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UAE allows expats 
abroad with 
expired residency 
to return till 
March 31

Shubman Gill set to 
be named Cricketer 
of the Year at BCCI 
annual gala

West Asia crisis: 
No fuel shortage in 
country, says Oil 
Minister Puri

Don’t panic over gas 
cylinders, CM Stalin 
appeals to public

CHENNAI (TSIT): Chief Minister MK 
Stalin on Thursday (March 12) appealed 
to the public not to panic over the 
reported shortage of LPG cylinders, in 
a post on social media platform X. He 
said he had written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the concerned 
Union Ministers regarding the gas cyl-
inder situation and urged them to take 
immediate measures to ensure ade-
quate supply.Recalling the discussions 
held to tackle the issue, the Chief 

Minister said efforts were underway to 
manage the situation arising out of the 
conflict in the West Asian region.“We 
have also raised the gas cylinder issue 
in Parliament and staged a demonstra-
tion to emphasise the need for immedi-
ate intervention by the Union govern-
ment,” Stalin said.

Meanwhile, the reported scarcity 
of LPG cylinders has affected the 
hospitality sector, with around 300 
hotels reportedly shutting down 
operations in Chennai on Thursday. 
Several eateries have also reduced 
their menu options due to the short-
age.In addition, canteens and hotels 
operating in government buildings 
have increased the prices of food 
items, with rates of items such as 
coffee and meals rising by Rs 10 to 
Rs 20, without prior notice.

STALIN SAID HE HAD WRITTEN TO PM 
NARENDRA MODI AND THE CONCERNED 
UNION MINISTERS REGARDING THE GAS 
CYLINDER SITUATION AND URGED THEM 
TO TAKE IMMEDIATE MEASURES TO 
ENSURE ADEQUATE SUPPLY..

HYDERABAD TSIT BUREAU: 
A.Revanth Reddy said that 
healthcare should never 
become purely mechanical and 
stressed that medical services 
must always be delivered with 
compassion and humanity. 
Speaking at the inauguration of 
a new facility of Medicover 
Hospitals in Hyderabad, the 
Chief Minister said the hospital 
group has earned wide recogni-
tion across the country for its 
medical services. 

Highlighting Hyderabad’s 
contribution to the pharmaceu-
tical sector, he said around 40 
percent of India’s pharmaceuti-
cal production comes from 
Hyderabad, adding that three 
COVID-19 vaccines were pro-
duced in the city’s Genome 
Valley, which is a matter of 
pride for the state. 

Chief Minister recalled that 
economic reforms introduced 
by former leaders such as P. V. 
Narasimha Rao and 
Nedurumalli Janardhana 
Reddy laid the foundation for 
Hyderabad’s growth, while N. 
Chandrababu Naidu played a 
key role in completing HITEC 

City and transforming the city 
into an IT hub. Revanth Reddy 
said the state government is 
introducing major reforms in 
the education sector to ensure 
quality learning. From the 
coming academic year, the gov-
ernment plans to introduce an 
integrated education system 
from Nursery to Class 12 and 
establish Telangana Public 
Schools, providing students 
with quality breakfast, lunch 
and transport facilities. 

Transport facilities will 
also be provided free of cost or 
at 50 percent subsidy for stu-
dents studying in government 
schools. To strengthen 
employability, the govern-
ment is also setting up a Skills 
University to enhance stu-
dents’ professional capabili-
ties. The Chief Minister 
emphasized that providing 
quality education can reduce 
the need for welfare support, 
adding that a healthy woman 
ensures the well-being of the 
entire family. 

He also announced that the 
state government is preparing 
digital health data for around 

6.5 million people, based on 20 
years of Aarogyasri Health 
Care Trust data, and plans to 
issue digital health cards to 
beneficiaries. 

The government is also 
focusing on cancer care, he 
said, adding that renowned 
oncologist Nori Dattatreyudu 
has been appointed as an advi-
sor. Revanth Reddy noted that 
the state has spent Rs.1,800 
crore on Aarogyasri and Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund 
(CMRF) and is investing near-
ly Rs.10,000 crore in the con-
struction and infrastructure 
development of hospitals 
including Osmania General 
Hospital and Telangana 
Institute of Medical Sciences.

 Expressing concern over 
the rising cost of medical 
treatment, the Chief Minister 
suggested that private sector 
doctors should dedicate one 
month each year to serve in 
government hospitals. He fur-
ther stated that the govern-
ment is exploring plans to pro-
vide life insurance coverage 
to nearly 1.3 crore families 
across the state.

Healthcare must remain 
humane, says CM Revanth

Iran’s new leader Mojtaba Khamenei vows to 
avenge family, threatens Hormuz blockade

New Delhi (TSIT) Iran’s new 
Supreme Leader, Mojtaba 
Khamenei, issued his first state-
ment on Thursday after succeed-
ing his father, Ali Khamenei, 
who was killed along with sever-
al family members in the 
US-Israeli strikes at the outset of 
the ongoing West Asia war.

In a message broadcast on 
Iranian state television, read out 
by a news anchor, Khamenei 
vowed that Tehran would 
“avenge the blood of Iranians” 
killed during the conflict and 
warned that Iran would continue 
targeting American bases across 

the region.“We are not enemies 
of the countries around us,” the 
statement said. “But the exis-
tence of the US bases in some of 
these countries and their use to 
attack Iran is not benefiting the 
region and they must be 
closed.”He also warned that Iran 
would continue to use the threat 
of blocking the strategically vital 
Strait of Hormuz as leverage 
against the US and Israel.

Linking the war to personal 
loss, Khamenei said members of 
his own family were among those 
killed in the strikes. “I lost my 
father and my wife. My sister lost 

her child and her husband,” he 
said, adding that patience and 
faith would guide Iran through 
the crisis.The statement also 
demanded compensation for war 
damages, warning that Iran 
could seize or destroy foreign 
assets if reparations were denied.
The remarks echoed Iranian 
President Masoud Pezeshkian, 
who earlier said in talks with 
leaders of Russia and Pakistan 
that peace would require recogni-
tion of Iran’s rights, reparations 
for war losses and firm interna-
tional guarantees against future 
aggression.

50 lakh LPG cylinders being supplied per 
day, avoid panic booking: Govt

New Delhi (TSIT): The Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
said on Thursday that all steps 
are being taken by the 
Government to ensure uninter-
rupted energy supplies, with 50 
lakh LPG cylinders being 
delivered every day, so con-
sumers should avoid “panic 
booking” of cooking gas. Crude 
is sourced from more than 40 
countries, and 70 per cent of 
the crude is now coming from 
routes other than the Strait of 
Hormuz, which is currently 
closed, a ministry statement 
said.India’s daily oil consump-
tion is 5.5 million barrels, and 
it is the fourth largest refiner 

in the world with 22 refineries 
in the country. Further, refin-
eries are operating at high-
capacity utilisation; in several 
cases, they are exceeding 100 
per cent. This large refining 
capacity is allowing the coun-

try a much more comfortable 
position in terms of availabili-
ty of petroleum products dur-
ing the Iran war crisis. avail-
ability and sustain the crisis, it 
said.There are over 1 lakh 
retail outlets providing petro-
leum products, all of which 
have adequate stocks.The sup-
ply of natural gas has been 
affected due to force majeure 
conditions, but the procure-
ment through alternative 
routes and suppliers is under-
way to offset this disruption. 
To manage this situation effec-
tively, the government has 
issued a Natural Gas Control 
Order under the Essential 

Commodities Act to prioritise 
the supply, the statement said.
The global situation is chal-
lenging, but the Government 
has taken many steps to main-
tain the demand-supply bal-
ance. These include enhancing 
production of LPG by the refin-
eries with the entire output of 
C3 and C4 hydrocarbon 
streams, comprising propane, 
butane, propylene, and butane 
being provided exclusively to 
the three oil marketing compa-
nies for domestic cooking gas.

 Hence, in the last five days, 
LPG production has been 
increased by 28 per cent 
through refinery directives.

Hyderabad (TSIT) : Telangana 
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka Mallu said the police 
department plays a crucial role in 
achieving the state’s goal of becom-
ing a $3 trillion economy by 2047. He 
made the remarks during pre-bud-
get meetings with the Home, 
Industries and IT departments held 
at the Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Telangana 
Secretariat on Thursday.

The Deputy Chief Minister said 
strong law and order is essential as 
more investors are showing interest 
in Telangana. He directed officials 
of the Home Department to ensure 
there are no lapses in security and 
surveillance, assuring full govern-
ment support to strengthen policing 

systems.He also suggested introduc-
ing electric vehicles in the police 
department in phases as part of the 
government’s push towards sustain-
able mobility. Stressing the impor-
tance of surveillance in crime pre-
vention, he instructed officials to 
expand the use of CCTV cameras 
across the state and repair non-
functional cameras.Bhatti 
Vikramarka said the state must 
adopt the Public-Private Partnership 
model to achieve its economic goals 
and asked the Industries 
Department to prepare suitable 
plans. He also emphasised the need 
to focus on rural development 
through the RARE (Rural Agri 
Region Economy) initiative.

Police key to achieving $3 trillion economy goal: Bhatti

Nearly 9,000 Indians currently 
in Iran, govt tells Parliament

New Delhi (TSIT): There are near-
ly 9,000 Indians including students, 
business persons, factory workers, 
pilgrims, seafarers, and fishermen 
in Iran at present, the government 
informed Parliament on Thursday, 
March 12.In a written response to a 
query in Rajya Sabha, Minister of 
State for External Affairs Pabitra 
Margherita also said the Indian 
Embassy has advised Indian 
nationals in Iran to exercise utmost 

caution, maintain situational 
awareness, monitor local media for 
any developments and stay in con-
tact with the embassy.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
was asked the details of Indian citizens 
who are still in Iran, and the details of 
measures taken for their safety, includ-
ing emergency helplines activated by 
the embassy, deployment of consular 
teams and any arrangements with 
Iranian authorities for protection. 
“The Ministry and the Embassy of 
India in Iran have issued periodic advi-
sories (5 January, 14 January, 23 
February, 28 February and 3 March 
2026) to Indian nationals, urging avoid-
ance of non-essential travel to Iran and 
advising those wishing to leave to do so 
by the means available.

Rahul Gandhi raises LPG issue in 
Lok Sabha, says 'pain has just started'
New Delhi, March 12 : Lok 
Sabha Leader of Opposition 
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi, on 
Thursday, flagged the issue of 
LPG shortages hitting the hotel 
industry, in the wake of West 
Asia crisis and claimed that 
this was the "beginning of 
pain" that will only aggravate 
in days to come. Speaking in 
Lok Sabha over 'LPG crisis', 
the Congress MP took potshots 
at the Union government over 
its alleged surrender to the US 
administration's diktats and 
asked how could the US 
President Donald Trump 
decide "from where and from 
whom India makes its oil pur-
chases".Rahul Gandhi reiterat-
ed his 'compromise' charge, 
holding it to be the key reason 
for petrol and LPG shortages in 
the country. These claims were 
subsequently countered by the 
Union Petroleum Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri, who 
declared that the country's oil 
reserves were full and there 
was no looming crisis before 
the country.

LoP Rahul Gandhi, while 
speaking on the West Asia cri-
sis, said the US-Israel and Iran 
war will have far-reaching con-
sequences for everyone, includ-
ing India, and it has started 
becoming evident.

"The central artery through 
which 20 per cent of the global 
oil flows, the Strait of Hormuz, 
has been closed. And this is 
going to have tremendous 
repercussions, particularly for 
us (India), because a very large 
portion of our oil and natural 
gas comes through the Strait of 
Hormuz.""The pain has just 
started. Restaurants are clos-
ing, there is widespread panic 
about LPG, street vendors are 
affected, and as I said, this is 
only the beginning," the Lok 

Sabha LoP added.
Questioning United States' 

'interference' in India's petro-
leum pacts, LoP Rahul Gandhi 
asked "how could a third nation 
decide who we buy oil from, 
whether we can buy oil from 
Russia or not, and whether our 
relationships with different oil 
suppliers can be decided by us 
-- this is what has been bar-
tered".

He went to add that this issue 
puzzled and perplexed him for 
long, however, he has now 
understood it and such 'capitu-
lation' is because of India com-
promising its interests.

"It is a very puzzling fact why 
a nation the size of India would 
allow any other nation, or the 
President of another nation, to 
give us permission to buy 
Russian oil and decide who our 
relationships are with."

"I have figured the puzzle 
out, and the puzzle is about 
compromise," the Lok Sabha 
LoP said.

The LoP's mention of Epstein 
however did raise eyebrows as 
well as the hackles of the rul-
ing Treasury benches.While 
cornering the Central govern-
ment on the LPG issue, Rahul 
Gandhi said that the Union 
Petroleum Minister has admit-
ted on record that he had rela-
tions with Jeffrey Epstein.

This prompted Speaker Om 
Birla to intervene. Outside the 
Parliament, a couple of 
Bharatiya Janata Party MPs 
demanded that the Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi be penalised 
for violating the parliamentary 
protocols and raking up the 
Epstein issue despite the latter 
having no connection with the 
issue.

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition 
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi, on Thursday, 
flagged the issue of LPG shortag-

es hitting the hotel industry, in 
the wake of West Asia crisis and 
claimed that this was the "begin-
ning of pain" that will only aggra-

vate in days to come. 
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NEW DELHI: The House 
functions strictly according 
to rules and no member has 
the privilege to speak at any 
time and on any subject, 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la asserted on Thursday, a 
day after a resolution seek-

was defeated.
Birla said the Chair does 

not belong to any individ-
ual, but is a symbol of the 
prestige of the House.

The Lok Sabha will con-
tinue to function accord-
ing to laid down rules and 
procedures irrespective of 
whether it is acceptable to 
any member or not, he said, 
underlining that he will 
conduct the proceedings 
with sincerity and fairness.

"No member in this 
House possesses any priv-
ilege to speak outside the 
framework of these rules," 
Birla said amid thumping 
of desks by the ruling side.

He said he was grate-
ful to the members of the 
House for reposing their 
faith in him during debate. 
He also thanked all those 
who spoke in favour of him 
as well as against him.

"The House has been 

running with rules and 
regulations and will con-
tinue to function in future, 
irrespective of whether it is 
acceptable to any member 
or not. I will continue to 
discharge my duty with all 
sincerity and impartiality," 
he said.

time Birla came to the 
House to conduct the pro-
ceedings since the notice 

against him by the opposi-
tion on February 10 during 

session, which ended on 

February 13. The second 
part of the session began on 
March 9.

The speaker said that 
during the debate over the 
last two days, some mem-
bers said Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi is not 
given enough opportunities 
to speak, and he should be 
allowed to speak whenever 
he wishes and on any sub-
ject.

