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Four cheetah
cubs die in Kuno

Sheopur (TSIT):
Four cheetah cubs born to female
cheetah KGP-12 were found dead
at Kuno National Park in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sheopur on Tuesday
morning, in a sethack for India’s
cheetah reintroduction project.
Forest officials suspect the cubs
may have been killed by a wild
predator. The cubs, born on April
11, were about one month old. A
monitoring team discovered their
bodies near
the den site
during routine
tracking in the
Sheopur forest
area, the Cheetah Field Director at
Kuno said while confirming the
report. It stated that the same
team had seen all four cubs alive
on Monday evening, making the
deaths sudden. The Field Director
of Project Cheetah, in an official
statement on Tuesday, said the
cubs’ bodies were partially eaten,
which suggests an attack by a car-
nivorous animal.

Gold and silver prices
gain up to 1 pc

Mumbai (TSIT):
Gold and silver prices traded higher on
Tuesday, with both precious metals wit-
nessing gains of up to 1 per cent amid ris-
ing global uncertainty.On the Multi
Commodity Exchange (MCX), gold futures
(June 5) opened at Rs 1,53,999 per 10
grams, up Rs 336 or 0.22 per cent from the
previous close of Rs 1,53,663.At around
10:25 am, gold was trading at Rs 1,53,808,
higher by Rs 145 or 0.09
per cent. The yellow
metal touched an intra-
day high of Rs 1,54,243,
up Rs 580 or 0.37 per
cent, while the intraday
low stood at Rs 1,53,771, higher by Rs 108
or 0.07 per cent.On the other hand, silver
futures (July 3) opened at Rs 2,80,229 per
kg on MCX, rising Rs 1,988 or 0.70 per cent
from the previous close of Rs 2,78,311.The
white metal touched an intraday high of Rs
2,82,755, up Rs 4,444 or 1.6 per cent. It also
touched an intraday low of Rs 2,79,244,
higher by Rs 933 or 0.33 per cent.
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GCM Revanth Reddy orders
mission-mode crop procurement

Collectors directed to complete paddy and maize procurement by May-end; strict action warned
against negligence, transport delays and irregularities in procurement centres.

HYDERABAD
TSIT BUREAU:

A.Revanth Reddy directed
District Collectors to expedite
paddy and maize procure-
ment operations across
Telangana and complete the
entire process in mission
mode by the end of May.
Chief Minister held a video
conference with District
Collectors and reviewed the
ongoing procurement opera-
tions, difficulties faced in var-
jous districts, transportation
arrangements, storage facili-
ties and the impact of unsea-
sonal rains on farmers.
During the review, the
Chief Minister warned offi-
cials that negligence in pro-

curement operations would
not be tolerated under any
circumstances. He instructed
Collectors to personally moni-
tor procurement centres, con-
duct field visits regularly and
ensure that farmers do not
face inconvenience.

The CM reviewed the short-
age of gunny bags and hama-
lis and directed officials to
ensure adequate supply of
bags and speedy transporta-
tion of procured grain to
warehouses without delay.

Taking serious note of
transportation issues,
Revanth Reddy warned that
strict action, including crimi-
nal proceedings, would be ini-
tiated against contractors fail-
ing to provide sufficient lor-

Akhilesh slams BJP over
economy & austerity call

PRAYAGRAJ (UP):

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
called the BJP a “threat” to the
country’s economy, and
claimed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent appeal
to people for austerity reflected
the ruling party’s “decline”.

Addressing mediapersons
here, Yadav said the BJP-led
government at the Centre has
“ruined” the economy despite
making tall claims over the
years.

“The BJP is a threat to the
country’s economy. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent appeal to people
reflected the ruling party’s
decline. The BJP has been in

power at the Centre for 12
years. Why has the economy
weakened and gone off track?
Why is the government hav-
ing to make such appeals to
people?” he asked.

ries as per agreements. He
instructed Transport
Department officials to
arrange additional vehicles,
including tractors and other
locally available transport
vehicles, to avoid delays.

