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RAHUL TO ADDRESS
THREE ELECTION RALLIES
IN BENGAL TODAY

Siliguri (TSIT) Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will arrive in West
Bengal on Tuesday to campaign for
the ongoing Assembly elections, a
party leader said on Monday.
Addressing a press conference
here, Congress spokesperson
Charan Singh Sapra said Gandhi
will begin his campaign with a pub-
lic meeting at Samserganj in
Murshidabad district, followed by a
rally at Chanchal in Malda district.
He will depart after addressing a
meeting in Raiganj of Uttar
Dinajpur district. During the press
meet, Sapra also launched a sharp
attack on the ongoing ‘Special
Intensive Revision’ (SIR) of the
electoral rolls in West Bengal.

SC REFUSES TO

QUASH LAND-FOR-JOBS
CASE AGAINST LALU
PRASAD YADAV

New Delhi (TSIT): The Supreme Court
on Monday declined to quash the CBI
FIR and charge sheets against RJD chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav in connection with
the alleged land-for-jobs scam.A bench
of Justices M.M. Sundresh and N.
Kotiswar Singh, while disposing of
Yadav’s plea challenging the Delhi High
Court order refusing to quash the cor-
ruption case, granted him liberty to
raise legal objections during trial and
exempted him from personal appear-
ance before the trial court.

Asha Bhosle cremated «with full state honours
at Mumbai’s iconic Shivaji Park

Mumbai, April 13 : The cur-
tains fell on a golden era of
Indian music as the legendary
playback singer Asha Bhosle
was cremated with full state
honours on Monday at
Mumbai’s iconic Shivaji Park.

'Asha Tai', as she was affec-
tionately known, passed away
on Sunday, April 12, at the age
of 92 due to multi-organ failure
following a cardiac arrest. She
had been admitted to Breach
Candy Hospital a day earlier as
she was suffering from extreme
exhaustion and a chest infec-
tion. The Maharashtra govern-
ment accorded the veteran
singer a state funeral, a tribute
reserved for those who have

Hyderabad (TSIT): Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday strongly
opposed the Centre’s move to
link the Women’s Reservation
Bill with the proposed delimita-
tion of constituencies, warning
that it could lead to political
injustice for southern and
smaller states.Addressing a
press meet, he said women’s
reservation and delimitation
are separate issues and should
not be combined. He alleged
that linking the two was a strat-
egy to delay implementation of
reservations for women and
create confusion.

Revanth Reddy stated that
the Congress has consistently

CM Naidu pushes deregulation
to tast-track industries

. Nari Shakti Sammelan: PM
' Modi says India about to make
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" decisions of 21st century
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supported women’s empower-

ment, recalling that the
Women’s Reservation Bill had
earlier been passed in the Rajya
Sabha but could not be cleared
in the Lok Sabha. While sup-
porting the 2023 bill, he criti-
cised the Centre for delaying its
implementation by tying it to
future Census and delimitation
exercises.He demanded imme-
diate implementation of wom-
en’s reservation in the existing
Lok Sabha and Assembly con-
stituencies, stating that nearly
181 women could have been
elected if the policy had been
enforced in the 2024 elections.
On delimitation, the Chief
Minister cautioned that basing
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measles outhbreak after
delayed vaccination drive
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seat allocation solely on popula-
tion would unfairly penalise
southern states that successful-
ly implemented family plan-
ning. He warned that such a
move could widen the political
gap between North and South
India and weaken the represen-
tation of states like Telangana.

Expressing concern over
reports of a possible 50%
increase in parliamentary
seats, he said absolute numbers
matter more than percentages,
and any disproportionate
increase for northern states
would dilute the voice of south-
ern regions.Proposing a bal-
anced approach, Revanth
Reddy suggested a hybrid
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model where additional seats
are allocated partly on a pro-
rata basis and partly based on
states’ contribution to Gross
State  Domestic  Product
(GSDP).

He also called for wider con-
sultations, including an all-par-
ty meeting, expert discussions,
and debates in state assemblies
and Parliament before any
final decision on delimitation.

Reiterating his commitment
to social justice and federal bal-
ance, the Chief Minister said
Telangana would work with
other southern and smaller
states to oppose any move that
undermines their political rep-
resentation.

Ram Charan Stuns with His
Monstrous Wet Look
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Congress alleges govt using
Women’s Reservation as cover to
push Delimitation agenda

New Delhi (TSIT) The
Congress on Monday accused
the BJP-led government under
Narendra Modi of attempting
tousethe Women’s Reservation
law as a “cover” to push
through delimitation and side-
step the demand for a caste
census, alleging that the move
was being carried out in a hur-
ried and “undemocratic” man-
ner. Addressing a press con-
ference, party spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said, “Don’t
try to hide behind the Women’s
Reservation,” asserting that
the issue of reserving seats for
women had already been set-
tled when Parliament unani-
mously passed the legislation
in September 2023.She claimed
the government’s “real inten-
tion” now was to move ahead
with delimitation while avoid-
ing a caste-based census.
Shrinate pointed out that
the law had linked the imple-
mentation of women’s reserva-
tion to the completion of a fresh
census and subsequent delimi-
tation exercise, a move she
said the opposition had object-
ed to at the time. She noted that
Congress leaders, including
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Congress
Parliamentary Party chairper-

son Sonia Gandhi, had
demanded immediate imple-
mentation of the quota without
such preconditions so that
women could benefit from it as
early as the 2024 general elec-
tions.

Questioning the govern-
ment’s timing, Shrinate
asked, “What has changed in
the last thirty months? Why
this change of heart?” She
alleged that the Centre was
now prioritising delimita-
tion and attempting to
“escape” the caste census
debate, recalling that the
Prime Minister had previ-
ously criticised proponents
of caste enumeration.

SIR ‘major issue’ for Bengal polls, people firm
on throwing intiltrators out of state: Shah

Bardhaman district’s
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Amaravati (TSIT):
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N.Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday direct-
ed officials to simplify
policies and procedures
to expedite the setting up
of industries, as part of
the Union government’s
Deregulation Phase-2 ini-
tiative.During a review
meeting with a central
delegation led by Sandeep
Poundrik, the Chief
Minister stressed the
need to eliminate outdat-
ed laws and reduce regu-
latory burdens to create a
more business-friendly
environment.

Officials informed that
23 priority items across
seven departments have
been completed under
Phase-1, while 28 areas
have been identified
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under Phase-2. Of 47 rec-
ommendations, 18 have
already been implement-
ed, with a target to com-
plete the rest by May 31.
Naidu called for a drastic
reduction in compliance
requirements—from
over 800 to below 100—
and sought to bring down
the number of licenses to
single digits. He also
directed that the current
82 approvals required for
businesses be reduced to
57 in phases, while build-
ing and occupancy
approvals should be cut
from 30 to 18.
Emphasising efficien-
cy, he proposed measures
such as promoting third-
party inspections, elimi-
nating duplicate licens-
ing systems, granting
lifetime validity for regis-
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trations, and introducing
simplified, state-specific
fire safety norms. He also

instructed that the entire
approval process be
made fully online.

The Chief Minister
said the reforms should
reduce the time required
to establish industries by
at least 40 per cent. He
also stressed faster land
allocation in industrial
parks, creation of a sin-
gle nodal agency for
approvals, and simplifi-
cation across sectors like
environment, power,
tourism, education, and
health.

He added that plat-
forms like Mee Seva,
Single Desk Portal, and
WhatsApp Governance
(Mana Mitra) would be
leveraged to ensure
seamless service deliv-
ery.Sandeep Poundrik
appreciated  Andhra
Pradesh’s proactive
approach, stating that
the state is ahead of cen-
tral recommendations
and expressing confi-
dence in successful
implementation of Phase-
2 reforms within the
timeline.

Lucknow

(TSIT)

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday wel-
comed the increased par-
ticipation of women in
sports, hoping that the
MP Khel Mahakumbh
organised here will fur-

sons, Rajnath Singh said,
“Lucknow has always

Trump warns Iran

amid US naval

blockade in Strait DURGAPUR  (TSIT):
Of HOI'leZ Union Home Minister Amit

Washington/Tehran
(TSIT): US President Donald
Trump on Monday issued a
stern warning to Iran, stat-
ing that any Iranian vessels

approaching American
naval forces would be “imme-
diately eliminated” follow-
ing the enforcement of a new

maritime blockade.
The United States Navy has
reportedly established a

blockade covering Iranian
ports and coastal areas,
including the strategically
vital Strait of Hormuz, mark-
ing a sharp escalation despite
an existing ceasefire frame-
work between Washington
and Tehran. In a post on
Truth Social, Trump claimed
that Iran’s navy had been
“completely obliterated,”
alleging that 158 vessels were
destroyed. He said smaller
fast-attack boats, previously
not considered a major threat,
would now be targeted if they
approached US forces.

Women participation increasing
in sports: Rajnath Singh
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effort is to further expand

ther strengthen the sport-

ing culture in Lucknow  the sporting facilities in
and across Uttar Pradesh. ~ Lucknow city,” he said.
Addressing the sportsper-  The Defence Minister

said today that modern
sports infrastructure is

Shah on Monday said the
SIR of electoral rolls is a
“major issue” in the upcom-
ing West Bengal assembly
polls, and stated that the
people have resolved to
throw infiltrators out of the

state.Speakingto PTI Videos
at his roadshow in Paschim

Durgapur, Shah said the
responsibility for the politi-
cal violence in Bengal lies
only with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
nephew, Abhishek

Banerjee, who is the TMC’s
general secretary.
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made monumental contribu-
tions to the nation.The ceremo-
ny mirrored the farewell given
to her elder sister, the late Lata
Mangeshkar, at the same his-
toric ground.Her mortal
remains were Kept at her resi-

dence in Lower Parel, from
11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. to allow
fans and celebrities to pay their
last respects.Thousands of
emotional fans lined the streets
of Mumbai as the funeral pro-
cession made its way to Dadar.

been known for its rich
sporting culture. It is
with the very objective of
further developing this
sporting culture here that
the MP Khel Mahakumbh
has been initiated.”“My

also being developed near
villages. Even in the far-
flung areas of the coun-
try, better grounds, mod-
ern stadiums, and mod-
ern training facilities are
now being built.
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Nari Shakti Sammelan: PM Modi says India about to make one
of the most Significant decisions of 21st century

New Delhi, April 13 : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday addressed
the national-level 'Nari Shakti Vandan

Sammelan', and

Nari

greetings to the countrymen.

During this, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta also shared a toll-free
number -- 9667173333 -- which people
can give a missed call to support the
Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam Bills. Speaking
Vandan
Adhiniyam, PM Modi said, "India is
about to make one of the most signifi-

Modi government's Nari

about the Nari Shakti

said that the
Parliament is on the verge of making a
historic decision in the coming days by
introducing the amendments to the
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
Addressing the large gathering at New
Delhi's Vigyan Bhawan, the Prime
Minister started by paying homage to
the martyrs of the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre and also extended Baisakhi

Nari Shakti and

cant decisions of the 21st century; I say
this with a strong sense of responsibil-
ity. This decision is dedicated to the

Vandan.""Our Parliament is going to
make a historic decision, which will
give concrete form to the concepts of

the past and fulfil the resolutions of the
future. A resolve rooted in equality,
where social justice is not merely a
slogan, but an integral part of our work
culture and decision-making process,"
he said."From the State Assemblies to
the Parliament, the end of decades of
waiting is 16, 17 and 18 (referring to
April 16-18)," he said.

The Prime Minister recalled that in
2023, in the new Parliament building,
the first step was taken towards the
Nari Shakti Adhiniyam.

"For it to be implemented on time,
women's participation gives strength
to our democracy. We have called a
special session of the Parliament," he
added.The Sammellan saw participa-
tion from prominent personalities and
women achievers across diverse sec-
tors, including government, academia,
sports,
media, social work and culture.

Nari  Shakti

science,

Nation

entrepreneurship,

The event brought together a wide spec-
trum of stakeholders to deliberate on the
role of women in India's development,
journey.Addressing the gathering, PM
Modi said, "Through this event, we are
receiving the blessings of mothers and
sisters from across the nation. I have not
come here to wake you up or give you
orders, but to seek your blessings. You all
have come here from different parts of the
nation, and I thank you for your
time.""Everyone had felt the need for
women's reservation for decades, and dis-
cussions were also held. Over 40 years
were spent on this deliberation. Every
party and several generations made an
effort towards this. Every political outfit
took this forward according to their under-
standing. When Nari Shakti Adhiniyam
was introduced in 2023, even then every
political party passed it with consensus
and then everyone had also demanded its
implementation before 2029," he said.

Chowdhury summoned by police in election
related case, AJP erms it 'oIiticaIIy motivated"

GUWAHATI: Assam Jati-
ya Parishad (AJP) on Sun-
day slammed Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma after
its candidate for Guwahati
Central Kunki Chowdhury
was summoned by police
in an election-related case
and claimed that the ruling
party is rattled after seeing
that the mandate has gone
against them in the constit-
uency.

Chowdhury reached
Panbazar Police Station in
the morning after receiv-
ing a summons for an elec-
tion-related case. She was
served a notice on Saturday
and asked to appear before
police on Sunday before 11
am, noting that failing to do
so would render her liable
for arrest.

Chowdhury came out
of the police station after
around two hours of ques-
tioning and told the waiting
scribes that she recorded
her statement before the in-
vestigating officer.

A case was filed against
Chowdhury and her cam-
paign manager, Sandeep
Yadav, by a BJP activist
Naba Kumar Lahkar on
the day of polling on April
9, alleging the duo violat-
ed the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) and hampered

the conduct of free-and-
fair elections. The AJP has
strongly condemned the
"harassment" of its candi-
date by the Assam Police,
and has lodged a formal
complaint with the Chief
Electoral Officer of Assam.

"All the charges in the
FIR are bailable, so she
cannot be arrested. In fact,
the charges are not serious
at all. This was filed and the
summons issued with such
a strong language just to ha-
rass her," Chowdhury's ad-
vocate, Santanu Borthakur,
told reporters outside the
police station.

The Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) is in force now,
and when the chief secre-
tary is running the govern-
ment, how can the chief
minister reportedly say that

he has sent police, asked the
legal expert.

"Kunki contested the
polls and set a narrative
for the entire state, and it
was damaging for the BJP.
That's why this politically
motivated case was filed,"
Borthakur said.

He also asked the po-
lice what happened to the
complaint Chowdhury filed
regarding a deep fake vid-
eo, allegedly propagated by
BJP IT cell members.

AJP debutante Chow-
dhury found herself at the
centre of a charged con-
troversy with CM Sarma
threatening legal action
against her parents over
alleged beef consumption,
even as she dismissed the
attacks as baseless and
challenged BJP veteran Vi-
jay Kumar Gupta in Guwa-
hati Central constituency.

On April 4, Chowdhury
filed a police complaint for
alleged deep-fake defama-
tory videos on social media
about her family, following
Sarma's claims about her
mother's food habit.

Commenting on the lat-
est development, AJP pres-
ident Lurinjyoti Gogoi said
summoning  Chowdhury
is "shocking and unfortu-
nate".

Tripura tribal council poll
records 83 per cent voting

AGARTALA: Around 83
per cent of the 9.62 lakh
voters exercised their fran-
chise in the elections to the
28-member Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous District
on Sunday, which witnessed
a few stray incidents of vio-
lence, officials said.

Voting started at 7 am
at 1,257 booths in all eight
districts of the northeastern
state, as 9,62,547 electors
are eligible to decide the
fate of 173 candidates from
different political parties in
the elections.

The TTAADC compris-
es two-thirds of the state's
geographical area and is
home to a population of 13
lakh.

"Around 83 per cent vot-
ing was reported till 7 pm,
and it may go up further be-
cause final reports are yet to
be received," State Election
Commission (SEC) secre-
tary Anurag Sen told PTI.

"No fatality or grievous
injury was reported during
the polling process because
of the timely intervention of
security forces," said police
spokesperson Rajdeep Deb.

The BJP and Tip-
ra Motha Party (TMP)
thanked the voters and poll-
ing officials for conducting
the elections with a high
turnout.

"The turnout has already
reached over 80 per cent. It
shows the voters joined the

festival of democracy spon-

taneously. We are confident
of winning the elections,"
BJP state president Ra-
jib Bhattacharjee said at a
press conference.

He said, "Some sporadic
incidents were reported to
the party, and accordingly,
we flagged these issues with
the state poll panel for tak-
ing necessary steps."

TMP founder Pradyot
Kishore Manikya Debbar-
ma also congratulated the
voters for joining the voting
process in large numbers.

"I am thankful to the
people for the way they have
showered love and affection
on me during the election
process. This election will
mark the highest voting
percentage because of high
turnout so far," he told the
reporters.