"Everyone has the right 
to speak in the House, but 
by following rules and reg-
ulations. No member, not 
even the prime minister 

or any minister, can speak 
without the permission of 
the Chair. No member of 
the House has the privi-
lege to speak at any time 
and on any subject. He can 
speak only when the Chair 
allows," he said.

Birla said the MPs have 
the freedom of speech in 
the House, but they have 
to follow rules and regula-
tions.

He also addressed alle-
gations that microphones 
of some members are 

want to speak.
"I don't have a switch to 

mic is put on when a mem-
ber is given permission to 
speak by the Chair," he said.

Responding to claims 
that Gandhi was disallowed 
to table a magazine article 
based on the unpublished 
memoir of former Army 
chief M M Naravane on 

2020, Birla cited rulings by 
past speakers when mem-
bers were not allowed to ta-
ble documents by the Chair.

Soon after his speech, 
Birla adjourned the House 
till 2 pm.

Lok Sabha functions under rules, no member has 
privilege to speak beyond framework: Birla

NEW DELHI: President Droupa-
di Murmu on Thursday said wom-
en engaged in agriculture and 
agri-food sectors should get a 
greater role in policy formation, 
decision-making and leadership 
positions, and called for collective 
action to close gender gaps across 
the value chain.

Addressing the three-day Glob-
al Conference on Women in Agri-
Food Systems, the President said 
success case studies on women in 
agriculture should be published 
widely to ensure more people were 
aware of their contributions.

Emphasising India's strategic 
choice of women-led develop-
ment, Murmu said women in the 
agriculture sector must be given a 
greater role in policy formulation, 
decision-making, and leadership 
positions.

"Larger participation of women 
at all levels in the sector will pro-
mote gender-inclusive agricultural 
growth," she said.

She called for targeted sup-
port for women farmers on issues 
of land titles, access to technical 

-
nance.

On the role of technology, Mur-
mu highlighted 'Sarlaben' -- an 
AI-powered initiative inspired by 
the government's livestock care 
vision -- as an example of how ar-

possibilities for women farmers.
Noting that the government had 

conferred Padma Shri awards on 
women farmers from Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, and Bihar, 
Murmu said the next generation 
should draw inspiration from these 
trailblazers to contribute meaning-
fully to the farm sector.

The President welcomed the 
UN's declaration of 2026 as the In-
ternational Year of Women Farm-
ers, describing it as a call for "col-
lective action to close gender gaps 
and promote leadership roles for 
women across the agri-food value 
chain". The President cited a series 
of central government initiatives 
from the past decade that have 
sought to economically empower 
women in agriculture.

The Jan Dhan Yojana, the 

programme, now has 570 million 
bank accounts, of which 56 per cent 
are held by women. Women also 
constitute 68 per cent of all Mudra 

reach of India's digital public infra-
structure.

Under the Deendayal Antyo-
daya Yojana -- National Rural Live-
lihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) -- 
over 10 crore rural households and 
90 lakh self-help groups (SHGs) 
have been mobilised, making it one 
of the world's largest women-led 
community initiatives.

More than 4.6 crore women 
farmers under this mission have 
received support for adopting im-
proved farming practices.

The Namo Drone Didi scheme 
provides drones to women SHGs 
for precision agriculture. The Na-
tional Rural Livelihood Mission 
has set a target of creating 6 crore 
Lakhpati Didis -- women earning 
over Rs 1 lakh annually -- of whom 
more than 3 crore have already 
achieved that status.

The 2025-26 Union Budget has 
also introduced SHE Marts (Self-
Help Entrepreneur Marts) com-
munity-owned retail outlets in ev-
ery district dedicated to marketing 
products made by SHGs and rural 
enterprises -- to provide women in 
agriculture and allied sectors better 

market access.
Closing her address, Murmu 

invoked the global framework of 
people, planet, prosperity, peace, 
and partnership, urging all stake-
holders to make gender a special 
priority in both thought and action.

-
sion in every sphere of activity, 
including agriculture, we will not 
only achieve the SDGs but will also 
make the planet a much more sen-
sitive and harmonious place," she 
said.

Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, ICAR Director 
General M L Jat, Trust for Ad-
vancement of Agricultural Scienc-
es (TAAS) founder Chairman R S 
Paroda, Protection of Plant Variet-
ies and Farmers Rights Authority 
(PPVFRA), Chairperson Trilocha-
na Mohapatra among others were 
present at the event.

The three-day event focuses on 
sharing inspiring success stories 
of women leaders and scientists; 
integrating gender-sensitive ap-
proaches into agricultural policies 
and institutions; examining en-

and market linkages to strengthen 
women's roles in value chains.

It will also deliberate on digital 
tools, climate-smart innovations, 
and women-friendly technologies 
designed to boost productivity and 
reduce drudgery.

Women in agri-food sector should get 
greater role in policy formation: Prez

KOLKATA: Former IPS 
-

day took oath as the 22nd 
governor of West Bengal 
at a ceremony in the Lok 
Bhavan here.

He was administered 

Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court, Sujoy Paul, in 
the presence of Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, 
Assembly Speaker Biman 
Banerjee, senior minister 
and Kolkata Mayor Fir-
had Hakim and Left Front 
chairman Biman Bose.

No leader from the 
opposition BJP camp, 
however, was present at 
the programme. Several 
bureaucrats, including 
Chief Secretary Nandi-
ni Chakravorty and se-

attended the event. The 
ceremony began with the 
singing of the national 
song and anthem.

Ravi was presented the 
Guard of Honour at Lok 
Bhavan, before he was 

sworn in at the Sardar Pa-
tel Unity Hall. Later, the 
CM greeted Ravi and his 
wife and welcomed both 
by presenting traditional 
'uttariyas' (stole).

During her brief inter-
action with the new gov-
ernor, Mamata Banerjee 
described West Bengal as 
a land of culture, and that 
Bengali people love those 
who love the state.

Ravi described Kolkata 
as the country's cultural 

capital and noted that it 
had served as the capital 
of India during the British 
rule, adding that he would 
keep a close watch on de-
velopments.

Ravi was appointed the 
governor of West Bengal 
following the resignation 
of his predecessor C V 
Ananda Bose on March 5.

He had earlier served 
as the governor of Na-
galand, Meghalaya and 
Tamil Nadu.

R N Ravi takes oath as 22nd 
Governor of West Bengal

NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
refused to entertain a plea 

of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, seeking directions 
to bring back to India the 
ashes believed to be those 
of Bose from Tokyo's Ren-
koji temple. After a bench 
of Chief Justice Surya Kant 
and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and Vipul M Pancholi 
showed its disinclination 
to entertain the plea, senior 
advocate Abhishek Singh-
vi, appearing for petitioner 
Ashis Ray, sought permis-
sion to withdraw it.

The bench permitted 
him to withdraw the peti-
tion.

"I am appearing for the 
family members who want 

to give a decent quietus to 
the ashes," Singhvi told the 
bench at the outset.

The CJI asked how many 
times this issue would come 
up before the apex court.

The bench said last year 
itself, the top court had dis-
missed one petition.

Singhvi said this was not 
the issue that had come up 
before the court earlier.

"First of all, where are 
the ashes? What is that 
proof?" the CJI said, add-
ing that Bose was one of the 
greatest leaders of our na-
tion, and we all bow down 

Singhvi said it is record-
ed that every head of state 
from India has paid obei-
sance at the Renkoji temple 
in Japan.

He said the matter which 
the apex court had dealt 
with earlier was concerning 
declaring whether Bose had 
died or not.

"That is inference. Until 

and unless he dies, there 
can't be ashes," the bench 
observed. "First, we would 
like to know how many fam-
ily members are supporting 
this," the bench asked.

SC refuses to entertain plea to 
bring back Netaji Bose's ashes

ED attaches fresh 
Rs 581-cr assets in case 
against Anil Ambani's 

Reliance Group
NEW DELHI: The En-
forcement Directorate on 
Thursday said it has at-
tached fresh assets worth 
more than Rs 581 crore 
of RHFL and RCFL, com-
panies of Reliance Group 
Chairman Anil Ambani.

An order was issued on 
March 11 to attach land par-
cels in Goa, Kerala, Karna-
taka, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, 
Delhi, West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) said in a statement.

The properties worth 
Rs 581.65 crore belong to 
Reliance Home Finance 
Limited (RHFL) and Reli-
ance Commercial Finance  
Limited (RCFL), the agency 
said.

 “The attachment follows 
search operations conduct-
ed on March 6 in the case 
against Reliance Power 
Limited under the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA)," it said.

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thursday attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi amid 
concerns over reported LPG shortage, 
saying the PM is asking the people not 
to panic but is himself panicked for 

Gandhi alleged that the prime min-
ister is panicked because of the Ep-

the US.
He made the remarks after several 

opposition MPs, including himself and 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, staged a pro-
test in the Parliament House complex 
over the shortage of commercial LPG 
cylinders to demand answers from the 
government over it.

Speaking with reporters after the 
protest, Gandhi said, "The PM is say-
ing there is no need to panic, but the 
PM himself has panicked for com-

-
icked because of Epstein, he is pan-
icked because of the Adani case, he is 
not able to come inside the House."

"You saw yesterday that the prime 
minister's chair was empty. So, he is 
telling the country not to panic but has 
panicked himself," Gandhi added.

Several opposition MPs from the 
Congress, DMK, TMC and SP, among 
others, staged a protest near Parlia-
ment's Makar Dwar, raising slogans 
such as 'Naam Narender, Kaam Sur-
render' and 'Modi ji, LPG'.

The women opposition MPs, in-
cluding Priyanka Gandhi, sat down 

with a mock brick cooking stove and 
raised slogans against the government.

In a post on X in Hindi, Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge said, 
"When the country is grappling with a 
severe crisis, Prime Minister Modi ji is 
engrossed in election tours.

"There is a severe shortage of LPG 
across the country, and people are 
standing in queues. Countless small 
and large industries are being forced 
to bear the consequences of the BJP's 
failure. But the government has no an-
swers. Only false claims," he said.

The failure of diplomacy is a seri-
ous issue, and the result of the mis-
management of energy is being borne 
today by the 1.4 billion people of the 
country, he claimed.

"Narendra Modi ji, bahut hui 'Mann 
ki Baat, zara sansad mein aa kar kariye 

'mudde ki baat' (Enough of 'Mann Ki 
Baat', come to Parliament and talk on 
real issues)," the Congress chief said.

With the House being adjourned 
shortly after meeting at 11 am amid 
sloganeering by the opposition de-
manding a discussion on the West Asia 
situation, Gandhi sat with suspended 
opposition MPs on the steps of the Ma-
kar Dwar and had tea with them.

The opposition has been demand-

West Asia situation and its impact on 
India.

Prime Minister Modi on Wednes-
day appealed to people not to panic 
and assured them that public interest 

-
dence in tackling the LPG crisis, where 
the short supply of commercial LPG 
has crippled the country's hotel sector.

From induction cooktops and mi-
-

tions, restaurants, street food vendors, 
and catering businesses across the 
country are scrambling for alternatives 
as a shortage of commercial LPG cyl-
inders begins to disrupt kitchens amid 

With the government prioritising 
domestic cooking gas supply to house-
holds as the war disrupts global fuel 
lifelines, businesses dependent on 
commercial LPG -- from small eateries 
to high-end restaurants -- are watch-
ing the situation anxiously, with some 
even staring at possible closure in the 
days to come.

PM Modi asking people not to panic but is 
himself panicked for various reasons: Rahul

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi's soul will be at peace when 
China, Russia and the US attack In-
dia, BJP MP Nishikant Dubey said on 
Thursday while accusing the leader of 
opposition in the Lok Sabha of being 
involved in a conspiracy to "break" In-
dia.

"He seems to want the prime min-
ister to abuse Donald Trump in the 
morning, abuse Vladimir Putin in the 
afternoon and in the evening abuse Xi 
Jinping. If the prime minister insults 
all three, then Rahul Gandhi's soul 

inside the Parliament House complex.
"When Russia, America and China 

together boycott India, or even attack 
India, then his heart will feel satis-

breaking India would have succeeded," 
he said. "I always say this -- there is a 
conspiracy to break India and Rahul 
Gandhi is involved in that conspiracy," 
he added.

Dubey, the MP from Godda in 
Jharkhand, also criticised former 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi's deci-

sion to send the Indian Peace Keeping 
Force to Sri Lanka during the island 
nation's civil war.

"When a civil war was going on in 
Sri Lanka, Rajiv Gandhi forcibly sent 
the Indian Army there. The result 

prime minister of our country was at-
tacked by soldiers of that very coun-
try," he said.

Hitting out at the opposition, Dubey 
said the country has never seen "such a 
low, undisciplined and reckless oppo-
sition".

Rahul Gandhi's soul will be at peace if China, 
US and Russia attack India: MP Dubey

NEW DELHI: The as-
sassination bid on former 
Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Farooq Abdullah 

on Thursday, with opposi-
tion parties blaming revo-
cation of statehood for the 
incident, while the Centre 
promised a comprehensive 
investigation.

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Upper House, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, raised the 
issue when the House met 
for the day, saying the for-
mer chief minister's securi-
ty was at risk.

"His security is under 
threat because statehood of 
Jammu and Kashmir was 
revoked," he said, adding 
that when local security and 
police arrangements were 
previously with the state 
government, no such inci-
dent could occur.

The situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir today is be-
cause the security is with 
the Union Home Ministry 
after the revocation of state-
hood, he alleged. "Law and 
order has broken down and 
conspiracy is being hatched 
to eliminate important 
leaders."

He said Abdullah was 
saved by a whisker he was 

-
riage function at the venue 
on the outskirts of Jammu 
on Wednesday night.

"Is it the intention of the 

government to kill Farooq 
Abdullah," the Congress 
president asked. "If the in-
tention was to safeguard 
him, he should have had full 
security cover."

People will be safe when 
the state gets full statehood, 
he said. "People of Kashmir 
are not safe in your hands," 
he told the Centre.

He went on to allege that 
there was a conspiracy be-
ing hatched to eliminate 
people who stand for secu-
larism, socialism and keep-
ing the country united.

as Kamal Singh Jamwal, 
was quickly overpowered 
and taken into custody.

Responding to the con-
cerns, Leader of the House 
and Union Minister J P 
Nadda said the government 
will take all necessary steps 
to ensure the security of Ab-
dullah.

He said that "a murder-
ous attack" on Abdullah "is 
a matter of great concern 
and a very serious matter".

"The Government of In-
dia is taking the matter very 
seriously," he said, assuring 
a thorough investigation 
will be done.

The motive of the al-
leged assign, who has been 
arrested, would also be as-
certained, he said, adding 
that appropriate action will 
be taken to provide security 
to Abdullah.

