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CM Revanth Extends 
Ramzan Greetings 
to Muslims
Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy extended heartfelt greet-
ings to Muslim brothers and sis-
ters on the occasion of Ramzan 
(Eid-ul-Fitr), conveying his best 
wishes for peace, prosperity and 
happiness.In his message, the 
Chief Minister expressed hope 

that the festi-
val would be 
c e l e b r a t e d 
with joy and 
enthusiasm 
along with 

family members, relatives and 
friends. He described Ramzan as 
a symbol of secularism and com-
munal harmony, highlighting 
its importance in promoting 
unity among people of different 
faiths.Chief Minister noted that 
the holy month of Ramzan, dur-
ing which the Qur’an was 
revealed, holds great spiritual 
significance. He said the strict 
fasting (Roza), disciplined 
prayers, and charitable acts 
such as Zakat and Fitra prac-
ticed by Muslims serve as an 
inspiration for all humanity.
Emphasising Telangana’s rich 
cultural fabric, A.Revanth 
Reddy stated that the State 
stands as a symbol of “Ganga-
Jamuna Tehzeeb” and reiterat-
ed that the government is com-
mitted to the welfare and 
empowerment of Muslim minor-
ities.He prayed for the contin-
ued prosperity of Telangana and 
wished that all people live 
together in peace, harmony and 
happiness, seeking blessings of 
Almighty Allah for the well-
being of every citizen.

BY M.RAJANIKANTH
Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka on 
Friday presented the State 
Budget for 2026–27 in the 
Legislative Assembly, describ-
ing it as a people-centric budget 
aimed at welfare, inclusive 
development and long-term 
economic growth.

In his budget speech, 
Minister said the government 
is committed to social, econom-
ic and political justice for every 
citizen and is working with fis-
cal discipline while fulfilling 
promises made to the people. 
He said Telangana is moving 
ahead strongly despite finan-
cial pressures inherited from 
the previous regime.

Bhatti Vikramarka stated 
that Telangana’s Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP) for 
2025–26 stood at 17.82 lakh crore 
with a growth rate of 10.7 per 
cent, higher than the national 
average of 8 per cent. He also 
said the State’s per capita 
income reached 4,18,931, which 
is significantly higher than the 
national average. The govern-
ment has set a target of making 

Telangana a $1 trillion econo-
my by 2034 and a $3 trillion 
economy by 2047.

The Finance Minister said 
the budget gives top priority to 
farmers’ welfare, women 
empowerment, youth employ-
ment, quality education, 
healthcare and infrastructure. 
He announced that the govern-
ment will launch the 
Indiramma Family Life 
Insurance Scheme from June 2, 
2026, providing life insurance 

cover of 5 lakh to 1.15 crore 
families across the State.

Highlighting welfare mea-
sures, he said the free bus trav-
el scheme for women is benefit-
ing over 34 lakh passengers 
daily, while the 500 gas cylin-
der scheme and Gruha Jyothi 
free electricity scheme are pro-
viding major relief to families. 
The government is also 
expanding support to self-help 
groups and women entrepre-
neurs through the Mahila 

Shakti Mission.
In the agriculture sector, 

Bhatti Vikramarka said the 
government is continuing 
Rythu Bharosa support, incen-
tives for fine variety paddy and 
horticulture expansion. He 
added that agriculture and 
farmer welfare have been allo-
cated 23,179 crore in the budget.
Minister also announced major 
initiatives in education, includ-
ing Young India Integrated 
Residential Schools, a break-
fast scheme for students from 
pre-primary to intermediate 
level, and extension of mid-day 
meals to junior college stu-
dents. The education sector 
received an allocation of 
Rs.26,674 crore.For the health 
sector, the government pro-
posed strengthening hospitals, 
expanding bed capacity, set-
ting up new medical colleges 
and issuing digital health cards 
to citizens. A total of 13,679 
crore has been allocated for 
medical and health services.On 
infrastructure, the Minister 
highlighted Bharat Future 
City, Musi rejuvenation, Metro 
Rail expansion and large-scale 
urban development works in 
Hyderabad and other towns. 

Bhatti Presents Telangana Budget 2026–27 

Emphasises Welfare and Growth Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU: 
Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka unveiled a 
series of new welfare, educa-
tion, health and employment 
schemes in the 2026–27 State 
Budget, reinforcing the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
inclusive development and 
social security.

The highlight of the bud-
get is the launch of the 
Indiramma Family Life 
Insurance Scheme from June 
2, 2026, which will provide 
Rs.5 lakh life insurance cov-
erage to 1.15 crore families 
across the State. The scheme 
has been allocated Rs.4,000 
crore.In a major boost to 
social welfare, the govern-
ment will sanction 2 lakh 
new pensions under the 
Cheyutha scheme, with a 
total allocation of Rs.14,861 
crore.Focusing on education 
reforms, the government 
announced the establish-
ment of Telangana Public 
Schools by upgrading select 
government institutions 
with modern infrastructure, 
digital facilities and trans-
port systems. Additionally, a 
breakfast scheme will be 

introduced for students from 
pre-primary to intermediate 
level, alongside the extension 
of the midday meal scheme to 
junior college students. 
Allocations of Rs.500 crore, 
Rs.800 crore, and Rs.100 crore 
have been made respectively.

In the healthcare sector, a 
cashless health protection 
scheme will be implemented 
for employees, pensioners 
and their dependents, cover-
ing 23.51 lakh beneficiaries 
through the Rajiv Aarogyasri 
Trust. The scheme will pro-
vide treatment for 1,998 dis-
eases in both government 
and empanelled private hos-
pitals using digital health 
cards.The government also 
introduced a comprehensive 
Employees’ Accident 

Insurance Scheme, offering 
Rs.1.2 crore compensation in 
case of accidental death, 
along with additional insur-
ance benefits. A combined 
allocation of Rs.1,056 crore 
has been proposed for health 
and insurance initiatives.

To enhance global employ-
ment opportunities, the gov-
ernment will launch the CM 
Overseas Employment 
Program, providing skill 
training, language support, 
visa assistance and job place-
ments in sectors such as 
healthcare, hospitality, con-
struction and logistics.
Further, trainees in ATCs 
will receive a monthly schol-
arship of Rs.2,000, with an 
allocation of Rs.80 crore to 
support skill development.

Telangana Budget 2026–27 New Welfare and 

Development Schemes Announced

Andhra CM seeks report on crop 
losses due to unseasonal rains

Amaravati, (TSIT) : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, on Friday, directed 
officials to prepare compre-
hensive estimates within 
two days regarding the 
crop damage caused across 
the state by strong winds, 
unseasonal rains, and 
thunderstorms.The Chief 
Minister held a video con-
ference from his camp 

office with district collec-
tors and senior officials.
Officials briefed Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu that crop damage 
has occurred in 42 mandals 
across 12 districts.

They said maize crop 
over 4,840 hectares, paddy 
over 1,534 hectares and 
black gram over 310 hect-
ares were damaged, adding 
that the loss is estimated at 

Rs 40 crore.The Chief 
Minister was told that 
rains also impacted horti-
cultural crops on 1,301 hect-
ares in 48 mandals across 
nine districts.Crops such 
as banana, papaya, chili, 
vegetables, mango, orange, 
and lemon were damaged, 
with the estimated loss val-
ued at Rs 23 crore. Based on 
the estimates compiled so 
far, officials have calculat-
ed the total combined loss 
for all crops at Rs 63 crore. 
According to India 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Department (IMD) at 
Amaravati, there will be 
widespread rain until 
March 22 in the state, and 
thereafter isolated rainfall 
is expected.

Iranian Navy at 
the bottom of the
 sea, claims Trump
Washington, March 20 : 
President Donald Trump said 
Friday that Iran’s navy was 
now “at the bottom of the sea” 
as he opened a White House 
event honouring the Navy 
Midshipmen with an extended 
defence of US military action 

a g a i n s t 
T e h r a n . 
Speaking at the 
Commander-
i n - C h i e f ’ s 
Trophy presen-

tation in the East Room, Trump 
began his remarks with a 
sweeping claim about the ongo-
ing conflict.“We're doing 
extremely well in Iran,” he 
said, adding that “they had a 
Navy two weeks ago, they have 
no Navy anymore, it's all at the 
bottom of the sea, 58 ships 
knocked down in two days.” He 
asserted that US forces faced 
little resistance. “It's not even a 
contest,” Trump said, adding, 
“We have the greatest navy 
anywhere in the world. It's not 
even close.” Trump again 
stressed that preventing Iran 
from acquiring nuclear weap-
ons remained central to US 
policy. “We're not going to let 
them have nuclear weapons 
because if they had them, 
they'd use them, and we're not 
going to let that happen,” he 
said. “It should have been done 
a long time ago by other 
Presidents.” 

The president described 
the scale of military opera-
tions as unprecedented, say-
ing Iranian capabilities had 
been dismantled across 
domains. “Their Navy's gone, 
their air force is gone, their 
anti-aircraft is all gone, it's all 
gone, their radar is all gone,” 
he said, adding that “their 
leaders are all gone.”

India sends 
medical aid to 
Afghanistan after 
Pakistan's brutal 
airstrikes on Kabul

New Delhi, March 20 (TSIT): 
India on Friday delivered a 2.5-
tonne consignment of emergen-
cy medicines, medical dispos-
ables, kits and equipment to 
Afghanistan to support the med-
ical treatment of those injured 
in Pakistan's recent attack on 
hospital in Kabul. Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal stated 
that India will continue to pro-
vide humanitarian support to 
Afghanistan in this difficult 
time. "To support the medical 
treatment and swift recovery of 
those injured in the heinous 
attack on 16 March, India deliv-
ers a 2.5-tonne consignment of 
emergency medicines, medical 
disposables, kits and equipment 
to Kabul. India stands in soli-
darity with the Afghan people 
and will continue to extend all 
possible humanitarian support 
in this difficult hour.

India confirms death of Indian national 
in Riyadh amid West Asia conflict

Riyadh, March 20 
(TSIT): India on Friday 
confirmed the death of an 
Indian national on March 
18 in Riyadh due to the 
ongoing West Asia con-
flict.The Indian Embassy 
in Saudi Arabia stated 
that it remains in touch 
with the family and local 

authorities and assured 
al l  possible 
assistance."The Embassy 
of India expresses its 
deepest condolences on 
the tragic demise of an 
Indian national in 
Riyadh due to recent 
events on March 18th. 
The Embassy is in touch 
with the family and local 
authorities. We remain 
committed to extending 
all possible assistance in 
this matter," Indian 
Embassy in Saudi Arabia 
posted on X.

ECI enables postal voting for seniors, 
PwDs, and service voters

New Delhi, Mar 19 
(TSIT): The Election 
Commission of India has 
issued directives 
enabling senior citizens, 
persons with disabilities 
(PwDs), service voters, 
and voters on election 
duty to cast their votes 
via postal ballots in the 
forthcoming Assembly 
elections across four 
states and one Union 
Territory.Under Section 
60(c) of the Representation 

of the People Act, 1951, 
electors above 85 years of 
age and PwDs flagged in 
the electoral rolls may 
exercise this facility. 
Postal ballots must reach 
the concerned Returning 
Officers by 8 a.m. on the 
counting day, May 4, 
2026. Eligible voters can 
apply using Form-12 D, 
submitted to their RO 
through booth-level offi-
cers within five days of 
election notification.

US-NATO rift widens as Trump calls allies ‘cowards’
New York, March 20 : The 
rift between US President 
Donald Trump and NATO 
deepened on Friday as he 
called members of the pact 
“cowards” and warned 
that he would “remem-
ber” their refusal to help 
open the Strait of Hormuz. 
“Without the USA, NATO 
IS A PAPER TIGER,” he 
wrote on Truth Social. He 
said NATO allies com-
plain about high oil prices 
but refuse to help open the 
Strait of Hormuz, which 
he described as a simple 
military manoeuvre and 
the single reason for high 
prices.

Trump’s stance threat-
ens to unravel NATO, the 
bulwark of collective 
Western defence since 
World War II. He has vac-
illated on the roles of allies 
while hurling insults. On 
Tuesday, he declared, “We 
don’t need any help, actu-
ally,” but also sought 
assistance, at least in the 
form of minesweepers to 
keep the strait navigable.

As the Iran war spi-
ralled beyond expecta-
tions, Tehran put a choke-
hold on the strait, about 40 
kilometres wide, through 
which 20 per cent of the 

world’s energy passes, cre-
ating a global shortage of 
oil and gas. Energy prices 
have risen worldwide, 
including in the US, hit-
ting Trump’s affordability 
agenda.

Trump called for NATO 
help to secure the strait 
after entering the war, 
aligned with Israel and 
without consulting allies, 
initially refusing Britain’s 
offer to send aircraft carri-
ers. European allies have 
described the Iran conflict 
as a war of choice, not a 

defensive operation. 
France’s President 
Emmanuel Macron said, 
“We are not party to the 
conflict and therefore 
France will never take 
part in operations to open 
or liberate the Strait of 
Hormuz in the current 
context.” On Tuesday, 
Trump said, “The United 
States has been informed 
by most of our NATO 
‘Allies’ that they don’t 
want to get involved with 
our Military Operation 
against the Terrorist 

Regime of Iran.”
The US pays a propor-

tionately higher share of 
NATO’s $3.3 billion bud-
get, contributing 16 per 
cent.

Trump has long com-
plained that NATO does 
not do its part in joint 
defence and has demand-
ed that members raise 
defence spending to 5 per 
cent of GDP. Except for 
Spain, NATO members 
have agreed to the target. 
Besides plunging into the 
Iran conflict without con-
sulting allies, NATO 
members see the war as 
not involving them mili-
tarily, as their primary 
concern is Europe’s secu-
rity, endangered by 
Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

Trump, however, is 
focused on priorities in 
the Middle East and Latin 
America, even as he has 
threatened to invade 
NATO members Canada 
and Denmark to seize 
Greenland. He has criti-
cised Europe’s defence of 
Ukraine and repeatedly 
accused Kyiv of failing to 
make a deal with Russia to 
end the war, now in its 
fourth year.

