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US negotiators to return to 
Pakistan for talks as Trump 

repeats threat to Iran's 
infrastructure

HOLLYWOOD’S BIG STUDIO TO 
DISTRIBUTE RAMAYANA?

Om Namo 
Venkatesaya

18- 04-2026
Total pilgrims: 78,586
Tonsures:  29,232
Hundi kanukalu: 3.27 CR 
Waiting Compartments...11

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 8-10 H

Iran says 'progress' 
in US talks, but 
'far from final 
discussion'

Tehran, April 19 : Iran has indicat-
ed that there has been "progress" 
in its ongoing discussions with 
the United States, though it 
stressed that a final agreement is 
still a long way off, with the cur-
rent two-week ceasefire due to 
expire on April 22, according to 
local media reports on Sunday. 
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
Speaker of the Iranian Parliament, 
said in a televised address on 

Saturday (local 
time) that signifi-
cant differences 
continue to persist 

between the two sides. "There 
are many gaps and some funda-
mental points remain," Ghalibaf 
said, underlining that negotiations 
have yet to reach a decisive 
stage. "We are still far from the 
final discussion," he added, sig-
nalling that while dialogue is 
ongoing, a comprehensive settle-
ment has not yet been achieved. 
Ghalibaf also asserted that Iran 
had maintained an upper hand 
during the recent weeks of con-
flict and suggested that Tehran 
agreed to the temporary cease-
fire only after its conditions were 
acknowledged by Washington. "If 
we accepted the ceasefire, it was 
because they accepted our 
demands," he said, referring to 
the United States. Emphasising 
Iran's strategic position, he said 
the US had failed to accomplish 
its objectives, while Iran contin-
ued to exercise control over the 
crucial Strait of Hormuz, a key 
maritime route for global energy 
supplies.
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BJP's downfall has begun, 
its govt at Centre in 
minority: CM Mamata

ED raids residence of 
Kolkata Police DCP 
Shantanu Sinha Biswas

Kolkata, April 19 : The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Sunday con-
ducted raids at the residence of 
Kolkata Police Deputy 
Commissioner (DCP) Shantanu 
Sinha Biswas. The ED officials 
reached the DCP's house on Fern 
Road in Ballygunge at 7 a.m. It is 
reported that a search is underway 
at the house. Officials said the 
search operation was being held in 
connection with the Sona Pappu 
syndicate case in the Ballygunge 
area of South Kolkata. Biswas was 
once the Officer-in-Charge of 
Kalighat police station, which falls 
under Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee's Bhabanipur Assembly 
constituency.

Stalin unveils 'Chennai Super 6' manifesto 
with 20 key promises ahead of polls

Chennai (TSIT): 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. 
Stalin on Sunday released a special 
election manifesto for Chennai dis-
trict, outlining a series of targeted 
urban initiatives under the banner 
'Chennai Super 6'.The document fea-
tures 20 announcements across six 
core sectors, focusing on infrastruc-
ture, mobility, urban amenities, and 
future-ready economic growth.Under 
the theme of improving public ameni-
ties, the manifesto promises to 
upgrade facilities in Tamil Nadu 
Urban Habitat Development Board 
apartments through government 
funding routed via Residents’ Welfare 
Women Associations.

To address water scarcity, the gov-
ernment has proposed setting up 
RO-purified drinking water systems 
in areas lacking metro water connec-
tions, while ensuring periodic supply 
in regions already covered under the 
metro water network.The plan also 
includes the installation of high-inten-
sity street lighting across all residen-
tial areas and the creation of a world-
class cultural centre to promote art, 
music, and literature.

In a major push for urban mobility, 
the DMK has pledged to deploy 1,000 
new mini buses to improve last-mile 
connectivity by linking streets with 
bus stops, metro stations, and railway 
hubs.Additionally, an AI-based traffic 

management system will be intro-
duced to ease congestion and reduce 
travel time by up to 25 per cent.

The manifesto lays out a clear time-
line for completing key infrastructure 
projects. More than ten major 
schemes, including the Chennai 
Peripheral Road project from Ennore 
to Poonjeri, are scheduled for comple-
tion by 2027. Metro rail expansion and 
stormwater drain works are expected 
to be completed by 2028, while under-
ground sewerage projects will be 
wrapped up by 2027. By 2029, the city 
aims to achieve world-class road 
infrastructure, featuring wider foot-
paths, shaded avenues, and accessible 
public toilets.Addressing the issue of 
stray dogs, the government proposes a 
humane and scientific approach by 
strengthening the Animal Birth 
Control programme, including tri-
pling the number of veterinarians and 
dog catchers, and expanding shelters 
in collaboration with NGOs.

At least Twenty two killed 
in explosion at Virudhunagar 
firecracker unit
VIRUDHUNAGAR (TSIT): 

At least 22 people were charred 
to death, and six others sus-
tained grievous injuries follow-
ing a massive explosion at a 
private firecracker manufac-
turing unit near here, police 
said on Sunday.

The explosion occurred at 
the ‘Vanaja’ fireworks factory 
owned by one Muthumanickam, 
in Kattanarpatti near here. The 
place is located within the 
Vachakarapatti police station 
limits. According to police and 
fire rescue officials, four of the 
six injured are in critical condi-
tion and are undergoing treat-
ment at the Virudhunagar 
Government Medical College 
Hospital.

Preliminary investigations 
suggest that the unit reportedly 
holds a license from the 
Petroleum and Explosives 
Safety Organisation (PESO), 
Nagpur. Over 100 labourers 
were reportedly engaged in 
work in the complex. The blast 
is believed to have originated 
in the front veranda area, 

where workers were allegedly 
handling raw materials and 
giving finishing to the fire-
crackers.

The impact of the blast was 
so severe that at least three 
rooms were reduced to rubble, 
and several adjacent structures 
were completely levelled. “We 
have recovered 18 bodies so far, 
many of which were charred 
beyond recognition,” a police 
official told PTI.

Of the six injured, three are 
women and have sustained 60 
per cent burn injuries, the offi-
cial added.

Sources said fire and rescue 
services personnel battled the 
flames for several hours. 

Rescue operations were signifi-
cantly hampered as crackers 
continued to burst long after 
the initial explosion. There are 
fears that more workers may 
be trapped under the debris. 
This incident marks the deadli-
est industrial accident in the 
region this year. It comes just 
days after a similar blast in the 
Vembakottai area of the same 
district that claimed four lives.

Further details are awaited 
as the search and rescue opera-
tion continues. Meanwhile, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M 
K Stalin expressed his sorrow 
and said he rushed two minis-
ters to the site to expedite res-
cue operations.

Hyderabad 
TSIT BUREAU: 

Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy paid a courtesy call on 
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla 
at Lok Bhavan on Sunday. 
Minister D. Sridhar Babu and 
MP Vem Narender Reddy were 
also present during the meet-
ing.During the interaction, the 
Governor discussed various 
issues related to the education 
sector with the Chief Minister. 
He particularly stressed the 
need to create awareness in 
educational institutions on the 
dangers of drug abuse.

The Governor suggested that 
students should be made to 
take a pledge against the use of 
narcotic substances. He also 
discussed with the Chief 

Minister the proposed aware-
ness programme to be held 
under his leadership at the LB 
Stadium on June 12.Further, 
the Governor advised that at 
the time of admissions in 
schools and colleges, students 
should submit a pledge affirm-

ing that they would stay away 
from drugs.Responding posi-
tively, Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy assured the Governor 
that all his suggestions would 
be taken into consideration 
and appropriate action would 
be initiated.

CM Revanth meets Governor Shiv 
Pratap Shukla at Lok Bhavan

Trump warns Iran, 
sends team for talks
Washington (TSIT): 
US President Donald Trump on 
Sunday accused Iran of breaching a 
ceasefire in the Strait of Hormuz 
and warned of sweeping retaliation, 
even as he announced fresh negoti-
ations in Pakistan aimed at ending 
the conflict. “Iran decided to fire 
bullets yesterday in the Strait of 

Hormuz — A Total Violation of our 
Ceasefire Agreement!” Trump 
wrote on social media. He added 
that “many of them were aimed at a 
French Ship, and a Freighter from 
the United Kingdom.” The 
President said American represen-
tatives would travel to Islamabad 
for talks. “My Representatives are 
going to Islamabad, Pakistan — 
They will be there tomorrow eve-
ning, for Negotiations,” he said. The 
US and Iran are vying to take con-
trol of the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz. Two tankers attempting to 
exit the Strait turned back, with 
traffic in the waterway “practically 
at a standstill.

Bengal's tribal-dominant districts 
have fallen behind during 15 years 
of TMC rule, says PM Modi

Kolkata (TSIT): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said the tribal-dominated 
districts in West Bengal have gone 
backwards during the 15 years of 
Trinamool Congress rule in the 
state.He said this while addressing 
a campaign rally, the second of the 
day, in the tribal-dominated 
Purulia district.“The tribal-domi-
nated districts in West Bengal 
have constantly gone backwards 
during the last 15 years of the 
Trinamool Congress regime. The 
conditions of schools, roads, and 
water supply systems in such dis-
tricts are pathetic. Rampant illegal 
mining in these tribal-dominated 
districts has made the conditions 
there worse. Places like Ayodhya 
Hills and Sitakund are in the 
Purulia district. But in this land of 
Sitakund, the people are thirsty. 
The farmers are helpless. Several 
projects have been kept on hold 
because of this inhuman state gov-
ernment,” the Prime Minister 
said. On the other hand, he said, 
there is a separate ministry in the 
Union government on tribal wel-

fare. “During the Bharatiya 
Janata Party's rule, India got its 
first tribal president. States like 
Odisha and Assam got their first 
tribal Chief Ministers during the 
BJP rule,” the Prime Minister 
said.Elated by the crowd at his 
Purulia rally, ignoring the 
scorching heat, PM Modi said 
the enthusiasm of the crowd was 
an indication that the BJP would 
be in power in West Bengal after 
the Assembly elections. “The 
rule of corruption and intimida-
tion during the last 15 years has 
terrorised every family in West 
Bengal. This time, the BJP will 
form the government here. BJP 
will get a huge majority. The 
crowd is giving that signal,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

2 Indian men shot 
dead outside 
gurdwara in Italy

Rome (TSIT): 

Two Indian men were shot dead 
in Italy's Covo just as they were 
leaving the warehouse used as a 
place of worship, local media 
reported on Sunday. The inci-
dent occurred on Friday, a few 
minutes before midnight, near 
Gurdwara Mata Sahib Kaur Ji 
in the industrial area of Bergamo 
town of the Lombardy region. 
The victims have been identified 
as Raginder Singh, 48, a resident 
of Covo, and Gurmit Singh, from 
Agnadello, Italian daily La 
Sicilia reported. The assailant 
approached the men, opened fire 
and then fled from the spot in a 
car. According to initial find-
ings, a sudden brawl that esca-
lated into bloodshed has been 
ruled out and instead suggests a 
rapid and lethal attack. 
Approximately ten shell casings 
were found at the site of the inci-
dent, far more than was "neces-
sary" to target the two victims, 
as authorities investigate the 
"hypothesis of a coldly planned 
execution", it said.

32 bank officials among 52 held for cyber 
fraud by Hyderabad Police in 9 states

Hyderabad (TSIT)

 The Hyderabad City Police have 
dismantled a pan-India cyber fraud 
network with the arrest of 52 
accused, including 32 bank officials 
in nine states. Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner V. C. Sajjanar said 
on Sunday that a major operation 
titled Operation Octopus 2.0 was 
launched to dismantle an organised 
cyber fraud network. Sixteen spe-

cial teams comprising seasoned 
investigators conducted the opera-
tion simultaneously across nine 
states over a span of seven days. 
The Commissioner said 52 individ-

uals, including 32 bank officials 
who played pivotal roles in the exe-
cution of the fraud, were appre-
hended. Six officials from Indusind 
Bank, five officials each from 
Bandhan Bank and Bank of Baroda, 
four each from Federal Bank and 
IDFC First Bank, two each from 
Karnataka Bank, Karur Vysya 
Bank and AU Small Finance Bank 
and one each from Equitas Small 
Finance Bank and HDFC Bank 

TMC will pay for conspiring to stall Women's Reservation Bill, says PM Modi in Bengal
Kolkata (TSIT) : 

Trinamool Congress will have 
to pay the price in the forth-
coming Assembly elections in 
West Bengal for being part of 
the conspiracy along with 
Congress and other opposition 
parties in blocking the 
Women’s Reservation 
(Amendment) Bill in the Lok 
Sabha, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on Sunday.

“The mothers and sisters of 
West Bengal will punish the 
Trinamool Congress for this. 
We have seen what happened 
in the Parliament. Trinamool 
Congress has once again 
betrayed the sisters of West 
Bengal. Trinamool Congress 
does not want women in West 
Bengal to be MLAs and MPs in 
large numbers. This is because 

the women in West Bengal are 
challenging Trinamool 
Congress’ misrule in the state,” 
the Prime Minister said while 
addressing a campaign rally in 
Darjeeling district in the morn-
ing. Speaking on the occasion 
at the rally in this tribal-domi-
nated district, the Prime 
Minister also launched a scath-
ing attack against Trinamool 
Congress and the state govern-
ment for allegedly ignoring the 
issues and demands of the peo-
ple from the tribal communi-
ties in the state.

“Trinamool Congress has no 
time to listen to the tribal peo-
ple. But they have enough time 
to listen to the illegal infiltra-
tors. Trinamool Congress 
wants to bypass the 
Constitutional provision to 
ensure their dedicated vote 

bank. Because of such attempts, 
they had been censured by the 
High Court several times. But 
they don’t even listen to the 
court. Even the court had called 
for the reservation of women 
without delay. But the 
Trinamool Congress does not 
want that,” the Prime Minister 

said. According to him, 
Trinamool Congress’ attitude 
towards tribal people was evi-
dent from the recent insult of 
President Droupadi Murmu, 
during the latter’s visit to West 
Bengal to attend an 
International Santal 
Conference.“BJP gave the 

country its first tribal 
President. We want their 
empowerment. Even the 
Trinamool Congress fielded its 
own candidate against our trib-
al candidate. Just like Pandit 
Nehru fielded a candidate to 
defeat Babasaheb Ambedkar. 
Similarly, Congress and 
Trinamool Congress also start-
ed playing the game of defeat-
ing the tribal presidential can-
didate. They did not want any-
one from the tribal community 
to become the Indian 
President,” the Prime Minister 
said.He also said that if the BJP 
comes to power in West Bengal, 
its priority will be to ensure the 
safety and empowerment of the 
women of the state.

“Women in West Bengal are 
totally deprived now of many 
things. What they get in BJP-

ruled states, they do not get 
here. What women get in 
Assam, Odisha, and Gujarat, 
they do not get that here. If the 
BJP comes to power here, poor 
sisters will be provided free 
ration. No one will be able to 
snatch it away. The BJP will 
help up to Rs 1.5 lakh under the 
PM Awas Yojana to build con-
crete houses. The Ayushman 
Bharat scheme is not allowed 
here. If the BJP comes to power, 
it will pay up to Rs 5 lakh for 
treatment. If a woman has kid-
ney disease, dialysis will be 
done free of cost in government 
hospitals,” the Prime Minister 
said.

He said, "West Bengal is 
rejecting TMC’s cut-money cul-
ture and deep-rooted corrup-
tion. People are now placing 
their trust in the BJP for honest 
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Mulugu, April 19, TSIT :  
State Revenue, Housing, 
Information and Civic 
Relations Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy 
said that due to negligence 
and irresponsibility, many 
people are losing their 
lives due to road accidents. 
As part of the state govern-
ment's ambitious 99-day 
public governance prog-
ress plan at the MR func-
tion hall on the outskirts of 
Inchrala village in Mulugu 
district on Sunday.  

In the "Arrive Alive" 
road safety awareness pro-
gramme organized under 
the auspices of the District 
Police Department, State 
Revenue, Housing and 
Information Civil 
Relations Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, 

State Panchayat Raj, 
Rural Development, Rural 
Water Supply, Women and 
Child Welfare Minister 
Danasari Anasuya 
Seetakka  was present and 
started the programme by 
lighting the lamp.  As part 
of the "Arrive Alive" road 
safety awareness rally, 
Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy along with 
Minister Seetakka flagged 
off the bike rally by provid-
ing helmets to the two 

wheeler riders. 
Later, he took a road 

safety pledge with every-
one on the stage.

On this occasion, 
Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy said that 
the state government is 
undertaking a very ambi-
tious 99-day public gover-
nance progress plan pro-
gramme.  He said that the 
people of the state are 
being made aware of the 
implementation of devel-
opment and welfare 
schemes. 

 As part of the Arrive 
Alive programme, road 
safety rules must be fol-

lowed by every motorist. 
He clarified that safe 

travel brings happiness to 
families.

People who drive vehi-
cles must wear seat belt 
and warned that careless 
driving can lead to death.

 Police department con-
ducts vehicle checks only 
for public welfare and 
everyone should cooperate 
with police department. 
Remembering that your 
family is waiting for you at 
home, drive carefully and 
reach home safely.

On this occasion, 
Minister Seethakka said 
that families should not be 

pushed into the abyss by 
speeding, and safe travel is 
good, no excessive speed.

She urged every motor-
ist to remember the wel-
fare of the family members 
and travel safely if the 
breadwinner in the family 
dies in an accident.

 It is said to follow the 
rules of self-protection and 
reach the destinations.

 It is advised not to drive 
under the influence of 
alcohol, realizing that 
there is a risk of harm to 
your family as well as the 
other person's family by 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. 

On this occasion, 
District Collector 
Divakara TS said that 
everyone should follow the 
road safety rules.

 It is advised to do defen-
sive driving while overtak-
ing the vehicles from the 
right side.  

Addressing this pro-
gramme, District SP 
Sudhir Ramnath Kekan 
said that every day 20 peo-
ple die in road accidents in 
the state.

 It was informed on this 
occasion that 7500 people 
die in a year and up to 
150,000 people die in the 
country. 

He said that two-wheel-
er riders must wear hel-
mets, follow road safety 
rules, no one should drive 
rashly, and the person sit-
ting behind should also 
wear helmets. 

Banuthu Ravichander, 
Chairman of the Library 
Association, Rega Kalyani, 
Chairperson of the Market 
Committee, Chinta 
Nippula Chandrakala, 
Chairperson of the 
Municipality,  Panchayat 
Raj Director Bhagwan 
Reddy, concerned officials, 
local public representa-
tives and others partici-
pated.

Negligence Increasing Road Risks: 
Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy

Hyderabad TSIT: 
Jeevan Reddy and Ajay 
Reddy are playing a key 
role in strengthening 
the functioning of the 
Hyderabad Cricket 
Association, earning 
appreciation from 
cricketing circles for 
their coordinated and 
proactive leadership.

With a focus on effi-
cient administration 
and better coordina-
tion, the duo has 
streamlined several 
internal processes, 
ensuring the smooth 
conduct of matches, 
training sessions, and 
player support activi-
ties across Telangana.

Under their leader-
ship, the association 
has witnessed improved 
planning and execu-
tion, particularly in 
domestic match coordi-
nation and logistics 
management. Their 
emphasis on profes-
sionalism and timely 

decision-making has 
enhanced operational 
efficiency within HCA.

Ajay Reddy has been 
actively engaging with 
players, coaches, and 
support staff to address 
their concerns and 
improve facilities at 

stadiums and practice 
venues, while Jeevan 
Reddy has been provid-
ing strategic direction 
and administrative 
support to ensure 
smooth governance.

Sources within HCA 
stated that their com-
bined efforts are pro-
moting transparency, 
discipline, and a more 
structured approach in 
day-to-day operations. 
The positive changes 
are also expected to 
strengthen grassroots 
cricket and provide bet-
ter opportunities for 
budding players in 
Telangana.

Cricket stakeholders 
expressed confidence 
that the continued lead-
ership of Jeevan Reddy 
and Ajay Reddy will 
further elevate the 
standards of the 
Hyderabad Cricket 
Association and con-
tribute to the growth of 
cricket in the State.

HCA Jeevan Reddy and Ajay 
Reddy Drive Positive 

Transformation in Association

Jagityala, April 19, TSIT :  Bhukya 
Swarnalatha Rajender (Singapore) from 
Mallya, the mandal center of Mallya, who 
has built a bypass road at a huge estimat-
ed cost of two crores, donated a huge 
amount of Rs 2,01,116 to the Ram Mandir 
Fund Collection Committee.  On this occa-

sion, Chairman of the Committee Ellala 
Janardhan Reddy said that the construc-
tion of Sri Rama Mandir, which was 
built at a cost of around 2 to 3 crores in 
Mallya, is getting a good response from 
the people and thanked many for the 
voluntary donations.

NRI Rajender donates Rs 2,01,116 
to Ram temple flagpole

WARANGAL, April 19, 
TSIT : District Collector 
Dr. Satya Sharada partici-
pated in the seventh 
installment of "Clean and 
Green" programme orga-
nized in "O" City Colony of 
Warangal city and 
addressed the residents of 
the colony. Speaking on 
the occasion, she said that 
as part of the 99-day 
Charana Plan of Public 
Governance Progress 
Plan, cleanliness, hygiene, 
medical health, 

she said that 'Arrive 
Alive' has been completed 
and cleanliness and clean-
liness of environment is 
an important part of pub-
lic governance pro-
grammes. She asked to 
continue the plastic eradi-
cation and awareness pro-

grammes on greenness 
which are being conduct-
ed in seven installments in 
"O" City Colony as an 
example.

As part of the Arrive-
Alive programme, road 
safety rules must be fol-
lowed. She said that par-

ents should check factors 
such as bus driver's license 
and their behavior while 
sending their children to 
school. Age of marriage of 
girls and health protection 
were also created.  It is 
suggested to reduce the 
use of chemical fertilizers 

in agriculture and pro-
mote terrace gardening.

On this occasion, a pam-
phlet prepared by "O" City 
Welfare Association on 
greening and elimination 
of plastic was released and 
cloth bags were distribut-
ed to the colonists. Jogu 

Chandrasekhar, president 
of the association, said 
that in seven installments, 
about 1500 kg of plastic 
waste was collected in the 
colony and handed over to 
the municipal staff. 

It is said that they will 
work continuously to 
make "O" City an ideal and 
healthy colony. 
Association President 
Jogu Chandrasekhar, 
General Secretary 
Bobbala Srinivas Reddy,  
Treasurer Bajjuri 
Venugopal, Horticulture 
Officer Lakshmareddy, 
DPRO Premalatha, 
Sanitary Inspector 
Bhumaiah,  Municipal 
staff, committee members, 
colony elders, women 
committee members and 
others participated.

