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Mali Defence 
Minister killed in 
terrorist attack

ECI warns police over 
lapses in handling 
voter intimidation 
ahead of polls in West 

Bamako, April 26 : 
Mali Defence Minister 
Sadio Camara was 
killed in an attack on 
his residence in the 
town of Kati, near the 
capital Bamako, car-
ried out by armed ter-
rorist groups, local 
sources reported. 

According to the sources, who requested 
anonymity, armed terrorist groups 
launched coordinated attacks on several 
cities across the country on Saturday, 
leaving 16 people wounded. Camara's res-
idence in Kati was also targeted, and 
both the minister and his second wife 
were killed. In a statement on Saturday 
evening, the government of the West 
African nation said the attacks targeted 
multiple locations, including the garri-
son towns of Kati, Sevare, Gao and Kidal, 
as well as the capital, Bamako, reported 
Xinhua news agency. The wounded, 
including civilians and military person-
nel, were taken to medical facilities, and 
the material damage was limited, the 
statement added. As of Sunday, the gov-
ernment had not issued an official state-
ment confirming the minister's death.

Kolkata, Apr 26: The Election 
Commission of India has issued a stern 
warning to Kolkata Police and South 24 
Parganas district police officials, cau-
tioning them of strict disciplinary 
action if any negligence is found in 
handling cases of voter intimidation or 
the use of explosives to influence vot-

ers ahead of the upcom-
ing polls.The warning 
was conveyed during a 
high-level coordination 
meeting held in Kolkata 
on Sunday, attended by 

senior police officials from both 
Kolkata and South 24 Parganas. The 
meeting was led by special election 
observer Subrata Gupta, appointed by 
the Commission. Officials stressed that 
Officers-in-Charge (OCs) and 
Inspectors-in-Charge (ICs) will now be 
directly accountable for any incidents 
involving voter intimidation or the use 
of explosives in their jurisdictions 
before or during polling. They were 
instructed to act swiftly and decisively 
in such situations, with clear warnings 
that failure to do so could result in 
severe disciplinary consequences.
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Karnataka approves
 internal reservation within 

15% SC quota
Bengaluru (TSIT) The Karnataka 
Cabinet on Friday, April 24, 
approved a revised formula for 
internal reservation among 
Scheduled Castes (SC) within the 
existing 15% quota, clearing the 
way for long-pending government 
recruitment and admissions. Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah described 
the move as a “historic decision” 
that would end a four-decade 
struggle over equitable distribu-
tion of reservation benefits among 
different SC communities.

At a special Cabinet meeting, 
the government unanimously 
approved the division of the total 
15% Scheduled Caste quota. 
Under the revised formula, 5.25% 
has been allocated to the “left-
hand groups” or Group A, anoth-
er 5.25% to the “right-hand 
groups” or Group B, including 
the Holeya community, and 4.5% 
to Group C, which includes 
Bhovi, Lambani, Koracha, 
Korma, and 59 nomadic or 
Alemari communities.

Siddaramaiah said the earlier 
6:6:5 formula had to be propor-
tionately reduced after the gov-
ernment brought the total reser-
vation structure in line with the 
50% ceiling laid down by the 
courts. “The earlier 6:6:5 formu-
la was proportionately reduced 
to 15% to comply with the 50% 
reservation ceiling mandated by 
courts. The Cabinet unanimous-
ly decided on 5.25% for SC Left, 
5.25% for SC Right–Holeya, and 
4.5% for Bhovi, Lambani, 
Koracha, Korma, and 59 Alemari 
castes,” he said. The Chief 
Minister said recruitment for 

56,432 government posts 
announced in the state budget 
would begin immediately. 
“From tomorrow onwards, the 
recruitment process will begin 
with the issuance of notifica-
tions,” he said, adding that the 
government would withdraw 
the earlier notification based on 
the 6:6:5 formula and issue a 
fresh one reflecting the revised 
structure. He explained that the 
government had initially pro-
posed 17% reservation for 
Scheduled Castes and 7% for 
Scheduled Tribes. However, 
because of the legal ceiling on 
total reservations, the quota had 
to be reduced to 15% for SCs and 
3% for STs. He cited the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in the 1992 Indra 
Sawhney vs Union of India case, 
which upheld the general 50% 
cap on reservations, and said a 
later Constitution Bench ruling 
had allowed internal reserva-
tion within constitutional lim-
its. The Chief Minister said the 
issue had been delayed despite a 
consensus reached earlier at a 

Scheduled Castes convention in 
Chitradurga attended by 
Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and representatives of 
101 SC communities and 59 
Alemari castes. Following the 
August 1, 2024 Supreme Court 
judgement permitting states to 
implement internal reservation, 
Karnataka appointed a one-man 
panel headed by retired High 
Court judge Justice HN 
Nagamohan Das, whose recom-
mendations formed the basis for 
the categorisation.

However, litigation by the 
Alemari community and confu-
sion over roster points led to a 
High Court stay after the total 
reservation for SC and ST rose to 
24%, taking the overall reserva-
tion beyond the 50% ceiling. 
Siddaramaiah said the 6% reser-
vation kept aside due to court 
intervention would remain as a 
backlog until the final verdict. “If 
the High Court rules in favour, 
the additional 6% will be treated 
as backlog,” he said.

Within Group C, the govern-

ment has also earmarked 20% of 
posts for Alemari communities. 
Siddaramaiah said this effective-
ly meant one in every five posts 
in that category would go to 
nomadic communities. Until the 
final court ruling, recruitment 
and admissions would continue 
within the current 50% ceiling.

Flanked by Dalit ministers, the 
Chief Minister said there was no 
disagreement within the Cabinet 
over the decision. He said minis-
ters including KH Muniyappa, G 
Parameshwara,  HC 
Mahadevappa, Priyank Kharge, 
and Satish Jarkiholi had all sup-
ported the revised structure 
unanimously. Social Welfare 
Minister Mahadevappa called it a 
reflection of the government’s 
commitment to social justice and 
said confusion over roster points 
had delayed implementation. He 
added that if reserved vacancies 
within SC categories were below 
15%, there would be no internal 
quota and those posts would 
remain open to all SC communi-
ties.

Home Minister Parameshwara 
said states such as Haryana, 
Punjab, Telangana, and Andhra 
Pradesh had similar internal res-
ervation models, but Karnataka’s 
case was unique because of the 
large number of SC communi-
ties. “Today we have ensured jus-
tice for all. Every fifth post in 
Group C will be reserved for 
Alemaris. The Karnataka model 
may be emulated as we have 
shown how to implement it legal-
ly, politically, and administra-
tively,” he said.

BRS asks cadres to hoist 
party flags in every village 
on formation day

Hyderabad (TSIT): Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
Working President K.T. Rama 
Rao on Sunday called on the 
party cadres to hoist party 
flags in every village, town, 
constituency, and district 
headquarters to mark the BRS 
formation day on Monday.

During a teleconference with 
party cadres, Rama Rao urged 
cadres to hoist party flags to 
mark the Formation Day.

KTR, as the former Minister 
is popularly known, 
announced that a state-level 

delegates' meeting would be 
held on Monday at the 
Telangana Bhavan. He noted 
that, in light of the massive 
public meeting recently held 
in Jagtial -- and keeping the 
current intense summer heat 
in mind -- the plenary session 
has been limited to a State 
Executive Committee meet-
ing this time, in accordance 
with the directives of BRS 
President and former Chief 
Minister K. Chandrasekhar 
Rao (KCR). The party clari-
fied that invitations to this 
meeting have been extended 
exclusively to State Executive 
Committee members, MPs, 
MLAs, MLCs, district presi-
dents, as well as former pub-
lic representatives and for-
mer chairpersons of various 
corporations.

KTR requested that, given 
the limited entry capacity at 
Telangana Bhavan, only those 
who have received invitations 
should attend.

Let the show go on, says 
Trump after shots fired at 
White House event 
New York, April 26 : US President 
Donald Trump said he was safe 
after he was rushed away from a 
journalists’ event after shots were 
fired at the Washington hotel 
where it was taking place.

“The First Lady, plus the Vice 
President [JD Vance], and all 
Cabinet members, are in perfect 
condition”, he said on Truth 
Social in a series of posts.

“The shooter has been appre-
hended”, he said. “Quite an eve-
ning in DC [District of Columbia 
– Washington]”, he exclaimed.

Several members of the cabinet 
and other officials, including FBI 
Director Kash Patel who were at 
the White House Correspondents 
Association Dinner were all 
reported safe after the incident.

Reports said the shots were 
fired outside the banquet room 
where hundreds of journalists 
were assembled, rather than 
inside the ballroom at the Hilton 
hotel.

In a dramatic scene, Secret 
Service agents jumped onto the 
stage with guns drawn, pushed 
him and others off the stage and 
moved them out.

Trump nonchalantly said, “I 
have recommended that we “LET 
THE SHOW GO ON” but, will 
entirely be guided by Law 
Enforcement”.

Later said that he won’t go 
ahead with it on the advice of law 
enforcement, but would resched-
ule the dinner within 30 days.

Trump has survived two assas-
sination attempts, which took 
place during his election cam-
paign in 2024, one of them injur-
ing him slightly.

Trump, who has testy relations 
with most of the media, had boy-

cotted the annual dinner that 
presidents usually attend, and 
this was the first time that he 
attended it as president.

The event usually features 
jokes and skits by both journal-
ists and the invited VIPs, lam-
pooning each other.

Trump said on Truth Social, 
“Secret Service and Law 
Enforcement did a fantastic job. 
They acted quickly and bravely”.
According to the reporters' press 
pool that accompanies the presi-
dent, a Secret Service agent 
shouted “Shots fired”, as the offi-
cers stormed the stage to protect 
Trump.

The report said that an armed 
person who was stopped from 
entering the ballroom opened 
fire, but was subdued.

According to reports, the per-
son was stopped at the magne-
tometer, a metal detector, and 
fired at a Secret Service Agent.

Inside the ballroom, journalists 
and other invitees, many of them 
high-ranking officials and media 
leaders, dived under the table and 
stayed till the situation stabilised.

Bengal's TMC govt not run from state secretari-
at, but by party-sheltered criminals: PM Modi

ARAMBAG (WEST BENGAL): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday alleged the TMC govern-
ment in West Bengal is not run 
from the state secretariat but by 
criminals sheltered by the party.

Addressing his second rally of 
the day in the Haripal area of 
Arambag in the Hooghly district, 
a day before the poll campaign 
ends, he said the TMC's "depen-
dence on anti-social elements in 
ruling the state" often forces the 
Calcutta High Court or the 
Supreme Court to intervene and 
bring it back on track.

"The TMC's 'nirmam (cruel) 
sarkar' doesn't run from the 
Nabanna (state secretariat). It is 
run by goons and criminals, 
requiring the intervention of the 
high court and the country's apex 
court to bring the government 
back on track," Modi said.

He promised that at its very first 
Cabinet meeting, a BJP govern-
ment in the state will give its nod to 
the implementation of the Centre's 
flagship health insurance pro-
gramme, Ayushman Bharat-

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana. West Bengal is the only 
state that has not yet implemented 
the Centre's universal healthcare 
coverage scheme, with the TMC 
government running its own 
Swasthya Sathi scheme that pro-
vides for secondary and tertiary 
care up to Rs 5 lakh per family 
annually.At the rally, the prime 
minister referred to the record 93.19 
per cent polling in the first phase of 
Assembly polls in Bengal to claim 
that the ruling TMC was "rattled" 
by the voter turnout figure.

Alleging that the credibility of 
the Mamata Banerjee administra-
tion "has fallen to zero", Modi 
claimed that only the BJP can 
form a government, which will 

give justice and security to the 
people of the state.

"The TMC has perpetrated a 
culture of fear in Bengal for the 
past 15 years. People are now back 
saying 'Bhoy (fear) out, Bharosa 
(trust) in'," he said and urged peo-
ple to break the April 23 turnout 
record in the second phase of poll-
ing on April 29."People are forced 
to move courts against the state 
government and its misdeeds 
because they have lost faith in it," 
Modi said, citing the teachers' 
recruitment scam, deployment of 
central forces for the 2023 pan-
chayat polls, Sandeshkhali unrest 
and the RG Kar rape and murder, 
all of which required judicial 
interventions.

CM Yumnam Khemchand Singh calls for dialogue to restore peace in Manipur
Imphal, Apr 25 (UNI) Manipur 

Chief Minister Yumnam 
Khemchand Singh on Saturday 
appealed to all stakeholders to 
engage in dialogue and work col-
lectively towards restoring peace 
in the state, stressing that negoti-
ations remain the only viable 
path forward.

The Chief Minister made the 
appeal while briefing the media 
after holding a series of meetings 
with representatives from vari-
ous localities at the Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat.

He said the prevailing unrest 
has adversely affected daily wage 
earners and disrupted the aca-

demic environment of children 
across the state.“There is no 
alternative to peace except 
through talks and coming togeth-
er at the negotiating table,” he 
stated, adding that the govern-
ment alone cannot ensure peace 
without the cooperation of the 
public and civil society organisa-
tions.Reiterating his call, the 
Chief Minister urged all stake-
holders to participate in dialogue 
to arrive at a lasting solution to 
the ongoing issues.

He also informed that the state 
Cabinet has decided to provide 
government employment to par-
ents of children killed in the 

Tronglaobi incident on humani-
tarian grounds.

The decision, he clarified, was 
not made in response to any 
demand from the Joint Action 
Committee (JAC) or affected fam-

ilies.Assuring that justice will be 
pursued, the Chief Minister said 
the government is making all 
efforts to ensure that those 
responsible for the incident are 
brought to book at the earliest.

Meanwhile, Home Minister 
Govindas Konthoujam said the 
government has so far allowed 
democratic and non-violent pro-
tests, noting that the Chief 
Minister met several groups who 
visited the Secretariat following a 
public rally earlier in the day.The 
Home Minister informed that 
individuals representing the 
Coordinating Committee on 
Manipur Integrity (COCOMI) 

submitted a memorandum com-
prising seven questions. He 
added that the government had 
earlier invited COCOMI for dis-
cussions, but the invitation was 
declined.Responding to the mem-
orandum, Konthoujam reaf-
firmed the government’s commit-
ment to safeguarding all indige-
nous communities. He also 
asserted that the government will 
not tolerate any form of terror-
ism, including narco-terrorism 
and illegal possession of arms 
and ammunition.

Referring to the Tronglaobi incident, 
the Home Minister said the case has 
been handed over to the National 

Investigation Agency, and a team led by 
an Inspector General has already visit-
ed the site. On the issue of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), he stated that 
arrangements have been made for their 
return, but the process has been delayed 
due to the prevailing situation and trust 
deficit among communities. He added 
that the Chief Minister has been visiting 
relief camps of affected communities as 
time permits. Konthoujam further clari-
fied that any decision regarding the 
abrogation of the Suspension of 
Operation (SoO) agreements with Kuki 
militants cannot be taken unilaterally 
by the state government, as it involves 
the union Ministry of Home Affairs in a 
tripartite framework.

