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Trump says Iran talks could 
resume 'over next two days' as 

ships pass Hormuz Strait 
despite US blockade

Ram Charan Stuns with His 
Monstrous Wet Look

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

13- 04-2026
Total pilgrims: 72,724
Tonsures:  31,786
Hundi kanukalu: 4.59CR 
Waiting Compartments... 
Outside line at ATGH.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 18 H

AMIT SHAH PROMISES 

POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR 

NORTH BENGAL HILLS

Kolkata TSIT): Union home min-
ister Amit Shah stated that if the 
Bharatiya Janata Party comes to 
power in the upcoming West 
Bengal Assembly Elections, it will 

work towards a last-
ing political resolu-
tion for the hill 
regions of 
Darjeeling, 

Kurseong, and Kalimpong without 
separating them from the state.
Addressing a public rally in 
Gangarampur in West Dinajpur 
district, Shah said the proposed 
solution would address the long-
standing demands of the Gorkha 
community while keeping the hills 
within West Bengal. 

2,926 CANDIDATES IN 

FRAY FOR BENGAL POLLS

KOLKATA (TSIT): A total of 2,926 can-
didates remain in the fray for the 
upcoming West Bengal assembly elec-
tions following the completion of the 
nomination withdrawal process, the 
Election Commission said on Tuesday. 
According to an official press note 
issued by the poll panel, 1,478 candi-
dates will contest in 152 constituencies 
in the first phase, while 1,448 candidates 
are in the race for 142 constituencies 
going to polls in the second phase.The 
last date for filing nominations for the 
second phase was April 9, with scrutiny 
held on April 10 and withdrawals per-
mitted till April 13.
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PM Modi, US Prez Trump hold 40-minute call on 
West Asia crisis; stress secure Hormuz, review ties

Hyderabad (TSIT): Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Tuesday called for a 
pro-rata approach in the pro-
posed increase of Assembly 
and Parliament seats, warn-
ing that the current formula 
could lead to injustice for 
Southern states.Speaking at 
the 135th birth anniversary 
celebrations of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar, the Chief Minister 
expressed concern that a uni-
form 50% increase in seats 
would adversely affect repre-
sentation, particularly for 
women, SCs, and STs in the 
South.Alleging that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party is 
attempting to reduce the polit-
ical representation of 
Southern states through 
delimitation, he called for a 
united and sustained struggle 
to protect federal balance.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s focus on social jus-
tice, Revanth Reddy said ini-
tiatives aimed at Dalit 
empowerment and welfare 
are being implemented 
across sectors. He criticised 
the previous Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi regime, alleging it 
failed to honour Dr. 
Ambedkar during its tenure.

He also took a swipe at 
former Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao, stating 

that his absence from 
Assembly sessions reflected 
disregard for democratic 
institutions.

The Chief Minister urged 
Dalit communities to sup-
port inclusive governance 
and reject divisive politics, 

highlighting schemes such 
as Indiramma housing, 
enhanced hostel diet charg-
es, and the establishment of 
Young India Integrated 
Schools and Telangana 
Public Schools.

Describing Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar as 
the “two eyes of the nation,” 
he said their ideals continue 
to guide governance and 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to democracy, 
social justice, and inclusive 
development.

CM Revanth seeks pro-rata seat 
increase, flags injustice to South

■ Highlighting social 
justice, the CM said the 
present government 
has accorded top 
priority to Dalit 
empowerment, 
ensuring 
representation and 
welfare measures 
across sectors. He 
criticized the previous 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) regime, alleging 
that its leaders never 
paid homage to Dr. 
Ambedkar during their 
decade-long rule.

HIGHLIGHT POINT:

CM REVANTH WRITES TO PM MODI, 
Seeks All-Party Meet on Delimitation; Proposes ‘Hybrid Model’

Hyderabad, TSIT: Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
has written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, urging the Union 
Government to hold wide-ranging 
consultations and convene an all-
party meeting on the proposed 
delimitation of parliamentary con-
stituencies.In his letter, the Chief 
Minister stressed that decisions of 
such national importance must be 
taken only after building broad con-
sensus among all states and politi-
cal parties, particularly to ensure 
fairness for southern states.

He pointed out that delimitation, 
women’s reservation, and the pro-
posed increase in Lok Sabha seats 
are being wrongly viewed as inter-
linked issues, creating confusion 

among the public. He clarified that 
these should be treated separately.
Revanth Reddy reaffirmed support 
for the Women’s Reservation Bill 
and called for the immediate imple-
mentation of 33% reservation for 
women in the existing 543 Lok 

Sabha seats, along with similar pro-
visions in State Assemblies.On 
delimitation, he noted that previ-
ous exercises were conducted by 
redrawing constituency boundar-
ies without increasing the total 
number of seats, suggesting that a 
similar approach could be followed 
now.Expressing concern over pro-
posals to expand Lok Sabha seats to 
around 850, he warned that a purely 
population-based (pro-rata) model 
would disproportionately disadvan-
tage southern states like Telangana, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala, and Puducherry—
states that have achieved better 
population control and human 
development outcomes.He also 
highlighted existing disparities in 

central fund allocations, stating 
that increasing seats on a popula-
tion basis could further deepen 
political and economic imbalances.
As an alternative, the Chief 
Minister proposed a “Hybrid 
Model”, under which:

50% of additional seats would be 
allocated based on population, and 
50% based on economic contribu-
tion and development indicators.
He said this balanced approach 
would ensure fair representation 
while safeguarding the interests of 
progressive states.Calling for inclu-
sive dialogue, Revanth Reddy urged 
the Prime Minister to initiate dis-
cussions to arrive at a solution that 
upholds federal balance, unity, and 
democratic fairness.

Centre tables Constitution 
Amendment Bill to expand 
Lok Sabha to 850 seats

New Delhi (TSIT): The Union gov-
ernment has proposed increasing the 
strength of the Lok Sabha from 543 to 
850 members through The 
Constitution (One Hundred and 
Thirty First Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
to be taken up during a special ses-
sion of Parliament on April 16 and 17. 
Under the proposed amendment to 
Article 81, a maximum of 815 mem-
bers will be chosen from states, with 
not more than 35 members to be cho-
sen from Union Territories (UT).The 
Bill also proposes amending 
Article 82, which currently gov-
erns the readjustment of parlia-
mentary constituencies following 
each Census. The proposed amend-
ment seeks to delete the existing 
proviso mandating that the next 
delimitation exercise be carried 
out based on the first Census con-
ducted after 2026, thereby allowing 
delimitation to proceed before the 
2026-27 Census is completed. 
Alongside the Constitution 
Amendment Bill, the Centre is also 
moving the Delimitation Bill, 2026, 
to repeal and replace the 
Delimitation Act, 2002.

China warns US against interference as 
Hormuz blockade tensions escalate

Beijing, Apr 14 (TSIT): 
China has issued a strong 
warning to the United States 
over its decision to impose a 
blockade in the Strait of 
Hormuz, urging Washington 
not to interfere in Beijing’s 
trade and energy ties with 
Iran.Chinese Defence 
Minister Dong Jun on Monday 
said that China would contin-
ue to honour its agreements 
with Tehran, asserting that 
Chinese vessels would keep 
operating in the region despite 
escalating tensions.

“Our ships are moving in 
and out of the waters of the 

Strait of Hormuz. We have 
trade and energy agree-
ments with Iran. We will 
respect and honour those 
agreements and expect oth-
ers not to interfere in our 
affairs,” he said.

He also maintained that 
Iran controls the strait and 
that it remains open for 
Chinese shipping.

The warning comes after 
the United States Central 
Command enforced a naval 
blockade, leading to disrup-
tions in maritime move-
ment. At least two oil and 
chemical tankers were 

reportedly forced to turn 
back, including a vessel 
bound for China that 
reversed course shortly after 
the blockade took effect.

The Strait of Hormuz 
remains a critical energy 
corridor for China, supply-
ing nearly 40 per cent of its 
oil and around 30 per cent of 
its LNG requirements. Any 
disruption in the region has 
significant implications for 
global energy markets.

US President Donald 
Trump announced that ves-
sels entering or leaving 
Iranian ports would be 
stopped, warning that any 
Iranian naval craft 
approaching US ships 
would be “eliminated.” 

CENTCOM stated that 
the blockade would be 
enforced impartially on 
vessels of all nations oper-
ating in and around Iranian 
ports, including those 
along the Arabian Gulf and 
Gulf of Oman. The develop-
ment follows the collapse of 
recent talks between the 
US and Iran, which were 
aimed at reaching a broad-
er agreement after a tem-
porary ceasefire, further 
heightening tensions in 
the region.

Samrat Choudhary 
elected BJP legislative 
party leader, set to be 
next Bihar CM

Rahul targets TMC, alleges corruption, 
violence and political collusion in Bengal
Kolkata, Apr 14 (TSIT): Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi launched a 
sharp attack on the Trinamool 
Congress during his first campaign 
rally in Raiganj ahead of the state 
Assembly elections.

The Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha accused the TMC 
of indirectly strengthening the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in the 
state, alleging that the ruling par-
ty’s governance failures were cre-
ating space for the BJP’s growth.

Gandhi claimed that despite cen-
tral fund cuts and stalled welfare 
schemes such as MGNREGA, the 
BJP was not financially supporting 
West Bengal, while blaming the 

TMC for misgovernance. He also 
alleged that both national and state-
level politics had failed Bengal, 
though for different reasons.

Launching a broader attack on 
corruption, he referred to past 
scandals such as the Saradha and 
Rose Valley chit fund cases, as well 

as allegations involving coal smug-
gling, illegal mining, and what he 
described as a “syndicate system” 
and “goon tax” affecting transport 
and trade sectors.He further 
alleged that corruption benefits 
only a small network within the 
ruling party, while ordinary citi-
zens see little development. 
According to him, promises of 
large-scale job creation made in 
2021 had not materialised, pointing 
to rising unemployment applica-
tions as evidence of economic dis-
tress in the state.Raising concerns 
about governance and law and 
order, Gandhi referred to incidents 
of political violence.

'Final warning': Stalin threatens 
massive agitation over delimitation

Chennai (TSIT): Issuing a direct 
warning to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin cau-
tioned that the state will launch a 
massive agitation if the Union 
government proceeds with the 
proposed delimitation exercise 
that could reduce its parliamen-
tary representation.

In a strongly worded video mes-
sage posted on X, Stalin ques-
tioned the rationale behind the 
move, particularly in the context 
of southern states like Tamil 
Nadu that have successfully 
implemented population control 
measures."Is delimitation a pun-
ishment for Tamil Nadu, which 
succeeded in population control?" 
he asked, warning that the state 
would resist what he described as 
an impending "injustice at its 
doorstep".Stalin alleged that the 
Centre is attempting to push 
ahead with the delimitation pro-
cess without consulting states, 
calling it a unilateral decision 
that undermines the federal struc-
ture. He stressed that Tamil Nadu 

would not remain passive if its 
political voice is weakened. "If the 
Union government proceeds with 
this exercise, Tamil Nadu will 
undertake a massive protest," he 
said, adding that the issue goes 
beyond electoral considerations. 
"For us, elections and governance 
are secondary -- policy and self-
respect come first," Stalin assert-
ed, underlining the emotional and 
political weight of the issue.

The Chief Minister also expressed 
concern over the timing and manner 
in which a possible parliamentary ses-
sion may be convened to take forward 
the process. Referring to reports of a 
special sitting, he remarked that the 
Parliament may not be convened in 
the usual manner and could instead be 
"forcibly brought together", suggest-
ing a lack of transparency.Stalin fur-
ther warned that if any move affecting 
state representation is introduced dur-
ing the session, Tamil Nadu would 
respond with full-scale protests. He 
reiterated that the Centre has not 
sought the views of states like Tamil 
Nadu before attempting to implement 
such a critical exercise. In a striking 
escalation, Stalin cautioned that the 
Union government would witness "a 
Tamil Nadu it has never seen before" if 
delimitation is imposed.Invoking the 
legacy of the Dravidian movement, he 
said the country may once again see a 
resurgence of the kind of political 
resistance associated with the DMK in 
the 1950s and 1960s.

New Delhi, Apr 14: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
US President Donald Trump 
held a nearly 40-minute tele-
phone conversation on 
Tuesday, April 14, reviewing 
bilateral ties and discussing 
escalating tensions in West 
Asia following the collapse of 
US-Iran peace talks.

Sharing details of the 
interaction, Modi said in a 
post on X, “Received a call 
from my friend President 
Donald Trump. We reviewed 
the substantial progress 
achieved in our bilateral 
cooperation in various sec-
tors. We are committed to 
further strengthening our 
Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership in all 
areas. We also discussed the 
situation in West Asia and 
stressed the importance of 
keeping the Strait of Hormuz 
open and secure.”

During the conversation, 
both leaders underscored the 
strategic importance of keep-
ing the Strait of Hormuz 
open and secure, particular-
ly in light of recent develop-
ments in the region.

The discussion came after 
the United States ordered a 
blockade of ships entering or 
leaving Iranian ports and 
coastal areas in the Gulf fol-

lowing the failure of peace 
talks over the weekend. 
President Trump also 
warned that any Iranian ves-
sels attempting to challenge 
the blockade would be 
destroyed.

According to US ambassa-
dor to India Sergio Gor, the 
call concluded on a personal 
note, with Trump telling 
Modi, “I just want you to 
know we all love you.”

This marked the third con-
versation between the two 
leaders this year. They had 
earlier spoken on February 2 
regarding progress on a 
bilateral trade agreement 
and again on March 24 to 
review the evolving situa-
tion in West Asia. It also 
comes amid heightened ten-
sions following US and 
Israeli strikes on Iran on 

February 28.The latest 
engagement follows nearly 
21 hours of direct negotia-
tions between the United 
States and Iran in Islamabad, 
which ended without any 
breakthrough, casting fresh 
uncertainty over a fragile 
two-week ceasefire. Both 
sides blamed each other for 
the deadlock.

