, the State 
Emergency Operations 
Centre (SEOC) and all 

District Emergency 
Operations Centres 
(DEOCs) are now function-
ing 24x7. These centres are 
monitoring the fluid situa-
tion and extending neces-
sary assistance to stranded 
residents and their fami-
lies. The Karnataka resi-
dent commissioner has 
also activated the 
Karnataka Bhavan team 
in New Delhi to maintain 
close coordination with 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) and its 

Rapid Response Cell.
Guidelines for stranded 

Kannadigas
The state government 

has urged people from 
Karnataka residing in the 
affected regions to strictly 
adhere to the guidelines 
and advisories issued by 
local governments. 
Stranded citizens are 
advised to:

• Contact respective 
Indian Embassies or 
Consulates through desig-
nated helpline numbers.

• Register on the Sarthi 
Sahayata portal and other 
official embassy portals.

• Contact the nearest 
FRRO for any visa-related 
matters.

Emergency Helpline 
Numbers

The government has 
released comprehensive 
helpline details for those 
seeking assistance. 
Requests received at the 
state and district levels are 
being compiled and for-
warded to the MEA for 
immediate action.

D i s t r i c t - s p e c i f i c 
helplines (Select Districts):

• Dakshina Kannada: 
0824-2442590

• Udupi: 0820-1077, 0820-
2574802

• Bengaluru Urban: 080-
22967200

• Uttara Kannada: 08382-
229857

The situation is being 
continuously monitored 
by the relief commissioner 
and principal secretary, 
Munish Moudgil, with fur-
ther updates to be issued 
as necessary.
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Common sleep medication may prevent 
brain from clearing 'waste'

Although doctors recommend 
that adults over the age of 18 get at 
least 7 hoursTrusted Source of 
quality sleep each night, the most 
recent data suggest that many 
may face consistent sleep issues, 
such as insomnia and sleep apnea.

Data from 2022 suggest that, in 
the United States alone, 39% of 
adultsTrusted Source over the age 
of 45 were not getting sufficient 
sleep. Past studies report that not 
getting enough sleep each night 
can increase a person’s risk for 
several health concerns, includ-
ing brain-related conditions, such 
as cognitive declineTrusted 
Source and dementia.

“Sleep allows the brain to go 
offline, shut down processing of 
the external world and focus on 
maintenance tasks, such as 
immune surveillance and remov-
al of waste,” Natalie Hauglund, 
PhD, a postdoctoral fellow at the 
Universities of Copenhagen in 
Denmark, and Oxford in the 
United Kingdom, explained to 
Medical News Today. “The lack of 
sleep is associated with cognitive 
impairment and disease develop-
ment.” But could some sleep aids 
also contribute to poorer brain 
health as we age? It is now more 
important than ever to study all 
the possible factors that might 
contribute to cognitive decline, 
particularly seeing that a new 
study published in Nature 
MedicineTrusted Source esti-
mates that dementia risk after the 
age of 55 among Americans has 
more than doubled, compared to 
past figures.

Hauglund is the first author of 
another study, which appears in 
the journal CellTrusted Source, 
and that, for the first time, 
describes the synchronized oscil-
lations during sleep that power 
the brain’s glymphatic system to 
help remove “waste” associated 
with neurodegenerative diseases, 
via a mouse model.

The study also reports that the 
commonly prescribed sleep aid 
zolpidemTrusted Source — mar-
keted under the name Ambien — 

may suppress those oscillations, 
disrupting the brain’s waste 
removal during sleep.

What powers the brain’s ‘waste-
removal’ system?

For this study, researchers used 
various technologies to record 
brain activity while mice were 
both awake and asleep.

Scientists observed that slow 
synchronized oscillations of the 
neurotransmitter norepineph-
rine, along with cerebral blood 
and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF)
Trusted Source, combine during 
non-rapid eye movement (non-
REM) sleep, essentially power the 
brain’s waste-removing glym-
phatic system.

“Our brain is unique in that it 
does not have lymphatic vessels, 
which removes waste products 
such as dead cells and bacteria 
from the rest of our body,” Maiken 
Nedergaard, MD, PhD, professor 
at the Universities of Rochester 
and Copenhagen and lead author 
of this study told MNT. “Instead, 
the brain uses cerebrospinal 
fluid, a brain fluid that is pro-
duced inside the brain, to flush 
the brain tissue and wash away 

unwanted molecules,” she 
explained.

“Norepinephrine binds to the 
muscle cells of the arteries, which 
makes them constrict,” 
Nedergaard told us. “Therefore, 
the slow oscillation in norepineph-
rine concentration drives a slow 
fluctuation in the diameter of the 
arteries and in the blood volume in 
the brain.” ”This dynamic change 
in blood volume works like a pump 
to transport cerebrospinal fluid 
along the arteries towards the 
brain and through the brain tis-
sue. Thus, norepinephrine coordi-
nates the synchronized constric-
tion and dilation of the blood ves-
sels which drives the glymphatic 
system,” she detailed.

Sleep aids may disrupt brain’s 
glymphatic system

Researchers also examined if 
sleep aids might replicate the natu-
ral oscillations needed for glym-
phatic function. They focused 
their research on the sedative zol-
pidem.

They discovered that zolpidem 
appeared to halt norepinephrine 
oscillations, interrupting the 
glymphatic system’s waste remov-

al in the brain during sleep. “Sleep 
aids may provide a short-cut to 
sleep, but our study shows that the 
sleep you get with sleep medica-
tion may lack the beneficial effects 
of natural, restorative sleep,” 
Hauglund said. “Our findings 
underscore that sleep aids should 
only be used for short periods of 
time and as a last resort.”

According to Segil, who was not 
involved in the recent research, “it 
is extremely unlikely the benefits 
of increased sleep which occurs 
when patients use a sleep aid like 
zolpidem are outweighed by any 
claimed potential adverse effect of 
this medication decreasing REM 
sleep, which then in turn decreas-
es brain neurotransmitter levels, 
[which] then in turn decreases 
brain protein levels,”

“There are too many ‘in turn’ 
claims to cause me any concern 
[that] there is any clinical signifi-
cance to the research,“ he told us. 
“Clinical neurologists like me are 
not concerned [that] using zolpi-
dem appropriately in elderly 
patients who can’t sleep will cause 
dementia.”

Furthermore, he pointed out: 

“In the year 2025, there remains 
no accepted response on why we 
sleep. Different researchers make 
different claims and sometimes 
these are the same and some-
times they are different. We know 
healthy sleep makes us healthy 
and poor sleep makes us 
unhealthy.” “For clinical neurol-
ogists like me, it is challenging to 
agree that a sleeping medication 
will cause dementia, and I would 
reassure my patients the benefits 
or a good night sleep outweigh 
any claimed potential risk these 
can cause memory loss as you age 
or dementia,” Segil added. 
Finally, MNT spoke with Peter G. 
Polos, MD, PhD, FCCP, FAASM, 
an assistant professor of sleep 
medicine at the Hackensack 
Meridian Neuroscience Institute 
at JFK University Medical Center 
in New Jersey, about this 
research. Polos, who was not 
involved in the study, comment-
ed that he found the results 
intriguing. 

“There is no doubt that the 
interaction between the glym-
phatic system and various trans-
mitters and waste products in the 
brain can work in synchrony,” he 
said. “If more work were to be 
done in this area, we certainly 
would like to see if studies could 
assess the impact of sleep aids on 
human glymphatic flow,” Polos 
continued. “This of course would 
require noninvasive techniques 
and perhaps some advanced 
imaging. Such information, even 
if in small numbers, would be of 
benefit.” “The interaction 
between the brain, quality sleep, 
and overall health cannot be 
understated,” he added. “The 
rhythmic nature of sleep and the 
regular cycling of sleep stages 
have been well studied, We have 
learned much about the effects of 
alterations in the brain and their 
impact on sleep, We do have 
much more to learn and so we, as 
sleep physicians, fully support 
continued research in the rela-
tionship between the brain, sleep, 
and overall health.”

Can eating more 
processed red meat increase 

your dementia risk?

Past studies show that eating 
processed meats — such as 
hot dogs, sausages, salami, 
and bacon — can increase a 
person’s risk for several 
health issues, including type 
2 diabetes, heart disease-
Trusted Source, and cancer-
sTrusted Source such as 
colorectal cancer, breast can-
cer, and prostate cancer. 
Previous research has also 
shown a potential correla-
tion between consuming pro-
cessed meats and a height-
ened risk for neurological 
conditions such as dementia 
and cognitive decline. Now, 
scientists at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston 
add to this body of research 
with a new study that found 
people who eat more pro-
cessed red meat have a great-
er risk of developing cogni-
tive decline and dementia 
than those who eat very little 
red meat. “It is important for 
researchers to continue 
exploring how what we eat 
impacts brain health because 
diet is a modifiable risk fac-
tor that offers significant 
potential for dementia pre-
vention and cognitive health 
improvement,” Yuhan Li, 
MS, research assistant at 
Channing Division of 
Network Medicine in the 
Department of Medicine at 
Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital and the first author 
of this study told Medical 
News Today.

“With the growing global 

burden of dementia and the 
lack of a cure, understanding 
the relationship between diet 
and brain health can help 
develop evidence-based 
dietary guidelines,” he said. 
Researchers also found that 
replacing one daily serving 
of processed meat with a 
serving of nuts, legumes, 
fish, or chicken helped lower 
the risk of dementia. The 
study was recently published 
in Neurology, the medical 
journal of the American 
Academy of Neurology. High 
processed meat consumption 
increases dementia risk by 
13%For this study, research-
ers recruited more than 
133,000 participants, with an 
average of 49 who had not 
been diagnosed with demen-
tia at the start of the study. 
Study participants were fol-
lowed for up to 43 years, and 
every two to four years, they 
were asked to complete a 
food diary. Participants were 
split into three groups based 
on their processed meat 
consumption:low group that 
ate an average of fewer than 
0.10 servings per daymedium 
group that ate between 0.10 
to 0.24 servings per day high 
group that ate 0.25 or more 
servings per day Upon analy-
sis, researchers found that 
study participants in the 
high-processed meat con-
sumption group had a 13% 
higher risk of developing 
dementia compared to those 
in the low group. 