Assassination bid on Farooq 

blames revocation of statehood

No girl in Delhi should 
remain without 

graduation: CM Rekha 

NEW DELHI: Delhi 
Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Thursday said 
that all the girls in Delhi 
should attain at least a 
graduation-level educa-
tion.

Speaking at the convo-
cation of Indira Gandhi 
Delhi Technical Univer-
sity for Women, she said 
her government is work-
ing tirelessly to provide 
opportunities for women.

Highlighting the Lakh-
pati Bitiya Yojana intro-
duced by her government, 
Gupta said that under the 
scheme, each eligible girl 
will receive Rs 1.25 lakh 
after graduation.

"I wish no girl in Del-
hi would remain without 
graduation. Girls should 
not only go to schools 
but also attend colleges 
and study their favourite 
courses and subjects," the 
chief minister said.

Gupta said India is now 
heading towards wom-
en-led development.

She urged the students 
of Indira Gandhi Del-
hi Technical University 
for Women to not only  

have a career but also to 
contribute towards the 
growth of society and the 
country.
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Government untenable if it can't ensure 
girls' safety: TVK chief Vijay

Vijay referred to the brutal murder of a 17-year-old girl in Vilathikulam in Thoothukudi district, who was 
allegedly sexually assaulted and killed, and said the incident had shocked the conscience of society

CHENNAI: Actor and 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) president Vijay on 
Thursday mounted a sharp 
attack on the ruling DMK 
government, questioning 
the state of women's safety 
in Tamil Nadu in the wake 
of a series of violent crimes 
reported across Tamil 
Nadu in recent days.

In a statement, Vijay 
referred to the brutal mur-
der of a 17-year-old girl in 
Vilathikulam in 
Thoothukudi district, who 
was allegedly sexually 
assaulted and killed, and 
said the incident had 
shocked the conscience of 
society. He noted that the 
victim's parents and local 
residents were staging pro-
tests demanding justice.

The TVK leader also 
cited another incident near 
Madhuranthakam, where 
a 14-year-old girl was alleg-
edly sexually assaulted 
and left stranded in a forest 
area overnight before 
walking nearly 10 km to 
reach a police station the 

next morning.
"Chief Minister, who 

appears focused only on 
preserving his alliance, 
must explain where the 
safety of women and girl 
children in Tamil Nadu 
stands today," Vijay said.

Listing a series of recent 
crimes, he referred to vio-
lent attacks reported in 
Nanguneri, Sivaganga and 

Manamadurai, the abduc-
tion and sexual assault of a 
seven-year-old girl in 
Namakkal, an alleged cus-
todial death in 
Manamadurai, and the 
killing of a 70-year-old man 
in Krishnagiri, followed by 
the sexual assault of his 
wife.

Vijay said such inci-
dents occurring within a 

short span of time had 
shaken public confidence 
in law and order. "There is 
no safety for the public, for 
women, for children, for 
the elderly or for youth. 
People have begun asking 
whether such a govern-
ment is necessary," he 
said. Meanwhile, BJP lead-
er K Annamalai also criti-
cised the state government, 
citing reports of a college 
student from Tiruchy 
being abducted and sexu-
ally assaulted in Chennai 
while visiting the city for 
project work.

"Before the scars of the 
horrific sexual assault and 
murder of the Vilathikulam 
girl and the gang assault 
near Madhuranthakam 
could heal, yet another 
case has surfaced in the 
capital city, barely min-
utes away from the Chief 
Minister's residence," he 
said. "Every such incident 
is a painful reminder of the 
state of law and order 
under the DMK govern-
ment," Annamalai added.

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar sworn in as 
acting Governor in CM Stalin's presence

CHENNAI: Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar on 
Thursday took oath as the 
Governor, assuming 
charge in addition to his 
existing responsibilities as 
the Governor of Kerala.

The oath of office was 
administered by Chief 
Justice of the Madras High 
Court Sushrut Arvind 
Dharmadhikari at a brief 
ceremony held at the Lok 
Bhavan here. Arlekar took 

the oath in the name of 
God, pledging to faithfully 
discharge the functions of 
the Governor of Tamil 
Nadu and uphold the 
Constitution and the law.

Chief Minister MK 
Stalin attended the cere-
mony along with Union 
Minister L Murugan, sev-
eral judges of the Madras 
High Court, State 
Ministers, senior govern-
ment officials, and MPs. 

Leaders from various polit-
ical parties were also pres-
ent. Arlekar later 
exchanged greetings with 
the Chief Minister, judges 
and other dignitaries pres-
ent at the event. According 
to Lok Bhavan officials, the 
arrangement is an interim 
measure until further 
orders from the Union gov-
ernment regarding the 
gubernatorial post in 
Tamil Nadu.

Several express 
trains to run with 
changes via 
Tiruchy: Southern 
Railway
CHENNAI: Southern Railway 
has announced changes in the 
services of several express 
trains due to maintenance 
work being carried out in vari-
ous sections of the Tiruchy 
division, according to Daily 
Thanthi.According to the rail-
way authorities, the 
SeSengottai–Mayiladuthurai 
Express (Train No. 16848) will 
operate with changes from 
Thursday (March 12) to March 
17. The Mumbai CSTM Express 
(Train No. 12666) will run with 
changes on Thursday 
(March12) and March 15.
Similarly, the Kanniyakumari–
Howrah Ativi Raivu Express 
(Train No. 16128) will operate 
with revised services on Friday 
and Saturday,Tiruchythe 
G u r u v a y u r – C h e n n a i 
Egmoreoperate with revised 
services on Friday and 
Saturday, while the 
Guruvayur–Chennai Egmore 
Express (Train No. 16128) will 
run with changes from 
Thursday to March 15.The 
Kanniyakumari–Hyderabad 
Special (Train No. 07229) will 
run on Friday (March 13) via 
Madurai, Manamadurai, and 
Karaikudi and will reach 
Tiruchy.

No alliance talks held with TVK, 
says Palaniswami

HENNAI: AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami on Wednesday 
night dismissed reports of 
talks with Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) for an 
electoral alliance, calling 
the speculation “purely the 
media’s imagination”.

Responding to questions 
from reporters in 
T i r u c h i r a p p a l l i , 
Palaniswami said the 
AIADMK had not held any 
discussions with the party 
led by actor-politician 
Vijay. He also said seat-
sharing talks with allies 
had not yet begun and 
would be announced when 

the process starts.
The AIADMK leader was 

speaking after meeting 
Union Ministers Piyush 
Goyal and L Murugan fol-
lowing an NDA rally 
addressed by Narendra 
Modi. Palaniswami also 
criticised Chief Minister 
MK Stalin for describing 
the upcoming Assembly 
election as a contest 
between Delhi and 
Tamil Nadu, saying the 
remarks reflected a lack 
of confidence. He 
expressed confidence 
that the AIADMK-led 
NDA would perform 
well in the polls.

Coimbatore: Three staff suspended after 44 kids 
fall ill post eating noon meal

CHENNAI: Three staff 
members have reportedly 
been suspended at a corpo-
ration school following the 
incident of forty-four stu-
dents who fell ill after con-
suming the midday meal, 
allegedly after a lizard fell 
into the food on March 11.

According to Daily 
Thanthi, 408 students study 
at the school, of whom 
around 384 regularly con-
sume the government’s 
nutritious midday meal. 
On March 11, 44 students, 
including 31 boys and 13 
girls, who had eaten lunch 

at the school, complained of 
vomiting and fainting soon 
after the meal. Teachers 
immediately rushed the 
affected students to the 
Coimbatore Government 
Hospital, where they were 
treated. All the students 
were discharged later in 

the evening after receiving 
medical care.Following the 
incident, Coimbatore 
Corporation Commissioner 
Sivaguru Prabhakaran and 
the corporation school’s 
Chief Educational Officer 
conducted an inquiry. 
Students undergoing treat-

ment after consuming the 
Noon meal During the 
inspection, a dead lizard 
was reportedly found in the 
food served to the students. 
Officials said the catering 
staff had served the meal 
without noticing the reptile 
had fallen into the food. 
Based on the preliminary 
investigation, the district 
collector ordered the sus-
pension of three staff mem-
bers: Kausalya, the nutri-
tion organiser; Manokari, 
the cook; and Jaya 
Kamalam, the kitchen 
assistant, for negligence. 

Madras HC grants interim stay on 
civil suit against Anbumani

CHENNAI: The Madras 
High Court has granted an 
interim stay on the pro-
ceedings in a civil suit filed 
by S Ramadoss against 
Anbumani Ramadoss con-
cerning the use of the name 
and symbol of the Pattali 
Makkal Katchi (PMK).

Earlier, PMK founder S 
Ramadoss had filed a civil 
suit before the Chennai 
Civil Court seeking a direc-
tion restraining Anbumani 
Ramadoss from using the 
party's name and symbol.

He also sought to set 
aside the communication 
issued by the Election 

Commission of India allo-
cating the party symbol by 
referring to Anbumani as 
the party president, and 
further prayed that he him-
self be declared as the presi-
dent of the PMK. When the 
matter came up for hearing 
before Justice M 
Dharmaprabu, a counter 
affidavit was filed on behalf 
of Dr Anbumani Ramadoss. 
In the counter affidavit, it 
was stated that S Ramadoss, 
about 87 years old, is not in 
a position to make adminis-
trative decisions due to his 
age and allied medical con-
ditions.

Antimicrobial resistance a major health 
challenge for India: Experts

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's call to check the 
indiscriminate use of antibiotics 
has been lauded by health experts 
who said that his message drew 
attention to a major health con-
cern of antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) that the country is present-
ly facing and called for regulating 
over-the-counter sale of such 
drugs.

AMR occurs when bacteria, 
viruses, fungi and parasites no lon-
ger respond to antimicrobial medi-
cines, according to WHO. As a 
result of drug resistance, antibiot-
ics become ineffective and infec-
tions become difficult or impossi-
ble to treat.

In his monthly 'Mann Ki Baat' 
radio address, Prime Minister 
Modi on Sunday said that antibiot-
ics are not medicines that can be 
taken mindlessly and urged people 
to take them only on the doctor's 
advice.

He said the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) recently 
released a report which said that 
antibiotics were proving ineffec-
tive against many diseases like 
pneumonia and UTI (Urinary 
Tract Infections). "This is a matter 
of great concern for all of us," he 
said.

Dr M Srinivas, Director of 
AIIMS-Delhi, underlined that anti-
biotics should be consumed only 
when prescribed by doctors and 
for the exact duration.

"Indiscriminate use of antibiot-
ics will lead to resistance, and if 
the infection increases, there will 
be no reserved drugs left to use. 
The AIIMS has taken the leader-
ship role in this matter... we have 
SoPs and hospital infection control 
systems and are creating aware-
ness about the issue," he said. 
ICMR Director General Rajiv Bahl 
said, "PM Modi has drawn the 
nation's attention to a serious 
issue. Overuse or irrational use of 
antibiotics for infections like pneu-
monia can lead to resistance, mak-

ing them less effective. Antibiotics 
should only be used when needed 
and prescribed by doctors," he 
said. Dr Atul Gogia, senior consul-
tant and Head of Infectious 
Diseases at Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, said that antimicrobial 
resistance is one of the greatest 
challenges India is currently fac-
ing. Indiscriminate use of antibiot-
ics - unsupervised and self-medica-
tion - is leading to growing morbid-
ity and mortality, he said.

The common simple-to-treat 
infections are becoming increas-
ingly difficult to treat because of 
the growing antimicrobial resis-
tance, Gogia stressed.

"There is a need of the hour to 
restrict over-the-counter sale of 
antibiotics as well as restrictions 
on their use in animals. Ensuring 
supervised antibiotic use in proper 
dosage and duration is the need of 

the hour to prevent further aggra-
vation in the AMR situation," he 
said.The early involvement of phy-
sicians and infectious disease doc-
tors for proper implementation of 
the guidelines is very essential to 
prevent the onslaught of AMR, he 
added.

India, bearing a silent and large 
pandemic in terms of high burden 
of infectious diseases, with UTI 
and pneumonia being the major 
ones, easy over-the-counter avail-
ability of antibiotics, irrational 
prescribing, and incomplete treat-
ment courses have accelerated 
resistance, said Dr Neha Rastogi, 
Senior Consultant-Infectious 
Diseases, Fortis Gurugram.

"With the strategy to empower 
the community as a modality to 
combat antimicrobial resistance, 
Prime Minister Narendera Modi 
emphasised on mass awareness," 

she said. Massive impact of behav-
ioural change, better diagnostics 
alongside stringent regulation and 
implementation of national poli-
cies on controlling AMR are need-
ed. "Prevention of infections - vac-
cination, sanitation and environ-
mental factors; pre-empting - early 
and improved affordable diagnos-
tics, avoidance of self-medication, 
right dose right duration protocol 
are key pillars to build and sustain 
the drive against antimicrobial 
resistance," Rastogi said.

Dr Manisha Arora, Director of 
Internal Medicine at CK Birla 
Hospital, Delhi, said that antibiotic 
resistance has emerged as one of 
the most serious global public 
health crises.

While it is a worldwide concern, 
India is among the countries most 
severely affected due to the wide-
spread misuse and overuse of anti-
biotics, she said.

Studies suggest that nearly 50-70 
per cent of antibiotic use in India is 
inappropriate, she said.

According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the rise of 
drug-resistant "superbugs" is 
alarming, with antimicrobial 
resistance currently responsible 
for approximately 700,000 deaths 
each year globally. If left 
unchecked, this number could rise 
dramatically to 10 million deaths 
annually by 2050, surpassing can-
cer as a leading cause of mortality. 
"In India, the situation is further 
worsened by self-medication and 
the easy availability of antibiotics 
without a prescription. This is a 
major concern and calls for strict-
er regulation and enforcement. 
"Antibiotics should only be taken 
when prescribed by a qualified 
healthcare professional. In paral-
lel, strengthening infection pre-
vention and control measures, 
along with increasing public 
awareness and education on 
responsible antibiotic use, is criti-
cal to tackling this growing threat," 
Dr Arora said.

Experts call for integrated action to 
curb antibiotic resistance

CHENNAI: Antibiotic resis-
tance is a critical global 
health threat due to excessive 
and inappropriate use of anti-
biotics in humans, livestock 
and agriculture, warn health 
experts. A major concern is 
the growing tendency among 
people to take antibiotics 
without medical advice.

When antibiotics are mis-
used, taken in the wrong dose 
or stopped midway, bacteria 
survive, mutate and become 
resistant, making infections 
harder to treat.“If antibiotics 
are not taken properly, some 
bacteria survive, mutate and 
become resistant over time. 
Even simple infections can 
turn life threatening,” infec-
tious disease expert Dr 
Surendran told DT Next. 
“Patients often discontinue 
antibiotics once symptoms 

improve, instead of complet-
ing the full course, enabling 
harmful bacteria to persist. 
Self-medication, use of left-
over antibiotics and pressure 
on doctors to prescribe them 
for viral infections like colds 
and flu worsen the problem.”

