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RAHUL TO ADDRESS
THREE ELECTION RALLIES
IN BENGAL TODAY

Siliguri (TSIT) Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will arrive in West
Bengal on Tuesday to campaign for
the ongoing Assembly elections, a
party leader said on Monday.
Addressing a press conference
here, Congress spokesperson
Charan Singh Sapra said Gandhi
will begin his campaign with a pub-
lic meeting at Samserganj in
Murshidabad district, followed by a
rally at Chanchal in Malda district.
He will depart after addressing a
meeting in Raiganj of Uttar
Dinajpur district. During the press
meet, Sapra also launched a sharp
attack on the ongoing ‘Special
Intensive Revision’ (SIR) of the
electoral rolls in West Bengal.

SC REFUSES TO

QUASH LAND-FOR-JOBS
CASE AGAINST LALU
PRASAD YADAV

New Delhi (TSIT): The Supreme Court
on Monday declined to quash the CBI
FIR and charge sheets against RJD chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav in connection with
the alleged land-for-jobs scam.A bench
of Justices M.M. Sundresh and N.
Kotiswar Singh, while disposing of
Yadav’s plea challenging the Delhi High
Court order refusing to quash the cor-
ruption case, granted him liberty to
raise legal objections during trial and
exempted him from personal appear-
ance before the trial court.

Asha Bhosle cremated «with full state honours
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women’s quota with delimitation

Hyderabad (TSIT): Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday strongly
opposed the Centre’s move to
link the Women’s Reservation
Bill with the proposed delimita-
tion of constituencies, warning
that it could lead to political
injustice for southern and
smaller states.Addressing a
press meet, he said women’s
reservation and delimitation
are separate issues and should
not be combined. He alleged
that linking the two was a strat-
egy to delay implementation of
reservations for women and
create confusion.

Revanth Reddy stated that
the Congress has consistently

CM Naidu pushes deregulation
to fast-track industries

supported women’s empower-
ment, recalling that the
Women’s Reservation Bill had
earlier been passed in the Rajya
Sabha but could not be cleared
in the Lok Sabha. While sup-
porting the 2023 bill, he criti-
cised the Centre for delaying its
implementation by tying it to
future Census and delimitation
exercises.He demanded imme-
diate implementation of wom-
en’s reservation in the existing
Lok Sabha and Assembly con-
stituencies, stating that nearly
181 women could have been
elected if the policy had been
enforced in the 2024 elections.
On delimitation, the Chief
Minister cautioned that basing

seat allocation solely on popula-
tion would unfairly penalise
southern states that successful-
ly implemented family plan-
ning. He warned that such a
move could widen the political
gap between North and South
India and weaken the represen-
tation of states like Telangana.

Expressing concern over
reports of a possible 50%
increase in parliamentary
seats, he said absolute numbers
matter more than percentages,
and any disproportionate
increase for northern states
would dilute the voice of south-
ern regions.Proposing a bal-
anced approach, Revanth
Reddy suggested a hybrid

model where additional seats
are allocated partly on a pro-
rata basis and partly based on
states’ contribution to Gross
State  Domestic  Product
(GSDP).

He also called for wider con-
sultations, including an all-par-
ty meeting, expert discussions,
and debates in state assemblies
and Parliament before any
final decision on delimitation.

Reiterating his commitment
to social justice and federal bal-
ance, the Chief Minister said
Telangana would work with
other southern and smaller
states to oppose any move that
undermines their political rep-
resentation.

/thesouthindiatimes.yahoo.in
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Congress alleges govt using
Women’s Reservation as cover to
push Delimitation agenda

New Delhi (TSIT) The
Congress on Monday accused
the BJP-led government under
Narendra Modi of attempting
tousethe Women’s Reservation
law as a “cover” to push
through delimitation and side-
step the demand for a caste
census, alleging that the move
was being carried out in a hur-
ried and “undemocratic” man-
ner. Addressing a press con-
ference, party spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said, “Don’t
try to hide behind the Women’s
Reservation,” asserting that
the issue of reserving seats for
women had already been set-
tled when Parliament unani-
mously passed the legislation
in September 2023.She claimed
the government’s “real inten-
tion” now was to move ahead
with delimitation while avoid-
ing a caste-based census.
Shrinate pointed out that
the law had linked the imple-
mentation of women’s reserva-
tion to the completion of a fresh
census and subsequent delimi-
tation exercise, a move she
said the opposition had object-
ed to at the time. She noted that
Congress leaders, including
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Congress
Parliamentary Party chairper-

son Sonia Gandhi, had
demanded immediate imple-
mentation of the quota without
such preconditions so that
women could benefit from it as
early as the 2024 general elec-
tions.

Questioning the govern-
ment’s timing, Shrinate
asked, “What has changed in
the last thirty months? Why
this change of heart?” She
alleged that the Centre was
now prioritising delimita-
tion and attempting to
“escape” the caste census
debate, recalling that the
Prime Minister had previ-
ously criticised proponents
of caste enumeration.

SIR ‘major issue’ for Bengal polls, people firm
on throwing intiltrators out of state: Shah

Bardhaman district’s

state.Speakingto PTI Videos
at his roadshow in Paschim

Durgapur, Shah said the
responsibility for the politi-
cal violence in Bengal lies
only with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
nephew, Abhishek
Banerjee, who is the TMC’s
general secretary.

Amaravati (TSIT):
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N.Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday direct-
ed officials to simplify
policies and procedures
to expedite the setting up
of industries, as part of
the Union government’s
Deregulation Phase-2 ini-
tiative.During a review
meeting with a central
delegation led by Sandeep
Poundrik, the Chief
Minister stressed the
need to eliminate outdat-
ed laws and reduce regu-
latory burdens to create a
more business-friendly
environment.

Officials informed that
23 priority items across
seven departments have
been completed under
Phase-1, while 28 areas
have been identified

under Phase-2. Of 47 rec-
ommendations, 18 have
already been implement-
ed, with a target to com-
plete the rest by May 31.
Naidu called for a drastic
reduction in compliance
requirements—from
over 800 to below 100—
and sought to bring down
the number of licenses to
single digits. He also
directed that the current
82 approvals required for
businesses be reduced to
57 in phases, while build-
ing and occupancy
approvals should be cut
from 30 to 18.
Emphasising efficien-
cy, he proposed measures
such as promoting third-
party inspections, elimi-
nating duplicate licens-
ing systems, granting
lifetime validity for regis-

at Mumbai’s iconic Shivaji Park

Mumbai, April 13 : The cur-
tains fell on a golden era of
Indian music as the legendary
playback singer Asha Bhosle
was cremated with full state
honours on Monday at
Mumbai’s iconic Shivaji Park.

'Asha Tai', as she was affec-
tionately known, passed away
on Sunday, April 12, at the age
of 92 due to multi-organ failure
following a cardiac arrest. She
had been admitted to Breach
Candy Hospital a day earlier as
she was suffering from extreme
exhaustion and a chest infec-
tion. The Maharashtra govern-
ment accorded the veteran
singer a state funeral, a tribute
reserved for those who have

Trump warns Iran

amid US naval

blockade in Strait DURGAPUR  (TSIT):

of Hormuz Union Home Minister Amit
trations, and introducing Shah on Monday said the
simplified, state-specific SIR of electoral rolls is a
fire safety norms. He also “major issue” in the upcom-
instructed that the entire ing West Bengal assembly
approval process be polls, and stated that the
made fully online. people have resolved to

The Chief Minister throw infiltrators out of the

said the reforms should
reduce the time required Washington/Tehran

to establish industries by
at least 40 per cent. He
also stressed faster land
allocation in industrial
parks, creation of a sin-
gle nodal agency for
approvals, and simplifi-
cation across sectors like
environment, power,
tourism, education, and
health.

He added that plat-
forms like Mee Seva,
Single Desk Portal, and
WhatsApp Governance
(Mana Mitra) would be
leveraged to ensure
seamless service deliv-
ery.Sandeep Poundrik
appreciated Andhra
Pradesh’s proactive
approach, stating that
the state is ahead of cen-
tral recommendations
and expressing confi-
dence in successful
implementation of Phase-
2 reforms within the
timeline.

Lucknow

(TSIT): US President Donald
Trump on Monday issued a
stern warning to Iran, stat-
ing that any Iranian vessels
approaching American
naval forces would be “imme-
diately eliminated” follow-
ing the enforcement of a new

maritime blockade.
The United States Navy has
reportedly established a

blockade covering Iranian
ports and coastal areas,
including the strategically
vital Strait of Hormuz, mark-
ing a sharp escalation despite
an existing ceasefire frame-
work between Washington
and Tehran. In a post on
Truth Social, Trump claimed
that Iran’s navy had been
“completely  obliterated,”
alleging that 158 vessels were
destroyed. He said smaller
fast-attack boats, previously
not considered a major threat,
would now be targeted if they
approached US forces.

Women participation increasing
in sports: Rajnath Singh

(TSIT)

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday wel-
comed the increased par-
ticipation of women in
sports, hoping that the
MP Khel Mahakumbh
organised here will fur-

ther strengthen the sport-  effort is to further expand
ing culture in Lucknow  the sporting facilities in
and across Uttar Pradesh. ~ Lucknow city,” he said.
Addressing the sportsper- ~ The Defence Minister

sons, Rajnath Singh said,
“Lucknow has always

said today that modern
sports infrastructure is

made monumental contribu-
tions to the nation.The ceremo-
ny mirrored the farewell given
to her elder sister, the late Lata
Mangeshkar, at the same his-
toric ground.Her mortal
remains were kept at her resi-

dence in Lower Parel, from
11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. to allow
fans and celebrities to pay their
last respects.Thousands of
emotional fans lined the streets
of Mumbai as the funeral pro-
cession made its way to Dadar.

been known for its rich
sporting culture. It is
with the very objective of
further developing this
sporting culture here that
the MP Khel Mahakumbh
has been initiated.”“My

also being developed near
villages. Even in the far-
flung areas of the coun-
try, better grounds, mod-
ern stadiums, and mod-
ern training facilities are
now being built.
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TG GOVT COMMITTED TO COMPREHENSIVE
DEVELOPMENT OF ADIVASIS AND TRIBALS

Hyderabad TSIT: A.
Revanth Reddy affirmed
that the Telangana
Government is fully com-
mitted to the comprehen-
sive development of
Adivasis, tribal commu-
nities, and agency areas
across the state, with a
strong focus on address-
ing infrastructure gaps
and long-pending issues.
A delegation of tribal and
Adivasi MLAs, led by
Seethakka,met the Chief
Minister at his Jubilee
Hills residence and sub-
mitted a memorandum
highlighting key develop-
mental concerns in trib-
al-dominated regions.
During the meeting

Chief Minister assured
the delegation that prior-
ity would be given to the
construction of check
dams in agency areas,
emphasizing that such
projects would help meet
both drinking water and
irrigation needs. He also
stated that the govern-
ment would ensure there
are no hurdles from the
Forest Department in
executing essential
works like check dams
and road construction,
and that necessary clear-
ances would be expedit-
ed. Responding positively
to another key demand,
the Chief Minister said
that steps would be taken

to allow Adivasi and trib-
al farmers to drill bore-
wells on the lands they
are currently cultivating.
The delegation raised
concerns over delays in
road repairs and new
road construction due to
objections from the
Forest Department.
Taking swift note, the
Chief Minister directed
officials to resolve such
issues at the earliest and
facilitate approvals with-
out unnecessary delays.
He further assured
that proposals to increase
the quota of ‘Indiramma’
housing in tribal areas
would be given due con-
sideration.
Strengthening of
Integrated Tribal
Development Agencies
(ITDAs) was also high-
lighted as a priority to
ensure better implemen-
tation of welfare pro-
grammes. Among those
present were MLAs
Vedma Bojju (Khanapur),
Payam Venkateswarlu
(Pinapaka), Dr. Murali
Naik (Mahabubabad),
and Rajya Sabha Member
Vem Narender Reddy.

Cyberabad CP leads ‘Arrive Alive’ road safety drive

Hyderabad: Cyberabad CP
Dr. M. Ramesh Reddy

launched the ‘Arrive
Alive’ campaign at
Gachibowli, urging

responsible driving and
strict adherence to traffic
rules.He emphasized hel-

met use for riders and pil-
lions, seat belts for all car

occupants, and warned
against overspeeding and
drunk driving. Stressing
defensive driving, he
advised motorists to stay
alert and follow speed lim-
its, especially near schools
and hospitals.

Commissioner Srijana Launches ‘Praja Vani’ to
Strengthen Public Grievance Redressal

Cyberabad TSIT:
Cyberabad  Municipal
Corporation
Commissioner Srijana has
launched the “Praja Vani”
programme to ensure
swift and transparent reso-
lution of public grievanc-
es, reinforcing the admin-
istration’s commitment to
citizen-centric gover-
nance.

The initiative provides a
dedicated platform for res-
idents to directly submit
their complaints to offi-
cials across departments.
On the first day of the pro-
gramme, a total of 54 griev-
ances were received, indi-
cating active public par-
ticipation.

Department-wise data
revealed that the Town

by the Authorized

! Firiisine Syndicate

Planning wing received
the highest number of
complaints (38), followed
by Engineering (ENC)
with 5, Sanitation with 4,
Revenue with 3, Sports
with 2, and one complaint
each in Business &
Investment and Finance &
Accounts departments.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner

Srijana emphasized that
the “Praja Vani” plat-
form is aimed at bridging
the gap between the pub-
lic and administration by
ensuring timely and
effective grievance
redressal. She directed
officials to prioritize
complaints and resolve
them within a stipulated
timeframe with complete
transparency.

Citizens raised issues
related to delays in approv-
als, sanitation concerns,
civic infrastructure, and
other municipal services.
Responding promptly, offi-
cials assured that all griev-
ances would be thoroughly
reviewed and necessary
action taken without
delay.

s ol i - O Y R c VSN BHONGIR BRANCH (0658) Opp : Municipal
Office, Station Raod, Bhongir - 508116

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Date & Time of Auction : 30.04.2026, 11:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. (with unlimited extension of 5 minutes
duration each till the conclusion of the sale) Last Date of Deposit of EMD is 29.04.2026, at 5:00 PM,

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properties under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (8) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable properté mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical possession of which has been taken

fficer of Bhongir Branch will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on
30.04.2026,, for recovery of Rs.55,24,503.19/- (Rupees Fifty Five Lakhs Twenty Four Thousand Five Hundred Three and
Nninteen Paise Only) (Contractual dues as on 24,11.2025) due to the Bhongir Branch of Canara Bank

Reserve price : Rs. 55,00,000/,

No Known Encumbrances o the Knowledge of the Bank.

Name of Address of the Borrower(s), & Guarantor (s) : Mrs Chinthakayala Indiramma, Wlo. Chinthakayala Sathyanarayana, and Co-
obligant : 1. Mr Chinthakayala Praveen Kumar, Sfo. Chinthakalaya Sathayanarayana, 2. Mr. Chinthayakayala Sai Kumar, Sfo.
Chinthakalaya Sathayanarayana, all are above addresses : H.No. 1-7-224/2, R.B. Nagar, Bhongir Town, Yadadri Bhuvangiri District
- 508116. M/s. Sri. Renuka Boutique, Prop : Ch. Indiramma
Details and full Description of the Property : All that the house bearing the number 2-5-147/4/9, Assessment No. 1040014302,
(Constructed on Northen part of the open plot in Sy.No.18) Consisting of Two floors : Ground Floor and First Floor, Ground Floor : Censist of
One Hall, One Kitchen Room, One Puja Room, Two Bed Rooms with Toilets and Open Place with RCC Roof areas 805 Sq fis, First Floor
Consist of Two Bed Rooms, Two Halls, Two Kitchens, Puja Room and Open Place with Toilets, with RCC Roof areas 805 Sq fis in all
admeasuring an area of 150 Sq Yards or equivalent to 125.4 Sq Meters, Total RCC Roof area 1610 Sq ft situated at Revenue village,
Bagayath Bhongir, included under the city Municipality Bhongir and the locality is known as Seetha Nagar, Bhongir Town and Mandal, Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri District within the limits of Bhongir Municipality and bounded by : North : Plot of Gopal Swamy, South : Southem Part of the
Open Plot of Vendor's, East : Plot of Venkat Reddy & Laxmi, West : 30" Wide Road  Note : Previous Sale Notice has Canceled

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) : Rs . 5,50,000/-

Auction will be held through online Portal : https:/lebkray.in/

EMD amount of 10% of the Reserve Price is to be deposited in E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (BAANKNET) portal directly or by generating the

challan therein to deposit the EMD through NEFTIRTGS in the account details as mentioned in the said challan

For Bidding Process manual, Bidder Registration and Payment of EMD Kindly Visit the Online Portal Website: hitps:https:llebkray.in/ Contact : 8291220220,

Email : support.ebkray@psballiance.com. For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link *E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website

(www.canarabank.com| or may contact Sri Mitin Raj Chief Manager, Canara Bank, Bhongir, Ph. No.7382932160 during office hours on any working day.
Date : 07.04.2026, Place : Bhongir

Sd/- Authorised Officer
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BRS Rebranding Won’t Help,
People Have Already Rejected
Them Fisheries Corporation
Chairman Mettu Saikumar

Hyderabad TSIT: Fisheries
Corporation Chairman
Mettu Saikumar launched
a sharp attack on the BRS
leadership, stating that
merely changing the par-
ty’s name back to TRS
would not revive its politi-
cal fortunes. Speaking at
Gandhi Bhavan, Saikumar
said that whether it is BRS
or TRS, the people of
Telangana have already
“given them VRS,” indicat-
ing a complete rejection of
the party by the .He
alleged that the
Kalvakuntla family repre-
sents a “family of conspira-
cies” and accused the pre-
vious regime of neglecting

Telangana martyrs, peo-
ple’s organizations, and
employee unions over the
past ten years.

Targeting K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR), he said that
despite projecting concern
for the public now, KTR
had failed to address even
the issues of his own party
leaders during the last

decade.Praising  Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, Saikumar

described him as a leader
with broad vision and
strong public connect. He
remarked that criticism
against the Chief Minister
would only backfire on
those making such
remarks.Saikumar further
stated that no matter what
kind of political outreach
programmes KTR under-
takes, including padyatras,
the people of Telangana
are unlikely to trust him
again.He asserted that the
current political mood in
the state clearly reflects a
lack of confidence among
the public towards KTR
and the BRS leadership.
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‘Arrive Alive’ launched as statewide
road safety movement

Hyderabad (TSIT): The
‘Arrive Alive’ road safety
initiative was launched
across Telangana as a
mass movement under the
“Praja Palana - Pragati
Pranalika” programme,
aiming to significantly
reduce road accidents and

save lives.

State Transport
Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar formally inau-
gurated the programme by
releasing a poster at the
Transport Department

office in Hyderabad. He
announced that from
April 13 to 18, joint inspec-
tions by police and trans-
port departments will be
conducted to strictly
enforce traffic rules.

The Minister stated
that Good Samaritans
assisting accident victims
during the ‘Golden Hour’
will be honoured with the
‘Rahaveer Award’ along
with Rs.25,000. He also
highlighted provisions
for free treatment up to
Rs.1.5 lakh for accident
victims, including in pri-
vate hospitals.

Senior officials includ-

ing Vikas Raj, Transport
Commissioner Ilambarthi,
and RTC MD Nagi Reddy
attended the launch.

Director General of
Police B. Shivdhar Reddy
led district-level pro-
grammes in Adilabad,
inaugurating initiatives
such as a traffic park for
students, counselling ses-
sions for minor drivers,
and the ‘Abhaya My Taxi
2.0 scheme covering
5,000 auto-rickshaws.
Eye camps and aware-
ness drives were also
conducted.

At the grassroots level,
Gram Panchayats passed
resolutions promoting hel-
met usage, adherence to

traffic rules, and preven-
tion of drunk driving.
Road Safety Clubs were
formed to identify acci-
dent-prone areas and pro-
vide first aid training.

Similar programmes
were held across districts
including Vikarabad,
Nizamabad, Sangareddy,
and Medak, with innova-
tive measures such as “No
Helmet — No Entry” rules
and awareness campaigns.

Officials stated that the
initiative will continue as
a people’s movement, com-
bining enforcement,
awareness, and communi-
ty participation to ensure
safer roads across the
state.
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Telangana RTC employees to
go on strike from April 22

Hyderabad, April 13

Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
(TGSRTC) employees have
decided to go on strike
from April 22 in support of
their demands. This was
announced by the Joint
Action Committee (JAC)
of the TGSRTC employees
on Monday. JAC leaders
said that, though they gave
notice of the strike on

March 13, there was no
response from the govern-
ment or the TGSRTC man-
agement.

They said the govern-
ment should take steps to
avert the strike.

JAC chairman Thomas
Reddy said they placed 32
demands before the gov-
ernment and the manage-
ment.

Key demands include

merging RTC with the
state government, con-
ducting elections for
labour unions, and ensur-
ing salaries and benefits
on par with those of gov-
ernment employees.