Bengal polls: Kejriwal 
asks 90 lakh deleted 
voters to support TMC 
and defeat BJP
KOLKATA (TSIT): AAP lead-
er and former Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Sunday alleged that a BJP-EC 
conspiracy led to the deletion 
of 90 lakh voters from the elec-
toral rolls in West Bengal 
under the 
SIR exer-
cise, claim-
ing it was 
part of a 
larger plan 
to target citi-
zenship doc-
u m e n t s .
Addressing an election rally in 
Rasbehari constituency here, 
Kejriwal also accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of 
"insulting" the people of the 
state by deploying 3.5 lakh 
security personnel for the 
Assembly polls.He urged those 
whose names were allegedly 
deleted from the voters' list to 
support the Trinamool 
Congress.

                For Website
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NEW DELHI: Indepen-
dent MP and former Union 
law minister Kapil Sibal on 
Saturday accused the BJP 
of perpetrating "unconsti-
tutional activities" such as 
the merger of seven AAP 
MPs into it even without the 
merger of two-thirds of the 
party.

He also asked if the 
prime minister of the coun-
try lacks the courage to 
counter the president of the 
United States for calling In-
dia a "hellhole," how can the 
Rajya Sabha chairman mus-
ter the courage to decide on 

-
cation of these MPs.

In a surprise move on 
Friday, seven Rajya Sabha 
MPs of the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP), including six from 
Punjab, defected to the BJP. 
These included Raghav 
Chadha, Sandeep Pathak, 
Ashok Mittal, Harbhajan 
Singh, Rajinder Gupta, 
Swati Maliwal and Vikram-
jit Sahney.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Sibal claimed 
that the merger of AAP MPs 

into the BJP is unconstitu-
tional, as the law permits it 
only if the party is merged 

Anyone cannot simply 
merge on their own, Sibal 
said, the Constitution says 

must take a decision at the 
organisational level, pass a 
resolution deciding that as 
a political party they want 
to merge with the BJP, and 
only then can it be done.

and then the MPs, the oppo-
site cannot happen, he said, 
adding that it is against 

Schedule 10 of the Consti-
tution.

AAP MPs, the former Union 
minister said, "What cour-
age will the Rajya Sabha 
chairman have in deciding 

the prime minister does not 
have the courage to even re-
spond to President Trump? 
You keep quiet."

"The way you (the prime 
minister) surrender (be-
fore Trump) is the way 
AAP members surrendered 
to you. It is the same. We 
have surrendered to all the 

machinations of the gov-
ernment that are unconsti-
tutional. Because we do not 
dare to stand up and say 
this is wrong. At no level do 
we have that courage," he 
told reporters.

Sibal claimed that peti-
tions lie for years in courts 
without being decided, 
terming it a sad state of af-
fairs.

Taking on the prime 
minister for his silence on 
Trump using derogatory 
words for India, he said, 
"If somebody outside can 
dare to say to this country 
that this is a hellhole and 
the prime minister of India 
doesn't respond, can you 
imagine? We are a country 
of 140 crore people, and 
the 'Vishwaguru' cannot re-
spond".

He said the prime minis-
ter does not have that kind 
of courage.

Sibal said, "When the 
history of this country will 
be written, these will be the 
darkest days. I hope that at 
the end of the tunnel, we 
will see some light."

Kapil Sibal: Merger of AAP MPs with BJP 
before party's merger 'unconstitutional'

AHMEDABAD: A three-tier se-
curity is in place for the local body 
elections in Gujarat scheduled for 
April 26, aided by CCTV surveil-
lance and deployment of special 
squads in sensitive areas, a top po-

Polling will be held from 7 AM to 
6 PM across 15 municipal corpora-
tions, including Ahmedabad, Surat, 
Vadodara and Rajkot, 84 munici-
palities, 34 district panchayats, and 
260 taluka panchayats. Votes will 
be counted on April 28.

Director General of Police KLN 
Rao said elaborate security arrange-
ments have been put in place to en-
sure free and fair polling.

The security set up covers 
around 29,000 polling buildings 
and over 49,000 polling stations, 
he said, adding that booths are clas-

and normal based on standard op-
erating procedures.

Local police will be accompanied 
by armed cops, State Reserve Po-
lice, Central forces, Home Guards, 
Gram Rakshak Dal (GRD), and 

Sagar Rakshak Dal (SRD).
"A three-tier arrangement has 

been implemented, comprising 
booth-level deployment, sub-pe-
rimeter security and route pa-
trolling. Additionally, special police 
squads will be deployed in areas 

Rao told reporters in Gandhinagar.
He said 113 inter-state and in-

tra-district check posts have been 
set up as part of the pre-poll mea-
sures.

Referring to the police crack-
down, he said around 3,000 
non-bailable warrants have been 
executed in one month, and more 
than 450 cases under the PASA 
(Prevention of Anti-Social Activities 

across the state.
Enforcement drives have led 

to seizure of liquor valued at more 
than Rs 30 crore, and nearly 95 per 
cent of licensed weapons have been 

He said surveillance is being 
strengthened through CCTV net-
works linked to district-level "Ne-
tram" systems and the state-level 
"Trinetra" Command and Control 
Centre, which will function round-
the-clock. "Feeds from all areas 
connected to the CCTV network ar-
rive at the command centre. We will 
receive alerts if any attempts are 
made to cause a disruption, and we 
will take strict action against them," 
he said. Social media is also being 
closely monitored through cyber 
units to prevent the spread of objec-
tionable content, he said.

"We are actively monitoring for 
any objectionable posts that attempt 
to spoil the peaceful atmosphere or 
intend to disrupt the elections. If we 
identify any such objectionable con-
tent, it will be promptly deleted," 
the DGP said.

‘Elaborate security for 
Gujarat local body polls’

CHANDIGARH: AAP 
workers on Saturday held 
protests outside the resi-
dences of Rajya Sabha MPs 
Harbhajan Singh, Ashok 
Mittal and Rajinder Gup-
ta, who quit the party and 
joined the BJP. The workers 
wrote 'Gaddar' (traitor) on 
the boundary walls of their 
houses with spray paint in 
Ludhiana and Jalandhar.

On Friday, AAP Ra-
jya Sabha members Ra-
ghav Chadha and Sandeep 
Pathak announced that 
they were quitting the party 
and joining the BJP along 

Mittal, Harbhajan Singh, 
Rajinder Gupta, Swati Ma-
liwal, and Vikramjit Sahney 
were the other AAP MPs 
they named. The protesters 
raised slogans of "Punjab 

de Gaddar", accusing them 
of betraying the people of 
Punjab.

In Jalandhar, AAP lead-
er Pawan Kumar Tinu said, 
"The AAP government will 
return to power in Punjab 
in 2027, and the BJP will 
have no political ground left 
to stand on. Out of frustra-
tion, the BJP has resorted 

to poaching AAP's Rajya 
Sabha MPs by hook or 
crook. The Congress, BJP 
and Akali Dal have formed 
an unholy alliance against 
AAP, which is why their 
leaders are making similar 
statements about AAP MPs 
defecting to the BJP."

AAP Punjab Youth Wing 
acting president Parminder 

Goldy led a protest outside 
the residence of MP Ra-
jinder Gupta in Ludhiana, 
raising slogans against him.

He said, "The people of 
Punjab will never forgive 
this betrayal of trust. The 
BJP is deeply unsettled by 
Arvind Kejriwal's politics 
of development and gov-
ernance, and is attempting 
to destabilise AAP through 
conspiracies. However, 

-
cause every AAP work-

party's leadership and its 
vision." The AAP leaders 
reiterated that the party re-
mains united and commit-
ted to serving the people of 
Punjab, asserting that those 
who betray the trust of Pun-
jab will ultimately be held 
accountable by the people.

AAP holds protests outside residences of MPs 
Rajinder Gupta, Harbhajan Singh, Ashok Mittal

NEW DELHI: A day after 
seven AAP MPs defected 
to the BJP, the two par-
ties clashed over AAP chief 
Arvind Kejriwal’s new res-
idence in Delhi, with the 
BJP dubbing it “Sheesh 
Mahal Part 2”—a reference 

during his tenure as Chief 

party had called “Sheesh 
Mahal”.

Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Parvesh Verma 
called Kejriwal “Delhi ka 
Rahman Dakait,” drawing 
a comparison to a charac-
ter portrayed by Akshaye 

-
randhar. He alleged that, 
like a sequel, Kejriwal now 
has a second “Sheesh Ma-
hal.”

Verma also present-
ed what he claimed were 

layout plans and interior 
design documents of the 
bungalow at 95 Lodhi Es-
tate, where Kejriwal has 
recently moved. According 
to Verma, the documents 
describe a “contemporary 
transitional” design featur-
ing spaces such as a foyer, 
living room, bedrooms, 
lounge, and meeting room, 
along with customised fur-
niture and décor.

Interestingly, Verma 
also claimed that Pun-
jab’s AAP Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann was feel-
ing tense and “wondering 
when Arvind Kejriwal will 
leave him, or he will leave 
Arvind Kejriwal.” “He is 

knows under the pressure 
of which video he is saying 
all these things and is not 
leaving the party.”

Former Delhi minister 
Atishi Marlena rejected 
the allegations, calling the 
images “fake” and not be-
longing to Kejriwal’s resi-
dence. She countered that 
if questions were being 
raised about luxury, then 
BJP leader Rekha Gupta 
and the Lieutenant Gover-
nor should also open their 
homes to public scrutiny. 
“Kejriwal ji will open his 
house as well, and the pub-
lic will decide,” she said.

Verma also criticised 
Kejriwal’s lifestyle, saying 
the leader who once prom-
ised simplicity now lives 
lavishly. “The Aam Aadmi 
Party has become the ‘Al-
ishaan Aadmi Party’,” he 
said, questioning the cost 
of the Lodhi Estate bunga-
low and the source of funds 
used for its interiors.

‘Delhi ka Rahman Dakait’: BJP targets Kejriwal, 
also makes huge claim on Punjab CM Mann

NEW DELHI: Leaders 
quitting the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) have not done 
so out of fear but due to a 
growing sense of " disap-
pointment, disengagement 
and disgust" with the or-
ganisation, Rajya Sabha 
member Raghav Chadha 
said on Saturday, a day af-
ter he joined the BJP along 
with six other party MPs.

Referring to the 'Sheesh 
Mahal' row related to the of-

when he was the Delhi chief 
minister, Chadha claimed it 
was one of the main reasons 
for AAP's defeat in the 2025 
Delhi Assembly elections.

He said that every true 
patriot who had nurtured 
the AAP with their blood 
and sweat with great hope 
has either already left the 
party or is in the process of 
leaving it.

Chadha claimed every 
honest and hardworking 

person now feels that there 
is "no space left to work in 
AAP" and that the party is 
moving on a wrong path 
with which no one wants to 
remain associated.

"Because of this, leaders 
have been leaving the party 
one after another," Chadha 
told PTI Videos.

AAP has accused the 
BJP of engineering the split 
and using fear of central 
agencies to poach its lead-
ers. Calling the seven MPs 
"gaddar" (traitors), the rul-
ing party in Punjab said it 

-
tion from the Upper House.

However, Chadha said 
the MPs are leaving the 
AAP together because they 
believe it has gone into 
"corrupt and compromised 
hands". He said those in 
AAP claiming that leaders 
left out of fear were wrong, 
adding that they did not 
leave due to any fear but be-

cause they felt disappoint-
ed, disengaged and disgust-
ed with the party.

Chadha alleged that 
"Sheesh Mahal Part Two" 
has now come up in Del-
hi and some pictures of it 
have surfaced, referring to 
an earlier press conference 
where Delhi cabinet min-
ister Parvesh Sahib Singh 
Verma alleged that money 
was being squandered on 
a newly allotted bungalow 
in Lodhi Estate to AAP's 
national convener Arvind 
Kejriwal.

Chadha said that when 

was built, it had badly dam-
aged the image of AAP. "It 
was one of the main reasons 
behind the party's defeat 
in the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions," he claimed.

Meanwhile, AAP leader 
Atishi claimed the photo-
graphs released by Verma 
were fake.

No space left to work in AAP, 
says Chadha; attacks Kejriwal

KOZHIKODE: IUML 
leader P K Kunhalikutty on 
Saturday said discussions 
among Congress leaders 
over the chief ministerial 
candidate were not a matter 
of concern for his party.

Speaking to reporters 
after the IUML’s election 
evaluation meeting here, 
Kunhalikutty said the party 
leadership had already clar-

ministerial candidate would 
be decided only after the As-
sembly election results are 
announced on May 4.

“We have not taken the 
discussions seriously. Such 
discussions happen in Kera-
la. During the election, there 
were discussions in the LDF 
after some leaders quit the 
front. After the election, nat-
urally they cannot discuss 
it,” he said.

He said such discussions 
were normal, but the IUML 
was clear about its position.

“The UDF has a method 

of choosing the Chief Min-
ister after the election result 
is announced. As per that 
method, since the Congress 
is the principal ally, the 
Chief Minister will be from 
the Congress. But Congress 
leadership will discuss the 
matter with alliance part-

we are going to form a gov-
ernment in Kerala,” he said.

Kunhalikutty said public 
sentiment would also be tak-

en into consideration while 
selecting the chief ministeri-
al candidate.

“The ally parties will 
present their opinion when 
the discussion is held with 
the Congress after the elec-
tion result is announced,” he 
said.

Claiming that there was 
a pro-UDF trend in the state 
during the election, he said 
the front could win up to 100 
of the 140 Assembly seats.

IUML not concerned over Cong CM 
candidate debate, says Kunhalikutty

NEW DELHI: In a major break-
through, the Crime Branch of Delhi 
Police has arrested 54-year-old social 
activist and YouTuber Salim Khan, also 
known as Salim Ahmed alias Salim Was-
tik, in connection with a 31-year-old kid-
napping for ransom and murder case of 
a 13-year-old boy in North East Delhi. 
The accused had been absconding for 
over two decades after jumping interim 
bail and had even declared himself dead 
to evade arrest. DCP Crime Branch San-
jeev Kumar Yadav said, “This successful 

of Delhi Police. Despite the accused’s at-
tempts to mislead agencies by changing 
identity and faking his death, our teams 

-
ers, no matter how long they evade jus-
tice.”

According to police, the case dates 
back to January 1995, when Sandeep 
Bansal, son of a cement businessman, 
was kidnapped while on his way to 
school. The kidnappers demanded a 

family to deliver the money near Loni. 

However, the child was later found mur-
dered, and his body was recovered from 
a drain in Mustafabad following the dis-
closure made by Salim Khan.

