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India rejects Canada 
report alleging 
foreign interference 
claims
New Delhi, May 7: The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) on Thursday 
firmly dismissed recent allegations 
made by the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS), which 
suggested India’s involvement in 
foreign interference activities in 
Canada, calling the claims “baseless 
imputations.”Addressing the weekly 
media briefing, MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal reiterated that India 
categorically rejects such assertions 
and maintains a consistent position 
on the matter.He stated that India is 
a democratic nation committed to 
international norms and respects 
the sovereignty of all countries. He 
further emphasized that it is not 
India’s policy to interfere in the 
internal affairs of other nations, 
adding that concerns of this nature 
should be addressed through estab-
lished diplomatic and institutional 
channels rather than through public 
commentary or politicised narra-
tives. But the conditions.

TVK hits 120 seats; Vijay submits support 
letters, swearing-in today at 11 am

►Vijay meets Governor 
Arlekar for 3rd time in 
three days, stakes claim to 
form govt; swearing-in as 
Chief Minister to be held 
today at 11 am

►The IUML had also 
extended support to the 
TVK with its two seats, 
says Thanthi TV 

Chennai (TSIT)

TVK chief Vijay, buoyed by 
the support from the Left par-
ties, on Friday called on 
Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar at the 
Lok Bhavan in Chennai in 
connection with securing an 
invite from him to form the 
government. Vijay, who has 
already staked a claim to 
form the government, appears 
to have had a brief meeting 
with the Governor, sources 
said.Hours after the Left par-
ties pledged unconditional 
support, Vijay reached the 
office of the governor in 
Guindy and TVK supporters 
expect that Arlekar would 
extend an invitation to form 
the government.

Vijay-led Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam, with 108 seats but 
10 short of a majority initial-
ly, had earlier reached out to 
CPI, CPI (M) and the VCK-- all 
DMK allies, seeking their sup-
port to form a government 
after winning its maiden 
Assembly election in Tamil 
Nadu, which was held on 
April 23. All three have two 
MLAs each in the 234-mem-
ber House.The CPI and CPI 

(M) have extended support to 
Vijay, while VCK will announce 
its decision on Saturday.

Vijay later visited the CPI 
state headquarters to thank the 
leaders for their support. In the 
April polls, TVK won 108 seats 
and emerged as the single larg-
est party. TVK founder Vijay 
will have to resign from one of 
the two constituencies he has 
won, as per EC norms. The 
Congress party has extended 
the support of its five MLAs to 
Vijay.As per the calculations, 
the strength of TVK and its sup-
porting MLAs now stands at 
116, including the requirement 
of Vijay resigning from one of 
the two seats he contested from-
- Perambur in Chennai and 
Tiruchirappalli East

Earlier in the day, in a major 
boost to its efforts to form a gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu, Vijay-
led TVK received the support of 
the two Left parties on Friday, 
bringing it closer to the magic 
number of 118 legislators 
required for a simple majority.

The Left parties, both part of 
the DMK-led alliance in Tamil 
Nadu, said that the decision was 

taken in order to prevent the 
BJP's "backdoor entry" into the 
state. They will remain with the 
DMK vis-à-vis state rights. The 
Communist parties announced 
that they will not be a part of the 
TVK cabinet.While the CPI ini-
tially informed the Tamil Nadu 
Governor of their decision to 
support TVK, CPI (M) followed 
suit shortly, bringing Vijay clos-
er to the simple majority mark. 
Both parties addressed letters to 
the governor informing him of 
their support for the TVK.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference, CPI(M) State Secretary 
P Shanmugam and CPI State 
Secretary M Veerapandian 
declared unconditional support 
for the TVK. Shanmugam said 
the decision to support TVK was 
to prevent the BJP's "backdoor 
entry" into Tamil Nadu. It was to 
prevent its bid to rule the state 
through the Governor, though it 
has lost polls."If no government 
is formed within 10 days, it may 
lead to imposition of governor's 
rule. As regards protection of the 
state's rights, the Left parties 
will continue to align with the 
DMK," Shanmugam said.

CM Revanth flags off Haj pilgrims, 
announces minority welfare initiatives
Hyderabad TSIT Bureau: 

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Friday reaffirmed the 
Telangana Government’s com-
mitment to minority welfare, 
skill development and inclu-
sive growth while flagging off 
buses carrying Haj pilgrims in 
Hyderabad.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Chief Minister said minori-
ties were being given priority 
in welfare schemes, education 
and employment opportunities. 
Recalling last year’s Haj bus 
accident in which 44 pilgrims 
from Telangana lost their lives, 
he said the State Government 
had provided Rs.5 lakh com-
pensation to each affected fam-
ily.

Revanth Reddy said the 
government was providing 
scholarships for minority stu-
dents pursuing higher and 
overseas education and 

upgrading ITIs into Advanced 
Technology Centres (ATCs) to 
prepare youth for global 
employment opportunities, 
especially in countries like 
Germany and Japan.

The Chief Minister also 
announced free retrofitting of 
autos operating within 
Hyderabad’s Outer Ring Road 
limits into electric vehicles to 
reduce fuel expenses and 
improve the livelihoods of auto 
drivers.Later, during a review 

meeting on Minority Welfare at 
the Secretariat, he directed offi-
cials to establish special degree 
colleges for minority students 
with a focus on skill develop-
ment and Artificial Intelligence 
training. He also instructed 
officials to ensure timely pay-
ment of honorariums to Imams 
and Mouzams and proposed 
developing cultural and reli-
gious structures under the 
Musi Riverfront project to 
reflect Telangana’s “Ganga-

Kavitha warns 
congress over 

Palamuru-
Rangareddy 

project
Hyderabad TSIT: 

K. Kavitha on Friday criticised 
both the Congress government 

and the previous BRS regime 
over delays in the Palamuru-

Rangareddy Lift Irrigation 
Project, alleging that 

Telangana was still facing 
injustice in Krishna river 

water allocation.
Addressing the Palamuru-

Rangareddy Project Sadhana 
Sabha at Chowdarigudem near 

Shadnagar, Kavitha said 
despite spending nearly 

Rs.33,000 crore on the project, 
water had not reached even 33 

acres. She accused the previ-
ous BRS government of 

changing the project source 
point from Jurala to 

Srisailam, leading to disputes 
with Andhra Pradesh and 
incomplete canal systems.

Targeting Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, she alleged 

that the Congress government 
had failed to take up basic 

works despite winning 12 seats 
in Palamuru. Kavitha warned 

that Telangana Rakshana Sena 
would launch a padayatra if 

works at Lakshmidevipalli 
were not started by Dasara 

and demanded national status 
for the project.

Former Mamata aide Suvendu Adhikari to be 
Bengal CM, elected BJP legislature party leader

New Delhi (TSIT)

Suvendu Adhikari, once a 
close aide of Trinamool 
Congress chief Mamata 
Banerjee, is set to take her 
place in the West Bengal 
Chief Minister Office.

Adhikari was today 
elected leader of the BJP 
legislature party in Kolkata 
in the presence of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
who was party’s central 
observer for the task. Shah 
promised Sonar Bangla 
after Adhikari was elected 
and said Bengal had placed 

tremendous responsibility 
on the shoulders of the 
BJP, which must not falter.

Adhikari will take oath as 
CM at a ceremony to be held 
at Brigade Parade Ground 
tomorrow. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and all top 
BJP and NDA leaders will 

attend the oath-taking of the 
first-ever BJP government 
in West Bengal.

Adhikari sealed his claim 
on the top job after defeating 
Mamata twice — from 
Nandigram in 2021 and 
again Bhabanipur this time.
Speaking today in Kolkata, 
Shah said, “On behalf of the 
party, I also want to say that 
the expectations the people 
of Bengal have placed on us, 
and the mandate they have 
given with hope and trust, 
we will make every effort to 
ensure that their faith is not 
broken in any way. 

New Delhi (TSIT)

The Congress on 
Thursday renewed its 
demand for greater 
accountability and stra-
tegic review over the 
events surrounding 
Operation Sindoor, with 
senior leader Jairam 
Ramesh asserting that 
several key questions 
linked to the military 
operation and its diplo-
matic aftermath remain 
unresolved even a year 
after its launch.

In a detailed state-

ment issued on the first 
anniversary of the opera-
tion, Ramesh said the 
nation must salute the 
courage and achieve-
ments of India’s armed 
forces while also examin-
ing developments that 
followed the conflict. “As 
we celebrate the first 
anniversary of the 

launch of Operation 
Sindoor and salute the 
achievements of our 
armed forces, it would be 
useful to recall” a num-
ber of subsequent events, 
he said. The Congress 
leader raised concerns 
over the circumstances 
in which the ceasefire 
was announced, noting 
that the “first announce-
ment of the cease fire 
that halted Operation 
Sindoor unexpectedly” 
came on May 10, 2025, 
from US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio.

Congress demands Kargil-style review as 
questions persist over Operation Sindoor

Vijayawada (TSIT): 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu has announced that a 
dedicated platform similar to 
Praja Darbar will soon be 
introduced to strengthen the 
Public Grievance Redressal 
System (PGRS).

He directed the officials to 
ensure that public grievances 
were resolved immediately 
with accountability and com-
passion to win the confidence 
of the people. Public repre-
sentatives and officials must 
jointly work towards resolv-
ing grievances. Drawing 
inspiration from Singapore’s 
grievance redressal model, 
he emphasized the need for 
faster and more localised 
problem-solving, including at 
the mandal level.

Speaking on the second day 
of the seventh District 
Collectors’ conference at 
Secretariat on Friday, the 
Chief Minister reviewed key 
areas, including file clear-

ance systems, public griev-
ance redressal, data integra-
tion, AWARE, and WhatsApp 
Governance.

He expressed concern over 
the delay in redressal of pub-
lic grievances and warned 
the officials against negli-
gence in grievance redressal. 
The Chief Minister appreci-
ated the significant improve-
ment in e-file clearance time-
lines across the state, noting 
that average clearance time 
has reduced from nearly 10 
days to about 2 days over the 
last three months.

Naidu congratulated 
Ministers, Chief Secretary 
Sai Prasad, Collectors, SPs, 
and Secretaries for acceler-
ating administrative pro-
cesses, with some files being 
disposed of within hours 
despite heavy workloads, 
and directed them to further 
increase the speed of file dis-
posal and move towards a 
near-complete digital gover-
nance system with minimal 
manual files.

The Chief Minister 
declared that every Friday 
would be observed as “Field 
Grievance Day,” during 
which officials would direct-
ly visit constituencies to 
receive and resolve com-
plaints. He directed 
Collectors to visit each con-
stituency four times every 
month and treat grievance 
redressal as a goodwill mis-
sion to strengthen citizen 
confidence in government.

The Chief Minister noted 
that nearly 90 percent of 
government services are 
already available through 
WhatsApp Governance 
platforms and directed offi-
cials to ensure all services 
are integrated by December. 
He also emphasized the 
need to improve disaster 
warning systems, regulate 
illegal constructions in 
urban areas, and strength-
en data-driven governance 
through integrated dash-
boards and real-time moni-
toring systems.

CM Naidu announces Praja 
Darbar-style grievance platform

Kodangal to emerge as education, 
industrial hub: CM Revanth

Hyderabad 
TSIT Bureau: 

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Friday said 
Kodangal would soon emerge 
as a major hub for education 
and industries in Telangana, 
adding that the State govern-
ment was committed to trans-
forming the constituency into 
a model region for the entire 
country.Addressing a massive 
public meeting after laying 
foundation stones for the 
development of the Sri 
Venkateswara Swamy Temple 
and several infrastructure 
projects, the Chief Minister 
said he was working nearly 18 
hours a day for the develop-
ment of Telangana and the 
welfare of its people.
Revanth Reddy stated that 
Telangana was progressing 
with the support of all sections 
of society and that the govern-
ment aimed to make the State 

one of the top performers in 
development and welfare.
Highlighting the rapid trans-
formation taking place in 
Kodangal, he announced that 
major educational institu-
tions, including a Medical 
College, Engineering College, 
Advanced Technology Centre 
(ATC), Nursing College, 
Polytechnic College and 
Sainik School, were being 
established in the constituen-
cy. He said the educational 
infrastructure would be com-
pleted within one-and-a-half 
years, attracting students 

from across Telangana.
The Chief Minister also 
announced the establishment 
of a massive industrial park 
across 2,300 acres at 
Lagacharla, where several 
leading national industries 
are expected to set up units. 
He added that improved road 
connectivity between 
Hyderabad Airport and 
Kodangal was also being 
planned.
Revanth Reddy informed that 
nearly 90 per cent of the 
Vikarabad railway line works 
had been completed and that a 
cement factory would begin 
operations within six months, 
creating employment opportu-
nities for local youth.
On irrigation, the Chief 
Minister directed officials to 
complete the Narayanpet-
Kodangal Lift Irrigation 
Scheme within 18 months to 
bring Krishna river water to 
the region. 
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The grand opening of Vayyaarie Sarees at Nizampet in 
Hyderabad received a tremendous response from cus-
tomers, fashion enthusiasts, and saree lovers. The 
launch event turned into a vibrant celebration of fash-
ion, elegance, and tradition, witnessing heavy footfall 
during the inaugural days.
Popular television personality Suma Kanakala inaugu-
rated the showroom, adding glamour and excitement to 
the occasion. Customers welcomed the brand’s concept 
of offering stylish and premium-quality sarees at afford-
able prices.The showroom was launched by entrepre-
neurs Manideep Yechuri and Spandana Maddula follow-
ing the success of their premium venture Vaarahi Silks 
and Silver Jewellery. The founders said their vision is to 
make elegant sarees accessible to women while main-
taining quality, design, and affordability.
The inaugural offers, including a special Rs.1 saree offer, 
received an overwhelming response from shoppers. The 
showroom features a curated collection blending tradi-
tional craftsmanship with contemporary trends, cater-
ing to everyday wear, festive collections, and special 
occasions.Speaking on the success of the launch, the 
founders thanked customers for their support and 
announced plans to expand Vayyaarie Sarees with more 
than 25 stores across South India in the coming years.
The successful launch marks the beginning of a new 
journey in affordable ethnic fashion and saree retail in 
Hyderabad.

