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42 Maoists Surrender, Telangana
Now Maoist-kree: DGP

HYDERABAD TSIT BUREAU:
Telangana Police declared the state
free of armed Maoist formations
after 42 CPI (Maoist) cadres, includ-
ing key members of the PLGA
Battalion, surrendered on
Thursday. DGP B. Shivadhar Reddy
said the surrender has dismantled
the Telangana State Committee
(TSC) and neutralized extremist
operations in the region.

The cadres handed over 36 fire-
arms (including AK-47s and INSAS
rifles), over 1,000 rounds of ammu-
nition, two grenades, and 800 grams
of gold. So far in 2026, 205 Maoists
have surrendered, and 206 firearms
recovered. Since 2024, a total of 761
cadres have laid down arms.The
DGP credited sustained police oper-
ations and a progressive rehabilita-
tion policy—offering financial aid

"MADE INDELIBLE CONTRIBUTION TO BIHAR'S
DEVELOPMENT": PM MODI CONGRATULATES
NITISH KUMAR ON RS OATH

CM Revanth
Attends CWC
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incentives, and healthcare. A
reward of Rs.1.93 crore will be dis-
tributed among the surrendered
cadres.Appealing to remaining
underground members, the DGP
urged them to surrender and return
to a dignified mainstream life.

New Delhi TSIT: Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy attend-
ed the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting at
Indira Bhavan in New Delhi on
Friday. The meeting, chaired by
AICC President Mallikarjun
Kharge, was also attended by Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, K.C.
Venugopal, and other senior lead-
ers. Chief Ministers from Congress-
ruled states, including

Siddaramaiah (Karnataka) and

Minister and JD(U)

everywhere. He has

Wind: 8 km/h
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu supremo Nitish  made an indelible con-
(Himachal Pradesh), joined key Kumar after he took tribution to the devel-
GOLD RATE Jagraon (TSIT) A boat ed with.District  bereaved families. deliberations. The CWC focused on oath as a member of opment of Bihar."He
24K carrying pilgrims, pri- Magistrate Chandra The chief minister has political strategies and organiza- the Rajya Sabha.In a  further praised Nitish
marily from Punjab, Prakash Singh reported directed officials to expe- tional matters to strengthen the New Delhi (TSIT) post on X, PM Modi Kumar for being "one
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|SI-BKI TERROR MODULE
BUSTED, 11 ARRESTED
IN DELHI-PUNJAB
ESPIONAGE PLOT

New Delhi, Apr 10: The Delhi
Police Special Cell on Friday
busted a major terror module
allegedly backed by Pakistan’s
intelligence agency Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI),
arresting 11 suspects from Delhi
and Punjab. Police said the mod-
ule was involved in espionage,
arms smuggling and planning ter-
ror attacks. Acting on leads, offi-
cials recovered nine solar-pow-
ered CCTV cameras installed
near sensitive defence and securi-
ty establishments across multiple
locations. These cameras were
transmitting live feeds to han-
dlers in Pakistan using SIM
cards. Authorities also seized four
pistols, including foreign-made
weapons, and 24 live cartridges

PUNJAB POLICE BUST
|SI-BACKED BKI TERROR
MODULE, TWO ARRESTED
WITH EXPLOSIVES

Chandigarh, Apr 9: In a significant
counter-terror operation, Punjab
Police, in coordination with central
agencies and the State Special
Operation Cell (SSOC) of the
Counter Intelligence Wing, has dis-
mantled an ISI-sponsored Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI) module,
arresting two operatives, officials
said. The accused, identified as
Akash Masih and Jablaun, resi-
dents of Dulla Nangal in Gurdaspur,
have prior criminal records. Their
apprehension led to the seizure of a
large cache of explosives and terror-
related materials, including five
hand grenades, two special detona-
tors, a Push-to-Talk (PTT) timer
with coder and decoder, a 9V bat-
tery, one kilogram of high explosive
packed with nails, an improvised
explosive device (IED), and a
Baofeng walkie-talkie with trigger
mechanism. Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav stated that the
recovered materials indicated prep-
arations for high-impact attacks
aimed at destabilizing public peace
in Punjab. Deputy Inspector
General of Police, Border Range,
Sandeep Goel, added that initial
investigations suggest the terror
module was directed by foreign-
based handlers.

capsized in Vrindavan's
Yamuna on Friday
afternoon, leaving 10
persons dead and sever-
al others missing. The
accident occurred near
Kesi Ghat when the
boat carrying pilgrims
moved into deeper
waters and hit a floating
pontoon.

A group of pilgrims,
including children, had
set out on a Yamuna
trip in a private steam-
er. They were part of a
larger group of 150 pil-
grims from Ludhiana
and Muktsar in Punjab.
The deceased include
six men and four
women.

Authorities noted
that a pontoon bridge
had recently been dis-
mantled in the area due
to rising water levels,
leaving some pontoon
drums in the river, one
of which the boat is

six fatalities earlier, and
later rescuers recov-
ered four more bodies,
taking the toll to 10, dis-
trict administration
officials confirmed.
“Sixteen to 17 people
have been rescued safe-
ly so far. Efforts are
ongoing to locate the
missing,” the DM said
earlier, adding that all
tourists onboard were
from Punjab.The dis-
trict magistrate said the
exact number of people
on board the boat at the
time of the accident is
yet to be ascertained.
However, based on
inputs from accompa-
nying pilgrims, three to
four persons are still
reportedly missing.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has taken
cognisance of the inci-
dent and expressed deep
grief over the loss of
lives. He conveyed his

dite the ongoing relief
and rescue operations
and ensure that the
injured are provided
immediate and proper
medical treatment, offi-
cials said. Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann spoke to
Adityanath and said all
necessary assistance
would be provided to the
victims. He said the boat
was carrying 32 people
hailing from Jagraon
city in Punjab for dar-
shan in Vrindavan.The
Ludhiana administra-
tion has set up dedicated
control rooms in
Ludhiana and Jagraon -
01624223226 (SDM
Jagraon office) and
01612403100  (Deputy
Commissioner Office
Ludhiana). Special
teams of civil and police
officers have already
been dispatched from
Ludhiana to Vrindavan,

party’s national framework.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday congratu-
lated Bihar  Chief

said, "His commitment
to good governance
has been appreciated

of the most experi-
enced leaders in the
country".

Pakistani youth using their
energy to fuel terrorism: Rajnath

Noida (TSIT): Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday tar-
geted Pakistan, saying that
some of the youth in that coun-
try are using their energy to
fuel terrorism.

Speaking at the Convocation
ceremony of Noida International
University in Noida, the Defence
Minister said, “When India's
youth channel their energy cor-
rectly, they create technology
that makes the world better. On
the other hand, some Pakistani
youth are using this same energy
to fuel terrorism.”He said youth
are indeed an inexhaustible res-
ervoir of energy. “This very ener-
gy forms the foundation of cre-
ation and development, and if it

W | :
the cause of destruction,” he said.
India's rich cultural heritage
plays a crucial role in guiding our
youth in the right direction, he
said.The Defence Minister called
upon the youth to achieve their
dreams through dedication.
“Your circumstances, struggles,
and dreams are what make you
unique. Therefore, recognise
your abilities and strengths, and
then move forward with complete

AP CABINET APPROVES RS.10,239 CR
CHIP PI.ANT EYES VIZAG AS Al HUB

Amaravathi (TSIT): The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet, led
by CM Nara Chandrababu Naidu, approved multi-bil-
lion rupee investments on April 10, 2026, with a strategic
focus on making Visakhapatnam a global Al and IT hub.
Key clearances include the Adani Infra AI Data Center,
IT parks by iSprout (Rs.1,000 crore), and a Rs.10,239
crore semiconductor OSAT facility by RRP Electronics
in Sri Sathya Sai district. Other major nods went to a
Shyam Metalics steel complex (Rs.3,678 crore) and AM/
NS pellet plant expansion (Rs.1,400 crore). The Cabinet
also greenlit green energy projects, Amaravati Quantum
Valley, healthcare Al systems, tourism infrastructure,

believed to have collid-

condolences to

the

officials said.

goes astray, it can also become

Karnataka Home Minister clarifies no zombie
drugs’ exist; police arrest man for posting video

Bengaluru, April 10 : The
Karnataka Police have arrest-
ed the man who posted the
viral video claiming the avail-
ability of “zombie drugs” in
Bengaluru city on Friday.
However, Home Minister G.
Parameshwara has clarified
that no such drugs exist in
Bengaluru.

He stated that the man in the
video had consumed alcohol
and taken tablets simultane-
ously, which caused him to
behave unusually on a public
road. The police in Bengaluru
have arrested the accused,
identified as Hemanth Kumar,
a resident of the
Vidyaranyapura locality. He
had recorded the video three
days ago and posted it on social
media.

The video showed a man act-
inglike a “zombie” through his
body language on a busy arte-
rial road in broad daylight.

The police have also tracked
down the man seen in the video
in the city. He was subjected to
a medical examination to
check for the presence of nar-
cotic substances.

The police stated that no nar-
cotic substance was found dur-
ing the tests. The accused,
Hemanth Kumar, works as a
field executive for an eyewear
brand. Police investigations
revealed that while he was
travelling on Bagalur Main

Road at around 11.30 a.m. on
April 7, he spotted a man in an
intoxicated state, struggling to
walk and behaving unusually.
He recorded a 32-second video
of the man and posted it on his
Instagram account, the police
said. The police were able to
track him with the help of the
scooter seen in the video. The
clip later went viral and raised
concerns about so-called “zom-
bie drugs.”

Sharing the video, Kannada
film popular hero Duniya Vijay
appealed to parents to take care
of their children. “A new nar-
cotic drug is available in
Bengaluru, and youth should
be careful. Parents must also
remain vigilant. The police
department should clarify the
facts regarding the ‘zombie

drug’. People must inform the

police if they receive any infor-

mation about it,” he said.
After the video went viral on

social media, the police
launched an investigation and
identified Hemanth as the per-
son behind it. Police have also
clarified that claims about
“zombie drugs” are false.
Responding to the rumours,
Home Minister G.
Parameshwara dismissed the
claims as baseless. He said pre-
liminary information indicat-
ed that the individual was a
lorry driver who had come
from northern states such as
Haryana or Punjab for work.
The person had reportedly con-
sumed medication for an ill-
ness along with alcohol, which
led to his unusual behaviour.

dedication,” he said.

and ex-gratia for accident victims.

‘Let my work do the talking’: Raghav Chadha
shares video amid AAP rift

New Delhi, April 10 : Amid
internal rift within the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), Rajya
Sabha member Raghav Chadha
on Friday shared a message on
Instagram asserting that his
parliamentary work would
speak for itself.

Taking to the social media
platform Instagram, Chadha
posted a video and wrote,
“With respect, to those ques-
tioning my parliamentary per-
formance, I'll let my work do
the talking."

The video featured a compi-
lation of his interventions and
questions raised in the Rajya
Sabha, highlighting a wide
range of public policy issues he
has addressed.

In the video, Chadha is seen
raising concerns on several
matters, including the problem
of data expiry, the need to
make paternity leave a legal
right, and the demand to end
minimum balance penalties in
banks. He also spoke about
issues such as food adultera-
tion, incoming call charges,
28-day recharge scam, taxation
concerns, and excess baggage
charges in airlines.

Further, he addressed broad-
er systemic challenges such as
paper leak scams, air pollution,
exploitation of gig workers,
delays in health insurance
claims, and alleged irregulari-
ties at toll plazas. The video

also included his remarks on
expensive airport food, data
privacy breaches, the demand
for a free annual health check-
up as a right, and rising air-
fares.

Chadha additionally raised
concerns over digital copyright
strikes, GST reforms, the debt-
to-GDP ratio, and tax relief for
persons with disabilities and
members of the armed forces.
His interventions also touched
upon the legalisation of virtual
digital assets, labour reforms
such as “right to hire and fire”,
and comparisons of taxation
and service delivery standards.

Among other issues high-
lighted were rising inflation,
the cancer train of Punjab,
joint tax filing, rural banking
infrastructure, water scarcity,
and the digitisation of land
records using blockchain
technology. He also spoke
about expanding UDAN cafes
across India, urban traffic
congestion, misleading prod-
uct branding, and the gap
between education and
employment.

The video further show-
cased his demands related to
wage indexation, conferring
the Bharat Ratna on Bhagat
Singh, 'One Nation, One
Medical Treatment,' menstru-
al hygiene, and Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for farm-
ers. Chadha also raised con-
cerns about vanishing
groundwater levels in Punjab,
access to drinking water, and
issues related to the state’s
heritage and infrastructure,
including international flight
connectivity.

The post comes at a time
when speculation is mount-
ing about Chadha’s position
within AAP. On April 8, a
separate Instagram post
shared by him drew attention
after it featured a purported
supporter suggesting that he
should form a new youth-led
political party instead of join-
ing any existing organisa-
tion.

In the 22-second video, the
supporter said that forming a
“Gen Z party” could be a bet-
ter option for Chadha, as it
would attract strong youth
backing and avoid potential
backlash that might come
from joining another political
outfit. Reposting the clip,
Chadha responded briefly,

writing, “Interesting
thought”, accompanied by a
thoughtful emoji.
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Dr.Soumya Mishra Inaugurates New G+1
Barrack at Cherlapallil Central Prison

Hyderabad TSIT: Dr.
Soumya Mishra, Director
General of Prisons &
Correctional Services, inau-
gurated a newly constructed
G+1 barrack at Central
Prison, Cherlapalli on Friday,
marking a significant step
towards improving prison
infrastructure and inmate
welfare.

The newly built barrack
will accommodate an addi-
tional 108 prisoners, helping
to ease congestion and
enhance living conditions
within the facility.The initia-
tive reflects the Department’s
continued focus on modern-
ization and capacity expan-
sion.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Soumya Mishra said
the construction of the bar-
rack had been pending for
nearly four years and was
completed within six months
through dedicated efforts.
She noted that the new facility
would play a key role in strength-
ening infrastructure and ensuring
better accommodation for inmates.

Emphasizing a reform-oriented
approach, she stated that improv-
ing prison conditions is essential

RYTHU SANGHAM STATE CONFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE
A SUCCESS:. KONDAGURLA LINGANNA.

Mancherial, April 10

cultural policies,

for creating a humane environ-
ment that supports rehabilitation.
During her visit, she inspected the
prison garden where inmates are
engaged in cultivating organic
leafy vegetables, promoting both
sustainability and skill develop-

stating

South
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ment.She also visited the prison
industries unit and interacted
with inmates working there.
Further, she reviewed the pro-
posed site for establishing an ITI
training centre in collaboration
with the Directorate of

FARMERS' DEVELOPMENT KEY TO
STATE'S PROGRESS: MINISTER ADLURI

LAXMAN KUMAR

Employment and
Training, aimed at
enhancing vocational
skills among prisoners.

Dr. Mishra also
inspected the prison
library and NIOS class-
room facilities, high-
lighting the importance
of education and con-
tinuous learning in the
rehabilitation process.
Senior officials of the
Prisons Department,
including IG Prisons N.
Murali Babu, DIG
Prisons Dr. D.Srinivas,
Assistant Director of
Industries S. M. Khalid
Akthar, Superintendent
of Central Prison
Chanchalguda N.Shiva
Kumar Goud, and
Superintendent of
Central Prison
Cherlapalli G. Pramod,
were present at the
inauguration.The Prisons
Department reiterated its commit-
ment to infrastructure develop-
ment, decongestion, and compre-
hensive rehabilitation of inmates
as part of its ongoing reform initia-
tives.
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HIGH GOALS ARE THE FIRST STEP T0 SUCCESS:
DISTRICT COLLECTOR P. PRAVEENYA
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Sangareddy, April 10 (TSIT)District Collector P.
Praveenya advised students to set high goals and
pursue their studies with determination to achieve
success in life.On Friday, she visited the Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule BC Girls Gurukul School and
College at Muthangi in Patancheru mandal.
Speaking on the occasion, she emphasized that the
period from Class 9 to Class 12 is crucial in shaping
a student’s future.She urged students to start pre-
paring early for competitive exams like NEET,
JEE, and EAMCET from the Intermediate level
itself, and also to gear up in advance for future
competitive examinations after Intermediate.The
Collector highlighted that Classes 9 to 12 form a
vital phase in a student’s life, and hard work dur-
ing this period can help them reach great heights
in the future. She advised every student to clearly
define their goals and work with dedication to
achieve them.She further stated that the govern-
ment is providing special coaching for competitive
exams such as NEET, JEE Advanced, and
EAMCET, and encouraged students to utilize these
opportunities effectively to secure seats in presti-
gious institutions.Praveenya also motivated stu-
dents to face life’s challenges with courage and
move forward with confidence, noting that success
comes to those who work hard.

