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After Iran talks falter, the big
 question is 'what happens next?'

Samyuktha Menon’s Cutout Dress
Reveals What Words Never Could

Rahul Gandhi attacks 
RSS-BJP, flags ‘Run for 
Constitution’ marathon

Om Namo 
Venkatesaya

11- 04-2026
Total pilgrims:  81,288
Tonsures:  34,892
Hundi kanukalu: 3.43CR 
Waiting Compartments... 27

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 12-15H

Indian Army launches 
first border community 
Radio Station in Sikkim
Gangtok, Apr 12: In a notable initia-
tive aimed at strengthening com-
munication in high-altitude border 
regions, the Indian Army has 
launched Sikkim’s first border vil-
lage community radio station, 88.4 
FM Radio Sikkim Sundari, in east-
ern Sikkim. The station has been 
set up under the Trishakti Corps 
and is designed to address the long-
standing information gap in remote 
villages that often face harsh 
weather conditions and limited 
access to mobile and internet con-
nectivity. The initiative aims to 
ensure that residents in isolated 
border areas receive timely and 
reliable information. The commu-
nity radio will broadcast local 
news, weather updates, govern-
ment welfare schemes, and public 
service messages, helping residents 
stay informed and better connected 
with administrative services.
Beyond information delivery, the 
station will also focus on preserv-
ing and promoting the region’s cul-
tural identity. Programs featuring 
local traditions, folk music, and 
community discussions will be 
aired, giving indigenous voices a 
dedicated platform and encourag-
ing cultural engagement.

163 minor boys rescued 
from trafficking 
attempt on train in 
Madhya Pradesh
Katni, Apr 12: In a major anti-traffick-
ing operation, as many as 163 minor 
boys were rescued from an express 
train in Madhya Pradesh’s Katni dis-
trict, officials said on Sunday. The 
children, aged between six and 13 

years, were allegedly 
being trafficked from 
Bihar to Maharashtra 
for labour work. 
Acting on a tip-off 

from the Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC), personnel of the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) and 
Government Railway Police (GRP) 
intercepted the group on Saturday 
night. During the joint overnight 
operation, eight persons accompany-
ing the children were detained 
onboard the Patna-Purna Express at 
Katni railway station. Officials found 
that the accused were travelling with-
out proper tickets and valid docu-
ments, raising suspicion. 
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Last mile push key for entire alliance: Stalin
2026 TN elections 

CHENNAI (TSIT): Chief 
Minister and DMK president 
MK Stalin on Sunday called 
upon the party cadre to step up 
campaign efforts in the final 
stretch ahead of polling on 
April 23, emphasising close 
engagement with voters not 
just for the party but also for 
allies.

In a letter to party workers, 
Stalin noted that only 10 days 
remain for polling and said 
people across constituencies 
are expressing expectations for 
the continuation of welfare 
schemes under the "Dravidian 
model 2.0". "The relationship 
with the people must continue. 
The cadre should work closely 
with voters and intensify 
ground-level campaign activi-
ties over the next 10 days," he 

said.Highlighting the commit-
ment within the alliance, Stalin 
pointed out that senior leaders, 
despite age and harsh summer 
conditions, are actively cam-
paigning. He cited leaders such 
as DMK chief K Veeramani 
(92), P Chidambaram (80), 
Vaiko (81) and Duraimurugan 
(87) as examples to emulate.

Expressing confidence in 
victory, Stalin said the alli-
ance's strength lies in support 
from women, confidence 
among youth, and backing 
from all sections, including 
minorities. "Our responsibility 
is to convert this goodwill into 
votes on polling day. Every 
vote matters," he said.

He also urged the cadre to 
work not just for DMK candi-
dates but for the entire alli-
ance, stressing coordination 
with partners to secure a com-
prehensive victory across all 
constituencies.

Calling for united efforts, 
Stalin said sustained ground-
work over the next few days 
would help the alliance achieve 
a record mandate for a second 
consecutive term.

Asha Bhosle 
passes away at 93
last rites to be held on Monday at Shivaji Park

Mumbai (TSIT): Legendary 
playback singer Asha Bhosle 
passed away at the age of 93 in 
Mumbai on Sunday. The sing-
er was admitted to the Breach 
Candy Hospital on Saturday. 
Ashish Shelar, the Culture 
Minister of Maharashtra made 
the announcement outside the 
hospital. Her last rites will be 
held at Shivaji Park on Monday 
at 4:00 pm.On Saturday, her 
granddaughter, Zanai Bhosle 
had revealed that her grand-
mother was admitted to the 
hospital due to extreme exhaus-
tion and a chest infection.

 She requested privacy dur-
ing such times. Dropping a 
photo with Asha Bhosle on 
her official Instagram handle, 
Zanai wrote, "My grandmoth-

er, Asha Bhosle due to extreme 
exhaustion and suffering a 
chest infection has been 
admitted to hospital and we 
request you to value our pri-
vacy. Treatment is ongoing 
and hopefully everything will 
be well and we shall update 
you positively (sic). (Folded 
hands emoji)."

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Irrigation Minister N.Uttam 
Kumar Reddy has directed offi-
cials to expedite the rehabilita-
tion of the three key barrages of 
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Project  Medigadda, Annaram 
and Sundilla  and make them 
operational at the earliest.

At a high-level review meet-
ing held at the Secretariat, the 
Minister stressed that the 
repair works must be complet-
ed under a strict time-bound 
programme. He said the next 
two working seasons would be 
crucial and expressed confi-
dence that Annaram and 
Sundilla barrages could be fully 
restored within the timeline, 
while Medigadda could be made 
partially operational.

He noted that agencies like 

the National Dam Safety 
Authority and Vigilance 
Commission had flagged seri-
ous defects in the barrages, 
including issues related to 
design, foundations, and execu-
tion.The government has 

appointed AFRY India in part-
nership with IIT Mumbai to pre-
pare fresh designs. The Minister 
directed the consultants to work 
round-the-clock and complete 
designs at the earliest for 
approval from the Central 

Water Commission. He also 
instructed that all required geo-
technical and hydraulic studies 
be taken up on priority.A high-
powered Steering Committee 
has been constituted with Col. 
Parikshit Mehra as convenor to 
oversee the rehabilitation 
works. The committee will 
review progress regularly, 
while daily monitoring will also 
be carried out.

Executing agencies, includ-
ing L&T, have been asked to 
immediately mobilise resourc-
es, reactivate camps, and 
ensure smooth execution of 
works without delays. 
Minister reiterated that the 
government is committed to 
restoring the Kaleshwaram 
project to full functionality at 
the earliest.

Uttam orders fast-track rehabilitation 
of Kaleshwaram barrages

Trump orders Hormuz 
blockade after Iran talks fail
Washington (TSIT): US 
President Donald Trump on 
Sunday announced a sweeping 
naval blockade of the Strait of 
Hormuz, accusing 
Iran of refusing to 
abandon its nuclear 
ambitions despite 
nearly 20 hours of 
talks mediated in 
Pakistan.

In a series of lengthy 
posts on Truth Social, 
Trump said negotia-
tions "went well" and "most 
points were agreed to", but 
asserted that Tehran remained 
"unyielding as to the single 
most important issue", adding: 
"IRAN IS UNWILLING TO 
GIVE UP ITS NUCLEAR 
AMBITIONS!"

The US President added that 

he had been "fully debriefed" 
by Vice-President JD Vance, 
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff 
and Trump's son-in-law Jared 

Kushner following 
the Islamabad meet-
ing, which Trump 
said was facilitated 
by Pakistan's leader-
ship. He also accused 
Iran of reneging on 
assurances to keep 
the Strait of Hormuz 
open, saying the situ-

ation had caused "anxiety, dis-
location, and pain to many 
people and Countries through-
out the World".

"They say they put mines in 
the water," Trump wrote, add-
ing that uncertainty over mari-
time safety had effectively 
deterred shipping.

Convene all-party meeting to discuss 
delimitation after April 29: Kharge to Modi
NEW DELHI (TSIT): Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
has conveyed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi that it would be 
“impossible” to have any useful 
discussion on the women’s quota 
law without details of delimita-
tion and other aspects, and 
demanded that an all-party meet-
ing be called on the matter after 
the current round of state polls 
are over on April 29.

In his letter to PM Modi, 
Kharge said that calling 
Parliament’s special sitting amid 
state polls reinforces the belief 
that the government is hurrying 
the implementation of women’s 
reservation law for “political 
mileage”. Kharge reiterated the 
demand that an all-party meeting 

be called to discuss the delimita-
tion issue, which is being linked 
to the amendments to the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, 
after April 29.

Kharge’s letter came in 
response to a missive from the 
prime minister on the special sit-
ting of Parliament for a discus-
sion on the Nari Shakti Vandan 

Adhiniyam from April 16. “I 
have just received your letter on 
the special session of Parliament 
for a discussion on the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam from 
the 16th of April,” the Leader of 
the Opposition in Rajya Sabha 
said in his letter to Modi dated 
April 11.

From fake PAN cards to forged 
passports: JK police unravels 
LeT’s pan-India logistical 
web“As you are aware, the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 
was passed by Parliament unani-
mously in September 2023. At 
that time, on behalf of the Indian 
National Congress, I had 
demanded that this important 
law should become effective 
immediately,” Kharge said. 

Cong institutionalised 
corruption in 
T'gana, alleges KTR

Hyderabad (TSIT) : Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) Working President 
K.T. Rama Rao (also known as KTR) 
on Sunday accused the Congress 
government in Telangana of institu-
tionalising corruption through what 
he termed a "loot-and-hide scheme" 
across the state. Addressing party 
leaders and workers at the BRS 
office in Mancherial district after 
felicitating elected representa-
tives of Kyathanpalli municipali-
ty, he alleged that Congress leader-
ship --from Ministers to MLAs -- 
were indulging in widespread 
corruption in every Assembly 
constituency and scheme. 

Many people will lose shelter in Bengal 
if BJP comes to power: Mamata 

Kolkata (TSIT) : West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee said on Sunday that 
several people will lose their 
shelters if the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) comes to 
power in the state after the 
elections this month. “In the 
coming days, there will be no 
address, no shelter and no 
family. BJP will take away 
everything,” the Chief 
Minister said while address-
ing a campaign rally at 
Khandaghosh in East 
Burdwan district while 
addressing a campaign rally 
there amid the crucial two-
phase Assembly elections in 
the state on April 23 and April 
29.Speaking on the occasion, 

she also targeted the Prime 
Minister, without directly 
naming him, over his promise 
at a campaign on Saturday 
that if the BJP comes to power 
in West Bengal, the state gov-
ernment employees would be 
granted pay as per the 7th Pay 
Commission.

"They are liars. They are 

promising to grant pay as per 
the 7th Pay Commission. He 
should have enquired first 
and given respect to his chair. 
We have already announced 
the 7th Pay Commission in 
our state budget in February 
this year. West Bengal is the 
only state where the state gov-
ernment employees get a pen-
sion. This facility is not avail-
able in any other state,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Without directly naming 
the Prime Minister, she also 
said that he made a vague 
promise that popular food 
products and sweets from 
West Bengal would be export-
ed worldwide if the BJP comes 
to power in West Bengal.



2HYDERABAD
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026Telangana

www.thesouthindiatimes.com

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

WARANGAL TSIT :  
SHINE Educational insti-
tutions   Chairman 
Moogula Kumar Yadav 
and Directors Moogula 
Rama, Aruri Kavitha, IIT 
Coordinator Moogula 
Ramesh Yadav jointly 
informed that in 
Telangana state inter first 
and second year results, 
state level intermediate 
first year and second year 
MPC and BiPC have 
achieved first rank and the 
results are at par with cor-
porate educational institu-
tions.  

They stated that they are 
very happy that SHINE 
Junior College has secured 
state level ranks in the 
inter results released on 
Sunday.

 They informed that 
SHINE Educational 
Institutions in Warangal  
is providing the best in 
Intermediate  education 
from beginning. Even the 
students from the rural 
areas are made excellent 
students through good aca-
demic programming and 
planning and in the first 
year of MPC at state level 
B Likhita Reddy - 468 
(2638101411), A Shailaja - 
467 (2638101370), O 
Archana - 467 (2638104726), 
D Diksha Nandini - 467 
(2638105881), M Akshita - 

467 (2638103725), J Kavya - 
467, (2638105613), 

466 marks for 8 students 
and 431 marks for three 
students K Vaishnavi - 437 
(2638102556), P Hasini 436 
(2638107407) G Harshini - 
433 (2638106109) in first 
year of BIPC,

 MPC second year M 
Dikshitha - 995 (2638203658), 
K Nishanth - 995 
(26319205545), M Tejaswi - 
994 (2638202938), K Sri 
Soumya - 991 (2638202141), 
CH Vijay Kumar - 991 
(2638206091), R Akshaya - 
990 (2638201395), 

BiPC congratulated the 
students who scored CH 
Kirtan - 992 (2638205383), 
MD Aqib Ali - 989 
(2638202285), MD Saduddin 
- 987 (2638202295) in second 
year.

 Besides these, 25 stu-
dents scored more than 980 
marks in MPC, 20 students 
scored more than 970 in 
BiPC,

 Also more than 45 stu-
dents scored more than 460 
marks and more than 15 
students scored more than 
430 marks in first year 
MPC.

 Principals of Shine 
Junior Colleges, Raju 
Goud, P Srinivas, G 
Prashanth,Faculty mem-
bers, students and parents 
of students participated.

SHINE shines in Telangana 
state intermediate results

Hanumakonda, April 12, 
TSIT :   In the latest results 
released by Board of 
Intermediate Education, 
Ponnala Varun (2638101723) 
468/470, Kampelly 
Tanushree (2638105044) 
468/470, Ponnala Varun 
(2638102106) of Inter First 
Year in Resonance 
Educational institutions, 
Hanumakonda in the latest 
results. Scored 468/470 
marks and secured second 
rank in the state.

Gummadavelli Mahathi 
(2638104271) 438/440, Banka 
Vaishnavi (2638103992) 
437/440, Safia Kausar 
(2638104782) 437/440, 
Dharawat Lakshmiprasanna 
(2638104358) 437/440 marks 
in BiPC category. Achieved.
In MPC second year catego-
ry G Saikirtana (2638204178) 
995, Narozu Harshal 
(2638205366) 994, Dande 
Varsha 263 820 27 97 994 
marks, Gandra Sreeja 
(2638201532) scored 991…

Resonance Vijaydanka with state top ranks 

WARANGAL (TSIT) :   
Students of SR education-
al institutes triumphed 
in the Inter second year 
results declared by the 
Intermediate Board on 
Sunday. In MPC section 
K. Rohini 996/ 1000 
(2643200756), CH. 
Florence Ruth 996/1000 
(2644201480),  N. Saikiran 
995/1000 (2650204298), 

Zobia Fatima 994/1000 
(2660226904), in BiPC sec-
tion. P Vikash Kumar 
Shetty secured 992/1000 
(2659216207) marks in 
MEC section. Expressing 
happiness for the 
achievements of the stu-
dents, Chairman Varada 
Reddy, Directors 
Madhukar Reddy and 
Santhosh Reddy 

expressed the hope that 
in the future they will be 
trained to achieve better 
marks. Our students who 
are getting top ranks in 
state national level com-
petitive exams every 
year have scored out-
standing marks in IPE 
this year too, hope these 
results will be inspira-
tional to all students.

Success of SR Students in Inter 2nd Year Examination Results 

Inauguration of modern computer 
lab in Saraswati Shishu Mandir 

Karimnagar, April 12, TSIT : A modern computer lab 
was inaugurated in the local Saraswati Shishu 
Mandir English Medium High School.
 Balmuri Karunakar Rao, Engineer Kola Anna 
Reddy, Satyanarayana, Srinivas, Maheshwar Reddy, 
Sriram Mondaiah, 
Bodla Srinivas - Geetharani opened the computer lab 
and spoke to the students. Students are advised to 
learn computer technology and excel at a higher 
level in the future.
   School principal Mora Randhir said that through 
this new computer lab, digital skills and practical 
knowledge will increase among the students.

Karimnagar, April 12, 
TSIT : Mayor 
Kolagani Srinivas 
announced that he 
will do his best to pro-
vide free homeo medi-
cine services in every 
division under the 
municipal corpora-
tion. 
On the occasion of World 
Homeo Day, the Mayor inau-
gurated a programme orga-
nized by the Department of 
Homeopathy Physicians at a 
hotel in Karimnagar on 
Saturday.
 ACP Pratap said that homeo 
medicine helps slowly and 
till complete cure. 
Dr. Kodityala Srinivas, 
President of Karimnagar 
Homeo Doctors Association 
said that the awareness of 

this medicine will increase 
among the people.
 Union Minister of State 
Bandi Sanjay thanked for 
sanctioning a 50-bed Ayush 
Hospital in Karimnagar.
In this meeting, homeopaths 
NS. Reddy, Dinakar, Deepak 
Babu, Ravikanti Murali, 
Soumya, Aruna,
 Krishnakanth, Manasa, 
Siva, Srivani, Tirumal 
Reddy, Rajeshwar Rao and 
others participated.

Efforts to provide free 
homeo medicine : - Mayor 

Kolagani Srinivas

Balasamudram, April 
12, TSIT : Telangana State 
Mahila Congress President 
Errabelli Swarna, MLC 
Baswaraju Saraiah was 
the chief guest at the 
Inspire IIT Excellence 
Awards 2026 programme 
organized at Kaloji 
K a l a k s h e t r a m , 
Hanumakonda. 

Errabelli Swarna start-
ed the programme by light-
ing the Jyoti. 

On this occasion, 

Errabelli Swarna said that 
she was very happy to see 
the talent, hard work and 
perseverance of the stu-
dents. 

In today's competitive 
environment, continuous 
hard work, discipline and 
working with a clear goal 
is very important. 

She said that the youth 
is the main force for the 
development of the coun-
try and the youth have the 
ability to bring change in 

the society through educa-
tion. Programmes like 
Inspire IIT Excellence 
Awards not only boost self-
confidence among stu-
dents but also motivate 
them to set better goals, he 
said.

On this occasion, state 
level meritorious students 
and school toppers were 
felicitated.

Parents and students 
participated in this pro-
gramme.

Youth is the main force for national development 
- Through education we can bring change in the society... Red bellied gold...

Telangana sanctions Rs 54.90 crore
 for 2025 beedi leaf season, aiming to 

lift tribal women’s income

The Telangana government has 
rolled out a ₹54.90 crore plan for 
the 2025 beedi leaf season, promis-
ing both a steady income stream 
for tribal communities and a 
tighter grip on a trade long dogged 
by middlemen. With the issuance 
of Government Order (GO) Rt 
No.37 on 10 April, the state has 
given the green light for full-scale 
implementation of the Beedi Leaf 
Scheme across 30 districts and 37 
forest divisions.

The Telangana Forest 
Development Corporation 
Limited (TFDC) has been appoint-
ed as the government’s sole agent 
for procurement and trade. By 
doing so, the state hopes to stream-
line operations, ensure fair pric-
ing, and bring transparency 
through e-portal auctions, effec-
tively cutting out the middlemen 
who once had the last laugh. This 
latest order is in continuation of a 
series of earlier decisions, includ-
ing the appointment of TFDC as 
the nodal agency in 2024, the for-
mation of an advisory panel to fix 
rates, and the approval of auction 
conditions earlier this year.

Recommendations from the 
Principal Chief Conservator of 
Forests ultimately sealed the deal, 
paving the way for what officials 
describe as a calibrated and con-
sistent policy initiative.

A key aspect of the scheme is 
the uniform procurement rate of 

₹3,300 per Standard Bag (SB), with 
each bag containing 1,000 bundles 
of 50 leaves, adding up to a stag-
gering 50,000 leaves. The state has 
set its sights high, targeting the 
collection of 1,22,000 Standard 
Bags, or roughly 6.1 billion leaves. 
The numbers tell a story of scale 
and spread. The Bhadradri Circle 
leads the pack with 47,300 S.Bs 
across 40 units, followed by the 
KTR Mancherial Circle with 
38,500 S.Bs. Kaleshwaram Circle 
is not far behind with 32,900 S.Bs. 
Smaller allocations have been 
earmarked for Basara, Rajanna, 
and Charminar circles. The ₹54.90 
crore outlay has been split with 
an eye on both recovery and wel-
fare.

A lion’s share — ₹4,102 lakh — is 
expected to be recouped through 
auction proceeds, while ₹1,388 
lakh is earmarked as non-reim-
bursable expenditure. Collection 
costs alone account for over ₹4,000 
lakh, directly tied to payments 
made to leaf pluckers. Operational 
expenses such as transport, staff-
ing, and monitoring form another 
significant chunk. The govern-
ment has also factored in insur-
ance coverage for workers and 
storage facilities, a safety net that 
had long been missing.

According to officials, from 
data-entry operators and godown 
keepers to field-level forest staff, 
the scheme casts a wide net in 

terms of employment. Facilitation 
charges have been structured to 
incentivise the staff on the ground, 
ensuring the machinery runs like 
a well-oiled engine even in remote 
forest areas, the sources said.

For thousands of tribal and for-
est-dwelling families, the beedi 
leaf season is more than just a 
harvest; it is a lifeline. In districts 
like Bhadradri-Kothagudem and 
Mancherial, the seasonal collec-
tion provides crucial income dur-
ing lean agricultural months.

By guaranteeing a fixed rate 
and eliminating exploitative 
intermediaries, the government 
aims to put more money directly 
into the hands of collectors. With 
the current targets, payouts to 
pluckers alone are expected to 
cross ₹40 crore, injecting much-
needed liquidity into rural econo-
mies.

The scheme also doubles as a 
job generator. From plucking and 
bundling to transportation and 
storage, it creates a ripple effect of 
temporary employment. The 
introduction of the TG Beedi Leaf 
Management Information System 
(BLMIS) further ensures real-
time tracking and accountability, 
plugging loopholes that once led 
to leakages, the sources said.

Beyond economics, the scheme 
walks a fine line between utilisa-
tion and conservation. Beedi 
leaves, sourced from naturally 

occurring Abnus (tendu) trees, 
are collected under regulated con-
ditions to prevent overharvesting. 
By restricting operations to noti-
fied forest and government lands, 
the state tries to protect ecology.

Operationally, the scheme must 
contend with tight timelines, 
unpredictable weather, and the 
logistical challenge of coordinat-
ing across 37 forest divisions. 
Timely payments to collectors 
will be crucial; any delay could 
take the sheen off an otherwise 
promising initiative.

What sets this scheme apart is 
its continuity. By largely retain-
ing last year’s pricing and admin-
istrative framework, the govern-
ment has sent a clear signal of 
stability. The provision allowing 
TFDC to raise working capital 
loans also ensures that cash flow 
hiccups do not derail operations.

With the season already under-
way, the onus is seen as resting on 
the forest department and TFDC 
to hit the ground running. 
Mobilising manpower, setting up 
logistics, and ensuring smooth 
auctions will be key to translating 
policy into practice. For tribal 
communities, the stakes could not 
be higher. If executed well, the 
scheme could be a shot in the 
arm—putting money in pockets, 
dignity in labour, and order in a 
trade that once operated in the 
shadows.
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Hyderabad TSIT: B.
Shivadhar Reddy, Director 
General of Police, 
Telangana, called for a 
statewide movement to 
promote road safety, stat-
ing that “life is more 
important than speed” and 
urging strict implementa-
tion of the “Arrive Alive” 
programme.