US officials maintained 
that the talks collapsed 
after Iran refused to com-
mit to abandoning its 
nuclear programme. “We 
need to see an affirmative 
commitment that they will 
not seek a nuclear weapon, 
and they will not seek the 
tools that would enable 
them to quickly achieve a 
nuclear weapon,” US vice 
president J D Vance said 
after the talks.
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Service above all: Manoj Sinha 

applauds community kitchen 

initiative in Jammu
Jammu, Apr 14: In Jammu, 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha reaffirmed the importance 
of: compassion and public ser-
vice, stating that helping those in 
need is the highest responsibility 
one can uphold. He was speaking 
during an event marking the 
enhancement of Apna 
Bhojanalaya, a community 
kitchen operated by Sewa Bharti 
with support from Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank and other con-
tributors. The upgraded facility 
aims to expand its reach and 
continue providing meals to the 
underprivileged.

Sharing his thoughts, Sinha 
praised the organisation’s con-
sistent commitment to social 
welfare. He highlighted that ini-
tiatives like Apna Bhojanalaya 
not only address hunger but also 
restore dignity and reinforce a 
sense of community. 
Strengthening such efforts, he 
noted, ultimately contributes to 
building a more compassionate 
and inclusive society.

Founded in 1979 by Balasaheb 
Deoras, Sewa Bharti has grown 
into a major non-governmental 
organisation focused on empow-
ering disadvantaged sections of 
society. Its work spans across 

education, healthcare, and skill 
development, particularly in 
underserved areas known as 
Sewa Bastis.

The organisation runs kinder-
gartens, student hostels, and 
coaching centres to support edu-
cation among economically 
weaker groups. In the healthcare 
sector, it operates mobile clinics 
and organises medical camps to 
reach those with limited access to 
services. Additionally, Sewa 
Bharti promotes self-reliance by 

offering vocational training pro-
grams, including typing and 
shorthand courses for youth. 
With a strong emphasis on wom-
en’s empowerment, the NGO also 
establishes sewing and tailoring 
centres to help women gain finan-
cial independence. Functioning 
through an extensive volunteer 
network, Sewa Bharti is part of 
the larger Rashtriya Sewa 
Bharati framework, continuing 
its mission of grassroots-level 
social transformation.

Noida unrest ‘well-planned con-

spiracy’, 300 arrested; Pakistan link 

under probe: UP minister

Noida, Apr 14: Uttar Pradesh 
Labour Minister Anil Rajbhar on 
Monday termed the violence dur-
ing workers’ protests in Noida a 
“well-planned conspiracy,” add-
ing that agencies are probing a 
possible Pakistan link in light of 
recent terror-related arrests in 
the region.

The minister said preliminary 
findings suggest the unrest may 
have been aimed at disrupting 
law and order and development in 
the state. He noted that four sus-
pected terrorists were recently 
arrested from Noida and Meerut, 
with alleged links to handlers 
based in Pakistan, strengthening 
suspicions of a broader conspira-
cy.Rajbhar’s remarks came after 
protests by factory workers 
demanding a wage hike turned 
violent across several areas, 

including Phase-2, Sector 60, 
Sector 62 and Sector 84. Incidents 
of arson, vandalism and stone-
pelting were reported, with vehi-
cles torched, property damaged 
and traffic severely affected.

Police deployed heavy force 
and used tear gas to disperse 
crowds and restore control. 
Authorities have arrested around 
300 people in connection with the 
violence, while over 100 others 
have been detained for question-
ing. CCTV footage from factories 
is being scanned to identify those 
involved.

The minister further alleged 
that the unrest may have been 
intended to disrupt a programme 
of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
in Muzaffarnagar, accusing “anti-
national forces” of attempting to 
create instability.

Samrat Choudhary elected 
BJP legislative party leader, 

set to be next Bihar CM

Patna, April 14 : In a 
major political develop-
ment, Samrat Choudhary 
has been elected as the lead-
er of the BJP legislative 
party, paving the way for 
him to become the next 
Chief Minister of Bihar. The 
decision was taken during a 
crucial BJP legislative party 
meeting held on Tuesday at 
the party’s state headquar-
ters on Veer Chand Patel 
Path in Patna. The meeting 
was presided over by Union 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, who had been 
appointed as the central 
observer by the party lead-
ership.Senior leaders, 
including BJP National 
President Nitin Nabin, B. L. 
Santosh, and Bhikhu Bhai 
Dalsaniya, were also pres-

ent during the meeting.
Deputy Chief Minister 

Vijay Kumar Sinha pro-
posed the name of Samrat 
Choudhary as the leader of 
the BJP legislative party 
leader and it was supported 
by former Deputy Chief 
Minister Renu Devi. With 
consensus achieved across 
the party, Samrat 
Choudhary is set to lead the 
BJP and the government of 
Bihar.This development sig-
nals the beginning of a new 
political chapter in Bihar, 
marking the transition from 
the era of Nitish Kumar to a 
new leadership under 
Samrat Choudhary. Earlier 
in the day, Nitish Kumar 
officially resigned as Chief 
Minister after chairing his 
final cabinet meeting.

EC sets up dedicated helpline for West 
Bengal voters ahead of polls

Kolkata, Apr 13: In a move to 
ensure smooth and peaceful 
elections, the Election 
Commission of India has 
launched a dedicated toll-free 
helpline and email service for 
voters in West Bengal to report 
any law-and-order concerns 
directly.

Apart from the existing 
nationwide helpline (1950), a 
special number—18003450008—
has been introduced specifical-
ly for the upcoming West 
Bengal Assembly elections. 
Voters can also lodge com-
plaints via a dedicated email ID 
set up for the purpose.

The initiative is aimed at 
enabling citizens to promptly 
report incidents such as 
threats, intimidation, violence, 
or interference with polling 
agents.

State Chief Electoral Officer 
Manoj Agrawal said the 
Commission has already begun 
receiving complaints related to 

law and order, prompting the 
need for a more direct and 
responsive communication 
channel. He assured that every 

complaint would be investigat-
ed and appropriate action 
taken.

Reaffirming its commitment 

to free and fair elections, the 
Commission has already 
deployed central security forc-
es across the state. These forces 
are conducting route marches 
in sensitive areas to build voter 
confidence ahead of polling.

Senior officials, including 
district magistrates, police 
superintendents, and force 
coordinators, have jointly 
appealed to citizens to partici-
pate in the voting process with-
out fear. They have also issued 
strict warnings to potential 
troublemakers, stating that any 
attempt to disrupt polling—
through booth capturing, 
intimidation, or harassment—
will invite stringent legal 
action.Authorities emphasised 
that the elections will be con-
ducted in a manner that is free 
from violence, coercion, 
inducement, and malpractice, 
ensuring that voters can exer-
cise their democratic rights 
safely and confidently.

'Modiji aapka swagat hai' 
echoes in Dehradun as 
people welcome PM

Dehradun, April 14 : 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was 
warmly welcomed by 
an enthusiastic crowd 
during a roadshow in 
Dehradun on Tuesday, 
following his arrival in 
Uttarakhand to inaugu-
rate the Delhi-
Dehradun Economic 
Corridor.Large num-
bers of people gathered 
along the sides of the 
road, chanting phrases 
such as "Modiji aapka 
swagat hai," "Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai," and 
"Modi, Modi," while 
waving the Tricolour 
and the BJP flag.

Dressed in tradition-
al attire from 
Uttarakhand, women 

and children also lined 
the route to greet the 
Prime Minister as his 
convoy passed by the 
excited crowd. Earlier, 
PM Modi offered 
prayers at the Jai Maa 
Daat Kali Temple in 
Dehradun. During his 
visit, he was welcomed 
by children dressed in 
traditional attire who 
performed the Durga 
Devi Stotram. He also 
interacted with other 
devotees present at the 
temple. The Prime 
Minister also reviewed 
the Wildlife corridor on 
the elevated section of 
the Delhi-Dehradun 
Economic Corridor in 
Uttar Pradesh's 
Saharanpur.

During this, Union 
Highways and 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Minister Nitin Gadkari, 
UP Governor 
Anandiben Patel, UP 
Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, and Deputy 
CMs Keshav Pradad 
Maurya and Brajesh 
Pathak were also pres-
ent.

An exhibition show-
casing the construction 
procedure of the wild-
life corridor was pre-
sented, and the officials 
briefed the Prime 
Minister about the proj-
ect. PM Modi also held 
a roadshow along the 
Wildlife Corridor in 
Saharanpur. A large 
crowd gathered along 
the road to catch a 
glimpse of the Prime 
Minister as he waved 
back at them.

Many attendees wore 
costumes and per-
formed traditional folk 
dances to welcome the 
Prime Minister.

Later, the Prime 
Minister will inaugu-
rate the Delhi-
Dehradun Economic 
Corridor at a public 
function in Dehradun 
and address the gather-
ing on the occasion.

India's passenger vehicle sales jump  pc in March: Report
New Delhi, April 14 : 

Domestic passenger vehicle 
dispatches to dealers 
increased by 16 per cent 
(year-on-year) to 4,42,460 
units in March, driven by 
improved demand and 
inventory build-up at deal-
erships, according to data 
released by the Society of 
Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SIAM) on 
Tuesday.Passenger vehicle 
wholesales had stood at 

3,81,358 units in March last 
year. Two-wheeler dispatch-
es also recorded strong 
growth, increasing 19.3 per 
cent to 19,76,128 units last 

month compared to 16,56,939 
units in the corresponding 
period a year ago, the indus-
try body said in a statement.

Similarly, three-wheeler 

dispatches rose 21.4 per cent 
year-on-year to 76,273 units 
in March, up from 62,813 
units in March 2025.
Moreover, domestic passen-
ger vehicle dispatches from 
companies to dealers had 
risen 10.6 per cent year-on-
year to 4,17,705 units in 
February, reflecting contin-
ued positive market senti-
ment, according to data 
from Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers.

CBI arrests absconding 
kidnap accused, files 

chargesheet in Rs  crore 
cyber fraud case

New Delhi, Apr 13: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 
Monday arrested a fugitive accused in a 
2014 abduction case, tracking him down 
in Surat after years on the run.

The accused, Bhola Singh—also 
known by aliases Gautam Kumar and 
Amit Sharma—was apprehended from 
his hideout where he had been living 
under a false identity. The case, involv-
ing the abduction of two residents from 
Kolkata, was handed over to the CBI by 
a High Court.Officials said Singh had 

been absconding since 2015 and is want-
ed in at least 11 cases registered by the 
Bihar Police, including charges of kid-
napping, attempted murder, murder, 
and possession of illegal arms and 
explosives. He was located in Surat 
using forged documents and arrested 
during a coordinated operation. 
Following his arrest, Singh was pro-
duced before a local court to secure 
transit remand to Kolkata, where he 
will be presented before a court for cus-
todial interrogation.In a separate devel-
opment, the CBI has also filed a 
chargesheet in a major cyber fraud case 
involving the alleged cheating of a 
Delhi-based senior citizen of nearly Rs 
23 crore.The case, transferred to the CBI 
on the directions of the Supreme Court 
of India, revolves around a “digital 
arrest” scam—a tactic where victims 
are intimidated using fake legal threats 
and impersonation of law enforcement 
officials through video calls.

Tejashwi Yadav slams Bihar govt, alleges remote control rule and poor governance
Patna, Apr 13: Rashtriya 

Janata Dal (Tejashwi Yadav) 
leader Tejashwi Yadav launched 
a strong attack on the ruling 
BJP-JD(U) alliance in Bihar on 
Monday, alleging widespread 
misgovernance and claiming 
that the state is effectively being 
controlled “from Gujarat.”

Speaking to IANS, Yadav 
accused the Bharatiya Janata 
Party and its ally Janata Dal 
(United) of failing to address 
Bihar’s long-standing develop-
mental challenges. He alleged 
that individuals aligned with 
the BJP were influencing the 
administration, including ele-
ments within the JD(U), con-
tributing to the current law and 
order situation. He asserted 
that people were aware of the 
prevailing issues but would 
respond politically in due 
course.

Yadav further criticised the 
government’s economic perfor-
mance, claiming that Bihar’s 
resources had been exhausted 
despite two decades of rule. He 

said the state continues to strug-
gle with poverty, low per capita 
income, weak education and 
healthcare systems, and a lack 
of industrial growth.

He also dismissed political 
attention on ministerial visits 
to the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence, stating that public con-
cerns such as unemployment, 
inflation, migration, and agri-
cultural distress were being 
ignored. According to him, gov-

ernance priorities have shifted 
away from people’s welfare.The 
RJD leader alleged administra-
tive stagnation, claiming that 
Cabinet meetings have not been 
held for months and that deci-
sion-making has slowed signifi-
cantly. He also pointed to rising 
crime and corruption, along 
with unmet electoral promises.

Commenting on reported 
changes in political posters fea-
turing Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar, he made a brief remark 
suggesting ongoing internal 
shifts within the ruling setup.

Reiterating his “remote con-
trol” allegation, Yadav claimed 
that real power in Bihar does 
not rest within the state leader-
ship and that decisions are 
influenced externally. He said 
successive governments over 
the past 20 years have failed to 
deliver meaningful develop-
ment.

Separately, he announced 
that the party’s student wing 
has been renamed from Chatra 
RJD (CRJD) to the Socialist 
Students Association of India 
(SSAI), citing compliance with a 
Supreme Court directive 
restricting political party activ-
ity in educational institutions.

On national politics, Yadav 
expressed confidence in West 
Bengal chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee, predicting her elec-
toral success and stating that 
his party would extend support 
to the Trinamool Congress in 
the state.
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Karnataka

Bengaluru : As Indian cities 
grapple with mounting water 
stress, PlumbexIndia 2026, 
India’s largest platform dedicat-
ed to water, plumbing and sanita-
tion, will bring together policy-
makers, industry leaders, engi-
neers and innovators in 
Bengaluru from 16th to 18th 
April at Bangalore International 
Exhibition Centre (BIEC), 
Bengaluru.