Colombo (TSIT) Sri 
Lanka refused permis-
sion for two US war-
planes to land at Mattala 
International Airport in 
the island’s south-east 
early this month, 
President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake 
told Parliament on 
Friday. According to 
Dissanayake, the air-
craft, coming from 
Djibouti, requested land-
ing on March 4 and 
March 8, but both 
requests were denied. 
“We want to maintain 
our neutrality despite 
many pressures. We 
won’t give in. The West 
Asia war poses challeng-

es but we will do every-
thing possible to remain 
neutral,” Daily Mirror 
quoted him as saying in 
the parliament.

“They wanted to bring 
in two warplanes armed 
with eight anti-ship mis-
siles, and we said no,” 
the president added.

The statement comes 
a day after Dissanayake 
met with Sergio Gor, the 
US Special Envoy for 

South and Central Asia. 
The leaders discussed 
safeguarding vital sea 
lanes, securing ports, 
reinforcing trade and 
commercial ties, and 
advancing a “free, open, 
and prosperous Indo-
Pacific,” according to a 
joint statement.

The announcement 
follows escalating 
regional tensions. On 
March 4, the US torpe-
doed the Iranian frigate 
Iris Dena off Galle, Sri 
Lanka’s southern coast, 
killing 84 sailors and res-
cuing 32. The vessel had 
been returning from 
Visakhapatnam, India, 
after a naval fleet review. 

Sri Lanka denies landing permission to US warplanes, 
reaffirms neutrality amid regional tensions

IRGC spokesperson 
killed in US-Israeli strikes
Tehran (TSIT) Ali Mohammad 
Naini, spokesperson for Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, was 
killed in early Friday 
US-Israeli airstrikes, the 
IRGC said, minutes after he 
was quoted outlining contin-
ued missile production 
despite the ongoing war.The 
strike follows a series of tar-
geted operations against 
Iran’s top brass since the 
death of Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei on February 28.
Earlier, the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) confirmed the 
killing of Esmaeil Khatib, 
Iran’s intelligence minister, 
who was involved in the 
crackdown on the 2022-2023 
Mahsa Amini protests and 
operations against Israelis 
and Americans abroad.
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NEW DELHI: People of 
Kerala are ready for change, 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said on Friday, as 
he pitched for a UDF gov-
ernment in the state.

"Team UDF is Team Ker-
alam," he said in a post on 
X.

the voice, the aspirations 
and the trust of the people 
of Keralam. This is a collec-
tive of experienced leaders 
and young change-makers 
- a strong team of men and 
women who understand 
the intricacies of the con-
stituencies they represent," 
Gandhi said in his post.

"For me, Keralam is 
home and the people of 
Keralam are family. I owe 
a great debt to the people 
for everything they have 
taught me and for the love 

and warmth they have em-
braced me with - I will al-
ways be your partner," the 
former Wayanad MP said.

"The message from Ker-
alam is clear - the people 
are ready for change, they 
seek a government that lis-
tens, understands, and de-

livers with honesty.
"Along with the coming 

UDF government, I will do 
everything to help build a 
better future for this beau-
tiful state," the leader of op-
position in Lok Sabha said.

"Keralam will win. UDF 
will lead," he said, pitching 

for the United Democratic 
Front in Keralam.

Gandhi's message came 
a day after the Congress 
released its list of 92 candi-
dates for the April 9 assem-
bly election in the state.

Determined to take on 
the ruling Left Democratic 
Front (LDF), the Congress 
on Thursday banked on its 
state leadership to see it 
through, deciding against 

The party braved inter-
nal pressures by banking on 
its Kerala leadership rather 
than sending parliamentar-

The Congress is contest-
ing 92 seats, leaving others 
for its allies in the UDF and 
some independents.

The Congress has been 
out of power in the southern 
state for a decade.

People of Kerala ready for change: 
Rahul Gandhi; pitches for UDF govt

NEW DELHI: The Minis-
try of Education is organis-
ing a two-day pre-summit 
of Bharat Innovates Deep-
Tech from Saturday, ac-

Union Minister of Edu-
cation Dharmendra Prad-
han will address the sum-
mit during a special session.

The two-day national 
showcase at IIT Bombay 
will feature around 137 
promising deep-tech start-
ups selected from more 
than 3,000 applications 
received from across the 
country.

The Bharat Innovates 
initiative was announced 
by Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi at the inaugu-
ration of the India-France 
Year of Innovation.

the Ministry of Education, it 
operates under the strategic 
guidance of the principal 

-
ernment of India.

The programme is con-
ceived as a global acceler-
ator for Indian deep-tech, 
building enduring bridges 
between India's higher ed-
ucation innovation eco-
system (startups, labs and 
research parks) and global 
stakeholders including cor-
porates, investors, incuba-
tors, universities and gov-
ernments.

"The Bharat Innovates 
Deep-Tech Pre-Summit 
will showcase innovations 
across 13 critical technolo-
gy domains, including ad-
vanced computing, health-

care and MedTech, space 
and defence, energy and 
sustainability, semiconduc-
tors, biotechnology, smart 
cities and mobility, blue 
economy, next-gen com-
munications, agri and food 
technologies, advanced ma-
terials, manufacturing and 
industry 4.0 and disaster 

statement said.
"These innovations, nur-

tured within India's premier 
institutions such as IITs, 
IISc and leading research 
ecosystems represent the 
next generation of globally 
competitive technologies 
emerging from India's aca-
demic backbone. The event 
will serve as the national 
selection and launchpad for 
India's global innovation 
delegation.

"Through curated pitch 
sessions, investor engage-
ments and industry part-
nerships, the event will 
accelerate the journey of In-
dian startups from Technol-
ogy Readiness Levels (TRL 
3–9) to global deployment 
and scale," it added.

Edu Min to organise Bharat Innovates 
deep-tech pre-summit on Mar 21–22

GUWAHATI: The prose-
cution on Friday completed 
its arguments during charge 
framing before a local court 
here in the Zubeen Garg 
death case, the deceased 
singer's wife said.

Talking to reporters af-
ter attending the hearing, 
Garima Saikia Garg said, 
"On the second day of the 
hearing of charge framing, 
the prosecution complet-
ed its arguments. The de-
fence lawyer of one of the 
accused, Amrit Praba Ma-
hanta, placed half of his ar-
guments."

Amrit Prabha's lawyer 
will conclude his arguments 
on the next date of hearing, 
when the other defence law-
yers will also make their ar-
guments, she added.

The Kamrup Metropol-
itan District and Sessions 
Court, which is hearing the 
case, has set the next date of 
hearing on March 30.

The 52-year-old singer 
died while swimming in the 

sea on September 19 last 
year in Singapore, where 
he had gone to attend the 
fourth North East India 
Festival (NEIF).

Acting on a request from 
the state government, the 
Gauhati High Court has or-
dered for setting up of an 
exclusive fast-track sessions 
court to conduct day-to-
day trial proceedings in the 
case, nominating District 
Judge of Baksa, Sharmila 
Bhuyan, to preside over it.

Till the exclusive court 
becomes operational, the 
current one hearing it will 
conduct the hearing on a 
daily basis, the High Court 
had said.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) of Assam Po-
lice's CID had probed the 

its charge sheet before a lo-
cal court here in December.

public prosecutors' team 
had been appointed earlier 
by the government for the 

case.
NEIF chief organiser 

Shyamkanu Mahanta, the 
singer's manager Siddharth 
Sharma, and his two band 
members, Shekhar Jyoti 
Goswami and Amrit Prabha 
Mahanta, are facing murder 
charges, while his cousin 
and suspended Assam Po-
lice DSP Sandipan Garg is 
charged with culpable ho-
micide not amounting to 
murder.

Garg's two PSOs, 
Nandeswar Bora and Pra-
bin Baishya, are also in jail, 
charged with criminal con-
spiracy and criminal breach 
of trust by misappropriat-
ing funds or property en-
trusted to them.

A separate enquiry is 
also underway by local au-
thorities in Singapore, with 
a coroner's court recently 
ruling out foul play and 
stating that Garg was se-
verely intoxicated and had 

after declining a life jacket.

Prosecution conclude arguments during 
charge hearing in Zubeen Garg death case

Husband has to equally 
participate in household 

chores as he is not 
marrying a maid: Apex Court
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Friday said 
a husband has to equally 
participate in household 
chores like cooking, clean-
ing and washing as he is not 
marrying a maid but a life 
partner.

The observations came 
from a bench of Justices 
Vikram Nath and Sandeep 
Mehta which was hearing 

challenging an order of the 
Karnataka High Court.

The high court had set 
aside a trial court order 
granting divorce to the man 
on the ground of cruelty.

During the hearing be-
fore the apex court, the 
counsel appearing for the 
man said the mediation 
between the parties had 
failed.

He said the marriage be-
tween the parties took place 
in May 2017 and since 2019, 
the couple is separated.

"I (man) want a divorce. 
The trial court granted a di-
vorce on the ground of cru-
elty," the counsel said.

The bench asked what 
the cruelty was as alleged in 
the matter.

The counsel appearing 
for the man said the wom-
an had indulged in improp-
er behaviour and was not 
cooking food.

"You have to equal-
ly participate in all these. 
Cooking, cleaning, washing, 
everything. Today's times 

observed, adding the high 
court was right that it might 
not be a ground for cruelty.

"You are not marrying a 
maid. You are marrying a 
life partner," Justice Mehta 
observed. The bench was 
told that both of them were 
working in a government 
school. "Call both parties 
physically. We would like to 
speak to them," the bench 
said. It posted the matter 
for hearing on April 27 and 
asked both parties to re-
main present before it.

NEW DELHI: The Del-
hi High Court on Friday 
quashed look-out circu-
lars (LOCs) issued against 
NDTV founders Prannoy 
Roy and Radhika Roy 
in 2021 following a case 
lodged against them by the 
CBI, saying they cannot be 

restriction on their right to 
travel abroad.

Asserting that the right 
to travel abroad is an inte-
gral part of the right to life 
and personal liberty under 
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion, Justice Sachin Datta 
held that the continued op-
eration of the LOCs against 
the petitioners is an unjus-

fundamental right, which 
cannot be sustained in law.

Justice Datta observed 
that the investigation 
against the couple was 

years, during which the pe-
titioners never attempted 
to evade the process of law, 
and that a chargesheet had 

The judge also noted 
that the petitioners have 
not been summoned for in-
vestigation for several years 
and there are no allegations 
of non-cooperation.

"In the absence of any 
material demonstrating ei-

risk or any concrete prej-
udice to the investigation, 
the continued operation of 
the LOC against the peti-

merely on unsubstantiated 
grounds of 'economic inter-

est' or 'larger public inter-
est'," the court said.

"The impugned LOC 
is hereby quashed," it or-
dered.

The court nonetheless 
directed the petitioners to 
furnish an undertaking af-

-
pear before the investigat-
ing authority when required 
and render full cooperation 
in any ongoing proceeding.

It also asked the couple 
to assure that they would 
provide all material or doc-
uments requested by the in-
vestigating agency, as may 
be available within their 
power or possession.

in 2021 challenging the 
LOCs opened against them 
at the behest of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) pursuant to the lodg-
ing of two FIRs in 2017 and 
2019.

The 2017 CBI FIR was 
registered on a complaint 
from an individual, Sanjay 
Dutt, of Quantum Securities 

Limited over alleged irregu-
larities in the repayment of 

Bank to RRPR Holdings 
Private Limited linked to 
the Roys, resulting in a pur-
ported loss of Rs 48 crore to 
the bank. The CBI, however, 

case in 2024.
The 2019 FIR was reg-

istered against the NDTV 
founders over allegations of 
violation of FDI norms. The 
CBI had said the LOC is-
sued against the petitioners 
pursuant to the 2019 case 
was valid. In the 46-page 
judgment, the court ob-
served that the material on 
record did not indicate any 
attempt by the petitioners 
to evade the investigation 
or abscond, and they con-
tinued to participate in the 
legal proceedings.

It also noted that while 
the petition was pending, 
the petitioners were allowed 
to travel abroad on several 
occasions and they consis-
tently returned to India.

Delhi HC quashes look-out 
circulars against NDTV 

founders Prannoy, Radhika

RAIGARH: Illegal cultivation of opi-
um on around one acre of land was un-
earthed in a village in Chhattisgarh's 
Raigarh district, marking the fourth 
such case in the state in the past 15 

The illegal cultivation was found 
along a river in Amaghat village un-
der the Tamnar police station area, a 

the opium crop, and detained one per-

in this connection, he said.
The accused is a native of Khunti 

district in neighbouring Jharkhand 
and is married to Sushma Khalkho 
from the Tamnar area, he said.

For the past few years, he had been 
living at his in-laws' place. Under the 
pretext of cultivating watermelon, cu-
cumber and vegetables, he had taken 
farmland on lease from local farmers 
and was secretly growing opium, he 

said. Further investigation into the 
matter is underway, he said.

On March 6, police unearthed ille-
gal opium cultivation on around 5.62 
acres of land at a farmhouse in Samo-
da village in Durg district. A local BJP 
leader, Vinayak Tamrakar, along with 
Vikas Vishnoi and Manish Thakur, was 
arrested under relevant provisions of 
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act and arrested 
in connection with the case.

weighing 62,424.4 kg, estimated to 
be worth around Rs 8 crore, from the 
farm. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) later suspended Tamrakar, 
a functionary from the party's Kisan 
Morcha unit after the matter came to 
light. In another case, police detected 
illegal opium cultivation on about 3.67 
acres of land in Tripuri Ghosradand 
village in Balrampur-Ramanujganj 
district on March 10. Seven persons 

were arrested in connection with 
the case and opium plants weighing 
4,344.569 kg, estimated to be worth 

the case. In a separate action in Tur-
reepani (Khajuri) village under the 
Korandha police station limits in same 
Balrampur-Ramanujganj district on 
March 12, a joint team of the revenue, 
police and forest departments bust-
ed illegal opium cultivation on about 
1.47 acres of land. Around 18 quintals 
and 83 kg of opium plants, valued at 

and two persons were arrested under 
provisions of the NDPS Act.

Following these cases, Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai had said illegal 
cultivation of narcotics would not be 
tolerated under any circumstances 
and instructed all departments to car-
ry out a thorough investigation and 
ensure stringent action against those 
involved.