The strike may disrupt
public transport across
Telangana. Over 6,000
buses were likely to go off
the roads, affecting over 60
lakh passengers across the
state every day.

The JAC made the
announcement even as the
transport minister
Ponnam Prabhakar
appealed to the employees
not to go on strike.

He stated that the issue
of Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation’s
merger with the govern-
ment is under consider-
ation by a committee.

“Come home sate,” says Warangal
CP, urges road safety

WARANGAL, April 13,
TSIT : Warangal Police
Commissioner said that
motorists traveling in
vehicles should follow the
traffic rules and come
home safely..Your family
members will be waiting
for your arrival.

As a part of the 99-day
activity of the "Praja
Governance Praghati
Plan" the state govern-
ment has organized a pro-
gramme to create aware-
ness among the public

about road safety and traf-
fic rules.
Warangal Police

Commissioner was the
chief guest at the Gram
Sabha organized under
Elkaturthi Police in

Elkaturthi Mandal
Chintalapalli village as
part of the Alive “Alive"
programme from 13th to
till 18th of this April.

On this occasion,
Warangal Police
Commissioner, Central
Zone DCP Dhara Kavitha
organized a bike rally in
Chinthalapalli village to
educate motorists so that
every two-wheeler rider
wears a helmet.

The local police officers
enlivened the villagers of
participated in a bike rally
with two-wheelers from
the village.

Later, the Police
Commissioner participat-
ed in the Gram Sabha
organized by the Gram

LEADERS PAY TRIBUTE TO SRIPADA
RAO ON DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Hyderabad:
Leaders paid trib-
utes to Duddilla
Sripada Rao on his
death anniversary,
recalling his contri-
bution to Telangana
politics.

Errabelli Swarna
said Sripada Rao
was known for his
honesty and dedica-
tion, rising from a
sarpanch to
Speaker of the united
Andhra Pradesh
Assembly.

Floral tributes were
offered at Gandhi Bhavan,

with leaders highlighting
his role in developing
Manthani constituency
and his close connect with
people.

Panchayat Office and
addressed the villagers.

Every motorist should
drive cautiously while
driving, first of all it is
dangerous for motorists to
drink and drive while talk-
ing on cell phones.

A two-wheeler rider
must wear a helmet and
ride the vehicle properly,
and in the event of an acci-
dent by wearing a helmet,
the helmet will protect you
from the burden of the
accident.

Also, youth should not
drive vehicles at high
speed and get killed, many
families end up on the
streets due to road acci-
dents.

These road accidents
are a source of tears for
many parents and every
motorist should drive
carefully.

The CP informed that
they should be aware of
the traffic rules and follow
them.

Chinthalapalli Village
has passed a resolution in
the Gram Sabha that the
motorists must wear hel-
mets properly or else they
will not be allowed to enter
the village.

Telangana

Stop “dark deals” against
farmers: Rajanala Srihari

Warangal: Greater
Warangal Congress
Working President

Rajanala Srihari demand-
ed that alleged “dark
deals” affecting farmers
be withdrawn immediate-
ly.Speaking at the Kisan
Nyaya Satyagraha
Deeksha organised by

Youth Congress, he
accused the Centre of
neglecting farmers and
warned of nationwide pro-
tests if issues are not
addressed.

Several Youth Congress
leaders and activists par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme.

WE SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
INDIRA MAHILA SHAKTI SCHEMES.

Suryapet (TSIT): District
Additional Collector K.
Seetharama Rao said that
the medals being given to
women's groups by the
state government through
the Indira Mahila Shakti
program should be used as
a form of Sadhvi Yoga. On
Monday, at the Integrated
Collectorate Office
Conference Hall, the
District Rural Development
Organization, Search, and
the Housing Department
jointly organized the train-
ing provided by the
National Academy of
Constructions (NAAC) and
the beneficiaries were
given certificates by the
Additional Collector.
Speaking on this occasion,
the Additional Collector

explained that the state
government has decided to
make members partners in
the construction  of
Indiramma houses and pro-
vide them with additional
livelihood. He explained
that family members of
women's groups who are
knowledgeable in centering
work will be identified
through Search and trained
by NAAC. He said that the
aim is to provide bank
loans to 30 trained benefi-
ciaries with the support of
the government, set up a
centering unit, and provide
them with centering work
for Indiramma houses
through the Housing
Department, thereby pro-
viding them with job oppor-
tunities.

CENSUS TELANGANA STATE DIRECTOR BHARATHI HOLLIKERI.

Mahabubabad (TSIT)
Telangana State Director
of Census Bharathi
Hollikeri said that the
house enumeration pro-
cess to be undertaken as
part of the census should
be conducted transparent-
ly. A review meeting was
held with the collectors
and additional collectors
of all districts through
video conference from
Hyderabad on Monday on
the arrangements for con-
ducting the house enu-
meration program.
Speaking on this occasion,
the State Director said
that the house enumera-
tion process to be conduct-

ed from May 11 as part of
the census program
should be conducted
transparently without any
room for mistakes. He
said that house list blocks
should be prepared as part
of the process, enumera-
tors and supervisors
should be appointed, and
training programs should

be completed at the man-
dal level. He said that the
officials should monitor
the process at the field
level without any mis-
takes and that they will
help in providing govern-
ment welfare schemes to
the eligible people accord-
ing to the house census
and census list.

Godavarikhani Student Prarthana
Rathi Secures State Second Rank

Mancherial, April 13:
Prarthana Rathi, a student
from Godavarikhani, has
secured the second rank in
the Telangana
Intermediate Second Year
examinations by scoring
an impressive 991 marks.
Currently pursuing her
studies at a private college
in Hyderabad, Prarthana
has demonstrated consis-
tent academic excellence,
having earlier secured the
state first rank in her
Intermediate First Year.
Though she aspired to
top the state again this
year, her second rank with

991 marks reflects remark-
able dedication, hard
work, and determination.
She expressed her commit-
ment to striving harder in
the future to achieve her
goals.Her achievement
has brought immense
pride to her family and
teachers, who have con-
tinuously supported and
encouraged her. Local
residents and members
of the Maheshwari com-
munity also congratulat-
ed her, stating that her
success would inspire
many students to excel in
academics.
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State Second Rank Holder Srivennela
Mudhiraj Felicitated by MEPA Leaders

Hyderabad/Nalgonda, April 13: State-level
second rank holder Jinkala Srivennela
Mudhiraj was felicitated by prominent lead-
ers under the aegis of MEPA (Mudiraj
Employees and Professionals Association
Telangana) on Monday.Srivennela, daughter
of Jinkala Madhu Mudhiraj and Jyothi from
Anumula mandal in Nalgonda district,
secured an impressive 468 out of 470 marks in
the Intermediate First Year examinations,

achieving the State Second Rank.On the occa-
sion, Malkajgiri MP and former Minister
Etela Rajender Mudhiraj, Legislative Council
Deputy Chairman Banda Prakash Mudhiraj,
Mudhiraj Corporation Chairman Borra
Gyaneshwar Mudiraj, and High Court
Advocate D.L. Pandu Mudiraj congratulated
the student and appreciated her dedication
and excellence.The leaders
Srivennela with a shawl and bouquet, laud-
ing her achievement as a matter of pride for
the community. They emphasized that educa-
tion is the key to empowerment and urged

honoured

students to draw inspiration from her suc-
cess.Speaking at the programme, MEPA
Founder State President Puli Devender
Mudhiraj said the association is committed
to supporting education and employment
opportunities for talented students from
underprivileged backgrounds and appealed
to the government to extend further assis-
tance. leaders also appreciated the role of
DRS & BN Reddy Narayana Junior College,
particularly Dr.Ranjith Reddy, for nurturing
the student’s talent. Srivennela’s parents
were also felicitated on the occasion.

Congress Leaders Strongly Rebut BRS Allegations
Against Minister Seethakka

Hyderabad TSIT: Congress
leaders have strongly con-
demned the allegations
made by BRS leaders
against Minister Seethakka,
calling them baseless and
politically motivated. They
asserted that while raising
public issues is the respon-
sibility of the opposition,
resorting to false propagan-
da against ministers is

unacceptable.
Congress General
Secretary Chanagani

Dayakar warned that the
party would not tolerate the
spread of false narratives
and misleading reports. He
urged the opposition to
focus on genuine public con-
cerns instead of targeting
individuals with unverified
claims.Congress  official
spokesperson Indira
Shobhan criticized attempts
to tarnish the image of
Minister Seethakka, an
Adivasi leader, by leveling

FOR ADVERTISMENT
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corruption allegations. She
questioned whether the
BRS was ready for a CBI
inquiry into alleged irregu-
larities in phone procure-
ment during its own tenure.

Responding to allegations
of a 30 crore scam circulat-
ed by BRS on social media,
Indira Shobhan stated that
legal notices had already
been served to the party
leadership. She alleged that
the accusations were driven
by political vendetta, espe-
cially after Minister
Seethakka gave a strong
rebuttal to BRS leader K.T.
Rama Rao in the Assembly.

mentioned in the said demand notices.

this 07th day of April 2026,

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrowers and the public in general that the undersignedhas taken Symbolic
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred
on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said Rules, on

Congress leader Charan
Kaushik Yadav challenged
BRS leaders to present evi-
dence if they had any, and
warned against continu-
ing false propaganda. He
also demanded that BRS
first respond to questions
raised by Kalvakuntla
Kavitha.Congress leaders
maintained that BRS was
unable to digest the devel-
opmental initiatives being
undertaken by Minister
Seethakka in the Women
and Child Welfare
Department and was there-
fore resorting to baseless
allegations.

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

E Registered Office:
b SHH'HAM Industrial Estate
L

ri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase,

e, Guindy, Chennai-600032

. Administrative office:6th Floor{level 2), Building No.Q2,

RIEIR Aurum a parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road,
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited,
(Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance
Company Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name
Changed as Shriram Finance Limited, by it's Incorporation Certificate dt.
30-11-2022) a corporate body registered and incorporated as a company under the
Indian companies Act 18586, is doing Non-Banking financial activities, having its
Registered Office: Sri Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy,
Chennai - 600 032 and having its administrative office at 6th Floor (level 2), Building
No.Q2, Aurum Q Parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-
400710, under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to
the Borrowers details of which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount

Borrower Name and Address

Amount due as per

Moh d.Yousuf Mohiuddi

R/O. Hno
2. Mohammed.Salahuddin,
Business, R/O. Hno

9949835802,

500069 Ph : 9347533085,

. S/O Moh d.| p
Salahuddin, Aged About 32 Years , Occ: Work Shop Business,
16-3-994/B Govt Press Read,Chanchalguda,
Malakpet, Hyderabad Pin : 500024, Ph : 9347595251,

S/0 Late Mohammed.| Seven Lakh Fifty
Shamshuddin, Aged About 57 Years |,
16-3-994/8 Govt Press Road,
Chanchalguda, Malakpet, Hyderabad Pin :

3. Nuzhath.Khatoon, WO Md.Abdul Hafeez Khan, Aged
About 49 Years , Occ: Govt Employee(Teacher),R/O.Hno:16-2-
887/A/17 Jeevan Yaar Jung Colony.Near Masjid, Saidabad, Hyderabad, Pin :

........Barrowers/Co-borrower

d Notice
Rs.27,55,971/-
{Rupees Twenty

Oce: Work Shop|  Five Thousand
Nine Hundread
and Seventy One

only)

500024 Ph

s/Legal heirs

: C.C.Road, WEST : Neighbours House.

Description of Property: SHEDULE OF PROPARTY :
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that the House Property bearing Mo.16-3-994,994/8, 984/8/1,994/B/2 & 994/B/3 Admg
540 Sq.Yards situated at Malakpet,Jail Road Hyderabad and bounded as follows :
NORTH: Meighbours and Masjid, SOUTH : House of Dr.Osman Quasim Ali Khan, EAST

VIKRBETF1903260003-

This notice iz also hereby to caution the general public at large that the authorized offi-
cer of SFL is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable property mentioned
herein above and the Borrowers or any person shall not after receipt of this notice trans-
fer by way of sale, lease or otherwise deal with/ alienate any of the above mentioned
secured assets referred to in this notice, without prior written consent of SFL.

Place: Malakpet,Hyderabad
Date: 07.04.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Shriram Finance Limited
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"Arrive Alive" road safety awareness programmes under
the auspices of Warangal Police Commissionerate

WARANGAL, April 13, TSIT
: As a part of the 99-day activ-
ity of the 'Prajapalana-
Pragati Plan', which is being
ambitiously implemented
by the state government
under the auspices of the
Warangal Police
Commissionerate, "Arrive
Alive" road safety aware-
ness programmes are being
organized from 13th to 18th

of  this month in
Hanumakonda, Warangal
and Janagama districts.

In this context, an aware-

Chittumalla Srinivas as

ness programme was orga-
nized at Kaloji Kalakshetram
in Hanumakonda on
Monday. MLC Baswaraju
Saraiah, Warangal Police
Commissioner  Sanpreet
Singh, Hanumakonda
District Collector Chahat
Bajpai were the chief guests
of the programme.

Warangal District
Collector Dr Satya Sharada
and Kuda Chairman
Venkatrami Reddy attended
and started the programme
by lighting the Jyoti.

COLLECTOR ADARSH SURABHI

After that, speaking on
the importance of road safe-
ty, she advised to strictly
follow the traffic rules and
drive responsibly.

Police Kalajata,
Telangana Cultural Sarathi,
Kakatiya University stu-
dents' cultural programmes
organized on road safety
were impressive and created
awareness among people.
Earlier, the MLC, Police
Commissioner and District
Collector visited the exhib-
its on road safety in various
stalls set up in the Kaloji
Kalakshetram  premises
under the auspices of the
Police and Transport
Departments.

DCPs Dhara Kavitha,
Ankit Kumar, Additional
Collectors  Sandhyarani,
Ravi, Additional DCP
Prabhakar Rao, Police,
Transport, Revenue depart-
ment officials, other con-
cerned department officials,
public  representatives,
councillors, Sarpanchs, col-
lege students,Others partici-
pated.

Prevention of road accidents is
possible with the efforts of people :
District Collector Satya Prasad

Jagityala, April 13, TSIT :
Controlling road accidents
as part of the 99-day action
plan of the Public
Governance Progress Plan
being ambitiously imple-
mented by the state govern-
ment. District Collector B.
Satya Prasad and District
SP Ashok Kumar said that
the "Arrive Alive" pro-
gramme is being conducted
widely throughout the dis-
trict from April 13 to 18 with
the aim of increasing the
sense of responsibility
towards traffic rules among
the people.

In an awareness pro-
gramme organized at the
Jagityala Old Bus Stand on
Monday, the District
Collector said that the
"Arrive Alive" programme
undertaken by the police
department to prevent road
accidents is commendable.

District SP Ashok Kumar
said that more people are
losing their lives due to road
accidents than any other
accident these days.

Strengthening road safety
systems from village level to
district level to significantly
reduce accidents;

Complaints and applications received from
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Srikakulam-Tirupati Humsafar
Express flagged oft

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) :
In a major boost to region-
al rail connectivity, the
weekly Humsafar Express
between Srikakulam
Road and Tirupati was
flagged off at Srikakulam
Road Railway Station by
Union Minister K. Ram
Mohan Naidu.

The inaugural event
was attended by MLAs K.
Ravi Kumar and G.
Shankar, Divisional
Railway Manager Lalit
Bohra, District Collector
Swapnil Dinakar, and
other dignitaries.
According to officials,
Train No. 17440 will depart
from Srikakulam Road
every Monday at 3:00 PM
starting April 13, 2026, and
reach Tirupati at 8:10 AM
on Tuesday. In the return
direction, Train No. 17439
will leave Tirupati every
Sunday at 4:55 PM from
April 19, arriving at

Vinod Kumar as the new

Srikakulam Road at 12:30
PM on Monday.The train
will halt at major stations
including Vizianagaram,
Anakapalli,
Rajahmundry,
Vijayawada, Ongole, and
Nellore, ensuring better
accessibility across key
regions.Comprising 22
coaches, the train
includes 15 AC 3-tier
coaches, 4 sleeper class
coaches, one pantry car,

and two luggage-cum-
generator vans, offering
comfortable travel
options for passengers.
Officials said the new
service, introduced by
East Coast Railway, will
enhance connectivity for
pilgrimage, education,
healthcare, employment,
and trade, thereby con-
tributing to the socio-
economic development
of the region.

Intermediate Student Dies by

Chairman of Vasavi Kanyaka
Parameshwari Temple

Karimnagar, April 13, TSIT : Chittumalla
Srinivas was unanimously elected as the
chairman of Vasavi
Kanyaka
Parameshwari Devi
Temple. State
Mahasabha
President
Amaravadi
Lakshminarayana,
District President Kanna Krishna, con-
gratulated Chittumalla Srinivas in a felic-
itation programme at Karimnagar
Vaishya Bhavan on Sunday. AVOPA Vice
President Komuravelli Venkatesham,
Treasurer Padakandi Srinivas, District
President of Women's Division Chakilam
Swapna and others were felicitated.
Ex-Minister, MLA Gangula Kamalakar
felicitated Srinivas who was elected as the
chairman of the temple in the office of
MLA Camp.

CONGRATULATED THE STUDENTS
WHO ACHIEVED THE BEST
RESULTS IN THE INTERMEDIATE
EXAMINATIONS

Wanaparthy TSIT; Wanaparthy
District Collector Adarsh
Surabhi felicitated the students
of Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalayas (KGBV) in the dis-
trict who obtained the best
results in the intermediate
examinations in his chamber
in the Collectorate on Monday.
On this occasion, the Collector
gave chocolates to the students
and appreciated their talent.
They were advised to study
hard and achieve higher goals
in the future.

people should be resolved quickly: District
Collector Adarsh Surabhi

Wanaparthy:District  Collector
Adarsh Surabhi directed to speedily
resolve the complaints and applica-
tions received from the people as part
of the Prajavani programme.District
Additional Collector Revenue Vinod
Kumar, ZDP CEO Yadaya and DRDO
Umadevi attended the public address
program organized in the meeting
hall of the integrated district office
complex on Monday and received
petitions and requests from the peo-
ple. On this occasion, the District
Collector said that the responsibility
of solving public problems lies with
the officials. The Collector said that 30
applications were received in the
Prajavani programme. The district
level officials of the concerned depart-
ments have been directed to take
action to look into the complaints and

petitions received in public and to
provide prompt solutions. It is men-
tioned that the pending applications
should be examined and appropriate
steps should be taken to resolve them
immediately. The Chief Minister and
the District Minister also ordered the
officials of all departments to resolve
the pending applications from
Prajavani within a week. Housing PD
Vithoba, DSP Balaji Naik District
Officers of all departments and others
participated in the program.

Additional Collector (Revenue)

Wanaparthy: Vinod Kumar took
charge as the new Additional Collector
(Revenue) of Wanaparthy district on
Monday. He worked in Telangana
State Election Department and is cur-
rently transferred as Additional
Collector of Wanaparthy district.
Earlier, District Collector Adarsh
Surabhi was politely met by Additional
Collector and handed over the sapling.
On this occasion, the issues related to
the revenue department were dis-
cussed with the district collector.

Suicide in Faroognagar

RANGAREDDY :

A second-year

Intermediate stu-

dent died by sui-

cide in

Farooqnagar

mandal of Ranga

Reddy district

after reportedly

failing in exami-

nations. The

deceased, Abhi

Yadav from Duskal village, was study-
ing at a private college in the town. The
incident came to light on Sunday fol-
lowing the release of Intermediate
results. According to villagers, the stu-
dent, distressed after failing in two
subjects, took the extreme step at his
residence in the absence of family
members. He is believed to have died
by hanging due to mental stress.
Sources said efforts were made to keep
the incident from spreading widely.

Governor Stresses Youth

Barefoot Walking: Back to
Nature or a Step Too Far?

An orthopaedic perspective on benefits, risks, and who should think
twice before ditching footwear

BY DR. JISHNU J
MS (ORTHOPAEDICS), SPORTS
MEDICINE CONSULTANT
BIRRD, HOSPITAL, TIRUPATI

In an era where modern life-
styles are increasingly associ-
ated with physical inactivity
and lifestyle-related disorders,
simple practices such as bare-
foot walking are attracting
renewed interest. Often pro-
moted as a natural way to
strengthen the body and
reconnect with the environ-
ment, barefoot walking—or
“grounding”—has gained pop-
ularity among the general
public. However, from the per-
spective of orthopaedic and
sports surgeon Dr. Jishnu J, it
is essential to distinguish sci-
entific evidence from popular
belief.

A Natural Concept in a
Modern Setting

The human foot is a highly
specialized structure com-
posed of 26 bones, multiple
joints, ligaments, and intrin-
sic muscles that work together
to provide stability and mobil-
ity. Historically, walking bare-
foot was the norm, allowing
these structures to function
naturally.In contrast, modern
lifestyles involve prolonged
use of cushioned footwear and
walking predominantly on
hard, artificial surfaces such
as concrete and tiled floors.
This shift significantly alters
foot biomechanics and load
distribution.