Antibiotic misuse extends 
beyond humans. Large quan-
tities are used in poultry, 
dairy and livestock farming 
to accelerate growth and pre-
vent disease. In agriculture, 
antibiotics used for crop pro-
tection contaminate soil and 
water. “These residues enter 
our food chain and water 
sources, contributing to resis-
tance. It is not only a medical 
problem but an environmen-
tal one too,” said environ-
mental activist Sundarrajan 
of Poovulagin Nanbargal.

The scale of the crisis is 

evident in global data. WHO 
estimates that nearly one in 
six bacterial infections world-
wide is now antibiotic resis-
tant. It warns that antibiotic 
resistance could lead to 10 
million deaths annually by 
2050 if urgent action is not 
taken. In India, surveillance 
by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research shows 
alarming trends. In 2024, 
analysis of more than 99,000 
laboratory samples revealed 
that gram-negative bacteria 
continue to dominate seri-
ous infections, particularly 
blood, urine and respiratory 
illnesses. Declining effec-
tiveness of last-resort antibi-
otics such as carbapenems 
against pathogens like 
Klebsiella pneumoniae has 
raised serious concern 
among clinicians.
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The contrast between LPG and PNG is a contrast between two energy delivery
architectures: one, based on physical distribution cycles, and another on contin-
uous infrastructure flow. India's latest cooking-fuel disruption has revealed a
structural asymmetry in how energy reaches Indian households. As geopolitical
tensions around the Strait of Hormuz disrupted LPG cargo movements in
March 2026, the contrast between India's cylinder-based LPG ecosystem and the
piped natural gas (PNG) network became stark.
The queues outside LPG agencies were not merely a temporary logistics prob-
lem. They exposed a deeper vulnerability in India's cooking fuel architecture,
one rooted in import dependence, thin storage buffers and a complex distribu-
tion chain. By contrast, households connected to city gas distribution (CGD)
pipelines experienced little disruption. However, the current crisis does not
mean PNG has replaced LPG. But it does explain why, under stress, PNG has
demonstrated an infrastructure resilience that LPG struggles to match.

IINDIA'S LPG DEPENDENCE
India is one of the world's largest LPG consumers. According to data from the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG), India consumed about 31.3
million tonnes of LPG in FY2024-25, while domestic production stood at roughly
12.8 million tonnes. Imports, therefore, met close to 60% of total demand. The
scale of LPG dependence is equally visible at the household level. Data from the
Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) indicates that India has over 33.2
crore active LPG connections, including more than 10 crore beneficiaries under
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). This rapid expansion of LPG
access since 2016 has been a major clean-cooking achievement. But it has also
deepened the country's exposure to external supply shocks. The geographical
concentration of LPG imports amplifies this risk. Government briefings in
March 2026 indicated that around 90% of India's LPG imports normally transit
through the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's most critical energy choke-
points. Estimates from S&P Global suggest that the strait directly affects over
half of India's LPG consumption when transit routes are accounted for. The
physical storage capacity of the system offers limited cushioning. In a supply
system designed for rapid cargo-to-distribution turnover, even short shipping
disruptions can create local shortages before national reserves are mobilised.
This is exactly what unfolded during the March disruption.

WHY PIPED GAS WAS UNHARMED
However, while LPG distribution faltered, PNG supplies to households in major
cities continued largely uninterrupted. The difference lies in the structure of
the two delivery systems. LPG is a logistics-heavy fuel. After production or
import, LPG must pass through multiple stages: storage at terminals, transport
to bottling plants, cylinder filling, trucking to distributors and final delivery to
households. India operates around 210 LPG bottling plants with a rated capacity
of about 22.6 million tonnes annually, with more than 25,000 LPG distributors.
Each stage in this chain introduces potential disruption points during supply
shocks. PNG, by contrast, relies on a continuous pipeline network. Natural gas
flows from production fields or import terminals through the national gas grid
to city gas distribution systems and then directly to household meters. Once
connected, the household receives gas through an underground pipeline with-
out booking refills or managing cylinder deliveries.

January's anti-government
protests in Iran were probably seen
by Israel's wily leader, Benjamin
Netanyahu, as a golden opportuni-
ty to finally convince Donald
Trump to mount a joint military
operation against the country.
Basking in the glory of his stun-
ning success in Venezuela, Trump
must have been swayed by
Netanyahu's argument that the
clerical regime was at its weakest
since the 1979 Islamic revolution
and could easily collapse, giving
him another quick victory.
Trump was likely convinced by
Netanyahu that during the 12-day
war last summer, Israel had
destroyed Iran's air defences, killed
its top military commanders, and
finished off its air force as well as
its large stock of ballistic missiles
and drones. He also believed that
his decision to drop massive 13,000
kg GBU-57 MOP bombs using giant
B2 bombers had destroyed Iran's
nuclear facilities in Fordow,
Natanz, and Isfahan. If Iran had
concealed any ballistic missiles
within these facilities, those would
have been inaccessible after the
attack. 

Were Israel And The US In Sync?
While Israel was convinced of the
need to launch a joint attack to com-
pletely destroy Iran's military capa-
bility, American military com-
manders were not sure whether
there was any immediate need to do
so; they were also not prepared.
Only a quarter of the US public sup-
ported attacking Iran. But Trump
only needed to convince himself. He
was emboldened by his swift cap-
ture of Nicolás Maduro, replacing
him with a compliant Delcy
Rodríguez. He wanted to repeat that
change in Iran. Persuading
American presidents to attack Iran
and change its regime has been a
major political and strategic goal of
Netanyahu for over three decades.
But Israel never had an occupant in
White House who would actually
share that objective and be so open
towards it. It was Trump who, in
his first term, recognised
Jerusalem as Israel's capital and
shifted the US embassy there from
Tel Aviv. Under Netanyahu's influ-
ence, Trump also withdrew the US
from the Iran nuclear deal negotiat-
ed by the Obama administration,
which Tehran had adhered to. Iran

began enriching uranium to levels
close to weapons-grade only after
Trump pulled the US out of the deal.
It was also Trump who supported
Netanyahu's brutal military cam-
paign in Gaza following Hamas's
invasion of Israel in 2023. He even
sanctioned the judges of the World
Court who issued an arrest warrant
against Netanyahu for alleged war
crimes. Most Israelis have seen
Iran as their most important securi-
ty challenge for years and agreed
with Netanyahu that its Islamic
regime with an advanced nuclear
programme posed an existential
threat to the Jewish state. The
Ayatollahs have never hidden their
wish to wipe Israel from the face of
the earth. Under the previous
Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei,
Iran funded, armed and trained
anti-Israel groups such as
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Houthis.
Israel, however, has managed to
degrade most of these groups and
kill their leaders and commanders
in the past three years.

Netanyahu's Awkward Timing
Even so, the timing of Netanyahu's
push for a joint military operation
against Iran raised eyebrows even
in Israel. The strikes came when he
was under increasing criticism for
the security failures that allowed
the 2023 Hamas attack, which
resulted in the death of 1,200
Israelis and 251 others being taken
hostage. Netanyahu was also fac-

ing a corruption trial, and his pop-
ularity was waning ahead of the
October elections. Therefore, he
aimed to regain public support,
which he had enjoyed during the
early stages of the Gaza war.
For Netanyahu, the Iran conflict is
also a useful distraction that has
gained even more political signifi-
cance after the Gaza ceasefire put
into question the logic of that con-
flict - with the release of hostages,
he couldn't justify military action
in Gaza. Israelis are tired of endless
wars where ordinary citizens, as
military reserves, have to partici-
pate in military conflicts.
Netanyahu's policies on Gaza and
West Bank settlements have also
isolated Israel on the international
stage. But as happens during wars,
Netanyahu has managed to unite
his country once again in favour of
military action. After years of suf-
fering from missile attacks by
Iran's proxies, they are in favour of
destroying its military capability
to harm them and even bringing
regime change in Tehran. Iran and
its proxies have killed at least 3,500
Israelis since the turn of the centu-
ry. No wonder that last month, a
poll in Israel found that 59% of
Israelis supported joining an
American attack on Iran.

Americans No Longer Support
Thiis War
But in the US, the picture has been
different. Fewer Americans than

ever share Israel's aims. On the eve
of the launch of the current mili-
tary operation in Iran, a Gallup poll
found that more Americans now
sympathise with the Palestinians
than with the Israelis. According to
the survey, 41% of respondents
express greater sympathy for the
Palestinians, compared with the
36% who side with the Israelis. This
is the first major military conflict
in which an American administra-
tion lacks majority public support.
Only 41% of the US public supports
this war, according to an analysis of
various polls by The New York
Times. Even the Iraq war of 2003,
during which the public was misled
by the George W Bush administra-
tion into believing that Saddam
Hussein possessed weapons of mass
destruction, had the backing of 76%
Americans.

Goodbye To Powell Doctrine
The late Colin Powell, who was the
Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of
Staff during the first Iraq war in
1991, developed a war doctrine that
stated that war should be the last
resort, used only after all political,
economic, and diplomatic efforts
have been exhausted. If the US
must go to war, it should have a
clear objective, public support, and
an exit strategy, according to the
doctrine. Since then, most military
campaigns have largely adhered to
the Powell doctrine, except for the
current war against Iran.

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

The digital age has profoundly trans-
formed the structure of our society,
our ways of thinking, and our ways of
expressing ourselves. Today, through
mobile phones and the internet, any-
one can reach millions of people in a
matter of seconds. Social media plat-
forms have democratized expres-
sion—where previously, opportuni-
ties for entertainment and fame were
limited to a limited few, now everyone
has a platform to showcase their tal-
ent. But with this new opportunity has
also emerged many new challenges.
One of the most significant is the
debate surrounding content that some
sections of society consider “vulgar”
or “indecent.” Over the past few years,
social media has seen a rapid rise in
videos that, in the name of dance, act-
ing, or entertainment, showcase ges-
tures and performances that many
consider to be contrary to cultural val-
ues. These videos often garner mil-
lions of views, likes, and shares, fur-
ther expanding their reach. In this
race for popularity, content quality
and social responsibility are often
overlooked. A large segment of society
believes that this type of content has a
particularly damaging impact on
young people and teenagers. When
they see others achieving immense
fame and financial gain by creating
videos that last only a few seconds,
they may develop a desire to do the
same. Sometimes this inspiration is
channeled into a creative direction—
creating content related to music, art,
dance, or education. However, in
many cases, this motivation turns into
a mere pursuit of virality, where any
means are used to gain attention. It's
also been observed that trends and
algorithms have a significant impact
on social media. Content that is
viewed and shared more often spreads
faster. Therefore, if viewers repeated-
ly watch the same types of videos that
they themselves consider "vulgar,"
they are inadvertently perpetuating
that trend. Therefore, blaming only
the content creators isn't a complete
solution to this problem. Viewers are

also a vital part of this digital ecosys-
tem. On the other hand, there is also
the argument that art and entertain-
ment have their own freedoms. There
are many forms of dance, acting, and
expression, and each person views
them differently. What one person
finds inappropriate may be merely a
form of entertainment or art to anoth-
er. This is why this topic sparks heat-
ed debate in society. Some consider it
a part of freedom of expression, while
others see it as an erosion of social and
cultural values. This raises an impor-
tant question—should any kind of pop-
ularity be considered a benchmark for
success? Social media has greatly
accelerated the process of achieving
fame. Previously, it took years for an
artist to gain recognition; today, a
viral video can make someone a star
overnight. But this instant fame is
often not lasting, and its social impact
can be complex. Many young people
may fall into the trap of believing that
only controversial or attention-grab-
bing content is the path to success. As
a result, they chase instant popularity
instead of developing their talents.
This trend not only impacts personal
growth but also impacts the quality of
entertainment in society. Culture isn't
the product of a single individual or
generation. Culture is shaped by cen-
turies of experience, traditions, and
social values. It's constantly chang-
ing—as each era brings with it new
ideas and new forms. But it's essential
to maintain a balance between change
and excess. When entertainment
becomes solely about sensationalism
or attention, it's natural for society to
worry about whether we're drifting
away from our values. In this context,
the role of family, education, and soci-
ety also becomes crucial. It's crucial to
teach children and young people that
not everything they see on the internet
is worthy of emulation. Digital litera-
cy—that is, understanding how the
online world works—has become a
crucial necessity today. If young peo-
ple understand how algorithms work,
how views and likes are generated,
and what types of content can influ-
ence them, they will be able to make

more informed decisions. Content cre-
ators also have a responsibility no
less. Those who reach millions of
viewers also have the power to influ-
ence society. If they use their popular-
ity to promote positive messages, cre-
ative art, and inspirational content,
social media can become a powerful
platform for society. There are many
examples where creators have pro-
moted education, folk culture, lan-
guages, and traditions, influencing
millions of people. Therefore, the solu-
tion lies not in mere protests or boy-
cotts, but in a balanced approach.
Society must decide what type of con-
tent it wants to promote. If audiences
are more supportive of creative,
informative, and culturally rich con-
tent, more of that content will natural-
ly be seen. Social media algorithms
ultimately depend on audience prefer-
ences. Platform companies also have a
responsibility to develop standards
and policies that take into account the
broader interests of society. Many
platforms already implement commu-
nity guidelines, but their effectiveness
depends on how seriously they are
enforced. Ultimately, it's important to
understand that culture isn't protected
solely by slogans or hashtags. Culture
is strengthened when society sustains
it through its behavior, choices, and
priorities. If we truly want to preserve
our cultural identity, we must pro-
mote positive alternatives—whether
it's folk art, traditional music, litera-
ture, or modern, yet sensitive and
responsible, entertainment. Social
media is a powerful medium. It can
both unite and divide society. The only
difference lies in how we use it. If cre-
ators create content responsibly and
viewers choose wisely, these plat-
forms can become the greatest plat-
forms for cultural preservation and
creative expression. Ultimately, cul-
ture isn't created or destroyed by one
person, one video, or one trend. It's
shaped by society's collective con-
sciousness and decisions. Therefore,
the responsibility lies with all of us—
creators, viewers, and society. 
(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD (Political
Science), is a poet and social thinker.)