Illegal opium cultivation unearthed, one 
detained; fourth case in state in 15 days

Mamata making 'desper-
ate' claims ahead of polls, 

says Bengal BJP chief

Rain in parts of 
Punjab, Haryana; 

temperatures 
hover below normal
CHANDIGARH R i

Alvida Jumma 
held in Sambhal 

Jama Masjid amid 
tight security

SAMBHAL: A large num-

prayers at Shahi Jama Mas-
jid here for Alvida Jumma, 
or farewell prayers, amid 
tight security arrange-
ments.

Alvida Jumma prayers 
are observed on the last 

spiritual farewell to the holy 
month.

Additional Superin-
tendent of Police Kuldeep 
Singh said the prayers 
successfully concluded at 
several mosques, includ-
ing Sambhal's Shahi Jama 
Masjid, and comprehensive 
police security arrange-
ments involving all the sta-

in place.
Police personnel will 

be deployed for Saturday's 
Eid celebrations as well, he 
said.

Congress split over India’s neutral 
stand on West Asia conflict

New Delhi, Mar 20: A polit-
ical divide has emerged 
within the Indian National 
Congress over India’s cali-
brated neutrality amid 
escalating tensions in 
West Asia, with senior 
leaders expressing sharp-
ly differing views on the 
government’s stance.
Senior MP Manish Tewari 
backed the Centre’s 
approach, stating that the 
conflict is not India’s war 
and that New Delhi is right 
to remain cautious given 
its strategic interests and 
limited direct stakes.
Echoing similar views, 
Shashi Tharoor defended 
India’s restrained 
response, asserting that 

silence should not be inter-
preted as endorsement. He 
emphasised the need for 
diplomatic balance, noting 
that India must maintain 
relations with multiple 
stakeholders in a volatile 
region. However, these 
positions contrast sharply 
with criticism from other 
party leaders, including 
Rahul Gandhi, who have 
questioned the govern-
ment’s approach. Critics 
within the party have 
termed India’s silence as 
“condemnable” and 
“shameful,” raising con-
cerns over the country’s 
moral stance and accusing 
the government of a strate-
gic failure.

Unseasonal rains hit rabi crops; Centre 
orders damage assessment

New Delhi, Mar 20: Unseasonal rainfall and hailstorms have damaged standing rabi 
crops, including wheat, across several states, prompting Union Agriculture Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan to direct officials to coordinate with state governments for an 
accurate assessment of losses. Chairing a review meeting on the agricultural situation, 
the minister instructed officials to immediately engage with states to identify affected 
areas where crops have suffered due to excessive rainfall and hailstorms.
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Bengaluru, March 2026: 
SPARSH Hospital organ-
ised a special felicitation 
ceremony following 
World Kidney Day to 
honour kidney donors 
who gave a new lease of 
life to patients suffering 
from kidney failure.

The event brought 
together 26 kidney 
donors, transplant recip-
ients, doctors, and 
healthcare teams who 
were part of successful 
transplant journeys over 
the past year. The hospi-
tal’s nephrology and 
transplant team per-
formed 26 kidney trans-
plants during this period, 
significantly improving 
patients’ quality of life. 
Experts noted that kid-
ney transplantation 
remains one of the most 
effective long-term treat-
ments for advanced kid-
ney disease, often deliv-
ering better outcomes 
than prolonged dialysis.
Speaking at the event, 
Abhishek Thomas high-

lighted the selfless con-
tribution of donors, stat-
ing that each transplant 
reflects compassion and 
courage, offering hope 
and a new beginning to 
patients.Dr. Girish N. S. 
emphasised that suc-
cessful transplants 

depend not only on med-
ical expertise but also 
on the generosity and 
trust of donors and their 
families.The ceremony 
witnessed emotional 
moments as donors and 
recipients shared their 
experiences. Doctors 

also stressed the impor-
tance of early detection, 
regular health check-
ups, and increased 
awareness about organ 
donation to bridge the 
gap between demand 
and availability in 
India.

SPARSH Hospital Felicitates Kidney Donors, 
Celebrates 26 Successful Transplants

East Coast Railway Introduces New Train 
Stoppages at Three Stations in Andhra Pradesh

Visakhapatnam: East 
Coast Railway has 
introduced experi-
mental stoppages for 
key train services at 
Harischandrapuram, 
Pathapatnam, and 
Mandasa Road sta-
tions to improve pas-
senger convenience 
and regional connec-
tivity.

The initiative was 
inaugurated by K. 
Ram Mohan Naidu in 
the presence of K. 
Atchannaidu and 
local MLAs.As part of 
the move, the 
V i s a k h a p a t n a m –
Gunupur Passenger 
(58506/58505) will now 
h a l t  a t 
Harischandrapuram, 
while the Rourkela–
Gunupur Rajyarani 
Express (18117) will 
stop at Pathapatnam. 
The Brahmapur–
V i s a k h a p a t n a m 
Express (18525) has 
also been given a stop-
page at Mandasa Road 
station.

These new halts 

have been introduced 
following long-stand-
ing public demand and 
are expected to 
improve access to 
major cities like 
Visakhapatnam and 
Bhubaneswar for pas-
sengers from these 
regions.Railway offi-
cials stated that the 
stoppages are current-
ly on an experimental 
basis and will be 
reviewed periodically 
based on passenger 
response and opera-
tional feasibility.

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Dr. G. 
Lakshmisha, the NTR District 
Collector, officially assumed 
charge as the 
Special Officer of 
the Vijayawada 
M u n i c i p a l 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
(VMC) on Friday 
morning at the 
VMC headquar-
ters. Amidst the 
chanting of Vedic 
hymns by priests 
from the Sri Durga Malleswara 
Swamy Temple, he took his seat 
in the Special Officer’s cham-
ber, where he was warmly con-
gratulated by VMC officials and 
staff. Expressing his gratitude 
to Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu for the appointment, Dr. 
Lakshmisha highlighted that 
the Chief Minister envisioning 
Vijayawada as the "Gateway to 
Amaravati" serves as his pri-
mary motivation. He empha-
sized that his main goals are to 
provide superior services to the 
public and expand essential 
amenities. Immediately follow-
ing the ceremony, he convened 

a review meeting with depart-
ment heads to evaluate ongoing 
development projects and 
directed officials to prioritize 

and take immediate action on 
key urban issues. He stressed a 
dedicated focus on infrastruc-
ture, sanitation, drinking 
water supply, and road mainte-
nance, while also urging the 
team to work diligently to 
maintain the city's ranking in 
the Central Government’s 
Swachh Survekshan. The event 
saw the participation of several 
prominent officials, including 
Durga Temple EO Syamala 
Devi ,  Additional 
Commissioners Dr. D. 
Chandrasekhar and A. 
Ravindra Rao, and various 
other department heads and 
executive engineers.

Dr. G. Lakshmisha Assumes Charge 
as VMC Special Officer

Hyderabad, March 20 
(TSIT): The Telangana 
State Budget has neglected 
the education sector by 
allocating insufficient 
funds, alleged PRTU 
(Progressive Recognised 
Teachers Union) State 
General Secretary Puli 
Devender Mudhiraj. In a 
press statement, he 
expressed concern over 
the lack of adequate bud-
getary support for educa-
tion and termed it unfortu-
nate that key issues such 
as pending bills and the 
Pay Revision Commission 
(PRC) were not addressed.

He, however, welcomed the 
proposal to implement a uni-
fied education system from 
Classes 1 to 12, stating that it is 
a progressive step in strength-
ening the education frame-
work.Emphasizing the impor-

tance of education in societal 
development, Devender 
Mudhiraj said that the sector 
plays a crucial role in building 
a strong and progressive soci-
ety. He urged the government 
to allocate higher funds to edu-
cation and immediately clear 
pending bills of employees and 
teachers.He also highlighted 
the need to effectively imple-
ment employee health 
schemes, including free medi-
cal services, for the welfare of 
staff in the education sector.

Telangana Budget Neglects Education 
Sector PRTU State General Secretary

Hyderabad TSIT:State 
Government is committed to the 
comprehensive development of 
Bhadrachalam, said Forest, 
Environment and Endowments 
Minister Konda Surekha.A high-
level review meeting on the devel-
opment of the Sri Sita 
Ramachandra Swamy Temple 
and the overall development of 
Bhadrachalam town was held at 

the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
Secretariat. The meeting was 
chaired by Minister Konda 
Surekha and attended by 
Ministers Ponguleti Srinivas 
Reddy, Tummala Nageswara Rao, 
Vakiti Srihari, MP Balaram Naik, 
and MLAs Tellam Venkata Rao 
and Jatoth Ram Chandra Naik.
The meeting focused on plans 
under the “Bhadrachalam 

Reconstruction and 
Rejuvenation” project.Speaking 
on the occasion, the Minister stat-
ed that the Sri Sita Ramachandra 
Swamy Temple is a symbol of 
faith for devotees across the coun-
try, and emphasized that the gov-
ernment aims to develop both the 
temple and the town with modern 
amenities.She directed officials to 
prioritize pilgrim facilities, 
including improved parking, road 
expansion, and sanitation. 
Instructions were given to expe-
dite works such as the develop-
ment of Mada streets, construc-
tion of Kalyana Mandapam, devel-
opment of Ramavanam, establish-
ment of digital information cen-
ters, drinking water supply, and 
clean toilet facilities.The Minister 
also stressed the need to ensure 
smooth and hassle-free darshan 
arrangements for devotees.

Bhadrachalam Development a Top 
Priority Minister Konda Surekha

CM Chandrababu Naidu Begins Tirupati Visit, to Offer 
Prayers and Donate for Annaprasadam

Tirupati: N. 
C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu arrived in 
Tirupati on a two-
day visit and was 
accorded a grand 
welcome by minis-
ters, public repre-
sentatives, and offi-
cials.

District In-charge 
Minister Anagani 
Satyaprasad, TTD 
Executive Officer 
M. Ravi Chandra, 
District Collector Dr. S. 
Venkateswar, MLA 
Pulivarthi Nani, and MP 
D. Prasada Rao were 
among those who wel-
comed the Chief 
Minister.The Chief 
Minister will stay over-
night in Tirumala and is 
scheduled to visit 

Tirumala Venkateswara 
Temple on Friday morn-
ing along with his fami-
ly, marking the birthday 
of his grandson Nara 
Devansh.On the occa-
sion, Naidu’s family will 
donate Rs. 44 lakh to the 
Annaprasadam Trust 
to sponsor one day of 
free meals for devotees. 

This marks the 
12th such contri-
bution made by 
the Chief 
Minister to the 
trust. He will also 
personally serve 
Annaprasadam 
to devotees at the 
M a t r u s r i 
T a r i g o n d a 
V e n g a m a m b a 
Annaprasadam 
Complex and 

interact with them.
Later in the day, the 

Chief Minister will visit 
the Integrated Command 
and Control Centre in 
Tirumala and inaugu-
rate a State Food 
Laboratory set up in col-
laboration with the Food 
Safety and Standards 
Authority of India.

President Droupadi Murmu Inaugurates 
Oncology Block; HDFC AMC Boosts 

Cancer Care in Vrindavan

Vrindavan, March 20, 
2026: HDFC Asset 
Management Company 
(HDFC AMC), under its 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative, has supported the 
establishment of an 
advanced radiotherapy 
unit at Ramakrishna 
Charitable Hospital, 
strengthening access to 
cancer treatment across 
North India. The newly 
constructed Oncology 
Block was inaugurated 
by the Hon’ble President 
of India, Droupadi 
Murmu.The initiative 
marks a significant step 
in expanding access to 
advanced cancer care, 
particularly for patients 
from Uttar Pradesh, 
Delhi, and Rajasthan. 
HDFC AMC facilitated 
the procurement and 
installation of modern 
radiotherapy equipment 
that enables high-preci-
sion treatment, targeting 
cancer cells while mini-
mizing damage to healthy 
tissue.Speaking on the 
occasion, Navneet Munot 
emphasized that access to 
quality healthcare is 
essential for inclusive 
development. He stated 

that the initiative reflects 
the company’s commit-
ment to strengthening 
cancer care infrastruc-
ture and reducing the 
financial burden on 
patients.

Established in 2017, the 
hospital’s oncology 
department has grown 
into a key treatment cen-
ter, serving patients with-
in a 400 km radius. It has 
provided care to over 
45,000 outpatients and 
more than 12,000 inpa-
tients, including free 
treatment for underprivi-
leged patients.

The new Oncology 
Block features advanced 
facilities such as radio-
therapy and brachythera-
py bunkers, a CT simula-
tor, OPD units, daycare 
services, and tumor 
board infrastructure, sig-
nificantly enhancing the 
hospital’s capacity for 
comprehensive cancer 
care.This CSR initiative 
by HDFC AMC under-
scores its commitment to 
building robust health-
care infrastructure and 
delivering accessible, 
high-quality cancer treat-
ment to communities in 
need.

Hyderabad, March 20, 
2026: Doctors at Kamineni 
Hospitals successfully con-
ducted a high-risk deliv-
ery, saving both mother 
and child in a rare medical 
case involving a severe 
bleeding disorder.

The procedure was car-
ried out under the M’brace 
Mother Care, Child Care & 
Fertility unit, where a 
27-year-old pregnant 

woman diagnosed with 
Von Willebrand Disease 
was treated with utmost 
care. According to senior 
obstetrician and gynecolo-
gist Dr. B. Menaka, such 
disorders occur in about 
1% of the population but 
are extremely rare during 
pregnancy.The patient, a 
resident of Chityal in 
Nalgonda district, had ini-
tially approached the hos-

pital four years ago with 
excessive bleeding and 
was diagnosed with the 
condition. During her first 
pregnancy, she remained 
under continuous medical 
supervision. However, 
complications arose due to 
central placenta previa, 
increasing the risk of 
severe bleeding.

Despite plans for a sched-
uled Caesarean, emergency 
surgery was performed fol-
lowing sudden bleeding. A 
healthy baby boy weighing 
2.24 kg was delivered. The 
mother received blood trans-
fusions along with specialized 
clotting factor treatment.A 
multidisciplinary team of 
specialists worked together to 
ensure a safe outcome. Both 
mother and child recov-
ered well and were dis-
charged. Doctors noted that 
Type 3 cases are extremely 
rare, occurring in about one 
in 5 million people, making 
this a remarkable medical 
success.