PM Modi extends best wishes to MK 
Stalin on his 73rd birthday, praying for 

long life and good health
The greeting quickly drew attention across political circles, with leaders from 

various parties echoing similar sentiments.
CHENNAI: Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday extended warm 
birthday greetings to 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
and DMK president M.K. 
Stalin on the occasion of 
his 73rd birthday, praying 
for his long life and good 
health.In a message posted 
on social media platform 
X, the Prime Minister said, 
“Best wishes to Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister, 
Thiru MK Stalin on his 
birthday. May he be 
blessed with a long life and 
good health.”

The greeting quickly 
drew attention across 
political circles, with lead-
ers from various parties 
echoing similar senti-
ments.Chief Minister 
Stalin began his birthday 
on a solemn note by pay-
ing floral tributes at the 
memorials of former Chief 
Ministers C.N. Annadurai 
and his father, M. 
Karunanidhi, at Marina 

Beach. He also visited 
Periyar Thidal to offer 
homage at the memorial of 
social reformer Periyar 
E.V. Ramasamy, reaffirm-
ing his party’s ideological 
roots in the Dravidian 
movement.

Earlier in the day, CM 
Stalin took to X and posted 
his birthday pledge, say-
ing, “In our Tamil race’s 
journey toward our ideals, 
our feet must not stray 

from the path; our heads 
must not bow to anyone or 
for anything! We must all 
unite and shatter the 
encircling conspiracies 
with our intellect. For this, 
I will dedicate myself even 
more fully. This is my 
birthday pledge!”

He said that he has been 
serving the nation and its 
people, “fulfilling my life’s 
duty through action”.

With Tamil Nadu head-

ing into an election year, 
the birthday celebrations 
have assumed political sig-
nificance.

DMK leaders described 
the day as an opportunity 
to reaffirm their commit-
ment to social justice, 
inclusive development, 
and welfare-oriented gov-
ernance under CM Stalin’s 
leadership.

Party cadres across the 
state organised public 
meetings, community out-
reach programmes, and 
social media campaigns 
highlighting the govern-
ment’s flagship schemes.

While political rivalries 
remain sharp in the state, 
the Prime Minister’s pub-
lic greeting underscored 
the conventions of demo-
cratic courtesy. As CM 
Stalin marked another 
year in public life, the cel-
ebrations reflected both 
personal milestones and 
the evolving political land-
scape of Tamil Nadu.

DMK’s offer of 25 seats not acceptable, says Congress 
leader Chodankar; drops hint about Vijay’s TVK

CHENNAI: A day after the first round of 
seat sharing talks with the DMK, the 
Congress has confirmed that the ruling 
party has offered 25 Assembly seats for the 
2026 Tamil Nadu elections, but made it 
clear that the number does not meet its 
expectations. Speaking to a news agency 
in Delhi, Girish Chodankar, AICC election 
in charge of TN and Puducherry, said the 
designated committees of the Congress 
and the DMK held an hour long discussion 
as part of preparations for the 2026 Tamil 
Nadu Assembly elections.“Our committee 
and their committee had an hour long dis-
cussion yesterday. We only hope that the 
wish list that we have submitted will be 
accepted by the DMK,” he said.He acknowl-

edged that the DMK had offered 25 seats to 
the Congress but indicated that the party 
is pressing for a higher allocation. “They 
offered us 25 seats, but that is not accept-
able to us. Whatever we want, we have 
given to them,” he said. Chodankar also 
outlined the Congress’ broader objective 

in the negotiations. “Right now, our prior-
ity is the Assembly election so that we 
have sufficient numbers in the Assembly 
where we can have our own Member of 
Parliament in the Rajya Sabha,” he noted, 
suggesting that the party is looking to 
secure adequate legislative strength.

Chilli prices soar in TN’s Ramanathapuram as 
crop losses hit arrivals

RAMANATHAPURAM: 
A sharp decline in arrivals 
has sent chilli prices in 
Tamil  Nadu’s 
Ramanathapuram soaring 
to record levels, with 
Mundu and Samba variet-
ies crossing Rs 20,000 per 
quintal in the open mar-
ket. Officials attribute the 
surge to reduced cultiva-
tion area, widespread pest 
infestation and drought 
conditions, while farmers 
have urged the Tamil 
Nadu government to 
announce drought relief to 

offset mounting crop loss-
es.Chilli remains the larg-
est horticultural crop cul-
tivated in the district. This 
year, the crop has been 
raised on approximately 
13,500 hectares -- a drop of 
more than 1,500 hectares 
compared to last year’s 
15,050 hectares.

department officials 
said the decline is largely 
due to severe fungal dis-
ease outbreaks during the 
previous season, which 
resulted in heavy yield 
losses and discouraged 

farmers from expanding 
cultivation.

With the harvest season 
now underway, prices 
have nearly doubled from 
usual levels due to poor 
arrivals in markets.

M. Ramar, a traditional 
chilli farmer and exporter 
from Ramanathapuram, 
said Mundu chilli, which 
typically fetches between 
Rs 13,000 and Rs 20,000 per 
quintal, is currently being 
traded at Rs 25,000 to Rs 
36,000 per quintal.

Similarly, Samba chilli 

prices have climbed from 
the usual Rs 12,000 - Rs 
15,000 range to between Rs 
20,000 and Rs 25,000 per 
quintal. Data from the 
agriculture marketing 
department indicates that 
regulatory market prices 
are also significantly ele-
vated. Samba chillies are 
being sold at around Rs 
220 per kg, while Mundu 
varieties are touching Rs 
360 per kg -- nearly twice 
the average rates seen 
during normal harvest 
seasons.

VOC Port to invest Rs 15,000 cr in Outer Harbour 
project to be a transhipment hub of South

TUTICORIN: VO Chidambaranar 
Port will invest Rs 15,000 crore in its 
ambitious Outer Harbour project, 
which aims to increase overall cargo 
handling capacity and position 
Tamil Nadu as a major transhipment 
hub of southern India, a top execu-
tive has said. The investment is in 
addition to the Rs 1,500 crore capex, 
which has been set aside to upgrade 
port infrastructure, along with clean 
projects and deployment of new-age 
technologies, VOC Port Authority 
Chairperson Susanta Kumar Purohit 
told PTI in an interview.

VO Chidambaranar Port (VOC 
Port) is one of the major ports in 
India, located at Tuticorin in the 
southern part of Tamil Nadu, with 
an annual cargo handling capacity of 
82 million tonnes per annum 
(MTPA). It is also one of the oldest 
operational ports, with trade links 
dating back to 123 AD.

Sharing future growth plans, 
Purohit said, "Outer Harbour is our 
ambitious project, aligned with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
vision for the maritime sector. Our 
ministry aims to make VOC Port a 
major transhipment hub of southern 
India". To tap the growing opportuni-
ties, VOC Port Authority is investing 
close to Rs 15,000 crore in the Outer 
Harbour project, which will add 
another 4 million tonne per annum 
(MTPA) cargo handling capacity in 
two phases by 2027 and 2030, he said. 

The port aims to compete with inter-
national hubs located in other coun-
tries, such as Sri Lanka, Singapore 
and Indonesia.

As part of the expansion, two 
berths will be developed with a draft 
depth of 18 meters, which will be suf-
ficient to handle even the largest 
container ship. The berths will be 
able to handle vessels up to 2.5 lakh 
deadweight tonnage (DWT). In ship-
ping, DWT is a measure of the total 
weight of a vessel.

On the status of the project, 
Purohit said a detailed project report 
prepared for the Outer Harbour proj-
ect has been submitted to the govern-
ment for approval.

VOC Port has already signed a tri-
partite agreement with Indian 
Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) 
and Sagarmala Finance Corporation 
Limited to secure the necessary 
funding, the official said in reply to a 
question related to finance sourcing. 
The rapid growth in container cargo 
traffic at VOC Port and good hinter-

land connectivity have created an 
urgent need to increase handling 
capacity and accommodate larger 
vessels. Hence, the Outer Harbour 
project is proposed with upgraded 
vessel handling capacity for present 
and future trend vessels, he added.

This project will meet rising 
demand, reduce vessel turnaround 
times, and enhance the port's com-
petitiveness in handling both South 
Indian gateway cargo and tranship-
ment cargo by attracting larger ves-
sels operating along the nearby East-
West international shipping route.

Expanded capabilities are expect-
ed to generate substantial employ-
ment across the region and serve as a 
key hub for southern Tamil Nadu's 
Tuticorin-Madurai industrial corri-
dor, benefiting key sectors such as 
textiles, chemicals, and manufactur-
ing. From April 2025 to January 2026, 
cargo handling at VOC Port 
increased by 6 per cent to 35.97 mil-
lion tonnes.

