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Rupee depreciation 
post Feb 27 in line with 
other currencies
New Delhi (TSIT): The Indian 
rupee depreciation post February 
27 is, in fact, in line with other 
currencies, and better than cur-
rencies which appreciated signifi-
cantly in the earlier period (April 
2, 2025 to February 27, 2026), indi-
cating that in an uncertain world 
pushing the limits on rupee depre-
ciation as a shock absorber does 
not hold beyond an inflection 
point, according to SBI Research. 
Interestingly, the Indian rupee 
depreciated by 6.4 per cent 
between April 2, 2025 to February 
27, 2026. At the same time, the dol-
lar index also depreciated by 6 per 
cent during the same period. This 
was the time when most curren-
cies were appreciating against the 
dollar but not the rupee and thus 
perhaps the argument of using 
rupee as a shock absorber may 
have been overblown, according 
to the report. The attempt to 
rationalise the open position for 
banks by the RBI though useful is 
likely to have created a significant 
divergence of the Onshore and 
Offshore markets.

Eight killed in road 
accidents in Andhra, 
Telangana
Amaravati (TSIT) : Eight people 
were killed in four separate road 
accidents in Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana on Friday, police 
said. One person was killed, and 
four were injured when a tour-
ist bus from Gujarat rammed 
into a mini lorry near Dornala 
in Markapuram district. The 
tourist bus with 40 passengers 
onboard was travelling from 
Rajkot to Srisailam. The acci-
dent occurred when the bus 
driver lost control after the vehi-
cle suffered a tyre puncture and 
hit the stationary DCM on the 
roadside. The mini lorry had 
broken down, and the driver 
had stopped it by the roadside. 
Police rushed to the spot and 
shifted the injured to the gov-
ernment hospital at Dornala. 
In another accident in 

BRIFSIN

WORLD I NEWS SPORTS I NEWSNATION I NEWS

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES
NATIONAL DAILY NEWSPAPEREssence of the South

/thesouthindiatimes.yahoo.inwww.thesouthindiatimes.comepaper.thesouthindiatimes.comFor E-paper & Website Visit 

SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

WEATHER

1,51,530.00

GOLD RATE
24K

Telangana to Emerge as Textile 
Capital of South Asia: CM Revanth 
HYDERABAD (TSIT) Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on 
Friday declared that Telangana 
is poised to transform into the 
Textile Capital of South Asia, 
outlining an ambitious road-
map at the inauguration of the 
13th Asian Textile Conference 
(ATEXCON 2026) held in 
Hyderabad. The global sum-
mit, jointly organized by the 
Telangana Government and 
the Confederation of Indian 
Textile Industry (CITI), was 
inaugurated by the Chief 
Minister in the presence of 
Ministers D. Sridhar Babu and 
Tummala Nageswara Rao.

Addressing over 1,200 dele-
gates from across India and 
abroad, the Chief Minister 
highlighted the State's vision to 
build a robust, end-to-end tex-
tile ecosystem and emerge as a 
global hub by 2047. He empha-
sized that Telangana offers 
world-class infrastructure, 
ample land, reliable power and 
water supply, investor-friendly 
policies, and swift execution 
capabilities.

Linking the textile vision to 
the broader "Telangana Rising" 
agenda, the CM reiterated the 
State's goal of becoming a $1 
trillion economy by 2034 and $3 
trillion by 2047, supported by 

strong policy frameworks and 
skilled human resources.

Highlighting Telangana's 
rich textile heritage, he 
referred to globally renowned 
Pochampally Ikat, Gadwal 
sarees, Warangal durries, and 
Narayanpet weaves, stating 
that textiles are not just an 
industry but a lifeline for thou-
sands of weaving families.

"Telangana is one of the larg-

est cotton-producing states in 
India, known globally for the 
quality and richness of its cot-
ton," he said, adding that the 
State has both the "skill and 
will" to lead the global textile 
sector.The Chief Minister 
underscored key infrastruc-
ture initiatives such as the 
Kakatiya Mega Textile Park in 
Warangal, along with multiple 
apparel parks, positioning 
Telangana as a preferred desti-
nation for textile investments.

Inviting global investors, he 
said, "If you have a vision, we 
are your perfect partners for 
global success. From cotton 
fields in Telangana to fashion 
runways in London, New York, 
Paris, Milan, Tokyo, or Dubai, 
we will be your partners across 
the value chain."He also high-

lighted Hyderabad's growing 
prominence as a global hub for 
film production, noting that 
international platforms like 
Netflix have established stu-
dios in the city, and empha-
sized plans to integrate the 
fashion and textile sectors with 
the film industry.

Stressing sustainability, the 
CM announced plans to devel-
op green textile hubs, with a 
focus on eco-friendly produc-
tion practices and large-scale 
skill development, particularly 
for women, blending tradition-
al craftsmanship with modern 
technology.

The conference, themed 
"Reimagining the Future of 
Global Textiles," will feature 
discussions on Fibres & 
Fabrics, Manufacturing & 
Supply Chains (AI and 
Automation), and Markets & 
Trade. Prominent industry 
leaders attending ATEXCON 
2026 include Kihak Sung 
(Chairman, YoungOne 
Corporation), Ashwin 
Chandran (Chairman, CITI), 
Dinesh Nolkha (Deputy 
Chairman, CITI), Dr. S.N. 
Modani (Vice Chairman, 
Sangam India), and RCM 
Reddy (CEO & MD, School 
Net India).

Telangana Targets 
Global Textile Hub Status 
with Mega Parks, 
Investor-Friendly 
Policies, and Sustainable 
Growth Plan

Amaravati to be growth engine for 
$2.4 trillion economy: Andhra CM 
Amaravati (TSIT) Amaravati, 
the capital of Andhra Pradesh, 
will serve as a growth engine for 
the state to achieve a 2.4 trillion-
dollar economy by 2047, Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu said on Friday.  
Addressing a press conference, 
he asserted that no one can stop 
the development of Amaravati. 

He exuded confidence that all 
major works in the state capital 
will be completed by 2028, and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who laid the foundation for 
Amaravati in 2015 and re-start-
ed the works last year, will inau-
gurate major projects in 2029. 

Chandrababu Naidu 
remarked that, with the Bill's 
passage by Parliament, 
Amaravati is unstoppable.  He 
described the passing of the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Bill 2026 by both 
Houses of Parliament as a vic-
tory of five crore people for 
“people’s capital” Amaravati. 

The Chief Minister, who cele-
brated the occasion by distribut-
ing sweets at his official resi-
dence, said that, barring the 
YSR Congress, all parties sup-
ported the Bill aimed at provid-
ing legal status to Amaravati as 
the sole and permanent capital 

of Andhra Pradesh.  He 
expressed surprise over the 
opposition to the Bill by YSRCP 
MPs who got elected from 
Andhra Pradesh but failed to 
protect and honour the interests 
and sentiments of the people. 

The Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) president thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, and 
MPs from all parties, including 
the Lok Sabha Speaker and 
Rajya Sabha Chairman, for 
extending support to the 
Amaravati Bill. The Chief 
Minister said that while the 
entire country supported 
Amaravati in passing a Bill in 
Parliament, the YSRCP began 
opposing it from the beginning 
and hatched conspiracies to pre-
vent the development of 
Amaravati as the state capital in 
the name of the three capitals. 

5 Indians among 12 injured 
by falling missile debris 

Abu Dhabi (TSIT): As many as 
12 people, including five Indian 
nationals, were injured on 
Friday due to the falling missile 
debris after a successful inter-
ception carried out by UAE's air 
defence systems in Ajban area 
of Abu Dhabi.

"As part of the ongoing fol-
low-up to the previously report-
ed incident in the Ajban area 
caused by falling debris follow-
ing the successful interception 
by air defence systems, authori-
ties confirm that the incident 
has resulted in minor to moder-
ate injuries sustained by six 
individuals of Nepali nationali-
ty and five individuals of Indian 
nationality, and one major inju-
ry sustained by an individual of 
Nepali nationality. The public 
is reminded to obtain informa-
tion only from official sources 
and to avoid spreading rumours 
or unverified information," 
Abu Dhabi Media Office posted 
on X. Earlier in the day, the 
office said that authorities 
responded to an incident of fall-
ing debris in the Ajban area 
after a successful interception 
by air defence systems.

Meanwhile, UAE's Ministry 
of Defence said that its air 
defence on Friday engaged 18 
ballistic missiles, four cruise 
missiles and 47 Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 
launched from Iran.

According to the statement, 
UAE's air defences have 
engaged 475 ballistic missiles, 
23 cruise missiles and 2085 
UAVs since the start of Iranian 
attacks. "The attacks resulted 
in the martyrdom of two mem-
bers of the armed forces while 
performing their national 
duty, in addition to the martyr-
dom of a Moroccan civilian 
contracted by the Armed 
Forces, as well as nine fatali-
ties of Pakistani, Nepali, 
Bangladeshi, Palestinian and 
Indian nationalities.

"A total of 203 people were 
also injured, with injuries rang-
ing from minor to moderate and 
severe. The injured included 
nationals of the UAE, Egypt, 
Sudan, Ethiopia, the 
Philippines, Pakistan, Iran, 
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Azerbaijan, Yemen, Uganda, 
Eritrea, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Bahrain, Comoros, Türkiye, 
Iraq, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, 
Jordan, Palestine, Ghana, 
Indonesia, Sweden and 
Tunisia," read the statement.

Kerala CM Vijayan hits back at 
CM Revanth, defends Kerala Model

Thiruvananthapuram (TSIT) 
: A sharp political exchange 
erupted between Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
and his Telangana counter-
part Revanth Reddy on 
Friday, with the former 
launching a detailed rebuttal 
to remarks made by the latter 
during his campaign tour in 
the state. Reddy, who has 
drawn crowds in Kerala with 
his fiery speeches, including a 
swipe using a popular dia-
logue associated with 
Malayalam superstar 
Mohanlal, had criticised the 
Vijayan government, alleging 
corruption and governance 
failure.

Responding through a 
strongly worded Facebook 
post, Vijayan accused the 
Telangana Chief Minister of 
"misleading himself" and 
attempting to "belittle Kerala".

Vijayan countered the alle-
gations by highlighting 
Kerala’s performance across 
key social indicators. He 
pointed out that Kerala ranks 
first in the NITI Aayog 
Sustainable Development 
Index (2023–24) with 79 points, 
while Telangana stands sixth.

He also stressed that 

Kerala has the lowest pover-
ty rate in the country at 0.55 
per cent, compared to 
Telangana’s 5.88 per cent 
and was on track to eradi-
cate extreme poverty entire-
ly by the end of 2025. The 
Chief Minister further 
underscored Kerala’s 
achievements in literacy 
and healthcare, noting a lit-
eracy rate of 95.3 per cent 
against Telangana’s 76.9 per 
cent, and an Infant Mortality 
Rate of just 5 per 1,000 births, 

lower even than that of the 
United States.He added that 
Kerala’s robust public health 
system enables its citizens to 
live 5 to 7 years longer than 
the national average.

Taking a swipe at Reddy’s 
criticism, Vijayan remarked 
that instead of spending heav-
ily on political campaigns in 
Kerala, the Telangana leader 
should focus on addressing 
poverty and improving litera-
cy back home. He also termed 
it "political hypocrisy" that a 
Telangana delegation had ear-
l i e r  v i s i t e d 
Thiruvananthapuram to 
study Kerala’s ‘Ente Bhoomi’ 
digital land records system, 
even as its Chief Minister now 
derides the state. Vijayan also 
rejected allegations of collu-
sion with the Centre, accusing 
the Congress of acting as a "B 
team" of the BJP by failing to 
oppose policies that "finan-
cially constrain Kerala".

In a pointed conclusion, 
Vijayan asserted that Kerala 
has little to learn from a gov-
ernment where salaries and 
pensions are reportedly 
delayed, instead inviting 
Reddy to study Kerala’s wel-
fare model firsthand.

Trump links Hormuz crisis to oil opportunity 
Washington, April 3 : With ten-
sions still simmering in the Gulf, 
U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Friday suggested the Strait of 
Hormuz could be reopened for 
oil gains, describing it as a 
chance to “MAKE A FORTUNE,” 
as maritime traffic shows early 
signs of revival.  “With a little 
more time, we can easily OPEN 
THE HORMUZ STRAIT, TAKE 
THE OIL, & MAKE A FORTUNE. 
IT WOULD BE A ‘GUSHER’ FOR 
THE WORLD???,” Trump said in 
a social media post. 

His remarks come as new data 
indicate a cautious return of 
shipping activity through the 
strategic waterway, a key artery 

for global energy supplies. 
Maritime intelligence firm 
Windward said 16 ships transit-
ed the strait on April 1, marking 
the third consecutive day of 
movement after a period of 
severe disruption. Separate data 
showed 16 cargo vessels passed 
through on Wednesday, up from 

11 the previous day, signalling a 
gradual recovery, though still 
far below pre-conflict levels. 

The disruption began in mid-
March, when Iran imposed a 
mandatory navigation corridor, 
overseen by the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC), forcing vessels to alter 
their routes and operate under 
Iranian supervision. Recent ves-
sel movements suggest some 
operators are beginning to test 
those restrictions. According to 
Windward, as of April 2, about 
656 vessels were present in the 
Arabian Gulf, split between 
cargo ships (55 per cent) and 
tankers (45 per cent).

Bengal Will Be Divided Through Assembly Seats 
Rearrangement if BJP Comes to Power: CM Mamata 

KOLKATA (TSIT) West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Friday alleged that 
if the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) comes to power in the 
poll-bound state, the division of 
Bengal through Assembly con-
stituency rearrangement will 
be inevitable.

Addressing a campaign rally 
at Harirampur in South 
Dinajpur district, Banerjee 
claimed, "The BJP is plotting to 
divide West Bengal by rearrang-
ing Assembly seats. It has been 
planned to create a separate 
state with some areas from 
Bihar and some from West 

Bengal. They (BJP) will be able 
to do that only if they come to 
power. So we have to defeat 
them again this time."

The Chief Minister urged the 
people to remain vigilant about 
the possibility of the BJP trying to 

prevent genuine voters from 
going to polling booths by using 
Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) deployed for the forth-
coming two-phase Assembly elec-
tion in West Bengal later this 
month. "There is no room for com-
placency. So I am asking my 
brothers and sisters in the district 
to be extremely vigilant," she said.
Banerjee praised the West Bengal 
Police's Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) for arresting 
Mofakkarul Islam, the master-
mind behind the harassment of 
judicial adjudication officers at 
Kaliachak in Malda district, on 
Wednesday night.

Congress accuses 
Centre of using 
special Session for 
electoral gain amid 
delimitation row
New Delhi (TSIT) Senior 
Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh launched a scathing 
attack on the union govern-
ment on Friday, claiming that 
the hasty extension of the cur-
rent Parliamentary session 
until this month is intended to 
gain political advantage ahead 
of important state elections 

while avoid-
ing proper 
consultation 
with the oppo-
sition.

Addressing 
reporters in 
Delhi, Ramesh 
said the gov-
ernment had 

ignored repeated requests 
from Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge for an all-
party meeting, despite formal 
correspondence with 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju.He 
described the decision to pro-
ceed unilaterally as a “gross 
violation” of the Model Code of 
Conduct, particularly with 
elections imminent in West 
Bengal and Tamil Nadu.
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Mahesh Kumar Goud: Congress 

Will Win Over 100 Seats, Adilabad 

Turning Back to Party Stronghold

Komuram Bheem Saidabad : A grand meeting under the 
Congress party’s Sanghatan Srijan Abhiyan was held in 
Asifabad under the leadership of District Congress 
Committee (DCC) President Atram Suguna. The pro-
gramme featured a DCC executive meeting and oath-tak-
ing ceremony.

TPCC President and MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud attend-
ed as the Chief Guest and administered the oath to the 
newly appointed DCC executive members. He stated that 
the Sanghatan Srijan Abhiyan is vital for strengthening 
the party from the grassroots level.

Addressing the gathering, Mahesh Kumar Goud said 
Komuram Bheem district, though small, holds significant 
political importance and was once a Congress stronghold. 
He expressed confidence that the district is once again 
moving towards the Congress fold.

He emphasized that Congress remains the only party 
committed to social justice, ensuring opportunities and 
leadership positions for SCs, STs, BCs, and minorities. He 
noted that nearly 70 percent of district presidents in the 
party belong to these sections, reflecting its inclusive 
approach.

Highlighting welfare measures, he said the Congress 
government has taken key initiatives including farm loan 
waivers, housing schemes, and supply of fine rice. He 
alleged that the previous government had burdened the 
state with massive debt, which the Congress is now 
addressing.

Mahesh Kumar Goud also stated that Rahul Gandhi’s 
yatra was aimed at understanding people’s issues and 
ensuring that benefits reach the deserving sections.

Puducherry (TSIT):  
Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu 
called upon voters in 
Puducherry to elect 
Congress–DMK alliance 
candidates with a massive 
majority, asserting that 
the alliance is committed 
to safeguarding democra-
cy and upholding the val-
ues of the Constitution.

Campaigning on Friday 
evening along with 
Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar and 
Puducherry PCC President 
Vaidyalingam, the Deputy 
Chief Minister addressed 
public meetings in the 
Manavely Assembly con-
stituency in support of 
Congress candidate 
Anantharaman and in the 
M. Balam constituency 
backing candidate 
Lakshmikant.

Appealing to the elector-
ate, Bhatti Vikramarka 
urged voters to bring the 
Congress back to power 
and “save Puducherry.” 
He emphasized that the 
Congress–DMK alliance 
(SPA) stands firmly by its 
promises and cautioned 
people against misinfor-
mation allegedly being 
spread by the NDA alli-
ance regarding implemen-
tation of guarantees.

Highlighting Telangana 
as a model, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said the 

Congress government in 
the state began implement-
ing its guarantees from the 
very first Cabinet meeting 
after assuming office. He 
noted that farm loans 
worth Rs.21,000 crore ben-
efiting around 25 lakh 
farmer families have 
already been waived. 
Under the Rythu Bharosa 
scheme, Rs.18,000 crore is 
being extended annually, 
providing Rs.12,000 per 
acre to farmers.

He further stated that 
67,173 government jobs 
have been filled transpar-
ently, with appointment 
letters distributed public-
ly. Under the Mahalakshmi 
scheme, free bus travel for 
women has not only 
empowered them but also 
helped transform RTC into 
a profit-making entity, 
with women saving 
Rs.6,000 to Rs.7,000 per 

month.
Bhatti Vikramarka also 

highlighted other welfare 
initiatives, including 200 
units of free electricity, 
sanctioning of 4.5 lakh 
Indiramma houses with 
Rs.5 lakh assistance each, 
and implementation of the 
Rs.500 gas cylinder 
scheme. He added that the 
government is encourag-
ing women to become 
entrepreneurs, including 
bus owners.

Expressing confidence 
in the future, he said 
Telangana is progressing 
with a clear vision under 
the “Telangana Rising 
Vision–2047,” aiming to 
become a $1 trillion econo-
my by 2034 and a $3 trillion 
economy by 2047. With a 
growth rate of 10.8%, he 
asserted that development 
is being achieved without 
increasing taxes.

CONGRESS–DMK ALLIANCE WILL FULFIL 
EVERY PROMISE: DY CM BHATTI

Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross 
is for the Salvation of Humanity

 Rev. Dr. Sangala Paulson Raj

Hanamkonda TSIT: Rev.Dr.Sangala Paulson Raj, 
Founder, Prophet of Christ Jyothi Ministries, 
Karunapuram, stated that Jesus Christ sacrificed 
His life on the cross for the salvation of mankind.
Speaking at the Good Friday observance held on 
Friday at Christ Jyothi Mandiram in 
Karunapuram, under Dharmasagar mandal of 
Hanumakonda district. The programme was pre-
sided over by Rev. Dr.Jayaprakash Gopu, 
General Secretary of Society of Christ.Addressing 
the gathering, Rev.Paulson Raj said that the cru-
cifixion of Jesus Christ stands as a profound 
symbol of divine love and sacrifice. He noted that 
the day of His death reflects unmatched compas-
sion and forgiveness for humanity.Explaining 
the significance of the “Seven Words” spoken by 
Jesus Christ on the cross, he said they convey 
deep spiritual messagesforgiveness (first word), 
salvation (second), relationship (third), suffering 
(fourth), physical agony (fifth), victory (sixth), 
and surrender (seventh). He described these 
seven words as guiding principles for mankind.
On the occasion, Brothers Paul, Pradeep, 
Sandeep, Satyam, Vinay, Benjamin, and Yosef 
elaborated on each of the seven words and their 
spiritual meaning.A large number of devotees 
participated in the Good Friday prayers and 
devotional programme.

Secunderabad TSIT: Tractors 
and Farm Equipment Limited 
(TAFE), one of the world’s leading 
tractor manufacturers and India’s 
second-largest tractor company, 
has reported a record-breaking 
performance in FY26, selling 
approximately 2,14,951 tractors—
the highest in its history.

The company closed the fiscal 
year on a strong note, registering 
a significant 37.4% growth in 
March 2026, outpacing the domes-
tic industry growth of 29% during 
the same period. This robust per-
formance has been attributed to 
TAFE’s strong product portfolio, 
deeper farmer connect, and sus-
tained demand across key agricul-
tural regions.

TAFE also achieved its highest-

ever domestic sales, with both its 
flagship brands—Massey 
Ferguson and Eicher Tractors—
recording peak sales figures. The 
company maintained strong 

export momentum, shipping 
12,584 tractors to international 
markets, reinforcing its global 
footprint and diversified growth 
strategy.

To cater to rising demand, 
TAFE’s manufacturing plants 
operated at full capacity through-
out the year. The company is also 
exploring capacity expansion ini-
tiatives to support future growth 
and strengthen its leadership 
position in the global tractor 
industry. Commenting on the 
achievement, TAFE Vice 
Chairman Dr. Lakshmi Venu said 
the year has been highly positive 
for both the tractor market and 
farmers. She highlighted that 
favorable monsoons and the gov-
ernment’s reduction in GST have 

significantly supported the farm-
ing sector. She also noted a grow-
ing trend in farm mechanisation, 
especially among small farmers, 
which is improving productivity 
and strengthening rural 
incomes.

Despite global uncertainties, 
inflationary pressures, and sup-
ply chain disruptions, TAFE 
remains optimistic about its 
medium-term outlook. The com-
pany expects continued growth 
driven by increasing mecha-
nisation, replacement demand, 
expanded applications of trac-
tors and implements, and recov-
ery in key export markets.TAFE 
expressed confidence in sustain-
ing its growth momentum in the 
coming years.

TAFE Achieves Record Tractor Sales in FY26, Surpasses Industry Growth

Khammam (TSIT): The land 
dispute at Velugumatla on the 
outskirts of Khammam city 
continues to take new turns, 
with police intensifying 
action against those allegedly 
involved in illegal collection 
of money in the name of 
house site pattas. In a recent 
development, the police have 
seized assets and vehicles 
belonging to the accused, cre-
ating a sensation in the city.

According to officials, over 
600 people had put up huts 
and constructed houses on 
about 31 acres of Bhoodan 
land at Velugumatla over the 
past decade. The structures 
were demolished by authori-
ties last month, terming them 
illegal encroachments on gov-
ernment land, which trig-

gered a major controversy. 
Following public outrage and 
widespread attention on 
social media, the government 
later identified eligible benefi-

ciaries and issued pattas.
Meanwhile, allegations sur-

faced that members of a rural 
poor association collected 
money ranging from Rs.50,000 
to several lakhs from inno-
cent people, promising to pro-
vide house site pattas. Based 
on complaints, police regis-
tered 24 cases against around 
60 persons and constituted a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to probe the matter. 
Police estimate that nearly 
Rs.3 crore was collected in the 
scam.

As part of the investigation, 
police seized movable and 
immovable assets worth 
around Rs.45 lakh, including 
tractors, cars and bikes. Five 
vehicles worth about Rs.10 
lakh were also confiscated. 

Officials stated that key 
accused, including Balli 
Srinivas, Poleboyina 
Muthayya, Koppera 
Venkanna, Talluri Krishna, 
Kalti Ramachandraiah and 
Banala Lakshmana Chary, 
allegedly collected Rs.2.88 
crore from victims. Police 
said the accused reportedly 
admitted to collecting money 
in the name of organising ral-
lies and providing basic ame-
nities such as electricity and 
water to temporary houses. It 
is also alleged that some of 
them used the money to pur-
chase vehicles and construct 
houses. The investigation is 
still underway, and police 
indicated that more seizures 
and arrests are likely in the 
coming days.