DISTRICT SP CALLS FOR COLLECTIVE EFFORT TO MAKE

" ASUCCESS

(TSIT):Kondagurla
Linganna, District Secretary
of the Agricultural Workers’
Union, Mancherial, has
called upon farmers to make
the Telangana Rythu
Sangham’s Third State
Conference a grand success.
The conference is scheduled
to be held on April 26, 27,
and 28 at Kothagudem town
in Bhadradri Kothagudem
district.

Speaking at a mandal
committee meeting of the
Rythu Sangham held at
Tallapet village in
Dandepalli mandal on
Thursday, Linganna urged
farmers to participate in
large numbers to ensure the
success of the conference.
On the occasion, a pamphlet
related to the state confer-
ence was released.

He stated that the Rythu
Sangham has been consis-
tently fighting for farmers’
issues such as remunerative
prices, crop insurance facili-
ties, bonus, Rythu Bharosa,
farmer insurance, and bank
loan-related problems. He
noted that the Telangana
Rythu Sangham is function-
ing under the aegis of the All
India Kisan Sabha to safe-
guard farmers’ rights.

Linganna criticized the
Central Government’s agri-

that they are pro-corporate
and detrimental to farmers.
He pointed out that despite
farmers demanding the
implementation of the
Swaminathan Commission
recommendations, includ-
ing Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and comprehensive
crop insurance, the govern-
ment has failed to respond
adequately.

He further alleged that
new initiatives such as the
Seed Bill and Electricity
Amendment Bill are impos-
ing additional burdens on
farmers, while the weaken-
ing of the rural employment
guarantee  scheme s
adversely affecting the rural
poor.

He added that the Rythu
Sangham is striving for the
resolution of farmers’ issues
in the state and is continu-
ing its struggle to ensure
irrigation water to every

acre in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district
through the Sitarama

Project.Appealing for broad-
er support, he urged intel-
lectuals, prominent citizens,
and well-wishers of farmers
to extend their coopera-
tion—both moral and finan-
cial—and participate active-
ly in making the conference
a success.

; Q
Jagityala, April 10, TSIT:
Adduri Laxman Kumar,
Telangana State SC ST
Handicapped Minister said
that the development of the
state will be realized only if
the farmers develop in the
state. Korutla MLA Dr. Sanjay
and District Collector B
Sathyaprasad inaugurated the
maize purchase centers in
Korutla and Metpelli
Agricultural Market

minister spoke on this occa-
sionFarmers in the district
should not sell the maize
grown to middlemen and lose
money. It is advised to take
advantage of the maize pur-
chase centers set up by the
government and get the gov-
ernment support price of 2400.
Korutla MLA Sanjay said that
the welfare of farmers is the
goal of governments and every
government is committed to

Yadadri Bhongir, April 10 -
District SP Akshansh Yadav said
the 'Arrive Alive' programs,
scheduled from April 13 to 18 as
part of the 99-day Praja Palana —
Pragathi Plan,” must be made a
collective success through coor-
dination among all departments.
At a review meeting with
Additional Collector Bhaskar
Rao and officials from various
departments, the SP outlined a
six-day action plan: Gram Sabhas
and road safety pledges (April

Day with focus on helmets and
seat belts for minors (April 15),
mandatory helmet/seat belt com-
pliance for government employ-
ees (April 16), first aid and emer-
gency response training (April
17), and counseling for traffic
violators (April 18). He also called
for school bus fitness checks, eye
tests for drivers, and human
chain demonstrations at major
junctions. All departments, he
urged, must work in close coordi-
nation to ensure the campaign's

Committee on Friday.The

the welfare of farmers.

13-14), Children's Road Safety

success.

Menu should be implemented strictly for students: District
Collector Adarsh Surabhi

Wanaparthy:District Collector Adarsh
Surabhi has ordered to ensure strict
implementation of the menu and provide
all facilities to the students in the govern-
ment hostels without causing any incon-
venience.On Friday, the district collector
visited the government BC college stu-
dents' welfare hostel located behind the
government polytechnic college. On this
occasion, he inspected the students'
rooms, Kitchen, stock room and checked
all the facilities provided in the hostel.
Inquiring whether there are any prob-
lems in the supply of LPG gas, the collec-
tor suggested that if there are any prob-
lems, they should be brought to the atten-

tion of the Tehsildar immediately and
they would be solved quickly.The
Collector said that the students should be
provided quality food according to the
menu decided by the government.The

officials were directed to ensure strict
implementation of the menu and provide
all facilities to the students without any
inconvenience. Also, when asked wheth-
er quality rice is being supplied to the
hostel, the officials said that quality rice is
being received. The collector spoke direct-
ly to the students and asked their views
on the hostel facilities, and the students
said that all the facilities are good.
Double bedroom houses should be pro-
vided in the colony

The Collector visited a colony of double
bedroom houses on the outskirts of Rajpet
village. Talked to the locals there and got
to know their problems.

ARRIVE ALIVE” ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS PROGRAM UNDER PRAJA

OFFICIALS URGED TO ENSURE
"ARRIVE ALIVE' PROGRAMME
SUCCESS: POLICE COMMISSIONER

Warangal, April 10—Police Commissioner
Sunpreet Singh directed officials to work
collectively to make the 'Arrive Alive'
programme, scheduled from April 13 to 18
as part of the Public Governance Progress
Plan, a success. At a preparatory meeting
with district Collectors from

Hanumakonda, Warangal, and Janagama,

he stressed preventing road accidents by
identifying black spots and taking imme-
diate action. Officials from police, reve-
nue, transport, and R&B departments
were asked to coordinate awareness cam-
paigns, enforce traffic rules, conduct
school bus fitness checks, and install
speed breakers and lights on accident-
prone roads. Collectors Chahat Bajpai
and Dr. Satya Sharada emphasized form-
ing road safety committees, monitoring
helmet use, and prioritizing student safe-
ty. Janagama District Collector Sandeep
Kumar Jha called for special focus on
National Highway accident zones. The
mission, officials reiterated, is to save
every life.

BHOOMI POOJA FOR CC ROAD WORKS
WITH 8 LAKHS IN VIDYARANYAPURI

- WE WILL DEVELOP THE CITY IN PARALLEL :
MAYOR KOLAGANI SRINIVAS

Karimnagar, April 10, TSIT: Mayor
Kolagani Srinivas said that the city will
be made ideal in all fields. Mayor visited
the 3rd division of the city on Friday as
part of the development of the city gov-
ernment. In Vidyaranyapuri Road No. 1,
local corporator Sadaveni Lavanya along
with Suda Chairman Narender Reddy
started the work by doing Bhoomi Pooja
for CC Road with 8.70 lakh funds. The
engineering officials and the contractor
have been ordered to complete the works
of CC road expeditiously by following the
quality standards. The people of the local
division expressed their happiness for the
construction of the CC road.Mayor
Kolagani Srinivas made it clear that our
governing body will work for the compre-
hensive development of the city. He said
that the divisions of merged villages and
suburbs will be developed on a par with
the city. As a part of this, they have start-
ed the CC road construction work in 3rd
Division Vidyaranyapuri with 8 lakhs.
He said that internal roads and drainage
system will be fixed in the colonies across
the city and the problems of the people
will be solved. He clarified that the first
priority is to provide infrastructure to the
people of the city. Officials have been
ordered to take steps to ensure that the
works undertaken are completed within
the deadline with quality. He said that
our ruling party will move forward with
the aim of developing the city of
Karimnagar in all fields. Corporator Gaja
Rama Sivaram, EE Sivanandam, AE
Ghafoor, local people and others partici-
pated in this programme.

Warangal Police Announce Weekend

PALANA — PRAGATHI PRANALIKA COMPLETE ONGOING WORKS ON

Special Programmes for Road Safety

WARANGAL, April 9,
TSIT : In connection with
the Warangal CP Arrive
Alive programme, which
was organized by State
Chief Secretary
Ramakrishna Rao and
Police DGP Shivdhar
Reddy as part of the ambi-
tious public governance
development programme
of the state government.
Warangal Police
Commissioner has
informed that weekend
road safety programmes
will be organized from
April 13 to 18 of this month
while explaining the pro-
grammes undertaken by
Warangal Police
Commissionerate to pre-
vent road accidents. As
part of this Arrive Alive
programme, on the first
day road safety commit-
tees will be formed at the
village level and the mem-
bers will be sworn in.

On the occasion of Dr BR
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Ambedkar Jayanti on the
second day, people will be
sworn in to obey the traffic
rules at the idols and
appropriate action will be
taken to identify the inter-
sections prone to acci-
dents.

The third day will be orga-
nized as Children's Road
Safety Day and awareness
will be given to the stu-
dents about road crossing,

On the fourth day, the
authorities and public con-
ducted awareness raising
programmes on road safe-
ty through social media
and conducted special
checks on drivers and
checked safety standards.

On the fifth day, a training
programme on Golden
Hour Response will be con-
ducted to create awareness

on life saving procedures
during emergencies.

The police commissioner
explained to the officers
that the sixth day will be
held as zero enforcement
day and an awareness con-
ference will be held
through counseling with-
out imposing fines on the
traffic violators.

The main objective of
these programmes is to
increase awareness of
road safety among people

and reduce accidents.
Warangal Police
Commissioner advised

people to follow traffic
rules and cooperate for
safe travel.

DCPs Kavitha, AnKkit
Kumar, Additional DCP
Prabhakar Rao, ACPs
Satyanarayana, John
Narsimhulu, Inspectors
Sita Reddy, Sujatha,
Srinivas and Ramesh
participated in this
meeting.

Sangareddy, April 10 (TSIT)
District Superintendent of Police,
Paritosh Pankaj, stated that the
state government is giving special
focus to preventing road accidents
as part of the 99-day action plan
under “Praja Palana - Pragathi
Pranalika.”

As part of this initiative, special
road safety awareness programs
titled “Arrive Alive” will be con-
ducted across the district for six
days, from April 13 to April 18.
Speaking to officials through a
video conference, the SP issued
several guidelines regarding the
week-long campaign.He instruct-
ed that village-level road safety
committees should be formed in
every village with the involve-
ment of sarpanches and youth.
These committees should identify
local road safety issues and take
necessary steps to prevent acci-
dents.To reduce accidents, he
emphasized the importance of
defensive driving practices. He
also suggested creating aware-
ness by displaying visuals of road
accidents in the district through
LED screens and flex banners.

Ao =

The SP directed officials to inten-
sify awareness campaigns by
painting road safety messages on
village walls and organizing short
skits through police cultural
teams to educate the public.

He stressed that police personnel
must strictly follow traffic rules
themselves and act as role models.
He also ordered that traffic chal-
lans should be imposed even on
police officers and staff who vio-
late traffic rules.Additionally, he
advised conducting meetings
with auto, lorry, and bus driver
unions to discuss traffic regula-
tions and common issues faced by
drivers. He recommended using
public addressing systems, loud-
speakers, and social media plat-
forms to widely spread awareness
about traffic rules.

BHADRAKALI BUND IN TIME

WARANGAL, April 10, TSIT : Continued on
Bhadrakali Bund City Mayor Gundu
Sudharani directed the officials to complete
the development works on time and with
quality. On Friday Hanumakonda District
Collector/Baldia Commissioner Chahat
Bajpai inspected the ongoing works on
Bhadrakali Bund in the 29th Division and
also the ongoing development works at 12
Moris at the field level. On this occasion,
many instructions were given to the offi-
cials to complete the works effectively. On
this occasion, Mayor and Collector inspect-
ed the desilting works. Later, she visited
the ongoing culvert construction works in
Potana Nagar and ordered the officials to
complete the works with quality and speed.
EE Ravi Kumar, DEs Raj Kumar, Santhosh
Kumar, AE Naresh and others participated
in this programme.
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CM and DCM directs Chief Secretary to
instruct DCs and CEOs to prevent deduction of
Gruha Lakshmi funds for loan repayments

CM ISSUES ORDER FOL-
LOWING APPEAL BY STATE
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
GUARANTEE AUTHORITY
AND MLC DINESH
GOOLIGOWDA

Bengaluru: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
has ordered immediate
action regarding com-

plaints that private
finance companies and
microfinance institu-

tions are forcibly deduct-
ing money from the
accounts of women bene-
ficiaries under the state
government’s ambitious
Gruha Lakshmi scheme,
citing pending loans.

Following this, the
Chief Secretary has
instructed concerned
officials to take neces-
sary action.

Karnataka Guarantee
SchemesImplementation
Authority vice president
and MLC Dinesh
Gooligowda, who is also
the State Vice President
of the Guarantee
Implementation
Authority, had written
to CM Siddaramaiah and
Deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar highlight-
ing that private finance
companies and microfi-
nance institutions were
deducting money from
beneficiaries’ accounts
without their knowledge.

Acting swiftly, the CM
directed Chief Secretary
Shalini Rajneesh to issue
instructions to all Zilla

Panchayat CEOs.
Accordingly, the Chief
Secretary has written to
the Additional Chief
Secretaries of the Home
and Urban Development
Departments, as well as
all Deputy
Commissioners and ZP

Deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar, highlight-
ed this serious issue.
The state govern-
ment’s flagship Gruha
Lakshmi scheme has
empowered crores of
women across the state
financially. The monthly
assistance of Rs.2,000
deposited into women’s
accounts supports daily
needs of poor and mid-

CEOs, directing them to

take urgent action.

What did the appeal

state?

MLC and State Vice

dle-class families.

However, recent
reports indicate that
some private finance
companies, microfi-

President of the nance institutions, and
Guarantee Authority, self-help groups are forc-
Dinesh Gooligowda, in ibly deducting this
his letter to CM amount as loan repay-
Siddaramaiah and ments or interest imme-

g FINANCE

notice Uls. 13(2) of the said Act within a period of 61

and public in genera
me under Sec. 13(4)

mentioned herein below along with interestthereon at contracted rate. The

respectoftime available, toredeem the secured assets.

BAJA) FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office : Bajaj Finance Limited, C/o Bajaj Auto Limited Complex Mumbai Pune Road Akurdi Pune 411035
=2/a¥1 Branch Add: Bajaj Finance Limited, Hanume Gowda Complex 1St Floor , Above Narendra Hospital Beside Union Bank, M B Road, Kolar 563101, Karnataka 563101

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bajaj Finance Limited (BFL). under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financials
Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Sec.13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued demand by registered post 3 Notice") calling upon the Borrowers/Co-borrowers mentioned here under to repay the amount mentioned in the
days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrowers/Momi:Jagors/Guarantors named below having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Mortgagors/Guarantors

that the undersigned has taken physical symbolic possession of the prorgerty described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property and any dealin:

ules, 2002. The borrowers in particular and public in general are
E with this property will be subject to the charge of the Ba!ﬁl Finance Limited. for the amount

(8) of section 13 of the Act, in

op

525-81, P.C.Extn, Kolar town & Dist-563101

abhi812356@gmail.com

abhi812356@gmail.com, Also at, R/o. #.1443 4th Cross,
Municipal k.no-170, Ass.no-215, Ward no-13, PID NO-13-2-

2. P Sumangaladevi W/o Prasanna S, R/o. No 1443 4th
Cross Near Mines And Geologist Office P C Extention Kolar
Karnataka 563101 Contact: 9742252751 Email id:

No. Loan Account No./Name of the Description of Property Daudoﬁg%ta?g)l“gt}gg)
| Borrower(s) Mortgagor(s) Guarantor(s) Schedule of Property Amount and
Date of Possession
1 |LAN: P5SH6PBD7572345 All that piece and parcel of the residential house| 12.11.2025
1. Abhishek P S/o Srini P R/o. No 1443 constructed in property bearing no. 170/215 PID No. 13- Rs.37.74.096/.
4th Cross Near Mines And Geologist Office P C Extention Kolar | 2-525-81 Katha No. 170/215 sitauted at P C layout 2nd Rs ! Th' )
Karnataka 563101 Contact: 9742252751 Email id: (Rupees Thirty

block 6th main road ward no. 13 Kolar city within the
jurisdiction of Sub Registrar Kolar. Bounded as: East
by- Conservancy; West by- Nagarasabhe Road; North
by- Yellachappa House; South by- Parvathi W/o
Venakatareddy's House. Total measuring East to West
18.288037 mtrs. North to South 12. 192024 mtrs. total
measuring 222.9672 Sq.Mtrs. with RCC roofing ground
floor measuring 149.388024 sq.mtr. and first floor
measuring 149.388024 sq.mtr.