Rare Bleeding Disorder Case: Doctors 
Ensure Safe Delivery at Kamineni Hospital
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Edit

"We started this war due to pressure..."
This is how the world got pushed into yet another forever war, impacting every-
one in some measure. While the US counterterrorism chief, Joe Kent, holds
Israel responsible for the war waged on Iran in his resignation letter, at this
stage, it's almost pointless to assign accountability. The ongoing Iran-Israel-US
war has quickly acquired the familiar logic of a forever war, where battle victo-
ries do not open any credible pathway to political closure. For India, the signifi-
cance of this war lies less in its battlefield dynamics and more in what it reveals
about the costs of entanglement and the discipline required to avoid it.
The conflict's most immediate global consequence has been the disruption of
energy flows through the Strait of Hormuz, a chokepoint through which roughly
20% of global petroleum - and nearly half of India's crude imports - transit. Even
partial disruption has been enough to send oil prices sharply higher, with
knock-on effects across currencies, inflation, and trade balances. India's vulner-
ability here is structural: it imports over 80% of its crude, with nearly half
sourced from West Asia.
The economic shock is already visible, and India's concerns aren't just existing
on macro levels. The rupee has fallen to record lows, pressured by a surge in
crude prices and capital outflows, while Brent crude has climbed close to $100
per barrel after rising roughly 40% since the conflict intensified. Every $10
increase in oil prices significantly widens India's current account deficit and
feeds directly into inflation, eroding domestic demand and fiscal stability. The
crisis around the supply disruption of the cooking gas is already making its heat
felt. While India could stay largely unaffected during the other ongoing forever
war, the Russia-Ukraine conflict - this one has reached home. Faced with supply
uncertainty, New Delhi has moved with quiet urgency: ramping up purchases of
discounted Russian crude - reportedly 30 million barrels in a single week - after
Washington "allowed" flexibility.  Iran sits astride India's access routes to
Central Asia and remains relevant to its connectivity ambitions. Despite exten-
sive strikes and infrastructure damage, Iran retains the capacity to retaliate and
disrupt global energy markets. India is also the BRICS chair currently, with Iran
and the Gulf countries being the grouping's members. So far, New Delhi has
been able to assert its strategic autonomy. India maintains deepening ties with
the United States and Israel in technology and defence, yet it has not joined any
military or sanctions coalition against Iran. India knows from the neighbour-
hood experience that participation in a conflict with no defined end state offers
little strategic upside and considerable economic risk.
For India, the implications for participating in other countries' forever wars in
any capacity are stark. Direct involvement in such conflicts would not only
strain resources but also import instability into an economy still consolidating
its growth trajectory. Unlike Cold War-era alliances, today's conflicts offer fewer
guarantees and higher spillover risks. India is acutely sensitive to external
shocks at the moment. The current crisis has already forced adjustments in
domestic policy like curbs on gas supplies to industry, prioritisation of domestic
fuel consumption, and contingency planning for prolonged disruptions. 
So far so good. Can this strategic autonomy endure? As the Iran conflict
expands, pressures will mount from all directions. The Gulf countries, Iran, and
Israel would ask India for a show of solidarity. The US anyway wields the tariffs
and sanctions whip. New Delhi will have to build capabilities in order to main-
tain its autonomy in such a scenario. But this capacity building has reputational
risks, too. 

Earlier this month, Donald
Trump described the United
States and Israel's ongoing
war with Iran as a "little
excursion" that he said would
finish pretty quickly. "We
took a little excursion
because we felt we had to do
that to get rid of some evil,"
Trump told Republican law-
makers in Florida. But the
war has already gone into its
third week, with Iran appear-
ing to be setting its tone,
course and even duration.
There is no doubt that Iran
has suffered significant loss-
es. Its Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was
assassinated, along with over
40 senior officials, on the first
day of the war. The National
Security Advisor, Ali
Larijani, was killed on
Monday, and the Intelligence
Minister, Ismail Khatib, a day
later, in Israel's policy of
decapitating Iran's regime
with the aim of inciting an
uprising. Khamenei's son and
the new Supreme Leader,
Mojtaba, has not been seen in
public since his appointment
amid reports that he has been
seriously injured. Relentless
American and Israeli attacks
have destroyed a large part, if
not most, of Iran's military
infrastructure. Israel has also
inflicted major damage on
Iran's oil and gas facilities in
an attempt to cripple its econ-
omy. Iran Is Undeterred
But these setbacks have not-
deterred Iran, which has esca-
lated the war with attacks not
only on Israel and US diplo-
matic and military installa-
tions but also on civilian tar-
gets across the Gulf, includ-
ing airports, hotels, and ener-
gy infrastructure. Trump
now says he is surprised by
Iran's retaliation, despite his
military commanders' warn-
ing him beforehand of the
exact scenario. On Tuesday,

Trump's top counterterror-
ism official, Joe Kent,
resigned over the war, urging
the president to "reverse
course." He claimed that
Trump "started this war due
to pressure from Israel and its
powerful American lobby." 
The Russia And China Hand
If you look at their public
statements, Moscow and
Beijing have only provided
diplomatic support to Iran,
condemned the invasion and
the killing of its head of state,
the Supreme Leader
Khamenei. They have also
called for de-escalation and
even criticised Iran for attack-
ing Gulf countries. But their
support for Tehran runs
much deeper.
US media have been report-
ing that Russia has been pro-
viding intelligence to Iran
about military targets. Last
week, Trump said that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin might be helping Iran
"a bit". But Iran's successful
hitting of US military bases
and energy infrastructure in
the Gulf suggests that
Russian help is much more
than what Trump described

as "a bit". Russia is reported to
have provided Iran with the
precise locations of US war-
ships and aircraft operating
in the Middle East. Russia's
Kanopus-V satellite gives
Iran round-the-clock images
of American assets and other
targets in the region. An
important target reportedly
provided by Moscow to
Tehran was the precise loca-
tion of a US military base in
Kuwait, after which an
Iranian drone killed six
American soldiers.
Moscow is attempting to
replicate what the US has
done over the past four years
in the Ukraine conflict. The
Ukrainian military has suc-
cessfully targeted precise
Russian positions and killed
thousands of its soldiers after
intelligence provided by the
United States.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi told a US
broadcaster, MS NOW, on
Sunday that both Russia and
China are helping Iran mili-
tarily. "We have had close
cooperation in the past,
which still continues, and
that includes military cooper-

ation as well," said Araghchi.

TThe Chinese Military
Assistance
China's military support for
Iran is also significant,
although more discreet, as it
seeks to keep good relations
with other Gulf states. Over
the past decade, Beijing has
enhanced its collaboration
with Iran in missile technolo-
gy, satellite and space pro-
grammes, intelligence
exchange, cybersecurity, and
electronic warfare. In the
days leading up to the current
war, several reports indicated
that China was engaged in
direct arms sales to Iran of
offensive drones. It finalised a
deal to sell supersonic anti-
ship cruise missiles to Iran,
though the two sides had not
agreed on a delivery date.
Some reports say the missiles
were delivered, though they
have not been confirmed.
During the first week of the
war, two state-owned Iranian
vessels left China's Gaolan
Port for Iran and are believed
to be transporting sodium
perchlorate, a key precursor
used in solid rocket fuel for

missiles, according to the US-
China Economic and
Security Review
Commission.
In 2021, China granted Iran
full military access to its
BeiDou satellite navigation
system, according to the com-
mission that monitors
Chinese activities and reports
to the US Congress. It is not
clear, however, the extent to
which Iran uses BeiDou.

Cyber Warfare and Oil
Beijing has also helped Iran
in developing its cyberwar
capabilities, which could pose
a serious threat to Israel and
the United States. Israel has
been aware of that and has
managed to infiltrate some of
the Iranian networks and kill
dozens of cyber experts and
other scientists. But it is not
possible to destroy Iran's
entire cyber network.
China, Iran's biggest trading
partner, which purchases
over 80% of Iran's oil, has also
helped Iran bypass US sanc-
tions and supplied dual-use
equipment, similar to its sales
to Russia, to support its con-
flict with Ukraine. China is
the first country in the cur-
rent conflict whose oil
tankers Iran has allowed to
pass through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Long-term Partnerships
Moscow has been Iran's
defence partners for over 30
years. Russia started selling
its Soviet-era defence and
civil nuclear technologies in
the 1990s to Iran, which need-
ed to rebuild its defence and
economy after the devastat-
ing Iran-Iraq war between
1980 and 1988. Russia sold air-
craft and air defence systems,
though in 2010, it decided not
to deliver the S-300 long-range
air defence system after US
pressure.

The unending war against
Iran is now being seen as a
turning point in world
order. How did the US get it
so wrong? The US made
three big assumptions
before pulling the trigger on
February 28. First, the US
believed the world balance
of power, while past its
unipolar prime, was still
favourable, with its main
great-power competitors
either distracted in other
conflicts (Russia in
Ukraine) or absorbed in
domestic and regional mat-
ters (China in East Asia).
The ease with which
Venezuela fell reinforced
the belief in US omnipo-
tence. The window of oppor-
tunity to smother an isolat-
ed Iran was wide open.
Where A 'Blitzkrieg'
Operation Fell Short
Second, the massive use of
strategic bombing was seen
as sufficient to topple Iran.
This was in line with the
classic US doctrine of decap-
itation of a target state's
leadership and its command
and control nodes. Indeed,
this idea of a decisive battle
where a blitzkrieg operation
shocks an adversary to
quickly back down or capit-
ulate has long been part of
the western mythology of
warfighting. Domestic soci-
etal pressures against land
wars and enduring logisti-
cal constraints along with
the appeal of shock and awe
bombing campaigns has
profoundly shaped US
strategic culture since the
Second World War. Third,
the US estimated that its for-
midable allied network pro-
vided it with unique advan-
tages to bear the burden of a
brief but intensive war. The
US could shuffle around
resources and military
equipment from other the-
atres to shore up the war
effort in West Asia.
America's regional allies
were also seen as assets
with several dispersed bases

across multiple locations to
execute an operational cam-
paign that could overwhelm
Iran and complicate its
responses. On all three
assumptions, the US miscal-
culation has been laid bare.
Iran was not alone and its
strategic partnerships have
helped accelerate its mili-
tary preparedness after the
12-day war in June 2025.
While strategic bombing
has yielded tactical success-
es, it has failed to dislodge
the political system, vital
institutions and the under-
lying resolve of the Iranian
people. The Paradox Of US's
Allied Networks Second, the
US allied network has actu-
ally proven to be a burden
rather than an advantage in
such a conflict of choice. As
Trump himself admitted,
the US was shocked at the
intensity and effectiveness
of Iran's response in strik-
ing US bases across the
Persian Gulf and West Asia,
which were critical staging
grounds for the offensive
and defensive operations.
According to satellite
imagery, 25 locations were
struck across seven US
bases in five countries,
including vital early warn-
ing radars, logistical build-
ings, hangars and fuel stor-
age containers. The vulner-
ability of US regional allies
and their critical infrastruc-

ture to Iranian reprisals has
further introduced an ele-
ment of mutually assured
destruction that cannot be
defied even by hardliners in
the US. This is why Trump
quickly backed down after
an Israeli strike on Iran's
South Pars gas field invited
a swift counter response by
Iran on energy facilities in
the Gulf. Iran's resilience
stems from the logic, effi-
ciency and technological
achievements of its military
doctrine. Iran was judged
from the lens of NATO and
US force structures that
were developed around a
vastly different set of
geostrategic objectives - to
project power and transport
military resources across
vast inter-continental dis-
tances, and reliance on
expensive platforms and
weapon systems that func-
tion as a network. As an
independent state with
fewer national resources,
Iran developed a military
doctrine dedicated for its
core geopolitical require-
ments. Iran chose 'deter-
rence by punishment', that
is, use of weaponry that can
strike back at the source of
threats. This was built on a
massive - and invulnerable
to aerial bombing - stockpile
of missiles and drones built
over decades, including
highly advanced variants

that can easily pierce the
complex US-Israeli missile
defense shields across the
region. Iran had publicly
declared this doctrine and
even demonstrated its effi-
cacy, albeit in a limited fash-
ion during the 12-day war in
2025. Is The US Now
Trapped? Despite an inten-
sive bombing spree, the US
has failed to meaningfully
degrade Iran's military
power or undermine its
political cohesion. The ulti-
matums and maximalist
war aims by the White
House and Pentagon in the
opening phase now seem too
ridiculous to even consider
three weeks into this war.
Presently, the US is more
engaged with dealing with
the blowback and repercus-
sions of this war including
declining support inside
America, the spectre of glob-
al economic instability, sys-
temic shock to energy mar-
kets and allied sectors, and
the logistical grind of a long
military campaign that can
no longer be safely waged
from the exposed front line
bases in West Asia or from
Iran's maritime periphery.
Who Will Have The Last
Say? Credible reports,
including those publicly
confirmed by Iran's Foreign
Minister, suggest the US has
sought a ceasefire on multi-
ple occasions. 

It is tempting to see
Dhurandhar: The Revenge as
Aditya Dhar's own story.
That of a Kashmiri Pandit
who loses everything when
his family is turfed out of its
homeland. He loses his home,
his love for his country, and
his belief that the state will
stand up for him. That is the
arc that Jaskirat Siingh
Rangi's story follows in the
prequel/sequel to the wildy
popular Dhurandhar
released last year. A boy
whose father and grandfather
were in the army and who
wanted to follow suit until a
land dispute causes a rival
family in the village to torture
his father, rape his sisters.
The search for justice takes
the family to every court in
the country before Jaskirat
decides to take matters into
his own hands, and it leads to
him becoming Hamza Ali
Mazari, a killing machine let
loose on Pakistan by the
Indian intelligence system.
The land dispute may well be
a metaphor for Kashmir, for-
ever caught in a tussle
between India and Pakistan.
And the end, without giving
too much away, could well be
what the homeland is to the
Kashmiri Pandit now, a state
he or she can dream of but
never return to. The land has
changed forever and so has
the tiny community exiled
from it. As much as Jaskirat
is a stranger to his home in
Pathankot now, so is the
Pandit to the Valley where he
once thrived. The War That
Never Ended Yes,
Dhurandhar: The Revenge is
a paean to the Narendra Modi
government and makes a
hero of National Secturiy
Advisor Ajit Doval, played by
R Madhavan as Ajay Sanyal,
but it is a deeply personal and
deeply felt story of the thou-
sand cuts that Pakistan has
dealt to India, of which the
exile of Kashmiri Pandit has
been the most devastating
consequence.
It is also a story of the relent-
less war waged by Pakistan

against India, not all of
Pakistan but the terrorists it
harbours, and the agenda it
upholds. 
Where Dhurandhar, the first
part was all about Hamza Ali
Mazari's infiltration into the
Baloch gang of Lyari,
Karachi, the second part is
the back story. What turned
Jaskirat Singh Rangi into
Hamza, a one man demolition
squad who wipes out the
fountainhead of terror in
Pakistan. It is a fantasy India
desprately needs at this point
and who better than Aditya
Dhar to give it to the people
and more importantly to the
state, battered as it is in the
new world disorder, trying to
find its place among coun-
tries that were its friends and
trying to keep the new friends
it thought it had made.