Suma Kanakala inaugurates Vayyaarie 
Sarees showroom in Nizampet

Chandanagar,8th May, 2026: A young 
woman suffering from severe abdominal 
pain and rapidly increasing stomach swell-
ing was successfully treated at Medicover 
Hospitals after doctors discovered and 
removed a massive football-sized ovarian 
tumor measuring more than 20 cm.

 T. Sandhya 35 years from Bodapatla Village, 
Douthabada, Sangareddy Dist had been strug-
gling with severe intermittent abdominal pain, 
abdominal heaviness, and progressive swelling 
for nearly two weeks. Initially believing it to be 
a minor gastric or stomach-related issue, she 
underwent treatment at a nearby hospital, but 
her condition continued to worsen. As the 
swelling increased abnormally and the pain 
became unbearable, she consulted Dr G Bhavya 
- Senior Obstetrician & Gynecologist 
Laproscopic & Fertility Specialist at Medicover 
Hospitals, Chandanagar.

On clinical examination, doctors were 
shocked to find a huge cystic mass occupying 
almost the entire abdomen, making the abdo-
men appear similar to that of a 30-week preg-
nancy. Further investigations including 
Ultrasound and CECT Abdomen & Pelvis 
revealed a giant multiloculated ovarian cyst 
arising from the right ovary, measuring approx-
imately 14.1 x 20.3 x 19.5 cm — nearly the size of 

a football.Doctors explained that ovarian 
tumors of this size are extremely rare and can 
become life-threatening if not treated immedi-
ately. Such tumors carry the risk of sudden 
rupture, ovarian torsion, severe internal bleed-
ing, compression of surrounding organs, 
breathing difficulty, and in some cases may 
even hide underlying cancer.Tumor marker 
tests including CEA and CA-125 were performed 
and were found to be within normal limits, sug-
gesting that the tumor was likely benign. 
However, considering the massive size and 
complexity of the tumor, a multidisciplinary 
team involving gynecology, surgical oncology, 
cardiology, and anesthesia specialists was 
assembled to carefully plan the surgery.

After detailed counseling regarding the risks 
and possible complications, the patient and her 
family agreed to proceed with open surgery. 
The surgery was successfully performed under 
the leadership of Dr G Bhavya along with Dr 
Raghu Rami Reddy S - Surgical Oncologist and 
the multidisciplinary surgical team.During the 
complex procedure, doctors identified a giant 
ovarian cyst with extensive vascularity and a 
long pedicle attached to the ovary and fallopian 
tube. The tumor was carefully removed intact 
without rupture and immediately sent for fro-
zen section biopsy.

Severe stomach pain reveals football-sized ovari-
an tumor; Medicover doctors save young woman

Hyderabad, May 8, 2026 — 
Citizen Watches India proud-
ly announced the inaugura-
tion of its exclusive flagship 
shop at L-37, Lakeshore Mall, 
Kukatpally, Hyderabad. The 
store was inaugurated by 
renowned Indian badminton 
champion Kidambi Srikanth, 
in the presence of Mr. Kawato 
Ryota, Managing Director of 
Citizen Watches India 
Private Limited, and Mr. 
Venugopal Totla, Managing 
Director of valued business 
partner Kamal Watch 
Company Private Limited. 

The launch marked a sig-
nificant milestone for the 
brand, coinciding with the 
50th anniversary of Citizen’s 
pioneering Eco-Drive tech-
nology and the introduction 
of the legacy watch brand 
Bulova at the store, further 
strengthening Citizen’s pre-
mium retail presence in 
India. Adding to this mile-
stone, Citizen is introducing 
the Eco-Drive 50th 
Anniversary Limited Model 
– Eco-Drive PHOTON, a com-
memorative timepiece 
inspired by the science of 
light. 

Powered by the new Cal. 

E036 movement, the watch 
offers an exceptional 365-day 
power reserve on a single full 
charge. Featuring an intri-
cate multi-layered dial with 
slit detailing and a structural 
colour film, the design cre-
ates dynamic light reflection, 
embodying the essence of 
Eco-Drive technology. 
Crafted in a lightweight and 
scratchresistant Super 
Titanium™  case and brace-
let, the limited-edition model 
reflects Citizen’s legacy of 
innovation and refined 
craftsmanship. The newly 
unveiled flagship shop, devel-
oped in partnership with 
Kamal Watch Company, 
offers an immersive and ele-
vated retail experience, 

showcasing Citizen’s global 
legacy of innovation, preci-
sion, and craftsmanship.

 Customers can explore an 
extensive range of collections, 
including the iconic Eco-
Drive series, sophisticated 
automatic timepieces, and 
contemporary designs, as well 
as a curated selection from the 
brand Bulova. The inaugura-
tion event witnessed an 
enthusiastic response from 
customers, partners, watch 
collectors, and media, making 
it a memorable occasion. The 
presence of Mr. Kidambi 
Srikanth added to the signifi-
cance of the celebration, with 
a brief acknowledgement of 
his recent participation in the 
Thomas Cup 2026.

Citizen Watches India Unveils CITIZEN 
Flagship Shop in Hyderabad

Apollo Hospitals Opens Sports Injuries 
Centre in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, May 8: 
Apollo Hospitals has 
launched a Centre of 
Excellence for Sports 
Injuries & Orthopaedics at 
its Financial District facil-
ity in Hyderabad, aiming 
to provide advanced treat-
ment and rehabilitation 
services for athletes and 
fitness enthusiasts.

The newly inaugurated 
centre offers comprehen-
sive care for sports-related 
injuries with advanced 
diagnostic, surgical and 
rehabilitation facilities 
under one roof. The launch 
event was attended by KEI 
Group founder Anil 
Kamineni and Telangana 
Special Chief Secretary 
(Sports) Jayesh Ranjan.

Members of IPL fran-
chise, including 
Australian captain Pat 
Cummins, Praful Hinge 

and Sakib Hussain, visited 
the facility and reviewed 
its treatment infrastruc-
ture and recovery pro-
grammes.Dr Deepthi 
Nandan Reddy, head of 
orthopaedics at Apollo 
Hospitals Financial 
District, said sports inju-
ries require accurate diag-
nosis and timely treatment 
to avoid long-term compli-
cations. He said the centre 
is equipped to handle liga-
ment injuries and complex 
joint conditions using 
advanced surgical proce-
dures and evidence-based 
rehabilitation methods.

Apollo Hospitals Telugu 
States CEO Tejesvi Rao 
Veerepalli said the centre 
was launched in response 
to the growing demand for 
specialised sports injury 
treatment amid increasing 
participation in sports and 

fitness activities.
Harkaran Singh, chief 

operating officer of Apollo 
Hospitals Financial 
District, said the facility 
brings together orthopae-
dic specialists, sports med-
icine experts and physio-
therapists to ensure faster 
recovery and personalised 
care for patients.

The medical team at the 
centre includes senior con-
sultant orthopaedic sur-
geon Dr Raviteja 
Rudraraju and senior con-
sultant physiotherapist Dr 
Raminder Kaur.

Hospital officials said 
the initiative is expected to 
strengthen specialised 
sports medicine and ortho-
paedic care in the region 
with focused rehabilita-
tion programmes and fast-
er recovery pathways for 
patients.

Intel flags ISI bid to exploit West Bengal’s 
political volatility through fake narratives
New Delhi, May 8 : 

Indian intelligence agen-
cies have flagged attempts 
by Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) 
to exploit the prevailing 
political volatility in West 
Bengal by running coordi-
nated disinformation cam-
paigns, officials said.

The alert comes amid 
heightened tensions in the 
state following the killing 
of Chandranath Rath, a 
close aide of BJP leader 
Suvendu Adhikari. The 
situation remains sensi-
tive in the aftermath of a 
bitterly contested 
Assembly election 
between the BJP and the 
Trinamool Congress, 
which the BJP won deci-
sively.Intelligence agen-
cies continue to monitor 
the situation closely. The 
chatter they picked up sug-
gests that ISI-backed ele-
ments within the state and 
across the border would 
seek to exploit the situa-
tion. These elements 

thrive in such situations 
and seek to add fire so that 
the entire state remains 
volatile.

An Intelligence Bureau 
official said that West 
Bengal and the northeastern 
states have always been on 
the ISI playbook. While ille-
gal immigration is one 
weapon that the ISI uses to 
create demographic chang-
es and incite communal dis-
harmony, it has also got a 
brigade that seeks to take 
advantage of a politically 
volatile situation.The offi-
cial added that while some 
of the incidents of violence 

are politically motivated, 
many are fuelled by exter-
nal elements. The ISI is 
looking to run a disinforma-
tion campaign in West 
Bengal so that the state 
remains on the boil. 
Political violence that even 
includes bomb hurling is 
nothing new in West Bengal. 
This is something that the 
ISI-backed elements would 
look to cash in on.Another 
official said that the disin-
formation campaign would 
largely focus on fake news 
relating to the decisions 
that the new government 
would take.

Google explores AI infrastructure, server and drone 
manufacturing investments In India: Ashwini 

New Delhi, May 8 : Alphabet-
owned Google is exploring fresh 
investments in India focused on 
artificial intelligence (AI) infra-
structure and the local manufac-
turing of servers and drones, 
Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said on Friday.

Sharing details of his meeting 
with Google executives on social 
media platform X, Vaishnaw said 
the company is evaluating oppor-
tunities across AI infrastructure 
development as well as electronics 
manufacturing in India.

“Google is exploring invest-
ments in India across AI infra-
structure and the manufacturing 
of servers and drones,” he said.

The development comes amid 
increasing global investments in 
AI capabilities and data centre 
expansion.

The minister’s remarks also 
come shortly after Google CEO 
Sundar Pichai announced that the 
company would raise its total capi-
tal expenditure to $185 billion this 
year, largely driven by aggressive 

investments in AI infrastructure.
Speaking at the Google Cloud 

Next 2026 summit last month, 
Pichai said more than half of 
Google’s machine learning com-
puting resources would now be 
allocated to its cloud business.

Google has already unveiled a 
massive $15 billion investment 

plan in Andhra Pradesh to build 
what it described as a ‘gigawatt-
scale AI ecosystem’ in 
Visakhapatnam.

As part of the initiative, the 
company in April began work on 
its India AI Hub project in partner-
ship with AdaniConneX and 
Nxtra by Airtel.

Google had termed the project 
its “largest investment in India’s 
digital future to date.” The initia-
tive includes India’s first gigawatt-
scale AI hub spread across three 
data centre campuses and will also 
feature a 1 GW hyperscale AI data 
centre. The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has allocated nearly 600 
acres of land in Turluvada, 
Rambilli and Adavivaram for the 
ambitious AI infrastructure proj-
ect. Speaking at the groundbreak-
ing ceremony on April 28, 
Vaishnaw had said India is well 
positioned to become a trusted 
global partner in electronics man-
ufacturing and supply chains, sup-
ported by strong policy initiatives 
and expanding technological capa-
bilities. The minister also urged 
global technology companies, 
including Google, to scale up local 
production of servers, graphics 
processing units (GPUs) and semi-
conductor chips in India, under-
lining the government’s push to 
strengthen domestic electronics 
manufacturing.

TWO BAGS 
CONTAINING CASH 
THROWN FROM NINTH 
FLOOR OF MOHALI FLAT 
IN ED RAID

Chandigarh, May 7 : The 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Thursday carried 
out raids at a flat near 
Kharar in Punjab's 
Mohali district where two 
bags allegedly containing 
cash were reportedly 
thrown from a ninth floor 
of the house during the 
operation, officials said. 
The ED officials added 
that the raid was carried 
out in the flat of an IT pro-
fessional, Nitin Gohal, in 
Western Towers and dur-
ing the search operation 
two bags allegedly con-
taining cash bundles were 
thrown within the build-
ing premises. He is con-
sidered close to an aide of 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann. 
Morning walkers report-
edly found currency notes 
scattered around the com-
plex and notified the 
authorities. ED officials 
later confiscated the bags 
and continued with the 
search operation. They 
said 12 locations in 
Mohali and Chandigarh 
were raided, including 
premises of builders and 
housing projects as well 
as that of Gohal.

Wanaparthy(TSIT):Thudi 
Megha Reddy asked the local 
legislators to take advantage of 
the integrated market complex 
designed with all the facilities.
State Sports Authority 
Chairman Kottakapu Shivsena 
Reddy, District Collector 
Adarsh   Surabhi, Market 
Committee Chairman Srinivas 
Goud, Municipal Chairman 
Madhavi inaugurated the reg-
istration assurance office on 

the first floor of the newly built 
integrated market complex 
with all facilities in the old 
market yard area of   
Wanaparthy  town on Friday.  
On this occasion, the legisla-
tors said that although it has 
been almost a year since the 
completion of the integrated 
market complex, the business-
men have not come forward to 
take the shops due to the high 
rent of the shops. 

