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NEPAL'S EX-PM 
ARRESTED OVER FATAL 
PROTEST CRACKDOWN

Jannik Sinner Ousts 
Alexander Zverev To 
Book Miami Open Final 
With Jiri Lehecka

WORLD I NEWS SPORTS I NEWS

IPL Opener in Bengaluru; 
2,000 Police Deployed

Bengaluru (TSIT): The famous M. 
Chinnaswamy Cricket Stadium in 
Bengaluru has been turned into a 
police fortress as the stage is set for 
the IPL inaugural match between 
defending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) and 
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Saturday 
evening. Authorities have taken 
extensive measures to ensure that 
no untoward incident occurs, with 
around 2,000 police personnel 
deployed in and around the stadi-
um. In the wake of last year's stam-
pede tragedy, which claimed 11 
lives during the celebrations of 
RCB's maiden IPL victory, the 
Karnataka government, the 
Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA), and the RCB 
management have treated safety 
arrangements as a top priority. The 
move comes as Bengaluru's image 
had suffered a serious dent follow-
ing the tragedy. The Bengaluru 
police, alerted by the mishap that 
occurred during last year's RCB vic-
tory celebrations, have made tight 
and elaborate security arrange-
ments this time to ensure that no 
untoward incident takes place. In 
Saturday's opening match, RCB will 
face Sunrisers Hyderabad. As this 
is the first tournament being held at 
Chinnaswamy Stadium after the 
stampede incident, around 2,000 
police personnel (Bengaluru Police) 
have been deployed in and around 
the stadium. Of these, seven special 
squads have been formed.

Vijay to file nomination 
on March 30; flags bias 
allegations with CEO 
ahead of campaign

Trump touts Iran war 
gains, says ‘Cuba is next’ 

in Miami speech
Miami (TSIT) US President Donald 
Trump on Friday declared that “Cuba is 
next” while highlighting what he 
described as American military gains in 
the conflict with Iran, while speaking at 
a Saudi-backed business forum in 
Miami. Linking his Iran policy to broad-
er strategic and economic goals, Trump 
signalled that Havana could face 
increased pressure or potential action 
from Washington. “And Cuba is next, by 
the way,” he said, without elaborating 
on what steps the United States might 
take as Cuba us facing severe economic 
crisis. Trump has recently signalled 
increased pressure on Havana following 
US actions in Venezuela and the ongoing 
Iran conflict, though he has provided 
few details on any potential plan. He is 
seeking to push Cuban President Miguel 
Díaz-Canel toward an agreement with 
Washington, but the contours of such a 
deal remain unclear. Speaking at the 
Future Investment Initiative, Trump 
focused largely on the benefits of US 
action on Iran and developments in the 
Middle East while also criticising the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) for what he described as a lack 
of support for Washington’s campaign 
against Tehran.

BRIFSIN CM Revanth launches sports 
meet, announces infra boost

Hyderabad (TSIT): Chief 
Minister A.Revanth Reddy on 
Saturday announced that LB 
Stadium and Gachibowli 
Stadium will be upgraded to 
international standards to 
host major global sporting 
events in the future. He also 
inaugurated the Legislators 
Sports Meet in the city.

Addressing the gathering 
Chief Minister said the State 
Government is committed to 
transforming sports infra-
structure and promoting a 
strong sporting culture across 
Telangana. He stated that 
plans are underway to develop 
LB Stadium to international 
standards and upgrade 
Gachibowli Stadium to a level 
capable of hosting global com-
petitions. The Begumpet 
Hockey Stadium will also be 
modernized.

Expressing concern, the 

Chief Minister remarked that 
sports were neglected during 
the previous BRS regime and 
that LB Stadium was often 
used for political events 
instead of sports development. 
He emphasized that the pres-
ent government aims to 
restore the glory of Hyderabad 
as a hub for competitive 
sports.Highlighting the impor-
tance of sports in society, the 
Chief Minister said the gov-
ernment is promoting sports 
to curb the growing trend of 
farmhouse parties and drug 
abuse among youth. He 
encouraged students to pursue 
sports as a career alongside 
academics and assured that 
the government would pro-
vide incentives to aspiring 
sportspersons.

 Chief Minister noted that a 
new sports policy has been 
introduced and initiatives like 

the CM Cup sports competi-
tions are being organized to 
identify and nurture young 
talent.

Drawing a comparison, he 
pointed out that despite India’s 
large population, the country 
has lagged behind in Olympic 
achievements, while nations 
like South Korea have excelled 
due to focused sports educa-
tion and infrastructure.

The CM also responded 
strongly to criticism over the 
proposed visit of international 
football star Lionel Messi to 
Hyderabad, stating that such 
global events enhance the 
city’s prestige.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment, he said 
efforts are being made to 
revive Hyderabad’s sporting 
legacy and support athletes to 
achieve excellence at national 
and international levels.

DMK releases full list for TN polls; 
CM Stalin to contest from Kolathur

Chennai, March 28 : With the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly elections 
scheduled for April 23, the ruling 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) has unveiled its complete 
list of candidates for all constituen-
cies it will contest, marking a cru-
cial milestone in its poll prepara-
tions. Votes will be counted on 
May 4, with results to be declared 
the same day.

The upcoming election is set to 
witness a four-cornered contest, 
involving the DMK-led alliance, 
the AIADMK-aligned National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), actor 
Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK), and Naam Tamilar Katchi 
(NTK).The DMK will contest 164 of 
the 234 Assembly constituencies, 
while its alliance partners will 

field candidates in the remaining 
70 seats. With the alliance partners 
having already released their lists, 
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin on 
Friday announced the party’s full 
slate of 164 candidates.Stalin will 
once again contest from his strong-
hold, Kolathur constituency. His 

son and Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin will seek re-
election from Chepauk–Triplicane, 
the seat he currently represents.In 
a notable political development, 
veteran leader O. Panneerselvam, 
who was expelled from the 
AIADMK and later aligned with 

the DMK, will contest from 
Bodinayakanur in Theni district 
— a constituency he has won mul-
tiple times in the past.

Several senior leaders and 
sitting ministers have been 
retained in their traditional 
constituencies, underlining the 
party’s strategy of continuity 
and incumbency strength. 
Among them are Duraimurugan, 
P. K. Sekar Babu, E. V. Velu, K. 
N. Nehru, Anbil Mahesh 
Poyyamozhi, Raja Kannappan, 
Anitha Radhakrishnan, Geetha 
Jeevan, Masthan, and Senthil 
Balaji, all of whom will contest 
from their respective sitting 
seats. However, in a key seat-
sharing adjustment within the 
alliance.

Jewar (UP), March 28 (UNI) 
Inaugurating the Noida 
International Airport in Jewar 
on Saturday, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi stated that this 
project symbolises the “spirit of 
New India.” He remarked that, 
even amidst global crises, India is 
forging ahead with strength and 
maintaining its momentum of 
development.

Referring to the ongoing con-
flict in West Asia, the Prime 
Minister noted that it has dis-

rupted the global supply of essen-
tial resources—particularly 
crude oil and natural gas.

He gave an assurance that the 
government is tackling this crisis 
with full vigour and will ensure 
that its burden does not fall upon 
farmers or the common people.

He stated that the Jewar 
Airport would bring immense 
benefits to the entire region of 
Western Uttar Pradesh, includ-
ing Ghaziabad, Meerut, Etawah, 
Bulandshahr, Agra, and 
Mathura. This airport, he added, 
would generate new opportuni-
ties for farmers, small-scale 
industries, and the youth.
Highlighting the enthusiasm of 

the youth, the Prime Minister 
remarked that this project is 
poised to give a new trajectory to 
their future. He described the 
project as a new chapter in the 
“Developed UP – Developed 
India” campaign, noting that 
Uttar Pradesh has now joined the 
ranks of states in the country 
boasting the highest number of 
international airports.

He expressed that he had the 
privilege of participating in both 
the laying of the foundation stone 

and the inauguration of this air-
port—an occasion that fills him 
with pride. Furthermore, he 
invited the public to share in this 
achievement and consider them-
selves partners in this success.

During his address, the Prime 
Minister also orchestrated a 
unique visual spectacle. He 
called upon the audience to 
switch on their mobile phone 
flashlights to actively participate 
in the inauguration ceremony. 
“This is your asset; this is your 
future,” he declared, as he urged 
the people to collectively become 
a part of the inauguration amidst 
resounding chants of “Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai.”

Jewar Airport symbolises the 
spirit of ‘New India’: PM Modi

Jairam Ramesh 
slams govt’s 
silence as 
West Asia 
conflict deepens
New Delhi (TSIT) Senior 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
on Saturday issued a sharp state-
ment criticising the Indian gov-
ernment’s stance amid the escalat-
ing conflict in West Asia, linking 
recent geopolitical developments 
to what he described as a broader 
and troubling regional strategy by 
Israel. Marking what he called the 
“28th day of the US-Israel aerial 
bombings of Iran and Iran’s coun-
ter-offensive,” Ramesh said global 
attention has remained narrowly 
focused on strategic flashpoints 
such as the Strait of Hormuz and 
energy infrastructure in Gulf 
nations, while other develop-
ments have unfolded with far less 
scrutiny. “In the past four weeks, 
while the world’s gaze has been on 
the Strait of Hormuz and energy 
infrastructure in the Gulf coun-
tries, Israel has continued its bru-
talities on the people of Gaza, 
begun operations to create a large 
buffer zone for itself in southern 
Lebanon, and taken decisive steps 
to convert its annexation of the 
West Bank to firm occupation,” he 
said. Ramesh alleged that the 
ongoing war is being used as a 
strategic distraction. 

Lucknow (TSIT) Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
voter list in Uttar Pradesh con-
ducted by Election 
Commission of India (ECI) on 
verification of names in the 
electoral rolls have been com-
pleted. According to sources 
here, final publication of elec-
toral rolls will be made on 
April 10. As per the assess-
ment, the final list is expected to 
contain over 132.5 million voters 
which will be less by around 20 
million voters. Before the state of 
the SIR there were around 152 mil-
lion voters in UP.

UP Chief Electoral Officer 
Navdeep Rinwa said on Saturday 
that final publication of voter list 
would be made on April 10. He said 
preparations are currently under-
way to finalise the list following 

document verification and hear-
ings.The CEO said the process of 
conducting hearings for the 32.6 
million voters who received notic-
es during the SIR of the voter list 
was completed on Friday.

According to the Chief Electoral 
Office, hearings regarding 100 per 
cent of the issued notices have now 
concluded. The final voter list is 
expected to comprise more than 
132.5 million names.Under the SIR, 
the voter lists—which were frozen 

in October 2025—include the 
names of 125.5 million individu-
als. Of these, 10.4 million indi-
viduals are those whose names 
could not be matched with the 
2003 voter list. In other words, 
their names did not match with 
their own records, or with the 
names of their parents or grand-
parents (both paternal and 
maternal).The Chief Electoral 

Officer’s office had requested docu-
ments from these individuals. The 
strategy of holding hearings close to 
the voters’ homes—and allowing 
other family members to attend the 
hearings on their behalf with the 
necessary documents—proved 
effective.Meanwhile, Block Level 
Officers (BLOs) conducted door-to-
door hearings for 22.2 million voters 
whose entries contained “logical 
discrepancies.” 

ECI to release final SIR list in UP on April 10, 
total voters likely to be over 132.5 million

20 Indian-flagged vessels with 540 seafarers 
remain in Persian Gulf region: Govt

New Delhi, March 28 : Twenty 
Indian-flagged vessels with 540 
Indian seafarers remain in the 
western Persian Gulf region 
and are being actively moni-
tored, the government said on 
Saturday.

The Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways has 
put in place necessary mea-
sures to safeguard Indian ves-
sels and seafarers operating in 
the region “All Indian seafar-
ers in the region are safe; no 
incident involving Indian-
flagged vessels reported in the 
past 24 hours,” the ministry 
said. They are being actively 
monitored by the Directorate 
General of Shipping in coordi-
nation with ship owners, RPSL 
agencies and Indian Missions.

DG Shipping has facilitated 
safe repatriation of over 938 
Indian seafarers so far, includ-
ing 25 in the last 24 hours.

Moreover, port operations 
across India remain normal 
with no congestion. State 
Maritime Boards of Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh and 

Puducherry have confirmed 
smooth functioning.

“Coordination continues 
with the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Indian Missions and 
maritime stakeholders to 
ensure seafarer welfare and 
uninterrupted operations,” 
said the ministry. Since 
February 28, around 4,97,000 

passengers have returned to 
India from the war-affected 
region. “Indian Missions and 
Posts remain in touch with the 
Indian community and contin-
ue to extend assistance, along 
with issuing necessary adviso-
ries for their safety and well-
being,” according to the 
Ministry of External Affairs.

Objectionable ads like alcoholic drinks, smoking 
prohibited in Railways: Ashwini Vaishnaw

New Delhi (TSIT): Indian 
Railways has formulated poli-
cies to earn non-fare revenue 
through advertisement and 
branding initiatives but adver-
tisements objectionable in the 
eyes of law like alcoholic 
drinks, tobacco and smoking 
are prohibited for display in 
Railways, Union Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw has said.

For advertisements displayed 
in trains, prior approval to every 
advertising plan is mandatory 
and has to be submitted to the 
office of Divisional Authority of 
the concerned Railway Division. 
“However, brand selection for dis-
play of advertisement is advertis-
ing agency’s prerogative. 
Advertising agency is required to 
follow Central/ State Laws for 
display of advertisements. 
Advertisements that are objec-

tionable in the eyes of law are 
prohibited,” the minister said in a 
reply to a question in Rajya 
Sabha.Under the Out-of-Home 
(OOH) advertising policy, there 
are opportunities for advertising 
in circulating areas of stations. 
Rail Display Network (RDN) poli-
cy enables digital advertising 
through screens and display sys-
tems in stations and circulating 
areas. In addition, mobile assets 
such as trains and coaches (both 
inside and outside) have been lev-
eraged for branding and advertis-
ing under extant guidelines.
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THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
FAILED IN THE EDUCATION 

SYSTEM:HINDU VAHINI

Wanaparthy :Convenor of Palamuru 
Vibhag Abhilash Houdekar accused 
Hindu Vahini that the government 
has completely failed in the system of 
education department.Speaking in 
the meeting of important activities 
held at Keshav Memorial Office, the 
current system is going sideways 
because of the absence of a special 
minister for the education depart-
ment in the state and the carelessness 
of the officials. Due to the lack of 
awareness among the private schools, 
such incidents are taking place 
against the girls because of their lack 
of awareness, and the private schools 
are acting as they wish. A committee 
should be formed with the teachers, 
students and parents of the educa-
tional institutions and awareness con-
ferences should be organized about 
the good and bad of all. 

Hyderabad, March 28: 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy will address a mas-
sive public meeting at 
Pippiri village in Adilabad 
district on April 6, mark-
ing three years of the 
“People’s March” 
Padayatra and the 99-day 
“Praja Palana” pro-
gramme. Deputy CM 
Bhatti Vikramarka 
reviewed arrangements 
and directed officials for 

smooth conduct. The CM 
will visit Basara for 
prayers before the  and 

distribute sanction docu-
ments to beneficiaries dur-
ing the event.

CM Revanth Public Meeting at Pippiri on April 6

Secunderabad TSIT: 
State Medical and Health 
Minister Damodar Raja 
narasimha visited Sahar 
Hospital in LB Nagar and 
enquired about the health 
condition of social activist 
Prakasham, a resident of 
Dakur village in Andole 
constituency, who is cur-
rently undergoing treat-
ment.

 Minister interacted 
with the patient and 
reviewed his health status 
with doctors. He instruct-
ed the hospital authorities 
to provide the best possi-
ble treatment and ensure 
continuous medical care.

Wishing Prakasham a 
speedy recovery, the 
Minister assured that the 
government would extend 
all necessary support.
Ranga Reddy District 
Medical Officer Dr. 
Lalitha and hospital doc-
tor Dr. Naresh were pres-
ent during the visit.

HEALTH MINISTER DAMODAR RAJA NARASIMHA 
VISITS AILING SOCIAL ACTIVIST 

Sarvodaya Driving 
Women Empowerment: 

Dr. Damodar

Athmakur, March 28: Dr. 
Pallepadu Damodar said 
Sarvodaya Organization 
is actively promoting 
women empowerment 
through awareness, 
training, and support 
programmes. Speaking at 
a training session for 
Anganwadi teachers, he 
highlighted efforts across 
Warangal district, includ-
ing skill training, finan-
cial aid, and support for 
single women. The organ-
isation has trained over 
15,000 women and assist-
ed thousands through 
counselling and liveli-
hood initiatives, strength-
ening women’s economic 
and social status.

On 30th March 2026, Hon'ble Chief Minister Sri Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu garu will inaugurate the AP TIDC 
Housing project at Nayudupeta (Puduru) in Sullurupeta 
Assembly Constituency and hand over the houses to 
the beneficiaries.

SHADNAGAR BAR TEAM MEETS JUDGES

Rangareddy: Newly elected Bar 
Association President 
Beeranguda Jaganmohan 
Reddy, re-elected for a fifth 
term, along with committee 
members, paid a courtesy visit 
to judges at the Shadnagar 
Court Complex. The team felici-

tated judges including Swathi Reddy, Kotha Ravi, and 
Malyala Sahithi. Judges congratulated the new com-
mittee and wished them a successful tenure.

‘POLICE AKKA’ INITIATIVE 
WINS SKOCH AWARD

Hyderabad: The ‘Police Akka’ 
initiative of Nirmal district 
police won the prestigious 
SKOCH Award, earning 
national recognition for 
Telangana Police. SP Dr. G. 
Janaki Sharmila received the 
award in New Delhi. The pro-
gramme focuses on support-
ing women and girls through 
awareness on safety, cyber-

crime, and child protection. Benefiting over 7,000 peo-
ple, it has been widely praised as a model of commu-
nity policing.

TELANGANA POLICE AMONG 
BEST IN LAW & ORDER: MINISTER 

PONNAM PRABHAKAR'

H y d e r a b a d : 
T r a n s p o r t 
M i n i s t e r 
P o n n a m 
Prabhakar said 
Telangana ranks 
among the top 
states in main-
taining law and 
order, highlighting the police’s effective 
handling of festivals, major events, and 
emergencies. He noted key initiatives 
like cyber help desks, women safety 
apps, and modernization of depart-
ments. The Minister also praised police 
efforts in rescue operations, reforms in 
prisons, and welfare measures, empha-
sizing the state’s strong and people-
friendly policing system.

G. KISHAN REDDY UNVEILS ORAL 
CANCER MARATHON POSTER

Hyderabad TSIT: Union Minister for Coal 
and Mines G.Kishan Reddy on Saturday 
expressed concern over the growing use 
of addictive substances such as gutka, 
pan masala, khaini, tobacco, and alcohol 
among youth, warning that these habits 
are exposing them to serious health risks 
and putting their future in danger.Stating 
that youth are the strength of the nation, 
the Union Minister urged young people to 
stay away from intoxicants and adopt a 
healthy lifestyle. He said creating health 
awareness among the younger genera-
tion is the need of the hour and noted that 
public initiatives such as marathons are 
effective platforms for spreading aware-
ness.Kishan Reddy was speaking after 
unveiling the wall poster for the ‘Oral 

Cancer Awareness Marathon’ at a special 
programme held in Kachiguda, 
Hyderabad. The marathon is being 
organised under the aegis of Hyderabad 
Smiles, led by Dr. K.Dileep Kumar.The 
10-km marathon will be held on April 26 
near T-Works, Hitech City. Around 10,000 
students from dental and engineering col-
leges across Hyderabad are expected to 
participate in the event.
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The way Congress is hurting 
the morale of minorities

Wanaparthy:BRS District Media Convener Nandi Malla Ashok, 
Leaders Mechanic Srinu, Joheb Hussain, Aslam demanded that 
the Congress leaders who are hurting the sentiments and 
morale of Muslims by sidetracking the incident in Akshara 
Concept School should apologize to the minority community.Do 
you have humanity, they said, if a minority student is sexually 
assaulted, society will notice that you have to stand by and 
make false accusations. Ashok said that before or after the inci-
dent, Akshara never went to the school or talked to the manage-
ment. They asked whether it is wrong to inform the police offi-
cers and go there if there is an attack on the school just in front 
of my house.If you have the courage to prove that I or our lead-
ers have asked for money from Akshara school management A 
challenge was thrown that they will be hanged in Rajiv Square.
They said that regardless of how many offenses they have com-
mitted, they will fight with everyone's support until justice is 
served to the victim's family and the school's recognition is 
revoked.

