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Four students bag AIR 1;
26 score 100 percentile

New Delhi, April 20 : Four male stu-
dents shared the All India Rank 1
and 26 candidates scored 100 per-
centile in the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) Main 2026
national-level engineering entrance
exam as the National Testing
Agency (NTA) declared the result
on Monday. Kabeer Chhillar, Pasala
Mohith, Chandra Sekhar and Aditya
Gupta were the four AIR 1students
who scored a perfect 300-on-300
to corner AIR 1, NTA sources said,
adding that Mallavarapu Aasna
from Telangana was the best per-
forming girl student. There are no
girls among the 26 students with
100 percentile. A total of 16,04,854
unique candidates registered for the
exam across both sessions.

100 ENTITIES
ONBOARD TO USE
AADHAAR-BASED
OFFLINE VERIFICATION:
GOVERNMENT

New Delhi, April 20 : In a signifi-
cant push towards privacy-first
digital services, the government
on Monday said that at least 100
entities have been onboarded as
Offline Verification Seeking
Entities (OVSEs) within just three
months of the rollout of Aadhaar-
based offline verification. The
milestone, achieved by the
Unique Identification Authority of
India, marks a major step in
enabling secure, consent-driven
and paperless identity verification
using Aadhaar without requiring
real-time access to central data-
bases. “These
entities span a
wide range of
sectors, including
central and state
government
departments, fintech firms, hos-
pitality and event management
companies, educational and
examination bodies, as well as
background and workforce verifi-
cation organisations,” the Ministry
of Electronics & IT said.
“Their integration into the ecosys-
temis expected to streamline
service delivery, cut down pro-
cessing time, and reduce reliance
on physical documents,” the min-
istry added. The Aadhaar offline
verification system allows users
to share limited and necessary
identity data through methods
such as QR code-based verifica-
tion and digitally signed docu-
ments. This ensures that individ-
uals retain control over their per-
sonal information.

Rahul accuses AIADMK of
‘surrendering’ to BJP over corruption

Kanniyakumari, Apr 20: Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday
alleged that the AIADMK leadership has “surrendered” to the BJP due to cor-
ruption.Addressing an election rally in Kanniyakumari, he claimed that the
AIADMK has now become a vehicle for the BJP’s entry into Tamil Nadu.
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CM Revanth seeks CBI

probe into Kaleshwaram,
targets KCR and Harish Rao

Hyderabad
TSIT BUREAU:

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
launched a sharp attack on BRS lead-
ers over alleged irregularities in the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project,
asserting that those responsible
would not be spared and that his
government is committed to repairs
and accountability.

Addressing a media conference, he
traced Telangana’s irrigation histo-
ry, recalling that Jalagam Vengala
Rao had signed an agreement with
Maharashtra in 1975 to utilize
Godavari waters. He also referred to
the Pranahita Chevella Project,
launched in 2009 under Y. S.
Rajasekhara Reddy with an estimat-
ed cost of Rs.38,063 crore.

Revanth Reddy alleged that former
CM K. Chandrashekar Rao scrapped
the project and redesigned it as
Kaleshwaram, escalating costs to near-

ly Rs.1.5 lakh crore. He said the
Medigadda Barrage, built in 2016 and
inaugurated in 2019, was projected as
an engineering marvel for political
gain.However, the 2023 collapse of the
Medigadda structure exposed “hidden
truths,” he alleged, adding that a report
by the National Dam Safety Authority
submitted on November 1, 2023, was
ignored during the previous regime.
The Chief Minister said the P.C. Ghose
Committee had submitted a detailed

‘Bias needs proof, not perception’:
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma rejects
Kejriwal's recusal plea

New Delhi (TSIT)

The courtroom fell silent as
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
began dictating her order, a
pause that underscored the
weight of what lay before her.
This was not merely about decid-
ing a legal dispute, she said, but
about confronting a direct chal-
lenge to judicial independence
itself. Refusing to step aside
from hearing the Delhi excise
policy case, the judge dismissed
all recusal applications moved
by Arvind Kejriwal and other
accused, holding that the pleas
were driven by perception, not
proof.At the centre of the contro-
versy, she remarked, was an
unusual situation: instead of the
court judging a litigant, the liti-
gant had sought to place the
judge and the institution in the

dock.Recusal not a matter of con-
venience, but of law

Justice Sharma made it
clear that stepping aside
would have been the easier
option. Her first instinct, she
said, was to withdraw without
hearing the applications after
her impartiality and dignity
were questioned. Yet, she
chose to proceed with the
hearing to ensure fairness
and transparency.

The court underlined that judi-
cial impartiality is presumed
and must be rebutted with con-
crete material. “Apprehension
alone cannot replace evidence,”
the judge indicated, pointing to
contradictions in the applicants’
submissions, on one hand assert-
ing faith in her integrity, and on
the other seeking her removal.

She cautioned that recusal
cannot be reduced to a tool in the
hands of litigants. If accepted on
such grounds, it would open the
floodgates for forum shopping
and weaken the justice delivery
system.

The judge firmly rejected reli-
ance on statements attributed
to Union Minister Amit Shah,
observing that courts cannot be
influenced by political commen-
tary. Public statements by poli-
ticians, she noted, are beyond
judicial control and cannot
determine whether a judge
hears a case.

No plans yet to attend next round
of talks with US: Iran

Tehran (TSIT)

Citing "contradictory actions"
from Washington, Iran on
Monday made it clear that it has
not made any decision yet on
participating in the next round
of negotiations with the US."So
far, we have not made any deci-
sions regarding the next round
of negotiations," said Esmaeil
Bagaei, spokesperson for the
Iranian Foreign Ministry, while
speaking to reporters at a week-
ly press conference in Tehran.
The spokesperson criticised the
United  States, accusing
Washington of engaging in con-

Tehran will never cede
control of Strait of Hormuz:

Senior Iranian politician

WORLD | NEWS

report on irregularities, following
which the state urged the Centre
for a Central Bureau of
Investigation probe. He criticized
the Union government for inac-
tion despite earlier demands,
including those by Union Minister
G. Kishan Reddy.Revanth Reddy
alleged that despite massive
spending, the project failed to irri-
gate even one lakh acres. He
affirmed that his government
would repair the system and
ensure water supply, noting that a
high-level technical review had
already been conducted.
Targeting BRS leaders, he
accused them of diverting atten-
tion and claimed that T. Harish

Rao made a “secret trip” to Delhi
to avoid a probe, demanding
transparency on his meetings.
Reiterating his stance, the Chief
Minister said strict action would
be taken against those involved in
irregularities while ensuring the
project is restored. He also high-
lighted the Sripada Yellampalli
Project as a “lifeline” for the
region, noting its contribution to
agricultural output.

CM Naidu Slams DMK, congress at Coimbatore rally;
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Marking His Return to Telugu Screens,
Dhanush Starrer ‘Kara’ Officially Fixes

April 30,2026 as Its Telugu Release Date

PM Modi's snack moment sends jhalmuri
searches to two-decade-high

New Delhi (TSIT)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's brief 'snack break' dur-
ing election campaigning in
poll-bound West Bengal on
April 19 has taken social media
by storm, with photos and vid-
eos of him relishing a local
street snack and interacting
with a vendor drawing mas-
sive engagement. PM Modi’s
visit to a jhalmuri stall has
clocked more than 100 million
views within 24 hours of being
shared on Instagram, and gar-
nered over 90 million views on
Facebook Reels. The metrics,
gathered from his personal
handles, indicate strong public
interest in the Prime Minister’s
jhalmuri moment’ in the poll-
bound state.

The Prime Minister
addressed four back-to-back
rallies in West Bengal on
Sunday - in Purulia,
Jhargram, Medinipur, and
Bishnupur. During his visit to
Jhargram, he stopped at a
small shop and tried jhalmuri,
a popular and crunchy street
snack from the state.

Photos and videos shared
from the Prime Minister’s per-
sonal social media accounts
quickly went viral, with users
widely sharing and comment-

ing on his interaction with the
vendor and local residents.
Interestingly, Google search
interest for the street snack
“jhalmuri” has reached its
highest level in the past 22
years, according to available
internet data.

In the video clip, the Prime
Minister is seen enjoying jhal-
muri at the local stall, interact-
ing with residents, and sharing
smiles, creating a moment of
informal outreach amid the
campaign trail.

The Prime Minister was also
seen offering to pay. The ven-
dor initially declined but later
accepted the payment after his

accuses them of betraying Women Over Reservation Bill

Coimbatore (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
launched a scathing attack on
the DMK, Congress, and their
INDIA bloc allies during an
election campaign press con-
ference in Coimbatore on
[date], accusing them of betray-
ing women by opposing key
legislative reforms.
Expressing strong displea-
sure, Naidu asserted that by
opposing the Women's
Reservation Bill and the
Delimitation Bill, parties like

the Dravida  Munnetra
Kazhagam and Indian National
Congress had effectively
"defeated women."

He claimed that the bills,
introduced by the central gov-
ernment under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with good
intentions, were derailed for
political reasons, and accused
the opposition bloc of prioritiz-
ing politics over the welfare of
women and the development of
southern states.

Naidu questioned whether
the DMK wants injustice
toward southern states or
believes women do not need
reservations. He warned that
according to 2027 Census pro-
jections, southern states
could face significant disad-
vantages, and said women
awaiting reservations have
been disappointed due to the
actions of parties like the

Nanoor (TSIT):

With the West Bengal Assembly

Addressing the media, Naidu
made several key remarks:

u Blocking the Women's Reservation Bill amounts to a
betrayal of women by the Congress-led DMK alliance.
= Tamil Nadu, once considered a progressive
state, is now lagging economically and has wit-
nessed multiple scams.

u The DMK must explain why it opposed the Women's
Reservation Bill.

u The party allegedly obstructed due benefits meant
for southern states.

u If parliamentary seats were set to increase by 50%,
there should have been no objection.

u Leaders like himself have fought for decades to
secure reservations for women.

u The Prime Minister intended to implement these res-
ervations by the 2029 elections.

u The proposed Delimitation Bill would have increased
seats for states like Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Telangana, and Karnataka.

u Due to the DMK's stance, both women and southern
states have suffered losses.

DMK. He further alleged that
the political strategies of

Congress and DMK have
resulted in setbacks for
women.

Highlighting development
initiatives, Naidu recalled
the Telugu Ganga project,
undertaken to supply water
to Tamil Nadu, and empha-
sized ongoing river interlink-
ing efforts within Andhra
Pradesh. He added that a
Ganga-Cauvery river link-
age could resolve water scar-
city issues across the coun-
try.Calling for accountabili-
ty, the Chief Minister
stressed that every govern-
ment must adopt transpar-
ent and responsible gover-
nance practices.

have resulted in substantial
development.

“There are many states in

tradictory actions while claim-
ing to pursue diplomacy. He
mentioned that since the very
beginning of the ceasefire, "bad
faith and constant complaints"
were faced by Iran from
Washington.He clarified that
the US initially claimed that
Lebanon was not part of the
ceasefire, despite contrary
assertions.

elections just days away,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday expressed
confidence that the BJP will
secure a clear majority, adding
that the possibility of a two-
thirds majority cannot be ruled
out.Speaking to reporters,
Singh said that West Bengal
has witnessed an atmosphere
of fear, violence, and alleged
atrocities over the past 15
years. He noted that the people
of the state have given three

consecutive terms to the
Trinamool Congress, adding
that such a long tenure should

the country that have shown
remarkable progress within
just five to eight years.
Earlier, West Bengal contrib-
uted around 10 per cent, but
under the Trinamool
Congress, it has declined to
nearly five per cent,” he said.
Appealing to voters, Singh
urged the people of West
Bengal to opt for change. He
also sought to reassure
women voters, stating that
the Women’s Reservation Bill

insistence.

When the vendor asked if he
wanted onions in the snack,
the Prime Minister responded
with a light-hearted remark:
“Haan, pyaaz khaate hain.
Dimag nahi khaate bass” (Yes,
I eat onions, I just don’t eat
brains).

The viral video also sparked
a wave of reactions on social
media, with many users dis-
cussing his relatable behav-
iour and witty humour. The
breaking of protocol by Prime
Minister to visit a local shop
was also seen as risky and
dangerous reach out, by some
others.

Ensure 200+
to stop BJP

at bay: CM
Stalin to BLAs

CHENNAI (TSIT): Chief
Minister and DMK president
MK Stalin on Monday exuded
confidence that the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance
(SPA) would return to power
and form a “Dravidian Model
2.0” government after the
Assembly election.
Addressing around 75,000
booth-level agents through a
virtual meeting, Stalin said

the alliance was best posi-
tioned to counter what he
described as external political
pressure on the State. “Only a
strong government can safe-
guard Tamil Nadu’s rights.
Unless we secure adequate
strength in the Assembly,
forces from Delhi cannot be
kept at bay,” he said. Alleging
that Opposition parties were
apprehensive of defeat, Stalin
instructed booth agents to
remain vigilant and report
any irregularities to the par-
ty’s central war room.

Can't rule out BJP getting two-thirds majority:
Rajnath Singh ahead of Bengal polls

would be implemented to
ensure 33 per cent representa-
tion for women. “I cannot pre-
dict the exact number of seats
we will win, but I am confi-
dent that the BJP will secure a
clear majority. I also cannot
rule out the possibility of the
party achieving a two-thirds
majority,” he added.

He further alleged that the
Women’s Reservation Bill has
been opposed by the Trinamool
Congress, Congress, and other
opposition parties, and claimed
that women would respond to
this in the elections.
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VAKITI SRIHARI MUDHIRAJ CALLS
FOR PRACTISING
BASAVESHWARA'S IDEALS
IN DAILY LIFE

Hyderabad TSIT: The 893rd birth
anniversary of Basaveshwara was
celebrated with great enthusiasm at
Ravindra Bharathi on Monday.
Ministers Ponnam Prabhakar and
Vakiti  Srihari, along with
Zaheerabad MP Suresh Shetkar,
Cyberabad CP V. C. Sajjanar and
other public representatives attend-
ed the event.Addressing the gather-
ing, Minister Vakiti Srihari
Mudhiraj paid rich tributes to
Basaveshwara and described him as
a visionary reformer who champi-
oned equality, justice, and social
harmony. He said Basaveshwara’s
principle of “Kayakave Kailasa”
inspires individuals to achieve
progress through hard work and
dedication.He emphasized that
Basaveshwara worked tirelessly to
eradicate caste and social discrimi-
nation, advocating for a society
built on inclusiveness and equal
opportunities for all, including
women. His teachings, the minister
noted, continue to remain highly
relevant in addressing present-day
inequalities.

SIR mapping should be expe-
dited : - Chief Electoral
Officer Sudarshan Reddy

WARANGAL, April 20, TSIT : State Chief Electoral
Officer Sudarshan Reddy suggested that the mapping
process under the Special Comprehensive Revision
(SIR) programme should be expedited. A video con-
ference was held with the Collectors of all the dis-
tricts of the state along with the concerned officials
from Hyderabad on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, he said that more than 95
percent of SIR mapping has been completed in some
states. He said that there is a need for coordinated
efforts to achieve the same level of progress in
Telangana as well. EROs, AROs are directed to regu-
larly monitor the works at field level while providing
clear direction to the Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and Supervisors under their jurisdiction.

As meetings have already been held with the repre-
sentatives of the respective parties on the appoint-
ment of agents of the political parties at the booth
level, it is suggested that their cooperation should be
utilized effectively.

complaints,

Corporation

Finance

Telangana

SRIJANA LEADS PRAJAVANI 43
GRIEVANCES RECEIVED AT CMC

Hyderabad TSIT:Cyberabad Municipal
Commissioner
Srijana conducted the weekly Monday
Prajavani programme, interacting direct-
ly with citizens and reviewing their
grievances.A total of 43 complaints were
received during the session, with the
highest number reported
Planning (24), followed by Engineering (7),
(4), Urban
Biodiversity (3), Revenue (2), and one each
in Lakes, Sanitation, and Veterinary
departments.The Commissioner, along
with senior officials, examined each griev-
ance and directed departments to ensure
time-bound resolution. She stressed the
need for immediate acknowledgment of
coordination
among departments, and strict monitor-
ing to prevent recurrence of issues.

(CMC)

& Accounts

improved

Promote Brotherhood in Society: TGIIC Chairperson Nirmala Jayaprakash Reddy
Basaveshwara’s Message Worth Practicing: MLA Chinta Prabhakar

Sangareddy, April 20
(TSIT): The birth anniver-
sary celebrations of
Basaveshwara were held
grandly on Monday under
the aegis of the District
Backward Classes Welfare
Department.Nirmala
Jayaprakash Reddy, Chinta
Prabhakar, Additional
Collector Pandu, Municipal
Chairperson Vanitha
Santosh, and other dignitar-

ies participated in the pro- values of equality, justice,

gramme and paid floral and righteousness. She
tributes to Basaveshwara’s emphasized that society
statue on the bypass road. should adopt his ideals to
Speaking on the occasion, strengthen unity and broth-
Nirmala Jayaprakash erhood. She added that his
Reddy highlighted that efforts to promote educa-
Basaveshwara was a leader tion continue to inspire
who fought against the future generations.MLA
caste system and social Chinta Prabhakar stated
inequalities, advocating that Basaveshwara’s mes-

(Sponsored by State Bank of India)
Damera Branch, Hanamkonda District
Head Office : Hyderabad. RBO : Warangal

M TELANGANA GRAMEENA BANK

POSSESSION NOTICE
Under Rule 8(1) (For immovable property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of the Telangana Grameena
Bank, Damera Colony Branch, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.3 of 2002)
and in exercise of powers conferred under section. 13(2) read with Rule-3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice dated : 16.
09.2025 calling upon the borrower Sri Dayyala Sudhakar, Slo. Dayyala llaih, R/o.
H.No.17-3-382, Nanamiya Thota Kareemabad, Warangal 506002 to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice being Housing Loan Rs.15,48,010/- + Topup Loan of Rs
13,59,890/- Total Liabilities of Rs 29,07,900/- (Rupees Twenty Nine Lakhs Seven
Thousand Nine Hundred Only) as on 16.06.2025 along with future interest at
contractual rate from 17.06.2025 together with incidental expenses, cost, charges,
etc. within 60 days from the date of the said notice.

The borrower/ guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to
the borrower [ guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
constructive possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule-8 of the said
rules on tthis 17™ day of April of the year 2026
The borrower [ guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Telangana Grameena Bank, Damera Branch, for an amount of
Housing Loan Rs.15,48,010/- + Topup Loan of Rs 13,59,890/- Total Liabilities of
Rs 29,07,900/- (Rupees Twenty Nine Lakhs Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Only)
as on 16.06.2025 along with future interest at contractual rate from 17.06.2025 +
along with future interest at contractual rate together with incidental expenses, cost
charges, etc. The present outstanding in respect of the Housing Loan Rs. 15,32,
640/- + Topup Loan of Rs 13,17,981/- Total Liabilities Rs.28,50,621/- (Rupees
Twenty Eight Lakhs Fifty Thousand Six Hundred Twenty One Only) as on 16.04.
2026 excluding future interest, costs and incidental expenses thereon.

The borrower attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the
Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that the part and parcel of residential house with H.No. 17-3-382(Part) situated at
Nanamiya Thota Kareemabad, Warangal City and District (Urban), to an extent of 80
S5q Yrds or 66.88 Sq Mts in which plinth area of 324 Sq Feet. The Property situated
within the Greater Warangal Municipal Corporation limits and within the Registration
District Warangal and within the Jurisdiction of Joint Sub Registrar office Warangal
urban Bounded By : East : House of S Upender, West : C.C. Road, North : H.No.
17-3-382 (Part) property alloted to Second party South : House of Chinthapatla
Veeramallu.

Date : 17.04.2026
Place : Hanamkonda
Alc No : HL 73178250003 Topup 73206409155

Sdl-
Authorized Officer / Regional Manager
Tel G Bank

sage of “all human beings
are equal” remains highly
relevant and must be prac-
ticed by everyone. He noted
that the reformer’s teach-
ings serve as a guiding
force in building an inclu-
sive and equitable society.
District BC Welfare Officer
Jagadeesh, members of the
Lingayat community.

