VOL No. XIV | ISSUE No. 92 MS

HYDERABAD | BENGALURU | CHENNAI | VIJAYAWADA | KOCHI

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

== [issence of the South ==

SCAN FOR
E-PAPER

OM NAMO

VENKATESAYA

10- 04-2026

Total pilgrims: 65,534
Tonsures: 24,560

Hundi kanukalu: 3.22CR
Waiting Compartments... 08

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens).. 6H
WEATHER

@ 38"

Precipitation: 5%
Humidity: 32%
Wind: 10 km/h

GOLD RATE ?
24K

1,55,180/-

ASHA BHOSLE HOSPITALIZED
AFTER SUFFERING
CARDIAC ARREST

Mumbai (TSIT) : Legendary
playback singer Asha Bhosle has
been admitted to the Breach
Candy Hospital in Mumbai after
she suffered a cardiac arrest on
Saturday. The 92-year-old singer
is currently undergoing treat-
ment in the Emergency Medical
Services unit. Breach Candy
Docter Pratit Samdani has shared
a statement saying, "Legendary
playback icon Asha Bhosale suf-
fered a cardiac arrest on
Saturday, April 10 and has been
admitted to Breach Candy
Hospital in Mumbai where she is
currently undergoing treatment
in the Emergency Medical
Services unit." One of the most
influential singers of her time,
Asha Bhosle, sang her first song
as a playback for the 1943 Marathi
drama "Majha Bal".

BJP STRATEGY WILL NOT
WORK IN BENGAL:
SHATRUGHAN SINHA

Patna (TSIT) : Veteran Bollywood
actor-turned-TMC MP Shatrughan
Sinha launched a sharp attack on the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), assert-
ing that its political strategies in West
Bengal would not succeed (cholbe na).
While interacting with the media per-
sons in Patna on Saturday,
Shatrughan Sinha referred to a recent
viral video and claimed that it con-
tains substantial truth
and has exposed alleged
" conspiracies by the BJP.
According to Sinha,
TMC General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee has,
through his astuteness, exposed the
BJP's '1,000-crore deal' scandal—an
impact of which is now visible across
the entire country.
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Bhatti flags delimitation
concerns, reaffirms social
justice commitment

Hyderabad TSIT: Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu on Saturday
expressed serious concerns over
the proposed delimitation of con-
stituencies based solely on the 2011
Census, warning that such a move
could weaken the political signifi-
cance of southern states.

Addressing the Mahatma Phule
Bicentenary celebrations at
Ravindra Bharati, the Deputy Chief
Minister said that ignoring caste
census data while undertaking
delimitation would adversely
impact weaker sections across the
country. He emphasized that south-
ern states, which are leading social
transformation, are being unfairly
treated in the distribution of cen-
tral tax revenues.

Highlighting disparities in tax
devolution, he pointed out that

Another 312 Indian
fishermen safely
evacuated from Iran to
India through Armenia:
EAM Jaishankar

New Delhi (TSIT) : External
Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar,
on Saturday said that another
312 Indian fishermen were safe-
ly evacuated from Iran to India
through Armenia. He further
thanked the government of
Armenia for making it possible.

EAM S. Jaishankar took to
social media 'X' and said,
"Another 312 Indian fishermen
safely evacuated from Iran to
India through Armenia. Thank
the Government of Armenia
and my friend Ararat Mirzoyan
for making it possible."Earlier
on April 5, a total of 345 Indian
fishermen stranded in Iran
amid the ongoing West Asia
conflict had arrived safely in
Chennai after being evacuated
through Armenia. According to
the Ministry of External
Affairs, the fishermen were
brought back as part of India’s
continued efforts to ensure the
safety of its nationals in the
conflict-affected region. EAM
Jaishankar, in a social media
post had expressed gratitude to
the Armenian government for
facilitating the evacuation and
thanked his counterpart
Ararat Mirzoyan for enabling
the safe transit of Indian
nationals from Iran to India
amid the conflict. Armenia
has been facilitating the evac-
uation of Indian nationals in
Iran.The MEA had said that
more than 1,200 Indian nation-
als have been safely evacuated
from Iran, out of which 996
moved to Armenia.
Meanwhile, the delegations
from the United States and
Iran reached Islamabad for
negotiations aimed at address-
ing the escalating tensions in
the Gulf region.
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Telangana receives only 37 paise
for every rupee contributed to the
Centre, while states like Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh receive significantly
higher returns. He termed this
imbalance as discriminatory and
detrimental to federal principles.
Calling for unity among Bahujan
communities, Bhatti Vikramarka
cautioned against attempts by feu-
dal forces to regain influence and
urged people to stand united in sup-
port of the people’s government.
On the issue of backward class
empowerment, he said the 42% BC
reservation bill in education,
employment, and political repre-
sentation is currently pending with
the Centre. He expressed hope that
the Centre would approve the bill
soon, enabling the state to imple-
ment it effectively. He also noted

20+ Karnataka MLAs to visit Delhi
amid reshufile buzz

Bengaluru (TSIT): Amid spec-
ulation over a cabinet reshuffle,
more than 20 senior MLAs of the
ruling Congress in Karnataka
are planning a visit to Delhi to
meet the party high command, a
move that has gained signifi-
cance against the backdrop of
the leadership tussle between
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Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister and
State Congress President D.K.
Shivakumar.The Congress gov-
ernment has completed three
years in power, and senior
MLAs who have been elected
three to five times are sensing
an opportunity.
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that Telangana has conducted a
caste survey, identifying 56% of the
population as belonging to back-
ward classes.The Deputy CM reit-
erated the government’s commit-
ment to social justice under the
leadership of A. Revanth Reddy,
stating that welfare policies are
being designed with a focus on
equitable development.

He further announced key initia-
tives in the education sector,
including the launch of Young
India Integrated Residential
Schools, expansion of welfare hos-
tels, and introduction of a breakfast
scheme for nearly 20 lakh govern-
ment school students from June 2.
He added that the state has allocat-
ed 13.5% of its budget to education,
reflecting its priority towards
building an inclusive society.
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PM Modi urges change of Bengal
regime ruling over lies for 15 years

Promises probe into corruption and justice for victims if BJP comes to power

Kolkata (TSIT): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in
the last of his three cam-
paign rallies in West Bengal
on Saturday amid the cru-
cial two-phase Assembly
polls in the state next
month, gave a call to the
people of the state to change
the Trinamool Congress
regime, which he said had
been ruling the people “over
lies” for the last 15 years.

He said, “You gave a
chance to the previous
Left Front regime for 34
years. Then you gave
three consecutive chances
to the Trinamool Congress
government, which ruled
over you for the last 15
years. They are winning
consecutive elections, just
making fake promises and
abusing me.

“But I want to ask you,
when there was no develop-
ment in the state for the last
15 years, then how could
there be any future develop-
ment if you give Trinamool
Congress another term of
five years? For the last 15
years, a ruling model of cor-
ruption and terror. So
change this regime this
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If the Bharatiya
Janata Party comes
to power, it will
probe corruption,
reopen major crime
cases, and ensure
justice, especially
for women.

—~NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

time, which has been ruling
on lies for the last 15 years.
Give us a chance for five
years.” The Prime Minister
was addressing a campaign
rally in Kushmandi, South
Dinajpur district, West
Bengal. Earlier, he
addressed two other cam-
paign rallies, first at Katwa
in East Burdwan district

Tejashwi Yadav alleges BJP-RSS trying to
replace democracy with dictatorship

Patna (TSIT) RJD leader
Yadav on
Saturday alleged that the
BJP and RSS were
attempting to change the
Constitution, and replace
democracy with dictator-
ship. Addressing a pro-

gramme organised by the
RJD minority cell in
Patna, the leader of the
opposition in the assem-
bly called on party work-
ers for a united fight
against “adversaries of
the Constitution”.

and the other at Jangipur in
Murshidabad district.

Speaking on the occasion,
he also said that if the BJP
comes to power in West
Bengal, it would constitute
a special committee with
representation from retired
judges of the Supreme Court
to reveal instances of cor-
ruption and other related
misrule during the 15 years
of the Trinamool Congress
regime.

“The said committee will
ensure justice for the vic-
tims of such misrule and
corruption. Our sole aim is
to bring out the people of
West Bengal from this con-
stant feeling and assure
them of future development
and peace,” PM Modi said.

He also said that after
coming to power, the first
task of the BJP govern-
ment in West Bengal will
be to reopen all the rape
and rape-and-murder-
related files in the state.
“This is my guarantee to
the women of West Bengal.
Each such file will be
reopened, and every cul-
prit will be accounted for,”
PM Modi said.

US-Iran negotiations
begin in Islamabad:
[ranian media

Islamabad (TSIT): Iranian media con-
firmed Saturday evening, Pakistan
time, that the negotiations between
Iran and the US side have begun in
Islamabad. Iran's semi-official Tasnim
News Agency reported that implement-
ing a ceasefire in Lebanon.
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CM Revanth Pays Floral Tribute to
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule in Delhi

New Delhi, TSIT:
Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy paid
rich floral tributes to
social reformer Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule on the
occasion of his Jayanti at
his residence in New Delhi
on Saturday.

Chief Minister offered
floral homage to the por-
trait of Mahatma Phule,
remembering his invalu-
able contributions towards
social justice, education,
and upliftment of margin-
alized communities. He
lauded Phule’s relentless
efforts in fighting social
discrimination and pro-
moting equality in society.

On the occasion,
Member of Parliament
Mallu Ravi also paid trib-
utes to Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule by offering flowers
to his portrait. He
recalled Phule’s pioneer-
ing role in empowering
the oppressed and spread-
ing awareness on educa-

tion and social reforms.
Leaders noted that the
ideals and teachings of

TPCC Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud Targets
Opposition, Highlights Welfare and
Development Initiatives

Mulugu TSIT: Telangana
Pradesh Congress Committee
(TPCC) President and MLC
Mahesh  Kumar  Goud
launched a sharp attack on
the opposition while high-
lighting the state govern-
ment’s welfare and develop-
ment agenda during his
address in Mulugu.

He remarked that govern-
ments may come and go, but

political parties remain per-
manent. Criticizing former

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao, he
alleged that the previous
regime pushed the state into a
debt of Rs.8 lakh crore while
remaining confined to a farm-
house.Highlighting the cur-
rent government’s initiatives,
he said several historic wel-
fare schemes are being imple-
mented, including free bus
travel for women and distri-
bution of fine rice to the poor.
He stated that Rs.600 crore has
been allocated for land acqui-
sition under the Devadula Lift

Irrigation Scheme and
announced plans to establish
medical and nursing colleges
in the district.

Praising Minister
Seethakka, he said her jour-
ney from armed struggle to
serving as a minister reflects
dedication to public service.
He also noted that the recent
Global Summit attracted
investments worth over Rs.5
lakh crore to the
state.

Goud alleged that
corruption within
the previous regime
is evident from issues
surrounding  the
Kaleshwaram  Lift
Irrigation Project,
blaming it on mis-
management and cor-
rupt practices. He further
accused political families of
internal conflicts driven by
power struggles.

Taking aim at the
Bharatiya Janata Party, he
said the party has failed to
deliver tangible benefits to
Telangana over the past
decade and has no significant
future in the state. He alleged
that profitable public sector
enterprises were handed
over to corporate giants like
Mukesh Ambani and Gautam
Adani, and criticized BJP
leaders for mixing religion
with politics.

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
continue to inspire genera-
tions and remain highly

Telangana

relevant in building an
inclusive and equitable
society.

CONGRESS TO MAKE STRONG GAINS IN TN DMK
ALLIANCE SET TO RETAIN POWER: UTTAM

o

Chennai TSIT
Senior AICC observ-
er and Telangana
Minister N. Uttam

Kumar Reddy
expressed  confi-
dence that the

Congress party will
register significant
gains in the upcom-
ing Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections,

while asserting that the DMK-led
alliance is poised to retain power.

Speaking after a crucial strate-
gy meeting with senior party
leaders and constituency-wise
AICC observers, Uttam Kumar
Reddy said the discussions
focused on strengthening cam-
paign coordination, assessing
preparedness,
and ensuring effective ground-

organisational

level execution.

He noted that the alliance
between the Indian National
and the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam remains
robust and well-positioned for
victory in the polls scheduled for
April 23. The Congress is contest-
ing 28 seats as part of the alli-

Congress

Dr Soumya Mishra Calls for Women to Lead
from the Front at ‘Emerge’ Summit

Hyderabad, TSIT:
Telangana Prisons
Department Director

General Soumya Mishra
emphasized that women
must rise as leaders rather
than remain mere partici-
pants to achieve inclusive
and sustainable develop-
ment.Speaking at the
‘Emerge’ Summit on
women leadership devel-
opment, organized by the
Hyderabad Management
Association in association
with the All India
Management Association
in Begumpet, she high-
lighted that leadership is
about creating impact and
driving transformation.
The summit, held under

De-Addiction Centres Launched in 35 Government
Hospitals Minister Damodar Raja Narasimha

Hyderabad, April 11:
Telangana Health Minister
Damodar Raja Narasimha
on Saturday launched de-
addiction centres in 35 gov-
ernment general hospitals
across the state, marking a
major step towards tackling
substance abuse as a public
health issue. The initiative
was formally inaugurated at
Gandhi Hospital, where the
Minister also inspected the
newly established facilities.

Addressing a state-level
awareness programme
organised by the Drug
Control Authority, the
Minister said that addiction
to drugs and intoxicants can
be completely overcome
with timely treatment and
proper counselling. He
emphasized that support
from family members and
friends plays a crucial role in
helping individuals recover
and reintegrate into normal
life.The de-addiction centres
will provide comprehensive
services including screen-
ing, treatment, counselling,
and follow-up care. Special

intoxication care units have
also been set up to ensure
dedicated medical attention
for affected individuals.

The Minister reiterated
that the government will not
tolerate the misuse of drugs
and medicines. Strict action
will be taken against the ille-
gal sale of medicines, partic-
ularly those being abused as
intoxicants, including anti-
biotics. He also warned
against the growing threat of
Anti-Microbial Resistance
due to indiscriminate use of
antibiotics.

Highlighting Telangana’s
prominence as a global phar-
maceutical hub, he noted
that the state houses over
1,500 manufacturing units,
80 testing centres, and more
than 50,000 medical shops.
Medicines and vaccines pro-
duced in Telangana are
widely used across the
world, and maintaining
quality and safety standards
remains a top priority.

He further stated that reg-
ular inspections are being
conducted statewide, and

stringent action is being
taken against those involved
in the sale of spurious or
substandard drugs. The gov-
ernment has also strength-
ened enforcement mecha-
nisms through systems like
EAGLE to curb drug-related
crimes effectively.

Calling for a collective
effort, the Minister urged
pharmacists to ensure
responsible dispensing of
medicines strictly based on
prescriptions, and appealed
to the public not to stigma-
tize individuals suffering
from addiction, but instead
encourage them to seek
treatment.“Prevention is
better than cure. Let us work
together to build a healthy,
drugfree Telangana,” the
Minister said.On the occa-
sion, awareness posters
were released, and students
who excelled in related com-
petitions were awarded. The
Minister also felicitated jour-
nalists for their role in
spreading awareness about
health initiatives under the
Praja Palana-Pragati Plan.

the theme “From Women
Development to Women-
Led Development,” fea-
tured discussions on
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
policy, entrepreneurship,
corporate leadership, and
wellness. Experts from
diverse fields shared their
perspectives on empower-
ing women in the evolving
global and corporate land-
scape.

Dr Soumya Mishra stat-
ed that women should step
into leadership roles
across corporate and busi-
ness sectors and showcase
their capabilities. She
stressed that empower-
ment goes beyond partici-
pation and requires

women to actively influ-
ence decision-making pro-
cesses.

HMA President Alwala
Devender Reddy noted
that women’s representa-
tion is steadily increasing
across education, competi-
tive exams, and startups.
He remarked that women
today are not just occupy-
ing positions but are capa-
ble of transforming sys-
tems, with Telangana
emerging as a frontrunner
in women empowerment.

Kamineni  Hospitals
COO Gayatri Kamineni
spoke on balancing family
and professional success,
while Futuristic City
Director Karuna Gopal
encouraged women to
embrace entrepreneur-
ship and seize emerging
opportunities.

Google India executive
Chitra Sood highlighted
the importance of technol-
ogy, Al, and policy aware-
ness for women to thrive
in the corporate world.

The summit also hosted
panel discussions on over-
coming corporate barriers
and demonstrating effec-
tive leadership, with par-
ticipation from industry
leaders, professionals, and
students.

Collector, GWMC Commissioner
Chahat Bajpai meeting with a group of
German financial representatives

WARANGAL, April 11,
TSIT Hanumakonda
District Collector and
Municipal Commissioner
Chahat Bajpai met at the
GWMC headquarters on
Saturday after a group of
representatives of a
German financial organi-
zation, which has been vis-
iting Greater Warangal
city for the past two days,
examined the aspects
related to the establish-
ment of underground

drainage system.
On this occasion, the del-

egation expressed their
views based on the obser-
vations made in various
parts of the city and made
several suggestions on the
issues of improvement of
underground drainage
system and implementa-
tion of modern methods.
She said that the reports
related to the subjects
studied at the field level in
the city have been collect-

ed and their reports will be
submitted to the govern-
ment.

Later, the District
Collector said that they
will involve the stakehold-
ers in the city development
programmes and hold
meetings with the public
representatives and
receive their suggestions
and advice.

In this meeting, the
members of the German
delegation were Dr. Rao
Parimal, In-charge Joint
Collector Srinivas Rao,

Chief Health Officer
Ramesh, In-charge City
Planner Ravindra
Radekar, Deputy
Commissioners
Prasannarani, Birru
Srinivas, Municipal
Health Officer Dr Rajesh,
Executive Engineers
Mahender, Ravikumar,
Madhavilatha, Santhosh
Babu and other officials
were present.

ance.

Committee

cantly,

the state.
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Uttam Kumar Reddy, who has
been appointed as AICC Senior
Observer for Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, is also serving as
one of the star campaigners and
is closely monitoring campaign
strategies and preparations.

The meeting was attended by
senior AICC observer Mukul
Wasnik, Tamil Nadu Congress
president K.
Selvaperunthagai, along with
several other key leaders.

He expressed optimism that
the Congress will improve its
electoral performance signifi-
contributing to the
alliance’s overall success in
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BALAKRISHNA INAUGURATES
ISDE INDIA EDITION 2026 IN
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad TSIT: Nandamuri Balakrishna
inaugurated the ISDE India Edition 2026,
an international conference on esophageal
cancer, held in India for the first time at
The Westin, Madhapur.

The two-day event is jointly organised by
the International Society for Diseases of the
Esophagus and the Basavatarakam Indo-
American Cancer Hospital & Research

Institute, marking the hospital’s Silver

cancer care.

Jubilee celebrations.

Over 150 oncologists from across the world
are participating, discussing advanced
treatments and innovations in esophageal

Balakrishna said the conference reflects
India’s growing role in global oncology and
emphasized the need for accessible, high-
quality cancer treatment for all.

Telangana Finishes Runner-Up in U-15 at
National Indoor Rowing Championship

Hyderabad,  April  1I:
Telangana put up a commend-
able show at the 1st All India
Indoor Rowing Championship
held in Cuttack, Odisha, from
April 8 to 11, 2026, securing the
runner-up position in the U-15
category.The state team deliv-
ered a strong performance by
winning a total of 7 medals,
including 2 gold, 3 silver, and 2
bronze, reflecting the growing
standards of sports training
and talent in Telangana.
Participants from Telangana
Sports School, Telangana
Tribal Sports School, and
Hyderabad city represented
the state and played a crucial

dotel dd Canara Bar

Ref:2752/ARMB/SARFAESI/SN/LALITHA U/SN/04

SALE NOTICE

crm T w1

role in the medal tally with
their dedication and competi-
tive spirit.Sports Minister
Vakiti Srihari Mudhiraj,
Advisor A. P.Jithender Reddy,
Sports Authority Chairman
K.Shivasena Reddy, and
Managing Director Dr.A.Soni
Bala Devi congratulated the

young athletes for their
impressive achievement.They
appreciated the players for
bringing laurels to the state
and encouraged them to con-
tinue their hard work and aim
for higher honours at future
national and international
competitions.

ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH

HYDERABAD (DP CODE: 2752) HYDERABAD CIRCLE OFFICE,
10-3-163&10-3-163/A, PLOT NO. 85, BESIDERAILNILAYAM,

5.D.ROAD, SECUNDERABAD-500026.
E-mail:cb2752@canarabank.com

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
proviso to Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

DATE & TIME OF AUCTION : 28-04-2026, 11.30 A.M. TO 12.30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor
(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of ARM
Branch (2752), Hyderabad, Canara Bank for follow up, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is
what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 28-04-2026 for recovery of Rs.40,73,087.01 (Rupees
Forty Lakh Seventy Three Thousand Eighty Seven and Paise One Only) Contractual dues as
on 31-03-2026 plus interest w.e.f 01-04-2026 and Bank charges, costs there on due to the ARM
Branch (2752) of Canara Bank from Mrs. Lalitha Upadhyay, W/o. Jitender Lal Upadhyay
(Borrower) and Sri. Kunal A Dholakia, S/o. Atul N Dholakia (Guarantor).

Date: 08-04-2026

Details and full description of the Properties
All that the Two bed room Flat bearing No. 2 located in Ground Floor of GIRIDHAR HOMES
Apartments with a plinth area of 1030 Sq.ft with undivided and unspecified share of 30Sq yards or
25.08 Sqg. mtrs of site constructed on total land admeasuring 802.3 Sq.Yards or 670.79 Sq. mtrs
bearing T.S No 453, Municipal Assessment No. 8561/A & 8561/B-Present Assessment No. 22453
with door No 5-21-68/ A&B, Old Ward No 2 Block No 7, Brodipet 2/12 line, situated at Guntur City,
Guntur-District, Guntur Sub-District Andhra Pradesh and bounded by: BOUNDARIES of PLOT:
NORTH: Property of D Vasu Devaratnam 64.03 ft., SOUTH: Apartment Compound Wall-90.00 ft.,
EAST: Property of K KLrishnaveni-122.03 ft., WEST: 12TH Cross Brodipet-50.00 ft., AGAIN
WEST: Property of D Vasu Devaratnam-63.00 ft., AGAIN NORTH: Brodipet 2nd Line -36.06 ft.
BOUNDARIES OF FLAT: NORTH: Corridor, SOUTH: Open to Sky, EAST: Open to Sky, WEST:
Open to Sky. CERSAI ID: 400017516564.

RESERVE PRICE Rs. 35,66,000/-
(With unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale)
THE EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT SHALL BE DEPOSITED ON OR BEFORE 27-04-2026 by 5:00 pm.

EMD Rs.3,56,600/-

Bid Multiplies: 50,000/-

The Property can be inspected Date & Time : 24-04-2026 between 10.00 AM and 5.00 PM.

*No Known Encumbrances to the Knowledge of the Bank. However, the intending bidders should
make their own independent inquiries / due diligence regarding the encumbrances, title of property
put on auction and claims /rights / dues affecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. For
detailed terms and conditions of the sale pleaserefer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's
website (www.canarabank.com), e-mail id: cb2752@canarabank.com or may contact Chief Manager,
ARM Branch, Hyderabad, Ph.No.040-27725259 / 27725260 / 83 /85 during office hours on any
waorking day. Mode of Auction : Online Electronic Bidding. Details of Auction Service Provider: M/s.
PSB Alliance Pvt.Ltd (baanknet) Contact Numbers 8291220220, E-mail:support.baanknet@
psballiance.com,Website: https://baanknet.com

Date: 11-04-2026, Place: Hyderabad.