During his tour of 
R a m a g u n d a m 
Commissionerate and 
Komaram Bheem Asifabad 
district, the DGP partici-
pated in a review meeting 
with police officials under 
the chairmanship of 
Amber Kishore Jha. He 
stressed the need to signifi-

cantly reduce road acci-
dent fatalities through 
awareness campaigns, 
strict enforcement of traf-
fic rules, and promotion of 
defensive driving.

The DGP directed offi-
cials to organize aware-
ness programmes in vil-
lages and towns, making 
helmet and seat belt usage 
mandatory. He also sug-
gested sharing real-life 
experiences of accident 
victims’ families to 
enhance public aware-
ness.As part of the visit, 
Shivadhar Reddy inaugu-
rated a modern police 
housing complex at 
Godavarikhani built at a 

cost of 12.29 crore, provid-
ing accommodation for 
police personnel. He also 
inaugurated a new police 
station building at 
Kannepalli.

At Bellampalli, he par-
ticipated in an “Arrive 
Alive” awareness pro-
gramme, distributed hel-
mets, and oversaw free eye 
check-ups for drivers. He 
emphasized monthly 
awareness drives and 
strict action against drunk 
driving.

In Rebbena, the DGP 
inaugurated a library 
developed from an old 
police station building to 
support rural students pre-
paring for competitive 
exams. In Asifabad, he 
unveiled a “Helmet 
Chowk” to promote road 
safety awareness.

He also visited Jodeghat 
and paid tributes to tribal 
freedom fighter Komaram 
Bheem. Additionally, 50 
sewing machines were dis-
tributed to tribal women 
as part of empowerment 
initiatives.Senior police 
officials, public represen-
tatives, and local citizens 
participated in the pro-
grammes.

DGP Shivadhar Reddy Stresses Road Safety, Inaugurates 
Police Infrastructure in North Telangana

Hyderabad TSIT: TPCC 
WORKING President 
Jayaprakash Reddy has direct-
ed officials to develop five 
major junctions along the 
Sangareddy bypass road as 
part of the ongoing road expan-
sion works.

The bypass road, being 
developed at an estimated cost 
of 13 crore, is witnessing rapid 
progress. As part of the project, 
five key junctions will be 
established from IB Guest 
House to Basaveshwara 
Chowk to improve traffic flow 
and urban aesthetics.

Jaggareddy, along with offi-
cials from Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority, inspected key loca-
tions including the IB Junction 
and RDO Camp Office Circle. 

During the visit, he instructed 
officials to ensure that the 
junctions are designed in an 
attractive and people-friendly 
manner.

He emphasized the need for 
proper beautification works at 
each junction so that they not 
only ease traffic movement but 
also provide a pleasant visual 
experience to the public. He 
also directed consultancy rep-
resentatives to come up with 
innovative designs that reflect 
aesthetic appeal.

Jaggareddy stressed that 
officials must remain vigilant 
during the execution to avoid 
traffic disruptions and ensure 
public convenience. He further 
instructed that the road expan-
sion works be expedited and 
completed at the earliest.

Jaggareddy Directs Development of 
5 Junctions on Bypass Road

Nizamabad (TSIT): 
Mahesh Kumar Goud, 
TPCC President and MLC, 
addressed party leaders 
and cadre in Nizamabad, 
outlining key ideological 
and welfare priorities 
while paying tributes to 
noted social reformer and 
writer Annabhau Sathe.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mahesh Kumar Goud 
described Annabhau 
Sathe as a  personality 
who gave direction to Dalit 
literature in the country 
and powerfully reflected 
the lives of the poor and 

marginalized through his 
writings. He said Sathe 
fought against social injus-
tice and inequality 
through his pen and 
remained committed to 
equality, justice, and 
human rights throughout 
his life.

He noted that Sathe’s 
ideas continue to guide 
society even today and 
called upon youth to draw 
inspiration from his life 
and values.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
Telangana’s initiatives, 
the TPCC Chief said the 

state has emerged as a 
role model in the coun-
try with measures like 
SC categorisation and 
caste survey. He reit-
erated the party’s com-
mitment to social jus-
tice and inclusive 
d e v e l o p m e n t .
Referring to Rahul 
Gandhi’s vision, he 
said the government is 
moving forward with 
the principle of “giv-
ing proportionate jus-
tice to all sections.” He 
added that while poli-
tics may be confined to 
elections, governance 
thereafter focuses on 

development and welfare.
Mahesh Kumar Goud 

also listed key welfare 
schemes being implement-
ed, including distribution 
of fine rice, Indiramma 
housing for the eligible, 
free bus travel for women, 
and provision of 200 units 
of free electricity.

He asserted that 
Telangana’s model of com-
bining development with 
welfare is unique in the 
country and is being 
implemented in line with 
Rahul Gandhi’s vision of 
people-centric governance.

TPCC Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud Highlights 
Social Justice, Welfare Initiatives 

KGBV Kothaguda students 
excel in Intermediate results

Mahabubabad, April 12: Students of Kasturba Gandhi 
Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) in Kothaguda mandal have 
achieved remarkable success in the Intermediate First 
Year results, particularly in the Medical Lab Technician 
(MLT) stream.B. Prashanthi and A. Navatha emerged as 
joint toppers, each securing 446 marks out of 500. B. 
Kaveri secured the second position with 428 marks, show-
casing the academic excellence of students from the insti-
tution.The outstanding performance of students from a 
remote region has drawn appreciation from the faculty 
and administration. Special Officer Sania and the teach-
ing staff expressed happiness over the achievement, not-
ing that the results reflect the dedication of students and 
the continuous efforts of the faculty.They stated that the 
success of the students serves as an inspiration for others 
and highlights the growing educational standards in gov-
ernment residential institutions like KGBV.

Cylinder Explosion in Shantinagar; 
Four Seriously Injured

MLA Chinta Prabhakar Assures Support to Victims, 
Orders Better Medical Care

Sangareddy, April (TSIT)
A gas cylinder explosion 
in Shantinagar of 
Sangareddy town caused 
panic among residents, 
leaving four persons seri-
ously injured. The injured 
have been identified as 

Sangamesh, Mallamma, Bindu, and Chinna.According to 
reports, locals immediately responded after the incident 
and shifted the injured to the Sangareddy District 
Government Hospital for emergency treatment.Upon 
learning about the incident, Sangareddy MLA Chinta 
Prabhakar rushed to the spot and reviewed the situation. 
He later visited the government hospital and consoled the 
victims. The MLA also inquired with local residents 
about the cause of the explosion.Chinta Prabhakar 
assured full support to the victims undergoing treatment 
and directed medical officials to provide better health-
care. Considering the severity of injuries, he instructed 
officials to make arrangements to shift the victims to 
Gandhi Hospital in Hyderabad for advanced treatment.
Meanwhile, the police have registered a case and initiated 
an investigation into the incident. Reports indicate that 
the explosion also caused significant property damage.

Government Whip and Alair MLA Beerla 
Ailaiah Inaugurates Paddy Procurement 

Centers in Alair Mandal

Yadadri Bhongir 
TSIT:Telangana State 
Government Whip and 
Alair MLA Beerla 
Ailaiah inaugurated 
paddy procurement cen-
ters in the villages of 
Golanakonda, Kolluru, 
and Mandanapalli with-
in the Alair Mandal of Yadadri Bhongir district, as well as 
at the market yard in Alair town. Speaking on the occa-
sion, he stated that the welfare of farmers is the primary 
objective of the state government. He noted that the gov-
ernment has undertaken special measures to procure the 
paddy harvested by farmers at a fair price. He affirmed 
that justice would be ensured for farmers by purchasing 
their grain in accordance with the Minimum Support 
Price (MSP). He further mentioned that a system is being 
implemented to procure grain directly from farmers.

Hyderabad TSIT: 
Telangana Roads & 
Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy on Sunday 
expressed profound grief 
over the demise of legend-
ary playback singer Asha 
Bhosle, calling it an irrepa-
rable loss to Indian cinema 
and the global music fra-
ternity.
In a statement, the 
Minister said that Asha 
Bhosle’s passing marks 
the end of a golden era in 
Indian music. He noted 
that her illustrious career 
spanning over seven 
decades gifted thousands 
of timeless songs that con-

tinue to captivate audienc-
es across generations.

Highlighting her 
extraordinary versatility, 
he observed that she 
excelled in classical, semi-
classical, and contempo-
rary genres across multi-

ple languages, leaving an 
indelible imprint on the 
music industry. He further 
recalled that her immense 
contributions were hon-
oured with prestigious rec-
ognitions, including the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
and the Padma Vibhushan.

Stating that her legacy 
would live on forever, 
Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy said her songs 
would continue to inspire 
generations of singers and 
music lovers.The Minister 
conveyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family, admirers, and the 
music fraternity, and 
prayed for the eternal 
peace of the departed soul.

Asha Bhosle’s Demise a Monumental Loss to 
Music World Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

New Delhi, TSIT: 
Telangana Youth Congress 
State General Secretary 
and Mahabubnagar 
District In-charge 
Shivanth Reddy delivered 
an impactful speech at the 
two-day Sansad 2026 – 
Youth Parliament held in 
New Delhi on April 9 and 
10. Participating in the 
Rajya Sabha simulation in 
the role of Vem Narendra 
Reddy, he spoke on the 
theme “Spirit of 
Federalism and Rights of 
States.”

Highlighting key issues, 
Shivanth Reddy raised 
concerns over fiscal imbal-
ance caused by cesses and 
surcharges, stating that 

they weaken the constitu-
tionally mandated share of 
states in central taxes. He 
also opposed unilateral leg-
islation by the Centre on 
concurrent subjects and 
called for a review of the 
Seventh Schedule to 
restore legislative balance.

Addressing the role of 
Governors, he pointed out 

instances of paral-
lel governance 
and stressed the 
need to implement 
the recommenda-
tions of the 
S a r k a r i a 
Commission to 
uphold democrat-
ic functioning in 
states.Proposing 
c o n s t r u c t i v e 

reforms, he suggested the 
formation of a Federal 
Council under a renewed 
federal framework. He fur-
ther emphasized fair finan-
cial allocations for south-
ern states and advocated 
for “Digital Federalism” to 
ensure transparency and 
equitable data sharing.

Shivanth Reddy Voices Strong Federalism 
Pitch at Youth Parliament 2026

The South India Times
Husnabad | April 12 
:Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar stated that 
development activities are 
proceeding at a rapid pace 
within the Husnabad con-
stituency. As part of his 
tour, he laid the foundation 
stone for the Marri Pump 
Check Dam Feeder Channel 
in Kuchanapalli village 
(Husnabad Mandal), a proj-
ect being constructed at a 
cost of ₹21.30 lakhs. 
Subsequently, he inspected 
the ongoing development 
works at the town's Kotha 
Cheruvu, Yellamma 
Cheruvu, and Palle 
Cheruvu tanks, issuing 
instructions to officials 
regarding the beautifica-
tion of tank bunds, land-
scaping, and the establish-
ment of open gyms and sce-
nic viewpoints. He further 
directed officials to con-
struct a dedicated feeder 
channel to prevent drain-
age water from flowing into 
the tanks. While inspecting 

the Urban Forest Park proj-
ect at Jillalagadda, the 
Minister suggested the pro-
vision of amenities such as 
green lanes, trekking trails, 
a children's park, watch-
towers, and a cable bridge. 
He noted that, as part of the 
town's overall develop-
ment, construction works 
for the Urban Forest Park, 
an engineering college, a 
Transport Department 
office, and four-lane roads 
are currently underway. 
He announced that an 
industrial corridor is being 

established to boost employ-
ment opportunities. While 
distributing vegetable kits 
to farmers in Potharam (J) 
village under the Rain-fed 
Crops Development 
Scheme, the Minister 
advised farmers to focus on 
high-income crops such as 
vegetables, oil palm, and 
beekeeping. He stated that 
a vegetable cold storage 
facility would be estab-
lished in Husnabad. The 
Minister affirmed that 
efforts would be made to 
transform the Husnabad 

constituency into a model 
constituency within the 
state. Market Committee 
Chairman Kandi Tirupati 
Reddy, Municipal 
Chairperson Dandi 
Lakshmi,  RDO 
Ramamurthy, Municipal 
Commissioner Mallikarjun 
Goud, Vice Chairperson 
Chittari Padma, 
Sarpanches P adma Jaipal 
Reddy and Swaroopa, coun-
cilors, Forest Department 
officials, other public repre-
sentatives, and others par-
ticipated in this event.

Husnabad emerging as model constituency: 
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

DGP inaugurates 
new police station at 

Kannepalli
 
Mancherial, April 12: Director General of Police 
Shivadhar Reddy inaugurated a newly constructed police 
station building at Kannepalli mandal headquarters in 
Mancherial district, aimed at enhancing public conve-
nience and service delivery.
Speaking on the occasion, the DGP said the police depart-
ment is working round the clock to ensure public safety, 
security, and timely resolution of grievances. He noted 
that the new facility would enable more efficient and 
accessible policing services for the local population. He 
also planted saplings on the police station premises.
Later, at the Bellampalli Police Headquarters, he partici-

pated in an eye screening camp organised for auto and 
lorry drivers, where spectacles were distributed. 
Stressing the importance of road safety, he urged motor-
ists to strictly follow traffic rules, wear helmets and seat 
belts, and avoid driving under the influence of alcohol.
Senior officials including Multi Zone-1 IG 
Chandrasekhar Reddy, District Collector Kumar 
Deepak, Ramagundam Commissioner of Police Amber 
Kishore Jha, and MLA Gaddam Vinod, along with 
officials from various departments

Phoenix Foundation’s services invaluable: 
Warangal MLA, Mayor

Warangal, April 12: 
Warangal West MLA 
Naini Rajender Reddy and 
Mayor Gundu Sudharani 
praised the services of 
Phoenix Foundation, stat-
ing that its contributions 
to public welfare are 
invaluable.
A free ophthalmology 
camp was organised at the 
Council Hall, Baldia 
Headquarters, under the 
Praja Palana–Progress 
Plan, in collaboration with 
the Greater Warangal 
Municipal Corporation 
(GWMC) and Shankara 

Eye Hospital. The camp 
was jointly inaugurated by 
the MLA, Mayor, and 

District Collector Chahat 
Bajpai.
Speaking on the occasion, 

the MLA highlighted the 
vital role played by munic-
ipal sanitation workers in 
maintaining the city and 
stressed the importance of 
safeguarding their health. 
He said such free medical 
camps are highly benefi-
cial, especially for address-
ing eye health issues, and 
called upon NGOs and 
donors to actively partici-
pate in public service ini-
tiatives.
The Mayor appreciated 
Phoenix Foundation for 
facilitating free cataract 
surgeries for the poor and 

middle class at Shankara 
Eye Hospital. She noted 
that identified patients 
are transported through 
special arrangements 
and provided treatment 
until they safely return 
home. She also expressed 
interest in expanding 
similar service pro-
grammes in Warangal 
under Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiatives.
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Hyderabad: GITAM 
Deemed to be University, 
Hyderabad, has congrat-
ulated Dr. Syeda Imrana 
Fatima Khawaja 
Zakiullah Quadri on suc-
cessfully earning her 
Ph.D. in Computer 
Science and Engineering 
(CSE) under the guid-
ance of Dr. G. Yugandhar, 
Assistant Professor, 
School of CSE.

Her doctoral research, 
titled “A Generative 
Adversarial Network 
Framework for Secure 
Image Steganography,” 
focuses on enhancing 
secure data transmis-
sion using advanced 
deep learning tech-
niques. The study pro-
poses robust GAN-based 
frameworks that 
improve training stabili-
ty, increase embedding 
capacity, and ensure 

reliable extraction of 
hidden information, 
addressing key challeng-
es in existing stegano-
graphic methods.

By integrating con-
cepts such as game theo-
ry, deep convolutional 
networks, cycle consis-
tency learning, and opti-
mization strategies, the 
research strengthens the 
security, imperceptibili-

ty, and resilience of 
image steganography 
systems against adver-
sarial attacks and data 
loss.

The findings demon-
strate improved visual 
quality, stronger resis-
tance to detection, and 
more secure data retriev-
al compared to conven-
tional approaches, con-
tributing to safer and 
more reliable digital 
communication systems.

The university leader-
ship, including Prof. D. 
S. Rao, Pro Vice-
Chancellor; D.V.V.S.R. 
Varma, Resident 
Director; and Prof. Sk. 
Mahaboob Basha, Head 
of the Department of 
Computer Science, con-
gratulated Dr. Quadri 
and appreciated her sig-
nificant contribution to 
impactful research.

GITAM scholar earns Ph.D. in CSE for 
research on secure image steganography

Tirupati MLA unveils posters for Tathayyagunta Gangamma Jathara
Tirupati: Arani 

Srinivasulu unveiled the 
invitation card, pamphlet, 
and wall poster for the 
T a t h a y y a g u n t a 
Gangamma Jathara, 
announcing the schedule 
and arrangements for the 
grand annual festival.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the MLA stated that 
the Jathara will com-
mence on the night of 
May 5 with traditional 
chaatimpulu and con-
clude on the early morn-
ing of May 13 with the 
Vishwaroopa Darshanam. 
He added that the festivi-
ties will reach their peak 
with grand Angaranga 
Vaibhavam celebrations 
on May 12.

He informed that the 
temple management com-
mittee, led by Chairman 
Mahesh Yadav, is closely 
monitoring all arrange-
ments. Devotees from 

Tirupati, surrounding 
areas, and across the 
Rayalaseema region are 
expected to participate in 
large numbers, and spe-
cial priority will be given 
to ensure smooth darshan 
for common devotees.

The MLA assured that 
coordination with vari-

ous government depart-
ments will be ensured to 
provide hassle-free 
arrangements during the 
Jathara period.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mahesh Yadav stated 
that the festival will be con-
ducted in a non-political 
manner and that all neces-

sary facilities will be pro-
vided to devotees arriving 
from Rayalaseema, Tamil 
Nadu, and Karnataka. He 
added that the temple 
board members are collec-
tively supervising the 
arrangements .Several 
leaders and public repre-
sentatives, including 

Panabaka Lakshmi, Dr. 
Pasupuleti Hariprasad, 
Saamanchi Srinivas, Ravi 
Naidu, Narasimha Yadav, 
Mabbu Devanarayana 
Reddy, RC Munikrishna, 
Thota Vasu, SVM Sridhar, 
and others, were present at 
the event along with tem-
ple committee members.

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : State 
Medical, Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Satya Kumar Yadav stated 
that the government’s pri-
mary objective is to pro-
vide corporate-level medi-
cal services to the poor. He 
said that the medical sec-
tor in the state has 
achieved significant prog-
ress over the past two 
years. On Sunday, he, 
along with District 
Collector Abhishek 
Kishore, inaugurated the 
Endobronchial Ultrasound 
(EBUS) machine and other 
development works at the 
Chest and Communicable 
Diseases Hospital in 
Visakhapatnam. Speaking 
on the occasion, the 
Minister said that it is a 
matter of pride that this 
advanced ultrasound 
machine has been installed 
for the first time in the 
Telugu states. He noted 
that this would enable 
more efficient diagnosis of 
respiratory diseases. He 
revealed that OP and IP 
services in the hospital 
have increased significant-
ly, with OP services rising 
from 35,000 in 2023 to 45,000 
by 2025. He appreciated the 
dedication of the medical 
staff, noting that major 
surgeries increased from 
359 to 649.He stated that a 
free cancer screening pro-
gram is being implement-
ed across the state for the 
first time in the country, 

and that modern cancer 
centers have been estab-
lished in Kurnool, 
Visakhapatnam, Kadapa, 
and Guntur. He added that 
comprehensive cancer 
centers will also be set up 
in Kakinada and 
Anantapur in the coming 
financial year, moving 
towards a cancer-free 
Andhra Pradesh. The 
Minister said that funds 
under Arogyasri (NTR 
Vaidya Seva) have been 
significantly increased, 
with the limit rising from 
Rs. 6 lakh earlier to Rs. 3.76 
crore at present. He noted 
that public trust in govern-
ment hospitals has 
increased. He further 
explained that steps are 

being taken to make a new 
dialysis machine available 
every three days across 
the state, increasing the 
total number from 550 to 
725.He announced that a 
‘Universal Health Scheme’ 
will soon be implemented 
to provide free medical 
facilities up to Rs. 25 lakh 
for every family. He 
emphasized that Andhra 
Pradesh is the only state 
providing free medical 
care on such a large scale. 
District Collector 
Abhishek Kishore said 
that it is encouraging to 
see corporate-level facili-
ties becoming available 
in government hospitals, 
which will play a key role 
in delivering quality 

healthcare to the public. 
He noted that the new 
equipment will further 
strengthen the 
Pulmonary Medicine 
Department. He also stat-
ed that efforts will be 
made to mobilize resourc-
es for hospitals through 
CSR and advised doctors 
to identify their require-
ments and submit pro-
posals. He expressed the 
vision of developing 
Visakhapatnam into a 
global city through 
national and internation-
al collaborations. NTR 
Vaidya Seva Chairman 
Seethamraju Sudhakar, 
medical experts, and hos-
pital staff participated in 
the program.

Public Health Protection is the Government’s Goal – Revolutionary 
Changes in the Medical Sector Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav

The South India Times
Visakhapatnam : The 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has kickstarted 
development works in 
East Godavari district in 
preparation for the 
G o d a v a r i 
P u s h k a r a m – 2 0 2 7 . 
Endowments and 
Charitable Trusts Minister 
Anam Ramanarayana 
Reddy laid the foundation 
stone for Phase-1 works 
worth Rs.9.55 crore in 
Rajamahendravaram on 
Sunday.The programme 
was attended by 
Rajahmundry MP 
Daggubati Purandeswari, 
MLA Adireddy Srinivas, 
and MLC Somu Veerraju, 
among others. The 
Minister was accorded a 
traditional welcome by 
Vedic scholars and stu-
dents with ‘Purna 
Kumbham’.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said that 
the Godavari Pushkaram 
will commence on June 26, 
2027, and the government 
has begun temple renova-
tion and infrastructure 
development works well in 
advance. He informed that 
three high-level meetings 
have already been con-
ducted to review arrange-
ments, including one 
under the Chief Secretary, 
another by a sub-commit-
tee of 12 ministers, and a 
review chaired by Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu. He added that the 

Chief Minister’s experi-
ence in organizing such 
mega events is helping in 
expediting the prepara-
tions.The Minister 
expressed satisfaction 
over launching develop-
ment works for six 
Endowments institutions 
in Rajamahendravaram 
under Phase-1. He also 
revealed that tenders have 
been called for develop-
ment works worth Rs.51.79 
crore covering 43 temples 
across East Godavari, 
West Godavari, and 
Konaseema districts. 
Highlighting the impor-
tance of the Pushkaram, 
he said it is a matter of 
prestige for the state and 
must be conducted flaw-
lessly. With an estimated 
footfall of nearly 100 mil-
lion devotees from across 
the country and abroad, 
the government is focus-

ing on providing compre-
hensive infrastructure. 
Plans are being prepared 
for Pushkar bathing 
arrangements along the 
212-kilometre stretch of 
the Godavari River flow-
ing through multiple dis-
tricts. Under Phase-1, the 
works include construc-
tion and renovation proj-
ects such as Rs.3 crore for 
Sri Pandiri Mahadeva 
Kotilingala Satram 
(Pindapradana building), 
Rs.1 crore for Mukha 
Mandapam of Sri Rama 
Satyanarayana Swamy 
temple, Rs.70 lakh for 
Annadanam building of 
Rajahmundry Noone 
Varthakula Samajam, 
Rs.55 lakh for reconstruc-
tion of Sri Ramalinga 
Choudeswara Swamy tem-
ple, Rs.2.80 crore for 
Gautami Jeevakarunya 
Sangham building, and 

Rs.1.50 crore for first-floor 
construction of Chanda 
Satram Kalyana 
Mandapam. These works 
aim to enhance facilities 
for pilgrims during the 
Pushkaram.