Clean and Green Drive Gains Momentum in Warangal 
Collector Stresses Health, Road Safety and Plastic Ban

Hyderabad TSIT: Senior 
officials, policymakers, 
and activists participated 
in a State-Level 
Convergence Workshop 
on Combating Human 
Trafficking and Bonded 
Labour held in Hyderabad, 
highlighting the need for 
stronger coordination and 
empowered enforcement 
mechanisms.

The workshop was 
attended by Women and 
Child Development 
Department Secretary 
Anita Ramachandran, 
Telangana DGP B. 
Shivadhar Reddy, 
Additional DGP (Women 
Safety Wing) Charu Sinha, 
Women and Child Welfare 
Minister D. Anasuya 
Seethakka, DIG Parimala 
Hana Nutan, and survivor 
leader Shivamm, among 
others.

The event, organised by 
the Women Safety Wing of 
Telangana Police in col-
laboration with the 
International Justice 
Mission (IJM), focused on 
strengthening Anti-
Human Trafficking Units 
(AHTUs), improving inter-
state coordination, and 
shifting towards proactive 
monitoring to dismantle 
organised trafficking and 

bonded labour networks.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, officials emphasized 
that human trafficking 
should be treated as organ-
ised crime and called for 
granting more investiga-
tive powers to specialised 
anti-trafficking units. 
They also stressed the 
importance of technology-
driven tracking systems 
and real-time coordination 
between States to prevent 
exploitation.

Minister Seethakka 
highlighted the need for a 
coordinated, whole-of-gov-
ernment approach and 
stressed that effective 
implementation of laws, 
along with awareness and 
livelihood support, is cru-
cial to addressing traffick-
ing.The workshop also 
underscored the impor-
tance of a victim-centric 
approach, calling for great-
er empathy towards adult 
victims and increased rec-
ognition of survivor voices 
in policy-making and 
awareness initiatives.

Participants agreed that 
strengthening institution-
al mechanisms and ensur-
ing proactive interven-
tions are key to effectively 
combating human traffick-
ing in the State.

Top Officials Participate in 
Anti-Trafficking Workshop 

RANGAREDDY (TSIT) 
Former National Police 
Academy Director and first 
woman IPS officer of undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh, 
Aruna Bahuguna, called 
upon students—especially 
from rural areas—to focus 
on education and strive for 
higher achievements in life.

She was addressing a pro-
gramme organised by 
Pragati Welfare Society in 
Burgula under Farooqnagar 
mandal on Sunday, held in 
memory of Kapil Rajarao 

Melkote, grandson of for-
mer sarpanch Burgula 
Narsinga Rao. School bags 
and storybooks were dis-
tributed to students from 
Classes 1 to 10 studying in 
government and private 
schools across Burgula, 
K a s h i r e d d y g u d a , 
Kadiyalakunta, and 
Burgadda Thanda.

Around 1,000 school bags 
were distributed free of cost 
across the gram panchayat 
limits under the supervi-
sion of Pragati Welfare 

Society President 
Dr. Alok Agarwal.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Aruna 
Bahuguna stressed 
the importance of 
parental support in 
education and high-
lighted the need to 
ensure girls are not 
deprived of learn-
ing. She praised the 
initiative, noting 
that Kapil Rajarao 

Melkote always aspired to 
contribute to rural develop-
ment.

Malavika Melkote 
encouraged students to 
study well and succeed, 
while ACP Lakshmi 
Narayana advised them to 
stay disciplined, avoid bad 
habits, and use their time 
productively to build skills. 
Several dignitaries, public 
representatives, and com-
munity members attended 
the programme.

Rural Students Urged to Aim High at 
Pragati Welfare Programme

Gadwal (TSIT): A call 
has been given to the 
public to participate in 
large numbers in the 
launch meeting of a 
new political party 
scheduled to be held on 
April 25 in Hyderabad.

NHPS District 
Chairman and 
Telangana Jagruti 
State leader Gongalla 
Ranjith Kumar urged 
people from Jogulamba 
Gadwal district to 
attend the meeting and 
make it a grand suc-
cess. He made the 
appeal after unveiling 
posters related to the 
party’s formation at 
the Nadigadda Rights 
Struggle Committee 
district office on Sunday, 
in the presence of local 
leaders.

He stated that the new 
political party will be 
launched under the lead-

ership of Kalvakuntla 
Kavitha, President of 
Telangana Jagruti, with 
a focus on public welfare, 
fulfilling the aspirations 
of martyrs, and ensuring 

comprehensive devel-
opment of Telangana. 
He emphasized that 
the party aims to 
build a socially inclu-
sive and progressive 
state.

Leaders informed 
that the grand public 
meeting will be held 
at a convention venue 
in Hyderabad and 
appealed to people 
across the district to 
participate in large 
n u m b e r s . S e v e r a l 
Telangana Jagruti 
leaders and members 
of the Nadigadda 
Rights Struggle 
Committee attended 
the programme, 
including district con-

vener Bucchibabu, lead-
ers Venkataramulu, 
Vishnu, Govindu, sar-
panches Anjaneyulu and 
Krishna, deputy sarpanch 
Gundanna, and others.

Call for Massive Participation in New 
Party Launch Meet on April 25

Mahabubabad (TSIT) In 
Vaddekothapalli village of 
Peddavangara mandal, around 
200 activists and prominent lead-
ers of the BRS party resigned 
from the party and joined the 
Congress party. This massive 
joining program has become a 
topic of discussion in the village 
as well as in the mandal politics.

On this occasion, senior lead-
ers of the BRS party, 
Nemurugommula Venugopal 
Rao and Kavya couple, along 
with their followers, joined the 
Congress party. Along with 
them, BRS party ward members 

Bollu Usayya, Kesabhoina 
Subhash Chandra Raju, 
Dantapalli Satish, 
S o m a r a p u 
P a r a s h u r a m u l u , 
Dandugula Sandhya 
Srikanth and others also 
resigned from the BRS 
party and joined the 
Congress party. The fact 
that a total of more than 
200 people changed parties 
at once is considered a big 
strength for the Congress party 
locally.

TPCC Vice President Smt. 
Jhansi Rajender Reddy attended 

the induction ceremony as the 
chief guest and extended a warm 
welcome to the newly joined 
leaders and activists by covering 
them with the Congress shawl. 

Speaking on the occasion, she 
said that the Congress party 
has always been committed to 
working for the welfare and 
development of the people and 
that everyone who joins the 
party will be given due respect 
and opportunities.

He called on every worker to 
work with dedication to fur-
ther strengthen the Congress 
party from the village level to 

the state level. He made it clear 
that the Congress party will con-
stantly fight for the solution of 
public problems and that fulfill-
ing the aspirations of the people 

is its main goal.
Speaking on the occasion, the lead-

ers who joined the party said that they 
have taken this decision with faith in 
the principles and leadership of the 
Congress party. They expressed confi-
dence that the Congress party will be 
at the forefront in solving the prob-
lems of the people.Local leaders 
believe that with these huge additions, 
the Congress party has gained more 
strength in Peddavangara mandal and 
the party's activities will accelerate 
further in the coming days. Analysts 
believe that this development is also 
likely to have an impact on the upcom-
ing political equations.

Massive Boost to Congress in Vaddekothapalli as 200 BRS Leaders Join
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Harkara Venugopal Rao Appointed 
Chairman of TPCC Protocol & 
Coordination Committee
Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) has reconstituted its 
Protocol & Coordination 
Committee, appointing senior 
leader Harkara Venugopal Rao 
as its Chairman.
The announcement was made by 
TPCC President B. Mahesh 
Kumar Goud following the direc-
tions of AICC In-charge 
Meenakshi Natarajan at Gandhi Bhavan on Sunday.
As part of the new committee structure, Kishore 
Reddy has been appointed as Vice Chairman, while 
M.A. Faheem will serve as the Convenor. The mem-
bers of the committee include N. Bhanu Prakash 
Reddy, K.V. Prasad, Suraj Tiwari, Sudini Mahender, 
and Allam Rakesh. The reconstitution of the commit-
tee is aimed at strengthening internal coordination 
and ensuring smooth protocol management within 
the party across Telangana.

TIRUMALA, APRIL 19, 
2026On the occasion of 
the birthday of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh, Sri N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, on 
April 20, the Chairman of 
Bhashyam Educational 
Society, Guntur, Sri B. 
Ramakrishna, donated a 
sum of Rs.44 lakh towards 
the one-day Srivari 
Annaprasadam distribu-
tion in Tirumala.

The donation was handed 
over in the form of a Demand 
Draft by the donor to TTD 
Deputy Executive Officer 
(Annaprasadam), Sri 
Rajendra Kumar, on Sunday 

evening at the Additional 
EO Camp Office in Tirupati.
TTD officials appreciated 
the noble gesture and stated 
that the support of donors is 
vital for the successful con-
duct of the Annaprasadam 

programme, which serves 
tens of thousands of pilgrims 
in Tirumala every day. They 
further stated that such acts 
of charity inspire many 
more to contribute towards 
the devout service.

Rs.44 LAKH DONATION TO SRIVARI 
ANNAPRASADAM 

Hyderabad TSIT: Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
will visit Jayashankar 
Bhupalpally district on 
Monday, undertaking a series 
of official programmes focused 
on temple development, irriga-
tion review, and farmer wel-

fare. During the visit, the Chief 
Minister will offer prayers at 
the Kaleshwara Mukteswara 
Swamy Temple in the after-
noon. He will also participate 
in the foundation stone laying 
ceremony for development 
works at the temple. 

CM Revanth to Tour Jayashankar Bhupalpally District 

Sangareddy, April 19 
(TSIT) INTUC district 
president Kolkuri 
Narasimha Reddy said the 
defeat of the Constitution 
Amendment Delimitation 
Bill, allegedly brought by 
the BJP-led Modi govern-
ment, in Parliament is a 
“slap” to the ruling party. 
On Sunday, a protest dhar-
na was organized on the 
national highway in 
Patancheru town.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Narasimha Reddy pointed 
out that the Women’s Bill 
had already been passed in 
2023, questioning the need 
to reintroduce it under the 
pretext of a constitutional 
amendment. He stated that 
the Congress party views 
this development as a vic-
tory for democracy.
Alleging that the Modi gov-
ernment has been losing 
public trust, he said the 

delimitation issue was 
brought forward as a diver-
sion. He demanded the 
immediate resignation of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, calling the move 
undemocratic.  against the 
BJP-led central govern-
ment.He alleged that three 
delimitation-related bills 
were introduced to 
increase over 300 MP seats 

in Hindi-speaking states 
while limiting the increase 
to about 100 seats in south-
ern states, terming it a con-
spiracy to ensure BJP’s 
continued rule at the 
Centre.

He further said that lead-
ers like former Prime 
Ministers P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and H.D. Deve Gowda, 
who hailed from southern 

states, would not have had 
such opportunities under 
the proposed changes. He 
credited Telangana Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
for uniting southern state 
leaders and playing a key 
role, under Congress lead-
ership, in ensuring the 
bill’s defeat in Parliament.

Demanding that the BJP 
government, which he 
claimed lacks a majority, 
step down immediately, he 
reiterated the call for the 
Prime Minister’s resigna-
tion. Several leaders, 
including former sarpanch 
Sanjeeva Reddy, former 
PCC secretary Yuvaraj 
More, Ravi Mudiraj, Sailu 
Mudiraj, women leaders 
Jyothi, Kalpana, Rama, 
Sita, and INTUC leaders 
Ratan Singh, Ramulu, 
Mallesham, and 
Prabhakar, participated in 
the protest.

Delimitation Bill Defeat a Slap to BJP, Says INTUC Leader
Congress Calls It a Victory for  Democracy 

Illegal Gas Refilling Racket Thrives 
in Sangareddy District

Sangareddy(TSIT)An illegal gas refilling racket is reportedly 
operating unchecked across Sangareddy district, raising seri-
ous concerns over public safety and regulatory failure. The 
racket involves refilling domestic LPG cylinders into commer-
cial cylinders and selling them at inflated prices in the black 
market. Prices for a single cylinder are said to range between 
Rs.5,000 and Rs.6,000, encouraging the continuation of these 
unlawful activi-
ties.The illegal 
operations are 
reportedly wide-
spread in areas 
such as 
P a t a n c h e r u , 
S a d a s i v p e t , 
Narsapur, and 
Zaheerabad, where refilling is allegedly carried out openly on 
a daily basis without any safety measures. Locals allege that 
civil supplies officials are turning a blind eye, conducting only 
superficial inspections while the mafia continues to profit by 
exploiting innocent consumers’ needs.Safety norms are being 
blatantly violated, with gas transfers happening in open spac-
es without precautions, increasing the risk of accidents. 
Recent gas cylinder explosions in Sangareddy have further 
heightened public fear and concern. Residents are urging 
authorities to take strict action to curb the menace and ensure 
public safety. Civil Supplies In-charge DSO Rajeshwar stated 
that there is no shortage of gas supply in the district and that 
adequate distribution is being maintained. 

Implement Women’s 
Reservation Without Delay: 

Morugu Veeresh
Jogulamba Gadwal 
(TSIT): Morugu Veeresh, 
District President of the 
Telangana Rajyadhikara 
Party, has demanded the 
immediate implementa-
tion of the Women’s 
Reservation law, calling 
it vital for ensuring wom-
en’s empowerment and 
equal political represen-
tation.In a press state-
ment, he recalled that 
although early policy-
makers did not see the 
need for separate reserva-
tions, the landmark 1974 
“Towards Equality” 
report exposed the under-
representation of women 
in politics. He noted that 
the 73rd and 74th 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Amendments, which pro-
vided 33% reservation for 
women in local bodies, 
yielded positive results.

Referring to the Nari 
Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam, Veeresh said 
the legislation marks a 
historic milestone by 
granting 33% reservation 
for women in the Lok 
Sabha and State 
Assemblies. However, he 
expressed concern over 
delays in its implementa-
tion.He pointed out that 
pending Census and 

delimitation processes 
remain key hurdles. He 
also cited lack of political 
consensus, the demand 
for a quota within quota 
for OBC women, and fears 
among leaders over politi-
cal losses as major chal-
lenges. Additionally, he 
raised concerns about 
“proxy politics,” where 
women representatives 
may be influenced by 
male family members.
Suggesting solutions, 
Morugu Veeresh called 
for early completion of 
Census and delimitation, 
clarity on OBC reserva-
tions, a fixed implementa-
tion timeline, leadership 
training for women, and 
legal safeguards to pre-
vent proxy representa-
tion.

Wanaparthy :Prof. South 
Telangana Zone Regional 
Research and Extension 
Advisory Council meet-
ings will be held on April 
22 and 23 at Regional 
Agricultural Research 
Center, Palem, 
Nagarkurnool District 
under Jayashankar 
Telangana Agricultural 
University, Dr. L., 

Associate Director of 
South Telangana Zone 
Research Department. 
Krishna said in a state-
ment.The objective of 
these meetings is to con-
vey the results of agricul-
tural research and exten-
sion to the farmers, FPOs 
and officials for the year 
2025-26. Farmers, FPOs, 
officials of agriculture 

and horticulture depart-
ments, representatives of 
other concerned depart-
ments, representatives of 
input and processing 
industries will partici-
pate. About 400 represen-
tatives from 11 districts of 
South Telangana zone 
will participate in the 
meeting, officials said.In 
this two-day meeting, 

challenges in the agricul-
tural sector, new trends 
and cultivation methods 
will be thoroughly dis-
cussed and plans for the 
coming period will be 
made. Dr. L. said that 
press and media repre-
sentatives should attend 
this program and give 
wide publicity. Krishna 
asked.

Regional Research and Extension Advisory Council meet-
ing on 22nd and 23rd April at Palem, District Nagar Kurnool

Minister Jupalli visited the 
center of Pangal Mandal 

Wanaparthy (TSIT): Minister Jupalli Krishna Rao 
laid the foundation stone for the construction of addi-
tional classrooms for the construction of infrastruc-
ture with the funds of Rs. 42 lakh from NABARD 
funds at Kasturbha Gandhi School in Pangal mandal 
center. Minister Jupalli advised the students to study 
in a pleasant environment and get a good reputation 
for their parents by pursuing higher studies. Later, 
Minister Jupalli presented Kalyanalakshmi checks 
to 39 beneficiaries from different villages of the man-
dal in a program held at Rythu Vedika in the mandal 
center.

Graduation Day celebrations 
in grand style.

Hyderabad  Saroor Nagar, April 19, TSIT : Graduation 
Day celebrations were held in a grand style under the 
auspices of Sri Vidya Vihar School. As part of the pro-
gramme organized every year, cultural programmes 
were organized for the students who were promoted 
from UKG to First Class under the auspices of the school 
management. Sri Vidya Vihar School Chairman K. 
Srinivas Rao, Principal Sri Vidya,
Vice Principal Satish, PET Vinay Sagar, School staff and 
students participated in the programme.

Hyderabad TSIT: Nirmala 
Jaggareddy strongly con-
demned the BJP for alleged-
ly spreading false propagan-
da that the Congress party is 
opposing the Women’s 
Reservation Bill.

Addressing a press confer-
ence she said the BJP’s move 
to link the Women’s Bill with 
delimitation clearly exposes 
its political conspiracy.The 
Congress party has always 
been committed to women’s 
empowerment and had ear-
lier played a key role in 
pushing for the passage of 
the Women’s Bill,” she 
asserted.She alleged that the 

BJP is attempting to use the 
issue for its political gains. 
“Instead of introducing the 
Women’s Bill independently, 
the BJP is deliberately merg-
ing it with delimitation, 
which raises serious doubts 
about its intentions,” she 
said.Taking a dig at BJP 

leaders, she remarked that 
their approach reflects out-
dated thinking and ques-
tioned whether the party had 
ever elevated a woman to the 
position of Prime Minister, 
while pointing out that 
Indira Gandhi from the 
Congress had served as 

Prime Minister.
Nirmala Jaggareddy 

demanded that the Women’s 
Reservation Bill be intro-
duced separately in the 
upcoming Parliament ses-
sion. “If the BJP has the 
courage, let it bring the Bill 
independently — the 
Congress will extend full 
support,” she stated.

She further alleged that 
the BJP-led Central govern-
ment is using both delimita-
tion and the Women’s Bill 
for narrow political inter-
ests, and is attempting to 
malign the Congress with 
baseless allegations.

BJP Spreading False Propaganda on 
Women’s Bill Nirmala Jaggareddy
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Repalle, April 18 (TSIT): 
Major development works 
worth around Rs.65 crore 
were launched in Repalle 
mandal, with District 
In-charge Minister Kolusu 
Parthasarathy stating that 
the government’s goal is 
to make Bapatla district a 
top-performing region in 
the state. 
The minister, along with 

Anagani Satya Prasad and 
District Collector Dr. V. 
Vinod Kumar, participat-
ed in foundation stone lay-
ing and inauguration cere-
monies on Sunday. 
Earlier, the minister 
offered prayers at a local 
temple in Aravapalle vil-
lage.Key projects include 
the Rs.49 crore Repalle–
Tummala–Gangadipalem 

road under CRIF funds, 
inauguration of the RKR 
road developed at a cost of 
Rs.1.05 crore under DMFT 
funds, and the foundation 
for a 33/11 KV semi-indoor 
substation at the mandal 
headquarters costing Rs.6 
crore. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Minister Kolusu 
Parthasarathy said the 
government under N. 
Chandrababu Naidu is 
committed to balanced 
development and welfare. 
He highlighted plans to 
develop Bapatla’s beaches 
on the lines of Goa to 
boost tourism and create 
employment opportuni-
ties.He added that the new 
substation will support 
industrial growth and 
resolve low-voltage issues 
faced by farmers. Securing 
Rs.49 crore for the road 
project from the Centre 
was also described as a 
major achievement

Rs.65 Crore Development Works 
Launched in Repalle Mandal

University Shapes Students’ 
Future: Prof. R. Ravi Kumar

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
Emphasizing the transfor-
mative role of higher edu-
cation, R. Ravi Kumar 
stated that universities 
play a crucial role in shap-
ing the lives, values, and 
future of students.

He was speaking as the 
chief guest at the grand 
centenary celebrations of 
Andhra University, jointly 
organized by the Arts 
College, IASE, and the 
School of International 
Business (SIB) at the 
Convention Centre on 
Beach Road.

Prof. Ravi Kumar high-
lighted that Andhra 
University, also known as 
“ A n d h r a 
Viswakalaparishat,” has 
evolved from a modest 
beginning into a globally 
recognized institution. He 
noted that departments 
such as Nuclear Physics, 

Oceanography, MBA, 
IRPM, Theatre Arts, and 
Psychology have earned 
international acclaim. He 
called upon the university 
to take a leadership role in 
the state and encouraged 
students to embrace tech-
nology while striving for 
success and fulfillment.

Vice-Chancellor G. P. 
Rajasekhar announced the 

introduction of a Quantum 
Computing course and 
upcoming facilities includ-
ing the C4I4 Lab, Coastal 
Advanced Test Bed, and 
Drug-Food Testing 
Laboratories. He also men-
tioned alumni support in 
establishing a semiconduc-
tor lab and new skill devel-
opment centres.

Delivering the centena-

ry lecture, D. V. R. Murthy 
spoke about the legacy of 
pioneers like C. R. Reddy 
and Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, stressing 
the importance of interdis-
ciplinary research.

Customs Commissioner 
B. Sumidha Devi high-
lighted value-based leader-
ship and encouraged youth 
to serve the nation, while 
N. V. R. Jyothi Kumar 
emphasized curiosity and 
the teacher-student bond.

The event featured felici-
tation of distinguished 
alumni and retired faculty, 
presentation of merit 
awards, and vibrant cul-
tural programmes. 
Departmental exhibitions 
showcasing academic 
achievements and innova-
tive projects attracted wide 
attention, reflecting the 
university’s academic 
excellence and diversity.

Andhra University Felicitates Alumni 
at Grand Centenary Event

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
Andhra University orga-
nized a grand alumni 
felicitation ceremony as 
part of its centenary cele-
brations at the AU 
Convention Centre on 
Beach Road. 
The event, held under the 
joint aegis of the College 
of Arts and Commerce, 
IASE, and School of 
International Business 
(SIB), honoured distin-
guished alumni and 
retired faculty members 
for their outstanding con-
tributions across various 
fields.Senior journalist 
Naidu was presented with 
a special award for his 
remarkable service in 
Journalism and Mass 
Communication. He was 
also honoured with a com-
memorative memento fea-

turing the bust of noted 
educationist C. R. Reddy. 
The felicitation pro-
gramme formed a key part 
of the university’s cente-
nary “Vaarotsavam,” 
marking 100 years of aca-
demic excellence and 

institutional legacy. 
Organisers stated that the 
initiative aimed to recog-
nise alumni achieve-
ments, particularly in the 
media sector, inspire cur-
rent students, and 
strengthen alumni 

engagement with the 
institution.A large num-
ber of alumni, retired pro-
fessors, and faculty mem-
bers attended the event, 
adding to the enthusiasm 
and grandeur of the cele-
brations..