Dry grain hefore procurement:
Collector Hymavathi

Husnabad: Siddipet District Collector K.
Hymavathi urged farmers to dry paddy
in their fields before bringing it to pro-
curement centres to meet prescribed
moisture standards.During an inspec-
tion at the Agricultural Market
Committee in Husnabad, she checked
moisture levels and interacted with
farmers about their issues. She noted
that simultaneous procurement of
maize and paddy has led to space con-
straints in the market yard.To ease
congestion, the Collector advised farm-
ers to ensure proper drying before
transport and suggested using nearby
IKP centres at Potharam (S) and Arepalli
as alternatives.She also directed offi-
cials to take necessary steps to prevent
space-related problems and ensure
smooth procurement operations.

in Town

Ensure Students' Meals Are Hygienic and Tasty:
Additional Collector Bhaskara Rao

Yadadri Bhongir TSIT: Additional Collector (Local Bodies)
Bhaskara Rao emphasized the need to pay special attention to
hygiene, sanitation, and food quality to ensure that the meals
provided to students in schools are clean and delicious.As part
of the "99 Days of Praja Palana — Progress Plan" initiative and
amidst the ongoing Welfare Week celebrations, he visited the
KGBYV Girls' School in Bhongir

town on Monday. On the first

day of the program, he inspect-

ed the kitchens, premises, gen-

eral cleanliness, sanitation

management, and food quality

at the welfare schools and hos-

tels. He directed that every

effort be made to ensure the

meals served to students in schools are both hygienic and pal-
atable. He further stated that special care must be taken
regarding the quality of ingredients used for cooking, insisting
that all provisions be of high quality. He monitored the sani-
tary conditions within the school premises and instructed that
cleanliness standards be maintained consistently. He reiterat-
ed the importance of adhering to quality benchmarks and
stated that providing a conducive environment for students is
the collective responsibility of everyone involved.

o

Speed up tourism projects, make them
accessible Minister Jupally Krishna Rao

Hyderabad TSIT:
Tourism, Culture and
Archaeology Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao on
Monday directed offi-
cials to expedite all ongo-
ing tourism projects and
complete them within
stipulated timelines to
make them accessible to
the public.

Minister chaired a
review meeting at the
Telangana Tourism
Development
Corporation (TGTDC)
office in Himayatnagar
along with TGTDC
Chairman Patel Ramesh
Reddy. He reviewed the
progress of projects

being implemented
under the state govern-
ment, centrally spon-
sored schemes and
Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mode.

Officials presented
detailed updates on the
progress of works being
taken up at an estimated
cost of Rs 274.93 crore
across various districts.
The minister instructed
that each project should
have a clear monthly
timeline and be complet-
ed within deadlines.

Key issues discussed
included preparation of
DPRs for new projects,
construction of cottages,

works under central
schemes like Swadesh
Darshan and PRASAD,
development of boating
facilities, tribal tourism,
maintenance of Haritha
Hotels, transport connec-
tivity and infrastructure
development.

Jupally Krishna Rao
directed officials to pre-
pare proposals for addi-
tional cottages near the
Ramappa Temple and to
introduce modern boats
in place of traditional
ones wherever neces-
sary. He also suggested
deploying an additional
boat at Somasila and
examining the feasibility
of setting up cantilever
glass view points at suit-
able locations.

Emphasizing heri-
tage conservation, the
minister said providing
better infrastructure
would increase tourist
footfall and boost reve-
nue. He assured that
necessary funds would
be arranged for restora-
tion of historical struc-
tures.

No Development Under Congress Govt, Says
KCR; Welcomes Jeevan Reddy into BRS

Jagityala, April 20, TSIT :
Former Telangana Chief
Minister Kalvakuntla
Chandrasekhar Rao said
that the state of
Telangana did not see
development under the
Congress government.
BRS Maha Sabha was
held at the mini stadium
in Jagityala town on

Monday. In this meeting,
former Minister
Tatiparthi Jeevan Reddy
and many others were
invited to join the party
wearing the BRS scarf.
On this occasion, for-
mer CM KCR said that
Telangana state has not
seen any development.
He said that after Jeevan

Reddy joined the BRS
party, the party itself got
a lot of momentum.

On this occasion, KCR
addressed Jeevan Reddy
to work as brothers and
the development of
Telangana state.

It was announced that
Jeevan Reddy will be
appointed as the general
secretary of BRS from
this moment to look after
the responsibilities of old
Karimnagar, Nizamabad
and Adilabad and not
only for Jagityal.

He said that the state of
Telangana is in a dire
situation and asked why
the current government
is providing it in instal-
ments, which was pro-
vided to the farmers dur-
ing Rythu Bandhu dur-
ing the BRS government.
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IMPLEMENT RTE ACT STRICTLY
FROM NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR:
TRP LEADER VEERESH

Jogulamba Gadwal: Stating that education is
a fundamental right and a key driver of soci-
etal progress, Telangana Rajyadhikara Party
(TRP) District President Morugu Veeresh has
urged the government to ensure strict imple-
mentation of the Right to Education (RTE)
Act from the next academic year.In a press
note issued on Monday, Veeresh emphasized
that the RTE Act, enacted in 2009, mandates
free and compulsory edu-
cation for all children
aged 6 to 14 years. Under
Article 21A of the
Constitution, education is
recognized as a funda-
mental right, making
quality education the gov-
ernment's responsibility.
Key provisions of the Act
include free education for children aged 6-14
years, 25 percent seat reservation in private
schools for disadvantaged sections, prohibi-
tion of capitation fees, and a no-detention pol-
icy up to a certain level. However, Veeresh
expressed concern over gaps in implementa-
tion, citing inadequate infrastructure in gov-
ernment schools, teacher shortages, low
parental awareness, and negligence in enforc-
ing the 25 percent reservation.

MAHATMA BASAVESHWARA WHO SAVED
PEOPLE FROM SUPERSTITION: DISTRICT
COLLECTOR ADARSH SURABHI

Wanaparthy (TSIT): District Collector Adarsh
Surabhi praised Mahatma Basaveshwara who saved
people from superstitions through his teachings in
earlier days when superstitions were strong in the
society. Mahatma Basaveshwara's 893rd birth anni-
versary celebrations were grandly organized at the
Collectorate under the auspices of the District BC
Welfare Department on Monday. On this occasion,
District Collector Adarsh Surabhi and Additional
Collector Revenue Vinod Kumar paid tributes to the
portrait of Shri Basaveshwara.Speaking on the occa-
sion, the District Collector said that Mahatma
Basaveshwara saved people from superstitions
through his teachings in the earlier days when
superstitions were strong. JDP CEO Yadaiah, RDO
Subrahmanyam, BC Welfare Department Officer
Mujahid, DISO Sudhir Reddy, Lingayatul Sangam
leaders, Veerashaiva Mahasabha leaders and offi-
cials participated in this programme.

Govt rebuilding state despite ‘financial
damage’ under BRS

Khammam (TSIT): Congress
government is steering the
state back on track by allocat-
ing funds despite the “finan-
cial damage” caused during
the BRS regime, said minis-
ter Tummala Nageswara
Rao. Addressing a press meet
in Khammam, he launched a
sharp attack on BRS leader T.
Harish Rao, alleging that the

Rao had no moral right to
speak on the Sitarama proj-
ect, Tummala challenged him
to come to Siddipet for a dis-
cussion on the palm oil facto-
ry set up at a strategic loca-
tion for farmers’ welfare. He
further said it was ironic that
Harish Rao was preaching
ethics to the Congress.
Alleging that the BRS lead-

Telangana

BASAVESHWARA BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
OBSERVED IN JOGULAMBA GADWAL

Jogulamba Gadwal (TSIT): The birth
anniversary of Basaveshwara was
observed with devotion and solemni-
ty at the IDOC premises and District
Collectorate on Monday.Participating
in the program, Additional Collectors
Lakshminarayana and Narsing Rao
emphasized that Basaveshwara's
teachings—which strongly opposed
discrimination based on caste, reli-

gion, and gender—remain highly rel-
evant in contemporary society. They
noted that his advocacy for equal
rights, particularly for women, con-
tinues to inspire social reform.The
program was organized under the BC
Welfare Department, where officials
and Veerashaiva community leaders
paid floral tributes to Basaveshwara's
portrait. The Additional Collectors
highlighted ~ that  Palkuriki
Somanatha popularized Basavanna's
philosophy in Telugu through the
Basava Purana. Speakers described
Basaveshwara as a visionary reform-
er who worked toward a casteless and
egalitarian society.

latter was making “irrational
statements” due to lack of
importance within his own
party.

Tummala alleged that the
BRS had earned a “notorious
reputation” nationwide for
land grabs and commissions.
He said the Sitarama project,
crucial for the development

of the undivided Khammam
district, was neglected during
the BRS tenure and stalled
due to lack of clearances from
the Central Water
Commission. He added that
the project is now being taken
forward with the support of
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.Stating that Harish

er was speaking out of polit-
ical insecurity, Tummala
said it was “laughable” to
see him moralising while
being associated with “cor-
rupt contractors”. On the
issue of farm loan waiver,
Tummala said Harish Rao
had no moral authority to
comment.
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FOR ADVERTISMENT PLEASE CONTACT

TELANGANA GRAMEENA BANK

(Sponsored by State Bank of India)

NGO's Colony Branch, Hanamkonda District
Head Office : Hyderabad. RBO : Warangal

POSSESSION NOTICE
Under Rule 8(1) (For immovable property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of the Telangana Grameena
Bank, NGO's Colony Branch, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.3 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under section. 13(2) read with Rule-3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice dated : 18.09.2025
calling upon the borrower Sri Lingampalli Pavan, Sfo Lingampalli Ramanakar and
Lingampalli Pavani, Clo Lingampalli Pavan , Rio, H.No. 3-20, FCI 2 Colony Gopalpur
Hanamkonda 506015 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Housing Loan
Rs.43,00,806/- + Topup Loan of Rs 11,65,545/- Total Liability is Rs 54,66,351/-
(Rupees Fifty Four Lakhs Sixty Six Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty One Only)
as on 18.09.2025 along with future interest at contractual rate from 19.09.2025 together
with incidental expenses, cost, charges, etc. within 60 days from the date of the said
notice.

The borrower/ quarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to
the borrower / guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
constructive possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule-8 of the said
rules on tthis 17* day of April of the year 2026

The borrower / guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Telangana Grameena Bank, NGO'S Colony Branch, for an amount of
Housing Loan Rs.43,00,806/- + Topup Loan of Rs 11,65,545/- Total Liability is Rs
54,66,351/- (Fifty Four Lakhs Sixty Six Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty One
Only) as on 18-09-2025 along with future interest at contractual rate from 19.09.2025
+ along with future interest at contractual rate together with incidental expenses, cost
charges, etc. The present outstanding in respect of the Housing Loan Rs.43,00,806/-
+ Topup Loan of Rs 11,57,232.15/- Total Liability Rs.54,58,038.15ps (Rupees Fifty
Four Lakhs Fifty Eight Thousand Thirty Eight and Fifteen Paisa Only) as on 16.04.
2026 excluding future interest, costs and incidental expenses thereon.

The borrower attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the
Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that the part and parcel of land residential house (G+2 Floors) bearing H.No 35-3-
141(New) corresponding fo its old G.P.H.No.3-7/4, to an extent of 140.83 Sq yrds
equivalent to 117.74 Sgq Mtrs trs covered with RCC roof ground floor plinth area 613.13
sft, RCC roof first floor plinth area 613.13 Sft, RCC roof Second floor plinth area 613.13
Sfti.e., total plinth area 1839.39 Sft constructed in Survey No. 121 Situated at Gopalpur
Revenue Village Hanamkonda Mandal Hanamkonda District (Previously Warangal City
and District) within the extended limits of Greater Warangal Municipal Corporation within
the Registration District and Jurisdiction of Joint Sub Registrar, Warangal (R.0) and
Bounded by : East : H.No. 35-3-12 belongs to Meka Venkataiah, West : 30 feet Wide
Raod, North : Open plot belongs to A. Swapna @ Vinitha, South : Open plot belongs
to B Narayana Reddy
Date : 17.04.2026
Place : Hanamkonda
Alc No : HL 7321990596-5, Topup 7322377129-6

Sdl-
Authorized Officer / Regional Manager
Tel G Bank
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Telangana/Andhra Pradesh

Amaravati/Vijayawada: (TSIT)
The birthday of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu was celebrated with great
enthusiasm across the state on
Monday, with a major focus on
welfare initiatives benefiting the
poor.On the occasion, his wife
Nara Bhuvaneswari donated
Rs.76 lakh to cover the operation-
al expenses of Anna Canteens for
a day. As a result, free meals
were served in all 269 Anna
Canteens across Andhra
Pradesh, providing relief to thou-
sands of beneficiaries.

The Chief Minister, along with
his wife, visited the Patamata
Anna Canteen in Vijayawada,

fast. During the visit, Naidu
interacted with locals and
enquired about the implementa-
tion and effectiveness of govern-
ment welfare schemes.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Chief Minister emphasized that
Anna Canteens were established
to ensure access to hygienic and
dignified meals for the under-
privileged. He expressed satisfac-

where they personally had break-

tion over the cleanliness and
management of the Patamata
canteen and highlighted that peo-
ple can access quality food at just
Rs.5.Naidu pointed out that daily
wage workers, auto drivers, and
the urban poor often spend up to
Rs.100 for a meal outside, making
subsidized canteens a vital sup-
port system. He also appreciated
the role of ISKCON Foundation
for supplying nutritious and
tasty food through a centralized

kitchen system.The Chief
Minister noted that while 269
Anna Canteens are currently
operational, 62 were recently
inaugurated and five more are
ready to be launched soon.
Praising his wife’s gesture, Naidu
said her donation set an inspir-
ing example, calling Annadanam
(food donation) the most sacred
form of charity. He urged citizens
to voluntarily contribute—
whether for a meal or a day—to

NAIDU'S BIRTHDAY MARKED BY STATEWIDE FREE MEAL DRIVE;

Rs.76 Lakh Donation Feeds Thousands at Anna Canteens

support the initiative and trans-
form it into a people’s movement.
“No one in the state should go
hungry. Andhra Pradesh has
always been an ‘Annapurna’—a
state that feeds the nation,” he
said, adding that the government
seeks public participation not out
of compulsion, but to build a cul-
ture of compassion.

He also linked the initiative to
the P4 model, encouraging the
top 10% of society to support the
bottom 20%, thereby reducing
economic disparities and
strengthening democracy.
Reflecting on past policies, Naidu
criticized the previous adminis-
tration for shutting down Anna
Canteens, questioning their
approach toward welfare. “If
feeding the poor was opposed,
people must reflect on such gov-
ernance,” he remarked.
Concluding his address, the Chief
Minister expressed deep satisfac-
tion at seeing the happiness of
beneficiaries and reiterated his
vision: “In a state like Andhra
Pradesh, no one should sleep
hungry.”

Grand Celebrations Mark Chief
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DINAKAR BACKS CENTRE'S BILLS ON WOMEN'S RESERVATION
AND DELIMITATION, SLAMS OPPOSITION

Amaravati: Lanka Dinakar,
Chairman for the implementation of
the Twenty-Point Programme (Viksit
Bharat - Swarna Andhra Pradesh),
has expressed gratitude to Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu for
supporting the bills introduced by
the Central Government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
stated that these measures aim to
safeguard the interests of Andhra
Pradesh and southern India in mat-
ters of women’s reservation and
delimitation.

Addressing a press conference,
Dinakar criticized the Congress-led
INDIA alliance, alleging that its con-
duct in the Lok Sabha obstructed
women’s empowerment and harmed
SC, ST, BC, and other communities.
He accused the opposition of resist-
ing proposals such as a 50% increase
in Lok Sabha seats, which, he said,
would ensure fair representation
without reducing any state’s share.
Dinakar warned that conducting
delimitation based on the 2011 or
2026 census could adversely impact
southern states. He asserted that the
Centre’s proposal to expand Lok
Sabha seats from 543 to 813 would
maintain proportional representa-

tion while enabling the implementa-
tion of women’s reservation.

He further stated that delays in
delimitation and opposition to
reforms could deprive women of
increased parliamentary representa-
tion. Emphasizing long-term gover-
nance, Dinakar said the Centre’s
approach balances population chang-
es with equitable political represen-
tation across regions.

Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s 76th Birthday

Gannavaram:The 76th
birthday celebrations of
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu were held with
great enthusiasm at
Hanuman Junction in
Bapulapadu mandal.

The event took place at
the Ashajyothi
Handicapped Welfare
Society under the leader-
ship of Vijay Dairy
Chairman Chalasani
Anjaneyulu. The celebra-
tions were conducted in a
grand manner, reflecting

admiration and respect for
the Chief Minister.

Aspart of the program, a
cake was cut and sweets
were distributed among
the attendees. Organizers
also extended support and
encouragement to differ-
ently-abled individuals
and orphaned children.

On this occasion, clothes
were distributed to nearly
100 children residing at the
Ashajyothi Handicapped
Welfare Society, bringing
joy and relief to the benefi-
ciaries.

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA APPOINTS SHRI PICHAYYA
AS ZONAL HEAD OF HYDERABAD ZONE

Hyderabad: Central Bank
of India has announced
that Shri Pichayya,
General Manager, has offi-
cially assumed charge as
the Zonal Head of the
bank's Hyderabad Zone.
The zone encompasses
seven regions spread
across three states -
Telangana, Karnataka,
and Hyderabad (as a dis-
tinct operational area
within the bank's zonal
structure).

Shri Pichayya joined the
bank on December 9, 1993,
as a Clerk. With over three
decades of experience in
diverse areas of banking,
he brings a wealth of
expertise to his new role.
He has previously served
as Regional Head in
Chennai, Nagpur, and
Kolkata South.

Known for his extensive
experience in Digital
Payments and the
Transaction Banking
department, Shri Pichayya
has also worked at the
bank's Central Office
before being promoted to

General Manager and sub-
sequently appointed as
Zonal Head of Hyderabad.

In his present assign-
ment, he will focus on
strengthening banking
operations across the
zone, ensuring align-
ment with the bank's
strategic objectives, and
driving growth, efficien-
cy, and digital transfor-
mation in the region. His
journey from clerk to
zonal head stands as a
notable example of
career progression
through dedication and
domain expertise within
the organization.

Groundbreaking Ceremony Held
for Bomb Detection Equipment
Block in Vijayawada

Vijayawada, April
20:City Police
Commissioner S.V.

Rajasekhara Babu con-
ducted the bhumi puja
(groundbreaking cere-
mony) for the construc-
tion of a Bomb
Detection Equipment

Block at the NTR Police
Commissionerate on
Monday.

The initiative comes
as part of efforts to
strengthen security
measures within the
NTR District Police
Commissionerate lim-
its, especially during
visits by dignitaries,
VVIPs, and other high-
profile individuals.
The facility will play a
crucial role in ensur-
ing smooth and inci-
dent-free conduct of
security arrange-
ments, narcotics opera-
tions, criminal investi-
gations, and official
tours.

Currently, bomb
detection squads led by
CSW officer S.V.D.
Prasad, comprising
trained personnel, are
actively engaged in
conducting inspections
to detect explosives as
a preventive security
measure.

In this context, the
new block will be con-

HINDUSTAN SHIPYARD LTD OBSERVES
FIRE SERVICE WEEK 2026

Visakhapatnam:
Hindustan Shipyard
Limited (HSL) observed
Fire Service Week from
April 14 to 20, 2026, under
the theme “Safe School,
Safe Hospital & Fire
Safety Aware Society -
Together for Fire
Prevention,” reaffirming
its commitment to safety
and public awareness.

The week commenced on
National Fire Service Day
with impactful fire safety
demonstrations. Chairman
and Managing Director
Capt. Ganti
Venkateshwarulu (IN
Retd.) appreciated the dedi-
cation of fire personnel and
stressed the importance of a
proactive safety culture.

Extensive outreach pro-
grammes were conducted
in schools, hospitals, and
nearby communities,
including basic training
sessions and live demon-
strations that engaged over
1,600 participants.
Competitions were also
organized to promote
awareness, with prizes
awarded to winners.

During the valedictory
function, Director
(Corporate Planning &
Personnel) Cmde Rakesh
Prasad, IN (Retd.), stated,
“Fire safety is not an event
but a daily discipline.
Awareness and prepared-
ness must become a habit.
Prevention begins with
each one of us.”

KL University Entrance Results Out; Counselling from April 26-30

Visakhapatnam: KL
University has released
the results of its national-
level entrance examina-
tion for admissions into
engineering and various
other courses at its
Vijayawada and
Hyderabad campuses. The
results were announced
on Monday by State
Assembly Speaker C.H.
Ayyanna Patrudu at
Novotel Hotel in
Visakhapatnam. Speaking
on the occasion, the

Speaker appreciated the
university's merit-based
admission system and con-
gratulated students who
secured national-level

ranks. He reaf-
firmed the gov-
ernment's com-
mitment to edu-
cation sector
development
and urged
youth to use
social media
cautiously,
avoid negative
influences, and

focus on their goals.
Dr. J. Srinivasa Rao,
University Admissions
Director, announced that

Rs.100 crore is allocated
annually for scholarships
to encourage meritorious
students. He revealed that
approximately 1.25 lakh
students appeared for this
year's entrance examina-
tion. Scholarships will be
awarded based on
entrance exam ranks, as
well as Intermediate and
JEE merit. He added that
industry-linked training
aligned with modern tech-
nological advancements is
being provided.

structed at the City

Armed Reserve
Ground to house bomb
detection equipment

and personnel. The
project is expected to
significantly enhance
the operational effi-
ciency and prepared-
ness of the police force
in handling sensitive
security situations.