Meanwhile, Tourism 
Minister Kandula Durgesh 
met Minister Anam 
Ramanarayana Reddy and 
appreciated the initiatives 
taken for temple develop-
ment. He stressed the need 
for coordination between 
the Endowments and 
Tourism departments to 
boost temple tourism.

MLA Adireddy Srinivas 
welcomed the Minister’s 
visit and said that the 
release of funds for local 
temple development is a 
positive step. MP 
Daggubati Purandeswari 
described the Godavari 
Pushkaram as a spiritual-
ly significant national 
event and appreciated the 
coordinated efforts of the 
Centre and State govern-
ments. MLC Somu 
Veerraju lauded the alloca-
tion of funds for temple 
development and suggest-
ed seeking additional sup-
port from Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams 
for the event.Several offi-
cials from the Endowments 
Department, including 
Commissioner K. 
Ramachandra Mohan and 
other engineering and 
administrative staff, par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme.

Foundation Laid for Godavari Pushkaram Works in 
Rajamahendravaram – Rs.9.55 Crore Projects Initiated

Sreeleela inaugurates Kalyan Jewellers 
showroom in Vizianagaram

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Leading jew-
ellery brand Kalyan Jewellers 
marked a significant retail 
expansion with the grand inau-
guration of its new showroom 
at Mahatma Gandhi Road in 
Vizianagaram. The launch 
gained further prominence 
with the simultaneous unveil-
ing of a showroom for Candere, 
the company’s contemporary 
lifestyle jewellery brand. The 
dual inauguration was officiat-
ed by popular actress Sreeleela 
in the presence of distin-
guished guests and patrons.
The strategic co-location of 
both showrooms brings togeth-
er Kalyan Jewellers’ tradition-
al, bridal-focused collections 
and Candere’s modern, trend-
driven designs, creating a com-
prehensive jewellery destina-
tion. 

The state-of-the-art outlets 
feature a luxurious ambience 
and an extensive range of col-
lections catering to diverse cus-
tomer segments—from those 
seeking timeless heirlooms to 
Gen Z customers and working 
professionals looking for light-
weight, everyday jewellery. 
The Candere showroom is 
designed to appeal to Gen Z, 
working women, and style-con-
scious men, offering trendy 
and lightweight jewellery with 
prices starting from Rs.10,000. 
Having evolved from a digital-
first brand into an omni-chan-
nel retailer, Candere combines 
the convenience of online shop-

ping with the tactile experi-
ence of physical retail. 
Addressing the gathering, 
Sreeleela said it was an honour 
to be associated with a trusted 
brand like Kalyan Jewellers, 
known for its transparency. 
She noted that the new destina-
tion uniquely blends tradition-
al grandeur with contempo-
rary designs and expressed 
confidence that the people of 
Vizianagaram would warmly 
embrace the concept.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ramesh Kalyanaraman, 
Executive Director of Kalyan 
Jewellers, stated that the 
launch aims to create a holistic 
jewellery ecosystem that caters 
to evolving customer needs 
while enhancing the overall 
shopping experience. He added 
that the company remains 
committed to innovation while 
upholding its core values of 
trust and transparency. To cel-
ebrate the launch, Kalyan 

Jewellers has announced 
exclusive inaugural offers, 
including up to 50% off on 
value addition. Customers can 
also benefit from the brand’s 
Special Gold Board Rate, con-
sidered among the lowest and 
uniform across its showrooms, 
for a limited period.

 All jewellery sold at Kalyan 
Jewellers is BIS-hallmarked 
and undergoes multiple puri-
ty checks. Customers will also 
receive the 4-Level Assurance 
Certificate, ensuring gold 
purity, lifetime maintenance, 
detailed product information, 
and transparent exchange 
and buy-back policies.The 
new showroom will feature 
Kalyan Jewellers’ signature 
collections, including 
Muhurat, Mudhra, Nimah, 
Glo, Ziah, Anokhi, Apoorva, 
Antara, Hera, Rang, and Lila, 
offering a wide spectrum of 
designs to suit every occasion 
and preference.

Hyderabad TSIT: The 
Tool & Gauge 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Association of India 
(TAGMA) is set to host the 
Die & Mould India Expo 
2026, one of the country’s 
premier exhibitions for 
the tooling and mould-
making industry, from 
April 21 to 24 at the 
Bombay Exhibition 
Centre, Goregaon, 
Mumbai.

Now in its 14th edition, 
the biennial expo has 
established itself as a flag-
ship platform for India’s 
die and mould sector, 
bringing together industry 
professionals, global inno-
vators, and technology 
providers under one roof. 
TAGMA, representing 
nearly 700 member compa-
nies, aims to highlight cut-
ting-edge advancements 
shaping the future of man-
ufacturing.

The expo will feature the 
latest innovations in tool-
ing, mould-making, plastic 
injection moulding, and 
precision manufacturing. 
Visitors can expect com-
prehensive displays of 
CNC machining, EDM sys-
tems, CAD/CAM/CAE 
software, additive manu-
facturing, heat treatment 
solutions, and advanced 
3D printing applications.

The event is expected to 
attract participants from 
key sectors including auto-

motive, electronics, con-
sumer durables, and 
industrial manufacturing, 
offering opportunities for 
sourcing, networking, and 
business collaborations at 
both national and interna-
tional levels.

TAGMA President 
Devaraya Manjunath 
Sheregar said the expo 
reflects the strength and 
capabilities of India’s tool-
ing industry and will focus 
on enabling global collabo-
rations and knowledge 
exchange. Vice President 
D. Shanmugasundaram 
noted that the event will 
further boost precision, 
productivity, and global 
competitiveness in the sec-
tor.Building on the suc-
cess of the 2024 edition, 
which witnessed over 
38,000 visitors and partici-
pation from more than 15 
industry sectors, the 2026 
expo promises to expand 
its scale and impact. 

TAGMA to Showcase Next-Generation 
Tooling at Die & Mould India Expo 2026

ITC Sunfeast Farmlite 
Introduces Sugar-Free 
Cookies for Mindful 
Snacking
Hyderabad: ITC Limited 
has launched a new range 
of Sugar-Free Cookies 
under its Sunfeast 
Farmlite portfolio, target-
ing health-conscious con-
sumers seeking guilt-free 
snacking options.The 
newly introduced range 
includes two variants  
Choco Nut Cookies and 
Hazelnut & Oats Cookies  
designed to offer indulgent 
taste without added sugar. 
The Choco Nut variant is a 
source of protein and con-
tains no trans-fat, while 
the Hazelnut & Oats vari-
ant is lactose-free, catering 
to diverse dietary prefer-
ences.The company stated 
that the launch aligns with 
its vision of promoting 
healthier eating habits 
while ensuring rich taste 
and quality. Officials high-
lighted that advanced food 
science techniques were 
used to maintain the cook-
ies’ texture and flavor 
despite being sugar-free.
Available in convenient 
100g packs priced at 100, 
the cookies will be sold 
through popular quick-
commerce platforms such 
as Blinkit, Swiggy 
Instamart, and Zepto.
With this initiative, ITC 
aims to strengthen its 
presence in India’s rapid-
ly growing healthy snack-
ing segment.

Mahabubabad, April 12: 
District SP Dr. Sabareesh 
has called for collective 
efforts to reduce road acci-
dents, announcing a six-
day district-wide aware-
ness and enforcement 
drive under the ‘Arrive 
Alive’ initiative as part of 
the Telangana govern-
ment’s Praja Palana pro-
gramme.

The special campaign 
will be conducted from 
April 13 to 18, focusing on 
awareness programmes, 
inspections, and strict 
enforcement of traffic 
rules. The SP emphasized 
that accidents can be 
reduced only when citi-
zens strictly follow safety 
measures such as wearing 
helmets and seat belts, 
maintaining speed limits, 
and staying alert while 
driving.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of coordinated 
efforts, he said all govern-
ment departments will 
work together during the 
campaign, with active pub-
lic participation playing a 
key role in its success.

As part of the schedule, 
village-level committees 
will be formed on April 13 
to spread awareness 
among the public and 
youth. On April 14, coin-
ciding with Ambedkar 
Jayanti, road safety pledge 
programmes will be held 

at Ambedkar statues, 
along with identification 
and repair of accident-
prone “black spots.”

On April 15, awareness 
sessions will be conducted 
for students in schools and 
colleges, along with spe-
cial training for bus driv-
ers. Auto-rickshaw drivers 
will be targeted on April 16 
with awareness drives and 
inspections related to 
licenses and safety compli-
ance.

The campaign will also 
include public education 
on accident response and 
first aid on April 17, while 
April 18 will see strict 
enforcement with fines 
imposed on traffic viola-
tors and further sensitisa-
tion on road safety.

The SP warned that spe-
cial drives will be carried 
out against violations such 
as drunk driving, rash 
driving, mobile phone 
usage while driving, 
wrong-side driving, signal 
jumping, and vehicle over-
loading.

Mahabubabad SP launches ‘Arrive Alive’ 
drive to curb road accidents
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PURI: Campaign posters 
written in Bengali and ap-
pealing to voters of West 
Bengal have appeared 
across this seaside pilgrim 
town of Odisha, drawing 
criticism over the alleged 
politicisation of the sacred 
place.
The posters, put up by the 
ruling BJP and bearing the 
party’s “lotus” symbol, urge 
devotees of Lord Jagannath 
to support the saffron party 
in West Bengal, which goes 
to polls in two phases on 
April 23 and 29.
The campaign materials 
have been strategically 
placed in high-footfall loca-
tions such as the sea beach, 

bus stand, railway station 
and Grand Road beside the 
Jagannath temple frequent-
ed by pilgrims and tourists.
The Swargadwar cremation 
ground area, often referred 
to as “mini-Bengal” due 
to the presence of Bengali 
shopkeepers and visitors, 
has also seen such posters.
The campaign material tar-
gets Bengali tourists, urging 
them to vote for the BJP in 
the upcoming West Bengal 
elections.
Some tourists expressed 
disapproval of the cam-
paign.
“We have come to Puri to 
keep away from the elec-
tion campaign bustle and 

for relaxation. The prime 
objective is to pay obeisance 
to Lord Jagannath,” said 
Protima Basu, a visitor.
The development has also 
not gone down well with the 
opposition BJD.
“I was born and raised in 
this town, but have never 
seen Bengal election posters 
being pasted on the walls of 
Puri. The BJP is misusing 
the pilgrimage town. Puri 
is one of the sacred four 
‘dhams’ of the Hindus and 
should be kept out of poli-
tics,” BJD Rajya Sabha MP 
Subhasish Khuntia said.
He also urged the Odisha 
government to remove the 
posters and maintain the 

town’s sanctity. A section 
of the locals echoed similar 
concerns. Rathindra Mish-
ra, a resident of the town, 
said it was for the first time 
that a political party from 
another state had used the 
town for election campaign-
ing. The BJP, which came 
to power in Odisha in 2024 
defeating the BJD, howev-
er, does not see anything 
wrong in it. “There is noth-
ing wrong with fixing post-
ers in Puri or some other 
places where Bengal voters 
are frequently visiting. It 
has nothing to do with reli-
gion,” state BJP spokesper-
son Manoj Mohapatra told 
PTI.

Puri in Odisha becomes campaign 
hotspot for Bengal elections

PATNA: RJD leader Tejash-
wi Yadav on Saturday al-
leged that the BJP and RSS 
were attempting to change 
the Constitution, and re-
place democracy with dic-
tatorship.
Addressing a programme 
organised by the RJD mi-
nority cell in Patna, the 
leader of the opposition 
in the assembly called on 
party workers for a united 
fight against “adversaries 
of the Constitution”.
“RSS and BJP want to re-
place the Constitution of 
India with that of RSS. 
They seek to eliminate de-
mocracy and establish a 
dictatorship. For us, this 
is a time for struggle,” he 
said.
“If such changes occur, 
they will adversely affect 
backward classes, ex-
tremely backward classes, 
Dalits, and other margin-

alised communities,” he 
asserted.
The RJD leader urged par-
ty workers to fight against 
the alleged “divide and 
rule” policy of the “com-
munal forces”.
“If any leader, Hindu or 
Muslim, including me, 
delivers an inflammatory 
speech or engages in com-
munal politics, they should 
be strongly opposed,” he 
said.
Yadav alleged that the BJP 
and RSS were working 
to “derail peace and fra-
ternity” in the country by 
“instigating conflict” for 
decades.
“I am the son of Lalu 
Prasad, who stopped LK 
Advani’s ‘rath’ and got him 
arrested for trying to facil-
itate Babri Mosque dem-
olition. Neither my father 
bowed down to communal 
forces, nor will I,” he said.

He accused the Centre of 
filing false cases against 
him and his family mem-
bers as “part of a conspir-
acy to defame and divide” 
them.
“Cases are filed against 
my entire family and me. 
There are conspiracies 
to defame and divide us. 
Whenever Tejashwi raises 
questions about law and 
order, false cases are filed 
against him to divert pub-
lic attention,” he said.
Yadav accused AJUP 
founder Humayun Kabir of 
allegedly taking Rs 1,000 
crore from the BJP to de-
feat “secular forces” in 
poll-bound West Bengal, 
referring to a viral video 
shared by the TMC.
“The BJP is trying to top-
ple governments in oppo-
sition-ruled states to make 
sweeping changes in the 
Constitution,” he claimed.

BJP-RSS attempting to change Constitution, replace 
democracy with dictatorship, alleges Tejashwi Yadav

BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Congress Minority Depart-
ment President K Abdul 
Jabbar announced his res-
ignation from the post on 
Saturday, a day after a group 
of Muslim leaders accused 
members of their own party 
of “conspiring” to defeat the 
official candidate in Davana-
gere South.
Jabbar, an MLC, was an as-
pirant for the Congress ticket 
from the Davanagere South 
Assembly segment.
“It has been an honor for me 
to serve as Chairman of the 
KPCC Minority department 
and have worked to the best 
of my ability during assem-
bly elections 2023 and fol-
lowed by Parliament polls 
and many such occasions 
whenever the party needed 
the minority department and 
showed results. I have toured 
the entire state of Karnataka 
and worked to align the mi-

norities with Congress values 
and principles. Most of it is 
available in the public do-
main,” Jabbar has said in a 
letter to the party.
“Minority voters and minori-
ty office bearers are the back-
bone of our great Congress 
party and certainly deserve 
better,” he said.
Deputy Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar, who is also the 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee President, con-
firmed Jabbar’s resignation.
“I won’t speak about this 
now, I have got some reports. 
The Minority President has 
submitted his resignation. I 
will verify things, I will seek 
a report from local leaders 
after that I will speak,” he 
told reporters in response to 
a question on internal con-
spiracy.
A rift within the Karnataka 
Congress surfaced on Friday, 
a day after the bypolls to two 

Assembly constituencies in 
the state, as a group of Mus-
lim leaders alleged a “con-
spiracy” by some of their own 
senior party leaders to defeat 
the official candidate in Da-
vanagere South.
However, they asserted that 
despite efforts by some with-
in to project that Congress 
“betrayed” Muslims, the par-
ty candidate Samarth Mal-
likarjun will win in Davana-
gere South, the constituency 
where the community has a 
significant presence.
They said the party finally 
named Samarth Mallikarjun 
as the candidate after con-
sidering all factors and tak-
ing all Muslim leaders into 
confidence. Despite this, a 
massive campaign, including 
from some within the party, 
projected the Congress as 
having “betrayed” the mi-
norities by denying them 
tickets.

Chief Whip in the Legisla-
tive Council Saleem Ahmed, 
MLAs Rizwan Arshad, Yasir 
Ahmed Khan Pathan, MLC 
Bilkis Bano, and other Con-
gress leaders addressed a 
joint press conference on 
Friday, claiming an “internal 
conspiracy”.
According to party sources, 
these Muslim leaders have 
also complained to AICC and 
state party leadership, alleg-
ing “internal sabotage” in 
Davanagere South.
Though the leaders did not 
name anyone, several party 
sources said their attack was 
directed at State Housing 
Minister B Z Zameer Ahmed 
Khan and Jabbar among oth-
ers. Khan, who had openly 
demanded the Davanagere 
South ticket for a Muslim 
candidate, initially stayed 
away from campaigning in 
the constituency, citing his 
Kerala poll responsibilities.

Bypolls: K’taka Cong Minority chief Abdul Jabbar 
resigns amid allegations of ‘internal conspiracy’

AHMEDABAD: Candidates 
scrambled to file their papers 
on the last day of filing nom-
inations for the April 26 lo-
cal body elections in Gujarat 
where the contest is mainly 
expected between the BJP, 
Congress and the AAP.
As per the schedule announced 
by the State Election Commis-
sion, scrutiny of nominations 
will take place on April 13 and 
candidates can withdraw from 
the race till April 15.
Counting of votes is scheduled 
for April 28.
Several candidates who re-
ceived party mandates at the 
last moment hurried to sub-
mit their papers on Saturday, 
while some of those who were 
denied tickets expressed dis-
satisfaction.
Besides the BJP, Congress and 
AAP, the Nationalist Congress 
Party as well as the All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 

(AIMIM) too are in the fray, 
which would lead to multi-cor-
nered contests in several plac-
es.
Among notable candidates 
are former Gujarat-cadre IPS 
officer M L Ninama, former 
radio jockey Abha Desai and 
former AAP MLA Bhupendra 
Bhayani.
Ninama, who recently took 
voluntary retirement and 
joined the BJP, has been field-

ed from Odh seat in Shamlaji 
taluka for the Arvalli district 
panchayat elections.
Bhupendra Bhayani, who re-
signed as AAP MLA from Vis-
avadar in 2024 and joined the 
BJP, has been nominated by 
the ruling party from Bhesan 
seat of the Junagadh district 
panchayat.
Abha Desai, popularly known 
as ‘RJ Abha’, has been nomi-
nated by the Congress from 

ward number 10 of the Rajkot 
Municipal Corporation.
Elections will be held to 34 dis-
trict panchayats, 260 taluka 
panchayats, 84 municipalities 
and 15 municipal corporations 
including Ahmedabad, Surat, 
Vadodara, Rajkot, making it 
one of the largest electoral ex-
ercises in the state.
State Election Commissioner 
S Murali Krishna had said that 
there were over 4.18 crore eli-
gible voters across 9,992 seats.
The polls are being held un-
der revised norms for Other 
Backward Class (OBC) res-
ervations, which required 
extensive delimitation and 
restructuring of wards in sev-
eral districts. Voting will be 
conducted between 7 am and 
6 pm on April 26. If required, 
re-polling will be held on April 
27, and the entire election pro-
cess is expected to be complet-
ed by April 30, officials said.

Rush on final day of filing nominations 
papers for Gujarat local body elections

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A 
man who allegedly broke into 
a temple office and stole Rs 
8,500 cash, somehow slept 
there in tierd, leading to his 
arrest on Saturday, police said.
The incident happened in the 
Kuzhuvalvattam Sree Bhag-
athy temple in Kudappana-
moodu in Amboori.
When temple committee mem-
bers arrived at the office at 
around 5.30 am, as usual, they 
were shocked to see the doors 
broken. They were also taken 
by surprise to see a man sleep-
ing inside, police added.

He was found to have stolen Rs 
8,500 from the office.
The temple staff immediately 
alerted the police, who reached 
the spot and took him into cus-
tody. Vellarada police regis-
tered a case and recorded his 
arrest.
The accused was identified as 
Senthil (40), from Tamil Nadu.
He allegedly broke open the 
doors and entered the temple 
office on Friday night. After 
stealing money, he felt tired 
and slept there, police said, 
adding that he was allegedly 
involved in multiple theft cas-

es.
He was later produced before a 

court and remanded to judicial 
custody.

Man found sleeping in temple office 
after stealing Rupees 8,500, arrested

NEW DELHI: The Cyber Police 
of Shahdara district has busted 
a high-return investment fraud 
racket and arrested three accused 
for allegedly cheating a Delhi res-
ident of Rs 10 lakh through a fake 
stock market scheme.
According to police, the victim 
was lured in December 2025 via 
a WhatsApp group where fraud-
sters promised guaranteed and 
high returns on stock market in-
vestments. Trusting the claims, 
the complainant transferred Rs 10 
lakh, but received neither returns 
nor a refund. The accused later cut 
off all communication, confirming 
the fraud.

During the investigation, the cy-
ber team used technical surveil-
lance and digital analysis to trace 
the money trail, which led them 
to Rohini. Acting on inputs, police 
conducted a raid in Vijay Vihar 
Phase-2 area and apprehended 
three accused identified as Sum-
it (26), Sandeep (42), and Kamal 
Kumar (41).
Police revealed that the accused 
were operating mule bank ac-
counts to receive and transfer the 
cheated money, helping the main 
fraudsters conceal their identities.
During the operation, officials re-
covered five mobile phones, six 
debit cards, and crucial digital ev-

idence including WhatsApp chats, 
bank credentials, and account de-
tails linked to the fraud.
Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Shahdara, Rajendra Prasad Mee-
na (IPS) said, “Our cyber team 
used advanced technical analy-
sis to track the financial trail and 
identify the accused. This action is 
part of our ongoing efforts to curb 
organized cyber fraud. Further 
investigation is underway to trace 
the larger network and recover the 
cheated amount.”
Police said efforts are continuing 
to identify other members of the 
syndicate and uncover the full ex-
tent of the fraud network. 

Shahdara Cyber Police nab 3 
in Rs 10L investment fraud

MUMBAI: The Indian In-
stitute of Management 
Mumbai will roll out its 
first 4-year bachelor’s de-
gree programme in Digital 
Science and Business Man-
agement this year in collab-
oration with the IIT Bombay 
and industry partners.
The announcement was 
made by IIM Mumbai Di-
rector Prof Manoj Tiwari on 
Saturday.
“This programme brings 
together the most transfor-
mative technologies of re-
cent times - Artificial Intel-
ligence, Machine Learning, 
Data Science, the Internet of 
Things, and Robotics, seam-
lessly integrated with the 
core pillars of management: 

operations, marketing, fi-
nance, and manufacturing,” 
he said at the institute’s 
convocation ceremony for 
its first MBA batch. The 
programme, which has 70 
seats, is designed to meet the 
evolving needs of digitally 
driven industries by creating 

future-ready professionals 
who can operate at the in-
tersection of technology and 
business leadership, he said.
Tiwari said that the degree 
programme, which will cost 
Rs 6-7 lakh per year, will be 
in collaboration with the In-
dian Institute of Technology 

Bombay (IIT Bombay) and 
several industry partners 
who will teach the students 
the technology aspect. “IIM 
Mumbai will teach the busi-
ness management aspect 
with a guarantee of 100 per 
cent placement,” he said. 
The selections are being 
done through the Joint En-
trance Examinations - Main 
(JEE-Main), followed by an 
interview, said Tiwari.
“We will also give third-year 
students in the third year 
of the course the option to 
pursue a Master’s in Busi-
ness Administration (MBA), 
which they can complete in 
one year immediately after 
the four-year bachelor’s pro-
gramme,” he added.