The Chief Minister made it
clear that District Collectors
would be held directly respon-
sible for ensuring smooth pro-
curement operations and
advised them to seek police
assistance wherever neces-
sary.To strengthen monitor-
ing, the CM ordered the
appointment of a dedicated
officer at every IKP procure-
ment centre and rice mill to
resolve operational issues and
supervise loading activities
through adequate deployment

of hamalis. Chief Minister
also stressed the need for
transparency in procurement
and directed officials to
ensure that farmers receive
receipts immediately after
loading to prevent irregular
deductions in the name of
“talu” or “tarugu”.

Reviewing storage capaci-
ty, Revanth Reddy instructed
officials to create temporary
storage arrangements wher-
ever necessary by utilizing
Rythu Bazaars and function
halls until permanent ware-
house transportation is com-
pleted.

The CM also discussed the
impact of unseasonal rains
and instructed officials to for-
mulate a permanent action
plan to protect farmers from
weather-related losses.

He directed officials to pro-
vide adequate tarpaulins to
farmers and establish a sys-
tem for disseminating weath-
er forecasts to the farming
community. Chief Minister
suggested appointing desig-
nated Mandal-level officers to
alert farmers about weather
updates issued by the
Meteorological Department.

Revanth Reddy also
directed officials to prevent
transportation of paddy
from neighbouring states
into Telangana procure-
ment centres and instructed
Collectors to remain vigilant
in districts with high maize
production.
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Cong alleges ECI-BJP

nexus in Bengal appointments

New Delhi (TSIT)

The Congress on Tuesday
launched a sharp attack on the
BJPandtheElection Commission
of India over key appointments
in West Bengal, alleging “brazen
collusion” between the ruling
party and the poll body. Congress
general secretary in-charge com-
munications Jairam Ramesh

alleged that former Chief
Election Officer Manoj Agarwal
and senior bureaucrat Subrata
Gupta had been rewarded with
top posts in West Bengal after
allegedly helping the BJP gain
electoral advantage through
manipulation of electoral rolls.
In a post on social media plat-
form X, Ramesh claimed that
Manoj Agarwal, a 1990-batch IAS
officer who oversaw the 2026
West Bengal Assembly election
as the state’s Chief Election
Officer, had now been appointed
as the new Chief Secretary to the
Government of West Bengal. He
further alleged that Subrata
Gupta, also a 1990-batch IAS offi-
cer who served as Special Roll
Observer overseeing deletions
under the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
had been appointed Chief

Himanta Biswa Sarma sworn in as
Assam Chief Minister for second term

Bengaluru (TSIT) Himanta
Biswa Sarma was sworn in as
the Chief Minister of Assam
for a second consecutive term
on Tuesday after leading the

BJP-led NDA alliance to a mas-
sive victory in the Assam
Assembly elections.

Assam Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya administered
the oath of office and secrecy to
Sarma at a ceremony held at the
Veterinary Ground in
Guwahati. Four other ministers
representing NDA alliance part-
ners were also sworn in during
the event.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari, and Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal attended

the swearing-in ceremony along
with several NDA chief minis-
ters and senior BJP leaders.
Following the oath ceremony,
Prime Minister Modi congratu-
lated Sarma and praised his
administration, describing it as
a “great day for Assam.” Among
the ministers sworn in were
Rameswar Teli, Ajanta Neog,

Atul Bora, and Charan Boro.

After taking oath, Sarma
said he felt honoured to serve
the people of Assam again
and pledged that the NDA
government would continue
working for the welfare and
development of the state
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi.

CM Revanth at education
week celebrations

Hyderabad (TSIT

As part of the “Praja
Palana - Pragathi
Pranalika?”
Educational Week cele-
brations, Telangana
Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy visited
the student stalls set up
at LB Stadium and
interacted with stu-
dents who excelled dur-
ing the previous aca-
demic year.

The stalls, organised
by the Education
Department, showcased
various student projects,
innovative activities,
and academic achieve-
ments. The  Chief

Minister interacted with
the students, appreciated
their talent and efforts,
and enquired about their
projects and learning
experiences.

Along with ministers
and officials, Revanth
Reddy also inspected the

breakfast items being
served to students under
the government’s school
breakfast programme. He
reviewed the quality and
arrangements made
under the initiative aimed
at improving student
nutrition and wellbeing.