The police spokesperson
said, "Voting process has
largely remained peaceful
barring a few skirmishes
between the BJP and Tipra
Motha supporters till the
last reports came in. DGP
Anurag has been personal-
ly monitoring the security
aspect to ensure peaceful
elections."

He said a few crude
bombs were thrown at Val-
uerchar, a polling booth un-
der Mirza-Kathalia-Rajapur
constituency in Sepahijala
district but no one was in-
jured there.

Haridwar trip tums tragic as
car plunges from flyoverin
Muzafiaragar:three killed

MUZAFFARNAGAR:
Three Haryana residents
were killed on Sunday,
while two others were se-
verely injured, after the
car they were travelling in
broke through the railing of
a flyover here and plunged
into a ditch, officials said.

The incident took place
near a village on the Pani-
pat-Khatima highway un-
der Chapar police station
limits when the group was
on their way to Haridwar
from Haryana's Gurugram,
they added.

The impact was severe,
leaving the car mangled,
police said.

CBI arrests
absconding kidnap
accused, files
chargesheet in Rs
23 crore cyber
fraud case

New Delhi, Apr 13: The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
on Monday arrested a fugitive
accused in a 2014 abduction
case, tracking him down in
Surat after years on the run.
The accused, Bhola Singh—
also known by aliases Gautam
Kumar and Amit Sharma—
was apprehended from his
hideout where he had been
living under a false identity.
The case, involving the abduc-
tion of two residents from
Kolkata, was handed over to
the CBI by a High Court.
Officials said Singh had been
absconding since 2015 and is
wanted in at least 11 cases reg-
istered by the Bihar Police,
including charges of kidnap-
ping, attempted murder, mur-
der, and possession of illegal
arms and explosives.

CM Sawant appeals to allies,
Oppn to back implementation
of Women’s Reservation Act

PANAJI: Goa Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant on
Sunday appealed to politi-
cal allies, opposition parties
and MPs to come together
for the implementation of
the Women’s Reservation
Act, calling it a crucial step
towards strengthening the
representation of women in
legislatures.

In a formal statement
ahead of the special sitting
of Parliament, Sawant de-
scribed the move as a "wa-
tershed moment" in the
country's democratic jour-
ney.

The Budget Session of
Parliament has been ex-
tended, and a special three-
day sitting of the House has
been convened on April 16.
The Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam will ensure an
increase in the number of
Lok Sabha seats to 816, of
which 273 will be reserved
for women.

The provision to provide
33 per cent reservation to
women in the Lok Sabha
and state assemblies was
brought by amending the
Constitution in 2023.

Sawant said the focus
has now shifted to imple-

menting the landmark leg-
islation enacted in 2023,
in line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision for
the greater participation of
women in governance.

"The progress of any so-
ciety is intrinsically linked
to the extent to which
women are empowered to
lead and shape decisions,"
Sawant said, stressing that
legislative bodies must re-
flect the excellence women
are already demonstrating
across sectors.

He said that the move
follows extensive consul-
tations with constitutional
experts and marks a deci-
sive step towards fulfilling a
long-pending national com-
mitment.

The issue transcends po-
litical differences, Sawant
said, calling for collective
action to demonstrate a
shared commitment to gen-
der equity for future gener-
ations.

He urged all stakehold-
ers to present a constructive
voice in favour of the initia-
tive, saying it would deepen
democratic  participation
and bring renewed energy
to governance.

Berger Paints launches ‘Garmi Gone,

Thandak On’ cooling range

New Delhi: As temperatures
continue to climb year after year,
staying cool is no longer just
about comfort, it is becoming a
daily challenge for millions of
households across India. Against
this backdrop, Berger Paints
India Ltd., the country’s second-
largest paint company and a
leader in protective coatings, has
introduced a more intuitive and
immersive way to tackle rising
heat through its Home Cooling
Paints Range. This is supported
by a nationwide campaign,
Garmi Gone, Thandak On’ ,
which promotes smarter and
more energy-efficient ways of
living,

Recognizing that a significant
amount of heat enters homes
through walls, roofs, and struc-
tural openings, Berger Paints’
Home Cooling range offers a
practical solution through inno-
vative products such as Berger
Anti Dustt Kool and Berger Roof
Kool & Seal , which are designed
to reduce heat absorption across
walls and rooftops. The range
also includes Berger Tank Kool ,
which addresses an often-over-
looked source of heat—black
synthetic water tanks that tend
to overheat during peak sum-
mers. Together, the range pro-
vides a holistic approach to low-
ering indoor temperatures at the
source.At the heart of the cam-
paign lies a simple but powerful
idea, smarter cooling must go
beyond air conditioning. By
addressing heat ingress at its
origin, Berger Paints is position-
ing its solutions as not only effec-
tive and accessible, but also as a
more sustainable alternative to
energy-intensive cooling meth-
ods. The solutions can help
reduce surface and ambient tem-
peratures by up to 10°C, making
them especially relevant for
heat-prone regions and cost-
conscious households.

Taking this commitment a
step further, Berger Paints is
extending its cooling solutions to

underserved ~ communities
through a partnership with
Smile Foundation. As part of this
initiative, the company will
undertake a school beautifica-
tion programme across 30 gov-
ernment schools in Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan. By
applying heat-reflective coatings
to school buildings, the initiative
aims to lower indoor tempera-
tures and create more comfort-
able, heat-resilient learning envi-
ronments, particularly critical
during peak summer months
when extreme heat can impact
attendance, concentration, and
overall student well-being.

The rollout will focus on some
of India’s most heat-affected
regions, aligning with the growing
urgency around climate adapta-
tion. As weather patterns contin-
ue to shift, Berger Paints’ Kool
range signals a broader transition
in how India approaches cooling
by moving from reactive solutions
to preventive ones. It is a step that
combines innovation with pur-
pose, helping households and
communities better cope with
increasingly harsh summers.Mr.
Abhijit Roy, MD & CEO of
Berger Paints India Limited,
said, “At Berger Paints, we have
always believed in staying ahead
of consumer needs, and as we
are known to launch industry
first innovative products.

, we understand the evolving
challenges households face in
heat-prone regions. With our
Home Cooling range, we are
looking at addressing heat
where it begins, rather than
where it is felt. Through ‘Garmi
Gone, Thandak On’ campaign,
we want to drive a larger behav-
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s kin Chandra Bose joins

TMC ahead of Bengal _Rolls

KOLKATA: Chandra Bose,
grandnephew of Subhas
Chandra Bose and a former
BJP leader, joined the Trin-
amool Congress on Sunday,
days ahead of the West Ben-
gal assembly elections.

Bose joined the ruling
party in the presence of
state minister Bratya Basu
and TMC MP Kirti Azad,
and alleged that the BJP
indulges in “divisive poli-
tics” and does not follow the
legendary freedom fighter’s
ideals. “It is not possible to
follow Netaji’s ideals while
being in the BJP,” Chandra
Bose asserted.

“Today, we are seeing
that the BJP indulges in di-

visive politics and spreads
communal hatred. We must
now fight to save India and
resist divisive politics,” he
said soon afte joining the
TMC.

Chandra Bose had joined
the BJP in 2016 and unsuc-
cessfully contested the as-
sembly polls that year from
Bhabanipur against Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

He later contested the
2019 Lok Sabha election
from Kolkata Dakshin, but
tasted defeat again.

His differences with the
BJP leadership had wid-
ened over time, and in Sep-
tember 2023, he announced
his resignation from the

party.

After quitting the saffron
party, Chandra Bose had on
multiple occasions praised
Banerjee for her stand on
several issues.

On March 27, he had de-
scribed his decision to join
the BJP as a “historic blun-
der”, in a social media post.

“If the objective of any
party is to create division
among voters to win elec-
tions, I cannot accept that,”
he had written.

Elections to the
294-member West Bengal
assembly will be held in
two phases - on April 23
and April 29. Votes will be
counted on May 4.

EC sets up dedicated helpline for West
Bengal voters ahead of polls

Kolkata, Apr 13: In a
move to ensure smooth
and peaceful elections,
the Election
Commission of India
has launched a dedicat-
ed toll-free helpline and
email service for voters
in West Bengal to
report any law-and-
order concerns direct-
ly.Apart from the exist-
ing nationwide helpline
(1950), a special num-
ber—18003450008—has
been introduced specif-
ically for the upcoming
West Bengal Assembly
elections. Voters can
also lodge complaints
via a dedicated email
ID set up for the pur-
pose.

Altum®
/™ Credo

the stipulated period.

ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED
REDG. OFFICE : Floor No 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Plot No 22, Sub Plot
No 3, CTS No. 15/1, Village Bhamurda, Wakdewadi, Shivaji Nagar,

Pune City, Maharashtra 411005

POSSESSION NOTICE [RULE 8(1)] (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Altum Credo Home Finance
Private Limited (hereinafter referred to as “ACHFL") under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and
in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, had issued a Demand Notice to the Borrower(s)/Co-
Borrower(s) as mentioned in the table below, calling upon them to repay the amount within

The Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) having failed to repay the dues within the prescribed time,
notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken Symbolic Possession of the secured asset(s) under Section 13(4) of the said Act
read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on the date mentioned in the table below.

The Borrower(s)/Secured Debtor(s) and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to
deal with the secured asset(s), and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of ACHFL for the amount mentioned in the Demand Notice.

The Borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured asset(s).

Sr. |Borrower / Co-Applicants / Loan No. NPA Date & 13(2) Notice &
No. Outstanding (%) | P ion Date
1. |Madhavan Palraj (Borrower) 29-Dec-2025 06-Jan-2026
Loan No.: 127202000012 ¥564,626 (Ason| 10-Apr-2026

05-Jan-2026) (Symbolic)

Property Discription:-Velan Nagar Phase I, Muthalipalayam Village, within the sub-
registration district of Thottipalayam. Boundaries: East: Plot No. 52, West: Plot No. 54,
North: 23 feet east-west layout road, South: Survey No. 404/2A1 part

Date: 13.04.2026
Place: Tamilnadu

Altum Credo Home Finance Private Limited

Sd/-, Authorized Officer

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Muthoot Homefin

Corporate Office: Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg, Near Ruparel

Borrowers respectively.

College, Dadar (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400 028

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under Securitisation And
Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said
Act, calling upon the following Borrower/s (the “said Borrower”), to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective
Demand Notice/s issued to them that are also given below.
In connection with above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower to pay to MHIL, within 60 days from
the publication of this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest at 2% p.m. as
detailed in the said Demand Notices, from the dates mentioned below till the date of payment and/or
realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said
Borrowers. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to MHIL by the said

No Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor/
’[ Loan Account No./Branch

Sr.|Name of the Borrower(s)/ | Total Outstanding| Date of
Dues (Rs.)

Demand
Notice

Description of secured asset
(immovable property)

1. |Ragupathi
Chinathimmarayan/
Chandhira Ragupathi/

Rupees Fourty
Lakh Seventy

HOS-HL-000241/ Three
Hosur Thousand Two
Hundred
Fourty Six
Only.

Rs.40,73,246/-|30-Mar-|Sy. No. 341 Dry.Ext.Hec.0.90.0 In This New Sub Division Sy. No.
341/91 Measuring An Extent of 80 Sq. Mtr of Land, Asst. Rs.
2.00 The Above Said Land Has Been Divided Into House Sites
And Layout Has Been Formed In Which Plot No. 91
Krishnagiri District, Krishnagiri Registration District,
Krishnagiri li Joint Sub Registration District, Krishnagiri Taluk,
Kattiganapalli Village. Property Is Bounded As Follows:- East:
Land Belongs To Mr. Amina Babu In The Natham Sy. No.
341/34, West: Common Way, North: Natham Sy. Nos. 341/73
& 341/74 South: Common Way

2026

provided under the Act.

Qate: April 14, 2026, Place: Krishnagiri

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MHIL as aforesaid, MHIL shall proceed against the above secured assets under
Section 13(4) of the Actand the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences.

The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale,
lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of MHIL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention
of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made thereunder, shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as

Sd/-Authorized Officer, Muthoot Homefin (India) Limitey

[0 ICICI Home Finance

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Corporate Office: ICICI Home Finance Company Limited ICICI HFC Tower, N\
Andheri - Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400059, India
Branch Office: Sri Brother Homes, First Floor, No.08, Gandhi Road, West Tambaram, Chennai- 600045

See proviso to rule 8(6)] Notice for sale of immovable assets

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Possession of which has
been taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd., will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is
whatis”, and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief particulars given hereunder;

Sr.[Name of Borrower(s)/| Details of the Amount [Reserve| Date and | Date & (One Day [SARFAESI
No| Co Borrowers/ Secured asset(s) Outsta-|_Price | Time of | Time of | Before Stage
Guarantors/ with known nding |Earnest| Property | Auction | Auction
Legal Heirs. encumbrances, Money finspection Date
Loan Account No. if any Deposit

(A) (B) (€ [(3)] (E) (F) (G) (H) ()]

1. |Mary Anitha Shop No. 03 Pondicherry | Rs. Rs. May May May | Symbolic
(Borrower) Sekar.  [Housing Board Padmini | 18,51, | 27,59, | 08, 2026 | 15, 2026 | 14, 2026 |Possession
(Co-Borrower) Nagar Villianur Revenue | 057/~ | 400~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before
Loan No. Village and Commune Rs No|  April [Rs. 2,75, To To 05:00 PM
LHPDY00001568907|191/1 Pt 191/1/A/1 Villianur|09, 2026| 940/~ |03:00 PM|03:00 PM

Puducherry 605110

Date: April 14, 2026
\Place: Puducherry

The online auction will be conducted on website (URL Link-https:/BidDeal.in) of our auction agency ValueTrust

Capital Services Private Limited. The Mortgagors/ notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further

interest till May 14, 2026 before 05:00 PM else these secured assets will be sold as per above schedule.

The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) RTGS/ Demand Draft (DD) (Refer

Column E) at ICICI Home Finance Company Limited Branch Office Address mentioned on top of the article on or

before May 14, 2026 before 04:00 PM. The Prospective Bidder(s) must also submit signed copy of Registration

Form & Bid Terms and Conditions form at ICICI Home Finance Company LimitedBranch Office Address mentioned

ontop of the article on or before May 14, 2026 before 05:00 PM. Earnest Money Deposit Demand Draft (DD) should

be from a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in favorof “ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd. — Auction”payable at the

branch office address mentioned on top of the article.

For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of

tenders, kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Company Limited on 9920807300.

The Authorized Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit https:/www.icicihfc.com/

Authorized Officer, “ICICI Home Finance Company Limited”,
CIN Number:- U65922MH1999PLC120106 /
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Tamil Nadu parties shower women with poll-time
doles, but no ticket in 46 Assembly seats

Rajasthan couple dies in fire accident
in Tamil Nadu’s Ranipet

CHENNAI: Women voters Incidentally, two reserved @ CHENNAI A massive fire

outnumber men in 214 of the 234
constituencies in Tamil Nadu,
and political parties have not
spared any effort to garner their
support, ranging from home
appliances to monthly doles -
one more than the other.
However, this care and atten-
tion do not seem to extend to
actual empowerment by ensur-
ing electoral representation, as
46 seats do not have a single
woman candidate in the fray.

According to data from the
Election Commission, of the
4,023 candidates contesting the
April 23 Assembly election,
3,579 are men, 443 are women,
and one candidate belongs to
the third gender, contesting
from Villivakkam.

Karur has the highest num-
ber of candidates overall and
also the highest number of male
contestants, at 73. In contrast,
Arani constituency has the
highest number of women can-
didates, 9, making it a rare
exception in an otherwise male-
dominated electoral landscape.

In all, 46 constituencies have
no women candidates, while 63
have only one woman candidate
each. Around 60 constituencies
have just two women candi-

dates. Some high-profile constit-
uencies have relatively better
representation.

Karur and Vriddhachalam,
where leaders including MR
Vijayabhaskar and Premalatha
Vijayakanth are contesting,
respectively, have five to six
women candidates each.

The DMK-led Secular
Progressive Alliance has nomi-
nated 25 women candidates,
including 19 by the DMK, 2 each
by the Congress and the VCK,
and 1 each by the CPM and

DMDK. The AIADMK-led
National Democratic Alliance
has fielded 28 women candi-
dates, including 20 by the
ATIADMK, 5 by the BJP, and 3 by
the PMK. Actor Vijay’s
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam has
fielded 23 women candidates. In
stark contrast is Seeman’s
Naam Tamilar Katchi, which
has 50 per cent women candi-
dates as its stated policy. This
time, the party has nominated
116 women candidates and one
trans woman.

constituencies, Madurantakam
(SC) and Dharapuram (SC), will
witness all-woman contests,
with the four main fronts field-
ing women candidates.