Seven Lakhs
Seventy Four
Thousand Ninety
Six Only)

10.04.2026 at
11:00 AM to
11:30 AM

Date: 10.04.2026, Place: Karnataka

For Bajaj Finance Limited, Authorised Officer

[0 ICICI Home Finance

Bangalore - 560096

See

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Andheri -

Corporate Office: ICICI Home Finance Company Limited ICICI HFC Tower, N\
Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai -
Branch Office: 1st floor, No.165 & 166, Manjunatha Chambers, Shankar Nagar, Main Road, Mahalakshmipuram,

Branch Office: Shop No. 1316/C, 2nd floor, 9th Cross, 9th Main, Opp To Tirumalagiri Venkateshwara Temple, | P
Nagar, 2nd Phase Above Central Bank, Bangalore - 560078

roviso to rule 8(6)] Notice for sale of immovable assets

400059, India

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Possession of which has
been taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd., will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is
whatis”, and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief particulars given hereunder;

The online auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https://BidDeal.in) of our auction agency ValueTrust
Capital Services Private Limited. The Mortgagors/ notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further
interest tillMay 12, 2026 before 05:00 PM else these secured assets will be sold as per above schedule.

The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) RTGS/ Demand Draft (DD) (Refer
Column E) at ICICI Home Finance Company Limited Branch Office Address mentioned on top of the article on or
before May 12, 2026 before 04:00 PM. The Prospective Bidder(s) must also submit signed copy of Registration
Form & Bid Terms and Conditions form at ICICI Home Finance Company Limited Branch Office Address mentioned
on top of the article on or before May 12, 2026 before 05:00 PM. Earnest Money Deposit Demand Draft (DD) should
be from a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in favor of “ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd. — Auction” payable at the

Karnataka

diately after it is credit-
ed. In some cases, pres-
sure is being exerted on
bank officials or benefi-
ciaries are being threat-
ened to recover the
money.

The government pro-
vides this financial assis-
tance for women’s per-
sonal use and empower-
ment. Using it for loan
recovery defeats the core
objective of the scheme
and is pushing already
struggling women into
deeper financial distress.

Key demands in the
appeal:

Strict order: Banks
and financial institu-
tions must be strictly
instructed not to deduct
Gruha Lakshmi funds
towards loan repay-
ments.

Awareness & griev-
ance system: A dedicated
helpline or district-level
committee should be
established for beneficia-
ries to report such inci-
dents immediately.

Legal action: Strict
legal action, including
cancellation of licenses,
should be taken against
institutions that deduct
money without consent.

The letter urged imme-
diate intervention to
safeguard the interests of
poor women and ensure
effective implementation
of the scheme.

Nagabhushana
Leads Kannada
Zee5’s Genre-
Bending Original
Series ‘Jerax’

Bengaluru: Kannada ZEE5’s
upcoming original series Jerax
brings together a compelling
creative collaboration, with
actor-producer Daali
Dhananjaya backing the proj-
ect and Srinidhi Bengaluru
taking charge as director.

The platform has now
announced Nagabhushana as
the lead actor, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in his steadi-
ly rising journey as a bankable
performer. Having built a
strong connection with audi-
ences through relatable,
humorous social media con-
tent, Nagabhushana transi-
tioned seamlessly into films
and web series with notable
performances in Ikkat, Tagaru
Palya, Vidyapati, and
Honeymoon. His grounded act-
ing style and natural screen
presence have made him one of
the most relatable faces in con-

to empowering marginalized
communities and creating sus-
tainable impact.The event was
attended by Mrs. Ashima
Sharma, Mrs. Rita, and Mr.
Madhu from Polaris, along with
representatives from SVP India

Students with Highest Marks in
PUC Honoured at Vasavi
Internatlonal PU Co]lege

Vijayanagar : Vasavi International PU College organized
a felicitation program to honour students who secured top
marks in the PUC examinations, along with their parents.

The students honoured on the occasion included Amulya,
B.N. Shreya, Yashaswini, Jaladhari Lahari, Tarun, L.

BENGALURU
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Asia Jewels Show 2026
Inaugurated in Bengaluru

ASM
i

D

Bengaluru, April 10,

MADANJI
MEGHRA]

was also present.

Madan M, and Bhoomika N. The event celebrated their
academic excellence and recognized the support of their
parents.Secretary of Vasavi Group of Educational
Institutions, D.R. Vijayasaarathi, felicitated the students
and appreciated their achievements. The program was
attended by the college principal, teaching staff, and mem-
bers of the management.Speaking on the occasion, D.R.
Vijayasaarathi said, “Talent does not belong to a select few;
every child possesses potential. It is important to identify,
encourage, and support it. In this direction, Vasavi institu-
tions are taking the lead.”He further stated that the institu-
tion’s primary objective is to ensure that every child
receives education and that no one is deprived of learning
opportunities. “Though a majority of our students come
from poor and middle-class backgrounds, we provide them
with high-quality.

Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited,
SURAXOP:\Y Regd. & Corp. office : 1101, Sharda Terraces, Plot 65, Sector - 11, CBD

Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614. CIN: L65923MH2008PLC261472.

2026 — The much-awaited
Asia Jewels Show 2026, a
fine jewellery exhibition,
was inaugurated today at
Hotel JW Marriott in
Ashok Nagar. The three-
day event (April 10, 11,
and 13) will remain open
from 10:30 AM to 8:00 PM.
Actress Pragya Nagra,
along with Fasiha
Nauman (finalist of Miss
Universe Karnataka) and
Sharanya Shetty, graced
the launch. Kamalesh,
Sales Head of HRS Media,

The 61st edition of the
show features exclusive,
high-end jewellery
designs from top jewel-
lers across India, includ-
ing gold, diamond, plati-
num, traditional, wed-
ding, antique, Kundan,
Jadau, Polki, silver, and
lab-grown diamond jew-
ellery. Organizers
described it as a one-
stop destination for
wedding and festive sea-
son shopping in South
India.

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor

Date of Demand Notice 31.12.2025

247000000665, 1) MR. SUMANTH V M
S/0 MADHUKAR VL, 2) MRS. SUNANDA

Total Outstanding

Amount in Rs.

Rs. 3,90,850.13/- as
on 16.12.2025

POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the M/s. Suryoday Small Finance Bank
Ltd., under the Secuntlzatlon and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 T NO.54 QF 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcemeng Rules, 2002 issued a demand
notice to below mentioned Borrower/s / Guarantor/s. After completion of 60 days from date of
receipt of the said notice, The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s having failed to repay the amount, notice
is hereby given to the Borrower/s / Guarantor/s and the public in general that the under3|gned has
taken possession of the ﬁropeny described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on them [\
under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 6 & 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned herewith:

Name of B

227070000033, 1) MR. K. N. RAJU S/O K. C.
NARAYANASWAMY, 2) MRS. CHINNAMMA W/O on 16.12.2025
NARAYANA, 3) MR. NARAYANA S/O LATE -
GOPAIAH, 4) MRS. JAYSHREE W/0 K N RAJU 04.04.2026(Symbolic),

Descnptlon Of Secured Assegsi\} /immovable Prog)era E(Nes)N ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF THE
CC HOUS R PE| RTY BEARI G KHATH D NO 150800201200220080

01.01.2026
Rs. 3,05,819.61/- as

Date of Demand Notice

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Date of Possession

ISIT KOTE BEGUR HOBALI, GUNDLUPE K, CHAMARAJANAGARA|
DISTRICT WITHIN THE LIMITS OF 'KOTEKERE GRAM PANCHAYATHI NORTH SOUTH 9.14 MTRS
IAND S WEST 9 TRS. O AL MEASUREMENT 111. 41 SQ METERS AND BUILDING 111.41

SQ METERS,. OF ING KNOWI K C NARAYANA"
CHAMARAJANAGAR DIST WHICH IS BOUNDED AS FOLLOW EAST :
LAND OF SIDDAIAH, SOUTH : THE SITE NO. 11, NORTH : THE SITE NO. 09

OF GUNDLUPET TALUK|
THE ROAD, WEST : THE|

W/0 MADHUKAR V L, 3) MRS. JAYAMMA
W/O LAKAIAH

Date of Possession

106.04.2026(Symbolic) |

Charitable Trust.

15210

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All That Piece And Parcels Of
Immovable Katha/E-Swothu 11b, Property Bearing No.
Measuring East To West 9.144 Meters And North To South 17.0688 Meters Totally
Measuring 156.07 Sq Mtr The Said Property Situated At Valagarehalli Village, Kasaba Hobli,
Maddur Taluk, Mandya District-571428 And Bounded As Follows :

Mariyamma, West By : Well Site, North By: Road, South By: Galli And V. C. Boregowda’s

0202500101197 And

East By : House Of

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor

Date of Demand Notice

30.12.2025

247000003604, 1) MR. MANIKANTA M
S/0 MANJU , 2) MR. SOMANNA S/0

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Rs. 8,77,245.02/- as
on 16.12.2025

MANJA SHETTY, 3) MR. PUSHMA R
W/0O SOMANNA

Date of Possession

107.04.2026(Symbolic)

Immovable Property Bearing Katha N

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of

0. 272/247/247, Panchayath Unique No.

152200523167020817, Situated At Hedathale Village Within The Limits Of Hedathale Grama|

Panchaytah, Doddakowlande Hobli, Nanjangud Taluk, Mysuru District, Measuring: East-
est: 9.144 Mtrs And North-South: 12.192 Mtrs, Total Measurement 111.54 Sq Mtr.

IThereon, Building Measurement 101.92 Sq. Mtr. Bounded As Follows. East: House Of Raju,
lest : House Of Siddamma , North : Road, South : House Of Nagashetty.

W/O MAHADEVASHETTY 2) MR.
MAHADEVASHETTY S/O SIDDASHETTY
3), MR. SIDDARAJU B M S/0
MAHADEVASHETTY

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCELS OF|
ITHE PROPERTY BANNITHALPURA VILLAGE, BANNITHALPURA GP, KASABA HOBLI, SUNDLUPET]|
ITQ, & CHAMARAJANAGAR DIST. PROPERTY KATTIA JANJAR, NO. 532, ASSESSMENT No. 532,
PIDD NO. 150800202600520232, IN THE LAND MEASURING 30 FT X 40 FT = 1200 SQ FT.
BOUNDARIES AS FOLLOW: EAST: ROAD, WEST: HOUSE OF DEVAMANI, NORTH: HOUSE OF
IMASANAMMA, SOUTH: HOUSE OF CHIKKAMADASHETTY, MEASURING EAST TO WEST - 30 FT|
JAND NORTH TO SOUTH - 40 FT, TOTALLY MEASURING 1200 SQ FT.

Date of Possession 04.04.2026(Symbolic)

02.01.2026

Rs. 3,64,969.00/- as
on 16-12-2025

Name of B Date of Demand Notice

227000002066, 1) MR. SHIVAKUMAR S/o
MARIPUTTATAM 2). MRS. GEETHA W/O

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

SHIVAKUMAR Date of Possession (04.04.2026(Symbolic)
Desantlon of Secured Asset(S') Immovable ProEeﬂ les): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCELS OF
PROPERTY KHATHA Ni \THA NO. 150800200400100243, SITUATED

AT. HALAHALLI VILLAGE, KAMARAHALLI DHAKALE BEGUR HOBALI, GUNDLUPET TALUK,
ICHAMARAJANAGAR DISTRICT. WITHIN THE LIMIT OF NITRE GRAM PANCHAYATHI DURATION|
MEASUREMENT EW-7.16 METERS, AND NS 7 92 METERS AND TOTAL MEASUREMENT 56. 70 SQ
METERS OF BUIL ING 56.70 METERS. AND ALL THE IMPROVEMENT THEREON, BOUDE
FOLLOWS - BOUNDARIES AS FOLLOW: ST O SE OF KEMPAMMA, WEST : HOUSE O
IMAHADEVAIAH, NORTH : HOUSE OF H.S. NANJUNDAPRASAD, SOUTH : THE ROAD

(/J

31.12.2025

227000003350, 1) MR. CHETHAN SD S/ | Total Outstanding | Rs. 5,04,430/- as on
Amount in Rs. 16.12.2025

DEVARAJU
2) MR. MR. DEVARAJU S/0 KODIGOWDA | Date of Possession |06.04.2026(Symbolic)

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): ALL THE PART AND PIECES OF THE|
PROPERTY E- SWOTHU KATHA 9 AND 11A, PROPERTY BEARING NO. 306/290/298 PID NO.
152200700203800448 MEASURING EAST TO WEST 5.7912 METERS AND NORTH TO SOUTH
8.6868 METERS THE SAID PROPERTY SITUATED AT B.SEEHALLI VILLAGE, T. NARASIPURA TALUK,
MYSORE DISTRICT KARNATAKA AND BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: EAST: ROAD, WEST: GALI AND
HOUSE OF CHILIPILI MAHADEVA, NORTH : ROAD, SOUTH : ROAD

Name of B Date of Demand Notice

31.12.2025

Total Outstanding Rs. 4,12,320/- as on
Amount in Rs. 16.12.2025

Name of B Date of Demand Notice

239000000372, 1) CHINNASWAMY S/0
CHIKKASHANTHAIAH 2) MRS. BELLAMMA
W/O CHINNASWAMY Date of Possession |04.04.2026(Symbolic)

Description Of S d Asset(S) /I ble Property (les): ALL THE PIECE AND PARCEL OF
MANGALORE TTLED HOUSE PROPERTY NO:- 1098, E-KATHA NO 150800100300120221 SITUATED
AT YANAGAHALLT VILLAGE, CHAMARAJANAGAR TQ & DISTRICT. WITHIN THE LIMITS OF
IARAKALAVADI GRAM PANCHAYATHI DURATION, BOUNDARIES: EAST: THE HOUSE OF MALLAIAH,

EST: THE LAND OF MARTAIAH, NORTH: THE HOUSE OF MANIAIAH, SOUTH: THE ROAD.
IADMEASURING:- EAST TO WEST: 9.144 METERS, NORTH TO SOUTH: 12.192 METERS, TOTALLY|

Name of Borr I / Date of Demand Notice 02.01.2026 Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor |Date of Demand Notice 30.12.2025
227000004216, 1) MRS. MAHADEVAMMA | Total Outstanding | Rs. 4,39,476/- as on ((249000129735, 1) MRS. SAVITHRAMMA | Total Outstanding | Rs. 6,34,132.03/- as
Amount in Rs. 16-12-2025 W/0 RAMACHANDRA GOWDA, Amount in Rs. on 16.12.2025

2) MR. RAMA CHANDREGOWDA S/0
BASAVEGOWDA

Date of Possession

107.04.2026(Symbolic)

est: Galli And House Of Swamygowda , Nol

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of
acant Site And Residential House Bearing Old Property No-44/33/1 New Property No
152200201801500114 Measuring East To West=6.4008 Mtr, North To South=18.5928 Mtr,
ITotal Extent=119.00 Sq. Mtr. Building Measuring=66.33 Sq. Mtr. Situated At Halepura
illage Hunsur Taluk Mysore District. Bounded On : East Galli And House Of Basavegowda,

rth: Site , South : Road.

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor

Date of Demand Notice

02.01.2026

249000165078, 1) MR. H R LOKESH S/0
H A RAMAKRISHNAIAH, 2) MRS. ANITHA

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Rs. 4,98,303.07/- as
on 02.01.2026

K W/0 LOKESH HR, 3) MR. HA
RAMAKRISHNAIAH S/0 LATE ANJINAPPA

Date of Possession

104.04.2026(Symbolic)

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of
Residential Building Bearing Grama Panchayath Khatha No.14/14 (Old Sy.No.6/4/1) And E-
Khatha No.152500902700500018 Measuring East To West: 5.1816 Mtrs And North To
South: 9.14 Mtrs Is Situated At Holakal Village, Gulur Hobli, Tumkur Taluk, Tumkur District
: Sampalu, West : Property Belongs To Gangamma,

Karnataka-572122. Boundaries : East
North : Road , South : Sampalu.

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor

Date of Demand Notice:

31.12.2025

2570000001104 , 1) MR. GAVISIDDAS/O
BOJEGOWDA 2) MR.PAVAN K G S/O

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Rs. 10,03,796.95/- as
on 16.12.2025

GAVISIDDA, 3) MRS. SHUBHA G D/O
GAVISIDDA

Date of Possession

106.04.2026(Symbolic)

Road.

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of
Immovable Property E- Swothu Katha 9 And 11a, Property Bearing No.95, Pid
N0.152100201500820437, Measuring East To West 10.0584 Meters And North To South
122.55 Meters Total Measuring 226.87 Sq.Meters And There On Building Measurement
77.76 Sq.Meters The Said Property Situated At Kowdley Village, Koppa Hobli, Maddur
ITaluk, Mandya District 571425 And Bounded As Follows :
Bettegowda., West: Road, North : Agriculture Land Of Ningegowda, South : Yadavanahalli

East:

Agriculture Land Of

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor

Date of Demand Notice

31.12.2025

259000058878, 1) MR. ANIL KUMAR
KS S/0 SHIRIYAIAH 2) MRS.