Adviser to West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.

“These appointments reflect
the brazen collusion and conniv-
ance between the ECI and BJP.
There is no longer even an
attempt to keep the collusion dis-
crete or concealed,” Ramesh said
in his post.

Leader of the
Opposition Rahul
Gandhi also attacked
the BJP and the
Election Commission
in a separate post on
X, writing: “In the
BJP-EC’s ‘market of
thieves,’ the bigger
the theft, the bigger
the reward.”

Claiming that the Election
Commission acted in a parti-
san manner during the
Assembly polls, the Congress
leader alleged that “an entire
state went to election with 27
lakh people being debarred
from voting” and asserted that
the exercise was “tactfully exe-
cuted by the ECI to create an
electoral advantage for BJP”.
The remarks come amid con-
tinuing Opposition criticism
of the Election Commission
over voter list revisions and
alleged irregularities in sever-
al states.

India has ample
crude, LNG and
LPG reserves: Puri

New Delhi (TSIT)

India has adequate crude and LPG
stocks and no immediate supply cri-
sis, union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said on Tuesday,
while highlighting that the country
is maintaining strong energy buffers
despite global volatility in oil mar-
kets.Speaking at the CII Annual
Business Summit 2026, the minister
said that India currently holds
around 60 days of crude oil reserves
and liquefied natural gas (LNG) as
well as 45 days of liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), adding that these levels
are sufficient to ensure stability in
domestic supply.“We have 60 days of
crude, which is the max we need. We
have 60 days of LNG and 45 days of
LPG,” Puri said, stressing that
India’s energy preparedness remains
strong even amid global price fluctu-
ations and supply pressures.

‘NEET & unclean’: CBI registers FIR over ‘paper leak’

New Delhi (TSIT)

The CBI lodged an FIR on
Tuesday in connection with
the alleged leak of the NEET
(UG) 2026 paper, officials
said. The high-stakes
entrance examination, held
on May 3 for admission to
undergraduate  medical
courses, was cancelled by
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Tuesday after alle-
gations of malpractice sur-
faced.

After receiving a refer-
ence from the Centre, the
CBI moved with alacrity,
registering a case of crimi-
nal conspiracy, cheating
and other offences, the offi-
cials said.The agency will
soon dispatch a team to
Rajasthan to collect material
from the Special Operations

Group (SOG) of the state
police, which was investi-
gating the case.The CBI had
earlier solved the NEET
paper-leak cases of 2024.

The Centre has referred
the matter to the CBI for
what the officials described

as a “comprehensive inqui-
ry” into allegations of paper
leak linked to the examina-
tion. The NEET-UG 2026 was
conducted in 551 Indian cit-
ies and at 14 overseas cen-
tres.Nearly 23 lakh candi-
dates had registered for the

00

The examination for
students seeking
admission to
undergraduate courses
in medical colleges is
cancelled by the
National Testing
Agency after
allegations surface

test, which was adminis-
tered by the NTA at centres
across the country.
According to the NTA, infor-
mation relating to alleged
malpractice was received on
the evening of May 7, four
days after the examination
was held. The NTA said the
inputs were escalated to cen-
tral agencies the following
morning for “independent
verification and necessary
action”.

The Rajasthan Police’s
SOG had claimed that a
“guess paper” for chemistry
that was allegedly circulated
among students ahead of the
examination had approxi-
mately 410 questions, includ-
ing roughly 120 questions
that appeared in the test.

While the chemistry
paper in the exam carries 45
questions, the test used four
sets of question papers. “It is
reported that this guess
paper had been circulating
among the students well in
advance; it began reaching
them as early as 15 days to a
month prior to the actual
examination. We are inves-
tigating on the basis of the
guess paper and it is also
available in open domain,”
ADG, SOG, Vishal Bansal,
had said.
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Telangana

Hyderabad (TSIT) Telangana Health
Minister Damodar Raja Narasimha dis-
tributed appointment orders to 1,919
Nursing Officers during a programme
held at the Osmania Medical College
Grounds in Koti on the occasion of
International Nurses Day.The event
was attended by ministers, MPs, MLCs,
Health Principal Secretary Christina Z.
Chongthu, Health & Family Welfare
Commissioner Sangeetha
Satyanarayana, DME Narendra Kumar,
TVVP Commissioner Ajay Kumar, DPH
Ravinder Nayak, and Hyderabad

HYDERABAD
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& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

1,919 Nursing Officers receive appointment
orders on International Nurses Day

Collector Priyanka.Addressing the
newly appointed Nursing Officers, the
Minister extended greetings to nurses
across the state and congratulated the
selected candidates and their families.