Sd/- Authorised Officer, CANARA BANK

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

SHRIRAM

Finance

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the borrowers/co-borrowers/guarantors/ mentioned hereunder had availed the financial assistance from SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD,
(Formerly known as Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited, subsequently Shriram
Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance Limited) We state that despite having availed the financial assistance, the
bomowers/guarantors have committed various defaults in repayment of interest and principal amounts as per due dates. The account has been
classified as Non-Performing Asset in accordance with the directives/guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of India, consequent to the Authorized
Officer of SHRIRAM FIMANCE LTD. under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
&amp; in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Motices
on respective dates mentioned herein below under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 calling upon the following borrowers fguarantors
Imortgagors to repay the amount mentioned in the notices together with further interest at the contractual rate on the amount mentioned in the notices
and incidental expenses, cost, charges etc. until the date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of notices. The notices issued to them on
their last known addresses have returmed un-served and as such they are hereby informed by way of public notice about the same. The borrower’s
attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 ofthe Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assels.

Registered Office: Sri.Towers, PlotNo.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032,
Administrative office: 6th Floor(level 2}, Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur
Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

NAME OF THE BORROWER(S)/ Co-Borrower(S)/Guarantors

1) Bheem Reddy Ravinder Reddy, S/0: Bheemreddy Bhagavanthareddy, Age: 52 Years, Occ: Self Employee, RIO
H No: 1-84, Anajipuram Village, Mothkur Mandal, Near Podiched Road Mothkur Road, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist-508285,
BIO: Proprietor OF Srilaxmi Mini Modren Rice Mill, Anajipuram Village, Mothkur Mandal, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist-
501512, 9704823925, 2) Bheemreddy Swapna, W/O: Bheem Reddy Ravinder Reddy, Age: 50 Years, Occ: House
Wife, R/O : H No: 1-84, Anajipuram Village, Mothkur Mandal, Podiched Road, Mothkur Road, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist-
508285, 8106529046. 3) Mamhad Ahamed @ Alias Ahamadh Mahamad, S/0: Mahamad Moulana, Age: 68 Years,
Occ: Govt Employee, R/O : H No: 5-6, Pothaigadda Village, Mothkur Mandal, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist-500003, O/0:
Apcpdel” Working As A"Line Inspector”, Mothukur Village& Mandal, Yadadri -Bhongiri Dist, 500003, 9948502064,

....Barrowers/Co-borrower /Guarantors/Legal heirs

NPA DATE 30-04-2014
DATE OF
DEMAND NOTICE
04-02-2026
OUTSTANDING
AMOUNT Rs.44,99,620/-
LOAN AMOUNT
Rs.6,00,000/-

BHONGTF1308140001- D

iption Of The |

b, Pr,_

In the circumstances as aforesaid, the notice is hereby given to the above borrowers, co-borrowers andf or their guarantors (where ever
applicable) to pay the oulstanding dues as mentioned above along with future interest and applicable charges within 60 days from the date of the
publication of this notice failing which further steps will be taken after the expiry of 60 days of the date of this notice against the secured assets
including taking possession of the secured assets of the borrowers and the mortgagors under Section 13(4) of Securitization and Re-construction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and the applicable rules there under.

Please note that under Section 13 (13) of the said Act, no Borrower shall, transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise any of his secured assets
referred toin the notice, without prior written consent of the secured creditor.

y:Residential Zone In Surevey No. 14/E, Block No._ Open Plot No__, Covered
By An Area Of 605 Sq.Yards, Equivalent To 505.85 Sq.Mts, Situated At Anjipuram Village, Mothkur Revebue Mandal, Nalgonda District Measuring
East.00 Ft., West 90 Ft., North 60f., South 60 Ft And Bounded As Follows: Towards East: Podichedu To Mothkur Road; Towards West: Polt Of
Bheemreddy Ravinder Reddy ( Settele),(Present: Open Plot ); Towards North: Plot Of M. Balakrishna Reddy, (Present: Plot Of Yugender Reddy
And House No 1-83); Towards South: Plot Of Bheem Reddy Ravinder Reddy  Settle), { Present: Open Plot).

Dated: 11-04-2026
Place: YADADRI-BHONGIRI

Sd/-Authorized Officer
SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD.
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St ron g Wa rn i n g A gai n St B ase l ess RAICC Observer Harkara Uenugopal Rao Pays Tribute to Mahatma Jyotirao Phule in Nanded

BU]TERM'LK D'STR'BUT'UN Nanded  TSIT: Harkara contributions of Mahatma
Venugopal Rao participated in . Phule. Leaders highlighted
AI I e gat i o 1] s o 1] M i 1] i ste Y seet h a kka the celebrations marking the e.# Phule’s relentless efforts

towards promoting social equal-
ity and the importance of educa-
tion, stating that his ideals con-
tinue to inspire generations in
building an inclusive society..

birth anniversary of Jyotirao
Phule in Nanded city,
Maharashtra, and paid rich trib-
utes to the social reformer. On
the occasion, city, North and

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

South Congress presidents,
along with several senior lead-
ers, attended the programme
and remembered the invaluable

Hyderabad, April 11: Senior
Congress leader Indira
Shobhan has issued a strong
warning to BRS leaders over
what she termed as “baseless
and malicious allegations”
against Minister Seethakka,
asserting that such mudsling-
ing politics will not be toler-
ated.

Addressing the media,
Indira Shobhan criticized
BRS leader Krishank for
making inconsistent claims
regarding the Anganwadi
mobile phone tender issue.
Shepointed out that Krishank
initially alleged an Rs. 8 crore
scam and later claimed it to
be Rs. 30 crore, exposing con-
tradictions in his statements.
She further said his claims
about phone pricing were

lower price compared to
several other states.

Defending Minister
Seethakka, Indira Shobhan
said targeting her charac-
ter for political mileage
was highly condemnable.
She described Seethakka
as a leader who rose from
humble beginnings and
continues to work tireless-
ly for the welfare of the
poor with integrity.

She warned that if
defamatory campaigns and
social media trolling con-
tinue without evidence,
legal action would be initi-
ated against those respon-
sible, including Krishank
and other BRS leaders. She
advised the opposition to
pursue legal channels if

SHHIHA M Registered Office: Sri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032,
Finance Administrative office: 6th Floor(level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli,
Navi Mumbai-400710.

Karimnagar, April 11, TSIT : Renowned physi-
cian Dr. Raghuraman launched the buttermilk
distribution programme which is organized
every Saturday under the auspices of
Annapurna Seva Samiti in the local weekly
market area. Members of Annapurna Seva
Samiti participated in this programme. This
buttermilk distribution programme is being
conducted simultaneously in Choppadandi
and Sultanabad along with Karimnagar. The
members of the Seva Samiti said that they
have been distributing Anna Prasad on every
Amavasya day for the past seven months.

KITS WARANGAL HOSTS

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the borrowers/co-borrowers/guarantors/ mentioned hereunder had availed the financial assistance from SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD,
(Formerly known as Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited, subsequently Shriram
Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance Limited) We state that despite having availed the financial assistance, the
borrowersfguarantors have committed various defaults in repayment of interest and principal amounts as per due dates. The account has been
classified as Non-Performing Asset in accordance with the directives/guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of India, consequent to the Authorized
Officer of SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 &
in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notices on
respective dates mentioned herein below under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 calling upon the following borrowers /guarantors
Imortgagors to repay the amount mentioned in the notices together with further interest at the contractual rate on the amount mentioned in the
notices and incidental expenses, cost, charges etc. until the date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of notices., The notices issued
tothem on their last known addresses have returned un-served and as such they are hereby informed by way of public notice about the same., The
borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13ofthe Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

NAME OF THE BORROWER(S)/ Co-Borrower(S)/Guarantors

1) Katika Vulukunda Madhu, S/o: Katika Vulukunda Ramchandraji, Age: 42 Years, Occ: Self Employee, Rfo; H.no:
5-84, Be Colony, Balanagar (m), Mahabubnagar-509202, Blo: Proprietor Of "madhu Construction”, At # Same As| DATE OF DEMAND
Resi Address, 9393977896., 2) KV Madhavi @ Alias K Madhavi, W/o: K.v. Madhu, Age: 36 Years, Occ: Housewife,| NOTICE: 13.02.2026
Rfo: H.no: 5-84, Be Colony, Balanagar (m), Mahabubnagar-509202, 8032220757., 3) K Richyanayak @ Alias [ OUSTANDING AMOUNT:

were invited in November
2025 for 38,130 mobile phones
through the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal
in the presence of an expert
committee. While the Centre
fixed the price at Rs. 11,800,
the State government pro-
cured the devices at Rs. 11,650
each.

NPA DATE: 31.12.2020

. . . . Katravath Bichya, Sio: K.bhadrya @ K Badri, Age: 46 Years, Occ: Self Employee, Rfo: H.no: 6-29, Balanagar, Rs.5684609/-
HACKSTORM-2026 WITH 36 TEAMS misleading, as he earlier She added that the pack- they have proof, instead of = | manabubnagar - 509202, Blo: Proprietor Of "water Plant Business", At # Same As Resi Address, 9948734350,  LOAN AMOUNT:
alleged a purchase price of ageincluded multiple addi- resorting to personal B ICo-b IGuarantors/Legal heirs Rs.1500000/-
Rs. 11,999 per unit, whilelater ~ tional components such as attacks.Indira Shobhan PROPERTY ADDRESS OF SECURED ASSETS- SHIVMTF1901310004- DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY_:All That The Plot

-

J stating he bought a similar
phone for Rs. 8,249.
Clarifying the facts, she
stated that the procurement
was carried out transparent-
ly under the Central
Government’s Poshan
Abhiyaan scheme. Tenders

No.303, Admeasuring 560 Sq.yards Or Equivelant To 468.16 Sq.mtrs, In Survey No.69, Situated At Balanagar Village, Balanagar Mandal,
Mahabubnagar Dist And Bounded As Follows: Towards East: 20 Feet Road., Towards West: Remaning Sy.no.68 & 70., Towards North: Remaining
Sy. No.69., Towards South: Plot Of Heru Naik.

In the circumstances as aforesaid, the notice is hereby given to the above borrowers, co-borrowers and/ or their guarantors (where ever
applicable) to pay the outstanding dues as mentioned above along with future interest and applicable charges within 60 days from the date of the
publication of this notice failing which further steps will be taken after the expiry of 60 days of the date of this notice against the secured assets|
including taking possession of the secured assets of the borrowers and the mortgagors under Section 13(4) of Securitization and Re-construction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and the applicable rules there under.

Please note that under Section 13 (13) of the said Act, no Borrower shall, transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise any of his secured
assets referred to in the notice, without prior written consent of the secured creditor.
Dated: 11.04.2026

Place: MAHABUBNAGAR

Shadnagar Police Crack ‘Barish Puja’ Scam, Two Arrested

RANGAREDDY : Shadnagar = TR ‘

emphasized that insulting
a woman leader, especially
one from a tribal back-

a power adapter, USB
cable, protective accesso-
ries, and a two-year Mobile
Device Management sys- ground, for political gain
tem, making the procure- is unacceptable and
ment cost-effective. warned that such actions
Telangana, she said, would have serious conse-
secured the devices at a  quences.

Sdl-Authorized Officer
SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD.

Warangal (TSIT) : Kakatiya Institute of Technology
andScience Warangal conducted HACKSTORM-2026,
a 24-hour hackathon for B.Tech students, with par-
ticipation from 36 teams across Telangana.The event
was inaugurated by Prof. Manchala Sadanandam,
who stressed innovation and entrepreneurship in
engineering. Guest of honour Yaganteeshwarudu
from Deloitte encouraged students to focus on creat-
ing technologies.Principal Prof. K. Ashoka Reddy
said the event enhanced technical and problem-
solving skills. Faculty and over 200 students attend-

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

SHRIRAM

Finance

Registered Office: Sri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032,
Administrative office: 6th Floor(level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur
Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the borrowers/co-borrowers/guarantors/ mentioned hereunder had availed the financial assistance from SHRIRAM FINANCE
LTD, (Formerly known as Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited,
subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance Limited) We state that despite having availed
the financial assistance, the borrowers/guarantors have committed various defaults in repayment of interest and principal amounts as
per due dates. The account has been classified as Non-Performing Asset in accordance with the directives/guidelines issued by
Reserve Bank of India, consequent to the Authorized Officer of SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. under Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 & in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) read with Rule 3

police have uncovered an
inter-district fraud network
that cheated unsuspecting
people by promising to mul-
tiply their money through
so-called “Barish pujas.”
Two persons have been
arrested, and Rs.6 lakh in

ed the programme. CaSh.along with a car and of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notices on respective dates mentioned herein below under Section
mobile phones have been 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 calling upon the following borrowers /guarantors /mortgagors to repay the amount mentioned in the
PHULE BIRTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED seized. notices together with further interest at the contractual rate on the amount mentioned in the notices and incidental expenses, cost,

According to police the vic- charges etc. until the date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of notices. The notices issued to them on their last known
b

WITH TRIBUTES IN SANGAREDDY tim, Makbool Basha, by Ram Mohan and Venu  victims were then confined Stenton sinited o provsons ot su secio 8 feston 130 heAch inrespectof e e oredeem hesoouedzsoes.

mechanic from an en to Paradise inside before the accused fle
- Kanchikacherla in NTR dis- Colony. Later, Kanakavalli the scene. NAME OF THE BORROWER(S)! Co-Borrower(S)/Guarantors

trict, came into contact with Brahmaiah alias Anna Based on a complaint, police 1) Riyaz Khan Mohammed, S/O:Ahmed Khian Mohammed, Age: 39 Years, Occ: Seff Employee, RIO: HNo:12:2-76, NPA DATE 31-03-2019
Koteswara Rao through his Reddy and Ravi alias Madhu  launched an investigation giﬂg&”ﬁ'ﬁ% _‘F‘ﬁ’35"“E:?;ptzf‘aaa’:m‘?“%migﬁemﬁghméﬁfmeﬁegadggg&f DEMAND NBTICE
friend Krishna. The accused joined them and shifted the under the supervision of ?41535?103_2}' Bibi Rizwana Eegun';, WIO: Riyaz Khan Mohamma?' Age: 33'\(&3@' Oce: Housewte, RIO: HNo: 13-02-2026
convinced him that his victim to a villa at CSK Commissioner K. Sudheer 12279, Muradnagar, Mehadipatnam, Near Mehdipatnam Bus Stop, Hyderabad-500008, 9666540778.3) N ﬂM(%m -
money could be tripled Villas. After confirming the Babu, DCP C.H. Sirisha, and Satyanarayana, SIO: Yadagir, Age: 62 Years, RIO: HNo: 12:2417/1/3, Ground Floor, Mahaveer Nagar, Gudi |~ | AN AMOUNT
through special rituals and cash under the guise of con- S. Lakshminarayana. The Malkapur, Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad-500028, 9948750509........Borrowers/Co-borrower [Guarantors/Legal heirs Rs.8,00,000/-
asked him to travel to ducting rituals, the gang car- probe was handled by Rural SHIVMTF1807300001- DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY: All That The Plot No.48, 49 & 50, In Survey Nos.95 & 132,

Admeasuring 389 Sq. Yards Or 325.20 Sq. Meters, Situated At Green Park City, Kethireddy Pally Village And Grampanchayath, Balanagar
Revenue Mandal, Mahabubnagar Dist And Bounded As Follows: Towards East: 25'-0' Wide Road; Towards West: Other's Land; Towards Morth:
Road; Towards South: Other's Land.

ried out the robbery.
At the villa, four masked

Inspector Srinivasulu and CI
Seetharam, with the crime

Shadnagar. Believing their

Sangareddy: The 200th birth anniversary of | claims, Basha reached the

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule was celebrated with town on April 2 with Rs.9 men barged in, threatened team using CCTV footage In the circumstances as aforesaid, the notice is hereby given o the above borrowers, co-borrowers and/ or their guarantors (where ever applicable)
tributes, highlighting his role in social equality lakh. the victim with weapons, and technical evidence to to pay mee[mstandin_g d;ies as mentioned above along with future inflerest and ?pplicable tha_rges within 60 days from the date of the publication of
and women’s education.Nirmala Jaggareddy On arrival, he was picked up and took away the cash. The identify the suspects. this notice failing which further steps will be taken after the expiry of 60 days of the date of this notice against the secured assets including taking

possession of the secured assets of the borrowers and the mortgagors under Section 13(4) of Securitization and Re-construction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 and the applicable rules there under.

Please note that under Section 13 (13) of the said Act, no Borrower shall, transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise any of his secured assets
referred to in the notice, without prior written consent of the secured creditor.

and P. Praveenya said Phule’s efforts laid the
foundation for women’s progress and equal
rights. They urged youth to follow his ideals.
Officials highlighted government initiatives for

CP, Collectors inspect de-addiction
ncloding hostel Tavlies and. study stpport centre at MGM Hospital

Cultural programmes marked the occasion. ) s

FOLLOW PHULE'S IDEALS FOR SOCIAL WARANGAL, April 1L -

TSIT : Saturday as part of the

Sdl-Authorized Officer
SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD.

Dated: 11-04-2026
Place: HYDERABAD

CAN FIN HOMES LTD

CanFin Homes Lid

(SOONSIN: CAMNARA BANK)

Branch: 3-11-114, Plot No-2, 1st floor, Sri Nilayam, RTC Colony, LB Nagar
Hyderabad-500074 Phone No-040-49501072//7625079163

DEVELOPMENT: MLA IYLAIAH gg(iiggzss pgélmm“ifsa;fgf:; 9 Drvem ms Fouhy Email:lbnagar@canfinhomes.com CIN No. L85110KA1987PLC008699
% Vadadri Bhoneir | S t Singh W 1 POSSESSION NOTICE (for immovable property) [(Rule 8(1)]
adadr1 Ongl_r' ]jlnp_ree ngn, aranga The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Can Fin Homes Ltd. under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Government Whip District Collector Dr. Satya Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of the powers under the said Actand Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued
and Alair MLA Sharada and Hanumakonda ademand notice on the below mentioned dates calling upon the fallowing borrower(s)fco-borrowers/guarantors to repay the amount mentioned in
. .. the notice with further interest at contractual rates till date of realization within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers
Beerla  Iylaiah | Collector Chahat Bajpai having failed o repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
called for striving _]Oll’lﬂy 1nspected the de- property described herein below, against each borrower, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the
towards social addiction center set up at Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on dates mentioned hereinafter.
development by MGM Hospital in Warangal. :l- Name of borrowers Description of the property Date of  |OQutstanding | Date of
drawing inspira- On this occasion, a review 0 and guarantors e eetico (amou iy [Bos eSS Ton
tion from Mahatma Jyotirao Phule. At Phule’sbirth | was conducted with the offi- 1 | METIRUMALA SATISH [All that the Semi-Finished Flat No.103in First Fioor,of Rs.45,18,460)- | 10th day of
anniversary event in Bhuvanagiri, leaders includ- | cials on the medical services, e : KUMAR, i |t common aroms  Cor parktng resiopuny | 22 22:20%8 ool Aprilofthe
ing Kumbham Anil Kumar Reddy paid tributes and rehabilitation programmes need to get rid of addictions  measures to provide compre- REDDY and with undivided share of land admeasuring 61.89 Sq.Yds., Lakh Eighteen| Y*27“°%*
highlighted his contributions to education, equali- and facilities provided to the  and adopt a healthy lifestyle. hensive help to the victims. Mrs.KOTLA or 3:!.74 mlrs&edom gl total ﬂgﬁﬁ;ﬁr@m%@fg Th‘;i“:::r"e:“”'
ty, and women’s empowerment.Speakers noted | patients at the center. District Collector Dr. Satya The winners of the Sports ROk gﬁm e ag:’m Moricaity Ctogar Sixty Only)
Phule’s role in promoting girls’ education and The CP suggested that Sharada directed the con- and Game Essay Writing Mandal, Medchal-Malkajgiri District, Telangana , Under
social justice, urging people to follow his ideals. counseling should be con- cerned officials to further  Competitions organized for Efs? t%f&?;d&ﬂﬁg %ﬁf;ﬁdﬂaﬂﬁ
Cultural performances and participation from offi- | ducted to give the patients improve the services of de-  the nursing staff were felici- Owners Land NORTH: Neighbour's Land SOUTH:
cials and public representatives marked the event. the mental strength they addiction center and take tated by celebrities. Neighbour's Land Boundaries for Flat No.103n First
Floor: EAST: Corridor and Flat No.102 WEST: Open to
Sky NORTH: Opento Sky SOUTH: Opento Sky
hd S S 3 3 h 2 |Mr.KYADHARI Allthat the Flat bearing No.403, Municipal bearing No.5- Rs.22,59,745/-
rug control awareness seminar erve Society wit s [ oo o Far o 3| oo | Vg | o
Slo. K YADAGIRI “MARVEL HEIGHTS with Plinth area 1006 Sit., Twenty Two April of the
hd *1:2 and (including common areas and parking), together with an Lakh Fifty year 2026.
eSponS]_ ]_ ]_ty ays Mrs.ANURADHA , undivided share of land admeasuring 17 Sq.yards., or Nine Thousand
e a an a Oya ’ Wio. K BALRAJ 14.21 Sq.Mirs., Out of total land admeasuring 933 Sq. Seven Hundred
: yards., or 779.98 Sq.Mtrs., constructed on Plot No. A- Forty Five
V eer apa 1 an ar 19, in Survey Nos.108 to 116, Situated at Medipally Only)
Village and Mandal, under Peerzadiguda Municipal
effects of drug abuse and Corporation, Medchal-Malkaigii District, Under S.R.0
]_Jrged youth to remain vig- o Narapally and and bounded as follows: Boundaries for
ilant. RANGAREDDY (TSIT) Savitribai Phule. Land : EAST: 20Wide Road WEST: 20Wide Road
CMR Group Chairman | Shadnagar MLA The MLA said Jyotiba NORTH: 10'Wide Road SOUTH: Fiot No.A-20
. e X Boundaries for Flat Mo.403 in Fourth Floor : EAST: Open
C. H. Gopal Reddy stressed = Veerlapalli Shankar urged  Phule’s fight against caste to Sky WEST: Corridor and Staircase NORTH: Lift, Duct
the need for greater aware- | people to adopt a service- discrimination and his con- & Open Place SOUTH: Open to Sky
ness on the misuse of med- | oriented approach, draw- tribution to education 3| Mrs.RAHIMA, Allthat the Flat No.SA/BI205 in Second Floorin'B' Block
icines, while District ing inspiration from remain an inspiration. He Wio. SYED SAJID 'a"d‘n'l‘:a';”L:'r‘i’r;';gstwpﬁﬁt;sgr’:f%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂié R’-{:’;di%;:""‘ 10th day of
Chemists  Association | Jyotirao Phule. called on people to move and Mrs. HALEEMA | - mon areas, parking area 18 SqFL, together with|  02-02-2026 Thirty one | APl ofthe
: . . BEEBI W/o.SHAIK m : year 2026,
President G. Venugopal @ He was speaking at the beyond self-interest and OSMAN undivided share of land admeasuring 30 Sq.yards., or Lakh Twenty
Sh alled f e —— I _ . 25.08 Sq.Mtrs., In Survey Nos. 4,5 & 61, Situated at Nine Thousand
harma called for respon-  NWSPEE Ty ek Trimulgherry Village, Secunderabad Cantonment One Hundred
sible practices in the sale LN, ST N T P Hyderabad District, Telangana State and bounded on: Five Only)
s : 3 " Boundaries for Flat No. SA/B/205 :EAST: Corridor & Flat
of drugs.Assistant Director No.SA/BI207 WEST: Open fo Sky NORTH: Flat
of Drugs Control No.SA/BI206 SOUTH: Staircase & Flat No.SA/BI202
ini i Boundaries of Sumitra Apartements: EAST: Road
Admmls‘yratlon Dr. B. WEST: Neighbour's Land NORTH: Road
Lakshmi ~ Narayana SOUTH: Neighbour'sLand
. X . explained Varloqs regqla- 4 | Mr.SEELA SURI BABU | All That The Residential Flat Bearing No.301, In Third Floor Rs.32,87,688/- 10th f
‘Medchal, April 11: A marked the conclusion of  tory measures, including Slo.SNANDland |of, Anjana Towers, On Plot No.3with Municipal door No3- | 5-02-2026 (Rupees :t _;1:{? 0
district-level awareness the Health Week observed QR code verification and Mrs.SEELA 4-40111301In Survey.No. 177/1 and 179, With Buit Up Area Thirty Two y§;202s°
seminar and rally on drug ~ from April 6 to 11 under the grievance redressal KALPANATHO B | pahiy o, dom oottt f ot Lakh Eighty
control were conducted at  the Praja Palana Pragathi system.Qn the occasion, sqyrds (out of 862 sq.yrds) Situated at Narsimha Nagar Thousand Six
CMR College of Pharmacy,  programme. competitions such as colony, Mallapur vilage, under GHMC, kapra circe, Uppal ”“gldgr:t"fgf‘y';“
Kandlakoya, under the Addressing the gather- essay writing, quiz, paint- giﬁ'is%m; a"f‘ggmsmaomg‘ﬁiﬂg:k‘?g:
aegis_ot_" the 1_)r"ugs Control ing, Distri_ct Medical and ing, and elocution were Noth: FLAT NO302 South: OPEN TO SKY East
Administration, Medchal-  Health Officer Dr. C. Uma  conducted for students, CORRIDOR West: OPEN TO SKY Boundaries for Land:
Malkajgiri district. Gowri advised the public  and prizes were distribut- = 199th birth anniversary cel-  work for society’s welfare. ﬁg.ﬁg‘é gghg'égi ;f;i%lm:'gm:gm
The programme was to use antibiotics strictly ed to the winners. ebrations of Jyotiba Phule He also noted that the gov- The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
organised as part of the based on doctors’ prescrip- ~ Pharmacists, chemists, inShadnagar, organisedby  ernment led by Revanth e porrowers in particular and the public in general s hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property wil be
“Drug Control and tions.CyberabadNarcotics students, and government = Telangana JAC. Floral trib-  Reddy is strengthening the subject tothe charge of CFHL for the amount mentioned against each property along with further interest thereon til the date of realisation.
Enforcement DSPP. Bhikshapathi Rao officials participated in | utes were paid to the stat- education sector through Date: 11-04-2026 Sdl- éAutI;?rI;ed omf;:’
Strengthening Day” and highlighted the harmful large numbers. ues of Jyotiba Phule and key reforms. [Place: LB NagarHyderabad L
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YSRCP MLC alleges Rs 60 crore
plantation scam in Nellore