The absence of women candi-
dates spans several constituen-
cies across the State, including
Gummidipoondi, Tiruttani,
Tiruvallur, Harbour, and
Virugambakkam in and around
the State capital. In Madurai,
none of the four seats - East,
West, North, Central - has
woman candidates.

The other such seats are
Tiruporur, Sholingur,
Anaikattu, Veppanahalli,
Hosur, Thalli, Kilpennathur,
Cheyyar, Gingee, Tindivanam,
Tirukkoyilur, Omalur, Salem
(West), Gudalur, Palladam,
Coimbatore (South), Pollachi,
Oddanchatram, Srirangam,
Tiruchy (East), Neyveli,
Chidambaram,
Kattumannarkoil, Vedaranyam,

Mannargudi, Thanjavur,
Orathanadu, Pattukkottai,
Alangudi, Virudhunagar,

Aruppukkottai,
Ramanathapuram,
Srivaikuntam,
Ambasamudram,
Palayamkottai and Killiyoor.

that broke outata Mahaveer
Ice Cream shop in Tamil
Nadu’s Arcot claimed the
lives of a couple from
Rajasthan, officials said.
The deceased have been
identified as Pavan Lal and
his wife Sundari, who were
found in a severely burnt
condition. According to
reports, a fire broke out at
the shop, prompting the
Arcot Fire and Rescue
Services personnel to rush
to the scene.

They managed to douse the

blaze and rescued two ind

viduals trapped inside the
shop. Both the victims were
immediately taken to the
Arcot Government Hospital
for treatment. However,
despite medical efforts, the
doctors announced that

i R
both succumbed to their
injuries.The Arcot Town
Police have registered a
case and initiated an inves-
tigation into the incident.
The cause of the fire is yet to
be known. An investigation
is underway.

Egg procurement price rises to
480 paise in Namakkal

CHENNALI: The egg procurement price
in Namakkal zone has been increased by 25
paise to 480 paise following a decision
taken at a National Egg Coordination
Committee (NECC) meeting held recent-
ly, said a Daily Thanthi report. Namakkal
region, one of Tamil Nadu’s key poultry
hubs, has over 1,100 poultry farms with
around 4 crore layer hens. The region pro-
duces nearly 3 crore eggs daily, playing a
significant role in meeting both domestic
and export demand.

eggs were exported daily to Gulf countries
such as Dubai, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and
Bahrain, as well as markets in Africa and

The price rise comes after a period of
sharp decline that caused concern among
poultry farmers. Recently, egg prices
dropped by 40 paise within three days, add-
ing to financial stress. The broader
Namakkal belt has over 1,200 farms and
around 8 crore laying hens, producing near-

Europe. Hoever, export demand weakened
due to ongoing global conflicts, leading to a
fall in procurement prices. For over 20
days, prices remained below Rs 4.50 per
egg, with traders purchasing at an addi-
tional discount of around 30 paise.

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Corporate Office: Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg, Near Ruparel
College, Dadar (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400 028

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under Securitisation And
Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said
Act, calling upon the following Borrower/s (the “said Borrower”), to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective
Demand Notice/s issued to them that are also given below.

In connection with above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower to pay to MHIL, within 60 days from
the publication of this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest at 2% p.m. as
detailed in the said Demand Notices, from the dates mentioned below till the date of payment and/or
realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said
Borrowers. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to MHIL by the said
Borrowers respectively.

CPM leader cites
Union Finance
Ministry letter in

Muthoot Homefin

MSP bonus row r

Regional Office: Netaji Marg, Nr. Mithakhali Six Roads,

‘ Egrr]‘ghan Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-6. Phone: +91-79-26421671-75
SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorized Officer issued demand notice to the borrower(s)
on the date mentioned against the account stated hereinafter calling upon them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of said notice. The

CHENNALI Joining the ongo-
ing exchange between Chief
Minister MK Stalin and Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman over the issue of

" — sps P borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular the borrower(s) that the undersigned has taken the
Sr. g:_'g:rg“t,zﬁgfg:x;t(gy Total;l(j):sts(t::()ilng D[)ear:‘eagg Des(‘i:;:':':fv';gr:::;;‘:&isa addltlonal ]Z?OI]US on minimum symbolic possession of the property described herein below under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against the
No. Loan Account No./Branch - Notice support price for paddy and account. The borrower(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to
1. |Subbiah E/ Muthu Rs. 30-Mar-| All That Piece And Parcel of Land Situated In Palayamkottai wheat, Communist Party of the c‘harge of the Bank_ for the amou_nts, int‘erest, costs and charges thereon. The borrowers'/mortgagors' attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of
Lakshmi S/ TIL-HL- 16,65,160/- | 2026 |Registration District, Melapalayam Sro, Palayamkottai Taluk, India (Marxist) State secretary Section 13 of the Act, inrespect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
000265/ Tiruneiveli Six?ggﬁf;kh l(\)ﬂtl;]r;r;eseljl;?lzcagn\glﬁag\/eé ?3':3 2/:\(/: y:éearfeléalr: t?)Ic})ﬂrz)gu \SI?Ir:tghP'Il'gtes P Shanmugam on Mond ay Name of borrower(s),| Description of the property mortgaged (Secured Asset) Date of Date of Symbolic [ O/s Amount as
. - . a ) T Guarantor & Loan Demand Possession on date
_?thy F'V‘; ﬁnddN[\ijd As Kgdetesvwa:aﬁ Ntahgar |2\4th2 Plct)r1 No.SS'%1 With cited official Correspondence Account No. Notice Notice of Demand Notice
ousan and Measuring East West Northern Side & Southern Side R o " " — " - " — "
One Hundred 10.25 Mt And South North Eastern Side & Western Side 5 Mt to counter the Union Minister’s Mr. M. Periasamy All The IPlesce Ahnd.Pa!;ceI Of Lar?d An‘d Bm!dln_g At Tlllru%l_JrSRzglstrz?tlon _Dlstn_ct ) Jan;ag/ April 08,2026 Rs.28,75,477.13
Sixty Only. In Total 551.655 Sq Ft Equal To 51.25 Sq Mt Equal To 1.27 Cent remarks. S/O Mr. Muruge:sh Present.y outhcoim atorfe Reqmtranon Dlstnct', Pollachi Sub Registration District, 15,2026
Land. Bounded By: North- Plot No 53, South- Plot No. 51, East- Mrs. Maheswari Pollac-hl Taluk, Devampadi, Majeera Devampadi Valasu, Rural Natham No. 334 B,
7.20 Mt South North Road, West- Plot No. 63 Centre releases letter, FM W/O Murugesh Manaivari Patta No. 483 (New Survey No. 536/4), Extent As Per Patta 155 Sq. Mt
3 3 And As Per Sale Deed No. 129/2003 164.5 Sq.Mts. Plot Total Extent Of 1772
2. |V Senthilkumar/ S Rs. 30-Mar-| All The Piece And Parcel of Land Measuring An Extent of 1811 Nirmala rebuts Stalin as row Mr. Santhosh nd As Fer sale Deed o ! a-Mits. Mot 1ota’ Exten
? . P . . . . Kumar S/0 Sq.Ft. With All Easements Owned By Mr. M. Periasamy, S/O Mr. Murugesh & Mr.
Chitra/ SAL-NHL- 25,00,276/- 2026 |1/4 Sq. Feet Together With Building Constructed Thereon, over paddy incentives intensi- M h Santhosh Kumar S/0 Murugesh And Same Bounded As Under:
000231/ Salem Rupees Comprised In As Old Survey No: 39/3 And 39/4F As Patta No: . uruges’ - :
Twenty Five 9061 As New Survey No: 39/3A2 And 39/4F2, Narasingapuram fies 90001111132536 | North: House Belongs To Muthusamy Chettiyar, East: North South Street, West:
Lakh Two Village, Attur Taluk, Salem District, Tamil Nadu, Beingbounded P Shanmugam said Nirmala North South Street, South: House Belongs To Kandasamy Gounder
Hundred_ On The North of: Property Belongs To Duraisamy South of: Sitharaman’s claim that the Mr. S. Rajasekar, ALL THE PIECE AND PARCEL OF Land And Building At Coimbatore South January April 08,2026 |Rs.32,32,963.04
Seventy Six Property Belongs To Sellamuthu East of Common Pathway ’ S/0 G. Registration District, Pollachi Sub Registration District, Pollachi Taluk, 15,2026
Only. West of: Property Belongs To Gangamuthu Vagaiyara Within Centre had not barred incen- | sHanmucam Jaminkondampatti Village, 395 N. Patta, Survey No. 153/1, 1.62.0 Ht In That 4
The Above Boundaries Are Measuring East-West North Side tive bonuses for paddy pro- Mr. G Full Are, Survey NO. 153/3 Extent Of 1.41.0 In That 3.48 Full Are, In Total 3.03.0
77 Feet South Side 80 1/2 Feet North-South East Side 24 Feet P ! y P Sh' nn’] m. S/O He Th' ©7.48 A .L 4 Divided In H . .PI is As P . Order Of T' inad T.& C
West Side 22 Feet Totally 1811 1/4 Sq. Feet of Land In Full And curement was contradicted by G 2 ugda_ b n that /.56 Are Land Divided In House Flots As Fer Urder OT lamiinadu 1 &
With All Pathway Rights And Easement Rights Annexed Thereto a letter issued by the Mnanspa; '; am .PrI:nn:::g ?\luéhcglstm‘/ﬁeEOrder g?zgiglégi‘r’ IAn_(:hNaSm_e: Ff;S EAurI S;_I(\j/a;zuzrz:r;\ 5In
s. S. Pradeepa, at Plot NO. ith Extent q.Ft In The Said Plot Easter Side .
3. |Sakthivel P/ Rs. 6,62,666/- |30-Mar- | Trichy District, Ariyalur Registration District, Lalgudi Sub : D/O G. Shanmugam | Sq.Ft Plot With All Fixt A Aminities And E ts. This P ty Fall
Vasanthara Rupees Six | 2026 |Registration District, Lalgudi Taluk And Situated In Neikuppai Department of E);pendlture, 9001218725857 Undar Survey Number 1 ;essh ATATATA As Por Patta No. 869, Owned By Mr. 5.
Kandasamy/ Lakh Sixty South Village And Comprised In Ayan Punja Sy.n0.91/9N1C Union Finance Ministry, to the Y ' : v M S,
P : . . . . ) 4 RAJASEKAR, S/O G. SHANMUGAM, Mr. G. Shanmugam, S/O Gnanpanditham &
Panaiyadiyan N/ Saroja Two Having An Extent of Hec 0.04.5 Ares Equivalent To Acre 0.11 Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary on
P/ TIR-HL-000141/ Thousand Six Cents And Out of It An Extent of Acre 0.03% Cents Equivalent y Ms. S. Pradeepa, D/O G. Shanmugam And Same Bounded As Under:
Tiruchirapalli Hundred Sixty To 1526 Sq.ft. Land With Building To Be Constructed Thereon January 9, 2026. North:23 Ft Layout Road, East: Shop Site, West:Remaining Plot No 55, South:
Six Only. Situated Within The Following Four Boundaries:- East of: Plot H : 153/2 PAP Water Lane
: e said he had shared the
Belonged To Sundharam, West of: Plot Belonged To Kaveri, : Mr. A. VADIVEL, | ALL THE PIECE AND PARCEL OF land and builidng at coimbatore Registration January April 08, 2026 | Rs.50,96,046.27
North of: East-West Street, South of: Plot Belonged To letter in a post on X to substan- S/o A District. Pollachi Sub Registration District. Pollachi Taluk. maki ot il 5 2096
Valliyammai Within These Four Boundaries Having An Extent tiate his contention that the 0 Arumugam istrict, Pollachi Sub Registration Wistrict, Foflachi Taluk, makinampatti vilage, !
of Acre 0.03% Cents Equivalent To 1526 Sq.ft. or 141.76 Sq.mts. ; e - Mrs. M. Amudha Survey no 119/1A Dry land 2.11 Arf-: pre§ent patta No.1006, Survey No. 119/1A1.,
Land With Usual Pathway And All Rights Realting Thereto Centre’s position effectively 90001109237018 | Extent about 0.85.50 Acre, was divided in plots as per approval TN Country Planning
: Authorit 1522/2022 and d as Sri Balaji N , in that plot 8,.0 d
If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MHIL as aforesaid, MHIL shall proceed against the above secured assets under constrained State govern- utnority no and named as Sri Batajl Tagar, In tha p.o ne K wne
A " . . c . . by Mr. A. VADIVEL, S/o Arumugam and same bounded as under: North :Plot no 7,
Section 13(4) of the Actand the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences. ments from announcing addi- East: S 119/1A3. West : PI 9. South : 7.2 E Road
The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale, ast : Survey no /1A3, West : Plot no 9, South : 7.2 meter East west Roa

tional bonuses over and above
the minimum support price.
Stalin's paddy incentive
charge politically driven,
slams Nirmala
Questioning the Union
Minister’s remarks, he said it

lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of MHIL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention
of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made thereunder, shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as
provided under the Act.

Date: April 14, 2026,

Qlace: Tiruneiveli, Salem, Tiruchirapalli

Authorised Officer
Bandhan Bank Limited)

Place: Tamilnadu
@ate: April 14, 2026

Sd/-Authorized Officer,
Muthoot Homefin (India) Limitey

KARVY |lIEE

Corporate Office: M/s. Karvy Financial Services Limited, Unit No 6 & 7, Andheri Industrial Estate,

3 BAJAJ FINANCE LIMITED was inappropriate for a person Off Veera Desai Road, Next to ABB Co. Ltd. Andheri (West), Mumbai - 400053
EE e Corporate Office: Bajaj Finance Limited, 3 Floor, Bajaj Finserv, Panchshil Tech Park, Viman Nagar, Pune - 411014, holding such a high office to Auction Place At: No:51C, Loco 2nd Cross street, Loco scheme, Chennai - 600082
BAJAJ Branch Office: Ba], ,ak Nager, Theni main road, Kalavasal, Madurai-625016. make statements that were Contact Person - G RAMBABU Mobile :9840562162/9849284477
FEUsotasf NN IILE inconsistent with official com-
Under Section 13(4) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 r/w Rule 8(1) of the munication PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALE UNDER PRIVATE TREATY
Security Interest (Enf ) Rules 2002.(Appendix V) g SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSESTS BY WAY OF PRIVATE TREATY UNDER THE SECURITIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL

Centre asked us to consider
discontinuing bonus for paddy:
TN CM; Sitharaman hits back

He reiterated that the Centre
had failed to ensure a remu-
nerative price for paddy and
said that, at the very least, it

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bajaj Finance Limited (BFL), under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, due to non-payment of monthly dues, which remained outstanding for a period over 91 days, thereby classifying the Loan Accounts as Non-
performing assets(NPA) on 31-July-2025, had issued a Demand Notice to Borrower/ Mortgagor/ Guarantor mentioned herein below to repay the amounts
mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower/ Mortgagor/ Guarantor having failed to repay the demanded amounts, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/ Mortgagor/ Guarantors and the
public in general that the undersigned on behalf of of Bajaj Finance Limited (BFL), has taken possession of the properties further described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules. The Borrower/ Mortgagor/ Guarantors in particular and the
publicin general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the below said immovable property(ies) and any dealings with the said property(ies) will be subject to the
First Charge of Bajaj Finance Limited for the amount(s) as mentioned herein above along with further interest and charges accrued thereon.

ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT 2002 READ WITH PROVISIONS TO RULES 8(6) & 9(1) UNDER SECURITY INTEREST
(ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.)

In exercise of powers conferred under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and pursuant to the possession of the secured assets of the borrower(s)/ mortgagors mentioned hereunder, the
public and all concerned including the concerned borrowers/mortgagors, their legal heirs/ representatives, as the case may be are hereby informed that
offers are invited by the Karvy Financial Services Ltd for purchase of the properties listed below.