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Rs. 2,46,547.89/- as
on 16.12.2025

MAHADEVAMMA C R W/O
SHIRIYALAH

Date of Possession

104.04.2026(Symbolic)

Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Part And Pieces Of
IThe House Property No: 332/1 E-Katha No-150800200200100487, Situated At Kabballi

illage, Gundlupete Tq And Chamarajanagar District. Within The Limits Of Kabballi Gram
Panchayathi Duration. Measurement Ew- 6.09 Meters And Ns- 5.79 Meters And Total Plot
Measurement 35.26 Sq. Meters And Building Measurement 35.26 Sq. Meters. Bounded As
Follows : East: The Conservancy, West : The House Of Madaiah, North : The Road, South :

ASWAMY M S S/0 SHIVANNA 06.04.2026(Symbolic),

Description Of S d Asset(S) /I ble Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of The|
Mangalore Tiled House Property No: - 33/51/2a, E-Katha No- 152100302200600039, Situated Af
Manchanahalli Village, Malavalli Taluk, Amndya District, Karnataka. Within The Limits Of Panditahalli
IGram Panchayathi Duration. Bounded 'On : East: The Country Tiled House Of M K Krishna, West : The
Pathway And Property, North : The Applicant Remaining Property, South : The Road.

Date of Possession

30.12.2025

Rs. 5,01,438.49/- as
on 16.12.2025

Name of B Date of Demand Notice

239000052344, 1) MR. RAVIT S S/0
SIDDASHETTY , 2) MRS. RATHANAMMA

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Sr.| Name of Borrower(s)/ Details of the Amount (Reserve| Dateand | Date & |One Day |SARFAESI . MEASURING: 111.48 SQ METERS, BUILDING IF ANY: 21.44 SQ METERS. The House Of Mahadevamma W/O Kariyaiah.
No| Co Borrowers/ Secured asset(s) Outsta-|_Price | Time of | Time of | Before | Stage temporary Kannada entertain- Name of B 0-B Date of Demand Notice| ~ 30.12.2025 Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor [Date of Demand Notice] 31122025
Guarantors/ with known nding |Earnest Property | Auction | Auction ment. Jerax has already RS 6.02.358. 007 2.
Legal Heirs. encumbrances, Money Inspection D L _ 239000000737, 1) MRS. NAGAMMA W/O | Total Outstanding s. 6,02,368.00/- as a
- spectio ate s b 1o 55096 2° (257000008530, 1) MR. DARSHAN K C | Total Outstanding | Rs. 5,43,508.86/- as
Loan Account No. if any Deposit sparked curiosity, starting PRAKASHANAYAKA 2) MR. PRAKASHA S/0|  Amount in Rs. on 16.12. $/0 CHIKKANNAIAH, 2) MRS. Amount in Rs. on 16.12.2025
@ )] © D) ©) () G) H) m : with its intriguing title. The BASAVANAYAKA Date of Possession [04.04.2026(Symbolic) CHIKKATHAYAMMA W/0 Date of P ion106.04.2026(Symboli
1. |Sumanth M (Borrower) (Katha No. 113/116, Rs. Rs. May May May | Symbolic series is set in the Mandya- Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of CHIKKANNAIAH ate of Fossessio 04.2026(Symbolic)
Akshitha K (Co- Survey No. 33/3A 31,95, | 6561, | 06, 2026 | 13, 2026 | 12, 2026 |Possession Mangalore Tiled House Property No. 643, E-Katha No-150800104100100935 Situated Al[pescription OF Secured Asset(S) immovable Property (les): All The Piecs And Parcel OF
Borrower) Loan No.  [Kethiganahalli Village | 605/~ | 000/~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before Mysuru belt and follows [Tammadahall Village, Chamarajanagar Tq & Disrict Within The Limits Of Nanjedevanapura Gram| proced "o Unique. No. 152100407200400299, Keragodu Vilage &
LHMYS00001501943/ (Bidadi Hobli, Bangalore,| April |Rs.6,56) To To  |05:00 PM Prakash, a xerox shop owner Eﬂnchayatr‘}:’ Dt‘r?“ﬁ:" V}_\{h'Ch %fBg“”de As }I‘(ollonvs h ‘B?#nd;d S”S- Etahst._ Tl.?f iamuda%z; Gramapanchayath, Mandya Taluk & District Karnatak-571446. Boundaries : East: House Of
LHMYS00001502395 |Karnataka- 560001 06,2026 100/ [03:00 PM|03:00 PM o avana, West : The House urunanjanaika, Horth = 1he Road, South - ‘he HOUSE M IMr K™ S Umesh, West : Road, North: Own Property, South: Property Of Mr.
whose life takes an unexpected Nanjamma. Admeasuring : East To West: 9 Meters, North To South: 12 Meters. Totally| Sadashivamurthy.
2.|Synthia Veena Victor |Site No.5, Old Khata Rs. Rs. May May May Physicgl t hen he di h Measuring: 108.00sq Meter, Building If Any: 108.00 Sq Meter. i
(Borrower) Victor (Co- |No. 128, Assessment 32,34, 72]"5102(')/ 06, 2026 | 13, 2026 | 12, 2026 |Possession urn when he 1 1scovers he pos- Name of B o . Date of Demand Notice 3112.0005 Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor [Date of Demand Notice 31.12.2025
Borrower) No. 128 Present Katha | 863/ 111:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before sesses unusual powers. 259000069078, 1) MR. K NINGARAJU S/O|  Total Outstanding | Rs. 4,69,192.19/- as
Aol IR 1 | T o o500 PM . SHEN SALEEM ) MRS NAVEEDR orany | ammmmfer® | S6%50,8° | s 3t iesicio T Amatinke | on 0202
Mandir Trust (Co- Chikkabanavara Village|07, 2026/27,250/- 03:00 PM |03:00 PM L : p — - , . - -
Borrower) Loan o, |Youwenthmor CSR Initiative by W/0 SHEKH SALEEM Date of Possession_[04.04 2026(Symbolc) WO KYATHAIAH Date of Possession (07,04 2026(Symbolc)
LHBWQ00001577827/|Bangalore . Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): THE PART AND PIECES OF|Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All That Piece And Parcels Of
LHBWQO00001577829 |Karnataka- 560090 POlarlS TranSfOI‘mS l'\RAEE?l\IgEgTrNéLSA%lESTEOB\E\ﬁE'gTNg %ISDMBI"}(O'NESR"FHN?;%% LI\JI]E:I‘V g%gP&R{YP&AEZEﬁ?EmQ%L%O18%6 !Srnmovable Property Bgaring Katha No- 102, PanchayatSfUnique No.1526200424093000399,
n =0.. 3 =0.i 3 =/ .| [Situated At Kallahalli(S) Village, Within The Limits Harohalli(J) Grama Panchayath,
3.|Ajay RP (Borrower) Site No.43, Survey No. Rs. Rs. May May May | Symbolic . MTR, SITUATED AT CHITTENAHALLI VILLAGE HOBLI PERIYAPATNA TALUK MYSORE DISTRICT| Jayapura  Hobli, (M)ysurug Taluk, Mysuru District, Nsegisuring: East—V)\;est:
Vijay RP (Co- 249, Khata No. 490, 16,37, | 32,67, | 06, 2026 | 13, 2026 | 12, 2026 |Possession Lives Of Persons KARNATAKA-571107. BOUNDARIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: EAST : VILLATE ROAD, WEST : HOUSE OF|[21.031200000000002 Meters, & North-South: 9.144 Meters, Total Measuring 192.31 Sq.
Borrower) Loan No. Somanahalli Village, 902/- 000/~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before INAGAMMA, SOUTH : HOUSE OF GAYITHRI, NORTH : HOUSE OF SOWBHI. Meter, And Thereon Building Measurement 96.15 Sq.MAeterg. Bouded As Follows - East :
LHBNG00001285684 |Uttarahalli Hobli, April |Rs. 3,26, To To 05:00 PM . . eqeye Name of Borr P I Date of Demand Notice 01.01.2026 Egﬁo?i Z\l_?gtchillzﬁggdggilgﬁgs To Kempalamma, North : Chikkasiddaiah , South : House
Bangalore 07,2026) 700 |03:00 PM|03:00 PM with Disabilities 239000001938, 1) MRS, MANGALAMMA | Total Qutstanding | Rs £85.887/-as an | o :

Karnataka- 560500 W0 NAGA’F{;A)JEGOWDA 2) MR. Amount in Rs. 9 " 16.12.2025 Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor [Date of Demand Notice 31.12.2025
4.|S ) Lakshmisha Site N0.92, Sy No Rs. Rs. May May May | Physical Bengaluru : In a powerful step NAGARAJEGOWDA S/O MUDDEGOWDA | Date of Possession [04.042026(Symbolic)|| 259000071408, 1) MR. BHASHASAB | Total Outstanding | Rs. 4,41,967.98)- as
(Borower) Vijayalaxmi|165/3C Thavarkere 8.02, 12%'(613/9 | 96, 2026 | 13, 2026 12, 2026 Possession towards inclusion and dignity, = |Gescrption of Secured Asset(s) immovable Property (ies): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCELS OF|| - SALMA MUJVAR Wi BHASHAGHD " | mountin Rs. on 10.122025

(Co-Borrower) Loan No. Village Thavarekere 005/- ~_|11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before Voice of Needy Foundation  |[THE PROPERTY SHEET & WANGALORE TILED HOUSE PROPERTY NO. 30, E-KATHA NO MUJAVAR Date of Possession (04.04.2026(Symbolic)
LHBWQ00001573289/ |Hobli Bangalore April |Rs.1,06( To To  105:00 PM . A 150800101700500040 SITUATED AT BOKKEPURA VILLAGE, CHAMARAJANAGAR TQ & — -
LHBWQO0001573290 |Karnataka - 562106 |07, 2026 920/ |03:00 PM|03:00 PM (VNF) distributed livelihood | JICHAMARAJANAGAR DISTRICT KARNATAKA. WITHIN THE LIMITS OF HONNAHALLI GRAM Doscription Of Sscired Asset(S) Aumovable Property (les): Al The Part And Pleces 0F
: : : : PANCHAYATHI DURATION. BOUDED AS FOLLOWS - EAST : THE Hi E OF NAGEGOWDA, WEST ;| [l ne E-swathu a 0. o/1a r No. , Mmeasuring East To
5.|R P Vijay (Borrower)  |Site No 56 Rs. Rs. May May May | Physical kits to over 20 persons with dis- THE(T:-IOUSE OF M%\LLA&MA,?\I%RTH ;'erS RQ%D’SSQUTSH “THE HO?JLSSE 0? MAH(;ADGE[\)/EGOWDAS est 3.50,3.50,3.50,3.50pMeters And Nporth To South 16.50,16.50,5.20,5.20 Metgers Total||
Shalini C N (Co- Rajarajeshwari Enclave | 7,25, | 41,83, | 06, 2026 | 13, 2026 | 12, 2026 [Possession abilities at its Hesarachatta — = - Measuring 75.90 Sq.Meters The Said Property Situated At Kancharagatti Village &
Borrower) Loan No. Archakarahalli Village 457/- 200/~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before > g < Name of 0 Date of Demand Notice 31.12.2025 Kancharagatti Gram Panchayathi Haveri Taluk & Haveri District And Bounded As Follows:-
NHCNN00000812226 [Kasaba Hobli April | Rs.4,| To To  |05:00 PM MDC. The beneficiaries received 237000019141, 1) MRS, C ROJAW/O S | TotalOutstanding | Ro. 565,162/ as | Bouneres Are & Follows ezt arnabi M Valfr, West - Road, Suth : Road, Noth:
Bangalore- 560103 |07, 2026|18,320/- 03:00 PM |03:00 PM petty shop carts, tailoring RAMESH, 2) MR. RAMESH S/0 SIDDIAIAH |  Amountin Rs. on 16122025 — o~ . = ST ——r X
6. |ShivaKumar C Property Bearing Site | Rs. | Rs. | May | May | May | Physical machines, grocery materials, %) MRS. MAHADEVAMMA W/O SIDDIAIAH | Date of Possession_[08.04.2026(Symbolic) | Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor Date of Demand Noticel _ 30.12.2025
(Borrower) No. 19, Katha No. 10,45, | 13,38, | 06, 2026 | 13, 2026 | 12, 2026 [Possession and essential toolsenabling Description Of Secured Asse((Sg ble Property (Ies% ALL THE PART AND PIECES OF|| 259000105844, 1) MRS. MANJULA W/O ngal Outstar;{img Rs. 3’?2%‘%3/- as
Dhanabhagyam D |594/19, Pid No. 936/- | 480/~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before ; ; %“”1%333550050%3855?5 stm%égm/ﬁ JANKI\TJEG VILLAGEGWITHII\TITNT(EHEMT'S OF lIJahAI\Ic?AJLI SO o 810 mounthh B o B 222
(Co-Borrower) Loan No,[150200101300820062,| April | Rs.1, To To  |05:00 PM them to start their own income GRAMA  PANCHAYATH. ~ SANTHEMARAHMALLI ~ HOBLI ~ CHAMARAJANAGARA  TALUK. KONACHA MADAIAH Date of Possession [04.04.2026(Symbolic)
LHBNG00001292025|Sy No.139/2 And 139/3, |07, 202633,848/ 03:00 PM|03:00 PM generating activities.This life- CHA%@@A#@Q‘AGA%A D|STR|CT MEASURlNG EASTQ WEngE%O%CS‘AE\ITERS & NORTH SOUTH Description Of Secured Asset(S) /Immovable Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel Of
Akshaya Meadows changing initiative was made O OUNDARIES KRE A& FOLLOWS. EAST - THE ROAD, WEST - HOUSE OFNAGARAJU 'S0t | Residential ~ House ~Bearing OId Property ' No-173/{732 New  Property  No-
Layout, Thattanahalli .g g IGALLI, NORTH : PROPERTY BELONGS TO MALLAIA 152200101814200203 Measuring East To West-7.010400000000001 Mtr, North To South-
Village, Kasaba Hobli, possible through the generous 6.096 Mtr, Total Extent-42.735390 Sq. Mir. Situated At Adahalli Village Saraguru Taluk
Anekal Taluk, CSR t of Polaris India Pyt Name of B 0-B Date of Demand Notice 01.01.2026 Mysore District. East: House Of Mariyaiah Q, West: House Of Nagaiah, North: Road, South:
Bangalore, Karnataka supplor 0 O aris In .1a A\ 239000040604, 1) MRS. SHIVAMMA W/O | Total Outstandi Rs.5.26.522 06 as | |Residential House Of Chinnaiahs.
Ltd, reafflrmlng its commitment SHIVA ASWAMY M S, 2) MR. SHIVA Amount in Rs. on 16.12.2025 Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/Guarantor |Date of Demand Notice 30.12.2025

259000173591, 1) MR. MANTESH
TALAVAR C/0 KURUBARA MALLU 2)

Total Outstanding
Amount in Rs.

Rs. 4,73,021.20/- as
on 16.12.2025

MRS. KAVITA TALAVAR W/O MANTESH

TALAVAR

Date of Possession

104.04.2026(Symbolic)

Description Of S d Asset(S) /I
Of Property Measuring Bearing No:

ble Property (les): All The Piece And Parcel

y Form No.9 Rdprd
No:151700600400320004, Measuring East To West 7.61 Mtr & North To South 8.35
Mtr, Total Extent 63.54 Sgmtr And House Builtup Area Of 43.42 Sqmtr, Issued
ITavaramellihalli Gramapanchayath, Property Situated Kalmadu Village, Savanuru Taluk,
Haveri District. East: House Of Savantravvat Goneppanavara, West: Common Passage,

68,

11a, Property|

branch office address mentioned on top of the article. — Mr. T.V. Srinivasan and Mr W/O SIDDASHETTY Date of Possession [07.04.2026(Symbolic)| [North: Property Of Shirabadagi, South: Govt Road.
For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of Lo ! Fyp——— < ; o — The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned
tenders, kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Company Limited on 9920807300. Sanjay ~ Manohar.  Mr. * ot Ko 52 a7 00m0 200 140, Sroston] ot to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the

Immovable Property Bearing Katha No- 128, Panchayath Unique No. 152100700200200140, Situated|
IAt Tripura Village, Within The Limits of Mahadevapura Grama Panchayath, Kasaba Hobli,
ISrirangapattna Taluk, Mandya District, Measuring East-West: 8.2296 Mtr & North-South’
11.277600000000001 Mtr, Total Measurement 92.81 Sq Mtr. Bouded As Follows

est : Galli & House Of Madaiah , North : Road , South : Galli House Of Bhagyamma.

charge of the M/s Suryoday Small Finance Bank Ltd, for an above mentioned demanded
amount and further interest thereon.