ROBUST ARRANGEMENTS IN PLACE FOR NEET
(UG) 2026 IN NTR DISTRICT

NTR District, April
20:Comprehensive  arrange-
ments are being made for the
smooth conduct of the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET-UG) 2026, scheduled to
be held on May 3. District
Collector Dr. G. Lakshmisha
has directed officials to ensure
flawless coordination and elimi-
nate any lapses in the examina-
tion process.

Chairing a virtual review
meeting on Monday with offi-
cials from various departments,
superintendents, and examina-
tion centre observers, the
Collector emphasized that the
exam must be conducted in a
transparent and impartial man-
ner.Approximately 12,000 can-
didates are expected to appear
for the examination across 32
centres in the district. The test
will be held from 2:00 PM to 5:00
PM. The Collector stated that
verification, biometric atten-
dance, and frisking of candi-
dates will be carried out manda-
torily through a single entry
point at all centres.

Officials have been instruct-
ed to be fully aware of their
responsibilities and maintain

strict vigilance over prohibited
items to prevent any malprac-
tice. Special measures are being
implemented to ensure the
security of sensitive materials
such as question papers and
OMR sheets.

Dr. Lakshmisha further
directed that all necessary
arrangements—including seat-
ing plans, videography, securi-
ty, traffic management, medical
facilities, fire safety measures,
and provision of drinking
water—must be meticulously

organized at every examination
centre. Considering the prevail-
ing summer heat, officials were
also asked to take additional
precautions for the well-being of
candidates.

Reiterating the importance
of maintaining the highest
standards in examination
conduct, the Collector urged
all departments to act respon-
sibly and work in coordina-
tion to ensure the successful
completion of NEET (UG) 2026
in the district.

Chandanotsavam 2026 Concludes Successtully,
Over 1.5 Lakh Devotees Attend

Visakhapatnam (TSIT):
The annual
Chandanotsavam-2026 at
Sri  Varaha Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy
Temple concluded success-
fully in a grand and peace-
ful manner, said District
Collector M. Abhishek
Kishore.
Addressing the media, the
Collector stated that queue
lines began as early as 3
a.um., ensuring uninter-
rupted darshan of the dei-
ty’s Nijaroopa (true form)
for devotees. According to
preliminary estimates,
over 1.5 lakh devotees vis-
ited the temple this year.
Keeping in view the
intense summer heat,
authorities provided con-

tinuous facilities such as
shaded queue lines, drink-
ing water, buttermilk, and
biscuits. The Collector
noted that devotees
expressed complete satis-
faction with the govern-

ment's arrangements.

He emphasized that the
festival was conducted
smoothly due to the coor-
dinated efforts of the dis-
trict administration,
police department, temple

On the occasion of the birthday of Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Sri N. Chandrababu
Naidu Garu, Veda pandits from Tirumala visited and offered Vedic blessings (Veda
Ashirvachanam). Additional Executive Officer Sri Venkayya Chowdary then presented
the sacred picture of Lord Sri Vari (Lord Venkateswara) along with holy **tirtha prasa-

dam** to the Chief Minister.

staff, and volunteers. A
team of ministers closely
monitored the arrange-
ments.

The disciplined coopera-
tion of devotees, particular-
ly refraining from carrying
mobile phones, helped
expedite the darshan pro-
cess. The Collector assured
that the festival proceed-
ings would conclude only
after the last devotee in the
queue receives darshan. He
stated that experiences
gained this year would be
documented to enhance
planning for next year,
even if the number of devo-
tees rises to two lakh. He
expressed special gratitude
to devotees and media per-
sonnel for their support.

Daily Rituals at Swarnagiri

Yadadri Bhongir TSIT:At the
divine shrine of Swarnagiri,
the temple priests reverently
performed the *Suprabhata
Seva*  (morning

awakening service)

for Lord Sri

Venkateswara—

the visible deity of

the Kali Yuga—

during the early hours of the
morning. Subsequently, with-
in the temple precincts, the
*Sahasranamarchana* (wor-
ship with a thousand divine
names) and the *Sri
Sudarshana Narasimha
Havanam* were conducted.
Furthermore, at the *Srivari
Vaibhavotsava Mandapam*,
the daily *Kalyana
Mahotsavam* (celestial wed-
ding ceremony) of the Lord
was celebrated with great
pomp and grandeur.
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Collector Harichandana Dasari Reviews Welfare
Week Celebrations Felicitates Inter Toppers

Hyderabad TSIT:; District Collector
Harichandana Dasari directed officials
to ensure the effective conduct of
Welfare Week celebrations across gov-
ernment hostels, residential schools,
and junior colleges in the district.
Participating in the programme held at
Mahendra Hills Social Welfare School
and Residential Junior College as part
of the Praja Palana - Pragathi

Pranalika (99-day programme), the
Collector reviewed arrangements for
the Welfare Week being conducted
from April 20 to 26. During her visit,
she inspected the kitchen, store room,
dining hall, and surrounding premises,

ANANTHAGIRI ECO URBAN PARK INAUGURATED

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana
Assembly  Speaker

Legislative

State
and

Vikarabad MLA Gaddam Prasad Kumar on
Monday inaugurated the newly developed
Ananthagiri Eco Urban Park, built at a cost
of 2,50 crore to boost eco-tourism in the
region. Inauguration programme was

attended by Vikarabad Municipal
Chairperson Gaddam Ananya, PCCF
Development
Corporation MD Sunita Bhagawat, Chief
Conservator of Forests (Charminar Circle)
Priyanka Varghese, Tourism Wing Director
Ranjith Naik, District Forest Officer
Gnaneshwar, along with forest officials,
public representatives, local leaders, and
tourists. Addressing the media, Gaddam
Prasad Kumar said that the government is
taking steps to develop Ananthagiri Hills

Dr.Suvarna, Forest

into a prominent eco-tourism destination.
He described Ananthagiri as the “Kashmir
of Telangana” and highlighted its scenic
beauty. He stated that the park has been
developed with a focus on protecting the
environment while providing facilities such
as watch towers and other amenities to
enhance the visitor experience. Speaker
added that the development of tourism in
Ananthagiri will create employment oppor-
tunities for local people and contribute to
the overall growth of the region.

stressing the need for cleanliness and
proper maintenance. She instructed
officials to provide special training to
cooking staff and ensure that food is
served to students strictly as per the
prescribed menu and on time.

Nation

DGP B. SHIVADHAR REDDY
FELICITATES DSP NIKHAT ZAREEN

Hyderabad TSIT: Director General of
Police B.Shivadhar Reddy on Monday
felicitated DSP Nikhat Zareen at his office
for her outstanding achievement at the

prestigious international boxing champi-

onship held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
from April 2 to 12, where she secured a
bronze medal.

The DGP lauded Nikhat Zareen for her
exceptional performance on the interna-
tional stage, stating that she has brought
pride and recognition to the Telangana
Police Department. He expressed confi-
dence that she would continue to scale

greater heights in her sporting career.

On the same occasion, the DGP also con-
gratulated Telangana Police personnel for
their commendable performance at the
25th All India Police Water Sports Cluster
competitions held at Dehradun and Tehri
Lake, Uttarakhand, from April 8 to 12.

In the Rowing Coxless Pair — 500 meters
category, Head Constable N. Ramakrishna
of 1st Battalion TGSP and Police Constable
J.Raju of CAR Siddipet showcased remark-
able talent and secured a silver medal.

Collector Dr. Satya Sharada visited the Tribal Welfare
Ashram School as part of the Welfare Week

WARANGAL, April 20,
TSIT : District Collector
Dr Satya Sharada visited
the Tribal Welfare Ashram
School of Nallabelli
M a n d a 1 ,
Muduchekkalapally
Village on the first day of
the Welfare Week as part
of the 99-day activity orga-
nized as part of the Public
Governance - Progress
Plan. On this occasion, the
facilities, accommodation,
quality of food and educa-
tion provided to the stu-
dents in the school were
examined.It is suggested to

the headmaster to orga-
nize a health camp if there
are any health problems of
the children.

COLLECTOR WHO DISTRIBUTED FREE SPECTACLES TO
STUDENTS. ADARSH SURABHI

Wanaparthy
(TSIT):Collector visited
the Telangana Social

Welfare Residential School

in Buddharam Village,
Gopalapeta Mandal.
Adarsh Surabhi distribut-
ed free glasses to the
students.A total of 6950 stu-
dents were examined
through eye examination
camps under the auspices
of RBSK in government
and residential schools
across the district and 570
students were found to
have vision problems,
while 69 students out of 400
students in this school
were found to have vision
problems.OP Tibre wala
Foundation and
Hyderabad Titans Round

Table Charitable Trust dis-
tributed free new specta-
cles to the students of this
school. Nitin, Abhishek

and AKkhil participated in
this program.

The Collector specially
congratulated the repre-
sentatives of the volun-
tary organization who
provided free spectacles.
Students are advised to
use the glasses properly
and achieve good results
in education. The
Collector advised the offi-
cials to implement the
welfare programs effec-
tively in the schools and
to achieve the objectives
of the Public Governance
Development Plan with
commitment.

On this occasion, it was sug-
gested to visit the dormitory
hall of the female students and
ensure that it is kept clean,

similarly to ensure that the
toilets and bathrooms are kept
clean from time to time.The
hostel warden was instructed
to inspect the vegetables, food,
kitchen and dining hall and
ensure proper hygiene.The
District Collector conducted a
motivational class for the 8th
and 9th class students and also
explained to the students what
kind of eating habits and
health precautions should be
taken. It is said that the Arrive
Alive programme has been
completed as part of the gov-
ernment's public administra-
tion progress plan.

DIFFERENTLY-ABLED SEEK HOUSING, PENSIONS,
MOTORIZED VEHICLES IN GADWAL

Jogulamba Gadwal: Members
of the District Differently-Abled
Women's Wing submitted a rep-
resentation to Additional
Collector Narasimha Rao dur-
ing the Prajavani program,
seeking urgent support for per-
sons with disabilities in the dis-
trict.

Led by district women's wing
leader Manjula, the delegation
highlighted the need for alloca-
tion of double-bedroom houses,
sanction of new pensions, and
provision of motorized vehicles
for differently-abled individu-
als. They stated that many per-
sons with disabilities continue
to face severe hardships due to
lack of basic facilities and
financial support.

The representatives pointed
out that several differently-
abled persons are living in

rented accommodations and
struggling to meet daily expens-
es. They also requested authori-
ties to conduct proper verifica-
tion of electricity bills related to
eligible beneficiaries.

Responding to the appeal,
the Additional Collector
advised applicants to submit
necessary documents, includ-
ing Aadhaar cards, electricity
bills, and address details, for
further verification. He
assured that the matter would
be examined and forwarded to
the concerned departments
for appropriate action. A large
number of differently-abled
persons participated in the
Prajavani program and
expressed hope for early gov-
ernment intervention to
address their long-pending
demands.

84-Year-Old Liver Cancer Patient with Cardiac Risks Successfully
Treated via Minimally Invasive Surgery in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: In a significant
medical achievement, an
84-year-old man diagnosed
with intrahepatic cholangio-
carcinoma - a rare form of
liver cancer - has been suc-
cessfully treated using a mini-
mally invasive laparoscopic
procedure, despite being con-
sidered high-risk due to his
advanced age and multiple co-
morbidities.

The elderly patient had pre-
sented with persistent abdomi-
nal discomfort and loss of appe-
tite. Further evaluation
revealed a 4 cm tumour in the
liver. The case was further
complicated by the patient's
existing health conditions,
including diabetes, hyperten-
sion, a previous heart attack,
and dependence on blood thin-

ners for his cardiac health.
Given his fragile cardiac
profile and advanced age, con-
ventional open surgery posed
significant risks. Following a
detailed assessment and multi-
disciplinary planning, the sur-
gical team at SPARSH
Hospital, Yelahanka, opted for
a Laparoscopic Left Lateral
Hepatectomy. This minimally

invasive approach allowed
removal of the tumour through
small incisions, significantly
reducing surgical trauma and
blood loss.

Dr. Raghavendra Babu,
Senior Consultant
Gastrointestinal and HPB
Surgery, GI Oncology & Liver
Transplantation at SPARSH
Hospital, Yelahanka, said,
"Treating liver cancer in an
elderly patient with a signifi-
cant cardiac history and mul-
tiple co-morbidities required a
highly cautious and well-
planned surgical approach. In
this case, the laparoscopic
technique helped reduce oper-
ative stress and supported
faster recovery, demonstrating
how minimally invasive sur-
gery can play an important

role in managing complex
cases safely."The procedure
was completed successfully,
and the patient showed encour-
aging recovery soon after sur-
gery. He was started on an oral
diet on the same day of the pro-
cedure, and his post-operative
recovery remained stable and
uneventful. He was discharged
within just two days - a remark-
able outcome that highlights the
potential value of minimally
invasive liver surgery in select-
ed elderly and highrisk
patients. This case underscores
the growing role of advanced
laparoscopic techniques in
managing complex liver condi-
tions, particularly among elder-
ly patients where reduced surgi-
cal stress and faster recovery
are especially critical.

Nirmala Jaggareddy Inducts Peddapur
Sarpanch, Leaders into Congress

Hyderabad TSIT: In a notable
political development, TGICC
Chairperson and DCC
President Nirmala Jaggareddy
inducted Peddapur village
Sarpanch Manisha Balraj
Goud along with several ward
members and local leaders into
the Congress party from the
BRS.

Ward members Patti Anasuya,
Bandaraju, and Padakandi
Srikanth, along with key vil-
lage leaders including
Anjaneyulu Goud, Narahari,
Rangani Shivakumar, Rangani
Kiran Goud, Chakrapani, Nalla
Ramesh, Vadla Niranjan,
Alivada Arun, MD Ashwak,
Salman, Magsood, M. Ravi,
Akhilesh Goud, Rakesh Goud,
Antham Santhosh, Shravan
Kumar, Hari Prasad, Rangani
Mallesh, and Sara Satish

Kumar, formally joined the
Congress in her presence.
Addressing the gathering, the
newly inducted leaders
expressed confidence that the
development of Peddapur vil-
lage would be accelerated
under the leadership of the rul-
ing Congress party.

The programme was attended
by PCC General Secretary
Topaji Anantha Kishan, CDC
Chairman Gadila Ram Reddy,
Sadashivpet Mandal Congress
President Siddanna,
Sarpanches Forum President
Oggu Srinivas, former Block
President Magdoom Patel,
Kambalapalli Bharathamma
Babu, Anjaneyulu, Peddapur
Deputy Sarpanch Sandeep, vil-
lage President Banda Arun,
Bikshapathi, Komaraiah, and
several party workers.
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VENKATESH GOUD TAKES CHARGE
AS SI OF PEBBER POLICE STATION

Wanaparthy, April 20:
Venkatesh Goud assumed
charge as the new Sub-
Inspector (SI) of Pebber
Police Station in
Wanaparthy district on
Sunday.

Hereplaces SI Yugandhar
Reddy, who has been trans-
ferred to the Nagarkurnool
District SP Office on VR
(voluntary retirement).
Prior to this posting,
Venkatesh Goud served as
SI at Lingala Police Station
in Nagarkurnool district.
He has earlier worked as
Town SI in Wanaparthy
and at Khilla Ghanpur
Police Station.

Known for his clean
record and dedicated ser-
vice, Venkatesh Goud
earned recognition for his
effective policing and coor-
dination with tribal com-
munities in the Nallamala
forest region. Locals
expressed confidence that
he would strengthen law
and order in the Pebber
mandal.On the occasion of
assuming charge, Pebber
Municipal Chairman AKKi
Susheela Srinivas Goud,
Jai Goud movement leader

ENSURE BETTER INFRASTRUCTURE FOR STUDENTS: COLLECTOR

Mulugu, April 20, TSIT:
District Collector, ITDA
In-charge Project Officer
Divakara RS directed the
concerned officials to pro-
vide better infrastructure to
the students, to pay special
attention to the schools and
hostels and to give high pri-
ority to the applications
received in the Girivani and
Prajavani programme. The
complainants who came to
the Prajavani-Girivani tribal
darbar programme at the
ITDA Eturunagaram meet-
ing hall on Monday present-
ed the petitions to the collec-

DIVAKARA TO OFFICIALS

tor themselves, voicing their
problems.The district collec-
tor received the complaints
from the people and sent
them to the officials of the
concerned department and
ordered them to resolve
them quickly.

96 complaints were received
for Girivani Tribal Darbar

programme, 26 for Prajavani
programme, total 122 com-
plaints. On this occasion, the
District Collector said that
the officials should pay spe-
cial attention to the schools
and hostels and monitor
them continuously and pre-
pare a comprehensive report
on the situation at the field
level. It has been clarified
that things like Kitchen,
store room, campus sur-
roundings, toilets, drinking
water accommodation
should be thoroughly exam-
ined and reports should be
submitted immediately.

SPECIAL FOGUS NEEDED ON CHILD HEALTH:
COLLECTOR HARICHANDANA DASARI

Hyderabad TSIT: District
Collector Harichandana
Dasari emphasized the
need for special attention
towards the health and
well-being of children in
child care institutions
across Hyderabad district.

During her visit to
Shishu Vihar at Ameerpet
on Monday, the Collector
distributed birth -certifi-

cates to children and
reviewed the facilities. She
directed officials to ensure
that all children are pro-
vided with essential docu-
ments, including birth cer-
tificates, caste certificates,
Aadhaar, and SADAREM
certificates in a timely
manner.

The Collector stated that
certificates have already

been distributed in
two phases, and a
total of 2,150 certifi-
cates will be issued
to children in 50
child care institu-
tions between
April 20 and 25. She
added that the pro-
cess is currently
underway at seven
centres across the
district.
In view of rising
summer tempera-
t ur e s ,
Harichandana
Dasari instructed
staff to take extra
precautions
regarding  chil-
dren’s health. She
stressed the impor-
tance of providing
nutritious food on time
and maintaining cleanli-
ness in children’s rooms
and surrounding areas.
RDO Ramakrishna,
Joint Director Moti, Child
Welfare Committee
Chairperson  Shailaja,
member Pramoda, CDPOs,
and Shishu Vihar staff
were present during the
visit.

VAIBHAV JEWELLERS OPENS 21ST SHOWROOM IN CHANDANAGAR

Chandanagar, Hyderabad:
Vaibhav Jewellers (M/s.
Manoj Vaibhav Gems N'
Jewellers Limited) inau-
gurated its 21st showroom
on Monday at ICRISAT
Colony, Main Road,
Chandanagar.

The brand already oper-
ates 20 stores across
Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The inau-
guration was performed
by Smt. Dr. Ch. Preeti
Reddy, Vice Chairman of

Malla Reddy
Vishwavidyapeeth;
actress Ms. Manasa

Varanasi; Dr. Anil Kumar,
IPS (ADGP Operations);
Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS
(Cyberabad CP); and
Kankatala Mallikarjuna
Rao, CMD of Kankatala

Textiles. The event was
held in the presence of
Smt. Bharata Mallika

Ratnakumari Grandhi,
CMD, and Sri Gontla
Rakhal, JMD of Vaibhav

Suguru Rajashekar Goud,
along with leaders from
various political parties
and members of the Goud
community, felicitated him
with shawls.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, leaders emphasized
that public cooperation
with the police is essential
to maintain peace and secu-
rity. They expressed hope
that Venkatesh Goud
would continue his dedi-
cated service and effective-
ly address local issues.
Wanaparthy district corre-
spondent of Praja Pratibha,
Ravi Shankar Goud, con-
gratulated the newly
appointed SI.

SANITATION IN GURUKULS
MUST BE IMPROVED:
COLLECTOR HAIMAVATHI

The South India Times
Husnabad Husnabad:
District  Collector K.
Haimavathi has issued direc-
tives to officials to enhance
sanitation standards across
all welfare educational insti-
tutions within the district,
emphasizing that Kitchens,
restrooms, classrooms, and
the entire school premises
must be maintained in a
state of continuous cleanli-
ness. As part of the 'Welfare
Week' activities—being con-
ducted this week under the
broader 'Praja Palana
Pragathi Pranalika' (People's
Administration and
Progress Plan) 99-day pro-
gram—she paid a surprise
visit on Monday to the Tribal
Welfare Boys' Gurukul
Schoollocated at Jillelagadda
in Husnabad Mandal. During
this visit, the Collector
inspected the school kitchen
and personally examined the
food being served to the stu-
dents. She expressed severe
dissatisfaction upon observ-
ing that the *Palakura
Pappu* (spinach dal)—
which was scheduled to be
on the menu—was extreme-
ly watery in consistency. She
lashed out at the kitchen
staff, demanding to know
why they had prepared
*Pachipulusu* (a raw tama-
rind soup) when it was not
listed on the menu, and ques-
tioned the audacity of serv-
ing *Pachipulusu* while
claiming it was *Rasam®*.
She ordered that
*Pachipulusu* must not be
served to the students and
directed that it be removed
immediately.