Nazr, Sabr
Hosla. Eendhan. Badla.
Courage. Fuel. Revenge. That
is the tagline that recurs
throughout the movie, and it
is one that carries forward
the motto Sanyal gives to
Hamza in the first part: Nazr
and Sabr, vigilance and
patience. Dhar gives a logical
explanation for every act of
the Modi government, from
demonetisation in 2016 to the
encounter that killed gang-
ster Atiq Ahmed in 2023. The
enemy here is clearly
Pakistan, and the assets it

harbours in India, with the
chief architect of the strategy
revealed to be Bade Saab,
which frankly was not a sur-
prise reveal. It is a man who
has almost singlehandedly
inflicted damage on India
since 1992. The Pakistanis
here are intent on adminis-
tering violence on India, and
in the provocative words of
Major Iqbal, a particularly
despicable character played
by Arjun Rampal, doing
much more: making the infi-
dels accept the inevitability of
another faith, and turning its
women into sex slaves.
The 1971 war comes up
repeatedly in Major Iqbal's
conversations with his hate-
ful father, in a stellar perofr-
mance by Suvinder Vicky,
who is a stand-in for the hor-
rors visited upon East
Pakistan by the Pakistani
army, especially on its people.
It also has echoes of the slo-
gans that accompanied the
exodus of the Pandits from
the Valley: Raliv, Galiv, ya
Chaliv (Convert, Die or
Leave).

A Fantasy, After All
Dhar's filmmaking is clever.
One doesn't know whether he
actually believes in the Doval
doctrine of Nazr and Sabr,
but he does a good job of inter-
preting it, destroying every
enemy that has ever damaged
India, from the IC814 hijack to

the 26/11 attack to the 2012
Pune bombings and the 2013
Hyderabad blasts. Hamza
cuts a swathe through the
teror network in Pakistan
which leaves us scratching
our heads as to who was was
responsible for the Pahalgam
massacre.
But then, at the end of the day,
Dhar is weaving a fantasy for
us of a strong state, one that
famously ghar main ghusega
aur maarega bhi. In a telling
confession from Hamza, he
makes it clear that his war is
not against Pakistan but the
monsters who lead it into a
war against India and its own
people who are incovenient to
them.
The film is long, and some-
times tests one's patience,
especially in the excessive
use of violence. I have yet to
see a movie where so many so
many heads and limbs are
severed with such varied
objects, from axes to shop
shutters to meat hooks to oil
barrels. The soundtrack as
usual is very clever, stretch-
ing from Boney M's Rasputin
to the Bombay Rockers' Ari
Ari, which traces its roots to
the Punjabi folk song Baari
Barsi to Tirchi Topiwala
from the 1989 film Tridev to
Tamma tamma loge from
another 1989 film, Thanedar,
whose star Sanjay Dutt plays
the watchful SP Aslam and
who in real life.

editorial
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New Delhi: Gold prices
jumped by Rs 1,914 to Rs 1.46
lakh per 10 grams in futures
trade on Friday, March 20,
tracking firm global trends
amid easing geopolitical
tensions in West Asia. On
the Multi Commodity
Exchange, the yellow metal
for April delivery increased
by Rs 1,914, or 1.32 per cent,
to Rs 1,46,868 per 10 grams.
Analysts said the recovery
in gold prices was supported
by improving market senti-
ment following signs of eas-
ing tensions in West Asia.
The recovery in gold prices
was supported by easing
geopolitical concerns, as
recent statements from the
US and Israel indicated a
reduced risk of further dis-
ruptions to critical Middle
Eastern energy infrastruc-

ture, Renisha Chainani,
Head of Research at
Augmont, said. She added
that the sentiment
improved after indications
that the US may ease sanc-
tions on Iranian oil, poten-
tially boosting global supply
and reducing immediate
risk premium in commodity
markets. Globally, gold
futures for the April con-
tract on the Comex rose
USD 62.2, or 1.35 per cent, to
USD 4,667.9 per ounce in
New York. “Gold prices
steadied in Friday’s trade
but, remained on track for
their worst weekly decline
in six years, as the ongoing
US-Israel conflict with Iran
lifted inflation expectations
and reduced bets on near-
term interest rate cuts,”
Manav Modi, Analyst –

Commodities, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
Ltd, said. Chainani further
said signals from Israel indi-
cating restraint on further
strikes targeting Iranian
energy assets have helped
stabilise risk perception,
thereby reducing immedi-
ate safe-haven demand for
precious metals. Modi
added that the US Federal
Reserve’s hawkish stance in
keeping interest rates
steady capped the upside in
the yellow metal prices,
even as global cues
remained supportive.
Meanwhile, a strong US dol-
lar and elevated Treasury
bond yields continued to
weigh on bullion prices, as
investors positioned for
tighter financial conditions
amid inflation risks. 

Hyderabad, 20th March 2026: Shri
Krishna Kumar Thakur, a 1998 batch
officer of the Indian Railway Personnel
Service (IRPS), has assumed charge as
Director (Personnel) at NMDC Limited,
India’s largest iron ore producer, on
Thursday. In his two-and-a-half decades
of service with Indian Railways and
CPSUs, Shri Thakur brings extensive
experience in human resource manage-
ment and administration. He has han-
dled key HR functions across major rail-
way divisions including Solapur, Bhopal
and Mumbai, and has led large-scale
recruitment as Chairman, Railway
Recruitment Cell, Western Railway,
overseeing induction of around 12,000
employees. His leadership has been
instrumental in handling large- scale
recruitments, managing complex indus-
trial relations, and introducing progres-
sive HR initiatives aimed at enhancing
productivity and employee welfare.
During his tenure with RITES, he was
associated with an international train
operations project in Saudi Arabia. He
has also headed the HR function at
Konkan Railway Corporation Limited
(KRCL), where he played a key role in
streamlining HR policies and proce-
dures. Prior to joining NMDC, as
Director (HR) at BHEL, Shri Thakur
spearheaded several initiatives in HR,
Law and HSE, including restructuring of
functions, policy reforms, introduction

of a uniform incentive scheme, and
multi-skilling initiatives to enhance
workforce capability and retention.He
introduced standard guidelines for
labour sheds to enable faster mobiliza-
tion and retention of workmen. An alum-
nus of Tilka Manjhi University,
Bhagalpur, he holds a postgraduate
degree in Literature and a PGDM in
Human Resources from Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS). His experience in
HR across Indian Railways and large
CPSEs will be instrumental in strength-
ening NMDC’s people-centric ecosystem
while aligning employee growth with
organizational goals.

A commemorative gold coin bearing
the image of US President Donald
Trump has been approved by a feder-
al arts commission. The 24-karat gold
coin is intended to mark America's
250th birthday this 4 July and por-
trays Trump with his fists pressed
against a desk. After a presentation
by the US Mint, the US Commission
of Fine Arts voted unanimously to
approve the design, despite questions
over its legality. Federal law does not
allow a living president to appear on
US currency. But the coin is being
issued in accordance with Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent's authority
and discretion to mint and issue proof
gold coins. Bessent is expected to
order the coin to be struck once the
US Mint produces final dimensions.
The commission's vice-chairman,
James McCrery, said: "I motion to
approve this [coin] as presented, and
with the strong encouragement that
you make it as large as possible, all
the way to three inches in diameter."
For comparison, a US quarter dollar
is less than an inch wide. Trump last
year fired the Commission of Fine
Arts' members, replacing them with
allies. A Democratic congressman
from New York, Ritchie Torres, last
year proposed a bill titled Trump (The

Restrict Ugly Money Portraits) Act, to
bar presidents from issuing currency
bearing their own likeness. It has not
passed. The US Mint did not respond
to a request for comment from the

BBC. Until now, Calvin Coolidge is
the only other US president to have
featured on a coin in his lifetime.
There are, however, questions
regarding the legality of this coin.

Federal law does not allow a living
president to appear on US currency,
and a bipartisan panel has previously
rejected the idea of Trump’s figure
being on a coin. Additionally, a
Democratic congressman from New
York, Ritchie Torres, proposed a bill
last year titled Trump (The Restrict
Ugly Money Portraits) Act, to bar
presidents from issuing currency
bearing their own likeness. The bill
has not passed, and Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent is expected to
order the coin to be struck once the
US Mint produces final dimensions.
Megan Sullivan, the acting chief of
the office of design management at US
Mint, said the Treasury Secretary has
authority to authorize the minting
and issuance of certain coins. US
Treasurer Brandon Beach said in a
statement: “As we approach our 250th
birthday, we are thrilled to prepare
coins that represent the enduring
spirit of our country and democracy,
and there is no profile more emblem-
atic for the front of such coins than
that of our serving President, Donald
J. Trump.” Critics have been vocal
about the news, with many decrying
what seems to be an out of touch
move from Trump, especially consid-
ering current events.

New Delhi: Oil marketing
companies on Friday,
March 20, increased the
price of premium petrol by
around Rs 2 per litre, amid
rising global crude prices
triggered by escalating
tensions in West Asia.
State-run oil marketing
companies, including
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited and
Indian Oil Corporation
Limited, have raised the
prices of their premium
petrol variants by about
Rs 2.09 to Rs 2.35 per litre.
With this revision, the
price of branded fuels such
as Power petrol and XP95
has increased from around
Rs 111.68 per litre to nearly
Rs 113.77 per litre.
However, there has been
no change in the prices of
regular petrol and diesel,
providing some relief to
the general public amid
rising fuel concerns. The
hike in premium petrol
prices comes at a time
when global crude oil mar-
kets are witnessing sharp
volatility due to geopoliti-
cal tensions in West Asia.
On March 19, oil prices

surged more than 4 per
cent after attacks on key
energy infrastructure in
the region. Brent crude
futures rose to around
$111.78 per barrel, while
US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate (WTI)
climbed to nearly $99.57
per barrel. The spike fol-
lowed Israel’s strike on
Iran’s South Pars gas field,
the world’s largest, and
Iran’s reported retaliation
targeting Qatar’s Ras
Laffan industrial city, a

major global gas hub. The
escalating conflict has
raised concerns over glob-
al energy security, with
experts warning that dis-
ruptions in the Gulf region
could impact oil supply
chains worldwide. For
India, which imports near-
ly 90 per cent of its crude
oil needs, such develop-
ments have direct implica-
tions on fuel pricing.
While companies have so
far kept regular fuel prices
unchanged, the increase

in premium petrol reflects
the pressure from rising
global crude rates. 

Industry observers
said that if tensions con-
tinue and oil prices
remain elevated, domestic
fuel prices could see fur-
ther adjustments in the
coming weeks. With this
revision, the price of
branded fuels such as
Power petrol and XP95 has
increased from around Rs
111.68 per litre to nearly Rs
113.77 per litre.

Vrindavan, March 20, 2026:
HDFC Asset Management
Company Limited (HDFC
AMC), Investment Manager
to HDFC Mutual Fund (HDFC
MF), one of India’s leading
mutual fund houses, has sup-
ported the establishment of a
Radiotherapy Unit in the new
Oncology Block at
Ramakrishna Charitable
Hospital, Vrindavan as part of
its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tive, strengthening access to
advanced cancer treatment
for patients across North
India. The new Oncology
Block was inaugurated today
by the Hon’ble President of
India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu,
marking a significant mile-
stone in expanding access to
advanced cancer care. HDFC
AMC has supported the pro-
curement and installation of
advanced radiotherapy equip-
ment, enabling high-precision
radiation therapy that targets
cancer cells while minimising
damage to surrounding
healthy tissue. The facility is
expected to benefit patients
primarily from Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, and
Rajasthan, providing access
to specialised cancer treat-

ment for those who may oth-
erwise face challenges due to
cost or limited availability of
advanced healthcare infra-
structure. Speaking on the
initiative, Mr. Navneet
Munot, Managing Director
&amp; CEO, HDFC Asset
Management Company, said
“Access to quality healthcare
is fundamental to advancing
inclusive development in
India. We are honoured to
support the creation of
advanced radiotherapy infra-
structure at Ramakrishna
Charitable Hospital,

Vrindavan. At HDFC AMC,
we believe institutions must
play a meaningful role in
nation-building by serving
communities with care and
responsibility. 
This initiative reflects our
continued commitment to
strengthening cancer care
and helping reduce the finan-
cial and emotional burden on
families. We are also deeply
grateful to the Hon’ble
President Smt. Droupadi
Murmu for gracing the inau-
guration and encouraging
such impactful initiatives.”

Established in 2017, the
Oncology Department at
Ramakrishna Charitable
Hospital has emerged as an
important centre for cancer
treatment, serving patients
from a 400 km radius across
neighbouring regions. The
department offers a wide
range of advanced procedures
and treatments including
commando surgeries, recon-
structive surgeries, Whipple
procedures, free flaps, wide
excisions, chemotherapy,
immunotherapy, and hor-
mone therapy. Since its incep-
tion, the department has pro-
vided care to over 45,000 out-
patients and more than 12,000
inpatients, including fully
free treatment for destitute
patients in need of critical
medical support. The hospital
is now expanding its capabili-
ties through the new
Oncology Block, which will
house advanced facilities
including two radiotherapy
bunkers, a brachytherapy
bunker, a CT simulator, OPD
rooms, a day-care unit,
tumour board facilities, nurs-
es’ stations, conference
rooms, and allied infrastruc-
ture designed to support com-
prehensive cancer care.