“BREAK THE SILENCE STAND WITH
HER” DG CHARU SINHA LAUNCHES
WOMEN SAFETY CAMPAIGN

Hyderabad TSIT:

Director General of the
Telangana Women Safety
Wing, has called upon
citizens — especially men
— to break their silence
and stand up against
harassment and violence
against women, stating
that remaining silent in
such situations is also a
form of complicity.
Speaking about the
newly launched digital
awareness initiative
titled “Stand With Her”
(#StandWithHer), Charu
Sinha said the campaign
aims to encourage men to
become active partners
in building a safer society
for women. She empha-
sized that women’s safety
cannot be ensured solely
through laws and polic-
ing, but requires a funda-
mental change in societal
attitudes and behaviour.
The DG said the cam-
paign has been receiving
an overwhelming
response across the State,
with support pouring in
from film personalities,
social media influencers
and netizens. She noted
that in many cases —
from casual mockery to
serious crimes against
women — men often
remain silent spectators,

indirectly enabling such
behaviour.

“The core objective of
the campaign is to encour-
age people to raise their
voice responsibly and
become agents of social
change instead of passive
observers,” she said.
Charu Sinha stated that
noted actor , along with
Virajita, Deepak
Karamungikar, Sharath
Nalla and Chillar Boy, has
joined the campaign to
spread awareness through
digital platforms.
Referring to Adivi Sesh’s
message, she said the actor
compared the internet to a
vast ocean and described
abusive comments and
trolling against women as
“sticky sand” that must be
cleaned away collectively.
He also stressed the impor-
tance of seeking consent
before sharing photo-
graphs or videos of women
on social media.

Collector reviews civic services in Warangal

Warangal: Collector Chahat
Bajpai directed officials to
improve civic services and
resolve public complaints without
delay in Warangal city. During a
review meeting with GWMC offi-
cials, she discussed sanitation,
waste management, street light-
ing, revenue collection and park
development.The  Collector
instructed officials to shift stray
cattle from roads to shelters,
improve maintenance of public

toilets and monitor waste disposal
operations strictly. She also
directed speedy implementation
of the C&D waste management
plant and strengthening of munic-
ipal revenue sources.Officials
were asked to improve the city’s
Swachh Survekshan ranking,
accelerate nursery development
and prepare proposals for new
parks ahead of the rainy season.
Senior GWMC, police and health
officials attended the meeting.

Rs. 1.20 Lakh CMRF Assistance Distributed to
Beneficiaries in Kukatpally Constituency

HYDERABAD TSIT;Under the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF),
financial assistance totaling 1,20,000 was sanctioned to two beneficia-
ries from the Moosapet Division in the Kukatpally constituency.
Jangam Prashanth, son of Bikshapathi, received a cheque of 60,000,
while Ms. Tallari Mamatha, care of Suresh, was sanctioned 60,000 as
financial aid.The assistance was approved following applications sub-
mitted through Bandi Ramesh, Chairman of the Kamma Corporation,
Kukatpally TPCC Vice President, Zaheerabad Parliament In-Charge,
and Kukatpally Congress Party Assembly In-Charge.