Assets seized in Velugumatla land scam, cases continue

Complete Pending Works in 
Municipalities: Additional 
Collector A. Bhaskar Rao

Yadadri Bhongir 
TSIT: Additional 
Collector A. 
Bhaskar Rao has 
directed Municipal 
Commissioners to 
expedite the com-
pletion of all pend-
ing development 
works across the 
municipalities in 
the district. On 

Friday, he held a review meeting with the Municipal 
Commissioners in his chamber. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Additional Collector reviewed the progress of various 
ongoing development projects—including those under UIDF, 
TUFIDCO, the AMRUT scheme, Swachh Bharat, and Stamp 
Duty works—as well as projects slated for future implemen-
tation. He instructed the commissioners to organize meet-
ings with the respective contractors to provide them with 
appropriate instructions and directives, ensuring the speedy 
completion of all pending tasks. In view of the approaching 
summer season, he emphasized that no municipality should 
face water scarcity; he directed officials to ensure a full and 
uninterrupted water supply to all residents and advised them 
to make all necessary arrangements in advance. He further 
instructed that sanitation activities within the towns be car-
ried out regularly every day, with particular attention paid to 
ensuring that no garbage piles remain unattended. 
Additionally, he directed officials to create awareness among 
the public regarding the 5% rebate scheme and to proceed 
with the collection of property taxes.
Commissioners from all municipalities in the district, along 
with Public Health Deputy Executive Engineers (DEEs), 
Assistant Engineers (AEs), and other staff members, partici-
pated in this program.

Ajay Sharma Assumes Additional Charge as RED 
(South), NTPC, Meets Key State Officials

karimnagar, April 3, TSIT : NTPC Southern Region has wit-
nessed a significant leadership development with Ajay 
Sharma, Executive Director (Engineering,Quality& 
Inspection)  assuming additional charge as Regional 
Executive Director (South) with immediate effect. A sea-
soned professional with over three decades of experience in 
NTPC,  Sharma began his career as an Executive Trainee in 

1989. A Mechanical 
Engineering gradu-
ate from Aligarh 
Muslim University 
with an MBA in 
Finance, he has held 
key assignments 
across operations, 
maintenance, and 
project leadership at 
major NTPC stations 
including Dadri and 
CC-EOC as NTPC OS  
Boiler head.  Recently  
he  served as Head of 
Project, Kahalgaon . 
Following his 
assumption of charge, 
Shri Sharma called 
on l Navin Mittal, 
Special Chief 
Secretary (Energy), 

Government of Telangana, where Sharma assured full sup-
port and cooperation from NTPC in addressing technical 
issues of flexible operation and boiler tube failures. He also 
met Devendra Singh Chauhan, RR, Additional Director 
General of Police (Personnel), as part of his initial engage-
ments with key stakeholders in the region.  Sharma is known 
for his strong technical expertise and leadership capabilities, 
and his appointment is expected to further strengthen NTPC’s 
operational performance and stakeholder engagement in the 
Southern Region.

Gachibowli TSIT: In a 
rare cultural moment for 
Hyderabad, a male 
B h a r a t a n a t y a m 
Arangetram will be pre-
sented after several 
decades as Mani Prasad, 
a disciple of Guru 
Vaidehi Subash of 
Mayuri Dance Academy, 
is set to perform his 
debut recital on April 4 at 
Ravindra Bharathi.

Having started learn-

ing dance at the age of 
nine, Mani Prasad has 
dedicated 14 years to 
mastering the classical 
art form. His Arangetram 
marks a significant mile-
stone in his artistic jour-
ney under the expert 
guidance of his Guru.

The recital will follow 
the traditional Margam 
format, featuring a blend 
of nritta (pure dance) and 
abhinaya (expressive 
storytelling). A key high-
light of the performance 
will be the Lathangi raga 
Varnam “Konjhum 
Chadangai,” portraying 
the glory of Lord Shiva, 
including the episode of 
Neelakantha and the sig-
nificance of the Pancha 
Bhootas.

The event is expected 
to draw art lovers and 
cultural enthusiasts, 
highlighting the contin-
ued presence and revival 
of male performers in 
Indian classical dance.

Rare Male Bharatanatyam 
Arangetram in Hyderabad

Will Reconstruct Bhoolaxmamma 

Temple at Original Spot After 

Highway ExpansionJaggareddy

Jublee hills: TPCC leader Jaggareddy has stated that the 
Bhoolaxmamma temple, which was removed during the 
National Highway expansion works, will be re-estab-
lished at its original location alongside the road in the 
future. In a statement, he assured that the temple would 
be rebuilt at the same spot where it existed earlier, once 
the road expansion works are completed.
Jaggareddy also addressed the concerns of small vendors 
who lost their livelihoods due to the highway widening. He 
said that those who had fruit stalls, pan shops, and tiffin 
carts along the roadside would be rehabilitated after the 
completion of the works. He urged all affected vendors to 
come forward and register their details with TPCC General 
Secretary Topaji Anantha Kishan, Sangareddy Municipal 
Chairman Kuna Santosh, Vice Chairman Shafi Hafeez, 
and Town Party President George. He assured that neces-
sary arrangements would be made to help them re-estab-
lish their businesses without inconvenience.

Hyderabad TSIT: 
National Dairy 
Development Board 
(NDDB) Chairman Dr. 
Meenesh Shah and Mother 
Dairy Delhi Chairman 
Jayatirtha Chari paid a 
courtesy visit to Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy at his residence in 
Jubilee Hills on Friday 

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on the development 
and expansion of the dairy 
sector in Telangana.The 
leaders deliberated on 
strengthening milk pro-

duction, enhancing infra-
structure, and promoting 
cooperative initiatives to 
benefit dairy farmers 
across the State.Bhongir 
MP Chamala Kiran Kumar 
Reddy, Aleru MLA and 
Government Whip Beerla 
Ilaiah, Telangana State 
Dairy Development 
Cooperative Federation 
Chairman Gutta Amit 
Reddy, Principal 
Secretary Ilambarthi, 
and Mother Dairy 
Chairman Madhusudan 
Reddy were also present 
in the meeting.

NDDB Chairman Meets 

CM Revanth, Discusses Dairy 

Development in Telangana

Tight vigil by Hyderabad Police to check sale 
of chemically ripened mangoes

Hyderabad, April 3 : The Hyderabad 
Food Adulteration Surveillance Team 
(H-FAST), a special unit of Hyderabad 
Police to check food adulteration, is 
maintaining a strict vigil on the sale of 
chemically ripened mangoes. Hyderabad 
Police Commissioner V. C. Sajjanar, 
who heads H-FAST, said on Friday that 
legal action is being initiated against 
those who violate the rules.

He urged the public not to be deceived 
by the outward appearance of the fruit 
and to verify its naturalness before pur-
chasing. Be cautious of mangoes that 
have an unnatural colour, a chemical 
odour, or a strange taste. If there are 
unusual spots on the skin or if the colour 
changes unexpectedly when washed 
with baking soda water, realise that 
they are harmful to your health, he said.

People having information regarding 
adulterated mangoes may report it to 
Dial 100 or contact the H-FAST helpline 
at 8712661212. “The king of fruits is back 
on our plates, but people are advised to 
exercise caution and avoid being misled 
by chemically ripened mangoes. They 

should also be wary of those sold under 
the label of organic,” the Police 
Commissioner said in a social media 
post. He urged consumers to verify the 
authenticity of the produce before mak-
ing a purchase.

“With the onset of summer, the mango 
has begun to flood the markets. However, 
citizens must not overlook the deadly 
danger lurking behind these mouth-
watering fruits. Driven by a greed for 
profit, some unscrupulous traders are 
risking public lives. Instead of allowing 
mangoes to ripen naturally, they are 
being artificially ripened using Calcium 
Carbide and other hazardous chemi-
cals,” he said.

The Police Commissioner cautioned 
people that purchasing fruits solely 
because they look shiny and golden on 
roadside stalls is essentially inviting ill-
ness into your home.

“Typically, a naturally ripened mango 
does not have a perfectly uniform colour. 
In contrast, chemically ripened fruits 
appear bright yellow on the outside but 
remain raw and toxic on the inside. 

Medical experts warn that con-
suming such fruits can lead to 
immediate health issues like 
throat irritation, nausea, vom-
iting, and Diarrhea. In the long 
run, it may also lead to severe 
complications such as nervous 
system damage and respiratory 
problems,” he said.

Sajjanar stated that the 
Hyderabad Police are already 
taking a stern stand against 
such traders who play with 
public health. Police recently 
established a food adulteration 
surveillance team to strengthen 
food safety enforcement and 
regulatory action.
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On 4 April 2026, the Maldivian 
constitutional referendum is 
expected to result in a higher “No” 
vote.
This prediction is made by a unique 
practitioner—the first person in the 
universe to use 12th-sense insight, 
along with Ganathirsti. He is not a 
professional astrologer, but the only 
person in the universe with this rare 
ability, guided by deeper universal 
forces—making this prediction 
truly exceptional.

Predicted by :
S ALEXANDER, Astrologer

Namakkal, Tamilnadu.
Mob: 8248126514

HYDERABAD, April 3, 
2026 – Telangana Police 
have created history by 
securing the Overall 
Champion Trophy for the 
third consecutive time at 
the All India Police Duty 
Meet, achieving a remark-
able hat-trick victory.

The success comes as a 
result of continuous train-
ing and supervision by the 
CID wing, reflecting the 
department's commitment 
to excellence and profes-
sionalism. With this con-
sistent performance, 

Telangana Police once 
again demonstrated their 
superiority at the national 
level, reinforcing their 
reputation for discipline 
and efficiency.

Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy congratu-
lated the Telangana Police 
teams on their outstand-
ing achievement. He also 
extended his appreciation 
to Director General of 
Police B. Shivadhar Reddy 
and CID Additional 
Director General Charu 
Sinha for their leadership 

and guidance. The Chief 
Minister stated that the 
victory stands as a testa-
ment to the hard work, 
dedication, and discipline 
of the Telangana Police 
force.

Telangana Police have 
been maintaining a win-
ning streak over the past 
three years. The state 
emerged as Overall 
Champion at the 69th All 
India Police Duty Meet 
held in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra, following 
earlier victories in 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 
(2024) and Ranchi, 
Jharkhand (2025). At the 
Nagpur meet this year, 
the Telangana team 
delivered an exceptional 
performance, winning 
top honours in Anti-
Sabotage Check, 
Videography, and 
Computer Awareness 
categories. The team also 
secured runner-up posi-
tions in Scientific Aids to 
Investigation and Police 
Photography.

TELANGANA POLICE ACHIEVE HAT-TRICK 
VICTORY AT ALL INDIA POLICE DUTY MEET, 

CM REVANTH CONGRATULATES TEAM

Congress Made Sincere Efforts to 

Persuade Jeevan Reddy, Says TPCC 

Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud

HYDERABAD, April 3, 
2026 – Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) President Mahesh 
Kumar Goud on Friday 
reacted to the resignation 
of senior leader and for-
mer minister Jeevan 
Reddy, stating that the 
party had made sincere 
efforts to persuade him to 
reconsider his decision.

Speaking to the media at 
Gandhi Bhavan, Mahesh 
Kumar Goud said that 
Jeevan Reddy is a senior 
and respected leader, and 
both Minister D. Sridhar 
Babu and he personally 
tried to convince him not 
to resign. However, despite 
their efforts, Jeevan Reddy 
chose to step down.

He further remarked 
that there is effectively no 
strong opposition in 
Telangana at present and 
questioned which party 
Jeevan Reddy would 
choose to join. Taking a 
dig at rival parties, he 
alleged that one party is 
currently grappling with 
internal family disputes, 

while describing the BRS 
as a "loot-driven party."

The TPCC chief also crit-
icized the BJP, asserting 
that the party has no scope 
to grow or establish itself 
in Telangana. Mahesh 
Kumar Goud reiterated 
that the Congress party 
remains strong and com-
mitted to its leadership 
and governance in the 
state.

HYDERABAD, April 3, 
2026 – Vani Prasad, recent-
ly appointed as Special 
Chief Secretary of the 
Tourism and Culture 
Department, along with P. 
Gauthami, who assumed 
charge as Managing 
Director of the Telangana 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (TGTDC), 
paid a courtesy visit to 
Tourism Minister Jupally 
Krishna Rao at the Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Telangana 
Secretariat on Friday.

On the occasion, the 
Minister congratulated 
both officials on their new 
responsibilities and extend-
ed his best wishes.During 
the meeting, Jupally 
Krishna Rao directed the 
officials to focus on taking 
the tourism sector in the 

state to greater heights. He 
emphasized the need for 
development of tourist des-
tinations, strengthening of 
infrastructure, and priori-
tizing new tourism proj-

ects. The Minister under-
scored that a strategic and 
proactive approach would 
help position Telangana as 
a key tourism hub in the 
country.

Tourism Officials Call on Minister Jupally 
Krishna Rao, Focus on Strengthening 
Tourism Infastructure in Telangana

Rotary Human Milk Bank Fulfilling Shortage of 

Mother's Milk for Infants in Tirupati

TIRUPATI, April 3, 2026 
– District Collector Dr. S. 
Venkateswar stated that a 
Human Milk Bank estab-
lished at the Government 
Maternity Hospital 
through the Rotary Club of 
Tirupati is playing a vital 
role in providing healthy 
mother's milk to infants 
who lack access to it. On 
Friday, the District 
Collector visited the 
Rotary Human Milk Bank 
on the occasion of its com-
pletion of two years. He 
enquired in detail about 
the process of collecting, 
pasteurizing, storing, and 
distributing mother's 
milk. He advised that the 
services should be expand-
ed and that middle-class 
mothers should also be 
encouraged to donate.

The Collector congratu-
lated the Rotary Club offi-
cials, Hospital Medical 
Superintendent, medical 
officers, and nursing staff 
for strictly following safety 
protocols and for provid-
ing more services this year 
compared to the previous 
year.

He recalled that 20 years 
ago there were many mis-
conceptions about blood 
donation banks, but today 
blood donation meets 70% 

to 80% of the demand. 
Similarly, Human Milk 
Banks have been operat-
ing in India for the past 10 
years, expanding signifi-
cantly in states such as 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Kerala. 
Tirupati's Human Milk 
Bank is equipped with an 
analyser, enabling proper 
collection, storage, purifi-
cation, and distribution of 
mother's milk.

The milk is given to 
infants whose mothers 
cannot produce milk, pre-
mature babies, and low-
birth-weight babies. All 
necessary tests are con-
ducted before the milk is 
provided, ensuring no risk 
of infection. Mother's milk 
provides essential nutri-
tion, promotes healthy 
development, protects 
from diseases, and is easi-
ly digestible. The Collector 
appealed to every mother 
to exclusively breastfeed 
her newborn for the first 
six months. He informed 
that, so far, the Human 
Milk Bank has provided 
milk to 8,288 infants. This 
initiative has helped 
reduce neonatal and infant 
mortality by up to 50% and 
has significantly improved 
infant health.

The Collector suggested 
that awareness pro-
grammes about the 
Human Milk Bank should 
be conducted regularly in 
one or two wards of 
Tirupati every day. He 
assured that he would 
speak with the State 
Health NHM Director to 
provide all necessary facil-
ities for milk collection 
and storage.

Dr. Prameela Devi, 
Medical Superintendent of 
the Government Maternity 
Hospital, described the 
operation of the Human 
Milk Bank under the 
Rotary Club as a matter of 
pride. Rotary Club of 
Tirupati President 
Rajendra Shetty expressed 
happiness that this was 
the first Rotary Human 
Milk Bank in Andhra 
Pradesh equipped with an 
analyser. It was estab-
lished on April 3, 2024, at a 
cost of Rs.35 lakhs through 
a Rotary Global Grant, 
jointly supported by 
Rotary Club of Tirupati 
and Rotary Club of Green 
Tin, Malaysia.

Dr. Ramadevi, 
Managing Director of 
Amar Hospital, congratu-
lated every mother who 
donated her milk. Rotary 
Milk Bank Chairman 
Damodaram presented 
details of the milk collect-
ed and the number of 
infants who received it 
over the past two years.

The District Collector 
personally handed over 
shawls, mementos, and 
certificates to the mothers 
who donated milk and 
their family members. 
Certificates were also pre-
sented to the staff nurses 
working in the Human 
Milk Bank.

G a c h i b o w l i 
T S I T : A l i p u r a m 
Venkateshwar Reddy, 
Founder President of the 
Telangana Districts 
Cricket Association 
(TDCA) and former 
Chairman of the Sports 
Authority of Telangana 
(SATS), staged a protest 
against Sunrisers 
Hyderabad (SRH) on 
Friday, alleging that the 
franchise is neglecting 
talented cricketers from 
Telangana.

Along with leaders of 
various student unions, 
Venkateshwar Reddy 
held a dharna outside the 
SRH office in Banjara 
Hills and later submitted 
a memorandum to the 
team’s representative 
Nagesh.

Addressing the media, 
he expressed concern 
that despite nearly 100 

players from Telangana 
registering for the IPL 
auction, not even a single 
player from the state was 
picked by SRH. He ques-
tioned the franchise for 
overlooking promising 
youngsters like Aaron 
George and Aman Rao.

He alleged that while 
SRH benefits from 
Telangana’s support, 
infrastructure, and fan 
base, it has failed to pro-
vide opportunities to 
local talent. Calling it a 
“step-motherly attitude,” 
he demanded that the 
franchise rectify its 
approach.

Venkateshwar Reddy 
urged SRH management 
to take up the issue with 
the IPL Governing 
Council and ensure that 
at least two Telangana 
players are included in 
the squad in the future.

TDCA Chief Protests Against SRH for 
Ignoring Telangana Players

Mancherial, April 3, 
TSIT:Telangana PCC President 
Mahesh Kumar Goud stated 
that the Congress party came to 
power solely due to the tireless 
efforts of its workers. He was 
speaking at the Mancherial 
District Congress Party meeting 
held at Kyathanpalli MNR 
Gardens on Friday, where the 
oath-taking ceremony of the 
newly formed district executive 
committee was conducted in a 
grand manner.

Mahesh Kumar Goud admin-
istered the oath to the 40-mem-
ber district executive commit-
tee. On the occasion, the mem-
bers pledged to uphold party 
ideology and discipline and to 
work dedicatedly for strength-
ening the party.

State Ministers Vivek 
Venkataswamy and Jupally 
Krishna Rao, along with several 
senior leaders, attended the 
meeting.

Addressing the gathering, 
Mahesh Kumar Goud assured 
that the party would always rec-
ognize those who worked hard 
and give importance to seniori-
ty. He said the government is 
moving forward by implement-
ing its promises while balancing 
welfare and development.

Minister  Vivek 
Venkataswamy urged party 
workers to avoid group politics 
and focus on strengthening the 
party. Minister Jupally Krishna 
Rao reiterated that the party’s 
success was the result of the 
workers’ efforts.

“Congress Came to Power Due to 
Workers’ Efforts” – PCC Chief 

Mahesh Kumar Goud

Sadashivpet (TSIT):  
Tensions escalated in 
Sadashivpet as 
Congress leaders 
launched sharp allega-
tions against the local 
MLA, accusing him of 
land encroachments, 
misuse of power, and 
various irregularities 
spanning several years.

Speaking at a meet-
ing, Congress represen-
tatives warned that they 
would expose what they 
termed as a “long histo-
ry of illegal activities” 
linked to the MLA and 
his family. They alleged 
that several land 
encroachments took 
place in Sadashivpet, 
including ceiling land 
transactions and unau-
thorized occupation of 
municipal and private 
properties.The leaders 

further claimed that 
lands in Survey No. 181, 
reportedly around 
seven acres, were irreg-
ularly transferred in the 
name of the MLA’s fam-
ily members. They also 
raised questions regard-
ing alleged illegal leas-
ing of land around the 
TNGO Bhavan and 
other associated trans-
actions.

Allegations were also 
made regarding con-
struction of commercial 
buildings on encroached 
municipal land and 
leasing them to private 
educational institu-
tions. Congress leaders 
demanded that the 
Education Department 
immediately review 
and cancel permissions 
granted to such institu-
tions if irregularities 

are found. leaders stated 
that they would bring 
all alleged irregularities 
from 1995 to 2026 into 
the public domain and 
vowed to continue their 
agitation until action is 
taken.

Among those present 
at the meeting were 
CDC Chairman Ram 
Reddy, Town Congress 
P r e s i d e n t 
Satyanarayana, and 
party leaders Chiru, 
Vishnu Vardhan Reddy, 
Prem, Gundu Ravi, 
Shezzu, Saber, and 
Shankar Goud.

 Congress leaders 
issued a strong warning 
to the MLA, stating that 
“the political chapter 
has just begun,” and 
called for accountability 
and transparency in 
public life.

Congress Leaders Allege Land Grabs, 
Irregularities Against MLA in Sadashivpet

ON THIS OCCASION THE COMPANY’S AREA MANAGER SRI MOHAMMED NAZEERUDDIN PERFORMED SPECIAL 
PRAYERS FOR THE VEHICLE IN FRONT OF THE SRIVARI TEMPLE AND HANDED OVER THE VEHICLE KEYS TO TTD 
ADDITIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER SRI CH. VENKAIAH CHOWDARY.

Mattol TSIT:  AICC 
Observer Harkara 
Venugopal visited Mattol 
Panchayat under the 
Kaliaasheri Assembly 
constituency on Friday 
and held a detailed review 
meeting with party lead-
ers and UDF representa-
tives.During the visit, the 
observer interacted with 
grassroots leaders and dis-
cussed strategies to 
strengthen booth-level 
management. He empha-
sized the importance of 
coordination among party 
workers and UDF allies to 
ensure effective election 
preparedness.Venugopal 
highlighted that strong 

booth management is key 
to electoral success and 
urged leaders to focus on 
voter outreach, organiza-
tional discipline, and 
teamwork at the grass-

roots level.Local leaders 
welcomed the observer 
and assured full coopera-
tion in implementing the 
strategies discussed dur-
ing the meeting.

AICC Observer Harkara Venugopal Reviews 
Booth Management in Mattol Panchayat

Director Smt. Bharathi Holikeri 
inspected the preparations for the 

upcoming census in the district.

Mahabubabad District Correspondent *( April 03)* Smt. 
Bharathi Holikeri, Director of Census, inspected the 
preparations for the upcoming census in Mahabubabad 
district and attended a meeting of Mandal Level Master 
Training Officers as part of this. She gave appropriate 
instructions to the officers undergoing training for the 
upcoming census in the district. Smt. Bharathi Holikeri, 
Director Census Officer said that the officers should 
conduct a proper survey at the field level and conduct 
the census as per the rules as prescribed by the govern-
ment, and that the population statistics are crucial for 
the government to formulate development and welfare 
schemes, infrastructure facilities and plans. He said that 
this census is being conducted for the first time in the 
country through a digital method using mobile apps and 
web portals. He said that a special portal will be made 
available before the census begins so that people can 
register their details themselves. Appropriate instruc-
tions will be given to the Mandal Level Training Officers 
in the Census and they will return after taking advan-
tage of the training. They urged the enumerators and 
supervisors in their mandals to be trained and make the 
census program a success.

Reconsider Excise Transfer Rule 
Restricting Personnel from Working 

in Home Districts Jaggareddy

Hyderabad TSIT: 
TPCC Working 
P r e s i d e n t 
Jaggareddy has 
urged the State 
Government to 

immediately withdraw the rule 
that prevents Prohibition and 
Excise Department constables and 
head constables from working in 
their native districts.Referring to 
the recent transfer guidelines 
issued by the Excise Department, 
Jaggareddy said the inclusion of 
Clause 8(f), which bars personnel 
from serving in their home dis-
tricts, is unjust to lower-level 
employees. He stated that the rule 
would adversely affect around 150 
constables’ families in Sangareddy 
district alone and nearly 3,000 fam-
ilies across the State.
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HYDERABAD, April 3, 
2026 – GITAM Deemed to 
be University, 
Hyderabad, has proudly 
congratulated Dr. Durga 
Vara Prasadu Botla on 
earning his Ph.D. in 
Chemistry. He completed 
his doctoral research 
under the guidance of Dr. 
Shiva Kumar Koppula, 
Associate Professor in 
the Department of 
Chemistry, School of 
Science.