Container volumes rose 9.40 per 
cent to over 7.16 lakh TEUs in the 
April-January period of the cur-
rent fiscal year. The port imports 
and exports a variety of commodi-
ties, including LPG, wind blades, 
coal, iron ore, fertilisers, and agri 
products, from countries like 
South Africa, Oman, the UAE, 
Russia, Ukraine, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Australia, and Canada, 
among others.
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Hyderabad, 28th February
2026: On 28th February,
Upasana Kamineni
Konidela, Vice
Chairperson – CSR, Apollo
Hospitals, inaugurated the
1000th Apollo Pharmacy
store in Telangana, mark-
ing a significant milestone
in Apollo’s continued effort
to expand access to quality
healthcare. India’s largest
and most trusted pharmacy
network now operates
across all 33 districts of
Telangana and employs
more than 10,000 people
across its retail, digital and
supply chain ecosystem.
1,000 stores in Telangana
Presence in all 33 districts
50,000+ medicines and well-
ness products 1.65 lakh
daily medicine orders

10,000+ employees 25 lakh
Apollo 24/7 users 200+ new
stores planned over next
three years The network
provides access to over
50,000 genuine medicines
and wellness essentials
round the clock, with quick
delivery facilities available
across all districts,
strengthening essential
healthcare access across
urban and semi-urban com-
munities. Apollo currently
services more than 1.65
lakh medicine orders daily
and plans to add over 200
new pharmacy stores in
Telangana over the next
three years. Expressing her
thoughts on the milestone,
Upasana Kamineni
Konidela said, “This mile-
stone is not only about

expanding access to quality
healthcare, but also about
creating meaningful and
sustainable employment
opportunities especially for
women across Telangana.
As we grow, we are com-
mitted to building inclusive
workplaces that empower
women with stable careers,
leadership opportunities,
and financial independ-
ence, enabling them to
uplift their families and
communities.” Through its
omni-channel platform,
Apollo 24/7, Apollo offers
an integrated continuum of
care including teleconsul-
tations with Apollo doctors,
diagnostic services, and
customised insurance solu-
tions all accessible from the
comfort of home.

Apollo Hospitals Vice Chairperson Upasana
Kamineni Konidela Inaugurates 1000th

Apollo Pharmacy Store in Telangana

New Delhi: Precious metal
prices are likely to see a fiery
start to the week when trad-
ing resumes on Monday,
March 2, as investors would
rush for safe-haven assets
amid global uncertainties
following the escalating the
Middle East tension, ana-
lysts said. President Donald
Trump announced “major
combat operations” in Iran
after Israeli strikes on
Tehran. Iranian state media
confirmed the death of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei on Sunday,
February 28, triggering
retaliations from Iran
against US military installa-
tions and Israeli targets
across the region. Analysts
said the extent of the impact
on domestic silver and gold
prices will depend on how
long the conflict persists, as
global investors recalibrate
risk exposure amid fears of a
prolonged instability in the
Middle East. Besides, they
added that the geopolitical
situation, macroeconomic
data announcements
( i n c l u d i n g

manufacturing/services
PMI from across regions),
and US retail sales and non-
farm payroll and employ-
ment data toward the end of
the week will be factors.
“Gold and silver prices are
set to remain highly volatile
with gap-up on the opening
session on Monday as the
Middle East conflict involv-
ing renewed US and Israeli
military action against Iran
— continues to dominate
global risk sentiment,”
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst – Commodity and
Currency, LKP Securities,
said. He said escalating hos-
tilities and diminishing
hopes of a quick diplomatic

resolution are driving
investors toward traditional
safe-haven assets like gold
and silver, and widely
expecting a gap-up opening
for bullion markets. “As
global equities and risk
assets come under pressure,
capital tends to shift into pre-
cious metals, which act as a
hedge against uncertainty,”
Trivedi added. The domestic
commodities market will
remain closed on Tuesday
due to Holi. On the Multi
Commodity Exchange, sil-
ver futures for the March
contract surged Rs 22,054 or
8.72 per cent, while gold for
April contract rose Rs 5,228,
or 3.33 per cent.

Gold, Silver set for fiery start
as Middle East tensions rise

Hyderabad 2026: String
Metaverse Ltd. (BSE: META),
a blockchain infrastructure
and artificial
intelligence–driven financial
technology company,
announced the appointment
of former Capital One tech-
nology leader Mr. Sai Kotha
Venkata as Technical
Advisor, alongside the launch
of a global initiative to deploy
autonomous artificial intelli-
gence agents across financial
markets, payments, and
enterprise operations. The
company said Mr. Sai Kotha
Venkata , who has approxi-
mately 19 years of experience
managing large-scale, mis-
sion-critical systems serving
millions of users, will advise
on technology architecture,
AI deployment strategy, and
enterprise-scale infrastruc-
ture as String Metaverse
expands its AI-native finan-
cial platform. The announce-
ment comes as financial insti-
tutions and technology firms
accelerate investments in
autonomous systems capable

of executing complex work-
flows, trading strategies, and
payment transactions with
minimal human interven-
tion. String Metaverse also
disclosed plans to establish a
Singapore-based technology
entity to develop and operate
what it describes as an
“Agentic Workforce
Platform,” intended to deploy
thousands of specialized AI
agents globally. The
Singapore entity will be led

by Mr.Krishna Mohan
Meenavalli, Executive
Director of the company  who
holds a Master’s degree in
Finance and has experience
in high-frequency trading
platforms and capital mar-
kets technology. Mr.Krishna
Mohan Meenavalli will over-
see global deployment of the
agent infrastructure in col-
laboration with Mr. Sai
Kotha Venkata. The initia-
tive is expected to focus on

multiple areas, including:
Tokenization of real-world
assets AI-driven risk man-
agement and financial intelli-
gence systems High-frequen-
cy trading and market-mak-
ing technologies Capital-effi-
cient automated financial
strategies Agent-to-agent
commerce and micropay-
ment infrastructure powered
by stablecoins Autonomous
enterprise operations The
company said its Canada-

based fintech platform,
“String Payx” will play a cen-
tral role in enabling global
agentic payment rails and
programmable transactions
between autonomous sys-
tems. String Metaverse
expects the Singapore entity
to operate with the following
proposed ownership struc-
ture: String Metaverse Ltd. —
25% UM Family Trust — 45%
Sai Kothavenkata — 25%
Key Personnel Pool — 5%
The expansion reflects a
broader industry shift
toward AI-driven automa-
tion across financial services,
where firms are seeking to
reduce operational costs and
improve capital efficiency
through machine-executed
decision systems. String
Metaverse operates across
Hong Kong, the United Arab
Emirates, India, Singapore,
and Canada, with activities
spanning blockchain infra-
structure, trading technolo-
gy, tokenization platforms,
and programmable finance
networks.

String Metaverse Appoints Mr. Sai Kotha Venkata Former
Capital One Technology Leader as Technical Advisor to String

Metaverse Ltd, Unveils Global AI Agent Infrastructure Initiative

The holy month of
Ramadan is a time of spiri-
tuality, reflection, and
community. Fasting from
dawn until dusk for 30
days can feel physically
demanding, especially for
mothers, college students,
and professionals balanc-
ing daily responsibilities.
The key to maintaining
steady energy throughout
the day is a thoughtfully
planned Sehri.
The focus at Sehri should
be on balanced, slow-
releasing foods that help
sustain energy and pre-
vent fatigue. Nutrient-
dense options help provide
steady fuel and prolonged
satiety. On the other hand,
starting the day with fried
or overly sweet foods can
lead to a rapid spike and
drop in energy, often leav-
ing one feeling tired and
dehydrated as the day pro-
gresses. Making mindful,
nutritious choices at Sehri
can make the fasting expe-
rience more comfortable
and energised. Here are
five foods to include for
sustained energy through
the day:

California Almonds
Almonds are loaded with
Vitamin B2, Vitamin E,
magnesium, and phospho-
rus, which contribute to
energy release from foods.
They provide a healthy
source of energy that helps
you stay active.
Incorporating California
Almonds into your Sehri,
whether soaked overnight
or mixed into smoothies,
can help maintain consis-
tent energy levels during
extended fasting periods.

Oats

A bowl of oats prepared
with milk or plant-based
alternatives provides com-
plex carbohydrates and
fibre. This promotes a slow
release of energy, helping
you feel full longer and
preventing afternoon
fatigue.

Eggs
Eggs are loaded with high-
quality protein and vital
amino acids. Whether
boiled, scrambled, or
incorporated into an
omelette with vegetables,
they offer lasting satiety

and support for muscle
health.

Greek yoghurt with seeds
Greek yoghurt is abundant
in protein and probiotics.
By adding chia or
flaxseeds, you enhance the
fibre and healthy fats,
which support digestion
and an active body all day.

Bananas
Bananas are rich in natu-
ral sugars, potassium, and
fibre, providing rapid yet
balanced energy and
assisting in maintaining
electrolyte levels during
fasting.
A balanced Sehri that com-
bines complex carbohy-
drates, high-quality pro-
tein, healthy fats, and
essential micronutrients
can significantly enhance
the fasting experience. By
choosing nutrient-rich
foods such as California
Almonds, eggs, oats, and
bananas alongside whole-
some staples, you can sup-
port sustained energy,
remain active through the
day, and stay well nour-
ished throughout
Ramadan.