Nellore, Apr 11 (UNI)
YSR Congress Party
MLC Parvathareddy
Chandrasekhar Reddy
alleged that a massive
Rs 60 crore scam, in the
name of plantation
works in Nellore
Municipal Corporation,
took place and accused
Minister P Narayana of
orchestrating large-
scale misuse of public
funds.

Addressing the media
at the YSRCP office
here on Saturday, he
claimed that a plan was
drawn to plant 48,000
saplings with an expen-
diture of nearly Rs.
12,000 per plant, far
higher than the Rs. 750
per sapling spent dur-
ing the previous YSRCP
government.

“In the first phase
alone, Rs 8.03 crore was
paid for 14,741 saplings,
with Rs 5,446 spent per
plant, including tree
guards, while an addi-
tional Rs 1.24 crore was
estimated just for
watering 1,800 plants,
amounting to Rs 6,888
per plant for watering
alone,” he slammed.

The YSRCP MLC
charged that contracts
were awarded to 25 con-
tractors linked to the

ruling party and that
works were being exe-
cuted without adher-
ence to norms, includ-
ing planting saplings
on gravel roads while
claiming cement road
cutting in tenders, and
raising bills even for
plants placed on private
lands.

The YSRCP leader
further pointed out that
in several locations,
tree guards were not
installed, saplings were
planted under electric
lines, and unsuitable
flowering plants with
limited lifespan were
being used instead of
shade-giving trees.
Criticising the timing,
he said plantations

Telangana/Andhra Pradesh

were being carried out
in peak summer with-
out concern for surviv-
al, indicating that the
objective was only to
generate bills.

Chandrasekhar
Reddy also said the
minister’s “N-team” of
turning corruption into
a system in Nellore, cit-
ing irregularities
across multiple civic
projects, including
smart street vending,
traffic signals, bio-toi-
lets, garbage transport,
silt cleaning, mosquito
control, and road
works, most of which
were allegedly executed
through nominated
contracts.

He contrasted this
with the government’s
treatment of the poor,
stating that water con-
nections were cut for
non-payment of as little
as Rs. 350 while crores
were being siphoned off
through inflated con-
tracts.

He further highlight-
ed penalties imposed on
small vendors for minor
encroachments, stating
that the government is
burdening common cit-
izens with taxes while
enabling large-scale
corruption at the top.

Rising youth mental health concerns highlighted
at Samanvaya 2026 seminar

Hyderabad, April 11:
Growing mental health
challenges among youth
took centre stage at the two-
day national seminar
‘Samanvaya 2026°, organ-
ised by KIMS Hospitals in
association with the Clinical
Psychology Society of India.

The seminar was inaugu-
rated by IAS officer A.
Devasena, who highlighted
the increasing impact of
social media on young
minds. She advised students
to use digital platforms
responsibly and focus on
building a strong founda-
tion for their future.
Referring to rising suicide
cases, she noted that emo-

tional distress and feelings
of inferiority were major
contributing factors, urging
youth to seek support and
avoid extreme decisions.
CMD of KIMS Hospitals,
Dr. Bhaskar Rao, said the
seminar brought together
experts from clinical psy-
chology and allied fields to
discuss modern and com-
prehensive treatment
approaches. He emphasized
the need for multidisci-
plinary collaboration and
patient-centred care to tack-
le the growing burden of
mental health issues.
Organising Chairperson
Dr. Shanmukhi pointed out
that the seminar gains sig-

nificance amid alarming
statistics. Citing National
Crime Records Bureau data
(2022-2023), she noted that
over 13,000 students die by
suicide annually in India,
averaging about 35 deaths a
day, while total suicides
exceed 1.7 lakh each year.
Globally, nearly 14% of
youth are affected by mental
health issues.

Experts including Dr.
Saroj Arya and Dr. Bhaskar
Naidu stressed evidence-
based and integrated
approaches to treat condi-
tions such as depression,
anxiety, and dissociative
disorders. The theme
‘Samanvaya’, meaning bal-
ance and integration, was
reflected in discussions pro-
moting holistic care strate-
gies.The seminar also
addressed the well-being of
mental health professionals,
focusing on self-care and
burnout prevention.
Experts underscored the
importance of early identifi-
cation, reducing stigma,
and encouraging help-seek-
ing behaviour.

Hi Life Summer Fashion Exhibition
Arrives in Vijayawada on April 13-14

Vijayawada: India’s big-
gest fashion exhibition,
the Hi Life Exhibition -
Summer Edition, is all set
to make a grand entry into
Vijayawada, offering a
premium shopping experi-
ence for fashion enthusi-
asts in the city. The much-
awaited exhibition will be
held on April 13 and 14 at
Novotel Vijayawada
Varun.

Positioned as the ulti-
mate summer style desti-
nation, the exhibition will
showcase an exquisite col-
lection of bridal couture,
festive wear, handcrafted
jewellery, and statement
accessories. Visitors can
explore a wide range of
designs that blend timeless
elegance with the latest
fashion trends, all curated
under one luxurious roof.

The Hi Life Exhibition
is known for bringing
together renowned
designers and exclusive
brands, offering shoppers
a unique opportunity to
discover high-end fashion
and lifestyle products in
one place. With summer
festivities and wedding
season around the corner,
the exhibition promises
to be a perfect platform
for those looking to

'

upgrade their wardrobe
with stylish and premium
collections.Fashion lovers
and shoppers in
Vijayawada are invited to
mark their calendars and

experience this grand fash- ¥

ion showcase.
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PROSECUTORS KEY T0 ERADICATING TRAFFICKING,
BONDED LABOUR: AP HOME MINISTER

tation.

Visakhapatnam Police
Commissioner
Shankhabrata Bagchi said
the workshop was jointly
organised by the Andhra

Pradesh Prosecution
Department and
International Justice

Mission. He explained that
paying wages below the
minimum wage amounts
to forced labour under
Article 23 of the
Constitution.

He highlighted victim
protection measures such
as in-camera trials and
audio-visual recording of
evidence under new legal

HYDERABAD
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Kalasalingam University
honours students at
research awards ceremony

S ——

g

Srivilliputhur: Kalasalingam University,
through its Department of Research and
Development, organised a “Students Research
Awards Ceremony” to recognise outstanding
achievements of UG and PG students in
research and innovation. The programme was
presided over by Pro Chancellor Dr. S.
Arivalagi, Vice Presidents Dr. S. Shashi

Visakhapatnam, April 11:
Home
Minister Vangalapudi Anitha
stated that public prosecutors
play a vital role in eliminating
social evils such as bonded
labour and human trafficking.
She was inaugurating a capaci-
ty-building workshop for pub-
lic prosecutors at Four Points
by Sheraton Visakhapatnam.
Addressing the gathering,
the Minister that strict punish-
ment for offenders is possible
only through effective coordi-
nation between the police and
prosecution departments. She
stressed the need for prosecu-
tors to be actively involved
from the stage of filing charge
sheets and highlighted the
importance of collecting foren-
sic evidence during the “golden

Andhra  Pradesh

abroad.

Rs.30,000 by the

hour” to improve conviction
rates.She appreciated the swift
disposal of a recent POCSO
case in Ongole, where a 20-year
sentence was delivered in a
short period. Highlighting gov-
ernment initiatives, she said
that under “Operation Trace,”
around 900 children have been
rescued, while 180 individuals
were safely brought back from

The Minister also called for
increased use of modern tech-
nologies, including artificial
intelligence, in investigations.
She noted that rescued victims
of bonded labour are being pro-
vided financial assistance of
Central
Government, along with skill
development training by the
State Government for rehabili-

suggested

victims.The

while also

provisions. Calling human traf-
ficking an organised crime, he
stressed the need for extradi-
tion of accused persons through
international cooperation and
confiscation of
offenders’ assets to compensate
Commissioner
emphasized coordinated efforts
among police, prosecution, and
the judiciary to safeguard vic-
tims’ rights and ensure justice,
advocating a
humane approach toward vic-
tim rehabilitation.Later, the
Minister felicitated public pros-
ecutors for their outstanding
performance. The event was
attended by Director of
Prosecution Ramakoteswara
Rao, Clement David, public
prosecutors from various dis-
tricts, and police officials.

Anand and Mr. S. Arjun Kalasalingam. Vice
Chancellor Dr. S. Narayanan distributed the
awards and appreciated the efforts of faculty
and students in elevating the university’s
h-index to 121. Registrar Dr. V. Vasudevan
also distributed awards and lauded the insti-
tution’s achievement of securing 28th rank in
the NIRF rankings.Director (R&D) Dr. M.
Pallikonda Rajasekaran briefed the gathering
on the awards and selection process, while Dr.
K. Mayandi welcomed the dignitaries and
participants. Dr. V. Muneeswaran announced
the names of 42 students from various depart-
ments who were honoured with shields and
certificates for their achievements in journal
publications, book publishing, TNSCST and
India-AI fellowships, patent rights, and
research projects.Speaking on behalf of the
awardees, student Sumit Nayak expressed
gratitude to the university for its continuous
support, which enabled him to publish a book.
The programme concluded with a vote of
thanks proposed by Dr. M. Ilayaraja.

Venkaiah Naidu inaugurates 10th CAHOCON

Hyderabad, April 11:
Former Vice President M.
Venkaiah Naidu inaugu-
rated the 10th edition of
CAHOCON 2026, India’s
premier healthcare quali-
ty conference organised by
Consortium of Accredited
Healthcare Organizations.

The three-day confer-
ence, scheduled from April
10 to 12, witnessed partici-
pation from around 2,500
delegates, including over
200 international partici-
pants and 20 experts from
International Society for
Quality in Health Care.
The event featured scien-
tific sessions, panel discus-
sions, innovation show-
cases, poster presenta-
tions, and interactive net-
working opportunities
aimed at advancing
healthcare quality and
patient safety.

Delivering the Kkeynote
address, Sangita Reddy,
Joint Managing Director
of Apollo Hospitals Group,

2026 healthcare conference

highlighted the impor-
tance of innovation in
healthcare, while Dr.
Ezequiel Garcia Elorrio,
President of ISQua, deliv-
ered the special address.
In his inaugural speech,
Venkaiah Naidu empha-

GITAM scholar Dr. Ashfar Ahmed
earns Ph.D. in Mathematics

Hyderabad: GITAM
Deemed to be University,
Hyderabad, has congratu-
lated Dr. Ashfar Ahmed
on successfully earning
his Ph.D. in Mathematics
under the guidance of Dr.

Krishna Kummari,
Assistant Professor,
School of Science.

Dr. Ahmed’s doctoral
research, titled “A Study
on Inventory
Optimization Aspects for
Deteriorating Goods in a
Two-Warehouse System,”
presents an advanced
model aimed at optimiz-
ing inventory manage-
ment for perishable goods
while promoting environ-
mental sustainability.
The study highlights a
two-warehouse system
that improves storage
and transportation effi-
ciency, with a focus on
reducing carbon emis-
sions through the adop-
tion of green technolo-
gies.

The research incorpo-
rates practical factors
such as price-dependent
demand, partial backlog-
ging, and time-varying
holding costs, offering a
comprehensive frame-
work for modern supply
chain management. By
integrating sustainabili-

ty-driven strategies with
operational efficiency,
the study provides valu-
able insights for business-
es striving to balance

profitability with envi-
ronmental responsibility.

The university leader-
ship, including Prof. D. S.
Rao, Pro Vice-Chancellor;

D.V.V.S.R. Varma,
Resident Director; Dr. M.
Reza, Principal, School of
Science; and Dr. Jadav
Gandesh, Head of the
Department of
Mathematics and
Statistics, congratulated
Dr. Ahmed and appreci-
ated his contribution to
impactful and socially
relevant research.

sized the need to strength-
en healthcare infrastruc-
ture, especially in rural
areas, and called for great-
er adoption of artificial
intelligence to improve
diagnostics and patient
outcomes. He also stressed

the importance of preven-
tive healthcare and public-
private partnerships to
enhance accessibility and
affordability.

The conference also fea-
tures a large-scale exhibi-
tion with around 150-200

stalls showcasing
advanced medical technol-
ogies, digital health solu-
tions, and pharmaceutical
innovations. More than 40
pre-event workshops
involving over 30 hospitals
provided hands-on train-
ing in quality improve-
ment and patient safety.

During the inaugural

, the Conference
Souvenir, academic publi-
cations, and new health-
care governance pro-
grammes were launched.
An MoU was also signed
between CAHO and the
Indian Institute of
Management Jammu to
promote management
practices in the healthcare
sector.

Recognised as the first
ISQua Regional
Conference for South Asia,
CAHOCON 2026 will also
present CAHO Awards to
honour excellence in
healthcare quality and
patient safety.

National Autism Stakeholders Summit 2026 held at
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitech City

Hyderabad, April 11:
Yashoda Hospitals -
Hitech City, in collabora-
tion with National
Institute for
Empowerment of Persons
with Intellectual
Disabilities, hosted the
“National Autism
Stakeholders Summit —
2026” to strengthen
awareness and promote
policy-level initiatives
for Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD). The two-
day national conference
was held on April 11 and
12, bringing together
over 500 pediatric neu-
rologists, neuroscien-
tists, therapists, policy-
makers, researchers,
educators, NGOs, and
families from across the
country.

The summit was inau-
gurated by Chief Guest
Hari Chandana Dasari,
District Collector &
Magistrate, Hyderabad,
who emphasized that
autism represents human
cognitive diversity and
called for inclusive poli-
cies in education, health-
care, and employment.
On the occasion, she also
inaugurated a Child
Development Centre
(CDC) at the hospital,

aimed at early identifica-
tion and intervention for
children with develop-
mental and behavioral
needs through multidis-
ciplinary care.The event
was conducted under the
guidance of Dr. A.
Lingaiah, Director of
Medical Services, and Dr.
Lokesh Lingappa, Child
& Adolescent Neurologist
and Director of Pediatric
Neurosciences, with sup-
port from Dr. B.V. Ram
Kumar, Director,
NIEPID. The organizing
committee included
experts such as Dr.
Amulya Mysore, Dr.
Sarah Bailur, and Dr.
Somasekhar.

Speaking at the sum-
mit, Dr. A. Lingaiah high-

lighted that autism care
requires collective soci-
etal responsibility, stress-
ing the importance of
early diagnosis, quality
treatment, and multidis-
ciplinary approaches. Dr.
Lokesh Lingappa under-
scored that early inter-
vention plays a crucial
role in improving out-
comes and quality of life
for children with autism,
adding that the summit
served as a vital platform
for collaboration across
healthcare, education,
and policy sectors.

The summit marked a
significant step toward
strengthening autism
care and promoting an
inclusive ecosystem for
individuals with ASD.
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Rajnath highlights growth, defence boost
and development vision in Lucknow

Lucknow, Apr 11: Defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh on Saturday
said that India continues to
remain one of the fastest-growing
major economies despite ongoing
global geopolitical challenges,
while stressing that the vision of a
developed nation by 2047 requires
collective effort.

Speaking at an event in
Lucknow, he underlined that the
idea of “Viksit Bharat@2047” is
rooted in inclusive growth, where
every citizen contributes to and
benefits from development. He
said the principle of ensuring that
“no one is left behind” must guide
the country’s progress.

Highlighting Lucknow’s grow-
ing importance in the defence sec-
tor, Singh said the city has
emerged as a key hub, having
been designated a defence node
along with Agra and Kanpur. He
noted that the BrahMos missile is
now being manufactured in
Lucknow, with the first batch
already delivered to the armed
forces. He added that several small
and large defence manufacturing
units are being set up in the
region, strengthening local indus-
try.

“BIMARU,” is now being recog-
nised as “Uttam Pradesh,” point-
ing to improvements in law and
order and overall development.

He also spoke about cultural
initiatives, mentioning the
Lucknow Culture and Art
Museum at the Hussainabad
Clock Tower, which aims to pre-
serve and showcase the heritage of
Awadh. According to him, such
projects will not only strengthen
cultural identity but also boost
tourism and create employment
opportunities for local artisans
and businesses.

On infrastructure, Singh
announced the construction of
National Highway 927, a 101-Kkilo-
metre four-lane corridor from
Barabanki to Bahraich, with an
estimated investment of Rs 7,000
crore. The project is expected to
significantly cut travel time
between the two locations from
about 2.5 hours to nearly 1.25
hours.

He added that the highway will
also support the development of a
new corridor around the state cap-
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system after witnessing Kerala,
Puducherry and Assam polis

New Delhi, Apr 11: A
group of 38 international
delegates from 22 coun-
tries has praised the
Election Commission of
India after observing the
conduct and organisation
of the April 9 Assembly
elections in Kerala,
Puducherry, and Assam,
describing India’s polling
system as a model of effi-
ciency and participation.
The delegation, hosted
under the Election
Commission of India’s
International Election
Visitors’ Programme
(IEVP) 2026, closely wit-
nessed multiple stages of
the electoral process,
including dispatch cen-
tres, mock polling exercis-
es, and live voting at desig-
nated polling stations.

Branimir Farkas of
Croatia described India’s

elections as a “true festival
of democracy,” highlight-
ing the enthusiasm of vot-
ers and the scale of opera-
tions involved. He noted
that the experience dem-
onstrated how a complex
democratic exercise can be
conducted smoothly and
effectively.

Uuc-Kib Espadas
Ancona from Mexico also
praised the process, saying
that India’s election sys-

tem serves as a valuable
learning example for
democracies worldwide.
During the visit, dele-
gates were taken to polling
stations across Assam

(Kamrup Metro and
Kamrup Rural), Kerala
(Kochi and

Thiruvananthapuram),
and Puducherry, where
they observed live voting
procedures and election
management practices.

Earlier, addressing the annual
celebration of the Jan Kalyan
Maha Samiti in Gomti Nagar, the

minister reflected on Uttar
Pradesh’s transformation. He said
the state, once labelled as

ital region, further accelerating
economic growth and connectivi-
ty in and around Lucknow.

Winter Adventure Tawang

‘Punjab govt should announce crop insurance
scheme during Apr 13 special Assembly session’

CHANDIGARH: Punjab
BJP president Sunil Jakhar
on Friday said the state
government should an-
nounce the implementation
of a crop insurance scheme
for farmers during the spe-
cial Vidhan Sabha session
scheduled for April 13.

Jakhar said he has also
written a letter to Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
in this regard.

He said that although
the Centre has already im-
plemented a crop insurance
scheme, the Punjab govern-
ment has not notified it.

By doing so, the chief
minister is committing
a major injustice toward
farmers, Jakhar alleged.

He said that farmers in
Punjab are currently facing
severe natural calamities.

"Unseasonal rains and
hailstorms have caused
large-scale crop damage.

Earlier, floods in 2023 and
2025 also led to massive
destruction, and even now
many farmers have not re-
ceived compensation be-
cause no crop insurance
scheme is in place in Pun-
jab. Even today, farmers
remain worried about how
their losses due to such di-
sasters will be compensat-
ed," the BJP leader said.

He reminded the chief
minister that three years
ago, it was announced that
the Punjab government
would introduce its own ag-
ricultural insurance scheme
in place of the central gov-
ernment's Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana.

"However, despite three
years having passed and
farmers suffering losses
worth thousands of crores,
the scheme is still awaited,"
he said.

Jakhar said that since

the Punjab government has
called a special Assembly
session on April 13, Mann
should fulfil his promise
and, without delay, an-
nounce Punjab's own crop
insurance scheme during
this session so that farmers
can be compensated during
natural disasters.

The AAP government
has convened a special ses-
sion of the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha on April 13 to amend
the Jagat Jot Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar Act,
2008, for stricter punish-
ment against sacrilege of
Guru Granth Sahib and
other religious texts.