India's youth story is a study
in contradictions - of abun-
dance and scarcity, promise
and drift. As the British
economist Joan Robinson
once quipped, whatever "you
can rightly say about India,
the opposite is also true".
Few studies illustrate that
paradox more crisply than
the latest State of Working
India report by Azim Premji
University. Start with the
headline number: 367 mil-
lion young people between
the ages of 15 and 29 - the
largest youth population in
the world, and making up a
third of India's working-age
population. Of them, 263 mil-
lion are not in education and
constitute the potential
workforce. It is an enviable
demographic bulge, the kind
that powered East Asia's eco-
nomic miracles. Yet, beneath
this statistical bounty lies
more troubling arithmetic.
There is, at first glance, rea-
son for optimism. Over four
decades, the country has
transformed its educational
landscape, the report finds.
Enrolment in high school
and colleges has surged,
broadly keeping pace with
India's development levels.
Gender gaps have narrowed.
Caste barriers, though far
from erased, have reduced.
Between 2007 and 2017, the

share of students from the
poorest households enrolled
in higher education rose
from 8% to 17%. A far more
educated and connected gen-
eration is entering the
labour market. Young work-
ers are moving out of agri-
culture faster than older
cohorts over the long term,
finding opportunities in
manufacturing and services.
On paper, this looks like the
making of a classic demo-
graphic dividend. "Never
before have so many young
Indians been as educated
and as connected," the report
says. The bad news: the tran-
sition from education to
employment remains stub-
bornly broken. Graduate

unemployment in an
increasingly challenging
labour market is strikingly
high. The last half decade
has not generated salaried
jobs in adequate numbers,
the report finds. Nearly 40%
of graduates aged 15-25 - and
20% of those aged 25-29 - are
jobless, far higher than
among the less educated, the
report finds. Only a small
share secure stable, salaried
jobs within a year. Part of
this reflects how labour mar-
kets evolve over a life cycle.
As Rosa Abraham, econo-
mist and lead author of the
report, told me: "When
you're young, you wait - and
report unemployment."
Track the same cohort over

time and joblessness falls; by
their late 20s, many are
working, says Abraham.
Early joblessness, she
argues, reflects an "aspira-
tion-availability mismatch"
combined with the ability to
wait. Over time, "you mel-
low, build networks and take
what you can", often in the
private sector. This is not a
new problem. In 1969, British
economist Mark Blaug pub-
lished a book called The
Causes of Graduate
Unemployment in India, trac-
ing a gap between education
and jobs that had been evi-
dent since the 1950s. And
between 1983 and 2023, gradu-
ate unemployment remained
stubbornly high at around 35-

40%. What has changed is the
scale. India now produces
about five million graduates a
year - but since 2004-05, barely
2.8 million annually have
found jobs, with even fewer
securing salaried work. The
broader labour market tells a
similarly mixed story. In the
two years after the pandemic,
India added 83 million jobs,
lifting total employment from
490 million to 572 million,
with gains for both men and
women, the report finds. Yet
nearly half were in agricul-
ture - dominated by women
and typically marked by low
productivity and disguised
unemployment. In other
words, the economy has been
creating work, but not the
kind that transforms liveli-
hoods. Women's employment
is rising - but here, too, the
picture is split. At one end, a
small but growing cohort of
educated and skilled women
is entering salaried roles in
IT, automobile manufactur-
ing and business services.
The shift is especially pro-
nounced in states such as
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat,
says Abraham. At the
other, far larger end, most
of the increase is in self-
employment and unpaid or
home-based work, often
within households or fami-
ly enterprises. 
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The Strait of Hormuz is a key
trade artery through which
around 20% of the world's oil
passes. Since the beginning
of the US-Israel war with
Iran, numerous ships have
been reported to have come
under attack in the area.
Iran's new supreme leader
said last week that Iran
should keep using the "lever
of blocking" the Strait. About
3,000 or so ships usually sail
through the corridor each
month. In 2025, about 20 mil-
lion barrels of oil passed
through the strait per day. It
is deep enough for the
world's biggest crude oil
tankers, and is used by the
major oil and gas producers
in the Middle East - and their
customers. Currently,
around 20,000 seafarers are
stranded in the Gulf west of
the strait, the UN's
International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) has
reported, following Iranian
threats to attack ships. We've
just heard from US President
Donald Trump, who has
called Nato allies "cowards"

and said it would be "easy"
for them to allow ships to
safely pass through the
Strait of Hormuz. Here's his
post on Truth Social in full:
"Without the U.S.A., NATO
IS A PAPER TIGER! They
didn’t want to join the fight
to stop a Nuclear Powered
Iran. "Now that fight is
Militarily WON, with very
little danger for them, they
complain about the high oil
prices they are forced to pay,
but don’t want to help open
the Strait of Hormuz, a sim-
ple military maneuver that
is the single reason for the
high oil prices. "So easy for
them to do, with so little risk.
COWARDS, and we will
REMEMBER!" More now
from the BBC interview with
the head of the International
Energy Agency (IEA) - who
says the "single most impor-
tant solution" to the oil and
gas crisis is reopening the
Strait of Hormuz. Even if
that happens, he warns, "the
damage to energy infrastruc-
ture" is likely to reduce the
flow of gas and oil from the

Gulf compared to before the
war began. It will take
"months and months" for
energy operations to return
"to where they were", he
says. "This will have reper-
cussions for the economy,
especially emerging and
developing countries, whose
economies are much more
fragile and the currencies
are weaker". Birol says it's
difficult to give a full assess-
ment of the damage to ener-
gy infrastructure so far, "but

the reports we are getting
indicate that there may be
medium to heavy damage on
the energy facilities, which
are extremely important for
the global energy markets
and for the global economy".
The head of the International
Energy Agency (IEA) tells
the BBC governments need
to "be more vocal" about cut-
ting energy usage, as the
world faces the "greatest
global energy security chal-
lenge in history". Fatih Birol

references a report released
today by the IEA, detailing
advice on reducing demand
for oil in businesses and
households - for example by
reducing motorway speed
limits and working from
home where possible. Birol
says the incentive for people
to take action was financial -
"high petrol prices, high
energy prices". "It will be
good for the pockets of the
businesses and also for the
consumers, for the citizens,
because it is going to help
their own economies". The
IEA was created in the after-
math of the 1970s oil shock
and a critical part of its role
is to ensure there are suffi-
cient supplies for the global
economy. But the challenge
posed by the US-Israeli war
with Iran is "much bigger",
he says. "It is also bigger
than the natural gas price
shock we have experienced
after the Russia's invasion of
Ukraine", with "major prob-
lems" facing fertilisers and
petrochemicals, as well as oil
and gas. "I believe the world

has not yet well understood
the depth of the energy secu-
rity challenge we are facing
today." Governments need
"to be more vocal but it's only
one part of the job that they
have to do", he says. "The
other part is how we can
increase the homegrown
energy such as renewables,
such as nuclear power." An
Iranian man has been arrest-
ed with a woman after trying
to enter the Faslane naval
base, home to the UK's
nuclear-armed submarines.
Police Scotland said a 34-
year-old man and a 31-year-
old woman were arrested at
HM Naval Base Clyde at
about 17:00 on Thursday. A
force spokesperson said
inquiries were ongoing. The
Royal Navy said the suspects
"unsuccessfully attempted"
to enter the base, near
Helensburgh, Argyll and
Bute. A spokesperson added:
"As the matter is subject to
an ongoing investigation, we
will not comment further."
The woman's nationality is
unknown. 

From soaring heating oil
bills for homes in Yorkshire
to bill-saving school closures
in Pakistan, the financial
fallout from the war in the
Middle East is already being
keenly felt. It is increasingly
clear that the impact of
Tehran's retaliation,
designed to trigger economic
disruption and damage, may
not be fleeting. Moreover, it's
very uneven. Alongside a
hefty catalogue of those who
risk being hard hit, there are
some who are benefiting. So
who are they? For all the
efforts to pursue renewable
energy, we remain hugely
reliant on oil and gas.
Plentiful reserves tend to
promise great riches, hence
crude has been labelled
"black gold". When prices
rise, producers are typically
quids in, while users are out
of pocket. But this is not

your usual oil price shock.
The Middle East remains the
heart of supply, the Strait of
Hormuz its main artery. The
impact of a de facto blockage
and attacks on energy infra-
structure in the region has
hit Gulf producers like Qatar
and Saudi Arabia hard, as
Tehran targets America's
allies. As customers seek
alternative sources, it's the
likes of Norway and Canada

who may gain. After Russia
invaded Ukraine in 2022, and
when many countries
sought to move away from
relying on Russian gas,
Norway was able to ramp up
production and take advan-
tage. Meanwhile, Canada's
Energy Minister Tim
Hodgson has been quick to
position his nation as "a sta-
ble, reliable, predictable, val-
ues-based producer of ener-

gy", but there are questions
about how much it can raise
production. Instead, it's
Russia that could be the
biggest winner. As
Washington relaxes the
rules to ease the global sup-
ply crunch, Russia's crude
oil sales to India have
jumped by 50%. 
Some estimates say that
Moscow could earn up to
$5bn (£3.7bn) more by the
end of March, and could be
on track for its biggest year
of fuel-related revenues
since 2022. America risks
handing Moscow a hefty
windfall at the expense of
Gulf nations. There are
other potential gainers too.
As some countries ramp up
their use of coal, it is a tanta-
lising opportunity for big
exporters such as
Indonesia, as the price of
that fuel also rises. 

A key moment of Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's official visit to
the US was President
Donald Trump's comment
on a piece of shared history
- Pearl Harbor. Asked by a
Japanese journalist why
the US had not warned its
allies it was going to strike
Iran on 28 February,
Trump referenced the 1941
Japanese attack on US soil.
"Who knows better about
surprise than Japan? Why
didn't you tell me about
Pearl Harbor?," Trump
said as the prime minister
appeared to be opening her
eyes wide and taking a
deep breath. The Pearl
Harbor attack led to the US
joining World War Two,

and the US later dropped
two atomic bombs on
Japan. The countries
became close allies in later
years after the war ended.
Trump's remark appeared
to draw some laughter
from journalists and others
present in the room in the
White House, while

Takaichi's reaction seemed
to reflect some of the
unease that surrounds the
issue. Mineko Tokito, a
senior reporter from
Japanese newspaper
Yomiuri Shimbun, was in
the Oval Office at the time
and said the PM's discom-
fort was "clear". "Prime

Minister Takaichi visceral-
ly reacted, her eyes widen-
ing and her smile disap-
pearing as she leaned back,
drawing her hands in,
clearly taken aback by the
sudden mention of Pearl
Harbor," she said. Yuta
Nakamura, a 33-year-old
engineer, told Reuters
news agency that Takaichi
had been put in "a very dif-
ficult situation" and
praised the PM for "avoid-
ing upsetting Trump".
Tokio Washino, a retiree,
said: "Given the historical
context of Japan having
done that, and with Donald
Trump bringing it up as an
example, it makes me feel a
bit uneasy as a Japanese
citizen." 

Norway's Crown Princess
Mette-Marit has told nation-
al TV that she wishes she
had never met late US sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein,
breaking seven weeks of
silence after the extent of
her contacts with him
emerged. "I feel so manipu-
lated, and when you are
manipulated, you don't
realise it from the start,"
Mette-Marit said in a 20-
minute interview in which
she was often on the verge of
tears. Seven weeks ago,
Norwegians discovered that
the crown princess had
exchanged hundreds of
emails with the disgraced
Epstein between 2011 and
2014, and stayed in his
Florida house when he was
not there. "It is incredibly
important for me to take
responsibility for not check-
ing his background more
carefully," she said. "And to
take responsibility for being
so manipulated and
deceived as I was." She has
already apologised and
admitted to "poor judge-
ment", after the close nature
of her links to Epstein came
to light when millions of
Epstein files were released
by the US justice depart-
ment at the end of January.
"Of course I wish I had never
met him," the princess told
public broadcaster NRK,

stressing that it was
Epstein's victims who
deserved justice for the
great abuse they had suf-
fered. She said she felt great
anger they had not yet
received it. Her decision to
speak publicly comes after
intense scrutiny and pres-
sure to explain herself,
including from Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre.
The crown princess gave lit-
tle away during the conver-
sation, and some of her
responses come across as
defensive. In 2011, three
years after Epstein had been
jailed for soliciting underage
sex, she wrote: "Googled u
after last email. Agree didn't
look too good." Sitting along-
side her husband, Crown
Prince Haakon, during the
interview, Mette-Marit main-
tained she "didn't know he
was a sex offender or a preda-
tor", even though the
reporter pointed out that a
Wikipedia article on Epstein
at the time had made clear he
was a convicted abuser. "I
can't remember this; it was 15
years ago." She admitted to
being too trusting of Epstein,
but when asked why neither
the palace nor the foreign
ministry knew about her
links to him, she said he was
a "private contact" and she
did not tell everyone about
her private contacts. 

European Union leaders
have accused Hungary's
Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán of disloyalty and
blackmail after he blocked a
90bn (£77bn) loan for
Ukraine. "No oil = no
money," Orbán said in a post
on X after Thursday's sum-
mit in Brussels during
which he refused to lift his
veto, citing a feud over a
damaged pipeline that
transports Russian oil to
Hungary. German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said Orbán's actions
amounted to "a gross act of
disloyalty", while European
Council head António Costa
described them as tanta-
mount to "blackmail".
Orbán - who has maintained
close ties with Russia since
it launched its full-scale
invasion in Ukraine in 2022 -
has made hostility towards
Ukraine a key issue ahead of
elections on 12 April.
Hungary depends on
Russian energy and Orbán
has accused Ukraine of dis-
rupting these energy sup-
plies by failing to repair a
Soviet-era pipeline, called
Druzhba, which carries
Russian oil to Hungary and
Slovakia through Ukraine.
Kyiv says the pipeline was
damaged in January by
Russian air strikes, that its
repair will last for weeks -

but also that restoring the
flow of oil would be equiva-
lent to lifting sanctions on
Moscow. While the pipeline
remains out of use, Orbán
has blocked the release of
EU funds to Ukraine -
despite approving the deci-
sion at an earlier meeting.
The gathering of EU leaders
on Thursday, which went
late into the night, ended
with many expressing state-
ments of thinly-veiled fury
at Orbán's actions.
"Colleagues who have been
members of the European
Council far longer than I
have were deeply angered
by what happened today,"
Germany's Merz told
reporters during a news
conference in the early
hours of Friday. "It is a gross
act of disloyalty within the
European Union," he said. "I
am firmly convinced that it
will leave deep marks."
France's President
Emmanuel Macron called
the meeting's outcome
"unprecedented", adding
that the loan's release must
be "implemented without
delay". Council President
and chairman of the talks
Costa added to the chorus of
discontent, describing
Hungary's actions as "com-
pletely unacceptable".
"Nobody can blackmail the
European institutions.