Dr. Botla’s research, 
titled “Design, Synthesis 
and Biological 
Evaluation of Triazolo/
O x a d i a z o l o - L i n k e d 
Hybrid Heterocyclic 
Scaffolds,” focused on 
developing novel hetero-
cyclic compounds with 
potential anticancer and 

antibacterial applica-
tions. His work involved 
the synthesis and biologi-
cal evaluation of several 
hybrid heterocyclic mol-

ecules incorporating 
pharmacologically sig-
nificant structures such 
as pyrimidines, thia-
zoles, triazoles, and oxa-
diazoles.

The study led to the 
development of new com-
pounds that demonstrat-
ed promising in-vitro 
anticancer activity 
against breast (MCF-7) 
and lung (A-549) cancer 
cell lines, with some 
showing superior cyto-
toxicity compared to 
standard drugs. The 
research also identified 
compounds with strong 
antibacterial and bio-
film-inhibiting proper-
ties against human 
pathogenic bacteria, 
along with notable activ-
ity against Salmonella 

typhimurium and 
Escherichia coli.

These findings high-
light the potential of the 
newly synthesized 
hybrid heterocyclic scaf-
folds for further develop-
ment as therapeutic 
agents in anticancer and 
antibacterial drug dis-
covery.

The GITAM leader-
ship, including Prof. D. S. 
Rao, Pro Vice-Chancellor; 
D.V.V.S.R. Varma, 
Resident Director; Dr. M. 
Reza, Principal, School of 
Science; and Dr. Gousia 
Begum,  Head, 
Department of 
Chemistry, congratulat-
ed Dr. Botla and appreci-
ated his contribution to 
impactful scientific 
research.

GITAM Scholar Dr. Durga Vara Prasadu Botla Earns Ph.D. in Chemistry 
with Research on Anticancer & Antibacterial Compounds

V I S A K H A P A T N A M 
(TSIT) Marking a major 
milestone in India's mari-
time defence, the Indian 
Navy commissioned its 
latest stealth frigate INS 
Taragiri (F41) in a grand 
ceremony held at the 
Visakhapatnam naval 
dockyard. Raksha Mantri 
Rajnath Singh attended 
the event and dedicated 
the warship to the nation.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Rajnath Singh 
stressed that building a 
strong Navy is an absolute 
necessity for India. He 
noted that with over 11,000 
km of coastline and nearly 
95% of trade conducted 
through maritime routes, 
the country's growth is 
deeply linked to the 
oceans. He highlighted 
that the Indian Navy main-

tains a round-the-clock 
presence in the Indian 
Ocean Region, ensuring 
the safety of critical sea 
lanes and the smooth flow 
of global trade.

The Raksha Mantri stat-
ed that the Navy actively 
safeguards commercial 
vessels and oil tankers, 
especially during times of 
tension. He also under-
scored the importance of 
protecting undersea digi-
tal infrastructure, includ-
ing internet cables, in 
today's digital era. He 
emphasized the need to 
adopt a comprehensive 
and future-ready approach 
to maritime security, 
extending beyond tradi-
tional coastal defence. He 
added that during crises 
such as evacuations and 
humanitarian missions, 

the Indian Navy always 
stands at the forefront, 
reflecting India's commit-
ment and values. INS 
Taragiri, he said, will fur-
ther strengthen the Navy's 
operational capabilities 
and national security.

Chief of Naval Staff 
Dinesh K. Tripathi stated 
that the warship repre-
sents a significant 
advancement in naval 
strength and will enhance 
India's preparedness in an 
evolving maritime securi-
ty environment. Built with 
contributions from over 
200 MSMEs, INS Taragiri 
stands as a symbol of 
India's technological 
advancement, strong 
defence ecosystem, and 
growing stature as a 
responsible maritime 
power.

Indian Navy Commissions Latest Stealth 
Frigate INS Taragiri in Visakhapatnam

•9,183 CARDIAC PATIENTS 
SAVED IN LAST 3 MONTHS
•RACING AGAINST TIME TO 
SAVE LIVES

The South India Times
Visakhapatnam : The 108 
emergency services, oper-
ated across Andhra 
Pradesh under Bhavya 
Health Services, are play-
ing a vital role in saving 
lives with their rapid 
response. In critical cardi-
ac emergencies, timely 
intervention has helped 
save 9,183 patients from 
the brink of death over the 
past three months, offi-
cials said. More than just a 
transportation system, the 
108 ambulance services 
function as mobile emer-
gency medical units. With 
comprehensive pre-hospi-
tal care, trained personnel, 
advanced technology, and 
24/7 medical supervision, 
they have become a 
dependable lifeline for the 
public. The first hour after 
a heart attack is known as 
the “golden hour,” during 
which timely medical care 
significantly improves 
survival chances. During 
this crucial period, 108 
teams reach the spot 
quickly and provide imme-
diate treatment inside the 
ambulance, saving numer-
ous lives. Trained 
Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) 
assess patients and initiate 
life-saving procedures 
such as oxygen support, 
CPR, blood pressure stabi-
lization, and basic life sup-
port.

Unlike private ambulanc-
es that mainly focus on 
transportation, 108 servic-
es operate as fully 
equipped mobile emergen-
cy units providing medical 
care en route.In critical 
pregnancy cases requiring 
immediate delivery, 108 
EMTs are trained to con-
duct safe deliveries inside 
the ambulance, which is 
especially beneficial in 
rural areas.Doctors are 
available round-the-clock, 
monitoring patients 
through advanced equip-
ment and dome cameras 
installed in ambulances, 
ensuring timely and effec-
tive treatment.The swift 
response in 9,183 cardiac 
cases over the past three 
months highlights the effi-
ciency of the 108 services, 
which cater equally to 
rural and urban areas.
People are urged to dial 108 
immediately if they expe-
rience symptoms such as 
chest pain, breathing diffi-
culty, or excessive sweat-
ing, as timely action can 
save lives.

108 Emergency Services 
Emerge as Lifesavers

The South India Times, 
V i s a k h a p a t n a m 
: V i s a k h a p a t n a m 
Metropolitan Region 
Development Authority 
(VMRDA) Commissioner 
N. Tej Bharat stated that 
the “Vista” app has been 
introduced with the aim of 
providing better and faster 
services to visitors at tour-
ist destinations under the 
VMRDA jurisdiction.On 
Friday, he personally par-
ticipated in a program  
at Kailasagiri and issued 
tickets through the 
“VISTA” (VMRDA 
Integrated Smart 
Ticketing Application). On 
this occasion, he interact-
ed with tourists and creat-

ed awareness about the 
usage of the app.At the 
Kailasagiri ticket counter, 
the Commissioner himself 
used the app to book tick-
ets and distributed them to 
tourists. Through this, he 
explained how simple the 

digital ticketing system is. 
He mentioned that the app 
enables tourists to book 
tickets easily through 
their mobile phones with-
out the need to wait in 
queue lines.He directed 
the officials to create wide 
awareness about the app 
at parks, museums, and 
tourist centers under 
VMRDA. The 
Commissioner urged 
everyone to download the 
Vista app to make their 
tourism experience more 
convenient. VMRDA 
senior officials and staff 
participated in the pro-
gram. Tourists expressed 
happiness over the digital 
ticketing system.

‘Vista’ App Launched for the 
Convenience of Tourists: N. Tej Bharat

The South India Times
V i s a k h a p a t n a m 
:Officials of the 
Directorate General of 
GST Intelligence, 
Visakhapatnam Zonal 
Unit, have busted a 
racket that was causing 
loss to the government 
exchequer through 
fake Input Tax Credit. 
A person named T. 
Venkata Swaroop 
Kumar, who was run-
ning this racket, has 
been arrested by the 
officials. During the 
investigation, it was 
found that the accused 
committed this fraud 
through several fake 
firms under his con-

trol. These firms 
appeared only on paper 
as “Works Contract 
Service” providers. In 
reality, they were 
dummy entities created 
solely to avail and 
transfer fake ITC with-
out providing any actu-
al services.Financial 
investigation revealed 
that systematic layer-
ing and circular rout-
ing methods were used 
for diversion of funds. 
Officials stated that 
firms under the control 
of the accused fraudu-
lently availed ITC 
worth Rs.9.62 crore. 
Out of this, fake ITC 
amounting to Rs.7.49 

crore was transferred 
to a firm named M/s 
Sri Progressive 
Projects. In this case, 
two persons—
Mallikarjuna Manoj 
Kumar (another key con-
spirator) and D. N. 
Srinivasa Reddy—have 
already been arrested. A 
non-bailable case has 
been registered against 
Swaroop Kumar under 
the CGST Act 2017. This is 
the first arrest made by 
the Visakhapatnam DGGI 
unit in the financial year 
2026–27. Officials warned 
that strict action will be 
taken against those 
involved in tax evasion 
through fake billing.

Rs.9.62 Crore Fake GST Racket 
Detected: One Arrested

Telangana ACB recovers Rs 24 lakh cash, valuables 
from houses of two revenue officials

Hyderabad, April 3 : 
Telangana's Anti-
Corruption Bureau recov-
ered over Rs 24 lakh cash, 
gold and silver ornaments, 
and fixed deposits worth 
Rs 30 lakh during searches 
at the houses of two offi-
cers of the Sub-Registrar's 
Office, Warangal, an agen-
cy statement said on 
Friday.

The ACB officials con-
ducted a surprise check at 
the Sub-Registrar Office, 
Warangal ,  in 

Hanumakonda district, 
which revealed several 
irregularities.

The anti-graft agency 
said in its release that 
during the searches con-
ducted on Thursday, 20 
unauthorised agents/doc-
ument writers were found 
present in the office. The 
ACB officials seized unac-
counted cash of Rs 47,450 
along with 70 unregis-
tered documents. 
Verification of mobile 
phones belonging to the 

document writers 
revealed several 
WhatsApp chats between 
SRO-I Jamalapuram 
Ramanarsimha Rao and 
SRO-II Davuluri Anand, 
indicating PhonePe trans-
actions with document 
writers amounting to 
approximately Rs 
42,03,125 over the past 
year, the ACB said.

It was also found that 
204 undelivered registered 
documents were in the 
possession of the SROs.

Later, simultaneous 
searches at the residential 
houses of SRO-I and SRO-
II led to the recovery of net 
cash of Rs 24,61,540, 819.5 
grams of gold ornaments, 
2.6 kg of silver ornaments, 
and fixed deposits worth 
Rs 30.10 lakh at Kapil 
Chits.

The ACB also found sev-
eral other irregularities 
during the surprise check. 
A detailed report will be 
submitted to the govern-
ment for taking necessary 
action, the agency said

On April 1, the ACB offi-
cials caught K. Ramesh, 48, 
working as a Junior 
Assistant at the Office of 
Osmania University's 
Administration Building, 
Pay Bill Section, 
Hyderabad, when he 
demanded and accepted a 
bribe of Rs. 13,000 from the 
complainant.

According to ACB, he 
collected the bribe 
amount for himself and 
on behalf of Aravind, a 
Senior Assistant in the 
Pay Bill Section, as an 
undue advantage and 
reward for doing an offi-
cial favour—specifically, 
for having already pro-
cessed the complainant's 
mother's pension benefit 
file to submit to higher 
officers, and to further 
process her retirement 
benefits file.

Congress guarantees are fake: Kishan Reddy to Kerala voters 
Hyderabad, April 3 : 

Alleging that the 
Congress party failed to 
implement the election 
promises made in 
Telangana, Union 
Minister for Coal and 
Mines G. Kishan Reddy 
has appealed to people of 
Kerala not to believe the 
“fake promises” of the 
party in the Assembly 
elections.  In an open let-
ter to the people of 
Kerala, Kishan Reddy 
explained the six guaran-
tees and other promises 
made by the Congress 
party in Telangana. 

“The experience of 
Telangana offers an 
important lesson. 
Promises made during 
elections may sound 
attractive, but without 
proper planning and 
financial discipline, they 
remain only promises,” 
wrote Kishan Reddy, the 
BJP MP from Telangana.  
Referring to newspaper 
advertisements in Kerala 
by the Congress party 
claiming implementation 
of promises in Telangana, 
he urged people not to be 
misled by such advertise-
ments.   He wrote that 
before believing such 
assurances, it is impor-
tant to carefully examine 
what has happened in 
states where similar 
promises were made ear-
lier. “Keralam deserves 
governance that delivers 
development, financial 
stability, and honest 
administration, not just 
promises made during 
elections. Keralam, 
known as ‘God’s Own 
Country,’ should not 
allow these political tour-

ists, who have already 
deceived citizens else-
where with unfulfilled 
promises, to repeat the 
same here,” he said.  He 
requested the people of 
Kerala to carefully exam-
ine the facts and make a 
wise, informed decision 
for the state's future.   He 
claimed that the NDA 
under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship is the only alterna-
tive that has stood by the 
people of Kerala and ful-
filled its promises to the 
state, and appealed to 
people to give the BJP-led 
alliance an opportunity 
to serve them.  Kishan 
Reddy stated that 
Telangana Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy’s visit 
to Kerala on April 1 was 
defined by uninformed 
rhetoric that failed to res-
onate with the enlight-
ened public.   In his elec-
tion campaign speeches, 
he tried to portray the 

Congress government in 
Telangana as implement-
ing the promises made in 
its manifesto, and as 
enjoying unwavering 
support from the people 
of Telangana, Kishan 
Reddy wrote. 

The Central minister 
said the Congress party 
came to power in 
Telangana by promising 
six guarantees and more 
than 420 promises to 
farmers, women, youth, 
and the poor.  

He alleged that the 
guarantees made by 
Congress are absolutely 
fake. The BJP leader said 
farmers were promised 
Rs 15,000 per acre annu-
ally, along with Rs 12,000 
financial support for 
agricultural labourers, 
but even after several 
crop seasons, no farmer 
has received this sup-
port.  The promises to 
increase the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for 

10 crops and provide Rs 
500 bonus per quintal for 
paddy have not been 
implemented, he said. 

The farm loan waiver 
was another major prom-
ise. Nearly 40 lakh farm-
ers are still waiting for 
this benefit as the gov-
ernment now says that 
there are not enough 
funds, he said. 

Kishan Reddy mentioned 
that women were promised 
Rs 2,500 per month, 10 
grams of gold, and Rs 1 lakh 
in financial assistance for 
Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
families, but no woman has 
received these benefits.  “At 
the same time, the finan-
cial condition of 
Telangana has worsened, 
with the state’s total debt 
and liabilities crossing Rs 
10 lakh crore. Many large 
promises were made 
without adequate finan-
cial planning, pushing 
the state deeper into 
debt,” he added. 

YSRCP complains about denial of adequate 
time in RS to speak on Amaravati Bill

Amaravati, April 3 : The 
YSR Congress Party on 
Friday complained to the 
Vice President of India and 
Rajya Sabha Chairman C. 
P. Radhakrishnan about the 
denial of adequate time to 
the party in Rajya Sabha 
during the debate on the 
Andhra Pradesh 
R e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
(Amendment) Bill 2026.

A delegation of the 
YSRCP MPs led by 
Parliamentary Party leader 
Y. V. Subba Reddy met 
Radhakrishnan in Delhi 

and submitted a representa-
tion to him.The delegation 
told him that despite having 
seven MPs, the YSRCP was 
given only five minutes, 
and their microphone was 
cut. They stated that the 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
and other smaller parties 
were allotted more time and 
sought a fair opportunity to 
present their voice

Subba Reddy urged the 
Rajya Sabha chairman to 
lay the text of his speech on 
the table. The party also 
sought an enquiry into 

deviation from parliamen-
tary conventions and estab-
lished procedures.

The YSRCP complained 
that the party was allocated 
grossly inadequate time to 
speak during the discussion 
on the Bill.It mentioned that 
TDP, which has only two 
members in the House, was 
allowed speaking time of over 
15 minutes. Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS), which has four 
members, was also allotted 
only five minutes. “This 
uneven and disproportionate 
treatment is particularly dis-

turbing because the Bill under 
discussion directly concerns 
the State of Andhra Pradesh, 
its constitutional future, and 
the interests of the people rep-
resented by all seven Rajya 
Sabha members of the YSR 
Congress Party. In such a mat-
ter of profound federal and 
regional significance, denying 
the principal opposition party 
of Andhra Pradesh a fair and 
meaningful opportunity to 
articulate its views effectively 
amounts to denying adequate 
voice to the people of the State 
themselves.
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KOCHI: The Congress-led UDF on 
Thursday released its manifesto for 
the April 9 polls to the Kerala As-
sembly, outlining key welfare mea-
sures and development plans for the 
state.

The document states that welfare 
pensions are not charity but a right, 
and promises a law to guarantee 
pensions as a legal entitlement. The 
manifesto was released in Kochi, 
where Telangana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy handed it over to Con-
gress leader V D Satheesan.

A major highlight is the "Indira 
Guarantees" announced by Rahul 
Gandhi. These include free bus 
travel for women, Rs 1,000 month-
ly assistance for college girls, a Rs 
3,000 social welfare pension, Rs 25 
lakh free health insurance per fami-
ly, and interest-free loans up to Rs 5 
lakh for young entrepreneurs.

A separate department for se-
nior citizens' welfare has also been 
promised.

The manifesto focuses on eco-
nomic growth through projects like 
Mission Samudra to develop Kerala 
as a port-based economy, expansion 
of the aviation sector, and the cre-
ation of 10,000 high-revenue enter-
prises.

It also proposes a Job Watch 

Tower to track employment trends 
and a Tribal University in Wayanad, 

support for startups.
To address poverty, the UDF has 

promised the launch of the "Nava 
Ashraya" scheme, food security 
through Indira Canteens, and free 
ration for vulnerable groups.

Youth empowerment will be pro-
moted through "Yuvashree" groups, 
while additional support has been 

-
sons and transgender communities.

The manifesto places strong 
emphasis on peace and unity, pro-
posing a Ministry of Tolerance to 
promote communal harmony and a 
Social Harmony Department to pre-
vent political violence and ensure 
peaceful coexistence.

In the labour sector, fuel subsi-
dies have been promised for trans-

The daily wage of ASHA work-
ers will be increased to Rs 700, and 
wages of Anganwadi and school 
meal workers will be revised.

In healthcare, free dialysis for 
BPL patients, higher budget allo-

hospital beds as a right have been 
assured. Schemes like the Karunya 
Fund will also be revived.

The document also highlights 
education reforms, including schol-
arships, anti-ragging systems, and 
measures to end discrimination.

Employment opportunities will 
be expanded through global invest-
ments and improved recruitment 
systems, along with a campaign 
against drug abuse.

Housing schemes aim to provide 

include a special budget, better sup-
port prices, and quick resolution of 

farmers’ issues.
Fishermen will receive subsidies 

and protection of rights, and SC/ST 

distribution and targeted welfare 
measures.

Tourism will be promoted as an 
industry, and traditional sectors 
like coir and handloom will receive 
support. Infrastructure plans in-
clude a high-speed rail corridor and 
metro expansion, along with sports 
programmes to prepare athletes for 
the Olympics.

UDF unveils Kerala manifesto with focus 
on welfare rights, jobs and social harmony

NEW DELHI: India, 
the longest and largest 
troop-contributing coun-
try to United Nations 
peacekeeping missions, on 
Thursday stressed that the 
“invulnerability of UN mis-
sions" must be ensured and 
the safety and security of its 
peacekeepers must be guar-
anteed.

-
ment to UN peacekeeping 
operations, the External 

-
son Randhir Jaiswal high-
lighted the importance of 
protecting Indian person-
nel following recent attacks 
on United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
troops in Lebanon.

Jaiswal said that India 
currently has around 600 
troops serving in UNIFIL.

Describing India’s 
long-standing peacekeep-

-
dia, the largest troop-con-
tributing country to UN 
peacekeeping missions, 
has had its contribution 
well noted and regarded for 
global peace and security.”

He further stated, “We 
had also issued a statement 
condemning the recent at-
tacks on UNIFIL in which 
several troops, unfortu-
nately, lost their lives. Once 
again, we would like to em-
phasise that the invulnera-
bility of UN missions must 
be ensured, and the safety 
and security of our peace-
keepers must be guaran-
teed.”

India has a long his-
tory of participating in 

with its personnel serving 
across multiple missions 
worldwide. The country 
has repeatedly called for 

enhanced protection for 
peacekeepers to allow them 
to carry out their mandates 

threats to their lives.
The statement by India 

follows the death of an In-
donesian peacekeeper in 
a “roadside explosion” in 
southern Lebanon, accord-
ing to UN peacekeeping 
chief Jean-Pierre Lacroix, 
citing an initial investiga-

tion.
This was the second fa-

tal incident in 24 hours. 
Another Indonesian peace-
keeper was killed on Sun-
day when a projectile of un-
known origin exploded in 
Adchit Al Qusayr, southern 
Lebanon.

In a separate statement, 
the UNIFIL said the ex-
plosion was of “unknown 
origin” and destroyed 

the peacekeepers’ vehicle 
near Bani Hayyan. A third 
peacekeeper was “severely” 
injured, and a fourth was 
also hurt.

UNIFIL said investiga-
tions have been launched 
to determine the circum-
stances of both incidents. 

-
vestigation into Monday’s 
explosion “point to a road-
side explosion striking the 
convoy,” Lacroix told the 
UN Security Council.

Stéphane Dujarric, 
spokesperson for the UN 
Secretary-General, add-
ed that the deaths “most 
likely” resulted from an 
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED). Speaking about 
Sunday’s incident, Dujarric 
said it was likely caused by 
“an explosive that landed in 
the position that the Indo-
nesians were holding.” 

India urges protection for UN Peacekeepers following UNIFIL incident

NEW DELHI: The Indi-
an Air Force's Tejas light 
combat jets are set to re-
turn to the skies next week, 
two months after the entire 

-
lowing an accident involv-
ing one of the aircraft at a 
frontline airbase.

D K Sunil, the Chairman 
and Managing Director of 
the Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), the manu-
facturer of the jets, said the 

8 as the glitch found on-
aboard the aircraft's soft-
ware has been resolved.

"All the Tejas jets are 

Wednesday," he said.

-
ruary after one Tejas jet 
sustained damage to its 
airframe after it overshot 
the runway at the airbase 
following a suspected brake 
failure.

The IAF had also or-

dered a comprehensive 
scrutiny of the jets follow-
ing the accident.

On delays in delivery of 
Tejas Mark 1A variant to 
the Indian Air Force (IAF), 
Sunil said HAL will be 
able ready to deliver over 
20 jets by December and 
that six of them could be 

tests of radar, avionics and 

currently underway.
The delivery of the jets 

is facing delays primarily 
due to GE Aerospace miss-
ing several deadlines for 
supply of its F-404 aero en-
gines to power the jets.

To a question on IAF 
-

lating to performance of 
the jets, the HAL CMD said 
a project review committee 
in May is expected to clear 
the jets for deliveries.

US defence major GE 
Aerospace has delivered 

and the sixth one is expect-

ed to be supplied in the 
next few days.

It is also learnt that the 
HAL has imposed penal-
ties under the provision 
of Liquidated Damages on 
GE Aviation for delay in 
deliveries of the engines 
for the Tejas Light Combat 
Aircraft Mark 1A. The pen-
alties are being imposed on 
GE Aerospace as per the 
contract. In February 2021, 
the defence ministry sealed 
a Rs 48,000 crore deal with 
the HAL for the procure-
ment of 83 Tejas Mk-1A 
jets for the IAF.

The defence ministry in 
September last year sealed 

another deal worth Rs Rs 
62,370 crore with the HAL 
to procure 97 Tejas MK-1A 
light combat aircraft for the 
IAF.

Tejas is a single-engine 

capable of operating in 
high-threat air environ-
ments.

It has been designed to 
undertake the air defence, 
maritime reconnaissance 
and strike roles.

The IAF is looking at 
inducting the warplanes as 

squadrons have gone down 
-

tioned strength of 42.

next week after 2-month grounding

BILASPUR: Nearly 23 
years after the murder of 
NCP leader Ramavatar Jag-
gi, the Chhattisgarh High 
Court on Thursday convict-
ed former CM Ajit Jogi's 
son Amit Jogi in the case, 
and directed him to surren-
der within three weeks, the 
CBI's counsel said.