He described nursing as a noble service
to humanity and said nurses provide
not only treatment but also courage and
hope to patients.Remembering the con-
tributions of Florence Nightingale, the
Minister urged the recruits to follow her
ideals of cleanliness, discipline, and sci-
entific healthcare practices.Damodar
Raja Narasimha appreciated the servic-
es rendered by nurses during the
COVID-19 pandemic and said the gov-
ernment has prioritised strengthening
healthcare services by filling vacancies
in government hospitals.
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Damodar Raja Narasimha Reviews
Medical Trial Run at TIMS Sanathnagar

Hyderabad TSIT: Damodar Raja
Narasimha on Tuesday inspected
the ongoing medical services trial
run at Telangana Institute of
Medical Sciences (TIMS)
Sanathnagar and reviewed the
preparedness of the hospital
ahead of its formal launch.
Minister visited all the A, Band C
Blocks of the hospital and inspect-
ed various departments including
OP registration, IP wards,
Emergency Department, CT Scan,
MRI, laboratories, mechanized
laundry and kitchen facilities.
During the inspection, the
Minister directed officials of the
Health and R&B Departments to
complete all pending works on a
war footing. He instructed that
there should be uninterrupted
24-hour water and power supply

to the hospital.

Emphasizing patient safety,
Damodar Raja Narasimha said
there should be no compromise
on fire safety standards and
ordered a comprehensive inspec-
tion of all floors once again.

The Minister also reviewed
facilities including the reception
area, help desk, OP counters,
waiting halls, OP consultation
rooms, diagnostics, inpatient
wards and pharmacy. He instruct-
ed officials to increase the num-
ber of registration and pharmacy
counters for the convenience of
patients.

Inspecting advanced medical
equipment such as CT Scan, MRI,
X-Ray and Ultrasound machines,
the Minister directed health offi-
cials to ensure that the state-of-
the-art technology is fully utilized
for patient care and that adequate
doctors and supporting staff are
made available.

He instructed officials to make
the hospital fully ready with all
facilities before inauguration and
reiterated that the primary objec-
tive was to provide quality health-
care services to the poor.

Collector Hemanta Keshav Patil

Inspects Maize Procurement Centers

The South India Times //

Nagar kurnool L District Collector Hemanta
Keshav Patil conducted a surprise inspection of the
ongoing maize procurement process on Tuesday
evening at the Peddur Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Society and the Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Society at Telkapally mandal head-
quarters under Nagarkurnool constituency.The
Collector interacted with farmers who had brought
their maize produce for sale and enquired about the
issues they were facing. He inspected the maize

stocks at the procurement centers and reviewed
moisture level testing, weighing procedures, stor-
age arrangements, and other procurement-related
activities with the officials concerned.

He instructed officials to ensure transparent pro-
curement without causing inconvenience to farm-
ers. The Collector also directed authorities to make
proper arrangements for safe storage of the pro-
cured maize in warehouses.He further instructed
officials to ensure timely payments to farmers as
per the Minimum Support Price (MSP).

TIGHT SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMS IN GADWAL

Jogulamba Gadwal, May
12 (TSIT):
T. Srinivasa Rao on Tuesday
said the Jogulamba Gadwal
District Police have made
elaborate security arrange-
ments for the smooth and
peaceful conduct of the
Intermediate Supplementary
Examinations scheduled
from May 13 to May 21 across
Telangana.

The SP said special bando-
bast has been deployed at all
10 examination centres in the
district to prevent untoward
incidents and ensure trans-
parent and disturbance-free
conduct of examinations.
Police personnel have been
instructed to remain alert
and coordinate effectively
during the examination peri-
od.To maintain law and
order, prohibitory orders
under Section 163 BNSS have
been imposed within a 100-
metre radius of all examina-

tion centres. Gathering in
groups and loitering near the
centres have been strictly
prohibited.The SP directed
officials to keep a close watch
on nearby xerox centres and
ensure they remain closed
during examination hours.
Students will undergo thor-
ough checking before enter-
ing the centres, while mobile
phones and electronic gad-
gets are strictly banned
inside examination halls.

Nirmala Jaggareddy Inaugurates
New Science Block at Koti
Women’s University

Hyderabad TSIT: Nirmala Jaggareddy
inaugurated the newly constructed
Science Block at Veeranari Chakali
Ilamma Women’s University (Koti
Women’s College) in Hyderabad as
part of the State Government’s “Praja
Palana Pragathi Pranalika” pro-
gramme.Corporation Chairpersons
Kalva Sujatha and Mettu Sai Kumar
also participated in the programme.