Place : Karnataka,
Date : 11.04.2026

Arunkumar and VNF team
members were also present.For
many beneficiaries.

The Authorized Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit https://www.icicihfc.com.

Date: April 11, 2026 Authorized Officer, “ICICI Home Finance Company Limited”,
\Place: Banglore CIN Number:- UG5922MH1999PLC120106/

: East : Road, Authorised Officer,

Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited
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EDITORIAL

Over 1 Lakh US Troops Are
Stationed In Europe. What
Happens If They Leave?

Wednesday was the day after the United States and Iran had agreed on a two-week
ceasefire. Obviously, the pause in the West Asia war was going to dominate the
press conference at the White House. During the press briefing, White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt dropped a bombshell. In response to a question, she casu-
ally revealed that President Donald Trump would be discussing the US's potential
exit from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with Secretary General

Mark Rutte later that day.

Trump has been angry over the fact that several European NATO members refused
his call to support the US-Israeli military campaign against Iran. Only days earlier,
he had signalled how far he was willing to go, saying America's membership was not
"beyond reconsideration". Then came the meeting itself. Trump and Rutte spoke pri-
vately for nearly two hours, described afterwards as a blunt and tense exchange. If
there had been hope that diplomacy might cool tempers, it faded quickly. Within
minutes, Trump took to Truth Social and delivered a pointed message:

"NATO WASN'T THERE WHEN WE NEEDED THEM, AND THEY WON'T BE
THERE IF WE NEED THEM AGAIN."

The Leaked Messages

One could see it coming. Last year, in an accidentally leaked WhatsApp chat, Vice
President JD Vance and War Secretary Pete Hegseth called the Europeans "free-load-
ing". There is a strong feeling in the Trump administration that Europe has taken
the US for a ride for far too long. "Yeah I think they've been freeloading," Trump
had told reporters back then, when asked if he agreed with Hegseth, who was quoted
as saying in the leaked Signal chats. A user identified as Vance had even said, "I just
hate bailing Europe out again", and a user identified as Hegseth replied: "I fully
share your loathing of European freeloading. It's PATHETIC."

Will the US, however, really leave the 32-nation alliance? If America, its most power-
ful member, were to leave, defence experts in Europe believe the consequences
would extend far beyond the continent.

The Unmistakable Numbers

To understand the scale of such a move, it is important to begin with what the US
currently provides to NATO. Around 1 lakh highly trained American troops are sta-
tioned across Europe. The US has air bases in Germany and Italy, naval facilities in
Spain, intelligence hubs, logistics networks, missile defence systems and rapid
response units across Europe. These forces are deeply integrated into NATO com-
mand structures and would be among the first to respond during a crisis. Needless
to say, their presence acts as a deterrent in a big way, particularly against Russia. It
is to be noted that the American role is not limited to troops. The US makes up the
backbone of NATO's nuclear deterrence. It is no secret that American nuclear
weapons are stationed in several European countries under NATO's nuclear-sharing
arrangement. More important than the weapons is the guarantee behind them. The
credibility of NATO rests on the assumption that the US would come to Europe's
defence. If Washington were to withdraw, that assumption would certainly weaken.
Even if treaties remained, the psychological impact would be immediate, because
deterrence depends as much on perception as on capability.

Edit

SAURABH

(Where does the common devotee
stand in the growing trend of VIP
darshan?)

In a country like India, where religion
and faith are not merely a matter of
personal belief but an integral part of
social and cultural life, temples and
pilgrimage sites have played a vital
role. For centuries, these places have
been considered symbols of equality,
peace, and spiritual balance. “All are
equal in God's court”—this statement
is not just an ideal but a deeply held
belief in Indian society. However, in
recent years, this belief has been ques-
tioned. Many major temples and pil-
grimage sites across the country
charge hefty fees for VIP darshan, spe-
cial pujas, abhishekam, and aarti. In
exchange for these services, devotees
are promised relief from long queues,
reduced darshan time, and a more
convenient experience. At first glance,
this system appears to be an alterna-
tive, but when it impacts the experi-
ence of ordinary devotees, it becomes
a serious social problem. Today, the
situation is such that on one hand,
there are those who, by paying extra
money, can easily have darshan in a
few minutes, while on the other, large
numbers of ordinary people stand in
queues for hours, sometimes even
entire days. During this time, they
face crowds, jostling, rude behavior,
and sometimes even physical vio-
lence. This experience is not only

uncomfortable but also humiliating—
especially when one has come there
with faith and devotion. It's natural to
question whether faith itself is becom-
ing a "premium service"? Should
there be discrimination based on eco-
nomic status even for the sake of see-
ing God? This situation isn't limited to
religious sites, but rather reflects the
growing inequality in our society.
From ration shops to gas cylinder
lines, and now even temples—the mid-
dle class and common people often
face chaos and struggle. The argu-
ment in favor of VIP culture is that it
provides additional revenue to tem-
ples, which can be used to improve
their facilities and services. This argu-
ment is somewhat valid. Large tem-
ples receive millions of devotees daily,
making it difficult to manage them.
Therefore, if some people pay an addi-
tional fee and demand special
arrangements, the proceeds could be
used for public amenities. But prob-
lems arise when this system becomes
unbalanced. When VIP privileges
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A Serious Question on VIP Darshan

and Neglect of Common Devotee
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become so abundant that the
resources and time available to ordi-
nary devotees begin to fall short, it
becomes a form of injustice. It has
often been observed that general
queues are blocked for VIP darshan,
further prolonging the wait for ordi-
nary people. This naturally leads to
dissatisfaction and resentment.
Furthermore, the behavior of temple
staff and security personnel is also a
significant issue. In many cases, ordi-
nary devotees are treated rudely and
disrespectfully, while VIPs are treated
with extreme courtesy. This duality
further deepens the existing class
divide in society. This is also negative-
ly impacting the very spirit of reli-
gious sites. Temples are not just places
of worship, but also centers of mental
peace and spiritual balance. When vis-
itors encounter chaos, crowds, and
discrimination, their spiritual experi-
ence is affected. This experience can
leave them feeling disappointed and
frustrated. The solution to this prob-
lem is not easy, but it is not impossi-

oy = = o

ble. First, temple administrations
should ensure that the number and
impact of VIP services are limited.
These services should only be intend-
ed to provide additional convenience,
not to curtail the rights of ordinary
devotees. Second, modern technolo-
gies can be used for crowd manage-
ment. Measures such as online book-
ing, time slot systems, and digital
queue management can better man-
age crowds, ensuring an orderly and
respectful experience for all devotees.
Third, staff and security personnel
should be trained in sensitivity and
courtesy. Every devotee, whether VIP
or ordinary, deserves respect. This
sentiment should be reflected not only
in policies but also in practice. Fourth,
the government and relevant trusts
should establish clear guidelines on
this issue. Ensuring equality and
transparency at religious sites is not
just an administrative responsibility,
but also a moral one. Finally, it's also
essential that society itself becomes
aware of this issue.

THE SKILLS THAT SUSTAIN US
BEGIN LONG BEFORE

Much of the public conver-
sation about education
focuses on curriculum. We
ask what children should
know, how quickly they
should learn it, and how sys-
tems can measure whether
learning is happening at
scale. These questions mat-
ter, especially in countries
like India where millions of
children are moving
through education systems
at the same time. But any-
one who spends time observ-
ing young children knows
that the foundations of
learning are laid long before
formal schooling takes
shape. In the early years of
life, children are forming
the capacities that will guide
them through everything
that comes later. They are
learning how to persist with
a task that is difficult. They
are discovering how to regu-
late frustration. They are
learning how to trust others
and how to work alongside
them. These are often called
“all-round skills,” but they
are simply the human abili-
ties that allow us to navigate
life with other people. What
makes these skills difficult
to build through policy
alone is that they do not
emerge primarily from
instruction. They grow
through repeated interac-
tions with adults and with
the environments children
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inhabit. A small example
illustrates the point. When
an adult tells a child they
will return in ten minutes
and then actually does so,
something meaningful is
taking place. The child is not
simply waiting. They are
experiencing consistency.
They are learning that the
world has rhythms they can
rely on. When this happens
repeatedly, children begin
to feel confident exploring
beyond immediate reassur-
ance. They try things that
may not work the first time.
They ask questions that
may not have immediate
answers. Over time, these
interactions  accumulate
into something larger. Trust
begins to form. Confidence
grows. The child develops
the emotional stability that
allows learning to take root.
In many ways this is the
true work of early child-
hood. It happens through
ordinary moments that
rarely appear in assessment
frameworks. A teacher
noticing when a child is dis-
couraged and encouraging
them to try again. A caregiv-
er responding to a question
with patience rather than
dismissal. A group of chil-
dren solving a problem
together without an adult
stepping in immediately.
These interactions shape
the way children approach

the world. Some children
come to see effort as some-
thing worthwhile because

they have experienced
encouragement when they
tried. Others hesitate

because earlier experiences
have taught them that mis-
takes lead to correction
rather than curiosity. The
environments surrounding
children are now shifting
rapidly. Digital tools and
intelligent systems are
entering homes and class-
rooms with increasing
speed. In many situations
they offer real advantages.
Teachers managing large
classrooms can use them to
organise information more
efficiently.  Programmes
working across entire dis-
tricts can identify patterns
in learning that might other-
wise take months to detect.
Yet the deeper question
remains whether these sys-
tems strengthen the condi-
tions through which chil-
dren develop the abilities
that sustain them through
life. Technology can organ-
ise information and reduce
administrative burden. It
can offer educators insights
that help them plan better.
But the core experiences
through which children
develop resilience, trust,
and curiosity still emerge
through human interaction.
Children learn persistence
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by encountering challenges
that require effort. They
learn empathy through rela-
tionships with other people.
They develop problem-solv-
ing skills by trying things
that do not always work
immediately. These process-
es cannot be compressed
without changing their
nature. The challenge for
education systems is there-
fore not whether to intro-
duce technology, but how to
ensure that technological
systems support rather than
replace the relational foun-
dations of learning. This
requires careful design
choices. Systems that assist
teachers rather than over-
ride their judgment. Tools
that reduce administrative
work so that educators can
spend more time observing
and responding to children.
Platforms that encourage
exploration rather than sim-
ply rewarding speed and
correctness. If the goal of
education is to prepare chil-
dren for life, then the skills
that sustain life must
remain central to the envi-
ronments we build. Long
after the details of a curricu-
lum fade, the habits chil-
dren develop in the early
years continue to shape how
they face uncertainty, how
they work with others, and
how they approach the chal-
lenges ahead.

The two-week ceasefire
between the United States
and Iran, announced on
April 7, 2026, has provided a
temporary halt to what had
become an accelerating
cycle of escalation. US
President Donald Trump
framed it as a victory, claim-
ing the US had met its mili-
tary objectives and that a
longer agreement was close
to finalisation. Iran accepted
the ceasefire on the condi-
tion that ships transiting the
Strait of Hormuz would do
so in coordination with its
armed forces. Both sides had
reasons to welcome an off-
ramp. Neither side has fully
stopped fighting. The cease-
fire, as it stands, may be bet-
ter understood as a pause
rather than a settlement.

® What Iran Wants From
This Deal

After months of experienc-
ing constant high-alerts,
missile strikes, and assassi-
nations, Iran's primary
incentive for accepting a
two-week pause for talks has
been a promise of breathing
space. Iran's agreement to
the talks despite the tempo-
rary two-week window,
countering the very first
point of its 10-point proposal,
only confirms this theory. In
these two weeks, irrespec-
tive of the negotiation's out-
come, Iran is looking to
recover and regroup, in
terms of military strength,
public morale and broader
political consolidation
under the new leadership.
However, hours after the
ceasefire announcement,
Israel has reportedly contin-
ued its strikes on Iran, as
confirmed by Israeli mili-
tary officials. These Israeli
strikes may derail US-Iran
negotiations, as proven
twice in the past. The IRGC
may not observe a political
agreement that does not
address the core condition of
a ceasefire. These reported
ceasefire violations are not
marginal complications.
They suggest this deal rests

on the assumption that US
agreement ensures Israel's
alignment. This assumption,
however, might not hold
true in reality.

® The Hormuz Question

The ceasefire is conditional
on Iran reopening the Strait
of Hormuz. This can be con-
sidered the primary point in
Iran's proposal that incen-
tivised the US to accept it as
a framework for negotia-
tions. Iran has agreed to
allow passage, but empha-
sised that this will be under
the supervision of its armed
forces. This is not a full
return to pre-war condi-
tions. Iran's parliament has
already passed legislation

formally enshrining a toll
system on Hormuz traffic.
The IRGC has been operat-
ing a de facto vetting and fee
arrangement since mid-
March. The ceasefire does
not appear to resolve either
of these developments.
Splitting this transit fee
between Iran and Oman
might also draw criticism
from other Gulf nations like
the UAE, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia, which are key US
allies in the region. The UAE
has already expressed oppo-
sition, stating that the water-
way cannot be held hostage
by any single country and
that free navigation must be
part of any final settlement.
Their exclusion from the

transit arrangements is like-
ly to be a source of friction in
the weeks ahead.

The broader stakes of
Hormuz extend beyond the
immediate conflict. Control
and assured access to the sea
lanes of communication has
been a foundational pillar of
US power projection for
decades. Iran's ability to
impose coordinated passage
through the Strait repre-
sents a structural shift in the
waterway's legal and strate-
gic status. While the suc-
cessful blockade has
emerged as proof of Iran's
dominance over the Strait of
Hormuz at a military level,
this transit fee is a step
toward institutionalising
control. Should that
arrangement become codi-
fied through any longer-
term agreement, the US may
find itself under pressure to
counter it, regardless of the
diplomatic framing around
the current pause.

® The Gaza-Lebanon
Problem

Within hours of the
announcement, Israel's
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu made clear that
the ceasefire did not include
Lebanon. Israel's strikes
against Hamas have also
continued despite a ceasefire
in early 2025. Pakistani
mediators had urged all war-
ring parties to observe a
ceasefire everywhere, and
Islamabad initially indicat-
ed that Lebanon was cov-
ered. Netanyahu and US
Vice-President JD Vance
have directly rejected that
reading. In mid-March,
Israel launched a ground
invasion of  southern
Lebanon, and its forces have
remained in active combat
with Hezbollah ever since.
Fighting between Israel and
Hezbollah is, therefore,
expected to continue regard-
less of what is agreed
between Washington and
Tehran. Despite mentioning
it in their proposal as a sym-
bolic gesture.
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Attack on Saudi pipeline wipes out 10 pc
of oil export capacity, disrupts supply

According to the Saudi Press
Agency, a strike on a pumping
station along the strategic
pipeline reduced throughput
by around 700,000 barrels per
day. The route has become a
critical  export lifeline,
enabling crude shipments to
bypass the constrained Strait
of Hormuz. Regional tensions
have escalated since the
February 28 offensive by the
United States (US) and Israel
on Iran, which Killed Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and trig-
gered a wider regional con-
flict, increasingly drawing
energy infrastructure into the
crossfire. The US and Iran
agreed on Wednesday, April 8,
to a two-week conditional
ceasefire, with direct talks
scheduled in Islamabad aimed
at resolving differences and
securing a lasting peace.

B ENERGY NETWORK
TARGETED ACROSS
REGIONS

Saudi officials said the attacks
struck a broad range of facili-
ties, including oil and gas pro-
duction sites, transport net-
works, refineries, petrochemi-
cal plants and electricity infra-
structure in Riyadh, the
Eastern Province and Yanbu
Industrial City.

The Manifa and Khurais oil
fields were also hit, reducing

production capacity by a com-
bined 600,000 barrels per day.
The losses have tightened sup-
ply from one of the world’s
leading exporters at a time
when global markets remain
under pressure.

B REFINERIES AND GAS
EXPORTS DISRUPTED
Major refining facilities in
Jubail, Ras Tanura, Yanbu
and Riyadh sustained dam-
age, directly affecting exports
of refined petroleum products.
Gas processing plants in
Juaymah were also impacted
by fires, disrupting shipments
of liquefied petroleum gas and
natural gas liquids.

B Casualties and opera-

tional disruption

The attacks resulted in the
death of one Saudi national
from industrial security per-
sonnel and injuries to seven
others. Several facilities report-
ed operational shutdowns,
compounding the disruption
across the energy sector.

B GLOBAL SUPPLY CON-
CERNS INTENSIFY

Saudi authorities warned that
continued strikes could
undermine supply security
and slow recovery in global
energy markets, contributing
to increased volatility and
inflationary pressure world-
wide. The developments come
as diplomatic efforts intensify
ahead of expected talks in

Islamabad, even as uncertain-
ty persists over maritime
access and regional stability.
With critical infrastructure
under strain and export
routes constrained, the scale
of disruption is likely to keep
global energy markets on edge
in the coming weeks. The
East-West Pipeline has a max-
imum capacity of about 7 mil-
lion barrels per day, of which
around 5 million bpd are
available for export.