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam. 
GITAM Deemed to be 
University has been selected 
among 23 institutions across 
the country for the establish-
ment of a Quantum 
Teaching Lab under the 
National Quantum Mission, 
an initiative of the 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), 
Government of India. This 
was announced by Pro Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Y. 
Goutham Rao. Speaking as 
the chief guest at an aware-
ness programme held on 
Sunday during the universi-
ty’s entrance examination, 
Prof. Goutham Rao said that 
GITAM’s inclusion along-
side premier research insti-
tutions marks a significant 
milestone for the academic 
landscape of 
Visakhapatnam.He stated 

that the proposed Quantum 
Teaching Lab will be 
equipped with state-of-the-
art infrastructure, enabling 
students to receive interna-
tional-level training in 
emerging fields such as 
quantum computing, quan-

tum communications, and 
quantum sensing. The lab 
will not only strengthen 
teaching but also promote 
advanced research activi-
ties, he added. 
Highlighting the universi-
ty’s initiatives, Prof. Rao 

noted that GITAM has 
already established 
advanced laboratories and is 
actively collaborating with 
industries to provide stu-
dents with training and 
awareness on contemporary 
developments. GITAM 
Career Guidance Centre 
Director Dr. Rosalina, 
addressing the gathering, 
said that over 400 companies 
visit the campus every year 
for placements. She added 
that this year, the highest 
annual package offered to a 
GITAM student exceeded 
Rs.1 crore. Senior professors 
from the departments of 
Engineering, Science, 
Management, and 
Architecture also participat-
ed in the programme, offer-
ing guidance to students on 
course selection after 
Intermediate education and 
future career opportunities.

GITAM University Selected for ‘Quantum 
Teaching Lab’ Under National Mission

Chandrababu’s wife donates Rs 76 lakh for 
free meals at Anna canteens on his birthday

Amaravati, April 19 : 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu’s wife, Nara 
Bhuvaneswari, has 
donated Rs 76 lakh for 
free meals at all Anna 
canteens across the state 
on Monday (April 20) to 
mark his birthday.

Bhuvaneswari, who is 
Vice-Chairperson and 
Managing Director of 
Heritage Foods and 
Managing Trustee of 
NTR Memorial Trust, 
along with her husband, 
handed over the cheque 
of Rs 76 lakh. “It gave me 
immense satisfaction to 
donate Rs 76 lakhs on the 
occasion of Chandrababu 
garu’s birthday (April 20) 
for the maintenance of 
Anna Canteens, which 
provide meals to the poor 
with dignity in a clean 
environment for just Rs 
5. On that day, free meals 
will be provided at all 269 
Anna Canteens across 
the state,” she posted on 
X.

“There is no greater 
satisfaction than feeding 
the hungry. For 
Chandrababu garu, who 
constantly empathises 
with the poor, there 
could be no better tribute 
on his birthday than 
this,” she said.

On April 15, the Chief 
Minister had inaugurat-
ed the 'Anna Canteen' in 
Dharanikota of Palnadu 
district.

He purchased a token 
for Rs 5 and sat down to 
dine alongside the 
labourers. He also per-
sonally served food to the 
poor and labourers who 
had gathered at the can-
teen.

A total of 62 Anna 
Canteens were opened in 

rural areas across the 
state on that day.

With the 204 canteens 
in urban areas and the 65 
in villages, the total 
count has risen to 269. 
Another five canteens 
are currently being read-
ied and will be operation-
al very soon, the Chief 
Minister said.

He recalled that imme-
diately after assuming 
power in 2024, his gov-
ernment set about estab-
lishing 'Anna Canteens' 

across the state. It ini-
tially launched these can-
teens in urban areas.

He commended the 
Akshaya Patra 
Foundation for continu-
ously supplying food to 
the Anna Canteens. He 
noted that over the past 
25 years, this foundation 
has supplied 500 crore 
meals. The meals provid-
ed at Anna Canteens for 
just Rs 5 serve as a life-
line for the poor, auto-
rickshaw drivers, manu-

al labourers, and daily 
wage earners.

“We have provided the 
opportunity for people to 
satisfy their hunger 
three times a day. On 
average, 1,013 people par-
take in meals daily at 
each individual Anna 
Canteen. The operational 
cost for this amounts to 
Rs 26,250 per day. 
Currently, 2.10 lakh peo-
ple across the state are 
having their meals 
through the Anna 
Canteens every day. This 
entails a daily expendi-
ture of over Rs 54 lakh. 
Now, for the 62 newly 
established rural Anna 
Canteens, the food subsi-
dy alone will cost an 
additional Rs 18 lakh per 
day, amounting to Rs 58 
crore annually,” CM 
Naidu said.

“There is no greater satisfaction 
than feeding the hungry. For 

Chandrababu garu, who constant-
ly empathises with the poor, there 
could be no better tribute on his 

birthday than this,”

Second batch of Haj pilgrims 
depart from Vijayawada

Vijayawada, April 19 : 
The second and final batch 
of Haj pilgrims from 
Andhra Pradesh left for 
Saudi Arabia from the 
Vijayawada International 
Airport on Sunday. State 
Minority Welfare Minister 
N.M.D. Farooq flagged off 
the second batch. He 
expressed best wishes to 
the pilgrims, expressing 
hope that their journey 
would be successful, peace-
ful, and filled with joy.

A total of 177 pilgrims 
left for Saudi Arabia. The 
first batch of 156 pilgrims 
had departed on Saturday.

The pilgrims left for the 
airport from the S.M. 
Convention Centre, which 
was turned into a Haj 
camp.

In his remarks on the 
occasion, the minister said 
that, at the direction of 
Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
grand arrangements have 
been made to facilitate the 
pilgrims' journey to Mecca. 
He emphasised that the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment accords the highest 
priority to the welfare of 
the Muslim community 

and to their holy pilgrim-
ages. Government Advisor 
on Minority Affairs 
Mohammed Sharif, Haj 
Committee Chairman 
Hasan Pasha, Urdu 
Academy Chairman 
Mohammed Shubli, Haj 
Committee member Hasan 
Basha, Minority Finance 
Corporation Chairman 
Maulana Mustaq Ahmed, 
Vijayawada DCP, Law and 
Order, N.B.M. Murali 
Krishna, Haj Committee 
CEO Ghouse Peer, 
Minority Finance 
Corporation MD Yakub 
Basha and other senior 
officials were present.

The minister mentioned 
that the government made 
excellent arrangements 
for accommodation and 
hygienic food to ensure 

that pilgrims face no 
inconvenience whatsoev-
er. He commended the 
catering organisers, not-
ing that they performed 
their duties with a spirit of 
selfless service rather than 
with a profit motive.

He gave an assurance 
that members of the Haj 
Committee would remain 
constantly available to 
provide emergency medi-
cal assistance.

He offered several key 
guidelines to the pilgrims. 
Noting the intense heat 
conditions prevailing in 
Saudi Arabia, the minister 
advised pilgrims to remain 
vigilant regarding their 
health.He said, given the 
increased distances 
between accommodation 
centres in Mecca and 

Medina, pilgrims must 
strictly adhere to sched-
ules and maintain punctu-
ality. Furthermore, they 
must strictly respect and 
abide by the restrictions 
regarding the use of gas 
stoves within their accom-
modation facilities.

Farooq also announced 
that the Chief Minister has 
allocated land for the con-
struction of a Haj House in 
Amaravati, and work on 
the project is set to com-
mence very soon.

He said with the assis-
tance of Civil Aviation 
Minister Rammohan 
Naidu, priority has been 
secured regarding flight 
services to Saudi Arabia, 
and plans are in place to 
increase the number of pil-
grims fivefold in the 
future.A total of 2,005 pil-
grims from Andhra 
Pradesh will undertake the 
pilgrimage this year. From 
the Vijayawada embarka-
tion point, 333 pilgrims 
departed in two batches. 
Nearly 50 per cent of pil-
grims are women. The 
remaining pilgrims will 
depart from Hyderabad 
International Airport.

I am recovering steadily, says Pawan Kalyan
Hyderabad, April 19 : Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, who underwent sur-
gery here on Saturday, has thanked 
leaders of various political parties, 
including Central and state minis-
ters and actors, for wishing him a 
speedy recovery. Responding to the 
tweets of various leaders, the actor-
politician thanked them for their 
concern and revealed that he is 
recovering steadily.He is reported to 
have undergone a sinusitis proce-
dure at Apollo Hospital in Hyderabad.
Pawan Kalyan’s eldest brother and 

megastar K. Chiranjeevi was among 
those who tweeted about his health.
“Kalyan Babu has successfully 
undergone a medical procedure and 
is now safe, stable, and recovering 
well. As per the doctors, it may take 
about a week for him to return to his 
normal routine. There is no cause for 
concern. Thank you all for your love, 
concern, and prayers. Let us keep 
him in our thoughts and wish him 
strength, comfort, and a speedy 
recovery,” posted Chiranjeevi, also a 
former Union minister. “Thank you, 
dear Annaya. My heartfelt gratitude 

for your love, blessings and constant 
care. Your words carry warmth, pro-
tection and strength. With your 
blessings, I will recover soon and 
return to serve society,” responded 
the Jana Sena president. Pawan 
Kalyan’s elder brother and Jana 
Sena MLC K Naga Babu also wished 
a speedy recovery. “Our beloved 
leader Pawan Kalyan has successful-
ly undergone a medical procedure 
and is now safe, healthy, and recover-
ing well. He only needs a few days of 
rest, and soon he will return with 
renewed strength and energy. 

Four killed in two 
road accidents in 
Telangana, Andhra

Hyderabad, April 19 : At 
least four persons, includ-
ing two infants, were killed 
in two separate road acci-
dents in Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh on 
Sunday. A woman and her 
four-month-old son died, 
and her husband was 
injured when a car in 
which they were travelling 
collided with a lorry in 
T e l a n g a n a ’ s 
Mahabubnagar district.
The accident occurred in 
Addakula mandal head-
quarters when the car 
rammed into the truck 
parked by the roadside.
The deceased woman was 
identified as Nandini (26) 
and her baby as Kannayya. 
Her husband, Prakash 
Reddy, was critically 
injured. He was shifted to 
the Area Hospital in 
Wanaparthy. The victims 
were residents of 
Kanchiraopalli village in 
Wanaparthy district. 



5HYDERABAD
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2026  Nation

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

HOWRAH: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Saturday hit 
out at the BJP and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
claiming that the saffron 
party's "downfall" began 
after the Centre failed to 
secure passage of a Consti-
tution amendment bill to 
implement women's reser-
vation in legislatures from 
2029.

Addressing back-to-
back rallies at Uluberia in 
Howrah and Baruipur in 
South 24 Parganas, the 
TMC supremo said Friday's 
events in Parliament had 
shown that the BJP was no 
longer a party with a major-
ity of its own and was sur-
viving in office only with the 
support of two allies.

"Yesterday proved they 
are no longer a majority 
government. It is a minori-
ty government. They are 
somehow running it with 
the support of two parties," 
she said, in an apparent ref-
erence to the BJP's depen-
dence on allies in the NDA.

In a major setback to 

the Centre, a Constitution 
amendment bill to imple-
ment 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women in legisla-
tures in 2029 and increase 
the number of Lok Sabha 
seats to 816 was defeated on 
Friday, with the ruling dis-
pensation asserting that the 
struggle to give the rights to 
women will continue.

While 298 members 
voted in support of the bill 
in the Lok Sabha, 230 MPs 
voted against it. Out of 528 
members who voted, the 
bill required 352 votes for a 
two-thirds majority.

Banerjee questioned 
why the women's reserva-

tion was tied to the delim-
itation exercise.

"Why link it with delimi-
tation? Is this an attempt to 
hide fish with greens?" she 
asked, invoking the Benga-
li phrase 'shak diye mach 
dhaka' to claim that the 
"Centre was trying to con-
ceal its real intentions".

Ahead of the upcoming 
West Bengal assembly elec-
tions, Banerjee sought to 
turn the BJP's parliamenta-
ry setback into a larger po-
litical narrative, portraying 
it as the "beginning of the 
BJP's decline nationally".

"Modi sahib's downfall 
began in Delhi yesterday. 

In the Lok Sabha, you have 
been defeated; now you will 
have to be defeated on the 
ground. Bengal will show 
the way," she told cheering 
supporters at Uluberia.

In typical Mamata style, 
she mixed political attacks 
with personal anecdotes 
and old grievances.

Recalling her long as-
sociation with the demand 
for women's reservation, 
Banerjee said she had been 
fighting for the cause since 
1998, long before the BJP 
made it an issue.

"This is not a women's 
bill. I have fought for wom-
en's reservation since 1998. 
They are using the media to 
spread lies," she said.

The TMC supremo ac-
cused the Centre of linking 
the women's quota with de-
limitation in order to con-
ceal what she described as a 
larger political design.

Banerjee alleged that the 
proposed delimitation ex-
ercise was aimed at redraw-
ing political boundaries and 
weakening states like West 
Bengal.

BJP's downfall has begun, its govt 
at Centre in minority: CM Mamata

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath termed 
the defeat of the Constitution 
Amendment Bill to implement res-
ervation for women in legislatures 
by 2029 and increase the number 
of Lok Sabha seats a "betrayal of 
women's power" in the nation.

The amendment bill to imple-
ment 33 per cent reservation for 
women in legislatures by 2029 and 
increase the number of Lok Sabha 
seats to 816 was defeated on Friday.

"Today, a dark chapter has been 
added to the history of India's 
great democracy. The opposition's 
obstruction of the passage of the 
Constitutional Amendment Bill, es-
sential for the 'Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam', is a blow to the honour 
of 'Bharat Mata'. It is a betrayal 
of all women in the nation and an 
infringement of their democratic 
rights," Adityanath said in a post on 
X in Hindi late Friday night.

Accusing the Congress-led 
'INDI' alliance of displaying an 
'anti-women mindset,' Adityanath 
remarked that the women of the 
nation are observant and will re-
member this 'deceit and injustice.' 
"When the time comes, they will 
surely respond. Under the leader-

ship of our Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the NDA alliance will 
continue its unwavering efforts to 
protect the honour, dignity, and 
rights of women and ensure their 
empowerment," the chief minister 
said.

Late Friday night, Aparna Ya-
dav, vice-president of the Uttar 
Pradesh State Women's Commis-
sion, burned flags of the Samajwa-
di Party and Congress outside the 
Vidhan Bhavan in Lucknow.

Speaking to PTI Videos, Yadav 
said, "The manner in which the bill 
was prevented from being passed 
means that 'Naari Shakti' (wom-
en's power) will never forgive them. 
This has occurred repeatedly—in 
1996, 1998, 2003, and now again 
in 2026. They do not want women 
from ordinary families to advance; 
they wish to install their own family 
members in positions of power."

Yadav noted that burning the 
flags was her way of protesting 
against parties with the mindset of 
'Dushasan' and 'Duryodhan,' add-
ing, "If I had remained silent, then 
Aparna Yadav's soul would not 
have forgiven me."

Reacting to Yadav's statement, 
former MLC and SP spokesperson 

Udaiveer Singh said in a post on 
X in Hindi on Friday, "Those be-
longing to the tradition of 'Kaikeyi', 
'Manthara' and 'Shakuni' should 
not attempt to impart wisdom to 
the descendants of Krishna. Ev-
eryone fully understands and sees 
through this 'nautanki' (drama) 
and fraudulence."

The Samajwadi Party, in a post 
on X in Hindi on Saturday, citing 
party chief Akhilesh Yadav, said, 
"Our party supports women's res-

ervation. We have never opposed 
it; rather, we stopped those who 
sought to snatch away women's 
rights."

Late on Friday night, a group of 
women gathered outside the Sa-
majwadi Party office in Lucknow, 
chanting slogans such as "Naari 
shakti ka apmaan, nahi sahega Hin-
dustan" (India will not tolerate the 
insult to women's power). They also 
protested against the Samajwadi 
Party and Akhilesh Yadav.

Defeat of Constitution Amendment Bill 
betrayal of nation's woman power: Yogi

NEW DELHI: The Cab-
inet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs, in a meet-
ing chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
on Saturday approved two 
multi-tracking projects 
of the railways covering 
15 districts across Ut-
tar Pradesh and Andhra 
Pradesh, increasing the 
existing network of Indi-
an Railways by about 601 
Kms. These projects in-
clude Ghaziabad – Sitapur 
3rd and 4th Line and Ra-
jahmundry (Nidadavolu) 
– Visakhapatnam (Duvva-
da) 3rd and 4th Line. The
total estimated cost of the
projects is Rs 24,815 crore
and will be completed up
to 2030-31.

Ghaziabad - Sitapur 
3rd and 4th Line, is of 
route length of 403 km 
and a track length of 859 
km and the estimated cost 

of this project is Rs 14,926 
crore (approx.) and the 
Rajahmundry (Nidada-
volu) - Visakhapatnam 
(Duvvada) 3rd and 4th 
Line, is of route and track 
lengths of 198 km and 
458 km, respectively and 
the estimated cost of this 
project is Rs 9,889 crore 
(approx.). The increased 
line capacity will signifi-
cantly enhance mobili-
ty, resulting in improved 
operational efficiency 

and service reliability for 
Indian Railways. These 
multi-tracking proposals 
are poised to streamline 
operations and alleviate 
congestion.

The projects are in line 
with the Prime Minister's 
vision of a New India 
which will make people of 
the region “Atmanirbhar” 
by way of comprehensive 
development in the area 
which will enhance their 
employment/ self-em-

ployment opportunities.
The projects are 

planned on PM-Gati 
Shakti National Master 
Plan with focus on en-
hancing multi-modal con-
nectivity and logistic effi-
ciency through integrated 
planning and stakeholder 
consultations. These proj-
ects will provide seamless 
connectivity for move-
ment of people, goods, 
and services.

The proposed capaci-
ty enhancement will im-
prove rail connectivity to 
several prominent tourist 
destinations across the 
country, including Dud-
heshwarnath Temple, 
Garhmukteshwar Gan-
ga Ghat, Dargah Shah 
Wilayat Jama Masjid 
(Amroha), Naimisharanya 
(Sitapur), Annavaram, 
Antarvedi, Drakshara-
mam, etc.

Cabinet nod to two multi-tracking railway 
projects covering 15 districts across UP, AP

NASHIK: A female em-
ployee of the TCS unit in 
Nashik, accused in a case 
related to alleged religious 
conversion and sexual ha-
rassment of some women 
colleagues at the office, on 
Saturday, moved an antic-
ipatory bail application, 
citing her two-month-old 
pregnancy.

The accused, identified 
as Nida Khan, stated that 
the charges invoked against 
her attract less than seven 
years of punishment.

Khan's plea will be 
heard by the Nashik ses-
sions court on Monday.

Separately, a court ex-
tended the police remand 
of two male accused, Raza 
Memon (35) and Shafi 
Sheikh (36), in the alleged 
sexual harassment and re-
ligious conversion case till 
April 20 to allow police to 
identify and question key 
witnesses and collect more 
evidence.

Nida Khan's lawyer has 
denied the charges against 

his client, saying she can-
not be accused of outraging 
the modesty of other wom-
en.

Nashik Police Commis-
sioner Sandip Karnik had 
said that Khan is accused 
in only one case of religious 
harassment at the IT firm 
unit.

Memon and Sheikh are 
among the seven employ-
ees, including a woman HR 
manager, who have been 
arrested so far, while Nida 
Khan is absconding.

The duo was arrested 
afresh in a related case on 
Wednesday and were pro-
duced before a magistrate 
at the end of their remand 
on Saturday. The other ac-
cused are already in judi-
cial custody.

The police requested 
the court to extend their 
remand for five days to 
identify and question key 
witnesses in the case.

The accused have al-
legedly committed various 
acts with religious motives 

against male and female 
colleagues. Due to the large 
scope of these crimes, a 
detailed interrogation is 
needed, the police said.

Government lawyers 
Kiran Bendbhar and Ani-
ket Avhad submitted that 
the accused duo are habit-
ual offenders with multiple 
cases registered against 
them at the Mumbai Naka 
police station in Nashik.

The prosecution sub-
mitted that the custody of 
Memon and Sheikh is re-
quired to conduct a tech-
nical analysis of their mo-
bile phones. Additionally, 
police need to identify and 
question eyewitnesses and 
collect further evidence.

Defence lawyers Rahul 
Kasliwal and Baba Sayyad 
questioned the need for 
physical police custody of 
the accused for analysing 
technical evidence, such 
as the recovery of the pass-
word, and urged that they 
be remanded in judicial 
custody.

Employee cites pregnancy to seek pre-arrest 
bail; custody of two male accused extended

MUMBAI: Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis on Saturday 
directed officials to ensure swift allot-
ment of land to data centre companies 
once agreements are finalised, noting 
that several firms from Central Asia 
are keen to invest in the state.

Chairing a meeting here, Fadnavis 
said all critical requirements for set-
ting up data centre projects, especially 
land acquisition, must be completed 
within the defined timelines. He also 
instructed that power supply to such 
projects be prioritised.

The meeting reviewed the state's 
preparedness to attract investments 
in the data centre sector, an official re-
lease issued here said.

Fadnavis said agencies must act 
with urgency and coordination.

Directing the City and Industrial 
Development Corporation of Maha-

rashtra (CIDCO) to develop a dedi-
cated land bank for such projects, he 
asked the energy department to expe-
dite land allocation for substations.

Officials said in the meeting that 
infrastructure for data centres is be-
ing strengthened and that adequate 
electricity supply arrangements are 
being put in place to support incoming 
investments, according to the release.

Fadnavis also directed officials to 
expedite land allocation for the pro-
posed EduCity and MediCity projects, 
aimed at attracting global universities 
and creating world-class higher educa-
tion opportunities in the state.

In a separate review meeting, Fad-
navis said several leading internation-
al universities have shown interest in 
setting up campuses in the state, and 
stressed that all concerned depart-
ments must act within time-bound 

frameworks to facilitate the projects.
Fadnavis said the EduCity and 

MediCity initiatives will enable stu-
dents in Maharashtra to access global-
ly competitive higher education within 
the state, while also boosting research, 
innovation and startup growth.