Investigations revealed that Salim 
Khan, then a martial arts instructor at 
Ramjas School, Daryaganj, and his asso-
ciate Anil had planned the crime. Both 
were convicted in 1997 and sentenced 
to life imprisonment by a Delhi court. 
While Anil surrendered, Salim Khan 
was granted interim bail by the Delhi 
High Court in 2000 but failed to return, 

YouTuber arrested in 31-year-old 
kidnapping -murder case

KOLKATA: TMC chief Ma-
mata Banerjee on Saturday 
claimed that the BJP has de-
ployed its entire machinery 
to defeat the regional party 
in the West Bengal assembly 
elections as almost the entire 
Union cabinet and CMs of 
NDA-ruled states are camp-
ing in the poll-bound state.

Addressing an election 
rally at Uttarpara in Hoogh-
ly district, Banerjee accused 
the BJP of giving false prom-
ises to migrant workers from 
West Bengal employed out-
side the state.

"The BJP is desperate, 

into West Bengal as almost 
the entire Union cabinet, 
from the PM to home, rail-
way and defence ministers, 
as well as CMs of 19 NDA-
ruled states camping in a 
single state – West Bengal," 
the chief minister said.

Compare this with only 
three helicopters being used 
by the TMC to campaign 
across the state. But all this 
hype and sound and fury will 
end in a whimper on May 

4, she said. "On top of this, 
we are seeing central forces 
wherever we are going. They 
are bringing in armoured ve-
hicles which are not put to 
use where such vehicles are 
needed," Banerjee said.

On Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah's reported state-
ment that "TMC-aided goons 
would be hung upside down 
after the results", she said, 
"As a Union minister and a 
responsible leader, you can-
not utter such words. You 

are speaking in the language 
of terror. I know no action 
will be taken against you. 
But, I have asked our men 
to videograph his speech 
and submit the same to the 
court." Alleging that 400 
people were brought from 
outside to her constituency 
Bhabanipur, she said, "They 
were driven out. I will ask 
everyone to keep a tab on ev-
ery hotel and guest house to 
identify such people who are 
helping the BJP."

Entire Union cabinet, 19 CMs won't 
help BJP win Bengal polls: Mamata

27 years after 
encounter death of 
gangster, nephew 

kills 'informant'

MUMBAI: Nearly three 
decades after the death of a 
gangster in the city in a po-
lice encounter, his nephew 
and another person have 
been arrested for the alleged 
revenge killing of 78-year-
old man whom they suspect-
ed to be a police informant. 
Sadiq Jawar (29), nephew 
of deceased gangster Sadiq 
Kalia, and his associate 
Naushad Mithani allegedly 
killed Iqbal Ibrahim Selia 
in Nagpada area of South 
Mumbai earlier this week, 

Jawar -- who would have 
been a toddler when his un-
cle died -- suspected that it 
was Selia who had tipped 

the encounter 27 years ago, 

Mithani allegedly entered 
Selia's house on the evening 
of April 20 when his wife and 
son were away, and hacked 
him to death with a chopper, 
according to police.

Boy sexually assaulted 
by two classmates, class 
10 student in Faridabad

FARIDABAD: A student 
of class 8 here was alleged-
ly sexually assaulted for 
several days by two of his 
classmates and a student of  
class 10, police said on Sat-
urday.

Based on a complaint 
of the victim's father, po-
lice have registered a case 
against the three juveniles 
under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act at Sa-
ran Police Station.

According to police, the 
12-year-old boy, studying in 
a government school, was 
leaving the premises to go 
home when he was lured by 
two of his classmates and 
another student of class 
10 to the school bathroom, 
where they sexually assault-
ed him.

Following this, the ac-
cused students allegedly 
assaulted him for several 
days.

Couple's 
bodies found 

in well in 
Banswara

JAIPUR: A couple's bodies 
were found in a well near 
their village in Rajasthan's 
Banswara district on Satur-
day, police said.

The deceased have been 

Mukesh, residents of Nava 
Gaon mohalla under the 
Arthuna police station area.

The police said the bod-
ies were recovered from a 
well located about 500 me-
tres from the village, adding 
that the couple had been 
missing since April 21.

SHO Vinod Kumar said 
that the case appeared sus-
picious and the exact cause 
of death is yet to be ascer-
tained. He said the police 
are examining all angles, 
including the possibility of 
suicide and other causes.
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New Delhi : Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar 
said that he met Union min-
isters regarding 
Bengaluru's development 
and held discussions with 
High Command leaders on 
elections in various states 
during his two-day visit to 
Delhi. 

Replying to media que-
ries in New Delhi on 
Saturday night, he said, "He 
is the AICC President and I 
am the KPCC President. 
Who else would meet our 
President if not me? The 
party had entrusted me 
with the responsibility of 
election campaigning in 
Kerala, Assam, and Tamil 
Nadu. I released the party 
manifesto there and also 
participated in Rahul 
Gandhi's campaign. 
By-elections have also 
taken place in our state. I 
still need to go to Assam 
once more on the final day." 

He was replying to a ques-
tion on his meeting with 
AICC President Mallikarjun 
Kharge. 

When asked about dis-
cussions with Union 
Ministers on building 
height restrictions, TDR, 
and Premium FAR, he said: 
"Defence Department land 
is needed for Bengaluru's 
infrastructure develop-
ment. I met Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh and 
discussed this matter. The 
SkyDeck project had faced 
obstacles from the HAL 
defence airport. I discussed 
the matter of Premium 
FAR. Those who lose land 
in the Bengaluru Business 
Corridor project were fac-
ing restrictions in obtain-
ing TDR and FAR. So we 
have submitted a proposal 
from the state government. 
During my last visit to 
Delhi, I had met the Civil 
Aviation Minister and held 

discussions."
Submission of Proposals 

for 1,082 Urban Development 
Projects

"Union Urban 
Development Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar has 
set aside 1 lakh crore for 
urban development through 
the Urban Challenge Fund, 
of which 5,000 crore has 
been allocated for all cities 
in our state. Certain criteria 
have been set for this, and 
we have placed proposals 
for 1,082 projects from our 
state before him. We have 
submitted project proposals 
worth 1.25 lakh crore, for 
which the Central 
Government needs to con-
tribute approximately Rs 
32,000– Rs 35,000 crore. I 
have therefore requested 
more than 5,000 crore. I also 
told him that if other states 
do not avail this grant, we 
are ready to take it. He 
said he would look into 
it. I, Rahim Khan, and 
other officials participat-
ed in the meeting. 
HUDCO has decided to 
provide 50% as loan, 
while the Central 
Government must bear 
25% and the State 
Government or local 
body must bear the 
remaining 25%. We sub-
mitted the proposal so as 
not to miss this opportu-
nity," he explained.

Shivakumar Meets Union Ministers Regarding 
Bengaluru's Development and High Command 

on Elections in Various States

Antimicrobial resistance a major health 
challenge for India: Experts

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's call to check the 
indiscriminate use of antibiotics 
has been lauded by health experts 
who said that his message drew 
attention to a major health con-
cern of antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) that the country is present-
ly facing and called for regulating 
over-the-counter sale of such 
drugs.

AMR occurs when bacteria, 
viruses, fungi and parasites no lon-
ger respond to antimicrobial medi-
cines, according to WHO. As a 
result of drug resistance, antibiot-
ics become ineffective and infec-
tions become difficult or impossi-
ble to treat.

In his monthly 'Mann Ki Baat' 
radio address, Prime Minister 
Modi on Sunday said that antibiot-
ics are not medicines that can be 
taken mindlessly and urged people 
to take them only on the doctor's 
advice.

He said the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) recently 
released a report which said that 
antibiotics were proving ineffec-
tive against many diseases like 
pneumonia and UTI (Urinary 
Tract Infections). "This is a matter 
of great concern for all of us," he 
said.

Dr M Srinivas, Director of 
AIIMS-Delhi, underlined that anti-
biotics should be consumed only 
when prescribed by doctors and 
for the exact duration.

"Indiscriminate use of antibiot-
ics will lead to resistance, and if 
the infection increases, there will 
be no reserved drugs left to use. 
The AIIMS has taken the leader-
ship role in this matter... we have 
SoPs and hospital infection control 
systems and are creating aware-
ness about the issue," he said. 
ICMR Director General Rajiv Bahl 
said, "PM Modi has drawn the 
nation's attention to a serious 
issue. Overuse or irrational use of 
antibiotics for infections like pneu-
monia can lead to resistance, mak-

ing them less effective. Antibiotics 
should only be used when needed 
and prescribed by doctors," he 
said. Dr Atul Gogia, senior consul-
tant and Head of Infectious 
Diseases at Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital, said that antimicrobial 
resistance is one of the greatest 
challenges India is currently fac-
ing. Indiscriminate use of antibiot-
ics - unsupervised and self-medica-
tion - is leading to growing morbid-
ity and mortality, he said.

The common simple-to-treat 
infections are becoming increas-
ingly difficult to treat because of 
the growing antimicrobial resis-
tance, Gogia stressed.

"There is a need of the hour to 
restrict over-the-counter sale of 
antibiotics as well as restrictions 
on their use in animals. Ensuring 
supervised antibiotic use in proper 
dosage and duration is the need of 
the hour to prevent further aggra-

vation in the AMR situation," he 
said.

The early involvement of physi-
cians and infectious disease doc-
tors for proper implementation of 
the guidelines is very essential to 
prevent the onslaught of AMR, he 
added.

India, bearing a silent and large 
pandemic in terms of high burden 
of infectious diseases, with UTI 
and pneumonia being the major 
ones, easy over-the-counter avail-
ability of antibiotics, irrational 
prescribing, and incomplete treat-
ment courses have accelerated 
resistance, said Dr Neha Rastogi, 
Senior Consultant-Infectious 
Diseases, Fortis Gurugram.

"With the strategy to empower 
the community as a modality to 
combat antimicrobial resistance, 
Prime Minister Narendera Modi 
emphasised on mass awareness," 
she said. Massive impact of behav-

ioural change, better diagnostics 
alongside stringent regulation and 
implementation of national poli-
cies on controlling AMR are need-
ed. "Prevention of infections - vac-
cination, sanitation and environ-
mental factors; pre-empting - early 
and improved affordable diagnos-
tics, avoidance of self-medication, 
right dose right duration protocol 
are key pillars to build and sustain 
the drive against antimicrobial 
resistance," Rastogi said.

Dr Manisha Arora, Director of 
Internal Medicine at CK Birla 
Hospital, Delhi, said that antibiotic 
resistance has emerged as one of 
the most serious global public 
health crises.

While it is a worldwide concern, 
India is among the countries most 
severely affected due to the wide-
spread misuse and overuse of anti-
biotics, she said.

Studies suggest that nearly 50-70 
per cent of antibiotic use in India is 
inappropriate, she said.

According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the rise of 
drug-resistant "superbugs" is 
alarming, with antimicrobial 
resistance currently responsible 
for approximately 700,000 deaths 
each year globally. If left 
unchecked, this number could rise 
dramatically to 10 million deaths 
annually by 2050, surpassing can-
cer as a leading cause of mortality. 
"In India, the situation is further 
worsened by self-medication and 
the easy availability of antibiotics 
without a prescription. This is a 
major concern and calls for strict-
er regulation and enforcement. 
"Antibiotics should only be taken 
when prescribed by a qualified 
healthcare professional. In paral-
lel, strengthening infection pre-
vention and control measures, 
along with increasing public 
awareness and education on 
responsible antibiotic use, is criti-
cal to tackling this growing threat," 
Dr Arora said.

Experts call for integrated action to 
curb antibiotic resistance

CHENNAI: Antibiotic 
resistance is a critical 
global health threat due 
to excessive and inap-
propriate use of antibiot-
ics in humans, livestock 
and agriculture, warn 
health experts. A major 
concern is the growing 
tendency among people 
to take antibiotics with-
out medical advice.

When antibiotics are 
misused, taken in the 
wrong dose or stopped 
midway, bacteria sur-
vive, mutate and become 
resistant, making infec-
tions harder to treat.

“If antibiotics are not 
taken properly, some 
bacteria survive, mutate 
and become resistant 
over time. Even simple 
infections can turn life 
threatening,” infectious 
disease expert Dr 
Surendran told DT Next. 
“Patients often discon-
tinue antibiotics once 
symptoms improve, 
instead of completing 
the full course, enabling 
harmful bacteria to per-
sist. Self-medication, use 
of leftover antibiotics 
and pressure on doctors 
to prescribe them for 
viral infections like 
colds and flu worsen the 
problem.” . It warns that 
antibiotic resistance 
could lead to 10 million 
deaths annually by 2050 
if urgent action is not 
taken. In India, surveil-
lance by the Indian 
Council of Medical 
Research shows alarm-
ing trends. In 2024, anal-
ysis of more than 99,000 
laboratory samples 
revealed that gram-nega-
tive bacteria continue to 
dominate serious infec-
tions, particularly blood, 
urine and respiratory ill-

nesses. Declining effec-
tiveness of last-resort 
antibiotics such as car-
bapenems against patho-
gens like Klebsiella 
pneumoniae has raised 
serious concern among 
clinicians.

Antibiotic misuse 
extends beyond humans. 
Large quantities are 
used in poultry, dairy 
and livestock farming to 
accelerate growth and 
prevent disease. In agri-
culture, antibiotics used 
for crop protection con-
taminate soil and water. 
“These residues enter 
our food chain and water 
sources, contributing to 
resistance. It is not only 
a medical problem but 
an environmental one 
too,” said environmental 
activist Sundarrajan of 
Poovulagin Nanbargal.

The scale of the crisis 
is evident in global data. 
WHO estimates that 
nearly one in six bacte-
rial infections world-
wide is now antibiotic 
resistant. It warns that 
antibiotic resistance 
could lead to 10 million 
deaths annually by 2050 
if urgent action is not 
taken. In India, surveil-
lance by the Indian 
Council of Medical 
Research shows alarm-
ing trends. In 2024, anal-
ysis of more than 99,000 
laboratory samples 

revealed that gram-nega-
tive bacteria continue to 
dominate serious infec-
tions, particularly blood, 
urine and respiratory ill-
nesses. Declining effec-
tiveness of last-resort 
antibiotics such as car-
bapenems against patho-
gens like Klebsiella 
pneumoniae has raised 
serious concern among 
clinicians.

The scale of the crisis 
is evident in global data. 
WHO estimates that 
nearly one in six bacte-
rial infections world-
wide is now antibiotic 
resistant. It warns that 
antibiotic resistance 
could lead to 10 million 
deaths annually by 2050 
if urgent action is not 
taken. In India, surveil-
lance by the Indian 
Council of Medical 
Research shows alarm-
ing trends. In 2024, 
analysis of more than 
99,000 laboratory sam-
ples revealed that 
gram-negative bacteria 
continue to dominate 
serious infections, par-
ticularly blood, urine 
and respiratory illness-
es. Declining effective-
ness of last-resort anti-
biotics such as car-
bapenems against 
pathogens like 
Klebsiella pneumoniae 
has raised serious con-
cern among clinicians.