Saudi Arabia, the world's top
oil exporter, plays a central
role in global crude markets.
It has come under attack from
hundreds of Iranian missiles
and drones since the start of
the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran,
most of which were intercept-

ed, authorities have said.
Below are some reactions
from analysts and traders:

B SHOHRUH ZUKHRITDI-
NOV, A DUBAI-BASED OIL
TRADER:

"This is a logistics shock lay-
ered on top of a production
shock. The market has lost its
main workaround for the
Strait of Hormuz."

= EDWARD MEIR, MAREX
ANALYST:

"The oil market is quite tight,
and although the Saudis have
the benefit of exporting via
their pipeline to the Red Sea
the fact that this has also been
impacted is somewhat sur-
prising and even more bullish
(to oil prices), as the thinking
was that this transit point was
experiencing fewer problems.
"The outage of Gulf exports
also explains why physical
prices are well above futures
and have not dropped much of
late."

® JOHN PAISIE, PRESI-
DENT OF STRATAS ADVI-
SORS:

"The lost production and
exports through the East-West
Pipeline builds on the ongoing
disruption of oil supply stem-
ming from the effective clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz -
and adds to the upward pres-
sure on oil prices."

BENGALURU
SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Swiggy Leadership Rejig:
Co-Founder Nandan Reddy
Quits; Board To See Changes

Nandan Reddy, the co-
founder of Swiggy has quit
the company and will move
on from the online food and
grocery delivery major with
immediate effect to pursue
other independent projects,
the company said in an
exchange filing on Friday.
On the other hand, Swiggy's
other co-founder Phani
Kishan, who also is the chief
growth officer and Group
CFO Rahul Bothra have
been appointed as the
Executive Directors effec-
tive June 1. Additionally,
the company is welcoming
Renan De Castro Alves
Pinto from Prosus Ventures
as a Nominee Director.
Each of these appointments
shall be subject to requisite

- |

~

shareholder approvals.
Reddy during the early days
along with co-founder and
group CEO Srihasha Majety
had helped set up opera-
tions. While he held many
positions in Swiggy, he was
more recently leading the
Crew, Swiggy's Al concierge
offering. After his exit CEO,
Kapoor will now take
charge of Crew.”

"Nandan has been a
vital collaborator and a
visionary force throughout
Swiggy's evolution—from
our beginnings in a single
Bengaluru neighbourhood
to becoming a nationwide
platform serving millions.
His steadfast commitment
to our culture, innovation,
and the consumer experi-

ence is woven into our DNA.
While his daily presence
will be missed,

Ilook forward to the impact
of his future endeavours,"
said Majety. An important
point to note is that Reddy
is the latest co-founder to
quit the company. Reddy
and Majety had started the
company along with Rahul
Jaimini, who exited the
company in 2020 to start his
own company, Pesto Tech.
Swiggy Share Price Today
The scrip closed 1.14%
higher at Rs 275 apiece on
Friday. This compares to a
1.16% advance in the NSE
Nifty 50 Index. During the
day, the stock rose as
much as 3.25% to Rs 280.75
per share.

RBI Proposes Rs 1 Lakh Crore Asset Threshold

For Upper L

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has proposed a major
overhaul of the framework
used to classify upper layer
non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs), introduc-
ing a Rs 1 lakh crore asset
size threshold as the pri-
mary criterion for identifi-
cation. Under the draft
amendment to the Scale-
Based Regulatory (SBR)
framework, NBFCs with
asset sizes of Rs 1 lakh
crore and above would be
categorised as upper layer
(NBFC-UL) entities. This
marks a shift from the
existing two-pronged
methodology that com-
bined asset size and a para-
metric scoring system. The
central bank has also pro-
posed including govern-
ment-owned NBFCs in the
upper layer classification,
aligning with its broader
objective of maintaining an
ownership-neutral regula-
tory regime. Currently,
such entities are placed in
the Base Layer or Middle
Layer and are excluded
from upper layer categori-
sation. Despite the pro-
posed shift to a more trans-
parent and absolute asset-
based criterion, the RBI

e

ayer NBFC Classifica

said parametric scoring
would continue to play a
role in identifying systemi-
cally important NBFCs.
The methodology assigns a
70% weightage to quantita-
tive parameters and 30% to
qualitative factors.
Additionally, the top 50
NBFCs based on total expo-
sure would automatically
be considered for inclusion
in the upper layer. In addi-
tion, Upper layer NBFCs
will be identified periodi-
cally and Rs 1 lakh crore
asset size threshold will be

tion

White House staff told not to place
on prediction markets

bets

reviewed every five years.
As part of the regulatory
tightening, NBFCs classi-
fied in the upper layer will
be required to comply with
enhanced prudential norms
within a two-year transi-
tion period. This is aimed at
strengthening risk manage-
ment and ensuring finan-
cial stability in the sector.
In another key proposal, the
RBI has allowed upper
layer NBFCs to use state
government guarantees as
a credit risk transfer instru-
ment without any cap, sub-

ject to specified conditions.
This move is expected to
improve credit flow while
maintaining safeguards.
The RBI has invited feed-
back from NBFCs, stake-
holders, and the public on
the draft amendment direc-
tions until May 4, 2026. The
proposed changes are part
of the regulator's ongoing
efforts to simplify classifi-
cation norms, enhance
transparency, and better
align regulatory oversight
with the scale and systemic
importance of large NBFCs.

White House staff were
warned last month not to
use insider information to
place bets on predictions
markets. The email was
sent to staff on 24 March, a
day after US President
Donald Trump announced a
five-day pause on his threat
to attack Iranian power
plants and energy infra-
structure. It referred to
press reports that raised
concerns over government
officials using non-public
information to place bets on
platforms like Kalshi or
Polymarket. White House
spokesman Davis Ingle told
the BBC that "any implica-
tion that Administration
officials are engaged in such
activity without evidence is
baseless and irresponsible
reporting." The Wall Street
Journal first reported the
email on Thursday. Ingle
also said that all federal
employees are subject to
government ethics guide-
lines that prohibit the use of
insider information for
financial gain. "The only
special interest that will
ever guide President Trump
is the best interest of the

American people,” he
added. The BBC has contact-
ed Kalshi and Polymarket
for comment. Polymarket
came under scrutiny in
January after a gambler
made nearly half a million
dollars on the capture of
Venezuelan president
Nicolas Maduro just before
it was officially announced.
It was unclear who placed
the bet. The anonymous
account had a blockchain

identifier of letters and
numbers. The incident
raised concerns about
whether they had benefited
from inside information of
the US military operation.
Predictions markets, which
host more than $44bn
(£33bn) in trades, have
become increasingly popu-
lar in the past year. The pre-
dictions can be related to
anything. They mostly
involve sports but users can

also place bets on whether,
for instance, the US central
bank will cut rates or the
results of local elections.
Prediction market bets on
conflicts have fuelled debate
over how industry should
be regulated. This week, US
Congressman Ritchie
Torres, a Democrat who sits
on the House Financial
Services Committee, sent a
letter to the Commodity
Futures Trading
Commission that called for
an investigation into "suspi-
cious" trades. The commis-
sion regulates the deriva-
tives trading, which
includes prediction mar-
kets. In March, Democrat
leaders introduced legisla-
tion that would completely
ban prediction market bet-
ting related to war or mili-
tary action. "Corruption
and exploitation are thriv-
ing right now within the
gaps and loopholes of pre-
diction markets," said US
Senator Andy Kim from
New Jersey. "This manipu-
lation leaves the select few
winning big, at the expense
of working Americans," he
said.

PATENT CLIFF IMPACT:

Eli Lilly's Market Share Stumbles As Generic

Weight-Loss Dr

Weight loss drug manufactur-
er Eli Lilly's market share in
India declined in March,
while rival drugmaker Novo
Nordisk's share remained
steady. The slip came after
patent for a key ingredient in
these weight loss drugs, such
as semaglutide, expired earli-
er in the month, and the phar-
ma market got flooded with
cheaper generic Indian sub-
stitutes. The market share fell
from 61% in February to 56%
in March, CNBC reported, cit-
ing data from industry intelli-
gence provider Pharmarack.
The data pointed out that
Novo Nordisk's market share
held steady at 25%. The shift
to generic and more afford-
able alternates was expected
to impact sales of Novo
Nordisk and Eli Lilly both,
but early data has revealed
that the latter has taken the
bigger hit. A further erosion
is expected in sales of Eli
Lilly's more expensive
tirzepatide-based brands as
the presence of cheaper
weight loss drugs grows,
according to experts. Within
a matter of weeks, the

Pharmarack report noted
that 13 Indian generic drug
companies have collectively
launched 26 brands of
semaglutide, which is pre-
scribed for both weight loss
and diabetes management.
India's 100 million diabetics
and 125 million pre-diabetics
make for a huge market for
such drugs. The starting
price of Eli Lilly's Mounjaro
is around 13,800 rupees ($148)
per month, Mumbai-based
diabetologist Rajiv Kovil told
CNBC. He pointed out that, it
is twice the price for Novo's
semaglutide drugs and 10
times more than the cheapest

ugs Gain Ground In India

of the generic versions. A
long list of pharma giants,
including Dr Reddy's
Laboratories Ltd., Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries
Litd., Biocon Ltd. and Lupin
Ltd., are in the frontline for
providing generic substi-
tutes. Patent Expiry Recap
For vyears, the 'miracle
weight-loss drug semaglutide
— an engine behind global
blockbusters like Ozempic —
was a luxury reserved for the
few who could stomach a Rs
20,000 monthly bill. On March
20, 2026, things changed when
patent for Semaglutide offi-
cially expired in India.

India’s resilient macros and strong domestic liquidity cushion geopolitical shocks
for now, but confluence of global risks could turn the tide: PL Asset Management

Mumbai, April 10, 2026:
According to PL Asset
Management, the asset man-
agement arm of PL Capital
Group (Prabhudas
Lilladher), while global mar-
kets reacted sharply to dis-
ruptions in energy supply
and shifting monetary policy
expectations, Indian equities
showed relative stability,
underpinned by strong
domestic macroeconomic
fundamentals, robust liquid-
ity conditions, and contin-
ued institutional participa-
tion. It highlights that
resilient macro and support-
ive domestic liquidity has
cushioned India against any
geopolitical headwinds.
However, PL Asset
Management warns that
India's macro picture could
turn adverse as a confluence
of risks — rising crude
prices, a weaker rupee, slow-
er global growth, disrupted
logistics chains, and tighter
global financial conditions
— could together widen the
fiscal deficit, slow GDP
growth, and erode the macro
tailwinds currently support-
ing market confidence. The
firm notes that this scenario

PL Capital

FRABHUDAS LILLADHER

demands vigilance, not com-
placency. Escalating geopo-
litical tensions, particularly
US-Israel strikes on Iran in
late February, have raised
concerns around potential
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz—a critical artery
handling nearly 20% of glob-
al oil supply—thereby
heightening risks to India’s
current account and infla-
tion trajectory through ele-
vated crude prices. PL Asset
Management highlights that
India’s growth momentum
continues to remain robust,
with Q3 GDP expanding by
7.8% and full-year FY26
growth projected at 7.6%,
supported by healthy private

ASSET
MANAGEMENT

consumption growth of 8.7%
and a sharp 13.3% expansion
in manufacturing. It expects
the India-US tariff reduc-
tion, the progress on the
India-EU FTA, and the gov-
ernment’s ?12.2 lakh crore
infrastructure push under
Budget 2026 to boost export
competitiveness, unlock new
growth avenues, and acceler-
ate the domestic capex cycle,
reinforcing India’s medium-
term growth outlook. On
inflation, PL Asset
Management notes that it
remains comfortably within
the RBI's tolerance band,
providing policymakers
with room to manoeuvre. In
fixed income markets, bond

yields have edged higher,
with the 10-year G-Sec hover-
ing around 6.70%, largely
influenced by global yield
movements and elevated
supply expectations.
Importantly, it notes that the
recent market corrections
have created a more favor-
able valuation backdrop,
with the Nifty trading at a
5.6% discount to its five-year
average PE, enhancing the
medium-term risk-reward
for investors. FIIs recorded
net outflows of 76,640 crore,
strong countervailing
inflows from DIIs to the tune
of 738,423 crore, along with
sustained SIP participation,
have helped anchor equity
markets. Mr. Siddharth
Vora, Head Quant
Investment Strategies &
Fund Manager, PL Asset
Management said, “The
global environment is transi-
tioning into a high-uncer-
tainty, liquidity-constrained
regime, driven by geopoliti-
cal risks and persistent ener-
gy disruptions. Elevated
crude prices are expected to
keep inflation sticky and
interest rates higher for
longer, creating pressure on

earnings, fiscal balances,
and currency stability, with
the rupee remaining vulner-
able. While valuations may
appear reasonable on the
surface, rising input, energy,
and financing costs pose a
meaningful risk to earnings,
increasing the likelihood of
valuation compression.
Market sentiment remains
fragile, with flows and lig-
uidity conditions playing a
critical role in near-term
direction. As a result, mar-
kets are likely to remain
event-driven and volatile,
reacting sharply to develop-
ments in geopolitics and
energy prices. In this envi-
ronment, disciplined risk
management and selective
positioning become essen-
tial. A preference for large
caps, along with factors such
as value, quality, and low
volatility, is likely to be
more resilient. Sectorally,
metals, energy, pharma,
industrials, autos, and PSU
financials appear relatively
better placed, supported by
domestic and cyclical driv-
ers. Gold continues to serve
as an important hedge in
portfolios.
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Trump says Iran's handling of Strait of
Hormuz is 'not the agreement we have'

US President Donald Trump
has accused Iran of doing a
"very poor job" in its han-
dling of oil passing through
the pivotal Strait of Hormuz,
arguing it was "not the agree-
ment we have". The com-
ments reflect the fragile
nature of the ceasefire agree-
ment, with reports showing
conflicts on what was includ-
ed in the accord. It came as
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
his government was to begin
direct talks with Lebanon,
focusing on the disarmament
of Hezbollah, the Iran-backed
militant group, and establish-
ing peaceful relations. A US
State Department official
confirmed it would host a
meeting next week in
Washington "to discuss ongo-
ing ceasefire negotiations
with Israel and Lebanon".
Lebanese officials had called
for a ceasefire before the
talks begin, but Netanyahu
said in a subsequent address
to residents of northern
Israel: "There is no ceasefire

World

in Lebanon." After Israeli
strikes continued in Lebanon
throughout Thursday - tar-
geting what it described as
Hezbollah rocket launch sites
in the south attacks
appeared to at least tem-
porarily taper off overnight
in the region. Trump said in
an interview that Israel
would be "scaling back" its
strikes in the country to sup-
port peace talks. "I spoke
with Bibi and he's going to

low-key it. I just think we
have to be sort of a little more
low-key," Trump told NBC
News after a phone call with
Netanyahu. The strikes on
Thursday led to new evacua-
tion warnings for residents
in the southern suburbs of
the capital, Beirut. The head
of the World Health
Organization (WHO), Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, said
on X that this included the
Jnah area, which includes

two major hospltals "At this
time, no alternative medical
facilities are available to
receive approximately 450
patients from the two hospi-
tals (including 40 patients in
the ICU), rendering their
evacuation operationally
unfeasible," he said. Among
those being treated at the
hospitals, Tedros added,
were some of the 1,150 people
that Lebanon's health min-
istry said were wounded in

Wednesday's massive wave
of Israeli strikes. At least 303
people were Killed. Tedros
also said that the headquar-
ters of the Ministry of Public
Health, which "hosts five
shelters accommodating
more than 5,000 people", is in
the evacuation area. That
ceasefire began with confu-
sion over whether Lebanon,
Israel's second front, was to
be included. Iranian officials
and mediators from Pakistan
said it was, US and Israeli
officials said clearly that it
was not. Amid the confusion,
the wave of Israeli strikes on
Lebanon - the heaviest since
the conflict began six weeks
ago - prompted Iran to
declare that Israel was break-
ing the terms of the ceasefire,
to once again halt passage of
shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, and to threaten
retaliatory strikes. Trump
posted to Truth Social over
ship traffic through the piv-
otal waterway, which typical-
ly sees 20% of the world's oil
and liquefied natural gas

(LNG) passing through.
"There are reports that Iran
is charging fees to tankers
going through the Hormuz
Strait," he wrote. "They bet-
ter not be and, if they are,
they better stop now." Israel's
military continues to occupy
a large part of the south of
Lebanon, where it has
destroyed villages in recent
days. Without a commitment
to a temporary ceasefire at
least, it is not clear how pro-
ductive talks could proceed
between the two sides. It is
also unclear how much sway
the Lebanese government,
with which the Israelis will
be negotiating, will have over
Hezbollah, which despite
having representation in the
Lebanese government is a
separate entity backed by
Iran. The Lebanese govern-
ment banned Hezbollah's mil-
itary activities in early
March, days after the start of
war with Israel, but it has not
stopped the group from car-
rying out military opera-
tions.
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GERMAN TRANSGENDER FAR-
RIGHT EXTREMIST ARREST-
ED IN CZECH REPUBLIC

2023, Liebich was sen-

A convicted German
transgender right-wing
extremist, who has been
on the run for months, has
been arrested in the Czech
Republic. Liebich was
arrested on the basis of a
European arrest warrant
in Krasna in the east of the
country, some 100km (62
miles) east of the capital,
Prague. In August 2025,
Marla-Svenja Liebich, for-
merly known as Sven,
failed to appear at the
prison in the German
town of Chemnitz, where
she was to serve an 18-
month jail term. German
media reports say Liebich
used to be a member of a
neo-Nazi group called
Blood and Honour. In July

tenced by the Halle
District Court in Saxon-
Anhalt to a total of one
year and six months in
prison without parole for
extreme right incitement
to hatred, defamation, and
insult. Liebich appealed
against the sentence and
lost. At the time she was
known as Sven Liebich. A
spokesperson for the Halle
public prosecutor's office
told the BBC that Liebich
was now in custody in the
Czech Republic. Liebich is
expected to be extradited
to Germany. At the end of
2024, Liebich had her gen-
der entry in official
records changed from
male to female.