The projects are proposed near the 
upcoming Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Airport, with land acquisition and 
planning processes already underway.

Officials said a master plan for 
MediCity has been prepared and that 
steps are being taken to ensure timely 
availability of land for both projects.

CM Fadnavis also underlined that 
the presence of globally reputed uni-
versities will enhance opportunities 
across sectors and strengthen the 
state's position as an emerging hub for 
education and research, an official re-
lease said.

Maharashtra CM orders swift land allocation, 
priority power supply for upcoming data centres

JAMSHEDPUR: Two 
former Jharkhand chief 
ministers and a senior BJP 
leader on Saturday crit-
icised the Congress and 
other INDIA bloc parties 
over the defeat of the Con-
stitution Amendment Bill 
to implement 33 per cent 
reservation for women in 
legislatures in 2029 and in-
crease the number of seats 
of Lok Sabha.

Former CM Raghu-
bar Das said the "true co-
lour" of "so-called wom-
en-friendly parties" had 
been exposed when it came 
to granting rights to wom-
en, who constitute half of 
the country’s population.

"This is a betrayal of 
women. This is not just the 
defeat of a bill but a betray-
al of the dreams of millions 
of women who have been 
waiting for the quota for a 

long time. The country will 
remember who stood in 
support of women’s rights 
and who trampled them for 
political gains," Das said.

Another ex-chief min-
ister, Champai Soren, also 
criticised the opposition 
parties for "blocking the 
passage of the bill" in Lok 
Sabha, claiming that this 
was an "insult" to 'Nari 
Shakti' (women's power).

In a major setback to 
the government, a Con-
stitution Amendment Bill 
to implement 33 per cent 
reservation for women in 
legislatures in 2029 and 
increase the number of Lok 
Sabha seats to 816 was de-
feated on Friday, with the 
ruling dispensation assert-
ing that the struggle to give 
the rights to women will 
continue.

While 298 members 

voted in support of the bill, 
230 MPs voted against it. 
Out of 528 members who 
voted, the bill required 352 
votes for a two-thirds ma-
jority.

Soren said, "The Con-
gress, TMC, DMK and 
the Samajwadi Party did 
not allow the passage of 
the essential Constitu-
tion amendment bill for 
the Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam."

He claimed that it was 
not the first time that the 
Congress and its allies have 
done.

"This insult to 'Nari 
Shakti' will not stop here 
but will travel far and wide. 
The opposition will have to 
face the wrath of women 
not only in the 2029 Lok 
Sabha elections but at ev-
ery level and in every elec-
tion," he added.

Ex-Jharkhand CMs hit out at Cong, INDIA 
bloc parties for defeat of women's quota bill

CHANDIGARH: Jannayak Janta Party 
leader Dushyant Chautala on Saturday de-
manded an FIR against a police team that 
he accused of blocking his car while he was 
going to meet the Hisar district police chief.

Chautala also slammed Hisar Superin-
tendent of Police Siddhant Jain, alleging 
that no action has been taken yet despite his 
complaint.

He sought the SP's transfer, demanding 
a fair probe under the supervision of the 
home secretary.

Chautala said he was on his way to meet 
the SP regarding the "wrongful arrest" of 
six people connected with the JJP over a 
protest at Guru Jambeshwar University in 
Hisar on Thursday, when a police team in-
tercepted his convoy.

Two men stepped out of the vehicle and 
one of them, wearing a red- shirt, was hold-
ing an object that appeared to be a weapon 
and issued a threat, he claimed, speaking to 
reporters.

Chautala claimed that the man wearing 
the red shirt was Inspector Pawan.

"When I came out of my car and ap-
proached the vehicle, they ran away," he 
said.

He said five policemen from the City 
police station had been tailing him. "What 
was their motive? It is still unclear," Chau-
tala said."Their intention was not to stop 
us. Their intention was something else," he 

said, warning he would move to court if an 
FIR is not filed by Monday.

Meanwhile, the Hisar police claimed the 
confrontation resulted from an overtake at-
tempt at high speed.

They said the in-charge of the Hisar 
Crime Investigation Agency was traveling 
along the Old Sabzi Mandi Road toward 
the Additional Director General of Police's 
office.

On the route, a convoy approached from 
behind at a high speed, blaring sirens.

One of the vehicles, the police said, at-
tempted to overtake the police car and at-
tempted to ram into it.

Another car, fitted with a flashing light, 
also sped past the police vehicle, narrowly 
averting a collision, the police said on Fri-
day.

When the officer stopped to clarify the 
situation, some party workers and securi-
ty men accompanying Dushyant Chautala 
rushed to the vehicle, opened the window, 
and attempted to pull him out of the car, the 
police said.

The police officer had no weapon and Ra-
jkumar, a member of the CIA staff, was also 
manhandled, they claimed.

The matter is being investigated by a 
Deputy Superintendent of Police rank offi-
cer, the police said.

A video purported to be of the incident 
was shared by the JJP leader on Thursday.

Dushyant Chautala demands FIR against 
police team for 'blocking' convoy in Hisar

CPI(M) writes to PM 
Modi seeking 

intervention in 
Delhi-NCR workers' stir
NEW DELHI: Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) Gen-
eral Secretary M A Baby has 
written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi seeking his 
intervention to address the 
concerns of striking workers 
in industrial clusters across 
Delhi-NCR, the party said 
on Saturday. In the letter re-
leased by the party, Baby said 
resentment has been simmer-
ing among workers in Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and the 
Delhi-NCR region "for a long 
time", fueled by "extremely 
harsh working conditions, 
abysmal wages and workplace 
accidents". Referring to his 
recent visit to Noida, he said 
the situation has worsened 
over the past month due to 
LPG shortages and rising in-
flation, pushing workers "to 
their absolute breaking point". 
He highlighted that declared 
minimum monthly wages 
range from Rs 11,314 in Uttar 
Pradesh to Rs 18,456 in Delhi, 
which he termed grossly inad-
equate given the high cost of 
living in the region. "Even for 
subsistence-level needs such 
as accommodation, food and 
rent, the current wages are 
insufficient, let alone expens-
es on education and health," 
he said, adding that a large 
section of unorganised sector 
workers earn far below stat-
utory minimum wages. The 
CPI(M) leader also alleged that 
instead of addressing workers' 
grievances, the Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana governments 
responded with "severe police 
repression", treating the pro-
tests as a law-and-order issue 
rather than a labour dispute.

AGAR MALWA: Police 
busted an illegal silver melt-
ing and refining unit operat-
ing from a house in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Agar Malwa town 
on Saturday and arrested 
two persons following com-
plaints of foul smell in the 
locality, an official said.

The unit functioned in 
the Khirni Takiya area in the 
middle of the town, Kotwali 
police station house officer 
Shashi Upadhyay told re-
porters. He said local resi-

dents had complained of a 
strong chemical stench in 
their neighbourhood for the 
past few days, prompting 
police to activate informers 
and initiate a probe. The offi-
cial said that silver was being 
secretly melted and refined 
inside a house in the area. 
Police raided the place and 
recovered nearly 1,500 litres 
of chemicals stored in about 
30 cans. These comprised 20 
cans of nitric acid, four cans 
of sulphuric acid and two 

cans of hydrochloric acid. 
Besides the powerful acids, 
50 kg of a material in pow-
dered form, caustic soda and 
urea were also seized, the 
official said. These chemicals 
are used in the process of 
melting and refining silver, 
he said. A 30-year-old man, 
identified as Abid, and his 
father Maujudeen (50), were 
arrested at the spot, the offi-
cial said, adding that further 
investigation into the matter 
is underway.

Illegal silver melting unit busted 
in MP’s Agar Malwa; 2 held

India to launch ‘Nasha 
Mukt Vidyalaya’

NEW DELHI: Reaffirm-
ing action against electronic 
cigarettes, India will roll out 
drug-free campaigns across 
the schools, instilling a val-
ue-based education system 
to steer away the youth from 
nicotine products.

The announcement by 
Ram Singh, Joint Director, 
Ministry of Education, was 
made at a seminar under the 
theme “Educating for Values, 
Protecting Our Children: 
Keeping Novel Nicotine 
Products Away from Chil-
dren” organised by Mothers 
Against Vaping (MAV) in 
Delhi earlier this week. “This 
year, we are introducing Na-
sha Mukt Vidyalaya, a 3-Year 
Action Plan under Nasha 
Mukt Bharat, to address 
this challenge,” said Singh. 
He acknowledged the preva-
lence of vaping among youth 
despite India having enacted 
the Prohibition of Electronic 
Cigarettes Act (PECA), 2019. 

Nashik TCS
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In the midst of the Iran war and its threatened re-emergence in an even fiercer avatar,
some welcome news. Hamza, a founding member of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), was shot by
unknown gunmen in Lahore and is said to be currently in critical condition.
The elimination of any terrorist anywhere is to be greeted with a sigh of relief. But the
Lashkar is in a category of its own. As American negotiators label Iran as the worst
terrorist state in the world, nothing Tehran has in its armoury can match what
Pakistan has in its quiver of terrorist groups. 

Amir Hamza As A 'Day 1' Node
Available reports say unidentified attackers opened fire on Hamza outside a news
channel office in Lahore while he was walking on the streets. Hamza is no ordinary ter-
rorist. A fiery speaker and writer, he was picked up by Zaki Ur Rehman Lakhvi in
1985, when he was a student at a madrassa in Punjab. This was long before the LeT was
even formed. He was taken to meet Hafeez Saeed at his residence, and as a result of
these and other meetings, the first 'institution' of the Lashkar, the Markaz Da'wa-al-
Irshad (MDI), was established. Its publications division was headed by the enthusiastic
Hamza, then in his early 20s. He also edited the monthly magazine Mujallah Ad-Dawah
and the Al Jarar, the inflammatory rhetoric of both of which directly led to an increase
in the membership of the organisation to more than 10,000 in less than three years. The
tenor of these and other publications reveals some interesting aspects other than 'jihad'
- primarily against India and then the US - and the whole 'heaven' rewards belief. It
specifically endorses the Pakistan Army as the 'Army of Islam', contrasting it with cor-
rupt politicians and civilians, and thereby justifying its every action. Hamza's position
was that every Pakistani should be a 'symbolic Minister of Defence'. Another recent
one was this: "When their combined fist of self-defence lands on the terrorists, we could
see Modi falling flat on his face". All this was bolstered by references from the Quran
and Sunna, providing a solid base for the Army, particularly the Chiefs whom Hamza
eulogised to the hilt. 
But Hamza is not just talk. He went to the then Soviet Union to tie up with Salafist
groups, and later to Iran to bolster Sunni resistance to the Shia majority. He was also
at the core of the Afghan jihad, and, therefore, is well-linked with members of the origi-
nal Taliban and the mujahideen. He was also a fundraiser of note, and, all in all, is a
central figure of the Lashkar, embodying their absolute hatred for India and the US.

What His Loss Means
He's the historical memory of the group, and losing him would hit LeT leaders hard.
The organisation, however, will survive, and perhaps even thrive as younger and even
more radical leaders come up.  That's the core of the issue. Lashkar has never been
without its internal feuds. For instance, a major fissure was reported following the sec-
ond marriage of Hafiz Saeed to a much younger woman, which, together with opera-
tional reasons, led to the estrangement between him and the operational chief Zaki-ur-
Rehman. Following the 26/11 attack in Mumbai, Pakistan faced immense pressure to
clean up its act, and several Lashkar leaders were 'arrested' and given showpiece sen-
tences. Hamza, however, seems to have got away, and, in fact, seems to have been given
yet another group to head: the Jaish-e-Manqafa. This helped the LeT raise financial
resources, even as known fronts like the Falah-e-Insaniyat were shut down. That this
was done with the full knowledge of the Pakistan 'establishment' is without doubt.

(Reservation, the real question of
morality and politics)

When the Nari Shakti Vandan Act
was passed in India, it was hailed as
"historic," Parliament erupted in
applause, and a new era of women's
empowerment was announced. But
amidst all this celebration, an uncom-
fortable question persisted: are the
doors of politics truly open for
women, or is it merely a new symbol-
ic framework being created into
which the same old image of power
will be fitted? The character of Indian
politics has been more realistic and, at
times, harsh, than idealistic. Where
equations prevail over principles, and
morality often shifts according to the
convenience of power, expecting that
reservation alone will change the
character of the system may be naive.
Increasing women's participation in
politics is a fundamental democratic
necessity, but the question is whether
this participation will translate into
genuine empowerment or whether
the same power structures will adapt
them to their own mold, as they have
done with every new entrant. The
path to entry into politics is still
extremely complex, with pressures
from family, capital, connections and
party loyalty at play. For women, the
path becomes even more difficult as
they face additional hurdles such as
social constraints, character ques-
tions and lack of opportunities. To

assume that every woman who rises
will do so only through compromise is
not only an oversimplification but
also an insult to the struggles of thou-
sands of women who are making their
way through their hard work and tal-
ent. The real problem is that the sys-
tem under which this reservation is
being implemented is itself not trans-
parent and fair. The lack of democra-
cy within political parties, the opacity
in ticket distribution, and the central-
ization of leadership ensure that
opportunities are distributed more

based on proximity than merit.
Therefore, even if seats are reserved
for women, they will not necessarily
emerge as truly independent and
empowered representatives; rather,
they may become part of the same
power game where decisions are
made elsewhere and faces are seen
elsewhere. This is why both hope and
apprehension about this law are natu-
ral, because if the structure remains
unchanged, the outcome will remain
the same as before. The question of
ethics in politics is also central to this

debate, as a culture of "contact" and
"compromise" has long existed in the
corridors of power, and it is not limit-
ed to women but permeates the entire
system. Therefore, if this culture is
not challenged, reservations could
become ingrained in the same struc-
ture and lose their original purpose.
It's also important to understand that
increasing representation doesn't
guarantee change. Sometimes, even
newcomers fall into the trap of follow-
ing old patterns because the system
forces them to do so. Therefore, any
reform should be evaluated not just
on the basis of numbers, but on its
impact. Whether increasing the num-
ber of women will bring sensitivity to
policies, prioritize social issues, or
will politics simply continue in the
same old direction with new faces is
an open question that only time will
answer. The most important element
in this entire scenario is accountabili-
ty. If anyone, whether male or female,
abuses power, action should be taken
against them. However, this requires
independent and strong institutions
that can function without political
pressure. Unfortunately, the nexus
between crime and politics has
become a serious problem today,
where in many cases the accused are
protected and the voices of the victims
are suppressed. Expecting reserva-
tion alone to solve this problem is
unrealistic.
As a solution, we need comprehensive
reforms, bringing transparency with-
in political parties, establishing clear
and fair criteria for ticket distribu-
tion, developing safe and independent
grievance mechanisms for women so
they can express themselves without
fear, and preparing them not just as
symbolic representatives but as capa-
ble and trained leaders. This requires
political education, resources, and
institutional support. And most
importantly, a change in societal
mindsets, because unless women are
given equal status, no law will fully
achieve its objective. 

When it comes to the afford-
ability debate that will define
the midterm elections,
President Donald Trump's
biggest and toughest oppo-
nent is this: reality. Consider
that in July 2025, when
Trump signed his tax cut pol-
icy into law with the sweep-
ing One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, average national gas
prices were $3.16 a gallon.
Fast forward to today, and
average gas prices are $4.12 a
gallon. Researchers at
Stanford estimate that the
average household will
spend an additional $740 this
year for gas. Average tax
refunds are up only about
$350, or 11%, over last year,
according to the Treasury
Department. That's far lower
than the original projections
of nearly $1,000. All of that
overshadowed a series of
events that Trump and
Republicans held this week
to celebrate their tax cuts as
Americans closed out tax-fil-
ing season. The GOP has
been counting on generous
tax refunds to give them a
political boost heading into
the midterms, but so far, it
has not materialized.   The
good news for Republicans is
this: Trump largely stayed
on message during a round-
table event in Las Vegas. It
was a notable contrast from
his affordability rallies,
where his wild oratorical
"weave" often drowned out

his message. The bad news is
this: In the reality-based
world, the economy for
workers in Las Vegas - and
beyond - isn't so great. Tariffs
and a decline in internation-
al visitors have dented
tourism in Las Vegas, where
the unemployment rate has
been among the highest for a
large metro area over the
past year. And while
workers in Sin
City earned
some of the
h i g h e s t
t a x
refunds
in the
c o u n -
t r y ,
they are
also con-
t e n d i n g
with $5 a
gallon gas,
among the high-
est in the country.
Still, Trump touted a rosy
reality, claiming the econo-
my was "booming" and
would do even better, once
the "diversion" of the Iran
war was settled. "For the
remainder of 2026, you're
going to see a big surge,"
Trump said during the 45-
minute event at a downtown
Las Vegas ballroom. "The
numbers are really tremen-
dous, and that's why I'm out
here. If they were bad, I
wouldn't be here today. I'd be
sitting home watching televi-

sion." Consumers aren't as
bullish. An April consumer
confidence survey by the
University of Michigan was
the gloomiest in 70 years.
The previous low was in
June 2022, when gas prices
hit $5 a gallon and inflation
was at 9.1%, a 40-year high.
Other polls find much the
same. An April YouGov poll

found that just 16% of
those surveyed

thought that
the econo-

my was
improv-
i n g ,
w i t h
5 7 %
saying
t h e

e c o n o -
my was

g e t t i n g
worse. Just

13% said that
they are financially

better off than they were a
year ago, and 38% said they
were not. South Carolina
Senator Tim Scott, who leads
the GOP effort to retain con-
trol of the chamber, released a
video touting tax cuts that
amount to $300 a month for
some filers. "Thank a
Republican!" he says. But
Americans aren't feeling
grateful. According to a Fox
News poll, a record 70% of
those surveyed think their
taxes are too high, with 75%
seeing government spending

as wasteful. Trump has asked
for $1.5 trillion in defense
spending, the largest year-
over-year hike in decades.
According to a survey from
the Bipartisan Policy Center,
only 27% of those surveyed
felt the Trump tax law favored
them, with Republicans and
tipped and overtime workers
more likely to hold this view.
Many Americans used their
refund money to pay down
debt, increasing their pay-
ments by 20% for car and stu-
dent loans and credit card bal-
ances. And then there's gas
prices. Nearly two-thirds of all
voters (65%) and 73% of inde-
pendents directly blame
Trump for increasing prices
at the pump, according to a
Quinnpiac poll. 
Democrats, meanwhile, are
highlighting the GOP tax
law's bigger breaks for upper
income earners. That's a
smart message, given that
some 38% of voters say the
biggest annoyance about
taxes is that the rich aren't
paying their fair share,
according to the Fox poll.
Republicans are set to contin-
ue the messaging around
taxes and their megabill into
the midterms. But messaging
can't overcome the anxiety
many Americans feel about
an economy that Trump has
disrupted with tariffs and a
war of choice. And that's the
reality for the Republicans
who will be on the ballot.

WOMEN POWER OR A
NEW MASK OF POWER?

DONALD TRUMP'S TOUGHEST
OPPONENT? HIS OWN ECONOMY

In an earlier opinion piece
on the Tamil Nadu elections,
I had stated that this election
is not a big wave election,
but one that's being fought
on a seat-by-seat basis. In
any general election, there
are tough contests, and then
there are defining battles.
The first is about candi-
dates; the second will reveal
a battle that's bigger--one
that could reflect a decisive
trend that will determine
the overall result. From our
extensive travel across the
state, below are the defining
contests and why. This is not
about high-profile candi-
dates; this piece is about the
key contest seats in the west-
ern and southern districts.
In the next piece, I will list
out Central (Delta districts),
north Tamil Nadu, and
Chennai city seats to watch
out for.

Western Region
The AIADMK alliance swept
this region in 2021, winning
43 out of 57 seats here. It
swept Salem with 10 of 11
seats, won all 10 in
Coimbatore, six of eight in
Tiruppur, five of eight in
Erode, and all five in
Dharmapuri. In Namakkal,
it won only two of six, and in
the hilly Nilgiris, it lost all
three. The reason this is
important is because
Coimbatore, Tiruppur,
Erode, Salem, and
Dharmapuri are the dis-
tricts where the DMK must
make gains this time to off-
set losses elsewhere. The
DMK had a full sweep in
Chennai and peaked in the
north and central districts
and the south in 2021. If it
faces losses after five years
in power in these regions,
the only space for gains,
arguably, is in the West.

1. Coimbatore South
This seat will show if the
DMK's most powerful face in
the region--the one known
for his organisational might
and the one facing ED cases,
former minister Senthil

Balaji--can rewrite the
DMK's Coimbatore calculus.
In fact, across this region,
the candidates have been
selected by Senthil Balaji,
who has vacated his tradi-
tional Karur seat to contest
from here and prove a point.
The BJP's Vanathi
Srinivasan (AIADMK
alliance) beat MNM Chief
and actor Kamal Haasan
(DMK alliance) by less than
2,000 votes in 2021. She has
shifted to Coimbatore North,
and Senthil Balaji is facing
off with AIADMK strong-
man Amman K Arjunan,
who won Coimbatore North
in 2021 and is now contest-
ing from here.
Results here will test
whether the AIADMK can
hold on to its bastion. Vijay's
TVK and Seeman's NTK are
also factors here, and the
impact they will have on a
classic AIADMK vs DMK
battle is being closely
watched.

2. Gobichettipalayam (Erode
district)
Eight-time AIADMK MLA
from this seat and now one
of the TVK's biggest faces,
KA Sengottayan, will show
whether the loyalty to "Two
Leaves", which is deep and
emotional, can shift to the
TVK's whistle on voting day.
The AIADMK has fielded a
young VB Prabhu to take on
Sengottayan. In 2021, the

DMK had lost by over 25,000
votes, but if the AIADMK
vote gets split, it could throw
open an opportunity for the
DMK. In the big picture, this
seat will show how strong
the 'Two Leaves' vote is in
seats where former
AIADMK leaders have shift-
ed to the TVK. It's also a cru-
cial test for the TVK on
whether it can win seats.
The possible tacit grassroots
understandings between the
DMK and AIADMK to keep
the TVK at bay would also
be crucial to watch out for
here.

3. Tiruchengode (Namakkal
District)
The TVK's general secretary
and former IRS officer, one
known as a crucial strategist
in the party, KG Arun Raj, is
facing off with the sub-
regional, caste-based Kongu
Makkal Desiya Katchi's
incumbent MLA ER
Easwaran (part of the DMK
alliance) and AIADMK's R
Chandrashekar.
This seat will show whether
the TVK and one of its
strongest faces can wipe out
small regional parties and
make a huge inroad into
caste vote bases in the west-
ern parts of the state. This
will also show how much the
AIADMK can hold grass-
roots equations, as
Easwaran was an AIADMK
ally who has shifted to the

DMK this time.