A trial court had in 2007 
acquitted Amit Jogi, presi-
dent of the Janata Congress 
Chhattisgarh (J), founded 
by his late father.

The HC, however, re-
opened proceedings in 
the 2003 murder case last 
month following directions 
from the Supreme Court 
on an appeal by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI).

The SC in November last 
year said though the CBI 

was equally true that "the 
charges against respondent 
Amit Jogi were very grave, 
involving a conspiracy to 
murder a member of a rival 

political party". On Thurs-
day, a division bench of 
Chhattisgarh High Court's 
Chief Justice Ramesh Sinha 
and Justice Arvind Kumar 
Verma set aside the acquit-
tal of Amit Jogi, convicted 
him and issued the surren-
der directive, CBI counsel 
Vaibhav A Goverdhan told 
PTI.

Reacting to the HC's or-
der, Amit Jogi said injustice 
was done to him as he was 
previously acquitted and 

now declared guilty without 
being allowed to be heard. 
He expressed hope that 
the truth would prevail and 
that he would get justice 
from the Supreme Court.

"Dear friends and 
well-wishers, today the 
Hon'ble High Court accept-
ed the CBI's appeal against 
me in just 40 minutes, 
without giving me an op-
portunity to be heard. I re-
gret that a person who had 
been acquitted by a court 
has now been declared 
guilty without even a single 
chance for a hearing. This 
has never happened be-
fore," he said in a post on X.

"The court has given me 
three weeks to surrender. 
I believe a grave injustice 
has been done to me. I have 
full faith that I will receive 
justice from the Supreme 
Court. I have complete 
trust in the judicial system 
and will move forward with 
peace, faith, and patience. 
Truth will ultimately pre-
vail," he added.

NEW DELHI: Delhi may 
witness another cloud-seed-
ing trial this summer, ac-

-
iar with the matter. Two 
rounds of cloud-seeding 
trials were conducted in 
the national capital late last 
October. The trials came 
following a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
between the Delhi Environ-
ment Department and the 
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Kanpur, signed on 
September 25, 2025.

The experiment, howev-
er, failed to cause any rain 
in the city.

IIT Kanpur, in a state-
ment, attributed the failure 
to low moisture levels in the 
clouds.

The institute, howev-
er, said that the observa-
tions from the trials would 
strengthen planning for 
future operations and help 

them identify the ideal con-
ditions.

Cloud seeding is a 
-

nique designed to enhance 
a cloud's potential to pro-
duce rainfall. It involves 
dispersing substances such 
as silver iodide and other 
compounds into clouds to 
trigger changes, promoting 
the formation of ice crystals 
or raindrops.

As part of the trial last 
year, each time, eight chem-

iodide and sodium chloride 
were released.

In the wake of the experi-
ment, the Delhi government 
released a report, claiming 
that the trials helped reduce 
particulate matter at target-
ed locations.

Now, IIT Kanpur has 
approached the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) for a renewed per-

mission for another trial.
"IIT Kanpur is going 

studies that they got from 
the last two trials, following 
which a further trial might 
be planned this summer, 

decided by IIT Kanpur. The 

with the government at a 
later stage by the institu-

The Economic Survey of 
Delhi 2025-26, released on 
March 23, also mentioned 
that more cloud-seeding 
trials will be conducted in 
consultation with the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD).

The trials have been en-
visioned as part of a short-
term emergency measure 

-
tion to disperse and reduce 
ambient air pollution levels, 
the survey said.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi on Thursday ac-
cused the ruling LDF in 
Kerala and Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan of being 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's "B-team" and of se-
cretly joining hands with 
the BJP, desperate to stay 
in power in the state.

Priyanka, speaking at 
a corner meeting in Puth-
anthopu in Thiruvanan-
thapuram as part of the 
Congress-led UDF poll 
campaign for the Kerala 
assembly elections, alleged 
that Modi "bowed down" 
before the US and Israel in 
connection with the West 

created a situation where 

with other nations.
"Our PM is a coward who 

has no spine and is compro-
mised. We are paying every 
day because he does not 
have the guts to stand up for 
India..." she alleged.

She reiterated her alle-
gations at UDF public meet-
ings in Kollam and Kowdiar 
in Thiruvananthapuram.

In her speeches at the 
public events, she also al-
leged that Modi's policies 
have not provided safe-
ty and security to Indians 
stranded in the Gulf region 

Priyanka also accused 
the LDF and Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan of being 
Modi's "B-team".

"Think about it. Name 
one leader who has stood 
up and expressed himself 
or herself against Narendra 
Modi and not been attacked 
either by the Enforcement 
Directorate, the Income Tax 
department, the CBI or his 
other agencies," she said.

Priyanka said that it 
makes her laugh when the 

-
ing the PM as there is not a 
single case against Vijayan 
nor are any central agencies 
after him.

She alleged that the Ker-
ala CM was compromised, 
just like the PM.

"Your chief minister 

bows before Narendra Modi 
to protect himself and his 
corruption, while our PM 
bows before the US and Is-
rael to protect himself. So, 
whether it is India or Ker-
ala, we are ruled by cow-
ards," she alleged.

The Congress leader 
claimed that the PM has 
handed over India's en-
ergy security to the US, 
which decides from where 
and how much the country 
should buy oil.

She also questioned why 
no Left leader in Kerala has 
been attacked by the PM 
and contended that Modi 
was silent with regard to the 
alleged misappropriation of 
gold from Sabarimala.

NEW DELHI: The En-
forcement Directorate 

a second supplementary 
chargesheet in the matter 
of Arvind Joshi and others 
under the provisions of the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

The ED initiated the in-
vestigation based on a case 
registered by the Special 
Police Establishment, Lo-
kayukta, Bhopal, against 
late Arvind Joshi and 
Tinoo Joshi (both former 

Pradesh cadre) for alleged 
possession of movable and 
immovable assets worth 
Rs. 41.87 crore, which were 
disproportionate to their 
known sources of income.

There were widespread 
allegations, complaints, 
and evidence indicating 
that Arvind Joshi and his 
wife Tinoo Joshi misused 

indulged in corrupt prac-
tices.

The ED investiga-
tion revealed that Arvind 
Joshi and Tinoo Joshi had 
amassed substantial mov-
able and immovable assets 
in their own names as well 
as in the names of their 
family members.

Further investigation 
established that the Joshis 
had also acquired proper-
ties in the names of unre-
lated persons and inten-
tionally created third-party 
interests to obscure the 
ownership trail of these as-

sets.
This pattern of layering 

of proceeds of crime has 
been established through 
evidence collected during 
the course of the PMLA in-
vestigation.

Earlier, the ED had is-
sued three Provisional At-
tachment Orders, attaching 
illegally acquired proper-
ties of Arvind Joshi and his 
family members worth Rs. 
8.60 crore.

Subsequently, another 
Provisional Attachment 
Order was issued on Jan-
uary 28, 2026, attach-
ing properties worth Rs. 
5 crore belonging to late 
Arvind Joshi and his fam-
ily members, which were 
acquired from proceeds of 
crime.

MUMBAI: Amid allega-
tions that Praful Patel and 
Sunil Tatkare tried to take 
over the NCP after the 
death of then Maharashtra 
deputy Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar, his son Parth Pawar 
on Thursday said that the 
reports targeting the two se-
nior leaders were "baseless 
and speculative".

Such narratives were 

said in a statement, and 
claimed that attempts were 
being made to drag these re-
spected leaders into "manu-
factured controversies".

Patel and Tatkare have 
demonstrated decades of 
commitment and lead-
ership which continue to 
guide the party, said Parth, 
adding, "Such unfound-
ed allegations are deeply 

unfortunate and must be 
called out."

Parth's statement came 
amid speculation that his 
mother and deputy Chief 
Minister Sunetra Pawar was 
upset with Patel and Tat-
kare.

NCP (SP) leader Rohit 
Pawar claimed last week 
that Sunetra Pawar had 
written to the Election Com-
mission of India on March 
10, intimating the poll body 

about her appointment as 
party president and stating 
that any earlier communi-
cation received from the 
party after her husband 
Ajit Pawar's death in an air 
crash on January 28 should 
be ignored.

As per the political 
grapevine, Sunetra Pawar 
was not convinced by the 

-
kare gave regarding a letter 
sent to the ECI before she 
took over as party chief.

Patel and Tatkare had 
written to the ECI on Feb-
ruary 16, informing that the 
party constitution had been 
amended and all powers 
given to working president 
Praful Patel, Rohit Pawar 
claimed, alleging that they 
were trying to seize control 
of the party.

Unseasonal rains 
lash Pune city; 
tree fall claims 

PUNE: A 60-year-old 
woman was killed on Thurs-
day in Sinhagad Road area 
after a tree fell on her as the 
city was lashed by unsea-
sonal rains, a Fire Brigade 

Navnath Giri, resident of 
Anandnagar in Sinhagad 

and garlands from a make-
shift stall under an old pee-
pal tree. "Due to the gusty 
winds and rain, the tree col-
lapsed this afternoon. She 
was injured and admitted 
to hospital, but died during 

There were several inci-
dents of tree fall or uproot-
ing in the city while some 
areas also reported hail 
showers.Dhayari, Sinhagad 
Road, Kharadi, Balajinagar, 
Hadapsar, Lohegaon, Bib-
wewadi, Sadashiv Peth and 
Kothrud witnessed heavy 
rainfall.

to ensure smooth movement 
of people across state

IMPHAL: Manipur Chief 
Minister Y Khemchand 
Singh on Thursday directed 

against disruptive elements 
to ensure safe and uninter-
rupted movement of people 
across the state. Chairing a 
high-level review meeting 

secretariat, Singh stressed 
the need to strengthen mea-
sures for safety and security 
along National Highways.

The meeting followed 
his discussion with Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
in New Delhi on Wednes-
day, during which the law 
and order situation in the 
state was reviewed, and the 
acceleration of the peace 
process was urged.

LDF, CM Vijayan Modi's 'B-team': 
Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi in PMLA case against Arvind Joshi, others

Raghav Chadha sent to RS to raise Punjab issues, 
was scared to walkout: AAP's Saurabh Bharadwaj

New Delhi, April 3 : Widening 
the rift within the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), its Delhi President 
Saurabh Bharadwaj on Friday hit 
back at MP Raghav Chadha fol-
lowing the latter's sharp-worded 
response after he was replaced by 
MP Ashok Mittal as Deputy Leader 
in the Rajya Sabha, asserting that 
Chadha was sent to the upper 
house to raise issues of Punjab 
while also accusing him of being 
"scared to walkout" with the 
Opposition. "I do not think Raghav 
Chadha needed to get so upset 
that he has almost opened a front 
against the party," Bhardwaj said.

While maintaining that it was 
not a big issue, Bharadwaj told 
IANS that the party had "objec-
tions on several grounds".

He highlighted that Chadha was 
"not sent to the Lok Sabha by the 
people".

"He (Chadha) was sent to the 
Rajya Sabha by the party so that 
he could raise issues related to 
Punjab in the house. It was his 
responsibility to raise the issues of 
lakhs of farmers in Punjab," he 
said.

Listing the issues that, accord-

ing to him, Chadha should have 
raised in the House, Bharadwaj 
said: "Crores of rupees of the 
farmers are being held by the 
Central government. Money under 
MNREGA is also being held back, 
and so are the dues of the Punjab 
government. He (Chadha) should 
have raised those issues there (in 
the Rajya Sabha)."

The AAP Delhi President fur-
ther accused the Rajya Sabha 
member of being "scared" to sign 
the impeachment motion against 
the Chief Election Commissioner.

"Lakhs of voters are being delet-
ed in various states due to SIR 
(Special Intensive Revision). Fake 
voters are being made. Elections 
are being won through deception. 

Amid this, he was scared to sign 
the impeachment motion against 
the Chief Election Commissioner. 
He did not sign."

He also alleged that Chadha was 
"scared" to stage a walkout with 
the Opposition leaders.

"When the Opposition stages a 
walkout on a national issue, he 
gets scared and keeps sitting (in 
the House), not even able to walk 
out. If I look at his X timeline, 
leave PM Modi, he has not even 
used 'BJP'. Politics cannot func-
tion through such fear," he said.

Bharadwaj asserted that one 
needs to be "brave" in politics.

Moreover, he advised Chadha 
"to do politics concerning issues".

Further, Bharadwaj accused the 
BJP of being involved in petty 
things rather than focusing on 
genuine issues.

"The real issue is that today we 
don't have gas (LPG) due to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's foreign 
policy. Tariffs have been imposed 
on the country due to PM Modi's 
attitude. We had to agree on a 
ceasefire with Pakistan. These are 
the issues which should be raised," 
he said.
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Edit

On April 1, 2026, President Donald Trump addressed the American nation from the Cross
Hall of the White House in what was clearly intended to be a moment of strategic reassur-
ance and political signalling. Nearly five weeks into the ongoing US-Israel military campaign
against Iran, codenamed 'Operation Epic Fury', the speech sought to consolidate a narrative
of control, success, and inevitability. Yet, beneath the rhetorical certainty lay the familiar
tensions that accompany modern warfare: contested outcomes, economic anxieties, and
geopolitical unpredictability.
In his carefully choreographed address, Trump began with a brief, almost perfunctory,
acknowledgement of domestic achievement, the Artemis II launch, before pivoting sharply
to the war effort. This transition itself was telling: a juxtaposition of American technological
prowess with military dominance, reinforcing a broader message of national supremacy.
What followed was a sweeping declaration of battlefield success. Iran, he claimed, had suf-
fered unprecedented losses in a matter of weeks - its navy dismantled, air force crippled,
command structures decimated, and weapons infrastructure largely neutralised. 

AA Maximalist View
Such assertions, while not unusual in wartime rhetoric, reflected Trump's characteristic
maximalism. His framing of the conflict as a near-total victory in progress leaves little room
for ambiguity, even as independent verification remains elusive. More importantly, it under-
scored his longstanding strategic worldview: that overwhelming force, applied decisively,
can reshape adversarial behaviour in compressed timeframes.
The justifications he offered were equally familiar. Iran's nuclear ambitions, its ideological
hostility toward the United States and Israel, and its history of supporting militant proxies
were presented not as discrete concerns but as part of a continuous, almost civilizational
threat. Trump's reference to past decisions, particularly the killing of Qassem Soleimani and
the withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear agreement, served to position the current conflict as
the logical culmination of a policy trajectory he had set in motion years ago.
Yet, what stood out was not merely the articulation of threats, but the moral clarity with
which they were framed. Iran was depicted as both aggressor and destabiliser, leaving little
space for nuance or alternative interpretations. This binary framing, good versus evil, order
versus chaos, has been a consistent feature of Trump's foreign policy discourse, and it was on
full display here.

Behind All That Optimism
On the question of timelines, Trump struck an emphatically optimistic tone. He suggested
that core strategic objectives were "nearing completion" and indicated that the most intense
phase of military operations would conclude within two to three weeks. This is a bold claim,
particularly in a conflict involving a regional power with asymmetric capabilities and a
demonstrated willingness to absorb losses while prolonging engagement. His assertion that
"we have all the cards" may resonate politically, but strategically it risks underestimating
Iran's capacity for recalibration and indirect retaliation.
The economic dimension of the conflict received a more cautious treatment. Rising gas
prices - always a politically sensitive issue in the United States - were acknowledged but dis-
missed as temporary disruptions caused by Iranian actions in the Strait of Hormuz. Trump's
emphasis on American energy independence was meant to reassure domestic audiences, yet
it glossed over the deeply interconnected nature of global energy markets. Even a relatively
insulated US economy cannot entirely escape the ripple effects of sustained disruptions in
one of the world's most critical energy corridors.

Education has always been consid-
ered the soul of society, the foundation
of development, and the bridge to
equal opportunities. It is not only a
means of acquiring knowledge, but
also a process of developing sensitive
and responsible citizens. However,
when this very education becomes a
means of profit, it becomes not only a
matter of concern but also a serious
warning for social consciousness.
Recent news that some private
schools are selling books for up to 50
percent commission further deepens
this concern. This is not merely an
administrative irregularity, but a
direct attack on the very essence of
education.
Today, the nature of education is rap-
idly changing. The number of private
schools has increased, competition
has increased, and so has the cost of
education. However, if this increased
cost is supported by quality, improved
facilities, and modern resources, it
can be justified to some extent. The
problem arises when, in the name of
education, parents are burdened with
unnecessary financial burdens. The
hefty commissions charged on text-
books are an example of this trend.
Many private schools instruct parents
to purchase books only from school-
designated stores or directly from the
school premises. This creates a
monopoly, leaving parents with no
choice. They are denied the freedom
to purchase cheaper or alternative
books available on the open market.
As a result, they are forced to pay
higher prices, a significant portion of
which is covered by commissions.

There's also a severe lack of trans-
parency in this entire process.
Parents are not informed about the
criteria for selecting these books, their
actual price, and the added bonuses.
It's even been observed that books for
the same subject are replaced every
year, rendering the old books useless
and forcing parents to purchase new
ones. This practice not only encour-
ages economic exploitation but also
wastes resources unnecessarily.
This situation is not only economical-
ly worrying, but it also undermines
the very purpose of education. When
schools become profit-generating
tools rather than centers of knowl-
edge, the value of education itself
begins to decline. The relationship
between teacher and student, once
based on trust and guidance, gradual-
ly devolves into a formal transaction.
The institution's financial gain
becomes a priority over the holistic
development of children.
Parents face the most dire situation in
this entire scenario. They want the
best education for their children's

future, but they face repeated finan-
cial pressures. This burden becomes
even more severe for middle-class and
lower-income families. They often
have to cut back on other needs to
meet these expenses. This situation
also fuels social inequality, with qual-
ity education becoming increasingly
accessible to those with financial
means. Another important aspect of
this whole issue is the frequent
changes to the syllabus. Every year or
two, minor changes are made to the
curriculum, rendering older books
irrelevant. These changes often seem
driven more by commercial interests
than academic necessity. If there are
no major changes to the curriculum,
simply changing editions of books and
making new books mandatory raises
suspicion. The most worrying aspect
is the inaction of the Education
Department. Rules clearly state that
no school can force parents to pur-
chase books from a particular shop.
Despite this, this practice continues
openly. This means that either the
rules are not being followed, or there

is a lack of will to ensure their compli-
ance. This silence seems to give tacit
approval to this system. It's also essen-
tial that we not limit this problem to
mere criticism, but instead take con-
crete steps toward resolving it. First,
the Education Department must seri-
ously investigate this matter and take
strict action against institutions
found guilty. Mere warnings or for-
mal notices will not suffice; punitive
action is also essential in such cases to
send a clear message.
Second, transparency in book sales
must be ensured. Schools should
clearly explain which books they are
prescribing and their prices. If possi-
ble, a catalog of all books should be
made available online so that parents
can purchase them from anywhere.
This will also foster healthy competi-
tion and prevent unnecessary price
increases. Third, frequent, unneces-
sary changes to the syllabus should
be controlled. If there are no major
changes to the curriculum, there
should be no need to change text-
books frequently. 

On the first day, it looked
like a war of overwhelming
force. Missiles and drones
surged across the Gulf, with
Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates absorbing hun-
dreds of strikes in a matter of
hours. The charts capturing
those opening hours are
stark: towering spikes that
dwarf everything that fol-
lows. For many observers,
the conclusion seemed obvi-
ous - Iran had unleashed a
dramatic opening salvo, and
then the intensity quickly
faded.
But that reading depends on
a single assumption: that
Day 1 is the right bench-
mark. It isn't. Remove the
first 48 hours from the data,
and the war looks entirely
different.  What emerges
instead is not a decline, but a
pattern; a campaign that sta-
bilises, repeats and adapts.
The initial barrage, it turns
out, was not the war itself,
but the announcement.

The Illusions Of Decline
The charts below show a
combined view of attacks
across the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain.
Kuwait spikes to nearly 400
launches. The UAE follows
close behind. Then the lines
collapse. At a glance, it
resembles a story of escala-
tion followed by exhaustion.
But this is a classic statistical
distortion. When one
extreme event dominates a
dataset, everything else
appears insignificant by
comparison. In reality, the
opening strike functions less
as a baseline and more as an
outlier; a deliberate shock
designed to establish pres-
ence, disrupt defences, and
shape perception. Once that
outlier is removed, the rest of
the campaign comes into
focus.

A War That Settles, Not Ends
In the below adjusted view,
where the first two days are
excluded, the lines do not fall
to zero. They oscillate.
Attacks continue across all

four countries. The UAE
remains consistently active,
though at lower levels than
its initial spike. Saudi
Arabia, which appeared sec-
ondary in the opening phase,
emerges as a major theatre
in the middle of the cam-
paign, with repeated peaks.
Bahrain and Kuwait, while
lower in volume, show peri-
odic bursts rather than
silence.
The key change is conceptu-
al. The conflict shifts from
looking like a single event to
looking like a system. This is
reinforced by the rolling-
average chart, which
smooths out daily volatility.
After the opening drop, the
trend stabilizes. It does not
collapse. Instead, it settles
into a band of sustained
activity; a level of pressure
that appears calibrated to be
maintained over time.
In military terms, this is the
difference between a blitz
and a campaign.
The Rhythm of the Strikes
The next layer of analysis:
Autocorrelation. This indi-
cated whether something
happening today is likely to
happen again after a few
days - in other words,
whether there's a repeating
pattern over time. Thus, it
asks a simple question. Do
these attacks follow a pat-
tern? The answer is yes.

The data shows that high-
activity days are likely to be
followed by other high-activ-
ity days. More importantly,
it reveals repeating signals
roughly every two to four
days. In practical terms, that
suggests a cycle. A burst of
attacks, a brief pause, and
then another burst.
For a lay observer, the pat-
tern might feel intuitive. For
analysts, it is significant. It
indicates that the campaign
is not reactive or random,
but structured. Each wave
likely reflects a sequence:
targeting, execution, assess-
ment and recalibration,
before the next wave begins.
This is not how a force behaves
when it is losing momentum. It
is how a force behaves when it
is managing it.

Measuring The Tempo Of
The War
The War Tempo Index com-
presses multiple variables:
volume, momentum and geo-
graphic spread into a single
line.
If the war had truly faded
after the first strike, the
index would show a sharp
peak followed by a steady
decline. Instead, it shows
multiple peaks. There is the
initial shock, but also
renewed surges in early
March, another set of peaks
in mid-March, and contin-

ued activity into the final
week of the month. The
intensity fluctuates, but it
repeatedly returns.
This is the defining feature of
the campaign, persistence.
Not constant escalation, but
sustained presence.

A Regional Pattern, Not
Isolated Strikes
Perhaps the most revealing
insight comes from examin-
ing how these peaks align
across countries.
On some days, multiple
countries experience peak
activity simultaneously. On
others, peaks occur within a
24-hour window of each
other. The coordination
matrices show that while
exact same-day alignment is
inconsistent, near-synchro-
nous activity is common.
This suggests a campaign
that is coordinated but not
rigidly synchronised.
Instead of launching identi-
cal strikes across all theatres
at once, the pattern appears
staggered, a rolling wave
moving across the region. It
is a subtle distinction, but an
important one. Perfect
simultaneity is not always
operationally optimal.
Staggering allows for flexi-
bility, reduces predictability
and maintains continuous
pressure across multiple
fronts.