TATWAN OPPOSITION
LEADER MEETS XI
JINPING IN BEIJING

President  Xi

China's
Jinping received Taiwan's

main opposition party
leader on Friday, in a rare
meeting which saw both
sides stress a desire for
cross-strait peace. Cheng
Li-wun is the Kuomintang's
(KMT) first sitting leader to
visit China in a decade. In
2016, Beijing cut off high-
level communications with
Taiwan after the ruling
Democratic  Progressive
Party's (DPP) Tsai Ing-wen
became president, citing
her refusal to endorse the
concept of a single Chinese
nation. The DPP is among
those who have criticised
Cheng's trip, accusing her
of being "subservient" to
Beijing. Beijing claims
Taiwan as part of its territo-
ry and has not ruled out tak-
ing the self-governed island
by force. "The leaders of our
two parties are meeting
today in order to safeguard
the peace and stability of
our shared homeland, to
promote the peaceful devel-
opment of cross-strait rela-
tions, and to allow future
generations to share in a
bright and  beautiful
future," said Xi in a meeting
at China's Great Hall of the
People on Friday. He added
that China was willing to
strengthen exchange and

dialogue together with vari-
ous parties, including the
KMT - though it would have
to be on the condition of
opposing Taiwan independ-
ence. Xi also reiterated that
those on both sides of the
Taiwan Strait are Chinese,
and that they all wanted
peace. In response, Cheng
said the "rejuvenation of
the Chinese people is a
shared aspiration of the
people on both sides of the
Strait". She added that it
would be a "positive contri-
bution to world peace and
human progress". In a press
conference after her closed-
door meeting with Xi,
Cheng said young people of
every generation had to
understand that opposing
Taiwan independence and
maintaining the 1992
Consensus was a way to
"avoid war, prevent
tragedy, work together and
create peace." The 1992
Consensus is an under-
standing between the then-
ruling KMT and the
Chinese Communist Party
about there being "one
China", while leaving room
for different interpretations
of what that means. The
DPP has consistently reject-
ed the 1992 Consensus,
arguing that it undermines
Taiwan's sovereignty.

Hip-hop pioneer, Afrika
Bambaataa, dies aged 68

Afrika Bambaataa, one of
the founding figures of hip-
hop culture, has died at the
age of 68, the Hip Hop
Alliance has confirmed. In a
statement, the organisation
said Bambaataa helped
shape a "global movement
rooted in peace, unity, love,
and having fun", paying trib-
ute to his role in the emer-
gence of hip-hop as both a
musical genre and a cultural
force. Born Lance Taylor in
the Bronx, Bambaataa grew
up during the era of the
black liberation movement.
In 1973, he co-founded the
Universal Zulu Nation, an
international hip-hop
awareness group. In his
later years, Bambaataa's
reputation was overshad-
owed by allegations of child
sexual abuse and traffick-
ing, which he denied. TMZ,
which was first to report his

death, said the artist died in
Pennsylvania due to compli-
cations from cancer on
Thursday. Bambaataa was
born to Jamaican and
Barbadian immigrant par-
ents. As a teen, he became a
member of the Black Spades
gang, parlaying his leader-
ship abilities to form the
Universal Zulu Nation, that
sought to channel youth cul-
ture away from violence and
towards creativity.

Ceasefire or no ceasefire, the Middle
East's reshuffling is not yet done

The best hope for the cease-
fire talks in Pakistan is that
both the United States and
Iran have strong reasons to
call a halt to the war. The
biggest obstacle to their suc-
cess is a total absence of
trust, no discernible com-
mon ground and the fact
that Israel, America's full
partner in the war, has
hugely escalated its
onslaught on Lebanon. US
President Donald Trump is
already speaking about the
war in the past tense. He has
declared victory and needs
an exit. Not only does he
have a state visit from King
Charles in the diary for
later this month, followed
by a summit with China's
President Xi Jinping in
May, there are midterm
elections in November.
With America's summer

holiday season looming,
Trump also needs petrol
prices to fall back to where
they were before he went to
war. Royal visits, summits
and elections do not mix
well with wars. Iran's
regime has its own reasons
to end the war. It is as defi-
ant as ever, still able to

launch missiles and drones,
with its social media war-
riors pouring out Al videos
lampooning Donald Trump.
But Iran has suffered mas-
sive damage. Cities have
come to an economic stand-
still and the regime needs
time to regroup and will try
to use the talks in Pakistan

to strengthen its position.
The Pakistani intermedi-
aries who will be shuttling
between the two delegations
have a tough job on their
hands. The declared posi-
tions of the two sides are as
far apart as it is possible to
be. Trump has a 15-point
plan that has not been pub-
lished but leaked versions
make it sound more like a
surrender document than a
basis for negotiation. Iran's
10-point plan contains a list
of demands that America
has consistently rejected in
the past. Creating a more
durable ceasefire will
require some kind of agree-
ment to at least keep talking
about the two sides' contra-
dictory lists of intractable
issues. It would be hard
enough to work through
them in peacetime.

Melania Trump denies ties to Jetfrey Epstein
and urges hearlng for survivors

First Lady Melania Trump
has denied connections to
Jeffrey Epstein, telling
reporters at the White
House that any claims link-
ing the two "need to end
today". In a surprise
announcement on
Thursday, the first lady
called for congressional
hearings for survivors of
Epstein's sex trafficking.
She also denied online
rumours that Epstein intro-
duced her to Donald Trump,
calling them "mean-spirited
attempts to defame my repu-
tation". It is unclear what
prompted the announce-
ment. The intervention has
produced a mixed response
from Epstein survivors. One
survivor, Lisa Phillips,

described the statement as a
"bold move" but questioned
what more the first lady
could do to support Epstein's
accusers. There was no
prior indication from her
office that she would make a
statement on Epstein, and
the White House did not
share the topic earlier when

her remarks were put on its
daily schedule. The presi-
dent told news outlet MS
Now he did not know about
his wife's statement ahead of
time. Meanwhile, the New
York Times quoted a
spokesperson for Melania
Trump as saying the presi-
dent knew that the first lady

planned to make a state-
ment, but later said it was
unclear if he was aware of
the topic of the remarks.
Melania Trump said she had
not been a victim of Epstein,
with whom she only briefly
"crossed paths" in 2000. "I
have never had any knowl-
edge of Epstein abuse of his
victims," she said. "I was
never involved in any capac-
ity. I was not a participant."
She also denied knowing
Ghislaine Maxwell, the dis-
graced financier's jailed
associate. She referred to a
2002 email between her and
Maxwell released in the
Epstein files, calling it
nothing more than "casual
correspondence” and a
"polite reply".

Russia and Ukraine agree to Orthodox Easter truce

Dutch police urge victims of
'international sextortion
campaign' to come forward

Dutch police have issued
a social media plea for
victims of an alleged
"international sextortion
campaign" to come for-
ward, warning that
dozens of women and
girls were coerced into
degrading sexual acts on
camera. Investigators say
a 22-year-old Dutch man,
posing online as a teenage
girl, contacted victims on
popular platforms and
persuaded them to send
explicit photos. Once he
had the images, he
allegedly  blackmailed
them into creating
increasingly graphic,
extreme and sadistic pho-
tos and videos — including
performing sex acts on
themselves and licking

toilet seats — under threat
of sharing the photos
with friends, family or
classmates. Prosecutors
say the suspect, identified
only as Damian A. under
Dutch privacy laws, has
confessed. He was arrest-
ed in January 2025 and
went on trial this week in
the city of Dordrecht. He
is charged with online
sexual assault and online
rape. Prosecutors have
requested a nine-year
prison sentence plus psy-
chological treatment. "I
didn't think about the
consequences. That you
can hurt people," Dutch
media reports quote him
as saying. A verdict is
expected in the coming
weeks.

US has let in 4,499 refugees
since October - all but three
were South African

President Donald Trump's
overhaul of US refugee poli-
cies has created a major
shift in the number and
nationalities of people
admitted to the country, US
government data shows.
Since October 2025, 4,499
refugees were resettled in
the US, according to the
Refugee Processing Center.
All, except three from
Afghanistan, were South
African. In the last full fis-
cal year of the Biden admin-
istration, which started in
October 2023, 125,000 people
were accepted from 85 coun-
tries. Last year, Trump
halted all refugee admis-
sions, including for appli-
cants from warzones, but
allowed Afrikaners, a white
minority group he said was
persecuted, to seek resettle-
ment. South Africa objected
to his characterisation. In
announcing the change,
Trump said it would help
strengthen national securi-
ty and public safety.
Priority was to be given to
Afrikaner South Africans
and "other victims of illegal
or unjust discrimination in
their respective home-
lands", according to an
announcement. The presi-
dent "has explained why we
are resettling Afrikaner
refugees in the United

States", a state department
spokesperson told the BBC
when asked about the latest
resettlement figures. "The
US position on this human-
itarian initiative has not
changed." Diplomatic ten-
sions between Washington
and Pretoria have been ris-
ing since Trump returned
to the White House. Just
over a year ago, South
Africa's ambassador in the
US, Ebrahim Rasool, was
expelled after accusing
Trump of "mobilising a
supremacism" and trying to
"project white victimhood
as a dog whistle". Then, in
the Oval Office in May,
Trump confronted his
South African counterpart,
Cyril Ramaphosa, where he
claimed that white farmers
in South Africa were tar-
gets of persecution and
"genocide". Ramaphosa
tried to refute Trump's
assertions and was backed
up by John Steenhuisen,
the white leader of the
Democratic Alliance,
which is part of the coali-
tion government.
"Certainly, the majority of
South Africa's commer-
cial and smallholder farm-
ers really do want to stay
in South Africa and make
it work," Steenhuisen told
Trump.




BRONNY JAMES SETS UP FATHER
LEBRON IN LAKERS WIN

Bronny James passed to par-
ent LeBron for the first son-
to-father assist in NBA histo-
ry as the Los Angeles Lakers
beat the Golden State
Warriors 119-103. Bronny,
19, stole possession and
passed to LeBron, who ran
the length of the court for an
uncontested dunk that was
part of a 26-point contribu-
tion from the 41-year-old.
The pair recorded the first
father-to-son assist in a
match against the Brooklyn
Nets last month. LeBron also
added 11 assists while
Bronny scored 10 points
with three assists as the
Lakers saw off their state
rivals. The Lakers sit fourth
in the Western Conference
while the Warriors are in
10th, with both having
already qualified for the
post-season play-offs that
begin on 18  April
Elsewhere, the New York
Knicks won 112-106 against
the Boston Celtics, with Josh
Hart scoring 26 points, to put
pressure on their opponents

in the Eastern Conference.
The sides are third and sec-
ond respectively in the
standings, with two matches
left to play in the regular sea-
son. The Toronto Raptors
triumphed 128-114 against
the Miami Heat while the
Houston Rockets won 113-
102 against Philadelphia
76ers to solidify their
chances of a play-off place. In

matches between sides
already out of post-season
contention, the Chicago
Bulls won 119-108 against the
Washington Wizards while
the Indiana Pacers beat the
Brooklyn Nets 123-94. The
WNBA has approved expan-
sion teams in Cleveland,
Detroit and Philadelphia
and will become an 18-team
league by 2030. The

sion in recent years with the
Golden State Valkyries join-
ing in 2025 while the Toronto
Tempo and the Portland
Fire are set to follow this
year. The new season starts
on 8 May and its regular sea-
son will run to 24 September.
The sides are third and sec-
ond respectively in
the standings,

with  two
matches
Bronny left  to
James passed to play
parent LeBron for the inthe
first son-to-father assist in lieful:
NBA history as the Los sea-
Angeles Lakers beat the son.
Golden State Warriors The

Cleveland 119-103.

franchise

will be the Toronto
first to make Raptors tri-
their debut in the umphed  128-
competition - they will - 114 against the
Miami Heat while the

appear in 2028 - while Detroit
and Philadelphia will follow
in 2029 and 2030 respectively.
The WNBA has gone
through a period of expan-

Houston Rockets won 113-
102 against Philadelphia
76ers to
chances of a play-off place.

solidify their
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Stojsavljevic, 17, wins as GB
take charge in BJK Cup

Teenager Mika
Stojsavljevic stunned
Talia Gibson, ranked more
than 200 places above her,
in straight sets as Great
Britain took a 2-0 lead over
Australia in the Billie
Jean King Cup. The world
number 275, making her
debut in the competition,
defeated Gibson, 56th in
the WTA rankings, 7-6 (7-4)
7-5 in the opening singles
match in  Melbourne.
Harriet Dart, ranked 173rd
in the world, then fought
back from a set down to
beat Kimberly Birrell 4-6 6-
3 6-3 in a little under two
and a half hours. A dou-
bles and two reverse sin-
gles follow on Saturday,
with Great Britain only
needing to win one match
to advance to the eight-
team finals in Shenzhen,
China, in September. The
losers face a play-off in
November. Stojsavljevic,
17, is the second-lowest
ranked player in a Great
Britain team missing
Emma Raducanu, Sonay
Kartal, Katie Boulter, and
Fran Jones — all of whom

are ranked inside the
world's top 100 for singles.
But the 2024 US Open jun-
ior champion, described
by Great Britain captain
Anne Keothavong as "not
your average 17-year-old",
was unfazed by her under-
dog status and the
Australian crowd, holding
her nerve to clinch the
first set in a tie-break after
letting a 3-1 lead slip. She
later saved five break
points in the penultimate
game of the match before
converting her first match
point. "It feels amazing. I
can't believe it. I can't even
remember the last point,"

Stojsavljevic said. "I had
amazing support from the
side and managed to get
through. "Going into it, I
knew she'd have the home
ground. I'm grateful to the
people supporting GB
today. "It was a good
match. We have very simi-
lar games, both quite
aggressive, so I'm happy I
got through it."
Keothavong added: "She's
not your average 17-year-
old. For some, it can be
overwhelming, but I think
for Mika, she's really
taken it into her stride. I
also have to credit her
team-mates.

Lucknow Super Giants Bring In South African
All-Rounder To Replace Rs 2 Crore Star

Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) have signed Protea
all-rounder George Linde
as a replacement for
Wanindu Hasaranga, who
has been ruled out of the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026. Hasaranga was
signed by LSG for INR 2
crore at the auction but
has been sidelined due to a
hamstring injury he sus-
tained in Sri Lanka's open-
ing game of the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup 2026.
Linde, a left-handed bat-
ting all-rounder who
bowls slow left-arm ortho-
dox, has represented
South Africa in 3 Tests, 4
ODIs and 37 T20Is. In
T20Is, Linde has scored
403 runs and picked up 35
wickets. He brings exten-
sive experience in the

shortest format, having
played 250 T20 matches.
This will be his maiden
stint in the IPL. He will
join LSG at his reserve
price of INR 1 crore.

"We are preparing for the
fact that he isn't going to
be able to join us. We are

looking at replacements,
that should be announced
in 24-48 hours,” LSG's
Director of Cricket Tom
Moody had said during the
game at the Eden Gardens
on Thursday, which LSG
won by three wickets on
the last ball.

His recent T20 game came
in the bilateral series
against New Zealand last
month, where he picked
up only one wicket in four
innings. Linde, 34, was in
the Proteas squad for the
Men's T20 World Cup and
has also been part of fran-
chise leagues such as
SA20, the Hundred, Major
League Cricket, and the
PSL.