4. Salem West
This will be one of the cru-
cial seats where the 'PMK
factor', after the split
between Ramadoss Sr and
Ramadoss Jr, will be
assessed. The incumbent
MLA Arul Ramadoss is part
of the family and has stuck
with Ramadoss senior.
Ramadoss Junior (part of
the AIADMK alliance) has
fielded a strong candidate, M
Karthe. The DMK has stayed
out of the PMK battle and
has given the seat to the
DMDK. How much the split
in the PMK family has hurt
the party and who has the
people's support will be test-
ed here. The PMK, which
has the OBC Vanniyar caste
vote base, is a crucial
AIADMK ally, and if the
split in the party impacts its
vote base, it may be felt
across the region. That's
why Salem West is crucial to
watch out for.
This will also show if the
split in the PMK and the
alliance with the DMDK can
help the DMK alliance
breach Edappadi
Palaniswami's fortress. The
entire district, with seats
like neighbouring
Veerapandi, which the DMK
is fighting hard to wrest,
will be a fascinating test of
alliance arithmetic and 'Two
Leaves' resilience.

Seats In South And West That
Hold Key To Tamil Nadu

editorial
Amir Hamza Attack Was A

Symptom. A Deadlier Storm
Is Brewing Within Lashkar

PRIYANKA 
SAURABH

When
it comes to the

affordability debate
that will define the
midterm elections,

President Donald Trump's
biggest and toughest

opponent is this:
reality. 
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Bengaluru : PlumbexIndia 
2026, India’s leading platform for 
water, sanitation and plumbing, 
concluded with strong industry 
and government participation, 
reinforcing its role in advancing 
the country’s water security and 
sustainable infrastructure agen-
da.The three-day event, organ-
ised by the Indian Plumbing 
Association (IPA), brought 
together over 15000 visitors, 180 
exhibitors, and representatives 
from countries, such as USA, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, 
Denmark, France, Isreal Japan, 
Tiwan and China.

The event was supported by 
two key ministries of govern-
ment of India, Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA), Ministry of Jal Shakti 
(MoJS) and The Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT 
Mission), underscoring growing 
alignment between policy and 
industry.

Gurmit Singh Arora, 
National President, Indian 
Plumbing Association said 
“Plumbex India 2026 has once 
again demonstrated the power 
of collaboration in addressing 
India’s most pressing water 
challenges. The conversations, 
innovations, and partnerships 
forged here reflect a shared com-
mitment across government, 
industry, and academia to build 

resilient, efficient, and sustain-
able water systems. As India 
continues to urbanise rapidly, 
platforms like PlumbexIndia are 
essential in translating ideas 
into actionable solutions on the 
ground,”

Chandra Shekhar Gupta, 
National Vice President, IPA, 
added: “This year’s 
PlumbexIndia has reinforced 
the importance of integrating 
engineering excellence with pol-
icy direction and on-ground 
implementation. The strong par-
ticipation and the MoU signing 
with CaHO are significant steps 
towards improving water and 
sanitation standards, particu-
larly in critical sectors like 
healthcare.”

A key outcome of the event 
was the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between IPA and the 
Consortium of Accredited 
Healthcare Organizations, 

aimed at strengthening water, 
sanitation, and plumbing stan-
dards in healthcare infrastruc-
ture.The event featured high-
level discussions on urban 
water management, groundwa-
ter sustainability, engineering-
led infrastructure solutions, and 
design-driven innovation, with 
participation from leading 
experts across sectors.Key ini-
tiatives included the IPA 
Bathroom Challenge, a live tech-
nical competition supported by 
IAPMO and IWSH, and “Around 
the Drop”, a student-focused 
design platform in partnership 
with Ethos Empowers.

The event also recognised 21 
industry leaders through the 
IPA Awards of Excellence and 
honoured winners of the “My 
Water My Story” an initiative 
by IPA Vanita (women’s wing 
of Indian Plumbing 
Association), celebrating grass-
roots contributions to water 
conservation, Among the par-
ticipants, Anvitha A, emerged 
as the National Winner, stand-
ing out for her exceptional con-
tribution to the “My Water My 
Story” initiative.Building on 
the outcomes of 2026, the next 
edition of PlumbexIndia is 
expected to further strengthen 
its role as a national platform 
for collaboration, innovation, 
and actionable solutions in 
water and sanitation.

Water Management takes centre stage at 
PlumbexIndia 2026 in Bengaluru

Anurag Singh Thakur Exposes Congress’s Betrayal of Women’s 
Rights; Dismantles Fake Narratives on Delimitation

Bengaluru : Addressing a 
press conference in 
Bengaluru, former Union 
Cabinet Minister Anurag 
Singh Thakur strongly con-
demned the Congress, TMC, 
DMK, and the Samajwadi 
Party for blocking the pas-
sage of the Constitution 
Amendment Bill for the 
Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam on April 17, 
2026. 

Thakur stated that by 
defeating this crucial legis-
lation, the opposition alli-
ance has stalled 33% reser-
vation for women in the Lok 
Sabha and state assemblies. 
He noted that this marks the 
fifth time the INDIA bloc 
has stalled women's reserva-
tion, and historically, the 
first time the Congress party 
has outright voted against a 
women's reservation pro-
posal. Despite receiving a 
clear majority of 298 votes in 
favor against 230 opposed, 
the bill narrowly missed the 
two-thirds special majority 
required under Article 368. 
Thakur emphasized that 
this defeat was merely a 
mathematical technicality 
and not a rejection of wom-
en's rights by the nation, 
raising the question of who 
truly harbors an anti-wom-
en agenda.

Thakur systematically 

dismantled the opposition's 
"false narrative" that delimi-
tation would punish and 
hurt southern states, label-
ing it a manufactured crisis 
by the DMK and Congress. 
Presenting the BJP's reality, 
he explained that under the 
Modi Government's pro-
posed 50% formula, every 
single southern state would 
gain more seats than even a 
2011 Census projection 
would have provided. For 
example, Tamil Nadu's cur-
rent 39 seats would leap to 59 
(ten more than the 2011 
Census projection), Kerala 
would increase from 20 to 30 
bonus seats, and Karnataka 
would move from 28 to 42 
seats. Andhra Pradesh 
would increase from 25 to 37 
seats, and Telangana from 
17 to 25 seats. Most crucial-
ly, Thakur presented per-
centage proofs showing that 
the southern states' com-
bined representation would 

not decrease; rather, their 
total share in the Lok Sabha 
would slightly increase from 
23.76% (129 of 543 seats) to 
23.90% (195 of 816 seats). 

He affirmed that the 
narrative claiming South 
India will suffer is a 100% 
lie, as not a single south-
ern state would lose even a 
fraction of its proportional 
voice. Furthermore, 
Thakur highlighted the 
democratic urgency of 
delimitation, pointing out 
the gross injustice where a 
voter in Lakshadweep cur-
rently holds 65 times the 
electoral weightage of a 
voter in Malkajgiri. He 
reminded the public that 
Indira Gandhi delayed 
delimitation for political 
gain from 1976 to 2026, cre-
ating a historic wrong that 
the Modi Government is 
finally correcting to 
ensure one person, one 
vote, one value.

Women’s Reservation Bill: Setback for 
BJP in Parliamentary System, Victory for 

Democracy — Dr. Anand Kumar

Bengaluru : The govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi does not have 
a genuine commitment to pro-
viding one-third reservation 
for women in legislative 
assemblies. The authoritarian 
approach and unilateral deci-
sion-making have resulted in 
embarrassment for the BJP in 
the parliamentary system, 
which, according to Dr. Anand 
K u m a r — N a t i o n a l 
Coordinator of the AICC SC 
Department and Maharashtra 
in-charge—is a true victory for 
democracy.

He criticized that what 
failed in Parliament was not 
merely the Women’s 
Reservation Bill, but an 
unconstitutional delimitation 
bill attempted in the name of 
women. The 33% Women’s 
Reservation Bill was already 
passed in Parliament in 2023, 

but the government has not 
shown commitment to imple-
ment it. The bill, which was 
passed two and a half years 
ago, should have been imple-
mented based on the current 
strength of legislative bodies. 
Delaying implementation 
until after a new census is, he 
remarked sarcastically, like 
the story of blind men touch-
ing an elephant.

In his statement, he said the 
proposed delimitation bill is 
anti–South India. Before intro-
ducing any bill, public opinion 
and the views of elected repre-
sentatives should have been 
respected. If the government 
knew the bill would not be 
approved, why did it introduce 
this constitutional amend-
ment? If it truly had commit-
ment, why was the bill not 
referred to a parliamentary 
review committee? The gov-
ernment did not want the real 
reasons behind the bill to be 
scrutinized, which is why it 
was introduced hastily. He 
added that the government 
failed to secure the necessary 
support in advance, which is a 
major lapse. Instead of seri-
ously addressing women’s 
rights, the issue was used as 
an electoral tool. As a result, 
the plan to implement reserva-
tion starting from the 2029 Lok 
Sabha elections has failed.

“Basava Samithi to launch Vachanas in seven 
foreign languages on Basava Jayanthi Day”

Bengaluru : The most 
notable highlight of this 
year’s Basava Jayanthi 
– being celebrated on 
Monday, 20th April – is 
the launch of Vachanas 
in seven foreign lan-
guages. The seven for-
eign languages in which 
the Vachanas are being 
launched are Chinese, 
German, Japanese, 
French, Spanish, Nepali 
and English.  

The Basava Samithi 
press release stated that 
with the launch of 
Vachanas in the above 
mentioned seven for-
eign languages, the 
number of foreign lan-

guages in which the 
Vachanas has been 
launched will rise to 
ten. In all, the Vachanas 

has been trans-
lated and 
launched in as 
many as 37 lan-
guages (27 
Indian languag-
es and 10 for-
eign languag-
es). 

The Basava 
Samithi will 
also give 
awards to three 
eminent per-
s o n a l i t i e s . 
While “Jnana 
Dasoha Ratna” 

award will be given to 
noted social worker and 
Nadoja Dr Wooday P 
Krishna, the Life Time 

Achievement Award 
will be given to Dr 
Vilasavathi S Khuba, 
President of Kalaburgi 
Basava Samithi. The 
third award in the 
name of Attavara Beedu 
Sri Deva Alwa will be 
given to Somashetty, 
well-known artist, from 
Bidar.   Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
D. K. Shivakumar are 
scheduled to inaugu-
rate Basava Jayanthi 
celebrations by gar-
landing the statue of 
Lord Basaveshwara at 
Basaveshwara Circle at 
9.30 AM and then par-

ticipate in a series of 
programmes at 
“Anubhava Mantapa” 
auditorium at Basava 
Samithi.  The chief 
guests of the pro-
gramme are K. H. 
Muniyappa, Minister 
for Food and Civil 
Supplies and Ramalinga 
Reddy, Minister for 
Transport and Muzrai. 
Rajendra Cholan, IAS, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
Bengaluru Central 
Nagara Palike will 
grace the occasion. 
Aravind Jatti, 
President, Basava 
Samithi will preside 
over the celebrations. 

Bengaluru: A video 
conference meeting was 
held to review the prog-
ress of works being car-
ried out under 
Census–2027 by the 
Bengaluru North City 
Corporation, as per the 
d i r e c t i o n s  o f 
Commissioner Shri 
Pommala Sunil Kumar. 
The meeting was chaired 
by Smt. Pallavi, 
A d d i t i o n a l 
Commissioner (Revenue 
– In-charge).

During the meeting, a 
comprehensive review of 
the progress of census 
activities in each charge 
was undertaken. Officials 

presented updates on 
house mapping, number-
ing, and field mapping, 
and were directed to com-
plete these tasks within 
the stipulated timeline.

The functioning of the 
mobile application used 
for census operations 
was also reviewed. Issues 
related to the app were 
discussed, and instruc-
tions were issued to 
resolve them at the earli-
est.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Additional 
Commissioner instruct-
ed all officials to carry 
out their duties respon-
sibly and to work in 

coordination with one 
another. Necessary 
directions were issued 
to ensure that census 
operations are conduct-
ed smoothly without 
any disruptions.

It was also informed 
that such review meet-
ings will be conducted 
daily at 5:00 PM, and all 
concerned officials must 
attend without fail.

The meeting was 
attended by Deputy 
Commissioners of Zones 
1 and 2, Revenue Officers, 
Assistant Revenue 
Officers, Charge Officers, 
and Additional Charge 
Officers.

Video Conference Meeting on 
Review of Census–2027 Progress

New Delhi : Union 
Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy has 
alleged that the political 
expediency of the DMK 
has come at the cost of the 
larger interests of south-
ern states. Addressing a 
press conference at his 
official residence in New 
Delhi, he stated that the 
DMK, after initially 
expressing support for 
key Constitutional 
Amendment Bills, subse-
quently reversed its posi-
tion, thereby depriving 
southern states of a sig-
nificant and beneficial 
opportunity.

He further remarked 
that both the DMK and 
the Congress have been 

creating unwarranted 
confusion and apprehen-
sion among the public on 
the issue. Referring to a 
recent meeting convened 
by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, he noted that 
leaders of the DMK were 
adequately briefed on the 
Women’s Reservation 
Bill and delimitation pro-
posals, and that there had 
been no immediate oppo-
sition at the time. He 
pointed out that Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister Shri 
M.K. Stalin had even sug-
gested convening a 
Parliamentary session in 
June to pass these Bills, 
which indicated tacit 
approval. However, he 
alleged that the DMK 

later withdrew support 
due to political consider-
ations.

Union Minister 
Kumaraswamy asserted 
that claims of injustice to 
southern states arising 
from these amendments 
are unfounded. On the 
contrary, he argued that 
the DMK’s reversal has 
itself caused disadvantage 
to the region. He ques-
tioned why Chief 
Ministers of Karnataka, 
Telangana, and Andhra 
Pradesh did not raise 
objections if the proposals 
were indeed detrimental, 
noting that N. 
Chandrababu Naidu had, 
in fact, extended open sup-
port.Highlighting the 

Centre’s approach, he 
explained that the propos-
als aimed to ensure equi-
table representation by 
increasing Lok Sabha 
seats across all states by 
approximately 50%, there-
by safeguarding the inter-
ests of states that have per-
formed well in population 
control and policy imple-
mentation. He stated that 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah had presented 
these details comprehen-
sively in Parliament, leav-
ing no scope for ambigui-
ty. Despite this, he alleged 
that the Congress, driven 
by political motives, mis-
led its allies and the public, 
thereby derailing a signifi-
cant reform.

DMK’s Political Expediency Sacrifices 
Southern Interests: H.D. Kumaraswamy 

Shivakumar calls amendment 
defeat a win for INDIA alliance

Bengaluru: Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar 
termed the defeat of the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Amendment Bill in the 
Lok Sabha as a setback for 
the BJP-led Centre and a 
victory for the INDIA alli-
ance.

Speaking to reporters, he 
said the bill was introduced 
in haste without consulting 
Opposition parties, calling 
it against democratic prin-
ciples. Shivakumar credit-
ed leaders like Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi, 
along with southern Chief 
Ministers, for opposing the 
move.He alleged that the 
BJP brought the bill despite 
knowing it would fail and 
accused it of being “anti-
women.” He emphasized 

that the Women’s 
Reservation Bill belongs to 
the nation, not any single 
party.Shivakumar also 
raised concerns over delim-
itation, stating that reduc-
ing constituencies in South 
India while increasing 
them in the North is unac-
ceptable. He stressed that 
any Constitutional amend-
ment should be discussed 
widely before being intro-
duced.

Hosur : AICC President 
Mallikarjun Kharge stated 
that, The Congress–DMK 
alliance, along with other 
opposition parties, stood 
united and defeated the 
BJP’s mischievous and 
dangerous attempt to alter 
the democratic balance 
through delimitation, that 
victory was not just politi-
cal—it was moral. It was a 
triumph of justice over 
injustice, of truth over 
manipulation.

Speaking at Hosur he 
said that, The BJP wanted 
to punish progressive 
states like Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, and Karnataka—
states that worked hard for 
population control, educa-
tion, and human develop-
ment—by reducing their 
voice in the Lok Sabha. 
They wanted to weaken 
your representation, dilute 

your rights, and silence 
your voice. But we did not 
allow that to happen. We 
fought tooth and nail. And 
Tamil Nadu stood at the 
forefront of that fight.

While the Congress led 
the movement at the 
national level, it was the 
people of Tamil Nadu, 
under the leadership of 
Thiru Stalin and the DMK, 
who created awareness, 
who mobilised opinion, 
and who ensured that this 
conspiracy was exposed 
before the nation.

Historic victory over delimitation: Kharge

Bengaluru : Energy Minister 
K.J. George today stated that 
along with policy and regula-
tion, coordinated and organised 
efforts are essential for achiev-
ing energy transition. Delivering 
the valedictory address, the sec-
ond day of the international con-
ference titled “Sustainable 
Energy, India Agenda 2047 – 
New Thinking on Law, Policy 
and Innovation for Energy 
Security,” jointly organised in 
Bengaluru by the 
Commonwealth Legal Education 
Association and the Energy 
Department, he said that the 
shift from conventional to 
renewable energy sources must 
move beyond ambition and be 
implemented through struc-
tured action.“This conference 
has provided a platform for 
meaningful discussions among 
the judiciary, policymakers, 

regulators and industry. The 
resolutions emerging from this 
conference will play a key role in 
shaping a sustainable energy 
future,” he said.

“The guidance of Hon’ble 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah played a 
significant role in bringing 
together key stakeholders from 
the judiciary and the energy sec-

tor. Special thanks to Karnataka 
High Court Chief Justice Vibhu 
Bakhru and CLEA President 
Prof. Dr. S. Shivakumar. The con-
tributions of distinguished 
jurists, policymakers, industry 
leaders and academic experts 
from India and abroad have been 
invaluable,” Energy Minister KJ 
George said.  “Karnataka will 
continue its leadership by 
expanding renewable energy, 

strengthening storage systems, 
and enhancing infrastructure. 
We will work collaboratively to 
support innovation in the renew-
able energy sector and achieve a 
sustainable future. Our govern-
ment remains committed to pro-
viding affordable and quality 
electricity to all,” Energy 
Minister KJ George Added.
Supreme Court Justice Vikram 
Nath; Minister for Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs H.K. Patil; 
Additional Chief Secretary of the 
Energy Department Gaurav 
Gupta; KPTCL Managing 
Director Dr. Ram Prasath 
Manohar; BESCOM Managing 
Director Dr. N. Shivashankar; 
and KREDL Managing Director 
K.P. Rudrappaiah, along with 
senior officials, members of the 
judiciary, policymakers, and 
industry leaders, were present at 
the conference.

Coordinated action vital for energy transition: K.J. George BWSSB to turn sewage into Rs.120 crore revenue
: In a revolutionary step 
towards sustainable urban 
water management and the 
circular economy, under the 
visionary guidance and 
leadership of the 
Honourable Deputy Chief 
Minister, the & 𝗦𝗲𝘄𝗲𝗿𝗮𝗴𝗲 𝗕𝗼𝗮𝗿𝗱 
Chairman has issued 
instructions to expand and 
install this cutting-edge 
project wherever bio-digest-
ers are currently present at 
STPs across the city.
Currently, most biogas at 
these STPs is used for in-
situ power generation, 
while one facility simply 
flares the gas. The project 
proposes to upgrade this 
raw biogas into 𝗖𝗕𝗚  meeting 
national standards for injec-
tion into the 𝗖or use as a 

clean transport fuel. By 
shifting from electricity off-
setting to revenue-generat-
ing biogas conversion, 
about is the estimated addi-
tional revenue potential for. 
Executed under a robust 
model, the private conces-
sionaire will bear the entire 
capital expenditure along 
with all operational and 
maintenance costs, ensur-
ing absolute zero financial 
risk for𝗦𝗕.  The board will 
provide approximately 𝟭𝟯,𝟬𝟬𝟬 𝘀𝗾. 
𝗺 of land within STP premis-
es for project operations, 
without the creation or 
transfer of any land owner-
ship.Beyond financial gains, 
this initiative acts as a mas-
sive boost to the energy 
security of Bengaluru. 

While India currently 
remains largely energy-
dependent, converting 
waste gas across the coun-
try without any government 
expenditure can generate 
substantial wealth and pave 
the way for national energy 
independence. This 
Bengaluru initiative is per-
fectly positioned to become 
a for other Indian cities to 
replicate.Highlighting this 
extraordinary financial and 
environmental triumph, 𝗕𝗪𝗦𝗦𝗕 
Chairman. 𝗥stated, "Under 
the continued guidance and 
leadership of the 
Honourable Deputy Chief 
Minister, we are literally 
turning waste into a mas-
sive source of wealth. 
Processing 𝟱𝟱𝟬 𝗠𝗟𝗗   of sewerage 

water makes this the biggest 
and most ambitious project 
of its kind in India. This 
brilliantly structured 𝗣𝗣𝗣 
model allows us to generate 
over in fresh revenue with-
out investing a single rupee 
in capital or operations. It is 
a monumental win that dra-
matically boosts our financial 
health, enhances our city's 
energy security, and sets a 
powerful national model for 
India's journey toward ener-
gy ndependence."Paving the 
way for this historic initia-
tive, the State Cabinet recent-
ly granted formal approval 
for the biogas purification 
and compression project, offi-
cially authorizing 𝗕𝗪𝗦𝗦𝗕 to pro-
ceed with this 𝟮𝟬-𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿  conces-
sion agreement.
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NAMAKKAL: Charging 
the DMK government for 
opposing the women reserva-
tion amendment bill, 
AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami on 
Sunday said that each and 
every woman would not for-
give the ruling party. 
Addressing a poll rally in 
Tiruchengode constituency, 
he asked, “What exactly did 
the central government pro-
pose? It was a bill granting 33 
per cent reservation for 
women, yet, the DMK defeat-
ed this bill. It was the 
Congress and the DMK that 
obstructed the rights of the 
women they were poised to 
receive.”

Claiming that the 
AIADMK genuinely desires 
reservation for women, the 
former CM said the parties 
aligned with the DMK lack 
commitment to the cause.

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi held consultations with 
us, and we gave our assent, 
following which he intro-
duced the bill.