Whereas the authorized officer of the Karvy Financial Services Ltd has decided to sell the property described herein below on “AS IS WHERE IS
BASIS” AND “AS IS WHAT IT IS BASIS” AND “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” BY WAY OF PRIVATE TREATY under rules 8 & 9 of the said Act,

Name of the Branch, Loan Agresment Numbers B ey — should not prevent St.ate gov- Name Of Borrower Private | Demand Description of the Reserve Earnest Money ; Total Dues as Per
and Borrower(s)/mortgagor(s)! Guarantor(s) Asset (Immovable Property) Date and Amount ernments from extending addi- Tﬁ“’ Noslze Dalei Immovable property Price (RP) De'lgwg;t 8(¢EEI\:IVIDD) f,": % (ADema1n2d #:lz'f]; 6
. . tional financial support to atemEandiimaun J ALoR i{ns AT 01
BRANCH : SALEM LAN : P459PLA11968831 | Schedule of Properties:All that is the part and parcel of 06-Feb-2026 10-Apr-2026 farmers.He added t%];;t an Loan Account No. 538580 | 29th 9th March, | All That Piece And Parcel of land at Sno 54/1,54/2, | Rs.1990000/- Rs.1,99,000/- Rs.10265295/-
Dated 27-April-2024 g"’Pe"v Nr- 1S='F:O Ssa'elm ?'?L'C;{z hSa'em WesF} dF:]D» Rs. 3,01,22,666/- : Y 1, V POOLOGAPANDIYAN. | April 2021&  |Flat No 5, 1st Floor, Aiswariya Apartment, Door| ( Rupees (Rupees One | (Rupees One Crore
Bortower(s)mortgagors)/ Guarantor(s): | Ge0"Teheaen S0, P eCk Fatgapn Fuchr | Rupess Thee attempt to obscure facts would 2. P KOMATHI 2026 Rs.  |No. 41-B/34-B, Plot No 33A, State Bank colony,| Nineteen | Lakh Ninety Nine | Two Lakhs Sixty
:{-E\gXégéﬁ::§;$lﬁgsp(:82;ré¥éR ot damomi s b e [ ” e eventually be exposed. 49,13,467/- | 1st Cross street, Nanganallur, Chennai — 600061, | Lakhs Ninety | Thousand Only) and |  Five Thousand
VIVEK B, 153/349, MARGABANDHU rights is situated within the following boundaries are; Southof | Thousand Six Thalakqnachgri Village comprising an UDS of 200 Thousand 28th April 2026 Tvyo Hunldred and
STREET, NAGAMMAL THOTTAM, -Remaining property of the vendor, West of - Sivalingam gift| Hundred and Sixty 8 CYIEVRY T AV Sqft. with Built up area of 850 Sqft and Carpet area Only) Ninety Five Only)
CHINNAPUDUR, SALEN-636007. setlementpropetNothof -5 eastwestcommonroad | i Ony) EASTERN RAILWAY of 624 Sqft at Sub Registrar office — Alandhur
2. VIVEK B (Co-Borrower-1), 153/349, -astof Remaining property of the vendor East west nol Open Tender Notice No. : TRD-WC-T-
MARGABANDHU STREET, NAGAMMAL s!de 41 feet, East west south _S|de 41feet, North south east 2026-27-02. date 10.04.2026. E-Tenders . . . . W o » o
THOTTAM, CHINNAPUDUR, SALEM-636007, | Side 60 feet, North south west side 60 feet nal=04 HE020. ! 1. Theintending bidders should be present in person for the Private Treaty and participate personally and give a declaration in writing to the effect that he/she is bidding
3. AMUTHA B (Co-Borrower-2), 153, Total Area Extent Measuring of 2460 Square feet. are invited by Sr. Divisional Electrical for himself/herself.
g:fé#%‘ag‘om‘”v CHINNAPUDUR, ﬂ'ﬁgf;;;tgzlzfn"&ggigf 'chll:r;':vrgsfgg Ns%;amangalam Engineer/ TRD, Eastern Railway, Asansol 2. The intending bidders may obtain the Tender Forms from No:51C, Loco 2nd Cross street, Loco scheme, Chennai - 600082
4. BALASUBRAMANIAN A (Co-Borrower-3) | SRO, Salem Taluk, Azhagapuram Pudhur Village, ward C, Division, Station Road, Asansol, Pin- 3. The intending bidders should submit their bids only in the tender form prescribed in sealed envelopes addressed to the Authorised Officer, M/s. Karvy Financial
153, NAGAMMAL THOTTAM, Block No.6 T.S.No.137 as per sub division ward K, Block 713301 for the following works from Services Limited, together with a Pay Order/Demand Draft for an EMD of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favour of “Karvy Financial Service Limited” on or before
CHINNAPUDUR, SALEM-636007. Nob, T.S.No.52/1 as per present ward K, Block No.6 required tenderers having valid Electric 6p.m of Private Treaty sale hereby notified. The Demand Draft will be returned to unsuccessful bidders
T.8.No.52/1 in this for an area extent measuring 1074 % ) ) ) s s . i § 3 5 W
Square feet of land and all other easement rights is situated contractor license and Supervisory license 4. For document verifications, intending purchaser may visit: No:51C, Loco 2nd Cross street, Loco scheme, Chennai - 6000825.The Property/ies is sold on “AS-
within the following boundaries are;South of - 20 feet east and capable to complete the following work IS-WHERE-IS” AND “AS-IS-WHAT-IS” AND “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” BY WAY OF PRIVATE TREATY.
west common road,West of -Sivalingam property, North of - financially : Tender Case No. : TRD-WC- 6. The Sealed Tenders will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders by 3p.m of Private Treaty Sale hereby notified. Though in general the same will be by way
2nid temproperty Eastof- Rajgqoundefpropery T-2026-27-02. Name of the work : The of closed tenders, the Authorized Officer may, at his sole discretion, conduct an Private treaty among the interested bidders who desire to Quote a bid higher than
Eas'wes‘”o’“‘ side 24'6 eet, Eastwest south side 246 feet, ) ) o the one received in the closed tender process, and in such an event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making highest bid. The sale, however, is subject to
orth south east side 42'0 feet, North south west side 45'9 following TRD works: Asansol Division: - : 5 ; 5 s
feetArea Extent Measuring of 1074 % Square feet. Repl ¢ of tv/d p confirmation of M/s. Karvy Financial Services Limited.
Allthatis the part and parcel of Property no. 2 eplacement of rusty/damage . 7. The successful bidder shall have to pay/ deposit twenty five per cent (25%) (inclusive of EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on the same day or not later
2 item:In Salem District, Salem west RD, Sooramangalam structure/track bonds. Tender Value : than next working day on completion of sale and the balance amount of seventy five per cent (75%) within 15 days from the date of confirmation of Sale, failing
glRok zalzmT?Hkv@hagapurambpgdhl{r Vlllaggygvagli Ck % 1,42,77,258.65. Earnest Money: which the initial deposit of 25% shall be forfeited. At any cost it shall not be refunded. The property shall forthwith be put up again and resold, after the issue of
ock No.6 T.5.No.137 as per sub division ward K, Bloc ¥ 2,85,500/-. Date and time of opening: fresh proclamation of sale.
No.6, T.S.No.52/3 as per present ward K, Block No.6 . i . . . . " " 5 " —_ .
T.S.N0.52/3 in this for aﬁarezrextem xeasuring 82 Square 18.05.2026 at 15.00 hrs. Completion 8. The Sale Certificate will be issued by the Authorized Officer in favor of the successful purchaser only after receipt of the entire Sale consideration within the time
feetofland and all other easementrights is stuated within the period for the work : 06 (Six) months from limit stipulated herein.
fF‘;”_OW'”g db°“”da”§5 v\?’eis?““;x Oft'h PrOPer!yn Nﬁﬂ tha”(: the date of issue of letter of acceptance. 9. The Successful purchaser shall bear the charges/fees payable for conveyance, such as stamp duty, Registration Fee etc., as applicable under law.
[ :‘ni%ﬁ;"pfgg’gﬁﬁaﬁtO?S_ch;mefgmfje§;°£§Sﬁwes‘;'n°,fh Validity of offers for the work: 60 days 10. The Successful bidder should pay the statutory dues (lawful house tax, Electricity Charges and other Dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government, Government
side 41 feet, East west south side 41 feet, North south east from the date of opening. Complete details undertaking and Local bodies.
side 2 feet, fNortsh south west side 2 feet Area Extent can be seen in the Railway's website 11. The Authorized Officer has absolute right to accept or reject Tender or Bid any or all the offers and adjourn/postpone/cancel the Private Treaty without assigning any
Measuring of 82 Square feet. i i reason thereof and also modify any terms and conditions of the sale without assigning any reason thereof and also to modify any terms and conditions of the sale
Total Area Extent of Property No. 1 and 2 Measuring www.ireps.gov.in  (ASN-17/2026-27) without anv prior notice. fyany gning any fy any
1156 % Square feet Tender Notice is also available at websites : VP *
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in Sd/-
;Latce‘?ﬁ’x-?i‘l" _— weriiis Saja) Frarnse Limibed Follow us at : B @EasternRailway Place : Chennai Authorized Officer
AP Authorized Officer i @easternrailwayheadquarter Date : 13.04.2026 KARVY FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
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EDITORIAL

lamil Nadu's Gen Z Turn May
Be Here, Thanks To Vijay

Soon after he filed his nomination from Perambur in north Chennai, 'Thalapathy' Vijay
was clear about the section of the electorate that would help him change his designa-
tion from candidate to MLA - the Gen Z voter. "Gen Z, vote for the whistle symbol. Give
me a chance. It must be a whistle revolution," he exhorted the crowd to 'whistle podu'
(blow the whistle) on April 23.

The 2026 Tamil Nadu assembly election is different not just for the presence of Vijay
and his Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (T'VK) as the X-factor. The manner in which the
party has approached this election has made age an important dynamic in a state
whose presiding deities at election time have always been caste and cash.

Does the use of the term 'Gen Z' matter when all leaders address the youth in general?
Yes, because by using the English term 'Gen Z' in a Tamil speech, Vijay is doing a lin-
guistic handshake with the digital native. What is conveyed is that he understands
their lingo, their world of algorithms and digital trends better than the leaders of the
DMK and ATADMK, who are stuck in an analogue era in the times of 5G. In a state with
a tech-savvy population, this distinction matters.

From an electoral point of view as well, this distinction, though exclusionary in nature,
makes political sense. Vijay is doing targeted campaigning, trying to maximise the per-
centage of votes that come from the under-40 demographic. With 2.2 crore out of the 5.6
crore total voters, in percentage terms, the under-40 segment translates to roughly 40
per cent of the total electorate. Usually, the male elders in the family dictate the elec-
toral choice of the younger ones and the women. But this time, Vijay, by appealing
directly to the first-time voters, the Gen-Z and the women, is validating their distinct
identity. Thus, the 2026 election, by making age a critical marker, is making the
younger lot active participants in the democratic process, contrary to the disdain with
which the youth usually look at politicians and politics. The expectation is that this lot
would be enthused enough to cast their vote and feel empowered. Not only that, com-
municating with this generation means the message gets amplified as the shareability
quotient over different forms of social media is very high. Hence, doing politics over
reels makes more sense than over wall posters. It is important to note that Vijay is not
just appealing to the younger lot; he has also presented them with choices they can
relate to. A significant number of candidates are under 40, most of them first-time con-
testants. This shift is something the Dravidian parties have not been able to make in
substantial numbers. Both the DMK and AIADMK have far too many well-entrenched
district strongmen who cannot be displaced by the leadership. Like minister Durai
Murugan, who is the oldest in the fray at 87. Among the exceptions are DMK's candi-
date in Avanashi constituency, 28-year-old Dr Gokilamani. This move to woo the
younger electorate by presenting them with fresh faces as candidates is a leaf out of NT
Rama Rao's book in Andhra Pradesh in 1983, when 150 out of the 294 candidates that
the actor-turned-politician fielded were first-time contestants. A majority of them were
an educated lot - lawyers, doctors, teachers, engineers - and that gave hope of a new
future in the Telugu state. That template of risky disruptors is being replicated in
Tamil Nadu now. But while the 'Catch them Young' is a commendable move, will the
age factor succeed in being caste-neutral and cash-neutral? Will a 20-year-old brought
up with the casteist pride of being a Vanniyar, a Gounder or a Thevar, connect with a
system update that promises dignity through 21st-century employment opportunities?
That is the challenge for parties like the TVK, and unless they address this regularly
on the campaign trail, they will not succeed in making aspirational identity trump
caste identity. For the age factor to play a decisive role, the under-40 electorate has to
look beyond the boundaries of a Theni, a Karur, a Cuddalore, and think about partici-
pation in a global economy. They have to choose between managers of the existing
caste system and disruptors of the same system.
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Why World's Most Powerful Man Has Failed
To Stop Netanyahu From Razing Lebanon

The failure of the Iran-US talks in
Islamabad has sparked fears of a
resumption of war after Trump's
announcement that the US will
blockade the Strait of Hormuz. But
for Israel's Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, such an out-
come appears to be an answer to his
prayers - and even to his efforts. The
talks, following Trump's unilateral
announcement of a two-week cease-
fire last week, were not part of the
script Netanyahu thought he had
drafted with the American presi-
dent. That decision left the Israeli
leader isolated and even angry. He
wanted to continue the war until his
objectives were achieved.
Netanyahu reluctantly halted
airstrikes on Iran after the ceasefire
announcement, but within hours, he
dramatically escalated attacks on
Iran's proxy, Hezbollah, in Lebanon.
In just 10 minutes, Israeli jets
bombed 100 targets across the coun-
try, Kkilling more than 300 people,
many of them civilians. He insisted
that Lebanon was not part of the
two-week truce, despite Iran and
Pakistan saying it was - although US
officials backed Netanyahu's claim.
Nevertheless, Israel's action jeopar-
dised the ceasefire's future.

Israel continued its attacks in
Lebanon even when the Iranian and
US teams were meeting in Pakistan,
despite Trump asking Netanyahu to
scale back the military operation. It
remains unclear whether
Netanyahu was defying the
American president or acting with
his blessing to pressure Tehran.
Either way, the result hardened
Iran's position. Tehran kept the
Strait of Hormuz closed to oil
tankers, in violation of the ceasefire
terms.

Netanyahu's Dilemma

Trump's decision to hold ceasefire
talks with Iran caught Netanyahu
off guard. He was, clearly, unhappy
and unprepared. Iran's resilience
during the 40-day conflict and its use
of the Strait of Hormuz as a choke-
point for shipping in the Gulf forced
Trump to seek a ceasefire with

Tehran, as the war was proving too
costly for him, both politically and
economically. Saturday's 21-hour
talks in Pakistan, which even
included a face-to-face meeting
between Iran and the US for the first
time in almost half a century, must
have alarmed Netanyahu. He feared
that Trump might concede too much
to Iran to secure a deal at a meeting
where Israel was not even invited.
Israel doesn't care about the Strait of
Hormuz. It is more concerned about
a bolder, angrier and more radical
Islamic regime still in possession of
over 400 kilograms of 60% enriched
uranium, which Israeli officials
have said is enough to make 11
nuclear bombs. Iran is also believed
to have more than 1,000 missiles
capable of reaching Israel, along
with a large number of missile
launchers. Iran has lost about 5,000
of its fighters during the current
war, according to the Israeli mili-
tary. That is a small fraction of its
regular army and IRGC fighters. So,
Netanyahu was relieved that the US
ended the Pakistan talks without a
deal, mainly because of disagree-
ment over Iran's nuclear pro-

gramme.
In a televised address on Saturday,
Netanyahu told Israelis that the war
in Iran was not over. He has not con-
cealed his wish to continue the con-
flict until the Islamic regime is top-
pled. At the very least, he wants the
military action to continue for a
while longer to further degrade
Iran's military and economic capa-
bilities. His decision to escalate in
Lebanon was clearly an attempt to
make it harder for Tehran to main-
tain the ceasefire - which he was
even successful at, with the Iranians
repeatedly saying that they were
unable to trust the US.

Why Lebanon?

Following pressure from Trump,
Netanyahu announced on Thursday
that his government will hold talks
with Lebanon's government. The
talks, long demanded by Lebanon,
are set to take place in Washington
on Tuesday. However, they are
unlikely to resolve the issue of
Hezbollah, which remains a major
threat to Israel despite multiple mil-
itary campaigns against it. The Iran-
backed group has long functioned as

a shadow army inside Lebanon,
defying the government in Beirut.
Successive Lebanese governments
have been unable to disarm it
despite Israeli demands.

The group emerged after Israel's
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and its
two-decade occupation of the south-
ern region. It's been popular with
Lebanon's Shia population for its
armed resistance against Israel.
Hezbollah also joined Hamas in the
Gaza war following the 2023 attack
on Israel and launched hundreds of
missiles at the Jewish state. In
response, Israel invaded Lebanon,
killing Hezbollah's top leader
Hassan Nasrallah, hundreds of its
fighters and thousands of civilians.
It also destroyed most of its vast
arsenal of missiles and drones,
along with a large part of Lebanon's
civilian infrastructure and homes.
But Hezbollah quickly rebuilt part
of its military arsenal and recruited
new fighters. When Israel and the
US attacked Iran six weeks ago,
Hezbollah launched a barrage of
missiles at Israel, opening a new
front in the war. Israel was prepared
and responded with airstrikes,
bombing Hezbollah targets. Over
the past six weeks, the war has
taken more than 2,000 lives in
Lebanon and left one million people
- roughly a fifth of its population -
homeless. Hezbollah has also killed
11 Israelis during this period, nearly
as many as were killed by missiles
launched from Iran.