Hyderabad, March 28: The Women 
Adhoc Committee of the Judicial 
Department celebrated International 
Women’s Day with great enthusiasm, 
emphasizing women’s empowerment 
and their vital role in the judicial sys-
tem.The programme was conducted 
under the supervision of Anitha 
Kathula, Lady Vice President, with 
guidance from President Subbaiah 
(JEA) and Sai Kumar, President of the 
Employees Credit Society and City 
Civil Court, Hyderabad. 
Representatives from Secunderabad 
Court also took part in the celebra-
tions.The Chief Judge of the City Civil 
Court, Hyderabad Unit, attended as the 
Chief Guest and was felicitated. 
Addressing the gathering, the Chief 
Judge appreciated the dedication of 
women employees and stressed the 
importance of ensuring equal opportu-
nities, dignity, and respect in all pro-

fessional spheres.
Speaking on the occasion, Anitha 

Kathula highlighted that women are 
playing a crucial role in strengthening 
the judiciary through commitment 
and professionalism. She called for a 
supportive environment that encour-
ages women to take on leadership roles 
and excel in their careers.

President Subbaiah praised the ini-
tiative and reaffirmed the associa-
tion’s commitment to women’s wel-
fare, while Sai Kumar noted that such 
programmes enhance morale, unity, 
and recognition of women’s contribu-
tions in courts.The event featured 
discussions on women’s rights, work-
place equality, and career growth, 
along with interactive sessions 
encouraging participation. It also 
served as a platform to honour women 
employees across various judicial 
departments.

Judicial Women’s Committee Marks Women’s 
Day with Grand Celebrations in Hyderabad

Hyderabad : Couture 
label Divani has opened 
its first store in 
Hyderabad, marking 
what the brand describes 
as a homecoming to the 
Deccan, a region whose 
rich sartorial heritage 
continues to influence 
Indian couture.

Located in Banjara 
Hills, the new flagship 
store has been designed 
by Habitat Architects as 
an intimate couture space 
that blends heritage 
craftsmanship with con-
temporary design. The 
interiors feature dark 
timber tones, classical 
arches and crystal chan-
deliers, creating an ambi-
ence of understated gran-
deur while celebrating 
traditional aesthetics.

The launch also intro-
duces a couture collection 

inspired by the legacy of 
Hyderabadi nobility. The 
collection revives iconic 
silhouettes such as the 
khada dupatta and the 
farshi gharara, restoring 
them with elaborate 
detailing, sculptural 
structure and rich zardozi 
c r a f t s m a n s h i p . 
Traditional techniques 
including tukdi, chatta-
patti, kutki, motichoor, 
farisha, and rangkat heir-
loom weaves have been 

reinterpreted with preci-
sion, while preserving 
their original intricacy.

Each ensemble is hand-
crafted using pure copper 
zari, with options for sil-
ver or gold zari, under-
scoring the brand’s focus 
on enduring craftsman-
ship and fine karigari.

A major highlight of 
the brand’s journey is 
The Zardoz Project, an 
initiative dedicated to 
preserving and revitalis-

ing the art of zardozi. 
Through this effort, 
Divani supports more 
than 500 zardozikars 
across traditional craft 
clusters, creating sus-
tained opportunities 
while safeguarding an 
important artisanal lega-
cy.

Speaking on the 
launch, Sanya Dhir, 
Founder and Creative 
Director of Divani, said 
the Hyderabad flagship 
reflects the brand’s phi-
losophy of carrying the 
past into the future. She 
noted that every element 
of the space, from its 
architectural language to 
its intricate zardozi ceil-
ing and panelling, has 
been designed to create a 
dialogue between heri-
tage and contemporary 
expression.

Divani Opens First Hyderabad Flagship, 
Bringing Deccan Craft Legacy Home

Nirmal Collector Abhilasha Abhinav 
Leads District to Two National 

SKOCH Gold Honours

Hyderabad TSIT: Under the leadership of 
District Collector Abhilasha Abhinav,  
Nirmal district has secured two presti-
gious SKOCH Gold Orders of Merit at the 
national level for its innovative gover-
nance initiatives.The awards were con-
ferred for two impactful programmes 
“Amma Rakshita” and “Poniki Vanam”, 
both of which have brought measurable 
change in healthcare and sustainable live-
lihoods. “Amma Rakshita” programme, 
focused on health profiling of high-risk 
pregnant women, has significantly 
improved maternal healthcare outcomes 
in the district. Through dedicated help-
desks, continuous monitoring, 100 percent 
institutional deliveries and end-to-end fol-
low-up, Nirmal has successfully reduced 
maternal mortality to a single-digit figure 
of 3, which is notably lower than both 
state and national averages.The second 
initiative, “Poniki Vanam,” aims at pre-
serving Nirmal’s renowned GI-tagged 
wooden toy industry by ensuring sustain-
able availability of Poniki wood.

Sangareddy, March 28: 
TGICC Chairman 
Nirmala Jaggareddy 
inaugurated a renovated 
swimming pool at Rajiv 
Park, built at a cost of 
Rs.20 lakh to promote 
sports and fitness among 
youth. Officials said the 
facility, unused for 
years, has now been 

restored for public use. 
Authorities highlighted 
swimming’s health ben-
efits and announced 
affordable membership 
options. With summer 
approaching, resi-
d e n t s — e s p e c i a l l y 
youth—have been 
encouraged to utilize the 
facility.

Rajiv Park Swimming Pool 
Reopened in Sangareddy

3,200 CASES SETTLED IN NATIONAL LOK 
ADALAT IN MANCHERIAL DISTRICT.

Mancherial (TSIT) : A 
total of 3,200 cases 
were amicably settled 
in the National Lok 
Adalat conducted 
across all courts in 
Mancherial district 
on Saturday, said 
District Additional Judge and Chairman of the District 
Legal Services Authority, Mr. Lal Singh Srinivasa Nayak.
He stated that, as per the directions of the Supreme Court, 
National Lok Adalats were organized across the country at 
district and taluka levels. As part of this initiative, nine 
Lok Adalat benches were constituted in Mancherial dis-
trict to facilitate speedy disposal of cases.Emphasizing the 
importance of amicable settlements, he remarked that 
“compromise is the best way to resolve disputes,” enabling 
both parties to come out of litigation peacefully. He added 
that Lok Adalats help save time and expenses, and the 
awards passed are final, leaving no scope for appeals, 
thereby ensuring a win-win situation for both sides.

DLSA FOCUSES ON EMPOWERING 
WOMEN SURVIVORS IN MAHBUBABAD

Mahbubabad, 
March 28: The 
District Legal 
S e r v i c e s 
A u t h o r i t y 
organized a 
“ S u r v i v o r 
N e t w o r k i n g 

Meeting” at the Balala Sadan (Girls) shelter to boost confi-
dence among women and girls facing harassment. Mediator 
Chenna Mallareddy urged them to see themselves as survi-
vors, not victims. Officials and NGOs highlighted legal aware-
ness, welfare schemes, and rehabilitation support. The meet-
ing stressed coordination among departments to ensure pro-
tection, mental well-being, and self-reliance for affected girls.

TELANGANA ACTIVISTS SEEK 
FREEDOM FIGHTER STATUS

Mancherial, March 28: Telangana activists demand-
ed recognition as freedom fighters and implementa-
tion of election promises. At a meeting, they sought 
a Rs. 50,000 monthly pension, a Welfare Board, 
house sites, and health cards. They also urged sup-
port for martyrs’ families and those affected during 
the movement. Activists warned of fresh protests if 
demands are ignored.

Clear Pending Sadarem Cases 
Quickly: SERP CEO

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, March 28: SERP CEO Divya 
directed officials to clear all pending Sadarem cases 
in the district expeditiously during a video confer-
ence review. Additional Collector Bhaskar Rao 
stressed timely registration of UDID applications and 
quick issuance of disability certificates and cards. 
Officials were instructed to resolve pending, renewal, 
and lost card cases promptly and ensure beneficiaries 
are informed in advance about Sadarem camps.

Karimnagar, March 28: The 
“Prana-2026” Undergraduate 
Medical Conference at Pratima 
Institute of Medical Sciences pro-
vided a dynamic platform for 

medical students to show-
case talent and gain 
knowledge. Chief guest 
Dr. V. Rajalingam empha-
sized ethics, research, 
leadership, and patient-
centric care in modern 
medicine. Experts shared 
insights on latest advance-
ments, while students 

actively participated in presenta-
tions and discussions. Organizers 
said the conference helps shape 
skilled, responsible, and future-
ready doctors.

“PRANA-2026” MEDICAL CONFERENCE 
INSPIRES FUTURE DOCTORS

Govt Prioritises Skill Development: Jagityala MLA

Jagityala (TSIT): MLA Dr. 
Sanjay Kumar said the 
Telangana government is 
giving top priority to skill 
development and profes-
sionalism. 
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Hyderabad: The 
Department of Fine and 
Performing Arts at GITAM 
School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences (GSHS) 
organized a hybrid lecture 
titled “In Space or On 
Stage? Tracing the Echoes 
of Indian Dancers’ Spaces,” 
delivered by interdisci-
plinary scholar Dr. 
Sampreeti Malladi.

In her engaging session, 
Dr. Malladi explored the 
evolving relationship 
between dance and space, 
drawing from Indian per-
formance traditions. She 
highlighted how spatial 
contexts influence and are 
influenced by dance, going 

beyond the conventional 
idea of stage performanc-
es. She explained that the 
aesthetics of dance are 
closely linked with archi-
tectural spaces, where 
stage dimensions and 

experiential settings shape 
performances.

The lecture also empha-
sized the role of architec-
tural and institutional 
frameworks in defining 
performance practices. Dr. 

Malladi noted that tradi-
tional sabhas acted as cul-
tural gatekeepers, while 
modern proscenium stag-
es redefined audience 
engagement. She further 
discussed the impact of the 
digital era, where visibili-
ty is driven by algorithms, 
visual appeal, and plat-
form dynamics, often cre-
ating disparities in repre-
sentation.Coordinated by 
Dr. Y. Lalitha Sindhuri, 
the programme saw active 
participation from stu-
dents and faculty in both 
online and offline modes, 
reflecting keen academic 
interest in performance 
and spatial studies.

GITAM Hyderabad Hosts Insightful Talk 
on Dance and Spatial Dynamics

Visakhapatnam, March 28, 
2026: Dr. Ganesh 
Kasinadhuni, Chief 
Interventional Cardiologist at 
KIMS Hospitals, 
Seethammadhara, has earned 
national recognition at INDIA 
LIVE 2026, one of the coun-
try’s premier cardiology con-
ferences. He received the 
“Top 5 Best Cases 
Appreciation Award” for his 
outstanding clinical presenta-
tion.

The conference saw partici-
pation from leading cardiolo-
gists across India, with over 
1,000 complex cases submit-
ted. Only about 250 were 

selected for oral presentation, 
highlighting the highly com-
petitive nature of the event.

Dr. Kasinadhuni, who also 
served as a member of the 
national faculty, presented a 
challenging cardiac case 
treated at KIMS Hospital. The 
case involved severe calcific 
blockages in the coronary 

arteries, particularly in the 
complex left main bifurcation 
region. He explained the suc-
cessful management strategy 
adopted for this high-risk con-
dition.

The procedure utilized 
advanced techniques such as 
rotablation and intravascular 
lithotripsy for calcium modi-

fication and plaque disrup-
tion. It was further guided by 
Optical Coherence 
Tomography (OCT), enabling 
precise stent placement and 
improved clinical outcomes.

His presentation was wide-
ly appreciated for its clinical 
depth, structured approach, 
and educational value. The 
case was selected among the 
top five and honoured during 
the valedictory session.

This recognition highlights 
KIMS Hospitals’ commitment 
to advanced cardiac care and 
its leadership in adopting 
cutting-edge interventional 
cardiology techniques.

KIMS Cardiologist Dr. Ganesh Kasinadhuni 
Honoured at INDIA LIVE 2026

Sree Rama Navami Prathibha Puraskaram 
2026 Celebrated Grandly in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, March 28, 
2026: The Sree Rama 
Navami Prathibha 
Puraskaram 2026 was cele-
brated with great gran-
deur at Tivoli Gardens, 
Secunderabad, under the 
aegis of Sanatana Dharma 
Charitable Trust.

Former IAS officer Shri 
J. S. V. Prasad, who served 
as Chief Guest, highlight-
ed that Lord Rama symbol-
izes dharma, and those 
who follow His righteous 
path attain true fulfillment 
in life. He stressed that 
individuals walking the 
path of adharma can never 
experience real happiness 
and emphasized the need 
to balance worldly duties 
with spiritual awareness 
to achieve moksha. 
Recalling his association 
with Sadguru Sri 
Sivananda Murthy, he 
noted the Guru’s consis-
tent emphasis on impart-
ing Indian culture, tradi-
tions, and patriotism to 
future generations.

The Trust, founded 
under the guidance of 
Sadguru Sri Sivananda 
Murthy, has been organiz-
ing these awards for over 
25 years, honouring distin-
guished personalities 
annually on Sri Rama 
Navami.

Awardees – 2026:
Modugula Ravi Krishna 

– Lexicographer, academi-
cian, and editor

V i s w a n a t h a 
Shobhanadri – Author and 
social activist

G a d d a m a n u g u 
Chandramouli – DRDO 
scientist associated with 
the Akash missile sys

m
Madiraju Brahmaananda 
Rao – Scholar and 
researcher

The awardees were felic-
itated with shawls, Sri 
Rama Pattabhishekam 
idols, cash prizes, and cita-
tions. They expressed grat-
itude, stating that receiv-
ing the honour with the 
blessings of Sadguru Sri 
Sivananda Murthy was a 
matter of pride.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, former Chief 
Secretary of Andhra 
Pradesh and Managing 
Trustee Shri L. V. 
Subrahmanyam said that 
recognizing distinguished 
individuals is both a privi-
lege and responsibility, as 
their achievements inspire 
future generations. He also 

highlighted India’s peace-
ful environment that 
enables cultural and reli-
gious celebrations to flour-
ish, citing events like 
Indian Premier League as 
examples of large-scale 
programmes conducted 
smoothly.

The programme began 
with special pooja to Sita 
and Rama by Shri Raj 
Kandukuri and his spouse, 
followed by distribution of 
teertham and panakam. A 
devotional musical perfor-
mance by Smt. Lahari 
Kolachala and her troupe 
added cultural vibrancy to 
the event.

The event was attended 
by several dignitaries, 
including Trust members 
Shri Raj Kandukuri, Shri 
Murali Krishna, Dr. 
Prabhakar, representa-
tives of Supada 
Foundation, and other 
eminent personalities.

Vaarahi Silver Jewellery Launched 
Grandly in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, March 28, 
2026: A new chapter in 
premium jewellery 
retail began with the 
grand launch of Vaarahi 
Silver Jewellery at 
Kukatpally. Promoted 
by entrepreneurs 
Manideep Yechuri and 
Dr Spandana Maddula, 
the showroom was inau-
gurated by popular 
actors Teja Sajja and 
Meenakshi Chaudhary.

Located on the first 
floor of Vaarahi Silks, 
the new store aims to 
redefine silver jewellery 
shopping with premium 
designs and affordabili-
ty. With over 15 years of 
experience in the gold 
jewellery sector, the 
founders are now tap-
ping into the growing 
demand for silver orna-
ments, offering collec-
tions that combine luxu-
ry with value.

The showroom fea-
tures a wide range of 
designs, including intri-
cate nakshi work with 
gold polish, along with 
Victorian, diamond, 
and Kundan collections. 
From elegant daily wear 
to grand bridal sets, the 
brand promises a rich 
and luxurious look com-
parable to gold jewel-
lery.

To mark the launch, 
the store announced 
attractive inaugural 

offers, including 
vouchers, gold and sil-
ver coins on purchases, 
and a special lucky 
draw. The top prize in 
the draw is a Tata Tiago, 
along with other excit-

ing rewards such as a 
refrigerator and shop-
ping coupons.

With its unique con-
cept, diverse collec-
tions, and customer-

focused offers, Vaarahi 
Silver Jewellery is set to 
emerge as a leading des-
tination for silver jewel-
lery enthusiasts in 
Hyderabad.

S r i v i l l i p u t h u r : 
Kalasalingam University 
has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with MH Cockpit, Chennai, 
to introduce four new avia-
tion-focused academic pro-
grammes.

The collaboration will 
offer B.Sc. Aviation, B.Sc. 
Aeronautical Science, BBA 
Aviation Management, and 
MBA Aviation 
Management, aimed at pre-

paring students for careers 
in the rapidly growing avia-
tion sector.The MoU was 
signed by Vice President Dr 
S Shasi Anand and 

Chairman Ahmed Subair 
in the presence of Pro 
Chancellor Dr. S. Arivazagi, 
Vice President Mr. S. Arjun 
Kalasalingam, Vice-

Chancellor Dr. S. 
Narayanan, Registrar Dr. 
V. Vasudevan, Dean Dr. V. 
Arumuga Prabhu, and 
Head of the Department of 
Aeronautical Engineering 
Dr. R. Senthilkumar.The 
initiative is expected to 
strengthen industry-aca-
demia collaboration and 
equip students with special-
ized skills and practical 
exposure in aviation and 
aeronautical sciences.

Kalasalingam University Signs MoU with MH Cockpit 
to Launch Aviation Programmes

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): The 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) Southern Region 
has announced its new leader-
ship for 2026–27, with 
Ravichandran Purushothaman 
elected as Chairman and 
Krishna Bodanapu as Deputy 
Chairman. The elections were 
held in Kochi.

R a v i c h a n d r a n 
Purushothaman, currently 
President of Danfoss India, 
brings over three decades of 
industry experience. He is wide-
ly recognized for his leadership 
in energy efficiency, industrial 
decarbonization, and business 
transformation. He previously 
served as Deputy Chairman of 
CII Southern Region and cur-
rently leads key national initia-
tives, including the CII National 
Water Mission and the Cold 
Chain Logistics Task Force.

Krishna Bodanapu, 
Executive Vice Chairman and 

Managing Director of Cyient, 
will take charge as Deputy 
Chairman. He played a pivotal 
role in the IPO of Cyient DLM 
and spearheaded the launch of 
Cyient Semiconductors, 
marking the company’s entry 
into the global semiconductor 
space. An alumnus of the 
Kellogg School of 
Management, he earlier 
served as CII Telangana 
Chairman and headed the 
Industry 4.0 Task Force.

Under the new leadership, 
CII Southern Region aims to 
accelerate industrial growth, 
strengthen collaboration across 
sectors, and drive sustainable 
development. Key focus areas 
include supporting startups, 
fostering industry-academia 
partnerships, and promoting 
advanced technologies across 
Southern India.

CII Southern Region Elects Ravichandran Purushothaman 
as Chairman, Krishna Bodanapu as Deputy

MR RAVICHANDRAN 
PURUSHOTHAMAN

MR KRISHNA BODANAPU

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
The Girijan Cooperative 
Corporation Limited has 
been honoured with the 
SKOCH Award 2025 in the 
Tribal Welfare category for 
its outstanding contribu-
tion to empowering tribal 
communities.

The award was received 
by Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director S S 
Shobika at a  held in 
New Delhi on March 28, 
2026. The recognition high-
lights the corporation’s 

efforts in improving tribal 
livelihoods through fair 
market systems and sus-
tainable business opportu-
nities.The organization has 
played a crucial role in pro-
tecting tribal communities 
from exploitation by mid-
dlemen by ensuring 

Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) for minor forest pro-
duce. It has also been 
actively promoting employ-
ment and skill develop-
ment, particularly among 
women, through initiatives 
like Van Dhan Vikas 
Kendra.In addition, the cor-
poration is facilitating bet-
ter market access and fair 
pricing for tribal products 
through digital payment 
systems, e-auctions, and 
participation in trade fairs 
at the national level.

Girijan Cooperative Corporation Wins 
Prestigious SKOCH Award 2025

Visakhapatnam: Dredging 
Corporation of India 
Limited (DCIL) will cele-
brate its ‘Golden Jubilee’ 
marking 50 years of ser-
vice with grand events on 
March 29 at Novotel 
Visakhapatnam Varun 
Beach. The announcement 
was made by CEO and 
Managing Director 
Captain S Divakar.

Founded on March 29, 1976 as 
a Government of India enter-
prise with just eight dredgers, 
DCIL has grown into a key play-
er in coastal infrastructure 
development. Today, the com-
pany operates a fleet of 21 mod-
ern vessels, with hopper capac-
ity expanded from 3,500 cubic 
meters to 12,000 cubic meters, 
and dredging depth enhanced 
from 15 meters to 35 meters, 

meeting global standards.
The company has also 

recorded strong financial 
growth, increasing its turnover 
from Rs.150–200 crore in its 
early years to Rs.1,146 crore at 
present. DCIL has earned inter-
national recognition by success-
fully executing projects in coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Taiwan, Sri Lanka, 
and Bangladesh.Outlining 
future plans, Captain Divakar 
said the company aims to 

achieve a turnover of 
Rs.3,000 crore within 
the next 5 to 10 years. 
As part of its expan-
sion strategy, DCIL 
plans to manufacture 
dredgers domestically 
in collaboration with 
Cochin Shipyard 
Limited and 
Hindustan Shipyard 

Limited, reducing reliance on 
imports.

The company will also part-
ner with Indian Maritime 
University to introduce simula-
tor-based training for employ-
ees. Additionally, DCIL is plan-
ning a Rs.1,000 crore rights 
issue to lower its interest bur-
den and is focusing on modern-
izing older vessels and improv-
ing operational efficiency by 
10–15% to enhance profitability.