IIM Mumbai to roll out degree programme in 
Digital Science, Business Management this year

CHANDIGARH:  The Punjab BJP has 
assigned senior leaders to visit 
villages affected by rain and hail-
storms to gather feedback from 
farmers regarding crop damage.
Estimated crop damage has impact-
ed over 1.25 lakh acres due to recent 
weather conditions in various parts 
of the state.
“To assess the damage and gather 
first-hand feedback from farmers 
in rain-affected areas of Punjab, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
Punjab has deputed its senior lead-
ers to visit the affected regions and 
take stock of the situation,” said a 
statement.

According to a list released by state 
general secretary Anil Sarin, the 
party has constituted five teams to 
cover ten affected districts across 
the state.
The team assigned for Fazilka 
and Sri Muktsar Sahib compris-
es Manpreet Singh Badal, Dyal 
Singh Sodhi, Sujeet Jyani, Ashwani 
Sekhri, Vandana Sangwan, and 
Lakhbir Singh.
For Ferozepur and Bathinda, the 
team includes Rana Gurmeet Singh 
Sodhi, Jagmeet Singh Brar, Sushil 
Rinku, Harminder Jassi, Jagdeep 
Singh Nakai, Sarabhjit Singh Mak-
kar, and Darshan Singh Nenewal.

The team for Barnala and Sangrur 
consists of Som Parkash, Kewal 
Singh Dhillon, Maharani Parneet 
Kaur, Harbans Lal, Mangat Rai 
Bansal, Ranjit Singh Gill, and Jag-
deep Singh Cheema.
Meanwhile, the team for Amritsar 
and Pathankot includes Vijay Sam-
pla, Shwet Malik, Tikshan Sood, 
Dinesh Singh Babbu, Fateh Jang 
Singh Bajwa, Manjit Singh Manna, 
and Balwinder Singh Laddi.
For Hoshiarpur and Kapurthala, 
the team comprises Manoranjan 
Kalia, Avinash Khanna, Jangi Lal 
Mahajan, Sheetal Angural, K D 
Bhandari, and Jagbir Singh Brar.

Punjab BJP forms teams to assess crop loss

MEDININAGAR: Two persons were 
arrested after poppy husk worth 
Rs 1.25 crore was seized from 
their possession in Jharkhand’s 
Palamu district, officials said on 
Saturday. The consignment was 
intercepted following a tip-off in 
the forest area near the Jawar vil-
lage under Naudiha police station 
on Friday, they said.
“We have recovered 815 kg of pop-
py husk packed in 60 plastic sacks 
from a pickup van. The vehicle 
was being escorted by two persons 

riding on a motorcycle. The driver 
of the van somehow fled the scene, 
and raids are being conducted to 
nab him,” said Chattarpur SDPO 
Awadh Kumar Yadav.
The market value of the seized 
contraband is estimated at ap-
proximately Rs 1.25 crore, he add-
ed. The police also seized the mo-
torcycle and two mobile phones 
from the arrested persons, and an 
FIR has been lodged against them 
under the NDPS Act at Naudiha 
police station.

Poppy husk worth Rs 1.25 cr 
seized in Palamu, 2 arrested

NEW DELHI: The National 
Capital continued to see a 
rise in the temperature on 
Saturday, with forecasts 
by the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) 
suggesting a further rise 
in the coming days.
Safdarjung, representa-
tive of the city’s weath-
er, recorded a maximum 
temperature of 34.7 de-
grees Celsius, 1.4 degrees 
below the normal and 1.9 
degrees more than a day 
before.
The minimum tempera-
ture was logged at 18.6 
degrees Celsius, 2.4 de-
grees below normal, but 
a 2.3 degree rise from the 
day before.
Other weather stations 
also logged a significant 
rise in both maximum 
and minimum tempera-
tures.
Palam recorded a max-

imum of 34.4 degrees 
Celsius, a 2.6 degree rise 
from Friday and a min-
imum of 19.5 degrees 
Celsius, 3.9 degrees more 
than the day before. 
Lodhi Road recorded a 
minimum of 17.8 degrees 
Celsius, 2.6 degrees rise 
from the day before.
Meanwhile, THE IMD 
has forecast the min-
imum temperature to 
be around 18-2 degrees 
Celsius by Sunday and 
20-22 degrees Celsius by 
Tuesday. The maximum 
temperature is likely to 
be around 35-37 degrees 
by Sunday and 38-40 
degrees Celsius by next 
Wednesday.
The MeT department has 
also forecast gusty winds 
of speed 15-25 kmph, 
even reaching 35 kmph, 
to continue through the 
daytime hours of Sunday.

Meanwhile, the city’s air 
quality index (AQI) saw 
further improvement on 
Saturday morning. The 
24-hour average AQI was 
recorded at 123 (moder-
ate) at 4 pm, compared 
to an AQI of 151 (moder-
ate) recorded at the same 
time on Friday.
According to CPCB stan-
dards, an AQI of 0-50 is 
considered ‘good’, 51-
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101-
200 ‘moderate’, 201-300 
‘poor’, 301-400 ‘very 
poor’, and 401-500 ‘se-
vere’.
The Air Quality Ear-
ly Warning System 
(AQEWS) for Delhi has 
forecast the AQI to re-
main in the moderate 
category for the next few 
days and then see a dete-
rioration to the poor cat-
egory in the subsequent 
days.

Mercury continues to rise in Delhi; temp 
likely to hit 40 deg Celsius by next week

Boy killed in 
leopard attack 

in Gondia
GONDIA: A 7-year-old boy was 
killed in a leopard attack in Ar-
juni Morgaon tehsil of Gondia 
district, a forest department 
official said on Saturday.
The incident took place around 
8pm on Friday when Prajw-
al Govardhan Meshram was 
playing in front of his house in 
Dhabetekdi village, Range For-
est Officer Rajendra Bahure 
said.
“The leopard pounced on the 
boy and dragged him into the 
thicket. Onlookers managed 
to free him from the clutch-
es of the leopard but he had 
sustained severe injuries. He 
died some time later. An initial 
compensation amount of Rs 1 
lakh has been given to his kin,” 
the official said. On Saturday, 
three cages were installed in 
the area along with six camera 
traps and a drone camera to 
monitor the movement of the 
leopard to capture it.

Man trapped under 
uprooted tree in 

Uttam Nagar rescued
NEW DELHI:  A 26-year-old man, 
trapped under an uprooted tree in 
West Delhi’s Uttam Nagar area, was 
rescued on Friday afternoon, officials 
from the Delhi Fire Services (DFS) 
said.
“A call was received at 4.36 pm regard-
ing the incident at A-Block cremation 
ground near a gurudwara in the area,” 
a DFS official said, adding that two fire 
tenders were rushed to the spot.
A tree got uprooted, possibly due to 
strong winds and a man, identified as 
Kallu, got trapped under it. 
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The year is 1971, Helen is dancing in a blingy red dress, with a faux Big Ben in the
background, in Caravan, a thriller directed by Nasir Hussain. It's described as the
last word in cabaret by several writers. But for Asha Bhosle fans, it was the first
glimpse of modernity, with the chorus "Monica My Darling" continuing to be echoed
in popular culture, most recently in last year's Dhurandhar in the Reble rap song,
'Run Down the City', set in a Karachi night club. The singer of the original song,
Asha Bhosle, is no more, but her "bad girl" voice will live forever. Before the rise of
the modernists in Hindi film industry music, composers like OP Nayyar and RD
Burman, both of whom had long partnerships with Bhosle, the good girl voice was
epitomised by Lata Mangeshkar, Bhosle's elder sister, with voices like that of Geeta
Dutt being used for drink-sodden, late night songs. But Bhosle was the first to bring
a rare sensuousness into modern Hindi music, represented in yet another block-
buster from 1971, 'Dum Maaro Dum', in the film Hare Rama Hare Krishna. The song
was originally to be sung by Usha Uthup, whom the director Dev Anand and music
composer RD Burman first heard at The Oberoi in New Delhi. The song soon became
the anthem of rebellious youth, with its incendiary lyrics written by Anand Bakshi:
"Duniya ne humko diya kya/Duniya se humne liya kya (What has the world ever
given us/What have we ever taken from the world)." It was picturised on Zeenat
Aman as Jasbir/Janice in Kathmandu, wearing a marigold necklace, dark glasses on
her hair, and resting her head on Gautam Sarin's broad shoulders, supposedly lost
in a drug haze. For those who grew up in the 1970s, Asha Bhosle was the voice of cos-
mopolitanism, which was showcased later in her global collaborations, from singing
flirtatiously with Brett Lee ('You're the One for Me', 2007) to Boy George ('Bow Down
Mister', with Bhosle chanting a 'Hare Krishna' mantra, 1991) to the British band
Gorillaz on The Shadowy Light (along with Ajay Prasanna and Aman and Ayaan Ali
Bangash) as late as early this year.  She was the voice of Zeenat Aman shimmying in
'Chura Liye Hai Tumne' in Hindi cinema's first modern multistarrer Yaadon ki
Baarat, directed by Nazir Hussain; as much as she was the voice of Parveen Babi in
the self-designed body hugging silver gown in Shaan (1980), singing 'Pyaar karne
wale'. It wasn't a coincidence that both Aman and Babi were unique in breaking the
good girl/bad girl binary that was the fate of women in Hindi cinema till then.
But Bhosle had range as well, as she displayed to the surprise of many in Umrao
Jaan (1981), where she sang Rekha's lovelorn ghazals penned by Shahryar and set to
music by Khayyam. Anyone who can listen to 'Dil cheez kya hai/Aap meri jaan
lijiye' (What is my heart/You can take my life as well) without a lump in her throat
can only have a heart of stone. The iconic song contains multitudes - not merely
Umrao Jaan's tragic life, but also the heartbreaks of Rekha and Bhosle.
Despite her upbeat attitude to life, Bhosle's life was strewn with loss and longing,
whether it was her abusive first husband Ganpatrao Bhosle, her long struggle to
establish herself in an industry where her sister was already the reigning queen of
music, her enduring love affair with RD Burman cut short by his untimely death at
54, the suicide of her daughter Varsha and the death by cancer of her eldest child
Hemant. But whether it was in concerts or in rehearsals, rarely did she display her
wounds. Bhosle's voice created stars. Remember Tanha tanha, composed by AR
Rahman, and shot on Urmila Matondkar in a variety of flowing minidresses by the
beach in Ram Gopal Varma's Rangeela (1995)? Or Gracy Singh in Lagaan (2001)
singing the feisty 'Radha kaise na jale' in a duet with Udit Narayan? And it solidified
stars such as Madhubala, oozing mischief and playfulness with songs such as 'Haal
kaisa hai janaab ka' from Chalti ki Naam Gaadi (1958) and 'Aaiye Meherban' from
Howrah Bridge (1958). 

It was August 21, 2021. The world
was still recovering from the Covid
pandemic and restaurants had
barely started doing regular busi-
ness. So, you can imagine how sur-
prised the staff of Asha's, a
Michelin-starred restaurant in
Birmingham (one of six owned by
Asha Bhosle, the singing legend
and passionate cook), must have
been when Tom Cruise, dressed in
a Henley-style round-necked, full-
sleeved tee, jeans and bombardier
jacket, casually walked in with his
entourage, bodyguards and all,
which included Mission:
Impossible writer and director,
Christopher McQuarrie.
Cruise was in Birmingham shoot-
ing for Dead Reckoning: Part One,
the seventh installment of the
multi-billion-dollar Mission:
Impossible franchise, and he left
the Asha's staff gobsmacked when
he asked for a second Chicken
Tikka Masala (CTM) after finishing
the first – and he wanted the spice
quotient to be amped up for this
one. “The greatest compliment,”
said the chuffed restaurant in an
Instagram post. The CTM was not
all that Cruise loved at Asha's. He
also had – and relished – the Palak
Paneer, but at the Birmingham
restaurant he will always be
remembered as “two tikka Tom”.
No one was happier at the super-
star's surprise appearance than the
restaurant's owner, the singer with
the jaunty voice that still gets the
nation grooving and the equally
accomplished cook. She took to
Instagram at once and said: “I was
very happy to hear that Mr Tom
Cruise enjoyed his fine dining expe-
rience at Asha's (Birmingham) and
I look forward to him visiting us
again soon!” Cruise, meanwhile,
got himself photographed outside
the restaurant, its senior staff at a
distance behind him out of respect
for Covid social distancing norms.
And that picture went viral. 

A Childhood Relish
It also reminded the world about
Asha Bhosle's love for cooking and
eating good food, a talent she devel-
oped during her childhood spent
travelling with her father Dinanath
Mangeshkar's peripatetic theatre
company. Her constant craving to
know more about the food she ate at
different places stayed with her
throughout her life, getting a boost
when she had to plan the meals of
her son Anand, who went on to
launch Asha's. It may be the reason
why Asha's menu has such a pan-
Indian footprint.
The restaurant, though, may not
have happened, according to
Farzana Contractor, founder and
editor of Upper Crust, had the
Emirati entrepreneur and royal,
Sheikh Manna-bin-Halifa al
Makhtoum, not read a Gulf News
interview in which the singer
who'll forever be remembered for
‘Dum Maro Dum' and ‘Mehbooba
Oh Mehbooba' talked about her love

for food and her dream of opening
an Indian eatery. That was in 1998-
99 when Asha Bhosle was visiting
Dubai for concerts.
Sheikh Manna-bin-Halifa's manage-
ment team contacted the singer and
they got talking about the prospect
of opening restaurant after her
name in Dubai. Asha Bhosle could
have just lent her name and go on to
count her share of the earnings,
but, as Contractor points out, she
insisted on personally training the
restaurant's opening chefs, Sachin
Tilak and Salim Qureshi.

Momos, Biryani, 
And Everything Else
The durability of the Dubai restau-
rant, which opened in 2002 with
Anand helming it, and the fact that
it has spread its wings to other loca-
tions internationally, only goes to
show the drawing power of Asha
Bhosle's eclectic table, where you
could have been served everything
– from momos, which Mala Sinha

(whose family had Nepali origins)
taught the singer to make, to Raj
Kapoor's favourite Peshawari
biryani, to a delicious boneless
chicken cooked with ginger, garlic
and almonds in a coconut gravy,
which she picked up from the lyri-
cist Majrooh Sultanpuri's wife
(who, incidentally, had a formida-
ble repertoire of Awadhi delica-
cies). People talk about Asha Bhosle
and RD Burman's partnership
being one of the most enduring in
Hindi cinema – and Burman, being
an epicure whose favourite was the
Goan prawn curry, made demands
not only on his wife's exceptional
singing talent, but also on her cook-
ing skills.
Looking back at her days with
him in her conversation with
Contractor, Bhosle recalled how
Burman, popularly known as
Pancham Da, loved to entertain.
“Burman saab would call and say
he is bringing some people over
for dinner. 

(The Supreme Court of India's
strong remarks have sparked a
debate—is the pension received by
former MPs in accordance with the
principle of equality or is it an
example of privilege?)

India is a democratic country,
where the people are considered
supreme and public representa-
tives act as public servants.
However, from time to time, issues
arise that question this fundamen-
tal principle. The recent debate
over the pensions and benefits of
former MPs falls into this catego-
ry. When the Supreme Court of
India questioned the Central
Government about the justifica-
tion for the pensions and benefits
provided to former MPs, it sparked
a new debate across the country.
This question is not merely an
administrative or legal issue, but
one that concerns social justice,
equality, and democratic values.
Why should one class enjoy privi-
leges while others are bound by
strict rules and limitations? This
question naturally arises in the
minds of ordinary citizens.
In a democracy, public representa-
tives are elected by the people to
protect their interests and work
for the development of society.
This is a responsibility, not a
means to obtain permanent bene-
fits. However, when public repre-
sentatives are granted lifelong pen-
sions, various privileges, and spe-
cial rights, the question arises
whether this system fosters a sense
of service or turns it into a privi-
lege. A typical government employ-
ee must serve for years to receive a
pension, often only after 20 to 30
years of service. In contrast, a sin-

gle term—of five years—is suffi-
cient to become a Member of
Parliament. This inequality is wor-
rying not only from an economic
perspective but also from a moral
perspective.
The Indian Constitution is based
on the principle of equality. Every
citizen should have equal opportu-
nities and equal rights. However,
when special privileges are grant-
ed to a particular class, this princi-
ple appears to be weakened. The
issue of pensions for former MPs
has become a symbol of this
inequality. When a large section of
the country is struggling economi-
cally, troubled by problems like
unemployment and inflation, such
privileges create public discontent.
This discontent is not only eco-
nomic, but also psychological and
social. It's also important to note
that the cost of these pensions and
benefits is ultimately met by pub-
lic taxes. This raises the question:
is this a wise use of resources?
Shouldn't this money be invested
in education, health, employment,
and infrastructure? While it could
be argued that this expenditure is
not significant in the overall budg-
et, the issue is not just about the
amount, but about the principle. If
a system promotes inequality, it
cannot be justified simply because
its economic impact is limited.
One perspective on this issue is
that public representatives should
receive certain benefits after their
term. They argue that becoming an
MP requires a person to distance
themselves from their profession,
business, or job. Consequently,
they lack a stable source of income
after their term ends.
Furthermore, it is argued that if
public representatives are not pro-
vided with financial security, they
will be unable to make independ-
ent and impartial decisions. They
may become more vulnerable to
external influences, which could
impact the quality of democracy.
These arguments seem reasonable,
but the question is whether the
current system is balanced, or
whether this benefit has gone
beyond "necessity" and become a
"privilege."
An important aspect of this entire
issue is how transparent the

process for determining these ben-
efits is. Is public opinion consid-
ered in these decisions? Is the
advice of experts and economic
analysts given importance? It is
often observed that decisions relat-
ed to the benefits of public repre-
sentatives are made by them. This
situation gives rise to conflicts of
interest. Therefore, it becomes nec-
essary to increase the role of inde-
pendent and impartial institutions
on these issues.
If we look at other democratic
countries, they too provide certain
benefits to public representatives,
but in most places, these are sub-
ject to strict rules and conditions.
Many countries have established
minimum service periods, age lim-
its, and other criteria. Such a sys-
tem could be implemented in India,
maintaining balance and strength-
ening the principle of equality.
Measures such as determining pen-
sions based on service period, pro-
viding them for a limited period, or
balancing them with other govern-
ment pension systems could be
effective in this direction.
Public awareness and participation
are crucial in any democracy.
Positive change is possible only if
citizens remain vigilant and raise
their voices on these issues. Today,
discussions on this topic have
increased through social media and
other platforms, which is a positive
sign. This demonstrates that people
no longer want to be mere specta-
tors, but rather active participants.
Ultimately, this debate over the
pensions and benefits of former
MPs is not merely a matter of poli-
cy, but rather one that touches the
very heart of democracy. It forces
us to consider whether we are truly
adhering to the principles of equal-
ity and justice. The government
and policymakers must take this
issue seriously and develop a sys-
tem that is not only rational but
also just. Public representatives
should be respected and protected,
but this system must be designed to
ensure that it does not become a
privilege. A strong democracy is
one where public trust is para-
mount, and to maintain this trust,
transparency, equality, and
accountability must be given top
priority in policies.

WHEN TOM CRUISE
SHOWED UP AT 'ASHA'S'

QUESTION ON PENSION OF
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES

(When the doctor broke his
silence, the dark side of the
system came to the fore)

Therecent story of a young
doctor has shocked society.
The courage with which she
spoke on camera about her
reasons for leaving her job
raises serious questions
about not just a personal
decision but the entire
healthcare system. She said
she was pressured to admit
as many patients as possi-
ble—whether their condi-
tion was critical or not.
Furthermore, patients were
often kept in the ICU for
longer than necessary to
increase hospital bills. This
is more alarming than it
sounds. Because healthcare
is no ordinary service; it is a
sensitive field based on
trust, responsibility, and
ethics. When profiteering
and unethical practices take
root in this field, it directly
impacts human life. The
state of healthcare in India is
already beset by many chal-
lenges—overcrowding in
government hospitals, a lack
of resources, and expensive
treatment in private hospi-
tals. Consequently, ordinary
citizens often turn to private
hospitals, hoping for better
and faster treatment.
However, if they face unnec-
essary hospitalizations,
unnecessary tests, and
inflated bills, this not only
creates a financial burden
but also a psychological
drain. The most important
question in this entire mat-
ter is: Is medicine no longer
a service, but a "business"?
Are doctors also being sub-
jected to pressures that dis-

tance them from the true
spirit of their profession? It's
important to understand
that not every doctor or
every hospital engages in
such activities. Even today,
thousands of doctors in the
country treat patients with
complete honesty and dedi-
cation despite limited
resources. However, the cor-
rupt policies and greed of
some institutions tarnish
the image of the entire pro-
fession. This step taken by a
doctor—quitting his job—is
not easy, especially when
medical education costs
lakhs of rupees and there is
pressure to maintain a sta-
ble career. Standing up for
one's ethics is a courageous
decision. It also shows us
that many people working
within the system are
uncomfortable with this sit-
uation, but not everyone is
able to speak out openly.
This problem isn't limited to
hospital management, but
rather, it's become part of a
broader system. A complex
relationship has developed
between insurance compa-
nies, the pharmaceutical
industry, and private hospi-
tals, in which the patient is
sometimes reduced to a
mere "case" or "client." The
purpose of treatment shifts
from improving health to

maximizing revenue.
Keeping patients unneces-
sarily in the ICU is not only
financial exploitation but
also a serious moral offense.
In a sensitive setting like the
ICU, patients and their fami-
lies are already under psy-
chological pressure. Taking
advantage of this situation to
inflate the bill is considered
a betrayal. Additionally,
unnecessary testing and
treatment are a major prob-
lem. Patients are often sub-
jected to tests that are not
immediately necessary. This
directly impacts their pock-
ets, leaving many families in
debt. Another dangerous
aspect of this situation is
that it erodes society's trust
in doctors. When people
begin to believe that doctors
are more concerned with
their bills than with their
treatment, it poses a serious
threat to the entire health-
care system. The relation-
ship between doctor and
patient is based on trust, and
when this trust is broken, it
is not easy to rebuild it. So
what is the solution then?
First, it is crucial to increase
transparency in the health
sector. Hospitals should
clearly disclose their fees,
treatment procedures, and
admission standards.
Patients and their families

have the right to know what
treatment they are receiving
and why. Second, the role of
regulatory bodies must be
strengthened. The govern-
ment and relevant health
authorities must ensure that
ethical standards are fol-
lowed in hospitals. Strict
action should be taken
against irregularities to pre-
vent recurrence. Third, doc-
tors must also have a safe
and independent work envi-
ronment. If they face unethi-
cal pressure from manage-
ment, they must have a
robust mechanism to com-
plain and seek justice.
Whistleblower protections
can also be an important
step in this direction.
Fourth, patients and society
need to be more aware. We
should be aware of our
rights and ask questions
when necessary. Seeking a
second opinion during treat-
ment can also be a good
option. Additionally, med-
ical education should place
greater emphasis on ethics.
The process of becoming a
doctor should not be limited
to technical knowledge, but
should also include a deep
understanding of human
values ??and responsibility.
Finally, it's important to
understand that healthcare
isn't a typical industry.