Iran's Influence

Israel's actions have also targeted
Hezbollah supporters in Lebanon,
who are Shia Muslims, like those in
Iran. Last month, the Israeli mili-
tary launched a ground operation
in southern Lebanon with a warn-
ing from the Defence Minister,
Israel Katz, that he would not allow
the return of people to the country's
south until the safety of Israelis is
guaranteed. Other Israeli politi-
cians have hinted that they want to
extend the operation, which could
lead to another occupation of south-
ern Lebanon.

Islamic NATO Or Europe - Is Gulf Rethinking

Almost two hours before US
President Donald Trump's
deadline to 'end the whole of
civilisation' through massive
bombings on the night of
April 7, his post on Truth
Social announced a two-
week-long ceasefire bro-
kered by Pakistan's Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
the army chief Field Marshal
Asim Munir. Speculations
were divided: many doubted
Iran would act on Trump's
threats, while a significant
number believed a strike
against Iran's energy infra-
structure was imminent.
The security landscape in
the Gulf has been perma-
nently altered by the cease-
fire, which now hangs in
limbo as talks between US
and Iran held in Islamabad
collapsed. The escalation
from the US, Iranian retalia-
tion, and Europe's limits
have reshaped Gulf security
in ways Washington did not
anticipate. Every major war
in West Asia has reshaped
the region's power politics,
with global implications.
After the 1948 Arab-Israeli
war, the Jewish state
emerged victorious with
more territory under its con-
trol than it had before it.
Similarly, the 1956 Suez cri-
sis ended the global influ-
ence of Britain and France,
the two major colonial
empires. The 1967 Six-Day
War reestablished Israel's
military dominance and laid
the groundwork for the pres-
ent-day Gaza crisis. In 1973,
the Yom Kippur War caused
amajor oil crisis after Saudi-
led oil-producing countries
refused to sell to the US over
its support for Israel. The
aftermath of the war saw the
emergence of the petro-dollar
system and the start of the
US-Saudi military partner-
ship in exchange for the
trade of oil in dollars. The
Gulf wars of 1991 and 2003
weakened and later led to the
removal of Saddam Hussein
from power, making Iran the
sole rival to Saudi Arabia in
the region. Similarly, the
2026 Iran-US war has turned

the region increasingly vul-
nerable, has left its energy

infrastructure more
exposed, made Iran weaker,
and forced the Gulf to
rethink its security partner-
ship with the US. Gulf
Disillusioned? The US and
Israel have had strong ties
for over eight decades. The
Arab world witnessed a thaw
in its relations with the
Americans, especially with
the emergence of the petro-
dollar trading system, which
further  increased the
demand for the US dollar in
exchange for security guar-
antees. The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries,
which include Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, the
UAE, and Oman, have invest-
ed heavily in their relation-
ship with the US, assuming
their interests would be well-
considered over Israel's.
However, Donald Trumbp,
who is known for being
unpredictable, has priori-
tised Israel's goals over the
GCC's. Though Iran has
remained a threat to these
countries, as neighbours, the
GCC and Iran maintained
trade relations despite differ-
ences. The primary driver
behind the Iranian attacks on
its neighbours was the pres-
ence of the US military in
West Asia, especially in the
Gulf. Even in its 10-point

peace plan, Iran demanded a
US military withdrawal from
the Middle East. The Gulf
countries acted cautiously.
The crown prince of Saudi
Arabia, Mohammad Bin
Salman, reportedly pushed
Trump to continue the war,
seeing it as an opportunity to
reshape the power dynamic
in the region.

The goals of the GCC were
hedged against the assump-
tion that a regime change
would take place soon.
However, Iran's attacks on oil
refineries and natural gas
infrastructure continued.
According to an assessment
from the Stimson Centre, in a
month, the GCC received
83% of Iranian drones and
missiles compared to just
17% launched at Israel. The
message was clear - Iran
attacked both military and
civilian assets to destabilise
the region's energy infra-
structure and ensure that the
ripple effects of the war go
beyond the region. Only a
ceasefire has been estab-
lished, but hostilities remain.
Is Europe A Safer Bet? In this
context, Europe can emerge
as a better partner for the
Gulf than the US. One of the
key reasons behind this
observation is Europe's
stance of not intervening
directly in the war. UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer vehe-

mently rejected America's
request to send British troops
to fight the war against Iran;
however, the UK allowed the
US to use its bases to launch
attacks. In response, Iran
fired ballistic missiles at
Diego Garcia, located 4,000
km away. Even so, Europe is
unlikely to emerge as a gen-
uine alternative to the US in
the near future, largely due to
its own continued reliance on
American air defence sys-
tems for both wide-area and
localised protection. This
dependence was highlighted,
for instance, during the con-
flict when the redeployment
of two Patriot missile system
batteries from Germany to
Turkey created air defence
gaps across Europe.
Secondly, American
weapons sales have seen a
dramatic increase, soaring
from 27% to over 50% follow-
ing the 2022 Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine. This is
because US-made systems,
such as the Patriot, THAAD,
NASAMS, and Stinger air
defence platforms, remain
globally dominant. While
the newly elected German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
called for Europe to pursue
strategic 'independence’
from the US in 2025, the con-
tinent collectively remains
reliant on American defence
capabilities.

Manumukt ‘Manav’ Trust

Organizes Me

DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH

(Rajendra Singh Rawal Receives
711,000 Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial
Award)

Narnaul (Dr. Satywan Saurabh): Along
with the prominent leaders of India’s
freedom struggle, countless dedicated
workers like Pandit Matadin also played
a significant role—those who chose to
become the foundation stones rather
than the visible pinnacle of the edifice of
independence. This was stated by
Rajendra Singh Rawal, former Chief
Minister and Member of Parliament
from Sudurpashchim Province,
Mahendranagar (Nepal), while address-
ing the gathering as the chief guest. The
occasion was the 28th annual ceremony
organized by the Manumukt ‘Manav’
Memorial Trust at the International
Cultural Centre, Manumukt Bhavan,
Sector-1, Part2, in memory of
Prajamandal movement activist and emi-
nent social worker Pandit Matadin and
his wife Murtidevi. In his address, Rawal
emphasized that Pandit Matadin and his
associates fought a dual struggle—
against the British as well as the princely
rulers who supported them—through the
Prajamandal movement. Their sacri-
fices, he said, will always be remembered.
Vice Chancellor of Singhania University,
Pacheri Bari (Rajasthan), and former IAS
officer Dr. Manoj Kumar Garg; Member
of the Language Commission Nepal,
Kathmandu, Dr. Pushkar Raj Bhatt;
Proctor of Vikram University, Ujjain
(Madhya Pradesh), Dr. Shailendra
Kumar Sharma; and former Municipal
Council Chairperson and BJP Mahila
Morcha District President Bharti Saini
also paid heartfelt tributes, highlighting
Pandit Matadin’s contributions to the
freedom struggle and social service.
Pandit Matadin’s son and Chief Trustee,
Dr. Ramniwas ‘Manav’, presented cou-
plets dedicated to his parents. One of
them read: "Whenever life brings joy or
sorrow, Mother and father are remem-

bered again and again." The program
began with a devotional song by
Industrial Development Officer Dr. Sunil
Bhardwaj and was conducted efficiently
by Dr. Pankaj Gaur under the inspira-
tional guidance of Trustee Dr. Kanta
Bharti. Earlier, Provincial President of
the United Indian Dharma Sansad,
Rakesh Mehta, highlighted the life and
contributions of Pandit Matadin. Poets
including Oshin Shukla Sakshi
(Narnaul), Dr. Mukut Agrawal (Rewarti),
Sanjay Pathak (Jaitpur), and Pravendra
Pandit (Alwar) presented poems reflect-
ing his achievements. Awardees Honored:
During the ceremony, Rajendra Singh
Rawal (Mahendranagar, Nepal) was hon-
ored with a shawl, memento, citation, and
711,000 as the Matadin-Murtidevi Lifetime
Achievement Award. Senior litterateur
Dr. Sheel Kaushik (Sirsa) and late writer-
editor Urmi Krishna (Ambala
Cantonment) were conferred the
Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial Award
with 75,000 each. The Matadin-Murtidevi
Shikhar Samman was awarded to Dr.
Pushkar Raj Bhatt (Kathmandu), Harish
Prasad Joshi (Mahendranagar), Dr.
Shailendra Kumar Sharma (Ujjain), and
Acharya Pradyumna (Narnaul).
Additionally, several individuals from
India and Nepal—including Trivikram
Pandey (Lalitpur), Bhanubhakta
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Acharya, Rajendra Nath (Kathmandu),
Dr. Hareram Pathak (Dibrugarh), Dr.
Prabhu Chaudhary (Ujjain), Dr. Shehnaz
Ahemd (Nanded), Prof. Vijay Kumar
Mirche (Mahasamund), Dr. Lalit Kumar
Singh (Delhi), Pravendra Pandit (Alwar),
Ramanand Sharma (Shimla), Pankaj
Sharma (Ambala), Vijay Kumar (Ambala
Cantonment), Major Shaktiraj Kaushik,
Dr. Gyan Prakash Piyush (Sirsa), Dr.
Dharmveer Yadav and Dr. Sudha Yadav
(Mirpur, Rewari), and others from
Narnaul—were honored with the
Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial Samman
for their notable contributions in various
fields. Notable Presence: The three-hour-
long event witnessed the presence of sev-
eral distinguished personalities, including
Pro Vice Chancellor Sunil Kumar Sobti,
Campus Director P.S. Jassal, Librarian
Dr. Dharampal Bargadh (Singhania
University), Hakeekat Yadav (Delhi), Dr.
Bhanwar Singh Kasana (Mahendragarh),
regional hydrogeologist Rakesh
Nimahoria, social workers Ramanand
Agrawal, Ghanshyam Garg, Rani
Sanghvi, Prof. Dr. Vandana Kumari, envi-
ronmentalist Krishnavatar Sharma,
Krishan Kumar Sharma, advocate
Murarilal Sharma, Shraddha Sharma,
Ritu Sharma, Dr. Sharmila Yadav, and
KBC fame Sachin Agrawal, along with
several dignitaries from Nepal.
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Trump Claims 158 Iranian Ships Destroyed,
Links Anti-Drug Tactics To Hormuz Blockade

US President Donald Trump
on Monday claimed that
Iran's naval forces had been
largely ‘'obliterated'’ and
warned of immediate mili-
tary action against any
remaining vessels that
approach a US-enforced
blockade. In the post on
Truth Social, Trump said
Iran's navy was “lying at the
bottom of the sea” with 158
ships destroyed, while
adding that some smaller
“fast attack ships” had not
been targeted as they were
not initially seen as a major
threat. He issued a direct
warning that any such ves-
sels nearing the blockade
would be “immediately
eliminated”. Trump also
linked the military action to
broader security concerns,
saying the same system
used to counter drug traf-
ficking at sea would be
deployed against Iranian
vessels. He claimed that a
majority of narcotics enter-
ing the United States via sea
routes had already been
stopped. The remarks come
amid sharply escalating ten-
sions in the Gulf region fol-
lowing the collapse of recent
US-Iran talks in Islamabad.
Soon after the failed negoti-
ations, Washington
announced a naval blockade

aimed at preventing ships
from entering or leaving
Iranian ports through the
strategically vital Strait of
Hormuz. The narrow water-
way handles nearly 20% of
global oil supplies, making
it one of the world's most
critical energy chokepoints.
The ongoing conflict and
restrictions on shipping
have already disrupted oil
flows and raised concerns of
further price spikes and
supply shortages. However,
independent reports, such
as that of The New York
Times, suggest that while
Iran's larger naval assets
have taken significant dam-
age during weeks of US-led

strikes, many of its smaller,
fast-moving boats remain
operational and continue to
pose a threat in the region.
Military  experts have
warned that enforcing a full
blockade would be a com-
plex and risky operation,
potentially provoking retali-
ation from Iran and further
destabilising the region.
The latest statement under-
scores the fragile state of the
situation, with a temporary
ceasefire still in place but
under increasing strain.
Diplomatic efforts are con-
tinuing behind the scenes,
but Trump's remarks signal
that the US is prepared to
escalate militarily if ten-

i o g

sions are not resolved soon.
Two people in the northern
Israeli city of Nahariya are
being treated by medics fol-
lowing reports of strikes
being fired at the city,
according to Israel's Magen
David Adom emergency
service. One of those being
treated is a 60-year-old
woman, Wwho sustained
minor injuries due to a "pro-
jectile", it writes on
Telegram. Lebanon's state-
run National News Agency
reports that Hezbollah
today announced an air
attack on the Liman bar-
racks, north of Nahariya, as
part of a wider set of strikes.
The Israel Defense Forces

(IDF) says it has intercepted
more than 10 missiles
launched from Lebanon at
Israel and its forces operat-
ing in southern Lebanon
since this morning. The mil-
itary also said earlier today
it was expanding its opera-
tions in the south of
Lebanon. The video shows
rubble where a building
once stood and damage to
the wall of a neighbouring
structure. It is not clear
what the intended target
was. We’ve confirmed the
location of the footage and
verified that it was first
shared online earlier today,
indicating that it’s recent.
Separately, the Israeli mili-
tary says it is close to cap-
turing the Hezbollah strong-
hold of Bint Jbeil in south-
ern Lebanon. Let's turn
now to the situation in
Lebanon, where fighting
has continued despite a
ceasefire between the US
and Iran, which Israel says
does not apply to its cam-
paign against Hezbollah.
According to the latest fig-
ures from Lebanon's pub-
lic health ministry, 2,089
people - including 166 chil-
dren - been killed in the
country since 2 March,
reports the state-run
National News Agency.

Ai+ Smartphone has
announced the commence-
ment of sales of its latest
device, Nova 2, as part of the
newly launched Nova Series.
Designed for everyday relia-
bility and expressive personal
style, the Nova 2 will be avail-
able exclusively on Flipkart
and select retail outlets start-
ing April 14 at 12 noon The
Ai+ Nova 2 will be available
at the following pricing:

4GB+64GB18,999
6GB+128GB | 10,999

"The Nova Series is our
strongest expression yet of
what Ai+ stands for, technol-
ogy that is accessible, reli-
able, and built for real every-
day use. With Nova 2, we
wanted to make sure that
users who are upgrading for
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Al+ SMARTPHONE NOVA 2
GOES ON SALE ON FLIPKART
STARTING APRIL 14
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50MP Dual
Rear Camera

SMARTPHONE

Nova 2~

6.745" HD+
120Hz Display

6000 mAh Battery
with 18W Fast Charging

Sale Starts 14* April, 12 PM on Flipkart

£ Ai+Nova25G O

the first time or switching to
Ai+ find everything they
need without compromise.
We are excited to open sales
on April 14 and bring more
users into the Ai+ ecosys-
tem," said Madhav Sheth,
CEO, Ai+ Smartphone and
Founder, NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies.

Performance That Powers
Your Day

The Nova 2is equipped with a
6000mAh battery designed to
keep up with a full day of
streaming, browsing, gam-
ing, and multitasking. It runs
on Android 16 with
NxtQuantum OS, delivering
a smooth and optimised expe-
rience straight out of the box.
Featuring a 6.745-inch HD+
display with a 120Hz adaptive

refresh rate and HBM sup-
port, the Nova 2 delivers fluid
visuals and seamless scroll-
ing whether users are con-
suming content or navigating
everyday tasks.

A Camera and Design Built
for Everyday Life

The smartphone comes with
a 50MP rear camera designed
to capture sharp, natural
images across lighting condi-
tions, along with an 8MP
front camera for clear selfies
and video calls. The Nova 2
further features a refined
build with IP64 resistance
and a side-mounted finger-
print sensor, available in five
distinct colours — Purple,
Green, Pink, Blue, and Black
— each designed to reflect a
different personality.

US judge dismisses $10bn Trump defama-
tion suit agai

f i

B A USjudge has
dismissed a case
against the publisher
of the Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) over a
story about ties the
US president had to
convicted sex
offender Jeffrey
Epstein.