DCIL to Celebrate Golden Jubilee in Vizag, 
Sets Rs.3,000 Cr Turnover Target

DISTRICT COLLECTOR INSPECTS 
10TH CLASS EXAMINATION 
CENTERS AND ANGANWADI CEN
TERS IN THE DISTRICT

Mahbubabad (TSIT) The 
District Collector, who 
inspected the 10th class 
examination centers and 
Anganwadi centers in 
Mahabubabad district, 
inspected the pattern of 
the 10th class examina-
tions being conducted at 
the Zilla Praja Parishad 
High School in Chinna 

Gudur mandal center. 
Since March 14, (8157) stu-
dents have been appearing 
for the examinations 
through (45) examination 
centers in the district. As 
per the government 
instructions, (3) flying 
squads, one sitting squad 
for each center, about (528) 
examination management 
staff, (45) medical team 
staff, additional collectors, 
district education depart-
ment officials, said that the 
examinations are going on 
without any problems 
under constant supervi-
sion. The Chief 
Superintendents are moni-
toring the opening and 
closing process of the ques-
tion papers under the 
supervision of CCTV cam-
eras, and are issuing 
supervision instructions 
through a wireless set 
from the education depart-
ment headquarters. 
Today, DEO V. Rajeshwar, 
Dornakal, Kuravi (6) AGC 
medicines Sriramulu 
inspected the smooth con-
duct of the examinations 
being conducted at 
Mahabubabad, Garla, 
Bayyaram, 6 centers, and 
Flying Squads (18) centers. 
He said that today (8165) 
students appeared for the 
exams and registered 99.89 
percent. He said that the 
district administration is 
fully engaged in the con-
duct of the exams till April 
16. He then inspected the 
Anganwadi center and 
checked the records, atten-
dance, details, and stock. 
He suggested that nutri-
tious food should be pro-
vided to the children and 
education should be pro-
vided in a way that they 
can understand. 

Massive Fire at Shadnagar Cotton Mill, Rs.50 Cr Loss
Rangareddy: A major 
fire at a cotton mill in 
Nandigama mandal of 
Shadnagar constituen-
cy caused losses esti-
mated at Rs.50 crore, 
with large cotton 

stocks destroyed. The mill, leased by the Cotton Corporation 
of India, caught fire under unclear circumstances. Police 
have launched an inquiry into safety measures, while fire 
personnel battled the blaze for hours. Officials inspected 
the site and are probing the cause of the incident.

Control Stray Dog Menace, Ensure Public Safety: Collector
Yadadri Bhongir: District 
Collector Anurag Jayanti 
directed officials to take 
strict measures to prevent 
stray dog attacks and 
ensure public safety. At a 
review meeting, he stressed identifying problem areas, 
conducting sterilization and anti-rabies drives, and form-
ing special teams for monitoring. SP Akshansh Yadav 
called for regular drives and patrolling, especially in 
crowded areas, to curb risks and prevent accidents.
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NEW DELHI: The battle 
for Tamil Nadu played out 
in the Rajya Sabha on Fri-
day with arch-rivals DMK 
and AIADMK claiming 
victory for their parties in 
the April 23 state assembly 
polls.

While DMK leader P 
Wilson blamed the ruling 
NDA for not doing anything 
for the state and depriving 
its people of their share in 
central funds, AIADMK 
leader M Thambidurai ac-
cused the ruling DMK of 
indulging in corruption and 
not allowing the implemen-
tation of central schemes in 
Tamil Nadu. The two lead-
ers were speaking on the 
Finance Bill in the Upper 
House, which returned it to 
the Lok Sabha after a brief 
discussion. In her reply to 
the Bill, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman also 
attacked the DMK for de-
priving the people of the 

central schemes.
She also criticised the 

DMK for the plight of wom-
en in the Southern state.

Wilson said the Union 
government collected over 
Rs 5.99 lakh crore in tax 
returns from Tamil Nadu 

-
cial years from 2022-23 to 
2024-25. For every one ru-
pee collected, the state re-
ceived only about 23 paise 
from the central divisible 
pool of taxes.

"This is nothing short of 
-

ison with other states re-
veals the magnitude of this 
imbalance," Wilson alleged.

Drawing a comparison 
with other states, he said 
that while Uttar Pradesh 
contributed Rs 3.62 crore 
in taxes to the Union gov-
ernment over the same 
three-year period, the funds 
devolved to the state from 
the central taxes amount 
to over Rs 6.03 lakh crore. 
This means that for every 
one rupee of tax revenue 
collected by the Centre 
from UP, it receives Rs 1.66 
back from the share of cen-
tral taxes.

He said the disparity be-
comes even more striking 
in the case of Bihar. The 
taxes collected from Bihar 
during the three years to-
tal to over Rs 49,200 crore, 
while the funds devolved 
to the state from the Cen-
tral taxes amount to over 
Rs 3.38 lakh crore. In ef-

fect, for every one rupee of 
tax collected by the Union 
government from Bihar, 
the state receives Rs 6.9 
back from the share of the 
central taxes. "Tamil Nadu, 
one of the country's stron-
gest economic contributors, 
receives only a fraction of 
what it contributes. Mean-
while, several states that 
contribute far less receive 

-
fers. The people of Tamil 
Nadu deserve a fair and eq-
uitable share of the resourc-
es they helped generate.

"If the principle of co-
operative federalism is to 

have any real meaning, the 
Union government must 
address this glaring dis-
parity and ensure that the 
distribution of the nation-
al resources does not sys-
tematically disadvantage 
high-performing states 
like Tamil Nadu or penal-
ise them for the same," 
Wilson alleged. He said if 
the Union government tru-
ly believes in cooperative 
federalism, it must answer 
a simple question. Why 
is Tamil Nadu paying one 
rupee and getting 23 paise 
from the Central divisible 
pool of taxes?

Accusing the Centre 
of withholding the state's 
rightful funds and then 
turning around to preach 

all this is while the Centre's 
own debt continues to bal-
loon and its interest burden 
tightens like a noose.

"Several crucial central 
scheme funds owed to TN 
remain pending. According 
to a detailed representation 
made by the TN govern-
ment, the Union govern-
ment owes more than Rs 
10,000 crore across various 
schemes," the DMK MP 
said.

DMK, AIADMK spar in RS 
ahead of Tamil Nadu polls

NEW DELHI: Holding that 
the allocation of coal blocks was 
part of a “policy decision” of a 
high-powered panel and the PMO, 
a special CBI court on Friday ac-
quitted former MP Vijay Darda, 
his son Devendra Darda, and for-
mer coal secretary HC Gupta in a 
case related to alleged irregular-
ities in allocation of the Bander 
coal block in Maharashtra.

Bringing down the curtains on 
the oldest pending coal block al-
location case registered on March 
27, 2014, Special Judge Sunena 
Sharma also acquitted M/s AMR 
Iron and Steel Private Limited, 
Manoj Kumar Jayaswal, Santosh 
Bagrodia and LS Janoti.

The judge cleared all accused 
of charges including criminal 

conspiracy (Section 120-B IPC), 
cheating (Section 420 IPC), and 
various sections of the Prevention 
of Corruption (PC) Act.

The verdict said the evidence 
adduced by the CBI was “highly 

-
lish any of the essential ingredi-
ents like deception, inducement, 
dishonest intention or wrongful 

cheating punishable under Sec-
tion 420 (cheating) of the IPC”.

Trashing the charge of crimi-
nal conspiracy against all the ac-
cused, the judge, in the 287-page 

of criminal conspiracy, the prose-
cution case is based only on con-
junctures and surmises without 
there being any direct or indirect 

-
thing reasonable, rational or con-
clusive.”

“Moreover, the decision to car-
ry out the exercise of allocating 
coal blocks was a policy decision, 
which was taken in accordance 

of the 7th Energy Coordination 
Committee (ECC) and the PMO.

“In accordance with the ex-
tant guidelines, the Screening 
Committee recommended the al-
location of Bander Coal Block to 
AMR (for its 0.3 MTPA capacity) 
jointly with M/s Century Textiles 
& Industries Ltd and M/s JK Ce-
ment Ltd and the said decision 
was unanimously taken after due 
deliberations on the information 
furnished by the applicants and 

the feedback received from the 
State Governments and the Min-
istry of Steel,” the verdict said.

"The decision to allocate the 
coal block, by no stretch of the 
imagination, can be said to be a 
decision taken ‘without any public 
interest’ especially, when there is 
no allegation of quid pro quo,” it 
said.

The CBI alleged that M/s AMR 
Iron & Steel Pvt Ltd, represented 
by Manoj Jayaswal, had fraudu-
lently obtained the Bander coal 

-
nancial strength and concealing 
previous coal block allocations.

The case rested heavily on 
the claim that Vijay Darda used 
his position as a Member of Par-

through recommendation letters.
In exchange for this alleged 

Rs 24.60 crore was routed from 
Jayaswal’s Abhijeet Group to a 
company owned by the Dardas 
(Asera Banka Power Ltd) under 
the guise of high-premium share 
purchases.

The verdict found a special 
mention of former coal secretary 
HC Gupta, a co-accused, and said, 
“However, before parting with 
this judgment, this court owes a 
duty to mention that HC Gupta…, 
who had been summoned by the 

by CBI qua him, has been hon-
ourably acquitted for lack of any 
evidence for the alleged charges 
framed against him.”

'Coal scam': Delhi court acquits Vijay 
Darda, former coal secretary HC Gupta

PATNA: Bihar Governor 
Syed Ata Hasnain, Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar and 
BJP national president Ni-
tin Nabin attended the Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatra in 
Patna.

The CM inaugurated the 
programme by lighting the 
ceremonial lamp.

A total of 52 Ram Nava-
mi tableaus were felicitated 
by the CM and other lead-
ers at Patna's Dak Bunga-
low Chauraha here.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary, Nit-
ish Kumar's son Nishant 
Kumar, Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjay Jha, Lok Sabha MP 
Manoj Tiwari and senior 
Bihar ministers, includ-
ing Vijay Choudhary and 
others, were also present 
during the occasion.

A massive crowd gath-
ered to watch the tableaus 
in the procession.

Earlier in the day, dev-
otees thronged temples 
across Bihar on the occa-

celebrating the festival with 
religious fervour.

BJP president Nitin 

several temples in the state 
capital Patna, including the 
famed Mahavir temple.

Speaking to reporters, 
Nabin extended greetings 
to people across the coun-
try and said the values em-
bodied in Lord Ram's life 
should guide everyone.

Recalling his association 
with the Mahavir temple, 
Nabin said he has been vis-

iting the shrine since child-
hood and described it as a 
major centre of faith.

He also paid tribute to 
his teacher, the late Acha-
rya Kishore Kunal, for 
his role in developing the 
shrine.

The chief minister ex-
tended greetings to the peo-
ple on the occasion.

He said Lord Ram's life 
symbolises love for human-
ity, harmony, tolerance, 

and wished people a joyful 
and peaceful celebration.

Bihar Guv, CM, BJP national president 
attend Ram Navami Shobha Yatra in Patna

NEW DELHI: Installation 
of low-cost air quality sen-
sors, dust screens, wind bar-
riers, spraying of water mist 
and covering of construc-
tion material and waste are 
among stronger dust-miti-
gation measures laid down 
by the Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) for construction 
and demolition projects in 

Friday.
The statutory direction 

number 97 by the CAQM to 
strengthen dust mitigation 
in construction and dem-
olition projectors and to 
streamline management of 
demolition waste in the re-
gion is set to be implement-
ed from April 1.

issued on February 20 after 
the commission noted that 
dust from construction and 

demolition remained a con-
sistent contributor to elevat-
ed particulate matter (PM10 
and PM2.5) levels in the am-
bient air quality across NCR.

Addressing a press con-
ference, SD Attri, technical 
member of the CAQM, said 
despite the existing statuto-
ry guidelines and periodic 
inspections by state pollu-
tion control boards, there 
were gaps in compliance of 
dust mitigation norms.

"Road dust and dust from 
construction and demolition 
activities are an important 
source of pollution in Del-
hi-NCR… Dust contributes 
15 per cent to pollution 
during the winter season, 
and 27 per cent during the 
summer season. That is why 
it is important to control 
such activities to improve 
the air quality in the region," 
he said.

"The statutory direction 
has six key mandates, such 
as municipal corporations/
development authorities in 
the region have to establish 
construction and demoli-
tion water collection points, 
intermediate waste storage 
facilities, and processing fa-
cilities with at least one col-
lection point per 5 km by 5 
km grid," he added.

Another mandate is that 
building plan approving 
authorities have to obtain 
a declaration of estimated 
demolition waste for proj-
ects, involving more than 
or equal to 200sq m area, 
where demolition prior to 
construction or re-construc-
tion is involved.

Municipal corporations 
and development authori-
ties have to ensure that the 
proponents of such proj-
ects deposit the demolition 

waste at the designated col-
lection point or stage/pro-
cessing facility and obtain a 
receipt for it.

Agencies responsible for 
issuing completion certif-

-
cates in the cities concerned 
have to verify the receipt of 
deposit of demolition mate-
rial submitted by the project 
proponent, prior to the issu-

There must be safe trans-
portation and disposal of the 
construction and demolition 
waste under the statutory 
direction.

Also, governments of the 
Delhi-NCR region have to 
establish an integrated web 
portal, geo-tag waste collec-
tion points and storage and 
processing facilities, and 
carry out GPS tracking of 
transportation of construc-
tion and demolition waste.

Dust-mitigation measures 
in Delhi-NCR from April 1

Vehicle carrying 
20 illegal LPG 

cylinders seized 
in Maruti Kunj

GURUGRAM: A vehicle 
carrying 20 illegal LPG cyl-
inders allegedly for black 
marketing was seized, and 
the driver was arrested 
during a raid in the Maru-
ti Kunj area on Friday, an 

-
eration of Haryana's chief 

the Food and Civil Sup-
plies Departments led to 
the recovery of 20 domestic 
LPG cylinders, including 18 

-
ders, he added. Acting on 
the information received 
by the CM Flying squad, 
the team stopped a vehicle 
at Maruti Kunj for inspec-

the driver, Ankush Yadav, a 
resident of Uttar Pradesh's 
Sultanpur, failed to provide 
a satisfactory answer about 

arrested him and seized the 
gas cylinders and the vehi-
cle, they said.

SHIMLA: In view of the 

the Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment is considering rein-
troducing lottery within the 
state to create new sources 
of revenue generation, Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
said during the Budget ses-
sion of Assembly on Friday.

In a written reply to a 
query by BJP legislators 
Rakesh Jamwal and Sud-
hir Sharma, Sukhu said 
that Goods and Service Tax 
(GST) is levied on lottery 
ticket sales at a rate of ap-
proximately 40 per cent of 
the ticket's face value.

loss not only in the revenue 
derived from levying GST 
but also due to the illicit sale 
of lottery tickets from other 
states within its territory, 
the reply said.

A positive outcome of the 
lottery business is its poten-
tial to generate employment 
alongside revenues, and 
therefore, a proposal to re-
introduce the lottery in Hi-
machal Pradesh is current-
ly under the government's 
consideration, Sukhu said.

Lotteries are being op-
erated smoothly in other 
states such as Kerala, Pun-
jab, Maharashtra, Goa and 
Arunachal Pradesh, with no 

he said.

The lottery system was 
discontinued in Himachal 

-
-

ment on February 28, 2004.
The department, howev-

er, no longer possesses re-

that led to its discontinua-
tion.

Before the ban, lotteries 
involving fewer than three 
digits were prevalent in the 
state. However, in light of 

-
sociated with such schemes, 
the Centre, in compliance 
with Supreme Court direc-
tives, has since amended 
the relevant regulations.

Consequently, sin-
gle-digit or double-digit 
lotteries can no longer be 
operated, reducing the like-

associated with the previous 
system.

Himachal govt mulling to 
reintroduce lottery to shore 

up revenues: CM Sukhu

EC suspends Basanti 
PS officer for 

failing to tackle 
BJP-TMC clashes

KOLKATA:
election season in West 
Bengal, the EC on Friday 
ordered immediate suspen-
sion of Basanti Police Sta-
tion Inspector-in-Charge 
Avijit Paul for allegedly 
failing to tackle BJP-TMC 
clashes on March 26, ac-
cording to a notice issued 
by the poll panel. The poll 
panel described it as "seri-
ous negligence and derelic-
tion of duty" on the part of 

including police personnel, 
were injured in the clash at 
Basanti Bazar under Barui-
pur Police District.

"It has been observed 

make adequate police ar-
rangements despite having 
prior information regard-
ing public programme of 
two political parties," the 
notice said.

"Further, the Central 
Armed Police Force has 
been made available for the 
last few days. Despite this, 
he did not requisition CAPF 
for maintenance of law and 
order," the notice added 

action. Directing depart-
mental proceedings against 
Paul, the poll body also or-
dered his replacement and 
sought a compliance report, 
it said.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Police has signed a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MoU) with the Centre for 
Development of Telemat-
ics to enhance technol-
ogy-driven policing and 
strengthen operational ca-

on Friday.
The collaboration aims 

to leverage indigenous and 
secure telecom solutions 
developed by C-DOT to 
improve communication 
systems, surveillance, cy-
bersecurity and emergen-
cy response mechanisms 
within the force.

According to a state-
ment, the partnership will 
facilitate the deployment of 
advanced applications tai-
lored for modern policing 
needs. Among the key tech-
nologies is a Facial Recog-
nition System (FRS), which 
will assist in identifying 
suspects, missing persons, 

matching images with ex-
isting databases.

-
tion platform, SAMVAD, 
will enable secure messag-
ing, audio and video calls, 
and data sharing among 
various police units, while 

SAMVAD Prime -- a hand-
set-based secure messaging 
system -- will be used for 
sensitive communications 

operational teams," read 
the statement.

C-DOT Meet, a web-
based video conferenc-
ing solution, will support 

training sessions, while the 
Mission Critical Services 
(MCX) platform will en-
sure secure and low-laten-
cy communication during 
emergencies, disaster re-
sponse and large-scale law-
and-order situations.

Delhi Police, C-DOT sign MoU to 
boost smart policing capabilities

CHENNAI: VCK chief Thol 
Thirumavalavan on Friday said 
seat-sharing talks within the 
DMK-led alliance have been con-
cluded and dismissed reports of 
any deadlock or internal friction.

Addressing reporters after 
signing the formal agreement, 
Thirumavalavan said, "There is no 
such deadlock as is being project-
ed. When more than 10 political 
parties are in an alliance and indi-
vidual discussions are held, delays 
are natural when multiple parties 
express interest in the same con-
stituencies. That is the reality."

The VCK leader stated that the 

to each partner would be made by 
DMK president M K Stalin.

The DMK has allotted 8 seats to 
the VCK for the upcoming assem-
bly election.

Thirumavalavan noted that the 
discussions were held in a cordial 
atmosphere and his party has se-
cured the constituencies it desired.

The VCK chief further stated 
that Chief Minister Stalin is ex-

full list of constituencies for all 
alliance partners either on Friday 
night or Saturday morning once 
the remaining minor discussions 
are completed.

He took a swipe at critics and 
rival camps, suggesting that those 

-
in the DMK alliance would contin-
ue to be disappointed.

Responding to queries about 
the opposition alliances, Thiru-
mavalavan claimed that parties in 
the AIADMK-led NDA were facing 
pressure to contest under BJP's 
symbol.

He alleged that parties like the 
Tamil Maanila Congress (M) were 
being coerced into contesting on 
the lotus symbol despite being al-
lotted seats.

"We do not point out such is-
sues in their camps, but even a 
slight delay in our alliance is la-
beled as a deadlock by some," he 
remarked.

No deadlock in DMK alliance, seat-sharing 
talks over: VCK chief Thirumavalavan

Sopana Sangeetham 
artiste joins IUML

MALAPPURAM: Sopana Sangeetham 
artiste Njeralath Harigovindan joined 
the IUML here on Friday.

IUML state president Sayyid Sadiq 
Ali Shihab Thangal welcomed him into 
the party at Panakkad.

Speaking to reporters, the Kerala 
Sangeetha Nataka Akademi award win-
ner said he was drawn to the IUML’s ide-
ology that values humanity.

He said that at a time when people 
are being divided in the name of caste 
and religion, he, as a responsible artiste, 
stands against such divisive tendencies.

He added that he would take part in 
UDF election campaigns across the state 
during the election period.

Sopana Sangeetham is a form of de-
votional music traditionally performed 
near the sanctum sanctorum of temples.

NEW DELHI: Delhi BJP 
chief Virendra Sachdeva 
welcomed the reduction 
in excise duty on petrol 
and diesel by the central 
government, and has de-
scribed it as a people-cen-
tric decision that will pro-

the global instability in the 
energy sector.

Sachdeva said that pres-
ently in the energy sector, 

prices, disruptions in sup-

pressures are being wit-
nessed in countries across 
the globe.

He further said that 
during such a challenging 
international scenario, this 
decision by the centre to 

that the government places 
interest of citizens at top 
priority.