TREATMENT OR BUSINESS? THE
TRUTH BEHIND THE WHITE COAT

editorial
Asha Bhosle Is Gone, But Her
'Bad Girl' Anthems Live On

 DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH

 DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH
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Karnataka

Gadag: Former Chief 
Minister and MP Basavaraj 
Bommai said that girls possess 
greater talent and integrity, and 
when given opportunities, they 
can grow and make meaningful 
contributions to society.

He was speaking at 
Adavisomapura village in 
Gadag district, where he felici-
tated Manjula Hanumanthappa 
Hulakannavar, a second-year 
PUC student of Sri M.B. Patil 
Independent Pre-University 
College, Kalakeri, for securing 
first rank in Mundargi taluk 
and third rank in Gadag dis-
trict. Bommai remarked that 
while the Rajyotsava Award is 
considered one of the highest 
honors in the state, the recogni-
tion given to Manjula was even 
more special. Many women in 
the country have similar untold 
stories and said that if previous 
generations of women had been 
given opportunities, society 
would have progressed further.

 Referring to the ideals of 
Basavanna, the former CM 
stressed the importance of 
social equality without gender 
discrimination and praised 
Akka Mahadevi as one of the 
greatest Vachana composers 
whose works continue to 
inspire.Emotional Tribute to 
Mother

Bommai turned emotional 

while recalling his mother, stat-
ing that a mother is greater 
than both father and men in 
general, as the bond begins even 
before birth. He said mothers 
nurture knowledge and values 
from the womb. Reflecting on 
his own mother, who excelled in 
mathematics and English but 
had to discontinue education 
after seventh standard, he said 
she later supported many chil-
dren in pursuing education and 
held deep respect for teachers.

Need to Encourage Talent
Highlighting changing times, 

Bommai said girls today are 
receiving more opportunities. 
Manjula’s achievement—scor-
ing 95% in SSLC and topping 
her taluk in PUC despite chal-
lenges after marriage—was 
commendable. She must pursue 
competitive exams like KAS 
and assured that his trust would 
bear her educational expenses.

Bommai recalled launching 
scholarships for farmers’ chil-
dren during his tenure as 
Chief Minister, benefiting 
nearly 11 lakh students. There 
is intent to revive the scheme 
if given another opportunity. 
Such achievements inspire 
other girls and shared that his 
own daughter secured second 
rank in architecture at a 
London university, bringing 
him equal pride.

Opportunities for Talent 
Empower Women to 

Contribute to Society: 
Basavaraj Bommai

Bengaluru: On the occasion of the 
birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, the Karnataka Media 
Academy, in collaboration with Dr. 
Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City 
University, organized a seminar on 
the topic “Is today’s media sensitive 
to the concept of social justice?”

The seminar was held at the 
New Academic Block Seminar hall 
in the Central College campus. It 
was inaugurated by Prof. 
Purushottama Bilimale, Chairman 
of the Kannada Development 
Authority.He stated that the 
Constitution of India, drafted 
under the leadership of Ambedkar, 
serves as a guiding light for the 
concept of social justice. He 
expressed concern that discrimi-
nation based on caste, religion, 
gender, and language, along with 
the practice of untouchability and 
atrocities against minorities, con-
tinue to remain serious issues in 
the country.He also highlighted 

that India has 19,658 languages, 
and many smaller languages—
symbols of people's cultural iden-
tity—are being neglected and sup-
pressed due to the dominance of 
major languages.He observed that 
the attacks on regional language 
newspapers that began during 
British rule continue even today, 

and emphasized that the media 
must boldly uphold democratic 
values.Delivering the keynote 
address, senior journalist and 
thinker Kotiganahalli Ramaiah 
urged the younger generation to 
implement the ideals laid down by 
Ambedkar in order to build an 
enlightened India.

Seminar on Social Justice and Media Sensitivity

Hubballi, Apr 12: With the 
Karnataka Eco-Tourism 
Development Board (KEDB) 
portal — aranyavihaara.kar-
nataka.gov.in suspending trek-
king slot bookings indefinitely 
due to the ongoing fire season, 
forest authorities are strug-
gling to contain a surge in 
unauthorised trekking across 
sensitive forest zones in 
Karnataka.Despite the restric-
tions, hundreds of adventure 
seekers continue to trespass 
into forest areas, openly flout-
ing rules and posing a growing 
threat to fragile ecosystems.
While KEDB has officially 
identified 38 trekking routes in 
the state, regular trekkers and 
organisers claim there are 
over 175 trekking spots in and 
around forest regions, many of 
them unmanned and poorly 
regulated.

Recently, 10 youths from 
Dharwad district entered 
restricted forest areas in 
Khanapur to reach Vajrapoha 
waterfalls. Videos circulating 
on social media show them 
ignoring forest department 
warning boards. In one clip, a 
youth is heard claiming links 
to an elected representative, 
implying that action against 
them would not be possible. 
Based on the footage, forest 
officials detained all 10 
youths. However, they were 

later released on station bail 
after being issued warnings, 
as the offence is non-cognisa-
ble and carries a maximum 
penalty of a Rs 500 fine or up 
to six months’ imprisonment.

“We wanted to teach them 
a strict lesson as they had 
knowingly violated the rules. 
But most of the time, we are 
helpless as the law is weak,” a 
senior forest department offi-
cer in Belagavi said.

The videos also show the 
youths swimming in deep 
waters at the waterfall, with 
some allegedly consuming 
alcohol and smoking. 
Officials warned that this is a 
particularly dangerous peri-
od, as dry leaves cover the 
forest floor and even a small 
spark could trigger large-
scale fires in sensitive ele-
phant corridors.

“This is not the first such 
incident in the Khanapur for-
ests. Every year, four to five 
cases of trespassing are 
reported in the area. One 
major issue is the lack of for-
est watchers or guards,” the 
officer added, noting that the 
Khanapur–Chorla Ghat 
stretch has several minor 
waterfalls that frequently 
attract unauthorised visitors. 
Similar violations are being 
reported in Kodagu, 
Chikkamagaluru, Uttara 

Kannada, Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi districts, where 
individuals increasingly 
enter forest areas to create 
social media content or “dis-
cover hidden gems”.

Experts caution that such 
irresponsible behaviour not 
only endangers trekkers but 
also threatens forest biodi-
versity. The recent case of 
Kerala IT professional G S 
Sharanya going missing in 
Kodagu forests — later res-
cued after straying from a 
permitted trek to 
Tadiandamol — has further 
raised concerns over unregu-
lated trekking groups.

Following these incidents, 
Forest Minister Eshwar 
Khandre has directed offi-
cials to formulate a standard 
operating procedure, develop 
a tracking app for trekkers, 
and introduce group insur-
ance. However, experts 
remain doubtful whether 
these measures will effective-
ly prevent future violations.

Bengaluru-based trekker 
Rakhi Gowda said authori-
ties cannot fully prevent such 
trespassing. “The forest and 
tourism departments lack the 
manpower to monitor all 
areas. Instead, regulated 
access with local guides 
should be allowed. This can 
also generate employment for 
villagers,” he said, adding 
that entry fees could be used 
to improve facilities.
Environment activist Girish 
D V from Chikkamagaluru 
criticised the state’s 
approach, stating that trek-
king is being permitted with-
out scientific assessment of 
carrying capacity. He also 
alleged that unauthorised 
trekking camps continue to 
operate unchecked, question-
ing what action is being taken 
against them.

Karnataka forests hit by illegal trekking 
surge amid fire season clampdown and 

weak enforcement Kolkata, April 12 : Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose's 
great-grandson Chandra 
Kumar Bose on Sunday 
joined the Trinamool 
Congress after completely 
disassociating himself 
from the BJP.

Bose was officially 
inducted into the party at 
Trinamool Bhavan in the 
presence of state minister 
Bratya Basu and party MP 
Kirti Azad, who handed 
him the Trinamool flag.

Earlier, after being 
called for the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
hearing, Chandra Bose 
became disillusioned with 
the BJP, wondering why 
there was any doubt about 

his citizenship, even after 
being the great-grandson of 
a freedom fighter like 
Netaji. Ahead of the 
Assembly polls, Chandra 
Bose has officially joined 
the Trinamool. "A few 
years ago, I made a historic 
mistake by joining the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. I 
have corrected that mis-
take today," he said at the 
press conference.

In 2016, Chandra Bose 
had joined the BJP in the 
presence of then party 
President Amit Shah 
during a rally in Howrah. 
However, he distanced 
himself from the party 
after the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls."When (Prime 

Minister) Narendra 
Modi first came to power 
in the country in 2014, I 
liked him very much. He 
took the country forward 
on the path of progress. 
Then, in 2016, when I 
joined the party, I gradu-
ally saw that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
does not respect the con-
stitution of the country. 
Moreover, they have no 
similarity with the cul-
ture of Bengal. The poli-
tics that is going on 
across the country now, 
the politics of commu-
nalism, the politics of 
division, is disastrous," 
he said at the press con-
ference.

Netaji's great-grandson Chandra Kumar Bose j
oins Trinamool Congress

SMART QUICK CELEBRATES GRAND SUCCESS ANNIVERSARY; HONOURS 
ARTISTS ON DR. RAJKUMAR’S REMEMBRANCE DAY

Bengaluru: On the occa-
sion of the remembrance day 
of Padma Bhushan Dr. 
Rajkumar, a grand event was 
organized at Babu Jagjivan 
Ram Auditorium, 
Sumanahalli, to honour art-
ists and celebrate the grand 
success anniversary of 
Smart Quick Company. The 
organization has emerged as 
a beacon of hope for rural 
youth, providing employ-
ment opportunities and 
empowerment.

The event was inaugurat-
ed in the divine presence of 
Sri Sri Sri Nanjavadhuta 
Mahaswamiji, along with 
Smart Quick Managing 
Director Deepu Gowda, Bigg 
Boss fame Ashwini Gowda, 
and film personalities Dingri 
Nagaraj, Mysore Ramanand, 
and Shankar Bhat.

As part of the celebra-
tions, 12 employees were 
awarded cars and 7 employ-
ees were presented with 
bikes in recognition of their 

contribution to the compa-
ny’s success.Addressing the 
gathering, Sri Nanjavadhuta 
Mahaswamiji praised 
Managing Director Deepu 
Gowda for his dedication 
and hard work in building 
Smart Quick into a success-
ful enterprise. He highlight-
ed that the company is play-
ing a significant role in pro-
viding employment to youth 
from rural areas, which is a 
commendable achievement.

Smart Quick has earned 
trust by ensuring employee 
safety and delivering fair ser-

vice to its customers. 
Currently, the company oper-
ates five supermarkets in 
Bengaluru and two in 
Rajasthan, serving the public 
efficiently.The Swamiji also 
appreciated the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of a Kannadiga 
expanding the business across 
various states and called it a 
matter of pride.Speaking on 
the occasion, Managing 
Director Deepu Gowda said 
that Smart Quick is a proud 
Kannada enterprise commit-
ted to creating job opportuni-
ties for rural youth. 

Bengaluru : Students 
from PhysicsWallah (PW) 
have delivered strong per-
formances in the Karnataka 
2nd PUC Examination 2026, 
with multiple learners 
securing top scores across 
the state. Among the top 
performers, Dhruvi Ishani 
S and Ashay Jain have 
emerged as the highest 
scorers, each securing an 
outstanding 594 and 593 
respectively out of 600 
marks. 

In the Karnataka 2nd 
PUC 2026 examinations, 
PW students achieved nota-
ble outcomes, with 20 stu-
dents scoring 98% and 
above, 145 students 96% 
and above, and 220+ stu-
dents 95% and above. These 

students were enrolled in 
PW’s structured programs 
designed and aimed at sup-
porting Karnataka board 
aspirants through a focus 
on conceptual clarity, regu-
lar assessments, and con-
sistent revision. 

Speaking on the results, 
Alakh Pandey, Founder 
and CEO of PhysicsWallah 
(PW), said, “We congratu-
late all students on their 
performance in the 
Karnataka II PUC examina-
tions. These results reflect 
the discipline and consis-
tent effort put in by stu-
dents. Board exams are an 
important milestone, and 
we remain focused on help-
ing learners build strong 
fundamentals and stay on 

track in their preparation.” 
Sharing her preparation 

approach, Dhruvi Ishani S 
said, “I focused on complet-
ing the syllabus thoroughly 
and revising regularly. 
Solving previous years’ 
papers helped me under-
stand the exam pattern bet-
ter. The structured lectures 
and practice materials 
from PW helped me stay 
consistent.” Ashay Jain 
added, “I made sure to 
revise concepts multiple 
times and practice regular-
ly. Mock tests and consis-
tent study routines helped 
me improve my accuracy 
and confidence during the 
exams.” 

The Karnataka 2nd PUC 
examination is a significant 
academic milestone for stu-
dents pursuing higher edu-
cation. These results under-
score the growing role of 
structured academic sup-
port and integrated learn-
ing platforms in enabling 
consistent performance out-
comes. PhysicsWallah (PW) 
continues to expand access 
to education across India 
through its digital plat-
forms and offline centers, 
aiming to support learners 
at scale.

PhysicsWallah Students Achieve Strong Karnataka 
2nd PUC 2026 Results; 220+ Score Above 95%

Bengaluru: S. E. 
Sudheendra, Chairman of 
Karnataka State Bioenergy 
Development Board and 
Vice President of Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress 
Committee, participated in a 
three-kilometer walk orga-
nized in the memory of 
Bharat Ratna Sir M. 
Visvesvaraya this morning 
and inaugurated the RUN TECH 
2026 programme.

Thousands of students, youth, 
engineers, technicians and the 
general public who participated 
in the walk, which started from 
the 100-foot road of Muthuraj 
Underpass in Hosakerehalli, 
Bengaluru, personally partici-
pated in this walk and became 
an inspiration to the partici-
pants. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chairman of the Board said 
that the Chief Minister of the 
State and the Minister for Rural 
Development and Panchayat Raj 
have immense faith in the tech-
nicians involved in the service 
sector along with technological 
development in the administra-
tion and hoped that the growth of 
this sector will bring a great 
change in public life in the com-
ing days. 

The government has always 
responded to the grivences of the 
public in Padmanabhanagar 

constituency, and the organizers 
of this programme Chaitra V 
Kumar and Girish Kumar said 
that the couple had organized 
this programme very successful-
ly and that they had received 
good cooperation from the gov-
ernment for their performance. 

This walk ended in front of the 
fire station via Ayodhya Hotel, 
Itmadu Junction, Devegowda 
Petrol Bunk Service Road. Prizes 
were distributed to the first, sec-
ond and third place winners who 
participated in this walk. 
Certificates were given to all 
those who participated in this 
program. Former Rajya Sabha 
members Rajiv Gowda, 
Shivaramegowda, Sanjay 
Gowda, Dharmendra, President 
of Vokkaliga Sangha L Srinivs 
and the head of the organization 
of this walk, Chaitra V Kumar, 
Girish Kumar Karnataka 
Pradesh Yuva BPAC Civic 
Leader, etc. participated in this 
programme.

RUN TECH 2026 programme 
inaugurated by S.E.Sudheendra

Bengaluru: Arion 
Radiotherapy & 
Oncology Centre (ARC 
Cancer Hospital) has 
been inaugurated with 
a vision to redefine 
cancer treatment by 
introducing a “middle-
path” model that bal-
ances affordability 
with world-class clini-
cal standards.

In a healthcare sys-
tem often marked by a 
divide between expen-
sive private hospitals 
and overburdened gov-
ernment institutions, 
ARC aims to bridge the 
gap by offering com-
prehensive oncology 
care at costs 20–30% 
lower than leading cor-
porate hospitals, with-
out compromising on 
quality or technology.

Founder and 
Managing Director Dr. 
Srihari R. Shapur said 
the initiative is 
designed to make qual-
ity cancer treatment 
accessible to the mid-
dle class while also 
extending services to 
beneficiaries under 
BPL and Ayushman 
Bharat schemes.

The hospital pro-
vides multi-disciplin-
ary cancer care under 
one roof, including sur-
gical oncology, chemo-
therapy, and advanced 
r a d i o t h e r a p y . 
Chairman Dr. Dinesh 
Mavinahalli highlight-
ed that the facility 
offers screening, diag-
nosis, and treatment 
services supported by 
modern infrastructure 
and round-the-clock 
medical teams.

Medical Director Dr. 
Samskruthi P. Murthy 
noted that state-of-the-
art equipment enables 
timely and efficient 
treatment, reducing 
delays often faced by 
patients.

A key feature of 
ARC’s model is the 
integration of interna-
tional tumour boards 
involving specialists 
from the United States, 
allowing access to glob-
ally benchmarked 
treatment protocols 
and emerging thera-
pies such as immuno-
therapy.The hospital 
also focuses on inclu-
sive care, initiating 
radiotherapy services 
under the Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) 
scheme. Support from 
government represen-
tatives, including T. B. 
Jayachandra, under-
scores efforts to expand 
access for underprivi-
leged patients.

ARC Cancer Hospital launches affordable 
‘middle-path’ cancer care model in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: The contrast in 
governance between the double-
engine vision of the BJP and the 
regressive politics of the 
Congress has never been more 
glaring than in India’s EV revo-
lution. we are witnessing two 
completely different Indias, one 
that incentivizes the future, and 
one that taxes it to death.

In Delhi, the BJP-led admin-
istration is demonstrating what 
“pro-development” truly looks 
like. It has recently moved to 
clear a massive backlog of over 
Rs.140 crore in EV subsidies, 
ensuring that a promise made 
to the common man is a prom-
ise kept. The BJP’s goal is sim-
ple: to make Delhi the EV capi-
tal of the world by installing 
7,000 new charging stations and 
ensuring that clean mobility is 

not a luxury, but a standard for 
every citizen.

Contrast this with the trou-
bling state of affairs in 
Karnataka under the Congress 
regime. Once a global pioneer 
in tech and sustainability, 
Karnataka is now being dragged 
backward into stagnation. By 

ending road tax exemptions for 
EVs, the Congress government 
has effectively declared war on 
both the middle class and the 
environment.

Why? Because its coffers are 
drained after funding unscien-
tific, populist freebie schemes—
leaving little room for real 

development.
For Congress, the Silicon 

Valley of India has become a 
resource to be exploited. While 
the BJP in Delhi is removing 
barriers and building infra-
structure, Congress in 
Karnataka is creating road-
blocks and increasing costs. 
They are punishing the very 
innovators and eco-conscious 
citizens who built Bengaluru’s 
reputation. The message is 
clear: the BJP stands for 
Incentive, Infrastructure, and 
Innovation. Congress stands for 
Taxation, Stagnation, and 
Regression. While Delhi charg-
es ahead into the 21st century, 
Karnataka is being pushed into 
a slowdown by a government 
that has lost its developmental 
compass.

Karnataka Stalls on Green Growth While Delhi 
BJP Accelerates EV Future
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Tamil Nadu 

TN polls: Vijay unveils welfare, 
AI governance vision; targets CM Stalin

Kanyakumari (TSIT) : 
Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) presi-
dent Vijay on Sunday out-
lined an ambitious gover-
nance roadmap while 
sharply criticising Chief 
Minister M. K. Stalin dur-
ing an election campaign 
in Kanyakumari district.

Addressing a gathering 
in Mahadhanapuram, 
Vijay promised a corrup-
tion-free delivery of wel-
fare schemes, asserting 
that benefits would reach 
citizens without the need 
for applications or bribes.

He announced that 
every family in Tamil 
Nadu would be issued a 
“priority card,” similar to 
Aadhaar, containing 
comprehensive house-
hold data. This, he said, 
would enable the govern-
ment to deliver welfare 
benefits seamlessly from 
birth onwards.

“People should not 
have to struggle or pay 
bribes to access what is 
rightfully theirs. 
Government schemes 
will reach your doorstep,” 

Vijay declared.
He emphasised that 

artificial intelligence 
would power this system, 
ensuring efficiency and 
transparency.

Taking a dig at Stalin, 
he remarked that his pro-
posals were not mere 
“stories,” but scientifical-
ly achievable plans 
backed by technology. 
Vijay also alleged deep-
rooted corruption within 
the current system, claim-
ing that bribes collected 
at the administrative 
level often extend up to 
ministers.

“Stopping corruption 
will be our first priority,” 
he said, adding that a 

TVK-led government 
would implement a com-
prehensive “Tamil Nadu 
Government Service 
Scheme” within six 
months of coming to 
power. A key highlight of 
his vision is the launch of 
a unified digital platform 
named “Vetri Tamil Nadu 
Super App,” through 
which all government ser-
vices would be made 
accessible. He assured 
that delays in service 
delivery would invite 
immediate action against 
responsible officials.
Positioning citizens as 
active stakeholders, Vijay 
proposed a participatory 
governance model. He 

announced plans for a 
dedicated government 
portal where people could 
submit ideas, monitor 
public finances, and 
directly petition the 
Assembly. Petitions 
signed by 10,000 people 
would receive official 
responses, while those 
backed by one million citi-
zens would be taken up for 
legislative debate.He also 
promised to allocate a full 
day in Assembly sessions 
to discuss public petitions. 
Highlighting economic 
concerns, Vijay criticised 
the state’s rising debt, 
which he said had crossed 
Rs 10.05 lakh crore.

He accused the current 
government of excessive 
borrowing and pledged to 
increase revenue and 
rationalise spending 
without imposing addi-
tional taxes. Concluding 
his address, Vijay said 
Tamil Nadu would be 
transformed into India’s 
artificial intelligence and 
digital capital, with a ded-
icated AI ministry under 
a TVK government.

Sivaganga: Home-alone woman killed,
 body dumped in well

CHENNAI: A woman living alone 
at her house was murdered, and 
her body was thrown into a well in 
Sivaganga. Probe election motive 
behind Jana Nayagan leak, urges 
CPM
The deceased, identified as Susila 
(42), wife of Suresh (48), resident of 
Keezhakandani. Due to a family 
dispute, Suresh had separated 
from his wife. Susila’s children 
were staying at Kootturapatti vil-

lage. Susila, a cleanliness worker, 
was living alone.
When she did not report for work, 
a co-worker tried to contact her, 
but her phone was switched off. 
Upon information, her sister came 
to the house and found Susila miss-
ing. Blood stains were found near 
the well. Police rushed to the spot 
and recovered her body from the 
well. Police have detained three 
suspects.

A high prevalence of long 
COVID is the starkest 
reminder that the pandemic 
is far from over. The latest 
New Zealand Health Survey 
confirms the impacts contin-
ue, six years after the initial 
outbreak. Data show most 
New Zealanders (77.7% or 
about 3.3 million people) 
have had COVID at least 
once. Many reported health 
changes after infection, but 
about one in 11 adults 
(4,01,000 people) described 
symptoms lasting three 
months or longer. These 
were impacts not experi-
enced prior to infection and 
could not be explained by a 
different diagnosis.