He further advised that
if the state government's
financial condition is weak,
it should immediately im-
plement the central gov-
ernment's crop insurance
scheme, which is already
operational in other states

and has proven beneficial
for farmers.

The BJP leader alleged
that every section of society
is unhappy with the current
government; with farmers
not receiving compensa-
tion, traders and industri-
alists not getting a peaceful
environment, and poor law
and order along with drug
issues have created fear
among the people.

Jakhar also said that
thousands of government
employees and pensioners
in Punjab are facing finan-
cial hardship because the
state government has not
provided the due increase
in Dearness Allowance
(DA).

He pointed out that
while the central govern-
ment and neighbouring
states are giving 58 per cent
DA, Punjab is providing
only 42 per cent.

Kharge flags
delimitation,
women quota
timing

NEW DELHI: Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Friday raised
concerns over the pro-
posed delimitation exercise
and the timing of a special
Parliament session on the
women’s reservation Bill,
calling for wider consulta-
tions.

Addressing a meeting
of the Congress Working
Committee, Kharge said
the proposed delimitation
could have “serious conse-
quences” and requires de-
tailed discussion.

He said the special ses-
sion of Parliament sched-
uled from April 16 to 18
to consider constitutional
amendments related to
women’s reservation raises
concerns, alleging that the
timing could influence up-
coming Assembly elections.

Kanhaiya hits out at Centre, flags threats to democracy

initiative to boost sports, tourism

in Arunachal: Pema Khandu

ITANAGAR: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Pema Khandu on Friday
said the Winter Adventure
Tawang initiative marks
an important step toward
building a vibrant winter
sports ecosystem in the
state while unlocking the
immense adventure tour-
ism potential of Tawang in
the eastern Himalayas.

The chief minister made
the remarks after visiting
the ongoing training pro-
gramme at Panga Teng Tso
Lake and interacting with
trainees participating in
skiing and snowboarding
sessions.

"Visited the #Winter-
AdventureTawang 2026
training undergoing at
Panga Teng Tso Lake, a
step toward building a
winter sports ecosystem in
Arunachal Pradesh," Khan-
du later said in a post on X.

Highlighting the scale of
the initiative, he said a total
of 46 trainees are undergo-
ing expert training in skiing
and snowboarding under
the SkiMo India Federation.

"With 46 trainees un-
dergoing expert training
in skiing and snowboard-

ing under the SkiMo India
Federation, the initiative
not only nurtures local tal-
ent but also strengthens
Tawang's potential as a
premier adventure tourism
destination," he said.

Describing the  pro-
gramme as an encouraging
start for youth engagement
in adventure sports, the
chief minister added that it
represents a promising be-
ginning for youth, sports,
and sustainable tourism in
the region.

During the visit, Khandu
also interacted with train-
ees taking part in the pro-
gramme and observed their
training sessions at the
high-altitude lake.

"With trainees of Winter
Adventure Tawang 2026 at
Panga Teng Tso Lake. From
across Arunachal Pradesh
and the country, young par-
ticipants are being trained
and prepared for the de-
mands of high-altitude win-
ter adventure," he said.

The chief minister also
took a ride on a Polar-
is Voyageur snow vehicle
during the visit.

"Taking the Polaris
Voyageur for a spin at Pan-

ga Teng Tso Lake. In the
heart of the Tawang Hima-
layas, every challenge is an
opportunity to sharpen our
resolve," he said.

Reflecting on the unique
conditions of the region, he
added, "Snow in April. In
Tawang, winter lingers and
so does the spirit of adven-
ture.”

The Winter Adven-
ture Tawang training pro-
gramme, being organised in
the border district, aims to
promote organised winter
sports while strengthening
the region's reputation as
an emerging hub for adven-
ture tourism, officials said.

The programme is pro-
viding intensive training in
skiing and snowboarding,
along with safety practices
and high-altitude endur-
ance preparation for partic-
ipants.

The picturesque Panga
Teng Tso Lake offers an ide-
al natural setting for winter
sports activities, and such
initiatives are expected to
create new opportunities
for youth while positioning
Tawang as a major destina-
tion for winter adventure

JALNA: Congress leader Kanhai-
ya Kumar has slammed the BJP-led

Central government, accusing it of

weakening democratic institutions,
and stated that power has become
concentrated in the hands of a few,
reducing citizens to mere members
of a crowd.

Kumar lamented that leaders
across party lines pay symbolic trib-
utes to Dr B R Ambedkar but fail to
follow his teachings.

The Congress leader was speak-

ing on the topic "Indian democracy

and its challenges" at Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar lecture series in Maha-

rashtra's Jalna on Thursday, to mark

the Dalit icon's 135th birth anni-

versary. He alleged that electoral
processes are being manipulated by
money power, with voters being in-
fluenced before elections and elected
representatives being '"purchased"
afterwards.

Referring to the ideas of Dr B. R.
Ambedkar, he stressed that political
democracy cannot survive without
social and economic democracy.

He said that the current situation
in the country reflects Ambedkar's
warnings, alleging that public assets
are being handed over to a select
group of industrialists.

"Today, only those with money
can contest and win elections, while
the common man is left behind," the

Opposition party leader said, adding

that citizens have become part of
a crowd and have been stripped of

their identity.

Issues like polarisation and hatred
are deliberately used during elec-
tions to garner votes, he claimed, and
accused the ruling party of spreading
false narratives and diverting public
attention from real issues by creating
artificial problems and encouraging
social divisions.

The National Students Union of

India (NSUI) in-charge criticised
leaders across party lines for paying
symbolic tributes to Ambedkar while
failing to follow his teachings.

The country is being run with the

power of lathis and guns, he claimed,

sports in India, they added.

alleging that the government is deep-
ening social divisions based on caste
and religion.

Kumar also alleged that dissent is
being suppressed, with those raising
their voices against the government
being labelled as anti-national.

"The real power does not lie with
the visible faces of governance, but
with those controlling the system
from behind," he claimed.

Kumar called for the creation
of an egalitarian society based on
Ambedkar's ideology, and urged peo-
ple to unite around the principles of
equality to safeguard democracy and
the Constitution.

Man arrested for sharing
misleading ‘zombie drug’ video

BENGALURUE: A day after a video of a man
seen in a disoriented state went viral on so-
cial media with claims that he was under the
influence of a so-called “zombie drug”, police
on Friday arrested a 29-year-old employee of
a private firm here for uploading the “mis-
leading” video. Hemanth, a resident of Vid-
yaranyapura, was issued a notice to join the
inquiry, police said.

Learning that the police were looking for
him, he posted an apology on social media.

He was later taken into custody, a senior po-
lice officer said.

A case has been registered against him
under Sections 353(2), relating to state-
ments conducing to public mischief, includ-
ing spreading false information or rumours
that could incite public disorder, and Section
352, dealing with intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of peace, among
others, under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
police added.

Mizo students Org call for
stricter ILP enforcement

AIZAWL: Mizoram's influ-
ential student organisation,
the Mizo Zirlai Pawl (MZP),
has called for stronger en-
forcement and tightening of
the Inner Line Permit (ILP)
system in the state, citing
growing concerns over the
increasing entry of non-locals
without valid permits, a stu-
dent leader said on Friday.

The demand was a cen-
tral pillar of the resolutions
passed during the Mizo Zirlai
Pawl (MZP)'s federal council
meeting, the organisation's
highest decision-making
body, held in Aizawl on Fri-
day, according to MZP gen-
eral secretary Lalhmingsanga
Chhangte. He said that the
council unanimously resolved
to push the state government
for a more stringent and ad-
vanced ILP system to curb il-
legal influx of non-tribal peo-
ple from outside.

Addressing the council,
MZP president C Lalremruata
emphasised that protecting
the ILP system is not just a
policy issue but a collective
responsibility as it serves as
a safeguard for the identity,
security, and future of the in-
digenous people of Mizoram.

He said that the recent rise
in the alleged unauthorised

entry of outsiders (non-tribal)
poses a serious challenge.

Lalremruata urged
the MZP leaders across
all branches to intensify
ground-level monitoring
and utilise the ILP system
more effectively to ensure the
state's security.

He emphasised the need
for stricter monitoring, more
effective implementation, and
wider public awareness re-
garding the ILP mechanism.

The student leader also
expressed concern regarding
identity issues among 'Zofa'
(ethnic Mizos) living in differ-
ent parts of the country and
the world. "While the MZP
remains committed to the
unity of all Zofa and embraces
all our sisters and brothers, it
discourages superficial asso-
ciation or the use of the Mizo
nomenclature solely for per-
sonal gain," he said.

Apart from ILP, the coun-
cil also discussed a wide range
of issues and adopted several
resolutions urging the state
government to take proac-
tive measures to address the
shortage of teachers and en-
sure rationalisation, to pro-
mote Mizo code of ethics (Zo
nun zemawi) in educational
institutions.

Delhi Govt to study transplanted trees, bring

in new machines to improve survival rates

NEW DELHI: Amid concerns
over the low survival of trans-
planted trees, the Delhi govern-
ment has commissioned a scien-
tific study to understand survival
trends and planned to import ad-
vanced tree transplanter machines
from abroad to make the process
more effective.

Officials said the Forest Re-
search Institute, Dehradun has
been asked to conduct a study
within three months. "These steps
are being taken to make changes
in the Delhi Tree Transplantation
Policy 2020 based on scientific ev-
idence," they said.

The move follows concerns
over low survival rates of trans-
planted trees, with a previous re-
port by the Forest Research Insti-
tute estimating an overall survival
rate of 35.45 per cent, with signifi-
cant variation across species.

Forest department data also
showed that of the 1,357 trees
transplanted between 2019 and
2022, 578 survived, translating to
a survival rate of 42.5 per cent.

Delhi Environment and Forest
Minister Manjinder Singh Sir-
sa told PTI, “We are taking steps

to make the tree transplantation
process in Delhi more effective
and better. We are conducting this
study to understand why trans-
plantation has faced persistent
challenges over the years.

"The findings will help us adopt
a more scientific approach based
on field evidence and expert in-
puts, and make the city greener,"
he said. The minister further said
that a new Expression of Interest
has been floated that will also help
in bringing advanced tree trans-
planter machines from aborad to
the national capital that can im-
prove survival rates and help the
process.

A senior official aware of the
matter said the institute had
sought a year to complete the
study but that they have been
asked it to submit the report with-
in three months "so that necessary
changes can be made and further
loss of transplanted trees can be
prevented".

Speaking about the new ma-
chinery, officials said that exist-
ing methods use backhoe loaders
that often damage roots and cause
transplant shock.

"These machines have been
used in Gujarat and can uproot
medium-sized trees. The pro-
posed study will help assess their
effectiveness in Delhi conditions,"
officials said.

The Forest Research Institute
report noted that survival rates
remain below expectations and
vary widely, prompting a review of
existing practices which officials
said need greater standardisation
and scientific inputs.

According to a minutes of a
meeting of the Delhi forest de-
partment with empanelled agen-
cies held in January noted that
agencies were not consistently fol-
lowing permissions issued by Tree
Officers or adhering to approved
Tree Preservation Plans and time-
lines. The meeting also stressed
the need for stronger oversight,
including inspection of transplan-
tation sites by Tree Officers and
directions to improve survival
outcomes.

Officials further suggested de-
veloping a system to capture de-
tailed data on each transplanted
tree, including species, girth and
survival rates, to guide future pol-
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icy decisions.

Consultations with the empan-
elled agencies highlighted that
factors such as species, age, girth
and size play a critical role in de-
termining survival, reinforcing
the need for a more scientific and
standardised transplantation pro-
cess.

The meeting identified spe-
cies-specific trends. Trees such as
peepal, bargad, gular, pilkhan, ar-

jun, semal, amaltas, sahajan, gul-
mohar, peltophorum and alstonia
showed relatively higher survival
and can be transplanted up to a
girth of 350 cm.

Ficus species were found to
have the best survival perfor-
mance among transplanted trees,
and officials noted that their
branches could also be used for
plantation through vegetative
propagation where feasible.
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EDITORIAL

The Art of Institutional
Double Standards

Sir Humphrey Appleby, the incomparable bureaucrat of British television, once
explained governance to a bemused minister with characteristic wit: “The correct
procedure, Minister, is not a means to an end. It is the end. Once you understand
that, everything becomes quite straightforward.” He was, of course, joking. Those
who understood his character, however, know that he wasn’t.

There is a distinct sophistication to institutional double standards. They arrive
cloaked in procedure, bolstered by precedent, and supported by regulation. They do
not say we are favouring ourselves. They say the framework requires this outcome.
The framework, conveniently was designed by those it now serves. The honourable
Supreme Court of India was recently moved to act against three authors of a 14-page
chapter in a Class 8 NCERT Political Science textbook. The chapter dealt with one of
the pillars of Indian democracy the judiciary. Its fault lay primarily in two para-
graphs touching on challenges facing it: pendency and corruption that took up just
two paragraphs in 14 pages. The decree that followed, as widely reported, involved
excluding the authors from government opportunities without a hearing, and with-
out the due process that courts exist to guarantee. The chapter is understood to be
under revision. The stated concern, that 13-year-olds should not be exposed to
uncomfortable questions about one institution while others go unexamined, is itself
a proposition that warrants examination.

Courts routinely ask the most powerful institutions in the land to account for them-
selves. That is, in fact, the point of having them. I am not a constitutional expert or a
lawyer, but I suppose the judiciary should expect of itself what it demands from
other institutions: transparency, credibility, legitimacy and due process. A guild,
however honourable, that seeks to protect its image ahead of its principles is still a
guild. Such examples can be traced to other institutions as well. Consider, for exam-
ple, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) established in 1997 as an inde-
pendent buffer between a liberalising market and a government that retained,
through Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), a fully state-owned legacy operator.
It offers a more nuanced illustration of double standards that have been visible at
several points in its regulatory evolution, not just in outcomes but in design.
Spectrum, the life force of the telecom sector, has been allocated to BSNL adminis-
tratively, at rates bearing little resemblance to auction-determined values.
Interconnection tells a similar story. Early Interconnect Usage Charges, the fees an
operator pays another to terminate calls on a rival network, were structured in ways
that favoured the incumbent. Of the nine chairpersons TRAI has had since incep-
tion, eight have come from government service. Six of the nine have emerged from a
single service cadre. The cadre, like any guild, protects its own. Outsiders are not
welcome and criticism even less so. Such regulatory sinecures, prestigious and well-
compensated, provide limited incentive to take on the ministry that, for all practical
purposes, owns the public sector operator. This is not to suggest that private players
have been passive innocents. They have navigated the regulatory environment with
considerable skill, litigating effectively, lobbying strategically and occasionally man-
aging to benefit from regulatory shifts. The double standard has therefore not
always been binary, even if in the final analysis, BSNL might edge ahead. One solu-
tion, as in the case of Air India, would be to sell BSNL at a more appropriate time,
excluding the land it owns, and permanently rid the sector of the conflicts of interest
and double standards that seep through ownership structures. International institu-
tions are not immune from such tendencies either. Consider the World Trade
Organisation’s architecture on agricultural subsidies, perhaps the most glaring
example in contemporary trade law of process that is now well past it expiry date.
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ECI’s Motto of 'No Voter to Be Left
Now

i -

Behind' Ha

As the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) in West Bengal has concluded
and assembly elections are only
days away, about 90 lakh names
have been removed from the voter
lists. About 57% of them are from
districts bordering Bangladesh.
According to media reports,
Muslims in several districts are dis-
proportionately affected.
Exclusions highlighted in the media
include a former justice of the
Calcutta high court, the 88-year-old
grandson of Nandalal Bose who dec-
orated the original copy of the
Constitution, a decorated Indian Air
Force veteran, and a Kargil war vet-
eran, among many others. Without
going into the legality of whether
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) was empowered to conduct
SIR in the manner it is being con-
ducted, we would have been happy
if ECI had succeeded in its avowed
motto of ‘no voter to be left behind.’
Till now, SIR has been completed in
nine major states viz. Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal. Combined with special revi-
sion in Assam, the eligible popula-
tion covered so far has been more
than 63% of persons above 18 years,
is quite substantial and diversified.
About 45 million names were delet-
ed on account of them having been
‘absentee’, ‘shifted’, or ‘missing’, as
per the draft rolls in the nine SIR
states. Moreover, in the final rolls,
the gap between the expected eligi-
ble citizens and the number of regis-
tered electors in these 10 states is
around 70 million. If a similar trend
persists in the remaining states
also, the gap for all-India is likely to
become more than 110 million.

As this significant gap can largely
be attributed to deletion of absen-
tees, shifted and missing voters, and
logical discrepancies, in this article
we propose to discuss whether any
eligible citizen, as enshrined in sec-
tion 19 of Representation of the
People Act 1950 (RPA), can be
deprived from registration in the

S
electoral rolls.

RECAPITULATION OF STATUTO-
RY PROVISIONS

In the SIR, electors whose filled-in
enumeration forms were not sub-
mitted, have been excluded from the
draft rolls, presuming them to have
shifted elsewhere without intent to
return. The ‘absentee’ or ‘shifted’
status hinges on the ordinary resi-
dence. Any question as to where a
person is ordinarily resident at the
relevant time has to be determined
with reference to several facts and is
to such rules as may be made in this
behalf. However, neither the Union
government nor the ECI have made
any rules defining it. The procedure
currently followed is based on the
judgement of the Gauhati high court
in the Manmohan Singh case, which
defined the ‘Ordinary Resident’ to
mean a usual and normal resident of
that place, permanent in character,
not temporary or casual and for a
considerable time. It is the place
where one habitually sleeps at
night. The Supreme Court has also
held that the person has to have an

Been Lef Far Beind

intention to stay at that place for a
considerably long time.

RPA'’s Section 20(1A) also stipulates
that persons absenting themselves
temporarily from their place of ordi-
nary residence shall not, by reason
thereof, cease to be ordinarily resi-
dent therein. Accordingly, the ECI
manual stipulates that the tempo-
rary absence from place of ordinary
residence will not deprive a person
of the qualification of ordinary resi-
dence, if they possess the ability to
return and has intention to return
to that place.

EXCLUSION FROM DRAFT ROLLS
In fact, the exclusion of absentee or
shifted persons was built into the
SIR, as their names were not to be
included in the draft rolls. Most of
the persons who were absent or tem-
porarily shifted, albeit otherwise
ordinarily resident of that con-
stituency, may not have been avail-
able to receive the forms. Most of
them may not have been in a posi-
tion to come back immediately from
their current place of work or resi-
dence to submit required docu-
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ments to the BLO.

It was quite a demand to expect a
person, particularly poor migrant
workers, to travel to their home
town or village. Most of them may
have been very poor to afford travel
to their place where they were regis-
tered as voters.

Though the facility for online
uploading of forms and documents
was provided by ECI, but the ques-
tion is how many such migrants are
sufficiently digitally literate to avail
themselves of it. Moreover, even in
case of online uploading, the BLO is
to verify the documents by visiting
the household. This makes the facil-
ity ab initio redundant for the
absentee or temporarily shifted
voter. Hence, all such electors
whose names were not included in
the draft rolls, as their filled-in
forms were not returned by the stip-
ulated dates, did not get any oppor-
tunity to be heard in person under
Section 22 of the RPA.

Whether the statutory rights of
these persons can be curtailed in
SIR is to be addressed in the judi-
cial fora.

This Ceasefire Should Be a Moment
of Introspection for India

Ahead Of Bengal Polls, Decoding The

As Iran negotiates from
strength and Pakistan claims
a peacemaker’s laurels, the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s silence and strategic
drift have left India watching
from the margins of a
reordering world. The entire
world will cautiously wel-
come the two-week ceasefire
in the West Asia conflict
between the United States
and Israel on one side and
Iran on the other. It is a
pause, not a peace. Butevena
pause, in a conflict that
threatened to engulf civilisa-
tion itself, is cause for meas-
ured relief. What the cease-
fire has revealed, however, is
as consequential as the con-
flict it has temporarily
silenced: a new map of global
influence is being drawn,
and India is not among the
cartographers. The conflict
began on 28 February with
the targeted assassinations
of the topmost echelons of the
Iranian regime. These
strikes commenced just two
days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi completed
his much-trumpeted visit to
Israel. A visit that said noth-
ing about Israel’s continuing
genocide in Gaza, nothing
about its aggressively expan-
sionist policies in the occu-
pied West Bank, and every-
thing about where India’s
moral compass now points.
That silence, at such a
moment, diminished India’s
global stature in ways that
will take years to recover.
The role played by Pakistan
in brokering the ceasefire is
a severe setback to both the
substance and the style of
Modi’s highly personalised
diplomacy. For a decade, the
policy has been to isolate
Pakistan internationally, to
convince the world that itisa
failed state, a terror sponsor,
unworthy of the global high
table. That policy has now
collapsed spectacularly in
full public view. As recently
as 2018, Pakistan was on infa-
mous FATF list for support-
ing terror networks. Now it
is the peace maker. A bank-
rupt, broken Pakistan could
play peacemaker. A resur-

gent India could only watch.
The question is not what hap-
pened, but why. A bankrupt
economy, wholly dependent
on the largesse of the IMF,
the Gulf states, and China; a
country broken in so many
institutional ways, Pakistan
was able to play the role of
indispensable mediator in
the most consequential con-
flict of recent times. This is
not merely a diplomatic
embarrassment. It is a strate-
gic failure of the first order.
One recalls what Manmohan
Singh’s government accom-
plished after the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks: the
methodical, evidence-based
international isolation of
Pakistan’s terror networks,
achieved without bellicose
posturing and without aban-
doning India’s moral voice
on the world stage. The con-
trast with the present dispen-
sation is not merely stylistic.
Modi or his team have also
never explained why
Operation Sindoor was sud-
denly and abruptly halted on
May 10, 2025. The first public
announcement of which
came not from South Block
but from the United States
and for which President
Trump has claimed credit
almost a hundred times
since. Iran, for its part, has
written a chapter that histo-
ry will not forget. Faced with
the threat of obliteration, a
word Donald Trump used
with casual menace, Iran’s
people became a human
shield for their own civilisa-
tion.

The asymmetry of the con-
flict was total: the world’s
most powerful military and
the most sophisticated air
force in West Asia against a
country under decades of
sanctions, its infrastructure
degraded, its alliances limit-
ed. And yet Iran did not capit-
ulate. It extracted conditions
at the negotiating table that,
a year ago, would have been
considered unimaginable.
Among those conditions is a
principle with enormous
long-term strategic signifi-
cance: the monetisation of
the Strait of Hormuz.

Through one of history’s
most critical chokepoints,
through which flows a fifth of
the world’s oil, Iran has now
established a framework for
transit pricing. Combined
with the accelerating shift
toward yuan-denominated
energy trade, what we are
witnessing is not merely a
ceasefire but a structural
reconfiguration of global
energy economics. The dol-
lar’s long dominance over oil
markets has taken another
body blow. Iran answered
Trump’s threat of civilisa-
tional obliteration not with
surrender but with negotiat-
ing conditions that reshaped
the strategic landscape. India
has reason to breathe more
easily now. The conflict was
devastating for Indian inter-
ests, threatening energy sup-
ply chains, imperilling LPG
and CNG imports, exposing
vulnerabilities in fertiliser
and pharmaceutical inputs,
and placing the Chabahar
port project and India’s
entire INSTC investment in
jeopardy. The ceasefire gives
India space. But space to do
what? The Modi government
squandered its strategic posi-
tion before and during the
conflict, and there is little
evidence that it has the
capacity for honest intro-
spection now. India was not
at the negotiating table. It
was not even in the
antechamber.