Organised by the Indian 
Plumbing Association, the event 
comes at a time when cities such 
as Bengaluru face acute pressure 
on water resources due to rapid 
urbanisation, groundwater 
depletion and ageing infrastruc-
ture.

The event will be inaugurated 
on 16th April by Dr. Ram Prasath 
Manohar, IAS, Chairman – 
Bangalore Water Supply & 
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) along 

with Mahesh Kumar Khaitan, 
Director, Sattva Group, who will 
grace the occasion as Chief 
Guests alongside other distin-
guished dignitaries.

With participation from over 
200 exhibitors, the event will 
serve as a national platform for 
discussing technologies, policies 
and practices that can help build 
resilient water systems for 
India’s expanding urban land-
scape.Government–Industry 
Collaboration for Water 
SecurityPlumbexIndia 2026 is 
supported by two key ministries 
of Government of India, the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs and the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti, highlighting the event’s 

alignment with national priori-
ties around sustainable urban 
development and water manage-
ment.

Experts from leading academic 
and industry institutions—
including the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), ICER, Biome 
Environmental Solutions, 
Brigade Group, Sobha Limited, 
YV Architects, Adithi Building 
Service Consultants, Geberit 
India, Chinoy Design, and the 
Indian Institute of Technology 
Tirupati—will come together 
with developers, architects, and 
infrastructure leaders. The dis-
cussions will focus on practical 
solutions, from water-efficient 
plumbing systems to sustainable 
building design, under the themes 
“Showcasing Women Leaders 
Shaping the Plumbing Sector” 
and “Engineering Water Security 
for a Future-Ready India.”

Bengaluru’s Water Stress Brings India’s Plumbing & Water 
Industry to the Forefront at PlumbexIndia 2026

Bengaluru : Union 
Minister H. D. 
Kumaraswamy stated 
that unemployment is 
rampant in the state and 
that the Karnataka Public 
Service Commission 
(KPSC), which is expected 
to conduct transparent 
recruitment, is mired in 
irregularities. He alleged 
that the present govern-
ment has not carried out 
even a single recruitment 
exercise. In such a situa-
tion, he asserted that 
unemployed youth must 
come out onto the streets 
and fight for their rights.

Addressing media rep-
resentatives at the party 
office, the Union Minister 
urged the youth to protest 
against the government 
and not to fear police 
cases, assuring them that 
it would be their responsi-
bility to fight and nullify 
such cases. He encour-
aged unemployed youth to 
stand firm and assert 
their rights.

He further stated that 
protests must be carried 
out across the entire state 
and not be confined to 
Dharwad alone. Clarifying 
that his remarks were not 
politically motivated, he 
said he was speaking out 
of concern and anguish 
after witnessing the plight 
of talented unemployed 
youth.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he remarked that 
while the Chief Minister 
continues to claim that 
KPSC will be “cleaned 
up,” the situation remains 
unchanged, with the insti-
tution deteriorating fur-
ther. He pointed out that 
circumstances have now 

forced unemployed youth 
to resort to street protests.

He alleged that those 
responsible for wrongdo-
ing within KPSC have not 
been held accountable, 
while attempts are being 
made to target individuals 
unjustly. He called upon 
students across the state 
to protest against what he 
termed a “failing govern-
ment,” stating that with-
out such resistance, jus-
tice would not be achieved. 
He also criticised the gov-
ernment for failing to ful-
fil its assurances of filling 
60,000–70,000 posts, and 
recalled that the current 
Chief Minister had, in 
2011, cancelled a recruit-
ment process conducted 
by KPSC. He questioned 
the extent of harassment 
being inflicted and 
accused the government 
of targeting individuals 
selectively. He called upon 
the youth to be prepared 
and to bring about change.

“Will be in Karnataka 
two days a week”

The Union Minister 
stated that he would not 
remain passive and would 
actively raise his voice in 
support of the people. He 
announced that he would 

henceforth spend two 
days every week in 
Karnataka, work towards 
strengthening the party 
organisation, and lead 
efforts in support of public 
causes.

He added candidly that 
the state would not wit-
ness progress under the 
present government, and 
asserted that development 
had taken place only dur-
ing his tenure. He empha-
sised the need to defeat 
the Congress in order to 
fulfil the aspirations of 
the people.

On Women’s 
Reservation

He stated that the full 
implementation of wom-
en’s reservation would 
significantly transform 
the political landscape. 
Under the leadership of 
Narendra Modi, 33% res-
ervation for women is 
being ensured. He further 
noted that following 
delimitation, Karnataka 
is expected to have 42 Lok 
Sabha constituencies, of 
which 33% would be 
reserved for women. He 
added that his party would 
provide greater encour-
agement and opportuni-
ties to women workers.

Unemployed youth must take to the 
streets and fight for their rights,” 

says H.D. Kumaraswamy YOKOHAMA, Japan (14 
April 2026): Nissan Motor 
Co., Ltd. today announced 
its long-term vision, 
“Mobility Intelligence for 
Everyday Life,” defining a 
customer-centric strategic 
direction. The vision inte-
grates mobility intelligence 
into everyday life through 
Nissan’s focus on 
AI-Defined Vehicles 
(AIDV), offering a choice of 
electrification technologies 
to meet diverse customer 
and market needs.

Ivan Espinosa, President 
and CEO, said: “This is the 
right moment to articulate 
Nissan’s long-term vision 
as we look beyond the 
Re:Nissan plan and set a 

clear path for the future. 
Our vision defines where 
Nissan is headed, with cus-
tomer experience as our 
guiding priority. By 
advancing mobility intelli-
gence, we will deliver prod-
ucts and technologies that 
are safer, more intuitive 
and more accessible with 
outstanding value and a 
more rewarding overall 

experience
As Nissan looks ahead, 

the Re:Nissan plan remains 
on track in its final year of 
execution, delivering a 
competitive cost base, 
improved capacity utiliza-
tion, and strong new-prod-
uct momentum that lays 
the groundwork for future 
growth. Nissan’s new 
long-term direction, guided 
by its vision, is designed to 
drive sustainable competi-
tive advantage across 
next-generation technolo-
gies, a streamlined product 
portfolio, a redefined global 
market approach, and an 
industrial model organized 
around clearly defined 
vehicle families.

Nissan sets its long-term direction with the vision 
‘Mobility Intelligence for Everyday Life'

AI-DRIVEN PAINT & COATING TECHNOLOGIES SIGNAL INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION IN BENGALURU; MEGA EXPOS OPEN AT BIEC

Bengaluru : India’s IT capi-
tal, Bengaluru, has taken a 
significant leap in the indus-
trial sector, marking the 
beginning of a new global 
chapter with the introduction 
of AI (Artificial Intelligence)-
driven technologies. A series 
of mega industrial exhibi-
tions, showcasing innova-
tions in paint, coating, build-
ing, and home sectors, were 
grandly inaugurated at the 
Bangalore International 
Exhibition Centre (BIEC).

Bringing together six 
major trade expos on a single 
platform—Print & Packaging 

Expo, Label & Barcode Expo, 
Paper India Expo, India Paint 
& Coating Expo, Advanced 
Building Materials Expo, and 
Doors, Windows & Facades 
Expo—the event is setting 
new benchmarks and opening 
fresh avenues for industrial 
growth. Inaugurating the 
event, dignitaries highlighted 
that just as Bengaluru has 
earned global recognition in 
the IT sector, it also holds 
immense potential to emerge 
as an international hub for 
paint, coating, and building 
technology industries.

The exhibitions have 

attracted hundreds of exhibi-
tors from across India and 
abroad, who are showcasing 
cutting-edge products, tech-
nologies, and solutions. A 
major highlight of the event is 
the display of AI-powered 
unmanned painting machines 
capable of automatically 
painting high-rise buildings, 
apartments, and residential 
homes—an innovation that 
drew significant attention 
from visitors and industry 
experts alike.

Prominent dignitaries 
present at the event included 
KGPLDA President G.S. 
Prasad Murthy, Vice 
President Kamal, Kaushik 
Jain and Vikram Agarwal 
from the Karnataka Hardware 
& Allied Merchants 
Association, Arun Patel, 
President of the Timber 
Merchants Association, 
Danappa, President of Peenya 
Industries Association, and 
Ramesh Shivanna, among 
others.

Bengaluru: Bharat 
Ratna and architect of the 
Constitution, Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, gifted the 
sacred book called the 
Constitution to India, the 
world's largest democratic 
country, as a gift, said for-
mer minister S. Suresh 
Kumar.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the renovated Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar Park and 
the newly constructed Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar statue on 
the occasion of the 135th 
birth anniversary of 

Bharat Ratna and archi-
tect of the Constitution, 
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, he 
said that the rental rate of 
the Kalyan Mantapa, 
which is very expensive 
for wedding ceremonies, 
will be a burden on the 
poor and middle class, so 
the Ambedkar Community 
Hall will be constructed 
and it will be convenient 
for the public to hold meet-
ings and ceremonies at a 
low cost.

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has made 

important places and 
reconstructed holy places 
of Ambedkar's path into 
pilgrimage sites. He 
became a voice for the 
voiceless, a light for every-
one's life. He gave a mean-
ingful constitution to 
ensure equality for all and 
a fair life for all.

Mandal President 
Sudarshan, BJP leaders 
Raghavendra Rao, Girish 
Gowda, Kamadhenu 
Suresh, Gangadhar (Guli) 
and local public partici-
pated.

Ambedkar Bhavan, Ambedkar 
statue, Ambedkar Park inaugurated 

in Dayanandanagar ward

The annual results of Blossom Blooms 
School in Electronic City have 
released there performance and like 
every year, this time too the children 
have performed well. In Grade 1A, 
Meliza Elsa Linto, Anvik Kavan Patel, 
Keerthana Gowda, Anvit Gowda, 
Tanush, and Ganavi Gowda have 
achieved excellent results, while in 
Grade 1B, Ashika Deepan has 
achieved 100 percent, while Goparaju 
Punarvika, Lisha, and Bharat Gowda 
have achieved excellent results by 
scoring 99.60 percent marks.

RCB CONFIDENT 
AHEAD OF LSG CLASH 
AS RASIKH SALAM 
DAR EYES TEAM 
CONTRIBUTION

Bengaluru: Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru will return to their 
home ground, the M. 
Chinnaswamy Stadium, to 
face Lucknow Super Giants in 
a crucial Indian Premier 
League fixture on Wednesday.
RCB head into the match with 
strong momentum after an 
18-run win over Mumbai 
Indians and are currently 
placed third on the points 
table with six points and the 
highest net run rate.

Mangaluru to host ‘Kudla Palakai 
Parba’ from Jun 12 to 14

Mangaluru, Apr 14: The 
popular ‘Kudla Palakai 
Parba’ (Mangalore 
Jackfruit Festival) will be 
held on June 12, 13, and 14 
at the St Sebastian Platinum 
Jubilee Auditorium, 
Bendoorwell, Mangaluru, 
near St Agnes College.

The event poster was offi-
cially released by the depu-
ty commissioner of 
Dakshina Kannada district, 
Darshan H V, IAS, at a func-
tion held in Mangaluru. 
The convener of the festi-
val, Ashwin Sequeira, was 
present on the occasion. He 
was accompanied by Rohan 

Pereira, founder of RO 
International, along with 
Kevin Mendonca, Jakson, 
Sheldon Crasta, and Reon 
Monis, who are part of the 
organizing team.

Following the grand suc-
cess of last year’s edition, 
the organizers stated that 
this year’s festival has been 
systematically planned to be 
bigger and more impactful.
Kudla Palakai Parba aims to 
celebrate the significance of 
jackfruit, promote local 
farmers and entrepreneurs, 
and create awareness about 
value-added products in the 
agri sector.

Bengaluru: Kamal Raj 
(Kalim Pasha), who is 
known as an actor, 
producer, director 
and music director in 
the Kannada film 
industry, has now 
been added to the 
'London Book of 
World Records', one of 
the world's most pres-
tigious record books.
Kamal Raj (Kalim 
Pasha), who has been 
involved in the fields 
of literature and 
music for about two 
and a half decades, 
has composed and 
produced more than a 
hundred music 
albums, including 

Kannada and Hindi, 
so far and has released 
them on major digital 
platforms including 
YouTube. Kamal Raj 
(Kalim Pasha), who 
has written more than 
five thousand 
shayaris on spiritual-
ity, life, love and 
humanity, has 
brought them out in 
book form in many 
languages, including 
Kannada and English.

ACTOR KAMAL RAJ'S NAME 
ADDED TO 'LONDON BOOK OF 

WORLD RECORDS'
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Edit

On April 11 and 12, delegations from the United States and Iran held talks in Islamabad to
discuss mutually acceptable terms amidst a two-week ceasefire. Late on April 12, US Vice
President JD Vance, who led the US delegation, asserted that the talks had failed to yield
an outcome, and US President Trump announced that the US Navy would "blockade" the
Strait of Hormuz. Amidst uncertainty, two fundamental characteristics of the ceasefire
still remain - neither Tehran nor Washington have ruled out further talks, and Iran is yet
to resume missile/drone attacks at US bases in the Gulf (which keeps the US-Iran cease-
fire technically intact). A third, more crucial, characteristic also remains intact: that
Israel (which was not in the room in Islamabad) continues to significantly influence, if
not upend, American diplomacy with Iran. Regardless of the substance, the Iranian dele-
gation (led by Parliament Speaker Mohammed Bagher Ghalibaf) meeting JD Vance repre-
sented the highest level of direct US-Iran contact in 47 years. However, it became evident
that while talks began on a positive trajectory, with technical teams, written exchanges,
and structured discussions, the Iranians maintain that a call by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to VP Vance turned the US position more untenable in subsequent
negotiations, which lasted for 21 hours overall. Israeli influence over US decision-making
is old, as is its impact on broader US foreign policy. However, two elements are new: the
first is the degree to which Israel has influenced Trump, and the second is the fresh chal-
lenges that this influence is facing.
Since 1985, the last five US Presidents prior to Donald Trump have overseen considerable
consistency in American financial assistance to Israel, through a combination of economic
and military aid. From Ronald Reagan to Barack Obama, this aid has remained between
approximately $2.8 billion and $3.5 billion annually. By 2008, towards the end of George
Bush's second term, American financial assistance to Israel became almost exclusively
military. By 2012, under President Barack Obama, the US Congress legislated that it was
US policy "to help the Government of Israel preserve its qualitative military edge".
Functionally, this meant that no defence deal that the US would conclude with other states
in the region could threaten Israel's QME. A prominent example of this policy is that Israel
is the only country that operates the F-35s with specific customisations, while other Arab
states continue to fail in their efforts to procure the world's most potent fighter jet. The cor-
nerstone of this historically lopsided relationship has been the influence of the 'Israel
Lobby', a diffuse but coherent political action group that has historically succeeded in
directing US policy towards pro-Israel positions, even when not in the US national interest,
as John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt note in their 2007 book of the same name.