TRADERS AND CONSUMERS SHOULD TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE MARKET COMPLEX: 

WANAPARTHY  MLA THUDI MEGHA REDDY

WE BUY EVERY LAST GRAIN OF GRAIN: 
MLA MEGHA REDDY

Wanaparthy(TSIT):Wanaparthy  MLA.Thudi Megha Reddy  said 
that there is no need for the farmers to get impatient as they will buy 
the crop till the last grain. On Friday, he inaugurated the rice grain 
purchase center set up under the auspices of FPO (Farmer Producers 
Association) in Veerayapalli village of Peddamandadi Mandal. On 

this occasion, the MLA said 
that with the intention of 
encouraging women's associa-
tion, PACS, Mepma, and FPOs 
as well, the MLA stated that a 
rice grain purchase center has 
been set up in Veerayapally 
under their auspices. 

BRS TO LAUNCH 
PADAYATRA ON FARMERS’ 
ISSUES: SRINIVAS GOUD

Mahbubnagar, May 8 : Former minister Srinivas 
Goud spoke to the farmers who were waiting for the 
sale of paddy at the Ramreddy Goodem mill in 
Mahbubnagar mandal with bags of grain in their 
vehicles. He announced that a padayatra will be 
organized soon to reassure the farmers. Meeting 
with key party leadersHe said that the complete 
plan will be released soon. He said that every farmer 
will be brought together through the padayatra to 
explain the frauds done by the Congress govern-
ment to the farmers. They demanded that the farm-
ers should be given affordable price, timely supply 
of urea and quality electricity, release of the farm-
er's bond, the government should buy the harvested 
crop and give support price. In case of farmer's 
death, farmer's insurance should be implemented, 
Palamuru-Ranga ReddyHe wanted to complete the 
project.It is stated that the government has the 
responsibility to buy every grain grown by the 
farmer. He warned that he will fight with the people 
against the government that does not care about 

farmers' problems.  He criticized that the government 
is trying to buy sarpanchs, corporators and other 
leaders with money, leaving public problems behind. 
Farmers should not get discouraged and fight till they 
make purchases with the governmentSrinivas Goud 
said that they will continue. He said that immediately 
after the announcement of the BRS Warangal Sabha, 
the government started procurement of crops under 
the old system. It was explained that due to the ill-
conceived decisions of the government, the millers 
are taking high rates from the farmers and the farm-
ers are saying that they are taking two to three kilos 
of rates.

BJP LEADERS DEMAND 
ACTION AGAINST 
KAUSHIK REDDY

The South India Times 
Husnabad may 08  BJP leaders 
staged a protest at 
Akkannapeta mandal head-
quarters in Husnabad on 
Thursday, condemning the 
alleged remarks made by Padi 
Kaushik Reddy against Union 
Minister of State for Home 
Affairs and Karimnagar MP 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar.The pro-
test programme was organ-
ised under the leadership of 
Mandal President Ramancha 
Mahender Reddy, where BJP 
leaders burnt an effigy as a 
mark of protest. 
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Karnataka

Bengaluru : Declaring a 
war against water mis-
use, illegal connections, 
and chronic defaulters, 
the Bangalore Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Board (BWSSB) has con-
tinued its rigorous city-
wide inspections through 
its special operations 
squad, the 'Blue Force'. 
Over the last five months, 
a staggering 54,625 build-
ings have been inspected, 
and 11,217 illegal connec-
tions violating the rules 
have been ruthlessly dis-
connected. This signifi-
cant operation has result-
ed in the saving of 1,000 
Million Liters of drinking 
water and has brought in 
an additional revenue of 
Rs. 55 Crore to the Board, 
including prorata charg-
es and the value of the 
saved water.

Key Highlights of the 
O p e r a t i o n : M a s s i v e 
Inspection Drive: A total 
of 54,625 buildings have 
been physically inspected 
across all four zones 
(North, East, West, and 
South) of the city.
Disconnections: A total 
of 11,217 connections 
have been disconnected. 

This includes 9,751 
drinking water connec-
tions and 1,466 sewerage 
connections.

Highest Disconnections in 
East Zone: The East Zone leads 
in cases of illegal connections 
and pending dues, with a maxi-
mum of 3,151 connections dis-
connected here. Highest 
Inspections in South Zone: The 
maximum number of physical 
inspections were carried out in 
the South Zone, where BWSSB 
officials personally visited and 
checked 13,908 buildings.Rs. 50 
Crore Revenue to BWSSB 
Coffers via Prorata 
Charges:This continuous and 
strict operation by the BWSSB 
has successfully put a brake on 
massive revenue leakage. The 
ruthless actions taken against 
buildings with illegal connec-
tions have expedited the process 
of disconnecting and subsequent-
ly regularizing these connections 
officially. As a direct result of 
this, a massive revenue of Rs. 50 
Crore has been collected in the 
form of prorata charges into the 
BWSSB coffers.1,000 Million 
Liters of Water Brought Under 
BWSSB Billing Net:Due to the 
strict measures taken by the 
BWSSB Blue Force team against 
the removal of illegal water con-
nections and water misuse.

BWSSB Blue Force Crackdown Across Bengaluru: 54,625 
Buildings Inspected, 11,217 Illegal Connections 

Disconnected; Rs. 55 Crore Revenue Generated!

Bangalore : MSD 
(known as Merck & Co., 
Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA in 
the United States and 
Canada) today announced 
the launch of its cervical 
cancer awareness cam-
paign in India, in collabo-
ration with acclaimed 
actor, public figure and 
Mother, Madhuri Dixit 
Nene. The campaign ini-

tiative aims to bring con-
versations around wom-
en’s preventive health to 

the forefront and encour-
age women and parents 
across India to speak to 
their doctors about cervi-
cal cancer and appropriate 
preventive healthcare 
options.Cervical cancer 
remains one of the most 
common cancers affecting 
women in India. Despite 
being largely preventable 
through timely medical 
consultation and preven-
tive measures, nearly one 
woman in India dies every 
seven minutes, amounting 
to approximately 200 deaths 
every day (Data as per 
Globocan HPV India Report 
2023). The campaign seeks 
to address critical gaps in 
awareness and the tenden-
cy to delay preventive 
healthcare, particularly 
among women.As part of 
the initiative, a series of 
short digital films featuring 
Madhuri Dixit was released 
across digital platforms. 

MSD India launches nation-wide cervical cancer 
awareness initiative with Madhuri Dixit

Bengaluru: ZENO has 
launched its latest smart-
phone, the ZENO 200, exclu-
sively on Amazon, position-
ing it as a stylish yet rugged 
device priced under 
Rs.10,000. The smartphone 
comes with an IP65 rating 
and MIL-STD-810H military-
grade durability, features 
rarely seen in the budget 
smartphone segment.

Priced at a special launch 
offer of Rs.9,999, the ZENO 200 is 
available in a 4GB+8GB expand-
able RAM variant with 128GB 
storage. The device is designed 
for users seeking both style and 
performance while ensuring 
durability for everyday use.
Speaking on the launch, Arijeet 
Talapatra said the ZENO series 
represents a blend of trendy 
design and toughness aimed at 

Gen Z consumers. He added that 
despite rising global memory 
prices, the company has kept 
the smartphone affordable 
while offering premium fea-
tures.The smartphone sports a 
6.75-inch HD+ display with a 
120Hz refresh rate and DTS-
powered sound technology for 
an immersive viewing experi-
ence. It also features Sola, itel’s 
AI assistant, which supports 
smart summarization, writing 
assistance, grammar correc-
tion, document management, 
and AI-generated wallpapers. 
Among its standout features is 
Ultralink connectivity.

ZENO 200 launched on 
Amazon with military-grade 
durability under Rs.10,000

Nolte Küchen Elevates Its 
Presence in Bengaluru with a 
New Showroom Experience

Bengaluru : Nolte Küchen, 
one of Germany’s most 
renowned kitchen brands, 
elevates its presence in 
Bengaluru with the launch of 
a flagship showroom in 
Indiranagar. Marking a stra-

tegic direction in the brand’s 
journey in the city, the 
space introduces a refined 
retail experience that 
seamlessly blends global 
design excellence with 
localized expertise. 

Bengaluru: Actress Ragini 
Dwivedi, who has so far cap-
tured the attention of 
Kannada movie lovers 
through her glamorous and 
action roles, is now prepar-
ing to come before the audi-
ence with a period role called 
‘Madanika’. ‘Madanika’ is a 
type of sculpture found in 
temples, and the film team 
has chosen this name for 
their film because it is apt 
for the story of the film. Most 
of the work on ‘Madanika’ 
has already been quietly 
completed, and now the film 
team has released the teaser 
and audio of the film 
‘Madanika’.

‘Madanika’ is produced 
by Sujatha Lakshmi and 
Kumaraswamy under the 
banner ‘S.P.R Productions’ 

and ‘Sakharth Digital 
House’ and is directed by 
B. S. Sanjay. At a recent 
event, the members of the 
film crew were present 
and released the teaser 
and song of the film 
‘Madanika’ and spoke 
about the film.

Madanika’ Blooms at the 
Confluence of Old Kannada 

and New Kannada

Mangaluru Airport gives hands-on aviation 
sector experience to district toppers

Mangaluru, May 8: Mangaluru 
International Airport welcomed 
second PUC toppers from science, 
arts and commerce streams across 
Dakshina Kannada district for an 
exclusive experiential visit, offer-
ing them a rare behind-the-scenes 
glimpse into airport operations on 
May 7. The visit was organised to 
mark the city’s tryst with civil avi-
ation 75 years ago, when the first 
aircraft carrying then prime minis-
ter Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru land-
ed at then Bajpe aerodrome on 
December 25, 1951. The airport has 

organized various programmes to 
mark the Platinum jubilee of this 
historical event throughout the 
year, culminating in the finale 
planned in December 2026.

The initiative aimed to inspire 
young achievers by providing a 
ring-side view of the dynamic avia-
tion ecosystem — from terminal 
operations to critical airside func-
tions. During the visit, students 
were introduced to key passenger 
journey touchpoints, including 
security procedures, airline and 
terminal operations, and the role of 

the Aviation Security Group unit 
of Central Industrial Security 
Force in ensuring safety and secu-
rity.

The students also gained insights 
into the airport’s focus on passen-
ger experience, learning how ter-
minal operations are designed to 
ensure comfort, efficiency and sat-
isfaction. A key highlight was their 
interaction with vital operational 
units such as aircraft rescue and 
fire fighting and air traffic control, 
which play a crucial role in main-
taining safe and seamless airside 
operations — ensuring calm skies 
and efficient management on 
ground.

Senior leadership of Mangaluru 
Airport shared valuable insights 
into the growth of the aviation sec-
tor, enhancing passenger expecta-
tions and the diverse career oppor-
tunities, these expectations bring 
forth. The student interaction 
served as an eye-opener, encourag-
ing them to explore careers in avia-
tion and related fields.

Mangaluru Airport will shortly 
host the 10th Standard (SSLC) top-
pers of Dakshina Kannada district 
for a similar experiential visit. 
Mangaluru Airport remains com-
mitted to engaging with the com-
munity and nurturing future talent 
by creating meaningful opportuni-
ties that inspire and inform the 
next generation.
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Edit

The year was 1993. On July 21, in the heart of Kolkata,
police opened fire on a crowd of demonstrators. Thirteen
people were killed. The march had been led by Mamata
Banerjee, then a Young Congress leader, towards the
Writers' Building as part of the "Writers' Chalo" move-
ment. The incident shook Bengal politics to its core and
would go on to become one of the most enduring emotion-
al symbols of Mamata Banerjee's political movement.
Since then, every year, Mamata has observed July 21 as
Shahid Dibas - Martyrs' Day. Even after the formation of
the Trinamool Congress, the event continued to grow in
scale and significance. Over the years, it became one of
the biggest annual political gatherings in Bengal.  

118 Years Later
The story of Suvendu Adhikari - one of Bengal's most con-
sequential political figures of recent times - begins 18
years later, in 2011. That year, a huge event was organised
at Brigade Parade Ground and Dharmatala under
Mamata Banerjee's leadership. The crowd was enormous.
The atmosphere was charged. By then, Mamata had
already emerged as the undisputed force against the Left
Front government, and the momentum for change in
Bengal was building to a fever pitch.
Suvendu Adhikari was, at that time, the Youth Trinamool
Congress president - an important organisational figure
who had played a major role in strengthening the party at
the grassroots level, especially in East Midnapore and
adjoining regions. He was on stage that day. But some-
thing felt wrong.
The event management, stage announcements, and over-
all coordination were almost entirely in the hands of
Kunal Ghosh, who was then extraordinarily prominent
within the party and closely aligned with Mamata
Banerjee. Kunal was making the announcements, direct-
ing the flow of the event, energising the crowd, and effec-
tively conducting the entire gathering. Suvendu, despite
his organisational stature, remained largely silent and
inactive on stage - present, but peripheral. To many
observers, it appeared as though he had been placed there
simply to be seen, not heard.