Whatever has to happen will 
happen, I have faith in the 
party: DCM D K Shivakumar

Will not speak on political matters 
before the media

Bengaluru : Stating that whatever was 
meant to happen would happen, Deputy 
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar said 
that he would not speak on political mat-
ters before the media from now on.
Speaking to reporters at his 
Sadashivanagar residence, he said, 
“Whatever has to happen will happen. 
From now on, I will not speak to the 
media on political matters. When the 
time comes, it will be known on its 
own."When asked about his Delhi visit, 
he clarified: "There is no problem with 
us. There is no politics. Whatever deci-
sions have been made will come into 
effect."
We have faith in our party
When asked about Satish Jarkiholi's 
statement that there is confusion within 
the party, he said, "Our party will do 
what needs to be done at the right time. 
We have faith in our party. They know 
what needs to be done."
We will follow the party's decision
When asked about a change in leader-
ship, he said: "You may be confused 
about this. I will never discuss this. Both 
the CM and I have said that whenever 
the high command gives instructions, 
we will follow them and we will act 
accordingly."
Do not put up flex banners for my birth-
day
When asked whether good news would 
come on his birthday on May 15, he said, 
"No one should put up flex boards or 
banners on my birthday. If they do, I 
will instruct the municipal body to take 
action against them. If necessary, paid 
advertisements can be given. Flex 
boards should not be put up on roads. 
This is my instruction to everyone. I 
have already directed the Commissioner 
to impose heavy fines for unauthorized 
flex boards on roads."
We have delivered sub-reservation as 
promised
When asked about BJP's criticism 
regarding sub-reservation, he said: "The 
BJP was unable to do anything. We have 
acted according to the promise we made. 
Even when it was 17% earlier, we did it 
correctly. There was a question of who 
gets priority first among the right and 
left factions. A solution has been found 
for that. Whether it is the right, the left, 
Lambani, or Bovi — our government 
has worked to deliver justice to every-
one. We have resolved a problem that 
existed for 30–40 years. We are giving 
justice to everyone and we must move 
forward together."

Bengaluru : In a first, over 36,000 
runners soaked up the summer 
sun when they showed up with 
zest and fanfare at the TCS World 
10K Bengaluru in its historic 
18th edition here on Sunday.
At the flag off, the event's global 
popularity was at the fore with 
not only running enthusiasts 
from different nationalities lin-
ing up but also featured the 
56-year-old Chief Minister of 
Jammu & Kashmir Omar 
Abdullah taking to the start line 
along with his sons Zahid and 
Zamir accompanying him. 
Interestingly, the father beat the 
sons to the finish line, clocking 
an impressive 50 minutes while 
Zahid and Zamir finished six 
minutes behind their father. 
"It was a tough run. I started a bit 
too fast and then the humidity of 
Bangalore caught up with me. 
But the crowds were amazing," 
expressed Abdullah. 
"I've run in other cities as well. 
But the passion and the support 
that I saw from the crowds here 
in Bangalore was absolutely 
amazing. It really gives us a lot of 
energy. The arrangements, par-
ticularly from PROCAM and the 
administration of Karnataka and 
the Bangalore City, were very 
good," he added.
Among other noted personalities 
testing their endurance in the 
Open 10K was Mysuru Maharaja 
and Member of Parliament 

Yaduveer KC Wadiyar. Having 
participated in the event in pre-
vious years, Yaduveer said this 
event offers a great opportunity 
to connect with the vibrant run-
ning community of Bengaluru.
"The TCS World 10K is a wonder-
ful event, it has good energy and 
a good vibe. It's been a pleasure 
to revive that interest in running 
through this year's 10K. 
Hopefully, I will be able to go 
through and do the races in 
Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai to 
complete my Procam Slam." 
 Deputy CM of Karnataka DK 
Shivakumar also commented on 
the event saying, “I would like to 
thank TCS for taking the initia-
tive for organising the event in 
Bengaluru. They are doing a 
great job and it is the need of the 
hour. There were more than 
36,000 participants taking part 
today, underlining the growth of 
running culture in the city and 
the country.”

Making it a special outing on 
Sunday was Bengaluru South 
MP Tejasvi Surya and his wife 
Sivashree, who made her debut 
in the 10K category. Surya, who 
stopped the clock at 61 minutes, 
patiently waited at the finish line 
for his wife - cheering her on as 
she crossed the line. Evidently 
proud of her feat, he said, "My 
wife is incredible. She isn't a 
natural runner. She has put in so 
much effort in the past few 
months. She's getting better. It 
just shows that whoever puts in 
the necessary training, you can 
actually make it happen. All 
those early morning runs in 
Lalbagh, all of that is finally pay-
ing off. And I'm so, so proud of 
what she's done."
There were more such personal 
milestones on Sunday. For 
42-year-old Saloni Arora, com-
pleting the Open 10K was a huge 
high as this was her 10th race at 
the TCS World 10K. 

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Mysuru Maharaja Yaduveer 
headline TCS World 10K Open Category

Bengaluru : Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
will take on Delhi Capitals in their upcom-
ing TATA IPL 2026 fixture, with the side 
currently placed second on the points 
table with 10 points, and looking to further 
strengthen their position as the tourna-

ment progresses. Ahead of the contest, 
RCB batting coach and mentor Dinesh 
Karthik highlighted the growing impact 
of all-rounder Krunal Pandya, he said:

“Krunal Pandya is a player this game 
will remember for a long time. He is push-
ing the boundaries of finger spin and 
bowling deliveries that weren’t imagin-
able a few years ago. He is becoming a 
master at it.” Elaborating on Krunal’s 
effectiveness in pressure situations, 
Karthik added:“He knows when to use 
his variations to create doubt in the bat-
ter’s mind, and more often than not, it 
delivers results. A lot of credit must go 
to him for how he is evolving as an all-
rounder. 

“Krunal Pandya is changing the landscape of finger-spin bowling,” says 
Dinesh Karthik ahead of RCB’s clash against Delhi Capitals

Bengaluru: "Padmanabhanagara 
Utsav" was organized under the 
leadership of Pramod Srinivas 
in Padmanabhanagar, in which 
more than 1500 children created 
history by participating in the 
program.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Pramod Srinivas said that 
everyone does some kind of pro-
fession to earn money. But if 
they respond to the hardships of 
even one suffering person, the 
merit that is obtained from it is 
different. By giving such a good 
message, he said that if they fol-
low the path of their guru Vinay 
Guruji, their life will change.

He said that in the summer 
camp held for the past 15 days, 
the children have learned how 
to behave in society and respect 
their gurus, which will help 
them in their future life with 
good manners and reach a high-
er position.
The good of the country is possi-
ble only through philanthropy. 

Birth and death are certain. But 
we should live a meaningful life 
that will be remembered after 
death. We can do any work with 
strong faith. Therefore, our goal 
should definitely be to do good 
work for the society.
If the sun is in front of us, if we 
turn our face towards knowl-
edge, failure will be behind us. If 
we turn our back on difficulties, 
will you achieve anything? He 
gave a benediction.
Around 1500 children participat-
ed in a huge stage organized at 
the Padmanabhanagar Carmel 
playground and treated the 
crowd to a cultural evening.

Padmanabhanagara Utsav" held under the 
leadership of Pramod Srinivas
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Indian politics has never been devoid of sharp rhetoric,
but recent remarks by senior leaders indicate a worrying
slide from criticism to outright denigration. Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge at a press conference in
Chennai on April 21 initially referred to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a "terrorist" while criticising the
AIADMK's alliance with the BJP. Later, Kharge justified
that he didn't call PM a terrorist in a literal sense but in a
way that he is "trying to silence people".
Similarly, in another shocking video clip circulating on
social media, Bihar MP Pappu Yadav (independent but
supports Congress) is heard saying, "90% of women netas
start their careers in men's bedrooms". The issue is no
longer about political disagreement -it is about the ero-
sion of basic democratic decorum. These statements are
not isolated gaffes. They are symptoms of a larger degra-
dation in public discourse where outrage replaces argu-
ment, and insult substitutes ideology. In a democracy, dis-
agreement is natural; dehumanisation is not.

EErosion of institutional dignity
First, consider the remark targeting the Prime Minister.
While political leaders must be held accountable and criti-
cised vigorously, equating an elected head of government
with a 'terrorist' crosses a line. It undermines not just the
individual but the institutional dignity of the office itself.
The Prime Minister represents the sovereignty and demo-
cratic will of over a billion citizens. Even if the remark
was later clarified or contextualised, the damage lies in
normalising such language.  This trend is not new. Indian
political history is replete with personal attacks-from
'maut ka saudagar' to 'chaiwala' jibes-but the intensity and
frequency have increased in the age of 24/7 media and
social platforms. Political communication is now driven
by virality rather than responsibility. Leaders often speak
not to persuade but to provoke.
Kharge is known to court controversy. Recently, during
an election rally in Idukki, Kerala, ahead of the assembly
polls, Kharge had referred to Gujaratis as 'illiterate' for
electing BJP. Following the widespread backlash, Kharge
had to express "sincere regret" for his comments.
There is also a strategic dimension. Politicians often use
extreme language to mobilise their base, polarise voters,
and dominate news cycles. In the short term, this may
yield political dividends. But in the long run, it erodes
trust in democratic institutions. When leaders appear
more interested in attacking opponents than addressing
public concerns, citizens become cynical about politics
itself. Calling a Prime Minister a "terrorist" diminishes
the dignity of the highest executive office.

Crude insinuations
If the attack on the Prime Minister reflects declining
respect for institutions, the statement by Pappu Yadav is
even more troubling because it strikes at the dignity of an
entire gender.
His claim that most women enter politics through sexual
compromise is not only factually baseless but deeply
misogynistic. It reduces women's political agency to
exploitation and perpetuates harmful stereotypes that
have long hindered their participation.
The backlash to his remark was swift, with women's
groups and political leaders condemning it as "despicable"
and "shocking". Importantly, such comments ignore
empirical reality. Women's representation in Indian poli-
tics, though still limited (among 4,666 MPs/MLAs across
the country, only 464 or 10% are women) has been steadi-
ly improving through grassroots participation, reserva-
tion in local bodies, and increasing electoral success
based on merit. Studies by bodies like the Election
Commission and UN Women show that women voters
now often outnumber men in turnout, and female candi-
dates are gaining visibility across party lines.
To suggest that women succeed only through compromise
is to erase decades of struggle and achievement-from vil-
lage panchayats to Parliament. It also discourages aspir-
ing women leaders by reinforcing a hostile narrative. It
demeans half the population and reinforces regressive
attitudes.

Normalisation of disrespect
Both statements reflect a failure to uphold the standards
expected of public representatives. The deeper issue here
is the normalisation of disrespect.
Political leaders are not private individuals; their words
carry weight. When they resort to abusive or derogatory
language, it legitimises similar behaviour among support-
ers, leading to a coarsening of public debate. This trickle-
down effect is visible on social media, where political dis-
cussions frequently devolve into personal abuse rather
than substantive engagement.
Moreover, such rhetoric distracts from real issues. At a
time when India faces pressing challenges - economic
inequality, unemployment, gender justice, and gover-
nance reforms - public attention is diverted to controver-
sies over statements. The recent debates around the
women's reservation bill, for instance, should have been
an opportunity for serious discussion on gender parity.
Instead, they have been overshadowed by inflammatory
remarks and political mudslinging. 
The recent controversies are not just about individual
lapses; they signal a deeper crisis in political culture.
Restoring civility in public discourse is not about silenc-
ing criticism - it is about ensuring that criticism remains
rooted in respect, facts, and democratic values. Without
that, politics risks becoming a theatre of insults rather
than a forum for ideas.
The way forward requires collective responsibility.
Political parties must enforce internal discipline and hold
their leaders accountable for irresponsible remarks.
Institutions like the Election Commission can strengthen
codes of conduct, especially during elections. Media
organisations, too, must avoid amplifying sensational
statements without scrutiny. Most importantly, voters
must demand better. Democracies ultimately reflect the
standards their citizens are willing to accept. If abusive
rhetoric is rewarded with attention and votes, it will con-
tinue. If it is rejected, political incentives will change.

The shooting at the prestigious
Washington Hilton in Washington
on Saturday night shocked the
entire world. It wasn't just a securi-
ty incident, but a moment that
brought history, politics, and
democracy together. When gunfire
suddenly rang out during the White
House Correspondents' Dinner , it
was nothing short of a nightmare
for the thousands of people present.
Top leaders like Donald Trump ,
Melania Trump , and J.D. Vance
were present. Within moments, the
festive atmosphere turned into fear
and chaos. The promptness of the
US Secret Service brought the situa-
tion under control, but the incident
raised many deep questions that
face no easy answers. The most
shocking and terrifying thing about
this incident is that it's not the first
time this has happened. This same
hotel, sometimes known as the
"Hinckley Hilton," has previously
witnessed one of the most violent
incidents in American history. In
1981, then-President Ronald Reagan
was shot outside this very location
by John Hinckley Jr. In that attack,
Reagan was seriously injured and
his press secretary , James Brady ,
suffered permanent disabilities.
The same questions arose then—
how did the security lapse occur?
And today, nearly 45 years later, the
same questions confront us again.
The only difference is that the world
is much more complex and the
nature of threats has changed.