The BJP leader said 
that the reduction in excise 
duty on petrol and die-

people across the country, 
by saving the impact on 
factors like transportation 
costs, costs of important 
commodities, fruits, veg-
etables, grains, milk and 
others.

He further noted that 
farmers, small traders, au-
to-rickshaw drivers, taxi 
drivers, truck operators, 
and millions associated 
with the logistics sector 

from this decision.
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What if the solution to rising fuel and fertiliser costs is already in our bins? LPG cylinders
are running dry in our favourite food establishments. A few more weeks and they will
squeeze our household budgets as well. Some 90% of India’s LPG imports come through the
Strait of Hormuz. The International Energy Agency will release 400 million barrels of oil
from emergency reserves, which would cover four days of global consumption. India claims
to have more than 60 days of oil reserves, but only two days of LPG reserves.
The other impending crisis few people are talking about is fertilisers. The Kharif sowing sea-
son is soon upon us and urea and phosphates will be critical ingredients for a hearty crop.
Interestingly, these too depend on natural gas. India’s fertilisers also predominantly come
from the Gulf. Freight rates have reportedly risen ten-fold to account for the risk of passing
through the Strait. Remember when Sri Lanka banned costly chemical fertilisers to save
money? It cost them over USD 400 million in tea export, nearly half their food production and
arguably led to the fall of the government as shortages sparked public anger.
You may say we will get our gas and fertilisers from elsewhere. Russia is offering alterna-
tives, after all. Yes, but this will be much more expensive than what we have had so far.
Typically, when energy prices rise, anger grows against the government. Will the current
government withstand rising food and fuel prices? Or will it strongly subsidise fuel and fer-
tiliser and reverse its hard-earned gains in reducing India’s fiscal deficit?
I would argue the current crisis may be an opportunity in disguise. We have long struggled
to manage our wet waste. Kitchen scrapings, animal dung, sewage water, agricultural waste
have long polluted our soil, water and air. Many programmes attempt to salvage value out of
organic residues through conversion to biogas or compost. Yet none of these programmes
have taken off or sustained momentum after the initial impetus.
Consumers are often to blame for this. We are locked into familiar patterns and reluctant to
try something new. The stigma of waste-derived material is an added deterrent. I would urge
those so inclined to visit some oil dumps or at least look them up on the internet. Given the
right infrastructure and human attention, anything can be transformed into a finished prod-
uct. After all, the most important discovery that boosted food production was a pile of bird
guano off the Latin American coast. And of course, animal dung is the oldest fertiliser
known to man.
Is it all worth it though? Spending thousands of crores from the government exchequer to
subsidise biowaste transformation for a passing storm? “This too shall pass,” right? Wrong,
most likely. This war has been forty years in the making, with all sides declaring it a holy
war. There is a an adage in foreign policy: “Allies are temporary, interests are permanent.”
Unfortunately, conflict appears inevitable in this region with ethnic and religious divides.
Since we have entered a new state of disorder in geopolitics, supply shortages will be a recur-
ring theme. Two more straits in the South China Sea and the Red Sea are also chokepoints
that are likely to be held hostage at some point.
Besides war, long-term strategy dictates a transition to renewable sources of energy and fer-
tiliser. Firstly, oil imports may be a much bigger drain on India’s finances than subsidies for
renewable energy. Moreover, special economic zones and other incentives support India’s
petroleum industry. India also has strong decarbonisation targets dependent on weaning off
of fossil fuels. Decarbonisation would be best done quickly as exports to European countries
will soon include a carbon tax.
So what needs to be done? Major challenges include inconsistent market prices, lack of
adequate storage and transport for feedstocks and products such as biogas and compost.
Backyard biogas plant subsidies are set to expire in March 2026. These should be extend-
ed. Offtake agreements must be prioritised to ensure steady prices and limit uncertain-
ty. Capital expenditure for storage and transport infrastructure for biogas and compost
must be sanctioned. Research into best practices in treatment processes and operations
should be incentivised. 

Minutes before the airstrike, the only
thing that had changed was a number
on a screen. A young Gazan man was
sleeping in a crowded apartment with
his parents and younger siblings.
Across the border, an Israeli intelli-
gence officer sat in a darkened com-
mand center, staring at a list of AI-
ranked targets. The system known as
'Lavender' had flagged the man as a
"likely militant" and spat out a coordi-
nate. The officer, under pressure and
staring at a long list of similarly
ranked targets, hit approve in sec-
onds. Minutes later, the building col-
lapsed. The man, his parents, and the
children did not survive. On paper,
the AI had simply "cleared" another
target. In the street, there was a crater
and a family erased by a decision
made in moments and never revisited.
When news broke of the missile strike
that obliterated the Shajareh
Tayyebeh girls' elementary school in
Minab, southern Iran, killing 175 peo-
ple - over 100 of them schoolchildren -
fingers immediately pointed to AI as
the villain. Emerging reports now
blame outdated human intelligence
for the disaster. But the Minab
tragedy is a perfect window into the
slippery, terrifying world of AI in war-
fare we have just stumbled into: a
place where algorithms promise pre-
cision, but human error - or worse -
still turns schools into craters. 
This is agentic AI in war: not a distant
sci-fi experiment, but the quiet hand
that helps pick a street, a face, a home,
and then hands that choice to a
human who has just enough time to
say yes. The technology is no longer
just a lab curiosity. It is now embed-
ded in the very machinery that
decides who lives, who dies, and who
disappears from the records as if they
were never there.

WWars Find New Forms 
Wars never really end. They just find
new forms and new frontiers. Today,
the battlefield is not just trenches,
tanks, and infantry; it is also server
racks and software. Artificial intelli-
gence has slipped into the ranks of
modern warfare, not as a side project,

but as a quiet co-pilot in the chain of
killing. In the war with Iran, we are
seeing AI used at scale for the first
time, a brutal, systematized version of
the battlefield automation that first
flickered across Ukraine's skies.
Agentic AI isn't creeping onto the bat-
tlefield; it's kicking down the door to
the command center, quietly taking
over how modern militaries see,
decide, and kill. It promises some-
thing chillingly simple: let software do
what humans do too slowly, watch
every camera, scrape every feed, sift
every intercept, and then lean in to
whisper to power: "Here is the target.
Here is the timing. Here is what hap-
pens next." 
For decades, intelligence work was
defined by scarcity: too few analysts,
too little time, too many dots to con-
nect. Now the problem is abundance.
Armies drown in satellite imagery,
drone video, social media chatter, and
sensor data. Agentic AI turns that
flood into something like a
weaponized recommendation engine,
ranking threats instead of Netflix
shows and turning "collect - analyze -
warn" from a bureaucratic cycle
measured in weeks into an automated
loop measured in minutes. 

Maven, Palantir, And The Privatized
Kill Chain 
Nowhere is that transformation more
visible than in the recent confrontation
with Iran. According to a leaked
Pentagon memo and subsequent
reporting, the Maven Smart System, a
command-and-control AI platform
built by Palantir, has effectively
become the US military's central brain
for target selection. It ingests surveil-
lance feeds, battlefield reports, and
classified intelligence, then evaluates
that information to pinpoint targets
and generate prioritized strike lists. US
officials openly credit Maven with
enabling a wave of precision strikes on
Iranian assets in a matter of days, not
months.  Crucially, Maven is no longer
a quirky pilot project run out of a
Pentagon lab. The Defense Department
is moving to designate it a "program of
record," locking Palantir's system into
the long-term force structure and guar-
anteeing sustained funding. 

Gaza And Iran: AI's Humman Toll 
The same logic plays out in Gaza, where
the human cost is far more visible.
Injuries, grief, and rubble do not rate
well on a screen, but they are the real
outcome of the "efficiency" Israel has
termed its AI-assisted systems like "the

Gospel" and "Lavender." These tools
analyzed data on most of Gaza's 2.3 mil-
lion residents, assigned them probabili-
ties, and at one point marked around
37,000 people as potential militants.
Iran is no innocent bystander. Tehran's
operators use the same AI logic-auto-
mate, personalize, and scale to generate
fake personas, multilingual disinforma-
tion, and synthetic media aimed at
shaping narratives in Israel, Europe,
and North America. If Palantir's Maven
is the flagship of kinetic AI warfare,
Iran's campaigns prove the same
machinery works just as well when the
targets are minds and newsfeeds. 

Ukraine's Live-Fire AI Lab 
Then there is Ukraine, where AI is
less a prestige project than a survival
mechanism. Ukrainian officials say
their forces now receive over 50,000
drone video feeds from the front every
month, an impossible volume for
human teams to process without help.
AI systems classify vehicles, trenches,
and movements, rapidly mapping tar-
gets for artillery or loitering muni-
tions. Ukrainian and Russian units
alike are fielding drones that can lock
onto the image of a target and contin-
ue the attack even if the communica-
tion link is jammed.

As India’s higher education
system reorganises itself
under the National
Education Policy 2020, a qui-
eter constitutional question
is taking shape: what hap-
pens to institutional autono-
my when governance is rede-
fined through standardisa-
tion, metrics and centralised
regulation? However, most
of the public debate on the
policy has focussed on its
other aspects – curriculum
reform, multidisciplinary
expansion and institutional
consolidation.
The Union Budget 2026-27
increased education alloca-
tion to Rs 1,39,289 crore, an
8.27% rise that signals NEP
implementation has entered
its operational phase. Less
examined, however, is a con-
stitutional question: how
does a governance model
built on standardisation,
performance metrics and
regulatory restructuring
interact with the autonomy
granted to minority educa-
tional institutions? The NEP
preserves constitutional pro-
tections on paper. Article
30(1) affirms that minorities
based on religion or lan-
guage have the right to estab-
lish and administer educa-
tional institutions of their
choice. Yet when oversight
shifts from political discre-
tion to technocratic stan-
dardisation, the meaning of
autonomy can change.
The policy proposes replac-
ing the UGC, AICTE and
NCTE with a unified Higher
Education Commission of
India. The Cabinet’s
approval of the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill in December 2025
advances this framework,
bringing all non-medical,
non-legal higher education
institutions under a single
regulatory body. Alongside
institutional consolidation,
graded autonomy tied to
accreditation marks a deci-
sive turn towards perform-
ance-based governance.
Under existing UGC regula-

tions, universities with high
NAAC scores receive greater
flexibility in admissions and
curriculum design, while
those with lower scores face
tighter oversight.
Institutions are evaluated
through common bench-
marks: governance struc-
tures, faculty qualifications,
research output, infrastruc-
ture and financial trans-
parency. These metrics oper-
ate through a points-based
system that privileges cer-
tain institutional models. A
university that publishes fre-
quently in indexed journals
and maintains state-of-the-
art labs will score well; one
that invests primarily in
community outreach or
trains teachers for under-
served regions may not.
Budgetary priorities rein-
force this orientation, link-
ing increased allocations to
measurable outcomes and
employability. In this frame-
work, autonomy becomes
something earned and
retained through compli-
ance.
Quality assurance regimes
promise transparency and
accountability. Yet standard-
isation inevitably favours
institutional forms aligned
with measurable research
productivity and infrastruc-
ture expansion. Evaluation
systems assume that all
institutions share the same
purpose, and they reward
outputs that regulators can
easily count and compare. A
college that prioritises com-
munity access, teaches in a
regional language or organ-
ises its mission around serv-
ice to a particular population
may find that these commit-
ments carry little weight in
the scoring rubric. Minority
institutions occupy a distinc-
tive place in India’s constitu-
tional design. In T.M.A. Pai
Foundation v. State of
Karnataka (2002), the
Supreme Court affirmed that
Article 30 grants minorities
substantial autonomy in
administration, admissions

and fee structures, subject to
reasonable regulation.
Crucially, the Court cau-
tioned that regulation can-
not “whittle down” the right
itself. Autonomy, therefore,
has historically meant more
than non-interference. It has
signified the capacity to pre-
serve institutional character
while participating in the
national system.
When recognition and status
are tied to uniform bench-
marks, structural tension
emerges. Institutions must
align internal processes with
externally defined criteria to
retain accreditation grades,
expand programmes or
secure funding. NAAC crite-
ria emphasise indexed
research publications, UGC-
aligned faculty qualifica-
tions and infrastructure
standards. While these met-
rics suit research-intensive
universities, institutions ori-
ented towards community
service, cultural preserva-
tion or teaching in regional
languages may struggle to
perform comparably.
Over time, compliance cul-
tures reshape priorities.
Hiring committees begin to
favour candidates with
strong publication records
over those with deep com-
munity ties. Curricula tilt
towards subjects that pro-
duce quantifiable research.
Governance procedures con-
verge towards models most
compatible with prevailing
evaluation systems.
Recent budgetary decisions
illustrate how fiscal design
shapes this environment.
While overall education
spending has risen, alloca-
tions for minority-targeted
scholarship schemes have
been sharply reduced. The
M e r i t - c u m - M e a n s
Scholarship for professional
and technical courses fell
from Rs 7.34 crore to Rs 0.06
crore. The Maulana Azad
National Fellowship
declined from Rs 42.84 crore
to Rs 36.14 crore. In 2025-26,
the Post-Matric Scholarship

carried a Budget Estimate of
Rs 413.99 crore but a Revised
Estimate of Rs 0.06 crore
before being nominally
restored the following year.
These figures do not merely
signal allocation shifts. They
are representative of chang-
ing priorities within an out-
come-driven framework.
What is lost sight of in such a
system is that allocation
alone does not determine
impact. Execution, adminis-
trative prioritisation and
alignment with dominant
performance frameworks
matter just as much. Each of
these factors determines
which schemes gain traction
and which languish. In a sys-
tem increasingly organised
around measurable outputs,
targeted equity programmes
that do not directly con-
tribute to an institution’s
accreditation score risk
becoming peripheral,
regardless of their social sig-
nificance. This is not about
overt encroachment on con-
stitutional rights: No provi-
sion in the NEP explicitly
revokes Article 30 protec-
tions, and minority institu-
tions remain free to exist and
govern themselves. The
pressure is subtler.
Institutions that score well
on NAAC parameters gain
access to greater funding,
research grants and pro-
grammatic flexibility. Those
that do not must submit to
closer regulatory scrutiny.
In practice, this means that a
minority college whose mis-
sion centres on community
education or vernacular
instruction faces a choice:
reshape its priorities to
match accreditation bench-
marks, or accept a lower
institutional standing that
limits growth. The legal
right to operate is never for-
mally challenged. What
shifts is the practical capaci-
ty to sustain a distinctive
institutional identity within
a system that rewards a par-
ticular model of academic
performance.

Most conflict analysis
explains what just happened.
Wargaming does something
different. Before events
occur, you define the specific
observable signals that will
tell you which war you are
actually watching - so that
when something happens,
you are reading it, not react-
ing to it.
That discipline is not about
predicting the future. It is
about knowing, the moment
a specific signal fires, exactly
what it means for what
comes next.
Four weeks into the 2026 Iran
War, the analysis behind this
article has been running that
wargame in real time. What
it has identified is a ten-day
window - expiring April 6 -
that will determine the shape
of this conflict for months.
There are specific things to
watch that will tell you
which future is arriving
before it gets here.

The Clock 
On March 26, President
Trump announced a ten-day
pause on strikes against
Iranian energy infrastruc-

ture, pushing his deadline to
April 6. Before that date, one
of these three things can hap-
pen: a framework for de-esca-
lation emerges; the deadline
passes without one and
Trump extends again, fur-
ther draining whatever cred-
ibility his ultimatums still
carry; or the pause ends and
the US strikes Iranian power
plants - triggering what
Tehran has publicly commit-
ted to, a large-scale counter-
attack against Gulf energy
and water infrastructure.
The third path is the default
if the first two fail. That is not
a rhetorical warning. It is the
structural logic of the situa-
tion.
Six Things To Watch - And
What Each One Means
Pakistan has confirmed it is
relaying messages between
Washington and Tehran.
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar stated publicly
that the US has shared a 15-
point peace proposal, cur-
rently being deliberated by
Iran. Iran has reportedly
responded through
unnamed intermediaries
and is now awaiting

Washington's reply.
Watch for one specific thing:
does Iran send back a formal
counter-position, or does it
return silence while the
IRGC continues firing? A
counter-position - even a
maximalist one - means a
live diplomatic back-channel
exists. Silence plus contin-
ued escalation means it does
not. Iran's publicly stated
five conditions include war
reparations and formal sov-
ereignty over the Strait of
Hormuz. Neither is accept-
able to Washington. But an
opening position in diploma-
cy is not a final one. The
question is whether there is
a conversation at all.
Tripwire 2: What happens to
Iran's naval operations in the
next 96 hours? | Window: 72-
96 hours | 
On March 26, Israel killed
Admiral Alireza Tangsiri -
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy
commander who personally
designed and ran Iran's mar-
itime strategy in the Strait of
Hormuz. He controlled
which ships could pass,
where mines were laid, and

which vessels were targeted
by drone boats. The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) subse-
quently stated that all of his
key senior commanders
were killed in the same
strike. Watch whether Iran's
maritime operations contin-
ue at the same tempo and
structure, or whether they
stutter and reconfigure. If
they continue without a visi-
ble gap, Iran pre-positioned a
parallel command structure -
meaning the institution is
more resilient than any indi-
vidual. If they pause or
reconfigure, the strike
achieved genuine disrup-
tion. Either reading changes
what comes next in the
waterway through which
one-fifth of the world's oil
normally flows. Iran's parlia-
ment is drafting legislation
to formally establish Iranian
sovereignty over the Strait of
Hormuz and create a legal
basis for charging ships pas-
sage fees. The Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
Secretary-General has con-
firmed Iran is already col-
lecting this fee, in violation
of international law.

editorial

WHEN THE CLOCK RUNS OUT:
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Bengaluru, March 28, 2026: 
Sri Shankara Cancer 
Hospital & Research Centre 
(SSCHRC) inaugurated two 
advanced life-saving tech-
nologies — the Philips CT 
3500 (64-Slice CT Scan 
Machine) and a state-of-the-
art Heart-Lung Machine — 
strengthening its diagnostic 
and surgical capabilities.
The equipment has been 
generously donated by the 
LIC Golden Jubilee 
Foundation and Life 
Insurance Corporation of India. The 
inauguration ceremony was held at the 
Sri Sri Sri Abhinava Vidyathirtha 
Mahaswamiji Auditorium in 
Basavanagudi.The event was inaugurat-
ed by R Doraiswamy, CEO & MD of LIC, 
in the presence of senior officials includ-
ing Puneet Kumar, Ashis Kumar, and 
Paras Nath Jha.
As a not-for-profit institution that has 
treated over 1.1 lakh patients, SSCHRC 
continues its mission of delivering 
world-class care with compassion. The 
newly installed 64-slice CT scan machine 

enhances diagnostic precision and speed, 
especially for oncology patients, while 
the Heart-Lung Machine significantly 
strengthens the hospital’s capacity to 
handle complex surgical procedures.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr B S Srinath, 
Founder & Managing Trustee of the Sri 
Shankara Cancer Foundation, said the 
contribution reflects the transformative 
impact of institutional philanthropy in 
healthcare. He noted that these advanced 
machines will serve as instruments of 
hope, enabling accessible and high-quali-
ty treatment for thousands of patients.