While barefoot walking
attempts to restore natural
movement, it must be adapted
carefully to present-day envi-
ronments.

Common Questions from the
Public

In clinical practice, patients
frequently ask:

Is barefoot walking good for
overall health?

Can it reduce knee or back
pain?

Is it safe to practice daily?
Should footwear be avoided
altogether?

The answers are not absolute.
Barefoot walking can be bene-
ficial for some individuals, but
it is neither universally suit-
able nor a replacement for pro-
tective footwear.

Potential Benefits

When introduced gradually
and practiced on safe surfaces,
barefoot walking may offer:
Improved foot muscle
strength: Activation of intrin-
sic muscles often underused
with supportive footwear
Enhanced proprioception:
Better sensory feedback
improves balance and coordi-
nation

More natural gait patterns:
Some individuals demon-
strate reduced impact forces
Psychological benefits:
Walking on natural surfaces
may promote relaxation and
stress relief

Risks and Limitations
Despite its appeal, barefoot
walking carries certain risks:
Injury and infection: Cuts,
abrasions, and puncture
wounds are common concerns
Overuse injuries: Sudden
transition can lead to plantar
fasciitis, calf strain, and stress
fractures

Hard surface impact: Modern
surfaces increase mechanical
stress on joints and soft tissues
Individual variability: Not all
foot types are suited for bare-
foot activity

Who May Benefit?

Barefoot walking may be con-
sidered for:

Healthy individuals without
foot pain or deformity

Young and middle-aged adults
with good balance

Athletes, as part of structured
and supervised training

Who Should Avoid It?

Caution or avoidance is
advised in individuals with:
Chronic heel pain or plantar
fasciitis

Flat feet or high arches with
symptoms

Previous foot or ankle surgery
Arthritis affecting foot joints
Neurological or balance disor-
ders

A Clear Warning for Diabetic
Patients

For individuals with diabetes,
barefoot walking is strongly
discouraged.

Peripheral neuropathy reduc-
es protective sensation in the
feet, making minor injuries
easy to overlook. Combined
with delayed wound healing,
this significantly increases
the risk of ulcers and serious
infections. From both ortho-
paedic and diabetic foot care
perspectives, protective foot-
wear should be worn at all
times—even indoors.
Practical

Recommendations

For those interested in trying
barefoot walking:

Begin on soft, natural surfaces
such as grass or sand

Limit initial duration to 5-10
minutes

Increase gradually over time
Avoid unsafe or contaminated
environments

Discontinue if pain or discom-
fort develops

Conclusion

Barefoot walking represents a
return to a more natural form
of movement, but it is not a
universal solution. Its benefits
are modest and context-depen-
dent, while its risks are signif-
icant if practiced indiscrimi-
nately.

As with many health trends,
the key lies in balance and

individualization. = What
works for one person may not
work for another.

Before stepping out without
footwear, it is important to
ensure that the decision is
informed, gradual, and
appropriate for one’s health
status.
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Tirupati Collector launches ‘Vidya Pragati’
drive to boost school enrolment

Tirupati, April 13: Tirupati
District Collector Dr. S.
Venkateswar unveiled a
pamphlet for the “Mana
Sankalpam - Vidya
Pragati” enrolment drive
aimed at increasing admis-
sions in government
schools across the district.

The programme was
launched in the presence
of Revenue Divisional
Officer Rammohan and
District Education Officer
K. V. N. Kumar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Collector empha-
sised that all school-age
children must be enrolled
in schools without fail. He
noted that recent educa-
tional reforms, digital
learning initiatives, and
student development pro-
grammes in government
schools are boosting par-
ents’ confidence.

He directed officials to
conduct intensive aware-
ness campaigns in every
village and ward to ensure
that no eligible child is left
out of the education sys-
tem. He added that a spe-
cial action plan has been
prepared under the “Vidya
Pragati” initiative to sig-
nificantly improve enrol-
ment levels.The drive aims
to create awareness about

SVIS School integrates Al, deeptech
for future-ready learning

Tirupati, April 2026:
Sree Vidyanikethan
International School
is enhancing class-
room education by
integrating Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and
deep technology into
its teaching frame-
work, aiming to deliv-
er personalised and
interactive learning
experiences.

The initiative lever-
ages Al to track stu-
dent performance in
real time, identify
learning gaps, and cre-
ate customised learn-
ing paths through
adaptive assessments.
In addition, deeptech
tools such as virtual
labs, simulations, and
immersive digital
modules are being
introduced to simplify
complex STEM con-
cepts and promote
hands-on learning.

Students will also
participate in project-
based learning, digital

experiments, and
Al-enabled assess-
ments, helping them
develop critical think-
ing, problem-solving
abilities, and stronger
conceptual under-
standing.

Speaking on the ini-
tiative, Viranica
Manchu, Trustee of
SVET, said the inte-
gration of advanced
technologies is aimed
at making learning
more adaptive and rel-
evant while equipping
students with essen-
tial digital and analyt-
ical skills.

The school plans to
collaborate with glob-
al technology partners
and educational plat-
forms to further
strengthen its digital
ecosystem, ensuring
students remain
aligned with evolving
educational trends
and future-ready
learning methodolo-
gies.

the quality of education,
modern infrastructure,
and holistic development
opportunities available in
government schools,
encouraging parents to
choose them for their chil-
dren.District Panchayat
Officer Suseela Devi, BC
Welfare Officer Bharat
Kumar, CPO Rajasekhar,
and other officials partici-
pated in the programme.

Participation in Policy-Making

RANGAREDDY : Telangana
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
on Monday called for greater
involvement of youth in poli-
cy-making, stating that they
are vital contributors to both
the present and future of the
nation. He was addressing the
grand finale of My Bharat
Budget Quest-2026 — National
Youth Dialogue (Telangana
and Tamil Nadu) at Kanha
Shanti Vanam. He noted that
such initiatives provide a plat-
form for youth to engage with
governance and strengthen
democratic participation.

Drawing from his experi-
ence as former Union Minister
of State for Finance, the
Governor highlighted the
importance of incorporating
youth perspectives into budget-
ary and developmental plan-
ning. He said inputs on educa-
tion, skills, innovation, and the
digital economy would play a
key role in shaping India’s
future and achieving the vision

of a developed nation by 2047.
Referring to the theme “Nari
Shakti: Voice of Viksit Bharat,”
he stressed the importance of
women’s participation and
leadership, adding that youth
parliaments help nurture confi-
dence and leadership qualities
among young women. He also
underlined the need for envi-
ronmental responsibility and
urged youth to actively contrib-
ute to nation-building. On the
occasion, Kotla Raghuveer
Reddy from Suryapet district
was honoured for his innova-
tion in agriculture, which was
appreciated in Mann Ki Baat.
The event saw participation
from around 550 delegates from
Tamil Nadu and 350 from
Telangana.

Ensure spacious hostel rooms for students:
Jaggareddy, Nirmala

Sangareddy, April 13:
TPCC Working President
Nirmala Jaggareddy and
senior leader Jaggareddy
have directed officials to
construct hostel rooms
with adequate space and
facilities to ensure com-
fortable living conditions
for students.

During a review meet-
ing on hostel infrastruc-
ture in the Sangareddy
constituency, the leaders
stressed that overcrowded
rooms negatively impact
students’ health and aca-
demic performance. They
emphasised the need for
proper ventilation, natural
lighting, and a healthy
environment in hostel
buildings.

Later, along with
Additional Collector
Pandu and BC Welfare
Officer Jagadeesh, they
inspected the ongoing con-
struction of a BC Girls
Hostel at the Velugu office
premises. The team exam-
ined facilities including

rooms, toilets, dining hall,
and kitchen.

Speaking on the occasion,
Jaggareddy said hostel
rooms should be spacious
enough to allow students
not only to study but also
engage in indoor activities
like chess and carrom. He
appreciated the current
design and suggested that it
be adopted as a model for
future hostel construction
across the constituency.
Officials informed that

inadequate hostel facilities
are limiting student admis-
sions in government insti-
tutions despite rising
demand. In response, the
leaders instructed officials
to prepare proposals for
new hostels and additional
rooms based on future
requirements and submit
them by the 25th of this
month.BC Welfare Officer
Jagadeesh stated that Rs.2.9
crore has been sanctioned
for the hostel project.
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Nari Shakti Sammelan: PM Modi says India about to make one
of the most Significant decisions of 21st century

New Delhi, April 13 : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday addressed
the national-level 'Nari Shakti Vandan
Sammelan', and said that the
Parliament is on the verge of making a
historic decision in the coming days by
introducing the amendments to the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
Addressing the large gathering at New
Delhi's Vigyan Bhawan, the Prime
Minister started by paying homage to
the martyrs of the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre and also extended Baisakhi
greetings to the countrymen.

During this, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta also shared a toll-free
number -- 9667173333 -- which people
can give a missed call to support the
Modi government's Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam Bills. Speaking
about the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, PM Modi said, "India is
about to make one of the most signifi-

cant decisions of the 21st century; I say
this with a strong sense of responsibil-
ity. This decision is dedicated to the
Nari Shakti and Nari Shakti
Vandan.""Our Parliament is going to
make a historic decision, which will
give concrete form to the concepts of

Nation

the past and fulfil the resolutions of the
future. A resolve rooted in equality,
where social justice is not merely a
slogan, but an integral part of our work
culture and decision-making process,"
he said."From the State Assemblies to
the Parliament, the end of decades of
waiting is 16, 17 and 18 (referring to
April 16-18)," he said.

The Prime Minister recalled that in
2023, in the new Parliament building,
the first step was taken towards the
Nari Shakti Adhiniyam.

"For it to be implemented on time,
women's participation gives strength
to our democracy. We have called a
special session of the Parliament," he
added.The Sammellan saw participa-
tion from prominent personalities and
women achievers across diverse sec-
tors, including government, academia,
science, sports, entrepreneurship,
media, social work and culture.

The event brought together a wide spec-
trum of stakeholders to deliberate on the
role of women in India's development
journey.Addressing the gathering, PM
Modi said, "Through this event, we are
receiving the blessings of mothers and
sisters from across the nation. I have not
come here to wake you up or give you
orders, but to seek your blessings. You all
have come here from different parts of the
nation, and I thank you for your
time.""Everyone had felt the need for
women's reservation for decades, and dis-
cussions were also held. Over 40 years
were spent on this deliberation. Every
party and several generations made an
effort towards this. Every political outfit
took this forward according to their under-
standing. When Nari Shakti Adhiniyam
was introduced in 2023, even then every
political party passed it with consensus
and then everyone had also demanded its
implementation before 2029," he said.

Chowdhury summoned by police in election
related case, AJP terms it ‘politically motivated'

GUWAHATI: Assam Jati-
ya Parishad (AJP) on Sun-
day slammed Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma after
its candidate for Guwahati
Central Kunki Chowdhury
was summoned by police
in an election-related case
and claimed that the ruling
party is rattled after seeing
that the mandate has gone
against them in the constit-
uency.

Chowdhury reached
Panbazar Police Station in
the morning after receiv-
ing a summons for an elec-
tion-related case. She was
served a notice on Saturday
and asked to appear before
police on Sunday before 11
am, noting that failing to do
so would render her liable
for arrest.

Chowdhury came out
of the police station after
around two hours of ques-
tioning and told the waiting
scribes that she recorded
her statement before the in-
vestigating officer.

A case was filed against
Chowdhury and her cam-
paign manager, Sandeep
Yadav, by a BJP activist
Naba Kumar Lahkar on
the day of polling on April
9, alleging the duo violat-
ed the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) and hampered

the conduct of free-and-
fair elections. The AJP has
strongly condemned the
"harassment" of its candi-
date by the Assam Police,
and has lodged a formal
complaint with the Chief
Electoral Officer of Assam.

"All the charges in the
FIR are bailable, so she
cannot be arrested. In fact,
the charges are not serious
at all. This was filed and the
summons issued with such
a strong language just to ha-
rass her," Chowdhury's ad-
vocate, Santanu Borthakur,
told reporters outside the
police station.

The Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) is in force now,
and when the chief secre-
tary is running the govern-
ment, how can the chief
minister reportedly say that

he has sent police, asked the
legal expert.

"Kunki contested the
polls and set a narrative
for the entire state, and it
was damaging for the BJP.
That's why this politically
motivated case was filed,"
Borthakur said.

He also asked the po-
lice what happened to the
complaint Chowdhury filed
regarding a deep fake vid-
eo, allegedly propagated by
BJP IT cell members.

AJP debutante Chow-
dhury found herself at the
centre of a charged con-
troversy with CM Sarma
threatening legal action
against her parents over
alleged beef consumption,
even as she dismissed the
attacks as baseless and
challenged BJP veteran Vi-
jay Kumar Gupta in Guwa-
hati Central constituency.

On April 4, Chowdhury
filed a police complaint for
alleged deep-fake defama-
tory videos on social media
about her family, following
Sarma's claims about her
mother's food habit.

Commenting on the lat-
est development, AJP pres-
ident Lurinjyoti Gogoi said
summoning  Chowdhury
is "shocking and unfortu-
nate".

Tripura tribal council poll
records 83 per cent voting

AGARTALA: Around 83
per cent of the 9.62 lakh
voters exercised their fran-
chise in the elections to the
28-member Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous District
on Sunday, which witnessed
a few stray incidents of vio-
lence, officials said.

Voting started at 7 am
at 1,257 booths in all eight
districts of the northeastern
state, as 9,62,547 electors
are eligible to decide the
fate of 173 candidates from
different political parties in
the elections.

The TTAADC compris-
es two-thirds of the state's
geographical area and is
home to a population of 13
lakh.

"Around 83 per cent vot-
ing was reported till 7 pm,
and it may go up further be-
cause final reports are yet to
be received," State Election
Commission (SEC) secre-
tary Anurag Sen told PTI.

"No fatality or grievous
injury was reported during
the polling process because
of the timely intervention of
security forces," said police
spokesperson Rajdeep Deb.

The BJP and Tip-
ra Motha Party (TMP)
thanked the voters and poll-
ing officials for conducting
the elections with a high
turnout.

"The turnout has already
reached over 80 per cent. It
shows the voters joined the

festival of democracy spon-
taneously. We are confident
of winning the elections,"
BJP state president Ra-
jib Bhattacharjee said at a
press conference.

He said, "Some sporadic
incidents were reported to
the party, and accordingly,
we flagged these issues with
the state poll panel for tak-
ing necessary steps."

TMP founder Pradyot
Kishore Manikya Debbar-
ma also congratulated the
voters for joining the voting
process in large numbers.

"I am thankful to the
people for the way they have
showered love and affection
on me during the election
process. This election will
mark the highest voting
percentage because of high
turnout so far," he told the
reporters.

The police spokesperson
said, "Voting process has
largely remained peaceful
barring a few skirmishes
between the BJP and Tipra
Motha supporters till the
last reports came in. DGP
Anurag has been personal-
ly monitoring the security
aspect to ensure peaceful
elections."

He said a few crude
bombs were thrown at Val-
uerchar, a polling booth un-
der Mirza-Kathalia-Rajapur
constituency in Sepahijala
district but no one was in-
jured there.

Haridwar trip tums tragic as
car plunges from flyoverin
Muzafiamagar: three killed

MUZAFFARNAGAR:
Three Haryana residents
were killed on Sunday,
while two others were se-
verely injured, after the
car they were travelling in
broke through the railing of
a flyover here and plunged
into a ditch, officials said.

The incident took place
near a village on the Pani-
pat-Khatima highway un-
der Chapar police station
limits when the group was
on their way to Haridwar
from Haryana's Gurugram,
they added.

The impact was severe,
leaving the car mangled,
police said.

CM Sawant appeals to allies,
Oppn to back implementation
of Women’s Reservation Act

PANAJI: Goa Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant on
Sunday appealed to politi-
cal allies, opposition parties
and MPs to come together
for the implementation of
the Women’s Reservation
Act, calling it a crucial step
towards strengthening the
representation of women in
legislatures.

In a formal statement
ahead of the special sitting
of Parliament, Sawant de-
scribed the move as a "wa-
tershed moment" in the
country's democratic jour-
ney.

The Budget Session of
Parliament has been ex-
tended, and a special three-
day sitting of the House has
been convened on April 16.
The Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam will ensure an
increase in the number of
Lok Sabha seats to 816, of
which 273 will be reserved
for women.

The provision to provide
33 per cent reservation to
women in the Lok Sabha
and state assemblies was
brought by amending the
Constitution in 2023.

Sawant said the focus
has now shifted to imple-

menting the landmark leg-
islation enacted in 2023,
in line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision for
the greater participation of
women in governance.

"The progress of any so-
ciety is intrinsically linked
to the extent to which
women are empowered to
lead and shape decisions,"
Sawant said, stressing that
legislative bodies must re-
flect the excellence women
are already demonstrating
across sectors.

He said that the move
follows extensive consul-
tations with constitutional
experts and marks a deci-
sive step towards fulfilling a
long-pending national com-
mitment.

The issue transcends po-
litical differences, Sawant
said, calling for collective
action to demonstrate a
shared commitment to gen-
der equity for future gener-
ations.

He urged all stakehold-
ers to present a constructive
voice in favour of the initia-
tive, saying it would deepen
democratic  participation
and bring renewed energy
to governance.
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s kin Chandra Bose joins

TMC ahead of Bengal polls

KOLKATA: Chandra Bose,
grandnephew of Subhas
Chandra Bose and a former
BJP leader, joined the Trin-
amool Congress on Sunday,
days ahead of the West Ben-
gal assembly elections.

Bose joined the ruling
party in the presence of
state minister Bratya Basu
and TMC MP Kirti Azad,
and alleged that the BJP
indulges in “divisive poli-
tics” and does not follow the
legendary freedom fighter’s
ideals. “It is not possible to
follow Netaji’s ideals while
being in the BJP,” Chandra
Bose asserted.

“Today, we are seeing
that the BJP indulges in di-

visive politics and spreads
communal hatred. We must
now fight to save India and
resist divisive politics,” he
said soon afte joining the
TMC.

Chandra Bose had joined
the BJP in 2016 and unsuc-
cessfully contested the as-
sembly polls that year from
Bhabanipur against Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

He later contested the
2019 Lok Sabha election
from Kolkata Dakshin, but
tasted defeat again.

His differences with the
BJP leadership had wid-
ened over time, and in Sep-
tember 2023, he announced
his resignation from the

party.

After quitting the saffron
party, Chandra Bose had on
multiple occasions praised
Banerjee for her stand on
several issues.

On March 27, he had de-
scribed his decision to join
the BJP as a “historic blun-
der”, in a social media post.

“If the objective of any
party is to create division
among voters to win elec-
tions, I cannot accept that,”
he had written.

Elections to the
294-member West Bengal
assembly will be held in
two phases - on April 23
and April 29. Votes will be
counted on May 4.

Varma Steels Private Limited, based in Hyderabad, donated Rs.1,01,01,116 to the Sri
Venkateswara Pranadana Trust of the TTD on Monday.

Govindan defends marriage of viral sensation
from Kumbh mela; complaint against Left leaders

THIRUVANANTHAPUR-
AM: CPI(M) state secretary M V
Govindan on Sunday said there
was nothing wrong with a young
woman who came into the lime-
light during the Prayagraj Kumbh
Mela marrying her Muslim friend
at a temple in Kerala, blaming the
Sangh Parivar for the controversy.

An investigation was recently
launched in Madhya Pradesh fol-
lowing claims that the woman was
only 16 years old at the time of the
marriage.

Addressing a press conference,
Govindan said he maintained that
the marriage was a “real Kerala
story”.

“What is wrong with it? It was a
real Kerala story,” he said.

Govindan, along with General

Education Minister V Sivankutty
and CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP A A
Rahim, had attended the marriage
held last month in Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

He said the age-related issue
was a legal matter and should
be investigated by the police and
concerned authorities.

“We have faced several cases.
We are not the people who hide
when a case is registered,” he said.

Govindan said all documents
produced by the woman were ex-
amined before the marriage.

“Two persons, knowing it was
favourable to marry in Kerala,
came here and approached the po-
lice. Even her father was with her
and submitted documents show-
ing she was of the appropriate age.

There were two main documents,
Aadhaar and PAN card, and both
carried the same date of birth,” he
said.

He added that the documents
were verified by the police, temple
authorities and officials issuing
the marriage certificate.

Govindan alleged that the
Sangh Parivar was behind the
controversy.

“They are surprised that such
a marriage happened here. The
couple say they are under severe
threat now,” he said.

He said that, for the CPI(M), it
was a case of two young individu-
als from different religions decid-
ing to marry and approaching the
police, following which the mar-
riage was conducted at a temple.

Party leaders had attended the
ceremony to congratulate the cou-
ple, he added.

“We still believe what was done
is right. We will not retreat under
pressure from the Sangh Parivar
narrative. We will continue to
support such matters,” Govindan
said.

Meanwhile, Anjana Devi, a
member of the National Commis-
sion for Women advisory board
and a native of Thiruvanantha-
puram, has filed a complaint with
the Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister seeking action against those
involved in the marriage.