PPalestine As An Outlier
However, neither domestic compulsions nor the institutional sustenance of US deference
to Israel's security needs could prevent multiple US Presidents from keeping US policy on
Palestine in line with international law, at least nominally, and account for the Arab
interest. Among other things, this meant officially viewing Israeli settlements in the West
Bank (and Gaza before 2005) as illegal, recognising Tel Aviv as Israel's capital (and not
Jerusalem, as Israel had maintained since 1980), and not recognising Israel's rights over
the Golan Heights in Syria, which the former had been occupying since the 1967 war.
More importantly, successive US Presidents have not hesitated to criticise Israel. Ronald
Reagan famously characterised Israel's massive - at the time unprecedented - bombard-
ment of Beirut in 1982 as a "holocaust", forcing then Israeli PM Menachim Begin to
change course (even as Israel continued its larger invasion of Lebanon). 

Only the eternal optimist or someone
completely detached from reality
could have expected the Islamabad
talks between the US and Iran to lead
to an actual peace deal. That the talks
collapsed after marathon discussions
doesn't come as a surprise. Even the
'event manager' - Pakistan - which
was basking in its newfound glory as
the global peacemaker, the saviour of
the world, and centre of international
diplomacy, had started to dampen its
expectations. Mouthpieces of the
regime had started spinning stories
about how Pakistan had fulfilled its
duty to the world by organising the
talks between the two belligerents.
They, however, insisted that the out-
come of the parleys depended on the
protagonists and not on Pakistan. Of
course, had the talks succeeded,
Pakistan would have taken the credit. 

A Pros And Cons List
As far as Islamabad is concerned, it
has already milked the event for
whatever it was worth and did all
the virtue-signalling possible to bur-
nish its image in the comity of
nations. It will now take stock of all
its gains and the possible losses it
might incur in the coming days,
weeks and months because of the
role it played as a broker. 
On the plus side of Pakistan's bal-
ance sheet is the profile it believes it
has built up for itself as the venue of
the talks. While talks between the
US and Iran have been held earlier
in various cities - Geneva, Muscat,
Doha - Pakistan presented the
Islamabad talks as something
epochal. The hype within Pakistan
and its military - and state-con-
trolled private media - was bigger
than anything in the international
media. The global media mentioned
Pakistan, in most part, only as the
location of the parleys. The stream
of phone calls between Pakistan's
(nominal) Prime Minister and glob-
al leaders was nothing extraordi-
nary and was part and parcel of the
kind of international diplomacy
practised in fraught times. It in no

way signified Pakistan's centrality
to any peace deal. Even so,
Islamabad was satisfied that after
decades, the country's name was not
being taken in a negative context -
war, terrorism, double-dealing,
instability, insolvency, military
rule, stolen elections ... Well, it's a
long list.

The Real 'Medal Of Honour' 
Pakistan can also claim to have won
the goodwill of the Trump adminis-
tration. After all, it went out of its
way in trying to bail out Trump by
pushing for a ceasefire. Not only did
the Pakistanis copy-paste messages
handed down to them from
Americans, but they also tried to
align Türkey, Egypt and even Saudi
Arabia behind its efforts to push for
peace talks. This drew appreciation
from the US Vice-President, who
thanked them quite profusely. For
the Pakistanis, who have done
everything possible to woo Trump &
Co - from nominating him for the
Nobel Peace Prize to signing crypto
and mining deals with his buddies,
and even entering into an agree-
ment on the Roosevelt hotel in New

York City - getting a pat on the head
from the Americans will be worn as
a medal of honour.
More substantively, the Pakistanis
seem to have managed the Saudis
rather well. Not only did they avoid
jumping into the fray against Iran in
defence of Riyadh, but they also
managed to convince the Saudis that
they were doing this to protect the
interests of the Kingdom. In doing
so, they even managed to ingratiate
themselves with the Saudis to a
point that there were reports that
Pakistan would be given a deposit of
$5 billion by the Kingdom to build
up its foreign exchange reserves,
which were depleted after the UAE
asked them to pay back their money.
There are also reports that Qatar
will aid Pakistan financially and
that the Saudis could make some big
investments in Pakistan. 

A Bigger Role In Middle East?
In other words, the Pakistanis
believe that, in tangible terms, they
have managed to make some much-
needed money by playing peacemak-
er. There is also an expectation that
Pakistan has positioned itself to play

a significant role as a net security
provider and security guarantor in
the Middle East. This would open up
enormous diplomatic, political, eco-
nomic and strategic opportunities
for the country.  Domestically, the
regime has cemented its position by
creating an impression that the
opposition can forget about any pres-
sure from outside over the incarcer-
ated Imran Khan.

The 'Peaacemaker's' Perils
There is, however, also a downside
to the role Pakistan has played,
especially since the talks collapsed
and there is a real possibility of
hostilities restarting. Worse, the
second round of war could be far
more destructive and could pull
Pakistan into the vortex. Under its
mutual defence agreement with
the Saudis, Pakistan is reported to
have dispatched thousands of sol-
diers and some fighter aircraft to
the Kingdom, presumably to sup-
port it against Iranian attacks if
hostilities resume. If Pakistan gets
dragged into the war, then Iran
could be forced to target infra-
structure in Pakistan.

— Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

Whether it's a house ground-
breaking ceremony or a shop
inauguration, the joys of a
wedding or the grief of a
loved one's death—posting
pictures of prominent politi-
cians and officials every-
where is no longer a display
of "respect," but a display of
influence and influence. This
gives rise to a mentality
where a person's true identi-
ty is determined not by their
actions but by their "connec-
tions." Once, the walls of
homes were adorned with
pictures of gods and goddess-
es, instilling faith. Then
came family photos, convey-
ing a sense of belonging.
Today, those same walls are
filled with photographs
taken with politicians and
officials, conveying neither
faith nor belonging—simply-
ing a message: "We are peo-
ple with influence." This
"access" is no longer a privi-
lege, but a certificate of social
status. This phenomenon
isn't confined to walls; it has
penetrated deep into our psy-
che. Today, individuals iden-
tify themselves less by their
names and more by their
"connections." They rarely
mention their qualities, their
work, or their personality in
their introductions, but
instead take pride in reveal-
ing which leader or official
they are close to. This trend
has reached a dangerous
point, where self-respect has
been replaced by veiled arro-
gance—an arrogance born of
standing tall, not on one's
own, but on the pedestal of
others. The most painful sit-
uation arises when this pre-
tense intrudes even into our
most private and sensitive
moments. Grief, once a time
of simplicity, silence, and
deep compassion, is now
being buried under banners
and posters. Even when a
loved one dies, erecting large
billboards and affixing pho-
tographs with politicians has
become a way to say, "Our

grief is VIP too." This state-
ment is as ironic as it is
frightening, as it bears testi-
mony to the dying sensitivity
within us. Does grief even
have a category? Are tears
now shed based on identity?
Is death still a matter of
mourning, or has it also
become a social display?
This situation isn't just a
habit, but the result of a deep-
seated insecurity. Deep
down, we've begun to feel
that if we don't demonstrate
our "accessibility," society
won't take us seriously.
We've come to believe that
being "connected" isn't the
key to gaining respect, but
rather, "worth it." This mind-
set leads us away from self-
reliance and toward depend-
ency. Instead of forging our
own identity, we borrow it—
sometimes from a leader,
sometimes from an official,
and sometimes from an
influential figure. Social
media has deepened this
trend. Wall photos are no
longer confined to homes;
they reach hundreds of thou-
sands of people through
Facebook, Instagram, and
WhatsApp. Every joy is now
a post, and every sorrow a
status. In a world of likes and
comments, even emotions
have become "content."

People are more concerned
with appearing happy than
being happy, and more con-
cerned with showing sad-
ness than being sad. This
pretense is slowly swallow-
ing up our true feelings.
When every emotion
becomes a display, its depth
is lost. Happiness becomes
an event, and sadness a for-
mality. This ostentation is
also giving rise to an invisi-
ble competition in society. If
one person posts a photo
with a prominent leader,
another tries to find an even
bigger name. It becomes a
race that seems endless. In
this race, humanity, simplici-
ty, and self-respect gradually
fade away. Individuals forget
who they are and become
preoccupied with proving
who they are with. This is an
identity crisis—where the "I"
is lost and "my connections"
take over. This trend is also
deeply worrying from a dem-
ocratic perspective. When a
person's identity in society
begins to be determined by
their connections, fundamen-
tal principles like equality
and justice begin to weaken.
People begin to believe that
those with "access" are above
the rules, and those without
are mere spectators. This
mindset not only fosters cor-

ruption but also deepens
inequality in society.
Gradually, the belief that
respect can be earned
through hard work and hon-
esty begins to fade. This is
having the most profound
impact on our new genera-
tion. Children and young
people are growing up seeing
that connections are more
important than competence
to gain respect in society.
They are learning that the
path to success lies not
through hard work, but
through connections. This
thinking leads them in the
wrong direction, where they
start looking for shortcuts
instead of hard work. This is
not only a personal loss but
also a serious threat to the
future of society. We need to
understand that not every-
thing needs to be shown.
Some feelings are private,
and their dignity is main-
tained in simplicity.
Mourning is not a time for
display, but for introspection
and compassion. Happy
times are also not for show,
but for sharing affection. We
don't need to prove every
relationship, every achieve-
ment, and every connection
to the world. True respect
and dignity are built on our
behavior, our actions.

The ongoing debate over delimitation
and parliamentary representation, pro-
voked by the government calling a spe-
cial three-day session of Parliament
this week to debate constitutional
amendments on the Women's
Reservation Bill (but really to alter the
delimitation of constituencies in the
North's favour before the 2029 elec-
tions) has reopened one of India's most
sensitive political and constitutional
fault-lines. The core question is: how
should a diverse federal union balance
the democratic principle of "one per-
son, one vote" with the need to ensure
that smaller states or states with slow-
er-growing populations retain a mean-
ingful voice in national decision-mak-
ing? The issue has acquired renewed
urgency as population growth diverges
sharply between regions, raising con-
cerns that strict population-based seat
allocation could deepen the emerging
North-South divide. This dilemma is
not unique to India.
The European Union has grappled with
a similar challenge for decades: how to
design a representative assembly for a
political union in which Germany and
Malta, or France and Estonia, must
coexist as equal members. The EU's
solution - degressive proportionality -
offers a useful framework for India's
current debate.
Europe balances democracy and feder-
al equity through a clever formula set
into law under the Treaty of Lisbon.
Under it, the European Parliament is
built on three constraints that together
preserve both democratic legitimacy
and federal balance:

A minimum threshold: No member
state can have fewer than six seats.
* A maximum ceiling: No state can
have more than 96 seats.
An inverse ratio: The larger a state's
population, the more citizens each rep-
resentative must correspond to.
This means that while Germany has
far more Members of the European
Parliament (MEPs) than Malta, a
Maltese MEP represents roughly 80,000
citizens, while a German MEP repre-
sents around 850,000. The system
ensures that the "Big Four" - Germany,
France, Italy, and Spain - cannot domi-
nate the Parliament simply by virtue of
population. Smaller states retain a
meaningful voice, preserving the feder-
al spirit of the Union.
The EU's approach is not perfect, but it
reflects a recognition that pure propor-
tionality can undermine the cohesion

of a political union. Representation
must reflect population, but not only
population: it must also cater to needs
of state identities. India, of course,
faces a similar challenge.
Since, unlike the EU, we are one coun-
try, India's federal structure is more
deeply rooted in our constitution and
more politically consequential than the
EU's. Yet the underlying tension is sim-
ilar. States that successfully imple-
mented population control - Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and oth-
ers - now face the prospect of losing rel-
ative political influence if Lok Sabha
seats are reallocated strictly on the
basis of population. Conversely, states
with high population growth - Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, all in the Hindi heartland -
stand to gain significantly.
This raises a fundamental issue:
should states be penalised or rewarded
for their demographic behaviour? And
should political power shift dramatical-
ly in ways that could destabilise the
federal compact?
The concern is not merely theoretical.
A strict population-based delimitation
could produce a Lok Sabha in which a
handful of large northern Hindi-belt
states hold a permanent majority,
enabling them to shape national poli-
cies even against the preferences of the
rest of the country. This would mirror
the very scenario the EU sought to
avoid. The government has cleverly
sought to divert the public conversa-
tion toward the case for women's repre-
sentation - an important reform, but
one that enjoys broad consensus and
does not address the structural chal-
lenge at hand. Its real objective is to use
women's representation as a "hook" to
permit delimitation ahead of the consti-
tutionally-mandated 2027 Census,

which would otherwise give us new
constituencies only in time for the 2034
elections.
Sensing its own vulnerabilities in 2029,
the ruling party wishes to advance that
deadline by implementing women's
reservation along with an expanded
parliament and newly-delimited con-
stituencies in time for the next general
elections. Hence the unseemly rush to
meet this week, even as election cam-
paigning is going on in Tamil Nadu and
Bengal.
The government's cleverness is not just
to cloud the issue by presenting it as
being about women's representation. It
is also by seeming to address the con-
cerns of Southern states by retaining
the present proportion of seat differ-
ences between them and the North, by
the simple expedient of raising all
states' seats by 50%. The government
argues that this would ensure that
ratios between states remain the same:
for example, UP's 80 seats would
become 120 and Kerala's 20 seats would
become 30, but the ratio between them
remains 4:1. This masks the fact that
the absolute difference in the number
of MPs between these states changes
from 60 (80 versus 20) to 90 (120 versus
30), giving more UP MPs a say in deter-
mining who forms the next govern-
ment. That, in fact, is really the point of
the entire exercise, which is why the
Opposition parties have publicly
expressed scepticism about it.
If all you want is women's representa-
tion, they say, go ahead and reserve
one-third of the seats in the present Lok
Sabha for women and we will support
you. But don't do any delimitation until
after the 2027 Census is over and a new
Delimitation Commission has done its
work while taking all these concerns
into account.