In 1979, the Iranian
Revolution removed
between 2 and 3 million bar-
rels per day from the global
oil supply. Prices roughly
doubled within a year, from
around $13 per barrel to $34.
The world called it the
Second Oil Shock and waited
for prices to correct. They
did not. They stayed elevat-
ed until 1986, when Saudi
Arabia, tired of bearing the
burden of production cuts
alone, flooded the market,
crashing prices to below $10.
The recovery from a supply
shock, in other words, took
seven years. And that was a
demand-side solution, one
country choosing to overpro-
duce. No one had to rebuild
the infrastructure. The taps
were simply turned back on.
In the Gulf today, the taps
cannot simply be turned
back on. This is the distinc-
tion that gets lost in the daily
movement of Brent crude
prices, and it matters more
than almost anything else in
this story. A demand shock
(the 2008 variety, when
booming Chinese and
American consumption
strained global capacity) cor-
rects when demand falls. A
financial crisis, a recession,
a change in driving habits,
all of these reduce consump-
tion, and prices fall accord-
ingly. A supply shock caused
by physical destruction of
infrastructure is a different
animal. It corrects only
when the infrastructure is
rebuilt. And infrastructure,
unlike demand, does not
respond to policy announce-
ments or diplomatic signals.
In 1979, the Iranian
Revolution removed
between 2 and 3 million bar-
rels per day from the global
oil supply. Prices roughly
doubled within a year, from
around $13 per barrel to $34.
The world called it the
Second Oil Shock and waited
for prices to correct. They
did not. They stayed elevat-
ed until 1986, when Saudi
Arabia, tired of bearing the
burden of production cuts
alone, flooded the market,

crashing prices to below $10.
The recovery from a supply
shock, in other words, took
seven years. And that was a
demand-side solution, one
country choosing to overpro-
duce. No one had to rebuild
the infrastructure. The taps
were simply turned back on.
In the Gulf today, the taps
cannot simply be turned
back on. This is the distinc-
tion that gets lost in the daily
movement of Brent crude
prices, and it matters more
than almost anything else in
this story. 
A demand shock  (the 2008
variety, when booming
Chinese and American con-
sumption strained global
capacity) corrects when
demand falls. A financial cri-
sis, a recession, a change in
driving habits, all of these
reduce consumption, and
prices fall accordingly. A
supply shock caused by
physical destruction of infra-
structure is a different ani-
mal. It corrects only when
the infrastructure is rebuilt.
And infrastructure, unlike
demand, does not respond to
policy announcements or
diplomatic signals.
Advertisement - Scroll to
continue Calculating The
Damage Rystad Energy's
damage assessment,
released on March 23, gives
some idea. The headline fig-
ure is $25 billion: the mini-

mum cost to repair and
rebuild Middle East energy
infrastructure damaged in
the US-Israel-Iran conflict.
Engineering and construc-
tion will account for roughly
half of that. At least 40 ener-
gy-producing assets across
nine countries have been
"severely or very severely"
damaged: oil and gas fields,
refineries, pipelines. The
International Energy
Agency's (IEA) Fatih Birol
described the conflict as
"worse than the two oil
shocks of the 1970s, as well as
the impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war on gas, put
together". The facility num-
bers are worth sitting with.
Qatar's Ras Laffan complex,
the world's largest LNG sup-
plier, lost two trains to mis-
sile strikes: a 17% capacity
reduction totalling 12.8 mil-
lion metric tonnes per year.
QatarEnergy declared force
majeure on March 4 and has
extended it to June. A $4-bil-
lion contract awarded to
Saipem and China Offshore
Oil Engineering for North
Field development is now
suspended. The Ras Laffan
Pearl gas-to-liquids plant,
jointly owned by
QatarEnergy, Shell, and
ExxonMobil, is still assess-
ing its losses. Iran's South
Pars offshore gas field has
sustained heavy damage.
Iraq's Zubair oilfield, operat-

ed by Eni, has had output cut
by 70,000 barrels per day
from its normal 330,000-bpd
level,  a 21% reduction in a
field that accounts for a
meaningful share of Iraq's
export revenue. Bahrain's
BAPCO Sitra Refinery,  just
commissioned in December
after a $7-billion modernisa-
tion programme designed to
increase capacity from 2.67
lakh to 4 lakh barrels per
day, built under a $4.2-billion
contract by
TechnipEnergies, Samsung
Engineering, and
T&#233;cnicas Reunidas,
was struck twice. Two crude
distillation units and a tank
farm are confirmed dam-
aged. The facility had been
in commercial operation for
approximately three
months. A Long, Long
Recovery Rystad's prognosis
for the worst-affected assets:
"full recovery could take up
to five years". Large-frame
gas turbines, the equipment
required to power LNG
main refrigeration compres-
sors, are manufactured by
exactly three original equip-
ment manufacturers global-
ly: GE Vernova (US),
Siemens (Germany), and
one other. All three began
2026 carrying production
backlogs of two to four years,
driven by demand from data
centre electrification and
coal plant retirements. 

editorial

  DR. SATYAWAN

SAURABH
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Karnataka

Mangaluru, Apr 3: The 
vessel 'Leela Jamnagar' has 
arrived at the New 
Mangalore Port (NMP) car-
rying 2.7 lac metric tonnes of 
crude oil from China.

The ship, which sailed 
from Zhoushan port in 
China, is expected to supply 
the crude oil to the Indian 
Strategic Petroleum 
Reserves Limited (ISPRL) 
underground facility in 
Mangaluru. Additionally, 
another vessel, 'Al Ain', has 

arrived at the port carrying 
19,600 metric tonnes of LPG.

The port is witnessing a 
surge in energy shipments 
this week. On April 3, the 

vessel 'Desh Bhakt' is sched-
uled to arrive with 63,171 
metric tonnes of Mangala 
crude oil from Rajasthan for 
Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals Limited 
(MRPL).Furthermore, on 
April 5, the vessel 'Jag 
Vasant' is expected to reach 
the port with 9,500 metric 
tonnes of LPG for Hindustan 
Petroleum (HPCL), Indian 
Oil (IOCL), and Bharat 
Petroleum (BPCL). On the 
same day, a massive tanker, 

'Gabon Prosperity', is slat-
ed to arrive at Mangaluru 
with 2,75,021 metric tonnes 
of crude oil destined for 
MRPL.

Mangaluru: Crude oil shipment 
from China arrives for ISPRL 

underground facility

Bengaluru: Good 
Friday is one of the 
holiest days for the 
Christian commu-
nity, commemorat-
ing the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ in 33 
AD, when he sacri-
ficed his life for the 
redemption of 
humanity’s sins. 
Observed on the 
Friday preceding 
Easter, the day is 
marked with 
prayer, fasting, and 
solemn church ser-
vices, symbolizing 
reflection, repen-
tance, and devotion.

Ms. Suja George, wife 
of Karnataka’s Energy 
Minister K. J. George, 
has penned the lyrics of 
a deeply moving devo-
tional song inspired by 
the profound words of 
Jesus Christ on the 
cross: “Forgive them, for 
they know not what they 

do.” The composition 
reflects the message of 
compassion, sacrifice, 
and forgiveness that 
defines the spirit of Good 
Friday.

The music for the song 
has been composed by 
noted music director 
Ouseppachan, with soul-
ful vocals rendered by 

singer Leo Rison. 
The adaptation 
credits go to Louis 
Menesez and Lijo 
Jose of Megjee 
Audios, Bengaluru, 
where the song was 
recorded. The mix-
ing and mastering 
have been carried 
out by Sai Prakash, 
while the video has 
been directed by 
Dinson Devassy. 
The song beautiful-
ly captures the 
prayer of Jesus 
Christ seeking for-
giveness for 

humanity, even as he 
endured immense pain 
and suffering during the 
crucifixion. Through its 
heartfelt lyrics and evoc-
ative music, the compo-
sition aims to inspire 
reflection on the values 
of faith, forgiveness, and 
redemption that Good 
Friday represents.

Good Friday devotional song 
penned by Suja George, wife of 
Energy Minister, K. J. George

Mangaluru, Apr 2: The 
New Mangalore Port 
Authority (NMPA) has 
achieved a major milestone 
by handling 50.04 million 
tonnes (MMT) of cargo dur-
ing its golden jubilee finan-
cial year, exceeding the 48.5 
MMT target set by the minis-
try of ports, shipping and 
waterways, deputy chairper-
son S Shanthi said. Shanthi 
was speaking at a seminar on 
‘Maritime Adversities and 
the Role of Stakeholders’ and 
the “Indian Port Act 2025,” 
organised by NMPA on 
Wednesday.

She said the increase in 
cargo handling strengthens 
the port’s status as a fast-
growing maritime gateway, 
contributing significantly to 

India’s trade and economic 
growth.Detailing upcoming 
projects, Shanthi said the 
redevelopment of Berth No 9 

for liquid bulk cargo will 
improve draft levels and 
increase handling capacity to 
10.5 MMT.

She added that Berth No 13 
is proposed for allocation to 
captive users, which is 
expected to ease congestion 
at the port, while the long-
pending Berth No 17 project 
will soon be put out to ten-
der.

Shanthi also noted that 
eight key maritime infra-
structure projects have been 
initiated recently. Among 
them, a dedicated cruise ter-
minal gate for international 
passengers and a 150-bed hos-
pital have already been com-
pleted, she said.

Highlighting NMPA’s 
green initiatives, Shanthi 
said the port is implementing 
Harit Sagar guidelines to 
reduce carbon emissions by 
2030.

“A 4 MW solar power plant 
has already been installed as 
part of our efforts towards 
energy self-sufficiency,” she 
added.

In addition, digital plat-
forms such as Sagar 
Samriddhi, Sagar Manthan 
and the Sagar Setu app are 
being used to streamline 
operations and enhance effi-
ciency.

The seminar also featured 
discussions on maritime 
challenges, regulatory chang-
es, and stakeholder roles, 
with inputs from Capt L K 
Panda, former nautical 
adviser to the government of 
India, and Capt Anand W 
Karkare, former deputy con-
servator of Mumbai Port 
Authority.

Mangaluru: NMPA surpasses 50 million tonnes cargo in golden 
jubilee year, eyes further expansion

Bengaluru: With the 
objective of listening to citi-
zens’ grievances and provid-
ing prompt solutions within 
the jurisdiction of Bengaluru 
North City Corporation, 
Commissioner Pommala 
Sunil Kumar conducted a 
Phone-In programme from 
7:00 AM at the 
Commissioner’s Office hall 
located on Amruthahalli 
Main Road, receiving com-
plaints directly from citi-
zens. During the pro-
gramme, several complaints 
received from various wards 
were heard, and necessary 
instructions were issued to 
the concerned officials for 
their immediate redressal.

 Progress of the Phone-In 
Programme:

Since its inception on 
September 26, a total of 1,563 
grievances have been regis-
tered over the past 27 weeks, 

out of which 1,110 grievanc-
es have already been 
addressed.

A total of 93 grievances 
not falling under the juris-
diction of North City 
Corporation have been for-
warded to the concerned 
civic bodies and depart-
ments, while strict instruc-
tions have been issued to 
officials to take prompt 

action on the remaining 316 
grievances.

 Details of Programme:
In Phone-In programme, a 

total of 47 calls were 
received, resulting in the 
registration of 63 grievanc-
es. All complaints were 
reviewed, and officials were 
instructed to respond imme-
diately.

 Priority to Proper Road 

Maintenance:
A total of 29 complaints 

related to road maintenance 
were received. Officials 
were directed to ensure 
quality in repair works, 
expedite the works on prior-
ity, and provide safe com-
muting conditions to the 
public.

Focus on Waste 
Management:

A total of 11 complaints relat-
ed to waste collection and dis-
posal were recorded. 
Instructions were given to 
ensure timely collection in all 
wards and to implement scien-
tific waste disposal systems. 
Additionally, 3 complaints relat-
ed to removal of dangerous tree 
branches, 3 complaints related 
to the health department, and 2 
complaints related to Khata ser-
vices were recorded. Concerned 
officials were directed to take 
immediate action.

Continuous Phone-In Programme by the 
Commissioner for Improvement of Civic Services

Bengaluru : India is con-
fronting an intensifying 
water crisis, driven by the 
dual pressures of rapid urban-
ization and finite freshwater 
resources. According to NITI 
Aayog, nearly 600 million 
Indians face high to extreme 
water stress, while 21 major 
cities are projected to run out 
of groundwater, underscor-
ing the urgency of systemic 
reform. With water demand 
expected to double available 
supply by 2030, the need to 
transition from supply-side 
augmentation to demand-
driven, efficiency-led water 
management has never been 
more critical.

Urban centers such as 
Bengaluru illustrate the grav-
ity of this crisis. Once cele-
brated for its extensive net-
work of over 1,000 intercon-
nected lakes, the city now 
retains less than 100 function-
al water bodies, many of 

which are severely polluted 
or encroached upon. Studies 
by Indian Institute of Science 
highlight that over 85% of 
Bengaluru’s lakes are eutro-
phic, significantly impairing 
their ability to support biodi-
versity or recharge ground-
water. As natural recharge 
systems continue to degrade, 
Bengaluru’s dependence on 

unsustainable water sources 
has surged. The city current-
ly relies on the Cauvery River 
for nearly 80% of its piped 
water supply, pumping it 
over 100 km and against a 
steep elevation, making it one 
of the most energy-intensive 
urban water systems in the 
world. This growing imbal-
ance between demand and 

supply highlights structural 
vulnerabilities in urban 
water governance across 
India

Against this backdrop, 
PlumbexIndia 2026, posi-
tioned as India’s leading exhi-
bition for water, sanitation 
and plumbing, the event will 
serve as a critical platform for 
industry collaboration, inno-
vation and knowledge 
exchange among stakehold-
ers across the ecosystem.

The exhibition will feature 
a comprehensive lineup of 
symposiums addressing key 
challenges and emerging 
opportunities in water man-
agement. Notable highlights 
include the IPA Awards of 
Excellence, the Around the 
Drop, which is a hands-on 
workshop designed to sensi-
tize architectural students to 
water-based design thinking 
initiative, and the IPA 
Bathroom Challenge.

PlumbexIndia 2026 to Spotlight Water Sustainability 
and Urban Water Challenges in India

BENGALURU, April 3, 2026 – Biocon 
Foundation, the Corporate Social 
Responsibility arm of Biocon, in col-
laboration with the Bengaluru Science 
and Technology Cluster (BeST Cluster) 
and the National Centre for Biological 
Sciences (NCBS), formally onboarded 
the first cohort of the BioWISE (Women 
in STEM Empowered) program at 
Biocon Park, Bengaluru. The first 
BioWISE cohort comprises 15 postgrad-
uate women students selected through 
a rigorous, multi-stage process from 
over 350 applicants across Karnataka 
for a six-month internship program, 
including scholarship and mentorship.

As part of the BioWISE program, 25 
women students — 15 postgraduates 
and 10 undergraduates — from tier 2 
and tier 3 universities across Karnataka 
will be supported with academic train-
ing spanning biotechnology, life sci-
ences, microbiology, bioinformatics 
and allied disciplines, enabling them to 
build sustainable careers in STEM.

The 15 participants onboarded in the 
first phase have been placed with lead-
ing academic and industry partners, 
including the National Centre for 
Biological Sciences (1), Institute of 
Bioinformatics and Applied 
Biotechnology (2), Indian Institute of 

Science (5), and Biocon (7), where they 
are working alongside scientists and 
industry professionals on live research 
and development programs.

The formal onboarding event was 
graced by Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, 
Chairperson, Biocon; R. 
Anantharaman, CEO, BeST Cluster; 
Dr. Anupama Shetty, Mission Director, 
Biocon Foundation; Naveen 
Narayanan, Chief Human Resources 
Officer, Biocon; and representatives 
from NCBS, along with leaders from 
academia, research institutions, and 
industry. Dr. Parvinder Maini, 
Scientific Secretary, Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser (OPSA), 
addressed the gathering through a vir-
tual message.

Speaking at the event, Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw, Chairperson, Biocon 

Group, said, "India does not have a 
pipeline problem in science; it has a 
transition problem. While women 
enter STEM education in large num-
bers, too many drop out at the stage of 
entering professional roles in industry. 
BioWISE is a strategic intervention at 
precisely this moment, where talent 
must meet opportunity. This program 
by Biocon Foundation, BeST Cluster, 
and NCBS is about building confidence 
and ecosystems of support so women 
not only stay in science, but lead, inno-
vate, and shape the future of India's 
scientific enterprise."

Dr. Parvinder Maini, Scientific 
Secretary, Office of PSA, commented, 
"The future of science and innovation 
will depend on how inclusively we nur-
ture and strengthen our talent pipeline. 
When women are given equal access to 

opportunities, supported in their 
growth, and empowered to lead, the 
entire ecosystem benefits. Initiatives 
like BioWISE reflect this vision by 
bringing together academia, industry, 
and government to bridge the gap 
between education and workforce read-
iness."

R. Anantharaman, CEO, BeST 
Cluster, said, "Bengaluru Science and 
Technology (BeST) Cluster is grateful 
to Biocon Foundation, NCBS, and other 
leading institutions for backing 
BioWISE 25-26 - Cohort 1, a six-month 
internship giving 15 postgraduate 
women students from tier 2 and tier 3 
colleges learning opportunities, struc-
tured mentorship, and guidance to 
empower women in STEM, focusing on 
life sciences."

Prof. L.S. Shashidhara, Director, 
NCBS, commented, "The BioWISE pro-
gram is a significant and timely initia-
tive aimed at empowering women in 
STEM. The entire STEM community is 
indebted to Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw and 
the Biocon Foundation. The BeST 
Cluster has played a catalytic role in 
bringing together a strong network of 
collaborators and mentors from lead-
ing institutions, fostering a truly col-
laborative and enabling ecosystem."

Biocon Foundation, BeST Cluster & NCBS Onboard First 
BioWISE Cohort of Postgraduate Women Students

Not Annaramaiah, but Kannaramaiah: CM Siddaramaiah Is Stealing 
Rice Given by Central Government – Opposition Leader R. Ashoka

Davanagere : Opposition Leader 
R. Ashoka alleged that Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah, who is 
stealing the rice provided by the 
Central Government under the 
Annabhagya scheme, has become 
"Kannaramaiah" (a play on words 
implying a rice thief). He accused 
the CM of falsely claiming the 
Central Government's scheme as 
his own.

Speaking at a press conference, 
Ashoka said it is unfortunate that 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
repeatedly lies and misleads the 
people. People should call him 
"Annaramaiah" (provider of rice/
food), not that he should claim it 
himself. Because of this, the situa-
tion has arisen where he has to be 
given the title "Sullu Ramaiah" 
(Liar Ramaiah). Even in the matter 
of the Annabhagya scheme, he is 
blowing the trumpet of lies. He 
claims, "I am not the Ramaiah of 
loans, I am the Ramaiah of rice/

food." However, the Indira Gandhi 
Kit – which included 5 kg of dal, oil, 
and several other items promised 
during the elections – has remained 
a mirage for the people to this day. 
The state government is putting its 
own bag on the rice given by the 
Central Government and putting 
up boards saying "This is my 
scheme." This kind of deception 
will not work on the people, he said. 
On the Gruha Lakshmi scheme, 
they are making false allegations 

against the BJP. Saying that the 
BJP is opposed to the guarantee 
schemes is completely wrong. The 
Congress government must answer 
why it has not released two months' 
money under the Gruha Lakshmi 
scheme – approximately Rs.5,000 
crore. It is known to everyone that 
when questions were raised in the 
Assembly, they ran away without 
giving clear answers.

Even Rs.700 crore under the 
Annabhagya scheme has not been 

released yet. It is wrong to say that 
the BJP is obstructing the guaran-
tee schemes. In reality, it is the 
Congress government that is 
deceiving the public. Where has the 
total Rs.5,700 crore gone? Who ate 
it? The people of the state should be 
given an account, he demanded.

The Congress government has 
also committed large-scale decep-
tion regarding backward classes. 
Even though chairpersons should 
have been appointed to eight corpo-
rations for backward classes, it has 
not been done yet. There has also 
been a massive cut in grants. While 
the BJP government gave Rs.60 
crore to the Ambedkar Development 
Corporation, the Congress govern-
ment has given only Rs.20 crore.

For the Tanda Development 
Corporation, the BJP government 
gave Rs.110 crore, while the 
Congress gave Rs.50 crore. For the 
Devaraj Arasu Backward Classes 
Development Corporation, the BJP 

government gave Rs.190 crore, 
while the Congress gave Rs.90 
crore.

For the Krantiveera Sangolli 
Rayanna Development 
Corporation, the BJP government 
gave Rs.106 crore, while the 
Congress gave Rs.55.5 crore. In 
total, during the BJP government's 
tenure, Rs.1,699 crore was given, 
whereas the Congress government 
has given only Rs.1,055 crore. There 
has been a cut of around Rs.600 
crore, he alleged. The Rs.165 crore 
scam in the Valmiki Development 
Corporation is known across the 
country. On the other hand, 
although they promised to provide 
jobs to youth, the assurance of giv-
ing 56,000 jobs is still hanging in the 
air. Even if a Cabinet decision is 
taken, without allocating the 
required Rs.500 crore for salaries in 
the budget, how will they provide 
jobs? This is a big question. In the 
name of guarantee schemes.

Udupi: Police extern two rowdy-sheeters 
from district to curb anti-social activities

Udupi, Apr 3: In a decisive action to maintain law and order, 
the Udupi district police have externed two rowdy-sheeters 
from the district, barring them from entering the area for a 
specified period. The orders were issued on Thursday, April 
2 by the Udupi district superintendent of police and special 
magistrate. The orders target Vijetha, from the Kaup police 
station jurisdiction, and Arif Saheb, from the Padubidri 
police station limits. Vijetha, a resident of Pithrody in 
Udyavara village, has been named in four cases, including 
attempted murder and assault. He has been externed to 
Karwar in Uttara Kannada district. Arif Saheb, a resident of 
Mudarangadi under Padubidri police limits, faces five cases, 
including attempted murder, assault, and drug consumption. 
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Next govt should focus on 
protecting workforce, says 
unorganised workers’ poll charter
CHENNAI: Stating that the 
livelihood security of a vast 
majority of the State’s work-
force depends on the mea-
sures taken by the next gov-
ernment, the Tamil Nadu 
Unorganised Workers 
Federation put forth a char-
ter of demands, including 
adopting resolution against 
new labour codes, forming 
district-level grievance 

redressal mechanisms, 
ensuring stricter enforce-
ment on minimum wages. 
Among the extensive list of 
demands, main one are a call 
to pass a resolution in the 
Assembly opposing the 
Union government’s new 
labour codes and to protect 
the State’s long-standing wel-
fare board system for unor-
ganised workers. The State’s 
welfare board model must be 
protected and expanded, and 
not diluted, it said, calling for 
higher budgetary allocation 
to all existing boards, expan-
sion of coverage to left-out 
sectors, and inclusion of 
emerging categories such as 
gig and platform workers.

“The informal workforce 
constitutes more than 90 per 
cent of workers and contrib-
utes around 65 per cent to 
State’s and country’s econo-
my. Yet, they continue to be 
overlooked. The parties must 
recognise their grievances 
and give assurance,” said R 
Geetha, adviser, Unorganised 
Workers Federation.

The federation has also 

flagged persistent issues in 
access, urging the govern-
ment to simplify registration 
and renewal processes, 
decentralise enrolment 
through camps at the local 
body level, and ensure that 
identity cards are issued 
without delays. It also sought 
a comprehensive and regu-
larly updated database of 
such workers to streamline 
the delivery of benefits. 
Further, the charter called 
for the establishment of dis-
trict-level grievance 
redressal committees with 
worker representation to 
address issues such as denial 
of benefits, delays, and exclu-
sion errors.

Confusion over seat-sharing ‘minor’ setback; 
Cong, DMK both responsible: Narayanasamy
PUDUCHERRY: Veteran 

Congress leader V 
Narayansamy has said that 
both his party and the 
Dravidian partner, the 
DMK, are responsible for the 
confusion over seat-sharing 
and dismissed it as a minor 
setback. The DMK did not 
buy the argument and said it 
was the Congress that com-
mitted a “big mistake” of 
fielding nominees in 6 addi-
tional segments. The 78-year 
old former chief minister 
asserted that talks must not 
have been allowed to pro-
long. In an interview with 
PTI, Narayanasamy dis-
missed the AINRC-BJP gov-
ernment as a regime that 
completely “betrayed” the 
people of Puducherry.

People desire change and 
this was evident when we 

undertook a padayatra 
recently in Puducherry.

To a question, he said: 
“Confusion over seat shar-
ing among the alliance part-
ners, the Congress and DMK 
is only a small setback, peo-
ple reject the BJP out and 
out. Chief Minister N 
Rangasamy has become a 
stooge of the BJP and I am 
confident people will reject 
him.” In the wake of the dif-

ficulties observed and obsta-
cles faced during the pro-
tracted seat-sharing negotia-
tions between his party and 
the ally DMK, the veteran 
leader said Congress nomi-
nees had filed nominations 
also in the 7 constituencies 
of Nellithope, Kalapet, Raj 
Bhavan, Uzhavarkarai, 
Mangalam, Tirubhuvanai, 
and Karaikal South.

Meanwhile, it was decid-

ed at the eleventh hour that 
the Congress party would 
contest from 16 seats and the 
DMK was earmarked 14 
seats. The Dravidian party 
decided to share one seat 
with its ally, the VCK.