Sri Shankara Cancer Hospital Inaugurates 
Advanced CT Scan & Heart-Lung Machines in Bengaluru

HOSMAT Launches Golden Hour Network at Traumacon 
2026 to Strengthen Trauma Care in India

Bengaluru, March 28, 2026: In 
a significant step towards 
strengthening trauma care 
systems in India, HOSMAT 
Hospitals, a leader in ortho-
paedics and trauma care, in 
collaboration with the 
Bangalore Orthopaedic 
Society, successfully hosted 
HOSMAT Traumacon 2026, a 
first-of-its-kind, practice-driv-
en trauma conference, marked 
by the formal launch of the 
HOSMAT Alumni Association, 
and Golden Hour Network 
(GHN) .Positioned as a pio-
neering initiative, the Golden 
Hour Network is a structured, 
professional trauma care com-
munity that brings together 
surgeons trained within the 
HOSMAT ecosystem under a 
shared commitment to rapid, 
precise, and outcome-driven 
trauma care. 
More than an alumni collec-
tive, GHN is designed as a co-
governed clinical and academ-
ic network, with a defined pro-
gramme of monthly clinical 
rounds, quarterly specialty-
focused discussions, and an 
annual TraumaCon gathering 
as its apex platform.
Named after the critical “gold-
en hour”, the first hour follow-
ing injury where timely inter-
vention determines survival, 
the network reflects a deeper 
philosophy: that trauma care 
is not defined by institutions, 
but by the urgency, precision, 
and shared responsibility of 
the clinicians delivering it. 
Over the next six months, the 
network will establish its gov-
ernance structure, onboard 
senior alumni, and initiate its 
first clinical engagements.
The launch of GHN under-
scores HOSMAT’s evolution 
beyond a high-volume clinical 
institution into a research-led 
and academically driven cen-
tre of excellence in orthopae-
dics and trauma care.
Over the past 33+ years , 
HOSMAT has built one of the 

country’s most significant 
trauma ecosystems, perform-
ing 25 to 30 trauma surgeries 
daily , placing it among 
India’s highest-volume trauma 
centres. The institution has 
also contributed extensively to 
academic medicine, leading 
over 300 research initiatives, 
with more than 80 publica-
tions in internationally 
indexed journals , and playing 
a key role in shaping clinical 
practice in orthopaedics and 
trauma.
Its impact on medical educa-
tion is equally significant. 
According to Orthopaedic 
Society of India estimates, 
nearly 10% of Bengaluru’s 
orthopaedic surgeons have 
trained at HOSMAT, reinforc-
ing its role as a major training 
hub for the next generation of 
specialists. Over the decades, 
HOSMAT has also touched 
nearly one-third of 
Bengaluru’s population 
through trauma care , reflect-
ing both its scale and commu-
nity trust.
Held at the ITC Welcome 
Hotel, Richmond Road, 
Traumacon 2026 brought 
together 150+ leading ortho-

paedic surgeons, trauma spe-
cialists, and clinicians from 
across India, creating a plat-
form for real-world learning, 
surgical innovation, and col-
laborative problem-solving. 
The event was held in memory 
of Late Dr Thomas Chandy, a 
globally respected orthopaedic 
surgeon and pioneer in trau-
ma care, whose legacy contin-
ues to guide the institution’s 
clinical and academic philoso-
phy.India continues to face 
one of the highest trauma bur-
dens globally, with over 4.8 
lakh road accidents annually 
and nearly 1.7–1.8 lakh deaths 
each year , making trauma 
one of the leading causes of 
mortality among young adults. 
Against this backdrop, 
Traumacon 2026 was conceptu-
alised to address a critical gap 
- the need for practice-led, 
experience-driven learning 
platforms that directly impact 
patient outcomes.
The conference featured a 
comprehensive, full-day scien-
tific agenda with over 25+ 
expert-led sessions, covering 
upper limb trauma, complex 
lower limb injuries, paediatric 
trauma, non-union surgeries, 

complication management, 
medico-legal aspects, and 
orthopaedic practice efficien-
cy. A defining feature of the 
conference was its case-based 
and discussion-led format, 
enabling clinicians to engage 
with real-world scenarios and 
refine decision-making in 
high-pressure environments.
Reflecting on the significance 
of the conference and the 
launch of GHN, Anisha 
Chandy Eckardt, Managing 
Director, HOSMAT Hospitals , 
said: “Trauma care in India 
does not suffer from a lack of 
clinical expertise - it suffers 
from gaps in time, training, 
and integration. At HOSMAT, 
this is a reality we have long 
recognised, guided by the 
enduring belief of Dr Thomas 
Chandy that every patient 
deserves timely, precise, and 
compassionate care without 
compromise. Through 
Traumacon 2026, we are bring-
ing together some of the finest 
minds in the field to address 
these critical gaps - not just 
through discussion, but 
through driving real, practice-
led change that can improve 
outcomes where it matters 
most, in the golden hour of 
care.At the same time, we are 
very consciously investing in 
transforming HOSMAT into a 
high-end orthopaedic and 
trauma research institute. 
That is the direction we see 
for ourselves in the years to 
come - where clinical excel-
lence is deeply integrated with 
academic leadership, 
research, and innovation.”Dr 
Ravishankar M R, Head of 
Orthopaedic Trauma, 
HOSMAT Hospitals and 
Chairman of Traumacon 2026, 
added : “At HOSMAT, trauma 
care is built on a strong foun-
dation of clinical volume, aca-
demic rigour, and continuous 
research. Managing 25 to 30 
trauma surgeries every day 
gives us a unique depth of 

real-world experience, while 
our academic and training 
programmes ensure that this 
experience is translated into 
knowledge. Traumacon 
reflects this balance - where 
clinical practice, research, 
and collaboration come togeth-
er to create more consistent, 
evidence-based trauma care 
systems.”
Adding perspective on the leg-
acy behind the institution, Dr 
Subodh M Shetty, President, 
Orthopaedic Society of India, 
said : “Dr Thomas Chandy was 
not just a surgeon - he was a 
mentor who shaped genera-
tions of orthopaedic and trau-
ma specialists in this country. 
Many of today’s leading sur-
geons carry forward his 
approach to precision, disci-
pline, and patient-first care. 
What we see today in 
Traumacon is a reflection of 
that legacy - a commitment to 
learning, sharing, and contin-
uously improving. The Golden 
Hour Network, in that sense, 
is a powerful extension of his 
vision. It has the potential to 
bring together expertise 
across the country and signifi-
cantly strengthen trauma 
response systems where it 
matters most.”
With strong participation, 
high engagement, and a 
uniquely practical approach, 
HOSMAT Traumacon 2026, 
along with the launch of the 
Golden Hour Network, marks 
a significant step towards 
building a more integrated, 
collaborative, and research-
driven trauma care ecosystem 
in India.Building on the suc-
cess of its inaugural edition, 
Traumacon is expected to 
evolve into a national plat-
form for trauma education, 
research, and clinical collabo-
ration, bringing together cli-
nicians, institutions, and 
innovators to shape the future 
of orthopaedic and trauma 
care in India.

Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru to Honour Fans 

with Special Tribute
Bengaluru: Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
will pay tribute to the eleven members of 
the RCB family who tragically lost their 
lives in the unfortunate incident on June 4. 
As a mark of respect, players will wear 
practice jerseys bearing the number 11 dur-
ing the warm-up, followed by black arm-
bands during the match. In a lasting ges-
ture of remembrance, eleven seats at the M. 
Chinnaswamy Stadium will remain unoc-
cupied, serving as a permanent tribute to 
the fans whose unwavering support will 
always be a part of the RCB family.

Students’ Health is Paramount: Dr. R. 
Vijayasarthi Launches Free Health Camp

Vijayanagar: A free 
health check-up and 
blood donation camp 
was inaugurated at 
Vasavi Jnanapeetha 
First Grade College 
in association with 
the National Service 
Scheme (NSS), bene-
fiting students and 
their families.

The programme 
was inaugurated by 
Dr R Vijayasarthi, 
Secretary of Vasavi 
Group of Educational 
Institutions, who 
emphasized that stu-
dents’ health is of 
utmost importance 
and plays a key role 
in effective learning.

Highlighting mod-
ern lifestyle challeng-
es, he pointed out that 
pollution, contami-
nated water, and pro-
cessed food habits are 
contributing to rising 

health issues. He 
stressed the impor-
tance of regular 
health check-ups, a 
balanced diet, along 
with yoga and medi-
tation to maintain 
well-being.

The camp aimed to 
provide free health 
screening facilities 
not only to students 
but also to their fami-
ly members, promot-
ing overall communi-
ty health. Medical 
teams from 
Sapthagiri Hospital 

and Mediscope Blood 
Bank conducted com-
prehensive check-ups 
covering heart, kid-
ney, neurological, 
eye, gynecological, 
bone-related issues, 
diabetes, and blood 
pressure.

Organizers also 
highlighted that the 
blood donation drive 
was intended to raise 
awareness about the 
importance of donat-
ing blood to save 
lives during emer-
gencies.

Tumakuru : In a significant 
step towards strengthening 
Karnataka’s presence on the 
international tennis circuit, the 
official logo of the upcoming 
ITF Women’s World Tennis 
Tour W35 Tournament in 
Tumakuru was unveiled by Dr. 
G. Parameshwara, Home 
Minister of Karnataka and 
Tumakuru District In-charge 
Minister, at a formal press con-
ference held in the district. 

The tournament, scheduled 
from 4 to 10 May 2026, will be 
held at the Tumkur District 
Tennis Stadium within the 
Tumkur University campus, 
marking the return of interna-
tional tennis to the region after 

more than two decades. The 
event forms part of the ITF 
Women’s World Tennis Tour, 
conducted by the International 
Tennis Federation, and serves 
as a key platform for players to 
earn professional ranking 
points and progress to higher-
tier events, including the WTA 
Tour. 

Classified as a W35 event, the 
tournament will offer USD 
30,000 in prize money along 
with valuable 35 WTA ranking 
points. It is expected to attract a 
strong field of emerging and 
established players from across 
the world. Events at this level 
typically feature a 32 player 
singles main draw, qualifying 

rounds and doubles competi-
tion providing valuable oppor-
tunities for players. 

The unveiling ceremony was 
attended by senior district offi-
cials including Smt. Subha 
Kalyan IAS, Deputy 
Commissioner of Tumakuru; 
Sri K. V. Ashok IPS, 
Superintendent of Police; Sri 
Ashwija IAS, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Zilla Panchayat; 
and Sri G. R. Amarnath, 
Tournament Director, high-
lighting strong institutional 
backing and a coordinated 
approach to delivering an event 
of international standards. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Dr. G. Parameshwara said, 
“This is more than just a tour-
nament for Tumakuru —it is an 
opportunity. By bringing an 
international women’s event 
here, we are taking sport 
beyond major cities and open-
ing doors for young athletes, 
especially girls, to aim higher. 
Events like these provide valu-
able exposure while also 
strengthening the local econo-
my and sporting culture.” 

Tumakuru set for historic ITF Women’s W35 debut; 
Logo unveiled by Dr. G. Parameshwara

New Delhi : The Corporation has 
been conferred the prestigious 
SKOCH National Award for its ini-
tiative on “Transparent 
Recruitment and Training 
Programme.” KSRTC has ensured 
transparency and uniformity 
throughout the recruitment pro-
cess—from application submission 
to final selection and unit alloca-
tion—by minimizing human inter-
vention.

Through a technology-driven 
recruitment system, including 
automated driving tests, online 
examinations, digital verification 
of documents, webcasting, and 
auto-generated scorecards, the 
Corporation has successfully 
recruited 2,000 drivers/conductors, 

300 technical staff, and 441 can-
didates under compassionate 
grounds.

In addition, over the last six 
months, more than 12,000 
employees have been provided 
with effective training, con-
tributing significantly to over-
all organizational develop-
ment and improved perfor-
mance.

The Delhi-based SKOCH Group, 
an independent think tank estab-
lished in 1997, has been presenting 
the SKOCH Awards since 2003. 
These awards recognize excellence 
in governance, finance, technology 
adoption, transparent policies, 
project implementation, and insti-
tutional growth, based on measur-
able outcomes and impact.

The award was presented at a 
ceremony held today at the Silver 
Oak Hall, India Habitat Centre, 
New Delhi, where Sri Akram 
Pasha, IAS, Managing Director, 
KSRTC received the award from 
Sri Sameer Kochhar, Chairman, 
SKOCH Group and Dr. Gursharan 
Dhanjal, Vice Chairman, SKOCH 
Group.

KSRTC Wins Prestigious SKOCH 
National Award – 2025

EDUCATION IS TRUE POWER OF 
TRANSFORMATION: MP DR. C. N. MANJUNATH 

AT MYSURU GRADUATION CEREMONY

Bengaluru: Member of Parliament Dr C N Manjunath 
delivered an inspiring address at the graduation cere-
mony of SBRR Mahajana First Grade College, Mysuru, 
urging students to dream big and embrace education 
as a transformative force. Addressing the graduates, 
he said that education is a continuous journey rather 
than a destination, emphasizing that the direction of 
learning matters more than speed. Referring to 
advancements in Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning, he highlighted the need to balance knowl-
edge with values and social responsibility.Encouraging 
students to acquire multiple skills, he stressed that no 
job is small if performed with sincerity and dignity. He 
underlined the importance of self-belief, discipline, 
and humility, stating that success is built over time 
through consistent effort rather than instant results. 
He also cautioned against measuring life solely by 
marks and warned students about ego and unhealthy 
comparisons.Dr. Manjunath drew attention to increas-
ing lifestyle diseases among youth and advised main-
taining a balance between education, health, and 
career choices. He encouraged students to explore 
diverse opportunities beyond government jobs.

Siddaramaiah Govt 
Ruined State Economy: 
MP Basavaraj Bommai

Bagalkote: Former Chief 
Minister and MP 
Basavaraj Bommai 
launched a sharp attack on 
the Siddaramaiah-led gov-
ernment, alleging that it 
has “completely damaged” 
the state’s economy and 
failed to meet public expec-
tations.Addressing a press 
conference in Bagalkote, 
Bommai criticized the gov-
ernment over the imple-
mentation of the Upper 
Krishna Project, stating 
that while an annual allo-
cation of Rs.18,000 crore 
was promised, only 
Rs.3,000 crore has been 
provided in the budget, 
causing injustice to the 
people of the region.
He further alleged that the 
state’s financial condition 
has deteriorated signifi-
cantly, with debt rising to 
nearly Rs.4 lakh crore. He 
warned that continued bor-
rowing could further bur-
den the people in the com-
ing years.On Centre-State 
relations, Bommai claimed 
that Karnataka has received 
increased funding under 
the NDA government com-
pared to the UPA era, citing 
higher allocations for rail-
ways and national high-
ways, along with GST 
reductions benefiting the 
public.Criticizing the Chief 
Minister’s conduct, he said 
Siddaramaiah showed 
“arrogance” by not attend-
ing meetings convened by 
Narendra Modi and instead 
sending ministers. He 
pointed out that leaders 
from other states, including 
M K Stalin, attended such 
meetings, while 
Siddaramaiah also skipped 
NITI Aayog discussions.
Bommai also alleged lapses 
in implementing schemes 
like the Jal Jeevan Mission 
and accused the govern-
ment of failing to provide its 

Bengaluru : In the wake 
of the Digital Personal 
Data Protection Act 
(DPDP), businesses are re-
evaluating how they man-
age data across its entire 
lifecycle—from collection 
to deletion—moving 
beyond traditional practic-
es of indefinite storage.

In an article, Yuvraj 
Shidhaye, Founder and 
Director of TreadBinary, 
highlights that organisa-
tions are shifting from 
excessive data collection to 
a more purpose-driven 
approach. Companies are 
increasingly asking criti-
cal questions about why 
data is collected, how long 
it should be retained, and 
when it must be deleted.

This transformation is 
evident at the data collec-
tion stage, where business-
es are adopting more mea-
sured practices. Nearly 
half of organisations have 
begun conducting gap 
assessments and docu-
menting data processing 
activities, ensuring clarity 
and accountability. 
Consent is also gaining 
importance, now treated as 
a specific and informed 
agreement rather than a 
routine checkbox.

The DPDP framework is 
also prompting organisa-
tions to define clear data 
retention timelines. 
Instead of storing data 
indefinitely, companies 
are evaluating its actual 
utility and removing it 
once its purpose is fulfilled, 
while retaining essential 
records like processing 
logs for limited durations.

To manage this complex-
ity, many organisations 
are turning to Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) 
systems, which help inte-
grate and track data across 
processes. These systems 
enable better visibility, 
consistency, and control 
over how data flows 
through various stages.

The article concludes 
that the DPDP regime is 
driving a subtle but signifi-
cant shift—encouraging 
businesses to treat data as 
a continuously managed 
resource rather than a 
s t a t i c  a s s e t . 
Organisations that adopt 
this lifecycle-based 
approach will be better 
positioned to handle 
growing data volumes 
while staying compliant 
with evolving regulatory 
expectations.

From Collection to Deletion: 
Businesses Rethink Data 

Lifecycle Under DPDP
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Tamil Nadu 

30 ministers in DMK's list; Senthilbalaji 
moves to Coimbatore, OPS in Bodi

CHENNAI: The DMK on 
Saturday released its list of 
164 candidates for the upcom-
ing Assembly election, with 
Chief Minister and party pres-
ident MK Stalin and several 
senior leaders set to contest. 
The DMK has also accommo-
dated recent entrants from 
the AIADMK, with leaders 
such as O Panneerselvam, 
Paul Manoj Pandian and R 
Vaithilingam fielded from 
Bodinayakanur, Alangulam 

and Orathanadu, respective-
ly.The list includes around 31 
ministers, with key leaders 
such as Chief Minister, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin, 
Duraimurugan, KN Nehru, 
EV Velu, MRK Panneerselvam 
and Thangam Thennarasu 
retaining their respective 
constituencies.

However, Ministers Mano 
Thangaraj, Kayalvizhi 
Selvaraj and R Gandhi, have 
not been fielded this time. In a 
notable move, the DMK has 
introduced new faces in place 
of some senior leaders, with 
Pon Gowthama Sigamani, son 
of former minister K 
Ponmudy, and Vinoth Gandhi, 
son of R Gandhi, entering the 
electoral fray.

In another key development, 
former Minister V 
Senthilbalaji has been shifted 
from Karur to Coimbatore 
(South) constituency. The 
party has also made changes 
in several Chennai constitu-
encies, dropping sitting MLAs 
from Anna Nagar, Royapuram, 
Egmore, Thiru Vi Ka Nagar, T 
Nagar and Villivakkam, and 
fielding new candidates. 
Among them, Karthik Mohan, 
son of Anna Nagar MLA MK 
Mohan, has been fielded from 
Villivakkam. Speaking to 
reporters at Anna Arivalayam, 
Stalin said the list reflects a 
balance between experience 
and fresh talent, with around 
60 new faces included.

He added that 125 candidates 
are graduates, including 15 
medical professionals, high-
lighting the party’s focus on 
educated representatives.

With the candidate list 
announced, the DMK has 
moved into the next phase of 
its campaign, gearing up for a 
high-stakes electoral contest 
across Tamil Nadu.

AI tools must not be exploited 
at humans’ expense

An online artificial intelligence-
powered chat system for cus-
tomer service was last week 
manipulated into composing a 
poem about how bad that com-
pany’s customer service is. I am 
sure many of us have experi-
enced being stuck trying to 
solve a problem with a banking 
app or track a delivery that has 
gone wrong, only to be driven to 
despair while trying to commu-
nicate the problem to an auto-
mated virtual customer assis-
tant. This British customer’s 
ability to trick the AI function 
in a parcel delivery company’s 
online chat system led the com-
pany to disable the service. Its 
chatbot wrote a poem saying 
that it is “useless at offering 
help,” adding that the company 
in question is a “waste of time” 
and a “customer’s worst night-
mare.” The poem ended with the 
chatbot rejoicing at the compa-
ny shutting the service down 
and claiming that, finally, cus-
tomers “could get the help they 
needed, from a real person who 
knew what they were doing.”

This light-hearted exchange 
between chatbot and consumer 
could only temporarily mask 
the serious problems people face 
every day when trying to get a 
service, some support or simply 
some help to solve an urgent 
problem. After pressing the help 
button, customers are usually 
only able to ask a limited num-
ber of questions related to their 
inquiry. If they persevere, they 
might be given a telephone num-
ber, but then their call is 
answered by an interactive 
voice response system that 
greets them with endless 
prompts and automated menus. 
The whole experience leaves the 
user feeling powerless and per-
haps even close to a nervous 
breakdown. The whole experi-
ence leaves the user feeling pow-
erless and perhaps even close to 
a nervous breakdown

And this, we are told, is likely 
to get worse. Apparently, our 
world is to witness even greater 
reliance on digital tools that are 
being built quickly and tested 
lightly, without the human 
experience aspect in mind. 

Neither do they have the 
accountability framework to 
protect their human users from 
harm or abuse by a glitch in the 
coding or a bias by the person 
designing the codes in the first 
place.

Our world is sleepwalking 
into yet another crisis that is 
likely to hit us at some point 
further down the line, as every-
one is racing to embrace the 
mantra of “saving costs at any 
cost” and replacing employees 
with AI-powered chatbots. 
Based on previous experience, 
many believe that, if you 
thought Big Tech was bad, big 
AI firms are likely to be even 
worse. Research published last 
year by the Pew Research 
Center reported on more than 
300 experts trying to forecast the 
potential harms and threats 
societies face as a result of the 
constant, rapid evolution of our 
digital life. Some 37 percent said 
they were more concerned than 
excited about what today’s 
trends say about where digital 
developments are headed. 
Meanwhile, 42 percent said they 
were equally concerned and 
excited. Only 18 percent were 
more excited than concerned.

The research also asked these 
experts to detail some impacts 
and adversities. Their findings 
make for a chilling read, since 

the development of digital sys-
tems continues to be driven by 
profit incentives in economic 
terms and power incentives in 
political terms. This will result 
in tools being used to control the 
public, such as through surveil-
lance and data harvesting, rath-
er than empowering them to 
have a smooth experience, act 
freely, share ideas and protest 
injuries or injustices. For these 
experts, surveillance advances, 
sophisticated bots embedded in 
civic spaces, the spread of deep-
fakes, disinformation and facial 
recognition are all likely to 
impact human rights. Above all, 
increasingly sophisticated AI 
applications are likely to lead to 
job losses, causing a rise in pov-
erty and the diminishment of 
human dignity.Their develop-
ment continues to be driven by 
profit incentives in economic 
terms and power incentives in 
political termsWhat the experts 
fear most is the loss of the best 
knowledge in a sea of misinfor-
mation and disinformation, as 
the institutions previously 
entrusted with informing the 
public will be further decimated 
and facts will likely be lost amid 
rampant bare-faced lies and tar-
geted manipulation. They even 
argue that “reality itself will be 
under siege,” as emerging digi-
tal tools will be able to convinc-

ingly create deceptive alternate 
realities.