According to those present, every-
thing was proceeding normally. A
mix of laughter, speeches, media,
and politics—this dinner has
always been a unique tradition of
American democracy. But the sud-
den gunfire shook this tradition.
People began hiding under tables
for safety, panic ensued, and within
moments, the entire situation
seemed to spiral out of control.
While it's a relief that there was no
major loss of life or property, the
mental and psychological impact
cannot be ignored. This incident is
not just a security lapse, but also
reflects growing political tensions
in American society. Ideological
polarization has increased sharply
in the US over the past few years.
Events like the January 6th Capitol
riot have demonstrated that politi-
cal differences are no longer con-
fined to debate and discussion. They
are being openly expressed on the
streets, in institutions, and now
even at high-level events. In this

context, the Washington Hilton inci-
dent does not appear to be an isolat-
ed incident, but rather part of a
broader trend. Donald Trump 's pol-
itics also plays a significant role in
this entire scenario. 
While his policies like "America
First" and "Make America Great
Again" appealed to a large segment
of society, they also generated dis-
content and opposition among a seg-
ment of society. His confrontations
with the media, his use of terms like
"fake news," and his harsh language
against political opponents—all of
this has further heightened the
social climate. Therefore, when a
violent incident occurs, it appears
not to be the act of a single individ-
ual, but rather the result of a broad-
er social and political environment
in which dissent is often perceived
as hostility. It's natural to raise
questions about security. The U.S.
Secret Service is considered one of
the most capable security agencies
in the world. Since the 1981 incident,

significant improvements have
been made—the use of cutting-edge
technology, more trained security
personnel, and advanced surveil-
lance systems. However, the occur-
rence of such incidents demon-
strates that the risks at crowded
public events cannot be completely
eliminated. Today, threats stem not
only from conventional weapons,
but also from factors such as mental
instability, online radicalization,
and personal frustration. Another
important aspect of this phenome-
non is the digital age and the role of
social media. Today, ideas spread at
an extremely fast pace.
Misinformation, conspiracy theo-
ries, and radical ideologies reach
millions of people in a short time.
While the influence of movies on
John Hinckley Jr. was discussed in
1981, today the digital world and
social media are seen as a greater
influence on attackers. This shift
presents new challenges for security
agencies, as it has become more diffi-

cult than ever to identify and prevent
threats in a timely manner. The
impact of this incident cannot be
ignored globally. The United States
is considered the world's most pow-
erful democracy, and events there
serve as a signal to other countries.
For countries like India, where large-
scale political and social events are
held, this is a warning.
Strengthening security systems sole-
ly technically is not enough; it is also
essential to promote social harmony,
dialogue, and mutual trust. This inci-
dent also raises a profound ques-
tion—is democracy truly secure?
Democracy is not just about elec-
tions and institutions, but rather an
ideology that embraces dissent and
prioritizes dialogue. When conflict
replaces dialogue in society, the
foundations of democracy begin to
weaken. The Washington Hilton
incident points to this potential
weakness. Its social implications are
profound. The media, which is cen-
tral to this event, itself became a part
of the incident. Journalists, who
were there to question the authori-
ties and strengthen democracy, sud-
denly found themselves facing a cri-
sis. This situation forces us to won-
der whether growing intolerance in
society regarding the freedom of the
press and its role is also giving rise to
such incidents. Ultimately, this inci-
dent is a warning not just for
America, but for the entire world.
History repeats itself, but each time
it also offers a new message. Security
improvements were made after the
1981 incident; this 2026 incident will
likely require even more extensive
changes. But the most important
change should not be in technology
or security, but in our thinking.
Unless tolerance, dialogue, and
mutual respect are promoted in soci-
ety, it will be difficult to completely
prevent such incidents. This night at
the Washington Hilton is not just an
event, but a mirror—one in which
we can clearly see both the strengths
and weaknesses of democracy. 

Senior litterateur Dr.
Ramniwas 'Manav' has
achieved a distinct distinc-
tion in his capacity as a
short story writer. The
Government of India has
released a list of 464
approved Hindi books, cov-
ering diverse subjects such
as literature, culture, gram-
mar, general knowledge,
science, religion, philoso-
phy, history, politics, and
environment, published in
the year 2024, for procure-
ment by the libraries of all
central ministries, public
sector undertakings, insti-
tutions, and the
Vivekananda Cultural
Centers situated within
Indian embassies abroad.
Included in this list are two
short story works by Dr.
'Manav' : *Jadkata Ped aur
Anya Laghukathayen* (The
Rootless Tree and Other
Short Stories) and
*Vaishvik Hindi

Laghukathayen* (Global
Hindi Short Stories). The
collection *Jadkata Ped aur
Anya Laghukathayen*, pub-
lished by Prabhat
Prakashan, New Delhi, fea-
tures ninety-nine represen-
tative short stories by Dr.
'Manav'; meanwhile, the
anthology *Vaishvik Hindi
Laghukathayen*, published
by Anil Prakashan, New
Delhi, compiles four of the
best short stories each from
forty-four prominent short
story writers spanning five
continents and sixteen
countries. Notably, Dr.
'Manav' stands as the only
Hindi short story writer in
the world to have two of his
short story works included
in this prestigious list.

It is worth noting that
Dr. 'Manav' is a prolific cre-
ator active in over a dozen
literary genres, having
authored and edited sixty-
four books across various
disciplines. In addition to
his four original short story
collections, six translated
collections, rendered into
Punjabi (two volumes),
Bhojpuri, Marathi, Nepali,
and English, have also been
published. A recipient of
numerous awards and hon-
ors, Dr. 'Manav' has been the
subject of eight M.Phil. 

There is an old political
saying: offence is often the
best form of defence.
Perhaps that is exactly the
strategy Mamata Banerjee
has chosen in the final
stretch before the April 29
poll in Bhabanipur. In this
last leg, she appears to have
switched to a counter-offen-
sive strategy to the BJP's
high-voltage campaigning
in her home turf. Here,
BJP's Suvendu Adhikari is
contesting against her. A
striking example of her
new approach came on
Saturday in Bhabanipur.
While addressing a gather-
ing, she suddenly heard
BJP campaign speeches
blaring through micro-
phones nearby. Visibly irri-
tated, she reacted sharply,
calling it unfortunate poli-
tics by the BJP. She said
she had taken permission
from the police to hold her
meeting, yet she was being
obstructed from speaking.
She described the episode
as indecent and unaccept-
able. At one point, she even
made a phone call and
declared that she would
move court against what
she called the BJP's politi-
cal misconduct.
Eventually, she cut short
the event, saying she would
return on Sunday and hold
another rally there. In
effect, it was a challenge, an
announcement that she
would not be pushed back.
Meanwhile, the BJP camp
led by Suvendu Adhikari
has offered a counter-nar-
rative. Their argument is
that Mamata is complain-
ing now, but when
Adhikari held meetings in
Bhawanipur, Trinamool
workers disrupted them,
created disturbances, and
tried to prevent BJP
speeches from being heard.
In that sense, they say, this
is tit-for-tat politics. At this
stage, Mamata also under-
stands the social composi-
tion of Bhabanipur. Nearly
thirty per cent of the elec-

torate consists of non-
Bengali voters, i.e., Hindi-
speaking communities.
Gujaratis, Marwaris,
Punjabis and others. It is a
deeply cosmopolitan con-
stituency, with a signifi-
cant young and urban elec-
torate as well. That
explains why her campaign
here has a multilingual,
cosmopolitan tone. In
Bhabanipur, she is not lim-
iting herself to Bengali; she
is speaking in Hindi and
English too. She has
deployed Sayani Ghosh
prominently as part of this
outreach, a younger face
who can engage across
communities in multiple
languages. Religious inclu-
sion is also part of this
strategy. Mamata has been
speaking about tolerance
while reaching out symbol-
ically across faiths, visiting
temples, attending aarti,
reciting the Hanuman
Chalisa, and even engaging
with gurdwaras and
Christian institutions.
These are not isolated ges-
tures; they are part of a
wider message. But per-
haps the most interesting
part of her Bhabanipur
strategy is something more
intimate. Instead of relying
primarily on giant rallies,
she has shifted to direct
voter contact. She is mov-
ing through narrow lanes

and bylanes, entering resi-
dential housing complexes,
meeting residents in indi-
vidual flats, and creating
the feeling that the Chief
Minister herself has come
to people's doorsteps. That
personal touch matters.
She is going house to house,
often holding people's
hands, appealing to them
directly, almost saying, "I
hope you will support me; I
am asking each of you per-
sonally." It is a deeply
localised, emotional form of
campaigning. She is cover-
ing so many narrow alleys
and interior pockets that,
at times, even the media
and camera crews are
unable to enter all those
spaces. And that, perhaps,
is another crucial layer of
her strategy.
This constituency has wit-

nessed an unusually high-
voltage contest. Amit Shah
himself has held a road-
show here for Leader of
Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, underlining how
seriously the Bharatiya
Janata Party is treating
this battle. The BJP cam-
paign has been aggressive
and openly combative,
built around the message
that they will remove
"goondas" from Bengal and
that, having received a
mandate in the earlier
phase, their arrival in

power is inevitable. In that
backdrop, Mamata initially
appeared somewhat defen-
sive. Earlier, she had often
played the aggressor, pro-
jecting the election as a bat-
tle between Bengal and
Delhi, as if the contest were
not simply a state election
but a direct political con-
frontation between her and
the Narendra Modi-Amit
Shah establishment. In
many ways, she looked less
like a chief minister and
more like an opposition
fighter taking on the cen-
tre. Perhaps the BJP recog-
nised the effectiveness of
that framing and shifted
tactics, focusing more
sharply on Bengal itself as
the campaign progressed.
As a result, Mamata was
drawn into responding to
allegations and was, for a
period, pushed into a defen-
sive posture. While the BJP
is projecting force through
spectacle, roadshows,
aggressive rhetoric and
high-voltage mobilisation,
Mamata seems to be coun-
tering it with neighbour-
hood intimacy, symbolic
outreach and personal
political contact. One side
is fighting through asser-
tion. The other, through
proximity. And in
Bhabanipur, both strate-
gies are colliding at full
intensity.

editorial
When Politicians

Lose Sense 
Of Propriety

PPRIYANKA 
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Dr. Satyawan Saurabh
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India's top IT services firms
dialled back hiring in FY26,
reversing the modest recov-
ery seen a year earlier.
Combined, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Wipro, HCLTech
and Tech Mahindra report-
ed a net reduction of 6,981
employees during the fiscal.
This compares with a net
addition of 12,718 employees
in FY25. TCS led the decline,
cutting 23,460 roles over the
year, while Tech Mahindra
reduced headcount by 1,108
employees, the Economic
Times reported, based on
information collated from
official company filings. In
contrast, Infosys, Wipro and
HCLTech continued to add
workers, albeit at a slower
pace, reflecting tighter con-
trol over utilisation and
margins. The hiring slow-
down comes amid persistent
demand uncertainty,
delayed client decision-mak-
ing and a growing reliance
on AI-driven efficiencies, all
of which have reshaped
workforce strategies. Shift

Towards Skills-Led Hiring
The report highlights a
broader transition from
scale-led expansion to a
skills-first approach. While
hiring has not dropped to
FY24 levels, when the sector
shed over 69,000 jobs, visibil-
ity on growth remains limit-
ed. Analysts, as cited in a
Times of India report, point
to a clear pivot towards effi-
ciency-focussed operations.
Companies are increasingly
prioritising AI-native talent,
along with specialists in arti-
ficial intelligence, cloud,
data and cybersecurity,
marking a departure from
the traditional model where

growth was closely tied to
headcount expansion.
Despite caution among large
IT firms, overall industry
employment continued to
inch higher. Total head-
count rose by 1.4 lakh to 59
lakh in 2026, according to
Nasscom, slightly above the
1.3 lakh increase recorded a
year earlier.
Much of this incremental
growth has been driven by
the continued expansion of
global capability centres
(GCCs), which are scaling
up their India operations for
the third straight year.
Hiring trends remain muted
at the start of FY27. 

Hyderabad: Sales of afford-
able homes, costing less than
Rs 50 lakh each, fell 23 per
cent on-year in January-
March to 16,273 units across
eight major cities, including
Hyderabad, mainly due to
lower fresh supply in this
price bracket, according to
Knight Frank. All eight cities
of Mumbai, Delhi-NCR,
Pune, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata
reported a fall in sales in the
affordable segment, making
it the steepest decline across
all price categories during
the period. Post-COVID-19

pandemic, the demand for
luxury homes has surged.
Builders are attributing the
lower launches in the afford-
able housing segment to the
high cost of inputs, especially
land. As per the data, even
the Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1 crore
category witnessed a decline
of 12 per cent year-on-year
during the first quarter of the
2026 calendar year to 23,567
units across the eight major
cities. However, the housing
sales in the Rs 1-2 crore seg-
ment rose 10 per cent to
24,657 units during January-
March. In the Rs 2-5 crore cat-
egory, the housing sales rose

17 per cent to 16,075 units.
Sales in the Rs 5-10 crore
price category dipped 3 per
cent to 3,338 units. Housing
sales in the Rs 10-20 crore cat-
egory increased 12 per cent to
738 units, while sales in Rs 20-
50 crore category jumped 80
per cent to 165 units. In
homes costing more than Rs
50 crore, the sales declined 93
per cent to 12 units during
the January-March period.
Overall, across all price cate-
gories, Knight Frank data
showed that the housing
sales fell 4 per cent annually
in January-March to 84,827
units across the eight cities

due to soft demand because
of high prices and uncertain-
ties caused by the West Asia
conflict. “Market activity
remained skewed toward the
higher end even as growth
moderated, while volumes
continue to slide in ticket
sizes below Rs 10 million (1
crore),” Knight Frank said in
its report. The share of these
lower segments (below Rs 1
crore) has declined to 47 per
cent of the total sales, com-
pared to 54 per cent in
January-March 2025. Shishir
Baijal, International
Partner, Chairman and
Managing Director, Knight
Frank India, said the moder-
ation in residential demand
follows a sustained multi-
year upcycle. “While this
phase can be partly attrib-
uted to a natural consolida-
tion after strong growth, the
continued rise in prices
alongside softening vol-
umes indicates growing
pressure on affordability
and absorption,” he said. At
the same time, Baijal said
the volatile geopolitical situ-
ation has also resulted in
subdued interest in residen-
tial demand. 

India could face renewed
economic pressure as
crude oil prices surge past
$100 per barrel amid ten-
sions in West Asia and dis-
ruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz, according to a
report by Union Bank of
India. In a note titled
“From Hormuz to the
Rupee: War, Oil and the
Global Repricing of Risk,”
the bank warned that the
situation “does not bode
well for global or domestic
macros and markets,”
pointing to the Strait
remaining “still functional-
ly shut and Brent trading
above $100/bbl". The report
highlighted that elevated
crude prices could fuel
inflation, weaken the
rupee, and widen India's
current account deficit. It
added that persistent high
oil prices tend to “keep
inflation risk alive, delay
central-bank easing, pres-
sure current accounts,
tighten financial condi-
tions, and weigh on risk
assets, especially in energy-
importing economies.” For
India — where nearly 85%
of crude demand is met
through imports — the
impact is already becoming
visible. The bank noted
that escalation in the Iran-
Israel conflict has disrupt-
ed oil flows through the
Strait of Hormuz, pushing

prices higher and effective-
ly creating what it
described as an “energy
tax” on the economy. This
has translated into market
stress, with the rupee slid-
ing to record lows near 95
against the US dollar and
equities correcting amid
concerns over a widening
current account deficit and
imported inflation, the
report said. The Reserve
Bank of India, the report
added, has taken steps to
stabilise financial markets
as volatility rises. US
President Donald Trump
on Sunday warned that
"everything will be peanuts
compared to Iran getting a
nuclear weapon. And they
will use it too. I can tell you

that." 
This comes after Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi made it clear that
there would be no direct
negotiations with
American government rep-
resentatives during this
visit. Foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmael
Baqaei said that no meet-
ing is planned. Baqaei
thanked the Pakistani gov-
ernment for its “ongoing
mediation & good offices
for ending American
imposed war of aggres-
sion.” The White House
said earlier Friday that its
envoys would meet
Araghchi. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
said Friday that the US

does not plan to renew a
waiver allowing the pur-
chase of Russian oil and
petroleum products that
are currently at sea. And,
he said, a renewal of the
one-time waiver for
Iranian oil at sea is totally
off the table. Bessent's state-
ments come as the world is
on edge over the US-Israeli
war in Iran, and global
energy markets have been
ensnarled by the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz. ndia
could face renewed eco-
nomic pressure as crude oil
prices surge past $100 per
barrel amid tensions in
West Asia and disruptions
in the Strait of Hormuz,
according to a report by
Union Bank of India. In a

note titled “From Hormuz
to the Rupee: War, Oil and
the Global Repricing of
Risk,” the bank warned
that the situation “does not
bode well for global or
domestic macros and mar-
kets,” pointing to the Strait
remaining “still functional-
ly shut and Brent trading
above $100/bbl". The US-
Iran War will hit the 60-day
mark on May 1. According
to a law following the
Vietnam War, a 60 day limit
has been on the use of mili-
tary force without congres-
sional authorization. The
Trump administration has
not sought any approval for
the Iran war, which will
reach its 60th day.
However, it's not clear
about what will happen
next with a fragile ceasefire
and tensions over the clo-
sure of Strait Hormuz. Iran
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi was due to return
to Pakistan on Sunday as
international mediators try
to keep peace talks on track
despite the US calling off
envoys' planned trip,
according to news agency
AFP. Araghchi would again
meet Pakistani officials to
convey 'Iran's positions and
views on the framework of
any understanding to com-
pletely end the war', AFP
reported, citing the Iranian
news agency.