editorial
How Netanyahu Is Fast

Turning Into The Worst 'Deal'
Trump Ever Made
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BBENGALURU, April 14,
2026 – Cognizant (NAS-
DAQ: CTSH) today
announced the launch of
Cognizant® Technoverse
Hackathon 2026. Now in its
third edition, the
hackathon has grown from
a regional initiative into a
national platform, bring-
ing together over 20,000
pre-final year engineering
students from more than
400 colleges across India to
collaborate, innovate, and
demonstrate their AI-pow-
ered problem-solving
skills.
“We are living in a pivotal
moment for the industry,
and as an AI builder,
Cognizant is deeply com-
mitted to developing the
next generation of talent
that will drive this trans-
formation,” said Rajesh
Varrier, President – Global
Operations and Chairman
& Managing Director,
Cognizant India.
“Cognizant Technoverse
Hackathon 2026 is a plat-
form where India's bright-
est engineering minds
tackle real industry chal-
lenges, think at an enter-
prise scale, and take their
first steps toward becom-
ing the technology leaders
of tomorrow.”
The hackathon offers stu-
dents a unique opportunity
to bridge academic learn-
ing with real-world appli-

cations, work on industry-
aligned problem state-
ments, engage directly
with practitioners from
Cognizant, and gain first-
hand exposure to how
enterprises explore inno-
vation. Participants will
build solutions across sev-
eral high-impact domains:
Banking, Insurance,
Healthcare, Life Sciences,
Retail, Manufacturing,
Communications, Media &
Technology, and Energy &
Utilities.
In line with the company’s
commitment to inclusion
across its India operations,
the hackathon reinforces
equal representation with
50% women participation.
Each participating college
may field multiple teams of
four members each, with a

minimum of two women
per team. The hackathon
will conclude in May, with
the top three teams named
winners at a felicitation
ceremony hosted at a
Cognizant facility in Pune.
As part of its broader com-
mitment to empowering
individuals with cutting-
edge technology skills,
including generative AI,
Cognizant launched
Synapse in 2023 — a
skilling initiative that has
already surpassed its origi-
nal goal of upskilling one
million individuals world-
wide, well ahead of its 2026
target. Building on this
momentum, the company
has set a new goal to
upskill a total of two mil-
lion individuals by the end
of 2030.

Hyderabad, 14th April
2026: NMDC, India’s
largest iron ore producer,
marked the 135th birth
anniversary of Bharat
Ratna Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
the architect of the Indian
Constitution, at its
Corporate Office in
Hyderabad as well as
across all its project loca-
tions nationwide. The cele-
brations were led by Shri
Amitava Mukherjee, CMD,
NMDC along with senior
leadership including Shri
Vinay Kumar, Director
(Technical); Shri Joydeep
Dasgupta, Director
(Production); Shri Anurag
Kapil, Director (Finance);
who along with the
employees offered tributes
to Dr. B.R Ambedkar on
his 135th birth anniversary
The event, organized by
the NMDC HO SC/ST
Employees Welfare
Association, saw enthusi-
astic participation from
employees and executives.
Shri B. Hanumantha Rao,
President and Smt. C
Annapurna, General
Secretary along with office

bearers of the NMDC HO
SC/ST Employees Welfare
Association were instru-
mental in coordinating the
event. The commemora-
tive ceremony began with
the lighting of lamps and
putting garland on the por-
trait of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
followed by a prayer ses-
sion paying homage to his
life and vision. Speaking
on the occasion, Shri
Amitava Mukherjee, CMD,
NMDC, emphasised, “Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar reminded
us that ‘liberty, equality
and fraternity’ are not sep-
arate ideals, but a way of
life that must shape our

democracy. His words con-
tinue to hold profound rele-
vance in today’s rapidly
evolving world, reminding
us that true progress lies in
ensuring growth is inclu-
sive and equitable. At
NMDC, we remain commit-
ted to upholding these
ideals by fostering a cul-
ture where dignity, fair-
ness and shared progress
define our path forward.”
Inspired by the timeless
ideals of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, NMDC reiter-
ated its steadfast commit-
ment to building an inclu-
sive and equitable society
in line with his vision. 

The Duke and Duchess of
Sussex have posed for selfies
and done gardening with
hospital patients and medics
and helped veterans' chil-
dren make pottery on the
first of a four-day Australian
tour. The couple - no longer
working royals and visiting
in a private capacity - will
combine visits to charitable
causes, which included a
women's refuge on Tuesday,
alongside money-making
events. The schedule also
reflects the commercial
aspect of the trip, with
Prince Harry due to give a
keynote speech at a summit
where tickets cost up to
A$2,400 (£1,260) per person.
Meghan will hold an "in-per-
son conversation" at a
women-only "girls weekend"
in Sydney hosted by the pro-
ducers of the Her Best Life
podcast. It is unclear how
much Prince Harry and
Meghan are being paid for
the commercial events. The
couple landed at Melbourne
airport around 06:30 on
Tuesday (21:30 BST
Monday) on a commercial
Qantas flight from Los
Angeles. It is Harry and
Meghan's first time in

Australia since 2018 when
they spent around nine days
in the country as part of an
intense tour just a few
months after their mar-
riage. While that trip saw
large crowds gather to greet
them wherever they went,
this time there are no events
planned to meet members of
the public. After stepping
down as working royals in
January 2020 and giving up
their His and Her Royal
Highness (HRH) titles,
Prince Harry and Meghan
are visiting as private citi-
zens and say that the trip is
privately funded. But there

are questions over whether
Australian taxpayers are
picking up any of the bill for
policing during the visit.
The visit will take in
Melbourne, Canberra and
Sydney, and while charita-
ble causes, issues and organ-
isations close to their hearts
are central to the visit, as
private citizens, the couple
are free to personally profit
from the trip. At the Royal
Children's Hospital in
Melbourne, hundreds of peo-
ple gathered in the foyer for
a glimpse of Harry and
Meghan on Tuesday. The
couple talked animatedly to

children being treated there,
and their parents - posing for
selfies giving hugs and shak-
ing hands. The duke and
duchess then met with other
onlookers - mainly staff and
patients with their families.
Among the crowd was Emily
Burke and her three-year-
old daughter Phoebe who
had just been discharged
from an overnight stay. "We
just found out they were
coming so we hung around,"
Burke told the BBC, adding
that "Meghan came and had
a little chat with Phoebe...
she was commenting on her
Bluey slippers".

New Delhi: India received
the highest number of
regressive tax recommenda-
tions from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
between 2022 and 2024,
according to an analysis by
Oxfam. The analysis,
released ahead of the IMF
and World Bank spring
meetings in Washington, has
flagged that the global body
is applying “double stan-
dard” by giving largely pro-
gressive advice to wealthy
countries while suggesting
regressive measures for oth-
ers that are “likely to exacer-
bate inequality”. The report
said 59 per cent of the IMF’s
tax advice to low- and lower-
middle-income countries
was regressive, while 52 per
cent of its recommendations
to high-income countries
were progressive. A regres-
sive tax refers to a uniform
taxation system which bur-
dens those in lower income
groups more than high earn-
ers. In contrast, a tax levied
in proportion to one’s
income is termed progres-
sive. Oxfam examined 1,049
tax recommendations made
by the IMF to 125 countries
between 2022 and 2024 and
found that only 30 recom-
mendations, or around three
per cent, focused on net
wealth taxes and the taxa-
tion of income from wealth,
namely capital gains. The

report said that despite the
rapid growth of extreme
wealth, billionaire wealth
has surged by 81 per cent
since 2020. The analysis
found that the United States
and Brazil received the most
progressive IMF tax advice.
Canada, Australia, France,
the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, Switzerland,
Sweden and Norway also
received more progressive
recommendations, along
with China, Kazakhstan,
Angola and Botswana.
“While high-income coun-
tries generally receive IMF
recommendations that are
tilted towards progressive
measures, amounting to 52
per cent of the overall total
classifiable advice to these
countries, poorer countries

don’t seem to get the same
treatment,” the report said.
On the other hand, India
received the highest number
of regressive recommenda-
tions, followed by several
other countries in the Global
South. “This regressive
aspect of tax advice for
Global South countries
means that most measures
advised by the IMF are likely
to exacerbate inequality in
these countries, by placing
the bulk of the tax burden on
middle- and low-income peo-
ple while leaving the wealth-
iest unscathed.” The report
said that the IMF’s tax
advice to South Asia was “by
far the most regressive”, fol-
lowed by those suggested for
Latin America and the
Caribbean and sub-Saharan

Africa. The analysis cited
Chile, Nigeria and Hungary
as examples of countries
where the IMF recommend-
ed measures that could dis-
proportionately burden low-
and middle-income groups.
In Chile, with one of the
highest levels of income
inequality, the IMF advised
raising tax rates for low- and
middle-income groups while
leaving rates on top income
brackets untouched. In
Nigeria, where nearly one-
third of the population lives
in poverty (the highest rate
in Africa), it suggested
increasing value-added tax,
while in Hungary, it advised
against a windfall profit tax
on energy companies. “A
progressive tax system
ensures those who have

higher income and more
wealth pay proportionally
more taxes than those who
have less. Progressive tax
measures like net wealth
and capital gains taxes were
rarely recommended, and
when they were, advice was
concentrated in high-income
contexts,” the report said.
The report also highlighted
several country cases reflect-
ing concerning tax policy
advice. In New Zealand, the
IMF expressed concern that
the corporate income tax in
the country is “relatively
high compared to peer
advanced economies” and
advised the government to
lower it. In Sweden, it recom-
mended “lowering taxes on
deferred capital gains” to
address distortions in the
housing market. In the
Philippines, the IMF called
for broadening the value-
added tax base by rationalis-
ing exemptions, while in
Cote d’Ivoire, or the Ivory
Coast, it recommended elim-
inating VAT exemptions and
applying statutory VAT
rates. Oxfam said the IMF
publicly acknowledges that
tax policy is a critical tool for
addressing inequality, but it
links its tax advice to
inequality far more often for
high-income countries (34
per cent) than low- and
lower-middle-income coun-
tries (8 per cent). 

Gen Alpha a digitally
immersed generation
accounts for over a quar-
ter of the Indian popula-
tion. With 73% of this gen-
eration already having
access to personal smart-
phones and 60% accessing
laptops, this is a genera-
tion that found liberation
inside technology.  To fur-
ther understand
Generation Alpha, Rukam
Capital has unveiled a one
of its kind reports, ‘Gen
Alpha Decoded: The
C o n s u m e r - B r a n d
Dynamic’ that details on
how they are redefining
consumer behaviour and
brand engagement.
Commenting on the
launch of the report,
Archana Jahagirdar,
Founder and Managing
Partner, Rukam Capital,
said, “Gen Alpha is one of
India’s youngest genera-
tions that has the poten-
tial to influence up to 80%
household purchase deci-
sions. They are digitally
fluent with limitless
access to content, yet are
shaped by algorithms,
micro-trends, peer valida-

tion, and early ethics on
sustainability and inclu-
sivity. As India's D2C
brands, edtech, content
creators, toys, F&B, and
fashion vie for their loyal-
ty, assumptions must
yield to evidence. With the
unveiling of ‘Gen Alpha
Decoded:The Consumer-
Brand Dynamic’ report,
we aim to under-
stand the
behavioural
s h i f t s ,
p r e f e r -
e n c e s ,
a n d
trends
t h a t
drives
a 10
y e a r
o l d ' s
purchase
decisions
and every-
day choices.”
Gen Alpha is not
defined by technology
alone, but by how they use
digital ecosystems to nego-
tiate autonomy, identity,
and influence within tight-
ly structured lives. They
are increasingly taking

the driver’s seat in shap-
ing consumption, culture
and everyday decisions.
Nearly 50% of Gen Alpha
ask for a specific brand
pointing to early brand
consciousness with 66% of
Gen Alpha children influ-
encing everyday deci-
sions, reflecting their

i n c r e a s i n g
autonomy

within

h o u s e -
holds.

The report, Gen
Alpha Decoded: The
C o n s u m e r - B r a n d
Dynamic, reflects on the
emerging trends of Gen
Alpha who are independ-
ent, digitally engaged and

have a strong preference
for utility-driven choices
across six themes. 
Gen Alpha’s digital expo-
sure is extensive, with
content streaming plat-
forms like YouTube domi-
nating their daily con-
sumption, but their influ-
ence extends far beyond
screens as they remain
constantly aware of what
is considered “cool,” often
linking it to achievement
and social validation.
They actively assert their
preferences to ensure indi-
viduality for when it
comes to the brands they
wear, the toys they choose,
and the snacks they con-
sume, highlighting their
growing influence in
everyday decision-mak-
ing.
The survey was conducted
in collaboration with
YouGov, with over 2000+
respondents capturing
both parents’ perspectives
and Gen Alpha view-
points, highlighting evolv-
ing behaviours across dig-
ital engagement, financial
awareness, and consump-
tion patterns. 