The First Slight
For someone as politically ambitious and organisational-
ly driven as Suvendu Adhikari, that was not a trivial
insult. Outwardly, nothing happened. But the first seeds
of distance had been planted. Suvendu reportedly felt that
Kunal Ghosh had displaced him in the leadership hierar-
chy, and that Mamata Banerjee herself had quietly
approved this arrangement. From that moment, a slow-
burning sense of wounded pride began to take root.
The answer to why he felt so isolated - despite being sur-
rounded by Mamata, the party leadership, and the very
movement he had helped build - lies partly in the nature
of Mamata Banerjee's politics itself. Mamata had emerged
from street movements, agitation politics, and direct mass
mobilisation. She valued absolute loyalty and exercised
tight central control over the movement's emotional nar-
rative. In such a political universe, space around the
leader is carefully rationed. Younger leaders with strong
independent mass bases inevitably began competing - con-
sciously or unconsciously - for visibility and influence.
Suvendu was among such young leaders then. But, stub-
born and self-respecting, he was also not the type to let
things go. That incident at Brigade and Dharmatala
stayed with him.
Soon came another blow. Rajib Banerjee had reportedly
been assured the post of Youth Trinamool Congress presi-
dent, and was even asked to postpone a planned trip to
Australia in anticipation. But at the last minute,
Soumitra Khan was brought in instead, and Suvendu was
effectively edged out of that organisational space entirely.
For Suvendu, this was yet another betrayal.

The Mukul Roy Era
Around the same period, Mukul Roy's star was rapidly
rising as one of the most powerful figures inside the
Trinamool Congress. He and his son, Subhranshu Roy,
grew increasingly influential in youth and organisational
politics. In fact, people would openly say that though
Mamata Banerjee was the Chief Ministerial face, Mukul
Roy was the TMC's organisational backbone.
Abhishek Banerjee had not yet emerged as a dominant
force in the party in those days. Yet, he was slowly rising
through the youth leadership structure. Inside the party,
a quiet but unmistakable conversation had begun taking
shape about who would eventually emerge as Mamata
Banerjee's political heir, Roy or Banerjee. A silent power
struggle was already on its way. 
Suvendu, watching all of this patiently, began to under-
stand his own position more clearly. The number-two role
he had perhaps aspired to get, was already slipping away
from him. Roy or Banerjee, Adhikari found himself slow-
ly sidelined - close to Mamata, and yet far from power.
Eventually, though, Mukul Roy left for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). That would further clear the way for
Abhishek Banerjee. The trajectory was becoming clear.
And its implication wasn't lost on Suvendu. 
As these developments unfolded, Suvendu slowly began to
reckon with the possibility that he, too, might eventually
have to leave the Trinamool. BJP leaders had already
begun establishing contact with him. But it wasn't that
straightforward. His father, Sisir Adhikari, an old
Congressman and seasoned politician, was firmly
opposed to the idea. Mamata Banerjee herself reportedly
made repeated efforts to stop Suvendu from leaving. She
even sought Sisir Adhikari's help to bridge the growing
distance. Sisir tried to defuse the tensions. But by then,
the real conflict perhaps was no longer between Suvendu
and Mamata directly - it was Abhishek Banerjee's grow-
ing influence over the party machinery that didn't sit
right with Suvendu.

Suvendu Was No Mukul Roy
Mukul Roy's drift towards the BJP had been driven by
some sticky factors. For one, he faced multiple allegations
as a Rajya Sabha MP. By the time he had made the move,
his significance within the Trinamool was also fading.
His flight to the BJP, thus, was only natural.  Suvendu's
case was different - and the BJP knew it. He was seen not
merely as another defector but as a potential alternative
for anti-Mamata politics in Bengal. 

Today's society is experiencing a
strange paradox. On the one hand,
the level of education seems high-
er than ever—children in every
household are studying, attending
coaching classes, online classes,
and preparing for competitive
exams, and as a result, their
grades are steadily improving.
But on the other hand, a question
constantly arises—are we truly
learning, or are we just collecting
marks?
This irony isn't limited to the indi-
vidual level, but rather questions
the direction of the entire educa-
tion system. From school to col-
lege, children are drawn into a
race where the goal is simply to
score good marks, achieve high
rankings, and accumulate as
many certificates as possible. In
this process, "learning" is left
behind. Children begin to believe
that success means writing cor-
rect answers on exams, not apply-
ing that knowledge to life.
This is why today we see young
people who are highly successful
on paper, but struggle with real-
life challenges. They can solve
complex problems, but stumble
over practical solutions to simple
ones. Lack of confidence, hesita-
tion in decision-making, and a
lack of ability to adapt to new situ-
ations—all these are the results of

an education that relies more on
"memorization" and less on
"understanding."
Our education system has long
relied on a culture of rote learn-
ing. Children are taught what
questions will be asked and how to
write their answers. In this
process, their curiosity gradually
fades. They become reluctant to
ask questions, fearing they might
be proven "wrong." Creativity and
independent thinking, essential
for the development of any socie-
ty, are stifled under this pressure.
When these same children com-
plete higher education and enter
the working world, reality sets in.
Companies don't just want

degrees, but skills—the ability to
understand problems, work in
teams, communicate, and adapt to
changing circumstances. But the
education system hasn't prepared
them for these.

This is why, despite increasing
degrees, young people lag behind
in taking advantage of employ-
ment opportunities. This isn't just
a crisis of unemployment, but a
"skills gap."
Another serious aspect of this
process is mental pressure.
Today's students are burdened
with immense expectations.
Family, society, and competition
all exert constant pressure on
them to perform well at all costs.

But when the purpose of their
studies is unclear, this pressure
gradually turns into stress and
confusion. Children are unable to
understand how what they are
studying is relevant to their lives.
In fact, the purpose of education
was never merely to pass exams.
Education is meant to prepare a
person for life—to give them the
ability to think, understand, and
make decisions. It teaches them
not just information, but how to
use that information. But when
education is reduced to just
marks, it loses sight of its original
purpose.
The solution to the problem lies in
this understanding. As long as we

view education solely as an "out-
come," the problem will persist.
We need to focus on the process—
how children are learning,
whether they truly understand,
and whether they are able to apply
their knowledge. Curricula must
be designed to inspire children to
think and experiment. The exami-
nation system must be changed to
assess understanding and applica-
tion, not just memorization.
The role of teachers is also crucial
in this transformation. They must
become not just teachers but
guides, encouraging children to
ask questions, make mistakes,
and learn from them. Parents
must also change their mindset.
Children's success must be meas-
ured not just by their grades, but
by their skills, confidence, and
understanding.
The digital age has opened up new
avenues for learning, but their
true use is only possible if we have
the right vision for learning.
Simply having access to informa-
tion isn't enough; understanding
and using it is what truly matters.
Ultimately, the most important
thing is that grades reflect how
much you've memorized, but
knowledge and skills reflect what
you can do. If our education sys-
tem succeeds in understanding
this difference, not only will stu-
dents' futures be better, but socie-
ty will also become more capable
and aware.
Today, we need to seriously ask
this question—are we truly
becoming educated, or are we just
trying to appear educated?
Because until we find an honest
answer to this question, education
will continue to grow, but skills
will not.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD
(Political Science), is a poet and
social thinker.)

The political situation in
Tamil Nadu remains fluid,
with the Governor asking
the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) to demon-
strate the actual numbers it
has on its side to cross the
halfway mark in the assem-
bly. These are situations
where the Governor's dis-
cretion plays an important
role in the ensuing elec-
tions. Likely Scenarios In
Tamil Nadu President's
Rule and one more election
before the year-end:
President's Rule can be
extended six months at a
time. So, if it is imposed
with no suitable coalition
forming the government,
fresh elections have to be
held, mostly before the year-
end, to elect another assem-
bly The DMK and the
AIADMK try to cobble up a
government. The two par-
ties together have 106 seats.
They will have to show the
Governor the support of
every single MLA to cross
the 118 mark. However, the
Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK) and the Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)
cannot cohabit in an
alliance - just like, say, the
Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Which
means that the minimum
possible strength of the
alliance is 121, but for that, it
will have to include all par-
ties: the Congress's five
MLAs, the VCK, the MUL,
the CPI, and the CPM's two
each, and one each of the
DMDK and the AMMK. But
for this, every single party
leader, such as Premalatha
of the DMDK and
Dhinakaran of the AMMK,
will have to be appeased.
Such a formation will thus
be a nine-party alliance.
TVK aligns with a break-
away AIADMK group. The
AIADMK splits, with two-
thirds of its MLAs claiming
to be a new party. For this, at
least 34 MLAs of the
AIADMK will have to walk

out of the parent party and
claim to be the original
AIADMK. But for this, the
leaders will need time to
muster the numbers. The
key question still would be,
will the Governor wait
before imposing President's
Rule and calling for a fresh
election? TVK makes way
for multiple Deputy Chief
Ministers. They will come
from parties like the
Congress, the PMK, and oth-
ers, with the TVK heading a
full coalition government. If
the PMK does come over,
this would mean doing busi-
ness at least with two region-
al satraps: the DMDK and
the AMMK, leading to a tally
of 119. Or, the TVK would
need to do business with the
Left and the Muslim League,
taking the tally to 123.
Currently, the Left, Muslim
League, and the VCK have
pledged to be with the DMK,
leaving the TVK with the
option of banking on only
the PMK (which has already
demanded the Deputy Chief
Minister post) and the
DMDK and the AMMK. All
TVK MLAs resign. This
would reduce the legitimacy
of the mandate. But there
are past precedents. In 1972,
all 14 CPM MLAs elected to
the Bengal assembly refused
to participate in the func-
tioning of the assembly, as
they called the election ille-
gitimate. Such a step would
exert the most pressure, but
it remains to be seen
whether things will come to
this. The next 48 -72 hours
shall be the most interesting
ever in Tamil Nadu politics.
In the recent past, India has
seen three instances of
assemblies throwing up
hung verdicts and
Governors exercising their
discretion. The outcomes
have varied widely. Here's a
recap Bihar, 2005: A Year Of
Two Assembly Elections
This was the year when two
assembly elections were
held in Bihar. 

Ahead of C Joseph Vijay's
possible oath as Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu and
forming the state's first
coalition government since
1952, the saga of cobbling
together the numbers and
staking his claim was filled
with conniving conspira-
cies, desperate manoeuvres
to keep the actor-turned-
politician out, gubernatorial
delays in the swearing-in,
and a level of political uncer-
tainty the state has never
witnessed. It exposed the
two Dravidian parties, the
way the Vijay verdict has
shaken up Tamil Nadu poli-
tics, the opportunism that
drives politics, and TVK's
inexperience in handling
such situations. Back in
2006, when former Chief
Minister J Jayalalithaa
formed an alliance with
MDMK chief Vaiko, she told
waiting reporters that "there
are no permanent friends or
allies in politics." Surely, she
would not have expected her
party's future leadership to
take her words so literally as
to explore an alliance with
the DMK. Over the last 48
hours, Chennai was abuzz
with reports that the DMK
and AIADMK were in talks
to work out an arrangement
to keep Vijay out of power,
with the BJP allegedly facili-
tating it by delaying his
swearing-in. DMK and
AIADMK sources confirmed
that back-channel proposals
were seriously considered.
One proposal was to install
an Edappadi Palaniswami
government, offering cabi-
net berths to the DMK's
allies such as the Left and
VCK, with DMK support
from outside. This idea was
reportedly pushed by
younger leaders and those
close to Udhayanidhi Stalin.
However, senior DMK
leader and parliamentary
party chief Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi led the charge
to thwart any such effort
and even threatened to leave
the party if it proceeded with
the experiment, claim

sources.  Fortunately, what
would have been a travesty
of the people's mandate for
Vijay and an indelible blot
on the state's polity was not
carried out. In fact, the
TVK's firm warning that all
its MLAs would resign if any
effort was made to keep it
out of power also showed it
was not buckling under
pressure and forced the
other parties to fall in line.
Finally, the Left and VCK
stuck with the TVK after the
DMK decided not to force
their hand. The mere fact
that the AIADMK and DMK
could even explore an
alliance is flabbergasting
and perhaps foretells the
times to come in a state that
has only seen two-party deci-
sive mandates in its history.
Yes, the DMK and AIADMK
share ideological roots, but
it is hard for any observer of
Tamil politics to have imag-
ined a day when the Two
Leaves and the Rising Sun
could ally with each other.
The reason for this tectonic
shift is that Tamil Nadu has
moved from a two-way fight
to a genuine three-party ver-
dict. This may be the new
reality for a state unaccus-
tomed to such political
uncertainty. The TVK,
DMK, and AIADMK are now
the three poles. Until the
TVK decimates either the
AIADMK or the DMK -- or
the other two finish off the
TVK -- Tamil Nadu may

have to get used to such
uncertainty. To reiterate the
numbers: The TVK has 108
seats (effectively 107, as
Vijay has won two). The
Congress has 5 MLAs, the
two Left parties have 4 each,
and the VCK has 2. This
takes the alliance to 118 - an
absolute majority. On the
other hand, the DMK has 59
and the AIADMK has 47. If
all the smaller pre-poll allies,
including the Left and VCK,
stay where they are, then
the DMK-AIADMK alliance
can also show an absolute
majority of 120 without the
Congress and the BJP. All
parties were taken aback by
this verdict in Tamil Nadu,
as a three-way fight resulted
in a hung verdict. The speed
and manner in which the
TVK formed an alliance
with the Congress also star-
tled the BJP, which had pre-
ferred the TVK to align with
the AIADMK. Its sole objec-
tive is to keep the Congress
out of power. Vijay has also
been cold toward the
AIADMK and showed no
interest in an alliance with
the Two Leaves. This was
because he felt it would be
easier to manage smaller
parties than a large ally - and
also because the AIADMK is
now a BJP ally. Similarly,
the PMK, with its four
MLAs, was an option, but it
refused to break ties with
the BJP, a precondition for
any alliance with Vijay, who

is aligned with the Congress.
Vijay's immediate decision
to ally with the Congress,
and the manner in which
the Congress abandoned the
DMK, ruffled many feathers.
This move sparked talks
between the two Dravidian
parties. The situation was
further accelerated by the
delay in the swearing-in cer-
emony, which is widely seen
as orchestrated by the BJP.
Each side had its own rea-
sons. For Edappadi
Palaniswami, it is a matter
of political survival and per-
haps his last shot at power -
he has the most at stake. The
DMK fears that a Vijay-led
government could become
like MGR's - a chief minister-
ship for life - and believes
now is the only time to stop
him. For the BJP, the goal
remains simple: keeping the
Congress out of power. What
this means is that Tamil
Nadu's polity will remain in
a state of flux in the short
term. It is a fractured man-
date, but, ironically, one
with a clear winner in Vijay.
The fact that he struggled to
cobble together the 118 seats
needed shows both his diffi-
culty in building a coalition
and the determination of
every established force to
keep him out. The road
ahead will be uncertain, as
the DMK retains a strong
hold over parties like the
VCK, the Left, and even the
Congress at the local level.