RAMADAN ENERGY GUIDE: STAYING
ACTIVE THROUGH THE FAST

Students from Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
recorded impressive per-
formances in JEE Main
2026 Session 1, with 118
Vedantu students scoring
above 90 percentile, mark-
ing a significant milestone
for the region. Among the
top achievers from Andhra
Pradesh & Telangana is
Sahil B, who secured an
impressive 99.72 percentile.
Close behind are
Bhaskarabatla Sai Aditya
with 99.51 percentile and
DM Ashwath with 99.34
percentile, adding to a
strong list of high scorers
from the region. Overall, 3
Vedantu students from
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana scored above
99.5 percentile, while 10
crossed the 99 percentile
mark, reflecting consistent
performance across top
percentile brackets.
Growing Academic
Momentum in Andhra
Pradesh & Telangana
Vedantu currently operates
17 Learning Centres across
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, and these cen-

tres are now in their second
full academic cycle. Over
the past year, they have
continued to strengthen
their academic outcomes in
national-level competitive
examinations. Powering
these centres is Ved,
Vedantu’s AI-powered per-
sonal learning system that
strengthens personal atten-
tion across every class-
room. Through Smart

Clickers, student responses
in class are tracked in real
time, enabling teachers to
identify learning gaps
instantly. Beyond class-
room hours, students use
Ved AI for personalised
academic guidance and
InstaSolve for 24×7 doubt
resolution by simply typing
or uploading a question.
The system then recom-
mends focused videos,

notes, and quizzes to rein-
force understanding.
“Seeing our students from
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana perform at this
level in JEE Main Session 1
is both inspiring and ener-
gising,” said Anand
Prakash, Co-founder &
Head of Academics,
Vedantu. “Behind every
percentile is a story of per-
sistence and discipline.
These results reflect the
strength of our integrated
model of technology, teach-
ing excellence, and person-
alised academic support.”
Congratulating the stu-
dents and teachers across
the region, Vamsi Krishna,
Co-founder & CEO,
Vedantu, added: “These
outcomes reflect confi-
dence built over years and
potential unlocked through
the right mentorship. With
17 Learning Centres across
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana and continued
expansion planned, we
remain committed to scal-
ing personalised learning
access across the region
and across India.”

Vedantu Delivers Standout JEE Main 2026
Results in Andhra Pradesh & Telangana with

118 Students Scoring Above 90 Percentile

A landmark legal battle over
privacy, data control and the
business model of big tech is
playing out in India as
WhatsApp's 2021 privacy poli-
cy faces close scrutiny from
the country's top court. At
stake is not just WhatsApp's
policy, but broader questions
over privacy rights, con-
sumer choice and regulation
of dominant online platforms.
WhatsApp is India's most pop-
ular messaging app. A few
days ago, WhatsApp told the
Supreme Court it would com-
ply by 16 March with an order
requiring it to give Indian
users greater control over
how their data is shared with
its parent company, Meta. In
an affidavit, seen by the BBC,
the messaging platform added
that users could continue
using the app even if they
opted out of sharing data with
Meta for advertising. The
move comes days after the
court criticised WhatsApp's
2021 privacy policy, warning
that it would not allow
WhatsApp or Meta to "play
with" Indians' right to privacy
or "make a mockery" of the
Constitution, which guaran-
tees privacy as a fundamental
right. The remarks were
made during open court hear-
ings on WhatsApp's January
2021 policy update, which
required users to share data
with Meta companies to keep

using the app - a "take it or
leave it" approach that India's
competition watchdog, the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI), said left users
with "no real choice". The
update drew criticism from
users who said they felt com-
pelled to accept terms they
were uncomfortable with,
noting it differed from the
2016 policy, which had
allowed existing users to opt
out of sharing data with Meta
for advertising. The policy
has also been criticised by
digital rights activists as inva-
sive and a violation of user
autonomy, while others
argue that leveraging a plat-
form's popularity for advertis-
ing is common practice in the

internet age. WhatsApp is
ubiquitous in India with
about 853 million users,
according to World
Population Review. Rivals
such as Signal, Telegram and
homegrown platforms like
Koo exist, but none match in
popularity. Given its vast
reach, WhatsApp and its par-
ent company are among the
global tech firms closely
watched by India's federal
government which has, in
recent years, tightened digital
regulations and pushed plat-
forms for greater accountabil-
ity. A legal battle over
WhatsApp's privacy policy
began in March 2021 when the
CCI ordered an investigation,
alleging that Meta was engag-

ing in "exploitative and exclu-
sionary conduct". It said forc-
ing users to share data with
Meta companies allowed the
firm to leverage WhatsApp's
dominance in India to deny
advertising access to rivals.
In November 2024, the CCI
fined Meta $25m for "abusing
its dominant position" and
ordered it and WhatsApp to
implement behavioural reme-
dies within three months. It
barred WhatsApp from shar-
ing user data with Meta enti-
ties for five years and directed
the company to clearly speci-
fy the purposes of data shar-
ing in its privacy policy.
WhatsApp and Meta chal-
lenged the order before a com-
pany law tribunal, which

upheld the penalty but stayed
the five-year data-sharing
ban. In January 2026, the
firms moved the Supreme
Court to contest the fine.
While hearing the case earlier
this month, the Supreme
Court criticised WhatsApp's
"take it or leave it policy", say-
ing that it was a way of "com-
mitting theft of private infor-
mation". The court also
voiced concern over personal
communications being used
for targeted advertising and
directed WhatsApp to estab-
lish a consent-based frame-
work for data sharing. In an
affidavit to the Supreme
Court, WhatsApp reiterated
that personal messages are
protected by end-to-end
encryption and said it would
implement the CCI's data-
sharing remedies, which aim
to give users greater control
over their data. The app said
it would notify users to allow
them to opt out of data shar-
ing and enable them to review
or modify their choices
through a prominent tab in
the app's settings. "Sharing of
user data collected on
WhatsApp with other Meta
companies or Meta company
products for purposes other
than for providing WhatsApp
services shall not be made a
condition for users to access
WhatsApp service in India,"
the affidavit said. 

Why is WhatsApp's privacy policy
facing a legal challenge in India?
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The death toll from the Beit
Shemesh strike has now
risen to nine, according to a
spokesperson from the
Magen David Adom (MDA)
medical emergency service.
Additional MDA teams are
providing medical treatment
and evacuating 28 injured to
hospitals in Jerusalem and
to Shamir Medical Center,
including two in a serious
condition, two in a moderate
condition, and 24 in a "light"
condition, the spokesperson
says. MDA paramedic Dror
Eini adds: “We saw
destroyed homes, flames and
smoke rising from residen-
tial buildings, wrecked cars,
and significant chaos at the
scene. "I saw three casualties
lying on the ground with no
signs of life and had to pro-
nounce them dead at the
scene. "Later, additional
MDA paramedics pro-
nounced six more victims
dead."In an exclusive inter-
view with Al Jazeera, exter-
nal, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi

says that, following the death
of Khamenei, a new supreme
leader may be selected in "a
day or two". It comes after
Tehran announced an inter-
im leadership who Araghchi
says "will act as in charge of
the leadership before a new
leader is elected". He adds
that Iran's strikes are "an act
of self-defence and retalia-
tion to the American aggres-
sion against us". Iran
President Masoud

Pezeshkian just appeared on
state TV in what appears to
be a recorded video message.
He expresses his condo-
lences over the death of Iran
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, and says that
the interim leadership coun-
cil has started its work.
According to Iranian state
media, Pezeshkian is himself
part of the three-man interim
committee that has stepped
in to avoid a vacuum while

Iran's clerical body selects
the next supreme leader. He's
reported to be working with
Mohseni Ejehei, the head of
the judiciary, and Ayatollah
Ali Reza Arafi. Pezeshkian
also says that country’s
armed forces will “disap-
point” the enemies, and they
are currently “crushing
enemy’s bases”. Half an hour
prior to his address the
nation, he published a post
on X where he said that the

recent onslaught would "not
disrupt the resolve of the
government of the Islamic
republic to carry out its
duties and responsibilities".
He also said that the "sor-
row" from the death of Iran's
supreme leader would
"remain in the minds of peo-
ple" for a "long time". The
UAE Ministry of Defense
(MoD) says three people
have been killed by Iranian
attacks since yesterday. In a
statement, the ministry says
it has dealt with 167 missiles
and 541 Iranian drones so
far. Of those drones, 35 fell
within the country’s territo-
ry, resulting in three deaths
and 58 minor injuries as well
as "material damage". The
ministry says it remains on
high alert and is ready to
respond to any threats. Iran's
Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corp (IRGC) says in
a statement that they have
attacked USS Abraham
Lincoln with four ballistic
missiles, according to
Iranian state media. USS

Abraham Lincoln is the fifth
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
in the United States Navy.
Lincoln includes the latest F-
35 stealth jets, capable of
evading enemy radar. The
strike group also has three
destroyers loaded with
Tomahawk land attack
cruise missiles, and is nor-
mally accompanied by a
nuclear-powered submarine,
which fires the same
weapon. Emergency and res-
cue services are here in Beit
Shemesh, where an Iranian
missile hit a residential
neighbourhood, killing at
least eight people, according
to medical services. Officials
say a building where people
were sheltering was hit and
collapsed. A search opera-
tion is under way for people
feared to be under the rub-
ble. There are piles of broken
concrete and twisted metal,
and a huge crater which indi-
cates the point of impact.
Cars that were parked near-
by were completely
destroyed.

Iran names interim leaders as Israeli rescuers
says nine killed in missile attack

One person has been killed
and 11 injured at airports in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi, as
Iran launched attacks across
the Middle East in response
to a massive and ongoing
attack against it by the US
and Israel. Authorities in
Abu Dhabi confirmed a
drone targeting Zayed
International Airport (AUH)
was intercepted, leading to
"falling debris" killing one
person and injuring seven.
Dubai International Airport
(DXB) - the world's busiest by
passenger traffic - was dam-
aged in an "incident" that
injured four staff, according
to authorities, who did not
give further details.
Thousands of flights have
been grounded to and from
the region, in one of the most
serious disruptions to global
travel since the Covid-19 pan-

demic. Across the Gulf, Iran
has used ballistic missiles
and drones to launch large-
scale attacks on US allies and
assets, after Iran's supreme
leader was killed in the ongo-
ing US-Israel air offensive
launched on Saturday morn-
ing. Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan
and Kuwait - all home to US
military bases - said they had
intercepted missiles fired
towards them, but falling

debris appeared to have
caused widespread damage.
"I probably saw about 15 mis-
siles being launched from
behind my house yesterday,"
Dubai resident Becky
Williams told the BBC, refer-
ring to missiles fired by UAE
authorities aimed at inter-
cepting incoming Iranian
projectiles. "You can hear the
interceptions happening in
the air." On the Palm

Jumeirah, Dubai's luxury
man-made archipelago, the
five-star Fairmont The Palm
hotel was struck by a large
explosion on Saturday after-
noon. Video verified by the
BBC shows a fire raging as
black smoke rises into the
sky. Authorities also con-
firmed debris from an inter-
cepted drone had caused a
"minor fire" on the outer
facade of the five-star Burj Al
Arab hotel. Also in Dubai,
debris from an "aerial inter-
ception" caused a fire in a
berth at the Jebel Ali deep
sea port - the world's ninth
busiest. Another 34-year-old
Dubai resident said: "What
we've lived through over
the past 24 hours is a frac-
tion of what others have
been living through in
areas of conflict so it puts
things in perspective". 