“However, the DMK along 
with its alliance partners 
voted against it and ensured 
its defeat. Will the women of 
this state ever forgive them?” 
he asked. On delimitation 
bill, Palaniswami said the 
DMK opposed it despite the 
Centre’s assurances that TN 
would not be affected. 
Targeting Chief Minister M 
K Stalin, he said concerns 
were raised that population-
based delimitation would 
reduce the state’s represen-
tation.According to him, the 
Centre had clarified that 
TN’s share would not decline 
and could, infact, rise from 
7.18 percent to 7.23 per cent 
with the number of seats pro-
posed to increase from 39 to 
59. “The Centre’s stance was 
entirely favourable to Tamil 
Nadu,” he said. Alleging that 

Stalin had let down the peo-
ple of this nation, he said, 
“you (Stalin) have shattered 
the dreams of the public and 
specifically, the dreams of 
women”.

“Teach a fitting lesson to 
the DMK-Congress alliance, 
which obstructed the provi-
sion of 33% reservation for 
women in both Parliament 
and the State Assemblies,” 
he told the gathering.

Regarding the law and 
order situation in the state, 
Palaniswami alleged a rise 
in crime, citing figures 
attributed by Minister of 
Social Welfare.

He claimed that 24,000 
cases of sexual offenses were 
registered during the DMK 
regime and of these, 18,000 
involved minor girls and 
6,999 were cases registered 
under the POCSO Act.

“Criminals have no fear of 
the police, because members 
of the DMK stand as their 
accomplices. Just as reports 
regarding gold prices used to 
dominate the news in the 
past, today they are filled 
with reports of murders, sex-
ual crimes, and drug-related 
offenses,” he added.Listing 
out AIADMK election mani-
festo, Palaniswami said if his 
party comes to power the 
rice, which is supplied 
through ration shops, will be 
on par with one available in 
the provision stores. “We 
will also increase the pen-
sion for weavers from Rs 
1,000 to Rs 2,500 per month,” 
he assured and said.

Women won’t forgive DMK 
over reservation bill: 

AIADMK chief Palaniswami

Vijay likely to accept divorce as settlement 
talks continue ahead of court hearing

C H E N N A I : 
Speculation around a 
possible mutual split 
between actor and 
Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) 
chief Vijay and his 
wife Sangeetha has 
intensified, with 
reports suggesting 
that a divorce petition 
has been filed and is 
likely to come up for 
hearing soon.

Amid this, sources 
indicate that Vijay is 
considering granting 
a divorce, with dis-
cussions said to have 
taken place between 
legal representatives 
from both sides in 
Chennai recently. It 
is also reported that 
the talks were held in 
the presence of a close 

family astrologer who 
had travelled from 
Mumbai.According to 
a Maalaimalar report, 
Sangeetha has sought 
a substantial finan-
cial settlement, alleg-
edly asking that it be 

based on the asset 
details declared by 
Vijay in his election 
affidavit. She is also 
said to have request-
ed that provisions be 
made not only for her-
self but also for their 

children.
Sources further sug-

gest that Vijay may 
have agreed to pro-
vide a settlement 
amount for Sangeetha 
and has expressed will-
ingness to take respon-
sibility for the care of 
their son and daughter. 
However, there has 
been no official confir-
mation from either 
party regarding these 
claims. 🔗 With the case 
expected to be taken up 
for hearing soon, the 
reported negotiations 
have drawn significant 
attention.Vijay and 
Sangeetha were mar-
ried in 1999. The couple 
have two children a 
son, Jason Sanjay, and 
a daughter, Divya 
Saasha.

Serious criminal cases 
among TN assembly 

candidates rise to 10%

CHENNAI: The 
number of candi-
dates with serious 
criminal charges in 
the upcoming 
Tamil Nadu 
Assembly elections 
has increased to 
404—representing 
10% of all contes-
tants, up from 6% 
in 2021. This is 
according to a joint 
report by the 
Association for 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Reforms (ADR) and 
Tamil Nadu 
Election Watch.

The analysis 
reviewed affidavits 
from 3,992 out of 
4,023 candidates, 
noting that 31 affi-
davits were 
unavailable on the 
E l e c t i o n 
Commission web-
site. Overall, 722 
candidates (18%) 
have declared crim-
inal cases of any 
kind. Among major 
parties, the 
AIADMK has the 
highest proportion 
of candidates facing 
serious charges at 

35%, followed by 
the PMK (33%), BJP 
(27%), TVK (19%), 
and DMK (18%).

The report also 
reveals that 18% of 
candidates face 
charges related to 
crimes against 
w o m e n . 
Additionally, 13 
candidates have 
been charged with 
murder, and 44 with 
attempt to murder.

Candidate wealth 
has also surged. 
Nearly 981 candi-
dates (25%) are mil-
lionaires, compared 
to 18% in 2021. The 
average asset value 
has jumped sharply 
from Rs.1.72 crore 
to Rs 5.17 crore. The 
ADR has called for 
stricter electoral 
reforms, including 
disqualifying can-
didates with seri-
ous criminal 
records and ensur-
ing greater trans-
parency. It warned 
that the rising trend 
could undermine 
democratic values 
in the long run.

How Climate Change Is 
Supercharging Wildfire Risks

Scientists examined mul-
tiple fire danger indices 
for the contiguous U.S. 

to assess the impact of cli-
mate change on future wild-
fire risk and seasonality.
Wildfires are some of the 
most destructive natural 
disasters in the country, 
threatening lives, destroying 
homes and infrastructure, 
and creating air pollution. In 
order to properly forecast 
and manage wildfires, man-
agers need to understand 
wildfire risk and allocate 
resources accordingly. A 
new study contributes scien-
tific expertise to this effort.

Assessing Future Fire 

Risks
In the study, published in 

the November issue of the 
journal Earth’s Future, 
researchers from the Desert 
Research Institute (DRI), 
Argonne National 
Laboratory, and the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, teamed up to assess 
future fire risk. They looked 
at the four fire danger indi-
ces used across North 
America to predict and man-
age the risk of wildfire to see 
how the risk correlated with 
observed wildfire size 
between 1984 and 2019. Then, 
they examined how wildfire 
risk changed under the pro-

jected future climate, finding 
that both fire potential and a 
longer wildfire season are 
likely under climate change.
Comprehensive Risk 
Evaluation
“We use several of these fire 
danger indices to evaluate 
fire risk in the contiguous 
U.S.,” said Guo Yu, Ph.D., 
assistant research professor 
at DRI and lead author of the 
study. “But previous studies 
have only looked at how cli-
mate change will alter wild-
fire risk using one of them, 
and only a few studies have 
looked at how fire risk has 
translated to the size or char-
acteristics of actual wild-

fires. We wanted to rigor-
ously assess both in this 
paper.”

Fire danger indices use 
information about weather 
conditions and fuel mois-
ture, or how dry vegetation 
is on the ground. The most 
common fire danger indices 
used in North America are 
the USGS Fire Potential 
Index, the Canadian Forest 
Fire Weather Index, and the 
Energy Release Component 
and Burning Indices from 
the National Fire Danger 
Rating System.
Correlation and 
Climate Projections

First, the scientists used 

satellite remote sensing data 
from 1984-2019 to see how 
potential fire risk correlated 
with ultimate wildfire size 
for more than 13,000 wild-
fires, excluding controlled 
burns. 

They found that when 
wildfire risk was higher, 
wildfire size tended to be 
larger, and this relationship 
was stronger over larger 
areas.By plugging the fire 
danger indices into future 
climate projections, the 
study found that extreme 
wildfire risk will increase by 
an average of 10 days across 
the continental U.S. by the 
end of the century, driven 
largely by increased temper-
atures. Certain regions, like 
the southern Great Plains 
(including Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Texas) are projected to have 
more than 40 additional days 
per year of extreme wildfire 
danger. A few small regions 
are projected to see a 
decrease in their annual 
wildfire risk season due to 
higher rainfall and humidi-
ty, including the Pacific 
Northwest coast and the mid-
Atlantic coast.
Regional Variations 
and Seasonal Shifts

In the Southwest, the 
extreme wildfire season is 
projected to increase by 
more than 20 days per year, 
most of which will occur in 
the spring and summer 
months. Longer fire seasons 
extending into the winter 
months.are also projected, 
particularly for the Texas-
Louisiana coastal 
plain.“Under a warmer 
future climate, we can see 
that the fire danger will even 
be higher in the winter,” Yu 
said. “This surprised me, 
because it feels counterintui-
tive, but climate change will 
alter the landscape in so 
many ways.”

 A Winter Wonderland 
in Leavenworth

T
he name “icicle” frequently shows up in and 
around the Bavarian-inspired town of Leavenworth 
in Washington state. Winter-like names are abun-
dant in and around Leavenworth, a Bavarian-

inspired town in central Washington state. Icicle Creek 
and Icicle Ridge lie south of the town, which itself grew 
from a settlement known as Icicle Flats. The creek, ridge, 
and town of Leavenworth are visible in this image, 
acquired by Landsat 8’s OLI (Operational Land Imager) on 
October 28, 2023. Snow already capped the ridge and near-
by peaks, while green vegetation remained visible at lower 
elevations in the valley. By December, additional snowfall 
transformed Leavenworth’s landscape. On average, the 
town can see more than an inch of snow per day during the 
winter months. The blanket of white forms a wintery back-
drop for the town’s “village of lights” and other holiday 
festivities ongoing through most of December.The image 
also shows several of the icicle-named features. Icicle 
Creek begins as an outlet of Josephine Lake (northwest of 
this image), just east of the crest of the North Cascades. 
From there, it flows south-southeast through a narrow 
glacier-carved valley, bordered to the north by Icicle 
Ridge. It then turns northward and meanders across the 
widening valley floor as it nears Leavenworth and the 
Wenatchee River. Piles of boulders and mounded debris 
created during the last ice age dot the valley. These 
“moraines” are evidence of Icicle Glacier, which scoured 
the ground here more than 15,000 years ago.

Icicle, however, is a relatively recent naming conven-
tion unrelated to the spears of frozen water associated 
with winter. According to a 1943 study of place names in 
the U.S. Northwest, Icicle Creek was a misinterpretation of 
the similar-sounding Indigenous American word 
“nasikelt,” meaning narrow-bottom canyon or gorge. Icicle 
began showing up on U.S. Geological Survey maps in the 
early 1900s.

The confluence of the creek and the Wenatchee River 
provided fertile hunting and fishing grounds for 
Indigenous peoples for centuries. Non-native settlers 
arrived during the gold rush of the 1860s, fueling the 
development of Icicle Flats, a small community just south 
of the Wenatchee River. After the Great Northern Railway 
was built in 1892, Leavenworth was established on the 
river’s north side and grew as a sawmill and lumber hub 
until the train was rerouted in 1929. The town launched a 
revitalization effort centered on a Bavarian theme in the 
1960s to encourage tourism.

Central Railway announces weekly special train 
from Mumbai to Thoothukudi via Madurai

The train will halt at several key stations including Dadar, Thane, Kalyan, Lonavala, Pune, Daund, Kurduwadi, Solapur, 
Kalaburagi, Wadi, Yadgir, Krishna, Raichur, Mantralayam Road, Guntakal, Anantapur, Dharmavaram, Yelahanka, 
Krishnarajapuram, Bangarapet, Salem, Namakkal, Karur, Dindigul, Kodai Road, Madurai, Virudhunagar, Sattur, 
Kovilpatti and Thoothukudi Melur (2nd Gate).

CHENNAI: To improve 
connectivity for passengers 
from southern districts, 
Central Railway has 
announced a weekly special 
train service between 
Mumbai and Thoothukudi 
via Bengaluru and Madurai, 
starting April 21.

Train No. 01005 will depart 
from Mumbai every Tuesday 
at 12.30 am from April 21 to 
June 2. It will reach Madurai 
at 7.55 am the next day and 
arrive in Thoothukudi at 11.30 am.

In the return direction, Train 
No. 01006 will leave Thoothukudi 
every Wednesday at 3.30 pm from 
April 22 to June 3. It will reach 

Madurai at 5.50 pm and arrive at 
Mumbai CSMT at 6 am on Friday.

The train will halt at several key 
stations including Dadar, Thane, 
Kalyan, Lonavala, Pune, Daund, 
Kurduwadi, Solapur, Kalaburagi, 

Wadi, Yadgir, Krishna, 
Raichur, Mantralayam 
Road, Guntakal, 
A n a n t a p u r , 
D h a r m a v a r a m , 
Y e l a h a n k a , 
Krishnarajapuram, 
Bangarapet, Salem, 
Namakkal, Karur, 
Dindigul, Kodai Road, 
M a d u r a i , 
Virudhunagar, Sattur, 
Kovilpatti and 
Thoothukudi Melur 

(2nd Gate).
The train composition includes 

one AC 2-tier coach, six AC 3-tier 
coaches, nine sleeper class coach-
es and four general compartments.
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A wave of labour unrest has
swept through the industrial
belts of Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, with thousands of
workers, many of them
migrants, walking off facto-
ry floors to demand a mini-
mum wage of Rs 20,000 a
month, as soaring living
costs – driven in part by the
Iran war – push the costs to a
breaking point. The
protests, which began in
early April at Honda
Motorcycle and Scooter
India’s plant in Manesar‘s
Industrial Model Township
in Haryana, quickly spread
to Noida, Faridabad and
Sonipat, drawing workers
from garment units, auto
ancillary firms and export-
oriented factories.
According to a ground
report by The Hindu, over

350 people, including
women, have been arrested,
while key trade union lead-
ers have been placed under
house arrest. At the centre of
the discontent is a 600 per
cent spike in open-market
cooking gas prices, a direct
fallout of the West Asia con-
flict. Workers told The
Hindu that a kilogram of
cooking gas, once available
at Rs 100, now costs between
Rs 600 and Rs 700. Combined
with room rents of Rs 3,000
to Rs 4,000 a month and
wages that don’t increase,
casual workers earning
around Rs 10,000 monthly
say they can’t save a penny.
Honda’s casual workers, or
contract workers, whose
wages had remained
unchanged for over a decade
despite regular employees

securing a “decent hike,”
were among the first to snap.
The anger soon became a
rallying point for workers
across several sectors. Both
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
announced wage hikes
under pressure. While
Haryana revised its mini-
mum wage upward by 10 per
cent for unskilled and semi-
skilled workers, UP, whose
last revision was in 2024,
revised the floor to Rs 13,600
for Noida after protests
intensified. Workers and
union leaders rejected these
as inadequate, maintaining
their demand of Rs 20,000.
The protests have not been
without violence. Workers
and their representatives
allege unprovoked baton
charges by police, including
against women. 

600 PC GAS PRICE SPIKE DUE TO
IRAN WAR LIT FUSE FOR WORKER

STRIKES AROUND DELHI

When Seen Aromi's memoir
documenting the joys of sin-
glehood hit the shelves in
early 2024, it became an
instant bestseller. Women
young and old, single or
married, those with chil-
dren and without seemed to
relish So What if I Love My
Single Life!, drawing "sec-
ond-hand satisfaction" from
Seen's confident retorts to
unsolicited advice, or find-
ing in it the freedom to be
"unapologetically single".
But soon her success
encountered a deluge of crit-
icism and hate online, large-
ly from men. They told her
she would die lonely, called
her selfish, and accused her
of "betraying her country".
Embracing female inde-
pendence and challenging
patriarchy has become
increasingly dicey in South
Korea, where young men
have driven a huge backlash
against feminism.
Discrimination, harass-
ment and sexual violence
against women remain
huge challenges, but femi-
nism has become such a
polarised term here it is

often levelled as a grave
charge, inviting witch-
hunts online and censure
offline. Now women are
carving out a space to share
their stories in what is shap-
ing up to be a quiet revolu-
tion in the country's literary
scene. This year women
swept the country's most
prestigious literary prize -
the Yi Sang Awards - win-
ning in all six categories for
the first time. Book talks,
and reading and writing
rooms called guelbang, have
sprung up, offering time and
space for women to gather
and - crucially, they empha-
sise - grow as a community.
Han Kang's historic Nobel
Prize win in 2024 aside,

women's voices haven't
always been that prominent
in Korean writing.
However, the country's
MeToo movement in 2016
"encouraged ordinary
women to speak up", says
Eunyu, an author who
launched her writing room
in 2011. She prefers using
her pen name. Even as the
revolt against anything
deemed feminist grew, more
women began to teach writ-
ing classes or hold reading
sessions, making these
spaces more accessible for
other women. "Many of the
women who joined as atten-
dees have gone on to become
writers in their own right,"
Eunyu adds. 

The South Korean authors rising above
a tide of hate to become bestsellers

New Delhi: The Union
Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
on Saturday, April 18,
approved a 2 per cent
increase in Dearness
Allowance (DA) for central
government employees
effective from January 1,
2026, providing an increase
in their take-home pay. The
Cabinet okayed to release
an additional instalment of
DA to central government
employees and Dearness
Relief (DR) to pensioners,
representing an increase of
2 per cent over the existing
rate of 58 per cent of the
basic pay/pension, to com-
pensate for the price rise.
“The combined impact on
the exchequer on account of
an increase in both
Dearness Allowance and
Dearness Relief would be Rs
6,791.24 crore per annum.
This will benefit about 50.46
lakh Central Government
employees and 68.27 lakh
pensioners,” said an official
statement. This increase is
in accordance with the
accepted formula, which is
based on the recommenda-
tions of the 7th Central Pay

Commission. The decision
offers a boost to salaries
even as broader demands
for pay restructuring gath-
er momentum under the
proposed 8th Pay
Commission. Meanwhile,
in a memorandum submit-
ted to the government, the
National Council–Joint
Consultative Machinery
(NC-JCM) has pitched for a
significantly higher fitment
factor of 3.83. If accepted,
the proposal could sharply
raise the minimum basic
pay from Rs 18,000 to

around Rs 69,000, marking a
substantial revision in the
overall pay structure. The
NC-JCM has proposed a
steep uplift for minimum
pay of central government
employees in its common
memorandum to the 8th
Pay Commission, one
month’s wages as gratuity
and other benefits. Fitment
factor is a multiplier that is
used to revise salaries,
based on factors such as
cost of living and inflation
and is then applied to exist-
ing basic pay to calculate

new pay in a pay commis-
sion. NC-JCM also pro-
posed a 6 per cent annual
increment, two increments
on promotion, subject to a
minimum benefit of Rs
10,000, etc. The changes
adopted by the new Pay
Commission would affect
over 50 lakh central
employees and nearly 65
lakh pensioners. The
Cabinet okayed to release
an additional instalment of
DA to central government
employees and Dearness
Relief (DR) to pensioners.

2 pc Dearness Allowance hike for
central govt employees approved

New Delhi: India’s cooking
gas LPG consumption fell by
a steep 13 per cent in March
as supply disruptions linked
to the West Asia conflict hit
availability for both house-
hold kitchens and commer-
cial users, according to the
latest official data. Liquefied
Petroleum Gas consumption
was at 2.379 million tonnes
in March, 12.8 per cent lower
than 2.729 million tonnes
consumed in the same peri-
od last year.
India imports about 60 per
cent of its LPG require-
ments, much of it via the
Strait of Hormuz, which was
effectively shut following
US and Israeli strikes on
Iran and Tehran’s retalia-
tion. With supplies from
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates disrupted,
the government has cut LPG
supplies to commercial
establishments like hotels
and industries to safeguard
household cooking gas
availability. According to
the Oil Ministry’s
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC), LPG
cylinders sold to domestic
households fell 8.1 per cent
in March to 2.219 million
tonnes, while those sold to
non-domestic users were
down almost 48 per cent.

Bulk LPG sales were down
by a massive 75.5 per cent.
The PPAC data showed
lower consumption when
compared to government
claims of LPG supplies
being normal and all
demand from domestic
users being met. To offset
the shortfall, the govern-
ment directed refineries to
divert feedstock from petro-
chemical production to
boost LPG output. This led
to domestic LPG production
rising to 1.4 million tonnes
in March from 1.1 million
tonnes a year ago, according

to data from PPAC.
This push led to LPG pro-

duction in the full 2025-26 fis-
cal (April 2025 to March
2026) rising to 13.1 million
tonnes from 12.8 million
tonnes output in the previ-
ous two financial years.
Despite March being an
exception, LPG consump-
tion in the fiscal year ending
March 2026 was 6 per cent
up to 33.212 million tonnes.
LPG consumption has
grown at a steady pace in
recent years, driven by gov-
ernment efforts to replace
firewood and other pollut-

ing fuels with cleaner alter-
natives. With the war lead-
ing to airspace closures in
many Gulf countries and
flight suspensions, jet fuel or
ATF consumption was
almost flat at 807,000 tonnes
in March, compared with
801,000 tonnes a year ago.
Other than the two war-
impacted fuels, petrol and
diesel sales posted a hand-
some rise in demand. Petrol
sales were up 7.6 per cent to
3.78 million tonnes while
diesel consumption rose 8.1
per cent to 8.727 million
tonnes. For the full fiscal,

ATF sales were up 2 per cent
to 9.161 million tonnes while
petrol consumption rose 6.5
per cent to 42.586 million
tonnes. Diesel consumption
was higher by 3.6 per cent to
94.705 million tonnes.
Industrial fuels naphtha and
fuel oil posted a loss of 9.9
per cent and 1.4 per cent,
respectively, while bitumen
used for road making saw a
3 per cent rise in consump-
tion to 8.84 million tonnes in
2025-26. According to the Oil
Ministry's Petroleum
Planning and Analysis Cell,
LPG cylinder sold to domes-
tic households fell 8.1 per
cent in March.

India LPG consumption slides
13 pc amid West Asia conflict

In a significant, if short-
lived, shift in India’s ener-
gy trade posture, Indian
refiners have been settling
payments for Iranian
crude oil in Chinese yuan,
routed through ICICI
Bank’s Shanghai branch.
The details were reported
exclusively by Reuters, cit-
ing four sources familiar
with the matter. The pur-
chases were made possible
by a 30-day waiver on
American sanctions that
Washington granted to
ease oil prices driven up by
the US-Israeli war on Iran.
That exemption is now
lapsing, which US
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent has confirmed will
not be renewed. The waiv-
er on Iranian oil expiring
this Sunday, April 19.
Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), the country’s largest
refiner, bought 2 million
barrels of Iranian crude,
its first such purchase in
seven years, carried
aboard the tanker “Jaya.”
The cargo was valued at
roughly USD 200 million,
Reuters reported.
Separately, privately-run
Reliance Industries was

permitted to berth four
vessels carrying Iranian
oil, of which at least one,
the MT Felicity, has dis-
charged its cargo. Both
companies settled these
trades through ICICI Bank,
which routed funds in

yuan via its Shanghai
branch into seller
accounts. The identity of
the sellers could not be
established. The payment
structure itself drew
notice. IOC reportedly paid
around 95 per cent of the

cargo’s value against the
supplier’s notice of readi-
ness, meaning that once
the loaded tanker had
entered Indian waters, the
payment is made rather
than upon actual delivery
or discharge, which is the
more common practice for
oil sourced from sanc-
tioned countries. One
source described the
arrangement as unusual.
India has not purchased
Iranian oil since 2019,
when Washington’s sanc-
tions pressure effectively
shut Tehran out of Indian
markets. In the interven-
ing years, Chinese inde-
pendent refiners – collo-
quially known as “teapots”
– emerged as the dominant
buyers of Iranian crude.
Indian refiners, mean-
while, pivoted sharply
toward Russian oil follow-
ing the West’s sweeping
sanctions on Moscow after
the 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, and have on occa-
sion also used the yuan to
settle those purchases. IOC
does not plan to make fur-
ther Iranian oil purchases,
according to one of the
sources cited by Reuters.