editorial
Suvendu Adhikari: The
Man Who Waited For
15 Years - And Won

PPRIYANKA 
SAURABH
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AAGENCY
Washington: Shell has
become the latest energy
giant to report a jump in
profits following the sharp
increase in oil prices since
the beginning of the Iran
war.
It reported profits of $6.92bn
(£5.1bn) for the first three
months of the year, which
was higher than analysts
had expected and up from
$5.58bn in the same period a
year earlier.
The price of oil has soared
since the start of the US-
Israel war with Iran as the
key Strait of Hormuz, which
usually carries about 20% of
the global supplies of oil and
liquid natural gas (LNG),
has been effectively closed.
Last week, rival oil giant BP
said its profits for the first
three months of the year
had more than doubled.
Other oil firms have also
reported bumper results.
On Wednesday, Norway's
Equinor said profits in the
first three months of the
year had hit $9.77bn, its
highest quarterly profit for

three years.

Traders profit
Shell chief executive Wael
Sawan said: "Shell deliv-
ered strong results enabled
by our relentless focus on
operational performance in
a quarter marked by
unprecedented disruption
in global energy markets.
"The safety of our people
remains our priority as we
work closely with govern-
ments and customers to
address their energy
needs." Like BP, one of the
factors behind Shell's prof-
its rise was better results

from its oil trading busi-
ness. Before the conflict
began, the price of Brent
crude, the global bench-
mark for oil prices, was
around $73 a barrel.
Since then, oil has seen
sharp swings - peaking
above $120 at one point, but
also falling below $100 on
other occasions as specula-
tion has swirled over when
the Strait of Hormuz will
reopen. The big movements
in the oil price that have
been seen since the Iran
war began can widen the
gap between buying and
selling prices. 

AGENCY
New Delhi: Hyderabad-
based private space launch
startup Skyroot Aerospace
on Thursday, May 7, said it
has raised $60 million in a
fresh funding round led by
existing investors Sherpalo
Ventures and Singapore’s
sovereign wealth fund GIC,
becoming India’s first space-
tech unicorn. The latest
investment round also saw
participation from
BlackRock, the founders of
Greenko Group, Arkam
Ventures, Playbook
Partners, Shanghvi Family
Office and several other
investors. While Playbook
Partners and Shanghvi
Family Office joined the
company as new investors,
Sherpalo Ventures, GIC,
BlackRock, Greenko Group
and Arkam Ventures were
existing backers of the
space-tech startup.
Following the fresh capital
infusion, Skyroot
Aerospace’s valuation has
climbed to $1.1 billion, more
than doubling from its pre-
vious valuation of nearly
$519 million in 2023. Lt. Gen.
A.K. Bhatt (Retd.), Director
General of the Indian Space

Association (ISpA),
described the development
as a landmark moment for
India’s private space ecosys-
tem. He said Skyroot’s uni-
corn status reflects the
growing technological and
commercial capabilities of
Indian space startups and
signals rising global
investor confidence in the
country’s space sector.
According to him, the mile-
stone could further
strengthen India’s ambi-
tions of increasing its share
in the global space economy
by 2033. Meanwhile, Skyroot
co-founder and CEO Pawan
Kumar Chandana said the
company is preparing for

the launch of Vikram-1,
India’s first privately devel-
oped orbital rocket, in the
coming weeks. He added
that the latest funding round
reflects strong investor con-
fidence in the company’s
long-term vision and launch
capabilities. The company
said the fresh capital will be
used to increase launch fre-
quency for Vikram-1,
expand manufacturing
capabilities and support the
development of Vikram-2, a
next-generation launch
vehicle with a one-tonne
payload capacity and an
advanced cryogenic upper
stage. Skyroot noted that its
2022 Vikram-S mission suc-

cessfully demonstrated the
company’s launch technolo-
gy, while Vikram-1 is
designed to carry payloads
into orbit. 
Sherpalo Ventures
Founder and Managing
Partner Ram Shriram said
he has backed Skyroot
since its early days and
expressed confidence in the
startup’s progress towards
the Vikram-1 mission. The
latest round has taken
Skyroot Aerospace’s total
funding to more than $160
million, or around Rs 1,500
crore. Following the fresh
capital infusion, Skyroot
Aerospace’s valuation has
climbed to $1.1 billion.

AGENCY
Mumbai:”The rupee depre-
ciated 45 paise to 94.67
against the US dollar in
early trade on Friday, as
Brent crude prices rose
back to USD 101.00 per bar-
rel after US and Iranian
forces exchanged fire near
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran-
US tensions affect Forex
traders said investor senti-
ments were affected after
Iran accused the US of vio-
lating the ceasefire as the
US carried out retaliatory
strikes with new attacks,
which took place in the
Strait of Hormuz and civil-
ian areas, while President
Donald Trump said the
ceasefire was still in effect.
Brent oil prices, which had
fallen to USD 98 per barrel
amid the US-Iran peace
deal, edged higher to USD
101 per barrel as investors
weighed the prospects for a
Middle East peace deal. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 94.58 against the
US dollar, then lost momen-
tum and touched 94.67
against the American cur-
rency, registering a fall of
45 paise over its previous
close. On Thursday, the
rupee pared initial losses
and settled the day on a pos-
itive note, up 27 paise at

94.22 against the greenback.
“Brent oil prices moved
higher by more than 2 per
cent in Asian trade on
Friday after US and Iranian
forces exchanged fire near
the Strait of Hormuz
despite President Trump
insisting that the month-old
ceasefire remained in
effect,” said Anil Kumar
Bhansali, Head of Treasury
and Executive Director
Finrex Treasury Advisors
LLP. Bhansali further
added that the rise in oil
prices took USD/INR high-
er towards 94.43 this morn-
ing in Asian trading, and
the dollar index also moved
higher towards 98.22 while

Asian currencies were a tad
weaker. Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at
98.20, up 0.14 per cent. Brent
crude, the global oil bench-
mark, was trading higher
by 1.08 per cent at USD
101.14 per barrel in futures
trade. Sensex, Nifty drop
On the domestic equity
market front, Sensex
declined 353.50 points to
77,491.02 in early trade,
while the Nifty dropped
109.25 points to 24,225.20.
Foreign Institutional
Investors offloaded equities
worth Rs 340.89 crore on

Thursday, according to
exchange data. Rupee drops
45 paise to 94.67/$ as Iran-
US tensions near Strait of
Hormuz lift Brent crude
above $101 per barrel;
Sensex and Nifty trade
lower in early session. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 94.58 against the
US dollar, then lost momen-
tum and touched 94.67
against the American cur-
rency, registering a fall of
45 paise over its previous
close. On Thursday, the
rupee pared initial losses
and settled the day on a pos-
itive note, up 27 paise at
94.22 against the greenback.

"Brent oil prices moved
higher by more than 2% in
Asian trade on Friday after
US and Iranian forces
exchanged fire near the
Strait of Hormuz despite
President Trump insisting
that the month-old ceasefire
remained in effect," said
Anil Kumar Bhansali, Head
of Treasury and Executive
Director Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP. Bhansali
further added that the rise
in oil prices took USD/INR
higher towards 94.43 this
morning in Asian trading,
and the dollar index also
moved higher towards 98.22
while Asian currencies
were a tad weaker.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at
98.20, up 0.14%. Brent
crude, the global oil bench-
mark, was trading higher
by 1.08% at $101.14 per bar-
rel in futures trade. On the
domestic equity market
front, Sensex declined
353.50 points to 77,491.02 in
early trade, while the Nifty
dropped 109.25 points to
24,225.20. Foreign
Institutional Investors
offloaded equities worth
?340.89 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.

AGENCY
Washington: TikTok has
rowed back on an AI fea-
ture which incorrectly sum-
marised some videos on the
platform, including claim-
ing a celebrity was fruit.
The company's 'AI
overviews' recently began
appearing beneath content
on the platform to describe
what a video was showing,
or provide more context.
While only rolled out to
some users in the US and
the Philippines, the fea-
ture's incorrect and bizarre
AI-generated summaries of
TikTok content - seen
beneath videos of celebri-
ties like platform star
Charli D'Amelio - have been
shared widely. According
to TikTok, its experimental
summaries have been
tweaked to only suggest
products similar to those
shown in videos. The
changes were first reported
by news outlet Business
Insider. Much like the AI
Overviews at the top of
most Google search results,
TikTok's AI-generated
overviews would attempt to
sum up the contents of
videos for some users when

they clicked to see more of a
video's caption. Some exam-
ples screenshotted by users
and seen by the BBC
showed videos on the plat-
form being accurately
described, but Business
Insider also identified a
number of "wildly inaccu-
rate" AI overviews. This
included one which saw a
video of dancer Charli
D'Amelio described as a
"collection of various blue-
berries with different top-
pings," the publication said.
It saw similarly vague,
inaccurate and strange AI-
generated summaries on
other TikTok videos of

celebrities and artists,
including Shakira and
Olivia Rodrigo. The feature
will now only be used to
surface information about
items in videos, according
to TikTok. It comes as tech
firms look to deploy more
AI products on their plat-
forms to boost user engage-
ment. However, some such
efforts have been met with
user backlash, or mockery,
when these tools go awry.
'Cutting through water'
Posts reacting to TikTok's
testing of AI overviews on
its videos first began
appearing in January. But
it appears the summaries

were made more widely
available, with several
users and creators high-
lighting AI-generated
descriptions containing
absurd mistakes in late
April. A recent example
shared on Reddit saw a per-
formance by ballroom
dancers Reagan and Juli To
described in an AI overview
on TikTok as "a person
repeatedly striking their
head with a rubber chick-
en". Other examples shared
by TikTok users contained
similarly strange descrip-
tions. For instance, AI
overviews for two separate
videos, neither of which fea-
tured violence or tools, said
they featured "a person
repeatedly striking their
head with a hammer".
According to TikTok,
users were able to report
and provide feedback
about AI overviews. But
this did not stop some from
speculating as to whether
the platform was "trolling"
its users. "The new AI
Overview is so bad it feels
like it has to be a joke,"
wrote TikTok user and cre-
ator Brett Vanderbrook
alongside his video. 

Bank Sustains Strong
Growth Momentum with
Healthy Asset Quality and
Robust

Profitability
Highlights
Bank’s Board has recom-
mended a dividend of INR
8.5 per equity share (425%
of face value of INR 2
per equity share) for FY26,
subject to requisite
approvals.

Bank’s Global Business
has crossed a milestone of
INR 30 lakh crore as of 31 st
March 2026.
Bank has delivered high-

est ever quarterly Net
Profit of INR 5,616 crore
(+11.2% YoY). Net Profit
for
the financial year also
crossed a milestone of INR
20,000 crore and stands at
INR 20,021 crore.

Operating Profit for the
quarter rises by 11.5% YoY
and stands at INR 9,069
crore. Operating Profit
for FY26 stands at INR
32,259 crore.

Net Interest Income for
the quarter expanded by
8.7% on a YoY basis and
stands at INR 12,494 crore.
It stands at INR 47,682
crore (+2.5% YoY) for
FY26.

Operating expenses for
the quarter stands at INR
7,391 crore (-8.7% YoY) and
at INR 31,180 crore for

FY26 (+4.4% YoY).
Return on Assets (ROA)

remains consistently
above 1% and it stands at
1.15% for Q4FY26 (+6 bps
QoQ) and 1.06% for FY26.

Return on Equity (ROE)
stands at 17.27% for
Q4FY26, up by 168 bps
QoQ. It stands at 15.39%
for
FY26.

Cost of deposits for the
quarter stands at 4.78%, a
reduction of 34 bps YoY. It
declined by 23 bps YoY
to 4.87% for FY26.

Global Net Interest
Margin (NIM) for Q4FY26
increased by 10 bps
sequentially and stands at
2.89%. It
stands at 2.89% for FY26.