The new Science Block, equipped
with modern laboratory facilities, was
inaugurated with the objective of pro-
viding quality higher education and
advanced scientific learning opportu-
nities for women students.

Speaking on the occasion, Nirmala
Jaggareddy said the Congress
Government was giving top priority to
women empowerment and education-
al development.

HYDERABAD
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Raghunathapalem to be developed as ‘Solar \lillage’

Khammam (TSIT): Raghunathapalem village will be devel-
oped as a pilot “Solar Village” to promote renewable energy
usage in the district, said Khammam District Collector T.S.
Diwakara.The Collector made a surprise visit to the village
on Tuesday and inspected the ongoing solar rooftop model
project. He reviewed the progress of rooftop solar installa-
tions with officials.
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APCC alleges cancellation of NEET Visakhapatnam Port Launches
exam is Centre’s failure, demands
action against those responsible

Vijayawada: Terming
the cancellation of NEET
UG 2026 entrance exami-
nation as unfortunate,
Andhra Pradesh
Congress Committee
(APCC) has asked the
Central government to
take stringent action
against those involved
in the paper leak.

In a statement here on
Tuesday, APCC Vice-
president Kolanukonda
Shivaji said that around
27.5 lakh students
appeared for the NEET
2026 examination, which
was conducted across
561 cities in India and 14
places abroad, while
nearly 58,000 to 70,000
students attended the
exam in Andhra Pradesh
alone. “Grave injustice
was meted out to the stu-
dents by the Centre by
cancelling the NEET UG
2026,” the Congress lead-
er regretted.

The Congress leader
said that it is shameful

that the question papers
had been leaked prior to
the examination, besides
shocking allegations
that the papers were
sold for sums ranging
from Rs 30,000 to Rs 3
lakhs. He further
remarked that it was
regrettable that the
Central Government
responded only ten days
after the NEET examina-
tion was conducted on
May 3rd. It is also unfor-
tunate that the Centre
responded after 10 days
after conducting the
NEET examination, the
Congress leader lashed
out.

“Under the Modi gov-

ernment, a series of
paper leaks have
occurred in various

entrance and recruit-
ment examinations,
while leaks have taken
place in nearly 89 exams
to date, 48 of them had to
be conducted again,”
Shivaji observed, point-

ing out that this serves
as proof of the Central
Government’s adminis-
trative failure.

The APCC Vice-
president expressed
deep anguish stating
that students are sub-
jected to severe mental
stress whenever exams
are cancelled and
rescheduled following a
paper leak and that the
hopes of those who stud-
ied sincerely and
appeared for the exami-
nations are being shat-
tered.

The Congress leader
demanded  stringent
action against those who
were responsible for the
paper leak and the union
Ministers concerned
should be held responsi-
ble for the paper leak.
Shivaji also demanded
that the Central govern-
ment apologize to the
students for paper leak
and cancellation of the
NEET examination.

Public Promenade for Citizens

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : Taking
another step towards the
development of coastal
tourism in the city,
Visakhapatnam Port
Authority has developed a
new public promenade
near the cruise terminal.
The promenade was inau-
gurated on Monday by
Port Chairperson Dr. M.
Angamuthu. It will soon
be made fully accessible to
city residents and tourists.
Entry will be completely
free of cost.

The Chairperson stated
that the project was under-
taken with the objective of
improving coastal tourism
infrastructure, providing
people with a seaside rec-
reational experience, and
bringing the seafront clos-
er to the public. The prom-
enade, designed with mod-
ern amenities, offers visi-
tors an opportunity to
safely enjoy scenic sea
views, observe port activi-
ties, and watch the move-
ment of ships.