14th April 2026: This Akshaya Tritiya, jewellers
are making it easier for gold buyers to plan ahead
despite changing prices. Instamart, India's pio-
neering quick commerce platform, has partnered
with Kalyan Jewellers to facilitate Gold Rate
Protection, a first-of-its-kind feature that lets con-
sumers lock today's gold rate and buy on the day
of Akshaya Tritiya, for whichever price is lower –
the lock-in price or the market rate on that day.
Gold holds enduring significance during Akshaya
Tritiya, symbolising prosperity and auspicious
beginnings. As customers plan their purchases in
the lead-up to the festival, ease and assurance
become equally important. Instamart’s Gold Rate
Protection makes it both convenient and reassur-
ing for users ordering BIS hallmarked gold coins
from Kalyan Jewellers. How It Works Between
April 10 and April 16, 2026, consumers can select
eligible Kalyan Jewellers gold coins on the
Instamart app and pay 5% advance, starting from
?500 for a 0.5 gm gold coin to prebook and take
delivery on Akshaya Tritiya. On April 19,
between 8:00 AM and 12:00 PM IST, they complete
their purchase at the lower of the two prices – gold
rate on the day of pre-booking or as per delivery
date, whichever is lower. All prebook customers
will also receive a free silver coin from Kalyan
Jewellers. Arjun Choudhary, VP Growth,
Instamart, At Instamart, we’ve consistently
looked to innovate around how Indians shop for
precious metals during key occasions, from deliv-
ering 1 kg silver bricks during Dhanteras to intro-
ducing silver Rakhis for Raksha Bandhan. The
gold Rate protection is a feature designed to help

consumers navigate gold prices with greater con-
fidence during the festival. By allowing users to
secure a price in advance while still benefiting
from any price drops, we strive to offer strong
overall value to consumers. This is quick com-
merce going beyond convenience to deliver mean-

ingful value on culturally significant purchases.”
Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive Director,
Kalyan Jewellers, “Gold rate protection has been
a preferred feature across Kalyan Jewellers’ retail
showrooms, offering customers greater assurance
while planning their festive purchases. With
Instamart, we are extending this for the first time
to a quick commerce platform. As traditions
evolve, we remain committed to making gold buy-
ing both meaningful and seamless.” 
Last year, Instamart witnessed a surge of over
500% in gold and silver coin sales on Akshaya
Tritiya compared to Dhanteras, underlining the
growing appetite among Indian consumers for
quick commerce as a trusted channel for auspi-
cious purchases. This initiative is the latest in
Instamart’s continued effort to go beyond every-
day essentials, cementing its role as a destination
for meaningful, occasion-led purchases delivered
with the speed and trust its customers have come
to rely on. All gold and complimentary silver
coins* are BIS Hallmarked, 24 Karat Kalyan
Jewellers gold coins, will be subject to availabili-
ty* and subject to the terms of the offering. *T&C
Apply Gold Price Lock is a limited-period seller-
led offer on select Kalyan Jewellers products list-
ed on Instamart. A price-lock charge is required
and will be adjusted against the final purchase
made on April 19, 2026, between 8:00 AM and 12:00
PM IST. The final price will be the lower of the
locked rate or prevailing market rate on the day.
Offer, including a complimentary silver coin, is
subject to availability and additional terms and
conditions.
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Talks between the US and
Iran could restart "in the
next two days", Donald
Trump has told the New
York Post, external.
"Something could be happen-
ing over the next two days,
and we're more inclined to go
there [Pakistan]," he tells the
newspaper. This comes after
a weekend meeting in
Islamabad, Pakistan, involv-
ing US Vice-President JD
Vance and Iran's Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, among others. The
talks ended without a deal.
Earlier today, Iran's state-
run media said messages
have been exchanged
between Tehran and
Pakistan, but there is "no
information" about any
agreement to hold further
talks with the US. For the
first time in decades, the
ambassadors to the US of
Israel and Lebanon, coun-
tries that do not have diplo-
matic relations, are meeting
in Washington, in what
many hope will pave the way
for a ceasefire in the war

here, where Israel has been
fighting the Iranian-backed
group Hezbollah. There is
very little the Lebanese
authorities can offer, howev-
er. The state is not a party to
the conflict, and has almost
no influence over Hezbollah,
which is accused by oppo-
nents of defending the inter-
ests of Iran and dragging
Lebanon into unwanted
wars. This one has killed
more than 2,000 people,
according to the health min-

istry, which does not distin-
guish combatants from civil-
ians, and displaced a fifth of
the population.
Communities are in ruins,
and many residents may
never be able to go back.
Invading Israeli troops con-
tinue their ground opera-
tions, to create what officials
describe as a security buffer
zone along the border, which
has raised fears that parts of
the country will remain
under occupation even after

the war. One of the roots of
this conflict is Hezbollah’s
arsenal. Disarmament is a
demand from the US, Israel
and many Lebanese, but the
government in Beirut cannot
deliver it without
Hezbollah’s consent, amid
concerns the use of force
could result in violence.
Supporters say Hezbollah is
the only protection they have
from Israel, and the group is
already saying it will not
abide by any decision.

Lebanon's President Joseph
Aoun, who is not in the US,
says he hopes the talks will
mark the "beginning of the
end" of Lebanon's suffering.
He also says stability "will
not return" to southern
Lebanon if Israel "continues
its occupation". For context,
Israeli troops are carrying
out ground operations in
southern Lebanon to create
what officials describe as a
security buffer zone along
the border. This has raised
fears that parts of Lebanon
could remain under occupa-
tion even after the war. Now
let's return to Washington
DC, where Israeli and
Lebanese ambassadors are
in talks. Before the talks
began behind closed doors, a
photo was taken in the
Benjamin Franklin Room of
those taking part. From the
US side, participants include
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, US Ambassador to
Lebanon Michel Issa, and US
Ambassador to the UN Mike
Waltz. Standing next to them
are Lebanese Ambassador to

the US Nada Hamadeh and
Israeli Ambassador to the US
Yechiel Leiter. Secretary of
State Rubio has just spoken
briefly, describing this as a
historic opportunity. Rubio
says this meeting is about "a
lot more" than a ceasefire -
it's about "bringing a perma-
nent end" to Hezbollah's
influence. He says they
understand they are work-
ing against decades of com-
plexities that won’t be
resolved in the next one hour
of talks, but the hope is to
outline a framework for a
permanent, lasting peace.
Earlier, we brought you a
post where US President
Donald Trump said his
Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni lacks "courage" over
the war in Iran. We can
share more now from
Trump's interview with
Italian outlet Corriere della
Sera. Trump said: "Giorgia
Meloni doesn’t want to help
us in the war, I’m shocked,"
and questioned Italy’s
approach to securing oil
supplies. 

US Vice-President JD Vance
has insisted he was right to
stage a two-day campaign
visit to back Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán five days before he
was voted out of office by
opposition party Tisza's land-
slide victory. Insisting Orbán
was a "great guy" who did a
"very good job", Vance told
Fox News he was "one of the
few European leaders we've
seen who's been willing to
stand up to the bureaucracy
in Brussels". While he was
sad Orbán had lost, he was
sure the US would "work
very well" with the new gov-
ernment, he said. Péter
Magyar, who led Tisza to vic-
tory, had been critical of
Vance's intervention, warn-
ing last week that "no foreign
country may interfere in
Hungarian elections".

However, he said on Monday
the US was a "strong and
important" Nato partner and
if President Donald Trump or
anyone else called him he
would talk to them. Orbán
will continue to run Hungary
in a caretaker role until
Magyar is sworn in, and the
three party leaders with seats

in parliament have been
invited to meet President
Tamás Sulyok on
Wednesday. Sulyok has the
task of convening Hungary's
new parliament and recom-
mending the next prime min-
ister by 12 May, and Magyar
has urged him to do that as
soon as possible and then

resign, calling him a "puppet"
of Orbán's government.
Magyar has suggested that he
could become prime minister
on 5 May, or even sooner.
Sulyok's office has made clear
to Hungarian media he will
not resign, however he is
expected to discuss with the
three party leaders when to
convene the National
Assembly and propose a new
prime minister. In another
striking development, the
incoming prime minister
said he would appear on pub-
lic radio and TV on
Wednesday ahead of his visit
to the president. Magyar said
on Monday that in all the time
he had led Hungary's main
opposition party he had never
been allowed on public TV,
until he was asked on
Monday morning, after he
had swept Fidesz from power. 

Two women who have
accused Congressman Eric
Swalwell of sending
unwanted explicit photos
say they are grateful he is
facing consequences now
and leaving Congress after
acting with impunity for
years. Annika Albrecht and
Ally Sammarco told the
BBC's US partner CBS
News they feel vindicated.
But Albrecht said there is
more to be done. "For me,
justice won't be until he
can't ever harm a woman
ever again, and he has faced
the consequences for the
women that he has
harmed," she said.
Swalwell, a Democrat, said
on Monday that he will
resign. He has also dropped

out of the California gover-
nor's race. He apologised to
his wife and supporters for
making mistakes but
denied claims of sexual
abuse. In a statement,
Swalwell has said he is
"deeply sorry to my family,
staff, and constituents for
mistakes in judgement I've

made in my past". "I will
fight the serious, false alle-
gation made against me," he
added. "However, I must
take responsibility and
ownership for the mistakes
I did make." He was elected
to the House of
Representatives in 2012 to
represent a district near

San Francisco. Last week,
four women accused him of
misconduct ranging from
sexual harassment to rape.
As a result, Congress
opened an ethics inquiry,
and lawmakers were con-
sidering expelling the con-
gressman. "He was pushed
into a corner, essentially,
because they were planning
to expel him … so i think he
did that to save face a little,"
Sammarco told CBS News.
"But I also felt very vindi-
cated that he realized it was
over for him." Sammarco
told CNN last week that
Swalwell sent her unsolicit-
ed nude messages over
Snapchat, an app that
deletes messages after
they're sent. 

An 86-year-old French
woman who moved to the
US last year after rekindling
a 1960s romance is being
detained at an immigration
enforcement centre in
Louisiana. The son of
Marie-Thérèse, from the
city of Nantes, sounded the
alarm after his mother was
arrested in Anniston,
Alabama, earlier in April.
"They handcuffed her hands
and feet like she was a dan-
gerous criminal," he told
French outlet Ouest-France.
The US Department of
Homeland Security, which
oversees Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE), told the BBC that an
"illegal alien from France"
matching Marie-Thérèse's
name had entered the coun-
try in June 2025 and over-
stayed her 90-day visa.
According to her son, how-
ever, Marie-Thérèse was
awaiting a green card when
she was detained. Marie-
Thérèse mother had moved
to the US after marrying her
long-lost love - an American
man named Billy whom she
had met in the 1960s, when
he was a soldier stationed in
the Nato base of Saint-
Nazaire, and she a secre-
tary. Billy returned to the
US in 1966. He and Marie-
Thérèse lost touch, got mar-

ried - each in their own
country - and had children.
The two reconnected in 2010
and visited one another
with their spouses, Ouest-
France reported. By 2022,
both were widowed and
started a relationship. Billy
was a "charming, adorable
man", Marie-Thérèse's son
said, and the couple were in
love "like teenagers". They
married last year and
Marie-Thérèse relocated to
Alabama, applying for a
green card - a long-term visa
- that would grant her the
right to remain in the US.
But she had not yet received
the green card when Billy
died suddenly in January,
leaving her immigration
status unclear. Shortly
after Billy's death, his son
and Marie-Thérèse report-
edly entered a dispute over
his inheritance. Billy's son
"threatened her, intimidat-
ed her, and even went so far
as to cut off her water,
internet, and electricity,"
her son told Ouest-France.
Marie-Thérèse hired a
lawyer, but was arrested by
ICE the day before a sched-
uled hearing. Neighbours
alerted her children. There
is no proof that it was a
report by Billy's son that
landed his stepmother in
an ICE detention centre. 

Anglophone separatists in
Cameroon have
announced a period of
"safe travel passage" and
halted fighting ahead of
Pope Leo XIV's visit to the
conflict-hit region this
week. Leaders of several
armed and secessionist
groups said the three-day
measure was in recogni-
tion of the "profound spiri-
tual importance" of the
papal visit, which starts
on Wednesday, and the
need to safeguard civilian
life. In a statement from
Unity Alliance - which
brings the groups together
- they said they would
facilitate the movement of
those celebrating the visit.
The government is yet to
comment. A near-decade
of violence in the English-
speaking regions has left
at least 6,000 dead and
many more forced from
their homes. Pope Leo is
currently in Algeria for a
second day as part of his
11-day tour of the conti-
nent, in which he will also
visit Cameroon, Angola
and Equatorial Guinea.
Peace is one of the major
theme's of his visit. The
pontiff arrived in Algeria
on Monday, marking the
first visit by any pope to

the predominantly Sunni
Muslim country. It is also
the birthplace of St
Augustine, and Leo XIV is
the first pontiff from the
order to follow his teach-
ings. He is now in Annaba
- where the saint was a
bishop - and in the after-
noon, is expected to cele-
brate Mass at the Basilica
of Saint Augustine.
During a meeting at a
nearby nursing home run
by Catholic nuns, the Pope
reiterated his message of
peace. "God's heart is torn
apart by wars, violence,
injustice and lies," he said,
explaining that his heart
was "not with the wicked,
the arrogant or the proud".
"God's heart is with the lit-
tle ones and the humble,
and with them he builds
up his kingdom of love and
peace day by day, just as
you are striving to do here
in your daily service,
friendship and life togeth-
er." The Pope's second
country stop is Cameroon,
where he will visit
Bamenda, the capital of
the country's North-West
region. The city is regard-
ed as the centre of
Cameroon's conflict
between Anglophone sepa-
ratists and state forces. 

A retrial into the death of
the football great Diego
Maradona, who died aged 60
after suffering heart failure,
starts on Tuesday. The first
trial in May 2025 collapsed
after one of the three judges
on the case allegedly
allowed unauthorised film-
ing in court for a documen-
tary. Maradona's medical
team are accused of failing
to administer proper med-
ical care, and seven people
will be tried for homicide
with possible intent. They
deny the allegations. If con-
victed, they face between
eight and 25 years in prison.
The football legend had
been recovering at his home
in Tigre, in Buenos Aires
province, after successful
surgery on a brain blood
clot earlier that month.
Investigators classified the

case as culpable homicide, a
crime similar to involun-
tary manslaughter, because
they said the accused were
aware of the seriousness of
Maradona's health condi-
tion but did not take the nec-
essary measures to save
him. The heart failure
caused him to suffer acute
pulmonary oedema, when
fluid builds up in the lungs,
the preliminary autopsy
confirmed. 