Domestic Net Interest
Margin (NIM) stands at
3.08% for the quarter. It
stands at 3.04% for FY26.
Bank continues to main-

tain strong Asset quality
with reduction in GNPA
by 37 bps YoY to 1.89% in
Q4FY26. Bank’s NNPA
also reduced by 13 bps YoY
and stands at 0.45% in
Q4FY26.

Bank’s balance sheet
remains robust with
healthy Provision
Coverage Ratio (PCR) of
93.94% with TWO  at
76.66% without TWO.
Slippage ratio for Q4FY26
declined by 11 bps YoY to
0.89%. It stands at 0.72%

for FY26, a reduction
of 6 bps YoY.
Credit cost stands at 0.76%
for Q4FY26 and 0.46% for
FY26.

Bank’s Global Advances
registered a growth of
16.2% YoY and Domestic
advances grew by 14.5% as
of 31 st March 2026.

Bank’s organic Retail
Advances grew by 17.9%,
driven by strong growth
across segments such as
Auto Loan (20.6%),
Mortgage Loan (19.3%),
Home Loan (14.6%) and
Education Loan (10.9%).

Share of Retail, Agri
Loans and MSME loans
(RAM) in advances
improved by 120 bps YoY
to 61%.
RAM portfolio grew by
16.7% as of 31 st March
2026.

Profitability
Net Profit for Q4FY26

stands at INR 5,616 crore
(+11.2% YoY) and it stands
at INR 20,021
crore (+2.2% YoY) for
FY26.

Net Interest Income for
Q4FY26 stands at INR
12,494 crore (+8.7% YoY)
and at INR 47,682
crore (+2.5% YoY) for
FY26.

Non-Interest Income for
Q4FY26 stands at INR 3,967
crore and it stands at INR
15,757 crore.

TSIT
New Delhi, 8th May 2026:
Sennheiser, a global leader in audio
innovation, has announced special
offers on its premium audio prod-
ucts as part of the Amazon Great
Summer Sale 2026, starting 8 May.
Customers can enjoy discounts of up
to 42% on selected Sennheiser prod-
ucts, including the MOMENTUM 4
Wireless, Profile Wireless 1-Channel
Set and 2-Channel Set, MOMEN-
TUM True Wireless 4, HDB 630,
AMBEO Soundbar Mini, HD 490
PRO Plus, Profile USB Microphone,
and more. Additionally, shoppers
can benefit from no cost EMI
options for up to 24 months and
select bank offers, making it the per-
fect time to experience Sennheiser’s
signature sound.

MOMENTUM 4 Wireless 
Upgrade your audio game with
Sennheiser’s flagship MOMENTUM
4 Wireless. Engineered with preci-
sion 42mm transducers, these pre-
mium headphones deliver the
brand’s signature sound with rich
detail. Enjoy Adaptive Noise
Cancellation, Transparency Mode,
and up to 60 hours of battery life in a

lightweight, ergonomic design with
ultra-soft ear cushions for all-day
comfort. The Smart Control App lets
you personalize your sound, while
intuitive features like Smart Pause
and Auto On/Off make every
moment seamless. Available at
?21,990, with additional discounts on
select bank cards during the
Amazon Great Summer Sale.

Profile Wireless Series 
Take your content to the next level
with the Sennheiser Profile

Wireless series, a versatile wireless
microphone solution designed for
content creators and videographers
on the move.
The Profile Wireless 2-Channel Set
is an all-in-one creator audio toolkit
featuring a compact 2.4 GHz receiv-
er, two clip-on microphones, and a
portable charging bar that also func-
tions as a handheld interview
microphone. Designed for flexibili-
ty, it supports cameras, smart-
phones, and computers, offering a
versatile solution for a wide range of

content creation workflows. The
Profile Wireless 1-Channel Mic
offers a streamlined single-micro-
phone solution tailored for solo cre-
ators who require a lighter, more
compact setup while maintaining
the same professional-grade wire-
less audio performance.
Each clip-on microphone delivers
up to 7 hours of runtime and fea-
tures 16 GB of memory for up to 30
hours of internal recording.
Combined with 32-bit float record-
ing, built-in backup recording, and
reliable wireless transmission, the
Profile Wireless series delivers
clear, distortion-free audio with
minimal setup.
The Profile Wireless 1-Channel and
2-Channel Sets are available at
?12,990, and ?19,990 respectively,
with additional discounts on select
bank cards during the Amazon
Great Summer Sale. 

MOMENTUM Truue Wireless 4
(Black Copper) 
Experience next-gen audio with
Sennheiser’s MOMENTUM True
Wireless 4 (Black Copper), combin-
ing signature sound, lossless audio,
and future-ready tech. 
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AAGENCY
Kyiv: Russia and Ukraine
have accused each other of
violating separate ceasefires
declared by each side to
cover the celebrations of the
Soviet Union's victory over
Nazi Germany. The Russian
defence ministry reported
more than 1,000 violations in
the conflict zone, while
Moscow's mayor said the city
had been targeted by drones
since the ceasefire began at
midnight local time (21:00
GMT Thursday). Ukraine
also said Russia had contin-
ued to strike its positions
since that time. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
announced a ceasefire for 8-9
May ahead of Victory Day
celebrations on Saturday.
Kyiv had earlier called for an
indefinite truce, starting 6
May. Russia has warned
Ukraine not to try to attack
the Victory Day parade in
Red Square. Its defence min-
istry has threatened to
launch a "retaliatory, mas-
sive missile strike" on the
centre of Kyiv if Moscow is
attacked. It has warned for-

eign diplomats to leave the
Ukrainian capital ahead of 9
May. For the first time in
nearly two decades there will
be no military hardware at
the parade, while the
Russian capital is on high
alert over the fears that
Ukraine could try to disrupt
the events. Residents of
Moscow and St Petersburg
have also been warned their
mobile internet access will
be limited for security rea-
sons.  The celebrations used
to bring large numbers of for-
eign guests to Moscow, but
this time only the leaders of
Belarus, Malaysia and Laos,
and a few other dignitaries,
will attend. In a post on
Telegram on Friday morn-
ing, the Russian defence
ministry said there had been
1,365 violations of the cease-
fire, including 153 artillery
strikes and 887 drone strikes
in the conflict zone. It said
Ukraine was also continuing
to strike civilian targets in
border areas of the Kursk
and Belgorod regions, close
to the conflict zone. Russian
armed forces provided a

"mirror response" to the vio-
lations, the ministry added.
Meanwhile Moscow Mayor
Sergey Sobyanin said some
20 drones had been downed
near the city in just the first
two hours of the ceasefire.
Ukrainian strikes were also
reported on industrial sites
in the Perm and Yaroslavl
regions, as well as sites in the
Rostov region and the
Chechen capital Grozny.
Thirteen airports in south-

ern Russia also suspended
operations after a drone
attack. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky posted
on Telegram that there had
been more than 140 attacks
on Ukrainian positions in
the first few hours of the
truce, and more than 850
drone strikes. "All of this
clearly indicates that there
was not even a simulated
attempt from the Russian
side to cease fire at the front,"

he said. "Just like in the
results of the past day,
Ukraine will act in kind
today." On Thursday
Ukraine accused Russia of
breaching Kyiv's unilateral
ceasefire, launching drone
attacks, including on a
kindergarten in Sumy
region. Two people were
killed in that attack,
although no children were
present at the time. The war
of words over ceasefires
came after European
Council President António
Costa said he thought there
was "potential" for the EU to
negotiate with Russia over
ending the war, and said
they had Zelensky's backing
to do so. "I'm talking with the
[EU's] 27 national leaders to
see the best way to organise
ourselves and to identify
what we need effectively to
discuss with Russia when it
comes to the right moment to
do this," he said in an inter-
view with the Financial
Times on Thursday. "We
cannot change the geogra-
phy. We are in Europe, we
are neighbours of Russia,

and of course we need to talk
with them about the future of
the security architecture of
Europe," he added. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
responded that Russia was
ready for dialogue but "will
not initiate such contacts
ourselves". The US has medi-
ated several rounds of talks
between Russia and Ukraine
but so far without any break-
through, and there are con-
cerns that Washington is
now distracted by the war in
the Middle East. Speaking on
a visit to Italy on Friday,
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said the US was still
prepared to mediate but did
not want to waste time if
progress was not being
made. Zelensky said he
expected US envoys to come
to Kyiv in the next few
weeks. Separately Ukrainian
emergency personnel are
battling a huge wildfire in
the exclusion zone at
Chornobyl, known at the
time of the nuclear disaster
in the former Soviet Union
by its Russian name,
Chernobyl. 

AGENCY
Tehran: Iran's Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi has
accused the US of opting for a
"reckless military adventure"
every time a "diplomatic solu-
tion is on the table". Iranians
would "never bow to pres-
sure", Araghchi said in a post
on X, a day after both sides
accused each other of launch-
ing attacks in the Strait of
Hormuz and as the US fired
on more Iranian vessels. "Is it
a crude pressure tactic?," his
Iranian counterpart asked.
"Or the result of a spoiler once
again duping POTUS [US
President Donald Trump]
into another quagmire?"
Despite the clashes, Trump
said the ceasefire was intact.
It is meant to enable talks to
end the war that the US and
Israel launched in February.
Iran is expected to respond to
US proposals on Friday,

according to US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. "I hope it's
a serious offer, I really do,"
Rubio said during a visit to
Italy. Iran has been control-
ling the Strait of Hormuz as
well as attacking US allies in
the Gulf in retaliation for the
US and Israeli attacks. Some
20% of the world's oil and liq-
uefied natural gas uses the
crucial waterway whose
blockage has send prices
soaring. Early this week,

Trump launched - and then
paused - a US military opera-
tion to help free some 2,000
vessels which have been
stranded in the area since
February. The US is also
maintaining a naval blockade
of Iranian ports in order to
exert pressure on Tehran to
agree to the US terms - a move
that has angered Tehran. On
Friday, US Central
Command (Centcom) said US
forces had disabled two

Iranian-flagged unladen oil
tankers attempting to pull
into an Iranian port on the
Gulf of Oman "in violation of
the ongoing US blockade". US
forces had fired "precision
munitions into their smoke-
stacks, preventing the non-
compliant ships from enter-
ing Iran," the statement said.
The new attack followed
Thursday's exchanges in the
Strait of Hormuz, which both
sides blamed on each other.
Centcom accused Iran of
launching missiles, drones
and small boats against three
of its warships, in what it
called an "unprovoked
attack". Iran's top military
command, meanwhile,
alleged the US had targeted
an Iranian oil tanker and
another vessel approaching
the Strait of Hormuz and car-
ried out "aerial attacks" on
several coastal areas.

AGENCY
Washington: Hollywood star
Rebel Wilson has been
accused of making a "com-
plete revision of history" in a
defamation case brought
against her by a young
Australian actress. Charlotte
MacInnes, who stars in
Wilson's film The Deb, is
suing the Bridesmaids actress
for harming her reputation in
Instagram posts in 2024 and
2025. Wilson accused
MacInnes of retracting a com-
plaint of sexual harassment
by a film producer in
exchange for professional
favours. MacInnes denies
making the complaint. Over
three weeks, the court has
heard claims that Wilson
ordered a smear website to

target the producer, some-
thing she denies, and of
MacInnes scoring a major
record deal months after shar-
ing a bath with the producer.
The incident at the centre of
the case happened in
September 2023, when
MacInnes - who graduated
from the Western Australian

Academy of Performing Arts
(Waapa) in 2021 - went for a
swim at Bondi Beach with
Amanda Ghost, a producer on
Wilson's film. Ghost had an
allergic reaction to the cold
water, breaking out in red
welts and shaking uncontrol-
lably, the court heard, so the
pair went back to Ghost's lux-

ury beachside apartment
rental to warm up. Ghost
jumped into a shower while
MacInnes ran a bath for her.
MacInnes got into the bath to
warm up, and Ghost joined
her shortly after, with both
wearing swimsuits. Ghost's
assistant brought hot drinks
for the two women while they
were in the bath and sat with
them briefly. According to
Wilson's affidavit, MacInnes
the next day told her that
"Amanda asked me to have a
bath and shower with her and
it made me feel uncomfort-
able". "I was shocked by this,"
Wilson's statement detailed.
In it she said she was "very
troubled by the idea that
something untoward or sexu-
al had happened".

AAGENCY
Washington: The White
House has called Star Wars
actor Mark Hamill "one
sick individual" after he
posted ?an AI-generated
image of US President
Donald Trump in a ?shal-
low grave, alongside the
caption "if only". The
image, posted on Hamill's
Bluesky account, showed
Trump lying with his eyes
shut, ?next to a headstone
with the inscription
"Donald J. Trump 1946-
2024". Hamill, who played
Luke Skywalker in the
original Star Wars films
from 1977 onwards, later
deleted the post and apolo-
gised. "Actually, I was
wishing him the opposite of
dead, but apologize if you
found the image inappro-
priate," he wrote. BBC
News has asked the actor's
representatives for a com-
ment on the White House
remarks about him. In the
now-deleted X post, Hamill -
who has also voiced the
Joker character in various
DC Comics projects - wrote
that Trump "should live
long ?enough to witness his
inevitable devastating loss
in the midterms, be held
accountable for his
unprecedented corruption,

impeached, convicted &
humiliated for his count-
less crimes. Long enough to
?realize he'll be disgraced
in the history books,
forevermore." The White
House press team respond-
ed on the same platform,
calling Hamill "one sick
individual". "These Radical
Left lunatics ?just ?can't
help themselves," they
replied. "This kind of rheto-
ric is exactly what has
inspired three assassina-
tion attempts in two years
against our President."
Last month, a man fired ?a
shotgun outside the White
House Correspondents'
Dinner in ?Washington, in
what ?the authorities have
said was an attempt to
assassinate Trump.
Following the shooting,
Melania Trump and other
US officials demanded that
comedian and TV chat
show host Jimmy Kimmel
be sacked by ABC after he
joked on-air, in a parody
sketch days before the
shooting, that the first lady
had a "glow like an expec-
tant widow". Mrs Trump
said Kimmel's "hateful and
violent rhetoric" was
intended to divide the US,
adding: "It is time for ABC
to take a stand. 