The new season of dating
show The Bachelorette
has been cancelled follow-
ing domestic violence alle-
gations against this sea-
son's star, ABC has said.
The network said it "made
the decision to not move
forward with the new sea-
son" after footage of
Taylor Frankie Paul
emerged on Thursday
appearing to show her in
an altercation with her ex-
partner Dakota
Mortensen in 2023. Paul, a
TikTok influencer who
also stars in Hulu's Secret
Lives of Mormon Wives,
was arrested in relation to
the incident in 2023. She
pleaded guilty to aggravat-
ed assault, US media
report. Paul's spokesper-
son said she is prioritising
her family's safety and

"preparing to own and
share her story". In a
statement, Mortensen, the
father of Paul's third child,
said he is "focusing on our
son and his safety". A
spokesperson for Disney,
which owns ABC, said it
made the decision to pull
the season "in light of the
newly released video just
surfaced today", referring
to the footage, which was
published by TMZ. 

Several people have been
injured after a Delta
Airlines flight from Los
Angeles to Sydney was hit
by turbulence on Friday
morning. Delta Flight 41
"encountered brief turbu-
lence" as it landed at Sydney
Airport, an airline
spokesperson told the BBC.
Four flight attendants were
injured, and no passengers
were hurt, the airline said.
The New South Wales
Ambulance Service said it
assessed five patients in
total, and took three to hos-

pital with minor injuries
that included back pain and
headaches. The patients'
ages ranged from their 30s to
70s. It is the latest incident of
planes being hit by turbu-
lence, with experts saying
climate change is a major
factor. There were 245 pas-
sengers and 15 crew mem-
bers on the Airbus A350, the
Delta spokesperson said,
adding that the plane landed
"safely and normally" at
Sydney Airport at 06:48 local
time on Friday (19:48 GMT
on Thursday). 

Several injured as turbulence
hits Delta flight into Sydney

A 19-year-old Mexican
man has died while being
held in detention by US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), the
agency has confirmed.
Royer Perez-Jimenez was
found "unconscious and
unresponsive" on Monday
at the Glades County
Detention Center in
Florida, according to a
statement from ICE. "He
died of a presumed sui-
cide; however, the official
cause of his death remains
under investigation," the
statement adds. According
to US media, Perez-
Jimenez is the youngest
prisoner to die in ICE cus-
tody since Donald Trump
returned to office and

launched a nationwide
immigration crackdown.
Perez-Jimenez was found
in his cell at 02:34 (07:34
GMT) on 16 March,
according to ICE, which
added that prison staff
"immediately" began life-
saving efforts. The state-
ment says he was arrested
in January and charged
with fraud for imperson-
ation and misdemeanour
resisting an officer.
Officials say he had illegal-
ly entered the US at an
unknown date. When he
was admitted to the jail, he
"denied any behavioral
health issues or concerns
and answered 'no' to all
suicide screening ques-
tions," ICE says. 

Australia PM heckled at Sydney mosque Ramadan event
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Every team in Fifa's
women's football tourna-
ments must include at
least one female head
coach or assistant coach
following the introduction
of new regulations. 
The requirements will
come into effect during
the under-17s and under-
20s Women's World Cup
and Women's Champions
Cup competitions this
year. The decision was
made at the Fifa Council
on Thursday, and dis-
cussed the long-term
strategy of female repre-
sentation in coaching.
Under the new ruling, at
least two staff members
on the bench of every
team at matches must be
female, with one in an
assistant coach or head
coach role. The rule
applies to all youth and
senior tournaments,
including clubs and
national teams. At the
2023 Women's World Cup,
12 of the 32 head coaches
were female, including

England manager Sarina
Wiegman. "There are sim-
ply not enough women in
coaching today. We must
do more to accelerate
change by creating clear-
er pathways, expanding
opportunities, and
increasing the visibility
for women on our side-
lines," said Fifa's chief
football officer Jill Ellis.
"The new Fifa regulations,

combined with targeted
development pro-
grammes, mark an impor-
tant investment in the
current and future gener-
ation of female coaches."
Fifa hopes these new regu-
lations will see a rapid
increase in female repre-
sentation, including at the
2027 Women's World Cup
in Brazil. Among some of
the most high-profile

female coaches is London-
born Emma Hayes, who is
joined by assistant Denise
Reddy at the United
States. In 2024, Hayes told
BBC Sport that a lack of
female coaches in English
football is "a massive
issue" and urged the
game's administrators to
"come up with more cre-
ative ways" to address it.
Other female English

coaches at international
level include Gemma
Grainger at Norway,
Casey Stoney at Canada
and Carla Ward at the
Republic of Ireland.
Canadian Rhian
Wilkinson led Wales to
their first major tourna-
ment at Euro 2025 last
summer, while
Dutchwoman Wiegman
has guided England to
back-to-back European
titles and has been named
the Fifa best women's
coach of the year on four
occasions.

Wiegman was the only
female coach in the quar-
ter-final stage of the 2023
Women's World Cup.
Speaking at that time, she
said: "Of course what we
hope is to get more female
coaches at the top level
and that the balance gets
better than it is right now.
"Males are welcome too
but if the balance is better
than hopefully that will
inspire more women to
get involved in coaching."

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
head into the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 season des-
perate to bounce back after
recording their joint-lowest
finish in the previous cam-
paign. In 2025, under the lead-
ership of Ajinkya Rahane,
KKR slumped to an 8th-place
finish, falling well short of the
playoffs. Now 37, Rahane has
been retained as skipper for a
second season by the three-
time champions, and opened
up on the pressure of leading
the side off the back of its
unsuccessful 2025 season.
"Every year, there are differ-
ent challenges as a player and
also as captain. What I've
learnt is to be positive, each
and every time. Really grate-
ful to the franchise that
they've given me this respon-
sibility to lead the team," said
Rahane in response to a ques-
tion by NDTV, in an exclusive
interaction facilitated by
JioStar. "Taking everything
in my stride. When there are
challenges, you always look at
opportunities. My mindset
has always been like that in
my career - when I see chal-

lenges or difficulties, I try to
look at them in a positive way,
as a player and also as a cap-
tain," he added. Rahane led
the scoring charts in IPL 2025,
making 390 runs. However,
KKR won only five out of their
14 games, albeit two were
abandoned due to rain. It was
the team's lowest finish in 16
years (since the 2009 season).
KKR have been presented
with headaches concerning
their bowling attack in the
lead-up to IPL 2026. Their lead
Indian pacer Harshit Rana
has already been ruled out of
the season due to a knee
injury. Further, Sri Lanka

pacer Matheesha Pathirana,
bought for Rs 18 crore, is yet to
receive a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) after suffer-
ing a hamstring injury during
the T20 World Cup 2026. KKR
also released Bangladesh
pacer Mustafizur Rahman fol-
lowing a BCCI directive amid
diplomatic tension between
India and Bangladesh. It is
also to be seen where Rahane
bats in IPL 2026. Rahane most-
ly batted at No. 3 in the 2025
campaign, but could choose to
partner either of New
Zealand's Finn Allen or Tim
Seifert at the top of the order
this time around.

On a breezy, rain-kissed
evening at the iconic Jaipur
Polo Grounds, nearly 1,000
spectators braved intermit-
tent showers to witness an
entertaining exhibition clash
between Jindal Panther and
Jaipur Optiemus Achievers.
The stands featured an eclec-
tic mix of attendees, includ-
ing prominent politicians
and enthusiastic students
from Maharaja Agrasen
Medical College, adding to
the vibrant atmosphere.
Jaipur Optiemus Achievers
made an emphatic start to
the contest, with Alejo
Aramburu and Sawai
Padmanabh Singh striking
twice each in the opening
chukker. Jindal Panther
responded through Juan
Gris Zavaleta and Ramiro
Zavaleta, who found the net
once apiece, but the

Achievers still held a 4-2
advantage at the end of the
first chukker. The second
chukker saw the Achievers
tighten their grip on the
game as Aramburu added
another goal to extend the
lead to 5-2, capitalising on
strong teamwork and preci-
sion play. Jindal Panther
showed renewed intent in the
third chukker, with Juan

Gris Zavaleta and Naveen
Jindal scoring a goal each to
narrow the deficit to 5-4.
However, the Achievers
quickly regained control, as
Sawai Padmanabh Singh and
Pratap Singh Kanota struck
crucial goals to restore a com-
fortable cushion, ending the
first half at 7-4. Following the
break, Jaipur Optiemus
Achievers continued their

dominance. Sawai
Padmanabh Singh showcased
his class with two more goals
in the fourth chukker, while
Juan Gris Zavaleta managed
to add one for Jindal Panther,
taking the score to 9-5.
Persistent rain began to affect
play, and the fifth chukker
ultimately proved to be the
final one. Despite the chal-
lenging conditions, Naveen
Jindal scored the lone goal of
the chukker for Jindal
Panther. However, it wasn't
enough to overturn the deficit
as Jaipur - Optiemus
Achievers sealed a 9-6 victory
in a thrilling, weather-inter-
rupted encounter. The match
not only delivered high-quali-
ty polo but also highlighted
the sport's growing appeal,
with fans turning up in large
numbers despite the unpre-
dictable weather. 

Iga Swiatek crashed out of
the Miami Open second
round Thursday as 50th-
ranked fellow Pole Magda
Linette fought back for a 1-6,
7-5, 6-3 victory over the six-
time Grand Slam champion.
Reigning Wimbledon cham-
pion Swiatek, who won the
Miami Open in 2022, suf-
fered her first opening loss
at a tournament since the
2021 WTA Finals. It's just
the latest disappointment
for Swiatek, who was elimi-
nated in the quarter-finals
at the Australian Open and
in the WTA 1000 events in
Doha and Indian Wells.
Although she was seeded
second in the elite combined
ATP and WTA hardcourt
tournament in Miami,
Swiatek dropped this week
to third in the world as
Indian Wells finalist Elena
Rybakina moved up behind
top-ranked Aryna
Sabalenka. Swiatek's com-
patriot Linette had to dig
deep after Swiatek -- who
won their last encounter 6-1,
6-1 -- raced through the
opening set in 33 minutes.
But she stuck to her guns
and Swiatek double-faulted
to give Linette two break
points in the 12th game of
the second set, Linette forc-
ing a third set with a return

winner. "I just had to go for
a little bit more," Linette
told Tennis Channel. "I had
to start hitting a little bit
faster, too, to push her a lit-
tle bit more back, not give
her space. "But I think it all
started with serving a bit
better," she added. Swiatek
didn't go meekly, saving a
pair of match points on her
own serve in the eighth
game of the third and two
more as Linette served for
the match, before Linette
sealed the win as Swiatek
sent a backhand wide. "She
actually gets really good on
those break points down,
match points down," Linette
said. "She starts swinging. I
just knew I had to stay
strong on my serve." Linette
advanced to a third-round
matchup against 20-year-old
Alexandra Eala of the
Philippines, a 6-7 (6/8), 6-3, 6-
3 winner over Germany's
Laura Siegemund. "It really
was close," said Eala, a sur-
prise semi-finalist last year
who needed three hours
and 20 minutes to close out
the victory. "It was
demanding, physically and
mentally. But that was one
of my goals last year after
the tournament, to improve
physically, and here I am
fresh as a flower." 

Former India cricketer
Laxman Sivaramakrishnan
announced his retirement
from the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) com-
mentary panel on Friday. Not
only did Sivaramakrishnan
refer to a lack of opportuni-
ties as a driving force behind
his decision, he also accused
the BCCI of "colour discrimi-
nation". Sivaramakrishnan
said that he had not received
opportunities to conduct toss
and presentation ceremonies,
and implied that discrimina-
tion could've played a part in
it. Fans were left divided by
Sivaramakrishnan's explo-
sive announcement, and leg-
endary India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin also
reacted to it. "I am retiring
from commentary for BCCI,"
Sivaramakrishnan wrote on

his 'X' handle.
Sivaramakrishnan stated
that he had been usurped for
certain roles by "newcomers"
in the industry. "If I have not
been used for TOSSES and
PRESENTATION for 23
years and new comers come
in to do pitch report, tosses,
presentations even when
(Ravi) Shastri was coaching,

what do you think could be
the reason," he posted. The
former leg-spinner, who
played nine Tests and 16 ODIs
for India during the 1980s,
then accused the BCCI of
colour discrimination in a
response to a fan.
Ravichandran Ashwin
expressed disappointment at
Sivaramakrishnan's sudden

decision. "Oh no! Why not
this IPL?" wrote Ashwin,
quoting Sivaramakrishnan's
announcement. Fans
appeared to have been left
divided by
Sivaramakrishnan's com-
ments. Sivaramakrishnan
began his commentary
career in the year 2000. He
also served as a player repre-
sentative on the ICC Cricket
Committee. Although he
went wicket-less in this first
Test match, he later became
famous for his match-win-
ning 12-wicket haul against
England in 1984.
Sivaramakrishnan was also
a key player in India's victo-
rious 1985 Benson & Hedges
World Championship tri-
umph in Australia under
the great Sunil Gavaskar's
captaincy. 