China has called the US
naval blockade of Iranian
ports "irresponsible and
dangerous". Beijing's for-
eign ministry said the move
would "undermine the
already fragile ceasefire
agreement" and further
jeopardise the safety of
ships passing through the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical
waterway Iran effectively
closed in response to US-
Israeli strikes. The blockade
came into force on Monday,
a day after peace talks
between the US and Iran
broke down in Pakistan. US
President Donald Trump
has said the measure is
intended to force Iran to
give up its nuclear ambi-
tions. Analysts say the
move is also designed to
pressure China - the biggest
buyer of Iranian oil - to
encourage Tehran to open
the strait. Iran's ambassa-
dor to the UN has described
the US blockade as a "grave
violation" of Tehran's sover-
eignty. Up until now,
Chinese vessels have been
among the few managing to
make their way through the

strait. It is not clear whether
they had to pay a toll to Iran
in order to do so. The US
blockade could potentially
cut off China's supply and
have far-reaching conse-
quences for its economy.
"China believes that only by
achieving a comprehensive
ceasefire and ending the
war can we fundamentally
create conditions for easing
the situation in the strait,"
China's foreign ministry
spokesman Guo Jiakun
said. "China urges all par-
ties to abide by the ceasefire
arrangements, focus on the
general direction of dia-
logue and peace talks, take
practical actions to promote
the easing of the regional
situation, and restore nor-
mal traffic in the strait as
soon as possible." Guo also
told a news conference on
Tuesday that reports
China was preparing to
deliver new air defence
systems to Iran were "com-
pletely fabricated". Trump
has threatened to impose a
50% tariff on China's goods
if military assistance was
provided to Tehran. 

US blockade of Iran ports
irresponsible and dangerous,

China says

Police in Greece have been
recruiting migrants to vio-
lently push other migrants
back across its land border
with Turkey, according to
wide-ranging evidence
uncovered by the BBC. We
have seen internal police
documents in which guards
describe how the recruit-
ment of so-called mercenar-
ies was ordered and over-
seen by senior officers. Our
findings reveal allegations
of brutality, with witnesses
reporting migrants being
stripped, robbed, beaten and
even sexually assaulted. It
has been claimed that mer-
cenaries have been unoffi-
cially employed on the bor-
der since at least 2020. The
Greek prime minister told
the BBC he was "totally

unaware" about allegations
of the use of migrants for
pushbacks, while the coun-
try's authorities have not
responded to our written
detailed requests for com-
ment. Pushbacks - forcing
migrants and asylum seek-
ers back across borders
without due process - are
generally considered illegal
under international law.
Claims that they were being
carried out in Greece by for-
eign masked men were
reported in 2022 by the
Netherlands-based news
organisation, Lighthouse
Reports. Our own investiga-
tion - carried out in collabo-
ration with the
Consolidated Rescue Group
(CRG) - began last autumn,
when we were sent disturb-

ing video allegedly showing
migrants being mistreated
by mercenaries. It was
shared with us by a smug-
gler, who claimed to have
become disgruntled with his
associates. We have not
been able to verify the con-
tent but it mirrors accounts
we have gathered from
other independent sources.

We have since pieced togeth-
er information from
migrants, former mercenar-
ies, police sources, official
documents and leaked tran-
scripts: One border guard
told a disciplinary hearing
they had information,
reported to their superiors,
that mercenaries had been
raping female migrants Two

migrants and an ex-merce-
nary say they saw extreme
violence by both mercenar-
ies and Greek police, includ-
ing people being beaten
until they passed out A
migrant says a masked man
took off her daughter's
nappy in the hunt for valu-
ables Greece has seen well
over a million migrant
arrivals since 2015 - chiefly
through sea crossings but
also along its land border
with Turkey. This frontier
runs 200km (124 miles) along
the Evros River. It marks
the outer edge of the
European Union, separating
Greece's Evros region and
the Turkish territory of East
Thrace. Refugees or illegal
migrants crossing the river
into Greece enter a heavily

militarised restricted zone,
dotted with watchtowers. A
police source in the region
told us that mercenaries
have been used to push back
as many as hundreds of peo-
ple a week. 
"There is no soldier, police
officer or Frontex (EU bor-
der agency) officer serving
here in Evros who does not
know that pushbacks are
taking place," they added.
We have found that the mer-
cenaries are themselves
migrants, recruited from
countries including
Pakistan, Syria and
Afghanistan, and that they
can be rewarded with cash
and mobiles looted from
other migrants, as well as
papers that, in effect, allow
passage through Greece. 



7BENGALURU
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.comSPORTS
Just five days before
WrestleMania 42, Monday
Night Raw at the Golden 1
Center delivered chaos, con-
tract signings, and brawls
that set the stage for the
"Show of Shows." The main
event saw Roman Reigns and
CM Punk meet in the ring one
last time before their
WrestleMania clash. Punk
continued his verbal
"pipebombs," questioning
Reigns' legacy and The Rock's
influence. Reigns, calm but
defiant, declared himself the
"Original Tribal Chief"
focused on reclaiming his
throne. The segment ended in
a chilling staredown, with
security forced to separate
the two. Gunther and Rollins
Trade Blows: The
I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l
Championship feud reached
a boiling point when Gunther
took to the ring to address his
dominance. He was swiftly
ambushed by Seth "Freakin"
Rollins, sparking a massive
brawl that required several
officials to intervene. Rollins
vowed to "reclaim his king-
dom" this Saturday at
WrestleMania. Backstage
Mayhem: Liv Morgan

Attacks: During a backstage
interview, Liv Morgan blind-
sided Stephanie Vaquer. The
force of the attack sent
Vaquer crashing into inter-
viewer Cathy Kelley, who suf-
fered a nasty fall. WWE med-
ical staff later confirmed that
while Kelley was shaken, she
cleared protocol. The incident
has added a dark, personal
layer to the Women's World
Championship rivalry. WWE

Raw, April 13: Other Results: -
Lyra Valkyria secured a mas-
sive victory over Charlotte
Flair in a highly competitive
singles match. - LA Knight &
The Usos defeated The
Bloodline (represented by the
MFTs) in a chaotic six-man
tag team match. - Kairi Sane
defeated Iyo Sky in a fast-
paced bout that showcased
the agility of both Damage
CTRL members.<

A day after Sunrisers
Hyderabad notched a memo-
rable win over Rajasthan
Royals, one of their players
has been ruled out of IPL 2026.
The 2016 champions
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
have been dealt a big blow
amid the ongoing Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026, as
all-rounder Brydon Carse has
been ruled out of the entire
tournament without playing a
single match due to injury.
The team has announced Sri
Lankan pacer Dilshan
Madushanka as Carse's
replacement. "Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) have picked
Dilshan Madushanka as a
replacement for Brydon Carse
for the remainder of the
TATA Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026. Carse has been
ruled out of the ongoing IPL

season due to an injury," the
Indian Premier League said in
a statement released on
Tuesday. "Dilshan
Madushanka, a left-arm medi-
um pacer, has represented Sri
Lanka in one Test, 28 ODIs,
and 19 T20Is and has 70 wick-
ets in international cricket to
his name. He will join SRH for
INR 75 lakh. The Sri Lankan

bowler was previously part of
the Mumbai Indians (MI) in
the IPL," the statement added.
Madushanka's entry will fur-
ther bolster the SRH bowling
unit, which already includes
youngsters Praful Hinge and
Sakib Hussain, along with
experienced pacers Harshal
Patel and Jaydev Unadkat.
Designated captain Pat

Cummins is likely to join the
group on April 17.
Madushanka has not played a
match in the IPL so far. He
was acquired by the Mumbai
Indians (MI) for Rs 4.6 crore in
2024 but was ruled out due to a
hamstring injury. The 25-
year-old Sri Lankan left-arm
pacer is known for his ability
to swing the ball early in the
powerplay. Ishan Kishan is
leading the side in Cummins'
absence. Under his captaincy,
the team has won two out of
five matches in the ongoing
season. They are currently
placed fourth in the points
table with a net run rate of
+0.576. SRH defeated table-top-
pers Rajasthan Royals (RR) on
Monday, courtesy of a bril-
liant bowling display by debu-
tants Praful and Sakib, who
took four wickets each. 

Punjab Kings are among
the most consistent teams
in IPL 2026. After finishing
runners-up in IPL 2025,
Punjab Kings have begun
the new season in right
earnest. They are the only
team in the IPL to remain
undefeated so far. In four
matches, they have won
three, while one ended in a
no-result. This perform-
ance has seen PBKS placed
among the top two teams
on the points table.
Bollywood superstar
Salman Khan also had a
message for Preity Zinta as
the team continued their
strong run. "Well done,
Zinta. Congratulations,
Zinta. Team is playing well
... @realpreityzinta,"
Salman wrote on X.
Meanwhile, former South
African cricketer Faf du
Plessis has praised the bat-
ting depth of Punjab Kings
(PBKS) in the ongoing
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 season, calling
them one of the strongest
contenders for the title.
Speaking on Star Sports,

JioStar expert du Plessis
said Punjab Kings' batting
unit has been consistently
delivering, just as it did in
the previous season when
the team reached the final.
"PBKS batters are doing
really well, and that is
helping them in the IPL
once again. Last season, all
their batters played a cru-
cial role in helping them

reach the final. This sea-
son, their batting unit is
delivering again," du
Plessis said. He also high-
lighted captain Shreyas
Iyer, noting that after a
quiet start with the bat, the
skipper responded with a
match-winning perform-
ance against Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) in
Mullanpur on Saturday.

"Captain Shreyas Iyer is
the only top-four batter
who hadn't got runs so far,
and he comes in and not
only gets a big score but
takes his team through
against SRH," he added.
While praising PBKS over-
all, du Plessis pointed out
minor concerns in the
bowling department, espe-
cially around the form of

Arshdeep Singh and an off
day for Marco Jansen. "I
think PBKS are ticking
every box. They are a very
formidable side. Yes, there
are still a few questions.
Arshdeep Singh is perhaps
not bowling as well as he
would want. Marco Jansen
had an off day. But none of
this is serious," he said. He
concluded by calling
Punjab Kings "among the
title favourites," underlin-
ing their balanced squad
and strong batting momen-
tum this season. "But none
of this is serious. For me,
they are among the title
favourites." Punjab Kings
maintained their impres-
sive start to the IPL 2026
season with a thrilling six-
wicket victory over
Sunrisers Hyderabad at
the New International
Cricket Stadium, New
Chandigarh. After win-
ning the toss and electing
to bowl first, the Kings
faced an aggressive
Hyderabad side that raced
to 120 without loss in just
eight overs. 

"Generational talent."- that
is how PV Sindhu
described Ayush Shetty
after his giant killing act in
China's Ningbo when he
beat World No. 1 Kunlavut
Vitidsarn at Asian
B a d m i n t o n
Championships 2026. When
PV Sindhu uses that
phrase, it carries weight.
Standing at 6ft 4in, Ayush
Shetty has long been impos-
sible to miss physically.
After his exploits in China
this week, he became
impossible to ignore. But
the final against Shi Yuqi,
was a reminder of where he
needs to tighten his game.
The World No. 2 belted out
a masterclass in control
and precision. In front of a
partisan crowd, the Indian
struggled to impose his
trademark attacking game.
The result was a swift 42-
minute defeat-8-21, 10-21.
For Shetty, it was more a
lesson. "I think in the final,

my opponent executed his
game plan really well," he
admitted. "He didn't give
me many openings to
attack... his length control
was very precise and he
kept me away from the net.
So yes, adapting better in
such situations-being more
patient, extending rallies,
and transitioning smoothly
between attack and defence-
is definitely something I
need to work on." The week
that led up to the final was a
delight for the badminton
fans who saw his steep
angles, booming smashes
and court coverage, thanks
in part to that towering
frame. And he did spend
some time with the Dane. As
a youngster, he idolised Lee
Chong Wei, drawn to the
Malaysian legend's speed
and attacking flair. He also
idolised Kidambi Srikanth.
But with his body evolving,
his blueprint for success
also changed. 

Former Indian cricket
team batter Manoj Tiwary
slammed Kolkata Knight
Riders for not utilising fast
bowler Sakib Hussain after
the youngster's heroics for
Sunrisers Hyderabad on
Monday. The pacer was in
sensational form during his
IPL debut against
Rajasthan Royals as he
took four wickets including
the major wicket of
Yashasvi Jaiswal.
Sunrisers Hyderabad went
on to beat Rajasthan Royals
by 57 runs and Hussain was
praised by both experts as
well as fans. Hussain was
part of the KKR setup
between 2024 and 2025 but
did not play a single match
for the franchise. He was
released ahead of the IPL
2026 auction and Sunrisers
Hyderabad bought him for

the base price of Rs 30 lakh.
Tiwary said that KKR have
released good players in the
past and cited the examples
of Shubman Gill and
Shreyas Iyer. “I have seen
him; he (Sakib) was in the
KKR squad for many years,
but he wasn't getting a

chance there. We have seen
KKR release some good
players. If they hadn't
released him, then he
wouldn't have come to the
Sunrisers," he said on
Cricbuzz. With Harshit
Rana and Akash Deep get-
ting ruled out and

Matheesha Pathirana not
joining the franchise till
now, KKR have been facing
major problems in the pace
bowling department. Two
debutants, SRH's Praful
Hinge and Sakib Hussain
played key roles in their
team's win by taking four
wickets each. Praful Hinge,
24, and 21-year-old Sakib
Hussain, who SRH played
instead of domestic and
India veterans Harshal
Patel and Jaydev Unadkat,
claimed figures of 4/34 in 4
overs and 4/24 in 4 overs,
respectively. “No one
expected two debutants to
perform in this way in their
very first match. The SRH
bowling coaches had confi-
dence in them and those
who follow domestic crick-
et knew their ability,"
Tiwary said.