In her complaint, she named
the woman’s husband, Farman
Khan, Sivankutty, Govindan and
Rahim as accused.

Berger Paints launches ‘Garmi Gone, Thandak On’ cooling range

New Delhi: As tempera-
tures continue to climb year
after year, staying cool is no
longer just about comfort, it
is becoming a daily challenge
for millions of households
across India. Against this
backdrop, Berger Paints
India Ltd., the country’s sec-
ond-largest paint company
and a leader in protective
coatings, has introduced a
more intuitive and immersive
way to tackle rising heat
through its Home Cooling
Paints Range. This is sup-
ported by a nationwide cam-
paign, Garmi Gone, Thandak
On’, which promotes smarter
and more energy-efficient
ways of living.

Recognizing that a signifi-
cant amount of heat enters
homes through walls, roofs,
and structural openings,
Berger Paints’ Home Cooling
range offers a practical solu-
tion through innovative
products such as Berger Anti

Dustt Kool and Berger
Roof Kool & Seal , which
are designed to reduce
heat absorption across
walls and rooftops. The
range also includes
Berger Tank Kool , which
addresses an often-over-
looked source of heat—
black synthetic water
tanks that tend to over-
heat during peak sum-
mers. Together, the
range provides a holistic
approach to lowering
indoor temperatures at
the source.

At the heart of the
campaign lies a simple
but powerful idea,
smarter cooling must go

ment schools in Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
By applying heat-reflec-
tive coatings to school
buildings, the initiative
aims to lower indoor tem-
create
more comfortable, heat-
resilient learning environ-
ments, particularly criti-
cal during peak summer
months when extreme
heat can impact atten-
dance, concentration, and
student well-

peratures and

overall
being.

The rollout will focus
on some of India’s most
regions,
aligning with the growing
urgency around climate

heat-affected

tion with purpose, helping
households and communities
better cope with increasingly
harsh summers.

Mr. Abhijit Roy, MD &
CEO of Berger Paints India
Limited, said, “At Berger
Paints, we have always
believed in staying ahead of
consumer needs, and as we
are known to launch indus-
try first innovative prod-
ucts, we understand the
evolving challenges house-
holds face in heat-prone
regions. With our Home
Cooling range, we are look-
ing at addressing heat
where it begins, rather than
where it is felt. Through
‘Garmi Gone, Thandak On’

beyond air conditioning. By
addressing heat ingress at its
origin, Berger Paints is posi-
tioning its solutions as not
only effective and accessible,
but also as a more sustain-
able alternative to energy-
intensive cooling methods.

The solutions can help reduce
surface and ambient temper-
atures by up to 10°C, making
them especially relevant for
heat-prone regions and cost-
conscious households.
Taking this commitment a
step further, Berger Paints is

extending its cooling solu-
tions to underserved commu-
nities through a partnership
with Smile Foundation. As
part of this initiative, the
company will undertake a
school beautification pro-
gramme across 30 govern-

adaptation. As weather pat-
terns continue to shift, Berger
Paints’ Kool range signals a
broader transition in how
India approaches cooling by
moving from reactive solu-
tions to preventive ones. It is
a step that combines innova-

campaign, we want to drive
a larger behavioral shift
towards more sustainable
and accessible cooling prac-
tices, while also extending
this impact to communities
through our partnership
with Smile Foundation."
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EDITORIAL

lamil Nadu's Gen Z Turn May
Be Here, Thanks To Vijay

Soon after he filed his nomination from Perambur in north Chennai, 'Thalapathy' Vijay
was clear about the section of the electorate that would help him change his designa-
tion from candidate to MLA - the Gen Z voter. "Gen Z, vote for the whistle symbol. Give
me a chance. It must be a whistle revolution," he exhorted the crowd to 'whistle podu’
(blow the whistle) on April 23.

The 2026 Tamil Nadu assembly election is different not just for the presence of Vijay
and his Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) as the X-factor. The manner in which the
party has approached this election has made age an important dynamic in a state
whose presiding deities at election time have always been caste and cash.

Does the use of the term 'Gen Z' matter when all leaders address the youth in general?
Yes, because by using the English term 'Gen Z' in a Tamil speech, Vijay is doing a lin-
guistic handshake with the digital native. What is conveyed is that he understands
their lingo, their world of algorithms and digital trends better than the leaders of the
DMK and ATADMK, who are stuck in an analogue era in the times of 5G. In a state with
a tech-savvy population, this distinction matters.

From an electoral point of view as well, this distinction, though exclusionary in nature,
makes political sense. Vijay is doing targeted campaigning, trying to maximise the per-
centage of votes that come from the under-40 demographic. With 2.2 crore out of the 5.6
crore total voters, in percentage terms, the under-40 segment translates to roughly 40
per cent of the total electorate. Usually, the male elders in the family dictate the elec-
toral choice of the younger ones and the women. But this time, Vijay, by appealing
directly to the first-time voters, the Gen-Z and the women, is validating their distinct
identity. Thus, the 2026 election, by making age a critical marker, is making the
younger lot active participants in the democratic process, contrary to the disdain with
which the youth usually look at politicians and politics. The expectation is that this lot
would be enthused enough to cast their vote and feel empowered. Not only that, com-
municating with this generation means the message gets amplified as the shareability
quotient over different forms of social media is very high. Hence, doing politics over
reels makes more sense than over wall posters. It is important to note that Vijay is not
just appealing to the younger lot; he has also presented them with choices they can
relate to. A significant number of candidates are under 40, most of them first-time con-
testants. This shift is something the Dravidian parties have not been able to make in
substantial numbers. Both the DMK and AIADMK have far too many well-entrenched
district strongmen who cannot be displaced by the leadership. Like minister Durai
Murugan, who is the oldest in the fray at 87. Among the exceptions are DMK's candi-
date in Avanashi constituency, 28-year-old Dr Gokilamani. This move to woo the
younger electorate by presenting them with fresh faces as candidates is a leaf out of NT
Rama Rao's book in Andhra Pradesh in 1983, when 150 out of the 294 candidates that
the actor-turned-politician fielded were first-time contestants. A majority of them were
an educated lot - lawyers, doctors, teachers, engineers - and that gave hope of a new
future in the Telugu state. That template of risky disruptors is being replicated in
Tamil Nadu now. But while the 'Catch them Young' is a commendable move, will the
age factor succeed in being caste-neutral and cash-neutral? Will a 20-year-old brought
up with the casteist pride of being a Vanniyar, a Gounder or a Thevar, connect with a
system update that promises dignity through 21st-century employment opportunities?
That is the challenge for parties like the TVK, and unless they address this regularly
on the campaign trail, they will not succeed in making aspirational identity trump
caste identity. For the age factor to play a decisive role, the under-40 electorate has to
look beyond the boundaries of a Theni, a Karur, a Cuddalore, and think about partici-
pation in a global economy. They have to choose between managers of the existing
caste system and disruptors of the same system.
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Why World's Most Powerful Man Has Failed
To Stop Netanyahu From Razing L.ebanon

The failure of the Iran-US talks in
Islamabad has sparked fears of a
resumption of war after Trump's
announcement that the US will
blockade the Strait of Hormuz. But
for Israel's Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, such an out-
come appears to be an answer to his
prayers - and even to his efforts. The
talks, following Trump's unilateral
announcement of a two-week cease-
fire last week, were not part of the
script Netanyahu thought he had
drafted with the American presi-
dent. That decision left the Israeli
leader isolated and even angry. He
wanted to continue the war until his
objectives were achieved.
Netanyahu reluctantly halted
airstrikes on Iran after the ceasefire
announcement, but within hours, he
dramatically escalated attacks on
Iran's proxy, Hezbollah, in Lebanon.
In just 10 minutes, Israeli jets
bombed 100 targets across the coun-
try, Kkilling more than 300 people,
many of them civilians. He insisted
that Lebanon was not part of the
two-week truce, despite Iran and
Pakistan saying it was - although US
officials backed Netanyahu's claim.
Nevertheless, Israel's action jeopar-
dised the ceasefire's future.

Israel continued its attacks in
Lebanon even when the Iranian and
US teams were meeting in Pakistan,
despite Trump asking Netanyahu to
scale back the military operation. It
remains unclear whether
Netanyahu was defying the
American president or acting with
his blessing to pressure Tehran.
Either way, the result hardened
Iran's position. Tehran kept the
Strait of Hormuz closed to oil
tankers, in violation of the ceasefire
terms.

Netanyahu's Dilemma

Trump's decision to hold ceasefire
talks with Iran caught Netanyahu
off guard. He was, clearly, unhappy
and unprepared. Iran's resilience
during the 40-day conflict and its use
of the Strait of Hormuz as a choke-
point for shipping in the Gulf forced
Trump to seek a ceasefire with

Tehran, as the war was proving too
costly for him, both politically and
economically. Saturday's 21-hour
talks in Pakistan, which even
included a face-to-face meeting
between Iran and the US for the first
time in almost half a century, must
have alarmed Netanyahu. He feared
that Trump might concede too much
to Iran to secure a deal at a meeting
where Israel was not even invited.
Israel doesn't care about the Strait of
Hormuz. It is more concerned about
a bolder, angrier and more radical
Islamic regime still in possession of
over 400 kilograms of 60% enriched
uranium, which Israeli officials
have said is enough to make 11
nuclear bombs. Iran is also believed
to have more than 1,000 missiles
capable of reaching Israel, along
with a large number of missile
launchers. Iran has lost about 5,000
of its fighters during the current
war, according to the Israeli mili-
tary. That is a small fraction of its
regular army and IRGC fighters. So,
Netanyahu was relieved that the US
ended the Pakistan talks without a
deal, mainly because of disagree-
ment over Iran's nuclear pro-

gramme.

In a televised address on Saturday,
Netanyahu told Israelis that the war
in Iran was not over. He has not con-
cealed his wish to continue the con-
flict until the Islamic regime is top-
pled. At the very least, he wants the
military action to continue for a
while longer to further degrade
Iran's military and economic capa-
bilities. His decision to escalate in
Lebanon was clearly an attempt to
make it harder for Tehran to main-
tain the ceasefire - which he was
even successful at, with the Iranians
repeatedly saying that they were
unable to trust the US.

Why Lebanon?

Following pressure from Trump,
Netanyahu announced on Thursday
that his government will hold talks
with Lebanon's government. The
talks, long demanded by Lebanon,
are set to take place in Washington
on Tuesday. However, they are
unlikely to resolve the issue of
Hezbollah, which remains a major
threat to Israel despite multiple mil-
itary campaigns against it. The Iran-
backed group has long functioned as

a shadow army inside Lebanon,
defying the government in Beirut.
Successive Lebanese governments
have been unable to disarm it
despite Israeli demands.

The group emerged after Israel's
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and its
two-decade occupation of the south-
ern region. It's been popular with
Lebanon's Shia population for its
armed resistance against Israel.
Hezbollah also joined Hamas in the
Gaza war following the 2023 attack
on Israel and launched hundreds of
missiles at the Jewish state. In
response, Israel invaded Lebanon,
killing Hezbollah's top leader
Hassan Nasrallah, hundreds of its
fighters and thousands of civilians.
It also destroyed most of its vast
arsenal of missiles and drones,
along with a large part of Lebanon's
civilian infrastructure and homes.
But Hezbollah quickly rebuilt part
of its military arsenal and recruited
new fighters. When Israel and the
US attacked Iran six weeks ago,
Hezbollah launched a barrage of
missiles at Israel, opening a new
front in the war. Israel was prepared
and responded with airstrikes,
bombing Hezbollah targets. Over
the past six weeks, the war has
taken more than 2,000 lives in
Lebanon and left one million people
- roughly a fifth of its population -
homeless. Hezbollah has also killed
11 Israelis during this period, nearly
as many as were killed by missiles
launched from Iran.

Iran's Influence

Israel's actions have also targeted
Hezbollah supporters in Lebanon,
who are Shia Muslims, like those in
Iran. Last month, the Israeli mili-
tary launched a ground operation
in southern Lebanon with a warn-
ing from the Defence Minister,
Israel Katz, that he would not allow
the return of people to the country's
south until the safety of Israelis is
guaranteed. Other Israeli politi-
cians have hinted that they want to
extend the operation, which could
lead to another occupation of south-
ern Lebanon.

Islamic NATO Or Europe - Is Gulf Rethinking
Its Options After Trump's 'Betrayal'?

Manumukt ‘Manav’ Trust

Almost two hours before US
President Donald Trump's
deadline to 'end the whole of
civilisation' through massive
bombings on the night of
April 7, his post on Truth
Social announced a two-
week-long ceasefire bro-
kered by Pakistan's Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
the army chief Field Marshal
Asim Munir. Speculations
were divided: many doubted
Iran would act on Trump's
threats, while a significant
number believed a strike
against Iran's energy infra-
structure was imminent.
The security landscape in
the Gulf has been perma-
nently altered by the cease-
fire, which now hangs in
limbo as talks between US
and Iran held in Islamabad
collapsed. The escalation
from the US, Iranian retalia-
tion, and Europe's limits
have reshaped Gulf security
in ways Washington did not
anticipate. Every major war
in West Asia has reshaped
the region's power politics,
with global implications.
After the 1948 Arab-Israeli
war, the Jewish state
emerged victorious with
more territory under its con-
trol than it had before it.
Similarly, the 1956 Suez cri-
sis ended the global influ-
ence of Britain and France,
the two major colonial
empires. The 1967 Six-Day
War reestablished Israel's
military dominance and laid
the groundwork for the pres-
ent-day Gaza crisis. In 1973,
the Yom Kippur War caused
amajor oil crisis after Saudi-
led oil-producing countries
refused to sell to the US over
its support for Israel. The
aftermath of the war saw the
emergence of the petro-dollar
system and the start of the
US-Saudi military partner-
ship in exchange for the
trade of oil in dollars. The
Gulf wars of 1991 and 2003
weakened and later led to the
removal of Saddam Hussein
from power, making Iran the
sole rival to Saudi Arabia in
the region. Similarly, the
2026 Iran-US war has turned

the region increasingly vul-
nerable, has left its energy
infrastructure more
exposed, made Iran weaker,
and forced the Gulf to
rethink its security partner-
ship with the US. Gulf
Disillusioned? The US and
Israel have had strong ties
for over eight decades. The
Arab world witnessed a thaw
in its relations with the
Americans, especially with
the emergence of the petro-
dollar trading system, which
further  increased the
demand for the US dollar in
exchange for security guar-
antees. The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries,
which include Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, the
UAE, and Oman, have invest-
ed heavily in their relation-
ship with the US, assuming
their interests would be well-
considered over Israel's.
However, Donald Trumbp,
who is known for being
unpredictable, has priori-
tised Israel's goals over the
GCC's. Though Iran has
remained a threat to these
countries, as neighbours, the
GCC and Iran maintained
trade relations despite differ-
ences. The primary driver
behind the Iranian attacks on
its neighbours was the pres-
ence of the US military in
West Asia, especially in the
Gulf. Even in its 10-point

peace plan, Iran demanded a
US military withdrawal from
the Middle East. The Gulf
countries acted cautiously.
The crown prince of Saudi
Arabia, Mohammad Bin
Salman, reportedly pushed
Trump to continue the war,
seeing it as an opportunity to
reshape the power dynamic
in the region.

The goals of the GCC were
hedged against the assump-
tion that a regime change
would take place soon.
However, Iran's attacks on oil
refineries and natural gas
infrastructure continued.
According to an assessment
from the Stimson Centre, in a
month, the GCC received
83% of Iranian drones and
missiles compared to just
17% launched at Israel. The
message was clear - Iran
attacked both military and
civilian assets to destabilise
the region's energy infra-
structure and ensure that the
ripple effects of the war go
beyond the region. Only a
ceasefire has been estab-
lished, but hostilities remain.
Is Europe A Safer Bet? In this
context, Europe can emerge
as a better partner for the
Gulf than the US. One of the
key reasons behind this
observation is Europe's
stance of not intervening
directly in the war. UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer vehe-

mently rejected America's
request to send British troops
to fight the war against Iran;
however, the UK allowed the
US to use its bases to launch
attacks. In response, Iran
fired ballistic missiles at
Diego Garcia, located 4,000
km away. Even so, Europe is
unlikely to emerge as a gen-
uine alternative to the US in
the near future, largely due to
its own continued reliance on
American air defence sys-
tems for both wide-area and
localised protection. This
dependence was highlighted,
for instance, during the con-
flict when the redeployment
of two Patriot missile system
batteries from Germany to
Turkey created air defence
gaps across Europe.
Secondly, American
weapons sales have seen a
dramatic increase, soaring
from 27% to over 50% follow-
ing the 2022 Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine. This is
because US-made systems,
such as the Patriot, THAAD,
NASAMS, and Stinger air
defence platforms, remain
globally dominant. While
the newly elected German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
called for Europe to pursue
strategic 'independence’
from the US in 2025, the con-
tinent collectively remains
reliant on American defence
capabilities.

Organizes Memorial Ceremony

DR. SATYAWAN

SAURABH

(Rajendra Singh Rawal Receives
711,000 Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial
Award)

Narnaul (Dr. Satywan Saurabh): Along
with the prominent leaders of India’s
freedom struggle, countless dedicated
workers like Pandit Matadin also played
a significant role—those who chose to
become the foundation stones rather
than the visible pinnacle of the edifice of
independence. This was stated by
Rajendra Singh Rawal, former Chief
Minister and Member of Parliament
from Sudurpashchim Province,
Mahendranagar (Nepal), while address-
ing the gathering as the chief guest. The
occasion was the 28th annual ceremony
organized by the Manumukt ‘Manav’
Memorial Trust at the International
Cultural Centre, Manumukt Bhavan,
Sector-1, Part2, in memory of
Prajamandal movement activist and emi-
nent social worker Pandit Matadin and
his wife Murtidevi. In his address, Rawal
emphasized that Pandit Matadin and his
associates fought a dual struggle—
against the British as well as the princely
rulers who supported them—through the
Prajamandal movement. Their sacri-
fices, he said, will always be remembered.
Vice Chancellor of Singhania University,
Pacheri Bari (Rajasthan), and former IAS
officer Dr. Manoj Kumar Garg; Member
of the Language Commission Nepal,
Kathmandu, Dr. Pushkar Raj Bhatt;
Proctor of Vikram University, Ujjain
(Madhya Pradesh), Dr. Shailendra
Kumar Sharma; and former Municipal
Council Chairperson and BJP Mahila
Morcha District President Bharti Saini
also paid heartfelt tributes, highlighting
Pandit Matadin’s contributions to the
freedom struggle and social service.
Pandit Matadin’s son and Chief Trustee,
Dr. Ramniwas ‘Manav’, presented cou-
plets dedicated to his parents. One of
them read: "Whenever life brings joy or
sorrow, Mother and father are remem-

bered again and again." The program
began with a devotional song by
Industrial Development Officer Dr. Sunil
Bhardwaj and was conducted efficiently
by Dr. Pankaj Gaur under the inspira-
tional guidance of Trustee Dr. Kanta
Bharti. Earlier, Provincial President of
the United Indian Dharma Sansad,
Rakesh Mehta, highlighted the life and
contributions of Pandit Matadin. Poets
including Oshin Shukla Sakshi
(Narnaul), Dr. Mukut Agrawal (Rewarti),
Sanjay Pathak (Jaitpur), and Pravendra
Pandit (Alwar) presented poems reflect-
ing his achievements. Awardees Honored:
During the ceremony, Rajendra Singh
Rawal (Mahendranagar, Nepal) was hon-
ored with a shawl, memento, citation, and
711,000 as the Matadin-Murtidevi Lifetime
Achievement Award. Senior litterateur
Dr. Sheel Kaushik (Sirsa) and late writer-
editor Urmi  Krishna (Ambala
Cantonment) were conferred the
Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial Award
with 75,000 each. The Matadin-Murtidevi
Shikhar Samman was awarded to Dr.
Pushkar Raj Bhatt (Kathmandu), Harish
Prasad Joshi (Mahendranagar), Dr.
Shailendra Kumar Sharma (Ujjain), and
Acharya Pradyumna (Narnaul).
Additionally, several individuals from
India and Nepal—including Trivikram
Pandey (Lalitpur), Bhanubhakta

Acharya, Rajendra Nath (Kathmandu),
Dr. Hareram Pathak (Dibrugarh), Dr.
Prabhu Chaudhary (Ujjain), Dr. Shehnaz
Ahemd (Nanded), Prof. Vijay Kumar
Mirche (Mahasamund), Dr. Lalit Kumar
Singh (Delhi), Pravendra Pandit (Alwar),
Ramanand Sharma (Shimla), Pankaj
Sharma (Ambala), Vijay Kumar (Ambala
Cantonment), Major Shaktiraj Kaushik,
Dr. Gyan Prakash Piyush (Sirsa), Dr.
Dharmveer Yadav and Dr. Sudha Yadav
(Mirpur, Rewari), and others from
Narnaul—were honored with the
Matadin-Murtidevi Memorial Samman
for their notable contributions in various
fields. Notable Presence: The three-hour-
long event witnessed the presence of sev-
eral distinguished personalities, including
Pro Vice Chancellor Sunil Kumar Sobti,
Campus Director P.S. Jassal, Librarian
Dr. Dharampal Bargadh (Singhania
University), Hakeekat Yadav (Delhi), Dr.
Bhanwar Singh Kasana (Mahendragarh),
regional hydrogeologist Rakesh
Nimahoria, social workers Ramanand
Agrawal, Ghanshyam Garg, Rani
Sanghvi, Prof. Dr. Vandana Kumari, envi-
ronmentalist Krishnavatar Sharma,
Krishan Kumar Sharma, advocate
Murarilal Sharma, Shraddha Sharma,
Ritu Sharma, Dr. Sharmila Yadav, and
KBC fame Sachin Agrawal, along with
several dignitaries from Nepal.
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Mangaluru: Scorching heat
intensifies; temperature fluctuations
continue in coastal region

Mangaluru, Apr 13:
The coastal region is wit-
nessing rising heat, with
soaring temperatures
and increasing discom-
fort. Due to changing
weather patterns, fluctu-
ations in temperature are
also being observed
across the district.