Indian refiners settle Iran oil payments
in Chinese yuan through ICICI Bank

Silver and gold are expected
to witness a decisive week
ahead as escalating ten-
sions in West Asia and a
slate of macroeconomic
data are likely to determine
whether the rally extends or
undergoes a correction,
analysts said. Traders will
closely monitor crude
prices and key US macro-
economic data including
retails sales, housing num-
bers, and consumer senti-
ments. Provisional manu-
facturing and services PMI
numbers from major
economies such as the UK
and the US will also remain
on investors' radar, ana-
lysts added. The geopoliti-
cal outlook turned uncer-
tain after Iran announced
on Friday that it has opened
the waterway for commer-
cial traffic and several com-
mercial vessels tried to
cross it. However, Tehran
later reversed the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz
and reimposed restrictions
following the US decision to
continue its blockade of
Iran's ports. On the domes-

tic front, Ministry of
External Affairs said it had
summoned the Iranian
envoy and lodged a protest
after two Indian-flagged ves-
sels carrying crude oil
reversed course in the
Strait of Hormuz after com-
ing under Iranian military
gunfire. For precious met-
als, it's going to be a crucial
week on deciding the con-
tinuation of trend or the
possibility of a correction.
Focus will be on the infla-

tion data from Japan and
the UK, and monetary poli-
cy decision by China,"
Pranav Mer, Vice
President, EBG -
Commodity & Currency
Research, JM Financial
Services Ltd, said. On the
Multi Commodity
Exchange, silver futures
surged Rs 13,868, or 5.7%, to
settle at Rs 2.57 lakh per
kilogram over the past
week, and gold gained Rs
1,957, or 1.3%, to close at Rs

1.54 lakh per 10 grams. Mer
said bullion prices ended
higher for the fourth
straight week, supported by
a weaker dollar and safe-
haven buying amid volatile
global environment. He
added that frequent policy
shifts by US President
Donald Trump regarding
the Iran conflict have led to
sharp swings across finan-
cial markets. Meanwhile,
the ceasefire between the
US and Iran is set to expire

on April 22, which may fur-
ther influence market senti-
ment. Mer noted that
exchange-trade fund
investors have returned to
precious metals over the
past week after record liqui-
dation in March. Silver also
continues to gain support
from improving industrial
metal sentiment, particular-
ly copper, along with fore-
casts of another year of sup-
ply deficit. In the interna-
tional markets, Comex sil-
ver gained $5.36, or 7%, to
close the week at $81.84 per
ounce, and gold rose $92.2,
or 2%, to $4,879.6 per ounce.
Brokerage firm Choice
Broking said gold and silver
held steady around $4,800
and $80 per ounce on Friday
amid improved sentiment
after confirmation the
Strait of Hormuz would
remain open during a 10-
day ceasefire between Israel
and Lebanon. However,
uncertainty persists as the
US naval blockade targeting
Iran remains in place until
a final agreement is
reached, it added. 

Silver, Gold Face Key Test As Middle East
Tensions, US Data Set Tone: Analysts

 India’s cooking gas
LPG consumption fell
by a steep 13 per cent
in March as supply dis-
ruptions linked to the
West Asia conflict hit
availability for both
household kitchens and
commercial users,
according to the latest
official data. 
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Monday evening won't be the
first time that negotiators
from the US and Iran have
met in Pakistan for peace
talks. Just a week ago, US
Vice President JD Vance
announced he was taking his
delegation home from
Islamabad without a deal. As
both sides left empty-handed,
they blamed each other for
the failure. After 21 hours of
discussions, Vance said: "we
just could not get to a situa-
tion where the Iranians
would accept our terms."
Meanwhile Iran's Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, who led his side in
the negotiations, suggested
the US "failed to gain the
trust of the Iranian delega-
tion". Later, a US official said
that the two sides did not
reach an agreement on what
to do with the Iranian
regime's enriched uranium.
Other unresolved issues,
according to the official,
included reopening the Strait
of Hormuz without toll
charges, and securing a com-
mitment from Iran to stop

funding proxy groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas.
Preparations are already
under way in Pakistan after
US President Donald Trump
said Middle East talks would
take place in Islamabad on
Monday night. Here's the
scene in the Pakistani capi-
tal, as we await confirmation
of who will make up the US
delegation for talks with
Iran. Even before President
Trump's social media post,
Islamabad was already start-

ing to lock down. Guests at
the hotel where the talks took
place between the US and
Iranian delegations last
weekend were told they need-
ed to leave. Three universi-
ties have moved their classes
online. Islamabad police
announced that due to the
arrival of foreign delegations
key roads into the city may
be closed with heavy traffic
completely restricted from
entering the city; traffic has
already built up around the

edges of the city. The US pres-
ident has described Iran's
efforts to close the Strait of
Hormuz as "strange" because
the US blockade "has already
closed it". The American
naval blockade hasn't specifi-
cally barred passage of ships
in the strait - so let's break
down what each side has said
about their restrictions. Iran
Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, the coun-
try’s top security body, said
on state TV on Saturday that

Tehran is "determined to
enforce monitoring and con-
trol over transit through the
Strait of Hormuz until the
definitive end of the war and
the establishment of lasting
peace in the region". The
statement says this will be
done by collecting full infor-
mation from vessels passing
through, issuing transit cer-
tificates, and requiring pay-
ment of service fees for "secu-
rity, safety, and environmen-
tal protection services". US
When Trump first
announced the US blockade,
he said it would apply to "any
and all ships trying to enter,
or leave, the Strait of
Hormuz". He also said he had
instructed the navy to "inter-
dict every vessel" in interna-
tional waters that pays a toll
to Iran to pass the strait. But
the US military's description
of how the US blockade was
worded differently - focusing
on blockading Iranian ports,
and not restricting passage
through the strait for others.
It said it would not "impede
freedom of navigation for

vessels transiting the Strait
of Hormuz to and from non-
Iranian ports". Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baghaei has criti-
cised the US blockade of
Iranian ports as a violation of
the ceasefire agreement,
adding it is "unlawful and
criminal". In a post on social
media, Baghaei cites an arti-
cle from the UN Charter and
a UN resolution which he
says prohibit the blockading
a country's ports and coast-
line. Baghaei accuses the US
of committing a war crime by
"deliberately inflicting collec-
tive punishment on the
Iranian population", describ-
ing it as a "crime against
humanity". More from
Donald Trump's social media
post, where he accuses Iran
of a "Violation of our
Ceasefire Agreement" after it
"decided to fire bullets yester-
day in the Strait of Hormuz".
"That wasn’t nice, was it?"
Trump writes, saying the
shots were "aimed at a
French Ship, and a Freighter
from the United Kingdom".

US negotiators to return to Pakistan for talks as
Trump repeats threat to Iran's infrastructure

Australia's most decorated
living soldier, Ben Roberts-
Smith, has publicly denied
all allegations against him
in his first statement after
being charged with five
counts of the war crime of
murder last week. The
Victoria Cross recipient,
released on bail on Friday,
said he was "proud of my
service in Afghanistan", and
would use the charges
against him as an opportuni-
ty to "finally" clear his name.
He said: "I understand this
journey will be difficult. But
I can promise everybody
that I have never run from a
fight in my life." Roberts-
Smith, 47, is accused of
being involved in the deaths
of unarmed Afghan
detainees, either by killing
them or ordering a subordi-
nate to, between 2009 and

2012. A former corporal in
Australia's Special Air
Service (SAS) Regiment,
Roberts-Smith told the
media that "while I would
have preferred these
charges not to be brought, I
will be taking this opportu-
nity to finally clear my
name". He went on: "I'm
proud of my service in
Afghanistan. While I was
there, I always acted within

my values, within my train-
ing and within the rules of
engagement." He described
his arrest as a "sensational"
and "unnecessary spectacle",
and refused to take any ques-
tions from journalists.
Roberts-Smith was arrested
at Sydney airport on 7 April,
and was released from jail on
bail on Friday. The presid-
ing judge noted that his case
was "exceptional" and he

was likely to spend "possibly
years and years" in custody
before it went to trial, if not
granted bail. The criminal
case against Roberts-Smith
follows a 2023 civil defama-
tion case, in which a judge
found – on the balance of
probabilities – there was
"substantial truth" to some
of the murder claims against
him. Brought by Roberts-
Smith against Nine newspa-
pers, which first published
allegations of misconduct in
2018, the high-profile trial
was the first time in history
any court has examined
claims of war crimes by
Australian forces. The for-
mer soldier argued the
alleged killings occurred
legally during combat or did
not happen at all, and last
year lost an appeal against
the Federal Court finding. 

Pope Leo says he was not seek-
ing to debate Donald Trump
when he criticised "tyrants"
for spending billions on wars
in a speech earlier this week.
The pontiff said the remarks,
delivered days after a high-
profile spat with the US presi-
dent, had been written a fort-
night earlier – "well before the
president ever commented on
myself". "And yet as it hap-
pens, it was looked at as if I was
trying to debate, again, the
president, which is not in my
interest at all," he told
reporters aboard a flight to
Angola on Saturday. On
Monday, Trump launched a
scathing attack on the first
American Pope – who has
been a vocal critic of the US-
Israeli military operation in

Iran – as "terrible for foreign
policy". The Pope, who is on a
tour of Africa, said a "certain
narrative that has not been
accurate" had developed, cit-
ing "the political situation cre-
ated" by Trump's comments.
In response to the pontiff's lat-
est remarks, US Vice-
President JD Vance, who con-

verted to Catholicism as an
adult, said he was "grateful to
Pope Leo for saying this".
"While the media narrative
constantly gins up conflict -
and yes, real disagreements
have happened and will hap-
pen - the reality is often much
more complicated," Vance
added. Earlier in the week -

before the Pope's speech refer-
ring to "tyrants" - Vance had
urged the Vatican to "stick to
matters of morality". During
the speech in Cameroon on
Thursday, the Pope had criti-
cised leaders who "turn a blind
eye to the fact that billions of
dollars are spent on killing and
devastation, yet the resources
needed for healing, education
and restoration are nowhere
to be found". "The masters of
war pretend not to know that it
takes only a moment to
destroy, yet often a lifetime is
not enough to rebuild," he said.
The Pope also condemned "an
endless cycle of destabilisation
and death" in a "bloodstained"
region of Cameroon that had
been gripped by insurgency
for nearly a decade.

The remains of at least 50
infants and six adults have
been dumped at a grave-
yard in Trinidad and
Tobago, police say. The
country's police service
(TTPS) said in a statement
that the bodies were found
in the town of Cumuto,
about 40km (25 miles) from
the capital Port of Spain
on Trinidad - one of the
two islands forming the
Caribbean nation. 

A preliminary inves-
tigation showed it may be
a case of an "unlawful dis-
posal of unclaimed
corpses", it added. It is
unclear if the incident is
linked to gang violence in
the country with one of the
highest murder rates in
Latin America and the
Caribbean. The police
statement said five of the
six adults - four men and
two women - had identifi-
cation tags on them. Two
showed signs of having

had post-mortem examina-
tions. The discovery was
"deeply troubling", police
commissioner Allister
Guevarro said. "Any indi-
vidual or institution found
to have violated that duty
will be held fully account-
able," the commissioner
said. A state of emergency
which gives police extend-
ed powers of search and
arrest has been renewed
since being introduced on
2 March. 

The US state depart-
ment has issued several
travel advisories since
then - due to crime as well
as "a heightened risk of
terrorism". 
"Although violent crime
in Trinidad and Tobago
has dropped greatly since
2024 due to security efforts
started during the previ-
ous state of emergencies,
crime remains a challenge
throughout the country,"
the advisory said.

Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
condemned a US decision to
extend the period during
which Russia is allowed to
sell oil despite Western sanc-
tions. The move means
countries can purchase
Russian oil and petroleum
products already loaded on
vessels at sea until 16 May.
The US argues that the waiv-
er is meant to ease the ener-
gy supply crunch sparked by
the US-Israel war with Iran.
But in his remarks on
Sunday, Zelensky said
"every dollar paid for
Russian oil is money for the
war" in Ukraine.
Widespread sanctions have
been in place against Russia
since President Vladimir
Putin launched his full-scale
invasion of its neighbour in
February 2022. The devastat-
ing US and Israel attacks
against Iran have prompted
it to retaliate not only
against Israel and US mili-
tary bases in the Gulf, but
also against energy fatalities
and other civilian sites
across Arab allies of the US
in the region. Additionally,
Iran has virtually shut the
Strait of Hormuz - the narrow
passage where some 20% of
the world's oil and liquefied
natural gas (LNG) is usually
transported through. This
has led to turmoil in energy

markets, with fears that a
world recession may ensue if
it is not reopened soon. The
US move to ease Russian
sanctions on 13 March was
widely condemned by
Zelensky as well as his
European allies. Extending
the waiver on Friday, the US
said it wanted "to ensure oil is
available to those ?who need
it" as negotiations to end the
war "accelerate". The
Ukrainian leader said Russia
had more than 110 tankers
from its "shadow fleet" - ves-
sels with obscured owner-
ship designed to help it
bypass sanctions - with "over
12 million tons" of oil. Their
sale, he added, would bring
$10bn (£7.4bn) to Moscow's
coffers as "a resource that is
directly converted into new
strikes against Ukraine". The
Ukrainian leader did not
explain what those figures
were based on. But he added
that just over the past week,
Russia had launched "over
2,360 attack drones, more
than 1,320 guided aerial
bombs, and nearly 60 mis-
siles of various types at our
cities and communities".
That included the deadliest
attack against Ukraine in
months on 15 April during
which more than 700 drones
and missiles were used in
multiple waves in one night,
killing at least 18 people. 

BODIES OF 50 INFANTS
DUMPED AT TRINIDAD

GRAVEYARD

Zelensky condemns US
extension of Russian

sanctions waiver

Australia's most-decorated soldier vows
to fight war crime charges

POPE SAYS 'TYRANTS' SPEECH WAS
NOT AIMED AT TRUMP

Actor Alec Baldwin could
face a civil trial over a 2021
shooting on the set of the
film Rust, after a judge
ruled a lawsuit could go to
trial. The lawsuit, which
was filed by Serge Svetnoy,
who worked as the lighting
technician on the film,
alleges the Hollywood actor
was negligent leading up to
the shooting. While he was
rehearsing a scene on the
film set in New Mexico,
Baldwin's prop gun fired a
live round, killing cine-
matographer Halyna
Hutchins and injuring
director Joel Souza in 2021.
Baldwin has denied pulling
the trigger, and a criminal
case against him was dis-
missed in 2024. Svetnoy
claims a bullet narrowly
missed him and accuses
Baldwin and the film's pro-

duction company of violat-
ing gun safety protocols.
Los Angeles Superior Court
Judge Maurice Leiter
allowed Svetnoy's claims of
negligence and intentional
infliction of emotional dis-
tress, but threw out a claim
of assault, according to doc-
uments released on Friday.
If no settlement is reached,
a civil trial date has been
provisionally set for 12
October. 

ALEC BALDWIN TO FACE
CIVIL TRIAL OVER RUST

FILM SET SHOOTING

Police in Austria have urged
people to be vigilant after a
sample of HiPP baby food
was found to contain rat poi-
son. Police in the eastern
region of Burgenland said
the poisoned jar of carrot and
potato purée had been
reported by a customer and
that their baby had fortu-
nately not consumed the
food. The jar had apparently
been tampered with, police
said. Authorities believe at
least one more poisoned jar
is in circulation and have
issued guidance on how to
recognise tampered jars.
They have not confirmed
that the cases involve an
alleged extortion attempt.
But the police statement said
the warning had come from
German investigators and
tampered jars had also been

seized in the Czech Republic
and Slovakia. On Saturday,
HiPP recalled its entire
range of jarred purées sold in
Spar supermarkets in
Austria, saying consuming
them may be potentially "life-
threatening". The German-
based company said the
recall of baby food jars at
Spar Austria was "not due to
a product or quality defect on
our part" - and that jars had
left its factory in "perfect con-
dition". "The recall is related
to a criminal act that is being
investigated by the authori-
ties," it said on its website.
"As part of ongoing criminal
investigations, isolated cases
of tampered HiPP baby food
jars have been seized - as pre-
viously reported in Austria,
now also in the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. 

Rat poison found in HiPP baby
food jar in Austria, police say

Construction of the under-
ground and above ground
portions of US President
Donald Trump's White
House ballroom will be
allowed to continue, an
appeals court has ruled.
The US Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia
granted an administrative
stay after the Trump
administration appealed
against US District Judge
Richard Leon's decision to
halt above-ground con-
struction on Thursday.
Construction is now expect-
ed to continue until the next
hearing, which is due to
take place on 5 June. This
week's rulings came after
the appeals court ordered
the judge to reconsider the
national security implica-

tions of halting the work
after he temporarily
blocked all construction of
the ballroom in March. The
ruling marks a victory for
the president in his effort to
redesign the storied
American structure. Leon
said on Thursday that he
thought the project
required congressional
approval, adding that the
administration reclassify-
ing the ballroom plans as
vital for national security
appeared to be an attempted
work around. "National
security is not a blank
cheque to proceed with oth-
erwise unlawful activity,"
he wrote. Following the rul-
ing, Trump took to Truth
Social to accuse the judge of
"attempting to prevent

future Presidents and
World Leaders from having
a safe and secure large scale
Meeting Place". "It's all tied
together as one big, expen-
sive, and very complex

unit, which is vital for
National Security and
Military Operations of the
United States of America!"
he wrote, adding that the
underground complex

would include bomb shel-
ters and medical facilities.
He also said that the ball-
room was "needed now" and
that "no judge can be
allowed to stop" it. The
Justice Department filed an
appeal against Leon's rul-
ing on Thursday, arguing it
"would imperil the presi-
dent and national security
and indefinitely leave a
large hole beside the
Executive Residence". The
BBC has contacted the
White House for comment.
The judge temporarily halt-
ed the construction project
in late March, ruling that
proper procedures were not
followed before it had
begun. That decision came
after the White House was
sued by the National Trust

for Historic Preservation.
The preservation group's
lawsuit, filed last year,
alleges that the White
House broke the law when
it started construction on
the ballroom and bunker
without filing plans with
the National Capital
Planning Commission and
by declining to seek autho-
risation from Congress. The
East Wing of the White
House, constructed in 1902,
was demolished in October
to make way for the multi-
million-dollar ballroom,
which will have capacity
for 1,350 guests. The White
House has said the project
was expected to cost $400m
(£302m) and was being fund-
ed entirely by private
donors.

BUILDING OF TRUMP'S WHITE HOUSE BALLROOM
CAN RESUME IN FULL, APPEALS COURT SAYS
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Shreyas Iyer has emerged as a
top candidate to succeed
Suryakumar Yadav as the
Indian cricket team T20I cap-
tain, according to Times of
India. The report claimed that
the BCCI are looking at
Shreyas as a proper option
and his batting display at No.
4 for Punjab Kings in the IPL
has further boosted his
chances. Shreyas led Delhi
Capitals to the IPL final back
in 2020 and then won the title
with Kolkata Knight Riders in
2024. With Punjab Kings, he
enjoyed a brilliant run of form
in 2025 and even finished run-
ners-up after losing to Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in the
final. Although Suryakumar
guided India to the T20 World
Cup 2026 title, his batting dis-
play has not been good and as
a result, the chatter around
Shreyas has grown over time.
According to the TOI report,
sources said that Iyer is an
obvious replacement for
Suryakumar if the selectors
decide to move on. “Iyer last
played a T20I in 2023. He has
not been part of the current
setup. It's a big call to bring
him back and hand him the
captaincy straightaway,” a
BCCI source told TOI. “The

focus has shifted towards the
2027 ODI World Cup, which
has given selectors breathing
space to plan for a T20I leader-
ship transition.” 
Suryakumar Yadav may
have led India to an impres-
sive T20 World Cup title
defence but given his patchy
batting form, serious ques-
tions remain on whether he
will be in the scheme of
things for the country's Los
Angeles Olympics campaign
in 2028. And in this backdrop,
India's tour of England and

Ireland in June-July will be
crucial for the skipper as
more than his captaincy, his
batting would be under
scrutiny. The tour could
decide whether he will be
given another two years till
the next phase of big events in
2028 which includes the
Olympics and T20 World Cup
in Australia. Suryakumar
still remains the first choice
for head coach Gautam
Gambhir, who is expecting a
contract extension till the 2028
T20 World Cup in Australia. 

Rajasthan Royals young
sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi is already a
household name thanks to
his brilliant performances
in the IPL. The 15-year-old
has not made his India
debut yet but the fanfare
around him has grown over
time and he has already
signed few brand deals. In a
conversation with Cricbuzz,
former New Zealand crick-
eter Simon Doull warned
the youngster about being
vigilant when dealing with
brand endorsements and
said that he needs to be care-
ful about the kind of people
he surrounds himself with.
Doull went on to say that
many management compa-
nies only think about them-
selves and not the client and
warned that if

Sooryavanshi stop perform-
ing in the future, these same
companies will just start
searching for the new sensa-
tion.  "He already is a bit of a
superstar. If things carry on
like this, he will be a super-
star. It is the people you sur-

round yourself with. He will
have every management
company looking for him in
the past 2 years. Trying to
find this deal or that deal.
Management companies
and management people are
there to look after you. Too

many of them think about
looking after themselves.
How much can I make off
this young man. That is the
biggest issue I have with
management companies
worldwide. If you stop per-
forming, they will start
chasing the next bloke. Just
be careful with whom you
surround yourself with,"
Doull said. Renowned com-
mentator Harsha Bhogle
supported Doull and drew a
comparison with Sachin
Tendulkar - someone who
also tasted fame at a very
young age. Bhogle said that
Tendulkar had a strong sup-
port from his family who
made sure that he was not
led astray before adding
that Sooryavanshi will also
need similar support from
his family in the future. 