Infosys paid a total divi-
dend of Rs 48 per share for
FY26, taking its dividend
yield to 4.15%. But rival IT
stocks Wipro, TCS and
HCLTech offer higher
yields based on current
market prices. The com-
parison highlights why
investors tracking divi-
dend income often look
beyond the rupee payout
announced by companies.
A lower dividend per
share can still generate a
higher return when the
stock trades at a lower
price. India's major IT
companies have now
announced their latest
shareholder payouts for
FY26, giving investors a
clearer view of income
returns across the sector.
Yield Check Wipro leads
the group with a dividend
yield of 5.51%. HCLTech
stands at 4.98%. TCS fol-
lows at 4.58%, while
Infosys is at 4.15%.  The
ranking differs from the
annual dividend paid per
share. TCS declared the
highest payout at Rs 110

per share, followed by
HCLTech at Rs 60, Infosys
at Rs 48 and Wipro at Rs
11. Company Updates
Infosys announced a final
dividend of Rs 25 per share
last week. That lifted its
full-year FY26 dividend to
Rs 48 per share. HCLTech
announced a final divi-
dend of Rs 24 per share on
April 21 for FY26. It fixed
April 25 as the record date
and said payment will be
made by May 5. That took
HCLTech's total FY26 divi-

dend to Rs 60 per share
after three interim divi-
dends of Rs 12 each earlier
in the year.
Bloomberg estimates had

valued FY26 dividend at
Rs 57.12. Tata Consultancy
Services recommended a
final dividend of Rs 31 per
share on April 9 with its
fourth-quarter results.
That raised total FY26 div-
idend to Rs 110 per share,
including Rs 79 already
paid earlier. The company
has not yet announced the

record date for the final
dividend payment. Wipro
did not announce a fresh
dividend with its March
quarter results on April
16. Its FY26 payout
remains Rs 11 per share,
made up of Rs 5 in Q1 and
Rs 6 in Q3. The dividend
decision came alongside
consideration of a Rs 250
per share buyback, the
company's first in three
years. The cumulative
buyback size stands at Rs
15,000 crore.

Hyderabad, April 2026: The
fourth cohort of 51 students
graduated today from the
Amazon Data Center
Skilling Program at a cere-
mony held at Vardhaman
Engineering College in
Shamshabad, Telangana.
Currently in its fourth year,
the program has trained
200+ candidates over the past
three years. It equips partici-
pants with technical skills
needed to build their careers
in data center operations,
supporting the growing
demand for cloud infrastruc-
ture professionals in India.
The ceremony was graced by
Mr. Kovuri Pavan Kumar,
Executive Director,
Telangana Industrial  
Infrastructure Corporation

Limited (TGIIC), as Guest of
Honor.
“As demand for cloud and AI
services accelerates across
India, building a robust tal-
ent pipeline to support data
center infrastructure power-
ing these technologies has
never been more impor-
tant,” said Saji PK, Director
of Data Center Operations
for Asia Pacific, Japan and
China at Amazon Web
Services. “I'm proud to cele-
brate the achievements of
our data center skilling pro-
gram cohort. These gradu-
ates represent the future of

our industry, and I look for-
ward to seeing them drive
innovation and operational
excellence as they help shape
the next generation of cloud
infrastructure in the
region.”
The graduating cohort of 51
students completed compre-
hensive training in Critical
Facilities Operations
Management (CFOM) and
Critical Compute
Operations (CCOps).
Developed in partnership
with the Amazon Web
Services (AWS) Data Center
Operations team, the pro-
gram provides theoretical
and hands-on experience in
managing cloud data center
operations.
AWS operates two cloud
data center Regions in India
located in Mumbai and
Hyderabad with plans to
invest a total of $12.7 billion
into cloud infrastructure in

India by 2030. AWS’s infra-
structure investment in
India creates a positive rip-
ple effect across the econo-
my, including in digital
skilling.
The Data Center Skilling
Program is part of Amazon's
broader commitment to
workforce skilling and devel-
opment in India. AWS has
trained more than 7 million
individuals in India in cloud
skills since 2017 through pro-
grams such as AWS Skill
Builder, AWS Educate, and
AWS re/Start. Through such
initiatives, AWS aims to pro-
vide cloud computing skills
training, helping individuals
from diverse backgrounds
build careers in technology.
The program in Telangana
creates pathways to employ-
ment in the technology sec-
tor while supporting the
state's digital infrastructure
ecosystem.

A spectacular brass astrolabe -
or a hand-held astronomical
computer - from the 17th
Century, once part of the royal
collection of Jaipur city in
western India, will go under
the hammer at Sotheby's in
London on 29 April. The object
is "perhaps the largest in exis-
tence" and has never been
exhibited before, Benedict
Carter, head of the department
of Islamic and Indian Art at
Sotheby's, told the BBC.
Known to be part of the royal
collection of Maharaja Sawai
Man Singh II of Jaipur, it was
passed on to his wife Maharani
Gayatri Devi, one of the most
glamorous women of her time,
after his death. It then moved to
a private collection during her
lifetime. Astrolabes are metal-
lic disks with multi-layered,
interlocking components that
were historically used to tell
the time, map the stars, the
direction of Mecca and the
motion of the sky. "They are
essentially a two-dimensional
projection of a three-dimen-
sional universe. I compare
them to modern-day smart-

phones because you can do so
many things with them," says
Dr Federica Gigante of the
Oxford Centre for History of
Science, Medicine and
Technology. "You can calculate
the time of sunset, sunrise, the
height of a building, the depth
of a well, distance and even use
them to predict the future.
Along with an almanac they
were once used to cast horo-
scopes." Astrolabes were first
developed in ancient Greece in
the 2nd Century BCE and
spread to the Islamic world by
the 8th Century. Over the fol-

lowing centuries, centres of
production flourished across
Iraq, Iran, North Africa and al-
Andalus (in present-day
Spain). This particular instru-
ment was made in the early
17th Century in Lahore, now in
Pakistan, at a time when the
city had become a leading hub
of astrolabe-making in the
Mughal world. It was created
by two brothers, Qa'im
Muhammad and Muhammad
Muqim, for a Mughal noble-
man. The pair were part of the
so-called "Lahore School", one
of the most renowned centres

of astrolabe production of its
time. The craft itself was kept
within a single family and
passed down generations. Only
two astrolabes are known to
have been jointly made by the
brothers; the other, a much
smaller one, is kept in a muse-
um in Iraq. This one was com-
missioned by Aqa Afzal, a
nobleman who administered
Lahore during this period.
Originally from Isfahan in
Iran, he held several senior
posts under the Mughal emper-
ors Jahangir and Shah Jahan.
The object's massive size and
opulence reflect the patron's
stature. "It weighs 8.2kg, meas-
ures nearly 30cm in diameter
and stands about 46cm tall -
almost four times the size of a
typical astrolabe from 17th
Century India," said Carter. "It
also has a striking cross-cultur-
al element. The star pointers
carry their standard names in
Persian, alongside Sanskrit
equivalents etched in the
Devanagari script." According
to Sotheby's, the piece contains
94 cities inscribed within it,
each marked with their respec-

tive longitudes and latitudes,
along with 38 star pointers
linked by intricate floral trac-
ery. It also features five preci-
sion-calibrated plates and
degree divisions "so fine they
are subdivided down to a third
of a degree". This level of detail
reflects the extraordinary
craftsmanship of the Lahore
School, which at the time was
"at its most refined", Carter
says. Here, technical precision,
functionality and artistic beau-
ty converged in a way that set it
apart from earlier astrolabes
produced in parts of the Middle
East, which might have only
been functional. The object also
speaks to the broader scientific
impulse of the Mughal court,
where rulers and courtiers
showed a heightened interest
in the advances in astronomy
and astrology. "It is not only
big, beautiful and heavy, it is so
incredibly accurate that it will
give you the exact degree of
altitude [of a celestial body],"
said Gigante. She added that
the only comparable instru-
ment was likely one made for
Abbas II of Persia.

INFOSYS DIVIDENDS:

The  fourth  cohort  of  51  students  graduated  today
from  the  Amazon  Data  Center  Skilling  Program  at  a  cer-

emony  held  at  Vardhaman  Engineering  College  in
Shamshabad,  Telangana.  Currently  in  its  fourth  year,

the  program  has  trained  200+  candidates  over  the  past
three  years.  It equips  participants with  technical  skills
needed  to  build  their  careers  in  data  center  operations,
supporting  the  growing  demand  for  cloud  infrastruc-
ture  professionals  in  India.  The  ceremony  was  graced

by  Mr.  Kovuri  Pavan  Kumar,  Executive  Director,
Telangana  Industrial        Infrastructure  Corporation

Limited  (TGIIC),  as  Guest  of  Honor.
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Our royal correspondent
reported earlier that King
Charles will probably still
travel to the US for his state
visit tomorrow, despite last
night's attack in Washington.
Now, the UK ambassador to
the US has told CBS News
that King Charles is still
expected to travel to the US.
Christian Turner says the
King is still due to arrive at
the White House on Monday,
and his presence will be hon-
oured at a dinner the follow-
ing night. Los Angeles
County’s voter registration
records appear to show he
had registered no party pref-
erence. According to a
Federal Election Commission
record, seen by BBC Verify,
in October 2024 Allen donated
$25 (£18.5) to the fundraising
platform ActBlue with the
money earmarked for
Kamala Harris' presidential
campaign. Allen describes
himself as a mechanical engi-
neer, game developer and
teacher on LinkedIn.
According to his profile, he

studied mechanical engineer-
ing at the California Institute
of Technology (Caltech) - a
highly competitive universi-
ty - where he took part in its
Christian fellowship. He
graduated with a master's in
computer science in 2025
from California State
University, Dominguez Hills,
marking the milestone by
sharing a photo of himself in

graduation robes to
LinkedIn. He also developed
and released a game called
"Bohrdom" to the gaming
platform Steam. On
Facebook, photos of Allen,
which we've matched to those
of his arrest at the hotel, show
him smiling in family photo-
graphs at Christmas and
graduation events. In
December 2024 he was named

teacher of the month by C2
Education, which offers
tutoring and college test
preparation to students,
according to the organisa-
tion’s Facebook post. He has
been a part-time teacher
there since 2020, his LinkedIn
profile says. BBC Verify is
continuing to look into
Allen's social media and
online presence. Continuing

his round of US media out-
lets, acting US Attorney
General Todd Blanche has
given CNN more details
about the shooting. Suspect
appears unknown to police:
Blanche says it appears the
suspect bought the two
firearms he had "in the last
couple of years", and reit-
ereated that there is "not any
indication yet" he was on the
radar of the authorities.
Electronic devices seized:
Authorities "executed a num-
ber of search warrants" last
night and are investigating
electronic devices they've
seized, believed to belong to
the suspect. Not ruling out
further charges: It "remains
to be seen" whether more
charges than the two already
announced will be raised
against the suspect on
Monday - Blanche says
"absolutely" he could be
charged with attempted
assassination depending on
the evidence. Even before last
night's shooting incident in
Washington DC, security for

the King and Queen's state
visit was going to be very
tight. Now it will be going up
another level. It sounds as
though the royal visit to the
US is still going ahead, but
with the potential for some
adaptations in the light of any
security concerns. That pre-
sumably would mean think-
ing about times when the vis-
itors would be in sight of the
public - and King Charles
usually likes to meet the
crowds. It's often a highlight
of such trips, as he's good
with people. When President
Trump visited the UK last
autumn, almost all the events
happened inside Windsor
Castle. He was helicoptered
in and out of that secure bub-
ble and behind those walls
and so was kept away from
any contact with the public.
For those planning the King
and Queen's trip, which starts
on Monday, it was already
diplomatically complicated,
and now there are last-
minute decisions of another
kind to consider. 

Donald Trump cancelled a
planned trip by US officials to
Pakistan for talks on the Iran
war on Saturday, shortly
after Tehran's delegation had
left Islamabad. The US presi-
dent said special envoy Steve
Witkoff and son-in-law Jared
Kushner would be wasting
"too much time", adding that
if Iran wanted to talk "all they
have to do is call". Earlier,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Aragchi held talks
with mediator Pakistan, say-
ing afterwards he had shared
Iran's position on ending the
war but was yet to see
whether the US was "truly
serious about diplomacy".
Diplomatic efforts have
stalled despite Trump's
extension of a ceasefire that
had been due to expire on 22
April to allow talks to contin-
ue. Both sides have been

locked in a standoff over the
Strait of Hormuz, with Iran
restricting passage through
the key shipping route in the
wake of the US and Israel
commencing strikes in
February, as well as over
Tehran's nuclear ambitions.
The US has since increased
its naval presence in the
strait - through which rough-
ly a fifth of the world's oil sup-
ply passes - to block Iranian

oil exports. The White House
had said the Iranians "want
to talk" when the trip was
announced on Friday, but
Iran said there were no plans
for a direct meeting. Trump
said the ceasefire would hold
on Saturday despite hopes of
another round of face-to-face
talks fading. Asked whether
the cancelled US trip meant
the war would resume, he
told news site Axios: "No, it

doesn't mean that. We haven't
thought about it yet."
Announcing the trip had
been called off on Saturday,
Trump said there was
"tremendous infighting and
confusion" within Iran's lead-
ership and that "nobody
knows who is in charge,
including them". He wrote on
his Truth Social platform:
"Also, we have all the cards,
they have none! If they want
to talk, all they have to do is
call!!!" The White House said
on Friday that US Vice-
President JD Vance had been
"on standby" to join the talks
had they proved successful.
He had led the US delegation
in the first round of talks ear-
lier this month and his
absence from the initial
planned delegation perhaps
signalled that a major break-
through was not expected.