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

The digital age has opened
new doors to expression.
The internet and social
media have given everyone
the opportunity to reach
the world. While previous-
ly limited sources of infor-
mation and entertainment,
today anyone can create
videos, write blogs, and
reach millions of people
using their mobile phones.
This change is both demo-
cratic and inspiring. But
with every change comes
new challenges. Today, in
the world of social media,
popularity has a new defi-
nition—followers, likes,
shares, and views. The
higher these numbers, the
more successful a person is
considered. This competi-
tion has led many content
creators to a path where
even the confines of person-
al life are becoming part of
their content. In the past
few years, a new trend has
rapidly emerged—bringing
family feuds and personal
conflicts to the camera and
sharing them on social
media. Husband-wife dis-
putes, sibling conflicts,
mother-in-law-daughter-in-
law squabbles, or even
small internal family argu-
ments—things that were
previously resolved within
the confines of the home—
are now being broadcast to
millions of viewers in the
form of videos and posts.
Many YouTubers and blog-
gers call this "real life con-
tent." They argue that view-
ers want to see reality. But
the question is: is it neces-
sary to make every real
event public? Is it appropri-
ate to expose personal rela-
tionships to the curiosity of

viewers? In fact, social
media algorithms also
encourage this trend.
Content that evokes contro-
versy, emotional reactions,
or sensationalism tends to
go viral faster. People com-
ment more on such videos,
offering their opinions, and
sometimes even arguing
for or against them. This is
why some creators deliber-
ately choose topics that can
stir up emotions.
Unfortunately, sometimes
these conflicts are genuine,
and the privacy of family
members is at stake. A
minor dispute can be blown
out of proportion by being
exposed to the cameras.
This not only compromises
the dignity of relationships
but can also negatively
impact other family mem-
bers—especially children.
In some cases, it's been
observed that disputes are
deliberately exaggerated or
even completely scripted.
This means that the con-
flict isn't real, but an
attempt is made to appear
real to attract audience
attention. 
This blurs the line between
entertainment and reality.
In this age of social media,
going "viral" has become
synonymous with success.
When a video receives mil-
lions of views and thou-
sands of new followers, the
creator feels they've chosen
the right path. But this pop-
ularity is often fleeting. A
controversy that captured
audience attention one day
is overshadowed by anoth-
er controversy the next.
There's also a social aspect
to this trend. When viewers
repeatedly see such con-
tent, they gradually begin
to perceive it as normal to

bring personal relation-
ships into the public arena
and make them a topic of
discussion. This can under-
mine the sense of privacy
and decorum in society. In
our society, the family has
always been considered a
strong institution. Family
is not just a living arrange-
ment, but also a foundation
of emotional security,
trust, and mutual under-
standing. When internal
family problems are made a
public spectacle, it under-
mines the trust that is the
foundation of relation-
ships. Furthermore, young
people and teenagers make
up a significant portion of
the social media audience.
They are influenced by
what they see. If they
repeatedly see that it's nor-
mal to publicize personal
conflicts in order to gain
popularity, they may devel-
op the impression that it's
acceptable to go to any
lengths to achieve success
in life. It's also true that not
all content creators are like
this. 
There are many
YouTubers, bloggers, and
digital creators who pro-
duce informative, creative,
and positive content. Many
people working in educa-
tion, science, art, culture,
travel, and social issues are
using social media as a pos-
itive platform. Their efforts
prove that controversy and
drama aren't the only path
to popularity. The real
question is one of responsi-
bility. When someone has
the power to reach thou-
sands or even millions of
people, it also carries a
social responsibility.
Content creators must
understand that their con-

tent not only entertains but
also influences people's
thinking and perspectives.
Viewers also play a signifi-
cant role in this. After all,
they are the ones who
decide what type of content
gets watched and what gets
ignored. If viewers only
promote sensational and
controversial videos, it's
natural that such content
will continue to grow. But if
they give more support to
constructive and positive
content, the digital land-
scape could change. Today,
there's a need for balance
and understanding in the
use of social media. We
should set boundaries for
our personal lives and
understand that not every-
thing needs to be made pub-
lic. Popularity and follow-
ers are important, but the
dignity of relationships and
personal respect are far
more important.
Ultimately, it's important
to remember that social
media is a tool, not an end.
It can be used to spread
knowledge, communicate,
and foster positive change.
But when it becomes a
mere pursuit of popularity,
its negative consequences
begin to emerge. If this
hunger for followers and
views continues to grow,
it's possible that one day
people may become popu-
lar but lose touch with
their own relationships
and values. Therefore, it's
important to understand in
time that true success is
achieved with respect and
sensitivity—not by auc-
tioning off relationships. 

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh,
PhD (Political Science), is
a poet and social  thinker.)
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Hyderabad:  Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Thursday,
March 12, inaugurated
Netflix Eyeline Studios
Global VFX and Virtual
Production Hub here and
invited the OTT leader to
set up a bigger facility in
the ‘Bharat Future City’
being developed by the
state government on the
city outskirts. 
Eyeline is Netflix’s innova-
tion hub. Reddy vowed to
attract all the Fortune 500
companies to the Bharat
Future City. Highlighting
his dream to make
Hyderabad a hub of the
international film indus-
try, Reddy said Netflix set-
ting up a facility in the city
means the “arrival” of
Hollywood. “This is the
stepping stone for my

dream. This is the place
not only for Tollywood,
Bollywood, Kollywood. I
have been focusing on
Hollywood. Today, I am
happy to announce that
Netflix is here. I can
authoritatively say
Hollywood is here. My
dream is going to come
true. I sincerely welcome
Netflix,” he said. 
Urging Netflix to expand
its presence in Hyderabad,
he assured the govern-
ment’s support to the OTT
platform. Reddy, who said
he has been interested in
films since his childhood,
offered to allot land in the
‘Bharat Future City’ where
AI would be hosted in a big
way for Netflix to establish
a bigger facility. “I don’t
know where your corpo-
rate office is. But, you have

to relocate your corporate
office to my Bharat Future
City. I have openly told my
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi). I am going to attract
every company in the
Fortune 500 list to my
Bharat Future City,” he
said. Observing that
“Hyderabad is a natural
home for Netflix“, he said
both the city and the OTT
platform are global success
stories. Noting that Netflix
has, of late, been putting
lot of focus on sports,
Reddy said his govern-
ment is promoting sports
in a big way by building
sports infrastructure and
establishing a sports uni-
versity. Telangana IT
Minister D Sridhar Babu,
Union I&B Secretary
Sanjay Jaju and other offi-
cials were present.

New Delhi: Meta-owned
WhatsApp has unveiled a
new “parent-managed”
account model, effectively
opening the messaging
platform to pre-teens (chil-
dren under the age of 13)
under strict guardian over-
sight. The move marks a
strategic shift for the mes-
saging app, which has his-
torically maintained a
minimum age require-

ment of 13 (or higher in
some regions). “With input
from families and experts,
we’re rolling out new par-
ent-managed accounts that
allow parents or guardians
to set up WhatsApp for pre-
teens, with new controls to
limit their WhatsApp expe-
rience to messaging and
calling,” WhatsApp said in
a blog post. WhatsApp said
that while parents can con-

trol the contact list, the
content of the messages
will remain protected by
end-to-end encryption. The
new parental controls and
settings will be gated by a
parent PIN on the man-
aged device, and only par-
ents will be able to access
and change privacy set-
tings. The feature is cur-
rently being rolled out in
phases.

Bangalore, March 12, 2026-
Cognizant (Nasdaq: CTSH)
released new research show-
ing that companies pursuing
AI adoption overwhelmingly
prefer IT services firms -
such as "AI Builder" firms, a
new services model defined
by designing and building
custom, full stack AI solu-
tions - to deliver real enter-
prise value from AI.
The research, based on a
quantitative study of 600 AI
decision makers and qualita-
tive interviews with 38 sen-
ior executives, finds that
organizations rank custom
solutions and flexible
engagement models as the
most important factor when
selecting an AI partner,
ahead of pricing and time to
value. Pricing and proven AI
case studies remain impor-
tant, but rank below capabil-
ities that enable AI to be
embedded directly into busi-
ness operations and value
chains. 

Cognizant AI
At the same time, enterprises
cite generic, off-the-shelf AI
solutions as a leading reason
to reject an AI provider,

along with lack of industry-
specific expertise, inability
to integrate into existing
technology stacks, and inade-
quate support and mainte-
nance. According to the
research, the top three chal-
lenges organizations face in
enterprise AI adoption are
regulatory and compliance
concerns, difficulty demon-
strating return on invest-
ment and lack of clear AI
strategy and vision.
"AI success is not about
deploying isolated models—
it's about engineering intelli-
gence into the enterprise
with purpose-built solu-
tions," said Ravi Kumar S,
CEO of Cognizant. "The most
trusted path to an AI future
is working with an AI
Builder—one that brings
deep industry context, sys-
tems engineering expertise,
and operational accountabil-
ity. At Cognizant, we focus
on building the bridge from
AI experimentation to meas-
urable enterprise value."

Key findings from the study
include:
Enterprises face a "messy
middle" in scaling AI: AI

builders can create the
bridge to enterprise value --
solving complex, real-world
problems:
·       63% of enterprises report
moderate-to-large gaps
between their AI ambitions
and current capabilities.
·       The biggest barriers to
scaling AI are operational
and organizational:
·       33% cite regulatory and
compliance challenges
·       31% struggle to demon-
strate ROI
·       27% report shortages in
talent
·       27% report inadequate
data readiness
AI investment is long term,
not experimental:
Enterprises are committing
sustained capital to AI, sig-
naling long-term infrastruc-
ture building rather than
speculative investment:
·       84% of enterprises main-
tain formal AI budgets
·       91% expect AI budgets to
grow in the next two years
·       50% anticipate double-
digit increases in AI budgets
over the next two years
·       52% are already invest-
ing $10M or more annually
on AI initiatives

AI is augmenting human
workforces, not replacing
them: Enterprise leaders are
not forecasting workforce
collapse, they're forecasting
redesign of workflows for
human-AI collaboration.
·       Across 13 enterprise
functions, the highest expect-
ed level of full automation is
only 20% (in sales)
·       Even in customer serv-
ice, where 76% of leaders
expect workflows to become
AI-dominant, only 9%
believe they will be fully
automated. In qualitative
interviews conducted as part
of the research, enterprise
leaders said "out-of-the-box"
AI is inadequate; they want
tailored solutions AI
builders can develop and
tune. A Vice President in the
UK banking sector shared,
"A lot of vendors come in
thinking that the off-the-shelf
solutions they have would fit
our needs, but often enough
they find that that's not the
case. And it takes them a
number of years, more than
they planned, and a lot of
money, both from us … to get
those software working. And
these are not just AI soft-

ware." A US-based insurance
industry CIO stated, "It
depends on where I'm insert-
ing this particular ingredient
in our value. And so some-
times I want a builder and an
engineer, sometimes I want
an integrator, sometimes I
want an activator. Because
they're playing more of a
coordinating function—a
weaving, stitching-together
function." Together, these
research insights underscore
a clear shift in enterprise
expectations: from experi-
menting with AI tools to part-
nering with AI Builders that
can design, build, integrate,
and operate AI systems at
scale— in alignment with
client governance, security,
and risk-management frame-
works and with lasting busi-
ness impact. These findings
align with recent remarks by
Babak Hodjat, Chief AI
Officer at Cognizant, who
noted that enterprises are far
from being able to rely on AI
"out of the box." In inter-
views with Fortune and
Reuters, Hodjat emphasized
that while agentic and gener-
ative AI systems are advanc-
ing rapidly.

Hyderabad, 12th March,
2026: redBus, the world’s
largest online bus ticketing
platform, released state-
level insights from its first-
of-a-kind redBus Pink
Report during
International Women’s
Week. Based on internal
data between 2019 and 2025,
the report highlights a
steady rise in women’s par-
ticipation in intercity bus
travel across Andhra
Pradesh. The state has
emerged as a leading mar-
ket for women’s intercity
bus mobility, and is cate-
gorised as one of the top
three states for women’s
mobility*.
Women travellers have
grown by 124% in 2025 com-
pared to 2019, outpacing the
overall growth of Andhra
Pradesh. Women now
account for 35% of intercity
bus travellers in 2025, up
from 24% in 2019. The find-
ings reflect how women’s
mobility has evolved in the
post-pandemic period, sup-
ported by greater digital
adoption, strong intercity
connectivity, and rising
participation in education
and the workforce.

Here is the link to the full
report:

Key highlights for Andhra
Pradesh:

Solo women travel has
increased by 89% compared
to 2019, highlighting a
strong shift towards inde-
pendent journeys

32% of people undertaking
long-distance bus journeys
above 500 km are women,

indicating rising confi-
dence in intercity travel for
work, education, and per-
sonal needs.

The 21–30 age group has sig-
nificantly grown by 92%
since 2019, indicating
younger users are increas-
ingly driving intercity trav-
el demand
These trends indicate that
women’s travel in Andhra
Pradesh is becoming more
frequent, diverse, and pur-

pose-driven, spanning edu-
cation, employment, and
personal mobility.
Prakash Sangam, CEO,
redBus commented:
“Andhra Pradesh is emerg-
ing as a leading state for
women’s intercity bus trav-
el, reflecting a clear shift in
how women are embracing
mobility across the region.
Women’s travel in India
today reflects more than
just rising journeys; it sig-
nals a growing sense of
independence. More
women across India are
choosing to travel on their
own terms, for work, educa-
tion, opportunity or leisure.
At redBus, we are continu-
ously strengthening fea-
tures that build trust, from
better visibility of bus rat-
ings by women, to
enhanced safety informa-
tion and dedicated support
systems. Our goal is to con-
tinue to make intercity
travel more reliable, more
accessible and more
empowering for every
woman in Andhra Pradesh
- whether she is travelling
alone or leading a group.
We believe mobility is free-
dom, and freedom should
be seamless.”