At least 20 people have
been killed and others
injured after a Bolivian air
force cargo plane crashed
in the western city of El
Alto, the country's author-
ities say. 
The incident happened at
18:15 local time (22:15
GMT) on Friday as the
plane was arriving at El
Alto's airport from the city
of Santa Cruz, aviation
officials said. 
It reportedly skidded off
the runway and hit nearby
vehicles. The defence min-
istry later confirmed its C-
130 Hercules was involved
and that it had been trans-
porting banknotes to the
Central Bank of Bolivia.
There were eight people

aboard the plane, the air
force commander said.
Police fired tear gas to dis-
perse crowds allegedly try-
ing to take the scattered
banknotes. Firefighters
had given an earlier death

toll of at least 15. Video
footage showed the plane
on the ground and badly
damaged vehicles. In other
videos, people could be
seen running away from
the tear gas and police offi-

cers, some holding shields,
forming a line. Some in the
crowds are seen throwing
rocks. "While news crews
were covering the acci-
dent, individuals attempt-
ing to steal the transported
money attacked the press
with unusual violence,"
the National Association
of Journalists of Bolivia
said in a statement. It said
a mobile TV unit was
"directly targeted", while
other journalists "were
attacked with stones, suf-
fering serious injuries
while carrying out their
work". The government-
run Bolivian News Agency
reported that at least a
dozen people were arrest-
ed for stealing banknotes. 

It was the excess on show on
the social media accounts of
politicians' children that pro-
vided the kindling for Nepal's
Gen Z uprising last year. The
lavish presents - all clearly
marked with designer labels -
piled up and decorated like a
Christmas tree, the expensive
trips to five-star resorts
around the world, the extrava-
gant wedding parties that
closed roads to traffic. For
many, the disparity between
the haves and have-nots right
there, on your phone, was too
much to be ignored, in a coun-
try where youth unemploy-
ment stands at 20.6% and with
three million working over-
seas. "The kids of big politi-
cians celebrate special occa-
sions in places like Thailand
and Switzerland," Satish
Kumar Yadav, a 25-year-old
lab technician, tells the BBC.
"But, the children of the gener-
al public are forced to go to
Gulf countries to find jobs." A
proposed ban on the very
social media where young
Nepalis were voicing their
anger at the so-called "nepo
kids" was the spark that
would send thousands into
the street on 8 September.
Within two days, 77 people -
many of them protesters shot
by police - would be dead, and
the prime minister would

have stepped down. As the
country heads to the polls
next week, it appears politi-
cians have taken note of their
anger, and have promised a
raft of changes to appease it.
Meanwhile, many of the
social media accounts which
so carefully curated privi-
leged lives have gone quiet.
Shrinkhala Khatiwada, a for-
mer Miss Nepal and daughter
of a former health minister -
who was reported to have
more than a million followers
at one point - appears to have
shut her Instagram account
down entirely. Her last post
on YouTube is a 34-minute
video explaining why she did
not deserve the "nepo kids"
label, uploaded months ago.
Smita Dahal, granddaughter
of a three-time prime minister
and former Maoist guerrilla
leader, who was criticised for
showing off her expensive
handbag collection, has set
her Instagram account to pri-
vate. Her Facebook page has
not been updated since late
August. There are exceptions.
One of the most striking
images doing the rounds last
summer was that of a former
minister's son Saugat Thapa,
standing beside Louis
Vuitton, Cartier and Gucci
boxes piled high in the shape
of a Christmas tree. 

Israel's High Court has tem-
porarily halted a ban on
international aid groups
from working in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories
unless they meet strict new
rules. The injunction came
ahead of an Israeli deadline
for 37 well-known organisa-
tions to stop work, some-
thing the groups warn will
remove a lifeline for vulner-
able people and cause
"irreparable harm". Four
months into a fragile cease-
fire in war-torn Gaza, most
of the more than two million
population relies on aid – for
food, medical care and
water. In the West Bank,
humanitarian organisations
have been helping
Palestinians who have been
forced off their land by rapid
Israeli settlement expansion
and settler violence. In
December, Israel told organ-
isations – including
Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF, Doctors Without
Borders), Oxfam, Save the
Children, ActionAid and the
Norwegian Refugee Council
(NRC) – that their registra-
tions had expired. They
were given 60 days to renew
them – by complying with
new rules – or cease opera-
tions by 1 March. This week,
a group of 17 NGOS jointly
petitioned the High Court to
suspend the new measures,

arguing that Israel has obli-
gations as an occupying
power under international
humanitarian law.
Responding on Friday,
Judge Dafna Barak-Erez
said there was "a real legal
dispute" which would
require more time to work
through. The right-wing gov-
ernment of Israel's Prime
Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, has taken a
tough stance against inter-
national and Palestinian
NGOs as well as UN agen-
cies, some of which have
operated in the region for
decades, citing security rea-
sons. It has also passed legis-
lation banning the UN
agency for Palestinian
refugees, Unrwa, from oper-
ating in Israel, impacting its
work in the West Bank and
Gaza. Israel has claimed that
Unrwa - and other organisa-
tions, including MSF - have
been infiltrated by members
of Palestinian armed groups
or have ties to them. The
humanitarian groups
strongly deny that. Israel's
Ministry for Diaspora
Affairs and Combating
Antisemitism says its "clear
transparency requirements"
mean all NGOs and humani-
tarian organisations must
now give full details of their
staff, funding sources and
operational structures. 

Where have Nepal's 'nepo
kids' gone as corruption takes

centre stage in election?

Aid groups in Gaza and West
Bank thrown lifeline as Israel

court pauses ban threat

One killed and 11 injured at Dubai and
Abu Dhabi airports as Iran strikes region

AT LEAST 20 KILLED AFTER MILITARY PLANE
CARRYING BANKNOTES CRASHES IN BOLIVIA

At least 148 people including
children have died after a
reported strike hit a school in
southern Iran, according to
Iranian officials. Iran has
blamed the US and Israel. The
US military's Central
Command (Centcom) said it
was looking into reports of
the incident, while Israel's
military said it was "not
aware" of any IDF operations
in the area. The girls' school
was located in Minab, near an
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) base which has
previously been a target. At
least 201 people have been
killed in air strikes in Iran
and 747 hurt since Saturday,
the Iranian Red Crescent
said.  Iran's President
Masoud Pezeshkian called
the incident a "barbaric act"
and "another black page in
the record of countless crimes
committed by the aggres-

sors". In a statement reported
in US media, Centcom
spokesman Tim Hawkins
said: "We take these reports
seriously. "The protection of
civilians is of utmost impor-
tance, and we will continue to

take all precautions available
to minimise the risk of unin-
tended harm." The six-day
working week in Iran runs
from Saturday to Thursday,
with Friday being the only
official day of rest, meaning

the school was likely occu-
pied when it was hit.
Following the incident on
Saturday, Red Cross and Red
Crescent officials in Geneva
said the society had
mobilised response teams to

go to the school. An official
said that the school, in the
town of Minab in Hormozgan
province, had been "targeted
by three missile attacks". It is
located about 600m (1970ft)
from the base of the IRGC.
The BBC has verified clips of
the aftermath of the explo-
sion, which show smoke ris-
ing from a building as crowds
gather nearby and people can
be heard screaming in panic.
But it has not been able to
independently verify the
death toll - international
news organisations are often
refused visas to Iran which
severely limits their ability to
gather information there.
Iranian social media users
have reacted with anger to
news of the incident. An
Iranian living abroad who
opposes military interven-
tion in Iran commented: "The
first victims of this war are 40

girls in Minab, hit by a mis-
sile attack. Is this the war you
cheer for?" Deep mistrust of
the Iranian regime, however,
makes official reports diffi-
cult for many to accept, and
some Iranians directly
blamed the regime for the
attack. One user wrote: "Even
if the regime did not directly
target schools, the deaths of
children in Minab remain the
responsibility of the Islamic
Republic. "People have no
shelters, the internet is cut,
phone lines are down, and
there has been no warning to
keep children out of school. In
these conditions, the mini-
mum requirement should be
to stay at home." The school
tragedy took place as the US
and Israel launched wave
after wave of air strikes
against targets in a number of
Iranian cities throughout
Saturday. 

At least 148 dead after Isreal strike on school

Thousands of people are
stranded across the Middle
East as Iran launched
attacks across the region in
response to a massive and
ongoing attack against it by
the US and Israel. In Dubai,
in the United Arab
Emirates, two luxury hotels
and its main airport - the
world's busiest by passenger
traffic - have been damaged.
The BBC has spoken to peo-
ple who live in the Emirate,
as well as those who are on
holiday. Dubai resident
Becky Williams said she
saw about 15 missiles
"launched from behind my
house yesterday", referring
to missiles fired by UAE
authorities to intercept
incoming Iranian projec-
tiles. "You can hear the
interceptions happening in
the air." But she added that

she and her family were
remaining calm and trusted
the UAE military to defend
its airspace, saying she
believed it would "all blow
over soon". Iran's attacks in
retaliation for the US-Israeli
strikes continued into
Sunday. On the Palm
Jumeirah, Dubai's luxury
man-made archipelago, the
five-star Fairmont The Palm
hotel was struck by a large
explosion. Debris from an
intercepted drone resulted
in a "minor fire" on the outer
facade of the five-star Burj Al
Arab hotel, authorities have
said. One resident was philo-
sophical about their ordeal:
"What we've lived through
over the past 24 hours is a
fraction of what others have
been living through in areas
of conflict so it puts things in
perspective." 