Sunrisers Hyderabad fast
bowler Praful Hinge, who
impressed everyone with
his sensational bowling
against Rajasthan Royals,
recreated Mohammed
Siraj's viral video after his
team's win in IPL 2026 on
Monday. Hinge was in sen-
sational form on his IPL
debut as he took three wick-
ets in the very first over of
the RR innings and finished
with figures of 4/34 in 4
overs. He took the crucial
wickets of Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, Dhruv Jurel
and Lhuan-dre Pretorius in
the first over and followed it
up with the dismissal of RR
captain Riyan Parag.
Following the win, Hinge's
teammate Nitish Kumar
Reddy posted a video with
the fast bowler, saying
"Bhai log, jo bhi bhai ka id
hai wo sab fake hai. Ek jo

niche ID jo tag hoga wo real
hoga" The context of the
video was linked to an old
clip that featured India fast
bowler Mohammed Siraj.
Siraj shared his Instagram
handle in that video and
made it clear that people
should not follow other fake
accounts. Hinge remains
focused on contributing

fully whenever given an
opportunity, striving to win
matches for his side with
complete dedication. He
also expressed a personal
ambition to make a mark in
the field by taking a spec-
tacular catch and contend-
ing for the Best Fielder
award. "I didn't prepare
anything special as such. 

dam Peaty is back for
more, again. The
three-time Olympic

champion, who almost quit
the sport before the Paris
Olympics and considered
doing so after taking silver
in the French capital,
returns to the London
Aquatics Centre on
Tuesday. It is a key step on
the road he hopes will lead
to a fourth Olympic Games
in Los Angeles in 2028 - and
possibly another Olympic
gold. "The next two years
are probably going to be the
hardest of my career," Peaty
tells BBC Breakfast. "There
probably won't be much
winning, but the one win

that does matter is LA."  It is
almost a year since Peaty,
who got married while
swimming took a back seat,
confirmed he will go again.
He made the decision after
it was confirmed the 50m
breaststroke event would be
added to the schedule in
2028. It gives Peaty a second
shot at more individual
golds - the chance to add the
50m title to the 100m medals
he won in 2016 and 2021. He
has raced here and there in
recent months with mixed
results, but will compete
over both distances at this
week's British
Championships - a crucial
step which he hopes will

lead to the Commonwealth
Games, World and
European Championships
and America's west coast.
"It's like tasting an amazing
steak and then having to go
back to a McDonald's burg-
er," he says. "The Olympics
is the one that excites me.
That is the one that really
gets me out of bed every day,
the one I dream of. "We have
to set that path now. "Two
years out, it is about how
much racing and experience
can we gather to give the
best performance in LA."
Peaty was beaten to a third
successive gold in Paris by
Italy's Nicolo Martinenghi,
having contracted coron-

avirus in the days before the
final. "With the cards I was
dealt I swam out of my
skin," he says. "I shouldn't
have got a silver medal."
Before the Paris Games,
Peaty shared his struggles
with injury and his mental
health, describing the peri-
od as a "self-destructive spi-
ral". He says he has not
allowed himself to think
about what another
Olympic medal might mean
but remains confident simi-
lar issues will not return as
he chases more success in
LA. "Can we avoid burnout?
Absolutely," he says. "It is
the logistical and strategic
thinking we have to do.

Union Berlin's director of football has con-
demned "insane" sexist abuse directed
towards new head coach Marie-Louise Eta.
Eta became the first woman appointed to man-
age a men's team in one of Europe's top five
leagues after being named interim head coach
of the Bundesliga side. Since her appointment
on Sunday, the 34-year-old has been the target
of sexist comments on social media. "It's just
embarrassing. I've noticed it, but I also refuse
to read or even just expose myself to that kind
of nonsense because for me this is about quali-
ty - leadership quality," said Horst Heldt. "We
have 100% confidence in Loui - complete con-
viction. I find it insane that we have to deal
with this in this day and age. "We're talking
about a highly competent leader here, and you
can be sure that everyone here at Union,
whether in the stands or within the club itself,
stands 100% behind this decision and will do
everything in their power to ensure that this
doesn't lead to any further discussion in the
future." Eta, a former Germany youth interna-
tional and Women's Champions League win-
ner with Turbine Potsdam, will take charge of
Union Berlin's women's side this summer. She

became the Bundesliga's first female assistant
coach, with Union Berlin, in November 2023.
She deputised for manager Nenad Bjelica, who
was serving a three-match suspension, during
a 1-0 win over Darmstadt in January 2024 to
become the first woman to lead a Bundesliga
team from the touchline. Union Berlin, who
are 11th in the 18-team Bundesliga, are 11
points clear of the automatic relegation zone
with five matches remaining but have won
only twice in 14 league outings in 2026. 

Peaty on his return to the pool, LA
2028 and Gordon Ramsay's speech

A
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ALIA BHATT IN TALKS
FOR BIG PAN-INDIA
TELUGU FILM ROLE

aaKaaSaa is settling
into a confident the-
atrical run, crossing
Rs. 22.60 crore world-

wide in 10 days and contin-
uing to draw steady
crowds across centres.
More than a spike-driven
performance, the film
shows signs of a sustained
run, with audience
turnout holding consis-
tently beyond the opening
phase. What’s clearly driv-
ing this momentum is how
audiences are responding
inside theatres.
RaaKaaSaa is increasingly
experienced as a shared
outing, with families
turning up in groups
and engaging with
the film in a way
that feels easy
and unforced.
From bursts of
laughter to
a t t e n t i v e ,
involved view-
ing, the
response has
been active
across shows, giv-
ing the film a
steady rhythm rather
than isolated highs. This
behaviour is translating
into repeat footfalls.
Families are not just
watching the film - they
are returning with others,
extending its reach organi-
cally. The film’s tone plays
a key role here; positioned
as a light, accessible enter-
tainer, it offers a relaxed
viewing experience that
allows different age
groups to connect without

fric-
tion. That

cross-generational balance
is central to its accept-
ance. Children are drawn
into its playful and imagi-
native stretches, while
adults stay engaged with
its humour and character-
driven moments. The
result is a viewing dynam-
ic where no section feels
left out, making it a com-

fortable choice for
group outings. Certain
segments have
emerged as consistent
crowd-responders. The

Sangeeth–Getup Srinu
track continues to land

strongly across theatres,
while Vennela Kishore’s
performance adds a layer
of timing and energy that
sustains the film’s engage-
ment through key stretch-
es. Building on this steady
run, the makers have
introduced a ?100 flat tick-
et pricing initiative across
all single screens in
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, effective from
April 10. The decision
aligns with the film’s cur-
rent audience base, where

group viewing and accessi-
bility play a significant
role in turnout. Single
screens, particularly
across B and C centres,
continue to be important
volume drivers. With pric-
ing often influencing the
decision to step into the-
atres, this move is expect-
ed to open the film to a
wider audience while also
encouraging repeat visits
among families who have
already connected with it.
Backed by Niharika
Konidela and Umesh
Kumar Bansal under Pink
Elephant Pictures in asso-
ciation with Z Studios, and
directed by Manasa
Sharma, the film thrives
on its ensemble energy

and entertainment-first
approach. Led by Sangeeth
Shobhan and Nayan
Sarika, supported by a
vibrant cast, RaaKaaSaa
delivers a theatrical expe-
rience that resonates with
a wide audience base. As
the run progresses,
RaaKaaSaa is holding its
space as a dependable the-
atrical option, supported
by steady word-of-mouth
and a viewing experience
that works across age
groups. With momentum
intact and accessibility
improving, the film is
well-positioned to contin-
ue its run through the
summer window.
RaaKaaSaa is currently
playing in theatres.

he film
‘Pithapuramlo... Ala
Modalaindi’ , directed
by veteran filmmaker

Mahesh Chandra, is set to
release on May 1st. The
principal cast includes Dr.
Rajendra Prasad,
Prudhviraj, Kedar
Shankar, Mani Chandana,
Annapurnamma, Sunny
Akhil, Virat, Sai Praneeth,
Sreelu, Prathyusha, and
Rehana. The film was pro-
duced by Dundigalla
Balakrishna, Akula Suresh
Patel, and F.M. Murali
(Godavari Kittayya) under
the Mahesh Chandra
Cinema Team banner.
Speaking on the occasion,
Director Mahesh Chandra

stated, "The trailer and two
songs released recently
have received a tremen-
dous response. This film
features romance, subtle
humor, and sentiment; it
beautifully portrays the
bond between a father and
daughter. It also serves as a
cautionary tale, highlight-
ing what the younger gener-
ation stands to lose if they
take a wrong turn in life.
Overall, the film conveys a
positive message that res-
onates with both the older
and younger generations.
The characters depicted in
this movie are incredibly
natural—the kind of people
you might find living next
door or right in your own

neighborhood. Watching
this film feels as though a
camera was simply placed
to capture real-life events as
they unfolded. Concepts
like this are truly ever-
green. Just as my earlier
film ‘Preyasi Rave’ served
as a turning point in my
career back in the day, I
strongly believe that
‘Pithapuramlo... Ala
Modalaindi’ will now mark
a new turning point in my
career. Renowned sculptor
Rajkumar Wodeyar plays a
pivotal role in the film, and
the voice-over provided by
the 'Haasya Brahma' Dr.
Brahmanandam, stands as
a special highlight of the
movie."

peculation is steadily
mounting around the
release of Toxic, with
trade circles increas-

ingly questioning whether
the film will make its
announced June 4 date.
With roughly 40 days left,
the silence from the makers
has only intensified the
uncertainty all over. There
has been no major promo-
tional activity or official
update, which is unusual
for a project of this scale
and has raised concerns
about its readiness. One of
the key reasons behind this

delay is said to be the com-
plications faced by the ban-
ner, KVN Productions, fol-
lowing the leak issue sur-
rounding Jana Nayagan, a
film which they also pro-
duced. The situation has
reportedly diverted both
attention and resources,
slowing down progress on
multiple fronts. In fact, the
ripple effect is being felt
elsewhere too, as the much-
anticipated film of
Chiranjeevi with director
Bobby, backed by the same
banner, has also seen delays
in its commencement. 

he buzz around everyone’s
favourite web-slinger is only
getting louder, courtesy of two
new posters released this

week! Weeks after Spider-Man:
Brand New Day dropped its first
look, Sony Pictures has treated
fans to fresh glimpses of
the superhero’s next
chapter. The posters
were unveiled at
CinemaCon 2026.
Sony head Tom
Rothman first
showcased the two
upcoming posters
for the film, noting
that it “feels like
nothing we’ve ever
made,” despite the
many past stories around

the superhero. He
also called it Holland’s

“finest performance,”
before Holland

appeared virtually to
declare that the
movie is “the most
emotional Spider-

Man film we’ve ever made, and in
some ways, the most grown-up.” The
trailer of Spider-Man: Brand New
Day has already shattered records,
becoming one of the most talked-
about and widely viewed trailers in

recent times. The overwhelm-
ing response is a clear

sign that audiences
are more than ready

to dive back into
S p i d e r - M a n ’ s
world—this time
with higher
stakes, deeper
emotions, and a
gripping new sto-

ryline. Directed
by Destin Daniel

Cretton, Spider-Man:
Brand New Day sees

Tom Holland reprise his
role alongside Zendaya, Jacob

Batalon, Sadie Sink, Jon Bernthal,
Mark Ruffalo, Michael Mando, and
Tramell Tillman in pivotal roles.
Sony Pictures Entertainment India
will release Spider-Man: Brand New
Day in theatres on 31st July 2026 in

Spider-Man: Brand New Day Star
Tom Holland Suits Up for an Epic

Showdown in Two New Posters

T

T

ollywood actress Tara
Sutaria gave a sneak-peek
into her “last week at home”,
which featured moments

from choreographer-filmmak-
er Farah Khan’s shoe,

evenings, and dinner,
which was almost
served among others.

Tara took to
Instagram, where
she shared a string

of pictures featuring
her elegant dinner
table set-up, piano and
a painting. For the
cation, Tara wrote:

“Last week at home! –
Prepping my table for

my favourite
@farahkhankunder’s
fabulous show –

Evenings – Dinner is
(almost) served – My

favourite piece of art and my baby
grand welcoming me home – @oon-
admello, artist extraordinaire and
someone I am lucky to call family
painted this most exquisite piece
for my new home. Seriously.. How
lucky am I!?” Reacting to the heart-
felt post, Farah couldn’t help but
gush over both the actress and her
beautiful home. 
As she wrote in the comment sec-
tion: “Gorgeous thanks for having
us home you and your house both
are beautiful.” Tara started her
career as a singer in the reality
show Big Bada Boom in 2010 and
transitioned to acting with the sit-
coms The Suite Life of Karan and
Kabir and Oye Jassie. She made her
film debut in 2019 with Student of
the Year 2 and was then seen in
films suchas Marjaavaan, Ek
Villain Returns and Apurva. The
actress will next be seen in Yash’s

“Toxic: A Fairy Tale for Grown-
Ups,” which is slated to release on
June 4. Directed by Geethu
Mohandas, the film was first sched-
uled to hit the screens on March 19.
However, the makers of the action-
drama in March announced that
the film’s release was being post-
poned to June 4 this year in the
wake of the current conflict going
on in the Middle East. KVN
Productions and Monster Mind
Creations announced the strategic
rescheduling of the global theatrical
release of the film based on the
advise of one of their major distri-
bution partner Phars Films. In an
official statement, KVN
Productions and Monster Mind
Creations said,”Toxic: A Fairy Tale
for Grown-ups is a film we concep-
tualized with the vision to create
cinema for a global audience.
Filmed in Kannada and English. 

Tara Sutaria teases her ‘last week
at home’ on Farah Khan’s show
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