In all, he has taken 218
wickets in 250 T20s at an
economy rate of 7.42. He
now joins the Rishabh
Pant-led side at his base
price of Rs 1 crore. LSG
will next face Gujarat
Titans (GT) at their home
ground BRSABV Ekana
Cricket Stadium in
Lucknow on Sunday after-
noon.

Ex-India Star's Daughter Asks For Meeting
With Gill, Gets Lesson On Humility

TE DELHI CAPITALS
= ®

A sweet conversation
between former Indian
cricket team wicket-keeper
batter Wriddhiman Saha
and daughter Anvi has gone
viral on social media. In a

video posted by
Wriddhiman's wife Romi
Mitra, Wriddhiman

responded to repeated
requests from his daughter
about meeting Shubman
Gill. Incidentally, Gill was
Wriddhiman's teammate
during their time in IPL side
Gujarat Titans. "You want to
meet Shubman Gill? Ok! But
like everyone else, you'll
have to wait in line and meet
him. No unfair advantage
will be given," he responded
to Anvi's requests. While
Anvi reminded her father
that he was a star who
shared the dressing room

with  Gill, erddhlman
quickly responded that it
was in the past. Wriddhiman
earned a lot of respect dur-
ing his playing days and is
considered a major name in
the history of Bengal cricket.
Mohammed Shami congrat-
ulated Wriddhiman Saha for

leaving an ‘indelible mark'
on the game of cricket after
the wicket-keeper batter
retired from all forms of
cricket. Saha received a
guard of honour from his
teammates on the second
day of their Ranji Trophy
match against Punjab at

Eden Gardens back in
February 2025. “Today we
bid farewell to a true legend
of Indian cricket,
Wriddhiman Saha. His bril-
liant glove work and count-
less memorable moments,
both on and off the field,
have left an indelible mark.
From the Ranji Trophy to
the national team, his dedi-
cation and passion have
inspired us all. Wishing you
the best in your next chap-
ter, Wriddhiman. Your lega-
cy will continue to inspire
generations!" In 141 First-
Class matches, Saha has
scored 7,169 runs at an aver-
age of 48.68, including 14 cen-
turies and 44 fifties. The 40-
year-old last played for India
in December 2021 against
New Zealand at the
Wankhede Stadium.

Pakistan Selector Misbah Ul Haq Defends
Working With PSL Franchise Amid Controversy

The Pakistan Cricket Board's policy of
allowing its employees to work with fran-
chises in the Pakistan Super League has
come under scrutiny after former captain
Misbah ul Haq confirmed he was involved
with Peshawar Zalmi as consultant. The
PCB at the start of the PSL had stopped
Sarfaraz Ahmed and Wahab Riaz from
working with the Quetta Gladiators fran-
chise. The board said under its policy for-
mer players who were on the PCB payroll
were not allowed to work in the PSL in
any capacity as it was a conflict of inter-
est. But Misbah defended his involvement
with Peshawar Zalmi despite being a paid
national selector and batting consultant
with the PCB. "I had signed a contract
with Zalmi before I became national selec-
tor and I only work for them as consultant
on given days in a season," Misbah told
the media wearing the Peshawar Zalmi
kit. Asked how he got permission from the
PCB to work in the PSL when Sarfaraz
who was with him on the selection com-
mittee and Wahab were stopped from
working with Quetta Gladiators, Misbah
said his case was different and the PCB

can best explain this. Misbah who has also
remained the national team's head coach
and chief selector and has been in and out
of the PCB in some capacity since 2019
said as a national selector it was helpful
for him to work closely in the PSL and
watch the young players in action. "When
you watch and observe them up close and
see how they react to a particular situa-
tion it becomes easier for you to take deci-
sions as a national selector," he said.

Sanjiv Goenka's Father-Like Moment With LSG's
New Batting Sensatlon Mukul Choudhary

Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) owner Sanjiv
Goenka had a beautiful
moment on the field with
the team's new batting sen-
sation Mukul Choudhary
after the latter turned into
a match-winner in the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 clash against the
Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR). Goenka, who is
often seen supporting his
team from the sidelines,
had a lengthy discussion
with Mukul on the field
after the middle-order bat-
ter an unbeaten 54 off just
27 balls to take his team
past KKR's 181-run total in
a thrilling encounter at the
iconic Eden Gardens. In a
video that has surfaced on
social media, Goenka could
be seen appreciating
Mukul and cherishing his
performance the way a

father does. LSG Owner
Sanjiv Goenka with Mukul
Choudhary after nail-bit-
ing win After the game,
Mukul opened up on his
cricketing journey, reveal-
ing that he first took up the
sport when he was 12-13,
though his father wanted
him to become a cricketer,
even before he was born.
"Even before my dad got
married, it was his dream
that his son would play

cricket. Financial condi-
tion was not very good at
the start. I began playing at
12-13 years old. There were
not a lot of academies in
Jhunjhunu and then I
moved to Jaipur," he said.
Highlighting his efforts to
adapt to the evolving game,
he added, "I saw how much
T20 cricket is growing, so I
moved to Gurgaon (now
Gurugram) and stayed
there for 3-4 months."

Liverpool to sign Germany forward

Endemann in July

iverpool have eight Frauen-Bundesliga Women's World Cup quali-
L reached an agree- starts this season, as well fying  victories over
ment to sign  as netting in a 5-2 victory Slovenia and Norway in
Germany international over Manchester March. It is a

United in the
Women's

strong start
t 0

Vivien Endemann when
her contract expires at
Wolfsburg this summer.
The 24-year-old forward
will join on 1 July follow-
ing three seasons with
Wolfsburg and a seven-
year stay in her home-
land. Endemann has 17
senior international caps
for her country, scoring
three times, and was part
of the squad that won
bronze at the 2024
Olympic Games. She has
scored three goals and
provided three assists in

Liverpool
have reached an
agreement to sign
Germany international
Vivien Endemann when
her contract expires at
Wolfsburg
this summer.
Champions
League in
November.
Endemann was also on
the scoresheet in both of
Germany's most recent

Liverpool's
summer trans-

fer business, with the
club moving away from
the bottom of the Women's

Super League table this
season following a diffi-
cult start. They currently
sit 10th in the table, eight
points above bottom club
Leicester City, after a
bright second half of the
campaign and the arrival
of new players in January.
Gareth Taylor's side will
also compete in the
Women's FA Cup semi-
finals when they face
Brighton on 10 May (14:00
GMT kick-off). Endemann
previously spent two
years with SGS Essen and
SV Meppen before joining
two-time Women's
Champions League win-
ners Wolfsburg in 2023.

Easy Wins For Zeel Desai,
Sahaja Yamalapalli As India
Seal Tie Against Mongolia In

Billie Jean King Cup

India enjoyed a dominant
day at the office as Zeel
Desai secured a straight-sets
victory on her Billie Jean
King Cup debut against 15-
year-old Anu-Vjin Gantor
while Sahaja Yamalapalli
followed suit, winning with-
out dropping a game to seal
the tie against Mongolia in
the Asia/Oceania Group I
on Friday. Zeel drubbed her
rival 6-0 6-0 in mere 37 min-
utes before Sahaja
Yamlapalli trounced 32-
year-old Jargal Altansarnai
by an identical scoreline in
42 minutes at DLTA
Complex. It was not more
than a casual hitting session
for the home players as
unranked rival players did
not have the game to hurt
them. India take on Korea
on Saturday, the final day of
the competition, in their last
outing of the tournament,
and most likely, the hosts
will keep their place in
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Group I. The defeat against
Thailand put India in a spot
as it hurt their chances to
finish in top-two. The top
two sides in the six-team
event will progress to play-
offs while the bottom two
will be relegated to Group II.
Considering the inexperi-
ence of Gantor, who has
managed to win just one
game so far in the tourna-
ment, India captain Vishal
Uppal didn't mind putting in
Desai, giving her some
match practice. Clearly, the
unranked Gantor is not yet
ready to play at this level.
She has a lot to learn but
such defeats can be demoral-
ising too. Putting an
uncooked player at this level
could only be because of lack
of options. Gantor hardly
won a point on her own.
Only when Zeel made an
unforced error, the
Mongolian had a point to
her name.
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ADITYA DHAR, THE DIRECTOR OF “DHURANDHAR:

The Revenge,” shared a social
media post calling Prabhas a legend
and said he is eagerly waiting to

watch his film “Spirit”

he most celebrated
T filmmaker right
now Aditya Dhar
responded to a post
by director Sandeep
Reddy Vanga, who had
appreciated
“Dhurandhar: The
Revenge.” In his reply,
Aditya Dhar asked him to
convey his love
to “leg- R
end &

Prabhas.” Following this
interaction, discussions
have started about how
sensational a film would
be if Aditya Dhar and
Prabhas collaborated.
“Dhurandhar: The
Revenge” is creating a
storm at the box office,
having collected ?1680
crore worldwide so far.
Responding to criticism
from some in Bollywood
who labeled the film as
propaganda, director
Sandeep Reddy Vanga
made a strong state-
ment. He said that
those who make such
propaganda films are
the same people who
spread negativity
about honest films like
“Dhurandhar: The
Revenge,” which aim
to present the truth.
Thanking him for
his support,
Aditya Dhar

in theatres

Sandeep Reddy Vanga is
an inspiration for stand-
ing firmly by his beliefs
and creating content he
truly believes in.

For every film from Pink Elephant
Pictures, I ensure your heart and pocket
: Producer Niharika

are happy
Y

AKASA" film has
great longevity and
will run for a long
time, a cool breeze
in this hot summer for
families: Ravi Shankar
(Mythri Movies)*

"RaaKaaSaa" team
brought family audi-
ences back to theatres:
A ctor

Saba Qamar hits back at ‘drunk’ ;’f.j.-':

claims after viral dance clip

ollywood superstar
B Aamir Khan has
never shied away
from speaking about
his personal life, often
addressing his relation-
ships and struggles with
remarkable honesty. Over
the years, his journey, from
marriages to separations
has remained a subject of
keen interest among fans
and the media alike.<In a
latest interaction, the actor
once again opened up about
one of the most difficult
phases of his life which was
his first divorce from Reena
Dutta. Aamir revealed that
the emotional toll of the sep-
aration pushed him towards
alcohol, marking a drastic
shift from his otherwise dis-
ciplined lifestyle.
Speaking on Duologue with
Barun Das, Aamir shared
that he was a teetotaller
before the divorce.
However, the day Reena left

with their children proved
to be overwhelming. Left
alone and unable to cope
with his emotions, he
turned to alcohol for the
first time in a serious way.
Aamir said, “I was a teeto-
taller until I went through
my first divorce with Reena.
And then, on the first day
when she left with the kids,
and I was alone at home, 1
couldn’t handle my emo-
tions at that time. I had
never, I used to never drink
alcohol. I had drunk once or
twice for a couple of scenes,
but that was only because I
had to drink for the scene. I
mean, I was not into alcohol
at all.”

“That night, I had alcohol at
home to serve guests and all
that, so I started drinking.
And for the next one and a
half years, I drank almost a
bottle a night. Now that’s
really extreme, from a per-
son who was a teetotaller to

someone who consumes a
bottle a night is very
extreme,” he added.
Aamir also reflected
on how deeply the
separation affected 4
him emotionally,
making it one of
the lowest points 5
in his life. Aamir
Khan married
Reena Dutta in
1986 at the age
of 21, and the
couple part-
ed ways i
2002 afte
16 years o
marriage.
He late
married
filmmake
Kiran Rao
in 2005, and
the two
announced
their sepa-
ration i
2021.

Brahmaji The Raakaasa
Blockbuster Distributors
Success Meet unfolded as
a vibrant and celebrato-
ry gathering, bringing
together  distributors,
exhibitors, and the core
team behind one of the
season’s most consistent
theatrical successes.
With the film continuing
its strong run across
centres and holding a
significant number
of screens into its
second week,
.~ Raakaasa is not
only sustaining
momentum but
actively
expanding
its  reach,
m o s t
. notably
with a
7100
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SANJAY DUTT- ONLY
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flat ticket pricing initia-
tive across single
screens in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
from April 10.

What makes this phase
particularly significant
is the nature of its
growth. Beyond num-
bers, the film has evolved
into a clear audience-
driven success, with fam-
ily audiences emerging
as the primary force
behind its theatrical
momentum. Positioned
as a light-hearted, acces-
sible entertainer,
Raakaasa has created a
strong connect across
age groups, where chil-
dren engage with its
imaginative elements
and adults respond to its
humour, resulting in
repeat footfalls and a sta-
ble, sustained run across
centres.

& %
]
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Rakshasapuram will captivate audiences as
a unique crime thriller; releasing at the end
of this month - Presenter K.S. Rama Rao

Creative Commercials banner and is gear-
ing up for a grand Telugu release soon.
During a recent event held at FNCC,
Hyderabad, producer K.S. Rama Rao
shared the highlights of the film.

Prominent Producer K.S. Rama Rao said:
My career began with a dubbed film. I
released the movie Erra Gulabeelu, star-
ring Kamal Haasan, in Telugu, and it
became a massive success. Now, after a
brief hiatus, I am once again bringing a
movie titled Rakshasapuram to the Telugu
audience under our Creative Commercials
banner. Director Ravi Saranga has bril-
liantly crafted this film as a unique crime
thriller. It was produced by my friend Ravi
Varma. I was personally thrilled after
watching this movie. I called producer
Ravi Varma and told him that I would
release this film in
Telugu.

enowned producer K.S. Rama Rao is
bringing the Kannada superhit film
Rakkasapuradol, starring Raj B.
Shetty, to the Telugu audience under
the title Rakshasapuram The film is pro-
duced by K. Ravi Varma under the K.N.
Entertainments banner and directed by
Ravi Saranga. Presented by K.S. Rama
Rao, the movie is being released under the

R

Jayaho Janardhana title poster launch by
visionary director Sampath Nandi

T he movie Jayaho
Janardhana is being

produced by
Panuganti Sarath Reddy
as the producer and direc-
tor under the banner of
Panuganti Productions.
Naresh Vasam and
Ramyashree are playing
the lead roles in this film
and 30 Years Prithvi,

Roller Raghu, Chalaki
Chanti, Maim Madhu,
Dayananda Reddy,
Jabardast Raghava,
Jabardast Apparao,
Jabardast Rajamouli,

Patas Praveen, Nemali
Raju, BVM Sivashankar
are playing other impor-
tant roles in this film.
Nandamuri Hari is the edi-
tor of this movie, Vijay
Tagore is the cameraman,
Bhupathi Yadagiri is the
director and Charan

Arjun has given the
music. Recently, the
poster launch of this

movie was done by vision-
ary director Sampath
Nandi. Producer and
director Panuganti Sarath
Reddy said that this film is
being produced as a love

commercial
drama.

After the poster launch,
Sampath Nandi Garu said:
He congratulated the pro-
ducer, director Panuganti
Sarath Reddy and the
movie team and wished
this movie a good success.

comedy

[ turned into an alcoholic’: Aamir
Khan shares painful post-divorce story

ollywood superstar

Aamir Khan has

never shied away

from speaking about
his personal life, often
addressing his relationships
and struggles with remark-
able honesty. Over the years,
his journey, from marriages
to separations has remained
a subject of keen interest
among fans and the media
alike.<In a latest interaction,
the actor once again opened
up about one of the most dif-
ficult phases of his life which
was his first divorce from
Reena Dutta. Aamir
revealed that the emotional
toll of the separation pushed
him towards alcohol, mark-
ing a drastic shift from his
otherwise disciplined

lifestyle.

Speaking on Duologue with
Barun Das, Aamir shared
that he was a teetotaller
before the divorce. However,
the day Reena left with their
children proved to be over-
whelming. Left alone and
unable to cope with his emo-
tions, he turned to alcohol
for the first time in a serious
way. Aamir said, “I was a
teetotaller until I went
through my first divorce
with Reena. And then, on the
first day when she left with
the kids, and I was alone at
home, I couldn’t handle my
emotions at that time. I had
never, I used to never drink
alcohol. I had drunk once or
twice for a couple of scenes,
but that was only because I

married filmmaker Kiran
Rao in 2005, and the two
announced their sep-
aration
2021.

had to drink for the scene. I
mean, I was not into alcohol
atall.”

“That night, I had alcohol at
home to serve guests and all
that, so I started drinking.
And for the next one and a
half years, I drank almost a
bottle a night. Now that’s
really extreme, from a per-
son who was a teetotaller to
someone who consumes a
bottle a night is very
extreme,” he added. Aamir
also reflected on how deeply
the separation affected him
emotionally, making it one
of the lowest points in his
life. Aamir Khan married
Reena Dutta in 1986 at the
age of 21, and the couple
parted ways in 2002 after 16
years of marriage. He later
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