As BRICS chair this year,
India had a historic opportu-
nity to articulate the voice of
the Global South, to insist on
a ceasefire, to refuse the
binary of alignment with
Western military adventur-
ism. Instead, it chose silence.
That silence, calculated, cow-
ardly, and consequential, has
betrayed the very architec-
ture of BRICS and the non-
aligned tradition that gave
India its distinctive global
voice for seven decades.
External affairs minister S.
Jaishankar once asked, in a
moment of public candour
widely celebrated by his
admirers: how can India
fight a power like China? It
was presented as strategic

realism. But contrast it with
what Iran’s Foreign Minister
said as American bombers
circled his country’s skies:
let them come, we will teach
them. One statement dimin-
ishes a nation; the other, dig-
nifies one. Jaishankar also
once dismissed Pakistan’s
role in regional diplomacy as
that of a dalal, a broker, a
middleman, with all the con-
tempt that word carries.
Today, that dalal has bro-
kered a ceasefire between
nuclear-armed America and
a defiant Iran. Words, in
diplomacy, have a way of
returning. The increased
influence of Pakistan, how-
ever temporary it may prove,
must be a cause of serious
concern for India. Pakistan’s
diplomatic rehabilitation,
earned by playing an indis-
pensable role in a global cri-
sis, will have consequences
on the margins of every
international forum where
India seeks to press its case
on cross-border terrorism,
on Jammu and Kashmir, on
the legitimacy of military
responses to provocations.
The ground that India has
lost is not merely rhetorical.
It translates directly into
reduced leverage, reduced
credibility, and reduced
room to manoeuvre. And
then there is the matter of the
relationship with
Washington. Donald Trump
has humiliated India in ways
that would have drawn a
sharp public response from
any government with a
spine. He forced an asymmet-
ric and deeply unfair trade
framework on India, extract-
ing concessions under threat
of tariffs while India’s nego-
tiators smiled for photo-
graphs. He sent back Indian
nationals, shackled and
chained in military aircraft,
a deliberate act of degrada-
tion that no self-respecting
nation should have absorbed
in silence. He took credit for
halting India’s own military
operation. And through it all,
the government that wraps
itself in nationalist rhetoric
offered not a syllable of pub-
lic protest.

In Kolkata's social vocabu-
lary, a particular group has
long held a special place - the
‘bhadralok’, or what is often
referred to as the 'mad-
hyabitta' (middle-class). In
English-language discourse,
this social class was once
described as the "middling
class", and the term later
evolved into the "educated
middle class", sometimes
simply called the "middle
class". During the colonial
period, British officials, who
first encountered this social
group, referred to them as
"educated natives." Like
most modern social classes,
however, the boundaries of
the bhadralok community
are difficult to define pre-
cisely. In West Bengal, and
particularly in Kolkata, the
bhadralok have historically
played a central role in shap-
ing public opinion. In earlier
decades, the Congress party
enjoyed considerable sup-
port among Kolkata's urban
middle class, while rural
Bengal leaned more towards
the Left parties. Later, dur-
ing the final phase of Left
rule, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee maintained
significant support among
urban educated voters,
while Mamata Banerjee
emerged as the political
favourite in rural Bengal.
Eventually, Banerjee man-
aged to expand her influence
across both demographics.
However, in the 2026
Assembly election, a differ-
ent pattern appears to be
emerging in parts of urban
Kolkata. In some areas,
there is visible anti-incum-
bency after nearly fifteen
years of Banerjee's govern-
ment. Among sections of the
bhadralok, too, a certain
level of dissatisfaction has
become evident. Their con-
cerns revolve around sever-
al issues that have dominat-
ed political debates in the
state, including the educa-
tion recruitment scam, alle-
gations of corruption in
political campaigns, and the
activities of the so-called

Bhadralok's Vi

"syndicate" networks
involved in construction and
local contracting. For many
members of the Bengali
bhadralok community,
these controversies have
created a sense of disillu-
sionment with the present
administration. The Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
the voter list has added
another layer of controver-
sy. Some argue that the dele-
tions  disproportionately
affect slum residents or
minority communities in
Kolkata, while others sug-
gest that the exercise target-
ed illegal infiltrators, includ-
ing Bangladeshis living in
railway colonies or old

refugee settlements.
Differing Opinions
Renowned filmmaker

Arindam Sil said, "We are
not against SIR, but we are
worried about the abrupt
huge deletion. Bengali cul-
tural degradation is a wrong
perception because there are
good films Bengalis are still
creating. Tagore's songs,
dance and book fairs -- all are
still happening. But deleted
voters can't get hearings
from tribunals. This is
unthinkable." Painter and
renowned artist Samir Aich
disagreed. "After the RG Kar
and Sandeshkhali incidents,
Bengali culture has com-
pletely eroded. I do not sub-
scribe to any particular
party but, as a creative per-

-

idea is good," he said.
Retired police officer Nazrul
Islam also said implement-
ing the SIR was a good deci-
sion and that the Trinamool
Congress government in the
state had "destroyed" the
state's development model.
Banerjee and the Trinamool
have argued that many gen-
uine voters have been
removed from the list and
that the deletions do not
affect only minority commu-
nities, but also a significant
number of Hindu voters.
There have been several
reported instances where
academicians, teachers, pro-
fessors, college students, and
government employees dis-
covered that their names
were missing from the voter
lists. For many people, the
process of correcting the
records and re-entering
their names has proven to be
complicated. The SIR verifi-
cation procedure requires
filling out multiple forms
and appearing for inquiries,
which many citizens have
found difficult and stressful.
The BJP has tried to counter
these criticisms by arguing
that voter list revisions have
taken place in several other
states as well, including
Kerala, Assam and Tamil
Nadu, without similar politi-

ews _On SIR
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son, I think Bengal has lost
its cultural glory in the past
15 years. Vote bank politics
should be stopped. The SIR

cal turmoil. The party says
the protests in West Bengal
are largely incited by the
Trinamool. Banerjee, how-
ever, has argued that there is
a  political conspiracy
behind the process, claiming
that it is being used as a
method to remove voters
sympathetic to her party. In
her campaign speeches, she
accused the Election
Commission of functioning
as a political instrument of
the BJP, an accusation that
the saffron party has denied.
Voices Raised As a result,
two parallel currents are
now visible in Kolkata's pub-
lic discourse. On the one
hand, there is genuine dis-
content among sections of
the bhadralok community
regarding governance
issues. Many of these voices
regularly appear in televi-
sion debates and discussions
across social media plat-
forms. Among sections of the
Bengali middle class, criti-
cism of the government has
been growing. However, the
SIR controversy has also
caused discomfort among
several independent intellec-
tuals and professionals who
do not align with the
Trinamool Congress. For
example, Dr Kunal Sarkar, a
well-known  cardiologist,
and Professor Sukanta
Chowdhury, emeritus pro-
fessor of Jadavpur
University.
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Siddaramaiah does not stand for social
justice,” says H.D. Deve Gowda
CM absent from rally held to support @ Muslim candidate: HDD

Bengaluru Former
Prime Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda slammed Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
alleging that the latter
does not genuinely uphold
the principles of social jus-
tice. Addressing the
Greater Bengaluru JDS
convention, he remarked
that the Chief Minister
invokes the rhetoric of
social justice primarily for
political expediency. He
further  stated that
Siddaramaiah must intro-
spect and question his own
commitment to these ide-
als, accusing him of using
the concept selectively for
political gain.

Recalling past political
developments, Deve
Gowda noted that certain
AHINDA leaders had
played a role in the fall of
Kumaraswamy’s govern-
ment and had also attempt-
ed to weaken the JDS. In
response to such circum-
stances, he said, the deci-
sion to align with the BJP
was taken with his approv-
al. He added that Shri H.D.
Kumaraswamy is present-
ly discharging his respon-
sibilities effectively as a
Union Minister, but
alleged that the State
Government has not been
cooperative, citing issues
related to Kudremukh and
HMT. He emphasised that
matters concerning the
State’s interest should not
be politicised and affirmed
that Kumaraswamy con-
tinues his work with
resolve.

He also highlighted the
strength of the NDA alli-
ance in Bihar, noting that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has reinforced the
leadership of Shri Nitish

Kumar, fostering gover-
nance based on trust and
stability. In contrast, he
remarked that the conduct
of the Congress towards
JDS had eroded trust, com-
pelling the party to join the
NDA alliance.

Referring to the ‘Daridra
Narayana’ rally, Deve
Gowda criticised the Chief
Minister for his absence at
a crucial event organised
to support a Muslim candi-
date, stating that such
actions raise serious ques-
tions about his commit-
ment to social justice. He
pointed out that
Siddaramaiah  arrived
only towards the conclu-
sion of the programme,
which, he argued, reflected
a lack of seriousness on
the issue.In a strongly
worded observation, Deve
Gowda described the pres-
ent State Government as
the worst he has witnessed
in his six decades of politi-
cal life. He asserted that
public dissatisfaction is
growing and that people
are awaiting an opportu-
nity to deliver a fitting
response. He further stat-
ed that the JDS is fully
prepared for the forthcom-

ing elections, having
already appointed coordi-
nators across five divi-
sions across the city, and
expressed confidence in
the party’s organisational
strength.

Highlighting JDS’s con
ributions, he underscored
that the party had champi-
oned women’s reservation,
recalling that he had per-
sonally initiated discus-
sions in Parliament during
his tenure as Prime
Minister. He noted that
while the proposal did not
materialise at the time, it
has now been realised under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership. He also
welcomed the decision to
convene a special session of
Parliament to deliberate
further on women’s reserva-
tion.Concluding his address,
the 93-year-old veteran lead-
er reaffirmed his commit-
ment to strengthening the
party, stating that he
remains ready to travel
across the State to mobilise
leaders and workers. He
called for unity within the
party and expressed confi-
dence that collective efforts
would further strengthen its
prospects in the State.

Karnataka

KARKALA: UNTIMELY RAINS BOOST MUNDLI RESERVOIR,
EASE SUMMER WATER WORRIES

Karkala, Apr 10: Even as
the intensity of heat contin-
ues to rise day by day along
the coastal belt, untimely
rains occurring two to
three times a week in the
foothills of the Western
Ghats have come as a boon
for Karkala.

The rains have signifi-
cantly increased the water
level in the Mundli reser-
voir, bringing relief to resi-
dents of the town who were
otherwise apprehensive
about a summer water cri-
sis this year. Mundli reser-
voir, a key source of water
supply within the munici-
pal limits, is now filled due
to the recent rainfall. With
sufficient storage available,
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excess water is being
released. The reservoir,
which has a storage capac-
ity of 3 MLD, is being used
to pump water round-the-
clock to the Ramasamudra
sump. From there, water is
supplied to various wards
in the town as well as to the
Bandimath tanks.

In hilly areas with rocky
terrain such as

"Banglegudde
Sadbhavanagar and
Parneeru, public wells
have already dried up.
Residents in these locali-
ties depend solely on the
water supplied from the
Bandimath tank. However,
with the Mundli reservoir
now replenished, drinking
water concerns in these
regions have eased.

Krupanidhi PU College records

99.21% pa

Bengaluru, April 2026: The
Second PUC Examination
results for the academic year
2025-26 brought cheer across
Karnataka, with a notable
rise in the overall pass per-
centage. Out of 7,10,363 stu-
dents who appeared, nearly
6.10 lakh cleared the exams,
marking a significant
improvement compared to
previous years.

Amid the state’s strong
performance, Krupanidhi
Pre-University  College,
located in Koramangala,
achieved an exceptional
99.21% pass rate. The cam-
pus witnessed jubilant cele-
brations as students, par-
ents, and faculty marked the
achievement.

A total of 291 students
secured distinction, while
433 students passed with first
class, reflecting the institu-
tion’s consistent academic
excellence.

In the Science stream,
Deepika M. topped with
99.17%, followed by Anusha
V.N. with 98.5% and
Yashaswini M. with 98.33%.
In Commerce, Sanjana and
Syed Batool secured joint
first rank with 99%, while
Rakshita R., Tanishka V.,
and Anusha V.N. followed
with 98.50%.

Chairman Prof. Suresh
Nagpal congratulated stu-
dents and faculty, attribut-
ing the success to dedicated
teaching, the institution’s

ss in PUC results

‘Modern Gurukul’ approach,
and consistent academic sup-
port. He emphasized that
teamwork between teachers
and parents played a key role
in achieving these results.
Top performers expressed
gratitude to their mentors
and the institution for con-
tinuous guidance and sup-
port. The college campus
turned festive, with students
and parents celebrating the
outstanding results and
appreciating the efforts of
the management and faculty.

Former Vice President Venkaiah Naidu Inaugurates 10th Edition of CAHOCON 2026

Bengaluru : M. Venkaiah Naidu,
former Vice President of India, inau-
gurated the 10th edition of CAHOCON
2026, India’s premier healthcare qual-
ity conference organised by the
Consortium of Accredited Healthcare
Organizations (CAHO).

Scheduled from April 10 to 12, 2026,
the conference features high-impact
scientific sessions, panel discussions,
innovation showcases, and interac-
tive networking opportunities. The
programme also includes poster pre-
sentations by researchers and clini-
cians, highlighting innovative proj-
ects and fostering knowledge
exchange.

Dr Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing
Director of the Apollo Hospitals
Group, delivered the Keynote
Address, while Dr Ezequiel Garcia
Elorrio, President and Board Member
of the International Society for
Quality in Health Care (ISQua), pre-
sented the Special Address.

Dr Vijay Agarwal, President, and

-
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Felicitation of the

healthcare exhibition with over 200
stalls, showcasing cutting-edge prod-
ucts and services from leading medi-
cal equipment manufacturers, digital
health companies, pharmaceutical
firms, and service providers.

In his Chief Guest address,
Venkaiah Naidu said, “The govern-
ments must prioritise the creation of
robust healthcare infrastructure,
particularly in rural areas, to ensure
that quality care is accessible to all,
ideally at no cost. While insurance
penetration has improved over the

comes. Equally important is strength-
ening awareness at the community
level, with a strong focus on preven-
tive care, this will play a crucial role
in reducing the growing burden of
lifestyle diseases in the long term.”
The conference will also feature
multiple breakout houses, designed
to facilitate smaller group discus-
sions, interactive workshops, and
focused learning sessions. Over 40
pre-event workshops were organised
engaging 32 leading hospitals, pro-
viding hands-on training and practi-
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Kundapur: Woman
killed after tipper lorry rams

scooter

Kundapur, Apr 11: In a tragic
incident, a woman lost her life
after a tipper lorry, which was
proceeding from Udupi towards
Kundapur, rammed into a scoot-
er from behind at the Bijadi
divider on Friday.The deceased
has been identified as Sharada
(55), wife of late Manjunath
Achari, aresident of Neerukodlu
in Vaddarse.According to
details, Sharada was on her way
to her sister’s house at Ankada

at Bijadi

Katta in Koteshwar. At the time
of the accident, the scooter was
being ridden by her son. Due to
the severity of the impact, the
woman died on the spot, while
her son, who was riding the
scooter, fortunately escaped
without any life-threatening
injuries. On receiving infor-
mation, Kundapur police visit-
ed the spot, registered a case,
and have taken up further
investigation.

Payal Chengappa to join the tribe
of ZEE5 Kannada’s Genre-Bending

Original S

Bengaluru: The platform has already
announced actor Nagabhushana as the
lead. Today it has announced the inter-
net sensation Payal Chengappa which
has doubled the audience's curiosity.
Payal being known for her crispy pun,
hence is expected to be the perfect fit to
A Unique
Concept Rooted in Local Flavor Jerax
has already sparked curiosity, starting

this fun tribe of 'Jerax'.

eries ‘Jerax’

with its intriguing title. The series is set in the Mandya-Mysuru belt
and follows Prakash, a xerox shop owner whose life takes an unex-
pected turn when he discovers he possesses unusual powers. Blending
rooted, small-town storytelling with elements of fantasy and science
fiction, Jerax stands apart from conventional narratives. The show

promises a quirky, unpredictabl
and emotional depth.The series

e world filled with humor, intrigue,
is produced by actor-producer Daali

Dhananjaya under his banner and directed by Srinidhi Bengaluru,
bringing together a team known for pushing creative boundaries. This
collaboration reflects ZEE5 Kannada’s ongoing focus on culturally

grounded stories that resonate w
fresh, contemporary storytelling

ith regional audiences while offering
formats.

KSRTC Wins 3 National-Level
AdWorld Showdown Awards

New Delhi : Karnataka
State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) has
won three national-level
awards at the AdWorld
Showdown Awards. The
Corporation received awards
under: Best Customer
Acquisition & Retention cat-
egory for bus branding Best
Use of Technology category
for AWATAR 4.0 (with UPI
facility) Human Resources

Dr Lallu Joseph, Secretary General,
CAHO were among the dignitaries
who delivered special addresses. Dr
Nalla G Palaniswami, Organising
Chairperson, CAHOCON 2026, wel-

comed the gathering, while Dr
Manivannan,

address.

Co-Organising
Chairperson, presented the theme
Dr Sathish Devadoss,
Organising Secretary, proposed the

vote of thanks.

The Professional Couriers Express Logistics
launches Pro.X to better serve the public

Bengaluru: The
Professional Couriers, one
of India's most trusted and
widely recognized logistics
brands, launched its new
premium service Pro.X by
Managing Director Thomas
John, Managing Director
Ahmed Meeran, Directors
Demessy C. Chacko, Suresh
Bhardan V. Srinath, P.M.
Abraham at the Jaypee

Fortune Celestial
Auditorium.
Later, speaking at a

media conference, Thomas
John said, One of India's
most trusted and widely
recognized logistics brands,
The Professional Couriers
(TPC), marks 38 years of

excellence in the courier
and express logistics indus-
try. With one of the coun-
try's widest distribution
networks, TPC has success-
fully connected businesses
and individuals in every
nook and corner of India.
It has established itself as
one of the largest courier
and express logistics ser-
vice providers in the coun-
try. Founded with a vision
to provide reliable, effi-
cient and customer-centric
delivery solutions, TPC has
consistently evolved with
changing market needs and
technological advance-
ments. Over nearly four
decades, the organization

has built a strong reputa-
tion for reliability, reach
and service quality, cater-
ing to diverse industries
and customers in both
domestic and international
markets.

Recognizing the growing
demand for specialized
logistics solutions, TPC
entered the premium ser-
vices segment 14 years ago,
offering customized and
time-sensitive  delivery
solutions tailored to busi-
nesses that require a high
level of service assurance,
speed and reliability. These
services are designed to
meet the expectations of
customers who want
enhanced logistics perfor-
mance beyond standard
courier offerings.

As part of this premium
portfolio, Pro Premium
has been introduced to
provide a superior service
experience with improved
transit timelines,
enhanced operational
monitoring and dedicated
management processes.
Pro Premium has been
widely appreciated by cus-
tomers who require reli-
able, priority-based logis-
tics solutions.

CAHOCON 2026
brought together around 2,500 health-
care leaders, clinicians, administra-
tors, and policymakers, including
over 200 international delegates, to
S deliberate on advancements in
patient safety, healthcare quality,
accreditation, and digital transfor-
mation. Alongside the conference,
the event hosts a comprehensive

years, a significant proportion of
patients still rely on out-of-pocket
expenditure, which remains a major
concern. There is immense potential
for Public-Private Partnerships to
bridge gaps in access and affordabili-
ty, enabling more efficient and wide-
spread delivery of healthcare servic-
es. At the same time, healthcare prac-
titioners must embrace artificial
intelligence to expand reach, improve
diagnostics, and enhance patient out-

ticipants.

tal administration.

cal insights into quality improve-
ment and patient safety for the par-
The inaugural function
featured the release of the Conference
Souvenir and academic publications
and journals, along with the launch
of new programmes, including matu-
rity and excellence standards in
healthcare risk, laparoscopic gover-
nance, pharmacy governance, reha-
bilitation, and patient-friendly hospi-

and Health

Ambari Utsav,

initiatives
Through the AWATAR sys-
tem, online ticket reserva-
tion, real-time seat availabil-
ity, and cashless UPI pay-
ments have been made con-
venient. The Corporation’s
excellent Human Resource
and Health initiatives, along
with bus branding such as
PallakkKi,
Airavat Club Class 2.0, and

Ashwamedha buses, have
gained significant public
appreciation, leading to their
recognition for these awards.
At the award ceremony held
in New Delhi, Ms. Nidhi S.
Mittal, Marketing Leader,
Hult International Business
School, presented the
awards. On behalf of the
Corporation, Mr. M.P.
Srihari Babu, Divisional
Controller, Puttur Division,
and Mr. S.S. Dasharath,
Divisional Controller,
Hassan Division, received
the awards.

Breaking The Silence on Parkinson’s Disease: Experts Urge Early
Recognition of Symptoms and Access to Life-Changing Treatments

Bangalore : As the world
observes World Parkinson’s
Day, leading neurologists, neu-
rosurgeons and patient advoca-
cy groups are calling for urgent
action to improve awareness,
early diagnosis, and access to
treatment for Parkinson’s dis-
ease a progressive neurological
disorder affecting over 10 mil-
lion people globally and among
the fastest-growing neurological
conditions worldwide. Despite
its significant and rising bur-
den, Parkinson’s disease contin-
ues to be widely misunderstood,
underdiagnosed, and inade-
quately treated.

Parkinson’s disease is a
chronic, degenerative disorder
of the central nervous system
caused by the gradual loss of
dopamine-producing neurons
in the brain, leading to impaired
movement and coordination.
While the exact cause remains
unknown, experts believe it
results from a combination of
genetic and environmental fac-
tors. The disease typically
affects individuals over the age
of 60; however, nearly 10-15% of
cases occur in people under 50,
highlighting the need for broad-
er awareness across age groups.

One of the most pressing chal-
lenges in Parkinson’s care is
delayed diagnosis. Early symp-

toms are often subtle and mis-
takenly attributed to normal
ageing, resulting in missed
opportunities for timely inter-
vention. Common symptoms
include tremor (shaking), slow-
ness of movement, stiffness in
the limbs or trunk, and difficul-
ty with balance and coordina-
tion. Over time, these symptoms
may worsen and begin to inter-
fere with everyday activities
such as walking, speaking, or
performing routine tasks inde-
pendently.

In addition to motor symp-
toms, Parkinson’s disease is

associated with a wide spec-
trum of non-motor symptoms
that are frequently overlooked
but have a profound impact on
quality of life. These include
depression, anxiety, sleep dis-
turbances, cognitive impair-
ment, loss of smell, constipa-
tion, and autonomic dysfunc-
tion. Importantly, many of these
non-motor symptoms may
appear years before the onset of
motor signs, offering a critical
window for earlier detection
and intervention.