Women were more likely 
to report symptoms — about 
1 in 7 (14.9%) compared to 1 
in 12 men (8.5%). Only among 
those aged over 65 were the 
rates similar. One in six 
Māori adults (15.5%) reported 
long COVID symptoms, com-
pared to one in nine non-
Māori (11.3%), while one in 
four people living with dis-

abilities (22.8%) experienced 
lasting symptoms.

Overall, 11.9% of adults 
who contracted COVID 
developed long COVID, and 
almost half (48.5%) were still 
experiencing symptoms at 
the time of the survey. New 
Zealand must take this seri-
ously. Denial and delays in 
care mean missing opportu-
nities to limit harms.

The results are backed by 
international studies and 
previous research showing a 
fifth of New Zealand children 
reported persisting symp-
toms. While self-reported 

surveys can vary, this is rep-
resentative and likely an 
undercount because the risk 
increases with reinfection. 
Since the survey, many more 
cases have occurred; New 
Zealand is now in a ninth 
wave. Long COVID can affect 
every organ, including the 
cardiovascular, immune and 
nervous systems. Main 
symptoms include brain fog, 
fatigue and post-exertional 
malaise. However, infection 
can also cause chronic dis-
ease without symptoms, with 
“silent” organ damage pre-
disposing people to later ill-

ness. The findings are con-
cerning. A rare disease is 
defined as one case in 2,000 
people. If a condition is more 
common, the volume of 
patients requires specific 
health services. The preva-
lence of 9.2% of all adults in 
New Zealand is more than a 
hundred times greater than 
this threshold.

More than 12 months ago, 
we published an analysis of 
long COVID in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand. We noted it 
remained a risk following 
any infection or reinfection 
and carried an increased risk 
of sudden death and organ 
damage. We also noted that 
vaccination reduces the risk. 
The government should 
establish a coordinated 
response, including treat-
ment, public health mea-
sures, a vaccination pro-
gramme, a clear information 
campaign and targeted sur-
veillance. Very little has 
been instituted. This indiffer-
ence extends even to the gov-
ernment’s own data. 

Chornic challenge: High prevalence of
 long COVID a stark reminder

Stalin’s paddy incentive charge
 politically driven, slams Nirmala

CHENNAI: Denying Chief Minister 
and DMK president MK Stalin’s alle-
gation that the Union government 
had directed the State to withhold 
incentives for paddy cultivation, 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Sunday said the let-
ter issued by the Department of 
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, in 
this regard was aimed at aligning the 
bonus policies with national priori-
ties and farmer welfare.
Terming the charge factually baseless, the 
minister said it was “factually baseless, polit-
ically motivated, and a deliberate distortion 
designed to mislead the farmers of Tamil 

Nadu.”The Expenditure Secretary’s DO had 
sent a letter dated January 9, 2026, to the 
Chief Secretaries, asking them to align their 
State’s bonus policy to promote pulses, oil-
seeds, and millets in line with the national 
priorities for nutritional security, self-reli-

ance, and sustainable agriculture, the 
Finance Ministry said in a statement. This 
was done after noting that the bonus policies 
were heavily skewed in favour of wheat in 
northern states and paddy in several states 
across the country, it said. Such additional 
incentives over and above MSP further 
encourage their cultivation, leading to 
reduced acreage under pulses, oilseeds, and 
millets, it said, noting that it would put 
greater environmental stress due to water 
and fertilizer-intensive farming, and higher 
import dependence for essential crops like 
pulses and edible oilseeds.Enhancing domes-
tic production of these crops is essential not 
only for strategic and economic reasons.

CRISPR gene editing shows potential in 
treating blindness, with 79% of trial partici-
pants experiencing improved vision. About 
79% of clinical trial participants experi-
enced measurable improvement after 
receiving experimental, CRISPR-based gene 
editing that is designed to fix a rare form of 
blindness, according to a paper published 
today (May 6) in the New England Journal 
of Medicine.

“This trial shows CRISPR gene editing 
has exciting potential to treat inherited reti-
nal degeneration,” said Mark Pennesi, M.D., 
Ph.D., a corresponding author on the paper, 
an ophthalmologist and Oregon Health & 
Science University’s lead scientist for the 
Phase 1/2 BRILLIANCE trial and a corre-
sponding author on the paper.

“There is nothing more rewarding to a 
physician than hearing a patient describe 
how their vision has improved after a treat-
ment. One of our trial participants has 
shared several examples, including being 
able to find their phone after misplacing it 
and knowing that their coffee machine is 
working by seeing its small lights. While 
these types of tasks might seem trivial to 
those who are normally sighted, such 
improvements can have a huge impact on 
quality of life for those with low vision.”The 
trial evaluated the safety and effectiveness 
of EDIT-101, an experimental gene editing 
treatment that uses CRISPR technology and 
was developed by Editas Medicine. The 
experimental treatment was specifically 
designed to edit a mutation in the CEP290 
gene, which provides instructions to create 
a protein that is critical for sight.People 
with this mutation have a rare condition 
that is commonly called Leber Congenital 
Amaurosis, or LCA, Type 10, for which 
there is no treatment available. LCA’s vari-
ous types occur in a total of about 2 or 3 out 
of 100,000 newborns.The OHSU Casey Eye 
Institute treated the trial’s first participant 
in early 2020. That procedure also marked 
the first time that CRISPR had been used to 
edit genes within the human body, which is 
also called in vivo gene editing.Today’s 
paper describes the study’s findings through 
February 2023, and details how the trial’s 14 
participants –12 adults of whom were adults, 
while two were children – responded to 
receiving EDIT-101 in one eye. Key results 
include:

11 participants, or about 79%, showed 
improvement in at least one of four mea-
sured outcomes. 6 participants, or about 
43%, showed improvement in two or more 
outcomes. 6 participants, or about 43%, 
reported improved vision-related quality of 
life.4 participants, or about 29%, had clini-
cally meaningful improvement in visual 
acuity, or how well they could identify 

objects or letters on a chart.There were no 
treatment-related serious adverse events.
Most adverse events were mild or moderate, 
and all have since been resolved.Four spe-
cific outcomes were used to evaluate the 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r e a t m e n t ’ s 
effectiveness:visual acuity, as described 
abovehow well participants saw colored 
points of light while looking into a special-
ized device, which scientists call a full-field 
testhow well participants navigated a 
research maze with physical objects and 
varying amounts of light how much partici-
pants reported experiencing improved qual-
ity of lifeThis is the first time that the trial’s 
results have been published in a peer-
reviewed scientific journal. Previously, 
interim results had been shared through 
conference presentations by investigators 
and in press releases issued by the trial 
sponsor.

Future Research Directions
In November 2022, trial sponsor Editas 

Medicine announced that it was pausing the 
trial’s enrollment and would seek another 
partner to continue the experimental thera-
py’s development. Pennesi and colleagues are 
exploring working with other commercial 
partners to conduct additional trials, in col-
laboration with Editas. The researchers hope 
future studies can examine ideal dosing, 
whether a treatment effect is more pro-
nounced in certain age groups such as young-
er patients, and include refined endpoints to 
measure impacts on activities of daily 
living.“This research demonstrates that 
CRISPR gene therapy for inherited vision 

loss is worth continued pursuit in research 
and clinical trials,” said Mass Eye & Ear oph-
thalmologist Eric Pierce, M.D., Ph.D., who is 
also a corresponding author. “While more 
research is needed to determine who may 
benefit most, we consider the early results 
promising. To hear from several participants 
how thrilled they were that they could finally 
see the food on their plates – that is a big deal. 
These were individuals who could not read 
any lines on an eye chart and who had no 
treatment options, which is the unfortunate 
reality for most people with inherited retinal 
disorders.”“Our patients are the first con-
genitally blind children to be treated with 
gene editing, which significantly improved 
their daytime vision,” said the paper’s third 
corresponding author, Tomas S. Aleman, 
M.D., a pediatric ophthalmologist at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Scheie Eye 
Institute. “Our hope is that the study will 
pave the road for treatments of younger chil-
dren with similar conditions and further 
improvements in vision. This trial represents 
a landmark in the treatment of genetic dis-
ease, in specific genetic blindness, by offering 
important alternative treatment when tradi-
tional forms of therapy, such as gene augmen-
tation, are not an option.”

“The results from the BRILLIANCE trial pro-
vide proof of concept and important learnings for 
the development of new and innovative medicines 
for inherited retinal diseases. We’ve demonstrated 
that we can safely deliver a CRISPR-based gene 
editing therapeutic to the retina and have clini-
cally meaningful outcomes,” said Editas Medicine 
Chief Medical Officer Baisong Mei, M.D., 
Ph.D.Reference: “Gene-editing for CEP290-
associated Retinal Degeneration” by Eric A. 
Pierce, Tomas S. Aleman, Kanishka T. 
Jayasundera, Bright S. Ashimatey, Keunpyo Kim, 
Alia Rashid, Michael Jaskolka, Rene L. Myers, 
Bryon L. Lam, Steven T. Bailey, Jason I. 
Commander, Andreas K. Lauer, Albert M. 
Maguire and Mark E. Pennesi, 6 May 2024, New 
England Journal of Medicine.The OHSU Casey 
Eye Institute is one of five clinical sites that 
recruited participants for the trial. The other sites 
are: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, 
Florida; Mass Eye and Ear in Boston, 
Massachusetts; Scheie Eye Institute at the 
University of Pennsylvania and Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia; and Kellogg Eye Center 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. This research was sup-
ported by Editas Medicine, the National Institutes 
of Health’s National Eye Institute (grants P30 
EY014104 and P30 EY010572), Malcolm M. Marquis 
MD Endowed Fund for Innovation, Research to 
Prevent Blindness (unrestricted grants to OHSU 
Casey Eye Institute and University of 
Pennsylvania’s Scheie Eye Institute), the Irene 
Heinz Given and John LaPorte Given Endowment, 
and Hope for Vision.

Pioneering CRISPR Gene Editing Trial: 79% 
of Participants See Improvement

A study has shown that 
compressing TiS3 nanorib-
bons transforms them from 
insulators to superconduc-
tors, enabling electricity 
transmission without ener-
gy loss. This discovery 
opens new possibilities for 
advancing energy-efficient 
technologies and material 
science. According to a 
study in the journal Nano 
Letters, compressing 
nanoribbons made of tita-
nium and sulfur can signifi-
cantly alter their proper-
ties, transforming them 
into materials capable of 
conducting electricity with-
out energy loss. The authors 
have made the discovery 
during their painstaking 
search for new materials 
that can transmit electrici-
ty without loss of energy, a 
hot topic that has for long 
haunted the scientific com-
munity.

“Our research focuses on 
one such promising materi-
al: TiS3 nanoribbons, which 
are tiny, ribbon-like struc-
tures made of titanium and 
sulfur. In their natural 
state, TiS3 nanoribbons act 
as insulators, meaning they 
do not conduct electricity 
well,” says Mahmoud Rabie 
Abdel-Hafez, an associate 
professor at University of 
Sharjah’s Department of 
Applied Physics and 
Astronomy. “However, we 
discovered that by applying 
pressure to these nanorib-
bons, we could change their 
electrical properties dra-
matically,” adds Abdel-
Hafez, who is the study’s 
main author.

Experimental Findings
The scientists exposed 

TiS3 to gradual pressure. 
As they increased the pres-
sure, they found that the 
TiS3 system underwent a 
series of transitions, from 
being insulators to becom-
ing metals and supercon-
ductors, for the first time. 
TiS3 materials are known 
to work as good insulators, 
but it is the first time scien-
tists have discovered that 
under pressure they can 
function as superconduc-

tors, paving the way for the 
development of supercon-
ducting materials.

(A) Temperature-
pressure phase diagram of 
TiS3. (B) Photograph and 
SEM image of quasi-1D 
microstructure. Credit: 
Nano Letters (2024). https://
d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 2 1 / a c s .
n a n o l e t t . 4 c 0 0 8 2 4 
“Superconductors are spe-
cial because they can con-
duct electricity with zero 
energy loss, which is 
incredibly valuable for 
technological applica-
tions,” says Abdel-Hafez. 
“[But] imagine a world 
where electrical power 
could be transmitted with-
out any energy being wast-
ed as heat. This would revo-
lutionize how we use and 
distribute electricity, mak-
ing everything from power 
grids to electronic devices 
far more efficient.”It is 
exactly this potential which 
the authors tout as a break-
through: the potential of 
TiS3 to turn into materials 
causing no waste when 
transmitting electricity. By 
carefully controlling the 
pressure applied to these 
materials, the authors iden-
tified the exact points 
where they changed from 
one state to another. “This 
is significant because 
understanding these transi-
tions helps us learn how to 
manipulate other materials 
in similar ways, bringing 
us closer to discovering or 
designing new supercon-
ductors that can operate at 
higher temperatures and 
more practical conditions,” 

notes Abdel-Hafez.
The study shows that 

TiS3 has the potential to 
become such materials 
when subjected to the right 
conditions. By gradually 
increasing the pressure on 
the investigated materials, 
the authors observed that 
they transitioned from 
being insulators (poor con-
ductors) to metals (good 
conductors) and finally to 
superconductors (perfect 
conductors with no energy 
loss).Discovering that TiS3 
materials can become 
superconductors under 
pressure is certain to help 
scientists understand more 
about the conditions 
required for superconduc-
tivity. This knowledge is 
crucial for developing new 
materials that might be 
superconductors at higher, 
more practical tempera-
tures, the authors main-
tain.

Collaborative Efforts and 
Future Prospects

“This research not only 
enhances our understanding 
of superconductivity but 
also demonstrates the power 
of international collabora-
tion in achieving ground-
breaking scientific results,” 
affirms Sweden’s Uppsala 
University Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy, a 
co-author The project is part 
of the University of Sharjah’s 
research quest to develop 
materials that can transmit 
electricity without energy 
loss, offering new insights 
into how pressure can trans-
form the electrical proper-
ties of TiS3 nanoribbons.

Quantum Transformation: TiS3 Nanoribbons 
Become Superconductors Under Pressure
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The Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) recently launched
the second proof of concept
for the groundbreaking ini-
tiative 'NPS Swasthya,'
which has been designed to
reshape the way Indians
view their retirement sav-
ings. The initiative is intend-
ed to provide healthcare
funding along with retire-
ment planning.
Traditionally, the National
Pension System (NPS) has
served as a major vehicle for
long-term financial security.
It ensures that subscribers
build a corpus to sustain
themselves during their
post-retirement years. Amid
rising healthcare costs and
medical emergencies often
draining household
finances, PFRDA has now
come up with a mechanism
that allows pension funds to
serve a dual purpose —
retirement planning and
healthcare support.  NPS
Swasthya: Here's what you
must know PFRDA, which
serves as the regulatory
authority, has described
NPS Swasthya as a multi-
partner initiative that has
been structured to provide
comprehensive financial
support along with health
security. As per the official

statement, the new initiative
will see the Medi Assist
Healthcare Services acting
as the core technology part-
ner to provide digital infra-
structure, while CAMS KRA
supports subscriber
onboarding and KYC enable-
ment. Meanwhile, Tata
Pension Fund and Axis
Pension Fund will serve as
the designated pension fund
managers. Further, it stated
that the Aditya Birla Health
Insurance provides the inte-
grated top-up insurance
cover, with Medi Assist TPA
managing claims adminis-
tration. "The initiative
addresses a growing gap in
India's retirement landscape,
where healthcare costs are
projected to rise by 11.5 per

cent to 14 per cent in 2026,
significantly outpacing infla-
tion and putting long-term
financial security under
pressure for millions,"
PFRDA said. The scheme
has been introduced at a time
when the pension ecosystem
rapidly scales with NPS and
Atal Pension Yojana (APY),
having a cumulative sub-
scriber base of 9.64 crore. Its
combined assets under man-
agement are pegged at Rs
16.55 lakh crore, as of March
29, 2026. While the NPS funds
have usually remained
locked until the subscriber
reaches retirement age, the
NPS Swasthya initiative pro-
vided them access to a "Net
Eligible Balance" up to 25%
of their contributions.

PFRDA's NPS Swasthya:
Here's How You Can Dip Into

Pension Funds For Health

Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) has suspended sev-
eral employees pending an
internal enquiry following
serious allegations of sex-
ual harassment at its
Nashik office. The IT firm
initiated immediate disci-
plinary action upon learn-
ing of the matter, reaffirm-
ing its strict stance
against workplace miscon-
duct. The corporate
response follows formal
complaints made by tech
employees in Nashik. In
connection with the alle-
gations, local law enforce-
ment has arrested six indi-
viduals, including a team
lead, from the multina-
tional company's office.
Emphasising its commit-
ment to a secure working
environment, TCS high-
lighted the priority it
places on staff welfare and
safety. "TCS has a long-
standing zero-tolerance
policy towards harass-
ment and coercion of any
form," a company

spokesperson stated. "We
have always ensured the
highest standards of safety
and wellbeing of our
employees at the work-
place." Addressing the
prompt intervention, the
spokesperson detailed the
immediate steps taken by
the firm's management
regarding the accused per-
sonnel. "As soon as we
were made aware of the
matter in Nashik, we took
swift action. The employ-
ees being investigated
have been suspended

pending enquiry." The
technology giant con-
firmed it is fully support-
ing the ongoing police
probe into the arrested
individuals. Moving for-
ward, the company's final
disciplinary decisions will
be guided by the official
findings. "We are cooper-
ating with the local law
enforcement authorities,
and any further action
will be based on the con-
clusion of this investiga-
tion," the spokesperson
concluded.

TCS Suspends Employees, Launches
Enquiry Following Sexual

Harassment Allegations In Nashik

The third week of April
will be a truncated week in
the Indian stock market,
expecting limited action in
the primary market with
limited openings of initial
public offerings.

The coming week
will witness the launch of
two IPOs for subscription
including one mainboard
and one SME IPO and few
lisitngs. 

Here's a look at all IPO
actions in the primary
market between April 13-
17, 2026: Citius Transnet
InvIT IPO Citius Transnet
Investment 
Trust Invit IPO will open
for subscription on Friday,
April 17, 2026 and end on
Tuesday, April 21, 2026.
The IPO is a book built
issue of Rs 1,350 crore. 

As per the draft
documents, the proposed
public issue, included a
strategic investor portion
capped at 25% of the total
size. The shares are  pro-
posed to be listed on both
BSE and NSE. Mehul
Telecom IPO Mehul

Telecom IPO is scheduled
to open for subscripton on
Friday, April 17, 2026 til
Tiesday, April 21, 2026.
The company will in BSE
SME and expects to raise
Rs 27.73 crore through the
public issue. 

The offer will be
entirely fresh issue of
around 28 lakh shares.
New Listings Om Power
Transmission IPO Shares
of Om Power
Transmission are sched-
uled to list on the BSE and
NSE on April 17. The Om

Power

Transmission
IPO is a book-built
issue of Rs 150.06 crore. It
comprises a fresh issue of
76 lakh shares worth Rs
132.56 crore and an offer-
for-sale (OFS) of 10 lakh
shares amounting to Rs

17.50 crore. The price band
for the IPO is set at Rs 166
to Rs 175 per share. Emiac
Technologies IPO Emiac
Technologies IPO will list
on the BSE SME on
Monday, April 13, 2026.
The offer is entirely a
fresh issue totalling up to
Rs 31.75 crore. The IPO
bidding started from

Friday, March 27, 2026
and ended on

W e d n e s d a y ,
April 8, 2026.

S a f e t y
Controls &
D e v i c e s
I P O
S a f e t y
Controls
& Devices

SME IPO
are sched-

uled to be list-
ed on Monday,

April 13. The shares
will list on BSE SME.The
Safety Controls & Devices
IPO consists of 60 lakh
shares. Safety Controls
IPO bidding started from
Monday, April 6, 2026 and
ended on April 8, 2026.

IPOs This Week: One Mainboard Issue
To Launch, Om Power Transmission

Shares To List On Indian Stock Market

US President Donald Trump
said on Sunday that the
Navy would "shortly" begin
a blockade of ships entering
and leaving the Strait of
Hormuz.
"So, there you have it, the
meeting went well, most
points were agreed to, but
the only point that really
mattered, NUCLEAR, was
not. Effective immediately,
the United States Navy, the
Finest in the World, will
begin the process of
BLOCKADING any and all
Ships trying to enter, or
leave, the Strait of Hormuz,"
he posted on Truth Social.
"At some point, we will
reach an "ALL BEING
ALLOWED TO GO IN, ALL
BEING ALLOWED TO GO
OUT" basis, but Iran has not
allowed that to happen by
merely saying, "There may
be a mine out there some-
where," that nobody knows
about but them. THIS IS
WORLD EXTORTION, and
Leaders of Countries, espe-
cially the United States of
America, will never be
extorted. I have also
instructed our Navy to seek
and interdict every vessel in
International Waters that
has paid a toll to Iran. No one
who pays an illegal toll will
have safe passage on the

high seas," Trump said.
The development follows
collapsed talks with Iran in
Pakistan. The US president
has vowed to destroy
Iranian mines, warning US
forces are "locked and
loaded". "We will also begin
destroying the mines the
Iranians laid in the Straits.
Any Iranian who fires at us,
or at peaceful vessels, will be
BLOWN TO HELL! Iran
knows, better than anyone,
how to END this situation
which has already devastat-
ed their Country. Their
Navy is gone, their Air
Force is gone, their Anti
Aircraft and Radar are use-

less, Khomeini, and most of
their "Leaders," are dead, all
because of their Nuclear
ambition," he added.
Trump said other countries
would also be involved with
this blockade and Iran
would not be allowed to prof-
it off this "Illegal Act of
EXTORTION". "The
Blockade will begin shortly.
They want money and, more
importantly, they want
Nuclear. Additionally and,
at an appropriate moment,
we are fully "LOCKED AND
LOADED," and our Military
will finish up the little that is
left of Iran! President DON-
ALD J. TRUMP," he added.

The Middle East teeters on
the brink of an expanded
conflict today, with Al
Jazeera reporting that the
Israeli army chief has explic-
itly ordered his forces to pre-
pare for a possible resump-
tion of war on Iran. This
stark military escalation,
broadcast by the Qatar-
based news network, arrives
at a critical and volatile
moment for the region,
directly following the abrupt
collapse of international
diplomatic efforts to halt the
ongoing hostilities.

Ceasefire Talks Hit Dead
End
The alarming directive from
Israel coincides with a com-
plete standstill in US-Iran
ceasefire negotiations. High-
stakes diplomatic talks
aimed at ending the six-
week war have officially
failed. Following 21 hours of
gruelling, face-to-face
marathon negotiations in
Pakistan, the US delega-
tion—led by Vice President
J.D. Vance and featuring
key figures like Jared
Kushner and Steve
Witkoff—could not reach a
consensus with an Iranian
delegation headed by
Parliament Speaker
M o h a m m a d - B a g h e r

Ghalibaf.
The talks ultimately col-
lapsed over profound strate-
gic disagreements. A major
roadblock was the inability to
agree on the control and safe
passage of vessels through
the heavily contested Strait of
Hormuz. Furthermore,
Iranian officials maintained a
hardline stance, asserting
that any successful truce
hinged entirely on the United
States acknowledging Iran's
"legitimate rights and inter-
ests." With neither side will-
ing to concede, Vice
President Vance confirmed
the US delegation's return
without a resolution.