Human rights groups in
Venezuela have criticised
interim President Delcy
Rodríguez for saying a
scheme to release political
prisoners was "coming to
an end", having been in
place for just nine weeks.
Nearly 500 political prison-
ers have been released
under the amnesty law
brought in by the country's
National Assembly, prison-
er rights group Foro Penal
says, but many more are
thought to still be in jail.
The group said Rodríguez
lacked the power to end the
releases, while watchdog
Provea called the move
"arbitrary and unconstitu-
tional". Despite being a lieu-
tenant of former President

Nicolás Maduro, Rodríguez
has enjoyed the support of
Donald Trump since US
forces seized Maduro in
January. The US president
surprised many by backing
Rodríguez over opposition
leader María Corina
Machado, and the release of
political prisoners - includ-

ing Machado's colleagues -
was a key concession to the
US by the interim adminis-
tration. The president of the
National Assembly Jorge
Rodríguez - Delcy's brother -
who initially announced
the law, had said 1,557 polit-
ical prisoners had applied
for amnesty, noting the leg-

islation would eventually
cover 11,000 people. Foro
Penal said that, as of 20
April, 473 people it classi-
fies as political prisoners
had been released, while
more than 500 are thought
to remain incarcerated. “
In a meeting of justice offi-
cials in the capital,
Caracas, on Friday, Delcy
Rodríguez said 8,616 people
had been freed under the
amnesty law, which she
credited as being "very suc-
cessful in terms of its scope
and the number of benefici-
aries". She added that for
cases that had not been
covered by the law, "there
are other avenues through
which they can be
addressed". 

Wildfires in Georgia have
burned more than 39,500
acres and destroyed more
than 120 homes, officials
have said. Two major fires
in the south-east of the state
– the Pineland Road Fire
and the Highway 82 fire –
prompted Georgia
Governor Brian Kemp to
declare a 30-day state of
emergency in 91 of the
state's 159 counties. "Right
now conditions are so dry
that even one small spark
can quickly turn into a dan-
gerous wildfire," Georgia
Forestry Commission
Director Johnny Sabo said
in a video statement.
Emergency officials are also
battling a range of smaller
blazes, reporting 32 new
wildfires that consumed 50
acres on Saturday. "We are
in extreme drought condi-
tions, and wildfire activity
has already surpassed our
five year average," Sabo
added. The fires began
sprouting up on 18 April
and Kemp declared a state
of emergency four days
later. A foil balloon that
came into contact with a
power line is believed to
have sparked the Highway
82 fire, which has consumed
about 7,500 acres so far,

according to the Georgia
Forestry Commission
(GFC). The blaze was about
10% contained, they said. A
stray spark from a welding
operation is believed to be
the source of the Pineland
Road Fire which has
scorched 32,000 acres, the
GFC said. Officials said in
an update on Friday that at
least 35 "minor structures"
had been lost in Pineland
fire and 187 homes
remained threatened.
Ninety-one counties in the
state have been placed
under an outdoor burn ban,
which prohibits the burn-
ing of rubbish and agricul-
tural materials. The Dudek
family watched the flames
reach their property line as
they started to gather
belongings, they told CBS
News, the BBC's US media
partner. As they evacuated
their children and pets,
Anna Dudek watched
through her phone's securi-
ty camera feed as the flames
engulfed their home. "When
both of my devices were
offline, and it was black and
I couldn't see no more, it
was so gut-wrenching
because then I knew, like,
they got... what I call home,"
she told CBS News.

Hungary's outgoing Prime
Minister Viktor Orbán has
said he will not take up his
seat in parliament after his
party was defeated in a
landslide that ended his 16-
year rule. "I am now need-
ed not in parliament, but
in the reorganisation of the
patriotic movement," he
said in a video statement
released on social media
on Saturday evening.
Despite his nationalist
party Fidesz going from
135 seats to 52 in the 12
April vote, Orbán was re-
elected as an MP on its pro-
portional representation
list. Tisza, led by former
Fidesz insider Péter
Magyar, won more than a
two-thirds majority in the
199-seat parliament,
paving the way for a reset
of both Hungary's domes-
tic policies and its global
relationships. Following a
meeting of Fidesz officials,
Orbán, 62, said the party's
parliamentary bloc would
be led from Monday by
Gergely Gulyás, who until
now has served as the min-
ister overseeing the prime
minister's office. "The
mandate I obtained as the
lead candidate of the

Fidesz-KDNP list is, in fact,
a parliamentary mandate
of Fidesz. For this reason, I
have decided to return it,"
Orbán said. About half of
Hungary's parliamentary
seats are divided among
political parties according
to their national vote
share, while the other half
represent individual con-
stituencies. Orbán has
held a seat through one
electoral format or the
other since 1990, and has
led Fidesz throughout that
period. He has served as
Hungary's prime minister
since 2010, becoming the
predominant figure in
Hungarian politics.
However, voters aban-
doned him in their droves
amid brewing public unhap-
piness over allegations of
corruption and graft while
living standards slipped.
Hungary's incoming PM has
promised to reverse Orbán-
era changes to education
and health, tackle corrup-
tion, restore the independ-
ence of the judiciary and kill
off the widely loathed sys-
tem of patronage known as
NER that helped enrich
party loyalists and squander
state resources.

A teenager has died after
a road traffic collision in
County Donegal on
Saturday afternoon. It
happened on the R252 at
Cloghan at about 16:30
local time. Gardaí (Irish
police) said it involved a
car and a motorbike. The
motorcyclist, a male in

his teens, was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene. No one else was
injured. Anyone with
information including
dashcam footage and
were travelling in the
area between 16:00 and
17:00 have been asked to
get in contact with gardaí.

An Irish comedic singer
who "toppled" the likes of
Céline Dion and The
Prodigy in the charts 30
years ago has earned a
whole new audience as the
hit song has taken social
media by storm. Richie
Kavanagh's 'Aon Focal
Eile', which plays on a four-
letter swear word, has been
re-released by the singer
and his young grandson CJ
to mark three decades
since its Irish charts suc-
cess. The clip has received
over half a million views
on TikTok alone as
Kavanagh and his grand-
son sing the song side by
side. "I'm probably more
popular now than I was

when we had the number
one hit," said Kavanagh.
The County Carlow singer-
songwriter spent seven
weeks at the top of the Irish
charts with Aon Focal Eile
from March to May 1996
and the song went triple
platinum. While Dion's
Because You Loved Me and
The Prodigy's Firestarter
were dominating the US
and UK charts at the time,
Kavanagh's track had cap-
tured the attention of the
Republic of Ireland.
Known for having a habit
of pushing the boundaries
with his lyrics, Kavanagh
said the BBC avoided play-
ing Aon Focal Eile on the
airwaves. 

Israel's Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
ordered his military to "vig-
orously attack Hezbollah
targets" in Lebanon, two
days after a ceasefire was
extended by three weeks.
Fresh Israeli attacks fol-
lowed the directive, which
came after at least six people
were killed in strikes on
southern Lebanon on
Saturday. Further cross-
border exchanges between
the two sides have strained
the truce agreement, high-
lighting the precarity of the
ceasefire. The agreement,
which has seen a reduction
in fire rather than a com-
plete halt, was extended on
Thursday after talks
between the countries'
envoys in Washington.
Earlier on Saturday, Israeli
strikes on a truck and a

motorbike in the town of
Yohmor al-Shaqeef in the
Nabatieh district killed four
people, Lebanon's health
ministry said, according to
Agence-France-Presse.
Another two people were
killed and 17 injured in an
attack on the town of Safad
al-Battikh, in the Bint Jbeil
district, it said. The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said it
had "eliminated" three

Hezbollah members on
Saturday who were driving
"a vehicle loaded with
weapons", as well as another
one riding a motorcycle. It
said two more armed mem-
bers of the group were killed
in the Litani area, where
Israel has kept soldiers in
the self-declared buffer zone,
saying they "posed a threat
to the IDF soldiers operating
in southern Lebanon". The

IDF later said a "suspicious
aerial target was identified"
in the area of Malkia, adding
the "incident constitutes an
additional violation of the
ceasefire". Hezbollah, mean-
while, said it targeted an
Israeli army vehicle in
south Lebanon in retalia-
tion for the attack on
Yohmor al-Shaqeef, AFP
reported. Following
Netanyahu's order to attack
the group, Lebanon's state-
run National News Agency
(NNA) reported a pair of
strikes in quick succession
in a town in Bint Jbeil dis-
trict, another on a town in
Tyre district, and strikes on
two more towns in Nabatieh
district. The Israeli military
said it "struck Hezbollah ter-
rorist infrastructure used
for military purposes across
southern Lebanon". 

Hope in Gaza as 300 cou-

ples get married at one time
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MS Dhoni has recovered
from injury but the Chennai
Super Kings veteran is will-
ingly denying his comeback
in order to not disturb the
team combination ahead of
the IPL 2026 match against
Gujarat Titans, according to
a report by The Indian
Express. Dhoni, who suf-
fered a calf strain, has not
played a single match for
his franchise this season
despite attending net ses-
sions in the past week, The
report claimed that Dhoni
successfully completed his
fitness test but he is reluc-
tant to take the sport of a
youngster and 'disturb the
combination in the last cou-
ple of fixtures. While the
CSK middle order has not
performed quite well this
season, the decision to make
a comeback reportedly lies

completely with Dhoni.
Chennai Super Kings bat-
ting coach Michael Hussey
on Thursday made it clear
that whenever MS Dhoni
returns from his calf strain,
he will resume duties as a
wicketkeeper and not fea-
ture merely as an impact
player. The 44-year-old
missed his seventh straight
game in IPL 2026 in

Thursday's clash against
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium, as he
continues to recover from
the injury that initially
ruled him out for two weeks
on March 28. There had
been speculation that Dhoni
could return as a specialist
batter using the Impact
Player rule, especially with
Sanju Samson and Kartik

Sharma available as wicket-
keeping options. However,
Hussey dismissed that pos-
sibility, indicating Dhoni
would be back in his usual
role behind the stumps.
“Oh, I'm pretty sure he'll be
behind the stumps. The
biggest thing for him is that
he's had the calf injury, it's
just the running and late in
innings, if he comes in, hav-
ing to scamper those ones
and twos, he just needs to
make sure the calf is strong
enough to withstand that,"
Hussey told the broadcaster
during a mid-match inter-
view. “But certainly from a
skill perspective, we know
what he can do as a keeper.
We know he's batting, he's
batting really well, so it's
just hopefully getting that
confidence in the calf,”
Hussey said. 

Alexander Sorloth struck
twice as Atletico Madrid
built confidence for their
Champions League semi-
final clash against Arsenal
with a 3-2 win over Athletic
Bilbao on Saturday in La
Liga. However Diego
Simeone's side were also left
sweating on the fitness of
midfielder Pablo Barrios,
who walked off injured mid-
way through the second
half. Atletico have little to
play for in La Liga, sitting
fourth and now 10 points
clear of Real Betis in fifth.
Their hopes of silverware
this season are pinned to
European success and a
potential first ever
Champions League tri-
umph. Losing energetic
midfielder Barrios could be
a blow for the Rojiblancos,
with the first leg clash
against the Premier League
leaders approaching on
Wednesday at Atletico's
Metropolitano stadium. The
Spaniard had only just
returned from a thigh injury

after missing both legs of
their quarter-final win over
Barcelona. "We all know
Pablo is a hugely important
player for us... and he's a
friend and it hurts to see
him like that," said Atletico
playmaker Alex Baena.
"He's a player and a person
who looks after himself 100
percent, and these things
happen in football, we don't
know why, no matter how
much care you take. "So I
hope it's just as minor as
possible." Before facing
Ernesto Valverde's Athletic
Bilbao, Atletico had lost
seven of their last eight
games, including the Copa del
Rey final last weekend. The
visiting mid-table Basques
took the lead after 23 minutes
through Aitor Paredes's pow-
erful header from Inigo Ruiz
de Galarreta's corner. 
French forward Antoine
Griezmann, who is leaving at
the end of the season to join
MLS side Orlando City,
pulled hosts Atletico level in
the 49th minute. 

Rajasthan Royals prodigy
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
shed light on his chat with
opening partner and sen-
ior marksman Yashasvi
Jaiswal ahead of their
clash against Sunrisers
Hyderabad on Saturday.
Sooryavanshi and Jaiswal
have formed one of the
most destructive opening
pairs this season, consis-
tently giving RR fiery
starts at the top. Against
SRH, Sooryavanshi
smashed his second IPL
century, slamming 103 off
37 balls. His record-break-
ing knock included 12 sixes
and five fours, powering
the Rajasthan Royals to a
massive total of 228/6. In a
viral video, Sooryavanshi
revealed that Jaiswal told
him to attack from the very

first ball. "When we went
out to bat after winning the
toss, Yash bhaiya
(Yashasvi) told me,
'Vaibhav, we should go
hammer and tongs today.' I
replied that we should just
go out there and hit sixes,"
Sooryavanshi said in a

video posted by RR. After
the match, SRH captain
Pat Cummins noted that
Sooryavanshi has made an
impressive start to his
career and credited his
fearless style of play for
capturing attention. "He's
had a great start to his

career and I love the way
he plays, he takes the game
on," he added. RR posted a
strong total of 228/6, pow-
ered by a sensational 103
off 37 balls from
Sooryavanshi and a 35-ball
51 from Jurel. Donovan
Ferreira also added a
quick cameo off 16-ball 33
late in the innings. In
reply, SRH lost Travis
Head early but recovered
strongly as Ishan Kishan
(74 off 31) and Abhishek
Sharma (57 off 29) put on a
132-run stand, setting up
the chase. Despite a few
late wickets, Heinrich
Klaasen (29) and Nitish
Kumar Reddy (36) ensured
the required rate stayed
under control as SRH com-
pleted the chase comfort-
ably in 18.3 overs.

Iga Swiatek was forced to retire in the
third round of the Madrid Open on
Saturday due to a viral illness, while reign-
ing champion Aryna Sabalenka extended
her winning run to 14 matches. A champi-
on in the Spanish capital in 2024, Swiatek
rebounded from a one-set deficit against
American 31st seed Ann Li to level the con-
test but put an end to proceedings while
down 0-3 in the decider. The Polish six-
time Grand Slam champion asked for the
doctor after getting broken early in the
third set and got her vitals checked. She
tried to break Li back but when her oppo-
nent held for a 3-0 advantage, the fourth
seed realised she was unable to continue.
She revealed after the match that she has
been fighting a stomach virus for the last
two days and was hoping she could still
find a way to win despite feeling "terrible".
"I heard there is something going on
between players, that the virus is some-
where on site. I'm sure I'll be fine in a cou-
ple of days, but I had zero energy and zero
stability and just felt really bad physically,
and yesterday even worse," said Swiatek.