'Not the Dubai we know':
Residents and holidaymakers

react to Iran attacks

Katie carefully takes a
syringe out of its packet. She
pricks the top of a small jar
of blue liquid and pulls up
the plunger. She turns and
jabs the needle into her bum
cheek and gives the camera
a big thumbs up, looking
pleased. Katie's been inject-
ing GHK-Cu, a copper pep-
tide, for several weeks now
and she's confident it's mak-
ing a difference to her skin.
So much so, she says, the
stretch marks she developed
after having her two chil-
dren have almost disap-
peared. The only disconcert-
ing thing? It clearly says "for
research purposes only" on
the label wrapped around
the jar. This peptide is not
suitable for human con-

sumption. Like the growing
number of others on social
media who film themselves
injecting unregulated pep-
tides, Katie is seemingly
unfazed by the warning. She
believes it's safe. Peptides
are short chains of amino
acids, or small proteins,
which our bodies naturally
produce. They act as mes-
sengers, telling our cells
what to do, and play vital
roles in our skin health,
immune system and help-
ing to control our hor-
mones. "I've done a lot of
research into them, and I
am exercising caution,"
says Katie. "I started super
small," she continues. "Just
to make sure I didn't notice
anything weird."

Wellness peptide craze: Why
people are injecting drugs

'not for human consumption'
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Kosgei wins Tokyo Marathon in record time

=Australia's Hannah Green
won the LPGA's Women's
World Championship in
Singapore after her husband
stepped in as her caddie.
With Green's usual caddie
unable to leave the USA
while he applies for a green
card, her husband Jarryd
Felton - who is a professional
golfer - filled the role for the
second time this year. Green,
29, carded a three-under-par
69 on Sunday to finish one
shot clear of American
Auston Kim and win this title
for a second time. She mar-
ried Felton in 2024 and has
also caddied for her husband
in the past. "It was absolutely
a team effort over the last two
weeks, and it's very special to
share my seventh win, which
is also my favourite number,
with him," said Green. "My
usual caddie is applying for a
green card and couldn't leave
the US, so it wasn't part of the

plan for the season. Luckily,
my husband was able to pick
up the bag for me." Green
started the day tied for the
lead with three-time major
champion Minjee Lee, but
took control with an early
birdie followed by an eagle on
the eighth hole. Green sank
three more birdies on the

final nine, and - despite a
nervous finish after bogeying
her final two holes - ended on
14 under overall to win this
tournament for the second
time in three years, having
triumphed in 2024. "I was feel-
ing nervous and told Jarryd a
couple of times that I wasn't
comfortable. He reminded

me to take a deep breath,
have a snack or even sip
some water," she said. "I
haven't played with this kind
of adrenaline in a long time,
and we handled it really
well." England's Charley
Hull, Mimi Rhodes and Lottie
Woad all finished in a tie for
10th on six under.

It's a virtual quarter-final
between India and West
Indies at the T20 World Cup
2026 at the Eden Gardens on
Sunday. India captain
Suryakumar Yadav won
the toss and opted to bowl.
The winner of the match
will progress to the semi-
final. Yadav admitted at the
toss that there was "tension
and nerves" in the side. "We
want to bowl first tonight.
The surface looks good. It
has been a chasing ground.
The wicket later on
becomes even better. And
also with a little bit of dew,
I think chasing would be a
better option," Yadav said.
"Absolutely. I mean, it's
already very wild. The
crowd is in. Hopefully we
can give them a good show
tonight. (Mood in the dress-
ing room) There will be ten-
sion. There will be nerves.
But if there's no pressure,
there's no fun. The mood in
the camp is good. I think we

ticked all the boxes in the
last game. Taking that posi-
tivity into this game, I
think it'll be a good one. No,
we're going with the same
team. Same team." India
decided to go with an
unchanged XI, while West
Indies made one change,
bringing in Akeal Hosein
for Brandon King. Teams:
India: Sanju Samson (wk),
Abhishek Sharma, Ishan
Kishan, Suryakumar

Yadav (c), Hardik Pandya,
Tilak Varma, Shivam
Dube, Axar Patel, Arshdeep
Singh, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit
Bumrah. West Indies: Shai
Hope (c & wk), Roston
Chase, Shimron Hetmyer,
Rovman Powell, Sherfane
Rutherford, Romario
Shepherd, Jason Holder,
Matthew Forde, Akeal
Hosein, Gudakesh Motie,
Shamar Joseph.

Special traffic arrangements
will be in place in New Delhi
on Sunday in connection with
the T20 World Cup match
between Zimbabwe and South
Africa at Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi traffic police
(DTP) said in its latest adviso-
ry. Traffic restrictions will be
operational between 12 pm
and 10 pm on Sunday, DTP
wrote on its official X handle.
Traffic movement is likely to
remain affected in and around
the stadium area.
“Commuters are advised to
plan their journeys in
advance and use alternate
routes to avoid inconven-
ience,” DTP wrote on X. JLN
Marg from Rajghat to Delhi
Gate up to R/A Kamla Market
(Both carriageways) Asaf Ali
Road from Turkman Gate to
Delhi Gate Bahadurshah
Zafar Marg from Delhi Gate to
Ramcharan Aggarwal Chowk
(Both carriageways) Heavy
vehicles will not be permitted
from Daryaganj to
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg and
from Guru Nanak Chowk to
Asaf Ali Road DTP also

advised commuters those who
will be travelling to New Delhi
railway station to plan their
travel keeping in view heavy
traffic on Bahadurshah Zafar
Marg and ITO Chowk.
Commuters might face diver-
sions in the following roads
except emergency vehicles:
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg
JLN Marg Entry to the stadi-
um Those heading to Arun

Jaitley stadium, or previously
referred as Feroz Shah Kotla
for the match are urged to fol-
low these entry routes: Gate
Nos. 1 to 8 (Southern Side):
Entry from Bahadurshah
Zafar Marg Gate Nos. 10, 11, 12,
13, 14 & 15 (Eastern Side):
Entry from JLN Marg next to
Ambedkar Stadium For those
opting for a bus to reach the
venue: Gate Nos. 16, 17 & 18

(Western Side): Entry from
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg
near Petrol Pump Free park-
and-ride facility will be avail-
able from these parking loca-
tions to the stadium: Mata
Sundari Road Rajghat Power
House Road Velodrome Road
Taxi pickup and drop points
Gate No. 2, Maulana Azad
Medical College on BSZ Marg
(ITO to Delhi Gate carriage-

way) Rajghat Chowk Parking
facilities Parking would not be
available for the general pub-
lic near the stadium except for
labelled vehicles, which are
urged to display their parking
label on their respective wind-
screens. Vehicle number and
mobile number of
driver/owner must be written
on the label. Vehicles without
valid parking label shall not
be allowed in the proximity of
the Stadium, DTP said. Entry
for labelled parking will be
from Vikram Nagar cut on
BSZ Marg near Shahidi Park
only. Labelled vehicle park-
ing: P-1: JP Park (Opposite
Gate No. 3) - Four-wheelers P-
2: Vikram Nagar Parking
(Adjacent to Shahidi Park) -
Four-wheelers P-3: Near
JJB/Prayas Office-Two-
wheelers P-4: GLNS School
(Deaf & Dumb School) - Near
JJB/Prayas Office General
Vehicle Advisory: No vehicles
shall be allowed to park on
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg,
JLN Marg and Ring Road
from Rajghat to I.P. Flyover
(both carriageways). 

Britain's Lone'er Kavanagh
claimed the biggest win of
his career as he upset for-
mer UFC flyweight cham-
pion Brandon Moreno in
Mexico City. Kavanagh,
who took the fight on just
three weeks' notice, deliv-
ered a mature display to
win by unanimous deci-
sion 49-46, 48-47 and 48-47.
Kavanagh, 26, was
unranked heading into the
contest, but victory over
sixth-ranked Moreno - in
front of the Mexican's
home fans - will see him
him take a big leap towards
the top end of the division.
"I said before this fight - I
live for legendary
moments," said Kavanagh.
"This is a legendary
moment. Brandon is a leg-
end. Two-time world

champ. I'm a big fan. I
watched him when I was a
kid. To get to fight him is
amazing." Kavanagh took

the fight against two-time
flyweight champion
Moreno when his original
opponent Asu Almabayev

withdrew because of
injury. The Briton came
into the contest after the
first defeat of his 11-fight
career against Charles
Johnson in August, but
took control in the early
stages against Moreno.
Kavanagh kept Moreno at
bay with a series of leg
kicks, before hurting him
with a flurry of punches
midway through the sec-
ond round. Moreno had
more success in the third
round, but Kavanagh
regained control with more
thudding leg kicks, before
seeing out victory by
defending a number of
takedowns. The win was
the 10th of Kavanagh's 11-
fight career, while Moreno
suffered a fourth defeat in
his past six fights.