AGENCY
Washington: Health author-
ities across the globe are
racing to trace dozens of
people who disembarked
from a cruise ship before an
outbreak of hantavirus was
detected, and anyone who
has come into close contact
with them since. Five cases
have now been confirmed,
including three deaths, fol-
lowing an outbreak on the
Dutch vessel MV Hondius,
the World Health
Organization has said. The
UN health agency also said
the outbreak is not the start
of pandemic like Covid six
years ago, because this han-
tavirus strain spreads
through "close, intimate
contact". 
But given the incubation
period of this disease -
which can be up to six
weeks - it is possible more
cases may be reported, the
WHO said. About 150 pas-
sengers and crew from 28
countries are reported to
have initially been aboard
the vessel, but dozens got off
on the island of St Helena
on 24 April. The luxury
cruise, operated by
Oceanwide Expeditions,
began its journey on 1 April
in Ushuaia, Argentina, and
is expected to arrive in
Spain's Canary Islands on

10 May. Hantavirus typical-
ly spreads from rodents,
with people infected by
breathing in air contami-
nated with virus particles
from rodent urine, drop-
pings, or saliva. Rare
instances of human trans-
mission have been docu-
mented with the Andes
strain, which is behind this
outbreak. It is the first
known transmission of the
virus on a boat, the WHO
said on Thursday. The
WHO is in touch with offi-
cials in at least 12 countries
who are monitoring citi-
zens that returned home.
Those countries include
Canada, Denmark,
Germany, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Singapore,
Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, the United
Kingdom and the United
States. One expert told the
BBC the outbreak response
has been "highly chaotic
and uncoordinated" but
there was little general risk
to the public. Here is what
we know about the coun-
tries affected so far: Seven
Brits disembarked the MV
Hondius in St Helena on 24
April before the first con-
firmed case of hantavirus
was reported on 4 May,
with four remaining there. 

AGENCY
Indonesia: Three people
hiking on Indonesia's
Mount Dukono have died
after the volcano erupted
on Friday morning. Videos
and pictures of the eruption
show the volcano, located
on North Maluku island,
spewing a column of ash
stretching 10km (six miles)
into the sky. The three vic-
tims were part of a group of
20 Singaporeans and
Indonesians hiking on the
mountain despite restric-

tions. The rest of the group
was eventually located by
rescuers and evacuated
from the mountain. The
volcano has erupted more
than 200 times since last
March. Officials had previ-
ously issued warnings
against climbing the moun-
tain due to safety concerns.
The latest eruption took
place at 07:41 local time
(22:41 GMT Thursday),
when there were several
people on the mountain on
early morning hikes. 

AGENCY
Canada:  A cyber attack
hit several universities
and schools in the US,
Canada and Australia,
causing chaos, confusion
and major disruptions
amid the high stakes end-
of-year season. The hack-
ing group ShinyHunters
reportedly claimed
responsibility for the
attack, which caused the
academic software Canvas
used by thousands of
schools and universities
to go offline this week. By
late Thursday, the compa-
ny Instructure, which
owns Canvas, posted an
update on its website say-
ing that Canvas was

"available for most users",
but some universities
were still reporting out-
ages on Friday. The cyber
attacks targeted universi-
ties and schools across the
globe, affecting an esti-
mated 9,000 institutions.
The University of Sydney
told students on Friday
"Canvas was unavailable"
and instructed students
not to attempt to log in.
"We are one of approxi-
mately 9000 institutions
around the world that are
impacted by this outage,
and we are still waiting
for advice from
Instructure," the universi-
ty wrote in an announce-
ment on its website. 

AGENCY
London:  A third British
national has suspected han-
tavirus in connection with an
outbreak on board the cruise
ship MV Hondius, the govern-
ment has said. The patient is
currently on the remote
Atlantic island of Tristan da
Cunha, where the ship
stopped in mid-April. Two
other British men have con-
firmed cases - one remains in
a stable condition in the
Netherlands after being evac-
uated from the ship on
Wednesday, while the other
remains in intensive care
after being flown to South
Africa last month. Five cases
of hantavirus have been con-
firmed, including one of the
three passengers on the
cruise who died. The MV
Hondius is expected to dock

in the Canary Islands at the
weekend, where the govern-
ment has confirmed it will be
met by a chartered plane to
fly the remaining British pas-
sengers and crew on the
cruise ship back to the UK.
Although none of the remain-
ing Britons are currently dis-
playing symptoms, they will
be asked to isolate upon their
return home. British national

Martin Anstee, a 56-year-old
retired police officer and an
expedition guide on board the
MV Hondius, was evacuated
to the Netherlands on
Wednesday alongside a 41-
year-old Dutch crew member
and a 65-year-old German. He
remains in a stable condition
and told the BBC that he was
"fine" Another British pas-
senger, 69, has a confirmed

case and was medically evac-
uated to South Africa at the
end of April. He remains in
intensive care and has been
said by officials to be "doing
better". Two other British
nationals are already self-iso-
lating at home in the UK
after potential exposure.
They are doing so voluntari-
ly and do not have any symp-
toms. They were part of a
group of 30 people from a
dozen nations - including
seven Britons - who disem-
barked from the ship at St
Helena in the south Atlantic
on 24 April, according to
operator Oceanwide
Expeditions. The operator
said the first confirmed case
of hantavirus was not report-
ed until 4 May and that all
guests who disembarked the
ship had been contacted. 

AGENCY
South African opposition
leader Julius Malema has
called on President Cyril
Ramaphosa to resign after
the Constitutional Court
ruled that parliament had
violated the constitution
by blocking moves to
impeach him in 2022. The
judgement follows a legal
challenge by Malema's
Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) and others,
and could result in fresh
impeachment proceed-
ings. Ramaphosa's office
said he respects the judge-
ment. In 2022, an independ-
ent panel said Ramaphosa
may have a case to answer
after burglars stole
$580,000 (£430,000) in cash,
hidden in a sofa, from his
rural home. The theft led
to allegations that he had

not accounted for where
the cash had come from.
The president denied
wrongdoing. But impeach-
ment proceedings were
blocked four years ago in a
parliamentary vote. At
that time Ramaphosa's
African National Congress
(ANC) had a majority in
parliament, but since the
2024 general election the
ANC has been governing
in a coalition. 
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AAGENCY
Mumbai: For the third
straight year, the New York
Jets have tried their luck in
a desperate bid to find a
winning formula for their
struggling offense. And
while it may seem like the
same story year after year,
this time around, they chose
an offensive mind with one
of the most extensive
resumes in the game, veter-
an head coach Frank Reich.
Frank Reich, 64, had all the
reasons in the world to
avoid yet another NFL
reconstruction project. But
instead, he admitted his
desire to face a new chal-
lenge head-on was the very
reason he decided to take on
the New York Jets' problem-
atic offense as its new coor-
dinator. Coming off multi-
ple seasons of instability,

underperforming quarter-
backs, and frequent changes
to the coaching staff, the
Jets hope Reich is finally
the man to fix it. Frank
Reich Takes On Big
Challenge Of Building New
York Jets' Offense Frank
Reich's hiring follows a dis-
appointing offensive cam-
paign from the Jets, once
again ranking among the
lowest-scoring teams in the

NFL. In the past 16 years,
the organization has had 12
different coordinators in
charge of the offense, giving
them a well-deserved repu-
tation for being one of the
most challenging franchises
to work with as an offensive
coach or quarterback. Yet
Reich seems excited rather
than intimidated by the
challenge. Geno Smith and
Frank Reich May Be New

York Jets' Most Crucial
Pairing In NFL History The
New York Jets now wel-
come veteran quarterback
Geno Smith to the starting
roster following an eventful
stint with the Las Vegas
Raiders. As a former coach
of the Indianapolis Colts
and Carolina Panthers,
Reich mentioned recently
how difficult circumstances
have motivated him ever
since his playing days in
football. “It just reminded
me of my love for the game,
for the sport, for the purity
of just coaching, being out
on the field with the guys,”
he shared. This was proven
in his career too, as he led
two significant comebacks
during his time as the quar-
terback of the Maryland
Terrapins and the Buffalo
Bills in the NFL playoffs. 

AGENCY
London:  John McGinn
scored twice as Aston
Villa routed Nottingham
Forest 4-0 in the Europa
League on Thursday to
reach their first major
European final in 44
years. McGinn's second-
half goals were almost
identical left-footed shots
from the edge of the area
to cap a dominant display
at Villa Park in the sec-
ond leg of the all-English
semifinal to the delight of
roaring fans, including
Prince William, who
joined in singing “Sweet
Caroline” after the final
whistle. Villa advanced 4-
1 on aggregate and will
face German club
Freiburg in the May 20
final in Istanbul.
Freiburg beat 10-man
Braga 3-1 on Thursday to
advance 4-3 on aggregate.
It's Villa's first major

European final since it
triumphed over Bayern
Munich in the European
Cup in 1982. Villa coach
Unai Emery has won the
Europa League title four
times — three with
Sevilla and one with
Villarreal. Emiliano
Buendia was involved in
the opening two goals.
The midfielder left behind
several defenders on the
left side of the area and
sent a low cross for Ollie
Watkins to tap in the
opener in the 36th
minute. Watkins scored
just minutes after he got
his head bandaged from a
cut sustained in a clash of
heads with Forest defend-
er Morato. Buendia added
the second goal from the
penalty spot in the 58th
minute. McGinn made it
3-0 on the night in the 77th
and doubled his tally
three minutes later.

AGENCY
Texas: The mood around the
Los Angeles Lakers is start-
ing to change as Luka
Doncic's injury recovery
becomes a bigger concern
with every passing game.
What initially looked like a
short playoff setback is now
threatening to seriously dam-
age the Lakers' postseason
hopes against the Oklahoma
City Thunder. As pressure
builds in the Western
Conference semi-finals, Los
Angeles may now have to
prepare for the possibility of
spending most, if not all, of
the series without one of the
NBA's most important play-
ers. That concern grew
stronger after Doncic shared
the clearest update yet on his
hamstring injury. The

Slovenian guard revealed
doctors originally told him
the recovery process could
take around eight weeks
after scans confirmed the
Grade 2 strain. Doncic spoke
publicly for the first time
since suffering the injury and
admitted the original med-
ical timeline was never short-

term. “The moment the day I
did the MRI on the ham-
string, the doctor told me
eight weeks at the begin-
ning,” Doncic said. “I'm doing
everything I can in the
process, and I think we're on a
good way. But at the begin-
ning, he told me eight weeks.”
That timeline creates a huge

challenge for the Lakers.
Even if the series reaches
Game 7, it would still arrive
before the full recovery win-
dow is complete. Doncic said
he has returned to running
and on-court workouts, but
he still has not been cleared
for contact drills. Los Angeles
Lakers trying to survive long
enough for Luka Doncic
return The Lakers star also
travelled to Spain for spe-
cialised platelet-rich plasma
treatment as part of his recov-
ery process. Doncic explained
why he trusted the medical
work there. “Everybody
knows that Spain, they are
just one of the best countries
to do that,” said Doncic, who
began his professional career
with Real Madrid before
entering the NBA.

AGENCY

Oklahoma:
Pressure is

rapidly build-
ing around the

Los Angeles
Lakers after anoth-

er difficult night
against the

Oklahoma City
Thunder, but even

in defeat, LeBron James
managed to add another
chapter to a postseason
career unlike anything the
NBA has ever seen. As ques-
tions continue growing
around the Lakers' title

hopes and ability to keep
pace with Oklahoma City's
speed and depth, James qui-
etly crossed a milestone that
may never be matched again.
The 41-year-old officially
became the first player in
league history to appear in
300 NBA playoff games. The
achievement arrived during
Los Angeles' 125-107 loss in
Game 2 of the Western
Conference semi-finals, a
result that pushed the Lakers
into a worrying 0-2 hole
before the series heads back
to California.  LeBron James
reaches historic NBA playoff
milestone in Lakers loss
What makes the record even

more remarkable is the dis-
tance between James and the
rest of basketball history.
Former Lakers guard Derek
Fisher remains second all-
time with 259 playoff appear-
ances, while legends such as
Tim Duncan, Robert Horry
and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
complete the top five.
James reached the mark dur-
ing his 23rd NBA season, con-
tinuing a level of longevity
the league has rarely wit-
nessed. Across more than
two decades, he has carried
three separate franchises
deep into the postseason
while missing the playoffs
only four times in his career.