The US-Israel war with
Iran has made startlingly
clear how much the world
relies on energy from the
Gulf region. Since the
conflict began, the price
of oil has soared and is
currently trading at over
a third higher at $100 a
barrel, pushed up by air
strikes on shipping and
energy infrastructure,
and the effective closure
of the Strait of Hormuz, a
vital waterway for energy
shipments, which carries
a fifth of global oil sup-
plies. Nowhere is feeling
the effects of the current
energy crisis quite like
Asia. Last year, nearly
90% of all the oil and gas
that passed through the
Strait of Hormuz was
bound for the region.
Ordinary people rely on it
to heat their homes, fuel
their vehicles and gener-
ate electricity. Businesses
need it to power the
region's vast manufactur-
ing base. South East Asia,
in particular, is highly
exposed to the blockage in
the Persian Gulf. Even
countries that produce oil
themselves, such as
Malaysia and Indonesia,

have gradually started
producing less and
importing more over the
past decade. The vulnera-
bility is also partly to do
with the type of oil pro-
duced in the Middle East
and how countries in the
region refine it. "Middle
Eastern crude is general-
ly 'heavy sour' or 'medium
sour'," says Jane Nakano,
a senior fellow in the
Energy Security and
Climate Change Program
at the Center for Strategic
and International
Studies. Refineries in
South East Asia, Nakano
explains, have been set up
to process this type of
crude oil and simply
switching to another
provider, such as the US,

is not straightforward. "It
would take significant
investment to alter refin-
ery specifications," she
says. It puts many coun-
tries in a bind. The
Philippines, for example,
gets around 95% of its
crude oil from the Middle
East. The country's presi-
dent has already told pub-
lic workers to switch to a
four-day working week to
save fuel. Working from
home is being heavily
encouraged by various
governments in the
region. Other fuel-saving
measures, such as setting
air conditioner tempera-
tures in public offices at a
higher than usual 26°C,
were announced by
Thailand's energy minis-

ter on Tuesday. South
East Asia is also heavily
reliant on food imports.
The island city-state of
Singapore imports 90% of
its food, while all of
Indonesia's wheat, for
example, comes from out-
side the country. This
makes food prices partic-
ularly sensitive to rising
transportation costs. Last
week, the price of jet fuel
had soared by nearly 60%.
Petrol price caps Vietnam
is also feeling the strain.
The price of diesel has
gone up there by nearly
60% since last month. In
some cities this week
there were long queues of
moped riders at petrol sta-
tions panic-buying fuel.
There have been similar
scenes in Bangladesh.
Prices at the pumps have
been going up around the
world, although to a less-
er extent than seen in
Asia. In the US average
petrol prices are up 23%
on a month ago, while
diesel prices are up by a
third. In the UK diesel is
up 9%. It is something
that governments are
keeping an eye on. South
Korea has ordered a tem-

DDubai: Unrelenting Iranian
attacks on shipping traffic
and energy infrastructure
pushed oil above USD 100 a
barrel Thursday, March 12, as
American and Israeli strikes
pounded the Islamic Republic
with no sign of an end to the
war in sight. Iran hit a con-
tainer ship off the coast of
Dubai, caused a blaze near
Bahrain’s international air-
port, targeted a major Saudi
oil field with a drone and
forced Iraq to halt operations
at all of its oil terminals after
attacking its port of Basra on
the Persian Gulf. Iran flouted
a UN Security Council resolu-
tion from the previous day
demanding that it halt strikes
on its Gulf neighbours with
new attacks also reported in
Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates. Sirens wailed
before dawn in Jerusalem as
Israel intercepted incoming
Iranian missiles, and loud
booms were heard later in the
day in another attack on the
city. Israel launched a “wide-
scale wave of strikes” on
Tehran and in Lebanon,
where Israel says it is target-
ing Iran-linked Hezbollah mil-
itants, 11 people were killed in
two early morning strikes.
Since the United States and
Israel started the war with a
February 28 attack on Iran,
Tehran has focused on inflict-
ing enough global economic
pain to pressure them to halt
their attacks. US President

Donald Trump suggested that
was not imminent, however,
promising to “finish the job”
even though he claimed Iran
is “virtually destroyed.” “We
don’t want to leave early do
we? We’ve got to finish the
job,” he said at an event
Wednesday in Kentucky.
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei
hasn’t yet made a statement
or been seen since being cho-
sen to succeed his father
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
was killed in the opening day
of the conflict. But Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian suggested online
Thursday that for the war to
end, the world would need to
recognise Iran’s “legitimate
rights,” pay reparations and
offer guarantees against

future attacks. In addition to
attacking energy infrastruc-
ture around the region, Iran
has a stranglehold on the
Strait of Hormuz, the water-
way leading from the Persian
Gulf toward the Indian Ocean
through which a fifth of the
world’s oil is transported.
With traffic in the strait effec-
tively stopped, the price of
Brent crude oil, the interna-
tional standard, rose another
9 per cent to more than USD
100 a barrel, up some 38 per
cent over what it cost when
the war started. Iran fires at
Gulf Arab countries and hits
ship in Persian Gulf The UN
Security Council voted
Wednesday to approve a reso-
lution demanding a halt to
Iran’s “egregious attacks” on
its Gulf neighbours, but

Tehran showed no signs of
changing its strategy. As the
day began Thursday, a con-
tainer ship in the Persian Gulf
was hit with a projectile off
the coast of Dubai, sparking a
small fire, according to
British military’s United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations Centre. It said the
crew of the vessel were safe. In
Bahrain, an Iranian attack
sparked a major fire on
Muharraq Island, home to the
country’s international air-
port. Sirens sounded again
later in the morning with
more incoming Iranian fire.
Kuwait’s Defence Ministry
said an Iranian drone
smashed into a residential
building, wounding two peo-
ple. The UAE said it had acti-
vated air defences twice to

protect Dubai from attacks,
and firefighters extinguished
a blaze at a tower in Dubai
Creek Harbour after a drone
hit. Saudi Arabia said it shot
down a drone targeting the
diplomatic quarter of the cap-
ital, Riyadh, and also reported
downing drones in the king-
dom’s east, including at least
one trying to target its
Shaybah oil field. Following
an attack on Iraq’s Basra port
Wednesday that killed at least
one person, officials said
Thursday that operations
were halted at all the coun-
try’s oil terminals. Farhan al-
Fartousi, the director-general
of the General Company for
Ports of Iraq, said the attack
targeted a vessel in a ship-to-
ship transfer area of the
Persian Gulf port. In the UAE,
CitiBank said it would close
all its branches except one due
to a threat by Iran, not yet
realised, to target financial
institutions in the region.
Other financial institutions
have reportedly urged their
staff to work from home for
the time being. Explosions
heard Jerusalem while
Lebanon and Tehran are hit
In addition to the attacks on
Jerusalem, in which no casu-
alties were immediately
reported, missile launches
from Iran and Hezbollah also
sent Israelis to shelters in
multiple other areas, includ-
ing Tel Aviv and the northern
border with Lebanon. 
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The fact that Mojtaba
Khamenei has not yet been
seen on state media has led
to widespread speculation
on social media, particularly
among the Iranian diaspora,
about whether Iran’s new
supreme leader has been
injured, or even whether he
is still alive. What we know
so far is limited. Iran’s state
TV news channel has
referred to him as a “veteran
of the Ramadan war”, with-
out providing any further
confirmation as to whether
he has been injured. Reuters
has reported that he was
“lightly injured”, citing an
unnamed Iranian official. In
addition to his father, the
late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
Mojtaba Khamenei’s mother
and wife were also killed in
the US-Israeli strikes. We
have yet to see him in public,
or in videos or photographs
on state media, even though
it has now been almost four
days since he became Iran’s
third supreme leader on 8
March. Iran’s supreme

leader is elected indirectly
by the Assembly of Experts,
a constitutional body con-
sisting of 88 members
responsible for both the elec-
tion and supervision of the
supreme leader. One thing
that caught my attention in
Mojtaba Khamenei’s first
message was his claim that
he learned he had become
the supreme leader of Iran
via the country’s state TV
channel. "I learned about the
result of the vote of the

esteemed Assembly of
Experts at the same time as
you and through the Islamic
Republic’s television,”
Khamenei said in his mes-
sage, which was read aloud a
presenter. Iran is hitting out
in many directions to try to
damage sectors crucial to
the West, targeting oil, ship-
ping and banking. Dubai is
one of the places in the firing
line. A drone came down
near the international finan-
cial district earlier. It didn’t

injure anyone, but has pro-
vided a symbol for how busi-
ness and banking here is
being impacted by the war.
Tehran says it will hit west-
ern banks in retaliation for
US-Israeli attacks on Iranian
banking. Citibank has said it
is temporarily shutting most
of its branches in the United
Arab Emirates, with staff
now working remotely.
Other banks and businesses
across the region have taken
similar measures already.

There was no alert in Dubai
when this morning’s drone
flew through - an indication
of how some incoming
Iranian fire can pass under
the radar. Donald Trump
has claimed repeatedly that
he’s on the verge of victory
but Iran is inflicting pain -
financial and otherwise - on
the US and its Gulf allies,
which find themselves
engulfed in a war he started.
Around the same time as the
supreme leader's statement
was broadcast by Iran, we
also heard from Donald
Trump, who writes on social
media that the US stands to
profit from soaring global
energy prices.
He says on his Truth Social

platform: "The United States
is the largest Oil Producer in
the World, by far, so when
oil prices go up, we make a
lot of money. "BUT, of far
greater interest and impor-
tance to me, as President, is
stoping [sic] an evil Empire,
Iran, from having Nuclear
Weapons, and destroying the
Middle East and, indeed, the

World. I won’t ever let that
happen!" In the last few min-
utes, a statement purported-
ly from Iran's new Supreme
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei,
who has not been seen in
public since succeeding his
father, has been read out on
state-controlled television. It
includes a vow to continue
blocking the Strait of
Hormuz and says the regime
will "avenge the blood" of
those killed in US and Israeli
attacks. 
Three more civilian cargo
ships were attacked in the
Gulf earlier, while oil prices
hit almost $100 a barrel. One
person was killed on a US-
owned tanker off the coast of
Iraq, which was reported to
have been hit by an
unmanned speed boat carry-
ing explosives. Photos show
the extent of the damage.
Another tanker was
attacked while heading to an
Iraqi port. Both ships report-
ed fires on board. A Chinese
vessel was struck by an
unidentified projectile near
the Strait of Hormuz. 

When US President Donald
Trump began strikes on Iran,
killing Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in
the process, he told Iranians
to "take over your govern-
ment". "It will be yours to
take," Trump said. "This will
be probably your only chance
for generations." But as the
war between the US and
Israel and Iran has deepened
over the past two weeks,
Iranians have received
sharply different messages
about what may happen if
they do take action.
Encouragement from figures
outside Iran has come as
reports have emerged of an
increased security and police
presence in cities across the
country, with officials of the
Islamic Republic warning
against any possible gather-
ings or protests. 'We will
come after you' Earlier this

week, Iran's Police Chief,
Brigadier General
Ahmadreza Radan, warned
that his forces would treat
anyone who takes to the
streets "at the enemy's
request" as an "enemy". "All
our forces have their fingers
on the trigger and are ready
to defend the revolution and
support their people and
their country," Radan added.
Separately, a presenter on
Iran's state television

Channel Three addressed
opponents of the Islamic
Republic and those who
might protest against the gov-
ernment. "When the dust of
this sedition settles, we will
come after you," the presen-
ter said. "Confiscating your
property will be the least of it.
We will make you and your
families pay, whether you are
inside the country or abroad."
And on 8 March, Iran's
Prosecutor General Office

issued a statement warning
Iranians living abroad that if
they cooperate with what it
described as "hostile ene-
mies", they could face severe
punishment. Citing Iran's law
on the "intensification of pun-
ishment for espionage and
cooperation with Israel and
hostile countries", the state-
ment stressed that any "oper-
ational activity, intelligence
cooperation or espionage" for
such countries could result
not only in the confiscation of
property but also the death
penalty. These threats are a
stark reminder of the threats
faced by Iranians if they do
protest against the govern-
ment. During weeks of anti-
government protests in
December and January, at
least 7,000 protesters were
killed in an unprecedented
crackdown by security forces,
human rights groups say. 

China has approved a sweep-
ing new law which claims to
help promote "ethnic unity" -
but critics say it will further
erode the rights of minority
groups. On paper, it aims to
promote integration among
the 56 officially recognised
ethnic groups, dominated by
the Han Chinese, through
education and housing. But
critics say it cuts people off
from their language and cul-
ture. It mandates that all
children should be taught
Mandarin before kinder-
garten and up until the end
of high school. Previously
students could study most of
the curriculum in their
native language such as
Tibetan, Uyghur or
Mongolian. The law was

approved on Thursday as
the annual rubber-stamp
parliamentary session drew
to an end. "The law is consis-
tent with a dramatic recent
policy shift, to suppress the
ethnic diversity formally
recognised since 1949,"
Magnus Fiskesjö, an associ-
ate professor of anthropolo-

gy at Cornell University said
in a university report. "The
children of the next genera-
tion are now isolated and
brutally forced to forget
their own language and cul-
ture." However, Beijing
argues that teaching the
next generation Mandarin
will help their job prospects.

It also says the law for
"Promoting Ethnic Unity
and Progress" is crucial for
promoting "modernisation
through greater unity". The
law was voted and passed on
Thursday at the National
People's Congress in Beijing,
which has never rejected an
item on its agenda. The law
also provides a legal basis to
prosecute parents or
guardians who may instil
what it described as "detri-
mental" views in children
which would affect ethnic
harmony and it calls for
"mutually embedded com-
munity environments"
which some analysts believe
could result in the break up
of minority-heavy neigh-
bourhoods. 

Three years after his
death, some of music's
biggest names have com-
bined to record a tribute
album to Pogues front-
man Shane MacGowan.
The album, titled 20th
Century Paddy - The
Songs of Shane
MacGowan, was
announced on Thursday,
alongside the first single,
Bruce Springsteen's cover
of A Rainy Night In Soho.
In an accompanying
essay, Springsteen
described the Irish musi-
cian's songwriting as
"raw, hilarious, no apolo-
gies and profound". The
album, which will be
released in November,
also includes a duet
between Hozier and Oscar
nominee Jessie Buckley,
as well as songs by Tom
Waits, Primal Scream,
Steve Earle and David
Gray.  Actor Johnny Depp
has a duet with singer
Imelda May, while the
album will also feature
The Jesus and Mary
Chain, The Libertines
and Kate Moss.
MacGowan died in
November 2023 at the age
of 65, following a period of
ill health. He left a peer-
less catalogue of songs
articulating the life of
working class Irish immi-
grants, with tales of find-
ing love in the slums lit-

tered with references to
literature, mythology and
the Bible. In his essay,
Springsteen recalled
spending an afternoon
with MacGowan shortly
before his death. "He was
not well but he and his
wife, Victoria, proved
warm and gracious hosts.
As I left, I thanked him for
his beautiful work, his
music, his songs, his life.
I stood in his warmth,
kissed him and told him I
loved him." Springsteen
called the musician a
writer in the lineage of
"geniuses" and "natural
rebels" like Woody
Guthrie, Hank Williams,
Miles Davis, Aretha
Franklin and Bob Dylan.
"Shane was all naked bot-
tomless humanity.
Threatening to force us to
ask ourselves if we were
living deeply, authenti-
cally," he continued.
"[His] voice was so deeply
real, profane and honest,
his writing so flashing,
alive and historically rich
its genesis appeared as a
mystery to all including, I
believe, its creator,"
Springsteen added. "His
soul was filled with the
transgressive and ecstatic
properties of the saints. "I
don't know who'll be lis-
tening to my music in 100
years but I know they'll be
listening to Shane's." 