GREEN WINS LPGA TITLE
WITH HUSBAND AS CADDIE

The Lionesses will be look-
ing to win the Women's
World Cup next year - but
to accomplish that goal
they may need to find a
solution to their "full-back
problem". At right-back,
Lucy Bronze, 34, has been
England's undisputed
starter for the best part of a
decade - but how long can
she keep playing? And is
there anyone following in
her footsteps? There is
even more ambiguity at
left-back - with several cen-
tre-backs having filled the
position in recent years,
while striker Rachel Daly
started every game there
when England won the
first of their back-to-back
European titles in 2022.
The full-back issue has not
gone unnoticed at the
Football Association -
interim England Under-23s
boss Lauren Smith admits
they have been plotting a
succession plan for more
than 18 months. "You've
probably been thinking
'hey, what's this full-back

problem?' And that's the
same as we have been
thinking a little bit over
time," said Smith. "It's not
something that is new to
us. When I stepped into
[my under-19s head coach]
role, the conversation was
happening about how we
could maybe think differ-
ently or look differently for
players in the pathway.
"That work has been going
on a long time. You are
starting to see the fruits of
it." In England's four
friendly matches to end
2025, manager Sarina
Wiegman started three dif-
ferent players at left-back,
and Bronze and Maya Le
Tissier at right-back. The
Dutchwoman has made it
clear she believes Le
Tissier is the current back-
up option for Bronze
despite captaining
Manchester United at cen-
tre-back. Versatile
Washington Spirit defend-
er Esme Morgan, who
impressed at centre-back
during Euro 2025.

HOW DO LIONESSES
SOLVE FULL-BACK SUC-

CESSION PROBLEM?

Suryakumar Yadav Admits Ahead
Of India vs West Indies T20

World Cup Virtual Quarter-Final

'LEGENDARY MOMENT' - KAVANAGH
UPSETS EX-CHAMPION MORENO

In the annals of Australian
cricket, Alyssa Healy is a
name that will be etched
permanently. Healy bid an
emotional farewell to white-
ball international cricket
with a breathtaking 158-run
knock in the third and final
match at Bellerive Oval in
Hobart on Sunday. The 35-
year-old wicketkeeper-bat-
ter had earlier confirmed
that the bilateral series
against India would mark
the conclusion of her 16-
year international career.
Australia, asked to bat first
in the final ODI, were chas-
ing a clean sweep against
the touring Indian side.
Healy was greeted with a
guard of honour as she
walked to the crease. She
wasted no time asserting
her dominance, striking 27

fours and two sixes in a
quickfire 98-ball knock that
helped Australia reach an
imposing 409/7. Her team-
mate Beth Mooney also con-
tributed an unbeaten 106 off
84 balls, ensuring the hosts
crossed the 400-run mark.
Alyssa Healy's husband and
Australia skipper Mitchell
Starc was present in the

stands when she reached
the milestone. He was visi-
bly emotional after Healy's
feat. Healy, who debuted for
Australia at 19 in February
2010, finishes her ODI
career with over 3,500 runs.
In T20 internationals, she
amassed 3,054 runs at an
average of 25.45, including a
career-best 148 not out - the

highest individual T20I
score among Full Member
nations. She holds the
record for the most T20I dis-
missals (as wicketkeeper)
globally and ranks second
in appearances for
Australia in the format. Her
glittering career includes
six T20 World Cup tri-
umphs (2010, 2012, 2014,
2018, 2020, 2023) and two
ODI World Cup titles (2013,
2022). Healy was also recog-
nised as the ICC T20I
Cricketer of the Year in
both 2018 and 2019. The
Australian star will con-
clude her international
career in the longest for-
mat, leading the side in her
11th and final Test match
against India, scheduled to
begin on March 6 at Perth
Stadium.

Mitchell Starc Emotional As Alyssa Healy Slams
Ton In Final ODI For Australia

Delhi traffic police issues fresh advi-
sory ahead of T20 World Cup match 

Michael Carrick says the
chance to inflict damage on
one of the men thought to
be a contender to be
Manchester United's next
head coach will not be a
motivating factor in
Sunday's game against
Crystal Palace. Palace
manager Oliver Glasner is
second favourite for the
permanent role with most
bookmakers, despite a
troubled campaign in
which he has openly criti-
cised his club's board, lost
in the FA Cup to
Macclesfield and fallen out
with supporters amid a
struggling Premier League
campaign. Interim United
boss Carrick is now the
favourite, thanks to five
wins and a draw from his
six games in charge. It is a
record which, after Aston
Villa's shock defeat at
Wolves on Friday, means
United will go third in the
table for the first time since
the end of the 2022-23 cam-
paign if they beat Palace at
Old Trafford. That is
enough of a motivation for
Carrick, who says there is
no personal element to his
preparations at all. "It is
not something that would
cross my mind until you
mentioned it," he said. "It
doesn't make any differ-

ence whatsoever. "I have
total respect for Crystal
Palace and Oliver, in terms
of the team that they are
and the role they are doing.
But it's the next game for
us." Palace were ahead of
United in the table when
the two sides met on 30
November. One influential
figure in United's 2-1 suc-
cess that day, Matthijs de
Ligt, has not played since
because of a back injury.
Fellow centre-half
Lisandro Martinez missed
Monday's win at Everton
with a calf problem which
Carrick regards as "a small
issue" that will not keep the
Argentine out "for very
long". With fifth-placed
Chelsea due to play
Arsenal and Aston Villa in
their next two games, this
is looking like a chance for
United to cement their
position in the Champions
League spots. It is an aim
few thought likely when
Ruben Amorim was sacked
in January. "We are in a
decent spot," Carrick said.
"We feel like we are moving
forwards, but it's just about
what's in front of us, and
trying to get to where we
want to be, which is a little
bit higher in the league.
"That's literally all I'm wor-
ried about in the moment."

CARRICK NOT INTER-
ESTED IN PERSONAL

GLASNER DUEL

"THERE WILL BE TENSION":
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he teaser of Rakasa
has been officially
unveiled, offering a

striking glimpse into a spec-
tacle-driven mythic universe
that merges folklore horror,
ancient ritualistic traditions
and high-stakes supernatu-
ral adventure, while retain-
ing a lively streak of enter-
taining comedy. The teaser
establishes a distinct tonal
space, positioning the film as
a rooted yet large-scale the-
atrical entertainer.
Opening with an ominous
prophecy - the teaser imme-
diately situates the narrative
within the framework of a
generational curse haunting
an entire village. The visuals
depict a long-standing ritual-
istic practice tied to a sealed
fortress wall, suggesting an
ancient system of appease-
ment that has shaped the vil-
lage’s fate. Without revealing
plot specifics, the opening
builds tension through
atmosphere and cultural
rootedness.
The tonal shift that follows
introduces a vibrant social
setting as Sangeeth Shobhan
arrives in the village on a
marriage bus, bringing
youthful energy and situa-
tional humor into an other-
wise ominous landscape.
This contrast becomes cen-
tral to the teaser’s design.
Once the imposing fortress
gates open and close behind
him, the narrative transi-
tions into a contained super-
natural adventure. Fiery
manifestations, a towering
demonic presence and
intense confrontations
unfold within the walled
world, indicating both scale
and mythic depth. The teaser

blends dread, spectacle and
accessible entertainment
while maintaining narrative
intrigue.
The teaser’s visual grammar
reflects narrative intention
rather than surface styling.
The interplay between cold
blue frames and blazing
amber tones is not merely
aesthetic; 
it signals the collision
between an inherited curse
and erupting chaos at the
heart of the story. The

fortress interiors, torch-lit
assemblies and ritual-heavy
staging suggest a lived-in
mythic system, indicating
that the film operates within
a structured folklore uni-
verse rather than a generic
horror setting. 
This level of visual coher-
ence points to technical pre-
cision across cinematogra-
phy, production design and
VFX integration. The scale of
staging, controlled lighting
contrasts and textured

world-building collectively
indicate that Rakasa is
mounted as a grand theatri-
cal experience - crafted for
immersion, impact and
large-screen engagement
rather than functioning as a
routine genre outing.
Rakasa stars Sangeeth
Shobhan, returning after the
success of MAD and MAD
Square, expanding into a
performance space that com-
bines humor with myth-driv-
en intensity. He is paired
with Nayan Sarika, while
the ensemble cast includes
Vennela Kishore, Brahmaji,
Tanikella Bharani, Ashish
Vidyarthi, and Getup Srinu,
reinforcing the film’s tonal
versatility. Written and
directed by Manasa Sharma,
who previously served as
writer and creator for Oka
Chinna Family Story (ZEE5)
and directed Bench Life
(Sony LIV), 
the film marks her feature
directorial debut under Pink
Elephant Pictures. Presented
by Z Studios and produced
by Niharika Konidela and
Umesh Kumar Bansal, the
film is backed by a strong
production framework. The
technical team includes
music by Anudeep Dev, cine-
matography by Raju
Edurolu, and editing by
Anwar Ali, shaping the
film’s visual and tonal identi-
ty. Prior to the teaser launch,
the film’s glimpse had
already generated strong
traction, crossing 1.9 million
views across digital plat-
forms. The consistent online
engagement reflects growing
audience curiosity around
the film’s genre blend and
world-building approach.

ega Power Star Ram
Charan's ambitious
pan-India project

'Peddhi' has taken the buzz
to the next level with the
film set for a grand release
this summer. Directed by
Buchi Babu Sana, the film is
being heavily produced by
Venkata Satish Kilaru
under the banner of Vriddhi
Cinemas. The film has
already created a sensation
in promotions. The first
shot glimpses, composed by
Oscar-winning music direc-
tor A.R. Rahman, and the
blockbuster first single
Chikiri Chikiri have broken
records with a tremendous
response. Ram Charan has
recently started dubbing for
'Peddhi'. The 'Yemadi' dia-
logue spoken by Charan in
the role of Peddhi is impres-
sive to everyone. In the
video, Charan's words to

Buchi Babu, "Buchchi.. you
acted so much for Mohit
Chauhan's voice in the song
Chikiri.. did you sing it or
did he sing it? Do you have a
doubt?.. don't tell me to act
like that in dubbing too. I
told you to dub it myself,"
made Buchi Babu laugh.
This video is currently
going viral on social media.
Peddi's second single 'Rai
Rai Rara' is set to be
released on March 2nd.
Janhvi Kapoor is playing
the female lead in this film.
Shiva Rajkumar,
Jagapathi Babu, Divyandu
Sharma, and Boman Irani
are playing key roles. The
film has music by Oscar-
winning composer AR
Rahman. Noted cinematog-
rapher R Rathnavelu is the
DOP, National Award-win-
ning editor Naveen Nooli
is the editor.