Jewellers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Preeti Reddy
praised the brand's exqui-
site craftsmanship and
said the expansion bene-
fits Chandanagar custom-
ers. Actress Manasa
Varanasi said she was
"super excited" to be part
of Vaibhav's journey of
32+ years of trust, 30+ mil-
lion happy customers,
and 3+ million designs.

J.Raghunath, Assistant
Vice President,
announced inaugural
offers: up to Rs.777 off per
gram on 916 Hallmark
gold jewellery, 100% off
on diamond making
charges, and no making
charges on silver items
and payals. He invited
customers to experience
world-class shopping at
the new showroom.
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EDITORIAL

Lights, Camera,

Sarkar

The neon-lit history of Tamil Nadu politics isn't written
in ink; it is etched in celluloid and projected at 24
frames per second. The silver screen has never been
just entertainment. It has been the primary incubator
for political power for over 50 years. The celluloid
screen is where a man's mythology is manufactured
before it is tested at the ballot box. The journey from
reel life to real life, from the cinema hall to the secre-
tariat is the climactic career arc. Joseph Vijay
Chandrasekhar, "Thalapathy," the Commander is the
newest debutante switching roles as the state heads to
the polls on April 23, 2026. Public attention will measure
his bid to be a real-life Jana Nayagan; this is Vijay's
riskiest production. It is moot whether Vijay is the new
Enga Veettu Pillai the state has yearned for or another
Puli whose roar fades after the show.

History is replete with many film stars aspiring to
aspire. Does Vijay have it? The gold standard for the
transition from films to politics is MGR - the celluloid
giant who turned films into a political laboratory. MG
Ramachandran - MGR, Makkal Thilagam, "Darling of
the People" evangelised as he acted. The films, the
script and the dialogues were verily aspiration wrapped
in ideology, ambition in motion. In Enga Veetu Pillai,
he said, "Once I take oath the poor will not suffer," and
Tamil Nadu roared in approval. He was the labourer-
messiah of the poor in Rickshaw Karan, the wandering
king of Nadodi Manan who delivered justice - a mani-
festo disguised in a double role. He was always the sub-
altern avatar, the mama's boy, the lady's saviour. By the
time he completed his two-decade internship in the
DMK, he was ready to step out of the reels and into real
life. He and his 80,000 fan clubs wrote a new script in
1972 forming the ATADMK.

His protege, Jayalalithaa, learnt at his feet and rose
from his leading lady to propaganda secretary to heir-
at-large. Jayalalithaa leveraged resilience from Adimai
Penn, to survive a brutal and public inheritance battle
after MGR's death. Her rise is an all-time masterclass
on capitalising opportunity in grief. Her grasp of poli-
tics and gravitas in administration enabled her to take
the seat of chief minister five times. Every welfare idea
of hers - Amma canteen or Amma medicine - is a legend
and has been dubbed in other states. Vijayakanth,
"Captain," had political acumen and challenged the sta-
tus quo. Displaying innate screen sense he arrived at
his party's launch in MGR's old van, positioning himself
as the dark-skinned avatar of MGR. He had done the
tutorials, paid obeisance to mass misery. Ramanaa,
Rajadhi Raja portrayed the patriotic, anti-corruption
hero who takes on a broken system with bare hands. In
real life he had the potential to disrupt the duopoly of
DMK-ADMK but his party, the DMDK which won 29
seats in 2011 lacked the cadre and organisation to lever-
age his halo.

The lesson from history is clear: the screen character
must morph into the street character, bleed and blend
into the landscape and yet retain the messianic pres-
ence. The transition is not easy nor is it automatic. For
years folks would quote Rajnikanth 'Naan late-aa vand-
halum, latest-aa varuvein". (Even if I come late, I will
come as the latest) from his hit Baba to argue, insist
that the mega star would join politics and that hope has
faded with the credits.

Like Rajnikanth aka Shivaji Gaekwad, Vijay has been
auditioning for the role, seen with folks from the
national parties and strategists of the regional parties.
The superstar brings with him an arsenal none of his
predecessors could imagine. Vijay arrives with an army
of Gen Z (and a chunk of millennial fans) who have
watched and whistled as he broke systems on screen.
Unlike Kamal Hassan, whose appeal was limited to the
cerebral types, Vijay straddles mass not class, rural and
urban appeal. However, he has rarely been heard before
his debut this year to speak on issues or take a stand.
Vijay and his team would like the voters to believe that
he has spoken through his films. Mersal attacked GST
and healthcare inequity, and the outrage only made it
more popular. Sarkar mobilised the "common man"
against dynastic corruption; its hero returns NRI
wealth and demands accountability. Master placed an
idealist inside a broken institution and asked whether a
flawed man could still be the right man. Kaththi was an
agrarian crisis wrapped in a mass entertainer. Bigil
used women's football as a metaphor for collective dig-
nity against caste and entitlement. There is a clear
attempt, at least in the titles, to forge a broad coalition.
Vijay consciously promoted the concept of whistle revo-
lution, egging folks to blow the whistle on wrongdoing,
a kind of vigilante reformer through his films, for some
time before he put up the first posters and founded the
TVK. His party shadow-marketed and tested his ideas;
his fan clubs won over a hundred seats in local body
polls. If private polls are to be believed Vijay and the
TVK are a draw among the 30 to 45 age band, those who
have voted for and experienced both Dravidian parties
and who ostensibly are looking for a third alternative.
The fact that his draw survives his and his party's mis-
steps -including the stampede in Karur- is a worry for
both the ATADMK and DMK fronts. Typical of Tamil
Nadu assessments of Vijay's prospects are tags based on
his hit or flop films; it ranges from being tagged as the
next Prashant Kishore-led Jan Suraj to a super dis-
rupter like Vijaykanth and DMDK. Pollsters are divided
on who the TVK will damage more - the anti-incumben-
cy votes which ATADMK is wooing or the minority and
youth votes DMK is betting on.

Vijay is challenged by a gap on his CV which cannot be
upskilled - the lack of an active internship and the
absence of an ideological north star is a glaring vulner-
ability. MGR had Dravidian foundationalism as his
political DNA. Jayalalithaa apprenticed under MGR for
over a decade before she bid for and seized the throne.
Vijaykanth confronted and then collaborated with the
Dravidian parties, Kamal Hasan tried the lateral entry.
Vijay is attempting to crash through the barricades. He
has played footsie with the Congress during the GST
drama, then with the AIADMK folks and again with
Congress. In Tamil Nadu, politicians cannot wait for
the dialogue to be written when confronted with ques-
tions such as Cauvery waters or imposition of Hindi.
His positioning, secular social justice, may offend
nobody but could end up inspiring none either given
the hard binaries holding Tamil Nadu politics.

Edit

Pakistan's Ever-
Saudi 'Lifeline' Has Its Limits

Pakistan's announcement of
Saudi Arabia extending a fresh
financial aid of an additional
USD 3 billion is being framed as
a geopolitical achievement, and
with good reason. The funds
arrived with a decision to
extend an existing USD 5 billion
deposit for an expanded term,
thus replacing the annual
rollover arrangement. The
breakthrough reportedly fol-
lowed a series of high-level
engagements, including a meet-
ing between Pakistan's Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, the governor of the
State Bank, Pakistan's envoy to
the US, and Saudi Arabia's for-
eign minister on the sidelines of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank
Spring Meetings in
Washington. The loan is expect-
ed to help PakKistan achieve its
target of taking its reserves to
USD 18 billion by the end of the
fiscal year.

THE TIMING

The Pakistani minister
acknowledged that the finan-
cial aid came at a critical junc-
ture for Pakistan's external
financial requirements, as it
will reinforce foreign
exchange reserves and sup-
port external accounts. This
also comes amid strict obliga-
tions under the current
International Monetary Fund
(IMF)-supported loan pro-
gramme. The announcement
comes at a time when Pakistan
was due to repay a total of USD
3.5 billion in debt to the UAE
by the end of April, after the
Gulf nation ended its rollover
support; Pakistan's reserves
stood at USD 16.4 billion as of
March 27. In January, while
addressing exporters and busi-
nessmen in  Islamabad,

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifhad said, "seek-
ing foreign loans had forced
Pakistan to 'bow' its head and
make compromises at the cost
of self-respect”. "How should I
describe the way we requested
loans from friendly countries?
The friendly countries didn't
disappoint us. But the one who
goes to seek a loan has their
head bowed. When you go
seeking loans, you pay the
price at the cost of your self-
respect. You have to compro-
mise... Sometimes, an undue
demand may come up, and
you have to implement it even
when there is no reason to ful-
fil it." The timing of the recent
announcement is not inciden-
tal, with Pakistan's economic

reprieve arriving as the coun-
try finds itself playing an
unusually key role as a media-
tor in the West Asian conflict
between Iran and the US and
Israel.

The combination of its Islamic
credentials, ties with stake-
holders, and Pakistan army
chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir's cultivation of a per-
sonal rapport with US
President Donald Trump has
opened a space for Pakistan to
function as an interlocutor.

MEDIATION

PERSONAL GAINS?
While the durable influence of
thismediation and its outcome
is yet to play out, the optics sig-
nal attempts to convert cur-

FOR

rent strategic positioning into
domestic gains. That said, to
treat this announcement as a
consequential movement in
the longer arc of the Saudi
Arabia-Pakistan relationship
would be short-sighted.
Historically, Pakistan
has served as a security part-
ner to Saudi Arabia in return
for the Kingdom's financial
assistance in times of acute
balance-of-payments  situa-
tions. For instance, Pakistan
stationed approximately 10,000
Pakistani troops in Saudi
Arabia in return for USD 1 bil-
lion in economic aid. Saudi
Arabia further offered conces-
sional loans to Pakistan to for-
tify its military in the late
1970s. The immediate gains
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for Pakistan are clear. Saudi
Arabia's recent support acts as
a short-term stabiliser for an
economically fragile Pakistan.
It further reinforces Pakistan's
standing as a state that retains
strategic relevance despite
internal weaknesses.
Internationally, Pakistan is
punching above its economic
weight by leveraging its strate-
gic assets to compensate for its
structural issues.

THE RENTIER MODEL

That said, Pakistan's utility as
a security provider to Saudi
Arabia as an interlocutor in
the West Asian conflict willnot
translate into long-term
resilience. The vicious cycle of
external dependence, with

recurring financial inflows
rather than facilitating struc-
tural reforms, is unlikely to
alter Pakistan's deep-rooted
reality. However, this will not
prevent Pakistan's signifi-
cance from diminishing for
Saudi Arabia, especially amid
insecurities among the Gulf
countries towards the US's
ability to provide security
guarantees.

Pakistan's geostrategic loca-
tion and its rentier state model
have worked favourably.
Added tothisisits statusas the
Muslim world's only nuclear
power and religious linkages.
Additionally, its significant
labour force also remains cru-
cial to Gulf economies.

While security and economic
relationships have historically
persisted, tectonic shifts in the
geopolitical landscape will sus-
tain a gap between what
Pakistan seeks from its Gulf
partners and their willingness
to offer it in an interest-driven
foreign policy environment. In
the context of Pakistan's dis-
pute with India, Saudi Arabia
is unlikely to take a partisan
stand on the Kashmir conflict -
this was seen in the Kingdom's
mediatory role in the recent
Pakistan-Taliban conflict

STUCK IN A LOOP

As such, the latest develop-
ment is less of a transforma-
tive moment and more a con-
tinuation of an established sys-
tem. It highlights Pakistan's
sustained relevance in West
Asia; it also underscores struc-
tural shortcomings of its finan-
cial, governance, and bureau-
cratic infrastructure. Even as
the country gains geopolitical
momentum, its economic
weaknesses will limit its
strategic potential.

What Data Can See,
And What It Cannot,
In Children's Lives

Across education sys-

tems today, data

plays an increasingly

central role in deci-
sion-making. It helps gov-
ernments track progress,
identify  gaps, allocate
resources, and strengthen
programmes at scale. Used
thoughtfully, data can illu-
minate patterns that would
otherwise remain invisible.
It can support accountability
and improve outcomes for
millions of children. But
there is a distinction we
must hold carefully. Data
can show us trends. It cannot
show us a whole child. This
matters because children's
development does not unfold
in neat, linear ways. It
moves through bursts, paus-
es, regressions, leaps, and
moments that resist meas-
urement altogether. A child
may appear disengaged in
one environment and deeply
curious in another. A learn-
er marked “behind” in one
metric may be thriving in
ways that the metric does
not capture. When systems
rely heavily on measurable
indicators, they inevitably
privilege what can be count-
ed. Attendance, completion
rates, assessment scores,
timelines. These are impor-
tant. But they are not com-
plete descriptions of learn-
ing or development. They do

not tell us whether a child
feels safe. They do not reveal
whether curiosity is grow-
ing. They cannot capture the
tone of a caregiver's voice or
the steadiness of an adult's
presence. One example
shared in a recent discus-
sion illustrates this clearly.
A child was assumed to be
struggling with colouring
tasks. Only later did a care-
giver notice that the child
disliked the sensation of
paint on their hands. The
issue was not ability. It was
sensory experience. No
dashboard would have
detected that without an
adult paying close attention
and interpreting what they
saw. This is where human
judgment remains indispen-
sable. Monitoring systems
are powerful tools. They can
strengthen delivery and
reveal where support is
needed. But they should not
be asked to do what they are
not designed to do. When
data is treated as a complete
picture rather than a partial
one, it can lead to premature
conclusions, especially
when applied early in a
child's life. Labels assigned
too quickly, “not ready,”
“delayed,” “behind”, can fol-
low children in ways that
shape expectations long
before their capacities have
had time to unfold.

4 suicides at National Institute

of Technology Kurukshetra

DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH

Prestigious Indian technical
education institutions, once
known as "dream factories,"
are now becoming factories of
mental stress for many young
people. The suicides of four
students within just two
months at the National
Institute of Technology,
Kurukshetra, Haryana, have
shocked the entire nation.
This is not just the end of four
lives, but the failure of a sys-
tem that is destroying talent
instead of nurturing it. These
incidents, which occurred
between February and April
2026, are not isolated incidents
but indicate a dangerous
chain—one incident follows
another, as despair spreads
from one person to the next.
Diksha Dubey's suicide note—
"T could not achieve any-
thing"—is not just the anguish
of one student, but a reflection
of a mindset in which achiev-
ing something has become the
ultimate goal of life. In India,
exams like JEE Mains and
JEE Advanced have long been
considered the key to success.
Millions of students work tire-
lessly for years to crack these
exams and gain admission to
institutions like the National
Institute of Technology,
Kurukshetra. But ironically,
admission to an institution,
considered a life's greatest
achievement, becomes a bat-
tleground for many students.
Once there, students must not
only excel academically but
also face the pressure of prov-
ing themselves on every front.
The 75% attendance rule, con-
stant assignments and proj-

ects, the stress of semester
exams, and the uncertainty of
placements—all of these add
up to an invisible but heavy
burden on students' minds.
This pressure isn't just aca-
demic, but also psychological
and social. When a student
who has been at the top of
their school or coaching class
suddenly finds themselves
among hundreds of talented
students, their self-image is
affected. Where they once con-
sidered themselves "the best,"
they now feel "average" or, at
times, "weak."

This change is mentally very
difficult for many students.
They are unable to accept
their failures and gradually
become victims of self-doubt
and inferiority complex. The
role of the family is also cru-
cial in this entire crisis. In
Indian society, education is
linked to social prestige.
Parents have high expecta-
tions for their children, and
this expectation often inadver-
tently turns into pressure.
National Crime Records
Bureau data shows that fami-
ly pressure is a major factor in
suicides among youth. This
pressure is especially acute

for students from economical-
ly disadvantaged back-
grounds. Their parents spend
a significant portion of their
limited income on their edu-
cation and expect success in
return. Therefore, if a student
fails to perform as expected
for any reason, they feel they
have let down not only them-
selves but their entire family.
Social media has further com-
plicated  this  situation.
Today's youth are constantly
surrounded by glimpses of
others' "success" and "happy
lives." The glitz and glamour
displayed on Instagram,
YouTube, and other platforms
creates a world far removed
from reality.

However, students begin to
compare themselves to others,
believing it to be real. When
they feel they fall short of this
"ideal life," dissatisfaction and
frustration grow within them.
French sociologist Emile
Durkheim viewed suicide not
just as an individual problem,
but as a social one. His theory
of "anomic suicide" suggests
that when societal norms and
expectations become unclear
or unbalanced, individuals
begin to feel isolated. This

same situation is evident in
many technical institutions
today. Students are placed in
an environment where high
expectations are placed on
them, but they lack adequate
emotional or social support.
As a result, they begin to
break down internally. This
problem is even more acute
for students from rural back-
grounds. They are suddenly
thrust into an environment
where the language, lifestyle,
and social behavior are all dif-
ferent. They find it difficult to
connect with those around
them. This isolation gradually
turns into isolation, and lone-
liness can become a major
threat to mental health. Many
students are unable to share
their problems with anyone
because they feel that doing so
is a sign of weakness. For
female students, this struggle
occurs on many levels. They
have to balance academics
with safety, social expecta-
tions, and self-reliance.

Often, they are made to feel
like they have to “prove”
themselves, not only as stu-
dents but also as women. This
dual pressure further impacts
their mental health.
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Bengaluru : The most
notable highlight of this
year’s Basava Jayanthi
— being celebrated on
Monday, 20th April - is
the launch of Vachanas
in seven foreign lan-
guages. The seven for-
eign languages in which
the Vachanas are being
launched are Chinese,
German, Japanese,
French, Spanish, Nepali
and English.

The Basava Samithi
press release stated that
with the launch of
Vachanas in the above
mentioned seven for-
eign languages, the
number of foreign lan-

guages in which the
Vachanas has been
launched will rise to
ten. In all, the Vachanas

has been trans-
lated and
launched in as
many as 37 lan-
guages (27
Indian languag-
es and 10 for-
eign languag-
es).
The Basava
Samithi will
also give
awards to three
eminent per-
sonalities.
While “Jnana
Dasoha Ratna”
award will be given to
noted social worker and
Nadoja Dr Wooday P
Krishna, the Life Time

Karnataka

Achievement Award
will be given to Dr
Vilasavathi S Khuba,
President of Kalaburgi
Basava Samithi. The
third award in the
name of Attavara Beedu
Sri Deva Alwa will be
given to Somashetty,
well-known artist, from
Bidar. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and
Deputy Chief Minister
D. K. Shivakumar are
scheduled to inaugu-
rate Basava Jayanthi
celebrations by gar-
landing the statue of
Lord Basaveshwara at
Basaveshwara Circle at
9.30 AM and then par-

Coordinated action vital for energy transition; K.J. George

Bengaluru : Energy Minister
K.J. George today stated that
along with policy and regula-
tion, coordinated and organised
efforts are essential for achiev-
ingenergy transition. Delivering
the valedictory address, the sec-
ond day of the international con-
ference titled “Sustainable
Energy, India Agenda 2047 -
New Thinking on Law, Policy
and Innovation for Energy
Security,” jointly organised in
Bengaluru by the
Commonwealth Legal Education
Association and the Energy
Department, he said that the
shift from conventional to
renewable energy sources must
move beyond ambition and be
implemented through struc-
tured action.“This conference
has provided a platform for
meaningful discussions among
the judiciary, policymakers,

regulators and industry. The
resolutions emerging from this
conference will play a key role in
shaping a sustainable energy
future,” he said.

“The guidance of Hon'’ble
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Surya Kant and the Hon’ble Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah played a
significant role in bringing
together key stakeholders from
the judiciary and the energy sec-

tor. Special thanks to Karnataka
High Court Chief Justice Vibhu
Bakhru and CLEA President
Prof. Dr. S. Shivakumar. The con-
tributions of distinguished
jurists, policymakers, industry
leaders and academic experts
from India and abroad have been
invaluable,” Energy Minister KJ
George said. “Karnataka will
continue its leadership by
expanding renewable energy,

strengthening storage systems,
and enhancing infrastructure.
We will work collaboratively to
support innovation in the renew-
able energy sector and achieve a
sustainable future. Our govern-
ment remains committed to pro-
viding affordable and quality
electricity to all,” Energy
Minister KJ George Added.
Supreme Court Justice Vikram
Nath; Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs HK. Patil;
Additional Chief Secretary of the
Energy Department Gaurav
Gupta; KPTCL Managing
Director Dr. Ram Prasath
Manohar; BESCOM Managing
Director Dr. N. Shivashankar;
and KREDL Managing Director
K.P. Rudrappaiah, along with
senior officials, members of the
judiciary, policymakers, and
industry leaders, were present at
the conference.

On Kannambra Arogya Grama Prakalpam (Part of Arogya Bharati Keralam) distributed " VIDYA NIDHI" for the needy
Student of Kannambra Village of Palakkad District. On the occasion Arogya Bharati Kannambra Co-ordinator Sri.
Bhuvandas, Sureshji and other members were present.