Some of the experts also 
warned about the toll these digi-
tal systems are taking on peo-
ple’s health and well-being, as 
high levels of anxiety and 
depression are recorded as tech-
nology further embeds itself 
into every aspect of our lives. 
This increases alienation, lone-
liness and the potential for a 
belief in altered realities that 
could trigger the displacement 
of jobs and civil strife and 
endanger social cohesiveness. 
Experts in the Pew study con-
cerned with governance and 
human connections fear that 
norms, standards and regula-
tions will not evolve quickly 
enough to shield the social and 
political interactions of citizens. 
The pace of change could even 
shake individuals’ compass and 
their trust in each other and in 
the institutions and modes of 
governance.

Already, we are seeing signs 
of extreme polarization, cogni-
tive dissonance and fragmenta-
tion eroding the fabric of society 
as we knew it. Surely there will 
be a few people with the wit and 
knowhow to give a chatbot or 
some other digital tool a taste of 
its own medicine by ridiculing 
the service company and its 
tools when they fall below the 
expected level. Unfortunately, 
the conclusions of the Pew 
Research Center point to diffi-
cult and tumultuous times 
ahead. Unless, that is, states and 
regulators sharpen their skill 
sets to contest Big Tech and big 
AI companies and make sure 
they are accountable to the con-
sumers they claim these 
AI-powered tools were initially 
built to serve. The digital realm, 
despite its commercial raison 
d’etre, should remain a tool that 
is used to serve human beings 
and facilitate the execution of 
their many chores. It should not 
leave them in limbo, in despair 
and riddled with anxiety as a 
result of a lack of accountability 
and transparency in business 
models that have been turbo-
charged by Big Tech and big AI, 
regulation-free.

Scientists develop 
‘cooling glass’ to fight 

climatechange

G
eneva: India topped countries 
in the South-East Asia Region 
for the most number of 
malaria cases and deaths in 

2022, according to the 2023 World 
malaria report published by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) on 
Thursday. The report showed that in 
2022, nine countries in the South-East 
Asia Region contributed to about 2 per 
cent of the burden of malaria globally 
(5.2 million cases).

Most malaria cases in the Region 
were concentrated in India (66 per 
cent) and about 94 per cent of deaths 
were in India and Indonesia.

Globally, there were estimated 249 
million malaria cases in 2022, exceed-
ing the pre-pandemic level of 233 mil-
lion in 2019 by 16 million cases. There 
were also an additional five million 
malaria cases in 2022 over the previ-
ous year and five countries bore the 
brunt of these increases, the report 
said. Pakistan saw the largest increase, 
with about 2.6 million cases in 2022 
compared to 500,000 in 2021. Significant 
increases were also observed in 
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea 
and Uganda.Meanwhile, in the 11 
countries that carry the highest bur-
den of malaria, rates of new infections 
and deaths have levelled off following 
an initial upsurge during the first year 
of the pandemic.

These countries, supported through the 
WHO “High burden to high impact” approach, 
saw an estimated 167 million malaria cases and 
426,000 deaths in 2022.The report emphasised on 
the growing threat of climate change in increas-
ing malaria cases. It showed that changes in 

temperature, humidity and rainfall can influ-
ence the behaviour and survival of the malaria-
carrying Anopheles mosquito. Extreme weath-
er events, such as heatwaves and flooding, can 
also directly impact transmission and disease 
burden.Catastrophic flooding in Pakistan in 
2022, for example, led to a five-fold increase in 
malaria cases in the country.The changing cli-
mate poses a substantial risk to progress against 
malaria, particularly in vulnerable regions. 
Sustainable and resilient malaria responses are 
needed now more than ever, coupled with 
urgent actions to slow the pace of global warm-
ing and reduce its effects,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-
General, in a statement. Climate variability is 
expected to have indirect effects on malaria 
trends through, for example, reduced access to 
essential malaria services and disruptions to 
the supply chain of insecticide-treated nets, 
medicines and vaccines. Population displace-
ment due to climate-induced factors may also 
lead to increased malaria as individuals with-
out immunity migrate to endemic areas. There 
has also been progress toward malaria elimina-
tion in many countries with a low burden of the 
disease. In 2022, 34 countries reported fewer 
than 1000 cases of malaria compared to just 13 
countries in 2000. This year alone, three more 
countries were certified by WHO as malaria-
free -- Azerbaijan, Belize and Tajikistan -- and 
several others are on track to eliminate the dis-
ease in the coming year.The report also cites 
achievements such as the phased roll-out of the 
first WHO-recommended malaria vaccine, 
RTS,S/AS01, in three African countries. In 
October 2023, WHO recommended a second safe 
and effective malaria vaccine, R21/Matrix-M. 
The availability of two malaria vaccines is 
expected to increase supply and make broad-
scale deployment across Africa possible.

The list includes around 
31 ministers, with key 
leaders such as Chief 
Minister, Deputy Chief 
Minister Udhayanidhi 
Stalin, Duraimurugan, KN 
Nehru, EV Velu, MRK 
Panneerselvam and 
Thangam Thennarasu 
retaining their respective 
constituencies

Tiruchy–
Thiruvananthapuram 
Intercity partially can-
celled on March 30
CHENNAI: The Tiruchy–
Thiruvananthapuram Intercity 
Superfast Express will be partially 
cancelled on March 30, with ser-
vices restricted between 
Tiruchirappalli and Tirunelveli, 
said a report by Daily Thanthi. 
Train No. 22627, scheduled to 
depart from Tiruchirappalli 
Junction at 7.15 a.m., will operate 
only up to Tirunelveli on the day.
In the return direction, Train No. 
22628, departing from 
Thiruvananthapuram Central at 
11.35 a.m., will be partially can-
c e l l e d  b e t w e e n 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Tirunelveli. Instead, the return 
service will originate from 
Tirunelveli at 2.30 p.m. and run up 
to Tiruchirappalli.

Tamil Nadu: 6.48 lakh 
seek voter enrolment; 
revised electoral roll 
on April 6

CHENNAI: Over 6.48 lakh applica-
tions have been received across 
Tamil Nadu for inclusion in the 
electoral roll during the revision 
window, with the updated consoli-
dated voters’ list set to be published 
on April 6, the last date for filing 
nominations, said a report by 
Maalaimalar.
The final electoral roll, published 
on February 23 following the 
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), 
recorded 5.67 crore voters in the 
State.In view of the election season, 
authorities allowed additional 
time for enrolment, accepting 
applications until March 26.

Minister Mano Thangaraj spreading fake news against PM, 
says plea; Madras High Court orders inquiry

CHENNAI: The Madras High 
Court has directed an inquiry into a 
complaint lodged by a BJP function-
ary against Minister Mano 
Thangaraj for allegedly disseminat-
ing false information about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The peti-
tion was filed by M Neethipandian, 
president of the BJP’s Legal Wing, 
Thoothukudi North District.The 
petitioner stated that he came across 
an objectionable Facebook post by 
State Milk and Dairy Development 
Minister Mano Thangaraj, which 
contained an allegedly fabricated 
and morphed video linking the 

Prime Minister to the ‘Epstein Files’.
Independent fact-checking organisa-
tions have categorically debunked 
these claims as 100 per cent fabricat-
ed, with no evidentiary basis what-
soever, the petitioner claimed. 
According to him, despite lodging a 
complaint with the Kovilpatti west 

police station against the minister, 
the police failed to register an FIR.
The complaint contained complete 
evidence, including a screenshot of 
the alleged video. Despite this, the 
police failed to register an FIR, he 
added. Hence, the petitioner moved 
the court seeking a direction to the 
Kovilpatti west police to take appro-
priate action against the minister. 
When the matter came up for hear-
ing, Justice AD Jagadish Chandira 
directed the complainant to appear 
before the Kovilpatti police station 
and ordered the police to conduct an 
inquiry into the complaint. 

COMMERCIAL LPG ALLOCATION RAISED 
TO 70%, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

CHENNAI: Amid the 
ongoing LPG crisis, the 
Union Government has 
increased the allocation 
of commercial LPG to 
70% of the pre-crisis 
level, up from the earlier 
reduced level of 20%. The 
enhanced allocation will 
be available only to those 
commercial and indus-
trial consumers who ful-
fil certain conditions laid 
down by the authorities. 
Officials said that con-
sumers must register 
with the respective Oil 
Marketing Companies, 
including Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited, 
Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited and 
Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited, to 
become eligible for the 
additional supply.

In addition, consumers 
are required to register 
with City Gas 
Distribution entities in 
their respective districts 
for Piped Natural Gas 
connections and indicate 

their willingness to 
switch to PNG.

Authorities have urged 
all commercial and 
industrial LPG consum-
ers to comply with these 
requirements in order to 
avail the benefit of the 
increased allocation.

Consumers seeking 
PNG connections may 
contact the respective 
City Gas Distribution 
companies operating in 
their districts. Torrent 
Gas covers Chennai, 
Tiruvallur and 

Nagapattinam districts 
and can be reached at 
1800-2125-6789. AG&P and 
Think Gas serve 
K a n c h e e p u r a m , 
C h e n g a l p a t t u , 
R a m a n a t h a p u r a m , 
Vellore, Ranipet and 
Tirupathur, and can be 
contacted at 1800-202-
2999. Adani Total Gas 
caters to Tiruppur, 
Cuddalore, Thiruvarur 
and Mayiladuthurai, 
with a helpline number 
of 079-47545252.

Indian Oil Corporation 

Limited operates in 
Coimbatore, Salem, 
D h a r m a p u r i , 
Krishnagiri, Madurai, 
Theni, Virudhunagar, 
K a n n i y a k u m a r i , 
T h o o t h u k u d i , 
Tirunelveli and Thenkasi 
districts and can be 
reached at 1800-180-7788. 
Mega Engineering serves 
T h i r u v a n n a m a l a i , 
V i l l u p u r a m , 
Kallakurichi, Ariyalur, 
P e r a m b a l u r , 
Pudukkottai, Sivagangai, 
Thanjavur, Dindigul and 
Karur, with toll-free 
number 1800-123-1803. 
IRM Energy covers 
Thiruchirapalli and 
Namakkal and can be 
contacted at 1800-891-
1310. Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited 
serves Erode and The 
Nilgiris, and can be 
reached at 1800-22-4344.

Officials said the toll-
free numbers would facil-
itate registration and 
provide further assis-
tance to consumers.
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It can be hard to pin down
what is guiding Donald
Trump a month into US and
Israel's programme of strikes
on Iran. But it is clear he has
an eye on the oil markets. A
word - or social media post -
from the US president about
his plans used to spark big
moves in prices, as investors
leaped on signs the conflict
could escalate or come to an
end. But in recent days,
traders appear to be growing
more sceptical about the
value of his comments. Oil
was trading at around $72
(£54) a barrel before 28
February, when the strikes
on Iran began. Last week it
peaked at $118 a barrel on 19
March and as of Friday after-
noon was sitting at just
below $112 - significantly up
from its pre-war price. Here
are some moments from the
last month where Trump
and the markets appear to
have bounced off each other -
with varying effects.
Jonathan Raymond, invest-
ment manager at Quilter
Cheviot, says energy prices
have become a proxy for
wider geopolitical and eco-
nomic risks, spiking when
Trump's language grows
aggressive and easing when
his rhetoric de-escalates. He
says markets are rightfully
sensitive to those signals,
given the big economic risks

that come with rising oil
prices. "Investors are trying
to price genuine uncertain-
ty," he says. "Markets can
look skittish or confused, but
what they're really doing is
managing event risk in real
time, with oil sitting right at
the centre of that." But it can
be difficult for investors to
figure out how to trade, espe-
cially since some of Trump's
comments seem aimed at
influencing oil prices, rather
than communicating policy,
says Brian Szytel at the
Bahnsen Group. "As they
say, the first casualty of war
is truth," he says. "I suspect
some of the rhetoric back-
and-forth around productive
talks, and the opposite, very
much are centred around
just moving the price of oil."
On Thursday, minutes after
US stock markets saw their
biggest drop since the start of
the Iran war, Trump said

talks with Iran were going
"very well" and he was delay-
ing military strikes on Iran's
energy infrastructure until
at least 6 April. But the oil
price continued to rise. Jane
Foley, head of FX strategy at
Rabobank, says market reac-
tions are "becoming more
muted" because of the "huge
gap" between Trump's reas-
surances and the lack of
acknowledgement from
Tehran. "Given the optics,
many investors can not see
an early end to the conflict
and markets remain anx-
ious." Russ Mould, invest-
ment director at AJ Bell,
says markets have also
become accustomed to
Trump "often changing tack
at signs of political or stock
market or economic trou-
ble". "There is a degree of
scepticism, or even down-
right cynicism, creeping in
at the edges," he says.

The CEO of Air Canada has
apologised after he was criti-
cised for not speaking French
in a condolence video mes-
sage he released after a colli-
sion at LaGuardia Airport
that killed two pilots. In a
statement, Michael Rousseau
said he was deeply saddened
that his inability to speak
French "diverted attention"
from the pilots' grieving fam-
ilies and Air Canada staff.
Rousseau said he was unable
to express himself "adequate-
ly" in French - an official lan-
guage in Canada, despite tak-
ing lessons over the years. He
has faced calls to resign for
failing to deliver his condo-
lences in both English and
French. One of the pilots who
died - Antoine Forest - is
French Canadian. Prime
Minister Mark Carney said
Rousseau's English-only mes-
sage showed "a lack of com-
passion", while Quebec's
Premier François Legault
said he believed Rousseau
should step down if he is
unable to speak French. In a
written statement, released
in both English and French

on Thursday, Rousseau
admitted that his French
remains weak "despite many
lessons over several years". "I
sincerely apologize for this,
but I am continuing my
efforts to improve," he said.
His statement did not
address the calls for him to
resign. Forest and the other
pilot, Mackenzie Gunther,
were killed when an Air
Canada plane operated by
Jazz Aviation collided with a
fire truck on Sunday night at
LaGuardia Airport in New
York shortly after landing.
The flight had come from
Montreal, Quebec. Dozens of
passengers were injured,
and four remain in hospital,
Air Canada said on
Wednesday. Shortly after the
accident, Rousseau released
a video statement on X
expressing "deepest sorrow
for everyone affected". The
message was delivered in
English, and the video
included subtitles in English
and French. The statement
caught the attention of
Canada's parliamentary
Committee on Official

Languages, which sum-
moned Rousseau to "explain
himself" before MPs on why
his message was released in
English only. Rousseau lives
in Montreal, but is an anglo-
phone. He has come under
fire in the past for his inabil-
ity to speak French, includ-
ing shortly after he was
appointed as CEO of Air
Canada in 2021. At the time,
Rousseau apologised and
committed to improving his
French. Air Canada began as
a federal public corporation
and has been private since
1988. It remains subject to
Canada's Official Languages
Act, however, and announce-
ments on board planes are
made in both English and
French. Investigators are
still working to determine
the circumstances that led up
to the fatal crash on Sunday.
Authorities on Tuesday
released details from the final
three minutes of cockpit
voice recordings and tower
communications, including
that controllers had cleared
both the plane and a fire
truck to cross the runway. 

Hyderabad, March 28, 2026:
Bringing together devotion,
culture, and community
spirit, ASBL successfully
hosted a magnificent
Srirama Navami Kalyanam
Mahotsavam on the
evening at ASBL RTC X
Roads. Spearheaded by
ASBL Founder and CEO,
Mr. Ajitesh Korupolu, the
event was designed as an
immersive spiritual experi-
ence that left attendees
deeply moved.
From the sacredness of the
Sita Rama Kalyanam to the
beauty of the cultural per-
formances, every part of
the evening made the cele-
bration of Lord Rama feel
alive and memorable.
ASBL Founder and CEO,
Mr. Ajitesh Korupolu,
expressed his joy over the
celebrations. "We are
incredibly happy to cele-
brate the Rama Navami fes-
tivities so grandly," he said.
"Celebrating traditional
festivals collectively like
this fosters a strong sense

of community among our
residents. We look forward
to hosting many more such
vibrant celebrations in our
communities in the
future.”
The evening commenced
with traditional lamp light-
ing and Vedic chants, set-
ting a deeply reverent tone
for the festivities. A major
highlight of the gathering
was an ambitious and his-
toric attempt to write over

one crore Rama Namas, a
profound initiative that
stood as a testament to the
love and faith the devotees
hold for Lord Rama.
Adding to the spiritual
atmosphere, a captivating
15-minute Sita Swayamwar
act from the Ramayana was
performed, beautifully
bringing the beloved epic to
life on stage.
The cultural richness of the
celebration was further

enhanced by a graceful
Kuchipudi performance by
Nritya Priya, complement-
ed by soulful musical rendi-
tions from the students of
Ramachari Garu. As the
night progressed, the ener-
gy of the crowd peaked dur-
ing interactive Bhajan
Jamming sessions.
Renowned playback singer
Sunitha Upadrashta and
her team also took the
stage, elevating the spiritu-

al aura with a deeply emo-
tional and melodic devo-
tional performance.
Following the kalyanam,
attendees participated in
the Darshan, receiving
blessings and partaking
fully in the spiritual joy of
the occasion. The grand
event was graced by several
prominent personalities,
including Suma Kanakala,
Aishwarya Rajesh, Lasya
Manjunath, Gali
Maheshwari, Siva Jyothi,
Himaja Mallireddy,
Vishnupriya, Pooja
Vegesna, Nikhil
Vijayendra Simha, and
Alekhya Harika, who
joined the devotees in the
celebrations.
Ultimately, the Srirama
Navami Kalyanam
Mahotsavam stood out for
its seamless blend of sacred
rituals, classical arts, visu-
al spectacles, and a record-
breaking attempt rooted in
pure faith, making it a truly
unforgettable evening for
everyone present.

India’s Biggest Student-Led
Hackathon SRM University-
AP, Amaravati, marked a
significant milestone in stu-
dent-driven innovation with
the official inauguration of
the Singularity Student
Advanced Lab, followed by
the launch of MISSION:
Schrödinger’s Cat, a 36-hour
national-level hackathon.
The landmark occasion
underscores the universi-
ty’s commitment to foster-
ing cutting-edge research,
interdisciplinary collabora-
tion, and experiential learn-
ing. The inauguration cere-
mony was graced by Chief
Guest Mr Rambabu
Vasupilli, Founder and CEO
of NCPL, along with Prof.
Ch. Satish Kumar, Vice
Chancellor; Prof. C V Tomy,
Dean – School of
Engineering and Applied
Sciences (SEAS); Dr Murali
Krishna Enduri, Founding
Faculty Advisor of the Lab
and HoD-CSE; Dr Priyanka,
Associate HoD-CSE and
Faculty Advisor of the Lab;
and Mr Pankaj Belwariar,
Director-Communications.
The lab is led by student
innovators Jayanth
Ramakrishnan and

Parvendan Rangasamy
from the Department of
Computer Science and
Engineering. The
Singularity Student
Advanced Lab has been
established as a dynamic,
student-led innovation hub
focused on emerging tech-
nologies such as artificial
intelligence, quantum com-
puting, cybersecurity, robot-
ics, blockchain, and AR/VR.
Designed to bridge the gap
between theory and real-
world application, the lab
enables students to engage
in research-driven learning,
prototype development, and
collaborative problem-solv-
ing. In a short span, the lab
has demonstrated remark-
able achievements, includ-

ing international conference
presentations, multiple
hackathon victories, and
patent filings—reflecting its
growing impact in the inno-
vation ecosystem.
Delivering the inaugural
address, Dr Priyanka
described the lab as a power-
ful platform that empowers
students to explore
advanced technological
domains through interdisci-
plinary collaboration. She
highlighted its vision of nur-
turing innovation and com-
mended the student leader-
ship for building a vibrant
ecosystem that encourages
experimentation and creativ-
ity. Chief Guest Rambabu
Vasupilli congratulated the
team on the successful launch

of the lab and acknowledged
the growing momentum of
student innovation at the uni-
versity. He encouraged stu-
dents to actively engage in
such platforms, emphasising
that participation and persist-
ence are key drivers of long-
term success. Vice
Chancellor Prof. 
Ch. Satish Kumar highlight-
ed the rapid growth of SRM
University-AP, Amaravati, as
a multidisciplinary institu-
tion and lauded the establish-
ment of the lab as a signifi-
cant step towards strengthen-
ing research and innovation
culture. He remarked that
such initiatives not only
enhance technical capabili-
ties but also foster creativity,
collaboration, and problem-
solving skills. Prof. C. V.
Tomy emphasised the
importance of institutional
support in enabling such ini-
tiatives, noting that the uni-
versity provides an environ-
ment where student-led
ideas can flourish. He appre-
ciated the efforts of the lab
team in conceptualising and
establishing a platform of
this scale, reinforcing the
institution’s commitment to
experiential learning. 