Global Economic
Shockwaves
The dual blow of Israel's
potential military mobilisa-
tion and the failure of inter-
national diplomacy is send-
ing immediate shockwaves
through global markets.
Crude Oil and Gold
Physical crude markets are
bracing for severe shortages,
driving up record premiums
amid widespread geopoliti-
cal panic. Simultaneously,
gold prices have surged as
the breakdown of talks
weakens the US dollar, trig-
gering a massive wave of
safe-haven investments.

DONALD TRUMP ORDERS US NAVY
BLOCKADE OF STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Aurobindo Pharma Ltd.,
Muthoot Finance Ltd.
Energy Infrastructure
Trust Ltd., Blue Blends
Ltd., Pashupati Cotspin
Ltd., and Prime Plastics
Ltd. are among the many
companies that havecorpo-
rate actions lined up this
week.  Prima Plastics will
also engage in a spin-off.
Blue Blends (India) Ltd.
had had its resolution plan
suspension on April 17,
while Prima Plastics' will
have its spin-off on the
same date. The listed com-
panies have announced div-
idend payouts, income dis-
tribution, buy backs and
stock splits that investors
can benefit from. Dividends
Muthoot Finance will trade
ex-dividend and mark the
record date has approved
an interim dividend of Rs
30 per share on Friday,
April 17. Stock Split On
Friday, April 17, R&B
Denims Ltd. will trade ex-
stock split in the ratio of
10:1. That means 10 equity
share with a face value of

Rs 10 will be subdivided
into two shares of Rs 1.
Stock splits typically
enhances liquidity and
encourages broader
investor participation.

Investors should be watch-
ing these dates closely, as
such actions often influ-
ence near-term stock senti-
ment and trading activity.
Income Distribution

(InvIT) Energy
Infrastructure Trust Ltd.
will launch its InvIT
(income distribution) with
the record date of April 16.
The ex-date is also April 16.
Buy Back Of Shares
Aurobindo Pharma Ltd.
approved a share buyback
plan worth up to Rs 800
crore. The company will
repurchase 54,23,728 fully
paid-up equity shares, rep-
resenting up to 0.93% stake,
at a price of Rs 1,475 per
share. The offer price is a
premium of 11.6% over
April 2's close of Rs 1,333.7.
The board has set April 17
as the record date for the
purpose of determining the
entitlement and the names
of equity shareholders who
would be eligible to partici-
pate in the buyback. The
buyback is proposed to be
made from all of the equity
shareholders, including the
promoters and members of
the promoter group, on a
proportionate basis
through the “tender offer”
route.

Aurobindo Pharma, Muthoot Finance,
Others To Trade Ex-Dividend

Universal Music Group, the
entertainment giant behind
acts such as Taylor Swift,
Sabrina Carpenter and
Kendrick Lamar, has
received a takeover offer esti-
mated to be worth $64.3bn
(£48bn). US investment com-
pany Pershing Square is offer-
ing to buy Universal in a
merger that would see the
new company listed in
America, its billionaire chief
executive Bill Ackman said.
As well as representing a
huge list of artists, the world's
largest music company also
runs Abbey Road studios and
owns labels such as EMI and
Island Records. Pershing
Square, which already owns a
stake in Universal, also has
holdings in Google, Meta and
Amazon, as well as
Restaurant Brands
International, which includes
Burger King. Universal said it
had received Pershing's pro-
posal and would assess its
implications for sharehold-
ers, employees, artists, song-
writers and other stakehold-
ers. The company's board also
expressed full confidence in
chief executive Sir Lucian
Grainge, his management
team and strategy. Ackman

said its management had
"done an excellent job nurtur-
ing and continuing to build a
world-class artist roster and
generating strong business
performance". He said
Universal had reshaped the
industry to put artists at its
centre, and had shown it
could seize growth opportuni-
ties from artificial intelli-
gence while protecting intel-
lectual property. But he said
the company's stock price had
"languished" due to issues
unrelated to the performance
of its music business, which
could all be "addressed with
this transaction". Dan
Coatsworth, head of markets
at AJ Bell, said: "On paper,
you might think is a money-

making machine. In reality,
it's not that simple." Universal
"is home to nine of the top 10
global recording artists of
2025", said Coatsworth but
growth in the music stream-
ing market had been slower
than expected which matters
"because Universal relies
heavily on the likes of Spotify
and Apple Music for royalty
payments". Global music rev-
enues have been growing
year-on-year as streaming
subscriptions rescued the
industry from a period of pira-
cy and financial decline. But a
heated debate has been ongo-
ing about how much these
platforms pay out in royalties.
The industry is also battling a
rise in deepfakes - songs by

fraudsters impersonating its
artists - which are created by
AI and are flooding platforms.
He blamed a variety of factors,
including uncertainty around
an 18% stake in Universal
owned by Bolloré Group, the
family conglomerate of bil-
lionaire Vincent Bolloré, as
well as a recent decision to
delay listing the company's
shares on the New York Stock
Exchange. Universal is cur-
rently listed in Amsterdam
but Ackman has long-cam-
paigned for the company to
float in the US. Ackman
became a high-profile sup-
porter of Donald Trump in
July 2024 during his bid for a
second term in the Oval
Office. His intervention was
seen as an important electoral
endorsement of the now presi-
dent from the business world.
Adrian Cheesley, a former
senior vice president at
Universal, said the company
would be the only music
major to be listed on the S&P
500 stock market index in the
US if the move went ahead.
Commenting on Ackman's
motives, Cheesley told BBC
Radio 4's Today Programme
he believed the billionaire
investor was happy with the

current management. "I think
this is about financial engi-
neering, I don't think it's
gonna affect the day-to-day
running of the business," he
said. Universal's share price
initially soared by nearly 30%
after the offer emerged on
Tuesday. By the afternoon, it
was 10% ahead. How music
businesses earn revenue has
changed as listeners switched
to the likes of TikTok and
Instagram. In 2024 Universal
threatened to pull its songs
from TikTok, claiming the
platform wasn't paying fair
value for music, and it was
also concerned about "protect-
ing human artists from the
harmful effects of AI, and
online safety for TikTok's
users". Coatsworth said this
dispute, while now settled,
points to broader concerns
around getting paid by social
media networks. 
Added to that, he said: "Cut-
throat competition in the
music business also doesn't
help. Record labels must
plough significant amounts
into marketing to make their
artists stand above the crowd,
and that means Universal
must constantly spend money
to make money." 

Music giant Universal gets $64bn takeover offer

THREATENS TO 'FINISH' IRAN OVER NUCLEAR DISPUTE

CORPORATE ACTIONS THIS WEEK:

 Aurobindo Pharma Ltd., Muthoot Finance
Ltd. Energy Infrastructure Trust Ltd., Blue Blends
Ltd., Pashupati Cotspin Ltd., and Prime Plastics

Ltd. are among the many companies that havecor-
porate actions lined up this week.  

Highlights

The
third week of April

will be a truncated week
in the Indian stock market,

expecting limited action in the
primary market with limited

openings of initial public
offerings.
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US President Donald
Trump’s threat to blockade
the Strait of Hormuz will only
affect a small handful of ves-
sels that are still navigating
the waterway, shipping
expert Lars Jensen says. “If
this is actually done by the
Americans, it will halt a very
tiny trickle of vessels. In the
greater scheme of things, it
doesn't really change any-
thing,” he says. Jensen, chief
executive of Vespucci
Maritime, says Trump's
threat of preventing safe pas-
sage for any ships paying tolls
to Iran would also have little
impact, as any company
doing so would already face
sanctions for paying the
regime. “First of all, there's
very few ships that pass.
There's even fewer of those
that pay, and those that pay
will already be subject to
American sanctions,” he
says. Most shipping compa-
nies will continue to wait and
see if there is a tentative
peace agreement and
whether that might hold,

Jensen says, and if that
occurs, a slow ramping up of
shipping may resume. As for
what it would take shipping
lines to decide whether it was
safe to transit the strait again,
he says the honest answer
from those firms would be
that they don’t know.
“Because at the end of it, it
boils down to trust: trust that
any agreement between the
US and Iranians will hold for
a significant portion of time,

and that's a subjective feeling,
there is nothing hard and tan-
gible you can point to,” he
says. As we watch to see
whether the next few days
bring more talks or a resump-
tion of the war, the US presi-
dent has made various
threats in a lengthy Truth
Social post. We knew Iran's
nuclear point was a huge
point of contention and one
that Trump has confirmed
negotiators couldn't get past.

The future of the Strait of
Hormuz is clearly an immedi-
ate concern, and the US is
now threatening a blockade.
Not only that, Trump is
threatening any country who
pays Iran "an illegal toll" to
get through the vital shipping
lane. There have been reports
that some ships have passed
through after paying a very
expensive fee to Iran. Before
these talks, he claimed there
has been regime change in

Iran, with new and more "rea-
sonable" leaders, but they are
now "volatile, difficult, unpre-
dictable people". But, he did
acknowledge there had been
points of agreement during
these talks, and that's a sense
we had here in Islamabad, as
we heard technical experts
became involved and talks
continued into the early
hours of the morning. Trump
has also said the US delega-
tion became "very friendly"
and "respectful" of Iran's dele-
gation, which would suggest
some sort of working rela-
tionship difficult to imagine
before this weekend. We had
wondered how he might react
to the failure to agree to come
to an agreement in
Islamabad… we can now see
his first response. Across two
lengthy social media posts, he
says he will block the few
ships that are currently mak-
ing it through the Strait of
Hormuz. “I have instructed
our Navy to seek and inter-
dict every vessel in
International Waters that has

paid a toll to Iran. No one who
pays an illegal toll will have
safe passage on the high
seas.” The posts do not make
it clear how “safe passage”
will be denied, but it is worth
remembering that the US
has, in just the last few
months, boarded vessels en
route to or from Venezuela.
Crucially, he also says "Other
Countries will be involved
with this Blockade”, without
specifying who. Iran’s selec-
tive - but effective - blockade
of one of the world’s most
important waterways has
generally only been bypassed
by ships either aligned to
Iran, to nations Tehran con-
siders friendly, or by vessels
that are thought to have paid
a toll, believed to be around
$2m (£1.5m). He also suggests
that Iran has promised to
open the Straits. Going by
their public statements, they
have repeatedly said the
reverse, seeking formal
recognition of what has
become maybe their key
strategic point of leverage. 

Trump says US to 'blockade' Strait of Hormuz
after talks failed over Iran's 'nuclear ambitions'

Twenty-one hours was not
enough to end 47 years of hos-
tility between Iran and the
US. The historic high-level
talks in Islamabad, during a
pause in weeks of grievous
war, were always unlikely to
end any other way. Calling
this marathon negotiating
session a failure belies the
scale of the challenge in nar-
rowing wide gaps on complex
issues ranging from age-old
suspicion about Iran's nuclear
programme to new challenges
this war has thrown up - most
of all Iran's control of the
strategic Strait of Hormuz,
whose closure is causing eco-
nomic shocks worldwide. To
do a deal, they also needed to
overcome a deep chasm of dis-
trust. A day ago, it wasn't even
certain the two sides would
meet, and even more, sit down
in the same room. A long-

standing political taboo was
broken. The urgent question
now is: what happens next?
What happens to the contest-
ed two-week ceasefire which
pulled the world back from US
President Donald Trump's
alarming threat to destroy a
"whole civilisation" in Iran?
Would the US president be

ready to send his negotiators
back to the bargaining table?
We're hearing reports from
sources here in Islamabad
that some conversations have
continued after US Vice-
President JD Vance boarded
his plane at sunrise, declaring
the US delegation had made
their "final and best offer".

Will the US now escalate or
negotiate? We still don't know
enough about what happened
behind tightly closed doors in
a five-star hotel in leafy
locked-down Islamabad dur-
ing talks that went on long
into the night. There are still
few details on the disputes
and discussion between the
two sides, assisted by
Pakistani mediators, the calls
to and from experts, advisers,
and, according to Vance,
"dozens" of calls to Trump
himself. The vice-president
spoke of the "core goal" of the
US during his brief dawn
news conference. "We need to
see an affirmative commit-
ment that [Iran] will not seek
a nuclear weapon and they
will not seek the tools that
would enable them to quickly
achieve a nuclear weapon,"
he said. 

After Cayden McBride fin-
ishes class in Rome,
Georgia, the 19-year-old
goes home, opens his laptop,
and starts searching. For
the past few months, he has
been spending hours at a
time combing through the
Jeffrey Epstein files on the
US Department of Justice
(DOJ) website and following
others online who are doing
the same. Flight logs.
Transcripts. Images.
Videos. The material
released by the DOJ has
given new insight into the
crimes of the late convicted
sex offender and into his
high-profile connections.
McBride believes the
Epstein files still matter,
even if the headlines have

moved on to the Iran war
recently. "As a Christian, I
don't believe anybody
should endure what these
women have been through,"
he says. "There is so much
bad stuff in these files."
McBride was a self-
described "Trump guy" and
"very anti-establishment".

He said he would always
defend the US president in
the belief that Donald
Trump's Make America
Great Again (Maga) move-
ment stood for exposing cor-
ruption. But the DOJ's delay
in releasing all the files, and
the perceived lack of
accountability afterwards,

has left him and many oth-
ers disheartened with the
movement, the president
and especially with Pam
Bondi, Trump's former
attorney general. Bondi was
removed from her post just
last week, to be replaced, in
the interim, by her deputy
Todd Blanche. Trump has
lauded Bondi for doing a
"tremendous job" and
Blanche denied reports that
his predecessor's handling
of the Epstein files had been
a factor in her departure.
But McBride hailed the
changing of the guard,
expressing hope that there
could now be renewed focus
on the Epstein issue. His
wish was granted this week,
from an unlikely quarter.

Tensions between Budapest
and Kyiv were heightened
earlier this year when oil
stopped passing through a
major pipeline to Hungary
and Slovakia. Deliveries via
the Druzhba pipeline came to
a halt after the major oil hub
at Brody in western Ukraine
was damaged in a Russian
attack on 27 January. The
channel supplies oil from
Russia to Hungary and
Slovakia and runs across
Ukraine. Kyiv says the dam-
age is severe and that it does
not have the resources to
repair it quickly, but Orbán's
government has accused it of
stalling. The situation high-
lights Hungary and
Slovakia's continued depend-
ence on Russian oil. Ukraine
has accepted "technical sup-
port" and funding from the
EU to speed up the mends.
The stand-off resulted in

Orbán vetoing a 90bn (£78bn)
EU loan to Ukraine, holding
up a crucial support package
for the country. Even before
the first reports suggesting
possible Russian efforts to
bolster Orbán’s position,
Ukraine had already become
a central issue in Hungary’s
parliamentary election cam-
paign, dominating govern-
ment messaging. It argues
the EU and Kyiv risk drag-
ging Hungary into the war,
and that only Orbán’s Fidesz
party can prevent it. The
party has amplified the mes-
sage using AI-generated cam-
paign videos. Fidesz has pre-
viously mobilised percep-
tions of external threat dur-
ing election periods - most
notably migration in 2018
and the war in Ukraine in
2022 - and analysts say the
current campaign shows
similar patterns.

At least 30 people are
feared to have been
killed in a stampede at a
popular tourist site in
Haiti on Saturday. The
incident took place on
Saturday during an
annual Easter gathering
at the Laferrière Citadel,
a Unesco World Heritage
site, Jean Henri Petit,
head of civil protection
for Haiti's Nord depart-
ment, said, warning the
death toll could yet rise.
Prime Minister Alix
Didier Fils-Aimé said the
incident occurred "dur-
ing a tourist event
attended by many young
people" at the site, in the
northern town of Milot.
He said an investigation
had been launched and
"all relevant authorities"
mobilised to support
those affected. "The gov-
ernment sends its sin-
cere condolences to the
affected families," Fils-
Aimé said in a statement.
The site had been packed
with students and visi-
tors after the event - com-
memorating the 19th
Century fortress's found-

ing - was advertised on
social media, local media
report, citing officials.
The stampede was said to
have started near the
entrance to the site and
was exacerbated by the
onset of heavy rain.
Haiti's Le Nouvelliste
newspaper first reported
the death toll, citing
Petit. The government
statement did not say
how many had died.
Citadelle Laferrière, also
known as Citadelle
Henry, was built by revo-
lutionary Henri
Christophe shortly after
Haiti gained independ-
ence from France. The
stronghold took more
than a decade to con-
struct and was a crucial
part of a network of forti-
fications to protect the
new Caribbean island
nation against attacks.
The site has since
become a symbol of
Haitian independence.
The deadly stampede
comes as Haiti grapples
with widespread gang
violence that has led to
thousands being killed.

Voters in Hungary set
to decide whether

Viktor Orbán remains
in power after 16 years

AT LEAST 30 FEARED
DEAD IN CRUSH AT

HAITIAN TOURIST SITE

After Iran talks falter, the big question
is 'what happens next?'

Why this disillusioned Trump voter spends
hours searching Epstein files

The far-right Alternative
für Deutschland (AfD) party
is riding high in the opinion
polls in the eastern German
state of Saxony-Anhalt and
could win an outright
majority in regional elec-
tions there in September. It
would be the first time a far-
right party has held power
in a German state since
World War Two. This week-
end the AfD officially adopt-
ed what has been described
as a "radical" and pro-ethnic
German government pro-
gramme for Saxony-Anhalt
at a party conference in the
central city of Magdeburg.
The AfD's leading candidate
in the state, Ulrich
Siegmund, a TikTok star
who was given a standing
ovation by the delegates,
said it was an historic
moment, not just for
Saxony-Anhalt. "The whole
of Germany is watching this

historic election," he told
the conference. "Parts of
Europe are watching this
historic election. Parts of the
world are watching this his-
toric election, because from
here, finally, the political
turnaround can also happen
here in Germany." He said
his party had the courage to
speak out about what was
going wrong in Germany,
"that we don't feel safe any-
more, that we scarcely feel at
home anymore, that we
don't recognise our home-
land anymore".

GERMANY'S FAR-RIGHT
AFD ADOPTS 'RADIC

The Manhattan District
Attorney's Office says it has
launched an investigation
into sexual misconduct
allegations against US
Congressman Eric
Swalwell. Four women
have accused him of mis-
conduct ranging from sexu-
al harassment to rape,
including an alleged inci-
dent in New York.
Swalwell, a leading con-
tender in California's gov-
ernor race, denies the
claims, vowing to defend
himself with "facts". "We
urge survivors and anyone
with knowledge of these
allegations to contact our
Special Victims Division,"
said the New York City
prosecutor's office.
Representatives for

Swalwell - who was elected
in 2012 to a district near
San Francisco - did not
immediately respond to the
BBC's request for com-
ment. In urging accusers to
come forwards, the distict
attorney's office said on
Saturday: "Our specially
trained prosecutors, inves-
tigators and counsellors
are well-equipped to help
you in a trauma-informed,
survivor-centered man-
ner." The investigation
comes a day after Swalwell
said the allegations were
"false". "For nearly 20
years, I have served the
public - as a prosecutor
and a congressman, and
have always protected
women," the married
father-of-three added.

Manhattan prosecutor inves-
tigates abuse claims against
congressman Eric Swalwell

Justin Bieber made a nos-
talgia-fuelled return to the
major stage as Coachella's
much-anticipated headline
act. The 32-year-old spent
much of Saturday night's
gig sitting in front of a lap-
top and singing to YouTube
music videos of his older
hits, such as Baby and
Never say Never - delight-
ing the crowd in an appar-
ent tribute to the platform
on which he was discov-
ered. He also played some
of the home videos that had
brought him to the indus-
try's attention aged 12,
pulling them up on the big
screen, and appeared to

interact with the live com-
ments on the YouTube
stream of his set. It marked
the star's biggest live show
in four years, having can-
celled his Justice world
tour following health
issues. He opened the gig
alone on an otherwise
empty stage, performing
tracks from his 2025
albums Swag and Swag II -
before telling the crowd he
wanted to take them "on a
journey" and reaching back
into his archive. He repeat-
edly asked the audience:
"How far back do you go?"
Bieber also played the clip
for which he most recently
went viral - and which
prompted speculation
about his mental state - in
which he confronted a pho-
tographer and said: "It's not
clocking to you, I'm stand-
ing on business." Dressed
in a hoodie and shorts on a
stripped-back stage, Bieber
was joined by musical
guests including The Kid
Laroi, Wizkid, Tems and
Dijon. The star's wife
Hailey Bieber was spotted
in the crowd, alongside
celebrity couple Timothée
Chalamet and Kylie
Jenner.

Justin Bieber headlines Coachella
with nostalgia-fuelled set

Ukraine and Russia accuse each other of hundreds of ceasefire violations
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Sanju Samson announced
his arrival at Chennai
Super Kings in style in his
fourth match for the fran-
chise in IPL 2026. Samson
stayed unbeaten on 115*
(56b, 15x4s, 4x6s) as the star
became the first wicket-
keeper to hit a century for
Chennai Super Kings (CSK).
He reached the triple-figure
mark in 52 balls. He also
broke MS Dhoni's record for
the most runs in an innings
by a designated CSK wicket-
keeper in the IPL - 84
against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in 2019. Samson
is also the second batter to
score a century for three
IPL franchises. He has
scored centuries for Delhi
Daredevils (now Delhi
Capitals), Rajasthan Royals
(RR) and CSK. KL Rahul
(Punjab Kings, Lucknow
Super Giants, DC) was the
first to achieve the feat.
Sanju Samson shed his
indifferent start to IPL 2026
season with a blazing hun-
dred and Ayush Mhatre
offered another glimpse into

the future with a fluent half-
century as Chennai Super
Kings posted a competitive
212 for two against Delhi
Capitals in Chennai on
Saturday. His unbeaten 115
off 56 balls (15x4, 4x6) was
the cornerstone of
Chennai's one of better out-
ings with the bat in this IPL.
After being asked to bat
first, the CSK man brought
up his first substantial
knock in a Yellow jersey,
and was involved in an
excellent stand with Mhatre
for the second wicket -- 113
runs in a little over 11 overs.

It was Samson's fourth IPL
hundred, the first for CSK
and the first in IPL 2026. A
big score from Samson was
essential for himself and
CSK to restore the belief of
‘Anbu-den' faithfuls in their
team, and he did that on the
night with a brilliant
innings in front of home
fans. It was the typical
Samson innings. The
Kerala batter had looked
unsure of his feet and field
placings in earlier matches
this season, but on this
instance a familiar Samson
returned. 