For the past week,
Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict has been experienc-
ing cloudy conditions in
the mornings, with light
drizzles reported in some
areas. However, by
around 10 am, the heat
intensifies and continues
throughout the day. In
some places, cloud cover
returns in the evening
along with gusty winds,
but widespread rainfall
remains absent.

In recent days, wind
patterns along the coast
have shifted direction,
now blowing from the
Arabian Sea towards the

Bay of Bengal. As a
result, rain-bearing sys-
tems are not forming
over the region. Clouds
formed here are moving
towards Tamil Nadu,
causing rainfall there.
This has led to a decline
in rainfall compared to
the early pre-monsoon
period. Typically, April
sees good pre-monsoon
showers. However, as per
data from the past week,
the coastal region has
recorded a rainfall deficit
of 71 per cent. Udupi dis-
trict has reported a defi-
cit of 98 per cent,
Dakshina Kannada 93 per
cent, and Uttara Kannada
22 per cent. The region
should have received
about 5.3 mm of rainfall
during the week, but only
1.6 mm has been record-
ed. With high tempera-
tures also reported in
Kerala, the State Disaster
Management Authority

has issued precautionary
advisories to the public.
The prevailing heat and
hot winds may affect
health, and people are
advised to take necessary
precautions. Avoid going
out in the sun during
peak temperature hours,
drink water regularly,
wear light-coloured,
loose cotton clothing, and
avoid travel between 12
noon and 3 pm.

Carry water while trav-
elling or working out-
doors, avoid alcohol, tea,
coffee, and carbonated
drinks, and consume
freshly prepared food as
much as possible. Do not
leave children or pets in
parked vehicles. In case
of dizziness or illness,
consult a doctor immedi-
ately. Use homemade
beverages, keep pets in
shaded areas, and ensure
they have access to drink-
ing water.

Karnataka

AUTO-RICKSHAW GUTTED IN FIRE ON
BANTWAL~BELTHANGADY HIGHWAY

Bantwal, Apr 13: An
auto-rickshaw was com-
pletely gutted in a fire inci-
dent reported on Friday at
Murje Vishalnagar along
the Bantwal-Belthangady
National Highway.

The vehicle, owned by
Bambila resident Revanna,
was reduced to ashes in the
blaze.

According to reports, the
auto-rickshaw, which had
a gas connection, was

parked by the roadside
after the driver noticed that
the gas had been exhaust-
ed. Soon after, a smell
resembling gas leakage
was detected, following
which the vehicle suddenly
caught fire.

Revanna managed to get
down from the vehicle
immediately, and fortu-
nately, no injuries were
reported in the incident.
There were no passengers
inside the auto-rickshaw at
the time, averting a major
tragedy.

The exact cause of the
fire is yet to be ascertained.
A case has been registered
at the Panjalakatte police
station in this regard.

Kadaba, Apr 13: A herd of
wild elephants was spotted
on Saturday morning along
the banks of the
Kumaradhara river near
Nekkiladi 102 Kodimbala,
close to Koriyar in Kadaba
taluk, triggering concern
among local residents and
commuters.

According to locals, a total
of eight elephants were seen
moving together in the area.
As panic spread among near-
by villagers and road users,
forest  officials  from
Subrahmanya and Panja
ranges rushed to the spot and
initiated precautionary mea-
sures. Officials are closely
monitoring the movement of
the elephants and have
launched efforts to safely
drive them back into the for-
est. Forest department
authorities stated that inci-
dents of wild elephants stray-

Disciplinary action if unnecessary
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Sri Sai Ram PU College Achieves
100% Results for 4th Consecutive
Year; Students Secure State Ranks

Anekal: Students of Sri Sai Ram
Pre-University College, Anekal,
have achieved a remarkable
100% pass result in the II PUC
examinations in both Science
and Commerce streams, mark-
ing the fourth consecutive year
of cent percent results.

Out of a total of 292 students
who appeared for the examina-
tion, 163 students secured dis-
tinction while 129 students
passed in first class. In an out-
standing achievement, J.
Tanushree from the Science
stream secured 591 out of 600
marks and achieved 8th rank in
the state, while Chaithra ShriR.
from the Commerce stream
scored 593 out of 600 marks and
secured 7th rank at the state
level. Other top-performing stu-
dents include Monisha K (587),
Nikhil Bammigatti (584),
Nandita U (583), Pooja Shri T
(583), Hema Shri R.M (582),
Hussain B (573), and
Priyadarshini S (573), among
the 163 students who passed
with distinction. A total of 21
students scored a perfect 100
marks in various subjects.

along with faculty members and
students.

The college management
organized a felicitation ceremo-
ny to honour the high-achieving
students and their parents. The
event was attended by COO Dr.
Arun Kumar, Trustee K. Patel,
Principal Prof. Anand Raju K,

In recognition of her excep-
tional performance, J.
Tanushree has been awarded
four years of free education at
Sri Sai Ram Engineering
College, as announced by the
management.

ing into human settlements
have increased in recent
days in search of food and
water. They urged residents
inrural areas to remain alert
and cautious.

The department has also
issued public advisories ask-
ing people not to approach
the elephants, avoid attempt-
ing to take photos or videos,

and refrain from unneces-
sary movement during night
hours. Residents have been
instructed to immediately
inform the forest department
in case of any emergency.
Forest personnel continue to
remain deployed at the site,
and officials confirmed that
the situation is currently
under control.

First woman president takes oath at
SSVP Mangalore Central Council

Mangaluru, Apr 13: The St Vincent De

Paul Society, Mangalore Central Council

(SSVP), celebrated a historic milestone

with the oath-taking ceremony of its first-

ever lady president in its 66-year history.

Preetha Lobo, who belongs to the Bendore

Conference, was administered the oath of office by Fr Flavian Lobo,
spiritual advisor, in the presence of Fr Francis D’Souza, former spiritual
advisor, and Fr Walter D’Souza, parish priest of Bendore. Br Joe Coelho,
the outgoing president, expressed his gratitude to all for their support
and cooperation during his six-year tenure.

Shriram Finance hosts mega
‘Sarathi Sangam’, over 7,000
attend in Mangaluru

statements are made in public: DCM
D K Shivakumar tells MLAs

"Some of them did. There is
nothing wrong in asking the
High Command for a ministe-
rial berth. Even first-time and
second-time MLAs can become
ministers — this has happened
before. But this is not the right
time. Elections are still going
on. Some have gone to Tamil
Nadu. Let the elections hap-
pen first, then we can think

Bengaluru Stating that
there was nothing wrong in
MLASs meeting the Party High
Command, Deputy Chief
Minister and KPCC President
D K Shivakumar today warned
that unnecessary public state-
ments would invite disciplin-
ary action from the Party.

Speaking to reporters at the
residence of AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge, he said,
"All MLAs must maintain
party discipline. They must
respect the party. They should
not damage the party's reputa-
tion before the media. The
Chief Minister has already
spoken on this matter.
Everyone's future lies with the
party, not with the media." He

was replying to a question on
25 MLAs visiting New Delhi.
When asked whether the
MLAs had consulted him
before going to Delhi, he said,

about this."

When asked about his meet-
ing with Mallikarjun Kharge,

he said,

"The party had

instructed me to go to Tamil

Nadu. I went and came back,

and need to go again. I had to

mitted my report."

Solar training graduation marks
milestone in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: The WE
Foundation, in partnership
with CGI and BES
Polytechnic, celebrated the
successful completion of a
solar PV installation train-
ing programme, marking a
significant milestone in
skill development for the
renewable energy sector.
The initiative aims to
bridge the skill gap in solar
energy by equipping par-
ticipants with industry-rel-
evant technical expertise,
thereby enhancing employ-
ment opportunities while
promoting sustainable
energy solutions.

The programme aligns
with CGI’'s Environmental,
Social, and Governance
(ESG) commitments and
supports global sustain-
ability goals by fostering
green skills and reducing
carbon emissions. It also
focuses on empowering
youth with future-ready
capabilities to meet the
growing demand for skilled
solar technicians.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nabanita Banerjee,
Director of The WE
Foundation, said the col-
laboration reflects a shared
vision of enabling mean-

ingful careers in
the renewable
energy sector.
Neha Kothari of
CGI highlighted
the role of tech-
nology in driving
sustainable
change, while
S ur e s h
Sivanandaiah
emphasised the
programme’s
grassroots impact
in building confi-
dence and employ-
ability among par-
ticipants.

Vinay B., Principal of
BES Polytechnic, stated
that the initiative provided
students with practical
knowledge and sustainable
practices, reinforcing the
institution’s commitment
to creating industry-ready
professionals and support-
ing the growing “green
jobs” movement.

The programme stands
as a model for collaborative
efforts between industry,
academia, and social organ-
isations to drive economic
empowerment and envi-
ronmental sustainabilit

report on that to the AICC
President. I met him and sub-

Industrial Hub to be Developed Along
with A.R.A.I Centre: M. B. Patil

Bengaluru: The  Union
Government has shown interest
in establishing an ARA.L
(Automotive Research
Association of India) centre in
Mandya district. However,
instead of the initially proposed
100 acres for the A.R.A.I centre,
Large and Medium Industries
Minister M. B. Patil and Union
Minister for Heavy Industries H.
D. Kumaraswamy on Monday dis-
cussed the possibility of develop-
ing a complementary industrial
park spread over at least 500
acres. They also directed officials
to identify suitable land for the
project.Both the Ministers held
detailed discussions with officials
at the Committee Room in
Vidhana Soudha.“If the AR.AI
centre is established on just 100
acres, it will remain a standalone

facility. Instead, it would be more
appropriate to develop a compre-
hensive industrial hub over at
least 500 acres, incorporating the
proposed A.R.A.I centre and sup-
porting the growth of the automo-
bile sector. Union Minister
Kumaraswamy has also agreed to
this proposal. Accordingly,
instructions have been given to the
Special Deputy Commissioner to
identify suitable government or
private land in Mandya district,”
Minister Patil said. Kumaraswamy
had earlier sought 100 acres in
Mandya district for setting up the
ARAI centre, which conducts
vehicle testing and certification.
“We had identified 105 acres near
Basaralu, and this has largely been
agreed upon. However, with the
proposal to develop an industrial
hub now under consideration.

Arogya Bharati Mangalore Division conducted it's Training Programme for
Karyakarthas in Sangha Niketan, Mannagudda. On the occasion State Working
President Dr. P Rajuji and VP Dr. M M Choontharu, Secretary Sri. Raghavendra
and others were present.

Mangaluru, Apr 13: A
grand customer gather-
ing event titled ‘Shri
Arambam Sarathi
Sangam’, organized by
Shriram Finance
Limited, a prestigious
financial institution, was
held with great pomp and
enthusiasm at Adyar
Garden on April 13. The
event witnessed an over-
whelming response, with
more than 7,000 custom-
ers participating, making
it a highly successful and
memorable occasion. A
total of 45 automobile
dealerships took part in
the programme, offering
customers an excellent
opportunity to purchase
vehicles at special dis-
counted rates. On the

same occasion, a medical
camp was organized in
association with
Yenepoya Medical
College, benefiting work-
ers from the transport
sector.  Additionally,
more than 100 employees
and customers actively
participated in a blood
donation drive, contribut-
ing to a noble cause. The
event was graced by the
presence of distinguished
dignitaries  including
Umesh G Revankar, exec-
utive vice chairman;
Sudarshan Holla Balnad,
COO and joint managing
director; Nilesh Odedra,
joint managing director;
and Sridhar Mattam,
executive director and
business unit head.

Youth Power Drives India’s Future-Dr. C. N.
Manjunath at MY Bharat Budget Quest:2026

Bengaluru: MY
Bharat (Mera Yuva
Bharat) initiative,
under the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of
India, Karnataka State,
Bengaluru, successful-
ly organized the “MY
Bharat Budget Quest
2026” Virtual
Conference at the Art
of Living International
Centre on Kanakapura
Main Road, Bengaluru.
The event featured a
prestigious  virtual
interaction with the
Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India, mak-
ing it a significant plat-
form for youth engage-
ment and national
awareness.

Bengaluru Rural

Member of Parliament,
Dr. C. N. Manjunath,
graced the inaugural
function and delivered
an inspiring address to
the gathering.

In his Kkeynote
speech, Dr. Manjunath
highlighted that nearly
30% of India’s popula-
tion falls within the
18-30 age group, posi-
tioning youth as the
true backbone of the
nation. He emphasized
that education is not
merely an academic
achievement but a pro-
found responsibility
towards nation-build-
ing. He underlined that
institutions must nur-
ture not only knowl-
edge but also values,
discipline, and a strong

sense of purpose
among young citizens.
Speaking about the
Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, he
appreciated its vision-
ary initiatives like MY
Bharat, which are
empowering youth by
creating opportunities
for leadership, partici-
pation, and nation-cen-
tric development. He
noted that such plat-
forms play a crucial
role in shaping respon-
sible citizens who con-
tribute meaningfully to
India’s progress.
Addressing the chal-
lenges of the modern
era, he pointed out that
in today’s fast-paced
digital world—espe-
cially with the growing
influence of social
media—youth must
remain focused and
informed about critical
national matters such
as the Union Budget.
He described the bud-
get as a reflection of the
nation’s priorities, eco-
nomic vision, and
developmental road-
map.Despite  global
uncertainties.
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Tamil Nadu parties shower women with poll-time
doles, but no ticket in 46 Assembly seats

CHENNAI: Women voters
outnumber men in 214 of the
234 constituencies in Tamil
Nadu, and political parties
have not spared any effort to
garner their support, ranging
from home appliances to
monthly doles — one more
than the other. However, this
care and attention do not
seem to extend to actual
empowerment by ensuring
electoral representation, as
46 seats do not have a single
woman candidate in the fray.

According to data from the
Election Commission, of the
4,023 candidates contesting
the April 23 Assembly elec-
tion, 3,579 are men, 443 are
women, and one candidate
belongs to the third gender,
contesting from Villivakkam.

Karur has the highest num-
ber of candidates overall and
also the highest number of
male contestants, at 73. In
contrast, Arani constituency
has the highest number of
women candidates, 9, making
it a rare exception in an oth-
erwise male-dominated elec-
toral landscape.

In all, 46 constituencies
have no women candidates,
while 63 have only one
woman candidate each.
Around 60 constituencies
have just two women candi-
dates. Some high-profile con-
stituencies have relatively
better representation.

Karur and Vriddhachalam,

where leaders including MR
Vijayabhaskar and
Premalatha Vijayakanth are
contesting, respectively,
have five to six women candi-
dates each.

The DMK-led Secular
Progressive Alliance has
nominated 25 women candi-
dates, including 19 by the
DMK, 2 each by the Congress
and the VCK, and 1 each by
the CPM and DMDK. The
AIADMK-led National
Democratic Alliance has
fielded 28 women candidates,
including 20 by the AIADMK,

Tamil Nadu

5 by the BJP, and 3 by the
PMK. Actor Vijay’s Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam has fielded
23 women candidates. In
stark contrast is Seeman’s
Naam Tamilar Katchi, which
has 50 per cent women candi-
dates as its stated policy. This
time, the party has nominat-
ed 116 women candidates and
one trans woman.
Incidentally, two reserved
constituencies,
Madurantakam (SC) and
Dharapuram (SC), will wit-
ness all-woman contests,
with the four main fronts

fielding women candidates.

The absence of women can-
didates spans several constit-
uencies across the State,
including Gummidipoondi,
Tiruttani, Tiruvallur,
Harbour, and
Virugambakkam in and
around the State capital. In
Madurai, none of the four
seats — East, West, North,
Central — has woman candi-
dates.

The other such seats are

HYDERABAD
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026

3

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Rajasthan couple dies in fire accident
in Tamil Nadu’s Ranipet

CHENNAI: A massive fire
thatbroke outataMahaveer
Ice Cream shop in Tamil
Nadu’s Arcot claimed the
lives of a couple from
Rajasthan, officials said.
The deceased have been
identified as Pavan Lal and
his wife Sundari, who were
found in a severely burnt
condition. According to
reports, a fire broke out at
the shop, prompting the
Arcot Fire and Rescue
Services personnel to rush
to the scene.

They managed to douse the

blaze and rescued two indi-
viduals trapped inside the
shop. Both the victims were
immediately taken to the
Arcot Government Hospital
for treatment. However,
despite medical efforts, the
doctors announced that

both succumbed to their
injuries.The Arcot Town
Police have registered a
case and initiated an inves-
tigation into the incident.
The cause of the fire is yet to
be known. An investigation
is underway.

Tiruporur, Sholingur,
Anaikattu, Veppanahalli,
Hosur, Thalli, Kilpennathur,
Cheyyar, Gingee,

Tindivanam, Tirukkoyilur,
Omalur, Salem (West),
Gudalur, Palladam,
Coimbatore (South), Pollachi,
Oddanchatram, Srirangam,
Tiruchy (East), Neyveli,
Chidambaram,
Kattumannarkoil,
Vedaranyam, Mannargudi,
Thanjavur, Orathanadu,
Pattukkottai, Alangudi,
Virudhunagar,
Aruppukkottai,
Ramanathapuram,
Srivaikuntam,
Ambasamudram,
Palayamkottai and Killiyoor.

Political parties often nom-
inate women candidates in
select high-profile constitu-
encies, prompting rival par-
ties to follow suit, resulting
in localised increases rather
than uniform representation
across the State.

Egg procurement price rises to
480 paise in Namakkal

CHENNALIL The egg procurement price
in Namakkal zone has been increased by 25
paise to 480 paise following a decision
taken at a National Egg Coordination
Committee (NECC) meeting held recent-
ly, said a Daily Thanthi report. Namakkal
region, one of Tamil Nadu’s key poultry
hubs, has over 1,100 poultry farms with
around 4 crore layer hens. The region pro-
duces nearly 3 crore eggs daily, playing a
significant role in meeting both domestic
and export demand.

The price rise comes after a period of
sharp decline that caused concern among
poultry farmers. Recently, egg prices
dropped by 40 paise within three days, add-
ing to financial stress. The broader
Namakkal belt has over 1,200 farms and
around 8 crore laying hens, producing near-

ly 6 crore eggs daily. Of these, about 80 lakh
eggs were exported daily to Gulf countries
such as Dubai, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and
Bahrain, as well as markets in Africa and
Europe. Hoever, export demand weakened
due to ongoing global conflicts, leading to a
fall in procurement prices. For over 20
days, prices remained below Rs 4.50 per
egg, with traders purchasing at an addi-
tional discount of around 30 paise.

CPM leader cites Union Finance Ministry

For better weight control

CHENNAI: Joining the
ongoing exchange between
Chief Minister MK Stalin
and Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman over
the issue of additional
bonus on minimum support
price for paddy and wheat,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) State secretary P
Shanmugam on Monday
cited official correspon-
dence to counter the Union
Minister’s remarks.

Centre releases letter, FM
Nirmala rebuts Stalin as
row over paddy incentives
intensifies

letter in MSP bonus row

P Shanmugam said
Nirmala Sitharaman’s
claim that the Centre had
not barred incentive bonus-
es for paddy procurement

was contradicted by a letter
issued by the Department of
Expenditure, Union
Finance Ministry, to the
Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary

on January 9, 2026.

He said he had shared the
letter in a post on X to sub-
stantiate his contention
that the Centre’s position
effectively  constrained
State governments from
announcing  additional
bonuses over and above the
minimum support price.

Stalin's paddy incentive
charge politically driven,
slams Nirmala

Questioning the Union
Minister’s remarks, he said
it was inappropriate for a
person holding such a high
office to make statements

that were inconsistent with
official communication.

Centre asked us to con-
sider discontinuing bonus
for paddy: TN CM;
Sitharaman hits back

He reiterated that the
Centre had failed to ensure
a remunerative price for
paddy and said that, at the
very least, it should not pre-
vent State governments
from extending additional
financial support to farm-
ers.He added that any
attempt to obscure facts
would eventually be
exposed.