It is Swiatek's earliest ever exit in five
appearances in Madrid. "On the court
before the tournament I felt like I'm play-
ing great, so actually it's sad for me that I
can't play, because I was feeling really
good with my game, and I was moving for-
ward in the process, so, this was positive,"
she said. "But for me the tournament has
just started and I couldn't even compete
today, so it's disappointing."

lfyn Evans has
returned to the top
of the World Rally
C h a m p i o n s h i p

(WRC) standings after fin-
ishing second behind
Sebastien Ogier at Rally
Islas Canarias. The Welsh
driver, who collected a
maximum 10 Sunday
bonus points alongside 17
as runner-up, now leads
Toyota team-mate
Takamoto Katsuta by two
points after five of the 14
rounds. Evans, 37, fin-
ished 19.9 seconds behind
eight-time world champi-
on Ogier. Finland's Sami
Pajari was third with
Japan's Katsuta and Irish
co-driver Aaron Johnston
fourth, as Toyota's Gazoo
Racing filled the top four

places. "It has been a solid
weekend," said Evans. "It
was a poor start and that
put us out of the fight for

the win. I have had mixed
feelings. Congrats to Seb,
he has driven an excep-
tional weekend." Josh

McErlean finished eighth
in the Spanish round of
the championship, while
Motorsport Ireland and M-

Sport Ford team-mate Jon
Armstrong placed 11th. It
was the most testing rally
so far for Armstrong on
his debut season in WRC1,
losing more than two min-
utes on Saturday when
spectators had to help his
car back onto the road. "It
has been quite a challeng-
ing weekend there is no
doubt about that," said the
31-year-old Fermanagh
driver. "It has taken a long
time to get on top of a tyre
on this rally. I think we
have been progressing and
we need to understand
how we can improve. "It
has not been a great rally,
but sometimes you will
have worse ones than good
ones." Toyota had been on
course to claim the top

five spots, but Rally Monte
Carlo winner Oliver
Solberg crashed out on the
penultimate stage. Solberg
- who won six of the week-
end's 18 stages - had been
second on the road, two
seconds behind Ogier, but
was forced to retire his
badly damaged Yaris,
leaving him with no points
for round five. It was a
first win of the season for
the 42-year-old
Frenchman, who had sat
out Rally Sweden - won by
Evans - and the previous
round in Croatia where
Katsuta took his second
victory in a row following
success in Kenya. The
teams now head to
Portugal for round six
from 7-10 May.

A first Premier League win
in 2026 wasn't enough to lift
Tottenham out of the relega-
tion zone. Spurs beat relegat-
ed Wolves 1-0 on Saturday to
hand Roberto De Zerbi his
first victory as coach. But it
remained in the drop zone,
two points behind West
Ham, which clinched a 2-1
win against Everton
through Callum Wilson's
stoppage time goal at
London Stadium. Liverpool
moved up to fourth on goal
difference by beating
Crystal Palace 3-1. The
defending champion
leapfrogged Aston Villa
which lost to Fulham 1-0.
Arsenal was playing
Newcastle later Saturday
with the chance to move
back to the top ahead of
Manchester City. City was
playing in the semifinals of
the FA Cup against second

division Southampton at
Wembley Stadium. For a
short while everything
seemed to be going
Tottenham's way. First, mid-
fielder Joao Paulinha man-
aged to stay onside to slide
Spurs into an 82nd-minute
lead at Molineux and sur-
vive a VAR check. Moments
later, Everton's Kiernan
Dewsbury-Hall leveled the
score at West Ham - can-
celling out Tomas Soucek's
opener and temporarily

helping Spurs climb out of
the relegation zone. But
Wilson's winner for West
Ham in the 92nd - after com-
ing on as a late substitute -
saw the fight for survival
take another twist. Spurs'
win was it's first in the
league since Dec. 28. and fur-
ther evidence of a lift in form
under De Zerbi, who was
appointed last month. The
Italian has been in charge
for three games and picked
up four points. 

Evans regains WRC lead as Ogier wins in Canaries
E

KKR's Rovman Powell
injured himself badly while
taking the catch of Mitchell
Marsh running back from
mid-on. He fell on the ground
while completing the catch.
Powell was taken off the
ground. Earlier, Mohsin
Khan picked a five-wicket

haul before Rinku Singh's
unbeaten fifty gave KKR
something to fight against
LSG in their IPL 2026 game in
Lucknow. Mohsin returned
figures of 5 for 23 to dent KKR,
but Rinku's 83 not out off 51
balls, laced with seven fours
and five sixes led KKR's fight-

back. He smashed a total of
four sixes in the final over
bowled by Digvesh Singh
Rathi, propelling KKR to
155/7. Only one run and a
wicket came off Vaibhav
Arora's first over. He bowled
three dot balls to Rishabh
Pant before the LSG captain

took a single to get off the
mark. Arora then bowled a
dot ball to Aiden Markram to
finish the over. An early wick-
et for KKR! They are turning
things around. Rinku Singh
started it with a fighting
knock, and now Vaibhav
Arora has dismissed Mitchell

Marsh with the very first ball
of his spell. LSG are one down
in the chase. Rovman Powell
took the catch at mid-on and
hurt himself badly in the
process. He is walking off the
field. That is a good shot from
Aiden Markram. There was
nothing wrong with the deliv-
ery as Anukul Roy bowled a
good-length ball on the
stumps. Markram got deep
into the crease and punched it
past cover for a four. 6, 6, 6, 6 —
What an over for KKR! Some
poor captaincy from Rishabh
Pant saw him hand the ball to
Digvesh Singh Rathi in the
final over, and Rinku Singh
slammed the spinner for four
consecutive sixes. A total of 26
runs came off the final over,
and KKR would suddenly feel
they have a fighting score on
the board. Mohammed Shami
leaks 17 runs in his final over.
Rinku Singh started the over
with a six over point and then
smashed a four to race to his
half-century. He followed it
with yet another boundary.
Shami ends his quota of four
overs with figures of 0 for 34. 

CSK STAR FACES HORRIFIC 

INJURY SCARE, SPARKS LUNGI

NGIDI-LIKE CONCERNS

Chennai Super Kings over-
seas star Akeal Hosein faced
a major injury scare during
the IPL 2026 match against
Gujarat Titans on Sunday.
The incident happened in the
sixth over of he GT innings
when Shubman Gill
slammed the ball on the off-
side and Hosein tried to run
towards the right in an
attempt to complete the
catch. However, he ended up
slamming his right cheek on
the ground and that led to a
small halt in play. The phys-
ios rushed to the ground and
even performed a mandator
concussion check but
although the player looked
in a bit of discomfort, he
resumed play soon after.
However, his injury sparked
concerns after Delhi
Capitals' Lungi Ngidi's head
injury during the match
against Punjab Kings. 
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NO POSITIVE VIBES 

FOR SAI PALLAVI’S

HINDI DEBUT

ollywood
a c t o r s
Shraddha

K a p o o r
and Nora

Fatehi have
r e c e i v e d

major relief
in the much-

discussed 2022 Mumbai
drugs case. According to
the latest reports, the
Mumbai Police have found
no evidence linking either
of them to the alleged drug
network. The case dates
back to August 2022, when
the Anti-Narcotics Cell
arrested a suspected drug
supplier and recovered
banned substances.
During the investigation,
several high-profile names
surfaced based on state-
ments given by the
accused. This led to both
Shraddha Kapoor and
Nora Fatehi being ques-
tioned by officials in 2025.
However, after a detailed
probe, officials confirmed
that there is no concrete

proof connecting the
actresses to the case.
As a result, their
names are expected
to be dropped from
the supplementary
chargesheet, which
will focus only on
those directly
linked to the drug
supply network. This
development brings clari-
ty to a case that had creat-
ed significant buzz due to
the involvement of
celebrities. 
While the investigation
continues against the
main accused, the clean
chit for Shraddha and
Nora comes as a big relief
for their fans and the
industry.

heaters are bone dry
as small and medi-
um-range films are
not attracting

enough footfalls and the
stars are struck in Pan-
India movies taking three
years minimum for each
film. Audiences are losing
the habit of watching the
films in theaters as a result.
At this rate, 40% of the
Single Screen theaters are
closing very soon. Only
Prabhas is a bit better
doing films simultaneous-
ly. When the Single
Screens are closed, the
Multiplexes’ Shares will be
barely enough and the big
stars will also face the heat
very soon. It is important
for the Big Stars to increase

the speed or do two films
simultaneously. Allu
Arjun reportedly took the
decision to do two films
simultaneously in future.
He will begin Lokesh
Kanagaraj film from
October. From April 2027,
he will start another film
with a Top Telugu director.
He will shoot for that film
for around 200 days and is
likely to begin another film
with Basil Joseph in paral-
lel. Every film of Allu
Arjun will have 200 solo
days. If the shoot extends
above that, the star will
begin another film simulta-
neously. This is a very good
decision by the star which
will be welcomed by the
fans as well as the trade.

ctor Vishal is gearing
up for his most ambi-
tious next project
Makutam, which

marks the 99th film under
the prestigious Super Good
Films banner, produced by
RB Choudary.
Interestingly, Vishal is
also taking on the roles of
director and screenplay
writer, adding a strong per-
sonal creative touch to the
film. From the posters and
early promotional material
released so far, Makutam
appears to be a distinctive
action entertainer with a
fresh narrative approach.
Adding to the excitement,
it has now been officially
confirmed that actress
Anjali will star opposite
Vishal. The duo, known for
their successful collabora-
tions and strong on-screen
chemistry, are reuniting
once again, raising expec-
tations. To announce her
inclusion, the makers
released a quirky and
engaging concept video fea-
turing both Vishal and
Anjali. The video unfolds
like a mock narration ses-
sion, with Vishal, as the
director, approaching
Anjali to pitch the story.
However, instead of listen-
ing quietly, Anjali playful-
ly interrupts him at every
turn. When Vishal begins
with a typical line like “It’s
a beautiful village…,” she
humorously cuts him off,
saying such details are the
production team’s respon-
sibility and urging him to
get to the actual story. As
Vishal continues narrating

in a rather vague manner,
Anjali keeps delivering
witty jabs and sarcastic
remarks. Eventually, she
bluntly questions whether
he even has a proper story,
leaving Vishal flustered.
Unable to handle her sharp
counters, he comically
walks away, promising to
return with a better narra-
tion the next day. The
video ends on a humorous
note, highlighting their
natural chemistry and
comic timing. The enter-
taining concept video has
sparked laughter and has
quickly gone viral across
social media platforms,
drawing praise for its cre-
ativity and humor. On the

technical front, the music
for Makutam is composed
by GV Prakash Kumar,
while cinematography is
handled by Richard M
Nathan. NB Srikanth
serves as the editor, and
Durairaj is in charge of art
direction.

ational crush
R a s h m i k a
Mandanna is play-
ing the most chal-

lenging role of her career
with the pan India action
drama 'Maisaa'. 
The film has already creat-
ed a good buzz with its
intense glimpses. The film
is being produced by
Unformula Films under
the direction of Ravindra
Pulle. 
A 15-day brutal action-
packed shooting schedule
has recently begun in
Kerala. Kecha Khampakdi
Master is providing high
voltage action choreogra-
phy. This action schedule,
which features Rashmika
along with key actors, is
going to be a major high-
light of the film. 
Rashmika plays a Gond
tribal girl in 'Maisa'. This
role requires emotional
depth as well as physical
strength. For this,
Rashmika went to
Bangkok under the super-
vision of international
action director Andy Long
and underwent rigorous
stunt and combat training.
She spent about eight
hours a day learning
advanced stunts, hand-to-
hand fighting, and high-
speed action techniques.
Rashmika is gearing up to
create a sensation in a
never-before-seen intense
and explosive avatar in
Maisa. Easwari Rao, Guru
Somasundaram, and Rao
Ramesh are playing key
roles in this film.
Cinematography is han-
dled by Shreyas P

Krishna, while music is
composed by Jakes Bejoy.
International stunt chore-
ographer Andy
Long
i s

supervising the action
sequences.

uperstar Mahesh Babu and
Namrata Shirodkar’s GMB
Entertainment proudly present

acclaimed filmmaker Venkatesh
Maha’s much-awaited psychological
thriller Rao Bahadur, starring the
versatile Satya Dev in the lead. The
film is jointly produced by A+S
Movies and SriChakraas
Entertainments. As officially
announced, Rao Bahadur will hit cin-
emas on June 5th. The timing appears
strategic, aiming for a window just
before the academic season begins.
The release date poster features Satya
Dev in a regal avatar, dressed in deep-
toned traditional attire with a com-
manding presence that exudes
authority and mystery. An intriguing
detail that stands out is an insect
perched on his turban, hinting at
symbolic layers the film may explore.
The grand palace backdrop, entwined
with creeping vines, further
enhances the mood, suggesting a nar-
rative rooted in legacy, power, and
hidden truths. Following an uncon-

ventional first glimpse, the film’s first
single O Sundari turned into a chart-
buster, admired for its melodious
composition and elegant presenta-
tion. The romantic track, featuring
Satya Dev and Deepa Thomas, beauti-
fully captures a bygone era, adding to
the film’s appeal with its period set-
ting and visual richness. Rao
Bahadur blends psychological drama
with the fading echoes of an aristo-
cratic past. Venkatesh Maha, who
handles writing, direction, and edit-
ing, seems to be shaping a story that
is deeply rooted in local sensibilities
while carrying universal emotional
resonance. The film is backed by a
strong technical team, with Kartik
Parmar handling cinematography,
Smaran Sai composing the music,
and Rohan Singh crafting the film’s
distinctive production design. With
its blend of regal imagery and cryptic
undertones, Rao Bahadur is shaping
up to be a film that draws audiences
into a world where every detail may
hold deeper meaning.

Sai Pallavi’s much-awaited Hindi debut Ek Din
is heading toward its theatrical release on May 1,
2026, but the film seems to be surrounded zero

positive vibes in the final stretch. Produced
by Aamir Khan Productions, the romantic
drama stars Sai Pallavi alongside Junaid

Khan, with direction by Sunil Pandey.
Initially, the project generated decent buzz,

especially as it marked Sai Pallavi’s entry
into Bollywood. However, the momentum
has gradually dipped. The teaser and trail-
er received mixed responses, with many

pointing out that the storyline feels familiar
and lacks freshness. 

A case has been registered against Bigg Boss fame
Ashu Reddy at Hyderabad CCS following a ?9.35

crore fraud complaint. An NRI software engineer
alleged she trapped him in a love affair and made
him buy car, gold, and properties before refusing

marriage. Police have begun an investigation.
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