“Parkinson’s disease aware-
ness is crucial, as it is a well-

recognised neurological condi-
tion that affects many individ-
uals. While medications
remain the initial line of treat-
ment, many patients experi-
ence reduced effectiveness
over time, along with fluctua-
tions in symptom control.
Advanced therapies such as
Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS)
have transformed the treat-
ment landscape, offering sig-
nificant improvement in motor
symptoms like tremors, stiff-
ness, and movement difficul-
ties. With ongoing advance-
ments, adaptive DBS systems
are further enhancing treat-
ment precision by automati-
cally adjusting stimulation
based on a patient’s activity
and brain signals. Patients
with advanced Parkinson’s dis-
ease should not lose hope, as
these therapies can help
restore independence and
improve daily functioning.
Early consultation with a neu-
rologist and neurosurgeon
along with timely evaluation
for advanced therapies can
make a meaningful difference
in quality of life,” said Dr.
Raghuram Gopalakrishnan,
Director & Senior Consultant,
Head of Stereotactic and
Functional Neurosurgery,
KIMS Hospital.
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Tamil Nadu

2026 TN ELECTIONS | WOMEN EMPOWERMENT, CHILD
WELLBEING CLOSE TO MY HEART, SAYS CM STALIN

He further said "we immediately introduced the breakfast programme in schools so that not a single
child should go to school hungry.

CHENNAIL The wom- ¥z

en’s monthly entitlement
scheme and the Chief
Minister’s  Breakfast
scheme, among the
numerous welfare initia-
tives launched by his
government, were close
to his heart, DMK presi-
dent and Tamil Nadu CM
MK Stalin has said.
While the women
empowerment scheme,
which is being replicated
in other states in the
country will go down in
history as a very impor-
tant programme, the
breakfast scheme, aimed
at improving the chil-
dren’s health, has immea-
surable benefits, the
Chief Minister told PTI
in an interview.

“All the schemes that
we have implemented in
the Dravidian model
regime are very impor-
tant initiatives. However,
I would like to say that
though we have imple-
mented various schemes,
two schemes are close to

my heart. They are the
women’s monthly entitle-
ment scheme and CM’s
breakfast scheme,” he
said when asked if he
could name schemes,
among the slew of wel-
fare programmes being
implemented by his gov-
ernment, that gave him
immense satisfaction.
“The women’s entitle-
ment scheme provides Rs
1,000 per month to the
heads of families. When
we first announced this

scheme as a promise (in
2021 polls), the opposition
parties criticised it say-
ing that it could not be
implemented at all, that
it was announced for
elections. But today, the
women’s rights scheme
is the best implemented
scheme in India,” he
said. Those who criti-
cised it then, were the
ones who are implement-
ing this scheme today in
the states ruled by their
parties. “In our next

regime, we are going to
increase this amount to
Rs 2,000. This scheme
will go down in history as
a very important
scheme,” he added.
“Similarly, another
program close to my
heart is the breakfast
programme for school
children. The cost of this
programme is less than
the others, but its bene-
fits are immeasurable.”
He further said “we
immediately introduced
the breakfast programme
in schools so that not a
single child should go to
school hungry. Later, we
expanded it to govern-
ment-aided schools. Now,
in our next government,
we are going to expand it
up to class 8.” “Now, we
have created a situation
where not a single child
comes to school hungry.
The children’s stomachs
are full and they are study-
ing well. I am truly satis-
fied with the implementa-
tion of this programme.”

Kamal Haasan to campaign for DMK-led

CHENNAI: Ahead of the 2026

alliance from April 17 to 20

Coimbatore and Tiruchi districts.

Tamil Nadu Assembly elections,
Makkal Needhi Maiam party presi-
dent and MP Kamal Haasan will
undertake a four-day campaign
tour from April 17 to 20 in support
ofthe DMK-led Secular Progressive
Alliance candidates.

2026 TN elections | Annamalai
refutes TVK’s allegations linking
Union Minister Murugan to ‘Jana
Nayagan’ leakAs per the party head-

quarters’ announcement, he will
campaign across several constituen-
cies in Chennai, Tiruppur,

On April 17, Kamal Haasan will
campaign inthe Harbour, Perambur,
Kolathur and Villivakkam
Assembly  constituencies in
Chennai. On April 18, he will cover
Thyagaraya Nagar, Mylapore,
Chepauk-Thiruvallikeni and
Velachery constituencies. 2026 TN
elections | Don’t compare Vijay
with MGR, says AIADMK chief
Palaniswami On April 19.
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Southern Railway announces summer special trains
between Tirunelveli and Chennai Egmore

CHENNALI Southern Railway will
operate special trains between
Tirunelveli and Chennai Egmore.
Udhayanidhi Stalin switches to char-
tered flight, avoids sharing aircraft
with Edappadi Palaniswami
According to a press release, a spe-
cial train (No 6070) will depart from
Tirunelveli at 11.40 pm on April 16,
23, and 30 (Thursdays) and reach
Chennai at 10.45 am the following
day. In the return direction, a special

=5

train (No 6069) will depart from

Chennai Egmore at 1.25 pm on April
17, 24, and May 1 (Fridays) and reach
Tirunelveli at 1:00 am the next day.

April 4 between city, The train will
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i

Ariyalur,
Vriddhachalam,
Villupuram,
¢ Melmaruvathur,
Chengalpattu,
Tambaram, and
Chennai Egmore.

The coach composition
will include one AC
two-tier coach, six AC
three-tier coaches, two
AC three-tier economy
coaches, seven sleeper
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stop at Tirunelveli, Kovilpatti, class coaches, four general second-
Sattur, Virudhunagar, Madurai, class coaches, one disabled-friendly
Kodaikanal  Road, Dindigul, second-class coach, and one luggage-
Tiruchchirappalli, Srirangam, cum-brake van.

Udhayanidhi Stalin switches to chartered flight, avoids
sharing aircraft with Edappadi Palaniswami

CHENNAI: With cam-
paigning intensifying
ahead of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly election sched-
uled for April 23, Deputy
Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Saturday altered his travel
plans to Tiruchy, avoiding
sharing a commercial flight
with AIADMK general sec-
retary and Leader of the
Opposition Edappadi K
Palaniswami.

Southern Railway
announces summer special
trains between Tirunelveli
and Chennai Egmore

Both leaders were initially
booked on the same IndiGo
passenger flight departing
from Chennai to Tiruchy at
12.40 pm. The flight was to be
operated using a small ATR
aircraft, and the two leaders
had reportedly been allotted
seats in close proximity. This
led to heightened activity at
the Chennai airport, as secu-
rity officials weighed poten-
tial concerns amid the

heightened political ten-

IndiGo flight around 10 am

-

pm.ECI transfers Home

sions.In recent days, both
leaders have traded sharp
remarks against each other
on the campaign trail
Officials were apprehensive
that the two travelling
together on the same flight
could lead to an uncomfort-
able situation.In this back-
drop, Udhayanidhi Stalin
cancelled his booking on the

and arranged to travel sepa-
rately by a chartered air-
craft. He is scheduled to
depart from the old Chennai
airport terminal at 2 pm and
reach Tiruchi at 245 pm
Edappadi K Palaniswami
will proceed as planned on
the IndiGo flight, departing
Chennai at 1240 pm and
arriving in Tiruchy at 1.30

Secretary Dheeraj Kumar; K
Manivasan appointedThe
change in travel plans
brought relief to officials,
who said the revised arrange-
ments would prevent poten-
tial tensions at both the
Chennai and Tiruchy air-
ports, including during
reception events organised
by party workers.

Consumers Beware! Why you should
never leave a child alone in a car

Leaving a child alone in a car is
fraught with danger. If the car is
locked with all the windows closed,
the child runs the risk of suffering
severe heat stroke, as cars heat up
very quickly and children are
extremely susceptible to heat. If
you Kkeep the engine idling, with
the key in the ignition and the air-
conditioner running, your child
can get kKidnapped, or your car may
get stolen, along with the child. A
couple in Kerala learnt this the
hard way when their car got sto-
len, along with their toddler in the
backseat, in January this year. On
their way to a relative’s house in
Kozhikode, the couple stopped at a
bakery. Their child was sleeping at
the back, so they left the car engine
idling to keep the air-conditioning
on and stepped out to buy a few
items. To their horror, their car
was stolen, along with the child at
the back! Fortunately for them, it
all ended on a happy note — the
thief was caught and the child,
abandoned after two hours on the
roadside, was picked up safe and
sound!

There was an almost identical
incident in Delhi last June. Here,
the couple left their two kids — an
11-year-old girl and her three-year-
old brother — in the car, with the
ACrunning, while they went into a
confectionery shop in East Delhi.
When they returned, they found
their car stolen, along with the
children. After a three-hour police
chase involving 20 police vehicles,
the culprits abandoned the vehicle
and the children too.

One may find it hard to believe,
but there are innumerable instanc-
es of parents, and in some cases a
grandparent, leaving behind a
sleeping child in the car by mis-
take. There are also cases of par-
ents leaving a child behind in the
car while going on a short errand,
believing the car to be a safe place.
With the windows up and the car
locked, the temperature inside the
car goes up so quickly that a child
is unable to withstand it. In May
last year, a couple from Kota dis-
trict, Rajasthan, lost their three-
year-old daughter to vehicular
hyperthermia. The parents were
going to a wedding with their two
daughters and when the father
stopped the car in front of the
venue, his wife and the elder

daughter exited. The father pre-
sumed that all three had left and so
parked and locked the car and
went in, leaving the sleeping child
behind. By the time they realised
that three-year-old Gorvika was
missing and went to get her, it was
too late.

In another tragic incident on
October 30, three-year-old Vartika
became a victim of heat stroke in a
locked car in Meerut. In this case,
it was not her parents, but a col-
league of her father who took her
for a ride in the car and then left
her in the parked car, planning to
return shortly. The heat inside the
car Killed the child. There are sev-
eral websites that help you calcu-
late the temperature inside a car at
different ambient temperatures.
When the outside temperature is
30°C, for example, the temperature
inside a car goes up to almost 50°C
(48.89 °C, to be precise) in just 30
minutes! In 15 minutes, it hovers
over 43°C. Eighty per cent of the
temperature rise, it is estimated,
occurs within the first half an
hour. A study published in March
2009 in the International Journal of
Meteorology reveals that even on
cloudy days with lower ambient
air temperatures, the tempera-
tures inside a car can reach dan-

gerous levels.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration in the
United States says that a child’s
body temperature rises three to
five times faster than an adult’s
and heat stroke occurs when the
body temperature reaches 104°F
(40°C). A child can die when it
reaches 107°F (41.6°C).

Cars seem to hold a special
attraction for children when it
comes to playtime and that’s how
many of them enter the vehicle and
get trapped when the doors auto-
matically get locked. In Kochi,
Kerala, two-year-old Rithick got
inside his father’s car parked in
front of the house and locked him-
self up by pressing the lock button
on the key. The parents did not
have the spare key and eventually
had to call the Fire and Rescue
Services to get the child out — the
entire process took 45 minutes
early in the morning and the child
was traumatised inside. There was
a similar incident in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, in
July. Here, the parents were lucky
but there are many unfortunate
cases where the children are found
too late.

In November, four siblings, aged
2-7 years, died in a car in Radadiya

village in Gujarat’s Amreli dis-
trict. The parents had gone to work
on a farm and the children got into
the car of the farm owner and were
unable to get out when the doors
automatically locked. By the time
they were found, all had suc-
cumbed to heat stroke. Earlier, in
May, a three-year-old girl in
Bhadradri Kothagudem district in
Telangana met the same fate when
she accidentally got locked inside a
car parked in front of her house.
The same month, six-year-old
Kaunen and his four-year-old cous-
in Abdullah, playing in the com-
pound of their house in Raebareli
district in Uttar Pradesh, got into a
parked SUV and got locked. Heat
stroke claimed their lives.

A month prior to that, two chil-
dren reported missing by their
parents in Central Mumbai were
found dead in an abandoned car
parked in Antop Hill. So, never
leave a child alone in a car, even
for a short time, and if you are the
forgetful type, keep a paper
reminding you of the child at the
back, pasted on the windshield!
Make sure that any child that
enters a car exits safely. Always
keep your car locked and store
the key in a place where children
cannot access it.

Food Talk: Pistachio in the
Indian imagination

ore than three decades back, I

was busy researching Indian

aphrodisiac recipes. My good

friend, a peerless food impresa-
rio, sprang a surprise when he disclosed that
he was in possession of the heirloom recipe
from the rural kitchens of Patiala — Pistiyan
da salan. He had been ‘gifted’ this recipe by
a food-loving scion of the princely family.
When we got heritage chef Mohammad
Farooq to cook it for us, it turned out to be
exquisite. It was creamy chicken curry with
the gravy having hardly a hint of the emer-
ald tint. It tasted rich and had, perhaps,
served the patrons in urgent need of tonic
restorative food well. Chef Farooq’s exer-
tions made us realise that, to mix meta-
phors, this was not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’.
Years passed by, and we had almost forgot-
ten about the magical properties of the pista-
chio when we suddenly encountered the
recipe of ‘pista gosht’ in Chef Nishant
Choubey’s forthcoming cookbook, ‘Stay
With the Indus’. This time, the nut was
favouring not the murg, but a mutton chop.

Pista has always occupied the top spot in
Indian imagination. Above cashewnuts,
walnuts, and even almonds. Imported from
Afghanistan, it had great scarcity value.
Thin slivers were used to garnish phirni,
kulfi and burfi. This was before liberalisa-
tion of imports that made access to all kinds
of nuts easy.

Memory is still green of the ‘piste ki
launjee’ that was crafted with unalloyed
pista. It is seldom seen at the desi sweetshop
counters these days, though, at times, served

in lieu of pralines and petit-fours.

We are glad that pistachios are enjoying a
well-deserved revival. Chef Parvinder Bali,
who directs the School of European Pastry
and Culinary Arts in Gurugram, treated us
to an absolutely out-of-this-world ‘pista gela-
to’ when we visited his pastry studio — that
in itself is a work of art. Chef Bali informed
us that the best pistachios are imported
from Turkey, and this is what Chef Nishant
seconds. ‘Pista-crusted mutton chops’ do not
claim any aphrodisiac properties but would
have easily found a place in any princely
dastarkhwan — Awadhi, Patialashahi or
Hyderabadi. Try it out before the weather
changes, and you start worrying about its
garam taseer! Prepare a crust for lamb chops
by mixing chopped pistachios, jalapenos,
chopped capers, green olives, parsley and
breadcrumbs.

Marinate lamb chops with salt, pepper,
olive oil, minced garlic, minced ginger, tur-
meric powder and garam masala for at least
two hours. Cook these in a pre-heated oven
at 220°C for 10-12 minutes, and let these rest.

Meanwhile, roast the pumpkin at 180°C
for 10 minutes with some chopped garlic,
turmeric powder and olive oil. Take it out of
the oven. Mash it well. Spice it up with
cumin powder, red chilli powder and cilan-
tro.Take a separate pan and cook the prunes
in red wine vinegar and sugar on low flame
for 3-4 minutes, stirring continuously.

Spread the crust on a flat tray and place
the chops in it, turning once or twice to coat
evenly. Serve with warm mash and cooked
prunes.
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Iran Says US Agreed To Release Frozen Assets
In Qatar, Foreign Banks, Official Denies

Iran on Saturday reportdly
claimed that the United
States agreed to release
frozen Iranian assets held in
Qatar and other countries.
However, Washington
moved quickly to push back
as a senior US official denied
the report, saying, "False.
The meetings have not even
started yet." The denial came
after a senior Iranian source
told Reuters that
Washington had agreed to
release Iranian frozen assets
held in Qatar and other for-
eign banks, welcoming the
purported move as a sign of
"seriousness" in reaching a
deal. The source said it was
one of Iran's demands "in
messages conveyed to the US
side" and that Tehran had
received a US agreement to
release the assets. A second
Iranian source put a figure
on it, saying the US had
agreed to release $6 billion of
frozen funds held in Qatar.
ALSO READ: Islamabad
Hosts US-Iran Talks: Where,
When And What To Expect
— Check Key Leaders
Attending Iran's Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf had publicly
warned as recently as
Friday that talks could not
begin unless Washington
releases the blocked funds
and Israel halted its strikes
in Lebanon. Ghalibaf said
the two measures had been

"mutually agreed upon
between the parties" but had
"yet to be implemented." The
frozen assets question has a
long and tangled history.
The most recent significant
transfer came in September
2023, when around $6 billion
in Iranian oil revenues
frozen in South Korean
banks since 2019 were
moved to restricted accounts
in Qatar under a US sanc-
tions waiver, tied to a pris-
oner exchange. Iran could
access the funds only for
humanitarian purchases,
food, medicine, under strict
US oversight. Those funds
were subsequently blocked
again after the Hamas-led
attacks of October 7, 2023,
due to Iran's links to the

group. The exact total value
of Iran's frozen assets abroad
is unclear, but several esti-
mates place the figure above
$100 billion. Before the war,
Iran was already in acute
economic distress, with
year-on-year inflation run-
ning at over 68 percent,the
highest since World War II,
making the release of frozen
funds a central demand in
any settlement. The final
agreement being negotiated
is expected to include
Iranian commitments not to
pursue nuclear weapons in
exchange for sanctions relief
and the return of frozen
assets, Reuters reported.
Iran's broader 10-point pro-
posal, which forms the basis
of the current negotiations,

includes lifting all sanctions,
the release of frozen assets
abroad, and full payment of
Iran's war-related damages.
Washington has not publicly
confirmed the scope of any
asset release. US President
Donald Trump confirmed on
Saturday that peace talks
between the United States
and Iran had officially begun
in Islamabad. However,
Trump called Iran a 'failing
nation' and expressing deep
uncertainty about the out-
come of the negotiations, In
a phone call with Trump,
White House Correspondent
Kellie Meyer asked Trump
about his Truth Social post
touting US oil and gas sup-
plies, Trump said the move-
ment of tankers toward

American shores was not a
consequence of Iran keeping
the Strait of Hormuz shut.
"Take a look out of the great
seas of our world — many of
them heading to the United
States to load up with oil, we
have plenty of it," he said.
The Strait, he added, would
reopen "in the not too distant
future." When asked
whether Trump believed
Iran was acting in good
faith, he was non-committal.
"T1l let you know that in a
very short period of time,
won't take long," he said.
When pressed on how talks
were going, Trump said he
had "no idea." Asked if he
was hopeful, the president
shrugged off the question in
characteristic fashion:
"Whatever, otherwise we'll
reset. We're ready to go."
Meanwhile, Trump earlier
stated that a large empty oil
tankers were on their way to
the United States to load up
with American oil and gas.
"Massive numbers of com-
pletely empty oil tankers,
some of the largest any-
where in the World, are
heading, right now, to the
United States to load up
with the best and 'sweetest'
oil (and gas!) anywhere in
the World," Trump wrote.
"We have more oil than the
next two largest oil
economies combined — and
higher quality.

RBL Bank Ltd. on Saturday
said that it has called an
extraordinary general meet-
ing on May 4 to seek share-
holder approval for changes
linked to Emirates NBD
Bank's planned investment,
including revised board
nomination rights and
amendments to the bank's
articles of association. The
move advances the Dubai
lender's proposed acquisi-
tion of a controlling stake in
the private sector bank. The
key pricing detail remains
unchanged. Emirates NBD
is set to subscribe to new
RBL Bank shares at Rs 280
per equity share under the
preferential allotment
announced earlier. The pro-
posed issue covers up to
95.91crore fully paid-up equi-
ty shares, or alower number
equal to 60% of the post-
issue equity capital, subject
to adjustments under the
investment agreement. The
bank said its board
approved an amendment
agreement on April 11 to
align the original October
2025 investment pact with
conditions set out in the
Reserve Bank of India's
approval. The central bank
had cleared Emirates NBD
to acquire up to 74% of RBL
Bank's paid-up share capital
through a letter dated April
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RBL BANK CALLS FOR
SHAREHOLDER VOTE ON
EMIRATES NBD DEAL

1. The transaction is set to
become one of the most sig-
nificant foreign investments
in an Indian private lender
and would give Emirates
NBD management control of
RBL Bank once completed.
India permits foreign invest-
ment of up to 74% in private
banks, though larger hold-
ings by a single foreign insti-
tution require regulatory
approval. NDTV Profit had
reported on April 2 that the
RBI had approved the pro-
posed acquisition of majori-
ty shareholding in RBL
Bank by Emirates NBD, fol-
lowing earlier clearance
from the Competition
Commission of India. The
deal is expected to close in
the first quarter of FY27,

subject to remaining
approvals and customary
conditions. Deal Terms
Under the deal structure, if
Emirates NBD holds more
than 50% of the bank, it can
nominate all non-independ-
ent directors, including
executive directors, subject
to applicable law. That right
reduces as shareholding
falls. If its stake is 50% or
below but at least 30%, it
may nominate up to three
non-executive  directors.
Below that, the number falls
further based on ownership
thresholds. RBL Bank also
said shareholders will vote
on approval for fixed remu-
neration payable to
Chandan Sinha as non-exec-
utive part-time chairman.

TCS SALARY HIKE: Double-Digit
Increment For Employees On Cards?

Tata Consultancy Services
said top performers will
receive double-digit salary
hikes as the company rolls
out annual increments across
eligible employees from April
1. The move stands out at a
time when pay growth, hiring
demand and job confidence
remain under -close
watch across the IT
sector. TCS
announced the
revision
alongside its
March
quarter
earnings,
linking the
decision to
continued
deal momen-
tum and confi-
dence in business
demand. The pay
action also sends a signal on
retention as companies com-
pete for skilled workers in Al,
cloud and digital roles. Pay
Reset The company said
increments will apply across
grades for eligible employees,
with stronger rewards for
high performers. "We have
announced annual incre-
ments to all eligible employ-

The

move stands out at

a time when pay growth,

hiring demand and job confi-
dence remain under close watch

across the IT sector. TCS

announced the revision along
side its March quarter
earnings

across
grades,

effective  April

1st, with top performers get-
ting a double-digit increase,"
the company said during the
earnings call. TCS ended
FY26 with a workforce of
584,519 employees. The com-
pany also said headcount rose
by more than 2,000 employees
in the March quarter. Salary
hikes remain one of the clear-

est indicators employees
track to judge company confi-
dence and career prospects.
Differentiated pay can help
TCS retain high-performing
talent while rewarding
employees with skills in
growth areas such as artifi-
cial intelligence, cybersecuri-
ty and data. The announce-
ment comes after the compa-
ny said it continues to invest
in a futureready workforce
with experienced hires and
campus recruits. Street

g s

Watch Investors will now
watch whether wage hikes
pressure margins in coming
quarters or are offset by
stronger growth and produc-
tivity gains. Management
said it remains focused on
balancing growth with prof-
itability, even as it continues
investing under its build-
partner-acquire  strategy.
Attention may also turn to
whether other large IT firms
announce similar pay moves
during the earnings season.