In diabetes, turmeric may

be the answer

727 almonds a day may
vour health span, st

A person’s oxidative health
refers to their body’s ability to
keep a good balance of free radi-
cals and antioxidants that when
imbalanced, could damage body
cells. Oxidative stress can be
caused by a number of lifestyle
factors, including eating an
unhealthy diet. Past studies
show that eating certain foods
high in antioxidants, like nuts,
may help lower a person’s risk
for oxidative stress.

Now a new study says that eat-
ing about 2 ounces of almonds a
day may help lower oxidative
stress and improve oxidative
health, thus prolonging health
span. A person’s oxidative
health refers to their body’s abil-
ity to keep a good balance of two
specific molecules — free radi-
cals and antioxidants — that,
when imbalanced, could damage
body cells. That imbalance,
known as oxidative stress, can
be caused by lifestyle factors
such as smoking, leading a sed-
entary life, drinking too much
alcohol, and having an
unhealthy diet. It has also been
correlated with environmental
factors such as pollution and
radiation.

Oxidative stress has been
linked to a number of diseases,
including high blood pressure,
kidney disease, type 2 diabetes,
rheumatoid arthritisTrusted
Source, Alzheimer’s disease,
and cancer. “It is crucial for
researchers to find new ways for
people to lower oxidative stress
because this [...] imbalance
between free radicals and anti-
oxidants is a key underlying fac-
tor in the development and pro-

gression of numerous chronic
diseases, including cardiovascu-
lar disease, cancer, and neurode-
generative disorders, as well as
the general aging process,”
Rosario Ligresti, MD, FASGE,
chief of the Division of
Gastroenterology and director
of The Pancreas Center at
Hackensack University Medical
Center in New Jersey, explained
to Medical News Today.
“Oxidative stress can impair
insulin secretion from the pan-
creas and contributes to insulin
resistance in the body’s cells,”
added Jennifer Cheng, DO, chief
of endocrinology at Hackensack
Meridian Jersey Shore
University Medical Center in
New Jersey. “Oxidative stresses
can also damage blood vessels
leading to increased risk of dam-
age leading to myocardial infarc-
tion [and] cerebrovascular

accident.”Past studies have
shown that eating certain foods
high in antioxidants, like leafy
greens, citrus fruits, berries,
and nuts may help lower a per-
son’s risk for oxidative stress.
Now, a study recently published
in the journal Scientific
ReportsTrusted Source says that
eating about 2 ounces of almonds
a day may help lower oxidative
stress and improve oxidative
health, potentially prolonging
the health span.

Consuming 60+ grams of
almonds daily linked to fewer
oxidative stress biomarkers

For this study, researchers
analyzed data from eight differ-
ent studies, encompassing 424
study participants. In addition
to healthy participants, the stud-
ies included participants who
had overweight or obesity,
smoked, or had a chronic dis-

nelp prolong
udy finds

ease like coronary artery dis-
ease or high cholesterol.

The amont of almonds study
participants consumed ranged
from five to 168 grams (g) a day,
for periods of four to 24 weeks.

Upon analysis, scientists
found a dose-dependent link
where eating more than 60 g —
or about 2 ounces (0z) — of
almonds each day helped to sig-
nificantly reduce certain mark-
ers of cellular damage, including
malondialdehyde (MDA) and
8-hydroxy-2 -deoxyguanosine
(8-OHdG)Trusted Source.

Researchers also reported
those who consumed more than
60 g of almonds daily had
improved antioxidant defenses,
and small but significant reduc-
tion to their uric acid levels,
which is also considered to be a
biomarker of oxidative stress.

Ligresti — who was not
involved in this study — com-
mented that its findings are not
entirely surprising, as almonds
are well-known to be rich in anti-
oxidants like vitamin E and poly-
phenols, which are compounds
known to combat cellular
damage.“This systematic review
serves to strengthen and quanti-
fy this expected relationship,
providing more robust evidence
that a specific, higher dose of
almonds can produce a measur-
able biological effect, confirming
their long-held reputation as a
healthy food,” he continued.

“Identifying accessible, food-
based strategies like almond con-
sumption offers a proactive and
low-risk approach to disease pre-
vention and health management
that can empower individuals to

Type 2 diabetes is a major global health concern — in 2017, around 6.28% of the
world’s population lived with the condition, a proportion that is expected to rise to 7%
by 2030. There are several treatments for the condition, but the global cost of treating
type 2 diabetes is projected to be more than $1 trillion by 2030. A new study has found
that turmeric, or its active component curcumin, may help people with prediabetes or
type 2 diabetes lose weight, potentially reducing their need for costly medications.
The number of people with type 2 diabetes — a condition where a person cannot regu-
late their blood glucose — is rising rapidly. In 2017, around 462 million people, or
6.28% of the world’s population lived with the condition.

By 2024, the World Health Organization (WHO)Trusted Source reported that the
number of people living with diabetes worldwide had risen to more than 800 million,
of whom 95% had type 2 diabetes. And the condition can lead to complications such as
cardiovascular disease, vision problems and kidney disease. Obesity and overweight
are common in people with prediabetes and type 2 diabetes, and losing weight can
help manage symptoms, or even reverse the condition in some. Now, a study suggests
that turmeric or curcumin supplements might help people with these conditions on
their weight-loss journey. The review of 20 randomized controlled trials, published in
Nutrition & DiabetesTrusted Source, found that turmeric or curcumin — the active
component of turmeric — had a beneficial effect on some indicators of obesity, and
might therefore help with weight management in people with prediabetes and type 2
diabetes.

Thomas M. Holland, MD, MS, physician-scientist and assistant professor at the
RUSH Institute for Healthy Aging, RUSH University, College of Health Sciences, not
involved in this study, commented to Medical News Today that:

“The findings are modest but noteworthy. The meta-analysis showed that turmeric/
curcumin supplementation led to small but significant reductions in body weight,
walist circumference, fat mass percentage, and hip circumference in people with type
2 diabetes and prediabetes. From a scientific standpoint, these changes, about 2 kg (5
1bs) of weight loss and [approximately] 2-3 cm (about an inch) off the waist, may seem
small, but in population health even minor improvements in central obesity can
reduce metabolic and cardiovascular risk.”

Turmeric or curcumin supplements and weight loss

Turmeric has long been used to add flavor and color to foods, and can also be taken
as a supplement. Studies suggest that it may have antioxidant, antimicrobial and anti-
inflammatory effects, and that it is generally safe and well tolerated at the dosages
found in food, although may have some side effects at higher dosages.

This latest review investigated the effects of turmeric/curcumin supplementa-
tion on measures of body size, including body weight, body mass index (BMI)
Trusted Source, percentage of fat mass, waist circumference, waist-to-hip ratio,
and hip circumference, in 20 different studies. All were randomized controlled
trials comparing supplementation with placebo, carried out in adults with pre-
diabetes or type 2 diabetes. Participants in the studies were given dosages rang-
ing from 80 milligrams per day (mg/day) to 2,100 mg/day, for 8- 36 weeks. The
researchers noted that adverse events, such as stomachache, itching, vertigo,
constipation, hot flashes, and nausea, were reported in only 3 of the 20 studies.
Dosage, duration of supplementation affect weight control n people with type 2
diabetes, turmeric/curcumin supplementation led to improvements in body
weight, waist circumference, body fat percentage, and hip circumference, but not
BMI or waist-to-hip ratio.
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Trump Claims 158 Iranian Ships Destroyed,
Links Anti-Drug Tactics To Hormuz Blockade

US President Donald Trump
on Monday claimed that
Iran's naval forces had been
largely ‘'obliterated'’ and
warned of immediate mili-
tary action against any
remaining vessels that
approach a US-enforced
blockade. In the post on
Truth Social, Trump said
Iran's navy was “lying at the
bottom of the sea” with 158
ships destroyed, while
adding that some smaller
“fast attack ships” had not
been targeted as they were
not initially seen as a major
threat. He issued a direct
warning that any such ves-
sels nearing the blockade
would be “immediately
eliminated”. Trump also
linked the military action to
broader security concerns,
saying the same system
used to counter drug traf-
ficking at sea would be
deployed against Iranian
vessels. He claimed that a
majority of narcotics enter-
ing the United States via sea
routes had already been
stopped. The remarks come
amid sharply escalating ten-
sions in the Gulf region fol-
lowing the collapse of recent
US-Iran talks in Islamabad.
Soon after the failed negoti-
ations, Washington
announced a naval blockade

aimed at preventing ships
from entering or leaving
Iranian ports through the
strategically vital Strait of
Hormuz. The narrow water-
way handles nearly 20% of
global oil supplies, making
it one of the world's most
critical energy chokepoints.
The ongoing conflict and
restrictions on shipping
have already disrupted oil
flows and raised concerns of
further price spikes and
supply shortages. However,
independent reports, such
as that of The New York
Times, suggest that while
Iran's larger naval assets
have taken significant dam-
age during weeks of US-led

strikes, many of its smaller,
fast-moving boats remain
operational and continue to
pose a threat in the region.
Military  experts have
warned that enforcing a full
blockade would be a com-
plex and risky operation,
potentially provoking retali-
ation from Iran and further
destabilising the region.
The latest statement under-
scores the fragile state of the
situation, with a temporary
ceasefire still in place but
under increasing strain.
Diplomatic efforts are con-
tinuing behind the scenes,
but Trump's remarks signal
that the US is prepared to
escalate militarily if ten-

sions are not resolved soon.
Two people in the northern
Israeli city of Nahariya are
being treated by medics fol-
lowing reports of strikes
being fired at the city,
according to Israel's Magen
David Adom emergency
service. One of those being
treated is a 60-year-old
woman, Wwho sustained
minor injuries due to a "pro-
jectile", it writes on
Telegram. Lebanon's state-
run National News Agency
reports that Hezbollah
today announced an air
attack on the Liman bar-
racks, north of Nahariya, as
part of a wider set of strikes.
The Israel Defense Forces

(IDF) says it has intercepted
more than 10 missiles
launched from Lebanon at
Israel and its forces operat-
ing in southern Lebanon
since this morning. The mil-
itary also said earlier today
it was expanding its opera-
tions in the south of
Lebanon. The video shows
rubble where a building
once stood and damage to
the wall of a neighbouring
structure. It is not clear
what the intended target
was. We’ve confirmed the
location of the footage and
verified that it was first
shared online earlier today,
indicating that it’s recent.
Separately, the Israeli mili-
tary says it is close to cap-
turing the Hezbollah strong-
hold of Bint Jbeil in south-
ern Lebanon. Let's turn
now to the situation in
Lebanon, where fighting
has continued despite a
ceasefire between the US
and Iran, which Israel says
does not apply to its cam-
paign against Hezbollah.
According to the latest fig-
ures from Lebanon's pub-
lic health ministry, 2,089
people - including 166 chil-
dren - been killed in the
country since 2 March,
reports the state-run
National News Agency.
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Al+ SMARTPHONE NOVA 2
GOES ON SALE ON FLIPKART
STARTING APRIL 14

Ai+ Smartphone has
announced the commence-
ment of sales of its latest
device, Nova 2, as part of the
newly launched Nova Series.
Designed for everyday relia-
bility and expressive personal
style, the Nova 2 will be avail-
able exclusively on Flipkart
and select retail outlets start-
ing April 14 at 12 noon The
Ai+ Nova 2 will be available
at the following pricing:

4GB+64GB18,999
6GB+128GB | 10,999

"The Nova Series is our
strongest expression yet of
what Ai+ stands for, technol-
ogy that is accessible, reli-
able, and built for real every-
day use. With Nova 2, we
wanted to make sure that
users who are upgrading for

the first time or switching to
Ai+ find everything they
need without compromise.
We are excited to open sales
on April 14 and bring more
users into the Ai+ ecosys-
tem," said Madhav Sheth,
CEO, Ai+ Smartphone and
Founder, NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies.

Performance That Powers
Your Day

The Nova 2is equipped with a
6000mAh battery designed to
keep up with a full day of
streaming, browsing, gam-
ing, and multitasking. It runs
on Android 16 with
NxtQuantum OS, delivering
a smooth and optimised expe-
rience straight out of the box.
Featuring a 6.745-inch HD+
display with a 120Hz adaptive

refresh rate and HBM sup-
port, the Nova 2 delivers fluid
visuals and seamless scroll-
ing whether users are con-
suming content or navigating
everyday tasks.

A Camera and Design Built
for Everyday Life

The smartphone comes with
a 50MP rear camera designed
to capture sharp, natural
images across lighting condi-
tions, along with an 8MP
front camera for clear selfies
and video calls. The Nova 2
further features a refined
build with IP64 resistance
and a side-mounted finger-
print sensor, available in five
distinct colours — Purple,
Green, Pink, Blue, and Black
— each designed to reflect a
different personality.

US judge dismisses $10bn Trump defama-
tion suit against Wall Street Journal

B A USjudge has
dismissed a case
against the publisher
of the Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) over a
story about ties the
US president had to
convicted sex
offender Jeffrey
Epstein.

—
A US judge has dismissed a
case against the publisher of
the Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) over a story about ties
the US president had to con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein. Trump sued the
American newspaper and its
owners including Rupert
Murdoch in a Florida federal
court last summer, asking
for at least $10bn (£7.4bn) in
damages. The president
claimed the newspaper
defamed him in a 17 July
report that said Trump's
name was in a "birthday
book" given to Epstein in
2003. In that message, the
Journal reported, Trump
included a drawing of a
woman's body. Trump's

LIC Approves 1:1 Bonus Shares: Check
Issue Size, Timeline And Other Details

lawyer told CBS News, the
BBC's US news partner, that
the president will refile the
"powerhouse" suit. US
District Judge Darrin Gayles
said Trump came "nowhere
close" to showing the WSJ
acted with actual malice
towards him. The case was
dismissed without prejudice,
though Trump will be
allowed to file a new, amend-
ed lawsuit. He has until 27
April to do so. Trump's
lawyer said the president
will "continue to hold
accountable those who traf-
fic in Fake News to mislead

"o

the American People".
The standard for "actual
malice" in defamation cases
is that defendants must
prove that a public state-
ment was both false, and that
the news organisation or
individual who made the
statement knew or should
have known that it was false
or acted in reckless disre-
gard of its falsity. In his rul-
ing, Gayles said he had to
dismiss the complaint
because Trump had "not
plausibly alleged that the
Defendants published the
Article with actual malice".

The WSJ, owned by
Murdoch's company News
Corp., published exclusive
reporting over the summer
tying Trump and Epstein
together through the birth-
day book. Shortly after
Democratic lawmakers pub-
lished an image of the birth-
day note on social media,
ahead of the release of other
documents related to
Epstein. The newspaper did
not publish an image of the
note at the time but the

details of its written descrip-
tion matched the picture that
was released by lawmakers.

Life Insurance Corporation
of India said on Monday that
the Board of Directors autho-
rised the allotment of fully
paid-up bonus equity shares
worth Rs 6,352 crore.

The shares, which carry a
face value of Rs 10, are being
issued in a 1:1 ratio, effective-
ly doubling its paid-up share
capital. Under this structure,
shareholders receive one
new bonus equity share for
every one existing share
held. This is the first ever
bonus issue announced by
LIC. The company will com-
pleted the issue of bonus
shares within two months
from the date of approval,
which is on or before June
12.

However, the proposal is
subject to approval from the
shareholders of the
Corporation and will be done
in accordance with the appli-
cable provisions.

Following the move, LIC's
paid-up share capital will
increase from 632 crore
shares to 1,264 crore shares.
The monetary value of the
post-issue capital will stand
at approximately Rs. 12,649
crore.

Life
Insurance

LIC Q3FY26

State-owned life insurer LIC
reported a 17% jump in net
profit at Rs 12,958 crore in the
third quarter ended
December 2025. The coun-
try's biggest insurer, Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), earned a net
profit of Rs 11,056 crore in the
year-ago period.

During the quarter, the net
premium income of the
insurer rose to Rs 1,25,613
crore from Rs 1,06,891 crore
in the same period a year
ago, LIC said in a regulatory
filing.

The total income also
improved to Rs 2,33,984 crore
in the latest December quar-

Corporation of India (LIC) is
likely to announce its first-
ever bonus issue of shares
tomorrow, following its
board meeting which is
scheduled for April 13
(Monday). The state-run
company had announced ear-
lier last week that its board of
directors will hold a meeting

to consider and recom-
mend its first-ever
bonus issue of
shares. Bonus
issue con-

. e . sists of free
ter Corporation of India said shares
com- on Monday that the Board of distrib-
pared Directors authorised the allot- uted by a
to Rs ment of fully paid-up bonus company

equity shares worth Rs from its
2,01,994 6.352 reserves
crore in =& Crore. and is often
the same seen as a sign

period a year
ago.

LIC Share Price

LIC's stock ended 0.66% high-
er at Rs 798.35 apiece on the
NSE on Monday. This com-
pared to a 0.86% decline in
the Nifty index. The stock
has fallen 5.09% year-to-date,
and 4.23% in the last 12
months. Insurance behe-
moth Life Insurance

of strong finan-

cial health and
growth prospects. While the
issue of bonus shares

increases the total number of
outstanding shares, it does
not change the company's
markcapitalisation.
However, it can improve lig-
uidity and affordability,
allowing more investors to
add shares of the company to
their portfolio.

RBI 'Returns' Ujjivan SFB's Universal
Bank License Application; Lender Says
Will 'Re-Apply In Due Course'

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has returned the
universal banking license
application filed by
Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank (SFB), saying the
lender must diversify it's
asset book more before
applying for the license,
according to an exchange
filing. “The RBI through
their aforesaid letter took
note of the Bank's recent
efforts towards diversifi-
cation of its loan portfolio.
However, they were of the
view that there is scope for
progress in this area.
Therefore, RBI have
returned the above-men-
tioned application and
advised the Bank to con-
sider applying again after
demonstrating a diversi-
fied loan portfolio,” the
notice said. The applica-
tion for transitioning to a
Universal Bank was sub-
mitted as part of the bank's
long-term growth plans,
the lender said in a state-
ment. "Ujjivan will contin-

ue to embark on the path
of diversification and will
resubmit the application
in due course, keeping
RBI's guidance in view," it
added. This is the second
application by a SFB that
the RBI has “returned” in
recent past. The regulator
had earlier returned Jana
SFB's universal bank
license application, while

giving in-principle
approval to AU SFB to con-
vert to an universal bank
and granting in-principle
approval to Fino
Payments Bank request to
transition into a SFB.
Ujjivan SFB's gross loan
book stood at Rs. 37,057
crore in Q3FY26 and
group loans formed 45%
of loan book.

Oil Weekly Outlook: Prices Seen Firm Above
$100 as Hormuz Blockade Lifts Risk Premium

Qil prices are expected to
trade firm this week after
US President Donald Trump
announced a blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz following
the collapse of negotiations
between Iranian and US offi-
cials in Pakistan. Sentiment
was further boosted by
traders increasing their
long positions and by tight-
ness in the physical market.
Daniel Hynes, senior com-
modities strategist at ANZ
Research, said tensions will
rise further after Trump
warned that the US would
impose a naval blockade on
the strait. "Not only does
this restrain exports from
Persian Gulf oil producers,
but it will also restrict Iran's
ability to export oil and will
exacerbate the supply dis-
ruptions the market is expe-
riencing," he said. The US
Central Command, or
CENTCOM, said in a state-
ment that it will implement
a blockade of all maritime
traffic entering and exiting
Iranian ports on April 13 at
10 a.m. US Eastern Time.