Mumbai: The rupee
slumped by a massive 89
paise to close at a historic
low of 94.85 against the US
dollar on Friday, March 27,
as concerns of higher crude
oil prices weighed heavily
on the currency and overall
macroeconomic outlook.
Forex traders said the
rupee is succumbing to the
pressure exerted by contin-
ued sales by foreign
investors and a stronger
greenback amid uncertain-
ties over the West Asia con-
flict.
Sustained dollar demand
and energy-led inflation
risks are keeping the rupee
under stress, they said,
adding that bias remains
weak unless crude prices
show a meaningful correc-
tion. At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the rupee
opened at 94.18 and
breached the 94.50-mark for
the first time. The domestic
unit settled for the day at
94.85 against the US dollar,
down 89 paise from its pre-
vious close.
The rupee had slumped 20
paise to close at a record
low of 93.96 against the US
dollar on Wednesday.
Stock, forex, commodity,
and bullion markets
remained closed on

Thursday on account of
Ram Navami. Rupee contin-
ued its sharp weakness, as
rising crude prices intensi-
fy pressure on India’s
import bill. The concern of
higher crude for a pro-
longed period is weighing
heavily on the currency and
overall macro outlook, said
Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst –
Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities.
“Sustained dollar demand
and energy-led inflation
risks are keeping the rupee
under stress. Technically,
94.00 now acts as key resist-
ance, while the next crucial

support is seen near 95.00.
Bias remains weak unless
crude prices show a mean-
ingful correction,” Trivedi
added. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.04
per cent higher at 99.94.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was trading at
USD 110.92 per barrel, up
2.69 per cent, in futures
trade.
On the domestic equity
market front, the Sensex
crashed 1,690.23 points, or
2.25 per cent, to 73,583.22
points, while the Nifty fell

486.85 points, or 2.09 per
cent, to 22,819.60. Foreign
institutional investors sold
equities worth Rs 4,367.30
crore on a net basis on
Friday, according to
exchange data.
India’s forex reserves
dropped by USD 11.413 bil-
lion to USD 698.346 billion
during the week ended
March 20 due to a sharp
decrease in gold reserves,
the RBI said on Friday.
In the previous reporting
week, the overall reserves
had dropped USD 7.052 bil-
lion to USD 709.759 billion.
The Centre is planning to
mobilise Rs 8 lakh crore

through dated securities
during the April-September
period of 2026-27 to fund the
revenue gap, the finance
ministry said on Friday.
Gross Market Borrowings
in BE 2026-27 were Rs 17.20
lakh crore. Since the Budget
presentation, switches of G-
Sec were conducted, reduc-
ing Gross Market borrow-
ing to Rs 16.09 lakh crore, it
said. Forex traders said
the rupee is succumbing to
the pressure exerted by
continued sales by foreign
investors and a stronger
greenback amid uncertain-
ties over the West Asia
conflict. 

Hyderabad, 28th March 2026:
Farmer-led regenerative food
brand Two Brothers Organic
Farms (Two Brothers) offi-
cially launched its range of
clean, traditionally crafted
food products at a special
brand event held on
Saturday, 28th March 2026, at
the Ratnadeep store on Road
12, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad.
The launch was marked by
the presence of actress Siri
Hanumanthu, adding to the
brand’s effort to bring togeth-
er conscious food choices and
a growing cultural shift
towards mindful living. The
event also saw the presence
of Ajinkya Hange, Co-
founder of the brand, who
engaged with attendees and
shared the philosophy
behind Two Brothers’ farm-
first approach to food. As part
of the launch event, con-
sumers got an opportunity to
explore a curated showcase
of Two Brothers’ best-selling
products and experience the
brand’s clean-label philoso-
phy firsthand. Guests also
enjoyed popcorn drizzled
with Two Brothers A2
Cultured Ghee, offering a

simple yet memorable way to
experience one of the brand’s
signature products. The
showcased range included
favourites such as A2 Gir
Cow Cultured Ghee, Khapli
(Emmer) Wheat Atta, Cold
Pressed Oils, and Chemical-
Free Jaggery, products that
have gained popularity for
their purity, traceability, and
adherence to traditional
processes. Founded by farm-
ers and brothers, Two
Brothers is rooted in a larger
mission, to fix the broken

food system by reconnecting
consumers with the source of
their food. The brand works
closely with indigenous
seeds, promotes regenerative
agriculture, and revives for-
gotten grains like khapli,
ensuring that nutrition, soil
health, and farmer liveli-
hoods are restored together.
“At Two Brothers Organic
Farms, we believe that good
food begins at the farm. Our
focus is on bringing back her-
itage grains, traditional
recipes, and clean-label prod-

ucts that are honest, trace-
able, and nourishing. We are
excited to bring our products
to Hyderabad and look for-
ward to building stronger
connections with consumers
here,” said Satyajit Hange,
Co-founder. “We were truly
excited to launch in
Hyderabad and connect with
a community that values
mindful and clean eating.
Interacting directly with con-
sumers and understanding
their feedback is an impor-
tant part of our journey as
farmers and food producers,”
added Ajinkya Hange, Co-
founder. With this launch,
Two Brothers Organic
Farms’ products are now
available across all
Ratnadeep stores in
Hyderabad, as well as in two
Ratnadeep stores in
Bengaluru, making the
brand’s clean products more
accessible to conscious con-
sumers while continuing to
build awareness around
mindful eating and sustain-
able food systems.
Consumers can now visit
Ratnadeep stores to discover
and shop the range firsthand.

The rupee
slumped by a massive
89 paise to close at a
historic low of 94.85
against the US dollar
onn Friday, March 27,
as concerns of higher
crude oil prices
weighed heavily on
the currency and
overalll macroeco-
nomic outlook. 

Highlights



10HYDERABAD
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026                                  

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

World

Missile and drone strikes
continue across the Middle
East as Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Iran, Lebanon, Kuwait and
Israel all report attacks
overnight. In the backdrop to
the conflict, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky has signed a deal
with Saudi Arabia to share
its drone defence expertise
and technology. Ukraine's
president has also met with
military leaders in the UAE,
before landing today in
Qatar. He says Saudi Arabia
is facing the same type of bal-
listic missile and drone
attacks from Iran that
Ukraine had been resisting
for more than four years
from Russia. Several
Ukrainian drone companies
tell the BBC they have been
approached by Gulf states for
help. "We are ready to share
our expertise and systems
with Saudi Arabia and to
work together to strengthen
the protection of lives,"
Zelensky says. We're now
seeing reports that Iran has

destroyed a Ukrainian air
defence depot in Dubai, Kyiv
denies this. In our next few
posts we'll shift our attention
to this development - stay
with us.  The United Arab
Emirates (UAE) has inter-
cepted 20 ballistic missiles
and 37 drones, its defence
ministry says. It adds the
country's air defences have
now intercepted 398 ballistic
missiles, 15 cruise missiles
and 1,872 drones since the

start of "the blatant Iranian
attacks". The defence min-
istry says attacks have led to
11 deaths, including two
members of the armed forces
as well as a Moroccan civil-
ian contracted by the armed
forces. As we reported earli-
er, five people were injured
after a missile was intercept-
ed in Abu Dhabi - the capital
of the UAE. It was always
expected that Yemen’s
Houthis would join this war

if it dragged on. Their ties to
Iran don't run as deep as
Lebanon's Hezbollah. But if
Tehran asked for assistance,
they couldn't say no to an ally
which has armed and trained
their forces in recent years.
The Houthis, who hold sway
in north west Yemen, have so
far not wielded their most
potent weapon – their ability
to disrupt traffic through Bab
al-Mandeb, the maritime
chokepoint linking the Red

Sea to global trade routes.
Opening up this front would
pose risks for the Houthis
too. Bab al-Mandeb is now
the main route for neigh-
bouring Saudi Arabia’s oil
exports and the kingdom is
the main backer of the
Houthis’ rivals in southern
Yemen. But the Houthis see
themselves as a pivotal play-
er in what Iran and its allies
call their "axis of resistance"
against Israel and the US.
Their attacks on Red Sea
shipping from 2023 to 2025
put them on the world stage.
Air strikes by the US, UK and
other countries inflicted
damage on their forces but
also sparked even greater
defiance. Turkey's foreign
minister has reaffirmed the
country's readiness to play a
"constructive role" in resolv-
ing the Middle East war, the
Iranian foreign ministry
says. It says that the foreign
ministers for Turkey and
Iran held a phone call in
which Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi

thanked his counterpart for
Ankara's efforts to try and
end the war so far. Turkey
has been one of the nations
pursuing diplomatic meth-
ods to end the conflict.
Earlier, Pakistan said that
Turkey - alongside Saudia
Arabia and Egypt - would
attend talks on de-escalation
in Islamabad on Monday.
Turkey has a delicate path to
tread in this conflict - as a
Nato member but also a
neighbour of Iran, sharing a
more than 300-mile border.
Iran's military says it has tar-
geted a US support boat near
an Oman port. A logistics
vessel was targeted "a consid-
erable distance" from the
port of Salalah, says the
Tasnim News Agency, which
is linked to the IRGC (Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps).
It comes after two drones tar-
geted the port in the south of
Oman, injuring a foreign
worker. Yemen's Iran-backed
Houthis have launched a
missile at Israel for the first
time in the month-long war. 

A majority of the American
public, polls suggest, have
been against the ongoing US-
Israeli military campaign in
Iran from the day it started.
Republicans, however, have
largely stuck by their presi-
dent as the war approaches
the end of its fourth week.
But that may be changing. At
the annual Conservative
Political Action Conference
(CPAC) in Texas, some of the
party faithful expressed con-
cern about why the US start-
ed this war, how Donald
Trump is going to end it and
whether the effort has been
worth the costs. "I just wish
that there was more trans-
parency on why we're doing
what we're doing, that way
you could send your loved
one overseas and be OK with
that," said Samantha Cassell.
"I hope it comes to an end
quick, because it's the cost of
living, the oil and gas, the

prices are only going to keep
going up." Cassell, who lives
in Dallas, and her friend Joe
Bolick were attending their
first CPAC conference. He
also had his doubts about the
war. "I don't see an endgame
yet," he said. "What are we
actually trying to achieve? Is
it true regime change? What
does that look like? Who to
replace them? I think we
kind of got ourselves stuck."
CPAC has been welcoming
ground for Trump for a

decade, shifting from a liber-
tarian-leaning gathering to
one dominated by Make
America Great Again loyal-
ists. The conservative confer-
ence has traditionally been
held just outside Washington
DC, but this year it moved to
a sprawling hotel complex
near Dallas, Texas. The
atmosphere at this year's con-
ference was similar to the
past. A cavernous main audi-
torium offered days full of
panels and speakers. A floor

below, the exhibit hall fea-
tured plenty of conservative
kitsch – a bus with the presi-
dent's face on it, Trump 2028
T-shirts and glasses com-
memorating the 2024
attempted assassination of
Trump with "bulletproof"
written on it and a faux bullet
embedded in its side. Some
things were different, howev-
er. Even more than a thou-
sand miles from Washington
DC, the war in Iran was a
common topic of conversa-
tion. And if there has been a
recurring theme among the
dozens of people interviewed
by the BBC, it is that the con-
flict is creating a genera-
tional divide within conser-
vative ranks. Toby Blair, a
19-year-old college student at
the University of South
Florida, travelled to Dallas
for CPAC with his friend
Shashank Yalamanchi, a
first-year law student. 

The United Nations
General Assembly this
week overwhelmingly
backed a resolution declar-
ing the transatlantic slave
trade "the gravest crime
against humanity".
Welcoming the vote, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said that the
wealth of many Western
nations was "built on stolen
lives and stolen labour".
Noting the "barbaric pun-
ishments that maintained
control - from shackles and
iron collars to flogging and
sexual violence", he said it
"was not simply forced
labour". "It was a machin-
ery of mass exploitation
and deliberate dehumanisa-
tion of men, women and

children. The wounds run
deep and often go unrecog-
nised." The resolution,
backed by African and
Caribbean countries, is not
legally binding but analysts
say it sends a powerful mes-
sage. "It is already a huge
and significant step in polit-
ical terms to have this

debate at the UN, even
when it has a more symbol-
ic value," Almaz Teffera, a
senior researcher on
racism at Human Rights
Watch, told the BBC. She
says it could increase the
chance of progress on dis-
cussions about reparations,
or some form of compensa-

tion. The resolution was
adopted by 123 votes to
three, while 52 countries
abstained, including the
United Kingdom and EU
member states. The United
States, Argentina and Israel
voted against it. Dr Erieka
Bennett, who leads the
Ghana-based Diaspora
African Forum, told the BBC
the vote had a personal
meaning for the descendants
of people who were enslaved,
like her. ''It means that I'm
acknowledged, it means that
my ancestor finally rests.
For me personally as an
African American I'm over-
whelmed - until you've been
a part of what happened, it's
very difficult to understand
what this really means." 

Nearly six months after a
fragile ceasefire came into
force in Gaza, Palestinians
in this war-torn territory
are still struggling. In the
markets, there are again
shortages of some goods
and rising prices – with
merchants saying supplies
brought in from Israel
have been disrupted by the
new war in the region.
"What does the war
between Iran and Israel
have to do with us? Prices
have doubled here. Goods
aren't coming in like
before," says a shopper,
Hassan Faqawi, despair-
ingly. "In this situation,
the whole world is focused
on Iran, America and
Israel, and Gaza is forgot-
ten." While world attention
has turned to the Iran war,
there is increasing uncer-
tainty about what happens
in Gaza at a crucial stage
in President Trump's 20-
point peace plan, which
halted the fighting in
October last year. In the
past week at the UN
Security Council, the High
Representative for Gaza on
the US-led Board of Peace,
Nickolay Mladenov, laid
out a detailed plan for
Palestinian armed groups
to decommission their
weapons - linking compli-
ance to the start of recon-

struction. But a
Palestinian official famil-
iar with Hamas affairs told
the BBC it was likely that
Hamas, whose October
2023 attack on Israel trig-
gered the war, would reject
the proposals. That raises
the prospect of a return to
a full-force military offen-
sive with Israel's prime
minister demanding that
Hamas disarms "either the
easy way or the hard way."
Although the Trump plan
pledged the immediate
resumption of "full aid" to
Gaza, with rehabilitation
of essential infrastructure
- for water, sewage and
electricity - as well as the
equipment needed to clear
rubble, humanitarian
agencies say much more
needs to be done.
Reconstruction materials
are not yet allowed by
Israel to enter, on the
grounds that they could be
used by Hamas to build
tunnels and weaponry.
"You know a huge amount
of our effort is spent nego-
tiating for the smallest
crumbs, like a crossing to
reopen or a few litres of
fuel. So, progress towards
recovery is limited and
almost not there, really,"
says Bushra Khalidi,
Policy Lead for Oxfam,
based in Ramallah. 

Nepal's former prime min-
ister KP Sharma Oli has
been taken to hospital fol-
lowing his arrest over his
alleged involvement in a
deadly crackdown on
protests last year. Oli was
admitted to a clinic in
Kathmandu as a part of
routine police procedure
soon after his arrest at his
home early on Saturday
morning, officials say.
More than 70 people were
killed, many of them pro-
testers shot by police, dur-
ing an uprising in
September - which was
sparked by a social media
ban but fuelled by anger
over corruption and eco-
nomic conditions. Ex-home
minister Ramesh Lekhak
was also arrested on
Saturday, after a panel
appointed to investigate
the unrest recommended
the pair be prosecuted for
criminal negligence. Oli
was admitted to hospital
pending results from med-
ical tests and given his age
and medical history of two
kidney transplants, the
hospital's information
office told BBC Nepali. The
arrests come a day after the
nation's new prime minis-
ter, 35-year-old rapper-
turned-politician Balen
Shah, was sworn in follow-
ing an election triggered by

the crisis. "They were
arrested this morning and
the process will move for-
ward according to the law,"
Kathmandu Valley police
spokesman Om Adhikari
told newswire Agence
France-Presse. Oli, 74, and
Lekhak, 62, have not been
charged. Oli has previous-
ly rejected the findings of
the commission, which
also recommended the
arrest of former police
chief Chandra Kuber
Khapung, telling the
Annapurna Post they were
"character assassination
and hate politics". His
lawyers told Reuters his
detention was unwarrant-
ed at this point in the inves-
tigation. "It is illegal and
improper because there is
no risk of him fleeing or
avoiding questioning," he
said. Supporters of Oli's
CPN-UML party have
begun protests in
Kathmandu after the
party's secretariat decided
to launch nationwide
demonstrations. On
Instagram, new Home
Minister Sudan Gurung,
who was a key figure in the
protests, welcomed the
arrests. "No one is above
the law... This is not
revenge against anyone,
just the beginning of jus-
tice," he wrote.

Republicans in the US
House of Representatives
have rejected a bipartisan
deal to reopen the
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and instead
approved a different plan,
prolonging the shutdown
that has caused huge
delays at airports. Their
Senate colleagues backed a
bill that would have
reopened most of DHS but
excluded funding for immi-

gration agencies to garner
support from Democrats.
House Republican leaders
rejected this, with Speaker
Mike Johnson labelling the
Senate bill a "joke". TSA
agents, who manage US
airport security, have not
been paid in more than a
month due to the impasse.
Congress is now heading
on a two-week break.
House Republicans are
demanding that the legisla-
tion includes money for
immigration enforcement,
and their plan would mean
funding DHS at current
levels - including for
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) - for 60
days. "Republicans are not
going to be any part of any
effort to reopen our bor-
ders or to stop immigration
enforcement.

The president of the
Maldives has formally told
the UK that it does not
recognise the deal to hand
over the Chagos Islands to
Mauritius. President
Mohamed Muizzu's office
told the BBC the Maldives
had expressed its opposi-
tion to the "deeply concern-
ing" deal in two written
objections and a phone call
with Deputy Prime

Minister David Lammy.
The nation of tropical
islands in the Indian Ocean
is asserting sovereignty
over the Chagos Islands
and is threatening interna-
tional legal action to press
its claim. UK Foreign
Office minister Stephen
Doughty has said the sov-
ereignty of the Chagos
Islands is a matter for
Britain and Mauritius.

Golf legend Tiger Woods
has been released on bail
following his arrest on
charges of driving under
the influence after rolling
his car in a crash in
Florida. The Martin
County Sheriff's Office said
the 15-time major champi-
on was also charged with
property damage and
refusal to submit to a law-
ful test. Woods, 50, rolled
his Land Rover after clip-
ping a truck in Jupiter
Island on Friday afternoon,
according to Sheriff John
Budensiek, who said offi-
cers had not suspected him
of impairment by alcohol
but possibly by an
unknown substance.
Woods, who had to crawl
out of the passenger door,

passed a breathalyser test
after the crash before refus-
ing a urine test. No-one was
injured. He was kept in jail
for eight hours - the mini-
mum allowed under state
law - before being released
on bail. Budensiek said the
crash happened after
Woods allegedly attempted
to overtake a pressure
cleaner truck at a "high
rate of speed". DUI investi-
gators came to the scene
and "Mr Woods did exem-
plify signs of impairment",
Budensiek said. "They did
several tests on him,"
Budensiek said. "He did
explain the injuries and
surgeries that he's had and
we did take that into
account, but they did some
in-depth roadside tests." 

'Memory of a generation': China mourns the sudden death of a controversial education influencer
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Indian cricket team all-
rounder Hardik Pandya
won hearts with a brilliant
gesture towards the ground
staff at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. The
Mumbai Indians captain
spent a significant amount
of time at the ground dur-
ing his preparation for the
T20 World Cup, during
which he promised to
reward the ground staff
upon his return from the
competition. Hardik kept
his word, rewarding the
MCA ground staff on
Thursday and acknowledg-
ing their role in helping
him train. Hardik enjoyed
a stellar run of form, play-
ing a major role in guiding
the Indian cricket team to
the 2026 T20 World Cup
title. Earlier, legendary
India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin stat-
ed that Mumbai Indians
(MI) should make
Suryakumar Yadav the
captain of the franchise,
ahead of Hardik Pandya.
He was India's vice-captain
in white-ball cricket when

he took over MI's captaincy
in 2024 from Rohit Sharma.
However, now not only is
Pandya no longer in any
captaincy role in interna-
tional cricket, but
Suryakumar is also India's
current T20I captain and
recently led them to the T20
World Cup 2026 title.
Ashwin said that it is "con-

cerning" that MI have yet
to make Suryakumar their
permanent captain.
"Suryakumar Yadav being
the captain of the Mumbai
Indians is a no-brainer.
Usko captaincy dena hi
chahiye (He should defi-
nitely be the captain). And
the fact that it isn't happen-
ing, I'm sure, is a bit of a

concern," Ashwin said,
speaking on his Hindi
YouTube channel 'Ash ki
Baat'. Ashwin, however,
acknowledged Pandya's
captaincy credentials and
reflected on his struggles
as MI captain. "We should
also look at Hardik's cap-
taincy credentials. Hardik
Pandya, as the Gujarat

Titans captain, won a title
in his first season, and the
team was the runner-up in
the second. "When he came
to Mumbai, the expectation
was that he would be the
captain and continue that
trend. However, his first
year was spent just dealing
with the Rohit Sharma
saga," Ashwin said.