The 30-member strong 
Puducherry Assembly goes 
to polls on April 9.

He said: “The Congress 
nominee who filed papers 
in the Nellithope seat 
withdrew from the race as 
that constituency was 
allotted to the DMK. 
However, six other 
Congress candidates 
declined to withdraw, 
though we told them very 
clearly that they must 
withdraw. So, 16 are offi-
cial Congress candidates, 
the six others are not offi-
cial nominees.

West Asia war impact: LPG crunch 
forces shutdowns across textile 
units, lakhs of workers in limbo

CHENNAI: India’s textile 
industry is reeling from a 
liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) shortage triggered by 
the war in West Asia, with 
major hubs from Surat to 
Karur reporting shutdowns, 
raw material shortages and 
export delays.

In Gujarat’s Surat, one of 
the country’s largest textile 
centres, nearly 200 process-

ing units have shut down 
while others have scaled 
back operations from seven 
days to five, an NHK report 
said.The disruption has hit 
livelihoods hard, with 
around five lakh daily wage 
workers losing jobs and 
migrating out of Surat.

Also, a city-based fibre 
unit that consumes 13.2 
tonnes of LPG a month has 
shut for a month due to the 
shortage, laying off over 
half its daily wage workers, 
the report added.

The impact is equally 
severe in Tamil Nadu’s 
Karur, a key textile export 

hub, where the crisis has 
disrupted imports of polyes-
ter fibre. With Gulf-based 
factories shut and cargo 
shipments delayed, raw 
material shortages have 
stalled production.

Finished goods such as 
table linen, curtains and 
bedspreads are piling up, 
with exports worth thou-
sands of crores delayed to 

markets in the US and 
Europe, according to a 
Maalaimalar report. The 
Karur textile sector, with an 
annual turnover of around 
Rs 10,000 crore, is under sig-
nificant strain.

Meanwhile, polyester 
fibre prices have surged 
nearly 40%, from Rs 112 per 
kg before the crisis, squeez-
ing exporters already bound 
by pre-agreed contracts. 
Many are now supplying at 
older rates, incurring heavy 
losses. With shipments 
stalled and costs rising, the 
crisis threatens the liveli-
hoods of lakhs of workers.

COLLEGE STUDENT DIES WHILE TREKKING 
VELLIANGIRI HILLS IN COIMBATORE

COIMBATORE: A 
23-year-old college stu-
dent died of suspected 
cardiac arrest while trek-
king the Velliangiri Hills 
near Coimbatore on 
Thursday night.

Police identified the 
deceased as Mukesh 
Kumar, a native of 
Dharmapuri and study-
ing D.Pharm at a private 
college by staying in 
Telungupalayam near 
Perur in Coimbatore. He 
along with a group of 
eight friend’s had set out 
on a trek to Velliangiri 

Hills to offer prayers at 
the hill shrine.

They began climbing 
the hills at night. “While 
climbing the fifth hill, 
Mukesh Kumar sudden-
ly complained of chest 
pain. He then collapsed 

and lost consciousness,” 
police said.Shocked by 
the incident, his friends 
attempted to rush him 
down the hill and also 
alerted forest depart-
ment officials. Soon, the 
rescue personnel arrived 

at the spot and carried 
the youth in a dholi 
(makeshift structure).
The medical staff, who 
were stationed at the 
foothills, examined and 
found him dead already. 

On receiving informa-
tion, the Alandurai 
police arrived at the 
spot and sent the body of 
the deceased for a post-
mortem at Coimbatore 
Medical College and 
Hospital (CMCH). A 
case has been registered 
and further inquiry is 
underway.

Cancer emerges as major cause 
of child deaths in India: Study

New Delhi, Apr 3: Cancer 
has emerged as a significant 
cause of mortality among 
children in India, ranking 
among the top ten causes of 
death, according to a study 
published in The Lancet.

The findings, based on 
data from the Global Burden 
of Disease Study 2023, indi-
cate that while infectious 
diseases are declining, non-
communicable diseases 
such as cancer are increas-
ingly posing a serious threat 
to child survival in the coun-
try.

Data from the Indian 
Council of Medical 
Research’s National Centre 
for Disease Informatics and 
Research (ICMR-NCDIR) 
shows that childhood can-
cers accounted for around 
three to five per cent of all 
cancers in India in 2022. 
Each year, an estimated 
50,000 to 60,000 new cases are 
reported among children 
aged 0 to 14 years, placing 
India among countries with 
the highest burden globally.

Globally, about 377,000 
new cases of childhood can-
cer and 144,000 related 
deaths were reported in 
2023, highlighting the grow-
ing public health challenge.

Leukaemia, or blood can-
cer, remains the most com-
mon form of childhood can-
cer in India, followed by 
lymphomas and central ner-
vous system tumours. 
Incidence rates vary across 
regions, with urban centres 
reporting higher cases due 
to better detection and 
reporting systems.

Experts warn that the 
actual burden may be higher 
due to underreporting and 
limited access to diagnostic 

facilities, especially in rural 
areas. Delayed diagnosis 
remains a major concern, as 
early symptoms often resem-
ble common illnesses, lead-
ing to late-stage detection 
and reduced treatment suc-
cess.

The ICMR factsheet noted 
that many children reach 
specialised cancer centres 
only in advanced stages of 
the disease. Access to paedi-
atric oncology services is 
largely concentrated in 
urban areas, forcing fami-
lies from rural regions to 
travel long distances, often 
causing delays in treatment. 
Financial challenges further 
complicate care, with 
expenses related to travel, 
accommodation, and loss of 
income contributing to 
treatment discontinuation 
in several cases.

While survival rates for 

childhood cancers exceed 80 
per cent in high-income 
countries, outcomes in India 
remain uneven. Leading 
urban centres have reported 
survival rates comparable to 
developed nations for cer-
tain cancers such as acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia, 
but disparities persist across 
regions.

Experts also flagged the 
lack of long-term follow-up 
care for survivors, including 
monitoring for late treat-
ment effects such as second-
ary cancers and develop-
mental issues. The report 
emphasised the need for 
strengthening paediatric 
cancer care through 
improved infrastructure, 
trained specialists, better 
referral systems, and 
expanded cancer registries 
to ensure accurate data and 
timely intervention.

Late-night coffee may affect decision-making, 
not just sleep: Study

Mumbai, Apr 2: A growing body of 
research is shedding new light on the 
effects of caffeine, suggesting that 
drinking coffee late at night may do 
more than just disrupt sleep. 
According to a recent study published 
in iScience, nighttime caffeine con-
sumption could increase impulsive 
behaviour, particularly among 
women.

For years, experts have linked caf-
feine intake to sleep disturbances, as it 
blocks adenosine — a brain chemical 
responsible for promoting sleep — 
thereby interfering with the body’s 
natural sleep-wake cycle. However, 
this new research points to a deeper 
impact on behavioural control and 
decision-making.

Researchers from University of 
Texas at El Paso conducted experi-
ments using Drosophila melanogaster, 
a commonly used model for studying 
neurological processes. They found 
that subjects exposed to caffeine at 
night showed reduced ability to sup-
press reactions to negative stimuli — a 
sign of increased impulsivity.

Interestingly, the same effect was 
not observed when caffeine was con-
sumed during the day, highlighting 
the importance of timing. The study 
also found that female subjects dis-
played a stronger increase in impul-
sive behaviour compared to males. 
Scientists suggest this may be due to 
biological differences in how caffeine 
is metabolised and how brain chemis-
try responds, an observation support-
ed by previous research in the field of 
nutrition and neuroscience.

Caffeine stimulates the central ner-
vous system by blocking adenosine 
receptors and increasing the release of 
neurotransmitters like dopamine and 
norepinephrine. While this boosts 
alertness, excessive stimulation — 
especially at night — can disrupt cir-
cadian rhythms and impair functions 
like judgement, emotional control, 
and focus.

Studies have shown that consuming 
caffeine within six hours of bedtime 

can significantly reduce sleep quality, 
which in turn affects cognitive perfor-
mance the next day.

What makes these findings notable 
is the shift from sleep-related concerns 
to behavioural consequences. 
Increased impulsivity is linked to 
risk-taking behaviours, including 
poor decision-making, emotional 
instability, and reduced self-control.

Experts caution that late-night caf-
feine consumption could subtly influ-
ence such behaviours, especially in 
high-pressure lifestyles where indi-
viduals rely heavily on coffee to stay 
awake.

In a fast-paced world where late-
night work is common, many people 
depend on caffeine for productivity. 
However, organisations like the Mayo 
Clinic warn that excessive or poorly 
timed caffeine intake can lead to 
insomnia, anxiety, restlessness, and 
increased heart rate.

Over time, this can create a cycle of 
poor sleep and higher caffeine depen-
dence, potentially affecting both 
health and behaviour. While more 
human-based studies are needed, the 
findings highlight an important take-
away: the timing of coffee consump-
tion matters. Limiting caffeine intake 
to earlier in the day may not only 
improve sleep quality but also help 
maintain better emotional balance 
and decision-making ability.

Exercise may reduce ‘chemo brain’, improve mental sharpness during treatment: Study
New Delhi, Apr 3: A new 
study published in the 
March 2026 issue of JNCCN—
Journal of the National 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Network suggests that sim-
ple exercise routines can 
help cancer patients stay 
mentally sharp and better 
manage daily activities dur-
ing chemotherapy.

The nationwide Phase III 
trial, conducted across the 
United States, found that 
patients who followed a 

structured exercise pro-
gramme alongside chemo-
therapy experienced signifi-
cantly less cognitive decline 
compared to those who did 
not. The programme, known 
as EXCAP, included person-
alised walking routines and 
resistance band exercises.

The study, involving 687 
patients from 20 oncology 
centres under the University 
of Rochester Cancer Center, 
revealed that benefits were 
most notable among patients 

undergoing chemotherapy 
in two-week cycles. These 
participants reported 
reduced mental fatigue and 
better cognitive function, 
while also maintaining their 
daily physical activity lev-
els. Lead researcher Karen 
M. Mustian said that such 
simple and safe exercise rou-
tines could play a vital role 
in supportive cancer care. 
“Cancer care providers 
should consider incorporat-
ing structured, home-based 

exercise prescriptions into 
routine chemotherapy care,” 
she noted.Co-author Po-Ju 
Lin highlighted that patients 
without an exercise plan 
often reduced their daily 
walking by nearly half and 
experienced increased mem-
ory and concentration 
issues.Experts say the find-
ings offer hope to patients 
concerned about “chemo 
brain,” a common side effect 
involving cognitive impair-
ment during treatment. 

Independent expert Lindsay 
L. Peterson said the study 
reinforces the importance of 
physical activity in main-
taining mental resilience 
and quality of life during 
cancer treatment. 
Researchers added that 
exercise-based interven-
tions are safe, cost-effective, 
and can be performed at 
home, making them a prac-
tical option for improving 
patient outcomes during 
chemotherapy.

CDC pauses testing for 
rabies, mpox and other 
infections, cites review

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has temporarily 
halted diagnostic testing 
for rabies, mpox and sev-
eral other infectious dis-
eases, raising concerns 
among public health 
experts.

The agency has listed 
more than two dozen types 
of tests that are currently 
unavailable. Officials 
described the move as a 
temporary step linked to a 
“routine review” aimed at 
maintaining high-quality 
laboratory standards.

A spokesperson for the 
US Department of Health 
and Human Services said 
some of the suspended 
tests are expected to 
resume in the coming 

weeks, adding that sup-
port will continue for state 
and local partners to 
access necessary testing.

Experts, however, point-
ed out that this is the larg-
est such pause in recent 
years. Scott Becker, head 
of the Association of 
Public Health 

Laboratories, said the 
scale of the suspension is 
unusual and the reasons 
are not entirely clear.

The development fol-
lows a significant downsiz-
ing of the CDC workforce 
over the past year, with 
staffing reportedly drop-
ping by 20–25 per cent. 
Some specialised labs, 
including those handling 
rabies and poxvirus test-
ing, have reportedly lost 
nearly half their staff.

While certain paused 
tests relate to common 
infections that can be han-
dled by commercial labs, 
others involve rare diseas-
es and specialised diagnos-
tics. State-level laborato-
ries in places like New 
York and California may 

help bridge the gap during 
the interim period. 
Experts cautioned that the 
situation would become 
concerning if the suspen-
sion continues for an 
extended period, potential-
ly affecting disease sur-
veillance and response 
capabilities.



9HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026                                    

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Business

NNew York: Amazon is slap-
ping a 3.5 per cent fuel and
logistics surcharge on
third-party sellers using
its platform starting later
this month amid a spike in
fuel prices since the war in
Iran started. The tempo-
rary charge is effective
April 17 for many of the
sellers who use Amazon’s
fulfillment services, the
online behemoth con-
firmed to The Associated
Press in an email
Thursday.
“Elevated costs in fuel and
logistics have increased
the cost of operating across
the industry,” Amazon
said in the emailed state-
ment. The Seattle-based
company said it has

absorbed these increases
so far but similar to other
major carriers, when costs
remain elevated, it imple-
ments temporary sur-
charges to partially recov-
er these costs. It noted the
charge is “meaningfully”
lower than surcharges
applied by other major car-
riers. 
“We remain committed to
our selling partners’ suc-
cess and to maintaining
broad selection and low
prices for customers,”
Amazon added.
Amazon’s fuel and logis-
tics-related surcharge will
apply to US and Canadian
sellers using its
Fulfillment by Amazon
option. Starting May 2, the

surcharge will take effect
with sellers using the Buy
with Prime and Multi-
Channel Fulfillment
options.

Amazon joins a growing
list of carriers imposing
surcharges to recoup ris-
ing energy costs as the
Iran war drags on.

United Parcel
Service and FedEx have
increased their fuel sur-
charges. The United States
Postal Service announced
last week it was imposing
an 8 per cent fuel sur-
charge that would apply to
packages to be shipped
starting April 26. The sur-
charge would remain in
place until January 17
2027, it said.

Net foreign direct investment
(FDI) into India contracted
for the fifth consecutive
month in January 2026, with
outflows exceeding inflows
by nearly $1.4 billion, a three-
month high. The data shows
this was because inflows into
India fell nearly 7% while the
amount repatriated out of the
country nearly doubled. Net
FDI into India was negative
for the fifth consecutive
month in January 2026 due to
high levels of repatriation by
foreign companies in India In
$ million According to data
released by the Reserve Bank
of India on Monday as part of
its monthly bulletin, the total
amount of money entering
India as direct investment, or
gross FDI, stood at about $5.7
billion in January 2026.  This
was 7% lower than in
January last year, and only
two-thirds of the amount that
came in December 2025. The
RBI, however, looked at a
longer time period to draw
some positive conclusions.
“During April 2025 - January
2026, gross FDI inflows
remained strong, higher than
the corresponding period a

year ago,” the central bank
noted in its report. “Sector-
wise, manufacturing
received the highest share of
equity inflows, followed by
computer services, electrici-
ty and other energy, and
financial services — these
sectors together accounted
for over 60% of total inflows.”
With regard to outflows, the
outward FDI by Indian com-
panies increased by 5.4% in
January 2026 to $2.1 billion.
This was, however, nearly
30% lower than the outward
FDI in December 2025.
“Around 75% of the outward
FDI flows were directed to
the U.S., Singapore, the UK,
and the UAE during the

[April 2025 - January 2026]
period,” the RBI said.
Repatriation and disinvest-
ment by foreign companies
doing business in India, on
the other hand, increased by
97.3% to $4.9 billion in
January 2026. But this was
nearly 18% lower than the
amount in December 2025. As
a result, net FDI stood at
about -$1.4 billion, the lowest
since October 2025. The cen-
tral bank noted that portfolio
investments again flowed out
more than they flowed in in
March this year. “After stag-
ing a comeback in February
2026, foreign portfolio invest-
ments (FPIs) turned net sell-
ers again in March 2026.

Patented medicines will face a 100%
tariff entering the US - but compa-
nies can still avoid the taxes by strik-
ing deals with the administration,
the White House has said. US
President Donald Trump ordered the
long-threatened levies on Thursday.
The White House said the aim of the
tariffs was to reduce national securi-
ty risks by boosting manufacturing
of key medicines in the US. The
importance of the move may be
largely symbolic at this point, as it
does not apply to generic medicines -
the most commonly used medicines
in the US. Many of the biggest drug-
makers have also already struck
agreements that will allow them to
escape the levies, with more expect-
ed to do so in the weeks ahead. "The
goal is to bring the rest of the compa-
nies to the bargaining table," said
Sean Sullivan, professor at the
University of Washington and
London School of Economics. "It's all
about leverage." Companies that
commit to launch new manufactur-
ing in the US before the end of
Trump's term in January 2029 would
face only a 20% tariff on their medi-
cines, the White House said. The tar-
iff would drop to zero, if the firms
strike pricing deals with the govern-

ment. In previous agreements, com-
panies have agreed to sell some of
their medicines to government
health insurance programmes such
as Medicaid for prices comparable to
those in certain overseas markets.
The US will also honour lower tariffs
agreed as part of deals struck last
year with key partners, including
Europe, Switzerland, the UK, South
Korea and Japan. In December last
year the UK and US agreed a deal to
keep tariffs on UK pharmaceutical
shipments into America at zero.
Under that agreement the UK will
pay more for medicines through the
NHS in return for a guarantee that

US import taxes on pharmaceuticals
made in the UK will remain at zero
for three years. On Thursday the UK
government called the partnership
"a win for British patients, British
businesses and the British econo-
my". It said pharmaceutical compa-
nies would have "stronger incen-
tives" to launch treatments in the UK,
meaning patients would benefit from
treatments such as new cancer thera-
pies sooner. In a briefing for
reporters, a senior US administra-
tion official said big companies
would have 120 days to work out
agreements with the administration.
Small and medium-sized companies

will have 180 days. "They've had plen-
ty of warning so we are going for-
ward and executing," the official said.
Richard Frank, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution and director of
its Center on Health Policy, said it
was hard to judge the impact of the
order given questions about its scope,
including how many drugs might be
able to win exemptions, and how
many companies would end up strik-
ing deals. While many of the biggest
firms have signed deals already,
smaller businesses are at risk of fac-
ing the tariff, which could drive up
costs, he noted. "Like so much of this
stuff, the devil really is the details
and what sounds really good in a
press release may not look the same
when it actually hits the ground," he
said. While the Trump administra-
tion has said it wants to see more
manufacturing in the US, that typi-
cally brings higher costs, he noted.
And though pricing deals could help
lower costs, agreements unveiled so
far have been narrow. The White
House said the threat of tariffs had
already spurred pharmaceutical
firms to promise $400bn investments
in the US. The lower tariff rates
would eventually expire after
Trump's term ends in January 2029. 

Kuwait City: Kuwait-based
Jazeera Airways has added
four new destinations in
India — Kozhikode,
Tiruchirappalli, Mangalore
and Kannur — expanding
its network under Project
Vande Bharat and reinforc-
ing air links with key
regions in South India.
With this expansion, the
airline now serves 12 desti-
nations across India, oper-
ating 49 weekly flights. The
move is aimed at improv-
ing travel options for the
large Indian diaspora in
Kuwait and supporting
essential connectivity
between the two countries.
The new routes build on
Jazeera Airways’ existing
network of Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kochi, Mumbai
and Thiruvananthapuram,
offering broader access to
both major cities and
regional hubs. Services to
Kozhikode ,
Tiruchirappalli ,
Mangalore and Kannur will
operate via King Fahad
International Airport in
Dammam, Saudi Arabia,
forming part of an integrat-

ed travel corridor that com-
bines air and overland
transport. The airline said
this enables passengers to
travel closer to their home-
towns with greater conven-
ience. Barathan Pasupathi,
Chief Executive Officer of
Jazeera Airways, said India
remains a key market for
the airline, noting that
more than 11,000 Indian
passengers have been
transported since services

resumed on March 20.
“This expansion reflects
our commitment to main-
taining connectivity with
the Indian community in
Kuwait and enabling
smoother access to destina-
tions across South India,”
he said. The airline said the
expanded network will also
support the movement of
essential workforce seg-
ments, helping profession-
als return to their roles

while maintaining continu-
ity in critical sectors. Cargo
operations are expected to
benefit as well, ensuring
the steady flow of supply
chains between Kuwait and
India. Kaizar Shakir,
Chairman of the Indian
Business and Professionals
Council (IBPC) Kuwait,
welcomed the expansion,
describing it as timely
amid ongoing travel chal-
lenges. 
He said the move under-
scores a commitment to
supporting communities
and businesses reliant on
Kuwait–India connectivity.
Jazeera Airways continues
to operate through a dual-
base network in Saudi
Arabia, including
Dammam and Qaisumah
airports, providing alterna-
tive travel routes despite
operational constraints.
The airline currently
serves more than 31 desti-
nations across 10 countries
and plans to scale up opera-
tions further, with around
1,000 flights, 250,000 seats
and over 2 million tonnes of
cargo capacity scheduled
by the end of April.

Oil prices started
climbing again after
US President Donald
Trump reiterated

threats to hit Iran "extreme-
ly hard" in the coming weeks
and failed to give concrete
details on how the war will
end. Brent crude briefly
surged past $109 (£82) a bar-
rel and stock markets in the
US, Europe and Asia fell fol-
lowing Trump's address
from the White House. He
said that the US would com-
plete its strategic objectives
for the war "very shortly"
and spend the next two to
three weeks bombing Iran
"back to the Stone Ages".
Earlier on Wednesday, oil
prices dipped below $100
ahead of the speech on hopes
Trump would say how the
US would exit the conflict
but his address repeated the
same points he made previ-
ously. The Iran war has
severely disrupted global oil
and gas supplies. Oil ship-
ments through the critical
Strait of Hormuz waterway
have mostly been halted
after Iran threatened to
attack tankers that try to
cross in retaliation to US-
Israeli strikes, which began
on 28 February. In his
speech, Trump said the US
did not need the Middle
East's energy and urged
other nations to step in to

free up shipments from the
Gulf that have been disrupt-
ed as a result of the war. He
said: "To those countries that
can't get fuel, many of which
refuse to get involved in the
decapitation of Iran… build
up some delayed courage, go
to the Strait and just take it."
Oil prices, which had been
fluctuating incrementally
before, shot upwards
moments after the televised
speech. Brent crude, the
global benchmark, rose
more than 8% on Thursday,
before retreating a bit. The
US benchmark, West Texas
Intermediate, which had
been somewhat shielded
from the price rises earlier
in the conflict compared

with Brent, also took off,
briefly trading above $110 a
barrel in Thursday morning
trade in New York before
dropping back a bit. The rise
was a "clear market reality
check following the earlier
optimism for an imminent
ceasefire" said Alberto
Bellorin, founder and man-
aging director at
InterCapital Energy, an oil
and gas consultancy.
Trump's speech lacked a
"concrete timeline" for the
reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz, while a return to
normal now looks "months
away rather than weeks," he
added. In urging other
nations to step in, Trump
has removed hopes that dis-

ruptions to global energy
supplies will be resolved
swiftly, Bellorin said. In his
speech, Trump said oil and
gas flows would return
quickly when the war ended.
"When this conflict is over,
the strait will open up natu-
rally. It will just open up nat-
urally," he said. But Anne-
Sophie Corbeau, former head
of gas analysis at oil giant
BP, suggested it could take
some time for flows to return
to normal. The Gulf's energy
infrastructure has been dam-
aged following strikes by
Iran, Israel and the US and
Corbeau said repairing it
could take between three and
five years. Corbeau, who is
now at Center on Global

Energy Policy at Colombia,
told the BBC's Today pro-
gramme that disruption to
traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz was likely to persist
and that additional costs in
the form of fees to use the
strait could be "quite sub-
stantial". She said currently
she understood ships were
subject to a charge in the
region of $2m for using the
strait, which, if made perma-
nent amounted to "the worst-
case solution" for users of the
waterway. In the US, the S&P
500 and Nasdaq closed slight-
ly higher - up 0.1% and 0.2%
respectively after earlier
losses. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average ended
trading down 0.1%. In the
UK, the FTSE 100 index fell
in early afternoon trade but
closed 0.69% higher. France's
Cac index closed down
0.24%, and Germany's Dax
closed down 0.79% - both
regaining some earlier falls.
In Asia, major stock indexes
fell after Trump's address,
reversing earlier gains.
Japan's Nikkei 225 closed
down 2.4% and South Korea's
Kospi ended 4.5% lower. The
region's stock markets have
been volatile since the Iran
war began. Asia is particu-
larly vulnerable to the
impact of the conflict as it is
heavily reliant on the Middle
East for its energy supplies.