"The blockade will be
enforced impartially against
vessels of all nations enter-
ing or departing Iranian
ports and coastal areas,
including all Iranian ports
on the Arabian Gulf and
Gulf of Oman," it said. This
pushed the price of New
York-traded West Texas
Intermediate crude and
global benchmark Brent
crude above the psychologi-
cally important $100-a-bar-
rel mark on Monday. The

risk premium tied to
Hormuz, Iranian exports
and possible retaliation
remains alive. "Even with-
out a full resumption of war,
crude is likely to stay sup-
ported as long as the Strait
remains a point of con-
frontation," said Charu
Chanana, chief investment
strategist at Saxo Bank, in a
note to clients. On the tech-
nical front, the WTI May
crude contract has support
at $94-$90 a barrel, while

resistance stands at $118-
$120 a barrel this week, said
Pranav Mer, vice president
of research, commodity and
currency, at JM Financial.
On the MCX April crude con-
tract, support is seen at Rs
8,500-Rs 8,000 a barrel and
resistance at Rs 11,200-Rs
11,500, he said. Money man-
agers increased their net long
positions in NYMEX crude by
7,121 lots to 137,838 as of April
7, according to Commodity
Futures Trading Commission

data. The number of rigs
drilling for crude oil in the US
remained flat at 411 in the
week to April 10, Baker
Hughes said in its weekly
report. Last week, crude oil
prices fell sharply on
prospects for peace talks
between US and Iranian offi-
cials, raising hopes of diplo-
matic progress to end the dis-
ruption of supply from the
Persian Gulf and reduce the
risk premium. This week,
market participants will take
cues from the OPEC monthly
report, the International
Energy Agency monthly
report, the International
Monetary Fund meeting, US
consumer price inflation,
China first-quarter GDP,
speeches from  Federal
Reserve governors, and an
update related to the US-Iran
talks. At 1:10 p.m. IST, the
May contract of WTI crude oil
was at $103.69 a barrel. The
April contract on the MCX
was 5.5% higher at Rs 9,658 a
barrel. Meawhile, Brent June
futures surged nearly 7% to
$101.80 per barrel.
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Viktor Orban's 16 years in
power is over and a system
condemned as an "electoral
autocracy" lies in tatters,
defeated by a 45-year-old for-
mer party insider who con-
vinced a majority of
Hungarians to bring it to an
end. "We did it," Péter
Magyar told a crowd of
cheering supporters beside
the River Danube, overlook-
ing Budapest's magnificent
parliament on the other side.
"Together we overthrew the
Hungarian regime."
Preliminary election results,
based on more than 98% of
counted votes, put his Tisza
party on course for an
extraordinary 138 seats, with
Orban's Fidesz on 55 and the
far-right Our Homeland on
six. The landslide will not
only allow Magyar to over-
turn Orban's increasingly
unpopular domestic policies,
but reset Hungary's global
relationships. Orban has
been a close partner of both
US President Donald Trump

earning an in-person
appearance from US Vice-

President JD Vance in the
final week of the campaign -
and Russia's Vladimir Putin,
and he had become a big
thorn in the side of the EU
and Ukraine. Magyar, on the
other hand, stood on a plat-
form of distancing Hungary

from Russia in favour of

more cordial ties with the EU
and Ukraine. For two years,
Magyar took his burgeoning
movement around villages,
town squares and cities, ral-
lying Hungarians who had

had enough of the cronyism
and corruption that had
become endemic in Hungary
over years. "Never before in
the history of democratic
Hungary have so many peo-
ple voted - and no single
party has ever received such
astrong mandate," he said on
Sunday night, after a record
79.5% of the electorate
turned out to vote. Orban's
rule was built up through
four successive election vic-
tories and sweeping majori-

World

ORBAN ERA SWEPT AWAY BY PETER
MAGYAR'S HUNGARY ELECTION LANDSLIDE

ties, but it became clear it
was over in a matter of min-
utes. As pro-Magyar support-
ers waited expectantly in the
square on the Buda side of
the Danube, the Tisza leader
posted an extraordinary
message on Facebook:
"Viktor Orban just called me
on the phone and congratu-
lated us on our victory."
There was barely time to
digest what had just hap-
pened and only 30% of the
vote had at that point been

counted. But moments later,
Orban himself appeared on a
stage in a conference centre a
mile down-river on the other
side of the Danube, sur-
rounded by his glum-looking
Fidesz party colleagues. "The
result of the election is clear
and painful," he told them,
thanking the estimated 2.5
million Hungarians who
stuck by him. "The days
ahead of us are for us to heal
our wounds." Word began to
spread among Magyar sup-
porters, and at the nearby
hotel that had become party
HQ, Tisza activists hugged
each other.

Magyar has promised to
reverse Orban-era changes
to education and health,
tackle corruption, restore
the independence of the judi-
ciary and Kkill off the widely
loathed system of patronage
known as NER that helped
enrich party loyalists and
squander state resources. To
make those changes to the
constitution, he needed a
two-thirds majority of 133 of
the Hungarian parliament's

199 seats. Though the final
results are not yet in, Tisza
is on course for 138. Magyar
had been telling his support-
ers to prepare for a change of
regime, and now they had it
the parties truly started and
the champagne flowed. Cars
blared their horns across
Budapest, women waving
Hungarian flags through
open sun roofs. Many of
those who backed Magyar
are not natural supporters.
For years he backed Orban
and now he has brought him
down. "He's someone you
cannot be absolutely sure
of," a lawyer called Agnes
told the BBC, "but we're at a
point where we need to hope
for something better, which
he promises - and we truly
hope his promises come
true." Another target in
Magyar's sights is pro-Orban
state media. The M1 TV
channel has until now slav-
ishly toed the party line,
along with what were once
independent websites
bought up over time by
Fidesz allies.
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Britney Spears goes into
rehab after driving under the
influence arrest

Britney Spears has gone
into rehab, a month after
she was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the
influence of alcohol and
drugs. The singer voluntar-
ily checked herself into a
treatment facility, her rep-
resentative told multiple
US media outlets on
Sunday. Following her
arrest on 4 March, the star's
representative called the
incident "completely inex-
cusable" and said her loved
ones would "come up with
an overdue needed plan to
set her up for success for
well being". Her entry into
treatment comes three
weeks before the 44-year-old
is due to appear in court in
California to face the DUI
charge. Last month, Spears
was reported to authorities
for driving her BMW "errat-
ically at a high rate of
speed" on a motorway,
California Highway Patrol
said. She "showed signs of
impairment" and submitted
to a series of field sobriety
tests after she was pulled
over. Afterwards, her repre-
sentative told the BBC:

"Britney is going to take the
right steps and comply with
the law and hopefully this
can be the first step in long
overdue change that needs
to occur in Britney's life.
"Hopefully, she can get the
help and support she needs
during this difficult time.
"Her boys are going to be
spending time with her.
Her loved ones are going to
come up with an overdue
needed plan to set her up
for success for well being."
Spears is one of the most
successful pop stars of all
time, with hits such as
Baby One More Time,
Toxic, Everytime, Gimme
More, Womanizer, and
Stronger.

Pope says he has 'no
fear' of Trump after
scathing criticism

Pope Leo has said he has "no
fear" of the Trump adminis-
tration and will continue to
speak out against war after
the US president launched
an unusual and scathing
attack over his stance on the
Iran conflict. Donald Trump
accused the pontiff of being
"WEAK on Crime and terri-
ble for Foreign Policy" in a
Truth Social post, later
telling reporters he was "not
a big fan". The Pope told
reporters en route to Algeria
that he did not want to get
into a debate with Trump but
would continue to promote
peace. He has been a staunch
critic of the Iran war, calling
Trump's threat to destroy
Iranian civilisation "unac-
ceptable" and calling for him
to find an "off-ramp" to end
the conflict. In general, it is
rare for a pope to directly
address statements by world
leaders. There are more than
70 million Catholics in the
US, about 20% of the popula-
tion. They include Trump's
Vice-President JD Vance.
Trump's remarks came as
the pontiff embarked on an
11-day trip to Africa, his sec-
ond major foreign trip since
being elected last year. The

US president wrote in
Sunday’s post that the Pope
"should get his act together"
and said he was "weak on
nuclear weapons", apparent-
ly referring to Tehran's
attempts to become a nuclear
power, cited as one of the rea-
sons for the US and Israel
going to war with Iran. He
also suggested that the pon-
tiff was elected "because he
was American, and they
thought that would be the
best way to deal with
President Donald J Trump".
"If T wasn't in the White
House, Leo wouldn't be in the
Vatican." Asked by reporters
to explain the post, he later
said: "I don't think he's doing
a very good job, he likes
crime, I guess." Trump
added: "He's a very liberal
person, and he's a man who
doesn't believe in stopping
crime, he's a man who does-
n't believe we should be toy-
ing with a country that
wants a nuclear weapon so
they can blow up the world."
In response, the Pope told
reporters on board his plane
to Algiers that he did not see
his role as that of a politician
but as one of spreading the
message of peace.

Ghanaian footballer killed
after armed attackers open
fire at team bus

Ghanaian footballer
Dominic Frimpong has died
after suspected armed rob-
bers opened fire at the bus
carrying his team Berekum
Chelsea back from a match.
"Masked men wielding guns
and assault rifles"
ambushed the bus and
"blocked the road" as the
team returned home on
Sunday, according to the
club. Police say Frimpong
sustained gunshot wounds
and died while receiving
treatment. A manhunt for
the suspects is under way.

The Ghana Football
Association (GFA)
expressed its "profound

shock and deep sorrow",
describing the 20-year-old as
a "promising young talent
whose dedication and pas-
sion for the game embodied
the spirit of our league". The

team was on the road back
from a Ghana Premier
League game against
Samartex in Samreboi -
270km (170 miles) away
from Berekum - which they
lost 1-0. "[The men] started
shooting at our bus as the
driver tried to reverse,"
Berekum Chelsea said in a
statement on Monday.
"The players and staff fled
into nearby bushes to take
cover."

Katya Adler: Jubilation in Budapest will
be felt in Europe but leaves Moscow cold

Budapest's

iconic Chain
Bridge links both sides of the
city - beautiful Buda with

vibrant Pest - across the
river Danube. At night, the
lights that illuminate the
bridge shimmer like mini
moons in the waters below.
Normally, it's a favourite
spot for tourist selfies - but
not this Sunday. Following a
historic election result that
unceremoniously  booted
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban out after 16 years in
government, the bridge was
lit up in red, white and green

the colours of the
Hungarian flag. Supporters
of the triumphant Péter
Magyar and his Tisza party
said they felt they were get-
ting their country back. A
sense Magyar reflected back

"We brought down the
Orban regime - together we
liberated Hungary. We took
back our homeland! Thank
you! Thank you all!" There
was a definite sense here
that history was being made.
Voter turnout was record-

to them in his victory
speech. "We did it," he said.

breaking. Despite Orban's
iron grip on state media, the

changes he introduced to the
electoral system to favour
his party and the huge influ-
ence his friends and family
members have in positions of
power in the "illiberal
democracy" he said he
turned Hungary into, the
Fidesz leader was totally
trounced at the polls. I

watched crowds of first-time
voters dancing through
Budapest's backstreets,
drunk with a heady mix of
hope and incredulity in the
early hours of Monday morn-
ing. "I cried when I put the X
on my ballot paper," Zsofia
told me. "I still can't quite
believe we did it. But we did!"
As Zsofia spoke, her group of
friends were loudly chanting
"Russians Go home!" It's an
ironic full circle for Orban.
He became famous in 1989 in
then-communist Hungary,
calling on Russians to go
home in a passionate speech
he gave in the dying days of
the Soviet Union. It's a
phrase that first ricocheted
through Budapest during
Hungary's ill-fated anti-com-
munist uprising of 1956. But
over the years, Orban
changed his political stripes.

PERU ELECTION DRAGS INTO SECOND
DAY AFTER BALLOT DELIVERY FIASCO

The results of the general
election in Peru have been
delayed after tens of thou-
sands of people were unable
to vote due to technical and
logistical problems at a
number of polling stations.
The electoral authorities
have granted a one-day
extension to more than
50,000 voters who could not
cast their ballots on Sunday.
A preliminary count of half
the votes that were cast put
conservative candidate
Keiko Fujimori slightly
ahead of the right-wing for-
mer mayor of the capital,
Lima, Rafael Lopez Aliaga -
but the battle for second
place is still very close-run.
All candidates are far short
of the 50% of votes needed to

win outright, making a run-
off between the top two can-
didates on 7 June almost cer-
tain. Voters who experi-
enced problems in Lima and
at polling stations abroad -
such as in Orlando, Florida
and Paterson, New Jersey -
will be able to cast their bal-
lots on Monday, the elec-

toral authorities ruled.
Scores of polling stations
opened late or, in some
cases, not at all. Peru's cur-
rent President José Maria
Balcazar said that the com-
pany hired to deliver the
voting material had failed to
do so in time. Voting is
mandatory for Peruvians

aged between 18 and 70, and
those failing to cast their
vote can incur a fine. In
total, more than 27 million of
Peruvians were asked to
vote for members of both
houses of Congress and for a
new president. Whoever
wins the presidential race
will replace the 83-year-old
Balcazar, who has only been
in the job since February.
Peru's political establish-
ment has been rocked by a
series of scandals and
impeachments that have led
to the resignations, ousters
and impeachments of six
presidents in the last
decade. The last president to
serve out his term in full
was Ollanta Humala, who
governed from 2011 to 2016.

US BLOCKADE OF IRANIAN PORTS TAKES EFFECT AS
TRUMP THREATENS TO DESTROY 'ATTACK SHIPS'

Two people in the northern
Israeli city of Nahariya are
being treated by medics fol-
lowing reports of strikes
being fired at the city, accord-
ing to Israel's Magen David
Adom emergency service.
One of those being treated is
a 60-year-old woman, who
sustained minor injuries due
to a "projectile", it writes on
Telegram. Lebanon's state-
run National News Agency
reports that Hezbollah today
announced an air attack on
the Liman barracks, north of
Nahariya, as part of a wider
set of strikes. The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) says it
has intercepted more than 10
missiles launched from
Lebanon at Israel and its
forces operating in southern
Lebanon since this morning.

The military also said earlier
today it was expanding its
operations in the south of
Lebanon. The video shows
rubble where a building once
stood and damage to the wall
of a neighbouring structure.
It is not clear what the
intended target was. We've
confirmed the location of the
footage and verified that it
was first shared online earli-
er today, indicating that it’s
recent. Separately, the Israeli
military says it is close to
capturing the Hezbollah
stronghold of Bint Jbeil in
southern Lebanon. Let's turn
now to the situation in
Lebanon, where fighting has
continued despite a ceasefire
between the US and Iran,
which Israel says does not
apply to its campaign against

Hezbollah. According to the
latest figures from Lebanon's
public health ministry, 2,089
people - including 166 chil-
dren - been killed in the coun-
try since 2 March, reports the

staterun National News
Agency. An additional 6,762
people have been injured, it
adds.Back in the UK
Parliament in London, Prime
Minister Keir Starmer has

just finished updating MPs
on the situation in the Middle
East. Here's a quick rundown
of what he said:

The US-Iran ceasefire agree-
ment was "undeniably wel-
come", but Lebanon must be
included under the terms He
hoped negotiations would
continue without further
escalations, including in the
Strait of Hormuz - a "running
sore", which has been
"shamefully exploited" by
Iran The impact of Iran's
behaviour was causing
"untold" economic damage,
visible "on every petrol court
in the country" Businesses in
the energy, shipping, insur-
ance and finance sectors told
him that vessels would not
travel through the strait
"until it is safe to do so"

Dozens of countries will con-
vene a summit later this
week on the situation in the
vital waterway It will focus
diplomatic efforts towards a
negotiated end to the conflict
and reopening the strait, and
military planning to "provide
assurance for shipping" at
that point

As we've reported, Donald
Trump has threatened to
strike forcefully any small
Iranian "fast attack ships"
that threaten the US block-
ade. As Trump alluded to,
most of the US strikes
focused on Iranian naval tar-
gets have been larger vessels
and submarines, which were
seen as strategically impor-
tant targets to ensure
American military domi-
nance in the Persian Gulf.

Controlled demolition
brings down luxury
Miami hotel in seconds

A hotel at one of Miami's
most exclusive locations
was demolished to make
way for something even
bigger. Demolition experts
conducted the controlled
implosion of the former
Mandarin Oriental,
Miami on Brickell Key, on
12 April. The human-made
island is at the mouth of
the Miami River, across
from downtown. This
marks the largest implo-
sion for Miami in more
than a decade. The 23-
story building opened 25
years ago and collapsed
within seconds following
the blast. According to
Swire Properties, the dem-
olition will make way for
the groundbreaking of The
Residences at Mandarin
Oriental, Miami. Will
Smith, Penelope Cruz and
the Real Madrid soccer
team were guests. The
resort’s signature restau-
rant Azul, which closed in
2019, was once helmed by
Miami celebrity chef

Michelle Bernstein. And
in 2024, it was one of 10
hotels in Miami-Dade
County awarded one
Michelin key in the presti-
gious French guide’s
debut ratings of accommo-
dations. Yet, none of that
was enough for the cur-
rent edition of the
Mandarin Oriental on
Brickell Key in South
Florida’s frenetic real
estate and hospitality mar-
kets.

On Sunday morning just
after 8:30 a.m., the 23-story
building and 6-story park-
ing garage came tumbling
down. The hotel is gone. It
marked the largest implo-
sion for Miami in more
than a decade, officials
said. The collapse started
slowly. Blue and pink
smoke began to billow
from the top of the build-
ing, followed by explo-
sions and a soft roar that
crescendoed to a giant
thud as all floors collapsed
in under 20 seconds.




Formula 1 Likely To Make India Return In 2027,
Government Working To Resolve Tax Issues

The roar of high-perform-

ance engines is set to
return to the Buddh
International Circuit
(BIC), as the Indian

Government has officially
signalled its intent to
bring Formula 1 back to
the country by 2027.
Following recent discus-
sions, the Sports Minister
has expressed confidence
that the long-standing hur-
dles that saw the Indian
Grand Prix exit the calen-
dar after 2013 are finally
being dismantled. While
the Indian Government
has declared itself "ready"
to host the race, the final
inclusion depends on the
FIA and Formula One
Management (FOM). The
BIC is expected to be a
serious contender for a
slot on the 2027 calendar.
"We are aiming to host
Formula 1 in 2027. We
have had favourable talks
with the FIA. The event
will be held at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Noida, even though we
have tracks in Chennai

and Hyderabad. MotoGP
will come to India before
Formula One does," Sports

Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said during a
briefing. Historically, the
"tax-heavy" classification
of F1 as entertainment
rather than sport was
what drove the sport away
from India. The Ministry
has indicated that tax

issues will be settled, pro-
viding the fiscal clarity
required by international
organisers and teams. The
Ministry has set a tight
deadline, stating that all
logistical and circuit-relat-
ed arrangements for
Formula 1 will be complet-
ed within the next three to
six months. "All the tax
and infrastructure issues

will be settled. In the next
3-6 months, India will be
ready to host Formula One
once again," Mandaviya
said. The BIC, located in
Greater Noida, remains
one of the most technical
and well-regarded tracks
designed by Hermann
Tilke. Despite the hiatus,
the circuit has recently
hosted successful interna-

tional events, including
MotoGP, proving its capa-
bility to handle world-
class racing. The Sports
Minister also revealed
that India is set to host a
MotoGP event before the
return of F1. "MotoGP will
come to India before
Formula One does. The
FMSCI will be given recog-
nition. They will have the
next round of talks with
the FIA and also sign a
contract for the event to
happen in India. Three
companies have spoken to
me and shown their inter-
est in organising Formula
1 in India," he concluded.
Formula One races were
held in Noida for only
three seasons (2011, 2012,
and 2013) at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Greater Noida. Sebastian
Vettel, driving for Red
Bull Racing, won all three
editions of the event. The
return of F1 is viewed as
more than just a sporting
event, but a strategic move
to boost India's profile as a
global sports hub.
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Brett Lee Pays Emotional Tribute To
Asha Bhosle: "Fortunate To Have
Shared A Small Moment"

Australian cricket legend
Brett Lee paid a beautiful
tribute to the iconic Indian
singer Asha Bhosle, who
passed away on 12 April at
the age of 92. Lee remains
one of the few cricketers
who had the privilege of
working with Bhosle, the
two famously collaborating
on the track 'You're the One
for Me' in 2007. The song
remains fresh in the minds
of cricket lovers in India, as
such a crossover was never
seen again. Taking to
Instagram, Lee recalled his
meeting with Bhosle and
lauded her for being so hum-
ble despite her stardom. "I
had the pleasure of writing
and recording You're the
One for Me with Asha
Bhosle back in 2006. It's
something Ill always be
incredibly grateful for.
What stayed with me most
wasn't just her extraordi-
nary talent, but how kind
and humble she was. For
someone who had achieved
so much in her life, she car-
ried herself with such

warmth and generosity,"
Lee wrote on Instagram.
"My thoughts are with her
family and friends at this
time. I feel very fortunate to
have shared even a small
moment with someone so
special. There's no doubt her
legacy will live on for gener-
ations to come," he added. In
his autobiography, My Life:
Brett Lee, he opened up
about the memorable collab-
oration, revealing that the
music video for the song was
filmed during his visit to
India for the 2006
Champions Trophy. The

cricketer even lent his voice
to Hindi lines in the track,
including "Haan, main
tumhara hu, tumhara hi
rahunga." "I had great fun. I
didn't tell any of my team-
mates what I was up to,
when I went to shoot, I told
them I was just going for a
look through the streets.
Four months after that
whirlwind recording experi-
ence, I caught up with Asha
when she visited Sydney to
perform at the Opera House.
She gave me her compila-
tion album with a personal-
ly signed message.