Rakasa’ Teaser Out: A Spectacle-Driven Mythic World
Blending Folklore Horror, Ancient Rituals and

Supernatural Adventure with Entertaining Comedy
Directed by Kishor
Pandurang Belekar
and starring Vijay
Sethupathi, Arvind

Swamy and Aditi Rao
Hydari, the critically
acclaimed theatrical suc-
cess arrives exclusively on
Tamil, Telugu and
Malayalam ZEE5 from
March 6th~ After receiving
amazing response during
its theatrical run, the path-
breaking silent film
‘Gandhi Talks’ is now set
for its world digital pre-
miere on ZEE5 from March
6th. The film will be avail-
able to stream in Telugu,
Tamil, and Malayalam,
allowing audiences to expe-
rience its powerful and
universal storytelling.
Produced by Zee Studios
along with Moviemill and
Kyoorius, the film has been
widely appreciated for its
bold storytelling, powerful
performances, and unique
cinematic approach that
transcends spoken lan-
guage. Directed and writ-
ten by Kishor Pandurang
Belekar, Gandhi Talks fea-
tures an exceptional
ensemble cast including
Vijay Sethupathi, Arvind
Swamy, Aditi Rao Hydari,
and Siddharth Jadhav. The
film stands out as a rare
modern silent film, relying
entirely on visual story-
telling and emotional
depth, enhanced by a soul-
stirring musical score com-
posed by A. R. Rahman.
Gandhi Talks follows the
intertwined journeys of
individuals navigating per-
sonal loss, financial strug-
gles, and moral dilemmas
in an unforgiving world.
When their paths unex-
pectedly collide, their lives

spiral into a gripping tale
of survival, consequence,
and human connection.
Without spoken dialogue,
the film powerfully cap-
tures emotions through
performances, visuals, and
music, offering audiences a
deeply immersive and
moving cinematic experi-
ence. Actor Vijay
Sethupathi said, “Gandhi
Talks is a very special film
because it communicates

so much without saying a
single word. It was a
unique experience to
express emotions purely
through performance and
presence. The theatrical
response was truly heart-
ening, and I’m excited that
the film will now reach
many more viewers
through ZEE5. I hope audi-
ences connect with its mes-
sage and experience the
story in their own personal

way.” Aditi Rao Hydari
said, “What drew me to
Gandhi Talks was its rare
ability to convey an entire
emotional world through
stillness and visual story-
telling. Every moment in
the film feels intimate and
reflective, allowing the
audience to pause and
truly feel alongside the
characters. The theatrical
journey has been very
rewarding, and I’m grate-
ful that ZEE5 is bringing
this film to a wider audi-
ence across languages. It’s
a story that invites you to
observe, reflect, and inter-
pret in your own way.”
Director Kishor
Pandurang Belekar said,
“Gandhi Talks has been a
deeply personal and ambi-
tious project for me.
Telling a story without spo-
ken words challenged us to
rely entirely on the power
of visuals, performances,
and music. The love and
appreciation the film
received in theatres has
been incredibly encourag-
ing. I’m grateful that ZEE5
is giving the film a plat-
form to reach audiences
everywhere, allowing more
viewers to experience its
emotional journey and
unique storytelling.” Tune
in to Gandhi Talks, stream-
ing on Tamil, Telugu and
Malayalam ZEE5 from
March 6th! About ZEE5:
ZEE5 is Bharat’s largest
homegrown video stream-
ing platform and the multi-
lingual storyteller for mil-
lions of entertainment
seekers. ZEE5 stems from
the stable of ZEE
Entertainment Enterprises
Limited (ZEEL), a Global
Content Powerhouse.

ZEE5 announces the world digital premiere
of ‘Gandhi Talks’ streaming from March 6th!

MEGA POWER STAR
RAM CHARAN BEGINS

DUBBING OF MOST
AWAITED PAN-INDIA
PROJECT 'PEDDHI'

yderabad:
Thalapathy Vijay,
one of the biggest

stars of Tamil cinema, is
making headlines for
shocking reasons. His wife,
Sangeetha Sornalingam,
has filed for divorce, accus-
ing him of infidelity and
emotional cruelty. She
claims Vijay was involved
in an extramarital affair
with an actress, causing her
severe emotional distress. 
This divorce has stunned
fans and the media alike, as
Vijay’s personal life takes a
dramatic turn amidst his
successful career. 

VIJAY’S STARDOM
Vijay’s rise to fame has
been nothing short of
extraordinary. Known for
his roles in hits like Ghilli,
Thuppakki, Bigil, and Leo,

he has built a massive fan
following over the years.
From a romantic hero to a
mass superstar, Vijay has
become one of the highest-
paid actors in Indian cine-
ma. His powerful screen
presence and dedication
have earned him the title of
Thalapathy, making him a
household name. 

THALAPATHY VIJAY’S
NET WORTH 2026
Vijay’s estimated net worth
is around Rs 600 crore. He is
one of the highest-paid
actors, earning between Rs
100 crore and Rs 275 crore
per film. Apart from acting,
his income comes from
brand endorsements and
investments in real estate.
His lavish lifestyle includes
a luxurious beach-facing
bungalow in Chennai worth

Rs 70-80 crore and a car col-
lection worth over Rs 8
crore, featuring top brands
like Rolls-Royce and BMW.

SANGEETHA’S NET
WORTH 2026
Sangeetha Sornalingam,
Vijay’s wife, also comes
from a wealthy family. With
assets reportedly valued at
Rs 400 crore, she is finan-
cially independent. Her
family’s strong business
background adds to her
wealth, making the couple’s
combined net worth exceed
Rs 1,000 crore.

VIJAY’S POLITICAL
CAREER
In February 2024, Vijay
launched his political
party, Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), focusing
on social justice and Tamil

pride. As Vijay transi-
tions from cinema to pol-
itics, the ongoing
divorce controversy
could affect his public
image and influence his
political journey. Vijay’s
upcoming film Jana
Nayagan is also making
news, with speculations
about its release being
delayed due to personal and
professional issues. Fans
are eager to see how these
challenges impact the film
and Vijay’s career. Vijay
has become one of the high-
est-paid actors in Indian
cinema, his powerful screen
presence and dedication
have earned him the title
of Thalapathy, mak-
ing him a house-
hold name.

VIJAY'S WIFE SANKGEETHA
FILES FOR DIVORCE

T
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yderabad: Telangana
Government’s Special
Chief Secretary, Vikas
Raj, inaugurated the

special song “Ode To
Golconda” in the presence of
prominent dignitaries,
including composer G.V.
Rao, actor Vikram Dev Rao,
and B. Vijay Kumar Raju.
Hyderabad: The song, com-
posed by G.V. Rao, celebrates
Hyderabad’s grandeur, cul-
tural heritage, and modern
development. Gvrao is a real
Estate businessman , he also
writes Socio political songs to
pursue his passion. His songs
Vote for future and Queen of
Hearts are viewd by lakhs of
people. this new composition
has been produced in
Bollywood-style. Speaking at
the event, G.V. Rao expressed
his admiration for the dedica-
tion and spirit of the mem-
bers and staff at the golf club
where he honed his golfing
skills. He said that he has

long wanted to give back to
the Hyderabad Golf
Association (HGA) in some
meaningful way, and this
song was his tribute. “Ode To
Golconda” creatively reflects
Hyderabad’s 400-year-old
legacy, blending historical
landmarks, cultural her-
itage, and modern advance-
ments to capture the city’s
unique spirit. The song is
more than just music—it is a
musical homage to the city’s

history and progress, com-
bining creativity, artistry,
and emotion. The inspiration
for the song began one morn-
ing when Rao decided to
write a poem about Golconda
and the golf club. The poem
flowed naturally, and six
months ago, he approached
his close friend Jack Burde, a
renowned music director
from Pune, to transform it
into a musical composition.
The song features BD, a

singer from Aizawl,
Mizoram, whose distinctive
voice brings life to the com-
position. The release event
was attended and celebrated
on stage by B. Vijay Kumar
Raju, Vikas Raj, and Vikram
Dev Rao. Sanjay, Jack Burde,
and BD—have already won
audiences with numerous
classic songs, and this latest
tribute to Hyderabad is
expected to captivate music
lovers as well.

Telangana Government’s Special Chief Secretary,
Vikas Raj Releases Special Song “Ode To Golconda”
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H Mumbai: Actress Shweta
Tripathi is set to travel to
Amsterdam to attend a live
concert by the Oscar and
Grammy-winning music
composer Hans Zimmer. The
actress had a long-standing
wish to watch him perform
live. Hans Zimmer is known
for shaping the contours of
Hollywood, and adding depth
to stories through his music.
For Shweta, film music has
always been more than just
something that plays in the
background. It is often the
first thing that stays with her
after a film ends thanks to
geniuses like Hans Zimmer.
His com-
p o s i -

tions known for his iconic
score for films like ‘Dune’,
‘Interstellar’, and ‘The Dark
Knight’, in particular, have
been a constant presence for

her through her years as
an actress. Talking
about the same, she
said, “His music has
always stayed with me

long after a film ends. 

SHWETA TRIPATHI TO ATTEND
LIVE CONCERT BY HANS
ZIMMER IN AMSTERDAM

H
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