The newly developed

Amrit Pharmacies to be Set
Up 1n Port Hospitals

Golden Jubilee Hospital Signs Agreement with HLL Lifecare

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : A
Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) has
been signed between
Golden Jubilee Hospital
(GJH) of Visakhapatnam
Port Authority and HLL
Lifecare Limited for the
establishment of Amrit

Pharmacies. Under this
agreement, Amrit
Pharmacies will be

launched at GJH, the
Chinamushidivada Branch
Dispensary, and the Port
Area Dispensary near
AOB.Representatives of
both organizations
exchanged the MoU docu-
ments on Tuesday in the
presence of Port Deputy

Chairperson K. Roshni
Aparanji. Speaking on the
occasion, K. Roshni

Aparanji stated that
through the Amrit
Pharmacies, quality medi-

Kandulavaripalli Gram Panchayat wins
national climate action award

Tirupati (TSIT)
Kandulavaripalli Gram
Panchayat has received
the prestigious Climate
Action Special Category
Panchayat Award under
the National Panchayat
Awards 2026 and secured a
cash prize of Rs.1 crore for
its outstanding initiatives
in environmental protec-

tion and climate action.
The Gram Panchayat
has earned recognition as
a national-level model
village for its achieve-
ments in solar energy

adoption, sanitation,
environmental conserva-
tion, and sustainable

agriculture. With active
community participation

and effective implemen-
tation of government
schemes, the village has
emerged as a “Climate
Smart Village.”

The village, which has a
population of 1,583 across
512 families, has imple-
mented several sustain-
able development initia-
tives. Agriculture remains
the primary livelihood
source, while 40 Self-Help
Groups actively work for
women’s empowerment.
Employment opportuni-
ties are also being generat-
ed through the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme.

cines, implants, surgical
materials, and laboratory
chemicals required for
medical services will be
made available at afford-
able prices to port employ-
ees, pensioners, and their
family members. She said
that this initiative would
further improve medical
services within the port
limits.She also mentioned
that the agreement would
play a key role in the expan-
sion of healthcare services
in the port area. The pro-
gramme was attended by
GJH Chief Medical Officer
Dr. S. Usha Devi, senior
doctors of the hospital, and
representatives of HLL
Lifecare Limited.

premises include a seaside
walking track, dedicated
viewing decks for enjoying
sea views and ship move-
ments, a landscaped recre-
ational park, a children’s
play area, a public plaza
for relaxation activities, a
food court for families, and
spacious parking facilities
for visitors’ vehicles.
Officials stated that spe-
cial priority was given to
environmental protection
in the development of the
project. They mentioned

that the area has been
made more attractive
through greenery-enhanc-
ing landscaping and eco-
friendly designs. Officials
further said that the con-
struction works of the
promenade have been
completed and that it will
soon be opened to the pub-
lic. Visitors can access the
promenade through the
road located beside the Sri
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple near the cruise ter-
minal.

DRM Conducts Comprehensive
Inspection of Bacheli
RAILWAY ESTABLISHMENTS AND NMDC SIDINGS

The South India Times,

Visakhapatnam : Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) of
Waltair Railway Division,
Lalit Bohra, conducted a
comprehensive inspection of
the Bacheli railway estab-
lishments and the railway
siding of NMDC on Tuesday.
As part of the inspection car-
ried out at the railway sta-
tion, sidings, NMDC mining
area and other locations, a
window trailing inspection
was also undertaken to assess
the condition of tracks,
curves, bridges, points and
crossings.Officials from vari-
ous departments of the
Waltair Division accompa-
nied the DRM during the
inspection. The DRM
reviewed the ongoing devel-
opment works on the
Bacheli-Kirandul railway
route, passenger amenities,
safety measures and expan-

sion of siding infrastructure.
He also inspected the wagon
discharge silo system set up
at NMDC. Officials explained
that the system would help
reduce wagon loading time
and improve operational effi-
ciency. Later, the DRM held
discussions with senior
NMDC officials on enhancing
freight loading capacity,
expansion of rake loading
and improving traffic move-
ment. He also inspected the
weighbridge facilities at
Bacheli station.On the occa-
sion, the DRM inaugurated
the newly constructed run-
ning room and officers’ rest
house at Bacheli.