With huge expectations on
their shoulders, Lucknow
Super Giants step into the
new season of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) with a
fresh sense of purpose,
determined to shake off the
inconsistency of the past
two years. Under Rishabh
Pant's captaincy, the fran-
chise is banking on a mix of
youthful energy and sea-
soned performers to reignite
their playoff ambitions. The
batting unit looks balanced,
with Pant expected to
anchor at No. 3 while
Nicholas Pooran, Aiden
Markram, and Mitchell
Marsh provide explosive
top-order options. Bowling
remains the key area of con-
cern after last season's
struggles with economy
rates. The inclusion of
Anrich Nortje and
Mohammad Shami along-
side Mohsin Khan promises
sharper pace options, while
Wanindu Hasaranga's spin
offers control in the middle
overs. But, the likes of
Nortje and Shami have

proven to be quite costly in
the IPL, in recent times. The
two veterans, hence, need to
reinvent themselves if they
are to become match-win-
ners for the Lucknow fran-
chise. The fitness of fit-again
Mayank Yadav would also
be key to the team's ambi-
tions this season. With
Pant's aggressive leadership

style and a squad that blends
flair with experience,
Lucknow have the ingredi-
ents to mount a serious chal-
lenge. The question is
whether they can finally
convert potential into silver-
ware and deliver a break-
through campaign for their
loyal Ekana Stadium sup-
porters.

Former Pakistan spinner
Mushtaq Ahmed found
himself in the headlines
for all the wrong reasons
after publicly embarrass-
ing former England pacer
Dominic Cork during the
ongoing Pakistan Super
League (PSL). During the
build-up to the game,
Mushtaq took a cheeky dig
at Cork by saying that he
got the former England
international out on multi-
ple occasions during their
playing careers. Cork was
taken aback by the sudden
taunt and, despite trying to
change the topic, Mushtaq
kept repeating the same
claim. Social media users
were not happy with how
the ex-Pakistan cricketer
behaved with his co-expert
and said that there was no
need for such behaviour.

Mushtaq was also criti-
cised for lacking “basic
manners” by some users. A
look at the conversation
between Mushtaq Ahmed
and Dominic Cork - Cork:
You were a genius, turned
the ball both ways. Adam

Zampa is behind us. What
would you be telling him
about bowling on this sur-
face? Mushtaq: Before I tell
Zampa something, let me
tell you something. How
many times have you been
in my pocket? Test match-

es, ODIs, and first-class
matches. You remember
that? I have got a great
memory, let me tell you
that. Cork: Mushy, you got
me out once. Mushtaq: I
think many times. Cork:
But I couldn't bat. Don't
worry about getting me
out. Get that top order out.
Mushtaq: I think you're
being modest here, Dom.
You used to play for
England as an all-rounder.
Cork: Less about me, more
about this surface. I want
to know about Adam
Zampa. Cord played 37
Tests and 32 ODIs for
England where he took 172
wickets. Meanwhile,
Mushtaq was one of the
celebrated spinners of
Pakistan who took more
than 300 wickets in 52
Tests and 144 ODIs.

Injuries to players have
badly hit Indian Premier
League franchises ahead of
the 2026 season. Australian
pacers Mitchell Starc, Pat
Cummins and Josh
Hazlewood are the major
absentees. All the players
are set to miss at least the
initial phase of the edition.
While Hazlewood has
already joined Royal
Challengers Bengaluru,
Cummins has also shared
an update on his fitness. As
per SRH head coach Daniel
Vettori, a call on Cummins'
availability will be taken in
about 10 to 12 days. Amid all
this, the case of Starc is quite
different. The date of Starc's
return is still unknown,
with Delhi Capitals still
waiting for a green signal
from Cricket Australia. On
Saturday, a fan blasted Starc
on a social media post
regarding his unavailability
and received a response
from Starc's wife and former
Australia player Alyssa
Healy. In the post, Starc was

seen standing with Healy
and some other athletes on a
golf course. "This is so
unfair to us Delhi Capitals
fan that Hazelwood and
Cummins despite being
injured will be available for
their teams but you wont
be," commented a fan. To
this, Healy said, "Probably
cause he's injured mate...if
he can't bowl how's he sup-
posed to play?!" She added,
"If he was fully fit he'd be
there." Delhi Capitals had
structured their bowling
attack around Starc's pace
and new-ball threat, but
this has forced them to
rethink. Banking on a mix
of familiar players and
fresh recruits, Delhi
Capitals look stronger than
ever to end their long wait
for an IPL title. Despite a
strong start last year by
winning their first four
matches, DC faltered in the
second half of the campaign
and finished fifth to miss
out on the playoffs for the
fourth successive time. 

The IPL 2026 has many
teams missing their top
players. The problem has
been particularly acute for
those reliant on Australian
pacers. Josh Hazlewood,
Mitchell Starc and Pat
Cummins are all missing
the initial phase of their
respective franchises' cam-
paigns. There have been
calls to deduct salaries from
the players. In the midst of
this, Starc has spoken out to
clarify his circumstances
and counter the false reports
circulating in the media.
Starc, who is contracted to
play for Delhi Capitals, has
been sidelined with shoul-
der and elbow injuries-an
issue he only fully under-
stood after the Australian
summer. His absence from
the team's early matches has
fuelled rumours and harsh

judgments from fans and the
media alike, with some
questioning his commit-
ment and whether he was
prioritising the IPL. In a
candid yet straightforward
statement, Starc expressed
frustration with the narra-
tives being spread about his
fitness and availability.
"Despite the opinions and
views of certain individuals

with their platforms in and
through the Indian media,
I'm currently rehabbing and
managing an injury in my
shoulder and elbow, the
extent of which I didn't
know during the Australian
summer. These individuals
have made some strong
statements around involve-
ment in the IPL and provid-
ed heavily misinformed

opinions of players,
preached them as facts, and
claimed to know my body
better than me. "With that
said, I do acknowledge this
injury setback and that the
timing is disruptive to the
Delhi team, and I apologise
for that and to the fans for
not being available for the
early part of this season. I
remain committed to join-
ing DC, am in continual
communication with the
team, and will continue to
do what I can to be available
for DC as soon as possible,"
Starc wrote in a statement
shared on his Instagram
story. On Friday, a fan criti-
cised Starc in a social media
post about his unavailabili-
ty and was met with a
response from Alyssa Healy,
Starc's wife and a former
Australian player. 

Yograj Singh, father of leg-
endary Indian cricket team
all-rounder Yuvraj Singh,
sparked a major controversy
after making a sexist remark
while talking about retire-
ments of certain players.
Yograj said that it is mainly
because of women and kids
that some players decide to
retire from cricket. He point-
ed out that fitness has noth-
ing to do with retirement and
claimed that women should
not come in between a player
and his career. “I have seen
people in India going, 'we are
getting old after turning 40'.
Women go out of shape when
they turn 30, saying our kids
have grown up. What can we
do? I started this regimen in
my gym, where I am a direc-
tor, and I consciously decid-
ed to bring the senior citi-
zens into shape. How can one
relate playing the game to

the age?” Yograj told
InsideSport. "You know
what happens: your ladies of
the house, your wives, they
start coaching you, telling
you it's time to retire, time to
look after the family, the
kids. So I believe women
should not come in between
the legendary prospect of an
athlete, fakir aur player yeh
dono ka koi dharam nahi
hai, warg nahi hai (Noble
men and players don't have

any religion), they belong to
God. As long as they live,
they can do a lot of things,"
he added. Earlier, Yograj
slammed any critic who was
calling for Dhoni's retire-
ment and claimed that the
ex-India captain should play
for another decade consider-
ing his fitness levels. He said
that Dhoni has proven his fit-
ness and even praised him
for maintaining his dedica-
tion and discipline.

ercedes driver Kimi
Antonelli took the
pole for Sunday's

Formula 1 Japanese Grand
Prix, just two weeks after he
led qualifying and won the
first race of his career in
China. Antonelli's top quali-
fying time Saturday was 1
minute, 28.778 seconds on
the 5.8-kilometer Suzuka
circuit. Teammate George
Russell will start alongside
him. Russell won in
Australia in the first race of
the season and also took the
pole, the start of Mercedes'
early dominance in 2026.
McLaren's Oscar Piastri,
who has yet to start a race
this season, will start along-
side Charles Leclerc of

Ferrari in the second row,
and Lando Norris of
McLaren starts on row
three next to Lewis
Hamilton of Ferrari.. Two
weeks ago in China, neither
McLaren car took part in
the race because of electri-
cal problems. And in
Australia, Piastri sat out
after crashing his car before
the race even started. Four-
time champion Max
Verstappen of Red Bull will
start 11th after struggling
and complaining on his
radio about his car. “I think
there is something wrong
with the car, mate. It was
completely undrivable,” he
said. Saturday's qualifying
was run on a sunny spring

day with the same predicted
for Sunday.Mercedes driver
Kimi Antonelli took the
pole for Sunday's Formula 1
Japanese Grand Prix, just
two weeks after he led qual-
ifying and won the first race
of his career in China. A
despondent Max
Verstappen labelled his Red
Bull car "undriveable" after
the four-time world champi-
on qualified a lowly 11th for
Sunday's Japanese Grand
Prix. The Dutchman, who
has won at Suzuka for the
past four years, dropped out
in Q2 in another qualifying
nightmare to compound a
difficult start to the season.
He crashed out in Q3 in the
season-opener in Australia

and has consistently railed
against new Formula One
regulations that see a 50-50
split between conventional
and electrical power. "The
car never turns mid-corner,
but at the same time this
weekend, it's just oversteer-
ing a lot on entry. It's really
difficult, unpredictable,"
Verstappen, who took pole
last year with a track-
record lap time, told Sky
Sports F1. "We thought we'd
fixed it a little bit in FP3
(third practice), I mean
there was still a lot of under-
steer in the car, but now in
qualifying for me it was
again undriveable, so that's
something that we need to
look at."

World number two Jannik
Sinner of Italy stretched his
win streak over fourth-
ranked Alexander Zverev to
seven matches on Friday,
advancing to a Miami Open
men's final against Czech Jiri
Lehecka. The 24-year-old
Italian fired 15 aces in beat-
ing Germany's Zverev 6-3, 7-6
(7/4) after an hour and 53
minutes -- boosting his streak
of consecutive sets won at the
elite Masters 1000 level to 32.
Sinner is trying to become
the first man since Roger
Federer in 2017 to complete
the "Sunshine Double" by
winning titles at Indian Wells
and Miami in the same year.
"Standing here again in a
final means very much to
me," Sinner said. "We'll try to
push in a couple of days but
in any case it has been an
incredible swing." Reigning

Wimbledon champion
Sinner, a four-time Grand
Slam winner, also beat
Zverev two weeks ago in the
Indian Wells semi-finals and
seeks his second Miami
crown in three years.
"Coming here, trying to pro-
duce some good tennis, that
was my main goal," Sinner
said. "Trying to play as many
matches as possible. I could-
n't do better. I'm very happy."

Also attempting a "Sunshine
Double" is world number one
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus,
who defends her Miami
crown against American
fourth seed Coco Gauff in
Saturday's WTA final.
Lehecka, seeded 21st, domi-
nated 28th-seeded Arthur
Fils of France 6-2, 6-2 in the
other semi-final at Hard Rock
Stadium, home of the NFL's
Miami Dolphins. 
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HOT MOM ENERGY

TAKES OVER 

FASHION SCENE

new film titled
‘Bhari’, starring
Mega Prince Varun
Tej and produced by

Niharika Konidela under
the Pink Elephant Pictures
banner, is being directed by
Yadu Vamsi. The film offi-
cially launched with a
grand pooja ceremony on
Saturday. Andhra Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan attended the
event as the chief guest.
For the muhurat shot,
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan
gave the clap, while Mythri
Movie Makers producer
Naveen Yerneni switched
on the camera. Director
Merlapaka Gandhi and pro-
ducer Rajeev Reddy handed
over the script. After the
pooja ceremony, the team
shared details about the
film.
*Varun Tej said:* After my
film Mukunda, my uncle
Pawan Kalyan garu has
once again attended the
launch of my film ‘Bari’. It’s
a Happiness to have the film
begin under his blessings. It
feels very special to work as
a hero in a film produced by
Niharika. We never actual-
ly planned to do a film
together, but Vamsi’s script
brought us together. I really
liked the story he narrated.
I agreed to the film because
of my confidence in the
team. Pre-production is

already complete, and I’ve
started volleyball practice
as well. We are planning to
release ‘Bhari’ next to
Sankranti.”
*Niharika Konidela said:*
My father has made films
with our family members,
including his brothers."
Today I understand how

special that feeling is.
Launching this film with
my brother Varun Tej is
very special to me. I’m also
happy that my uncle Pawan
Kalyan garu attended the
launch. We are planning to
release the film next to
Sankranti. This is a village
drama with a sports back-

drop, and Vamsi has come
up with another wonderful
story. I’m happy to collabo-
rate again with the
‘Committee Kurrollu’ team.
My aim is that whenever
audiences see the Pink
Elephant Pictures name on
a poster, they feel confident
that the film will be good.

This movie will definitely
impress everyone.
*Director Yadu Vamsi
said:* After ‘Committee
Kurrollu’, I worked on a
story for a year, but it didn’t
materialize. During that
time, I got an idea with a
volleyball backdrop. As
soon as I thought of volley-
ball, Varun garu came to
mind. After developing the
idea, I approached Niharika
again and narrated the
story, requesting Varun
garu for the role. After com-
pleting the full script in
three months, we narrated
it to Varun garu, and he
loved it. Pre-production is
complete, and we aim to
wrap up shooting quickly
and release the film next to
Sankranti. Last night,
Varun garu surprised me
by saying a guest would
attend, and when I heard it
was Pawan Kalyan garu, I
was shocked. It’s a great
encouragement for a young
team like ours to have him
here, along with the support
of Varun and Niharika.
*Music Director Anudeep
Dev said:* The music in
‘Bhari’ will have ten times
more impact than
‘Committee Kurrollu’.
Vamsi garu also has great
taste in music. There is sig-
nificant scope for music in
this film, and it’s going to be
amazing.

Biker is a movie that gives a 100% the-
ater experience.
Both racing and family emotion will
connect with the audience: Director
Abhilash Reddy
Charming star Sharva is all set to
entertain with the high-octane racing
drama 'Biker', directed by Abhilash
Reddy and produced by UV Creations.
Touted to be India's first motocross
adventure film, Biker will be released
in premium formats like Dolby
Cinema, EPIQ, 4DX, PCX. Glimpses,
songs, teaser and trailer have already
created a huge buzz about the film.
The film will be grandly released in
theaters on April 3. On this occasion,
director Abhilash Reddy shared the
features of the film at a press confer-
ence.

WHAT KIND OF EXPERIENCE
DOES THE BIKER GIVE TO THE
AUDIENCE?
Biker is a movie that gives 100% the-
ater experience. We have also shot in
Dolby Vision. Everyone who has seen
the trailer is talking specifically about
the sound design of this movie. This
movie will definitely be a very good
experience in the theater.

INSPIRATION FOR WRITING

THIIS STORY?
Bike is an emotion for everyone. I per-
sonally love that emotion. Along with
racing, there is a very good family
emotion in it. The emotion between
father-son will definitely connect with
the audience.

WHAT WERE THE CHAL-
LENGES YOU FACED WHILE
SHOOTING?
We shot the racing sequences in this
film with real racers. There were
many accidents during the shoot. We
had to take a two-hour break after
each shot. The action alone took more
than 60 days.

The film takes place in two timelines.
There were two-stroke bikes in the
90s, but they don't exist anymore. It
took a long time to design them. We
shot the racing in Indonesia. Bringing
all those bikes back to India was also a
big process. We also brought racers
from New Zealand and Australia for
this film.

DOES THIS SPORT EXIST INN
INDIA?
There is. But it did not get the popular-
ity it should have. In this, we are pre-
senting the same topic with the char-

he Telugu Film
J o u r n a l i s t
Association has
been continuing

the tradition of releasing
a diary for journalists
and renewing the insur-
ance plan every year on
the occasion of the
Telugu New Year.
On this occasion, the
2026–2027 diary and
insurance renewal were
formally launched by
Megastar Chiranjeevi.
This year, the insurance
coverage for each film
journalist’s family (2+2)
has been increased from
5 lakhs to 10 lakhs.
Additionally, a special
accident policy has been
introduced to provide
financial support to jour-
nalists during emergen-
cies. In case of an acci-
dent requiring bed rest
for 2 to 12 months, a

w e e k l y
a s s i s -
t a n c e
o f
10,000
w i l l
b e
p r o -
v i d e d
u n d e r
this poli-
cy. To
ensure prop-
er identifica-
tion for Telugu film
journalists, ID cards are
being issued by the asso-
ciation. These ID cards
were also distributed to
the Executive
Committee members by
Chiranjeevi.
On this occasion,
Megastar Chiranjeevi
appreciated the initia-
tives taken by TFJA and
contributed a cheque of 5
lakhs, suggesting that it

b e
used

for the
welfare of

the association
members.
The event was attended
by TFJA President Y.J.
Rambabu, General
Secretary Prasadam
Raghu, Treasurer Naidu
Surendra, Politburo
Convener Varanasi
Lakshminarayana, along
with Executive
Committee and
Politburo members.

Sharwa took a 6-month break
for the biker and lost 23 kg

he family emotional
h o r r o r - t h r i l l e r
‘Vichitra’ film,
Jyothi Purvaj plays

the lead role, with Ravi
and Shreya Tiwari as the
hero and heroine. Baby
Yaseek, Ravi Prakash,
Surya, Chatrapathi
Shekhar, and Meena
Vasan play other key
roles.
Produced and directed by
Saifuddin Malik under the
Sis Films banner, the film
has completed post-pro-
duction and censor for-
malities and is ready for
release on May 22.
“Vichitra” is a story cen-
tered on mother-child
emotions. A woman with-
out children considers
other children around her
as her own, exploring

complex feelings of moth-
erhood and parental love.
The music, composed by
Nizani, adds depth to the
film, with the mother-sen-
timent song being a major
highlight.
The actors have delivered
strong performances,
bringing their characters
to life. Editing is done by
Kadimi Shetty
Lakshminarayana, with
PR support from Kadali
Rambabu. Director and
producer Saifuddin Malik
has guided the project
from start to finish.
The director said, “We
hope the media and audi-
ence support our small
film. It is made to be
enjoyed with family.”
“Vichitra” will release in
theaters on May 22.

n support of teach for
change Telangana irri-
gation and CAD minis-
ter Uttam Kumar

Reddy, minister for women
and child welfare seethakka,
principal IT secretary
Telangana state Jayesh
Ranjan were present as a
guest Over the years, Teach
For Change has positively
impacted over 300,000 chil-
dren and supported 1,549 gov-
ernment schools across multi-
ple states in India Hyderabad
(Telangana), India – March 27,
2026:Premier Energies pre-
sented the Teach For Change
Annual Fundraiser 2026, host-
ed by actor and philan-
thropist Lakshmi Manchu, at
the Novotel Hyderabad
Convention Centre (HICC),
bringing together leaders
from government, corporate,
education, and the film frater-
nity to support quality educa-

tion for children studying in
government schools. The
annual fundraiser focused on
the importance of strengthen-
ing government schools and
improving learning outcomes
for children from under-

served communities. The
event highlighted the need for
partnerships between govern-
ment, corporates, civil socie-
ty, and individuals to ensure
that every child, regardless of
their socio-economic back-

ground, has access to quality
education and better learning
opportunities. The evening
also featured a special show-
case where members of the
Indian film fraternity walked
the ramp in support of the

cause of education. The show-
case featured exclusive collec-
tions by ace designer Raamz,
along with Sakhi Heritage
ensembles and Rose
Jewellery, symbolizing the
coming together of cinema,
fashion, and philanthropy for
a meaningful social cause.
Actors who walked the ramp
in support of the initiative
included Lakshmi Manchu
Garu, Seerat Kapoor,
Akshara Gowda, Paayal
Rajput, Hebah Patel, Tejaswi
Madivada, Faria Abdullah,
Manvitha Kamath, Teju
Ashwini, Rashi Singh,
Shivani Nagaram, Daksha
Nagarkar, Abhignya
Vuthaluru, Pavani, Nanditha
Swetha, Suhasini Garu,
Charita Varma, Rithika
Nayak, Amritha Aiyer,
Aishwarya Arjun, Sridevi
Court, Jaya Prada,
Avanthika Sundar, Sandhya

Raju, Raftaar, Shiva
Kandukuri, Aravind
Krishna, Prince, Viraj
Ashwin, Saurabh Dhingra,
Vishwanth, Adith, Roshan K,
Arjun Zander Lama, Nandu,
Nikhil Vijayendra Simha,
Priyadarshi Pulikonda,
Roshan, and Priyatham,
among others. Teach For
Change is a non-profit organ-
ization founded in 2014 by
Lakshmi Manchu with the
mission of strengthening
government schools and
improving the quality of edu-
cation for children from
underserved communities.
The organization works
closely with government
schools to support smart
classrooms, ICT-enabled
learning, teacher training,
volunteer programs, and
foundational literacy and
numeracy initiatives for pri-
mary school children. 

A

T
I

T