Soch Expands Footprint in Vizag with
Second Store and a Seasonal Edit

Vizag, Andhra Pradesh
April, 2026: Soch, India’s
leading occasion and

evening wear brand, proud-
ly announces the opening of
its second store in Vizag,
marking its eleventh store
in Andhra Pradesh. Known
for its scenic charm and
deeply rooted cultural tradi-
tions, Vizag continues to
emerge as a promising mar-
ket for evening occasion
wear, making it a strategic
choice for Soch’s expan-
sion. Spanning over 1,400
square feet, the new store is
thoughtfully designed to
deliver an elevated shop-
ping experience.. Reflecting
the brand’s commitment to
elegant contemporary
design, the space houses an
extensive selection of suit
sets, sarees, kurtas, lehen-
gas, dresses, kaftans, and
fusion wear, catering to a
wide spectrum of occasions
and personal styles. The
store launch coincides with
the launch of Soch’s Spring
Summer collection, bring-
ing focus to seasonal dress-
ing. This collection is a cele-
bration of lightness and ver-
satility, featuring breath-
able fabrics, fluid silhou-

ettes, and a vibrant yet bal-
anced colour palette.
Designed with the modern
woman in mind, the collec-
tion seamlessly blends style
with comfort, an essential
consideration for coastal
climates like Vizag. From
everyday elegance to occa-
sion-ready ensembles, the
brand offers a fresh per-
spective on ethnic wear,
making it both functional
and fashion-forward. Each
piece is crafted to adapt
effortlessly to the evolving
wardrobe needs of today’s
consumer, while retaining

the essence of traditional
artistry. With this launch,
Soch continues to strength-
en its footprint in South
India, reinforcing its posi-
tion as a preferred destina-
tion for women seeking eth-
nic wear that perfectly
blends tradition with con-
temporary styles. Soch has
been a leading force in the
Indian ethnic wear market
for over 20 successful years.
With over 175 exclusive
stores across 65+ cities,
Soch ensures its collections
are accessible to a wide cus-
tomer base. Its strong

online presence further

enhances convenience,
with customers able to shop
seamlessly through its web-
site, soch.com, as well as
leading marketplaces such
as Amazon, Myntra, and
Ajio. To stay abreast of the
latest offers and receive
timely updates, follow
SochStories on Instagram,
Soch is also present on
Facebook, YouTube, and
Pinterest. For further infor-
mation and a comprehen-
sive shopping experience,
visit our official website
soch.com.

REGULATORY CHALLENGES IN

INFRASTRUCTURE SECTORS

The panel on “Accountability
by Design: Shaping Al
Regulations, Platforms, and
Critical Digital
Infrastructure” at the recent
7th Digital Citizen Summit
(DCS) 2025, hosted by Digital
Empowerment Foundation
(DEF) in partnership with
Centre for Development
Policy and Practice (CDPP),
highlighted that accountabili-
ty must be built into artificial
intelligence (AI) systems from
the earliest stages of design.
As Al becomes central to
India’s critical infrastructure,
discussions across sectors
point to the same conclusion,
ie, responsibility cannot be
retrofitted. From automobiles
to algorithms The conversa-
tion repeatedly drew on the
automobile sector, which
gradually built a shared
framework of responsibility,
manufacturers meeting safety
norms, owners ensuring vehi-
cles, drivers following
licensed rules, governments
designing road systems and
even pedestrians playing their
part. This evolution showed

Let’s Talk Accountability

how accountability works
only when it is structurally
designed into the system.
Speakers also cautioned that
automobile design often pri-
oritised user convenience
over broader societal inter-
ests, offering a lesson for AL
This is why privacy by design
and privacy by default must
be foundational. The discus-
sion highlighted how choices
made at the model-design
stage, such as adopting open-
weighted or closed-weighted
systems, directly shape trans-
parency, customisation and
oversight. These early deci-

]
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sions ultimately determine
how responsibility is tracked
and enforced throughout an
Al system’s life cycle. Al intro-
duces risks that do not align
neatly with traditional data
categories. Beyond data at rest
and in transit, Al involves
“data during computation,”
which requires new forms of
protection. Privacy-enhancing
technologies, such as federat-
ed learning, differential priva-
cy, homomorphic encryption
and secure multi-party compu-
tation, were highlighted as
tools that integrate privacy
into system operation.

NMIMS Collaborates with Salesforce to Transform
Student Admissions and Engagement

Hyderabad, April 11th, 2026:
Salesforce, the world’s #1 Al
CRM*, announced a collabo-
ration with SVKM’s NMIMS
(Narsee Monjee Institute of
Management Studies), one
of India’s most respected
and longstanding institu-
tions of higher education, to
digitally transform how it
engages with prospective
students and manages
admissions at scale. NMIMS
is building a unified, AI-
powered platform to elimi-
nate data silos, streamline
admissions workflows, and
deliver personalised student
experiences as it expands its
multi-campus and digital
footprint. By bringing
together previously frag-
mented systems, the univer-
sity aims to improve opera-
tional efficiency, gain real-
time visibility into admis-
sions performance, and set
the foundation for a scala-
ble, student-centric ecosys-
tem. Building a Connected
Digital Foundation NMIMS
has deployed Agentforce
Education and Agentforce
Marketing solutions, inte-

grated with MuleSoft, to
transform its lead-to-admis-
sion process. The platform
enables end-to-end lead
management through auto-
mated capture, nurturing,
and tracking of prospective
students across digital chan-
nels, along with Al-driven
personalised engagement
tailored to individual inter-
ests and behaviours. It also
streamlines admissions
through unified application
processing, document man-
agement, and onboarding
workflows, while ensuring
real-time data integration
across systems for improved

\
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Al

decision-making and opera-
tional visibility.

Together, this creates a
more efficient, data-driven
admissions engine that
enhances conversion,
improves responsiveness,
and delivers a more inte-
grated and personalised
experience for prospective
students at scale. In phase
one, NMIMS has completed
the NMAT-based (NMIMS
Management Aptitude Test)
admissions workflow, estab-
lishing a strong digital foun-
dation for future expansion.
Shri Amrishbhai Patel,
Chancellor, SVKM's

Deemed-to-be

NMIMS
University, said, “As
NMIMS strengthens its

presence across campuses,
it is essential that we build
systems that reflect our
long-term vision for excel-
lence. Our collaboration
with Salesforce marks a piv-
otal step in creating a uni-
fied, intelligent foundation
that enhances transparen-
cy, personalisation, and
operational strength across
the admissions and market-
ing ecosystem. This trans-
formation goes beyond tech-
nology; it represents our
commitment to shaping a

student-centric future
where every interaction is
seamless, responsive, and
guided by data-driven
insight. By investing in this
integrated digital architec-
ture, NMIMS is positioning
itself to meet the evolving
expectations of learners and
to lead the way in redefining
higher education in India.”

Arundhati Bhattacharya,
President and CEO at
Salesforce - South Asia,

said, "India's leading uni-
versities are reimagining
engagement in the digital
era—moving beyond isolat-
ed systems to build intelli-
gent, connected platforms
that put students at the cen-
tre. NMIMS exemplifies
this transformation. By
unifying data, automating
workflows, and harnessing
Al to personalise at scale,
they're setting a new stan-
dard for student experi-
ence. We're proud to sup-
port NMIMS as they build a
platform that will drive
growth, innovation, and
educational excellence for
years to come."
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US-Iran peace talks begin in Islamabad
through Pakistani mediators

According to the United
Nations, around a third of the
world's fertilisers - such as
urea, potash, ammonia and
phosphates - normally pass
through the Strait of Hormuz.
Data from the World Trade
Organization, shows that,
since the conflict began, out-
bound shipments of fertiliser-
related products through the
waterway have collapsed
We'Tre hearing that indirect
talks between the US and Iran
have started through
Pakistani mediators. Even if
indirect, this is a significant
moment for Pakistan, and
was hard to imagine in these
six weeks of war, given how
far apart the two sides stand
on key issues and the deep
mistrust. If this leads to face-
to-face talks that would be a
tangible and historic result
for Pakistan as a mediator.
What were watching for is
whether by the end of this
process, these talks deliver an
extended ceasefire, any form
of agreement, or even a prom-
ise to keep talking. US

World

President Donald Trump
says Iran is "LOSING BIG" in
the conflict as talks in
Islamabad kick off. In a
lengthy Truth Social post,

Trump claims members of

the media "love saying that
Iran is 'winning' when, in
fact, everyone knows that
they are LOSING and LOS-
ING BIG". He then goes on to
repeat assertions his admin-
istration has made during the
conflict: "Their Navy is gone,

their Air Force is gone, their
Anti Aircraft apparatus is
nonexistent, Radar is dead,
their Missile and Drone
Factories have been largely
obliterated along with the
Missiles and Drones them-
selves and, most importantly,
their longtime 'Leaders' are
no longer with us, praise be to
Allah!" After referring to Iran
laying sea mines, he goes on
to say the US is now starting
"clearing out the Strait of

Hormuz as a favor to
Countries all over the World".
Sources have told the BBC
that talks have now started
between the US and Iran - but
for the moment are still indi-
rect through Pakistani medi-
ators. We were taken through
multiple checkpoints and
escorted by armed police into
the centre of Islamabad’s
diplomatic area: the red zone.
The convention centre is sur-
rounded by billboards embla-

zoned with the US, Iranian
and Pakistan flags and the
words "Islamabad talks", the
centre full of journalists who
have travelled from around
the world to cover them.
Large screens fill the centre’s
auditorium broadcasting tel-
evision stations from around
the world covering the news
from Islamabad. Rarely has
Pakistan found itself at the
heart of such significant
international  diplomacy.
Across the road is the Serena
Hotel where American Vice
President JD Vance arrived
shortly afternoon after visit-
ing the US embassy.

It is here, along with special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner, that he met
with  Pakistani  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
and the interior minister,
Mohsin Naqvi. Shariff is said
to have expressed his hope
that these talks would serve
as a stepping stone towards
durable peace in the region.
The Iranians also met the
prime minister, although no

images of their meeting have
been shared. Iran's network
of regional allies and proxies
— Hezbollah in Lebanon, the
Houthis in Yemen, Hamas in
Gaza and an assortment of
militias in Iraq - has given
Tehran regional clout, allow-
ing Iran to exercise what is
often called "forward
defence" in its long-running
disputes with Israel and the
United States. Since the start
of the Gaza war in October
2023, the network Iran calls
the "Axis of Resistance" has
been under constant attack.
One part of it, the regime of
the former Syrian dictator
Bashar al-Assad, no longer
exists. But Israel sees what
it calls the "Axis of Evil" as
representing an existential
threat, which needs to be
fully eradicated. At a time
when the Iranian economy
is buckling, many Iranians
would also like to see their
government spending less
on foreign adventurism
and more on making their
lives easier.
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FINAL PUSH FOR VOTES AS
CHALLENGER TO HUNGARY'S
ORBAN SENS

On the eve of Hungary's bit-
terly fought and highly sig-
nificant election, the two
main rivals are taking
their campaigns to the

wire, as Péter Magyar
attempts to end 16 years of
continuous rule by Viktor
Orban's party Fidesz.
"We're at the gates of a two-
thirds majority victory," he
told cheering supporters,
before mingling for selfies.
"Let's gear up and push for
the last 100 metres!" His
final campaign stop will be
in the second city,
Debrecen, in the north-east,
while Orban, who trails in
most of the polls, will
address a rally in Budapest.
But perhaps the biggest
rally of all came on Friday
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VICTORY
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night, when tens of thou-
sands of Hungarians
crammed the capital's
Heroes' Square and sur-
rounding streets for an
anti-Fidesz concert. "I feel it
in my bones something's
going to change," said first-
time voter Fanni, who came
with her mother from a vil-
lage two hours' drive away
in the south. "I don't believe
I'd vote for [Magyar] in an
ideal situation, but this is
our only chance." Orban's
biggest threat is that he is
facing a cross-section of
public anger, and it has
been largely channelled
into one single opposition
movement, led by a former
Fidesz insider who
rebelled.

Artemis Il mission
was a triumph. Now
hard part

comes the

Nasa's Artemis II mission
has successfully sent four
astronauts sweeping around
the far side of the Moon and
landed them safely back
home. The Orion spacecraft
performed admirably and
the images the astronauts
captured have delighted a
whole new generation about
the possibilities of space
travel. But does this mean
that the children enthralled
by the mission will be able to
live and work on the Moon
in their lifetimes? Perhaps
even go to Mars, as the
Artemis programme prom-
ises? It seems churlish to
say, but looping the Moon
was relatively easy. The
really hard part lies ahead,
so the answer is "maybe,
maybe not". When Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
became the first humans to
land on the Moon in July
1969, many assumed it was
only the beginning and that
people would soon be living
and working in space. That
didn't happen because the
Apollo programme was
born not from a love of
exploration, but from the
Cold War, to demonstrate
US superiority over the
Soviet Union. That feat was
achieved by Armstrong's

"one small step" off his lunar
lander - job done. Just a few
years after he planted the
American flag on the lunar
surface, the TV audience fig-
ures for subsequent mis-
sions plummeted and future
Apollo missions were
scrapped. This time, Nasa's
stated ambition is different.
Administrator Jared
Isaacman has set out plans
for one crewed lunar land-
ing per year, beginning in
2028, with the fifth Artemis
mission - planned for later
that same year - marking the
start of what the agency
calls its Moon base. It
sounds like science fiction,
but here are the words of a
serious space player dealing
in science fact: "The Moon
economy will develop,"
Josef Aschbacher, Director
General of the European
Space Agency (ESA), tells
me. "It will take time to set
up the various elements,
but it will develop." But as
the commander of Apollo
13 famously said when his
spacecraft malfunctioned
on the way to the Moon:
"Houston, we've had a
problem..." The lander
problem To get boots on
the lunar surface, Nasa
needs a lander.

California governor candi-
date Eric Swalwell denies
sexual assault allegations

Democratic Congressman
Eric Swalwell, one of the
leading candidates in the
race to be California's next
governor, has denied allega-
tions of sexual misconduct
from former staff. "These
allegations are false and
come on the eve of an elec-
tion against the frontrunner
for governor," he said in a
statement after multiple
women made allegations
ranging from sexual harass-
ment to rape. His opponents
- and several supporters,
including House
Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries - have called on him
to leave the race. Democrats
will pick their candidate in a
primary on 2 June. The win-
ner, expected to become the
next governor in the heavily
Democratic state, will go on

to the 3 November general
election. The first allegation
against Swalwell emerged
publicly on Friday in the
San Francisco Chronicle. A
former staff member told the

newspaper that, shortly
after being hired to work in
his district office in Castro
Valley, Swalwell began mak-
ing inappropriate com-
ments, including soliciting
her for sex and sending her
sexual messages.

Artemis crew home safely after com-
pleting historic mission to the Moon

The four astronauts who

flew in Nasa's Artemis II
mission around the Moon
have splashed down safely
in the Pacific Ocean after a
flawless return. The crew
are now safely aboard a
waiting ship and recover-
ing from a nine-day voyage
that took them further from
Earth than any humans in
history. Their Orion space-
craft was travelling at more
than 24,000mph
(38,600km/h) when it hit the
Earth's upper atmosphere
and its heatshield was sub-
jected to temperatures half
as hot as found on the sur-
face of the Sun. Their safe
return clears the way for
the next stage of the
Artemis programme, which
aims to land humans on the
lunar surface and eventual-
ly build a permanent base

on the Moon. The extreme
heat meant the capsule,
which the astronauts
named Integrity, lost con-
tact with mission control in
Houston for six minutes
during the descent. There
were cheers when
Commander Reid
Wiseman's voice was heard

saying: "Houston, Integrity
here. We hear you loud and
clear." The mission's
moment of maximum jeop-
ardy had passed, and soon
the spacecraft's red-and-
white parachutes opened
and sent the capsule sailing
majestically through the
sky. "Good main chutes!"

the Nasa commentary
enthused repeatedly, until
the capsule hit the ocean for
a perfect splashdown. "A
perfect bull's eye splash-
down for Integrity and its
four astronauts," Nasa com-
mentator Rob Navias said
moments after the landing.
The astronauts - Wiseman,
pilot Victor Glover, mission
specialist Christina Koch
and Canadian astronaut
Jeremy Hansen - were care-
fully extracted from the cap-
sule and taken by helicopter
to the USS John P Murtha,
where they will undergo
medical evaluations. Nasa
said they would be flown to
Houston to be reunited with
their families on Saturday.
As they waited on the ship's
deck they could be seen
smiling and chatting while
posing for photos.

'YOU ARE MY GOD', JAPAN'S PM TELLS
BRITISH ROCK BAND DEEP PURPLE

The British rock band Deep
Purple met a long-time super
fan in Tokyo on Friday - who
just happened to be the
Japanese prime minister.
"You are my god," Sanae
Takaichi, a hard rock enthu-
siast, told the band's drum-
mer Ian Paice, beaming as
she handed him a pair of
signed Japanese-made
drumsticks. An avid drum-
mer herself, Takaichi played
in a Deep Purple tribute
band as a girl after becoming
a fan in primary school.
"These days, when I fight
with my husband I drum to
Burn and cast a curse on
him," the 65-year-old conser-
vative leader told the musi-
cians at her office in the
Japanese capital, Tokyo, on

Friday. The band met
Japan's first female prime
minister as they returned to
tour across the country
where they recorded the 1972
live album Made in Japan -
considered to be one of the
greatest rock albums ever
recorded. "I can't believe
Deep Purple are here,"

Takaichi said, smiling as she
greeted the musicians. "I
have the deepest respect for
the way you continue to
make rock history while
embracing new challenges
and creating captivating
music to this day," she said
through an interpreter. The
prime minister said she

hoped the tour would "thrill
and excite fans all over
Japan" and promote cultural
exchange between the UK
and Japan. The band wrote
in a post on Instagram: "A
lifelong fan of hard rock and
heavy metal, Takaichi has
often named Deep Purple as
one of her favourite bands.
"She even told the group she
bought their Machine Head
album back in grade school."
Formed in England in 1968,
Deep Purple became known
as one of the "unholy trinity"
of British heavy metal

bands, alongside Black
Sabbath and Led Zeppelin.
Perhaps their most

renowned hit - Smoke on the
Water - came on their 1971
album Machine Head.
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Trump administration unveils 250-foot 'Triumphal Arch' design

Chimpanzees in Uganda
locked in vicious 'civil war’,
say researchers

The world's largest
known group of wild
chimpanzees has split
and been locked in a
vicious "civil war" for the
last eight years, accord-
ing to researchers. It is
not clear exactly why the
once close-knit communi-
ty of Ngogo chimpanzees
at Uganda's Kibale
National Park are at log-
gerheads, but since 2018

the scientists have
recorded 24 Killings,
including 17 infants.

"These were chimps that
would hold hands," lead
author Aaron Sandel
said. "Now they're trying
to kill each other." The
study, published in the
journal Science, says the
intensity and duration of

the violence may inform
how early human conflict
developed. Sandel, an
anthropologist from the
University of Texas in the
US, and co-director of the
Ngogo Chimpanzee
Project, says chim-
panzees are "very territo-
rial", and have "hostile
interactions with those
from other groups". "[It's]
like a fear of strangers,"
he told the Science pod-
cast. But over several
decades, Sandel said the
nearly 200 Ngogo chim-
panzees had lived in har-
mony. There were divid-
ed into two sets - known
to researchers as Western
and Central - but they had
existed overall as a cohe-
sive group.

Djibouti's president wins
unprecedented sixth term

Djibouti's President
Ismail Omar Guelleh has
won an election with
97.8% of the vote, keep-
ing him at the helm of
the strategically-placed
Horn of Africa nation for
a sixth term, prelimi-
nary official results
show. The 78-year-old's
sole challenger
Mohamed Farah
Samatar got 2.19% of the
vote, in a poll boycotted
by most of the opposi-
tion. In power for 27
years, Guelleh had prom-
ised to step down, but
ran for re-election after
the constitution was
amended in November to
remove the upper age
limit of 75 for presiden-
tial candidates. Guelleh's
campaign focused on the
fact that he had main-
tained stability in
Djibouti at a time when
other regional states,
and the Middle East, had
been hit by conflict.
Lying on the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait, Djibouti
serves as a gateway to
the Suez Canal, one of
the world's busiest ship-
ping routes. The US,
China, France, Italy and
Japan have military
bases in the country.
Guelleh is only Djibouti's

with 97.8% of vote

-

second president since it
gained its independence
from France in 1977. The
leaders of the main oppo-
sition parties - including
Dahir Ahmed Farah -
have boycotted elections
since 2016, saying there
was no free political
activity. Guelleh cele-
brated his victory at his
home, saying it was a
victory for the entire
nation. Officials said
that more than 80% of
registered voters cast
their ballots in Friday's
election. Samatar, who
was the flag-bearer of a
small party with no parlia-
mentary seats, has not yet
commented. The results
were released by the inte-
rior ministry but still
need to be validated by
judges on the constitution-
al council before Guelleh
can be sworn in for anoth-
er five-year term. He won
the 2021 election by a sim-
ilar margin. In 2010,
Djibouti's parliament
scrapped term limits, and
shortened presidential
mandates from six to five
years. It also set 75 as the
age limit for candidates,
before changing the con-
stitution in November so
that Guelleh could run for
office again.




New Chandigarh (TSIT) : Captain Shreyas Iyer
remained unbeaten at 69 while Priyansh Arya
and Prabhsimran Singh scored quick half-
centuries as Punjab Kings (PBKS) chased
down the target of 220 runs in just 18.5
overs against Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) in the 17th match of Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026 at the PCA
New International Cricket Stadium
in New Chandigarh on Saturday.
With this win, PBKS remain
unbeaten this season. They now
have seven points from four
matches, with one game
against Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) abandoned due
to rain. Chasing a big total,
the Punjab Kings got offto a
flying start. Openers
Privansh  Arya and
Prabhsimran Singh contin-
ued their good form and
attacked the SRH bowlers
right from the start. Priyansh
took the lead early, playing
aggressive shots all around the
ground.

He scored 21 runs in the final
over of the Power-play off
! Harshal Patel and reached his

fifty in just 16 balls with back-to-
—— back boundaries. This became the

Iver’s unbeaten 69 guides
Punjab Kings to 6-wkt win over SRH

second-fastest fifty for Punjab Kings, just
behind KL Rahul’s 14-ball half-century in 2018.
Prabhsimran also played his part well, and
PBKS reached 93/0 at the end of the Power-
play.

SRH finally got a breakthrough in the sev-
enth over when Shivang Kumar dismissed
Priyansh Arya, who scored 57 off just 20 balls
with five fours and five sixes. Shivang struck
again in his next over, removing Prabhsimran
Singh after he completed his fifty in 24 balls. He
scored 51 runs, hitting four fours and four
sixes. Despite these wickets, PBKS are in a
strong position at 124/2 after 10 overs.

Shivang continued his good spell and picked
up another wicket, dismissing Cooper Connolly
with a wide delivery outside off stump. Captain
Shreyas Iyer steadied the innings along with
impact substitute Nehal Wadhera. The pair
rotates the strike well and punishes loose deliv-
eries to keep the pressure on SRH.

Iyer then shifted gears after the 13th over
and reached his fifty in 24 balls with a six off
Eshan Malinga in the 16th over. He stayed
unbeaten on 69, while Shashank Singh sup-
ported him with an unbeaten 16, as PBKS
chased down the target with seven balls to
spare and six wickets in hand.

For SRH, Shivang Kumar was the standout
bowler, finishing with figures of 3/33 in four
overs. Harsh Dubey chips in with one wicket.

Earlier in the match, Sunrisers Hyderabad

made a strong start after being put in to bat,
with openers Abhishek Sharma and Travis
Head attacking from the very beginning.
Abhishek led the charge, scoring 20 runs in one
over off Arshdeep Singh and reaching his fifty
in just 18 balls with two consecutive sixes. Head
also played aggressively, hitting three bound-
aries in an over, as SRH raced to 105/0 at the
end of the powerplay.

Punjab Kings made a comeback in the ninth
over when Shashank Singh dismissed Head for
38, ending the 120-run opening partnership.
Just two balls later, Abhishek was also dis-
missed for a brilliant 78 off 28 balls, which
included five fours and eight sixes.