—

A US judge has dismissed a
case against the publisher of
the Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) over a story about ties
the US president had to con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein. Trump sued the
American newspaper and its
owners including Rupert
Murdoch in a Florida federal
court last summer, asking
for at least $10bn (£7.4bn) in
damages. The president
claimed the newspaper
defamed him in a 17 July
report that said Trump's
name was in a "birthday
book" given to Epstein in
2003. In that message, the
Journal reported, Trump
included a drawing of a
woman's body. Trump's

,f
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lawyer told CBS News, the
BBC's US news partner, that
the president will refile the
"powerhouse" suit. US
District Judge Darrin Gayles
said Trump came "nowhere
close" to showing the WSJ
acted with actual malice
towards him. The case was
dismissed without prejudice,
though Trump will be
allowed to file a new, amend-
ed lawsuit. He has until 27
April to do so. Trump's
lawyer said the president
will "continue to hold
accountable those who traf-
fic in Fake News to mislead

"o

the American People".
The standard for "actual
malice" in defamation cases
is that defendants must
prove that a public state-
ment was both false, and that
the news organisation or
individual who made the
statement knew or should
have known that it was false
or acted in reckless disre-
gard of its falsity. In his rul-
ing, Gayles said he had to
dismiss the complaint
because Trump had "not
plausibly alleged that the
Defendants published the
Article with actual malice".

The WSJ, owned by
Murdoch's company News
Corp., published exclusive
reporting over the summer
tying Trump and Epstein
together through the birth-
day book. Shortly after
Democratic lawmakers pub-
lished an image of the birth-
day note on social media,
ahead of the release of other
documents related to
Epstein. The newspaper did
not publish an image of the
note at the time but the

LIC Approves 1:1 Bonus Shares: Check

details of its written descrip-
tion matched the picture that
was released by lawmakers.

Life Insurance Corporation
of India said on Monday that
the Board of Directors autho-
rised the allotment of fully
paid-up bonus equity shares
worth Rs 6,352 crore.

The shares, which carry a
face value of Rs 10, are being
issued in a 1:1 ratio, effective-
ly doubling its paid-up share
capital. Under this structure,
shareholders receive one
new bonus equity share for
every one existing share
held. This is the first ever
bonus issue announced by
LIC. The company will com-
pleted the issue of bonus
shares within two months
from the date of approval,
which is on or before June
12.

However, the proposal is
subject to approval from the
shareholders of the
Corporation and will be done
in accordance with the appli-
cable provisions.

Following the move, LIC's
paid-up share capital will
increase from 632 crore
shares to 1,264 crore shares.
The monetary value of the
post-issue capital will stand
at approximately Rs. 12,649
crore.

LIC Q3FY26

State-owned life insurer LIC
reported a 17% jump in net
profit at Rs 12,958 crore in the
third quarter ended
December 2025. The coun-
try's biggest insurer, Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), earned a net
profit of Rs 11,056 crore in the
year-ago period.

During the quarter, the net
premium income of the
insurer rose to Rs 1,25,613
crore from Rs 1,06,891 crore
in the same period a year
ago, LIC said in a regulatory
filing.

The total income also
improved to Rs 2,33,984 crore
in the latest December quar-

Life

Corporation of India (LIC) is
likely to announce its first-
ever bonus issue of shares
tomorrow, following its
board meeting which is
scheduled for April 13
(Monday). The state-run
company had announced ear-
lier last week that its board of
directors will hold a meeting
to consider and recom-
mend its first-ever
bonus issue of
shares. Bonus

issue con-

Insurance .
ation of India sai sists of free
ter Corporation of India said shares
com- on Monday that the Board of distrib-
pared Directors authorised the allot- uted by a
to Rs ment of fully paid-up bonus company
equity shares worth Rs from its
2,01,994 6.352 cror reserves
crore in >4 CIOIC. and is often
the same seen as a sign

period a year
ago.

LIC Share Price

LIC's stock ended 0.66% high-
er at Rs 798.35 apiece on the
NSE on Monday. This com-
pared to a 0.86% decline in
the Nifty index. The stock
has fallen 5.09% year-to-date,
and 4.23% in the last 12
months. Insurance behe-
moth Life Insurance

of strong finan-

cial health and
growth prospects. While the
issue of bonus shares

increases the total number of
outstanding shares, it does
not change the company's
markcapitalisation.
However, it can improve lig-
uidity and affordability,
allowing more investors to
add shares of the company to
their portfolio.

RBI 'Returns' Ujjivan SFB's Universal
Bank License Application; Lender Says

Will 'Re-Appl

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has returned the
universal banking license
application filed by
Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank (SFB), saying the
lender must diversify it's
asset book more before
applying for the license,
according to an exchange
filing. “The RBI through
their aforesaid letter took
note of the Bank's recent
efforts towards diversifi-
cation of its loan portfolio.
However, they were of the
view that there is scope for
progress in this area.
Therefore, RBI have
returned the above-men-
tioned application and
advised the Bank to con-
sider applying again after
demonstrating a diversi-
fied loan portfolio,” the
notice said. The applica-
tion for transitioning to a
Universal Bank was sub-
mitted as part of the bank's
long-term growth plans,
the lender said in a state-
ment. "Ujjivan will contin-

ue to embark on the path
of diversification and will
resubmit the application
in due course, keeping
RBI's guidance in view," it
added. This is the second
application by a SFB that
the RBI has “returned” in
recent past. The regulator
had earlier returned Jana
SFB's universal bank
license application, while

y In Due Course'
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giving in-principle
approval to AU SFB to con-
vert to an universal bank
and granting in-principle
approval to Fino
Payments Bank request to
transition into a SFB.
Ujjivan SFB's gross loan
book stood at Rs. 37,057
crore in Q3FY26 and
group loans formed 45%
of loan book.

Oil Weekly Outlook: Prices Seen Firm Above
$100 as Hormuz Blockade Lifts Risk Premium

Qil prices are expected to
trade firm this week after
US President Donald Trump
announced a blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz following
the collapse of negotiations
between Iranian and US offi-
cials in Pakistan. Sentiment
was further boosted by
traders increasing their
long positions and by tight-
ness in the physical market.
Daniel Hynes, senior com-
modities strategist at ANZ
Research, said tensions will
rise further after Trump
warned that the US would
impose a naval blockade on
the strait. "Not only does
this restrain exports from
Persian Gulf oil producers,
but it will also restrict Iran's
ability to export oil and will
exacerbate the supply dis-
ruptions the market is expe-
riencing," he said. The US
Central Command, or
CENTCOM, said in a state-
ment that it will implement
a blockade of all maritime
traffic entering and exiting
Iranian ports on April 13 at
10 a.m. US Eastern Time.

"The blockade will be
enforced impartially against
vessels of all nations enter-
ing or departing Iranian
ports and coastal areas,
including all Iranian ports
on the Arabian Gulf and
Gulf of Oman," it said. This
pushed the price of New
York-traded West Texas
Intermediate crude and
global benchmark Brent
crude above the psychologi-
cally important $100-a-bar-
rel mark on Monday. The

risk premium tied to
Hormuz, Iranian exports
and possible retaliation
remains alive. "Even with-
out a full resumption of war,
crude is likely to stay sup-
ported as long as the Strait
remains a point of con-
frontation," said Charu
Chanana, chief investment
strategist at Saxo Bank, in a
note to clients. On the tech-
nical front, the WTI May
crude contract has support
at $94-$90 a barrel, while

resistance stands at $118-
$120 a barrel this week, said
Pranav Mer, vice president
of research, commodity and
currency, at JM Financial.
On the MCX April crude con-
tract, support is seen at Rs
8,500-Rs 8,000 a barrel and
resistance at Rs 11,200-Rs
11,500, he said. Money man-
agers increased their net long
positions in NYMEX crude by
7,121 lots to 137,838 as of April
7, according to Commodity
Futures Trading Commission

data. The number of rigs
drilling for crude oil in the US
remained flat at 411 in the
week to April 10, Baker
Hughes said in its weekly
report. Last week, crude oil
prices fell sharply on
prospects for peace talks
between US and Iranian offi-
cials, raising hopes of diplo-
matic progress to end the dis-
ruption of supply from the
Persian Gulf and reduce the
risk premium. This week,
market participants will take
cues from the OPEC monthly
report, the International
Energy Agency monthly
report, the International
Monetary Fund meeting, US
consumer price inflation,
China first-quarter GDP,
speeches from  Federal
Reserve governors, and an
update related to the US-Iran
talks. At 1:10 p.m. IST, the
May contract of WTI crude oil
was at $103.69 a barrel. The
April contract on the MCX
was 5.5% higher at Rs 9,658 a
barrel. Meawhile, Brent June
futures surged nearly 7% to
$101.80 per barrel.
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Viktor Orban's 16 years in
power is over and a system
condemned as an "electoral
autocracy" lies in tatters,
defeated by a 45-year-old for-
mer party insider who con-
vinced a majority of
Hungarians to bring it to an
end. "We did it," Péter
Magyar told a crowd of
cheering supporters beside
the River Danube, overlook-
ing Budapest's magnificent
parliament on the other side.
"Together we overthrew the
Hungarian regime."
Preliminary election results,
based on more than 98% of
counted votes, put his Tisza
party on course for an
extraordinary 138 seats, with
Orban's Fidesz on 55 and the
far-right Our Homeland on
six. The landslide will not
only allow Magyar to over-
turn Orban's increasingly
unpopular domestic policies,
but reset Hungary's global
relationships. Orban has
been a close partner of both
US President Donald Trump

earning an in-person
appearance from US Vice-

World

ORBAN ERA SWEPT AWAY BY PETER
MAGYAR'S HUNGARY ELECTION LANDSLIDE

President JD Vance in the
final week of the campaign -
and Russia's Vladimir Putin,
and he had become a big
thorn in the side of the EU
and Ukraine. Magyar, on the
other hand, stood on a plat-
form of distancing Hungary
from Russia in favour of
more cordial ties with the EU
and Ukraine. For two years,
Magyar took his burgeoning
movement around villages,
town squares and cities, ral-
lying Hungarians who had

had enough of the cronyism
and corruption that had
become endemic in Hungary
over years. "Never before in
the history of democratic
Hungary have so many peo-
ple voted - and no single
party has ever received such
a strong mandate," he said on
Sunday night, after a record
79.5% of the electorate
turned out to vote. Orban's
rule was built up through
four successive election vic-
tories and sweeping majori-

ties, but it became clear it
was over in a matter of min-
utes. As pro-Magyar support-
ers waited expectantly in the
square on the Buda side of
the Danube, the Tisza leader
posted an extraordinary
message on Facebook:
"Viktor Orban just called me
on the phone and congratu-
lated us on our victory."
There was barely time to
digest what had just hap-
pened and only 30% of the
vote had at that point been

counted. But moments later,
Orban himself appeared on a
stage in a conference centre a
mile down-river on the other
side of the Danube, sur-
rounded by his glum-looking
Fidesz party colleagues. "The
result of the election is clear
and painful," he told them,
thanking the estimated 2.5
million Hungarians who
stuck by him. "The days
ahead of us are for us to heal
our wounds." Word began to
spread among Magyar sup-
porters, and at the nearby
hotel that had become party
HQ, Tisza activists hugged
each other.

Magyar has promised to
reverse Orban-era changes
to education and health,
tackle corruption, restore
the independence of the judi-
ciary and Kkill off the widely
loathed system of patronage
known as NER that helped
enrich party loyalists and
squander state resources. To
make those changes to the
constitution, he needed a
two-thirds majority of 133 of
the Hungarian parliament's

199 seats. Though the final
results are not yet in, Tisza
is on course for 138. Magyar
had been telling his support-
ers to prepare for a change of
regime, and now they had it
the parties truly started and
the champagne flowed. Cars
blared their horns across
Budapest, women waving
Hungarian flags through
open sun roofs. Many of
those who backed Magyar
are not natural supporters.
For years he backed Orban
and now he has brought him
down. "He's someone you
cannot be absolutely sure
of," a lawyer called Agnes
told the BBC, "but we're at a
point where we need to hope
for something better, which
he promises - and we truly
hope his promises come
true." Another target in
Magyar's sights is pro-Orban
state media. The M1 TV
channel has until now slav-
ishly toed the party line,
along with what were once
independent websites
bought up over time by
Fidesz allies.
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Britney Spears goes into
rehab after driving under the
influence arrest

Britney Spears has gone
into rehab, a month after
she was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the
influence of alcohol and
drugs. The singer voluntar-
ily checked herself into a
treatment facility, her rep-
resentative told multiple
US media outlets on
Sunday. Following her
arrest on 4 March, the star's
representative called the
incident "completely inex-
cusable" and said her loved
ones would "come up with
an overdue needed plan to
set her up for success for
well being". Her entry into
treatment comes three
weeks before the 44-year-old
is due to appear in court in
California to face the DUI
charge. Last month, Spears
was reported to authorities
for driving her BMW "errat-
ically at a high rate of
speed" on a motorway,
California Highway Patrol
said. She "showed signs of
impairment" and submitted
to a series of field sobriety
tests after she was pulled
over. Afterwards, her repre-
sentative told the BBC:

"Britney is going to take the
right steps and comply with
the law and hopefully this
can be the first step in long
overdue change that needs
to occur in Britney's life.
"Hopefully, she can get the
help and support she needs
during this difficult time.
"Her boys are going to be
spending time with her.
Her loved ones are going to
come up with an overdue
needed plan to set her up
for success for well being."
Spears is one of the most
successful pop stars of all
time, with hits such as
Baby One More Time,
Toxic, Everytime, Gimme
More, Womanizer, and
Stronger.

Pope says he has 'no
fear' of Trump after
scathing criticism

B¢ J

Pope Leo has said he has "no
fear" of the Trump adminis-
tration and will continue to
speak out against war after
the US president launched
an unusual and scathing
attack over his stance on the
Iran conflict. Donald Trump
accused the pontiff of being
"WEAK on Crime and terri-
ble for Foreign Policy" in a
Truth Social post, later
telling reporters he was "not
a big fan". The Pope told
reporters en route to Algeria
that he did not want to get
into a debate with Trump but
would continue to promote
peace. He has been a staunch
critic of the Iran war, calling
Trump's threat to destroy
Iranian civilisation "unac-
ceptable" and calling for him
to find an "offramp" to end
the conflict. In general, it is
rare for a pope to directly
address statements by world
leaders. There are more than
70 million Catholics in the
US, about 20% of the popula-
tion. They include Trump's
Vice-President JD Vance.
Trump's remarks came as
the pontiff embarked on an
11-day trip to Africa, his sec-
ond major foreign trip since
being elected last year. The

US president wrote in
Sunday’s post that the Pope
"should get his act together"
and said he was "weak on
nuclear weapons", apparent-
ly referring to Tehran's
attempts to become a nuclear
power, cited as one of the rea-
sons for the US and Israel
going to war with Iran. He
also suggested that the pon-
tiff was elected "because he
was American, and they
thought that would be the

best way to deal with

President Donald J Trump".
"If T wasn't in the White
House, Leo wouldn't be in the
Vatican." Asked by reporters
to explain the post, he later
said: "I don't think he's doing
a very good job, he likes
crime, I guess." Trump
added: "He's a very liberal
person, and he's a man who
doesn't believe in stopping
crime, he's a man who does-
n't believe we should be toy-
ing with a country that
wants a nuclear weapon so
they can blow up the world."
In response, the Pope told
reporters on board his plane
to Algiers that he did not see
his role as that of a politician

but as one of spreading the

message of peace.

Ghanaian footballer killed
after armed attackers open
fire at team bus

Ghanaian footballer
Dominic Frimpong has died
after suspected armed rob-
bers opened fire at the bus
carrying his team Berekum
Chelsea back from a match.
"Masked men wielding guns
and assault rifles"
ambushed the bus and
"blocked the road" as the
team returned home on
Sunday, according to the
club. Police say Frimpong
sustained gunshot wounds
and died while receiving
treatment. A manhunt for
the suspects is under way.

The Ghana Football
Association (GFA)
expressed its "profound

shock and deep sorrow",
describing the 20-year-old as
a "promising young talent
whose dedication and pas-
sion for the game embodied
the spirit of our league". The

team was on the road back
from a Ghana Premier

League game against
Samartex in Samreboi -
270km (170 miles) away
from Berekum - which they
lost 1-0. "[The men] started
shooting at our bus as the
driver tried to reverse,"
Berekum Chelsea said in a
statement on Monday.
"The players and staff fled
into nearby bushes to take
cover."

Katya Adler: Jubilation in Budapest will
be felt in Europe b

Budapest's

iconic Chain
Bridge links both sides of the
city - beautiful Buda with

ut

vibrant Pest - across the
river Danube. At night, the
lights that illuminate the
bridge shimmer like mini
moons in the waters below.
Normally, it's a favourite
spot for tourist selfies - but
not this Sunday. Following a
historic election result that
unceremoniously  booted
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban out after 16 years in
government, the bridge was
lit up in red, white and green

the colours of the
Hungarian flag. Supporters
of the triumphant Péter
Magyar and his Tisza party
said they felt they were get-
ting their country back. A
sense Magyar reflected back
to them in his victory
speech. "We did it," he said.