Chikkaballapur MP Dr.K. Sudhakar Seeks
Urgent Centre Intervention to address Crisis
Faced by Bangalore Rose Onion Farmers

New Delhi :
Chikkaballpaur MP Dr.
K. Sudhakar has drawn
the attention of the
Union Government to
the severe market crisis
faced by farmers culti-
vating the Bangalore
Rose Onion (GI Tag) in
the region.

In the wake of ongo-
ing geopolitical disrup-
tions in the Gulf region
leading to significant
supply chain con-
straints, export chan-
nels for this export-ori-
ented crop have been
adversely affected. This
has resulted in a sharp

decline in prices—from
Rs.1,200-Rs.1,500 per
bag to below Rs.100—
causing acute financial
distress to farmers.
Large quantities of per-
ishable produce remain
unsold, further aggra-
vating the situation.
Dr. Sudhakar has
written to the Union
Ministerfor Agriculture
& Farmers’ Welfare,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
seeking immediate
intervention through
appropriate market
support mechanisms,
including procurement
measures to prevent

distress sales and pro-
tect farmer interests.

In a separate commu-
nication to the Union
Minister for Commerce
& Industry, Piyush
Goyal, he has requested
urgent steps to facili-
tate access to alterna-
tive export markets,
along with necessary
logistical support and
export incentives to
restore the viability of
this crop.

He has also urged the
promotion of process-
ing infrastructure in
the region, including
dehydration and pick-
ling units under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY), to reduce
long-term dependence
on raw exports.
Emphasising the need
for timely and coordi-
nated action, Dr.
Sudhakar has expressed
confidence that the
Union Government will
extend the necessary
support to safeguard
the livelihoods of farm-
ers and stabilise the
market.

ticipate in a series of
programmes at
“Anubhava Mantapa”
auditorium at Basava
Samithi. The chief
guests of the pro-
gramme are K. H.
Muniyappa, Minister
for Food and Civil
Supplies and Ramalinga
Reddy, Minister for
Transport and Muzrai.
Rajendra Cholan, IAS,
Commissioner,

Bengaluru Central
Nagara Palike will
grace the occasion.
Aravind Jatti,
President, Basava
Samithi will preside

over the celebrations.
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“Basava Samithi to launch Vachanas in seven  Video Conference Meeting on
toreign languages on Basava Jayanthi Day”

Review of Census-2027 Progress

Bengaluru: A video
conference meeting was
held to review the prog-
ress of works being car-
ried out under
Census-2027 by the
Bengaluru North City
Corporation, as per the
directions of
Commissioner Shri
Pommala Sunil Kumar.
The meeting was chaired
by Smt. Pallavi,
Additional
Commissioner (Revenue
—In-charge).

During the meeting, a
comprehensive review of
the progress of census
activities in each charge
was undertaken. Officials

presented updates on
house mapping, number-
ing, and field mapping,
and were directed to com-
plete these tasks within
the stipulated timeline.

The functioning of the
mobile application used
for census operations
was also reviewed. Issues
related to the app were
discussed, and instruc-
tions were issued to
resolve them at the earli-
est.

Speaking during the
meeting, the Additional
Commissioner instruct-
ed all officials to carry
out their duties respon-
sibly and to work in

coordination with one
another. Necessary
directions were issued
to ensure that census
operations are conduct-
ed smoothly without
any disruptions.

It was also informed
that such review meet-
ings will be conducted
daily at 5:00 PM, and all
concerned officials must
attend without fail.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioners of Zones
1 and 2, Revenue Officers,
Assistant Revenue
Officers, Charge Officers,
and Additional Charge
Officers.

BWSSB to turn sewage into Rs.120 crore revenue

: In a revolutionary step
towards sustainable urban
water management and the
circular economy, under the
visionary guidance and
leadership of the
Honourable Deputy Chief
Minister, the &

Chairman has issued
instructions to expand and
install this cutting-edge
project wherever bio-digest-
ers are currently present at
STPs across the city.
Currently, most biogas at
these STPs is used for in-
situ power generation,
while one facility simply
flares the gas. The project
proposes to upgrade this
raw biogas into meeting
national standards for injec-
tion into the or useasa

clean transport fuel. By
shifting from electricity off-
setting to revenue-generat-
ing biogas conversion,
about is the estimated addi-
tional revenue potential for.
Executed under a robust
model, the private conces-
sionaire will bear the entire
capital expenditure along
with all operational and
maintenance costs, ensur-
ing absolute zero financial
risk for . The board will
provide approximately ,

of land within STP premis-
es for project operations,
without the creation or
transfer of any land owner-
ship.Beyond financial gains,
this initiative acts as a mas-
sive boost to the energy
security of Bengaluru.

While India currently
remains largely energy-
dependent, converting
waste gas across the coun-
try without any government
expenditure can generate
substantial wealth and pave
the way for national energy
independence. This
Bengaluru initiative is per-
fectly positioned to become
a for other Indian cities to
replicate. Highlighting this
extraordinary financial and
environmental triumph,
Chairman. stated, "Under
the continued guidance and
leadership of the
Honourable Deputy Chief
Minister, we are literally
turning waste into a mas-
sive source of wealth.
Processing of sewerage

water makes this the biggest
and most ambitious project
of its kind in India. This
brilliantly structured

model allows us to generate
over in fresh revenue with-
out investing a single rupee
in capital or operations. It is
a monumental win that dra-
matically boosts our financial
health, enhances our city's
energy security, and sets a
powerful national model for
India's journey toward ener-
gy ndependence."Paving the
way for this historic initia-
tive, the State Cabinet recent-
ly granted formal approval
for the biogas purification
and compression project, offi-

cially authorizing  to pro-
ceed with this - conces-
sion agreement.

DMK’s Political Expediency Sacrifices
Southern Interests: H.D. Kumaraswamy

New Delhi Union
Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy has

alleged that the political
expediency of the DMK
has come at the cost of the
larger interests of south-
ern states. Addressing a
press conference at his
official residence in New
Delhi, he stated that the

DMK, after initially
expressing support for
key Constitutional

Amendment Bills, subse-
quently reversed its posi-
tion, thereby depriving
southern states of a sig-
nificant and beneficial
opportunity.

He further remarked
that both the DMK and
the Congress have been

creating unwarranted
confusion and apprehen-
sion among the public on
the issue. Referring to a
recent meeting convened
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, he noted that
leaders of the DMK were
adequately briefed on the
Women’s Reservation
Bill and delimitation pro-
posals, and that there had
been no immediate oppo-
sition at the time. He
pointed out that Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Shri
M.K. Stalin had even sug-
gested convening a
Parliamentary session in
June to pass these Bills,
which indicated tacit
approval. However, he
alleged that the DMK

later withdrew support
due to political consider-
ations.

Union Minister
Kumaraswamy asserted
that claims of injustice to
southern states arising
from these amendments
are unfounded. On the
contrary, he argued that
the DMK’s reversal has
itself caused disadvantage
to the region. He ques-
tioned why Chief
Ministers of Karnataka,
Telangana, and Andhra
Pradesh did not raise
objections if the proposals
were indeed detrimental,
noting that N.
Chandrababu Naidu had,
in fact, extended open sup-
port.Highlighting  the

Centre’s approach, he
explained that the propos-
als aimed to ensure equi-
table representation by
increasing Lok Sabha
seats across all states by
approximately 50%, there-
by safeguarding the inter-
ests of states that have per-
formed well in population
control and policy imple-
mentation. He stated that
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had presented
these details comprehen-
sively in Parliament, leav-
ing no scope for ambigui-
ty. Despite this, he alleged
that the Congress, driven
by political motives, mis-
led its allies and the public,
thereby derailing a signifi-
cant reform.

We Are Brothers Fighting to Protect Pride of South India:

Krishnagiri (TSIT):
Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar,
described the people of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
as brothers fighting together
to protect the pride of South
India. Speaking at an election
rally in Thally assembly con-
stituency in Krishnagiri dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, he said,
“We are all brothers to each
other. We are merely divided
by state boundaries. Today,
we are all fighting together to
protect the pride of South
India."

"Thally is an assembly con-
stituency bordering
Karnataka. It shares a bound-
ary with my constituency of
Kanakapura. There are quite
a few Kannadigas here. Even
though I invited many people
from this area who own land
in my constituency to regis-
ter their votes there, they
chose to keep your votes
here, saying that candidate
Ramachandra takes good
care of them. After I became
the Congress party president,
I asked Ramachandra about
measures taken for the wel-
fare of his people. Based on
the information he gave, I,
Ramalinga Reddy,
Siddaramaiah and others dis-
cussed it and implemented
the five guarantee schemes

in our state," he said.

"There was a BJP double-
engine government in
Karnataka. Modi and all BJP
leaders had promised 'Achhe
Din'. They made you open
Jan Dhan accounts, promis-
ing to deposit Rs.15 lakh into
your accounts. Did that
money ever come to you? But
we gave the promise of Five
Guarantees. We provided
free bus travel for women
across the state, Rs.2,000 per
month for women from poor
families, free electricity up to
200 units, 10 kg of rice, and
unemployment allowance of
up to Rs.3,000 for the unem-
ployed," he said.

*Under Modi, gas cylin-
ders are gone and firewood
stoves are back*

"Under Modi, cooking gas
is gone and firewood stoves

have made a comeback.
Prices of essential commodi-
ties have skyrocketed.
Therefore, a promise has
been made to give Rs.8,000 for
the purchase of essential
household items. DMK and
Congress are parties that
keep their word. In our state,
we provide free electricity to
farmers. Similarly, we have
promised meter-free pump
sets for farmers in your state.
We have announced Rs.2,000
through old-age pension for
senior citizens and Rs.2,500
for the differently-abled,” he
added.“The DMK-led govern-
ment is functioning under
the guidance of Periyar. His
mother tongue was Kannada,
yet he fought for the Tamil
language. Masti Venkatesha
Iyengar's mother tongue was
Tamil but he wrote in

DCM D K Shivakumar to TN voters

Kannada. Modi has been in
power for 12 years — has he
kept even one promise? No. It
is the Congress government
that has implemented people-
friendly schemes such as free
rice distribution, Anganwadi
programmes, ASHA worker
programmes, land to the til-
ler, and free electricity,” he
said.“The BJP is like an
empty basket — all empty
words. Former BJP State
president Annamalai had
served in our state, but the
BJP has unfortunately cast
him aside. He has not been
given a ticket also. Now the
ATADMK has said that if you
keep him, we won't even
come near you," he noted.

“Only Congress and DMK
can fill people's stomachs and
change their lives*

"If BJP had confidence in
winning, would they have
gone along with AIADMK?
Another new party wants to
become like MGR. All that
works on the cinema screen
— it won't work here in real
politics. The only party that
ensures people's stomachs
are full and brings change to
their lives is DMK and Stalin.
In five years, they have built
many roads, bridges, schools,
and hospitals. It must not be
forgotten that it is Stalin's
government that prioritised

investment and private job
creation, and decided to give
75% of jobs to locals," he said.

"We and you are all from
the same household — there
is only a wall between us.
Whatever the BJP does, they
are like scissors that divide
society; we are like a needle
that stitches everyone togeth-
er,” he said.

We are the ones who gave
50% reservation to women in
Panchayats

The Central BJP govern-
ment had conspired to reduce
the share of Lok Sabha seats
for South Indian states. We
defeated that. Even though
we agreed to give 33% politi-
cal reservation to women,
they tried to sideline us in
elections. Leaders of the
INDIA alliance — including
Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun
Kharge, and Stalin — came
together and blocked that
bill. It must not be forgotten
that it is the Congress party
that gave 50% reservation to
women in Panchayats. We
are committed to giving
women 33% reservation.
This is our principle," he
said. "Previously, you elected
Ramachandra with a margin
of 56,000 votes. The people of
Kanakapura elected me over
Ashok by a margin of 1.23
lakh votes.
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DEATH TOLL RISES TO 25 IN
VIRUDHUNAGAR FIRECRACKER
FACTORY EXPLOSION

VIRUDHUNAGAR: The
death toll has climbed to 25
in the devastating explosion
at a firecracker manufactur-
ing unit in Kattanarpatti
near Virudhunagar in Tamil
Nadu, officials said on
Monday. The blast occurred
on Sunday at the Vanaja
Firecracker Factory, owned
by Muthu Manickam of
Govindanallur, which was
operating with a valid
Revenue Divisional Officer
(RDO) licence.

According to initial
reports, more than 30 work-
ers were present inside the
facility at the time of the inci-
dent, engaged in routine fire-
cracker production activi-
ties. Officials said the explo-
sion was triggered by fric-
tion during the manufactur-
ing process, leading to a sud-
den ignition of explosive
materials. The impact was so
intense that at least four
rooms of the factory were
completely destroyed. The
sound of the explosion was
reportedly heard up to 10
kilometres away, underscor-
ing the magnitude of the
blast.

Earlier on Sunday, 23
charred bodies were recov-
ered from the scene.

Meanwhile, more than 12
injured individuals are cur-

rently undergoing treatment
at the Virudhunagar
Government Medical College
Hospital; among them, two
women succumbed to their
injuries on Monday morning
despite medical treatment.
The deceased have been
identified as Panchavarnam
and Pechiammal.

Death toll rises to 25 in
Virudhunagar firecracker
factory explosion

Tamil Nadu: At least 23
killed in massive explosion
at Virudhunagar firecracker
unitBased on a complaint
filed by Vanitha, the admin-
istrative officer of the
Kattinarpatti facility, the
Vachakarapatti police have
registered a case against
Easwari and her husband,
Muthumanickam (the couple
who operated the factory),
under four different sections
of the law.

Four special police teams
have been formed to search
for the couple, who are cur-
rently absconding. As of
now, with the death toll
standing at 25, 21 bodies
have been identified, and
the post-mortem examina-
tions for them have been
completed. The process of
identifying the remaining
four bodies is currently
underway.

Tamil Nadu

AAP leader Kejriwal says he shares
common vision with CM Stalin

CHENNATI: Party, Arvind
National convener Kejriwal, on
of the Aam Aadmi Monday said he healthcare,

shared a common
vision for education,

women’s empower-
ment with Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin.
Kejriwal, former

chief minister of
Delhi, who is in the
city to campaign for
the DMK-led Secular
Progressive Alliance
candidates along
with the chief minis-
ter today, said both
have always learnt
from each other.“I
deeply appreciate
the impact his dedi-
cated governance
has created in trans-
forming the lives of
the people of Tamil
Nadu,” Kejriwal said
in a post on the
social media plat-
form after calling on

and Stalin.

Defeat ‘slave’ alliance, respond to BJP’s betrayal,
Udhayanidhi tells people

Udhayanidhi, who is also DMK youth wing secretary, claimed that the DMK government under
Chief Minister M K Stalin had ensured development across all sectors throughout the state inspite
of the “fiscal” hardship imposed by the Centre.

CHENNALI: Tamil Nadu Deputy
Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Monday urged the peo-
ple to defeat the ‘slave’ alliance
and ensure a resounding win for
the DMK-led SPA in the April 23
Assembly elections.

Addressing a poll campaign at
Thiruvottiyur here in support of
CPI (M) candidate L. Sundararaj,
he said the people should respond
to the alleged “betrayal” of the
BJP government at the Centre for
causing a financial crisis in Tamil
Nadu. “Ensure the defeat of the
slave alliance in Tamil Nadu.
April 23 is the time to give a fitting
reply to the BJP government,” he
urged the people, apparently refer-

ring to the AIADMK’s alliance
with the BJP as “slave” alliance.
Udhayanidhi, who is also DMK
youth wing secretary, claimed
that the DMK government under

Chief Minister M K Stalin had
ensured development across all
sectors throughout the state
inspite of the “fiscal” hardship
imposed by the Centre.

The Thiruvottiyur Assembly
constituency was won by the
DMK, which is leading the Secular
Progressive Alliance, in the previ-
ous Assembly election, but was
given to the CPI(M) during the
seat-sharing deal between the two
parties. At the rally, Udhayanidhi
said with 48 hours left for the elec-
tion campaign to conclude, the
party members should further
intensify their campaign and
explain to the people why the SPA
should come to power again.
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TIRUCHY: They are not
asking for doles but solu-
tions; not gifts, but support;
not attention-grabbing
announcements but sensi-
ble steps to save their lives
and facilitate livelihood.
For the thousands of fisher-
men spread across the
coastal region of Tamil
Nadu, the upcoming
Assembly election in Tamil
Nadu, which has coincided
with the 61-day annual fish-
ing ban period this year, is
a time to raise their voice
- and also to make sure
that they are heard.

As per the Tamil Nadu
Marine Fishing Regulation
Act 1983, fishing is banned
for 61 days every year dur-
ing the breeding season to
protect marine wealth and
ensure its sustainability.
Tamil Nadu Marine
Fishing Regulation Act
enforces this ban every
year from April 15 to June
14 in the East Coast and
from June 1 to July 31 in
Kanniyakumari district.
Most of the 14 coastal dis-
tricts in the State fall under
the first period of the ban,
during which fishing by
mechanised boats and
trawlers is prohibited.

While the science behind

Patchy approach
won't work, offer permanent
solutions: Fishers

the ban is clear, the fisher-
men here do not agree with
the schedule. A
Rajamanickam, president
of Thanjavur Mechanised
Boat Owners Association
said they have been appeal-
ing to successive govern-
ments to change the ban
period to October-
November, which is not
conducive for breeding.
“Citing breeding season,
the authorities enforce the
ban during the summer
months. However, the actu-
al breeding season is dur-
ing the monsoon, between
November and December.
Salinity and temperature
are high in April and May,
which affects fish breed-
ing,” he explained the
rationale behind the
demand to change the ban
period. Fishers from across
the State have submitted
representations to various
governments in this
regard. “Even when they
come seeking votes, no
party is willing to give an
assurance on this long-
pending demand. They
only talk about monetary
assistance during the ban.
But that would help us only
temporarily,”
Rajamanickam said.

Al study of Reddit posts reveals possible
new side effects of weight loss drugs

GLP-1 receptor agonists are
popular weight loss drugs
that help manage obesity and
type 2 diabetes. There is a
growing demandTrusted
Source for GLP-1-based ther-
apies, with research suggest-
ing roughly 1 in 8 U.S. adult-
sTrusted Source report hav-
ing ever used GLP-1 medica-
tion, with 6% currently
using such drugs.

Common side effects of
GLP-1 drugs are those of a
gastrointestinal nature, such
as nausea, vomiting, diar-
rhea, and constipation.
Research suggests these
adverse events may occur in
40 to 85% of people. Health
experts advise that people
can make dietary adjust-
ments to help reduceTrusted
Source these side effects.

Although many of these
side effects are mild to mod-
erate in severity and gener-
ally resolve shortly, adverse
events remain a common
cause of discontinuing the
drug.

While these side effects are
well-documented, many peo-
ple also often report anec-
dotal adverse events while
using GLP-1 drugs.

Now, a new study pub-
lished in Nature
HealthTrusted Source used
Al to analyze social media
posts and uncovered patient-
reported side effects linked
to these medications that
may not yet be fully captured
in clinical trials.

Key GLP-1 findings from social
media data

Led by researchers from the
University of Pennsylvania, the
study examined more than
400,000 Reddit posts from nearly
70,000 users discussing GLP-1
receptor agonists, including
semaglutide and tirzepatide.

The analysis identified two
main symptom categories that
may warrant further investiga-
tion. These included reproduc-
tive symptoms, including irregu-

lar menstrual cycles and unex-
pected bleeding, and tempera-
ture-related issues, such as chills,
hot flashes, and feeling unusually
cold. Additionally, fatigue
emerged as a frequently dis-
cussed symptom, despite being
less prominent in clinical trial
data. Commonly recognized side
effects, such as gastrointestinal
symptoms, were also widely
reported, lending credibility to
the approach.

“Some of the side effects we
found, like nausea, are well
known, and that shows the meth-
od is picking up a real signal,”
said senior author Sharath
Chandra Guntuku in a press
release. “The underreported
symptoms are leads that came
from patients themselves,
unprompted, and clinicians could
potentially pay attention to
them.” The study highlights a
growing field, sometimes referred
to as computational social listen-
ing, where Al tools analyze large
volumes of online content to iden-
tify health trends.

Historically, this approach has
been limited by the difficulty of
interpreting how individuals
describe symptoms in their own
words. Mapping these descrip-
tions to standardized medical ter-

minology can be time consuming.
However, recent advances in
large language models make it
possible to process such data at
scale, enabling researchers to
analyze patterns across hundreds
of thousands of posts more effi-
ciently and consistently.