In 2004, as a 16-year-old liv-
ing in the Brazilian coun-
tryside, she was taking her
first steps in the modelling
world. She says French
modelling agent Jean-Luc
Brunel visited her family
home, to persuade her
mother to let her go to a
modelling contest in
Ecuador. He later killed
himself in prison, accused
of rape, sexual assault and
recruiting girls for the late
US financier and sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Back then, they didn't
know who Brunel was;
they had been introduced
by a famous Brazilian
scout. A BBC News Brasil
investigation has found
evidence that Brunel used
modelling agencies linked
to him at the time to active-
ly seek out young women
and girls from South
America for Epstein, and
to arrange visas for them to
travel to the US. Another
Brazilian woman, who
says she had a relationship
with Epstein, showed the
BBC her US visa. It named
one of Brunel's agencies as
her sponsor, even though
she says she never did any
modelling work for him
and the travel documents
were arranged solely so
that she could visit
Epstein. Gláucia's mother
was suspicious of Brunel,

but he seemed "very
charming" and eventually
she agreed her daughter
could go to Ecuador with-
out her. The teenager trav-
elled with Brunel's team to
Guayaquil for the Models
New Generation competi-
tion. At the time, local
newspapers reported that
the participants were
between 15 and 19 years
old. Gláucia says the com-
petition passed without
any major problems,
although she grew suspi-
cious when she was not
allowed to contact her fam-
ily. Another contestant,
from Western Europe, who
was 16 at the time, remem-
bers how Brunel's behav-
iour struck her as odd. She
asked not to be named, so
we are referring to her as
Laura. "It was weird how
he behaved and was
always hanging out with
the young Brazilian girls…
He was behaving like a
clown and only hanging
out with quite young girls,"
she says. Laura believes
that while the competition
was "legit" and well organ-
ised, "he knew exactly
which girls were vulnera-
ble". "He seemed to control
their finances,"
she says. "The girls from

Brazil and East European
countries seemed to be the
prime target." 

The head chef of Noma, one
of the highest-rated restau-
rants in the world, has
resigned amid allegations
of abuse. René Redzepi
announced his exit on
social media, saying: "After
more than two decades of
building and leading this
restaurant, I've decided to
step away and allow our
extraordinary leaders to
now guide the restaurant
into its next chapter."
Former employees had
accused the chef of creating
a toxic work environment,
including verbal and physi-
cal abuse, according to
media reports. The fine-
dining establishment,
which is based in
Denmark, has been prepar-
ing for a Los Angeles resi-
dency, but corporate spon-
sors pulled out after the
abuse claims and protests

outside his pop-up location.
In a statement posted on
Instagram, Redzepi said:
"An apology is not enough;
I take responsibility for my
own actions. "For anyone
wondering what this
means for the restaurant,
let me say it clearly: the
Noma team today is the
strongest and most inspir-
ing it has ever been," he
added. "We've been open for
23 years, and I'm incredibly
proud of our people, our
creativity, and the direc-
tion Noma is heading."

The Van Allen Probe space-
craft weighing more than
1,300lb (600kg) has re-
entered Earth's atmos-
phere, almost 14 years after
its launch.

The US Space Force
confirmed the probe's re-
entry on Wednesday over
the Eastern Pacific region
around 06:37 EDT (10:37
GMT), roughly 12 hours
later than originally pre-
dicted but within the

expected margin of error.
Most of the probe, which
launched in 2012, was
expected to burn up as it
travelled through the
atmosphere, though some
components may have sur-
vived. 

The space agency said
there was a one in 4,200
chance of being harmed
by a piece of the probe,
which it characterised as
"low" risk.

Nasa spacecraft weighing
1,300lb re-enters Earth's

atmosphere

Nineteen people have been
jailed over an attack at a
concert hall near Moscow
that killed 149 people and
left more than 500 injured -
the deadliest mass shooting
in Russia in two decades. A
Russian military court
handed life sentences to
four gunmen and 11 accom-
plices. Four other defen-
dants were given between
19 and 22 years, state media
reported. The attack at
Crocus City Concert Hall on
the outskirts of Russia's
capital on 22 March 2024
began with gunmen shoot-
ing before setting fire to the
venue. An Islamic State (IS)
group affiliate admitted it
had carried out the attack

and posted video evidence.
Moscow has repeatedly
accused Ukraine of involve-
ment - an allegation strenu-
ously denied by Kyiv. Some
6,000 people had been at the
auditorium in Krasnogorsk
for a rock concert on the
evening of the attack when
gunmen burst into the com-
plex and started shooting
randomly. The attackers
then set fires which
engulfed the venue and
caused the roof to collapse.
Many of the victims died
from bullet wounds and
some from smoke inhala-
tion. The four men convict-
ed of carrying out the shoot-
ing have all been identified
as citizens of Tajikistan.

Death toll from Ethiopia floods and landslides rises to more than 60
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The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Wednesday announced the
schedule for the first
phase of the TATA Indian
Premier League (IPL)
2026, to be played from
March 28 to April 12, 2026.
As three states are sched-
uled to undergo State
Assembly elections during
this period, the full sched-
ule of the tournament will
be announced once the
poll dates are announced. 

The 19th edition
of the T20 league will com-
mence when defending
champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) host Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru. A total of 20
matches will be played
across 10 venues:
Bengaluru, Mumbai,
Guwahati, New
Chandigarh, Lucknow,
Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi,
Ahmedabad and
Hyderabad. During this
period, the tournament
will feature four double-

headers, with the after-
noon matches beginning
at 03:30 PM IST and the
evening matches com-
mencing at 07:30 PM IST.
Following the opening
encounter on Saturday,
Mumbai Indians will take
on Kolkata Knight Riders
at the Wankhede Stadium

in Mumbai on Sunday.
The first double-

header of  the season will
take place on April 4, 2026,
when Delhi Capitals face
Mumbai Indians in the
afternoon match at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium in
Delhi, followed by Gujarat
Titans taking on

Rajasthan Royals at the
Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad.
Rajasthan Royals will
begin their home cam-
paign in Guwahati, where
they will host Chennai
Super Kings and Mumbai
Indians. Punjab Kings
(PBKS), meanwhile, will

play their early home fix-
tures at the PCA Stadium
in New Chandigarh.

During the season,
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru will play five
home matches in
Bengaluru and two in
Raipur. Punjab Kings will
play four home matches in
New Chandigarh and
three in Dharamshala,
while Rajasthan Royals
will play three home
matches in Guwahati and
four in Jaipur.

Note: The matches
scheduled in Bengaluru
are subject to clearance
from the Expert
Committee constituted by
the Government of
Karnataka. The commit-
tee will conduct a meeting
and inspection of the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium on
March 13, 2026, during
which a full-scale mock
demonstration of match-
day arrangements will be
carried out to assess the
stadium's preparedness
for hosting IPL matches. 

The escalating conflict in
West Asia has dealt a major
blow to the ongoing World
Para Athletics Grand Prix,
with participation shrinking
drastically as only six foreign
nations ultimately made it to
Indian shores, despite nearly
30 countries having earlier
confirmed their presence.
Coaches associated with the
Indian team said the war,
coupled with the holy month
of Ramzan, played a signifi-
cant role in drastically reduc-
ing participation numbers,
adding that that while 18 for-
eign nations had travelled for
India's inaugural edition of
the World Para Athletics
Grand Prix at the same venue
last year, the organisers
could not replicate those
numbers this time. A total of
257 athletes are competing in
the Grand Prix, the second
leg of the season, with India
fielding a massive 219 partici-
pants across multiple track-
and-field events and sport
classifications. Russia has
the second-largest contingent
with 40 para athletes, while
the remaining countries
account for only a minuscule
presence in comparison.

"The event has been hit hard
by the ongoing conflict in the
Gulf as well as Ramzan.
Around seven to eight
Muslim countries could not
make the trip because of that
(Ramzan). Several
International Paralympic
Committee officials were also
unable to travel and had to be
replaced at the last minute as
they were not getting flights
into India," said a coach of a
renowned para athlete on
condition of anonymity.
"Most of the connecting

flights come via Dubai and
the Gulf and with the disrup-
tions they (athletes) had to
cancel their trips," said the
coach. The inaugural World
Para Athletics Grand Prix in
Dubai last month featured
athletes from 53 nations,
lending the competition a
truly international flavour,
but the event in India has
been largely dominated by
the hosts, with several clean
sweeps owing to the limited
participation from foreign
countries. 

India's top doubles player
Yuki Bhambri and his part-
ner Andre Goransson
advanced to the quarterfinals
of the men's doubles event at
the Indian Wells Masters
after registering a straight-
set win over the pair of
Sander Arends and Jiri
Lehecka. Bhambri and
Goransson produced a solid
performance to defeat
Arends and Lehecka 6-4 6-4 in
the pre-quarterfinal clash
that lasted one hour and 14
minutes. They did not face
any break point in the match
and broke their rivals twice.
The Indo-Swedish pair main-
tained control through most
of the match, securing a cru-
cial break in each set to seal
the contest in straight sets.
Listen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com
Bhambri and Göransson will

take on Alexander Erler of
Austria and Andrea
Vavassori from Italy in the
last-eight stage of the presti-
gious ATP Masters 1000 tour-
nament. India's Yuki
Bhambri and his Swedish
partner Andre Goransson
have sailed into the semifi-
nals of the Indian Wells Open
on Thursday morning, dis-
mantling the Austrian-

Italian pairing of Alexander
Erler and Andrea Vavassori.
Bhambri and Goransson reg-
istered a 6-3, 7-6(2) win over
Erler and Vavassori. This is
Bhambri's maiden semifinal
at the ATP Masters 1000 level,
having made the doubles
quarter-final at the Masters
1000 level twice. His previous
two quarterfinal appear-
ances were at Indian Wells

came in 2025 (with
Goransson) and Miami
Masters 2025 (with Nuno
Borges).Notably, the unseed-
ed duo has yet to drop a single
set in the tournament. In the
Round of 16, Bhambri and
Goransson defeated the pair
of Sander Arends and Jiri
Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 after launch-
ing their campaign with a
resounding victory, defeat-
ing the duo of David Pel and
Fabrice Martin in straight
sets 6-1, 6-3. They will face
await the winners of
Khachanov/Rublev and
Rinderknech/Vacherot. with
a place in the final at stake.
Last month, Bhambri
climbed to a career-high
ranking of world No. 20 in the
latest ATP Rankings, making
him the first Indian men's dou-
bles player to break into the
Top 20 after Rohan Bopanna. 

Emma Raducanu and
Katie Boulter will be
absent when Great
Britain face Australia in
their Billie Jean King Cup
qualifier next month.
Raducanu, the British
number one and world
number 24, has commit-
ted to playing the WTA
500 clay-court tourna-
ment in Linz, Austria,
which runs across the
same week. Boulter,
ranked 64th in the world,
also misses the tie. GB
captain Anne Keothavong
has instead selected
Sonay Kartal, Harriet
Dart, Jodie Burrage and
17-year-old Mika
Stojsavljevic for the con-
test that will be staged in
Melbourne on 10-11 April.
A fifth player can be
added to the squad nearer
the time. Keothavong,
who it was thought would
face a tough task persuad-
ing the top British play-
ers to travel to Australia
for a hard-court tie at a
time when the European
clay court season is get-
ting under way, described
the best-of-five encounter

as "tough". But she added:
"We always embrace
these weeks together as a
team and will be up for
the challenge. "We've got
players with great experi-
ence in this competition
in our team and it's an
exciting opportunity for
Mika to join the senior
team for the first time."
Kartal will be hoping to
repeat the form that saw
her reach the fourth
round at 
Indian Wells this week
before withdrawing with
a lower back injury dur-
ing her match against
Elena Rybakina.
Australia have also
named their squad. Talia
Gibson, who has beaten
three top-20 players at
Indian Wells en route to
the quarter-finals, is
included alongside Maya
Joint, Storm Hunter,
Kimberly Birrell and
Ellen Perez. The eight-
team Billie Jean King Cup
finals will be held in
Shenzhen in the week
beginning 21 September.
Great Britain reached the
semi-finals last year.

Pakistan are in a rebuild-
ing phase after their T20
World Cup 2026 Super 8
exit. They chose six new
faces for the ODI series
against Bangladesh, but
the start to that rebuild-
ing phase was disastrous.
Fast bowler Nahid Rana
grabbed a maiden five-
wicket haul as
Bangladesh handed
Pakistan a new low in
white-ball cricket with a
dominant eight-wicket
win. Rana picked up 5-24,
and captain Mehidy
Hasan Miraz took 3-29
with his off-spin, as
Pakistan were blown
away for 114 all out in 30.4
overs. It was Pakistan's
lowest-ever ODI score
against Bangladesh,
eclipsing the previous

mark of 161 during a 62-
run loss at the 1999 World
Cup. Bangladesh galloped
to 115-2 in only 15.1 overs,
powered by a blazing
unbeaten 67 off 42 balls.
Former Pakistan player
Basit Ali was furious
after the result. "First,
shoot the man who told
them to score a minimum

of 60 runs in the ten pow-
erplay overs," he said on
The Gameplan, as quoted
by The Indian Express.
From 41/0 in 9.5 overs,
Pakistan collapsed to 92/9
in 23.5 overs. "He never
played cricket on a
ground. He just hands
over a piece of paper. Did
he not see what the condi-

tions are like here? Did he
not know that even India
have lost in Bangladesh?"
Former Pakistan wicket-
keeper Kamran Akmal
also came down hard on
the side.
"It felt like one team was

international and the
other was a club side
playing a practice match
before a World Cup," he
said. "I called Basit and
couldn't find words to
describe what kind of
cricket we were playing. I
swear to God, batting like
this doesn't even happen
in club cricket. Club
cricketers don't play this
badly." The second and
third games of the ODI
series will also be played
in Dhaka on Friday and
Sunday.

Nico de Boinville has "cate-
gorically" denied using any
"racial slurs" towards Irish
jockey Declan Queally dur-
ing the opening race on day
two of the Cheltenham
Festival. The English jock-
ey was accused of "abusing"
the amateur jockey before
the start of the Novices'
Hurdle on Wednesday, as it
was held up due to a false
start. Queally later told The
Racing Post, external he
had received "repeated
racist abuse" from his rival.
The Irishman, riding I'll
Sort That, and De Boinville
on Act Of Innocence could
be seen exchanging words
at the start line, but the
Englishman denies any
wrongdoing. De Boinville
told BBC Radio Sports
Extra: "It is an ongoing

investigation. "The stew-
ards are gathering all the
evidence they can from all
the video footage. "From
my point of view, I deny all
the allegations against me.
"I can categorically say
there weren't any racial
slurs or anything like
that. Let's let it play
out." Queally, 37,
appeared to topple
off his horse before

the race started and had to
be checked over by a doctor.
He was given the all clear to
race, along with Ballyfad,
who was kicked pre-race
and assessed by a vet in a
chaotic few minutes. A
number of false starts to the
planned rolling start meant
the horses were moved to a
standing start at the tape -
leaving jockeys jostling for
position. Queally, who fin-
ished fifth in the race, told
ITV Racing before entering
the weight room post-race:
"Being abused by an
English rider, Nico de

B o i n v i l l e ,
not very

nice.