"We brought down the
Orban regime - together we
liberated Hungary. We took
back our homeland! Thank
you! Thank you all!" There
was a definite sense here
that history was being made.
Voter turnout was record-
breaking. Despite Orban's
iron grip on state media, the

leaves Moscow cold

changes he introduced to the
electoral system to favour
his party and the huge influ-
ence his friends and family
members have in positions of
power in the "illiberal
democracy"” he said he
turned Hungary into, the
Fidesz leader was totally
trounced at the polls. I

watched crowds of first-time
voters dancing through
Budapest's backstreets,
drunk with a heady mix of
hope and incredulity in the
early hours of Monday morn-
ing. "I cried when I put the X
on my ballot paper," Zsofia
told me. "I still can't quite
believe we did it. But we did!"
As Zsofia spoke, her group of
friends were loudly chanting
"Russians Go home!" It's an
ironic full circle for Orban.
He became famous in 1989 in
then-communist Hungary,
calling on Russians to go
home in a passionate speech
he gave in the dying days of
the Soviet Union. It's a
phrase that first ricocheted
through Budapest during
Hungary's ill-fated anti-com-
munist uprising of 1956. But
over the years, Orban
changed his political stripes.

PERU ELECTION DRAGS INTO SECOND
DAY AFTER BALLOT DELIVERY FIASCO

The results of the general
election in Peru have been
delayed after tens of thou-
sands of people were unable
to vote due to technical and
logistical problems at a
number of polling stations.
The electoral authorities
have granted a one-day
extension to more than
50,000 voters who could not
cast their ballots on Sunday.
A preliminary count of half
the votes that were cast put
conservative candidate
Keiko Fujimori slightly
ahead of the right-wing for-
mer mayor of the capital,
Lima, Rafael Lopez Aliaga -
but the battle for second
place is still very close-run.
All candidates are far short
of the 50% of votes needed to

win outright, making a run-

off between the top two can-
didates on 7 June almost cer-
tain. Voters who experi-
enced problems in Lima and
at polling stations abroad -
such as in Orlando, Florida
and Paterson, New Jersey -
will be able to cast their bal-
lots on Monday, the elec-

toral authorities ruled.
Scores of polling stations
opened late or, in some
cases, not at all. Peru's cur-
rent President José Maria
Balcazar said that the com-
pany hired to deliver the
voting material had failed to
do so in time. Voting is
mandatory for Peruvians

aged between 18 and 70, and
those failing to cast their
vote can incur a fine. In
total, more than 27 million of
Peruvians were asked to
vote for members of both
houses of Congress and for a
new president. Whoever
wins the presidential race
will replace the 83-year-old
Balcazar, who has only been
in the job since February.
Peru's political establish-
ment has been rocked by a
series of scandals and
impeachments that have led
to the resignations, ousters
and impeachments of six
presidents in the last
decade. The last president to
serve out his term in full
was Ollanta Humala, who
governed from 2011 to 2016.

US BLOCKADE OF IRANIAN PORTS TAKES EFFECT AS
TRUMP THREATENS TO DESTROY "ATTACK SHIPS'

Two people in the northern
Israeli city of Nahariya are
being treated by medics fol-
lowing reports of strikes
being fired at the city, accord-
ing to Israel's Magen David
Adom emergency service.
One of those being treated is
a 60-year-old woman, who
sustained minor injuries due
to a "projectile", it writes on
Telegram. Lebanon's state-
run National News Agency
reports that Hezbollah today
announced an air attack on
the Liman barracks, north of
Nahariya, as part of a wider
set of strikes. The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) says it
has intercepted more than 10
missiles launched from
Lebanon at Israel and its
forces operating in southern
Lebanon since this morning.

The military also said earlier
today it was expanding its
operations in the south of
Lebanon. The video shows
rubble where a building once
stood and damage to the wall
of a neighbouring structure.
It is not clear what the
intended target was. We've
confirmed the location of the
footage and verified that it
was first shared online earli-
er today, indicating that it’s
recent. Separately, the Israeli
military says it is close to
capturing the Hezbollah
stronghold of Bint Jbeil in
southern Lebanon. Let's turn
now to the situation in
Lebanon, where fighting has
continued despite a ceasefire
between the US and Iran,
which Israel says does not
apply to its campaign against

Hezbollah. According to the
latest figures from Lebanon's
public health ministry, 2,089

people - including 166 chil-
dren - been killed in the coun-
try since 2 March, reports the

staterun National News
Agency. An additional 6,762
people have been injured, it
adds.Back in the UK
Parliament in London, Prime
Minister Keir Starmer has

just finished updating MPs
on the situation in the Middle
East. Here's a quick rundown
of what he said:

The US-Iran ceasefire agree-
ment was "undeniably wel-
come", but Lebanon must be
included under the terms He
hoped negotiations would
continue without further
escalations, including in the
Strait of Hormuz - a "running
sore", which has been
"shamefully exploited" by
Iran The impact of Iran's
behaviour was causing
"untold" economic damage,
visible "on every petrol court
in the country" Businesses in
the energy, shipping, insur-
ance and finance sectors told
him that vessels would not
travel through the strait
"until it is safe to do so"

Dozens of countries will con-
vene a summit later this
week on the situation in the
vital waterway It will focus
diplomatic efforts towards a
negotiated end to the conflict
and reopening the strait, and
military planning to "provide
assurance for shipping”" at
that point

As we've reported, Donald
Trump has threatened to
strike forcefully any small
Iranian "fast attack ships"
that threaten the US block-
ade. As Trump alluded to,
most of the US strikes
focused on Iranian naval tar-
gets have been larger vessels
and submarines, which were
seen as strategically impor-
tant targets to ensure
American military domi-
nance in the Persian Gulf.

Controlled demolition
brings down luxury
Miami hotel in seconds

A hotel at one of Miami's
most exclusive locations
was demolished to make
way for something even
bigger. Demolition experts
conducted the controlled
implosion of the former
Mandarin Oriental,
Miami on Brickell Key, on
12 April. The human-made
island is at the mouth of
the Miami River, across
from downtown. This
marks the largest implo-
sion for Miami in more
than a decade. The 23-
story building opened 25
years ago and collapsed
within seconds following
the blast. According to
Swire Properties, the dem-
olition will make way for
the groundbreaking of The
Residences at Mandarin
Oriental, Miami. Will
Smith, Penelope Cruz and
the Real Madrid soccer
team were guests. The
resort’s signature restau-
rant Azul, which closed in
2019, was once helmed by
Miami celebrity chef

Michelle Bernstein. And
in 2024, it was one of 10
hotels in Miami-Dade
County awarded one
Michelin key in the presti-
gious French guide’s
debut ratings of accommo-
dations. Yet, none of that
was enough for the cur-
rent edition of the
Mandarin Oriental on
Brickell Key in South
Florida’s frenetic real
estate and hospitality mar-
kets.

On Sunday morning just
after 8:30 a.m., the 23-story
building and 6-story park-
ing garage came tumbling
down. The hotel is gone. It
marked the largest implo-
sion for Miami in more
than a decade, officials
said. The collapse started
slowly. Blue and pink
smoke began to billow
from the top of the build-
ing, followed by explo-
sions and a soft roar that
crescendoed to a giant
thud as all floors collapsed
in under 20 seconds.
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Formula 1 Likely To Make India Return In 2027,
Government Worklng To Resolve Tax Issues

The roar of high-perform-
ance engines is set to

return to the Buddh
International Circuit
(BIC), as the Indian

Government has officially
signalled its intent to
bring Formula 1 back to
the country by 2027.
Following recent discus-
sions, the Sports Minister
has expressed confidence
that the long-standing hur-
dles that saw the Indian
Grand Prix exit the calen-
dar after 2013 are finally
being dismantled. While
the Indian Government
has declared itself "ready"
to host the race, the final
inclusion depends on the
FIA and Formula One
Management (FOM). The
BIC is expected to be a
serious contender for a
slot on the 2027 calendar.
"We are aiming to host
Formula 1 in 2027. We
have had favourable talks
with the FIA. The event
will be held at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Noida, even though we
have tracks in Chennai

and Hyderabad. MotoGP
will come to India before
Formula One does," Sports
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said during a
briefing. Historically, the
"tax-heavy" classification
of F1 as entertainment
rather than sport was
what drove the sport away
from India. The Ministry
has indicated that tax

issues will be settled, pro-
viding the fiscal clarity
required by international
organisers and teams. The
Ministry has set a tight
deadline, stating that all
logistical and circuit-relat-
ed arrangements for
Formula 1 will be complet-
ed within the next three to
six months. "All the tax
and infrastructure issues

will be settled. In the next
3-6 months, India will be
ready to host Formula One
once again," Mandaviya
said. The BIC, located in
Greater Noida, remains
one of the most technical
and well-regarded tracks
designed by Hermann
Tilke. Despite the hiatus,
the circuit has recently
hosted successful interna-

tional events, including
MotoGP, proving its capa-
bility to handle world-
class racing. The Sports
Minister also revealed
that India is set to host a
MotoGP event before the
return of F1. "MotoGP will
come to India before
Formula One does. The
FMSCI will be given recog-
nition. They will have the
next round of talks with
the FIA and also sign a
contract for the event to
happen in India. Three
companies have spoken to
me and shown their inter-
est in organising Formula
1 in India," he concluded.
Formula One races were
held in Noida for only
three seasons (2011, 2012,
and 2013) at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Greater Noida. Sebastian
Vettel, driving for Red
Bull Racing, won all three
editions of the event. The
return of F1 is viewed as
more than just a sporting
event, but a strategic move
to boost India's profile as a
global sports hub.
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Brett Lee Pays Emotional Tribute To
Asha Bhosle: "Fortunate To Have
Shared A Small Moment"

Australian cricket legend
Brett Lee paid a beautiful
tribute to the iconic Indian
singer Asha Bhosle, who
passed away on 12 April at
the age of 92. Lee remains
one of the few cricketers
who had the privilege of
working with Bhosle, the
two famously collaborating
on the track 'You're the One
for Me' in 2007. The song
remains fresh in the minds
of cricket lovers in India, as
such a crossover was never
seen again. Taking to
Instagram, Lee recalled his
meeting with Bhosle and
lauded her for being so hum-
ble despite her stardom. "I
had the pleasure of writing
and recording You're the
One for Me with Asha
Bhosle back in 2006. It's
something Ill always be
incredibly grateful for.
What stayed with me most
wasn't just her extraordi-
nary talent, but how kind
and humble she was. For
someone who had achieved
so much in her life, she car-
ried herself with such

warmth and generosity,"
Lee wrote on Instagram.
"My thoughts are with her
family and friends at this
time. I feel very fortunate to
have shared even a small
moment with someone so
special. There's no doubt her
legacy will live on for gener-
ations to come," he added. In
his autobiography, My Life:
Brett Lee, he opened up
about the memorable collab-
oration, revealing that the
music video for the song was
filmed during his visit to
India for the 2006
Champions Trophy. The

cricketer even lent his voice
to Hindi lines in the track,
including "Haan, main
tumhara hu, tumhara hi
rahunga." "I had great fun. I
didn't tell any of my team-
mates what I was up to,
when I went to shoot, I told
them I was just going for a
look through the streets.
Four months after that
whirlwind recording experi-
ence, I caught up with Asha
when she visited Sydney to
perform at the Opera House.
She gave me her compila-
tion album with a personal-
ly signed message.

"1st IPL. Match To Be Longer Than Dhurandhar 2'"': 4 Hour,
23 Minutes Long MI vs RCB Sets Social Media Abuzz

One thing the T20 format
brought for fans was fast-
paced action. With the advent
of the format, fans could
watch a full cricket match in
less than four hours.
However, the Mumbai
Indians vs Royal Challengers
Bengaluru IPL 2026 match
was nowhere close to that.
The toss for the match took
place at 7 pm IST, and the last
ball of the game was bowled
after 11:45 pm. According to
some reports, the match ran
for four hours and 23 min-
utes, making it the longest
IPL game without a Super
Over. Joy Bhattacharjya,
who earlier served as Team
Director of Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR), made an
intriguing and hilarious com-
ment. "Another record for the
IPL. The first match which
was longer than Dhurandhar

2!" he wrote on X. The run-
time of Dhurandhar: The
Revenge was close to three
hours and 50 minutes.
Meanwhile, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru skip-
per Rajat Patidar expressed
pride in his team's perform-
ances and stated that consis-

tently posting 200-plus totals
shows the amount of talent in
the squad. RCB continued
their strong run in IPL 2026
with an 18run victory over
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium, register-
ing their highest-ever total at
the venue. Riding on a blister-

ing 78 off 36 balls by Phil Salt,
who was named Player of the
Match, and a captain's knock
of 53 off 20 balls by Rajat
Patidar, RCB posted a formi-
dable total on Sunday. With
the ball, Krunal Pandya (1/26)
and Suyash Sharma (2/47)
played key roles in restricting
Mumbai's chase. Reflecting
on the team's consistent bat-
ting performances, skipper
Patidar said, "At the moment,
it feels like we are scoring
200-plus in every match. It
gives me a lot of confidence,
and as a captain, I feel like I
have a lot of talent in the
team." Patidar, who also
recorded the fastest fifty by a
captain in the tournament's
history with a 17-ball half-
century, elaborated on his
batting approach: "I don't
really think too much about
how I want to play.

"What Are You Saying?" Yuvraj Singh Reveals How
Gary Kirsten Stumped Indian Team With Bold Promise

Gary Kirsten oversaw a peri-
od in Indian cricket during
which India dominated
world cricket. The dressing
room at that time (2008 to
2011) consisted of cricketing
giants like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, and Zaheer Khan,
as well as relatively younger
superstars such as MS
Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh, and
Virat Kohli. Kirsten did a
commendable job of holding
the dressing room together
and was the coach of the 2011
World Cup-winning team.
Former India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh has highlight-
ed the transformative
impact of former head coach
Gary Kirsten on Indian
cricket, recalling how his
man-management skills and
belief in players played a

defining role in the team's
success between 2008 and
2011. Speaking to former
England captain Michael
Vaughan on India's white-
ball growth during Kirsten's
tenure from 2008 to 2011,
Yuvraj reflected on the
South African's arrival at a
crucial phase, when India
were building towards a

period of sustained domi-
nance across formats. "I
think Gary Kirsten was a big
influence at that moment.
Gary was a good man. We
needed a good guy - that's all
we wanted. Someone who
said, 'Guys, let's be one on the
park. Let's be together." And
Gary was very hardwork-
ing," Yuvraj said in a video

shared by the Stick to
Cricket podcast on Monday.
"And I think the day he
came, he said that in the next
four years, till the 2011 World
Cup, we are going to be the
number one T20 side, the
number one Test side, and
the number one ODI side.
And a couple of guys looked
at each other like, 'What are
you saying?' And that's what
we did in the next four years
- while Australia were domi-
nating as well. So, I think his
intention was good. He is a
good man, and he took
Indian cricket to a different
level," he added. Kirsten's
tenure coincided with one of
India's most successful phas-
es, culminating in the 2011
ICC Cricket World Cup tri-
umph and consistent top
rankings across formats.

"Did You Say Like A Movie?'" Pakistani Reporter's
IPL Question Leaves Overseas Coach In Splits

Yet another Pakistan Super League (PSL)
press conference saw an Indian Premier
League (IPL) question leave everyone
stunned on Sunday. Former New Zealand
cricketer Jacob Oram, who is coaching the
Islamabad United team, was asked to draw
his conclusions on a comparative statement
made between the two T20 leagues on either
side of the border by South African cricketer
Rilee Rossouw. Oram, however, was left in
stitches when the reporter finished his ques-
tion. Rossouw had called IPL a longer tour-
nament, in comparison to PSL, while also
suggesting that since there are many
Bollywood owners in the Indian league, it
feels like a movie. Reporter: Recently, Rilee
Rossouw said the Pakistan Super League is
amore competitive and compact league, and
IPL feels like a movie rather than actual
cricket. So what's your thought on it? Jacob
Oram: Did you say like a movie? (laughing)
Reporter: I didn't say it, Rilee Rossouw did.
Jacob Oram: "Similar tournaments but very
different. The IPL is twice as long, but I
haven't coached in the IPL, I have only
played there. That was a long time ago. It has
grown into a bit of a behemoth. In terms of
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coaching, this is my first opportunity in the
PSL, and I am loving it. The Islamabad
United group, from the staff to the players
to everyone, has been so welcoming. I
would love to have crowds here, for the
atmosphere and the vibe, but I understand
the reasons why they are not here.
Everything else is well looked after, well
catered for. So far, so good here, loving it.
We are very happy to be here." Since the
PSL 2026 season started, a clear pattern in
press conferences has been seen.