Surprising GLP-1 side effects

Commenting on which newly
identified symptoms were the
most surprising, Neil Sehgal, ME,
MS, the study’s first author and a
doctoral student advised by
Guntuku and Lyle Ungar, PhD,
told Medical News Today:\
“When you consider that we'’re
looking at a mixed-gender sample
on Reddit, and that Reddit skews
male, the true rate among women
taking these medications could
potentially be higher,” Sehgal
said. “Fatigue was also the sec-
ond most commonly reported
symptom overall, but has met
relatively few reporting thresh-
olds in existing trials. This gap
between what patients are self-
reporting online and what gets
captured in trials is really what
motivated this whole line of
work,” he added.

Why clinical trials may miss
some symptoms

Clinical trials remain the gold
standard for identifying drug

safety issues. However, they may
not always capture the full range
of patient experiences.

Typically, trials are designed
to detect the most serious or com-
mon adverse effects. As such,
they may overlook symptoms
that individuals find bothersome
but less dangerous, or that occur
less frequently.

“Clinical trials generally iden-
tify the most dangerous side
effects of drugs,” adds co-author
Ungar. “But they can fail to find
what symptoms patients are most
concerned about; even though
social media is not necessarily
representative, a large collection
of posts may reflect additional
concerns.”

Still, the researchers empha-
size that these findings do not
prove causation. They highlight
that the study only shows that
users reported these symptoms
while taking the medications, not
that the GLP-1 drugs directly
caused them.

The research team suggests
there may be plausible biological
reasons behind some of the
reported symptoms.

GLP-1 drugs are thought to act
on the hypothalamus, a region of
the brain that regulates hor-
mones, body temperature, and

energy balance. Therefore, this
could potentially explain reports
of menstrual problems and tem-
perature fluctuations.

However, more rigorous, con-
trolled studies are necessary to
determine whether GLP-1 medi-
cations are truly responsible.

Why negative Reddit posts
don’t paint the whole picture

The study authors caution that
Reddit users are not representa-
tive of the general population.
The platform tends to skew
younger, more male, and more
U.S.-based than the broader popu-
lation of people taking GLP-1
medications. As a result, the find-
ings may not reflect the experi-
ences of all individuals.

“The most important challenge
is understanding what we've
actually found. There are a few
things that make that tricky,”
Sehgal told MNT. “Second, we
can’t say anything about causali-
ty. When someone reports a men-
strual irregularity while taking
one of these drugs, we don’t know
if the drug caused it,” Sehgal con-
tinued.

“The way I'd summarize all of
this is that our findings are best
thought of as signals worth inves-
tigating further, not conclusions.
We're pointing in directions that
we think deserve more rigorous
follow-up, not closing the case on
anything,” he concluded.

Additionally, one of the study
authors reports receiving an
investigator-initiated grant, on
behalf of the University of
Pennsylvania, from Novo
Nordisk and receiving consulting
fees from Currax
Pharmaceuticals, LLC.

Social media could help moni-
tor drug safety

The research team hopes
their findings will encourage
clinicians and regulators to pay
closer attention to patient-
reported experiences shared
online. They also hope to
expand future studies beyond
Reddit to include other plat-
forms and more diverse popula-
tions, as well as non-English-
language data.

What is DNA and how
does it impact health?

DNA is a biological molecule that contains the instruc-
tions an organism needs to function, develop, and repro-
duce. It is present in all forms of life on earth and contains
each organism’s genetic code.Virtually every cell in the
body contains deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). It is the
genetic code that makes each person unique. DNA carries
the instructions for the development, growth, reproduc-
tion, and functioning of all life.Differences in the genetic
code are why one person has blue eyes rather than brown,
why birds only have two wings, or why giraffes have long
necks. Differences or mutations in the genetic code can
also lead to susceptibility to certain diseases. This article
will break down the basics of DNA, what it is made of, how
it works, and how it impacts health.In short, DNA is a long
molecule that contains each person’s unique genetic code.
It holds the instructions for building the proteins essential
for the body’s function.DNA instructions pass from parent
to child, with roughly half of a child’s DNA originating
from the father and half from the mother. Not only do
nearly all cells in the body contain DNA, but the DNA in a
single cell would span over 2 metersTrusted Source long if
unraveled and stretched end-to-end.

How is DNA structured?

DNA is a two-stranded molecule that appears twisted,
giving it a unique shape referred toTrusted Source as the
double helix. Each of the two strands is a long sequence of
nucleotides. These are the individual units of DNA, and

they are made of:
a phosphate molecule

a sugar molecule called deoxyribose, containing five

carbons

a nitrogen-containing region

There are four types of nitrogen-containing regions
called bases, includingTrusted Source:

adenine (A)
cytosine (C)
guanine (G)
thymine (T)

The order of these four bases forms the genetic code,
which is the instructions for life. The bases of the two
strands of DNA are stuck together to create a ladder-like
shape. Within the ladder, A sticks to T, and G sticks to C to
create the “rungs.” The length of the ladder forms through

the sugar and phosphate groups.

What is a gene?

Each length of DNA that codes for a specific protein is
called a gene. For instance, one gene codes for the protein
insulin, the hormone that helps control blood sugar levels.
Humans have around 20,000 genesTrusted Source, although
estimates vary. It is believed that only about 1% of DNA is
made up of protein-coding genes. Scientists know less
about the function of the remaining 99% of DNA but
believe them to be involved in regulating transcription
and translation. Chromosome 1 is the largest and contains
around 2,800 genesTrusted Source. The smallest is chro-
mosome 22 with around 750 genes.

How does DNA work?

Most DNA lives in cell nuclei, and some exists in mito-
chondria, which are the powerhouses of cells. Because
humans have so much DNA and the nuclei are so small,
DNA needs to be packaged incredibly neatly. Strands of
DNA loop, coil, and wrap around proteins calledTrusted
Source histones. In this coiled state, the DNA is called

chromatin.
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Oil prices rise after Trump
says Iranian ship seized

AGENCY

Tehran: Global oil prices
have jumped after US
President Donald Trump
said its navy had intercept-
ed and seized an Iran-
flagged cargo ship. The
Brent crude benchmark oil
price jumped 5% to around
$95 (£70) a barrel, reversing
the slump on Friday when
Iran said the Strait of
Hormuz would be "com-
pletely open" to commercial
vessels for the remainder of
the ceasefire. On Saturday,
Iran said it was closing the
strait again and that any
ship that approached it
would be targeted. The
waterway is of key impor-
tance as usually about 20%
of the world's oil and lique-
fied natural gas passes
through it. Energy markets
have seen wild swings since
the US and Israel attacked
Iran on 28 February and
Tehran responded with
threats to target shipping in
the strait. Trump has said
his representatives will be
in Pakistan on Monday for
negotiations. A  White
House official said Vice-
President JD Vance would
lead the US delegation. But
Iran's state media said

Business

Tehran had "no plans for
now to participate" in the
talks, although Iranian offi-
cials have not clarified the
country's position yet. "Oil
markets continue to gyrate
in response to oscillating
social media posts by the US
and Iran, rather than the
realities on the ground
which remain challenging
for oil flows to resume in a
rapid fashion", analyst Saul
Kavonic from financial
services firm MST Marquee
told the BBC. "This is all

part of negotiations, physi-
cally playing out in real
time on the Strait of
Hormuz." Shanti Kelemen,
co-chief investment officer
at 7 Investment
Management, said there
was "a bit of fatigue" in the
market given the "chopping
and changing" in the situa-
tion. "I think the market
stopped Dbelieving the
words, and will look more
towards the actions," she
told the BBC. The Strait of
Hormuz remained closed on

Sunday, a day after the
Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) said it was
ending a temporary reopen-
ing over the US blockade,
which it said violated the
terms of their ceasefire
agreement. Iran said it
would stay closed until the
US ended its naval blockade.
Trump had said on Friday
that the naval blockade
would continue until a deal
was agreed by the two coun-
tries. Stock markets were
mixed on Monday. In

Europe, the FTSE 100 index
of the biggest firms listed in
the London fell 0.7%, while
Germany's Dax and
France's Cac 40 were both
down more than 1%.
However, Asian markets
had risen earlier, with
Japan's Nikkei index clos-
ing up 0.6% and South
Korea's Kospi climbing
0.4%. Energy prices have
seen volatile trading since
the start of the Iran war.
Brent crude, a benchmark
for oil futures prices, was
trading at around $70 per
barrel before the conflict.
On 9 March it reached
almost $120. Futures con-
tracts are an agreement to
buy or sell assets at a set
price on a specified date in
the future.

The Brent futures contract
currently being quoted is
for crude oil to be delivered
in June. The conflict has
triggered a global energy
crisis with prices rising
sharply, while some coun-
tries are facing fuel short-
ages. Asia has been hit par-
ticularly hard as the region
relies on shipments that
usually pass through the
Strait of Hormuz for around
90% of its energy needs.

AGENCY

Mumbai: Indian equity
benchmarks ended little
changed after a topsy-turvy
trade on Monday amid weak
global cues over renewed ten-
sions in the middle east. The
NSE Nifty 50 and the BSE
Sensex ended marginally
higher at 24,364 and 78,520.30
respectively. Tensions
between the US and Iran
increased after attacks on
commercial ships near the
Strait of Hormuz. The US said
its Navy fired on an Iranian
container ship in the Gulf of
Oman and later took custody
of the vessel after it attempted
to cross anaval blockade. The
action followed an earlier
tanker attack in the Strait of
Hormuz, where ships were
hit during the weekend.
Meanwhile, Crude oil prices
climbed on Monday. West
Texas Intermediate futures
rose nearly 7% to $89.53 a bar-
rel, while Brent crude gained
6.2% to $96.05 a barrel.
Elsewhere, US index futures
traded lower, indicating a
weak start for Wall Street.
Dow Jones futures fell 358
points, or 0.72%. S&P 500
futures declined 0.58%, while
Nasdag-100 futures slipped
0.53%. Indian benchmark
indices ended little changed
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Nifty Ends Little Changed Amid
Renewed US-Iran Tensions, Sensex
Falls 500 Points From Day's High

after a volatile session on
Monday as weak global cues
and renewed Middle East ten-
sions kept sentiment cau-
tious. The Nifty 50 closed
marginally higher at 24,364,
while the Sensex ended at
78,520.30. Markets tracked ris-
ing tensions between the US
and Iran after attacks on com-
mercial ships near the Strait
of Hormuz. Crude prices
climbed sharply, with WTI
up nearly 7% and Brent gain-
ing 6.2%. US futures also trad-
ed lower, pointing to a weak
Wall Street start. The Nifty 50
ended lower by over 0.1% and
closed below the 24,350 mark.
Jio Financial and Hindalco
were the top losers in the

index, both falling more than
2.25%. Broader markets
underperformed the bench-
mark. Nifty MidCap 150
ended down 0.3%, while Nifty
SmallCap 250 fell over 0.5%.
PI  Industries, Godfrey
Phillips, IEX and GMDC
were among the key losers.
Sectoral trends were mixed.
Nifty Media and Nifty PSU
Bank rose more than 0.5%,
led by Zee Entertainment,
Bank of Maharashtra and
SBI. Nifty IT was the worst
performer, down nearly 1%,
with Persistent Systems and
Coforge among the top drags.
US index futures traded
lower, indicating a weak start
for Wall Street.

Nestle Dividend Announcement: How
Much Shareholders May Receive?

AGENCY

Mumbai: Nestle India's
FY26 dividend is estimated
at Rs 14.56 per share,
according to Bloomberg
data. The forecast puts the
company's payout in focus
after recent years delivered
mixed outcomes against
Street expectations. The
analyst range is wide.
Among analysts tracked by
Bloomberg, the lowest esti-
mate stands at Rs seven per
share, while the highest
estimate is Rs 32 per share.
During the ongoing finan-
cial year, Nestle had
already announced an
interim dividend of Rs 7 per
share. The estimates matter
because dividend trends
often shape investor expec-
tations on shareholder
returns. A payout near the
consensus forecast would
mark a rise from the Rs 13.5
per share dividend
announced for FY25.
Dividend Announcements
To Watch This Week:
Infosys, HCLTech, Oracle
Financial Services, IEX
Among 57 Stocks — Check
Estimates, Potential Yield
Mixed Trend Nestle India's

actual dividend announced
for FY25 stood at Rs 13.5 per
share, marginally above the
Bloomberg estimate of Rs
13.26 per share. The compa-
ny spent Rs 2,458.6 crore on
dividends in that year. In
FY24, the company
announced Rs 7.75 per
share against an estimate of
Rs 21.28 per share. Dividend
spending for the year stood
at Rs 1,494.4 crore. Between
FY21 and FY24, the divi-

dend announced had mar-
ginally missed Bloomberg
estimates, based on the data
provided. Past Payouts For
FY22, Nestle India
announced a dividend of Rs
11 per share versus an esti-
mate of Rs 11.1 per share.
The amount spent on divi-
dend was Rs 2,024.73 crore.
For FY21, the company
announced Rs 10 per share
against an estimate of Rs
10.18 per share, while divi-

dend outgo stood at Rs
1,928.3 crore. For FY20,
Nestle India declared Rs 10
per share compared with an
estimate of Rs 9.63 per
share. In FY19, it
announced Rs 17 per share
against an estimate of Rs
10.16 per share, with Rs
5,032.9 crore spent on divi-
dends. Bloomberg estimates
data were not available for
FY23. The company
announced a dividend of Rs
14 per share in that year.
Key Watch Investors will
track whether Nestle India
delivers a payout above
consensus, as past years
show estimates have not
always matched the final
dividend. With forecasts
ranging from Rs seven to Rs
32 per share, the final
announcement could
become a key trigger for
income-focused sharehold-
ers. A dividend near the
upper end of estimates
would signal a stronger
cash return than expected.
A payout closer to the lower
end could revive questions
over how accurately the
Street is reading Nestle
India's distribution trend.

Shares Hit Two-Month High As Profit
Z.ooms 35%, Asset Quality Improves

AGENCY
Mumbai:

The shares of

Bank of Maharashtra rose
over 5% on Monday to hit
nearly two-month high
after it announced its
fourth quarter results.
However, it pared the
gains to trade over 3%
higher. The state-owned
bank posted 34.9% rise in
net profit to Rs 2,014 crore
for the fourth quarter
ended March 2026 with ris-
ing interest income. The
Pune-based lender had
posted a net profit of Rs
1,493 crore in the January-
March period a year ago,
Bank of Maharashtra said
in a regulatory filing. The
net interest income—the
difference of interest
earned and interest paid—
for the quarter grew 18.9%
to Rs 3,702 crore in the
fourth quarter of as
against Rs 3,116 crore in
the same period of the last
fiscal. Bank of
Maharashtra's asset quali-
ty also improved during
the quarter under review,
with the gross non-per-

forming assets ratio at
1.45% of gross loans by the
end of March 2026 from
1.6% in the previous quar-
ter. In absolute terms, the
gross NPA was at Rs
4,245.97 crore from Rs
4,387.79 crore in the previ-
ous quarter. The net NPA
ratio fell 10 basis points to
0.1% from 0.2% in the pre-
ceding quarter. In
absolute terms, the net
NPA fell to Rs 383.74 crore
from Rs 412.29 crore. As a
result, the bank's provi-
sion and contingencies

The bank also plans to
raise $500 million through
Foreign Currency bonds
in this financial year.
Bank Of Maharashtra
Share Price Today The
Bank of Maharashtra
shares rose as much as
5.8% to Rs 76.95 apiece,
this is the highest level

since Feb. 27.
However it
ended

The
shares of Bank

2.87%

higher

of Maharashtra rose at Rs

over 5% on Monday to 74.892

declined hit nearly two-month p e r
to Rs 617 high after it announced share.
crore  as its fourth quarter T h e
against Rs results. shares
983 crore in r o s e
the same period 20.58% year-
to-date and

a year ago. At the

same time, Net Interest
Margin (NIM) of the bank
advanced to 3.91% from
3.86%. The bank in addi-
tion said that it will raise
capital up to Rs 7,500 crore
through equity and debt. It
will also raise Rs 10,000
crore through long-term
Infra Bonds in fiscal 2027.

54.59% in the last 12
months. All five analysts
tracking the company
maintain a 'buy' rating
according to Bloomberg
data. The average 12-
month consensus price
target stands at Rs 83.33
indicating an upside of
11.4%.

Fresh Flour at Home, Every Day:
SOFTEL Brings Back Traditional
Grinding to Modern Kitchens

The aroma of freshly
ground atta or spices is
more than just food. It is a
memory of a time when
ingredients were pure,
processes were slower, and
taste was never compro-
mised. As kitchens evolved
for speed and convenience,
that experience quietly
faded from everyday life.
SOFTEL, with over 35
years of manufacturing
expertise, is bringing that
experience back,
redesigned for modern
homes. Its compact ghar
ghanti makes fresh grind-
ing simple again. Small
enough to fit on a kitchen
platform yet powerful
enough to grind grains,
millets, and spices with
ease, it brings traditional
methods back into daily
use without adding com-
plexity. At its core is a
stone grinding process that
helps retain natural taste,
texture, and nutrition.
With a grinding capacity of
7.5 to 10 kg per hour and

energy consumption of just
one unit per hour, it is built
for consistent, everyday
performance. To match dif-
ferent household needs,
SOFTEL offers three mod-
els: Fully Automatic, Semi
Automatic, and Manual,
giving users the flexibility
to choose their level of con-
trol and convenience.
Managing Director Mr.

Anil Kumar Jain shares,
“Fresh food is not a luxury,
it is the foundation of good
health. Grinding fresh is
the simplest way to bring
purity, nutrition, and trust
back to what we eat every
day.” With this launch,
SOFTEL is not just intro-
ducing a product. It is mak-
ing fresh, honest food a
daily habit again.

Meesho allots over 94.79
lakh equity shares to
employees under ESOP

AGENCY

New Delhi: E-commerce
firm Meesho has allotted
nearly 94.8 lakh equity
shares to its eligible
employees under the com-
pany’s employee stock own-
ership plan. “We wish to
inform you that the
Nomination and
Remuneration Committee

of the Board of Directors of

Meesho Ltd, by way of a cir-
cular resolution passed on
April 20, 2026, has approved
the allotment of 94,79,380
equity shares of face value
of Re 1 each to the eligible

employees, upon exercise

of vested options under the
company’s Employee Stock
Ownership Plan (ESOP)
2024 Plan. The said equity
shares shall rank pari-
passu with existing equity
shares of the company in
all respects,” Meesho said
in a regulatory filing.
Following this allotment,
the issued, subscribed, and
paid-up equity share capi-
tal of the Bengaluru-head-
quartered company has
increased from Rs
456,40,55,196 to Rs
4,57,35,34,576.