"1st IPL. Match To Be Longer Than Dhurandhar 2'"': 4 Hour,
23 Minutes Long MI vs RCB Sets Social Media Abuzz

One thing the T20 format
brought for fans was fast-
paced action. With the advent
of the format, fans could
watch a full cricket match in
less than four hours.
However, the Mumbai
Indians vs Royal Challengers
Bengaluru IPL 2026 match
was nowhere close to that.
The toss for the match took
place at 7 pm IST, and the last
ball of the game was bowled
after 11:45 pm. According to
some reports, the match ran
for four hours and 23 min-
utes, making it the longest
IPL game without a Super
Over. Joy Bhattacharjya,
who earlier served as Team
Director of Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR), made an
intriguing and hilarious com-
ment. "Another record for the
IPL. The first match which
was longer than Dhurandhar

2!" he wrote on X. The run-
time of Dhurandhar: The
Revenge was close to three
hours and 50 minutes.
Meanwhile, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru skip-
per Rajat Patidar expressed
pride in his team's perform-
ances and stated that consis-

tently posting 200-plus totals
shows the amount of talent in
the squad. RCB continued
their strong run in IPL 2026
with an 18run victory over
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium, register-
ing their highest-ever total at
the venue. Riding on a blister-

ing 78 off 36 balls by Phil Salt,
who was named Player of the
Match, and a captain's knock
of 53 off 20 balls by Rajat
Patidar, RCB posted a formi-
dable total on Sunday. With
the ball, Krunal Pandya (1/26)
and Suyash Sharma (2/47)
played key roles in restricting
Mumbai's chase. Reflecting
on the team's consistent bat-
ting performances, skipper
Patidar said, "At the moment,
it feels like we are scoring
200-plus in every match. It
gives me a lot of confidence,
and as a captain, I feel like I
have a lot of talent in the
team." Patidar, who also
recorded the fastest fifty by a
captain in the tournament's
history with a 17-ball half-
century, elaborated on his
batting approach: "I don't
really think too much about
how I want to play.

"What Are You Saying?" Yuvraj Singh Reveals How
Gary Kirsten Stumped Indian Team With Bold Promise

Gary Kirsten oversaw a peri-
od in Indian cricket during
which India dominated
world cricket. The dressing
room at that time (2008 to
2011) consisted of cricketing
giants like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, and Zaheer Khan,
as well as relatively younger
superstars such as MS
Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh, and
Virat Kohli. Kirsten did a
commendable job of holding
the dressing room together
and was the coach of the 2011
World Cup-winning team.
Former India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh has highlight-
ed the transformative
impact of former head coach
Gary Kirsten on Indian
cricket, recalling how his
man-management skills and
belief in players played a

defining role in the team's
success between 2008 and
2011. Speaking to former
England captain Michael
Vaughan on India's white-
ball growth during Kirsten's
tenure from 2008 to 2011,
Yuvraj reflected on the
South African's arrival at a
crucial phase, when India
were building towards a

period of sustained domi-
nance across formats. "I
think Gary Kirsten was a big
influence at that moment.
Gary was a good man. We
needed a good guy - that's all
we wanted. Someone who
said, 'Guys, let's be one on the
park. Let's be together." And
Gary was very hardwork-
ing," Yuvraj said in a video

shared by the Stick to
Cricket podcast on Monday.
"And I think the day he
came, he said that in the next
four years, till the 2011 World
Cup, we are going to be the
number one T20 side, the
number one Test side, and
the number one ODI side.
And a couple of guys looked
at each other like, 'What are
you saying?' And that's what
we did in the next four years
- while Australia were domi-
nating as well. So, I think his
intention was good. He is a
good man, and he took
Indian cricket to a different
level," he added. Kirsten's
tenure coincided with one of
India's most successful phas-
es, culminating in the 2011
ICC Cricket World Cup tri-
umph and consistent top
rankings across formats.

"Did You Say Like A Movie?'" Pakistani Reporter's
IPL Question Leaves Overseas Coach In Splits

Yet another Pakistan Super League (PSL)
press conference saw an Indian Premier
League (IPL) question leave everyone
stunned on Sunday. Former New Zealand
cricketer Jacob Oram, who is coaching the
Islamabad United team, was asked to draw
his conclusions on a comparative statement
made between the two T20 leagues on either
side of the border by South African cricketer
Rilee Rossouw. Oram, however, was left in
stitches when the reporter finished his ques-
tion. Rossouw had called IPL a longer tour-
nament, in comparison to PSL, while also
suggesting that since there are many
Bollywood owners in the Indian league, it
feels like a movie. Reporter: Recently, Rilee
Rossouw said the Pakistan Super League is
amore competitive and compact league, and
IPL feels like a movie rather than actual
cricket. So what's your thought on it? Jacob
Oram: Did you say like a movie? (laughing)
Reporter: I didn't say it, Rilee Rossouw did.
Jacob Oram: "Similar tournaments but very
different. The IPL is twice as long, but I
haven't coached in the IPL, I have only
played there. That was a long time ago. It has
grown into a bit of a behemoth. In terms of

coaching, this is my first opportunity in the
PSL, and I am loving it. The Islamabad
United group, from the staff to the players
to everyone, has been so welcoming. I
would love to have crowds here, for the
atmosphere and the vibe, but I understand
the reasons why they are not here.
Everything else is well looked after, well
catered for. So far, so good here, loving it.
We are very happy to be here." Since the
PSL 2026 season started, a clear pattern in
press conferences has been seen.

Kochi's Kalina Rangers Clinch Maiden Red
Bull Four 2 Score National Championship

The Red Bull Four 2 Score
National Finals concluded
with a spectacular display of
football, as amateur players
from across the country bat-
tled it out for the coveted title
and the opportunity to repre-
sent India on the global
stage. The high-energy 4v4
tournament lived up to its
reputation, delivering
intense action and showcas-
ing the immense talent of
grassroots footballers.
Mumbai City FC star and
Indian National team for-
ward Vikram Pratap Singh
was also present on the occa-
sion. In the finals, Team
Kalina Rangers from Kochi
emerged victorious with the
help of a sudden death gold-
en goal by Tyson Patel,
defeating all other teams to
bag the bragging rights and
a chance to represent India
at the World Finals. The Best

of India Rise to the Occasion
Throughout the competi-
tion, teams from 10 cities
showcased their talent,
resilience, and passion for
the sport. After weeks of
exhilarating qualifiers, the
National Finals in
Coimbatore saw the best of
India go head-to-head in a
battle for supremacy. The

victorious team Kalina
Rangers will now embark on
an even greater journey, the
Road to the World Finals in
Canada, where they will rep-
resent India at the Red Bull
Four 2 Score World Final
later this year, where they
will be looking to etch their
name in Red Bull Four 2
Score history.

Jannik Sinner Beats Carlos Alcaraz In Straight Sets In
Monte Carlo Final To Reclaim No. 1 Ranking

annik Sinner beat
J defending champion

Carlos Alcaraz 7-6 (5),
6-3 on Sunday to win the
Monte Carlo Masters for the
first time and reclaim the
world No. 1 ranking from
his biggest tennis rival.
"The result is amazing,"
Sinner said. "Getting back
to No. 1 means a lot to me."
Four-time Grand Slam
champion Sinner met
seven-time major winner
Alcaraz in their ninth final,
in what is often referred to
as the "Sincaraz" rivalry.
Sinner trimmed Alcaraz's
head-to-head lead to 10-7
while clinching his 27th
career title overall and his

first Masters title on clay.
The 24-year-old Italian will
return to the top spot in the
ATP rankings on Monday.
Sinner rallied from 3-1 down
in the second set amid blus-
tery conditions at the Monte
Carlo Country Club and
served out the match,
clinching it on his first
match point when Alcaraz
returned a forehand long. "It
was a bit windy, a bit breezy
- different conditions from
what the tournament has
brought,” Sinner said. "I am
very happy to win a big title
on this surface. I haven't
done it before, and it means
a lot to me." Alcaraz had
won his previous 17 match-

es on clay but struggled on

Sunday, committing 45
unforced errors.
Nevertheless, he praised

Sinner. "It is impressive
what you are achieving
right now," Alcaraz said.
"Congratulations on every-
thing." Sinner dropped to
his knees after Alcaraz's
shot landed out and then
jogged over to celebrate
with his box. "I felt a bit
tired, so I tried to keep the
right mentality," Sinner
said. "Winning this trophy
means a lot to me." It was
Sinner's third title of the
year after sweeping Indian
Wells and Miami - also win-
ning those finals in straight

sets - to become only the
fourth man to reach the
finals at the first three
Masters events of the sea-
son. He joined Novak
Djokovic (in 2015) as the
only player to win the first
three Masters tournaments
of the year. Alcaraz's two
titles this season include the
Australian Open, where the
22-year-old Spaniard
became the youngest man to
win all four Grand Slam
tournaments. He produced a
stunning comeback to beat
Sinner in last year's French
Open final, then lost the
Wimbledon final to Sinner
before defeating him again
in the U.S. Open final.

R VAISHALI UNDER
PRESSURE IN WOMEN'S
CANDIDATES

Indian Grandmaster R
Vaishali will be under pres-
sure when she takes on for-
mer women's world cham-
pion Zhongyi Tan of China
in the penultimate round of
the Candidates chess tour-

nament in Paphos.
Vaishali, who was leading
by a full point, suffered a
setback in the 12th round,
playing with white she lost
to China's Jiner Zhu, who
has now drawn level at the
top of the points table.
Vaishali will need to
regroup after the final rest
day of the tournament,
which will determine the
challenger to reigning
world champion Wenjun Ju
of China. Apart from
Zhongyi, Vaishali also faces
a tricky challenge from
Russia's Kateryna Lagno,
who may be out of title con-
tention but remains a for-
midable opponent.
Kazakhstan's Bibisara
Assaubayeva is also in the
hunt after a hard-fought
win over Lagno, while
UKkraine's Anna Muzychuk
too remains in contention.
The two are trailing the
leaders by half a point, set-
ting up a potentially
thrilling finish. Vaishali
and Zhu share the lead on
seven points. with

Assaubayeva and
Muzychuk close behind on
6.5 points. The Russian duo
of Aleksandra Goryachkina
and Lagno are on 5.5, while
India's Divya Deshmukh
and Tan are further back on
five points. It is clear that a
lot can go right-or-wrong
for all the four players in
contention. In the open sec-
tion, Uzbekistan's Javokhir
Sindarov is firmly in con-
trol with nine points and is
just a draw away from
securing a shot at the world
title against India's D
Gukesh later this year.
Dutch Grandmaster Anish
Giri, who is on seven
points, remains the only
realistic challenger and is
set to face Sindarov in a
crucial clash in the next
round. If Anish wins he
might still have a chance.
However, as things have
been unfolding here, there
is a very remote chance of
that happening. Fabiano
Caruana is third on six
points, followed by
American compatriot
Hikaru Nakamura, Wei Yi
and Matthias Bluebaum of
Germany, while India's R
Praggnanandhaa is further
down the standings on five
points, a half point ahead of
Andrev Esinenko of Russia.
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Title and first look poster of
the film “Chiranjeevi” unveiled
by Mega Brother Nagababu

he film
I “Chiranjeevi,” star-
ring Kiku

Yamanala and
Kashish Khan in the lead
roles, has officially
launched its title and
first look poster. The film
also features key roles

played by Tanikella
Bharani, Eswari Rao,
Goparaju Ramana,

Srikanth Bharath, Viva
Raghav, and others. The
movie is being produced
under the Kiku
Entertainments banner
by Deepti Nadiminti,
with Sai Venkat as the
director.

“Chiranjeevi” is gearing
up for a summer release.
Recently, the film’s title
and first look poster were
launched by Mega
Brother Nagababu. On
this occasion, the film

team expressed their
gratitude to Nagababu.
The story revolves

around a young man
named Chiru, who has
dextrocardia (a rare con-
dition in which the heart
is located on the right
side of the chest). The
film portrays how he
overcomes the struggles
and challenges in his life
and how he manages to
achieve his goals despite
his rare medical condi-
tion. The director Sai
Venkat has crafted the
film in an engaging and
inspiring manner
throughout. The movie is
set to be released in the
summer with all ele-
ments designed to engage

the audience. The makers
will soon announce the

official release date of
“Chiranjeevi.”

“RK Deeksha” Movie in
Censor Process — Releasing
Soon: Director & Producer Dr.
Pratani Ramakrishna Goud

nder the banners of

RK Films and Sigdha

Creations, Dr. Pratani

Ramakrishna Goud is
directing and producing the
film “RK Deeksha”, present-
ed by D.S. Reddy. The movie
stars Dhee and Jodi fame
Aksa Khan and Alekhya
Reddy as heroines, with
Kiran as the hero. Tulasi,
Anusha, Keerthana,
Pravallika, and Rohit
Sharma play other key roles.
The film is currently under-
going censor formalities and
will soon be released grand-
ly in theatres, said director-
producer Dr. Pratani
Ramakrishna Goud during
a press meet. Heroine Aksa
Khan said “I thank
Ramakrishna Goud garu for
giving me this opportunity
to act in ‘RK Deeksha’. After

this movie, I am also doing a
women’s kabaddi-based film
in the same combination. I
performed a song titled
‘Nandi Nandi’ in this film,
which is based on the theme
of Nandi Awards. This song
will surely impress every-
one. I request your support
for our film.”

Actress Tulasi said

“I played the role of the hero-
ine’s friend in this movie. I
have scenes with Aksa Khan
and Alekhya Reddy. I wish
‘RK Deeksha’ becomes a big
success.” Presenter D.S.
Reddy said “We made this
film with a strong message
that determination can help
achieve anything. Every
actor in this film will gain
recognition through their
performances.
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T Gopichand, Sankalp Reddy, Srinivasaa
Chitturi, Srinivasaa Silver Screen,
Presented By Pavan Kumar- Historical
Film #Gopichand33 Titled Powerfully
Bharata Varsha, Epic Glimpse Unveiled

Gopichand is step-
T ping into a new era of

his career with

#Gopichand33, an
ambitious historical action
drama directed by the very
talented Sankalp Reddy.
Backed by producer
Srinivasaa  Chitturi of
Srinivasaa Silver Screen
and presented by Pavan
Kumar, the project is being
crafted as one of the most
extravagant and technical-
ly rich films in Gopichand’s
filmography. The makers
unveiled the film’s title
through a striking and
power-packed glimpse.
Set against the backdrop of
642 AD, the glimpse opens
in the land of Shula before
plunging into a riveting
montage of high-octane
action. Massive war
sequences, fierce close-ups
of battle-hardened war-
riors, and intense combat
featuring swords, axes, and
fire-lit confrontations cre-
ate an arresting visual
experience. The title,
Bharata Varsha, is finally
revealed—resonating with
power and pride, symboliz-
ing the land of Bharata
(India).
The film stands out with its
sweeping visuals, intricate
production design, and a
richly detailed recreation of
a bygone era. Sankalp
Reddy’s vision shines
through as he brings to life
a lesser-explored chapter of
Indian history, blending
scale with substance.
Beyond its grandeur, the

film promises emotionally
charged storytelling and
action set pieces of epic pro-
portions, rooted in forgot-

ten legacies. Gopichand
undergoes a remarkable
transformation for the role,
embodying the spirit of a
fierce warrior with striking
authenticity. His commit-
ment to the character is evi-
dent in both his physical
makeover and command-
ing screen presence, mark-
ing a clear departure from
his earlier roles. Ritu
Varma stars as the female

lead. On the technical front,
cinematographer Soundar
Rajan vividly recreates the
historical milieu, while
production designer
Chinna crafts immersive
and authentic settings.
Complementing the visu-
als is Anudeep Dev’s pow-
erful background score,
which amplifies the film’s
dramatic intensity. Backed
by top-notch production
values, Srinivasaa Silver
Screen ensures a cinemat-
ic experience of interna-
tional standards.

Therachaapa” Team Celebrates Grand Pre-
Release Event Ahead of April 17 Release

he much-awaited film
“Therachaapa”, pro-
duced by Kailash
Durgam under the
Ananya Creations
banner and directed by Joel
George, is all set for a grand
theatrical release on April
17. Featuring Naveenraj
sankarapu, Pooja Suhasini,
and Sreelu in lead roles, the

film also stars Rajeev
Kanakala, Prithviraj,
Jagadeesh Prathap
Bandari, Fish Venkat,

Jabardasth Ashok, Nagi,

Apparao, Rising Raju,
Rajesh Bhupathi, Naga
Vamsi, Srinivas Nesa,

Chandra, and many others
in pivotal roles.

With cinematography by
Azeem and Venkat, music
composed by Prajal Krish,
and background score by
M.L. Raja, the film has
already garnered strong
buzz through its songs, teas-
er, and trailer, all of which
have received an over-

whelming response. Editing
is  handled by Raju
Bodasingi, while choreogra-
phy is by Jeevan George.

Ahead of its release, the
team organized a grand pre-
release event, attended by
the cast, crew, and promi-
nent guests from the indus-
try. Speaking at the event,
actor Rajeev Kanakala
appreciated producer
Kailash Durgam for his ded-
ication and belief in the

project. He highlighted the
physical challenges faced
during the shoot, especially
filming barefoot on the
scorching beach, and
praised Naveen Raj for his
commitment and emotional
dedication to the film,
which he has dedicated to
his father.

Actor Prithviraj shared that
despite acting in many
films, “Therachaapa” holds
a special place in his heart,

as it portrays the lives of
fishermen in a realistic
manner. He also expressed

“Thimmarajupalli TV is a pure suspense drama.
The film keeps the audience on the edge of their
seats throughout, constantly making them wonder
what will happen next: director V. Muniraju

ncouraging new talent, hero
E Kiran Abbavaram is producing

the film

pair, while V. Muniraju
makes his debut as a
director. Set against
a rural backdrop,
this period drama
is gearing up for a
grand theatrical
release on April
17th. In a recent
interview, the director

his KA
Productions banner in associa-
tion with Sumaira Studios, with Teja
Velpucharla as co-producer. The film
introduces Sai Tej and Veda
Jalandharr as the lead

under

Kiran Abbavaram
is encouraging new tal-
ent through his banner KA
Productions in association
with Sumaira Studios, pro-

“Thimmarajupalli

Actor The

ducing the film

TV.?

film Meter, I met Kiran Abbavaram. He
asked me what I was working on, and I
told him about my demo film. He liked
it and asked about the story. After hear-
ing the script, he encouraged me to
develop it fully and said we could make

it into a film. That’s
Thimmarajupalli TV began.

how

story of

Thimmarajupalli TV is
inspired by incidents I
witnessed in my child-
hood. The characters,
their emotions, and my
personal experiences
are all reflected in the

film. When I wanted to

tell a story on screen, I

happiness about sharing
screen space with his
daughter Sreelu. Actor
Naga Mahesh mentioned
that his role in the film is
unique and will present him
in a new light, while
Jagadeesh (Pushpa fame)
spoke about his bond with
Naveen Raj and the team’s
collective hard work.

shared key highlights of
the film. Becoming a director

has always been my dream. After enter-
ing the industry, I started working in
online editing to earn a living. Over
time, I felt like I was drifting away from
my goal of direction. So I wrote a script,
went back to my village, and shot a
demo with local people. After return-
ing, I completed the post-production
work. Later, during the shoot of the

thought, why not make it

about my own village? When tel-
evision first arrived in our village, it
felt like a theater had come to us. This
is a story that many villages can
relate to. Anyone above 40 would
have experienced similar moments
related to television. While portray-
ing village life and human ego, the
film also delivers strong emotional
content toward the end.

ne upcoming pan-
O India film which

has been regularly

making headlines
due to frequent rumours
about its shooting formal-
ities is NTR’s much antic-
ipated action saga with
director Prashanth Neel.
Tentatively titled Dragon,
the big-budget entertainer
has been in the making
for nearly a year, but not
even a single poster or
glimpse has been
unveiled so far. Despite
not giving any update, the
team is maintaining that
the shooting is progress-
ing at a brisk pace. With
NTR’s birthday arriving
in just over a month, fans
have been waiting with a
bated breath for the first
glimpse from this film.

NTR’S BEAST MODE FOR

DRAGON LEAVES FANS STUNNED

Ram Charan Stuns with
His Monstrous Wet Look

obody expected this.
N A superstar in a
dark long coat hold-
ing flowers and a dog
in a busy Asian market, and
somehow still the most
dangerous man in
the frame. Then he
walked into

water. Slicked
his hair back.

Looked
straight into

the camera.
And said noth-
ing. He did not
need to. The
Esquire India April
2026 cover did not just
feature Global star Ram
Charan. It announced a com-
pletely different version of

him, sharper, rawer and
more powerful than anything
seen before.

Look at every
frame
care-

Nobody

expected this. A
superstar in a dark
long coat holding flow-
ers and a dog in a busy
Asian market, and some-
how still the most dan-
gerous man in the

frame.

fully.

T h e

navy double-

breasted long coat with a half-
open shirt and aviator glass-

es screams KGF-level swag-
ger. The thick beard, wet hair
slicked back, gold chain drip-
ping water from an infinity
pool with a city skyline
behind him, that is not a pho-
toshoot. That is a statement.
Showcasing an effortlessly
cool demeanor, the actor
looks breathtakingly sharp
in his latest photoshoot. The
aquatic shots reveal a raw,
magnetic intensity, while his
sophisticated  street-style
look exudes pure swag. His
ability to carry complex, styl-
ish looks with such ease is
truly commendable. This
magnetic off-screen persona
is naturally fueling the fire
for his highly awaited cine-
matic return in Peddi.
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