Hyderabad: In a significant
milestone, the Telangana
Mineral Development
Corporation Limited gener-
ated a record revenue of Rs
1,008 crore in the financial
year 2025-26, according to
data released on Thursday,
April 2. Compared to last
financial year’s revenue, Rs
738 crore, this year saw an
increase of 36 per cent in
revenue generation. “This
achievement is the result of
a series of strategic meas-
ures and effective imple-
mentation of policy initia-
tives undertaken by TGMD-
CL,” the corporation said in
a release. The TGMDCL

generated record revenue of
Rs 1,008 by streamlining
sand mining operations in
districts throughout the
year. In coordination with
the district administration
and line departments, the
corporation made attempts
to prevent illegal mining
and sand transportation by
a huge margin. It ensured
uninterrupted sand book-
ing availability and provid-
ed year-round access to cus-
tomers, implementing a
transparent booking sys-
tem, including randomised
allocation for equal oppor-
tunity. By integrating
closed circuit television

(CCTV) camera surveil-
lance and weighbridge sys-
tems, the TGMDCL enabled
real-time data collection
and monitoring. Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras on high-
ways were also deployed.
As many as 17 sand bazaars
were established in every
district to ensure availabili-
ty at the grassroots level,
with four sand bazaars in
Hyderabad alone, through
which 3.71 lakh metric
tonne of sand was sold in
the financial year of 2025-26.
Sand bazaars were initiated
for citizens to procure qual-
ity sand at a fixed price.

Beyond revenue genera-
tion, the corporation has
created substantial direct
and indirect employment
opportunities for local vil-
lagers, lorry owners and
drivers across the sand sup-
ply chain. Tribal societies
of Bhadradri Kothagudem
and Mulugu districts have
economically benefited
from the sand operations,
the corporation said in a
statement. In coordination
with the district adminis-
tration and line depart-
ments, the corporation
made attempts to prevent
illegal mining and sand
transportation.
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HighlightsDettol, India's leading 
germ protection brand, 
has launched a heartfelt 
new campaign for its 
iconic Dettol Antiseptic 
Liquid, built on the uni-
versal truth of a mother's 
instinctive care with the 
thought: "Nothing pro-
tects like Mom & Dettol."

The campaign rein-
forces Dettol's role as a 
constant companion in 
moments that call for 
care, strengthening the 
brand's emotional con-
nection with families 
while highlighting its 
unmatched protection.

The new film captures 
this emotional essence 
through a tender moment 
set in the lively chaos of 
a shaadi ka ghar. Amid 
the celebrations, a young 
boy hurts himself and 
hides his injury from 
others, putting on a 
brave face. But the 
moment he reaches his 
mother, she instinctively 
senses something is 
wrong. As she tends to 
his wound with Dettol 
Antiseptic Liquid, his 
guard drops, revealing 
his pain, only to be fol-

lowed by a touching role 
reversal where he com-
forts her instead. The 
film concludes with the 
message: "Apnon ki 
suraksha ka mazboot 
sahara."

The film has been 
brought to life with con-
cept and writing by 
Prasoon Joshi, an origi-
nal track by Vishal 
Khurana K sung by 
Javed Ali with lyrics by 
Prasoon Joshi, and direc-
tion by Amit Sharma, 
weaving together emo-
tion, culture, and authen-
ticity.

Commenting on the 
launch, Gaurav Jain, 

EVP Regional Director, 
Reckitt – South Asia, 
said, "At Reckitt, we 
believe our responsibili-
ty goes far beyond deliv-
ering products—we are 
here to build a world 
where people feel safe, 
protected and empow-
ered to care for one 
another. Dettol stands at 
the heart of this mission. 
This campaign encapsu-
lates that delicate, 
human truth: a mother 
senses hurt even before 
it is spoken, and Dettol 
strengthens her ability 
to respond with care and 
confidence. Together, a 
mother's instinct and 

Dettol's protection create 
a bond that generations 
have trusted and will 
continue to trust for 
years to come."

Prasoon Joshi, 
Chairman, Omnicom 
India, said, "I really 
enjoyed writing this sim-
ple, storytelling-led piece 
of brand communica-
tion. Dettol has always 
stood for care and protec-
tion. Because when a 
child is hurt, no matter 
how big or small, the 
first instinct is to reach 
for their mother, their 
ultimate safe space. And 
in that moment, the 
mother turns to Dettol, 
something she trusts to 
protect what matters 
most. This is the bond we 
wanted to bring alive. A 
bond of quiet care, 
instinctive love, and 
unwavering trust."

As the heart of the 
Dettol portfolio, Dettol 
Antiseptic Liquid con-
tinues to offer 
unmatched protection 
for cuts and wounds, 
reinforcing its role in 
safeguarding families 
across generations.

Dettol Launches New Campaign 
Celebrating a Mother's Instinct to Protect

HYDERABAD, April 3, 
2026 – Xiaomi India today 
announced the launch of 
the REDMI Note 15 Special 
Edition, a smartphone that 
brings together refined 
design, immersive visuals, 
and intelligent features in a 
form factor built for the 
way users live, create, and 
stay connected. Immersive 
Display in a Refined, Ultra-
Slim Design

The REDMI Note 15 
Special Edition features a 
6.77-inch curved AMOLED 
display with FHD+ resolu-
tion and a refresh rate of up 
to 120Hz, ensuring smooth 
visuals across browsing, 
streaming, and gaming. 
With peak brightness of up 
to 3200 nits and support for 
a wide colour gamut, the 
display remains vivid and 
clear across varied lighting 
conditions.

The immersive experi-
ence is complemented by a 
sleek 3D-curved design, 
with a thickness starting at 
just 7.35mm and a weight of 
approximately 178g, offer-

ing a comfortable grip and a 
premium in-hand feel. 
Triple TÜV certifications 
further enhance viewing 
comfort during extended 
usage.

Offered in three distinc-
tive colourways — Crimson 
Reserve, Carbon Black, and 
Frosted White — the 
REDMI Note 15 Special 
Edition is designed to com-
plement individual style 
while reinforcing its pre-
mium identity.

Efficient Performance 
with Intelligent Imaging

Powered by the 
Snapdragon® 6 Gen 3 
mobile platform built on a 
4nm process, the device 
delivers efficient and reli-
able performance across 
multitasking, content con-
sumption, and gaming. The 
smartphone features a 
50MP AI dual rear camera 
system and a 20MP AI front 
camera, engineered to cap-
ture sharp, well-balanced 
images. A suite of 
AI-powered tools, including 
AI Erase, AI Sky, AI Bokeh, 

AI Beautify, and AI 
Reflection Removal, allows 
users to enhance and refine 
photos quickly and intui-
tively.

Long-Lasting Battery 
with Immersive Audio 

and Connectivity
The REDMI Note 15 

Special Edition is equipped 
with a large 5800mAh bat-
tery designed for extended 
daily usage, supported by 
45W turbo charging for fast-
er top-ups.

For an enhanced multi-
media experience, the 
device features dual speak-

ers with Dolby Atmos sup-
port, along with AI-powered 
active noise cancellation 
for clearer calls. 
Connectivity includes sup-
port for multiple 5G bands 
and dual-band Wi-Fi. 
Integrated AI features such 
as Google Gemini and 
Circle to Search further 
elevate usability.

Secure, Durable, and 
Future-Ready

The device offers an in-
display fingerprint sensor 
and AI face unlock. Built 
with Titan Solid durability, 
it is designed to withstand 
drops of up to 1.7 metres 
and is certified to MIL-STD-
810H standards by SGS. 
With IP65 and IP66 ratings, 
the device is also protected 
against dust and splashes 
under controlled condi-
tions. The REDMI Note 15 
Special Edition is designed 
for longevity with 4 years of 
Android updates and 6 
years of security updates, 
ensuring a clean, fluid, and 
secure user experience that 
stays optimized over time.

Xiaomi Launches REDMI Note 15 Special Edition 
with Premium Design and All-Day Endurance
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US President Donald Trump
has removed Attorney
General Pam Bondi - a long-
time ally and fierce defender
of his administration - from
her post as America's top law
enforcement officer. Trump
praised her in a post on
Truth Social and said she
would be "transitioning" to a
role in the private sector.
Bondi's time leading the jus-
tice department was often
overshadowed by its han-
dling of the release of files
relating to Jeffrey Epstein
and its investigation into the
convicted sex offender. She is
the second Trump adminis-
tration official in recent
weeks to be cut from her post,
after Kristi Noem was ousted
as homeland security chief in
March. Bondi will be
replaced by her former
deputy, Todd Blanche. Bondi
said she would be "working
tirelessly" to transfer her
work to Blanche, adding that
the job had "been the honour"
of a lifetime. She added that
in her new private sector
position - which she did not

identify - she would "contin-
ue fighting for President
Trump and this administra-
tion". The announcement
comes less than two months
after a combative congres-
sional hearing in which
Bondi was peppered with
questions from lawmakers -
at times descending into
shouting matches in which
she called one Democrat a
"washed-up loser". As recent-
ly as Thursday morning,
Trump was defending Bondi,

saying: "She is a wonderful
person and she is doing a
good job." But hours later,
Trump confirmed her depar-
ture on Truth Social, saying
that her new private sector
role would be "announced at
a date in the near future".
Trump lauded Bondi's per-
formance as attorney general
in his post, saying she had
done "a tremendous job over-
seeing a massive crackdown
in crime across our country".
But the president had report-

edly grown increasingly frus-
trated with Bondi, in particu-
lar over her handling of the
Epstein files. When she was
sworn into the post in
February 2025, she vowed
transparency over the
Epstein case and promised to
release an alleged client list
associated with the disgraced
financier, who died in 2019.
The department later said no
such list existed. In the end,
millions of files related to
Epstein were released under

pressure - including from
Trump supporters - and only
after Congress passed a law
requiring the Department of
Justice to make unclassified
records public. The agency,
and subsequently Bondi,
faced bipartisan backlash,
with lawmakers accusing the
justice department of failing
to obscure some identifying
information about survivors,
while protecting the identi-
ties of those who were not
victims. A handful of
Republicans who worked
with her closely over the
years praised her on
Thursday. "Pam Bondi led
this Department with
strength and conviction and
I'm grateful for her leader-
ship and friendship,"
Blanche wrote on X. "We will
continue backing the blue,
enforcing the law, and doing
everything in our power to
keep America safe." Others
celebrated her departure.
Among them was Kentucky
Republican congressman
Thomas Massie, a regular
critic of Bondi's handling of

the Epstein files. "I hope the
next AG will release all the
Epstein files according to the
law and follow up with inves-
tigations, prosecutions and
arrests," he wrote on X.
California Democrat Ro
Khanna - who worked with
Massie on the bipartisan law
to compel the release of the
files - told the BBC's
Newsnight programme:
"This shows that Congress
isn't a doormat." Khanna said
lawmakers should refuse to
confirm Blanche as the next
attorney general unless he
will "submit to investigating
and prosecuting this Epstein
class, this group of men who
felt that they could write
their own rules, play by their
own roles, and treated the
rest of us as dispensable".
Another Republican critic of
Bondi's, South Carolina rep-
resentative Nancy Mace,
accused her of having
"stonewalled every effort to
hold the guilty accountable"
and "seriously undermined"
Trump with her handling of
the files.

The four astronauts on the
Artemis II mission have now
left the Earth's orbit, after
their Orion spacecraft fired its
main engine for a final push
towards the Moon. The five
minute and 55 second engine
burn, known as the translu-
nar injection (TLI), went
"flawlessly", Nasa's Dr Lori
Glaze said afterwards. And
from the Orion capsule,
Canadian astronaut Jeremy
Hansen said the crew was
"feeling pretty good up here
on our way to the Moon".
Artemis II is now on a looping
path that will carry the crew
around the far side of the
Moon and back again. It is the
first time since 1972 that
humans have travelled out-
side of the Earth's orbit. On
the livestream from Orion,
Earth is slowly shrinking, as
the capsule moves further and
further into space. Hansen,

who is the first non-American
to travel to the Moon - told
Nasa's mission control that
the crew "firmly felt the
power" of those who have per-
severed and worked so hard
on this mission. "Humanity
has once again shown what
we are capable of," he said.
"It's your hopes for the future
that carry us now on this jour-
ney around the Moon." After
spending roughly a day in a
stretched-out "high Earth

orbit", Orion's engines, navi-
gation and life-support sys-
tems were checked, while the
capsule looped our planet. At
last, the final approval was
given, and the engine burn
could begin - the mission's
last, big move towards the
Moon. Behind the crew's
seats, the service module lit its
single main engine in a long,
steady push that added thou-
sands of kilometres per hour
to Orion's speed. The TLI pro-

pelled the spacecraft on a jour-
ney that is expected to carry
the crew farther from Earth
than anyone has been before -
more than 4,700 miles (7,600
km) beyond the Moon - before
gravity swings them back.
Nasa estimates that this could
edge past the record set by
Apollo 13 in 1970, depending
on the fine details of the tim-
ing and trajectory. TLI is not a
point of no return for Orion -
even after the big burn to the
Moon, controllers can still
carry out the equivalent of a
handbrake turn in space and
bring the crew back to Earth if
something goes seriously
wrong. In the event of an
emergency, the U-turn is the
fastest way home in the first
36 hours after the TLI. After
that it can be just as quick,
and often simpler, to stay on
course around the Moon and
fall back to Earth.

Until that moment the war
was something happening
in other parts of Tehran. It
had not touched the lives of
"Setareh" and her col-
leagues. Then she heard an
ominous noise and vibra-
tions reached into the
office. She called out to her
workmates: "I think it's a
bomb." They left their desks
and climbed the stairs to
the roof of the building. "We
saw smoke rising into the
sky, but we didn't know
what place had been target-
ed," she recalls. "After that,
everyone working in the
company panicked. People
were shouting and scream-
ing and running away. For
one to two hours the situa-
tion stayed like that com-

plete chaos." That same day
her boss shut the business
and laid off his staff.
Despite strict state censor-
ship, the BBC has been able
to use trusted sources on
the ground to obtain testi-
mony from a range of
Iranians in different parts
of the country. We cannot

give Setareh's real name or
say what kind of work she
does - no detail that might
possibly identify her to the
regime's secret police. But
we can say that she is a
young woman from Tehran
who loved going to work,
where she could meet her
friends, share stories of

their lives and, of course,
there was the guarantee of
weekly wages. Now the
nightly bombing has stolen
her ability to sleep natural-
ly. She lies awake worrying
about the present, and the
future. "I can honestly say I
haven't slept for several
nights and days in a row. I
try to relax by taking very
strong painkillers so I can
sleep. The anxiety is so
intense that it has affected
my body. When I think
about the future and imag-
ine those conditions, I truly
don't know what to do." By
"those conditions" she
means economic hardship
and her fear of future street
fighting between the regime
and its enemies. 

Indians are bracing for sum-
mer, with temperatures
expected to cross 45C in
some parts of the country.
But the war with Iran is
already putting India's $6bn
bottled water industry
under strain as manufactur-
ers struggle to access cru-
cial raw materials. Last
month, market leader
Bisleri increased prices by
11%, making a box of 12 one-
litre bottles costlier by 24
rupees ($0.26; £0.20). Brands
like Bailley and Clear
Premium Water have also
increased their prices,
Reuters news agency
reported. According to a
study by Data for India,
about 15% of urban house-
holds and 6% of rural house-
holds depend on bottled
water for their drinking
needs. Relying on bottled
water is expensive, especial-
ly for people in rural areas.
But access to clean water
remains a challenge in
many parts of India, espe-
cially in summer, due to
reasons including water
shortages, groundwater
contamination and infra-
structure gaps. Brands and
bottle manufacturers warn
that a prolonged war will
risk making a crucial com-
modity prohibitively expen-

sive for many Indians.
About 20% of the world's oil
and liquefied natural gas
usually passes through the
narrow Strait of Hormuz,
which is now almost com-
pletely blocked by Iran. The
disruption in global ship-
ping has sent global fuel
prices soaring. India, which
relies heavily on oil and gas
imports to meet domestic
demand, is feeling the pres-
sure. Vijaysinh Dubbal,
president of the
Maharashtra Bottled Water
Manufacturers Association,
explains that the main rea-
son bottled water - which is
largely sold in plastic bot-
tles - has become expensive
is because of the surging
costs of crude oil. The price
of a barrel of Brent crude oil
briefly hit $119 (£90) earlier
this week, close to its high-
est since the start of the US-
Israel war with Iran. Crude
oil is used to make
Polyethylene Terephthalate
(PET) resin pellets - gran-
ules that are heated and
passed through moulds to
create PET preforms. These
preforms, which look like
plastic test tubes, are sold to
brands and bottle manufac-
turers to be shaped into
plastic bottles of the desired
shape and size. 

A federal judge has dis-
missed most of the claims
in a sexual harassment law-
suit that actress Blake
Lively filed against her It
Ends with Us co-star Justin
Baldoni. Judge Lewis
Liman threw out 10 of 13
allegations in Lively's case,
including harassment and
defamation. He left in place
three claims against
Baldoni - breach of con-
tract, retaliation, and aid-
ing and abetting in retalia-
tion - which will now go to a
civil trial in New York on 18
May. The Hollywood legal
battle began in 2024 when
Lively sued Baldoni, accus-
ing him of harassment and
a smear campaign on the
set of their hit movie. He
denied it and counter-sued.
A member of Lively's legal
team, Sigrid McCawley,
told the BBC's US partner
CBS the case "has always
been and will remain
focused on the devastating
retaliation and the extraor-
dinary steps the defendants
took to destroy" the actress'
reputation. She noted that
the sexual harassment
claims were dropped, "not
because the defendants did
nothing wrong", but
because of a technicality.
Lively plans to testify dur-
ing the trial, McCawley
said, and would continue

"to shine a light on this
vicious form of online retal-
iation". The BBC has con-
tacted Baldoni's lawyers for
comment. A judge last year
dismissed Baldoni's $400m
(£295m) counter-lawsuit
against Lively, which
alleged civil extortion,
defamation and invasion of
privacy. The case stems
from interactions between
Baldoni and Lively on the
set of It Ends With Us, an
adaption of a best-selling
Colleen Hoover novel. The
film features Lively as the
main character, Lily
Bloom, a young woman
who grew up witnessing
domestic abuse and finds
herself in the same position
years later. Lively's legal
team have accused Baldoni
and his film studio,
Wayfarer, of planning to
wreck her reputation,
including by social media
manipulation and using
friendly journalists to sow
certain narratives. She
shared details of the allega-
tions in a New York Times
article published before her
lawsuit. Lively filed a law-
suit against Baldoni's
Wayfarer Studios in
December 2024, alleging he
sexually harassed her on set
and retaliated against her for
bringing those complaints,
among other allegations. 

US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth has asked Army
Chief of Staff Randy
George to step down from
his post, according to CBS
News, the BBC's US part-
ner. Chief Pentagon
spokesperson Sean Parnell
said in a statement on
social media that George
"will be retiring from his
position as the 41st Chief of
Staff of the Army effective
immediately". The Army
chief normally serves a
four-year term. George, a
career military officer who

graduated from the West
Point military academy,
was nominated for the role
in 2023 by former President
Joe Biden. The latest
shakeup comes after
Trump said in an address
to the nation that the US-
Israel war with Iran is
expected to conclude "very
shortly". George served as
an infantry officer in the
first Gulf War and in recent
conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. It was not
immediately clear why he
was being asked to leave.
"We are grateful for his
service, but it was time for
a leadership change in the
Army," an unnamed senior
defence official told CBS.
Pentagon spokesperson
Parnell said: "The
Department of War is
grateful for General
George's decades of service
to our nation. 

A couple of years ago, Arlo
Parks found herself in a
nightclub, consoling a
complete stranger. "It was
the summer in New York
and everyone in the club
was super-friendly," she
recalls. "But there was a
group of girls surrounding
their friend, and she
seemed really upset. "I was
standing near them and I
said something like, 'I hope
you're OK', and I got drawn
into this whole tale of love

triangles and drama." "We
were sort of figuring it out
together and, by the end,
everyone was like, 'Yeah,
you're better off without
him'. "So we all went onto
the dance floor and cele-
brated this decision she'd
made for the rest of the
night." It's exactly the sort
of experience that inspired
the singer's third album,
Ambiguous Desire.
A pulsing exploration of

party culture and collec-
tive movement, it's a
departure from the ten-
der, introspective ballads
on her Mercury Prize-
winning debut, Collapsed
In Sunbeams and its 2023
follow-up, My Soft
Machine. She taps into
night rhythms, embrac-
ing the heat and the sweat
and the permissiveness of
the club. 

Courts in Brazil will be
able to determine shared
custody arrangements for
the pets of separating cou-
ples under new laws.
Lawmakers in the
Brazilian Congress viewed
the law change as a reflec-
tion of the importance peo-
ple place on their pets. The
legislation means that, if a
couple separates without
reaching an agreement
regarding their pet, "a
judge will determine the
shared custody arrange-
ment and the equitable dis-
tribution of the animal's
maintenance expenses
between the parties".
Currently, the country of
213 million people has
about 160 million pets,
according to the Instituto

Pet Brasil. For the law to
apply to separating cou-
ples, the animal must have
spent the majority of its life
with the pair. Shared cus-
tody will not be granted in
cases in which one of the
parties has a prior crimi-
nal record, or a history or
risk of domestic violence.
Members of Congress said
there had been an increase
in pet custody disputes in
courts, while noting the
law responds to "changes
that have occurred in
Brazilian society in recent
decades", according to a
statement accompanying
the law. The statement
added that couples with
fewer children tend to have
closer relationships with
their animals.

Artemis II astronauts describe 'spectacular moment' in space after leaving Earth's orbit
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The month-long break
forced on Formula 1 by the
war in the Middle East is a
time for reflection after a
controversial and incident-
packed first three races fol-
lowing the introduction of
the biggest rule change in
history. Even before the new
cars ran for the first time,
there was intense debate
about the merits of a set of
regulations that have creat-
ed an entirely unfamiliar
version of racing. That has
continued since the season
started. Engines with a 50-50
split between internal com-
bustion and hybrid power -
complete with 'overtaking'
and 'boost' modes - have led
to accusations of artificiali-
ty. Critics including four-
time world champion Max
Verstappen have likened the
new F1 to the Mario Kart
computer game, and gone as
far as to call it "a joke". At the
same time, Lewis Hamilton
has described his fight with
Ferrari team-mate Charles

Leclerc during the Chinese
Grand Prix as "the best bat-
tle" he has had for more than
10 years, and "like racing
should be". Hamilton,
though, like all of the driv-
ers, has misgivings about
the way the new engines
have diminished the impor-
tance of their skills. And
Oliver Bearman's frighten-
ing 191mph crash during the

Japanese Grand Prix has
focused minds on long-held
concerns voiced by the driv-
ers about the speed differen-
tials inherent in the way the
cars and rules operate. Let's
take stock of the lessons of
the first month of the season,
with regards to racing, qual-
ifying and safety. The way
the chassis rules have been
adapted to fit in with the

demands of the new engines
has changed the nature of
racing in F1. The need for
both front and rear wings to
open to increase the amount
of energy harvesting possi-
ble meant a replacement
was needed for the DRS
overtaking aid, which had
made passing easier since
2011. The result was modes
known as 'overtake' and

'boost'. 'Overtake' mode gives
a driver within a second of
the car in front the ability to
harvest 0.5 megajoules more
electrical energy per lap. In
combination with the 'boost',
which allows the driver to
override the car's pro-
grammed systems to have
maximum electrical energy
on demand, this has led to
what has been referred to as
"yo-yo racing". In the past,
once a car overtook another,
that tended to be that. This
year, battles have been going
on for several laps, with cars
passing and re-passing, as
the energy advantage
switches between the two
cars. Verstappen has derid-
ed this as "anti-driving",
bBut many of his colleagues
have said they quite enjoy it.
Hamilton said: "If you go
back to karting, it's the same
thing. People going back and
forth, back and forth - you
can never break away. "No-
one has ever referred to go-
karting as yo-yo racing.