After the quick wickets, Ishan Kishan and
Heinrich Klaasen stabilised the innings by
rotating the strike. However, Arshdeep Singh
broke their partnership by dismissing Kishan
for 27. SRH lost further momentum as Aniket
Verma was run out due to a mix-up, and Salil
Arora managed only 9 runs.

Brief Scores:

Sunrisers Hyderabad 219/6 in 20 overs
(Abhishek Sharma 74, Heinrich Klaasen
39, Travis Head 38; Shashank Singh 2-20,
Arshdeep Singh 2-50) lost to Punjab Kings
223/4 in 18.5 overs (Shreyas Iyer 69%,
Priyansh Arya 57, Prabhsimran Singh 51;
Shivang Kumar 3-33, Harsh Dubey 1-38) by
6 wickets.
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| IPL2026:
Samson's hundred and Mhatre's fifty

guide CSK to 212/2 against DC

:
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CHENNAI: Sanju
Samson shed his indiffer-
ent start to IPL 2026 season
with a blazing hundred and
Ayush Mhatre offered
another glimpse into the
future with a fluent half-
century as Chennai Super
Kings posted a competitive
212 for two against Delhi
Capitals here on Saturday.
His unbeaten 115 off 56
balls (15x4, 4x6) was the
cornerstone of Chennai’s
one of better outings with

the bat in this IPL.

After being asked to bat
first, the CSK man brought
up his first substantial
knock in a Yellow jersey,
and was involved in an
excellent stand with
Mhatre for the second
wicket -- 113 runs in a little
over 11 overs.

It was Samson’s fourth
IPL hundred, the first for
CSK and the first in IPL
2026.

A big score from Samson

was essential for himself
and CSK to restore the
belief of ‘Anbu-den’ faith-
fuls in their team, and he
did that on the night with a
brilliant innings in front of
home fans.

It was the typical
Samson innings. The
Kerala batter had looked
unsure of his feet and
field placings in earlier
matches this season, but
on this instance a famil-
iar Samson returned.

Babar Azam Gets Hit By Nasty Bouncer From Ubaid

South Africa cricket team

Shah In Pakistan Super League, Sits Down On Ground

Babar Azam is currently in =

action in the Pakistan Super
League (PSL). Once Pakistan's
all-format captain, Babar
Azam has seen his stocks
decline in recent times and is
now on something of a come-
back trail, particularly in T20
cricket. Recently, the star bat-
ter etched his name into the
record books by becoming the
fastest player to reach 12,000
runs in T20 cricket. He
achieved this milestone dur-
ing his 351st match in
Karachi, playing for
Peshawar Zalmi in the ongo-
ing PSL against the Karachi
Kings. Babar reached the
landmark in just 338 innings.
Currently captaining
Peshawar Zalmi, Babar was
struck by a nasty bounce from
Lahore Qalandars' Ubaid
Shah. The delivery hit him on

the neck, forcing him to sit
down on the ground immedi-
ately. Azam has established
himself as one of the tourna-
ment's most consistent bat-
ters, with over 100 matches
played, multiple 50-plus
scores, and two centuries. He
surpassed the previous record

held by former West Indies
legend Chris Gayle, who had
reached the mark in 343
innings and remains the high-
est run-scorer in T20s. India's
star batter Virat Kohli sits
third on the list, having taken
360 innings to achieve the feat.
Babar needed just 13 runs dur-

ing the PSL clash between
Peshawar Zalmi and the
Karachi Kings to enter the
12,000-run club in T20 cricket,
and he reached the milestone
in the fourth over of Zalmi's
innings. With this achieve-
ment, Babar became only the
second Pakistani batter to
cross the 12,000-run mark in
T20s. The record for the most
T20 runs by a Pakistani player
is still held by veteran batter
Shoaib Malik. Babar opened
the innings for Peshawar
Zalmi and remained unbeaten
on 87 off 51 deliveries. He
struck 10 fours and two sixes
during his fluent knock and
stitched a commanding 191-
run partnership for the sec-
ond wicket with Kusal
Mendis, guiding Zalmi to an
imposing total of 246/3 in their
allotted 20 overs.

batter Rilee Rossouw, who is

currently playing for
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) side Quetta

Gladiators, made a stunning
remark on the Indian
Premier League (IPL). In a
video that has surfaced on
social media, he claimed
that the PSL was more com-
petitive than the IPL and
added that the IPL is a long
tournament with a lot of
backing from Bollywood. As
a result, he said that the
tournament becomes “more
of a movie” than “actual
cricket.” “The IPL is a very
long tournament, and the
PSL is a much more compact
tournament where the com-
petition is a lot more fierce.
The IPL obviously has the
whole Bollywood backing it,

so it's a lot more of a movie
than actual cricket,” he said.
Earlier, the Pakistan Cricket
Board's policy of allowing its
employees to work with
franchises in the Pakistan
Super League has come
under scrutiny after former
captain Misbah ul Haq con-

L

firmed he was involved with
Peshawar Zalmi as consult-
ant. The PCB at the start of
the PSL had stopped
Sarfaraz Ahmed and Wahab
Riaz from working with the
Quetta Gladiators franchise.
The board said under its pol-
icy former players who were

'More Bollywood Movie Than Actual Cricket':
PSL Overseas Star Drops 'IPL' Bombshell

on the PCB payroll were not
allowed to work in the PSL in
any capacity as it was a con-
flict of interest. But Misbah
defended his involvement
with Peshawar Zalmi despite
being a paid national selec-
tor and batting consultant
with the PCB. "I had signed a
contract with Zalmi before I
became national selector and
I only work for them as con-
sultant on given days in a
season," Misbah told the
media wearing the Peshawar
Zalmi kit. Asked how he got
permission from the PCB to
work in the PSL when
Sarfaraz who was with him
on the selection committee
and Wahab were stopped
from working with Quetta
Gladiators, Misbah said his
case was different and the
PCB can best explain this.

R Ashwin Coins Brand New Term To Describe
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's Huge Knock Against RCB

Former Indian cricket team spinner R

Ashwin was left stunned by Rajasthan
sensation
Sooryavanshi's explosive batting against
Royal Challengers Bengaluru in IPL 2026 on
Friday. It was a stunning knock from the 15-
year-old as he slammed 78 off just 26 deliver-
ies to guide his team to a comfortable victo-
ry. He took on the likes of Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Josh Hazlewood but was able to
play his natural game during a competitive
run chase. Such was the prowess shown by
the youngster that Ashwin went on to coin a
new term - 'Vaiball' - in order to describe the
young batter's performance. “This is insane!
This is Vaiball Suryanvanshi. Let's vibe
with this fella," Ashwin posted on X (former-
ly Twitter). Former India all-rounder Irfan
Pathan also took to social media to praise
“Does Vaibhav
Suryavanshi target big bowlers purposely? I
like to think so," he wrote. Virat Kohli had a
special message for teenage sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi after the latter's
against
Challenegers Bengaluru (RCB) on Friday
night. Virat signed Vaibhav's cap post match

Royals  young

the young sensation.

breathtaking knock

Vaibhav

Royal

writing, “Dear Vaibhav, well done”. The
moment came after Sooryavanshi delivered
an incredible performance, scoring 78 runs
off just 26 balls to lead Rajasthan Royals to a
comfortable six-wicket victory over Royal
Challengers Bengaluru. In their chase of 203
runs, the 15-year-old kept the pressure off
RR, attacking RCB's bowlers with impres-
sive skill. Kohli, who witnessed the action
firsthand, took a moment after the game to
encourage the young player.

RODRIGUEZ TARGETS UFC RETURN
AFTER MONTHS IN PRISON

Daniel Rodriguez is tar-
geting a return to UFC and
says he will show the
"monster that prison cre-
ated" after eight months in
a Mexican jail. The 39-
year-old American posted
a video on Instagram,
external on Thursday
with the caption "ready
for my return to the UFC
octagon" after saying he
has been released from
prison in Tijuana. The
video appears to show
footage of Rodriguez train-
ing with a punch bag and
sparring in front of a line
of prison cells. The details
of Rodriguez's arrest have
not been disclosed and
BBC Sport has asked
Mexican legal authorities
and the UFC for comment.
"Eight months in a cage in
Tijuana, Mexico never

killed my spirit. I did
everything possible to
stay on point and ready
for my return to the UFC
octagon," said Rodriguez.
"Expect a hungrier, more
focused version of myself.
They tried to take it all
away, now it's time for me
to come back and show
you all the monster that
prison created. "Thank
you to my legal and man-

agement team, family and
real friends to help me be
a free man." Rodriguez -
who is 14th in the UFC's
welterweight rankings -
has not fought since July
last year, when he beat
American Kevin Holland
by unanimous decision.
He made his debut in the
UFC in 2020 and has won
10 of his 14 fights in the
promotion.

Light & lean Fury happy to be
voung fresh hunter' again

yson Fury says he
T took his undefeated

record "for granted"
as the British heavyweight
appeared lean and sharp
before Saturday's bout with
Arslanbek Makhmudov at
Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium. The 37-year-old -
returning to the ring after
two consecutive defeats to
Oleksandr Usyk in 2024 -
weighed in at 19st 2lb
(122kg), three pounds heav-
ier than his Russian oppo-
nent. Fury briefly retired
after suffering the first loss-
es of his career to Usyk in
Saudi Arabia, but outlined
his desire to become a three-
time world champion.

"Whoever has the belts I
want to get them back. I was
undefeated for 17 years and
took it for granted," he said
at Friday's weigh-in in
London. "I had two losses in
arow and I'm not the hunted
now but I'm the hunter. It
feels great to be the young
fresh hunter again. "I want
to make a statement, so I've
come in nice and light and
lean." Fury - who had the
infamous 11-minute and 20-
second stare down with
Usyk before their second
fight 16 months ago - shared
just a short seven-second
face-off with Makhmudov,
before the 36-year-old left
the stage. Fury was in the

same upbeat mood he has
shown all week - making
time for fans outside before-
hand, laughing and joking
with the media, and
strolling out to Eminem's
'Without Me' with the line
"guess who's back?" blasting
over the speakers. But the
focus soon turned to the
scales, with weight a talking
point  throughout the
Morecambe fighter's career.
He was a career-heaviest
20st 11b (127kg) - although
fully clothed for his
rematch with Usyk in
December 2024, while dur-
ing his hiatus from boxing
between 2016 and 2018 he
ballooned to around 28st

(178kg) amid personal strug-
gles. Fury - who has spent
his training camp in
Pattaya, Thailand - weighed
the same as he did for his
last fight in the United
Kingdom in December 2022
when he beat fellow Briton
Derek Chisora. "It's a
decent, comfortable, happy
weight for Fury. A lot of peo-
ple thought he'd come in
heavier, but that's a good
weight," said BBC Radio 5
Live boxing pundit Steve
Bunce. "He looks like a man
that has been training in the
heat for an awful long time.
"He might have been 23 or 24
stone when he started train-
ing for this fight.

"Generational Talent": PV
Sindhu Praises Ayush Shetty
After Badminton Asia
Championships Final Entry

Following shuttler Ayush

Shetty's qualification to the
final of the Badminton Asia
Championships, India's two-
time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu hailed him as a "gen-
erational talent" and went on
to rank him among the best
youngsters she has come
across. Shetty produced one
of the biggest performances
of his career, defeating World
No. 1 Kunlavut Vitidsarn to
storm into the final of the
Badminton Asia
Championships in Ningbo on
Saturday. In a high-intensity
semifinal clash, Shetty
showed remarkable
resilience after losing the
opening game. He bounced
back strongly to register a 10-
21, 21-19, 21-17 win, turning
the match around with sharp
attacking play and control in
the longer rallies. Taking to
X, she wrote, "I have consis-
tently maintained that heisa
generational talent. In terms

of pure natural ability, he
stands right up there with the
very best young players I
have come across. There is a
prodigious level of talent in
him, and it is something you
immediately recognise when
you see him on court. He has
been training in my training
group for the past three
weeks along with coach
Irwan, and this period has
only reinforced my belief in
his potential." Sindhu went
onto say that he has a "strong
presence on the court” and
that his height gives him an
"excellent reach". The leg-
endary shuttler also pointed
out his "very deep, heavy
smash" that can put pressure
on his opponents.
"Physically, he has a strong
presence on court. His height
gives him excellent reach,
and he already possesses a
very deep, heavy smash that
can put opponents under
serious pressure.
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Nikhil, Bharat Krishnamachari, Pixel Studio,
Ravi Basrur’s Most Ambitious Pan India Project
Swayambhu Spectacular & Visually Stunning

First Single Ra Ra Dheevara On April 16

ikhil Siddhartha,
who tasted nation-
wide success with
Karthikeya 2, is
now awaiting the release
of his most ambitious
venture yet- Swayambhu.
The film, directed by
Bharat Krishnamachari
and backed by Bhuvan
and Sreekar of Pixel
Studios with Tagore
Madhu presenting, is
crafted as a grand-scale
period action spectacle.
Ravi Basrur provides the
music, and the film’s first
single Ra Ra Devara will
be released on April 16th.
The makers made the
announcement through
this power-packed poster.
It presents Nikhil in a
ferocious warrior avatar,
standing in a dense for-
est, poised to hurl a spear
with intense focus. The
announcement poster
indicates how grand,
spectacular and visually
stunning the song is
going to be.
The teaser, released ear-
lier, received an over-
whelming response for
its scale, visuals, and
immersive world-build-
ing, setting strong expec-
tations for the film.

Nikhil has dedicated
nearly two years on the
project, undergoing

extensive physical prep
to embody the role
authentically. The film
features Samyuktha and
Nabha Natesh playing
the female leads.

On the technical front,
Swayambhu brings

together an elite team.
The cinematography is
by KK Senthil Kumar,
music is by Ravi Basrur,
and production design is
by M Prabhaharan and

Raveendra.

A release date announce-
ment is expected soon, as
the makers gear up to
escalate the promotional
storm.
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We said that Biker would be a Telugu film to be proud of. We kept
that promise. Thank you to the family audience and youth who are

harming Star
C Sharva's latest

bumper blockbuster

Biker. Malavika Nair
is the heroine in this film
and Rajasekhar has played
a powerful role. Directed
by Abhilash Reddy and
produced by the presti-
gious banner uv
Creations, this film, which
is India's first complete
motocross drama, has
received a tremendous
response at its premiere.
Released on April 3rd
worldwide, it has received
a bumper blockbuster suc-
cess with a wonderful
response from the audience
and critics and is running

successfully. On this occa-
sion, the makers organized
a thank you meet.

Speaking at the thank you
meet, hero Sharva said..
Greetings to everyone.
Especially thank you to the
media friends. If I score a
hit, you will feel like you
scored a hit. Thank you for
your love and admiration.
Telugu audiences have
never lost faith in me mak-
ing good family films. I
have been saying from the
beginning that Biker will
make Telugu cinema
proud. That word is not
wrong. We have made such
a good family film. The film
is doing amazingly with

i

word of mouth. The reason
for that is the family audi-
ence and youth. Abhilash
has told a good father and
son story. This is a very
emotional movie. Fathers
and sons are like that in
real life. Rajasekhar garu
has always been a hero for
us. I am very happy that he
has made this film. Thank
you to all our team. Our
music director Ghibran
has taken the film to anoth-
er level. Also, our DOP and
production design team
have all done amazingly. If
the racing scenes have
come out so amazingly, it is
the entire team effort.
Technically, the film is at

L

the level of Hollywood and
the reason for the praise is
our teamwork. This is my
best. Thank you UV
Creations for delivering
such a wonderful film. The
four films we have done are
super duper hits. I believe
that God is behind me. He
gave me two hits this year.
Thank you to the audience.
Love you all. Dr.
Rajasekhar said..Hello
everyone. The reason why
this film became such a
success and my character
got a good name is because
of Abhilash Reddy garu. He
brought a good name to the
entire team. I thank
Sharwa garu. I am very

supporting the film so wonderfully: Charming Star Sharva

happy that I am playing
such a good character in
the film he is playing as the
hero. Also, Sharwa garu
and Malavika worked very
hard for this film. They
acted very wonderfully.
Those who have not seen
the film yet, go to the the-
ater and watch it. Take
your parents too. Enjoy it
with your family. Thank
you so much to everyone.
Director Abhilash Reddy
said..Hello everyone.
Everyone in the industry
has praised this film since
the premieres. Everyone
who has seen it is asking
how it was made so won-
derfully. Technically, the
film has come out very
well. The audience is enjoy-
ing it very much. Along
with racing, they are also
connecting emotionally in
the film. They are connect-
ing very well to the father
and son, wife and husband
emotions. Family audi-
ences have been coming to
theaters since the first day.
On this occasion, I would
like to thank all the family
audiences. Even small chil-
dren are watching the film
with great interest. This is
a very long-running film.
This whole summer is a
biker. Thank you to every-
one who supported our
film. Thank you to Sharwa
garu for believing in me.
The emotion between
Rajasekhar garu and
Sharwa garu was amazing.
Thank you Rajasekhar
garu for playing this char-
acter. Go to the theater and
watch it. Everyone will def-
initely like the film.”

Harudu is a good commercial action entertainer.
Must watch it in theaters on May 8th. Will definitely

enjoy it: Hero Venkat at

ero Venkat, who
K entertained with

blockbuster movies

like  Sri  Seetha
Ramula Kalyanam
Choothamu Raradi,

Annayya, Prema Kasam,
and Siva Ramaraju, is mak-
ing a comeback to movies.
Venkat is making a mass
commercial  entertainer
'Harudu' under the banner
of VR Entertainments. Raj
Talluri is directing it. The
already released glimpses
have received a wonderful
response. The movie will be
released worldwide on May
8 as a summer special. On
this occasion, the makers
launched the trailer.
Speaking at the trailer
launch event, Hero Venkat
said.. Greetings to every-
one. In order to complete
the film 'Harudu, I had to
take on the responsibility of
acting as well as produc-

tion. I request my media
friends to take the film to
the public. Very good actors
have played key roles in
this film. We are introduc-
ing a new artist named
Srihari Paila as the villain.
Director Raj Talluri has
made the film wonderfully.

the tr

Every character in this film
has importance. Mani
Jinnah has provided excel-
lent music. We shot a
romantic song in Goa and
that song was very good. It
will be a hit even after its
release. We also shot a
Hyderabad mass song that

ailer launch event

will entertain in theaters.

There are good action
episodes. We shot songs in
Goa and Mumbai. We shot
songs with a good budget
and in good locations. Our
DOP Anand was very sup-
portive. The film came out
very well. They showed me
as an action hero. This is a
good commercial entertain-
er. We are releasing it on
May 8th. I wish all your sup-
port and blessings to be
with us. Thank you.”
Director Raj Talluri said..
Greetings to everyone. This
is a complete team work.
Venkat garu has worked
hard for this film. It is very
difficult to match his ener-
gy. The five days of shooting
in Mumbai were a very
good experience. Hebba
played a key role in this
film. Thank you to our
direction team. I have faith
in the story.

Grand Pre-Release Event of “Kaalagamanam”; Movie Set
for Grand Theatrical Release on the 17th of This Month

aalagamanam star-
ring Raja Birudula,
Lavanya Ramarao,

and Chinababu in
lead roles, is being produced
under the PPR Films ban-
ner. Directed and produced
by Sudhakar Burri, this love
and youthful entertainer is
all set for a grand theatrical
release on the 17th of this
month. The film’s pre-
release event was held in a
grand manner on Friday
evening in Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event,
music director Rajesh Raj
Thelu said, “Our director
Sudhakar Burri has beauti-
fully ‘Kaalagamanam’. I
watched the film multiple
times during post-produc-
tion and really liked it. I
believe the audience will
also enjoy and make it a suc-
cess.”

Actor Jabardasth
Rajamouli said, “I played a
good character in

‘Kaalagamanam’. It is a
fresh love story with a

unique touch. Along with
entertainment, the film also
carries a meaningful mes-
sage. I request everyone to
watch and support the film
in theatres on the 17th.”

Guest music director Bole
Shavali said, “No matter
how talented someone is,
opportunities are very
important. Sudhakar Burri
is giving chances to many

newcomers. His surname
may be ‘Burri,’ but he is like
a ‘Marri’ tree—just as many
find shelter under a big tree,
he is providing opportuni-
ties to many. I wish the film
great success.”

Hero Raja Birudula
said, “I thank all the
guests who attended 4
o u r
‘Kaalagamanam’

ctors Maitreyi
Ramakrishnan and
Supriya Ganesh
have hit back at a
social media troll who
described them and fellow
Indian actors Charithra
Chandran and Shabana
Azeez as fitting a "kamwali
bai (maid) phenotype." The
troll had also called them
"the most common faces
used for Indian representa-
tion" in an X post, which
drew strong reactions from
the actors and many inter-
net users. Supriya Ganesh,
known for her role as Dr.
Samira Mohan in the The
Pitt, called out the post as
colourist, classist, and
casteist. She stressed the
need to stand against such
negativity and support those
who share her background.

Supriya Ganesh, Maitreya Ramakrishnan

slam troll's colourist, 'kamwali bai' jibe

Hania Aamir s new Pakistani
drama after Meri Zindagi Hai Tu

akistani drama Meri

Zindagi Hai Tu is

over and fans are

already eagerly wait-
ing to see what actress Hania
Aamir has in store next.
Amid growing excitement,
details about her upcoming
project have started doing
the rounds online. Hania
Aamir’s upcoming Pakistani
drama As per the latest buzz
in Pakistani entertainment
circles, Hania Aamir is set to
reunite with renowned direc-
tor Badar Mehmood for a
new drama on Geo
Television. Known for his
strong storytelling and hit
projects, Badar Mehmood’s
collaboration with Hania has
always delivered memorable
results, raising expectations

for this venture as well.
While the storyline is being
described as powerful and
engaging,

the male lead for the project is
still under consideration,
adding to the curiosity among
fans. Hania and Badar
Mehmood have previously
worked together on success-
ful dramas like Kabhi Main
Kabhi Tum (2024) and Mujhe
Pyaar Hua Tha (2022), both of
which were well received by
audiences. Badar Mehmood
is also known for directing
popular dramas such as
Ishqiya, Cheekh, and Balaa,
making him one of the most
sought-after directors in the
industry. An official
announcement from the mak-
ers and Hania Aamir is still

awaited. However, if the
ongoing buzz turns out to be
true, this could be another
major project in the mak-
ing.Meri Zindagi Hai Tu's
biggest strength was the
chemistry of Hania
Aamir and Bilal

Abbas Khan. Both

actors played

their char-

acters in _

such a /
w ay {
that the |
audi- [
ence
con-
nected

with them. In the love story of
Kamyar and Ayra, emotions,
conflicts, and understanding
were shown in a good way.

That is

why
this
couple \
has a spe- |
cial place \
in people's

hearts. A
A

prerelease event. The pres-
ence of so many guests itself
shows the kind of success
this film will achieve. I
strongly believe the film
will be a success, and we
will meet you all again at the
success meet. I am always
grateful to our producer and
director Sudhakar Burri for
giving me this opportunity.
I request media friends to
support our film. It is a love
story with a strong message
and will entertain the youth.
You will enjoy it in the-
atres.”

Heroine Lavanya Ramarao
said, “Thank you to every-
one who attended our pre-
release event. We are all
newcomers, and every

opportunity we get is very
valuable.
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