There has been increased
scrutiny of Chelsea head
coach Liam Rosenior, with
his decision not to name a
first-choice goalkeeper chief
among the criticism he now
faces. Before the
Englishman's appointment
in January, Robert Sanchez
had been former boss Enzo
Maresca's undisputed first
choice for almost his entire
18-month tenure. However,
Sanchez has been in rotation
with understudy Filip
Jorgensen since his poor dis-
play in a 2-1 defeat at
Arsenal. The promoted
Dane, 23, produced a steady
performance in a win at
Aston Villa, but a sloppy
pass in his second outing led
to Paris St-Germain's third
goal as Chelsea's Champions
League hopes collapsed in a
5-2 defeat at Parc des Princes.

Since then, Jorgensen has
suffered a groin issue,
prompting Sanchez's return
and resulting in five goal-
keeper changes across six
matches. The situation has
repeatedly raised questions
over whether rotating goal-
keepers is helpful - while a
range of other issues have
emerged under Rosenior.
These include selecting
Mamadou Sarr, whose early

error in Wednesday's 3-0 sec-
ond-leg defeat by PSG proved
costly, out of position at
right-back. Meanwhile, the
management of the captain-
led pre-kick-off huddle in the
1-0 home loss to Newcastle
drew ridicule and frustrated
officials, and Rosenior's side
have appeared increasingly
open defensively during
their run of three straight
defeats. 

he moment every-
thing clicked for
Lerone Murphy was
when he was not given

a title shot by the UFC. On a
nine-fight win streak in the
promotion, the Briton's stun-
ning spinning elbow knock-
out of Aaron Pico in August
put him in pole position to be
the next challenger for
Alexander Volkanovski's
featherweight title. Murphy
called for his shot, while
Volkanovski agreed the 34-
year-old deserved it. Instead,
the UFC went in a different
direction, with Volkanovski
having to defend his belt in a
rematch against Diego Lopes
in February, who he had
beaten 10 months prior. The

decision was an eye-opener
for UFC London headliner
Murphy. Despite an unbeat-
en start to his 18-fight career
and going viral with the
knockout of Pico, he had
been overlooked. Murphy
chuckles wryly before adopt-
ing a more serious tone as he
explains why he missed out.
"It kind of woke me up to a
lot of things, but I under-
stand it," Murphy tells BBC
Sport. "You have to under-
stand it's an entertainment
business. It shouldn't be that
way but it is that way."
Instead Murphy has been
pitted against Russian
Movsar Evloev at UFC
London on Saturday, in
what on paper looks like a

number-one contender fight.
Even before a punch is
thrown, Murphy's title cre-
dentials are being ques-
tioned by rival fighter Jean
Silva, who claims he will be
given the next shot at
Volkanovski because he is
more exciting. 
As Murphy's battle to secure
his title shot goes on, BBC
Sport spoke to fighters on
the card about the UFC's
potentially evolving match-
making policy and why top
contenders sometime get
overlooked. The UFC is a
rankings-based organisation
where the higher-ranked
fighters are seen as the more
deserving of title shots.
Murphy is ranked third at

featherweight, with Evloev
first, so why did second-
ranked Lopes get chosen to
fight Volkanovski again
after previously suffering
defeat? The answer may lie
in MMA existing as a sport,
but the UFC being a multi-
billion pound business that
has grown rapidly in the
past 10 years. Businesses
make money and the UFC
does that by getting fans to
pay to watch the fights it
stages, and more important-
ly, its fighters. It recently
signed a £5.7bn broadcast
deal with Paramount. The
more attention a fighter can
generate, the more people
watch. This is where
Murphy may have suffered. 

Ronnie O'Sullivan has creat-
ed more snooker history by
making the sport's highest-
ever professional break
with a 153 at the World Open
in Yushan. Seven-time
world champion O'Sullivan
set the new record in the
opening frame of his quar-
ter-final with Welshman
Ryan Day to pave the way
for a dominant 5-0 victory.
The 50-year-old left Day in a
snooker at the start of the
frame and the Welshman's
failure to escape gifted
O'Sullivan a free ball. He
potted the green as an extra
red before adding his open-
ing black and then reeling
off 15 reds, 13 further blacks
and two pinks before clear-
ing the final six colours to
reach 153. It breaks the pre-
vious record for the highest
professional break - a 148 set

by Scotland's Jamie Burnett
at the UK Championship
qualifiers in 2004. "Just want
to say a big shoutout to all
the people who have been
messaging me, congratulat-
ing me on the 153,"
O'Sullivan said in a video
posted on X. "It was a pretty
cool moment, really happy
to do it. Thank you to every-
one out there that has sup-
ported me." The maximum

break in snooker is a 147 -
achieved in a single frame
by potting all 15 reds with 15
blacks followed by all six
colours in sequence.
However, the highest possi-
ble break is 155. This can be
done when when a player is
awarded a free ball, pots the
free ball as an extra red,
then the black and then goes
on to pot the 15 reds with
blacks, plus the colours.

Is matchmaking fair? Murphy's long
road to UFC title contender

T
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aai Laxmi, the
Kannada actress who
has appeared in
many Telugu films

and special songs alongside
top stars like Megastar
Chiranjeevi, Pawan
Kalyan, and Ravi Teja, has
been away from regular act-
ing for some time now. She
remains active and con-
nected on social media,
often sharing glimpses of
her life and style. Raai
Laxmi, popularly known as
Lakshmi Raai, turned
heads with her radiant
beach photos from Bali,
Indonesia. Dressed in a
striking yellow sequined
bikini paired with a wide-

brimmed straw hat and
mirrored sunglasses, the
actress radiated pure sum-
mer energy. “Just me & the
Sunshine #BaliGlow ,” she
captioned the sizzling
images, capturing golden-
hour vibes against
turquoise waters and sandy
shores. The glamorous
looks showcased her confi-
dent style and fit physique,
quickly winning fans'
hearts. Born on May 5, 1989,
in Bangalore, Raai Laxmi
began as a model before
making her acting debut in
2005 with the Tamil film
Karka Kasadara. She quick-
ly expanded across South
Indian cinema.

Neha Shetty, the
Kannada beauty, has
been trying to land a
big break in films,

but success has been slow.
Even though she has good
acting skills and stunning
screen presence, she has
mostly been seen in cameo
roles in Tollywood. 
In Tamil as well, her
entry started with a small
appearance rather than a
full-fledged role. Despite
the limited opportunities,
Neha continues to stay
visible and hopeful for a
strong comeback. In her

latest pictures, Neha
Shetty looks absolutely
gorgeous as she cele-
brates Ugadi in a tradi-
tional style.
She is seen wearing a rich

red saree with golden
detailing, which gives a
festive and elegant vibe.
The saree drapes beauti-
fully, highlighting her
graceful look, while her
matching blouse adds a
classic touch. Her soft
curls, minimal makeup,
and traditional jewelry
perfectly complete the
look.

hifting gears from
melody to full-blown
madness, Rakasa
amps up its musical

campaign with the release of
its latest video song, “Snake
Dance.” Designed as a high-
energy, crowd-driven num-
ber, the track embraces
chaos, rhythm, and raw fun,
presenting a completely
uninhibited dance experi-
ence. Composed and
arranged by Anudeep Dev,
the song is positioned as a
mass-friendly anthem that
thrives on instant connect
and repeat value. At its core,
“Snake Dance” thrives on a
refreshingly self-aware idea,
celebrating the fact that not
everyone fits into structured
dance styles. Instead of per-
fection, the song leans into
spontaneity, turning the

absence of “proper steps”
into its biggest strength.
Lyricist Raghuram builds
this concept with humour
and relatability, giving the
track a playful, conversation-
al tone that resonates with
group energy. The vocals by
Benny Dayal, Maneesha
Pandranki, Ritesh G Rao,
Lakshmi Meghana, and
Vinayak add layers of
vibrancy, driving the song’s
infectious momentum. With
its instantly memorable
hook “Snake Snake Snake
Dance / Full Body Shake
Shake Dance”, the track is
tailored for easy recall, audi-
ence participation, and
strong digital shareability.
With this latest release,
Rakasa continues to estab-
lish itself as an audio-posi-
tive album with a clear range

of moods. The first single
“Rapappa” struck an ener-
getic chord, crossing 1.2 mil-

lion views on YouTube,
while the romantic second
single “Padhe Padhe” added
emotional depth, moving
past 1.1 million views.
Complementing this, the
film’s promotional assets
have also drawn strong atten-
tion, with the title glimpse
crossing 1.9 million views
and the teaser surpassing 2.9
million views. With “Snake
Dance” now entering the
mix, the album expands into
a massy, high-energy space,
strengthening its overall
appeal.
Headlined by Sangeeth
Sobhan, who continues to
gain strong traction among
younger audiences with
films like MAD and MAD
Square, Rakasa pairs him
with Nayan Sarika in a nar-
rative that blends romance,

humour, and fantasy ele-
ments. The film features a
notable supporting cast
including Vennela Kishore,
Brahmaji, Tanikella
Bharani, Ashish Vidyarthi,
and Getup Srinu. The project
is written and directed by
Manasa Sharma, known for
her work on Oka Chinna
Family Story and Bench Life.
On the technical front,
Anudeep Dev anchors the
film’s musical identity with a
soundtrack that balances
variety and recall value.
Cinematography is handled
by Raju Edurolu, with edit-
ing by Anwar Ali. The film is
produced by Niharika
Konidela under Pink
Elephant Pictures in associ-
ation with Zee Studios, with
Umesh Kumar Bansal back-
ing the project.

tar composer-hero GV
Prakash Kumar's
upcoming movie
'Happy Raj'. Maria

Raja Elanchezian, who
worked as an assistant direc-
tor to hero-director Pradeep

Ranganathan, directed the
film. Jaiwardha produced it
under the banner Beyond
Pictures. Mad fame Sri
Gowri Priya played the hero-
ine. The film is already creat-
ing positive buzz, and the

first single released recently
has received a wonderful
response. The film will be
grandly released in
Telugu states on March
27 through Mythri
Movie Distributors

LLP. On this occasion, the
makers organized a trailer
launch event. Directors
Shiva Nirvana and Venky
Atluri attended the event. At
the trailer launch event,
hero Jeevi Prakash Kumar
said..Hello everyone. I am
very happy that Venky garu
and Shiva garu are coming
to this event. Thank you so
much to Ravi Teja garu who
launched the Telugu trailer
of this film on social media.
Mythri Movie Makers saw
this film. They liked it very
much. I am very happy that
this film is being released by

M y t h r i
M o v i e

Maker Mythri Movies.
Thank you to our producers.
This film has all the fun com-
mercial elements. It also has
a beautiful message. After
watching the film, this story
will touch your hearts. A
very special film. You will all
enjoy watching it a lot.
Father is the biggest hero in
all of our lives. After watch-
ing this film, you will cele-
brate your father. It will last
for a long time. This film will
be released on March 27. I
definitely want everyone to
watch it. Director Shiva
Nirvana said.. Greetings to
everyone. I like Jeevi garu's
music more than anything.
Finally, I got to work with
him for the film Irumudi.
The music work is going so
well. It is very surprising
that he is coming to his event

as a hero with me as the
music director. He does
music for a film and even
acts with his life. He has
done almost 20 films as a
hero. Now Happy Raj is com-
ing to the Telugu audience
with this film. I sincerely
wish him more reach. Every
youthful entertainer from
Tamil is doing amazingly in
Telugu. Wherever there is a
good film, Mythri Movie
Mythri Distributors is bring-
ing it to the Telugu audience.
Gowri Priya garu has been
doing many amazing roles in
recent times. I wish this film
to do amazingly. Director
Venky Atluri said.. Hello
everyone. I felt very happy
after watching the trailer of
this film. I wish the happi-
ness in the title to reach the
audience as well. 

R a a s h i i
Khanna was
recently seen

in Ustaad
B h a g a t
S i n g h
starring
Pawan
Kalyan and Sreeleela. However, her

role did not receive much
appreciation, as it had very
limited scope. The supporting
cast overall felt underutilised,
and Raashii Khanna’s charac-
ter, in particular, seemed
unnecessary and lacked prop-
er closure, making her pres-
ence less impactful in the film.
Meanwhile, she is now gear-
ing up for her next big project,
Farzi 2, alongside Shahid
Kapoor. The series is created
and directed by the acclaimed
duo Raj Nidimoru and
Krishna DK. With the success
of the first season, expecta-

tions are quite high, and the
new season is expected to pre-
miere on Amazon Prime
Video in late 2026. At the same
time, Raashii Khanna has
been turning heads with her
latest photoshoot. 
She shared stunning pictures
where she is seen in a sharp
pinstripe suit paired with a
matching shirt and tie, giving
a bold and powerful look. The
oversized blazer, sleek styling,
and statement glasses add a
modern boss-lady vibe, while
her confident pose and mini-
mal makeup enhance the
overall elegance. 

ollywood star Hrithik
Roshan has sparked
fresh conversations
with his latest move, not

as an actor, but as a producer.
The actor has teamed up with
Amazon Prime Video for a
new comedy film titled Mess,
directed by Rajesh A
Krishnan. The film marks
Hrithik’s second collaboration
with the streaming giant after
Storm, and will be backed by
his home banner HRX Films.
Unlike his earlier intense proj-
ects, Mess is said to be a quirky
comedy revolving around a
group of robbers who find
themselves trapped in a
bizarre situation during a
home invasion gone wrong.
However, this announcement
has once again raised a big
question among fans, what is
happening with Krrish 4? For
the longest time, Bollywood
media reported that the super-
hero film was facing budget

constraints, delaying its
progress. But Hrithik’s
recent choices tell a dif-
ferent story. The actor
is not only actively
producing multiple
projects but has also
been making signif-
icant personal
investments, indi-
cating that
finances may not
be a major hurdle.
This contrast has
left fans surprised
and curious.  Is
Hrithik con-
sciously prioritiz-
ing new-age con-
tent over revisiting
his iconic superhero
franchise? Or is
Krrish 4 still in the
pipeline, waiting for the
right moment? For now,
Mess signals Hrithik’s
growing interest in con-
tent-driven cinema. 

Hrithik Creates Mess While
Krrish 4 Stays Missing!

DHURANDHAR 2 REACHES
PAKISTAN DESPITE BAN

DHURANDHAR GIRL’S
BOLD NEW LOOK
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HAPPY RAJ' IS A FILM WITH A BEAUTIFUL MESSAGE ALONG WITH FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT.
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