The AM Green India Golf
Premier League (IGPL)
today announced the com-
plete squads for all ten of its
franchises in New Delhi.
The finalisation of the ten
squads marks a defining
moment in IGPL's journey
for professional golfers
from across the globe as
they join their respective
teams for the season. The
teams were announced at a
glittering function at The
Oberoi, New Delhi, by
cricket legend Yuvraj
Singh and the CEO of the
IGPL, Uttam Singh Mundy.
As Mundy highlighted the
need to promote golf to
boost both player develop-
ment and tourism in India,
Yuvraj hailed the team
component in a sport that
has traditionally been an
individual game. Amidst
the announcements, Shri
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union
Minister for Tourism,
Government of India,
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to the IGPL for
its landmark commitment

to mobilise US$2 billion in
investment towards the
development of world-class
golf tourism destinations
across India. 
The Minister described the
commitment as a water-
shed moment for Indian
sports tourism and a
resounding endorsement of
India's emergence as a
high-value global destina-
tion. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Union Minister
Shekhawat said: "The
Indian Golf Premier
League's pledge to bring
two billion dollars of
investment into golf
tourism infrastructure is

not merely a sporting ini-
tiative-it is a strategic con-
tribution to Brand India.
Nations like Mauritius,
Vietnam, and South Africa
have demonstrated how
golf can transform land-
scapes into internationally
coveted destinations,
attracting high-net-worth
visitors and year-round
tourism revenue. IGPL is
now positioning India to
lead that story in Asia.
"Prime Minister Modi's
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
demands that we build
infrastructure that attracts
global capital and creates
enduring employment." 

Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
all-rounder Abhishek
Sharma was handed a
demerit point and a 25 per
cent match-fee fine following
a sanction confirmed by the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
after their clash against
Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) on Thursday.
Abhishek soared back to
form in the match, scoring 48
runs off 21 balls, courtesy of
4 sixes and 4 fours. While his
performance in the match
enthralled fans, it was his
conduct that left the officials
disappointed. Though the
official IPL statement did not
specify the exact incident, it
noted that the opening batter
admitted to a Level 1 offence
under Article 2.3, which per-
tains to the use of audible
obscenities during a match.
In its official release, the IPL

stated: "Abhishek Sharma,
All-rounder, Sunrisers
Hyderabad, has been fined
25 per cent of his match fees
and has also accumulated
one demerit point for
breaching the IPL Code of
Conduct during his team's
match against Kolkata
Knight Riders at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata, on
Thursday. He admitted to

the Level 1 offence under
Article 2.3 and accepted the
Match Referee's sanction.
For Level 1 breaches of the
Code of Conduct, the Match
Referee's decision is final
and binding." The sanction
means Sharma will lose a
quarter of his match earn-
ings and now carries a
demerit point on his discipli-
nary record. Although Level

1 offences are the least
severe within the IPL's disci-
plinary framework, repeat-
ed infringements can lead to
stricter penalties, including
suspensions. How SRH
defeated KKR On the pitch,
Heinrich Klaasen struck a
fluent half-century as SRH
defeated KKR by 65 runs at
the iconic Eden Gardens.
After being sent in to bat,
Travis Head (46) and
Abhishek Sharma (48)
shared an explosive 82-run
opening stand off just 34
balls to set a strong platform.
Klaasen (52) and Nitish
Kumar Reddy (39) then pro-
vided a late surge, helping
SRH post a formidable total
of 226 for 8. In response, KKR
were bowled out for 161 in 16
overs, with Angkrish
Raghuvanshi top-scoring
with a 29-ball 52. 

Pakistan Super League
(PSL) 2026 has been mak-
ing headlines almost every
day for all the wrong rea-
sons. Within just a week of
its commencement, the
Pakistan-based T20 league
has witnessed several over-
seas stars opting out, along
with ball-tampering allega-
tions involving Fakhar
Zaman, Shaheen Afridi,
and Haris Rauf. Even the
playing conditions have
come under scrutiny, trig-
gering a meme fest across
social media platforms. On
Thursday, Karachi Kings
registered a five-wicket
win over Rawalpindi, but
the match still managed to
provide fresh meme mate-
rial for fans. Following the
victory, Karachi Kings bat-
ter Azam Khan, who was
named Player of the Match
for his blistering 74-run
knock off 34 balls, appeared
for the post-match interac-
tion with the host broad-
caster. However, the seg-
ment was abruptly inter-
rupted by rain, forcing the
presenter to rush off to

fetch umbrellas to prevent
the moment from being
spoiled. Former West
Indies all-rounder Carlos
Brathwaite, who was pres-
ent during the interaction,
held an umbrella over
Azam as he answered the
questions. The heartwarm-
ing and humorous moment
quickly went viral on
social media, sparking a
fresh wave of memes.
Meanwhile, during the
same match, another awk-
ward moment involving
Karachi Kings batter
David Warner caught fans'
attention. Warner was
among the standout per-
formers for Karachi, scor-
ing 50 runs off 46 balls and
laying the foundation for
the successful 198-run
chase. However, after the
match, Warner was caught
in an awkward conversa-
tion with some of his team-
mates, prompting Team
Director Haider Azhar to
step in and intervene. A fan
asked Haider on social
media what the incident
was about. 

Lucknow Super Giants on
Thursday released a clari-
fication video following
widespread speculation
over a chat between owner
Sanjiv Goenka, captain
Rishabh Pant, and coach
Justin Langer after their
loss to Delhi Capitals in the
IPL 2026. "Not everything
you see is the true story.
Here's the unfiltered post-
match vibes, when cam-
eras don't cut," LSG posted
on X. Earlier, videos had
emerged on social media
showing Goenka having a
conversation with Pant on
the field. Pant appeared
quite animated, and even
coach Langer got involved.
Social media users were
quick to draw comparisons
with the infamous interac-
tion between Goenka and

the franchise's former cap-
tain, KL Rahul, following
LSG's loss to Sunrisers
Hyderabad in 2024. In the
video posted by LSG,
Goenka and Pant can be
seen sharing a laugh dur-
ing the same meeting
whose earlier clip had gone
viral. The following is the
clarification video: While
some fans claimed that the

video shared by LSG was
shot at a later time, one fan
pointed out how that could-
n't be the case as a post-
match presentation was
being shown on the giant
screen inside the stadium
at the same time. It has to
be noted that social media
often highlights one side of
a story without looking
into the full context.

Sometimes, a moment can
be distorted into a mislead-
ing narrative, as demon-
strated by the recent Sanjiv
Goenka and Rishabh Pant
"row." Following Lucknow
Super Giants' loss to Delhi
Capitals in IPL 2026, a
brief, silent clip of Goenka
in an animated discussion
with Pant went viral,
prompting immediate
assumptions of a public
reprimand similar to the
infamous KL Rahul inci-
dent from 2024. However,
the franchise's subsequent
clarification video, cap-
tioned, "Not everything
you see is the true story"
revealed the broader reali-
ty of the interaction, show-
ing the pair sharing a
warm hug and a light-
hearted laugh.

France winger Louis
Bielle-Biarrey has won
the Player of the
Championship award
after his starring role in
the 2026 Men's Six
Nations. It is the second
year running the 22-year-
old has received the best
player accolade. He shone
in his country's title win -
including in the decisive
final game against
England, where he ran in
four tries to help seal
back-to-back titles for the
French. The Bordeaux
Begles man secured 44%
of fan votes to claim this
year's award, with a
record 151,525 supporters
having their say. Italy
centre Tommaso
Menoncello, Ireland cen-
tre Stuart McCloskey and

Scotland wing Kyle Steyn
were also on the shortlist.
Bielle-Biarrey set a record
for the number of tries
scored in a single Six
Nations last season, with
eight - and he went one
better in this year's cam-
paign, crossing the line
nine times. He is already
fifth in the rankings of all-
time leading try-scorers

in the championship. "I'm
just really happy, honest-
ly. It's yet another reward
for the team's hard work
throughout the tourna-
ment," Bielle-Biarrey
said. "We were able to
defend our title. Winning
the tournament two years
in a row is no small feat.
We're very happy to have
done it."

orussia Dortmund's
2025-26 Bundesliga cam-
paign is statistically
among their best ever,

but their hopes of major hon-
ours this season have been
derailed by a poor record
against top sides. Nine points
behind title-bound Bayern
Munich, second-placed
Dortmund have 61 points after
27 games. Only four times
have Dortmund had more
points at this stage of a season,
two of which were title-win-
ning campaigns. And while
Dortmund have lost just twice
in the Bundesliga all season --
both times to Bayern -- the 2024
Champions League finalists
have struggled against the bet-
ter sides. Against the top eight

teams in the Bundesliga table -
- the only sides with a realistic
shot at European qualification
-- Dortmund have just two
wins in nine matches. The vic-
tories came against
Hoffenheim and Bayer
Leverkusen, the latter of
whom knocked Dortmund out
of the German Cup just three
days later. A win at Stuttgart
on Saturday would help turn
the tide. Stuttgart are third,
eight points behind
Dortmund, and look on track
for a second top-four finish in
three seasons. The German
Cup holders have had the
wood over Dortmund since
Sebastian Hoeness took over
in April 2023, winning five and
drawing two of their seven

clashes. "I feel we'll do better
against Stuttgart than we've
done in the past few games,"
Dortmund coach Niko Kovac
said Thursday. "But this club
(Stuttgart) has developed sen-
sationally. "They're a serious
team who have grown well
together in recent years and
that's no coincidence. "That
means we'll really need to
stretch ourselves in the game
on Saturday." Bayern travel to
Freiburg on Saturday but may
do so without Harry Kane,
who missed England's friendly
loss to Japan at Wembley with
an ankle injury coach Thomas
Tuchel described as "minor".
Kane has a history of ankle
complaints and the league
leaders look set to rest the

England captain with
Tuesday's Champions League
quarter-final first leg at Real
Madrid on the horizon. One to
watch: Deniz Undav
(Stuttgart) Dortmund will
need to keep red-hot Stuttgart
striker Deniz Undav quiet.
Undav scored the winner in
Germany's 2-1 victory over
Ghana on Monday, continuing
his excellent form. In 38 games
in all competitions, the former
Brighton forward has 23 goals
and 13 assists. Speaking
Thursday -- hours after Undav
was named player of the
month for March -- Hoeness
praised the striker's central
role in Stuttgart's rise. "We've
moved in the right direction in
many areas. And we can't for-

Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) captain Ajinkya
Rahane attributed his side's
defeat against Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) to the lack
of crucial partnerships dur-
ing the middle overs while
chasing a challenging target
of 227 in the sixth match of
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 on Wednesday.
"Yeah, I thought we needed
a couple of big partnerships.
Guys who were set needed
to take it deep. We came
back really well with the
ball after they looked set for
a big total, but while chas-
ing, we couldn't build those
partnerships," Rahane said
after the match. Rahane
noted that despite a strong
start in the powerplay,
where KKR raced to 84 runs
in the first six overs, losing
an extra wicket and failing
to capitalise in the middle

overs proved costly. He also
pointed out that the pitch
conditions became slightly
tougher during the chase,
with slower balls gripping
more than expected. "The
slower balls were gripping
more than in the first
innings. We thought the
wicket would get better, but
the ball was stopping a bit.

Still, no excuses--we got a
good start but couldn't carry
it forward," he added. The
KKR skipper also praised
SRH bowlers for their exe-
cution, especially their use
of variations and angles
during the middle overs,
which applied pressure on
the batters. "I thought SRH
bowlers executed their
slower balls and angles real-
ly well. We just needed
those small partnerships. If
the batters maintain a posi-
tive mindset and aware-
ness, we'll be fine going for-
ward," Rahane said. Nitish
Kumar Reddy, who won the
Player of the Match for his
brilliant 39 runs and two
wickets, said, "I have been
waiting for a match-win-
ning performance for a long
time. I am trying to be posi-
tive. The last season didn't
go my way.

Borussia Dortmund Out To End Big-Game
Woes Against Ascendant Stuttgart

B
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'Rakasa' Team Celebrates Blockbuster Success
R

akasa' has opened 
to a strong and 
unanimous wave 
of positive 

response across theatres, 
with audiences embracing 
the film’s entertainment-
driven storytelling and 
humour. From early pre-
mieres to widespread theat-
rical screenings, the film 
has received encouraging 
reactions, with packed 
houses and consistent 
appreciation reflecting its 
growing connect. The team 
came together to celebrate 
this success, sharing their 
happiness over the recep-
tion the film has garnered 
from both audiences and 
media.Sharing his happi-
ness, *Sangeeth Sobhan 
said*, “Thank you very 
much, we are very happy.” 
We are receiving a very 
good response everywhere, 
and we’re especially happy 
that the media is also 
enjoying the film. I don’t 
know what else to say… 
thank you very much.” 
Reflecting further on the 
response, he added, “We 
first went to Vimal 
Theatre, and an elderly per-
son came and said, ‘You did 
a nice film man,’ and that 
gave me such happiness. 
The second half is working 
very well, especially the cli-
max, and our producer is 
also very happy.” 
Expressing her excitement, 
*Nayana Sarika said*, “I’m 
so happy guys, you can see 
it in my face.” It is my 
fourth hit and this film is 
really special, especially 
because of this team. I’m 

really happy, we gave the 
audience what we wanted 
to give. Since yesterday’s 
premiere, it took some time 
to process it - I even texted 
Sangeeth saying, can you 
believe that it is housefull 
everywhere? Even he was 
like, ‘Even I’m unable to 
take it.’”Speaking about the 
response, *producer 
Niharika Konidela said*, 
“Hello all, thank you so 
much. I’m unable to 
express my happiness in 
words. The audience reac-
tion in theatres has been so 
great; whatever we intend-
ed to show is working 
exactly as expected, and 
they are getting enter-
tained. Since the begin-
ning, I kept saying I wanted 
to make an entertaining 
film, and I’m just so happy 
that 'Rakasa' is being 
received the way we want-
ed it to be received. Thank 
you so much.”
Sharing her experience, 

*director Manasa Sharma 
said*, “Finally, I feel com-
fortable to talk… Thank 
you so much, guys.” I real-
ly want to thank the media 
because they took every 
piece of content we made to 
the audience in such a 
great way - thank you so 
much for that. I’m really 
grateful, because of you 
guys the film got a great 
lift, especially among fami-
ly audiences. This is my 
first theatrical release, and 
yesterday at the premieres, 
I was literally running 
between two screens just to 
watch the audience 
response. I was really 
happy… I felt so happy see-
ing the audience respond to 
the film exactly the way I 
intended it to.”
Highlighting the film’s 
reception, *Anudeep Dev 
said*, “Thank you so much 
for making 'Rakasa' such a 
blockbuster. Everything we 
planned has landed exactly 

the way we wanted it to, 
and we are really happy 
about it. Please watch the 
film with your family and 
friends - you guys will 
enjoy it a lot. Thank you.”
Adding to the celebratory 
mood, *Getup Srinu said*, 
“Thank you everyone, and 
I want to specially thank 
the media - from the begin-
ning of our promotions, 
you all have given us 
strong support and a big 
boost.” The film has opened 
to blockbuster talk, and I’m 
really happy that everyone 
is enjoying it, especially 
family audiences. Like we 
said, this is not a horror 
film, this is a Chandamama 
katha kind of film. Please 
watch it with your entire 
family - from kids to grand-
parents. Once again, thank 
you so much.”The film has 
also been generating strong 
buzz across social media 
platforms, with audiences 
describing it as a fun-filled, 

entertaining theatrical 
experience. Positive word-
of-mouth, especially 
around its humour, perfor-
mances and engaging sec-
ond half, has been driving 
conversations online, with 
viewers recommending it 
as a perfect watch with 
friends and family. The 
growing digital chatter and 
repeat audience engage-
ment further underline the 
film’s strong connect with 
viewers.Adding to this 
momentum, the film’s pro-
motional content has 
already registered impres-
sive traction, with the trail-
er crossing 4.2 million views 
and the songs gaining wide 
popularity among listeners. 
The overall response indi-
cates a strong recall factor, 
with audiences continuing 
to engage with the film’s 
content across platforms.
Headlined by Sangeeth 
Sobhan and Nayana Sarika, 
'Rakasa' features a support-
ing cast including Vennela 
Kishore, Brahmaji, 
Tanikella Bharani, Ashish 
Vidyarthi and Getup Srinu. 
Written and directed by 
Manasa Sharma, the film is 
produced by Niharika 
Konidela under Pink 
Elephant Pictures in collab-
oration with Zee Studios. 
With its entertainment-
driven approach, strong 
audience response and 
growing word-of-mouth, 
'Rakasa' continues to hold 
momentum in theatres fol-
lowing its release on April 
3, 2026, establishing itself 
as a crowd-favourite 
entertainer.

'RAKASA' REVIEW:
 A Familiar Fantasy with Flashes of Fun

F
ollowing the success of 
'Committee Kurrollu', pro-
ducer Niharika Konidela 
returns with 'Rakasa', a 

comedy-fantasy thriller directed by 
debutant Manasa Sharma, starring 
Sangeeth Sobhan and Nayan 
Sarika.The film follows Veeru 
(Sangeeth Sobhan), who returns 
from the USA only to find his child-
hood sweetheart marrying some-
one else. A drunken night at a 
haunted fort triggers a chain of 
events tied to a dark village mys-
tery.Sangeeth Sobhan delivers a 
strong performance with excellent 
comedic timing, while Getup Srinu 

and Vennela Kishore provide solid 
laughs. However, veterans like 
Brahmaji are underutilized. The 
production design and cinematog-
raphy are highlights, but Anudeep 
Dev's music falls short, with an 
overbearing background score.The 
film borrows heavily from tropes of 
films like 'Anji' (2004), making the 
mystery predictable. The climax, 
which gives the antagonist a forced 
"humane" backstory, feels dated.
Verdict: A routine fantasy ride that 
survives on Sangeeth Sobhan's 
shoulders. A passable entertainer 
for summer, but lacks the promised 
"monster" impact.

#SDT19 Promises Grand Scale 
Mythic Sci-Fi with Sai Durgha Tej

I
n a striking announce-
ment that has already 
begun to spark excite-
ment, #SDT19 brings 

together a powerful collab-
oration, hinting at a cine-
matic spectacle mounted 
on a grand scale.
Headlined by Mega 
Supreme Hero Sai Durgha 
Tej, the film marks a prom-
ising phase in his career. 
Known for exploring 
unique and rooted con-
cepts, the actor now steps 
into a world that promises 
secrets of the ages and 
power beyond imagination, 
as teased by the first post-
er.
At the helm are director 
duo Sujith & Sandeep, who 
made a notable impact 
with 'KA'. With #SDT19, 
the duo appear to be scal-
ing up their vision signifi-
cantly, venturing into a 
space that blends Mythic 
Sci-fi and high-octane sto-
rytelling. The announce-

ment poster reflects an 
ambitious cinematic world, 
suggesting a film that aims 
to deliver both visual gran-
deur and immersive narra-
tive depth.
Backing this grand venture 
is Sahu Garapati under the 
banner of Shine Screens, a 
production house that has 
consistently delivered suc-
cessful and impactful films. 
Riding on a streak of suc-
cessful projects, the banner 
continues its momentum 
by backing yet another 
ambitious concept.
The poster, featuring a lone 
warrior standing before a 
massive celestial forma-
tion, hints at a story that is 
both epic in scale and rich 
in imagination. With a 
strong creative vision, a 
powerhouse performer at 
the forefront, and a proven 
production house backing 
it, #SDT19 is shaping up to 
be a high-concept cinemat-
ic experience.

Aadi Sai Kumar's next film titled 'Saira Banu'

T
elugu star Aadi Sai 
Kumar's next film, which 
is being directed by Phani 
Krishna Siriki, has been 

titled 'Sairabanu', its makers 
announced on Friday. Well known 
producer Razesh Danda, fresh off 
the sensational success of 
'K-Ramp', is to bankroll the film 
under the Hasya Movies banner, 
with Krishnakanth Paruchuri as 
co-producer.

Bandhavi Sridhar has been 
roped in as the female lead oppo-
site Aadi Sai Kumar for this film.

Sources say that Aadi Sai 
Kumar, who scored the biggest 
blockbuster of his career with 
'Shambhala', is now steering 
towards concept-driven films with 
strong commercial appeal.

Titled fascinatingly 'Saira Banu', 
the film was unveiled through a 
visually delightful poster. The 
design radiates a vibrant, dreamy 
romantic tone. A gigantic heart-
shaped pink cloud, brushed in soft 
pastel textures, floats across the 
top. Beneath it lies the tagline 'A 
Fun Filled Journey of Love, Faith 
& Destiny.'

The bottom half paints a strik-
ing fantasy-infused visual- a 
water-drenched Charminar, a 
peaceful Vizag beach road, and 
Rajahmundry Godavari bridge, all 
set in a surreal, storybook-like 
landscape. The clear, serene sky 
and gently scattered clouds add to 
the whimsical, imaginative world 
the film seems to promise.

Hasya Movies took to its social 
media timelines to announce the 
title of the film. Sharing the title 
poster, it wrote, "A formal begin-
ning... to a love story that breaks 

every boundary. #SairaBanu 
Pooja Ceremony commenced 
today. Clap by @Kiran_
Abbavaram. Camera switched on 
by @RamAbbaraju. @saikumarac-
tor garu Script handover by @
konavenkat99 @JainsNani. First 
shot direction @filmsyogi. Shoot 
begins soon."

Sources claim that Phani 
Krishna Siriki has crafted a 
unique Hindu–Muslim love story 
laced with humour, with the nar-
rative unfolding in Rajahmundry 
and Hyderabad. The project was 
launched on Friday with an auspi-
cious pooja ceremony.

Backed by a strong technical 

team, the film aims to be a rich 
visual and emotional experience. 
The film is to have cinematogra-
phy by Raam Reddy and music by 
Shekar Chandra. Chota K Prasad 
is to handle the editing of this film 
while Brahma Kadali will serve as 
the production designer.

Ram Charan drops big update on 'Peddi'; says talkie portions of film done!

A
ctor Ram Charan, who plays the 
lead in director Buchi Babu Sana's 
eagerly awaited rural action 
drama 'Peddi', has now dropped a 

big update on the film's status, much to the 
delight of fans and film buffs. The actor has 
now disclosed that the talkie portions of the 
film have been completed and that there is 
just one song left to be shot in the film. Ram 
Charan made this disclosure, while speak-
ing to the team of 'Rakasa', which had visit-
ed him on the sets of 'Peddi'.

It may be recalled that the makers of the 
film had only recently released a glimpse 
video titled 'Peddi Pehelwan Glimpse' from 
the film to mark the birthday of actor Ram 
Charan. The glimpse video that was released 
on Friday showcased another completely 
different facet of the actor in the film, much 
to the delight of fans and film buffs. While a 

clip from the film that was released some 
months ago had showcased Ram Charan's 
skills with a cricket bat, leading many to 
believe that he could be playing a cricketer 
in the film, the glimpse video released on 
Friday had showed Ram Charan as a menac-
ing wrestler as well. The glimpse video 
begins with a voiceover that says, "Kusthi 
(wrestling) is not a sport where you carry a 
bat and face an oncoming ball. This is a 
sport where you pledge your life and stand 
against death. Now tell me, are you going to 
get into the ring or are you opting out?"

The glimpse video then, among other 
things, shows Ram Charan practising with 
a mace. The actor sports a well toned body 
and the glimpse video makes it evident 
that the actor has put his heart and soul 
into the role. The glimpse video ends with 
Ram Charan responding to the question 

asked to him earlier. He says, "The game is 
my pride."'Peddi', which has triggered huge 
excitement among fans and film buffs, has 
been in the limelight right from the time it 
was first announced. Recently, the film 
was in the news when Indian cricketer 
Tilak Varma, who was part of the T20 
World Cup winning Indian cricket team, 
paid a visit to its sets. The film brings 
together a strong cast with Janhvi Kapoor 
playing the leading lady. Senior actors 
Shiva Rajkumar, Jagapathi Babu, 
Divyenndu, and Boman Irani will all be 
seen playing important parts in this film. 
On the technical side, the movie is backed 
by some of the best in the industry. R 
Rathnavelu is handling the camera work, 
Navin Nooli is in charge of editing, and 
Avinash Kolla has designed the film’s mas-
sive and detailed sets.
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