Shreyas Iyer To Become Next India T20I
Captain? Report Reveals Major Details

Priyansh Arya and Cooper
Connolly forged a 182-run
partnership off 80 balls as
Punjab Kings posted 254
for 7 against Lucknow
Super Giants in their IPL
2026 game in Mullanpur
tonight. Mohammed
Shami dismissed
Prabhsimran Singh on the
third ball to provide LSG
with an early wicket, but
Priyansh and Connolly
completely rattled the
bowling with a sensational
counter-attack. Priyansh
smashed 93 off 37 with the
help of four fours and nine
sixes, while Connolly hit
87 off 46. Earlier, LSG cap-
tain Rishabh Pant won the
toss and opted to bowl.
Marcus Stoinis has been
run out on the final ball.
That puts an end to the
Punjab Kings innings.
PBKS have posted a mam-
moth total of 254 for 7 in 20
overs. Meanwhile, LSG
pacer Prince Yadav has
finished with impressive
figures of 2 for 25.   Prince

Yadav has dismissed
Shashank Singh! The
right-handed batter was
rushed by the pace of
Prince and ended up being
caught by Aiden Markram
at mid-on. 20 runs came off
the final over of
Mohammed Shami.
Marcus Stoinis slammed a
six while Shashank Singh
too hit a maximum apart
from a four in the over.

Shami finished with fig-
ures of 1 for 56. Rinku
Singh once again rose to
the occasion as his knock
helped Kolkata Knight
Riders defeat Rajasthan
Royals by four wickets in
their IPL 2026 match on
Sunday in Eden Gardens.
The spin duo of Varun
Chakaravarthy and Sunil
Narine applied the brakes
effectively to restrict

Rajasthan Royals to 155 for
nine. Opting to bat,
Yashasvi Jaiswal (39) and
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi (46)
provided a flying start as
RR reached 81-0 in 8.3
overs but spin duo of
Varun Chakaravarthy
(3/14) and Sunil Narine
(2/26) put in the squeeze to
leave the visitors at 124 for
5 in 16 overs. Shimron
Hetmyer (15) and Riyan

Parag (12) reached double
digit scores but Kartik
Tyagi (3/22 ) then scalped
three wickets as they
couldn't recover, manag-
ing a below-par total. In
reply, KKR slipped 5 for 2
in 2nd over before losing
half their side for 70 in 11th
over. Rinku then steadied
the chase, sharing a deci-
sive 76-run stand off 37
balls with Anukul Roy (29)
to guide KKR home with
two balls to spare.  Kolkata
Knight Riders (161/6)
defeated Rajasthan Royals
(155/9) by four wickets in
their IPL 2026 match on
Sunday. Chasing 156,
Rinku Singh scored an
unbeaten 53 off 34 balls,
while Anukul Roy scored
29 off 16 balls. This is
KKR's first win of the sea-
son and it came on the sec-
ond-last ball of the match.
Interestingly, Rinku was
dropped on eight by
Nandre Burger, which
turned out to be the game-
changing moment.  

IPL 2026: Punjab Kings Set 254/7-
Run Target for Lucknow Super Giants

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Sent Big Warning Over
Brand Endorsements: "If You Stop Performing"

Chennai Super Kings' tryst
with appointing a new cap-
tain after MS Dhoni has not
gone well. First, Ravindra
Jadeja was tried, but Dhoni
had to be brought back as
skipper mid-season in IPL
2022. Then, Ruturaj
Gaikwad was named CSK
captain in IPL 2024. The
results so far have not been
encouraging. CSK missed
out on a playoff spot in 2024
and finished last among 10
teams in 2025. In IPL 2026,
CSK have lost three out of
five matches and are placed
among the bottom three
teams. Ahead of IPL 2026,
CSK brought in Sanju
Samson. Ever since the
India star was roped in,
there has been a buzz about
whether he is being primed
to become the CSK captain.
Former India off-spinner

Ravichandran Ashwin
believes that Sanju Samson
could one day take over the
captaincy of the five-time
champions Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) in the Indian
Premier League (IPL),
while stressing that the
wicketkeeper-batter should
carve out his own identity
rather than follow in any-
one's footsteps. Speaking
about CSK's leadership
transition over the years,
Ashwin said the shift had
already begun during
Ravindra Jadeja's brief
stint as captain, even
though it did not pan out as
expected. He added that cur-
rent skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad has effectively
been running the show
alongside head coach
Stephen Fleming in recent
seasons. 

Sanju Samson Will Lead
Chennai Super Kings 'At

Some Point': Ravichandran
Ashwin's Massive Prediction

Sunrisers Hyderabad pulled
off a brilliant win over
Chennai Super Kings in a
thrilling IPL 2026 encounter in
Hyderabad on Saturday. CSK
looked well on course for vic-
tory during their 195-run
chase but Nitish Kumar
Reddy and Eshan Malinga
took five wickets among them-
selves to snatch the win from
the jaws of defeat. The magni-
tude and importance of the
victory was quite clear from
SRH owner Kavya Maran's
reaction after the victory. In a
video going viral on social
media, Kavya Maran looked
extremely excited as her team
emerged victorious and she
celebrated by punching the
air and clapping for the play-
ers. Sunrisers Hyderabad
skipper Ishan Kishan couldn't
have been more pleased with a

group of young pacers, who
are executing the bowling
plans to the 'T. Chasing 195,
Chennai Super Kings were
kept down to 184 for 8 as pac-
ers Eshan Malinga (3/29 in 4
overs), Sakib Hussain (1/32 in
4 overs), Nitish Reddy (2/31 in
4 overs) and spinner Shivang
Kumar (1/18 in 3 overs) were

bang on target. "It is lovely
when you have a bunch of
young bowlers who are com-
ing up with their own plans
and executing the team plans
as well. As a captain, it makes
my job easier to set fields,"
Kishan said after the end of
the match. With Pat Cummins
not available during first half,

Kishan was happy to trust the
young bunch. "Looking at
them at practice, seeing them
get better day by day, they are
keen on doing well, so you
give them ball and let them do
what they want to," he said.
While he was happy with
bowling, Kishan conceded
that on this batting track, SRH
were at least 20 runs short but
bowlers covered for the bat-
ters. CSK skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad said that not having
big overs at the start of the
back-10 dented their chances.
"It was just about 80 runs need-
ed in 10 overs (with the bat).
From there it was just about
building a couple of partner-
ships. We scored just 4 runs in
the next 2 overs after the 10-
over mark. Chasing 12-13 at
the death is going to be diffi-
cult," said Gaikwad.

A bizarre incident took place
during the ongoing Pakistan
Super League (PSL) 2026 sea-
son. Quetta Gladiators
announced Sri Lanka batter
Dinesh Chandimal as a direct
replacement for New Zealand
all-rounder Bevon Jacobs in
the middle of the tournament,
with the latter set to join his
national side. Incredibly,
however, both Chandimal
and Jacobs played together in
Quetta Gladiators' game
against Lahore Qalandars on
Friday. The franchise later
attempted to clarify how the
confusing incident took place,
despite an official announce-
ment having already been
made. After the match,
Nabeel Hashmi, the General
Manager of Quetta
Gladiators, tried to reason
why Chandimal and Jacobs
played together. Hashmi

responded to a fan's question
on social media, stating that
English pacer Tom Curran
suffered an untimely illness,
forcing Chandimal and
Jacobs to both play. "Tom
Curran was unwell and had
to stay back in hotel.
Chandimal came in for Tom
in this particular match,"
Hashmi wrote on X. The
explanation was met by criti-

cism from several other fans
on social media, with some
questioning the legality of
such a manoeuvre and others
trolling the move. What
makes the replacement
announcement even more
intriguing is that Jacobs'
international duties with
New Zealand are still more
than a week away, beginning
from April 27. 

ionel Messi gifted Inter
Miami's new coach a 3-
2 victory over the
Colorado Rapids with a

brace including a spectacular
late winner in front of 75,000
Major League Soccer fans on
Saturday. Shifted to Denver's
giant NFL stadium to accom-
modate the huge demand to
see Argentina's World Cup-
winning icon, the game
appeared to be drifting
Colorado's way after a spirit-
ed home team fightback from
2-0 down. But Messi, having
already converted a penalty,
had other ideas. With just
over 10 minutes remaining,
the Argentine sprinted onto a
through ball sent down the

right by Rodrigo De Paul. He
dribbled into the box and
somehow threaded a shot
with his favorite left foot
through three defenders and
past the keeper into the cor-
ner. It handed Messi's long-
time friend Guillermo Hoyos
a win on his debut as Miami
coach, after Javier
Mascherano departed the
club for "personal reasons"
Tuesday, just four months
after guiding the club to its
first MLS Cup title. "We have
the greatest player in history,
someone who completely
shifts the momentum of
matches," said a delighted
Hoyos. Hoyos, 62, made few
changes to the lineup, notably

bringing in German
Berterame to replace Tadeo
Allende, who continues to
recover from a muscle injury.
The win sends Inter Miami
up to second place in the
Eastern Conference. "This
continues the work we've
been doing and the progress
the team has been making --
the team is the reigning MLS
champion. We are a solid
unit," said Hoyos. "Just look
at the energy Inter Miami
generates -- how they've had
to move to a larger stadium to
accommodate it all -- and con-
trast that with the quiet
humility with which we have
always tried to go about our
business," he added, in

Spanish.

Late heroics
Playing in front of 75,824 fans
-- the second-largest crowd in
MLS history -- Miami got off
to a sluggish start, but were
handed a golden opportunity.
As Colorado tried to play
the ball out from the back
under Miami's press, Josh
Atencio conceded a penalty
for tripping Yannick Bright
in the box. Following a
lengthy VAR check Messi
stepped up, rolling it calmly
down the middle as the
keeper dived left.
Colorado continued to domi-
nate possession while rarely
threatening.

Bizarre Controversy Hits PSL 2026. Fans
Call Team Official's Justification A 'Joke'

Miles away from home, four
young footballers from
Assam are scripting a pow-
erful story of ambition,
courage, and success with
the Hindustan Zinc's Zinc
Football Academy (ZFA).
The Udaipur-based acade-
my has recently secured
qualification for the Final
Round of the AIFF Under-18
Elite League 2025-26.
Coming from different cor-
ners of Assam - Udalguri,
Tinsukia, and Duliajan,
Ashish Chetry, Bryant
Dihingia, Rishi Konwar,
and Dwiden Boro have each
played a unique role in
ZFA's impressive cam-
paign. Together, they repre-
sent not just talent, but the
spirit of chasing dreams far
from home. Leading the
charge in the AIFF 3-star
Academy is striker Ashish

Chetry, a farmer's son from
Udalguri, who has emerged
as one of the most lethal for-
wards in the league. With 23
goals in the Zonal Round,
including three hat-tricks,
Ashish is currently the sec-
ond-highest goal scorer in
the national competition.
His relentless pressing,
sharp movement, and clini-

cal finishing have made
him the focal point of ZFA's
attack. Off the pitch, the
Class 11 student remains a
shy teenager who is often
seen drawing inspiration
from his idol Cristiano
Ronaldo, who dreams of
helping his team lift the
national title for the very
first time.

Four Assam Players Power ZFA Into
AIFF Under-18 Elite League Final Round

Lionel Messi Scores Winner As Inter
Miami Down Colorado On Coach Debut

L

Kavya Maran Can't Keep Calm As Sunrisers
Hyderabad Beat CSK In IPL 2026 Thriller
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DAVE CHAPPELLE PITCHES
EDDIE MURPHY ON JOINING

POTENTIAL ‘CHAPPELLE’S
SHOW’ REBOOT AT AFI GALA

oom came to
C i n e m a C o n
Thursday, where
Marvel Studios

showed off the first exten-
sive look at Avengers:
Doomsday, its multiverse
mashup movie that brings
Robert Downey Jr. back to
the fold. Marvel Studios
honcho Kevin Feige took
the stage in Las Vegas on
Thursday to close out
Disney‘s presentation.
“Doomsday picks up where
Avengers: Endgame left
off,” Feige said, also
expressing his excitement
in introducing the
Avengers to the X-Men.
Doomsday returns direc-
tors Anthony Russo and
Joe Russo to the Marvel

fray, as they helm the
movie from a script by
Michael Waldron and
Stephen McFeely. Joe
Russo said of Doom, “He’s
not simply a villain — he’s
one of the most complex
Marvel characters. He’s
always three moves
ahead.” At that, Downey
took the stage to the tune of
the Rolling Stones’
“Sympathy for the Devil.”
The star, who is known for
his previous Marvel
Cinematic Universe role as
Tony Stark’s Iron Man,
exclaimed, “I couldn’t have
imagined reuniting with
this amazing team — let
alone as a new character.”
The team then revealed a
trailer that provided the

first look at Downey’s
Doctor Doom in his mask.
“Put aside your petty
squabbles. Presume noth-
ing except this: If you
return, you will return as
brothers and sisters,”
Chris Hemsworth’s Thor
tells his fellow heroes
about the threat of Doom.
“Mark my words: We are
going to need a miracle.”
The footage ended with
Chris Evans surprising
Hemsworth, who says, “It’s
not possible,” as Evans
grabs Thor’s hammer.
Evans then took the stage
and quipped about Doom,
“This guy — I don’t like it.”
This marked the first
extensive footage of
Doomsday following brief

teasers released
in late 2025 and
earlier this year
focusing on
Steve Rogers,
Thor and the X-
Men, as well as
one centering
on Shuri and
W a k a n d a n
friends and The
Thing from the
Fantastic Four.
Combined, the
teasers generated 1
billion views online.
Downey’s return as
Doom was not revealed
in those teasers (he
briefly appeared as the
character in Fantastic
Four: First Steps, but his
face was not shown).

Doomsday’ Trailer Shakes
CinemaCon as Robert Downey
Jr. Unveils Doom First-Look

itesh Tiwari’s film
Ramayana was
recently presented at
CinemaCon, a major

film event held in Las
Vegas. About 20 minutes of
the movie’s footage was
shown to a select group,
giving them an early look
at the film. There has been
a positive response to the
footage from whoever has
watched it. Interestingly,
producer Namit Malhotra
and actor Yash also inter-
acted with the media there
post-screening. Reports
suggest that Warner Bros.
is showing interest in dis-
tributing the film globally.
Still, bringing Warner
Bros on board for distribu-

tion is not an easy task. If
this turns true, the film
will have a wider overseas
release and could easily hit
over 4500 screens in the
USA. However, this distri-
bution deal has not been
officially confirmed by
Warner Bros. or the film’s
team yet. The rumor is fast
spreading in Bollywood
media. Especially, at the
time when the teaser
received a mediocre
response, and if this deal
news comes true, that will
only benefit the film. Billed
to be a mythological epic
grand epic fantasy, the film
features Ranbir kapoor,
Sai Pallavi and Yash in the
lead roles. 

HOLLYWOOD’S BIG
STUDIO TO DISTRIBUTE

RAMAYANA?

eteran actor Babu
Mohan has been hon-
ored with the presti-
gious Relangi Award

by the Telugu Film
Television Welfare Forum &
Bharat Cultural Academy,
marking a significant mile-
stone as he completes 41
years in the Telugu film
industry. Having acted in
over 2,000 films, Babu
Mohan is widely respected
not only for his contribu-
tions to cinema but also for
his social commitment and
political service. He previ-
ously served as a Cabinet
Minister in the united
Andhra Pradesh state, earn-
ing recognition for his dedi-
cation and integrity. A
media meet was organized
on this occasion, attended
by several prominent per-
sonalities including Telugu
Film Producers Council
Secretary Tummala

Prasanna Kumar, Naga Bala
Suresh, actor Rangky, actor
30 Years Prudhvi Raj, noted
journalist Suresh Kondeti,
and others. Speaking at the
event, Naga Bala Suresh
praised Babu Mohan’s
remarkable journey and his
grounded personality,
expressing happiness over
the recognition. Tummala
Prasanna Kumar highlight-

ed his humility and commit-
ment, recalling his growth
from early film days to serv-
ing as a minister while
maintaining simplicity and
integrity. Actor Rangky
emphasized that the Relangi
Award is given only to truly
deserving individuals and
expressed joy that Babu
Mohan received it.
Journalist Suresh Kondeti

appreciated his consistent
nature and warm relation-
ship with the media over the
years. Actor 30 Years
Prudhvi Raj described Babu
Mohan as one of the great
pillars of Telugu comedy,
alongside legends like Kota
Srinivasa Rao and
Brahmanandam. He also
praised his contributions as
a Labour Minister during
the tenure of N. T. Rama
Rao. Addressing the gather-
ing, Babu Mohan expressed
gratitude to all attendees
and media members. He
reflected on his journey in
cinema and politics, recall-
ing his dedication as a
Labour Minister and his
passion for public service.
He also mentioned his con-
tinued involvement in films
and social service activities
through a trust he estab-
lished after stepping away
from active politics. 

ACTOR BABU MOHAN HONORED WITH PRESTIGIOUS
RELANGI AWARD BY TELUGU FILM TELEVISION

WELFARE FORUM & BHARAT CULTURAL ACADEMY

ollywood’s first vol-
leyball sports drama
VOLLEY, presented
by G Vikram Reddy

under the banner of
F i r e w a t e r
Entertainments, has offi-
cially unveiled its title
through an engaging
motion poster. The motion
poster was launched by
versatile filmmaker Krish
Jagarlamudi on his official
X handle, drawing atten-
tion from cinema enthusi-
asts and industry circles
alike. Directed by Dilip K
Manukonda, VOLLEY is
set against a coastal rural
backdrop and dives into
the lives of two brothers
while showcasing an
intense, emotionally
charged grassroots-level
volleyball world. The film
explores themes of ambi-
tion, rivalry, and human
relationships, promising a
compelling blend of action
and drama rooted in the
spirit of volleyball. The
film introduces Ronith
GRG and Nipun Satya,
while Abhignya
Vuthaluru plays the
female lead. The support-
ing cast includes Ravi
Varma, Kalpalatha,
Vadlamani Srinivas,
Lakshman Meesala, Kiran
Varanasi, and Ramana
Bharghav, bringing
together a strong ensemble
to drive the narrative. The
project is produced by G
Rohan Reddy, with
Srinivas Karanki serving
as Co-Producer and Sneha
Dasari as Executive
Producer. The story and
screenplay are written by
Dilip K Manukonda and

Pavan K Vipparthi. On the
technical front, the film
boasts a strong crew with
Arun VJK as the cine-
matographer, Auranova
Studios composing the
music, and Raviteja
Girijala handling editing.
Shot in picturesque loca-
tions in Uppada and other
nearby villages in Andhra,
the shoot for the project is
completed and the team is
busy with the post-produc-

tion works currently. With
the title now revealed and
the motion poster generat-
ing positive buzz, VOLLEY
is shaping up to be a pow-
erful sports drama that
captures both the intensity
of the game and the depth
of human emotions.
Further updates regarding
the film are expected soon
on Firewater
Entertainments’ social
media channels.

‘VOLLEY’ TITLE REVEALED
WITH MOTION POSTER BY

DIRECTOR KRISH JAGARLAMUDI

HYDERABAD, 19th April
2026 – In a landmark meet-
ing held today at Hotel
Dasapalla, leading film pro-
ducers and representatives
from the Producers’
Associations and Guilds of
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala met to address the
critical challenges threaten-
ing the film production sec-
tor.The assembly unani-
mously condemned any uni-
lateral decisions taken by
other stakeholders of the

industry regarding theatri-
cal terms or 8 Weeks OTT
window terms, without
mutual consultation. It was
emphasized that the exist-
ing film-making ecosystem,
which supports thousands
of livelihoods, cannot be dis-
turbed overnight, as such
sudden shifts would create
chaos for projects at various
stages of production.Key
Outcomes of the
Meeting:Formation of
South Indian Film
Producers Association: To

ensure long-term protection
of producers’ interests, the
participants have unani-
mously agreed to form a
dedicated South Indian
Film Producers Association
(SIFPA). Steering
Committee: A high-level
steering committee, com-
prising representative
members from each of the
four South Indian language
film industries, has been
established to oversee
immediate challenges and
facilitate frequent coordina-

tion among the four lan-
guage industries and
Producers.Advisory to
Producers: All Producer
members are advised to
continue with their current
processes of film-making,
sale terms of various rights
and release schedules on
their own, without any con-
trols or terms imposed by
any Association.Stand on
OTT Windowing: Producer
Members are specifically
advised not to issue any let-
ters of commitment regard-

ing OTT release windows at
this stage to any
Association or Sector. Any
such terms must only be
decided through collective
consultation to ensure the
financial viability of the
production sector.The
newly formed Steering
Committee of SIFPA will
meet frequently to ensure
that the Producer, the pri-
mary risk-taker of the
industry, remains a sover-
eign stakeholder in all deci-
sion-making processes.

xpectations are rising
as Abhishek Nama's
'Nagabandham: The
Secret Treasure', star-

ring Virat Karna, is set to hit
the theatres on July 3rd.
With every update, the buzz
around the film is reaching
the next level. The excite-
ment has increased further
with the release of the film's
second single 'Sura Sura'.
'Sura Sura' is a full-fledged
celebration song that cap-
tures the joy of a traditional
wedding. The song capti-
vates the audience with its
vibrant beat and colorful

visuals. Shot on a grand
scale, the song showcases the
cultural backdrop and
grandeur of the
film. The
m u s i c
c o m -

posed
b y
J u n a i d
Kumar

and Abhe stands out with its
powerful orchestration of
tribal sounds and folk ele-
ments. The rhythm of this
song is cinematic and gives

a grander experience.
Singers like Anurag
K u l k a r n i ,
Kaalbhairava, Mangli,
Sahithi Chaganti,
Kanakavva, Nalgonda
Gaddar have added

more energy to the song
with their unique

vocals. Choreographed
by Ganesh Acharya, the

song is a visual spec-
tacle. 

SOUTH INDIAN FILM PRODUCERS UNITE TO PRO-
TECT INDUSTRY ECOSYSTEM; FORM A STEERING

COMMITTEE FOR THE NEW ASSOCIATION

Virat Karna, Abhishek Nama, Nick Studios' Pan India
Project 'Nagabandham' Releases Visual Spectacular
Grand Wedding Celebration Song 'Sura Sura'
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