NISSAN MOTOR INDIA EXPANDS
NETWORK IN ECIL, HYDERABAD

Hyderabad, 20 April 2026:
Nissan Motor India Pvt. Ltd.
(NMIPL) has further
strengthened its footprint in
Hyderabad with the inaugu-
ration of a new, state-of-the-
art Lakshmi Nissan show-
room in ECIL, Hyderabad.
This expansion aligns with
Nissan’s ongoing commit-
ment to enhancing its reach
and delivering seamless
sales and service experiences
in key markets across India.
The Newly inaugurated facil-
ity features a modern 4,000
sq. ft. showroom with a dis-
play capacity of four vehi-
cles, Designed in line with
Nissan’s global retail stan-
dards, the outlet is equipped
with premium amenities and
supported by a team of well-
trained and passionate pro-
fessionals dedicated to deliv-
ering an exceptional owner-
ship experience. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Saurabh
Vatsa, Managing Director,
Nissan Motor India, said:
&quot;We are pleased to
strengthen our presence in
emerging growth corridors
like ECIL, Hyderabad. This
region continues to show

strong customer demand and
promising growth potential
for the Nissan brand. This
expansion is part of our
broader nationwide network
strategy, reinforcing our
commitment to being closer
to our customers and deliver-
ing seamless ownership
experience. As we accelerate
our productled resurgence
with the recently launched
Nissan GRAVITE and an
exciting pipeline ahead, net-
work expansion remains a
key pillar of our
strategy.&quot; Mr. K Jai
Ram, Dealer Principal at
Lakshmi Nissan, said:

&quot;We are proud to part-
ner with Nissan Motor India
to expanding the brand’s
presence in the developing
areas such as ECIL,
Hyderabad This new facility
reflects our commitment to
delivering world class retail

experience, backed by
Nissan’s strong product port-
folio and customer-first

approach. We look forward
to serving customers in ECIL
and surrounding areas with
high standards of retail expe-
rience.” The expansion
comes at a pivotal time as
Nissan builds strong momen-
tum in the Indian market.
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Tehran says 'no plans' for new talks
after US seizes Iranian

AGENCY

Tehran: Pakistan's federal
interior minister Mohsin
Nagvi has met Iran’s ambas-
sador Reza Amiri Moghadam
to review preparations for the
second phase of the Islamabad
talks, the Ministry of Interior
says. While Iran has not yet
confirmed its participation in
new talks, Naqvi says
arrangements have been
finalised, with “foolproof secu-
rity” in place for visiting dele-
gations. He also briefed the
ambassador on his recent
visitto Iran. The minister says
a negotiated settlement
between the US and Iran is
essential for lasting regional
stability. According to the
ministry, Moghadam has wel-
comed Pakistan’s “positive
and constructive role” in
efforts to ease tensions. Senior
Islamabad officials, including
the chief commissioner,
inspector general of police,
and deputy commissioner,
attended the meeting. Iran is
"certainty not optimistic" over
its dealings with the United

States, but it is "realistic", the
spokesman for the Iranian for-
eign ministry says. "To the
extent that one could say there
is a certain degree of pes-
simism... and this is entirely
reasonable," Esmaeil Baghaei
tells a press conference in
Iran. "Being pessimistic about
the enemy is the same as
being wise." His remarks
come as the US sends a delega-
tion to Pakistan for fresh
talks, but Iran is yet to con-

firm it is participating.
Following the declaration of
Lebanon's ten-day ceasefire
with Israel, "huge numbers of
people" returned to their
homes in southern Lebanon
over the weekend, UN
Humanitarian Chief Tom
Fletcher told the Today pro-
gramme earlier. The latest
pictures show people navigat-
ing the destruction caused by
Israeli strikes. There are cur-
rently two ceasefires in place

World

in the Middle East - one agreed
between the leaders of
Lebanon and Israel, and
another between the US and
Iran. Iran and US This two-
week ceasefire between Iran
and the US is due to end on
Wednesday. Iran's military
headquarters accused the US
of a "violation of the ceasefire"
after the US Navy fired at and
took control of an Iranian-
flagged cargo ship in the Gulf
of Oman. It is unclear whether

cargo

a second round of negotiations
slated to take place in
Pakistan today will go ahead.
The US delegation is led by
Vice President JD Vance, and
an Iranian spokesperson says
they have "no plans" to attend
the negotiations. Lebanon and
Israel This ceasefire, which
came into effect on Friday, 16
April and will last ten days,
was agreed by Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun and
Israeli Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. The
two countries requested that
the US continues to facilitate
further direct talks.
According to details from the
US State Department,
Lebanon must take "meaning-
ful steps" to prevent Hezbollah
and all other "rogue non-state
armed groups" from carrying
out attacks against Israeli tar-
gets. Hezbollah has also sig-
nalled a willingness to partici-
pate but said it must include
"no freedom of movement for
Israeli forces". Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun says
upcoming negotiations with

ship

Israel are "separate" from US-
Iran peace talks, or "any other
negotiations". In a statement
on X, Aoun says Lebanon will
be represented in upcoming
talks by a delegation led by
Simon Karam, the former
Lebanese ambassador the US,
and that "no one from Lebanon
will participate in this mission
or replace him". He says the
objectives of the talks are to
"halt hostile actions", end
Israel's "occupation of the
southern areas" of Lebanon
and to deploy Lebanon's army
up to the "internationally rec-
ognized southern borders". US
President Donald Trump has
"expressed full understanding”
of Lebanon's demands, says
Aoun, and has assisted in set-
ting up the upcoming negotia-
tions. "T am full of hope that we
will be able to save Lebanon,"
he adds. Despite the announce-
ment of a ceasefire between the
two countries, Israel's
Benjamin Netanyahu has said
Israeli troops would remain
stationed 10km-deep (6.2 miles)
into southern Lebanon.
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Iranian woman arrested in
US for allegedly trafficking
arms to Sudan

AGENCY

Tehran: US authorities have
arrested an Iranian woman
for trafficking arms to
Sudan on behalf of her coun-
try, federal prosecutors have
said. Shamim Mafi, 44, was
arrested at Los Angeles air-
port on Saturday and is
accused of "brokering the
sale of drones, bombs, bomb
fuses, and millions of rounds
of ammunition manufac-
tured by Iran and sold to
Sudan", First Assistant US
Attorney Bill Essayli said on
X. The alleged sales were to
Sudan's defence ministry,
including a 60m ($70m;
£52m) drone contract, court
documents show. Mafi, who
has not yet commented on
the allegations, is expected

to appear in court later on
Monday. If convicted, she
could face a jail sentence of
up to 20 years. An FBI crimi-
nal complaint filed in court,
a copy of which was
obtained by the BBC, says
Mafi coordinated a
"Sudanese delegation's trav-
el to Iran, received over 6m
in payments, and issued pay-
ment receipts" for the drone
deal. She submitted "a letter
of intent" to Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) to broker the sale of
55,000 bomb fuses to Sudan's
defence ministry, it adds.
According to Essayli, Mafi is
"an Iranian national who
became a lawful permanent
resident of the United States
in 2016".

Rebel Wilson's claims
against actress are
'malicious concoctions',
Australian court hears

AGENCY
Cranberra: Claims by Rebel
Wilson that a young

Australian actress was sexu-
ally harassed by a producer
but then hid it to better her
career are "malicious con-
coctions", a Sydney court has
heard on the first day of a
defamation case against the
Hollywood star.

In 2024 and 2025, Wilson post-
ed on Instagram that
Charlotte Maclnnes - who
stars in Wilson's film The
Deb - had felt "uncomfort-
able" after sharing a bath
with one of its female produc-
ers. The Pitch Perfect star
claimed Maclnnes had
retracted a complaint - which
Maclnnes denies making - in
exchange for a major theatre
role and a record deal.
Maclnnes says the allega-
tions have tarnished her rep-
utation for integrity and hon-
esty, and is seeking damages.
Lawyers for MacInnes have
said she made no complaint
to Wilson about the bath inci-
dent but that Wilson later
used it as "leverage" in a dis-
pute with producers about
the film's budget and con-
tracts. On the first day of the
case, the court saw a series of

texts  between
Wilson, the  producer
Amanda Ghost and
MacInnes as well as detailed
emails about the bath and
alleged sexual harassment.
The incident happened on 5
September 2023  when
MacInnes and Ghost went
for a late afternoon swim at
Bondi Beach. Ghost had an
allergic reaction to the water,
known as cold urticaria,
breaking out in red welts and
shaking uncontrollably, the
court heard. The pair went
back to Ghost's beachside
apartment with Maclnnes
running a hot bath for Ghost,
who had got into a shower to
warm up. Both later got into
the bath - described by
Maclnnes' legal team as
"oversized" — with both wear-
ing their swimsuits. They
"were not even touching at
all", Sue Chrysanthou SC
told the court. Ghost's assis-
tant made hot drinks for the
pair and sat with them in the
bathroom for a short while.
The next day, Wilson spoke
to MacInnes who told her she
felt uncomfortable about the
bath incident, according to
Wilson, who then raised it
with Ghost.

private

Rumen Radev's party
wins Bulgarian election

AGENCY

Bulgaria: Rumen Radev's
Progressive Bulgaria (PB)
party has won a landslide vic-
tory in Sunday's Bulgarian
election - the eighth general
election in five years. With
almost 100% of the vote
counted, his PB movement,
only set up 4 months ago,
won 44.7% and has secured a
majority of 135 seats in the
240-seat parliament. It is the
first time since 1997 that a sin-
gle Bulgarian party has suffi-
cient seats to govern alone.
Ex-prime minister Boiko
Borisov's GERB party came
second with 13.4%, with the
liberal PP-DB coalition third
with 12.8%. The election was
called after the previous gov-
ernment tried to push
through a controversial
budget in December, prompt-
ing mass protests which
Radev, as president, support-

ed. "People rejected the self-
satisfaction and arrogance of
old parties and did not fall
prey to lies and manipula-
tion. I thank them for their
trust," Radev said, in his vic-
tory speech. He promised to
build "a strong Bulgaria in a
strong Europe". "What
Europe needs right now is
critical thinking, pragmatic
actions and good results,
especially to build a new
security architecture and ...
recover its industrial power
and competitiveness.

Tehran will never cede control of Strait of
Hormuz: Senior Iranian politician

AGENCY
Tehran: "Never." That's
when a senior Iranian law-
maker says they'll be ready
to give up their control of
the Strait of Hormuz. "It's
our inalienable right,"
Ebrahim Azizi, a former
commander in Iran's
Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC), tells
the BBC in Tehran. "Iran
will decide the right of pas-
sage, including permissions
for vessels to pass through
the Strait." And he says
that's about to become
enshrined in law. "We are
introducing a bill in parlia-
ment, based on article 110 of
the constitution, which
includes the environment,
maritime safety and nation-
al security - and the armed
forces will implement the
law," says this member of

parliament who heads the
Committee for National
Security and Foreign
Policy. As worry mounts
about the closure of this
strategic waterway causing
growing economic shocks
worldwide, it's becoming
clear this is not a short-term
crisis to be resolved in a
day. War has handed
Tehran what it sees as a new
weapon - Azizi described

this highly strategic strait
Iran has managed to
weaponise during this con-
flict as "one of our assets to
face the enemy". He's a key
player in a parliament domi-
nated by hardliners. Azizi
also reflects the thinking
among some of the senior
decision-makers emerging
in the new order born of this
war, which has become
increasingly militarised and

also dominated by hardlin-
ers, most of all the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), after a series of high-
level assassinations in
Israeli strikes. Tehran now
sees its ability to control the
passage of vital maritime
traffic, including critical oil
and gas tankers, not justas a
bargaining chip in current
negotiations, but as long-
term leverage. "The first pri-
ority for Iran after the war is
to restore deterrence and the
Strait of Hormuz is among
Iran's principal strategic
leverages," explains
Mohammad Eslami, a
research fellow at the
University of Tehran.
"Tehran is open to dis-
cussing how other nations
can benefit from Iran's new
framework for the strait, but
control is the bottom line."

Man Kills seven of his children, and an eighth
child, in Louisiana mass shooting

AGENCY

Texas: A father has killed
seven of his children and
another child in Shreveport,
Louisiana, in a mass shooting
that police called a "domestic
disturbance". Officers said the
shooting began about 05:00
(10:00 GMT) on Sunday. After
attacking the children at a
property, the suspect drove
away in a stolen car, police
said. Officers then chased and
killed him. Two adult women,
including the children's moth-
er, are in critical condition
after they, too, were hurt by
gunfire. And a ninth child
was taken to hospital after
jumping from the roof of the
home while escaping. The
suspect was identified as
Shamar Elkins, Shreveport

mayor's communications
director told the BBC. "We do
believe him to be the only
individual that fired gunshots
at these locations," said
Shreveport Police
Department spokesperson
Chris Bordelon in a news con-
ference earlier on Sunday.
Officials have not yet suggest-

ed a motive on the gunman's
part. The children, siblings
and one cousin, were three
boys and five girls. They were
aged between three to 11, the
Caddo Parish coroner's office
said. Local police had earlier
said on Sunday the children
ranged in age from one to 14.
The coroner's office said the

children were identified by
their mothers as Jayla Elkins,
3, Shayla Elkins, 5, Kayla
Pugh, 6, Layla Pugh, 7,
Markaydon Pugh, 10, Sariahh
Snow, 11, Khedarrion Snow, 6,
and Braylon Snow, 5.
Neighbours described their
shock to US media. Mack
London, 71, told NBC News he
had lived in the area for
decades and that "nothing like
this has ever happened on this
street". The attack occurred
across multiple locations. The
father is alleged to have first
shot a woman, before moving
to a second location where he
fired further shots at the chil-
dren. One of the victims was
able to run away to a nearby
home and called the authori-
ties, police said.

JAPAN TSUNAMI WARNINGS DOWNGRADED AS PEOPLE
DESCRIBE 'LOW RUMBLING' AS EARTHQUAKE HIT

AGENCY

Tokyo: A 7.7 magnitude earth-
quake occurred off Sanriku,
off Japan's northeast coast, at
16:52 (08:52 BST) local time
and had a depth of 19km (11.8
miles). Its strength was
revised up, after previously
being recorded at 7.5 and 7.4.
The Japanese Meteorological
Agency warns of aftershocks
that could continue through-
out the week. A tourist in
Japan told the BBC he experi-
enced the building "swaying
and everyone's phone sound-
ed the emergency alarm".
Following the quake, tsunami
warnings were triggered, cov-
ering much of the northeast.
All the warnings have been
downgraded to advisories,
but people are still advised to
remain away from the coast

and large bodies of water. The
first tsunami waves reached
the Iwate prefecture, with one
as high as 40cm recorded in
Miyako port. The Japan
Meteorological Agency ini-
tially forecast tsunami waves

of up to 3m (10ft) reaching the
Pacific coast of Hokkaido and
Iwate prefectures - footage
shows waves swelling in
Hokkaido. As for public serv-
ices, around 100 households
are without power, according

to the cabinet secretary, and
some bullet train services
have resumed after earlier
cancellations, the operator
announced. The East Japan
Railway Company says its
bullet train operations

between Tokyo and
Hachinohe have resumed.
The services between the cap-
ital and Morioka Station and
Fukushima have also started
back up again.

Operations remain suspend-
ed between Morioka and
AKita. There is currently no
time scheduled for these serv-
ices to resume. There are
delays remaining between
Fukushima and Shinjo. The
operator said it had to sus-
pend services due to the earth-
quake. The Japanese
Meteorological Agency (JMA)
says that the possibility of a
large earthquake following
today's 7.7 one is "relatively
high". It has issued a subse-
quent earthquake advisory
off the coasts of Hokkaido and
Sanriku, but says that in such

cases, the probability of the
larger earthquake is only
about one in 100. This repre-
sents a roughly tenfold
increase in risk compared to
normal conditions when it's
usually 0.1% or less. Japanese
authorities say it is essential
that people remain vigilant
for about a week, and are
advised to make preparations
to evacuate and confirm what
routes they would take to do
so should the need arise. The
JMA says that it's not guaran-
teed a large quake will hap-
pen again, adding that there is
no need for advance evacua-
tion. Sophia Kapsalis and her
partner Daniel Wilkinson
have been travelling for six
months and are currently at
the end of a road trip around
Hokkaido.

UKRAINE POLICE CHIEF
RESIGNS AFTER OFFI-
CERS ALLEGEDLY FLED
DEADLY SHOOTING

AGENCY
Kyiv: The head of Ukraine's
patrol  police, Yevhen

Zhukov, has resigned after
two of his officers faced criti-
cism for allegedly fleeing a
deadly mass shooting in the
capital, Kyiv. Six people died
and 14 others were injured
on Saturday after a man
opened fire on people in the
street in Kyiv's southern
Holosiivskyi district before
taking others hostage in a
nearby supermarket. He
was later killed in a shoot-
out with police.

Footage has since been
shared online appearing to
show officers leaving civil-
ians and running away from
the scene. Ukraine's Interior
Minister Igor Klymenko
said the officers in question
had been suspended and that
an investigation into their
actions was under way.
"Serve and protect' is not
just a slogan. It must be sup-
ported by appropriate pro-
fessional actions. Especially
at critical moments, when
people's lives depend on it,"
he wrote on Telegram.
However, Klymenko cau-
tioned: "It is not entirely cor-
rect to make generalisations
about the entire police only
by the actions of two employ-
ees." Zhukov told a news
conference on Sunday that

the officers had "failed to
assess the situation properly
and left civilians in danger".
He also said they acted
"unprofessionally and
unworthily". "As a combat
officer, I have decided to sub-
mit my resignation from the
position I currently hold,"
Zhukov said. The Ukrainian
authorities say they are
treating Saturday' shooting
as a terrorist act but have
not yet spoken about a
motive. Klymenko described
the man's mental state as
"clearly unstable".

Eight people remain
in hospital, of whom one
adult was in an "extremely
serious condition" and three
were in a serious condition,
officials said. = Ukraine's
President Volodymyr
Zelensky said in an update
on Sunday that the two offi-
cers had been "at the scene of
the crime, but did not stop
the murderer, and fled on
their own". He accused them
of "inaction" and said a crim-
inal case into the matter -
which will also check their
previous work - was being
handled by Ukraine's nation-
al investigations bureau.
"We are going through a war
and every day, unfortunate-
ly, there are human losses
from Russian strikes,"
Zelensky said.
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IPL 2026: JASPRIT BUMRAH'S 1ST
BALL MAGIC AFTER TILAK VARMA

FAREWELL
BROCK LESNAR

SLAMS RECORD-BREAKING 100

Tilak Varma smashed an
incredible century off just
45 balls to power Mumbai

Brock Lesnar's battle
with Oba Femi on the
second night of WWE

WrestleMania 42

turned out to be an emotional
affair, a classic 'passing of the
torch' moment from the Beast
Incarnate'. After what can only
be described as an 'electric bat-
tle' between Lesnar and Oba
Femi, the former removed his
gloves and boots, signalling
that his time in the ring had
come to an end. The conclu-
sion of the match transformed
a high-octane encounter into a
heavy, historic moment that
marked the end for one of the
company's biggest performers.
Lesnar soaked in the applause
as the crowd burst into deafen-
ing 'Thank you, Brock' and
'Thank you, Lesnar' chants.
The entire chain of events
fuelled immediate speculation
about the wrestler's future, and
the legendary Kurt Angle has
confirmed what fans feared

was true. "Love you, my broth-
er. There will only be one like
you. Enjoy retirement, Brock,"
Kurt Angle wrote on X (for-
merly Twitter). In a sport
where gestures often speak
louder than words, Lesnar pro-
vided the ultimate signal of an
end. The loss to the rising pow-
erhouse,

Oba Femi, saw Lesnar leaving
his gear in the centre of the
squared circle-a universal sign
of retirement.

He signalled that the most
dominant era in modern
wrestling history has reached
the end of the road. The
moment became clearer when
Brock's long-time associate
and 'Wiseman', Paul Heyman,
entered the ring. In a rare dis-
play of vulnerability for both
men, they shared a heart-
warming hug before making
their way out of the ring
together for what may be the
final time. The wrestling world

was quick to react to the depar-
ture of the former world cham-
pion, with farewell messages
flooding social media. A post
on X read: "An emotional
Brock Lesnar has removed his
gloves and shoes after losing
to Oba Femi at Mania. He
put them in the middle of
thering and waved to the
crowd. And then a big

hug with his longtime

friend, Paul Heyman. Is

this really it? Sure
seemed that way." As

the curtain falls on one

of the most decorated
careers in sports enter-
tainment and MMA

history, the senti-

ment across the

industry is clear:

there will never

be another ath-

lete  quite

like Brock

Lesnar.

Indians (MI) to a total of
199/5 in 20 overs against

Gujarat Titans (GT) in
their crucial IPL 2026
clash in Ahmedabad on
Monday. Tilak struggled at
the start but went berserk
in the final few overs,
slamming eight sixes en
route to his century.
Kagiso Rabada's three
wickets rattled MI in the
powerplay but Naman
Dhir (45) and Tilak res-
cued the ship. GT captain
Shubman Gill won the toss
and opted to bowl. MI are
looking to end their four-
game losing streak, while
GT are eyeing their third
win in a row.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Inconsolable As KKR Beat
RR In Last-Over Thriller, Video Breaks Fans' Hearts

AGENCY

Mumbai: The youngest
Indian Premier League
(IPL) sensation, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, had his heart
broken after his team, the
Rajasthan Royals were beat-
en by the Kolkata Knight
Riders on Sunday.
Sooryavanshi, who gave the
team another blazing start
at the top, scoring 46 runs off
28 balls, wasn't happy to see
his side suffering a defeat
despite being well ahead at
one point in the game.
Seeing Rinku Singh inspire
KKR to their first win of the
season, Sooryavanshi was
absolutely distraught on the
sidelines. In a video that has
surfaced on social media,
the teenage opener could be
seen hiding his face with his
cap, wiping tears as he saw

his team lose out on two
points from a winning posi-
tion. The 15-year-old had to
be consoled at that point.
Yesterday Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi was spotted
crying after the game... This
guy is unbelievable!
Whether he gets out early or
the team loses, he wears his

heart on his sleeve.
Honestly, that's that 15-year-
old mindset I know I
would've been doing the
exact same thing at that age!
Former India all-rounder
Irfan Pathan praised young
Sooryavanshi after another
impressive outing against
the Kolkata franchise, say-

ing the emerging batter con-
tinues to prove a growing
theory that he tends to rise
especially when facing big-
name bowlers.

Pathan noted that
Sooryavanshi once again
showed his talent against
quality opposition, reinforc-
ing the belief that he is a
"special player" with a
bright future ahead. He
added that the youngster
has the potential to stay at
the top level for many years
ifhe continues developing at
this pace and temperament.
"The theory of Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi needing big-
name bowlers in the opposi-
tion is proving true again ;)
This kid is a special player
with many years at the top
level ahead of him," Pathan
wrote in an X post.