Max Verstappen says
he wishes the new
Formula 1 was "more
fun" but is hopeful the

sport is heading towards
changes that will "improve
everything". The four-time
world champion is among
many drivers who find the
increased amount of energy
management required for the
engines this year is taking
away enjoyment and some
elements of their skill. "I am a
bit conflicted, because I don't
really enjoy to drive the car
but I do enjoy working with
the team," Red Bull's
Verstappen said. "I don't want
to leave [F1] but I also hope of
course it gets better. I have
had discussions with F1 and
the [governing body] FIA and
we are working towards

something that will hopefully
improve everything." There
are concerns over the unusu-
al techniques required of
drivers to ensure that the
new engines, which have a 50-
50 split between internal com-
bustion and electrical power,
have sufficient battery
charge for optimum perform-
ance. F1's bosses initially
agreed to take stock of the
rules after the first three
races and analyse whether
changes could be made. It
now seems there is a chance
modifications could be made
after this weekend's race in
China, the second of the sea-
son after Sunday's opener in
Australia. The main issue is
that the overriding require-
ment to ensure the battery is
fully charged at the most per-

formance-sensitive parts of
the circuit is reducing the
driving challenge, especially
in the most demanding high-
speed corners. Aston
Martin's two-time champion
Fernando Alonso said: "It is a
different challenge. That's
where you put the line, if
these cars are more fun or
less fun, and everyone will
have their own opinion. "We
used to 'fight for our life' in
Turn 12 in Bahrain, Turn
Nine and 10 in Melbourne,
sector one and 130R in
Suzuka, Turn Seven and
Eight here in China. "There
were always certain corners
that in Formula 1 were chal-
lenging the limits of the
physics, and the driver had to
use all the skills and be brave
in some of the moments as

well. "When you put new
tyres and you go through the
corner at a speed that you've
never been before in any of
the free practices, that chal-
lenge is gone in a way. "You
use those corners to charge
the battery, not any more to
make the lap time. "Still fun?
Yes, we love racing. Because I
grew up on the other, and I
was challenging myself in the
corners, I probably prefer the
other one. But I was super-
lucky to race in that era and I
still feel lucky that I race
now, so I like both." World
champion Lando Norris
said the "very, very different
style of driving" now needed
meant "you can still make a
difference as a driver by
driving the power unit in
the correct way, but not by

necessarily driving the
car in a much
better way". 

When Harry Hardwick was
working at his dad's cafe in
Middlesbrough to fund his
dream of becoming a UFC
fighter, the bright lights of
Las Vegas felt a world away.
"It's not a sensible idea, pur-
suing MMA," he says. But
in September 2025, on just
five days' notice Hardwick
stepped in to face Brazil's
Kaue Fernandes for his
UFC debut - over 10 years
after his first professional
MMA fight. Unfortunately
for Hardwick, the fight did-
n't go to plan - he suffered a
painful first-round loss and
left the octagon in a wheel-
chair. Now the 31-year-old
has a second chance to
prove himself as he faces
the undefeated Marwan
Rahiki on Saturday at the
Meta Apex in Las Vegas.

After a full camp and back
at his preferred weight class
of featherweight, Hardwick
is expecting a better per-
formance this time round. A
second defeat could see him
cut from the UFC - but after
a career filled with highs
and lows, he still feels
thankful to be "one of the
few MMA fighters that has
escaped the rat race". "I

pinch myself because I'm
very fortunate to be where I
am," Hardwick tells BBC
Sport. "I've still got a lot I
want to do, and I'm still very
much looking forward, but
this is mad. "The harshest
reality is that most dreams
fail." Hardwick is a former
Cage Warriors feather-
weight champion and
entered his UFC debut
undefeated in his last nine
fights, with eight wins and
one draw. He's spent most of
his career fighting along-
side part-time jobs, includ-
ing night shifts as a support
worker and in his dad's
local cafe. In the early days,
Hardwick would often turn
up to training without any
sleep, and admits that at
times the experience could
be "miserable". 

Verstappen wishes F1 was 'more fun'
M
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‘DHURANDHAR’ TO 
RE-RELEASE IN THE-
ATRES WORLDWIDE

ollywood star Kate
Winslet is moving
from one fantasy
land to another. The

actor, who just recently
reunited with her
“Titanic” director James
Cameron for “Avatar: Fire
and Ash,” is in talks to star
in “Lord of the Rings: The
Hunt for Gollum”.
Winslet will join Andy
Serkis in the movie, who is
directing and reprising his
popular role from the orig-
inal Peter Jackson trilogy,
reported Variety. Warner
Bros. hasn’t confirmed
who will appear in the
upcoming film, but Elijah
Wood and Ian McKellen
are reportedly reprising
their roles as Frodo
Baggins and Gandalf,
respectively.
Jackson, who originally
adapted the J. R. R.
Tolkien’s novel for the big
screen, is producing the
film with his creative part-

ners Fran Walsh and
Philippa Boyens.
“The Hunt for Gollum”
also reunites Winslet with
Jackson after they last
worked together in 1994’s
“Heavenly Creatures.” The
film is slated to release in
theaters on Dec. 17, 2027.
The story details are not
out yet but it is most likely
set between the events of
“The Hobbit” and “The
Fellowship of the Ring.”
Both “Lord of the Rings”
and its prequel series “The
Hobbit” were major box
office hits. The actor, who
just recently reunited with
her “Titanic” director
James Cameron for
“Avatar: Fire and Ash,” is
in talks to star in “Lord of
the Rings: The Hunt for
Gollum”  “The Hunt for
Gollum” also reunites
Winslet with Jackson after
they last worked together
in 1994’s “Heavenly
Creatures.” The film is

slated to release in the-
aters on Dec. 17, 2027. The
story details are not out
yet but it is most likely set
between the events of “The
Hobbit” and “The
Fellowship of the Ring.”
Both “Lord of the Rings”
and its prequel series “The
Hobbit” were major box
office hits. During a 2024
earnings call, David
Zaslav, CEO of Warner
Bros. Discovery, said the
trio would be involved
“every step of the way”.
For Winslet, the project
would also mark a reunion
with Jackson, who direct-
ed her in the 1994 cult
drama Heavenly Creatures
— one of her earliest
breakthrough roles.
The upcoming film is cur-
rently slated to hit cine-
mas on December 17, 2027.
While plot details remain
under wraps, the story is
believed to take place
between the events of The

Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings: The
Fellowship of the
Ring.
The project
arrives at a
moment of cor-
porate flux
for the studio.
Warner Bros.
Discovery is
in the process
of being sold to
Skydance Media
in a deal backed by
Paramount Global, a merg-
er that could potentially
reshape the company’s
development slate.
However, the Lord of the
Rings franchise remains
one of the studio’s most
valuable properties.
Both the Lord of the Rings
trilogy and its prequel
series, The Hobbit, were
major global box office
successes, with each trilo-
gy earning roughly $2.8
billion worldwide.

adi, Megha and
Hanika are acting as
heroines in the
movie Bullet Reddy.

This film is being produced
by Aadi Darshan under the
banner of Shree Lakshmi
Films. Currently this
movie is in regular shoot-
ing. Director-producer
Hero Adi announced the
details of this film in a
press meet held at
Hyderabad Film Chamber
today. Fight Master
Khayyum participated in
this program. On this occa-
sion *Director Producer
Hero Aadi said -* This is an
action oriented film. Bullet
Reddy, the hero of the film,
is a zamindar of a thousand
acres. How some greedy
people tried to get the
treasure worth lakhs of

crores of rupees due to
him. How the hero copes
with those attempts is
always interesting. My pro-
ficiency in martial arts
helped me to act in this
movie. Qayyum Master
supported me well. Our
film is currently in regular
shooting. We shot the song
in the forests of Adilabad.
Also we made fight

sequences in Nizamabad.
We will start shooting for
the next schedule from
23rd of this month in the
surrounding areas of
Rajahmundry and
Amalapuram. This sched-
ule will continue till April
5. After that, we will shoot
the songs in the schedule
in Goa and the final sched-
ule will be done again in

Adilabad and Nizamabad.
We will release our movie
on October 16 on the occa-
sion of Dussehra this year.
East Godavari, West
Godavari, Amalapuram
Ambedkar district...we
want to release the movie
compactly in ten theaters
in these three districts.
Said. *Fight Master
Khayyum says -* I am a
martial arts trainer. Aadi
used to be in our neighbor-
ing town. Adi is my disci-
ple. But I became a fan of
him after seeing the hard-
ships he went through for
this film. In this movie,
you will see how much Adi
worked hard on the screen.
With good fights, enter-
tainment and catchy songs,
Bullet Reddy movie will be
liked by all of you. Said.

ranitha Subhash
recently sparked a
debate on social

media after expressing her
support for the recently

released film The
Kerala Story 2.

Through a
strongly word-

ed post, she
spoke about

the need
to stand
u p
against
t h e

exploita-
tion and

m a n i p u l a -
tion of young

girls, stressing
that such issues

should no longer be
ignored. Her comments

quickly drew widespread
attention online, with some
people backing her stand
while others disagreed
with it. The discussion
soon spread across social
media platforms, and for a

brief period the actress
became a trending topic.
Amid the ongoing online
chatter, Pranitha also
shared a stunning new set
of photographs that
grabbed attention for her
elegant fashion sense. In
the pictures, she is seen
wearing a striking black
saree that perfectly blends
sophistication with mod-
ern styling. The saree
drapes beautifully, while
the sleeveless blouse fea-
tures intricate beaded and
textured detailing across
the neckline and bodice,
adding a glamorous edge
to the outfit. The subtle
shimmer of the embellish-
ments contrasts beautiful-
ly with the deep black fab-
ric, giving the look a
refined yet bold appeal.
She kept the styling mini-
mal with delicate earrings
and a bracelet, while her
straight hair and soft
makeup enhanced her nat-
ural beauty.

ctor Rashmika
Mandanna on
Thursday said she
will take legal action

against those publishing
an “old private conversa-
tion” that is being circulat-
ed now to create controver-
sy just after her marriage.
Mandanna was previously
engaged to Kannada actor
Rakshit Shetty but they
called off the engagement
in 2018, just a year later.
The “Thamma” star tied
the knot with fellow actor
Vijay Deverakonda in a
lavish ceremony in
Jodhpur recently. “To my
dearest people who have

been with me through this
incredible journey so far.
And to others concerned
with this matter. It has
been 8 years since a sus-
tained campaign of misin-
formation, harassment,
and targeted attacks from
a section of the media and
individuals online had
started against me,”
Mandana wrote on X. The
actor said she chose
patience and silence
despite being at the end of
“unfair criticism” but not
anymore. “…What has
happened in the last 24
hours crosses a line that
can’t be ignored. 

he hype surrounding
Ustaad Bhagat Singh
is reaching new
heights, with every

song and teaser receiving
a tremendous response
from audiences.
Taking the excitement a
notch higher, the team has
now launched the third
single “Collar Ey Etthara”,
and the buzz has intensi-
fied even further. Mounted
on a grand scale, the song
looks spectacular with its
massive sets, vibrant visu-
als, and electrifying ener-
gy on screen. Pawan
Kalyan looks terrific in the
number, lighting up the
screen with his trademark
style, energy, and dance
moves.
The pulsating beats by
Rockstar Devi Sri Prasad,
energetic vocals by Ram
Miryala, and powerful
lyrics penned by Kasarla
Shyam come together to
create a song that perfectly
captures the film’s mass
appeal.
The team is all set to
unveil the trailer on
March 14, followed by a
grand pre-release event on
March 15.
Director Harish Shankar
is leaving no stone
unturned to make Ustaad
Bhagat Singh a memorable
cinematic experience for
audiences.
Ustaad Bhagat Singh is
prestigiously being pro-
duced by Naveen Yerneni
and Y.Ravi Shankar under
Mythri Movie Makers and
is slated for a grand
release on March 19th.

Pathway Productions has
unveiled the teaser of
Carmeni Selvam. The film
brings together a strong
ensemble cast –
Samuthirakani, Gautham
Vasudev Menon, Lakshmi
Priyaa Chandramouli, and
Abhinaya, and a theme that
feels strikingly relevant to
today’s times - setting the
stage for what could become
a talking point this Diwali.
Today, makers unveiled the
teaser. The teaser begins
with a voiceover from
Samuthirakani: “There are
many means to make
money.” From there, differ-
ent voices chime in with
contradictory advice on
overspending, bold loans,
cryptocurrency bets, and
even dubious shortcuts
offering a witty reflection of
how money and success are
viewed in modern society.
Rather than presenting a
heavy-handed take, the teas-
er hints at a film with a light
tone, sprinkled with irony
and humor, making its
social observations both
sharp and entertaining. It
suggests that the story could

revolve around the financial
needs and decisions that
shape people’s lives, a theme
that resonates strongly in
today’s credit-based econo-
my and EMI driven lifestyle.
Visually, the teaser show-
cases Samuthirakani as a
family man with Lakshmi
Priyaa Chandramouli as his
wife and a young son. In
contrast, glimpses of him
abroad, seemingly alone,
raise questions about his
journey. Gautham Vasudev
Menon’s presence in an
undisclosed role further
adds to the intrigue, leaving
audiences speculating about
his importance in the story.
The teaser concludes with
Samuthirakani’s memo-
rable line: “If you want to be
rich, learn to spend like a
rich man. If you don’t have
the money, borrow and
spend.” a provocative note
that lingers with the audi-
ence long after the teaser
ends. With an ensemble of
powerhouse performers,
Samuthirakani, Gautham
Vasudev Menon, Lakshmi
Priyaa Chandramouli, and
Abhinaya, the film promis-

es to deliver compelling
characters, brought alive
through performances of
intensity and depth. The
crew comprises Ram
Chakri, who brings a fresh
vision as both writer and
director, and Yuvaraj
Dakshan, whose cinematog-
raphy delivers visuals as
compelling as the story
itself, with the music crafted
by Music Cloud
Technologies. With its time-
ly theme, relatable premise,
and a light yet thought-pro-
voking tone, Carmeni
Selvam is shaping up to be a
film that will spark conver-
sations among audiences.
The makers’ confidence in
the film reflects in its the-
atrical release strategy,
positioning it as an engag-
ing entertainer that blends
family dynamics with con-
temporary reflections on
money and lifestyle.
Releasing in theatres on
April 03, 2026, Carmeni
Selvam aims to connect
with viewers through a
story that balances enter-
tainment with meaningful
moments. 
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