Kochi's Kalina Rangers Clinch Maiden Red
Bull Four 2 Score National Champlonshlp

The Red Bull Four 2 Score
National Finals concluded
with a spectacular display of
football, as amateur players
from across the country bat-
tled it out for the coveted title
and the opportunity to repre-
sent India on the global
stage. The high-energy 4v4
tournament lived up to its
reputation, delivering
intense action and showcas-
ing the immense talent of
grassroots footballers.
Mumbai City FC star and
Indian National team for-
ward Vikram Pratap Singh
was also present on the occa-
sion. In the finals, Team
Kalina Rangers from Kochi
emerged victorious with the
help of a sudden death gold-
en goal by Tyson Patel,
defeating all other teams to
bag the bragging rights and
a chance to represent India
at the World Finals. The Best

of India Rise to the Occasion
Throughout the competi-
tion, teams from 10 cities
showcased their talent,
resilience, and passion for
the sport. After weeks of
exhilarating qualifiers, the
National Finals in
Coimbatore saw the best of
India go head-to-head in a
battle for supremacy. The

victorious team Kahna
Rangers will now embark on
an even greater journey, the
Road to the World Finals in
Canada, where they will rep-
resent India at the Red Bull
Four 2 Score World Final
later this year, where they
will be looking to etch their
name in Red Bull Four 2
Score history.

Jannik Sinner Beats Carlos Alcaraz In Straight Sets In
Monte Carlo Final To Reclaim No. 1 Rankm

annik Sinner beat
J defending champion

Carlos Alcaraz 7-6 (5),
6-3 on Sunday to win the
Monte Carlo Masters for the
first time and reclaim the
world No. 1 ranking from
his biggest tennis rival.
"The result is amazing,"
Sinner said. "Getting back
to No. 1 means a lot to me."
Four-time Grand Slam
champion Sinner met
seven-time major winner
Alcaraz in their ninth final,
in what is often referred to
as the "Sincaraz" rivalry.
Sinner trimmed Alcaraz's
head-to-head lead to 10-7
while clinching his 27th
career title overall and his

first Masters title on clay.
The 24-year-old Italian will
return to the top spot in the
ATP rankings on Monday.
Sinner rallied from 3-1 down
in the second set amid blus-
tery conditions at the Monte
Carlo Country Club and
served out the match,
clinching it on his first
match point when Alcaraz
returned a forehand long. "It
was a bit windy, a bit breezy
- different conditions from
what the tournament has
brought," Sinner said. "I am
very happy to win a big title
on this surface. I haven't
done it before, and it means
a lot to me." Alcaraz had
won his previous 17 match-

es on clay but struggled on
Sunday, committing 45
unforced errors.
Nevertheless, he praised
Sinner. "It is impressive
what you are achieving
right now," Alcaraz said.
"Congratulations on every-
thing." Sinner dropped to
his knees after Alcaraz's
shot landed out and then
jogged over to celebrate
with his box. "I felt a bit
tired, so I tried to keep the
right mentality," Sinner
said. "Winning this trophy
means a lot to me." It was
Sinner's third title of the
year after sweeping Indian
Wells and Miami - also win-
ning those finals in straight

sets - to become only the
fourth man to reach the
finals at the first three
Masters events of the sea-
son. He joined Novak
Djokovic (in 2015) as the
only player to win the first
three Masters tournaments
of the year. Alcaraz's two
titles this season include the
Australian Open, where the
22-year-old Spaniard
became the youngest man to
win all four Grand Slam
tournaments. He produced a
stunning comeback to beat
Sinner in last year's French
Open final, then lost the
Wimbledon final to Sinner
before defeating him again
in the U.S. Open final.
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R VAISHALI UNDER
PRESSURE IN WOMEN'S
CANDIDATES

Indian Grandmaster R
Vaishali will be under pres-
sure when she takes on for-
mer women's world cham-
pion Zhongyi Tan of China
in the penultimate round of
the Candidates chess tour-

nament in Paphos.
Vaishali, who was leading
by a full point, suffered a
setback in the 12th round,
playing with white she lost
to China's Jiner Zhu, who
has now drawn level at the
top of the points table.
Vaishali will need to
regroup after the final rest
day of the tournament,
which will determine the
challenger to reigning
world champion Wenjun Ju
of China. Apart from
Zhongyi, Vaishali also faces
a tricky challenge from
Russia's Kateryna Lagno,
who may be out of title con-
tention but remains a for-
midable opponent.
Kazakhstan's Bibisara
Assaubayeva is also in the
hunt after a hard-fought
win over Lagno, while
Ukraine's Anna Muzychuk
too remains in contention.
The two are trailing the
leaders by half a point, set-
ting up a potentially
thrilling finish. Vaishali
and Zhu share the lead on
seven points. with

Assaubayeva and
Muzychuk close behind on
6.5 points. The Russian duo
of Aleksandra Goryachkina
and Lagno are on 5.5, while
India's Divya Deshmukh
and Tan are further back on
five points. It is clear that a
lot can go right-or-wrong
for all the four players in
contention. In the open sec-
tion, Uzbekistan's Javokhir
Sindarov is firmly in con-
trol with nine points and is
just a draw away from
securing a shot at the world
title against India's D
Gukesh later this year.
Dutch Grandmaster Anish
Giri, who is on seven
points, remains the only
realistic challenger and is
set to face Sindarov in a
crucial clash in the next
round. If Anish wins he
might still have a chance.
However, as things have
been unfolding here, there
is a very remote chance of
that happening. Fabiano
Caruana is third on six
points, followed by
American compatriot
Hikaru Nakamura, Wei Yi
and Matthias Bluebaum of
Germany, while India's R
Praggnanandhaa is further
down the standings on five
points, a half point ahead of
Andrev Esinenko of Russia.
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Title and first look poster of
the film “Chiranjeevi” unveiled
by Mega Brother Nagababu

he film
I “Chiranjeevi,” star-
ring Kiku

Yamanala and
Kashish Khan in the lead
roles, has officially
launched its title and
first look poster. The film
also features key roles

played by Tanikella
Bharani, Eswari Rao,
Goparaju Ramana,

Srikanth Bharath, Viva
Raghav, and others. The
movie is being produced
under the Kiku
Entertainments banner
by Deepti Nadiminti,
with Sai Venkat as the
director.

“Chiranjeevi” is gearing
up for a summer release.
Recently, the film’s title
and first look poster were
launched by Mega
Brother Nagababu. On
this occasion, the film

team expressed their
gratitude to Nagababu.
The story revolves

around a young man
named Chiru, who has
dextrocardia (a rare con-
dition in which the heart
is located on the right
side of the chest). The
film portrays how he
overcomes the struggles
and challenges in his life
and how he manages to
achieve his goals despite
his rare medical condi-
tion. The director Sai
Venkat has crafted the
film in an engaging and
inspiring manner
throughout. The movie is
set to be released in the
summer with all ele-
ments designed to engage

the audience. The makers
will soon announce the

official release date of
“Chiranjeevi.”

“RK Deeksha” Movie in

Censor Process — Releasing
Soon: Director & Producer Dr.
Pratani Rama

T

nder the banners of

RK Films and Sigdha

Creations, Dr. Pratani

Ramakrishna Goud is
directing and producing the
film “RK Deeksha”, present-
ed by D.S. Reddy. The movie
stars Dhee and Jodi fame
Aksa Khan and Alekhya
Reddy as heroines, with
Kiran as the hero. Tulasi,
Anusha, Keerthana,
Pravallika, and Rohit
Sharma play other key roles.
The film is currently under-
going censor formalities and
will soon be released grand-
ly in theatres, said director-
producer Dr. Pratani
Ramakrishna Goud during
a press meet. Heroine Aksa
Khan said “I thank
Ramakrishna Goud garu for
giving me this opportunity
to act in ‘RK Deeksha’. After

krishna Gou

d

T
%

this movie, I am also doing a
women'’s kabaddi-based film
in the same combination. I
performed a song titled
‘Nandi Nandi’ in this film,
which is based on the theme
of Nandi Awards. This song
will surely impress every-
one. I request your support
for our film.”

Actress Tulasi said

“I played the role of the hero-
ine’s friend in this movie. I
have scenes with Aksa Khan
and Alekhya Reddy. I wish
‘RK Deeksha’ becomes a big
success.” Presenter D.S.
Reddy said “We made this
film with a strong message
that determination can help
achieve anything. Every
actor in this film will gain
recognition through their
performances.
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T Gopichand, Sankalp Reddy, Srinivasaa
Chitturi, Srinivasaa Silver Screen,
Presented By Pavan Kumar- Historical
Film #Gopichand33 Titled Powerfully

Gopichand is step-

T

his  career

talented Sankalp Reddy.
Backed by producer
Srinivasaa
Srinivasaa Silver Screen
and presented by Pavan

Kumar, the project is being

crafted as one of the most
extravagant and technical-
ly rich films in Gopichand’s
filmography. The makers
unveiled the film’s title
through a striking and
power-packed glimpse.

Set against the backdrop of

642 AD, the glimpse opens
in the land of Shula before
plunging into a riveting
montage of high-octane
action.  Massive  war
sequences, fierce close-ups
of battle-hardened war-
riors, and intense combat
featuring swords, axes, and
fire-lit confrontations cre-
ate an arresting visual
experience. The title,
Bharata Varsha, is finally
revealed—resonating with
power and pride, symboliz-
ing the land of Bharata
(India).

The film stands out with its
sweeping visuals, intricate
production design, and a

richly detailed recreation of

a bygone era. Sankalp
Reddy’s vision shines
through as he brings to life

a lesser-explored chapter of

Indian history, blending
scale with substance.
Beyond its grandeur, the

ping into a new era of
with

#Gopichand33, an
ambitious historical action
drama directed by the very

Chitturi of

Bharata Varsha, Epic Glimpse Unveiled

film promises emotionally
charged storytelling and
action set pieces of epic pro-
portions, rooted in forgot-
ten legacies. Gopichand
undergoes a remarkable
transformation for the role,
embodying the spirit of a
fierce warrior with striking
authenticity. His commit-
ment to the character is evi-
dent in both his physical
makeover and command-
ing screen presence, mark-
ing a clear departure from
his earlier roles. Ritu
Varma stars as the female

L.

lead. On the technical front,
cinematographer Soundar
Rajan vividly recreates the
historical milieu, while
production designer
Chinna crafts immersive
and authentic settings.
Complementing the visu-
als is Anudeep Dev’s pow-
erful background score,
which amplifies the film’s
dramatic intensity. Backed
by top-notch production
values, Srinivasaa Silver
Screen ensures a cinemat-
ic experience of interna-
tional standards.

Therachaapa” Team Celebrates Grand Pre-

Release Event Ahead of Apri

he much-awaited film
“Therachaapa”, pro-
duced by Kailash
Durgam under the
Ananya Creations
banner and directed by Joel
George, is all set for a grand
theatrical release on April
17. Featuring Naveenraj
sankarapu, Pooja Suhasini,
and Sreelu in lead roles, the

film also stars Rajeev
Kanakala, Prithviraj,
Jagadeesh Prathap
Bandari, Fish Venkat,

Jabardasth Ashok, Nagi,

Apparao, Rising Raju,
Rajesh Bhupathi, Naga
Vamsi, Srinivas Nesa,

Chandra, and many others
in pivotal roles.

With cinematography by
Azeem and Venkat, music
composed by Prajal Krish,
and background score by
M.L. Raja, the film has
already garnered strong
buzz through its songs, teas-
er, and trailer, all of which
have received an over-

whelming response. Editing
is handled by Raju
Bodasingi, while choreogra-
phy is by Jeevan George.

Ahead of its release, the
team organized a grand pre-
release event, attended by
the cast, crew, and promi-
nent guests from the indus-
try. Speaking at the event,
actor Rajeev Kanakala
appreciated producer
Kailash Durgam for his ded-
ication and belief in the

T\

project. He highlighted the
physical challenges faced
during the shoot, especially
filming barefoot on the
scorching beach, and
praised Naveen Raj for his
commitment and emotional
dedication to the film,
which he has dedicated to
his father.

Actor Prithviraj shared that
despite acting in many
films, “Therachaapa” holds
a special place in his heart,
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“Thimmarajupalli TV is a pure suspense drama.
The film keeps the audience on the edge of their
seats throughout, constantly making them wonder
what will happen next: director V. Muniraju

K

the film wunder

Jalandharr as the lead
pair, while V. Muniraju
makes his debut as a

ncouraging new talent, hero
Kiran Abbavaram is producing
his

Productions banner in associa-
tion with Sumaira Studios, with Teja
Velpucharla as co-producer. The film
introduces Sai Tej and Veda it

KA

Actor The

Kiran Abbavaram

film Meter, I met Kiran Abbavaram. He
asked me what I was working on, and I
told him about my demo film. He liked
it and asked about the story. After hear-
ing the script, he encouraged me to
develop it fully and said we could make
into a film. That’s
Thimmarajupalli TV began.

Thimmarajupalli TV is

how

story of

as it portrays the lives of
fishermen in a realistic
manner. He also expressed
happiness about sharing
screen space with his
daughter Sreelu. Actor
Naga Mahesh mentioned
that his role in the film is
unique and will present him
in a new light, while
Jagadeesh (Pushpa fame)
spoke about his bond with
Naveen Raj and the team’s
collective hard work.

director. Set against
a rural backdrop,
this period drama
is gearing up for a
grand theatrical
release on April
17th. In a recent
interview, the director
shared key highlights of
the film. Becoming a director

has always been my dream. After enter-
ing the industry, I started working in
online editing to earn a living. Over
time, I felt like I was drifting away from
my goal of direction. So I wrote a script,
went back to my village, and shot a
demo with local people. After return-
ing, I completed the post-production
work. Later, during the shoot of the

is encouraging new tal-
ent through his banner KA
Productions in association
with Sumaira Studios, pro-
ducing the film
“Thimmarajupalli
TV.”

inspired by incidents I
witnessed in my child-
hood. The characters,
their emotions, and my
personal experiences
are all reflected in the
film. When I wanted to
tell a story on screen, I
thought, why not make it
about my own village? When tel-
evision first arrived in our village, it
felt like a theater had come to us. This
is a story that many villages can
relate to. Anyone above 40 would
have experienced similar moments
related to television. While portray-
ing village life and human ego, the
film also delivers strong emotional
content toward the end.

ne upcoming pan-
O India film which
has been regularly
making headlines
due to frequent rumours
about its shooting formal-
ities is NTR’s much antic-
ipated action saga with
director Prashanth Neel.
Tentatively titled Dragon,
the big-budget entertainer
has been in the making
for nearly a year, but not
even a single poster or
glimpse has been
unveiled so far. Despite
not giving any update, the
team is maintaining that
the shooting is progress-
ing at a brisk pace. With
NTR’s birthday arriving
in just over a month, fans
have been waiting with a
bated breath for the first
glimpse from this film.

NTR’S BEAST MODE FOR
DRAGON LEAVES FANS STUNNED

N Ram Charan Stuns with
His Monstrous Wet Look

N

in a busy Asian market, and
somehow still the most
dangerous man in

the frame. Then he

walked

water. Slicked
his hair back.
Looked

straight
the

need

obody expected this.

A

dark long coat hold-

him, sharper, rawer and
more powerful than anything
seen before.

superstar in a

ing flowers and a dog

camera.
And said noth-
ing. He did not
to.
Esquire India April
2026 cover did not just

Look at every
frame
care-

Nobody
expected this. A
superstar in a dark
long coat holding flow-
ers and a dog in a busy
Asian market, and some-
how still the most dan-
gerous man in the
frame.

into

into

The
fully.
T h e

feature Global star Ram
Charan. It announced a com-
pletely different version of

navy double-
breasted long coat with a half-
open shirt and aviator glass-

es screams KGF-level swag-
ger. The thick beard, wet hair
slicked back, gold chain drip-
ping water from an infinity
pool with a city skyline
behind him, that is not a pho-
toshoot. That is a statement.
Showcasing an effortlessly
cool demeanor, the actor
looks breathtakingly sharp
in his latest photoshoot. The
aquatic shots reveal a raw,
magnetic intensity, while his
sophisticated  street-style
look exudes pure swag. His
ability to carry complex, styl-
ish looks with such ease is
truly commendable. This
magnetic off-screen persona
is naturally fueling the fire
for his highly awaited cine-
matic return in Peddi.
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