MCA Inaugurates Champions Trophy 2026 As
Key Build-Up To T20 Mumbai League

AGENCY

Mumbai: The Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA)
today inaugurated the MCA
Champions Trophy 2026 at
the MCA BKC Ground,
marking the start of a key
preparatory tournament
ahead of the highly antici-
pated T20 Mumbai League
2026. The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by
MCA President Ajinkya
Naik, Chief Guest Rajeev
Kulkarni, former India cap-
tain Diana Edulji, MCA
Secretary Prof. Dr. Unmesh
Khanvilkar, Joint
Secretary Nilesh Bhosle,
Treasurer Arman Mallick
along with Apex Council
members, and players. The
tournament, scheduled
from April 20 to April 30,
will feature eight teams

selected by MCA selectors
from a pool of registered
players for the T20 Mumbai
League. Matches will be
played across four venues:
MCA BKC, MCA Sachin
Tendulkar Gymkhana in
Kandivali, Dadoji Konddev
Stadium in Thane, and

Western Railway in
Mahalaxmi. Designed as a
high-performance platform,
the MCA  Champions
Trophy 2026 will provide
valuable match exposure to
emerging players, while
helping franchises assess
player form, fitness, and

readiness and fine-tune
combinations ahead of the
T20 Mumbai League 2026
auction. The tournament is
also expected to play a piv-
otal role in shaping team
strategies and identifying
key performers ahead of the
league.

PHILIPP LAHM ON WHAT MAKES
'GRIZZLY BEAR' MANUEL NEUER SPECIAL
AT 40 AND TONI KROOS' CRITICISM

AGENCY

Mumbai: As Bayern
Munich arrived at the
Allianz Arena to face ViB
Stuttgart, they stood just
one point away from secur-
ing a historic 35th
Bundesliga title. True to
form, the Bavarians dis-
mantled Stuttgart 4-2,
despite resting key players
such as Harry Kane, Dayot
Upamecano, and Michael
Olise. With Bayern on the
cusp of another league tri-
umph, few figures are bet-
ter placed to comment on
the 'record champions' than
Philipp Lahm - the man
who captained the club to
their famous 2013 treble and
led Germany to FIFA World
Cup glory in 2014. Speaking

Bundesliga just hours
before Kkick-off, Lahm
shared his thoughts on
Manuel Neuer, whom he
recently dubbed a 'Grizzly
Bear' following the goal-
keeper's heroics in the first
leg of the UEFA Champions

also addressed Toni Kroos'
recent criticism regarding
Bayern's struggle to close
out high-stakes matches -- a
vulnerability that was evi-
dent during both legs of
their European clash with
Madrid. Furthermore,
Lahm expanded on his own
critiques of the German
youth system. He argued
that the current coaching
philosophy focuses too
heavily on developing 'all-
round' players who can per-
form various roles, rather
than producing the distinct
'specialists' that defined pre-
vious generations.
Question 1: You've previ-
ously noted that while there
are minor signs of age in the
Bundesliga, his composure,

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Wins Over Shreyas Iyer,
PBKS Skipper Makes Bold "Future' Remark

AGENCY

Mumbai: There's not a single
soul in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) that has been
left untouched by the impact
of Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.
The Rajasthan Royals (RR)
opening batter hasn't just
made a mark on his team-
mates but also the oppo-

n't stop himself from lauding
the 15-year-old
Sooryavanshi, admitting
that he is a rare talent who's
‘one for the future'. Iyer, who
himself is vying for a spot in
India's T20I team, added that
all adjectives will be very
inadequate to describe his
explosive batting skills. So
far, Sooryavanshi has
amassed 246 runs in six
innings, averaging 41 at a
strike rate of 236.53.

"He is a spectacu-

lar talent, and

all the adjec-

tives would

be pretty less

for him. The

way he has

that bat flow,

the rhythm

and momen-

with NDTV in a media
roundtable setup by

League
against Real Madrid. Lahm

quarter-final

presence, and focus remain
vital for winning titles.

nents. Even Punjab Kings
captain Shreyas Iyer could-

tum he cre-
ates before the

delivery, I think he is one for
the future," said Iyer on
JioStar's 'Believe'. Iyer him-
self has been in good nick,
amassing 208 runs in six
innings at an average of 52
and a strike-rate of 182.45. He
also reflected on his instinc-
tive stroke off Jasprit
Bumrah in the second quali-
fier of IPL 2025, a moment
that stood out in PBKS
becoming runners-up in the
competition. "It
was completely
instinctive. I
was trying
to hit him
straight
down the

ground.

AFC CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2:

Cristiano Ronaldo Scores 969th Career
Goal As Al-Nassr Thrash Al-Wasl 4-0

ristiano Ronaldo moved one

step closer to the historic

1000-goal milestone by net-

ting his 969th career goal,
leading Al-Nassr to a commanding
4-0 victory over Al-Wasl in the
quarter-finals and sealing their
place in the AFC Champions
League Two semi-finals. Al-Nassr
delivered a dominant performance
from start to finish, combining
attacking sharpness with midfield
control to overwhelm their oppo-
nents. The breakthrough arrived
early, with Ronaldo striking in the
11th minute. Positioned well inside
the box, he calmly converted from
close range to give the visitors an
immediate advantage and set the

tone for the evening. With momen-
tum firmly on their side, Al-Nassr
tightened their grip midway
through the first half with two
quick goals that effectively put the
contest beyond reach. Joao Felix
played a key role, delivering a pin-
point corner that was headed in by
Inigo Martinez to double the lead.
Moments later,

another dangerous delivery caused
confusion in the Al-Wasl defence,
allowing Abdulelah Al-Amri to rise
highest and make it 3-0. Al-Wasl
struggled to respond, finding it diffi-
cult to break through a well-organ-
ised Al-Nassr backline. Their
attacking efforts were limited, with
only a handful of attempts failing to

seriously trouble goalkeeper Bento.
In contrast, Al-Nassr continued to
create chances, with Ronaldo going
close to adding another before
being substituted shortly after the
hour mark. The visitors main-
tained their dominance after the
break, controlling possession and
dictating the tempo through
Marcelo Brozovic in midfield. Their
superiority was evident in both ter-
ritory and chance creation, as Al-
Wasl remained pinned back for
long periods. The rout was complet-
ed in the 80th minute when Sadio
Mane latched onto a through ball
and finished from a tight angle to
add a fourth goal. The emphatic vic-
tory not only underlined Al-Nassr's

credentials as strong con-
tenders in the competi-
tion but also highlight-
ed Ronaldo's endur-
ing influence. With
his 969th career
goal, the
Portuguese for-
ward continues

his remarkable
pursuit of the
1000-goal land-

mark while

guiding his

team confi-

dently

into the

semi-

finals.

Hardik Pandya Grilled
By Ex KKR Star: "When
Was Your Last Match-
Winning Knock?"

AGENCY

Mumbai: Mumbai Indians
skipper Hardik Pandya
hasn't had much going his
way in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 season.
While MI are languishing
at the bottom of the 10-team
points table, Hardik hasn't
been able to create much
impact on the field, be it
with the bat or with the
ball. The all-rounder has
even had his captaincy
sKills questioned, including
his inability to get the best
out of Jasprit Bumrah, the
finest fast bowler in the
world. Ahead of MI's clash
against GT, former Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) star
Aakash Chopra has asked
Hardik when his last
match-winning knock was
for MI. Hardik, widely con-

sidered as India's most
prominent pace-bowling
all-rounder, has struggled
this season. He has only
scored 81 runs in 4 matches
this campaign for Mumbai.
Chopra, in a video on his
YouTube channel, has
asked some tough ques-
tions to the MI skipper.
"You have corrected the
batting order now.

I won't talk about
Surya because he played
many match-winning
knocks last time, but
Hardik, I don't remember
when the last match-win-
ning knock you played was.
We have seen many good
cameos, but that match-
winning 70 or 80 runs
where you win the match
alone, Hardik is capable of
that," Chopra said.
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Natural Star Nani gave the ceremonial
clap to officially launch the prestigious
film starring Vijay Deverakonda, direct-
ed by Shouryuv, under the Vyra banner

A

ctor Vijay Deverakonda is
taking a bold step toward
elevating Indian cinema to a
global level. He is teaming
up with “Hi Nanna”
fame director
Shouryuv for a

massive global
project.

Notably, sev-

eral top

interna-

tional

techni-

cians are

work-

ing on

this

film.

T h e

presti-

gious

project

is being

produced

under the

Vyra banner. The film was
formally launched today in
Hyderabad with a tradition-
al pooja ceremony, where
Natural Star Nani sounded
the clap for the muhurat
shot. The recently released
announcement poster has
already created high expec-
tations. The film brings
together an impressive tech-
nical crew: Alejandro
Martinez, who has worked
on Hollywood projects like
“House of the Dragon” and
“Fallout,” serves as the
Director of Photography.
Eric Durst, known for his
work on “Gods of Egypt,”
“Batman Forever,” and
“Snowpiercer,” is the VFX
Supervisor. Suresh
Selvarajan, who worked on
films like “Animal” and
“Om Shanti Om,” is the
Production Designer.

Legendary filmmaker M. S.
Raju, the man behind cult films
like Devi, Satruvu, Okkadu,
Varsham, Manasantha Nuvve,
Nuvvosthanante

announced that the mysterious girl
seen standing before the divine idol in
the earlier poster is none other than
Kamakshi Bhaskarla. She plays the

pivotal female lead Mahadevi

Nenoddantana and oth- in the film.

ers is coming up With this announce-

with another Legendary ment, the visual
: filmmaker M. S. . -

super interest- Rain th behind cul imagination that

ing film. a{u, t”f ”gm 'eS"; b MS Raju created

Raju is known films like Devi, Satruvu, through the first

for presenting

his characters

with depth and
purpose, and

the introduction

of Mahadevi from
his next film Agadha
adds a new layer of

intrigue to this mystical

divine thriller. The makers are careful-
ly unveiling the world of Agadha piece
by piece, building anticipation with
every reveal.

The curiosity sparked by the first look
of Agadha has now moved to its next
reveal. The makers have officially

Okkadu, Varsham, Manasantha
Nuvve, Nuvvosthanante
Nenoddantana and others is
coming up with
another super interest-
ing film.

poster now finds a

face and a power-

ful screen pres-
ence. Draped in a
traditional black
saree, seated intense-
ly before the mystic
backdrop of tridents,

lamps, and the towering idol,
Kamakshi Bhaskarla’s look itself sug-
gests that her character carries signifi-
cant weight in the narrative. Her fierce
expression, traditional appearance,
and the spiritual aura around the set-
ting hint that Mahadevi is not just a
regular character but someone deeply
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KAMAKSHI BHASKARLA AS
MAHADEVI IN MS RAJU’S AGADHA!

connected to the mystical core of the
story. Meanwhile, overwhelmed by
the response to the first look, MS Raju
released a heartfelt note expressing his
gratitude to the audience, well wish-
ers, directors, and actors for their
encouraging words and appreciation.
He shared that the love pouring in
through calls, messages, and social
media has strengthened his belief in
the story he is telling. As a writer and
director, he said this encouragement
motivates him to give his absolute best
and ensure that every aspect of
Agadha lives up to expectations.

He concluded by thanking everyone
for their constant support and belief,
saying it truly means everything to
him. Being made on a grand scale
under Sri Adi Varaha Productions by
producer Kasi Visalakshi Balusu,
Agadha is currently in post produc-
tion. With 45 minutes of VFX, exten-
sive set work, and 85 days of shoot, the
film promises a unique cinematic
experience across Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, Malayalam, and Hindi.

Marking His Return to Telugu Screens, Dhanush Starrer ‘Kara’
Officially Fixes April 30, 2026 as Its Telugu Release Date

he much-awaited film Kara,
T starring Dhanush and directed

by Vignesh Raja, is all set for a

theatrical release in Telugu on
April 30, 2026. The Telugu version will
be released by CH Sathish Kumar &
Rajesh Kumar Bobbara under
Vigneswara Entertainments - R Star
Logistics, ensuring the widest reach
across the Telugu States. Produced by
Dr. Ishari K. Ganesh under Vels Film
International Ltd, in association with
Think Studios and Vigneswara
Entertainments, Kara has been steadi-
ly building strong momentum across
Tamil, Telugu, and overseas markets.
Dhanush, who enjoys a strong and con-
sistent fan base in Telugu, has deliv-
ered successful films like Raghuvaran
B.Tech (VIP), Asuran, and Saar

(Vaathi), all of which Telugu audi-
ences received well. With Kara, he
returns with a film already carrying
strong expectations and growing
curiosity. The film’s buzz has been
built across multiple fronts. The
Telugu version of the song Kannamma
Naa Kannamma has clocked over 4.1
million views on YouTube, creating a
strong emotional connection with
Telugu audiences. While this is the
only song released in Telugu so far, it
has played a key role in introducing
the film’s tone and world. At the same
time, Telugu audiences have widely
followed the Tamil songs, promotional
glimpses, and interviews, with view-
ers actively engaging with the content
beyond language barriers. This cross-
language traction highlights how Kara

is not just gaining attention in Tamil,
but is equally building its presence in
the Telugu market, alongside growing
interest in international territories.
Directed by Vignesh Raja, who earned
acclaim for Por Thozhil, the film is
expected to offer a compelling narra-
tive driven by strong performances
and rooted storytelling. The film stars
Mamitha Baiju as the female lead,
along with a notable supporting cast
including Jayaram, K. S. Ravikumar,
Karunas, and M. S. Bhaskar. On the
technical front, Kara brings together a
highly accomplished team.
Cinematographer Theni Eswar,
known for Peranbu, lends a naturalis-
tic visual tone, while editor Sreejith
Sarang of Vikram Vedha fame ensures
a sharp narrative flow.

“Gedela Raju” 1s something
special to me. I believe all
movie lovers will like
“Gedela Raju” — actor and
music director Raghu Kunche

he film “Gedela
Raju,” in which

Raghu Kunche plays

the title role, comes
with the tagline “Kakinada
Taluka Cinema.” Along
with Raghu Kunche, the
film stars Ramachandram
Punyamurtula, Vikas, Tina
Shwavy, Mounika, Ravi
Chinnibilli, and others. The
teaser, trailer, and songs of
the film have already been
released and received a
good response. Presented
by Raghu Kunche under
the banner of Moturi
Talkies, the film is direct-
ed by Chaitanya Moturi
and produced by Vani
Ravikumar Moturi. The
movie is set for a grand
theatrical release on the
24th of this month. In a
recent interview, actor
and music director Raghu
Kunche shared the high-
lights of the film.
I have previously worked
as both an actor and music
director for several films.
But “Gedela Raju” feels
something special to me.
Since I played a character
that runs throughout the
film, I developed a strong

command over it, which
helped a lot while compos-
ing the music. The back-
ground score (BGM) in our
movie is very natural.
These days, in many films,
background music tends to
dominate the characters.
But if you observe older
films like “Shiva” and
“Geethanjali,” the BGM
used to enhance the charac-
ter subtly, like cream over
milk. Now BGM often feels
like just noise. I was careful
about this in our film—I
made sure the BGM never
dominates the character
and remains settled. The
songs are situational and
help move the story for-
ward. Out of the three
songs, I sang one, Babekka
sang another, and
Mangadevi sang the third. I
was given 45 days for the
BGM. Harish handled the
sound design for our movie.
He is the assistant to
Rajarathnam, who worked
on sound design for films
like “KGF” and “Kalki,”.
Watching it in Dolby will
give a great audio experi-
ence. My character in the
film needed to look intimi-
dating, so I gained 12 kg for
it. Mythri Sasi said after
watching the film that he
thought I would be soft
based on my earlier televi-
sion appearances, but I was
quite frightening in this
role. Everyone who
watched the film said my
character has strong mass
appeal. Initially, we
planned to release the
movie on the 17th, but the-
aters weren’t confirmed.
At that time, Madhura
Sridhar Reddy suggested
postponing to the next
week. We reconsidered,
and eventually everything
fell into place. In the Nizam
region, Mythri group is
releasing the film in over
100 theaters.

“Chiranjeevi” Will Be Supported by Audiences for Its Strong
Content — Hero Kiku Yanamala at Glimpse Launch Event

hiranjeevi” stars
C Kiku Yanamala and
Kashish Khan in the
lead roles. The film

also features Tanikella
Bharani, Eeshwari Rao,
Goparaju Ramana,

Srikanth Bharat, Viva
Raghava, and others in key
roles. The movie is being
produced by Deepti
Nadiminti under the ban-
ner of Kiku
Entertainments, with
Shubha Sai Venkat as the
director. “Chiranjeevi” is
gearing up for a summer
release. Today, the film’s
glimpse launch event was
held grandly in Hyderabad.
Art Director Murthy said
that director Venkat took
care of every aspect of the
film. The team shot in loca-
tions like Araku and
Rampachodavaram, creat-
ing sets in certain areas. He
added that the film has

turned out very well. Editor
Chota K. Prasad shared that
director Venkat
approached him with the
story, and even after hear-
ing just half of it, he under-
stood how promising the
film would be. He assured
his full support to the proj-

ect. He mentioned that
“Chiranjeevi” will be grip-
ping throughout and highly
engaging. He also noted that
the glimpse itself gives a
hint of the core conflict, and
appreciated the director’s
dedication in extracting the
best output from the team.

Music director Sekhar
Chandra said that although
he usually works on love
stories and horror films,
this is the first time he has
composed for a film that
blends action and romance
like “Chiranjeevi.” He
found the concept interest-

ing, and while working on
the background score, he
was surprised by the inten-
sity of each scene. He espe-
cially mentioned that the
climax was completely
unexpected and that the
film contains a clever nar-
rative element. He enjoyed
working on the project.
Actor Rajeev said that
“Chiranjeevi” is also the
name of Megastar
Chiranjeevi, and just like
the name, their film will
also be impressive. He
expressed confidence that if
Megastar Chiranjeevi
watches the film, he would
appreciate the team. He
added that every scene is
gripping, and from the sec-
ond half to the climax, audi-
ences will be fully engaged
without distractions. He
requested everyone to sup-
port their hard work. Actor
Ram Jagan said that direc-

tor Venkat has executed the
film even better than how
he initially narrated the
story. He mentioned that
the twists in the film are
truly unpredictable.

He praised producer
Deepthi for making the film
on a grand scale without
compromising on produc-
tion quality. He also high-
lighted the strong perform-
ances by the cast and
requested the media to help
take the film to audiences.
Producer Deepti Nadiminti
said she comes from a tradi-
tional family.

She recalled how her father
once took her to a movie but
made her leave before the
interval, as he felt she
shouldn’t watch it. Despite
that background, she
always had a strong attrac-
tion toward cinema. Her
passion led her to become a
producer.

OM SHANTHI DISCO SHANTHI

Already caution kiya. Already!
Title, Motion Poster Released

rom the creator of

F

Raghav comes up with a
new comedy horror, titled
‘Om Shanthi Disco
Shanthi.” But with a twist
never seen before. Get
ready for another laugh
riot! While ghosts are
known to scare humans
what happens when they
meet their worst night-
mare? What if they
encounter people who don’t
even know what fear is?
Welcome to a world where
‘madness meets the super-
natural.’

Om Shanthi Disco Shanthi
is an outrageous confusion
comic adventure of Ghosts
vs. the Mad. Will the ghosts
succeed in haunting them?
Or will the mad turn the

‘Anando  Brahma’
and ‘Save The
Tigers,, Mahi V

tables and scare the ghosts?
Experience the spooky, yet
fun ride with jump scares,

witty conversations, and
unexpected twists. This
September... in theatres.

Pithapuramlo... Ala Modalaindi’ — A Family
Drama. In this film, we have beautifully portrayed
the bond between a father and a daughter

nder the banner of

Mahesh Chandra

Cinema Team,

Dundigalla
Balakrishna, Akula Suresh
Patel, and F.M. Murali
(Godavari Kittayya) have
produced the film
*Pithapuramlo... Ala
Modalaindi’*. This movie
took shape under the direc-
tion of veteran filmmaker
Mahesh  Chandra. Dr.

Rajendra Prasad,
Prudhviraj, Kedar Shankar,
Manichandana,
Annapurnamma,  Sunny
AKkhil, Virat, Sai Praneeth,
Srilu, Prathyusha, and
Rehana played the lead roles
in the film. The movie is
scheduled for a grand release
on May 1st. In this context,
producers Dundigalla
Balakrishna, Akula Suresh
Patel, and F.M. Murali

(Godavari Kittayya) interact-
ed with the media and
shared details about the film.
Speaking on the occasion...
Producer Dundigalla
Balakrishna stated:* "Our
director is a staunch support-
er of the Jana Sena Party; he
actively campaigned for the
party in Pithapuram. He
hails from Chebrolu. He
made a promise that if Mr.
Pawan Kalyan were to win
the election, he would shoot
his next film in that very
region. That is precisely why
we filmed there. We complet-
ed nearly 75 percent of the
shooting in that location. We
also filmed certain portions
in Hyderabad and Goa. We
have shared a long-standing
relationship  with  Mr.
Mahesh Chandra spanning
many years. Initially, Mr.
Mahesh Chandra intended to
make a film with Mr. Akula
Suresh; subsequently, we
joined the project."
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