There was no shortage of sup-
port for Lucknow Super
Giants in their IPL 2026
match against Gujarat Titans
at the Ekana Cricket Stadium
on Sunday. Though LSG lost
the match, the team can
vouch for the fact that they
will never be short of backing
at the venue. Sachin
Tendulkar's daughter Sara,
an entrepreneur, was present
at the stadium. Sachin's son
Arjun is part of the LSG
squad. A sensational four-
wicket haul by Prasidh
Krishna and fifties from skip-
per Shubman Gill and Jos
Buttler helped Gujarat Titans
(GT) to a seven-wicket win
over Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) in their Indian Premier
League (IPL) clash on
Sunday. GT are placed fifth
with two wins and two losses,

collecting four points. LSG
have slipped to sixth spot
with an identical win-loss
record. Put in to bat first, LSG
scored 164/8, with only Aiden
Markram (30 off 21 balls, with
five fours and a six) crossing
the 20-run mark, while
Krishna picked up 4/28 in his
spell. During the chase, fifties
from Gill (56 off 40 balls, with

six fours and a six) and
Buttler (60 off 37 balls, with 11
fours) helped GT reach the
target comfortably, with
seven wickets in hand and
eight balls to spare. Sai
Sudharsan got GT off to a
solid start, hitting two fours
off Mohammed Shami in the
first over. He and skipper
Shubman Gill played cau-

tiously until the fifth over,
when Gill smashed Shami for
4, 6, 4 and 4 to pick up 20 runs.
Digvesh Rathi, however,
pulled things back for LSG by
dismissing Sai Sudharsan for
a 14-ball 15 (three fours) off his
first delivery. GT were 45/1 in
5.1 overs. Courtesy of a back-
foot punch from Jos Buttler,
GT brought up the 50-run
mark in 5.5 overs. Buttler and
Gill then collected plenty of
runs against left-arm spinner
George Linde, taking 21 runs
off his first two overs, with
both batters sharing the
spoils. At the halfway stage,
GT were well placed at 86/1,
with Buttler (22*) and Gill
(48*) unbeaten. Gill, who had
also completed 4,000 IPL runs,
brought up his second succes-
sive fifty in 34 balls, hitting
six fours and a six. 

Sanju Samson Breaks MS Dhoni's
Record With 1st Ton For CSK, Joins
KL Rahul In Super Elite IPL Club

SARA TENDULKAR IN THE STANDS
DURING LSG VS GT IPL 2026 MATCH

=Former world champion
Regis Prograis has
announced his retirement
at the age of 37. The two-
time super-lightweight
world champion was beat-
en convincingly by Conor
Benn at Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium on
Saturday night and then
revealed the fight would
be his last. "Going in, I
knew I was going to
retire," the American told
Ring Magazine. "This is
my last fight. I knew this
months ago - I just didn't
tell anybody but I was ter-
rified going into this. "It's
a great fight to be my last
against someone like
Conor Benn, someone
that was strong - an arena
like this with 70,000 in a
stadium. I couldn't ask for

a better going away party,
perfect end to my story."
There were reports circu-
lating prior to the fight
that Prograis was hurt,
which he confirmed fol-
lowing the defeat, saying
he thought about pulling
out as little as 24 hours
prior to the bout. He
added: "The rumours
about me being hurt were
true. I wanted to pull out
of this fight so bad a
month ago but kept push-
ing. I was terrified and
thinking about pulling
out even yesterday."
Prograis retires with a 30-
4 record, with 24 victories
by knockout. He held the
WBA super-lightweight
title in 2019, and WBC
super-lightweight crown
from 2022 to 2023.

PROGRAIS ANNOUNCES
RETIREMENT FOL-

LOWING BENN LOSS

Chennai Super Kings finally
came into their own in IPL
2026 on Saturday, with Sanju
Samson leading the charge.
Samson made history by
becoming the first batter in
the history of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) to score
centuries for three different
franchises after he brought up
his maiden hundred in
Chennai Super Kings (CSK)
colours against Delhi Capitals
(DC) at the Chepauk Stadium.
During the clash at Chepauk,
a wounded Samson, following
three poor outings, roared
back into form with an
unbeaten 115* off 56 balls,
which included 11 fours and
four sixes, at a strike rate of
205.36. Out of his four IPL hun-
dreds, Sanju has scored two
for Rajasthan Royals (in the
2019 and 2021 seasons) and

one for Delhi Capitals (in the
2017 season). He later added a
113-run stand with Ayush
Mhatre (59 off 36 balls, with
three fours and four sixes),
while a fiery cameo from
Shivam Dube (20* off 10 balls,
with two fours and a six) pow-
ered CSK to 212/2 in 20 overs.

DC skipper Axar Patel (1/39)
was among the wickets.
Interestingly, Mhatre was
retired out after the third ball
of the 18th over, becoming the
first batter to be retired out in
this IPL. The internet reacted
strongly to the decision.
Ayush Mhatre is a better hit-

ter than Shivam Dube and
retiring Ayush out was a bad
move. Samson also completed
400 sixes in T20 cricket,
becoming the fourth Indian to
reach the milestone after
Rohit Sharma (554), Virat
Kohli (441), and Suryakumar
Yadav (442). He now has 401
sixes in the shortest format of
the game. The 113-run part-
nership between Samson and
half-centurion Ayush Mhatre
is the second-highest for CSK
against DC for any wicket in
IPL history, behind the 141
runs added by Devon Conway
and Ruturaj Gaikwad for the
first wicket in Delhi in 2023.
Sanju was sensational against
both pace and spin, but he
showed a particular liking for
the pacers, scoring 84 runs off
39 balls at a strike rate of 215.4,
with 11 fours and three sixes.

Carlos Alcaraz and
Jannik Sinner will renew
their "Sincaraz" rivalry
when they meet in the
Monte Carlo Masters
final on Sunday with the
No. 1 ranking at stake.
Four-time Grand Slam
champion Sinner will
reclaim the top spot if he
beats seven-time major
winner Alcaraz, the
Monte Carlo defending
champion. Sinner
reached his first Monte
Carlo final by beating
Alexander Zverev 6-1, 6-4
an eighth straight time on
Saturday. In his semifi-
nal, Alcaraz eliminated
home hope Valentin
Vacherot 6-4, 6-4, conclud-
ing with a sublime drop
shot. Alcaraz leads their
head-to-head 10-6 going
into their ninth final.

Both players are bidding
for a 27th career title.
Sinner swept Indian
Wells and Miami and
became only the fourth
man to reach the final at
the first three Masters
tournaments of the sea-
son, matching Roger

Federer (2006), Rafael
Nadal (2011) and Novak
Djokovic (2015). Alcaraz's
two titles this year
include the Australian
Open, where he downed
Djokovic and became the
youngest man ever to win
all four tennis majors.

tectonic shift has
taken place in
European football, as

Bundesliga club Union
Berlin has decided to
appoint Marie-Louise Eta as
manager for the remainder
of the season. Eta's appoint-
ment was confirmed by the
German club following the
departure of Steffen
Baumgart. Though there is
no confirmation of Eta
being given a long-term role
yet, the management's deci-
sion to bank on a female
coach to help them stay in
the German top division
speaks volumes about the
belief they have in her.
While it is the first time that

a female coach will take
over a men's team in
Europe's top five leagues,
Eta is not an unknown fig-
ure in European football.
The 34-year-old is a
Champions League winner
as a player with Turbine
Potsdam in 2010, and she
also won three consecutive
Bundesliga titles from 2009
to 2011.
A veteran of German foot-
ball, Eta has spent years
refining her tactical philoso-
phy away from the lime-
light. She did not arrive at
this position by chance, but
has earned it through metic-
ulous work within the
German youth national

setups and as a trusted
assistant at Union. It was in
2019 that she first took up a
coaching role with the
Germany U19 women's
team, and she also worked
with the U17 and U15 teams
before landing the top job at
Union Berlin.

Challenges Ahead
Placed 11th in the
Bundesliga standings,
Union Berlin find them-
selves in a tricky position.
The identity that defined
their rise to the Champions
League has been tested to
the core this season. Eta's
task is not just to help the
club maintain its position in

the table, but also to
strengthen its push for a
top-half finish.
With no transfer window
to rely on, Eta must find a
way to galvanise a squad
that has lost its clinical
edge and restore the defen-
sive solidity that once
made them the league's
most feared underdogs.
Whether Eta remains in
the post beyond June is
almost secondary to what
has already been
achieved. By stepping into
the technical area as the
person in charge, she has
provided hope to aspiring
coaches everywhere,
regardless of gender. 

It's Carlos Alcaraz vs Jannik Sinner Again
In Monte Carlo Masters Final

Eighteen-year-old Australian Gout Gout ran
200m faster than sprinting great Usain Bolt
managed by the same age as he raced to a
national title on Sunday. The teenager
clocked a superb time of 19.67 seconds to set
a world under-20 record. It was the first time
that Gout had gone under the 20-second
mark legally, after a wind-assisted 19.84 last
season, and is the leading time in the world
this year. Gout previously had the quickest-
ever time by a 16-year-old, setting a national
record of 20.06 when he burst on to the scene
in 2024. Sunday's mark in Sydney put him
ahead of Jamaican eight-time Olympic
champion Bolt's time of 19.93 back in 2004.
Bolt was aged 17 when setting what was then
a world junior record and never bettered
that time as a teenager, before setting a
string of senior world records later in his
career. United States sprinter Erriyon
Knighton's 19.49 run in 2022 remains the
fastest time by an U20 athlete, though it was
not ratified as a world U20 record. Knighton
was nevertheless the holder of the U20
record with an official time of 19.69, set in
June 2022, until Gout went quicker. Aidan
Murphy, who was second to Gout on

Sunday, also beat the 20-second mark with a
time of 19.88. "This is what I've been waiting
for," said Gout, who was born in Queensland
to parents from South Sudan. 

AUSTRALIAN TEENAGER GOUT
FASTER THAN BOLT AT 18

Landmark Moment In Bundesliga: Union Berlin Appoint
Female Head Coach Marie-Louise Eta For Men's Team

A

Ayush Mhatre Becomes First 'Retired Out' Batter
Of IPL 2026 After Scoring 59 Off 36 Balls

DC VS CSK
CSK WON BY 23 RUNS

IPL 2026: Salt, Patidar power-hitting help 
RCB post 240/4 against Mumbai Indians

Mumbai, April 12 : Phil Salt, 
Virat Kohli, and skipper Rajat 
Patidar scored contrasting half-
centuries as defending champions 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
smashed 240/4 against Mumbai 
Indians in Match 20 of the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2026 at the 
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on 
Sunday. It was fireworks all 
around as Salt (78 off 36 balls) and 
Patidar (53 off 20) put on a brilliant 
display of power-hitting while 
Kohli struggled to a pedestrian 50 
off 38 balls. After the Mumbai 
Indians had pulled things back, 
Tim David provided a late boost 
with a 16-ball 34 as RCB made the 
most of the batting-friendly condi-
tions to post a challenging total, 
and set a record chase for five-time 
winners Mumbai Indians. Asked 
to bat first, Phil Salt came out with 
guns blazing as he and Virat Kohli 
raised 100 runs for the opening 
wicket stand. They scored 13 runs 
off Trent Boult's opening over, 
with Kohli blasting him for a six 
and Salt for a four.After steady 
scores off Hardik Pandya, Jasprit 
Bumrah, and Boult, Phil Salt wel-
comed Mitchell Santner by ham-
mering a hat-trick of sixes (first a 
heave over deep square leg, the 

next clubbed over wide long-on, 
and third smashed over deep 
square leg), followed by a four off 
his first four deliveries of the 
match, blasting 22 runs from the 
over.While Kohli scored at a sedate 
pace, Salt continued to operate in 
the third gear, hitting Mayank 
Markande for a hat-trick of bound-
aries as he raced to his fifty in 25 
balls. A six to celebrate his fifty off 
Markande in the eighth over 
meant Salt motored to 61 off just 27 
balls. He eventually fell to Shardul 
Thakur in the 11th over, hitting an 
easy catch straight to Pandya at 
extra cover. Salt scored 78 off 36 

balls, blasting half a dozen fours 
and sixes on the way. But there 
was no respite for the Mumbai 
Indians as Rajat Patidar took over 
the role of power-hitter. Starting 
with a four off Thakur, Patidar 
smashed a hat-trick of sixes off 
Markande in the 12th over. He 
smashed a six and a couple of fours 
off Thakur as they scored 23 runs 
off the 13th over and struck a four 
and six off Boult in the 1th over as 
he threatened to smash the record 
for the fastest fifty in IPL history, 
reaching 44 off 11 balls.Meanwhile, 
Kohli struggled to a sluggish fifty 
off 37 balls before Patidar blazed to 

his half-century from 16 balls, with 
a streaky four off Santner. Both 
Kohli and Patidar fell soon after 
completing their fifties, as the 
Mumbai Indians applied the 
brakes as the RCB fell from 185/1 
to 194/3 within eight balls. Kohli 
ended his misery by holing out to 
Suryakumar Yadav at long-on off 
Pandya for 50 (38 balls, 5x4, 1x6) 
while Patidar fell to Santner, 
attempting to shank him over long-
on but miscuing it to Tilak Varma. 
Patidar hammered four boundar-
ies and five maximums in his 
20-ball 53.

Things went a bit quiet after 
that, though Tim David blasted 
Pandya for a six off a free hit and 
helped them score fifty runs in the 
last five overs. David remained 
unbeaten on 34 off 16 balls, reached 
with a six off the last ball bowled 
by Boult, as RCB, who were threat-
ening to go beyond 250 after reach-
ing 115/0 at the halfway mark and 
201/3 in 17.

Brief scores:
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 

240/4 in 20 overs (Phil Salt 78, 
Rajat Patidar 53, Virat Kohli 50, 
Tim David 34 not out; Shardul 
Thakur 1-32, Hardik Pandya 1-39) 
against Mumbai Indians.
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y d e r a b a d - b a s e d
actress Saanve
Megghana shared
a striking set of

photos dressed in a
sleek black halter-
neck gown with a
side bow detail.
The floor-
length silhou-
ette is clean
and fitted,
styled with
chunky silver
bangles and
statement ear-
rings. One shot
captures her from
behind in black and
white, adding a moody,
editorial feel to the whole
set.

Saanve has been around
Telugu cinema since 2019,
mostly in smaller and sup-

porting roles. She
g o t

n o t i c e d
through Pitta

Kathalu on Netflix and
had a role in Pushpaka

Vimanam. Most recently
she made her Tamil debut
with Kudumbasthan in
2025 and was also seen in
Tuk Tuk. She has another
Tamil project in the
pipeline too.
She is not a leading lady
yet, but these pictures
show she is clearly putting
effort into building her
public image off screen.
The dark gown, bold acces-
sories and confident poses
make for a decent photo-
shoot. For someone still
finding her footing in the
industry, it is a smart
move to stay visible and
keep the social media
engagement going
between projects.

Saanve Goes Dark And
Dramatic In Black

ods and Soldiers’ is
a prestigious
Tamil–Telugu bilin-
gual film produced

by Rough Note
Production. The film has
completed shooting and
is currently progressing
rapidly with post-produc-
tion work. Directed by
noted filmmaker and cin-
ematographer Vijay
Milton, the movie is
shaping up as a commer-
cial mass entertainer and
has already created pre-
release buzz.
The team has released a
video titled “TRAISER,”
which was unveiled by
sensational director
Harish Shankar through
his social media plat-
form. The teaser is
attracting attention with
its mix of mass elements,
emotions, and action
sequences.
On this occasion, direc-
tor Vijay Milton said,
“We thank director
Harish Shankar for
releasing our TRAISER
and encouraging us. This
film, made on a grand
scale with an emotional
backdrop, will offer a cin-
ematic experience blend-
ing realistic storytelling
with commercial ele-
ments. Talented actors
will be seen in new
avatars. Aari Arujunan
will appear as a police
officer for the first time.
Raj Tarun is making his
Tamil debut with this
film, while Bharath plays
a key emotional role.
Amu Abhirami and
Kishore will be seen in

important roles.”
He added that the entire
team worked hard physi-
cally and emotionally for
the film. As a special
attraction, independent
music artist Vedan will
also be seen in an impor-
tant role. Known for his
unique voice and socially
relevant songs, Vedan’s
presence adds cultural

and musical depth to the
film. The movie has been
shot extensively in vari-
ous locations and is cur-
rently in post-produc-
tion. Produced by Rough
Note Production, the film
is being made as a blend
of action, emotion, and
social elements to appeal
to both Tamil and Telugu
audiences.

SENSATIONAL DIRECTOR
HARISH SHANKAR RELEASES

‘GODS AND SOLDIERS’ TRAISER
Sriram and Mahima Gupta
are the hero and heroines of
the movie "Chintamani
Sontakatha". This film is

being produced by director Prem
Raj. Mitra Movie Makers B. Rajeev
Kumar, Rakesh Karre, Dr. NV Rao
and Srinivas are producing
Kumalleti. Today, the opening cere-
mony of this movie was held at
Hyderabad Ramanaidu Studio with
pooja programs. MLC, Government
Chief Whip Dr. Addanki Dayakar,
Telangana Council for Higher
Education Vice Chairman
Professor Purushottam were the
chief guests in the event. Dr.
Dayakar gave a clap to the mirror,
GHMC retired Assistant
Commissioner Vandana Kumar
switched the camera. Social activist
Dr. Srinivas directed the first shot.
Actor Kashi Vishwanath and
writer Nivas together handed over
the script to the director. On this
occasion Producer B. Rajeev
Kumar said - We are producing the
film "Chintamani Sontakatha" as
the second film under our Mitra
Movie Makers banner. Director
Prem Raj tells us a good story.
Believing in the strong content of
the story, we decided to make the
film. Hero heroines Sriram and
Mahima Gupta are perfect for our
movie. We have decided to do a film
every year under our banner. Said.
Producer Dr.NV Rao said - My
friends and I have established
Mitra Movie Makers with the inten-
tion of making films that give a
good message to the audience. I am
happy to produce the film
"Chinthamani Sonthakatha" with
an experienced director like Prem
Raj. We will complete this film as
soon as possible and release it. Said.
Producer Rakesh Karre said-
"Chintamani own story" means CS

K.  Like IPL CSK, our movie will be
successful. Director Prem Raj is
making this film with a good crime
thriller story. Good songs are
impressive. Lyricist Mittapalli
Surender said - I am happy to get an
opportunity to write songs with
Suddala Ashok Teja and Chandra
Bose in this film. It is a film with
good emphasis on songs.I am writ-
ing a song in this movie. We want
you all to support our movie. Said.

Director Prem Raj said - This is my
fourth film as a director. The three
films I have done in the past are
message oriented. Now as the
fourth film, I am doing this film
with a crime thriller story in a com-
mercial style. Though a crime
thriller, it has good drama between
husband and wife. There are emo-
tional scenes. The film is being
made targeting the youth. We are
designing according to the current

trend. The audience will feel the
movie in a new way.  This is a
straight movie in Telugu and Hindi
languages. We will dub in Tamil,
Malayalam and Kannada. Our four
producers are standing like four pil-
lars and producing this movie.
Heroine Mahima Gupta is well
known for this movie. Hero Sriram
is like the cover of our movie. As
soon as he heard the story, he
offered to do this film. We hope that
we will have the cooperation of all
of you. Heroine Mahima Gupta said
- This is my first film in Telugu.
Thanks to the director and produc-
ers for giving me the opportunity to
act in this movie. Happy to get an
opportunity to act opposite Sriram.
I hope Telugu audience will support
me with this movie. Actor Kashi
Vishwanath said- Prem Raj is my
friend. I know this story. Very good
story. I am playing a character in
this film. Along with crime thriller,
suspense and family drama ele-
ments are impressive. Hero Sriram
said - Like our director Prem Raj, I
think every film is my first film.
The movie "Chintamani Sonta
Katha" will be a hit movie for Mitra
Movie Makers. They should make
more movies. Everyone should be
given work. All the team are pas-
sionate and want to make a good
movie. The film is a 'meaningful
crime thriller' with twists, emo-
tions and action. We are going to
give you a movie that you all will
like. Our heroine Mahima got the
title role in the first film. Telugu
audience appreciates anyone who
has talent and strives. We want all
your support for our film. Said.In
this program, Founder President of
Telugu Television Federation
Nagabala Suresh Kumar, President
of Telugu Television Federation
Nani,Others participated

GHANANGA "CHINTHAMANI
SONTHAKATHA" MOVIE LAUNCH

G

he makers of
Karmastalam have
unveiled a striking
new poster featuring

Arvind Krishna, and it
instantly draws viewers
into a mystical, jungle-
bound world where myth,
power, and raw human grit
converge.
In the poster, Arvind
Krishna appears in a fierce
warrior avatar, his muscu-
lar frame marked with
blood and dust, while his
expression reflects steely
determination. Holding a
glowing divine staff in one
hand and gripping a thick
vine in the other, he looks
like a force summoned from
an ancient legend. Behind
him looms a giant stone
creature with luminous
emerald eyes, adding a
layer of supernatural
intrigue to the visual. The
swirling leaves, flowing
river, and dense forest back-

drop hint at an epic narra-
tive shaped by destiny and
the forces of nature. It is

easily one of Arvind
Krishna’s most powerful
looks on screen so far.

Directed by Rocky Sherman
and presented by Roy
Films, Karmastalam
appears set to build an
intense myth-adventure
world. The newly released
poster strengthens that
impression further, offering
the look of Arvind
Krishna’s intense physical
preparation, that add scale
and visual excitement to the
film.
Produced by Roy Films,
with music by Sai Karthik,
the film is gearing up for a
grand multilingual release
in Telugu, Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada, and Malayalam.
With each new reveal rais-
ing anticipation,
Karmastalam is shaping up
to be a visually rich and
high-intensity cinematic
spectacle. The film is cur-
rently in the final stages of
production, and the team is
preparing to bring this epic
tale to theatres soon.

ARVIND KRISHNA’S INTENSE
KARMASTALAM POSTER UNVEILED

ctor Kiran
Abbavaram is encour-
aging new talent
through his banner

KA Productions in
association
w i t h

Sumaira
S t u d i o s ,
producing the film
“Thimmarajupalli TV.” Teja
Velpucharla is serving as co-
producer. With this film, Sai
Tej and Veda Jalandharr are
being introduced as the lead
actors, while V. Muniraju is
making his debut as a direc-

tor. Set against a village
backdrop, the movie is a
period drama and is gearing
up for a grand theatrical
release on April 17th. Today,

the song “Gopala Gopala”
f r o m

“Thimmarajupalli
TV” was released.
The lyrics are
written by
Sanare, music is
composed by
V a m s i k a n t h

Rekhana, and the
song is sung by

Meghana Naidu. The
song beautifully reflects

on the strange happenings of
the modern age (Kaliyuga),
appealing to Lord Govinda
in a soulful manner. The
beautiful line gives it a devo-
tional yet thought-provok-
ing tone, blending emotion
and philosophy.

Gopala Gopala song has been
released from Thimmarajupalli TV,
produced by hero Kiran Abbavaram
under the banners of KA Productions
in association with Sumaira Studios

amyuktha Menon
has been one of
Tollywood’s most
talked-about

actresses, and her latest
mirror selfies are break-
ing the internet all over
again. Known for her girl-
next-door charm and pow-
erful screen presence, she
has built a massive fan
base across Telugu, Tamil,
and Malayalam cinema.
And now, off-screen, she is
proving she is just as cap-
tivating. In these jaw-
dropping photos,
Samyuktha stuns in a
form-fitting ribbed black
cutout dress that hugs
every curve perfectly. The
deep plunge neckline and
the bold waist cutout add
just the right amount of
edge and drama. 

Samyuktha Menon’s Cutout Dress
Reveals What Words Never Could
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Actor
Kiran Abbavaram

is encouraging new tal-
ent through his banner KA
Productions in association
with Sumaira Studios, pro-

ducing the film
“Thimmarajupalli

TV.”

H

Hyderabad-
based actress Saanve

Megghana shared a strik-
ing set of photos dressed in
a sleek black halter-neck

gown with a side bow
detail. 