Even at 41, his production
has barely dropped. The four-
time NBA champion aver-
aged 20.9 points, 6.1
rebounds, 7.4 assists and 1.2
steals this season, numbers
that still place him among the
NBA's elite players despite
constant discussions about
retirement, roster changes
and the Lakers' long-term
future. Against Oklahoma
City, James finished with 23
points, six assists and three
steals in 38 minutes. He also
appeared to be dealing with
physical discomfort after tak-
ing several hard falls, at
times grabbing his right hip
and wrist during play.

Oklahoma City Thunder
Push Lakers to Brink Despite
LeBron James' Big Night The
individual milestone offered
little relief for Los Angeles
once the final buzzer sound-
ed. Oklahoma City again
looked younger, quicker and
far more comfortable dictat-
ing the pace of the series,
leaving the Lakers searching
for answers before Game 3.
The Thunder's defensive
pressure repeatedly disrupt-
ed the Lakers' half-court
offence, while their transi-
tion play exposed deeper ros-
ter concerns that continue
hovering around Los Angeles
during this postseason push. 

AGENCY
A Copa Libertadores match
between hosts Independiente
Medellin of Colombia and
defending champions
Flamengo of Brazil was aban-

d o n e d

Thursday after home fans set
off flares
and lit
fires
i n

the

stands. In just the latest
instance of serious crowd
trouble in South American
football, the referee ordered
the players off the field at
Atanasio Girardot stadium in
Medellin shortly after kick-
off. After about 50 minutes,
authorities ordered the evac-
uation of spectators, and
regional body CONMEBOL
subsequently announced

that the Group A encounter
had been called off. 

NBA Legend LeBron James' Historic 300-
Game Playoff Mark Overshadowed As

Oklahoma City Thunder Push Lakers To Brink

AGENCY
France: Max Verstappen
delivered an exceptional
performance at a rain-
soaked Fuji Speedway in
Japan, driving a GT500 car
for the first time and beat-
ing the lap time of experi-
enced Japanese Super GT
driver Atsushi Miyake in
only two laps. The per-
formance comes ahead of
his debut at the ADAC
RAVENOL 24h
Nurburgring - widely
regarded as the world's
toughest endurance race -
taking place from May 14-
17. The action was cap-
tured in a Red Bull
Motorsports YouTube
video hosted by Jeremiah
Burton of BigTime. It is
now available to watch.
Here is all you need to
know: - Four-time F1 world
champion Verstappen has
enjoyed racing in different
cars throughout his career
and built a reputation for
versatility, quickly adapt-
ing to unfamiliar machin-
ery and delivering strong

performances across mul-
tiple disciplines and condi-
tions. - This time, he took
on a new challenge - brav-
ing the wet and unpre-
dictable conditions at the
iconic Fuji Speedway in a
GT500 car he had never
driven, to beat the lap time
of professional Super GT
driver Miyake. GT300 cars
compete in the lower-tier
class of Japan's premier
Super GT series, but
instead the two drivers

took to the the elite GT500
machine, producing
around 650 horsepower
and significantly higher
aerodynamic downforce
around the famous circuit.
- Miyake, a former Fuji
winner, who made his pro-
fessional debut in 2020 and
stepped up to Japan's top
SUPER GT category in
2024, finishing third in the
GT500 standings, was the
first to head out onto the
slick circuit. 

AGENCY
Czech Republic: The rider
killed in an accident at the
North West 200 on Thursday
has been named as Kamil
Holan, from the Czech
Republic. The crash occurred
at Station Corner in the open-
ing Superbike qualifying ses-
sion on Thursday morning in
Northern Ireland. Holan, 48,
is the first fatality at the
North West 200 since Malachi
Mitchell-Thomas was killed
in a Supertwins race in 2016,
and he is the 20th to lose their
life in the 97-year history of
the event. Hefty74, Holan's
team, led tributes to the
Czech rider, saying "above all
he was a wonderful friend
and a man of great charac-
ter". "Kamil, you were an
inspiration, support and a
partner in life and on the
track. Your humility, passion

and smile will be missed
every second," Hefty74 posted
on Facebook. "Your legacy
will live on in Hefty74 and in
our hearts. We express our
deepest and most sincere con-
dolences to his entire family
and all his loved ones". One of
a number of international
riders competing at the road
race in Northern Ireland,
Holan, who lived in Prague,
first raced at the North West

200 in 2022. His most notable
victory came at the Manx
Grand Prix in 2012, when he
won the Newcomers 'A' race
to become the first rider from
the Czech Republic to win at
the event. Holan also raced at
the Isle of Man TT and had a
best finish of 20th in the 2018
Superbike race, was a regu-
lar in European road racing
and a multiple race winner in
his native Czech Republic. 

IPL 2026: DELHI CAPITALS SETS A TARGET
OF 142/8 FOR KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

LUKA DONCIC INJURY UPDATE:
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MEGA GIRL BLOOMS
IN SOFT LEHENGA

s content creators and
m a i n s t r e a m
Hollywood continue

to intersect in the age
of social media, Robert
Downey Jr. doesn’t think
influencers should be declared
the “stars of the future.” The
Oscar winner recently sat
down for an interview on the
Conversations for our
Daughters podcast, where he
compared modern-day influ-
encers with creatives who
actually “want to build some-
thing” meaningful.
“It was also a time when in the
late ’70s, early ’80s, dangerous
though it was, there was this
sense that the competition
wasn’t so stiff that you should-
n’t even bother trying,”
Downey Jr. explained.
“Whereas nowadays, people
can create a celebrity without

ever doing much besides
rolling a phone on themselves.
I don’t look at that as a nega-
tive thing. I just look at it as
more like the challenge for
individuation is being upped.”
The Avengers: Doomsday
star continued,
“Hopefully the
grosser part of the
youth of — let’s
just call it
America for
locality’s sake —
is gonna say,
‘Yeah, but that’s
not my thing. I
want to go do some-
thing, I’m going to
make something, I want
to build something, I want to
educate myself and I want to
have more inputs,’ so whatev-
er my output is, it isn’t just a
self-aggrandizing kind of influ-

encer-type thing.” “When I
hear people talk about, ‘Oh,
the stars of the future are
going to be influencers,’ I go, ‘I
don’t know what world you’re

living in, but I
think that

that is

a b s o l u t e
horseshit,'” he added.

As someone who boasts more
than 58 million followers on
Instagram alone, Downey Jr.

was also asked for his perspec-
tive on when an influencer is
about novelty, as well as what
contribution influencers can
make to the lives of their mil-
lions of followers. “My now 13-
year-old son, he kinda got
caught up in this whole influ-
encer thing, and next thing
you know, it’s like, ‘Hey, if you
like the way I’m playing this
video game, do you wanna
send me a donation?’ And real-
ly, it becomes a religion,” the
Iron Man actor said. “So
there’s something about the
influencers today that are
almost like the Evangelical
hucksters of the information
age. At the same token, it’s
different because we’re play-
ing in this new territory and
so it’s a little bit of a frontier
and I don’t really have a judg-
ment on it. 

Robert Downey Jr. Says Declaring Influencers
the “Stars of the Future” Is “Absolute Horsesh
A

As
content creators
and mainstream

Hollywood continue to
intersect in the age of
social media, Robert

Downey Jr. doesn’t think
influencers should be
declared the “stars of

the future.

SStory: Hyderabad is shaken
by a series of brutal mur-
ders that leave the entire
city in fear. What makes
these killings more terrify-
ing is that the murderer
stages every crime scene to
resemble fam ous paintings
by legendary artists. ACP
Krishna (Sambit Acharya)
takes charge of the investi-
gation, while journalist
Radha (Jo Sharma) inde-
pendently tries to uncover
the truth. As mysterious
clues and voice messages
continue to challenge the
police, shocking secrets con-
nected to art and the contro-
versial book “M4M” slowly

come to light.

Analysis:
M4M stands out because of
its fresh and unusual con-
cept. The idea of linking
murders with famous paint-
ings gives the film a unique
identity and keeps the audi-
ence curious throughout.
Director Mohan Vadlapatla
maintains suspense effec-
tively with a gripping
screenplay and several
unexpected twists. The
investigation scenes are
engaging and the climax
reveals are handled well.
Sambit Acharya delivers a
sincere performance as ACP

Krishna and fits perfectly
into the role of a determined
police officer. Jo Sharma is
one of the major highlights
of the film. She performs
confidently as Radha and
brings both glamour and
emotional depth to her char-
acter. Her scenes add
strength to the narrative
and keep the audience
invested. The background
score and the song “Who is
the Killer” further elevate
the suspense-filled atmos-
phere. Overall, M4M works
as an engaging murder mys-
tery thriller that offers a
fresh cinematic experience
for suspense lovers.

he raw and rustic
e n t e r t a i n e r
Anakapalli is being
produced by

Kandregula Naidu and
Thrinadha Rao Nakkina
under the banners of
Bhavya Sri Movie Makers
and Nakkina Narratives.
Directed by Khagesh
Tammineni, the film stars
Vikram Sahidev and
Sandhya Vasishta in the
lead roles, while Kandregula
Kumar Raja serves as the co-
producer. Apart from pro-
viding the story and screen-
play, Thrinadha Rao
Nakkina also plays an
important role in the film.
The teaser and previously
released songs have already
raised strong expectations
among audiences. The mak-
ers have now unveiled a siz-
zling mass song titled

“Labbaru Bomma.” The
energetic item song is
packed with vibrant visuals
and catchy beats. Tarak
Ponnappa impresses with
his electrifying dance moves,
while Nandini Rai captivates
with her glamorous pres-
ence. The entertaining lyrics
penned by Rambabu Gosala,
combined with the addictive
tune composed by Devzand,
make the song instantly
appealing. Vocals by Sri
Krishna and Sahithi
Chaganti add further charm
to the track. Choreographed
by Yash Master, the song
stands out as a complete
mass entertainer. Earlier,
the song “Ammoru
Diginadhi” became a trend-
ing hit on YouTube, and now
“Labbaru Bomma” is also
expected to emerge as a
chartbuster.

ven before arriving
in theatres, Mega
Power Star Ram
Charan’s highly

anticipated rural sports
saga Peddi, directed by
Buchi Babu Sana, has
begun creating waves.
Advance bookings in
North America have
erupted into a storm, with
the film breaching the
$100K mark within just
four hours of sales going
live. This makes it an all-
time record for an Indian
film in terms of ticket
sales within 24 hours. For
a film that hasn’t even
unveiled its trailer yet,
this blistering start is
nothing short of sensa-
tional. The pre-sales
reflect both the massive
trust in Ram Charan’s
star power and the
intrigue surrounding
Buchi Babu Sana’s dis-
tinct storytelling.

North American
distribution is being han-
dled by Prathyangira
Cinemas, and their
release strategy is noth-
ing short of ambitious.
Along with North
America, the movie will
also be released in Sri
Lanka, Australia,
Singapore, and several
other countries.
Interestingly, Peddi has
sparked extraordinary
curiosity with its limited
promotional material.
Only two songs, two
glimpses, and a handful of
striking posters have
been released so far, yet
each drop has received an
overwhelming response.

The aesthetic, the mood,
the raw rural intensity,
and Charan’s rugged
makeover have together
created a powerful wave
of excitement among audi-
ences.
The upcoming theatrical
trailer, which the team
has already locked, is
expected to take the hype

to an entirely new level.
Produced by Venkata
Satish Kilaru under the
Vriddhi Cinemas banner,
in association with
Mythri Movie Makers and
Sukumar Writings, Peddi
is set for a massive Pan-
India release on June 4th,
with premiere shows
scheduled on June 3rd.

hraddha Das may
not have a big
release on hand

right now but she is
absolutely refusing to
slow down on the glam-
our front. The actress
dropped these stunning
new pictures and honest-
ly they are doing all the
talking. No film
announcement needed
when you are looking
this good.
The look is all about that
gorgeous beige lace-up
corset midi dress against
a rich green velvet sofa
backdrop. The contrast
between the warm nude

dress and the deep emer-
ald green background is
pure visual magic. The
lace-up detailing at the
front adds a bold, edgy
touch to what could have
been a simple outfit.
Shraddha’s poses tell
two completely different
stories, one brooding
and distant, one soft and
sensual with eyes closed
and hand through hair.
Heavy eye makeup,
glossy lips, and flowing
highlights complete this
effortlessly fierce look.
Shraddha Das is clearly
in her most confident
era yet. 

he Met Gala 2026
may be over, but it
continues to domi-
nate headlines, espe-

cially because of the grand
fashion statements made
by Indian celebrities.
Among them, billionaire
businesswoman Isha
Ambani grabbed massive
attention with her stun-
ning appearance on one of
the world’s biggest fashion
nights. From her dazzling
diamonds to the royal
Nizam sarpech styled with
her outfit, every detail of
her look became a talking
point online. However, one
unique accessory from her
look especially caught
everyone’s attention was
the “mango” she carried

while walking the red car-
pet.

IIsha Ambani’s viral
‘Mango’ purse
At the Met Gala 2026, Isha
Ambani wore a custom
ensemble by designer
Gaurav Gupta inspired by
Raja Ravi Varma’s iconic
painting Padmini. While
the outfit itself was breath-
taking, it was her unusual
mango-shaped accessory
that left the internet curi-
ous. What many initially
believed to be a real
mango was actually a
hyper-realistic steel sculp-
ture created by renowned
Indian artist Subodh
Gupta from his famous
Aam Aadmi series.
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