Role of press is crucial in democracy,
says Telangana DGP CV Anand

Hyderabad (TSIT) C. V.
Anand said the media is
one of the most powerful
institutions in the world
and journalists should
work towards the develop-
ment of society. He made
these remarks while
unveiling the Media
Directory of the Telangana
Journalist Association at
the Telangana DGP State
Office on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DGP stated that
the role of the press is cru-
cial in a democracy and
stressed the need for great-
er focus on the advance-
ment of political, econom-

Collector directs speedy completion of railway,
highway and land acquisition works

Tirupati : District Collector
Dr. S. Venkateswar, along
with Joint Collector R.
Govinda Rao, directed offi-
cials to complete all pending
land-related issues and con-
struction works related to
various railway projects, Sri
City Phase-2, LG Phase-2,
Kolladam, Irugulam,
Peddetipakam, Rallakuppam,
Space City Phases 1, 2, 3 & 4,
Naidupet Phase-2, Vanelluru,
Pagali, National Highways,
Visakhapatnam-Chennai

Corridor Pipeline, EDB
Roads, Duggirajapatnam
works, and APIIC-related

projects in a planned manner
within the stipulated time-
lines. On Tuesday, a review
meeting was held virtually at
the Mini Conference Hall in
the Collectorate. The meeting
focused on the progress of
Railway projects, National
Highways, Visakhapatnam-
Chennai Corridor Pipeline
works, APIIC

Duggirajapatnam works, Sri
City Phase-2, LG Phase-2,
Space City Phases 14,
Naidupet Phase-2, Vanelluru,
Pagali, and other pending
land-related issues and EDB
Road construction works.
The meeting was attended
by National Highway Project
Directors from Tirupati,

Nellore, and Chennai,
Railway Project Officer
Vamanamurthy, Southern

Railway officials, Agriculture
officials, Irrigation-related
Mandal Tahsildars, contrac-

tors, and other concerned offi-
cials.Speaking on the occa-
sion, District Collector Dr. S.
Venkateswar instructed offi-
cials to expedite pending land
acquisition works for Sri City
Phase-2, APIIC LG Phases 1, 2
& 3, Kolladam, Irugulam,
Peddetipakam, Rallakuppam,
Sri City Phases 1-4, Naidupet
Phase-2, Vanelluru, and
Pagali projects. He directed
that pending court cases relat-
ed to these projects should
also be resolved quickly. He
emphasized immediate reso-

lution of issues on the Web
Land portal.He instructed
officials to accelerate ongoing
Railway projects in Tirupati
district, including:

- Nadikudi-Sri Kalahasti

- Erpedu-Pudi

- Gummadipundi-Gudur

- Gudur-Renigunta

- Tirupati-Katpadi

- Arakkonam-Renigunta

He also stressed the need to
speed up National Highway
works, including 6-lane roads
for Naidupet-Renigunta,
Renigunta-Kadapa, and
Renigunta-Chennai stretch-
es. Officials were asked to
resolve all land acquisition-
related issues for these proj-
ects. The Collector directed
Revenue Divisional Officers
and National Highways offi-
cials to coordinate and ensure
the timely and quality com-
pletion of Package 2, 3 & 4
National Highway works
taken up under Sagarmala,
without any pending issues.

ic, educational, medical,
and technological sectors
in the state.He further said
journalists should serve as
a bridge between the gov-

ernment, public represen-
tatives, and the people in
resolving public issues
effectively.

During the programme,
Chilukuri AKkhilesh
appealed to both the
Central and State
Governments to work for
the welfare of journalists
who dedicate themselves
to the profession, often
regarded as the Fourth
Estate.

Pagudakula Balaswamy,
Juluru Ramesh, and
Lakkakula Praveen
Kumar, along with other
members, met and greeted
the DGP during the event.

Census is every citizen’s responsibility,
says Sangareddy Collector

Sangareddy, May 12 (TSIT)
Prateek Jain said that the
census is the responsibility of
every citizen and that com-
prehensive and accurate data
forms the foundation for
national development.

On Tuesday, the Collector
flagged off the “Census
Awareness Marathon Walk”
organised from the District
Collectorate to IB in
Sangareddy to create aware-
ness among the public about
the census process.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector urged people to
actively participate in the
census. He informed that self-
enumeration in the district
was conducted till May 10,
while door-to-door enumera-

tion began from May
11.

He said enumera-
tors are visiting every
household to collect
information and added
that special identity
cards have been issued

to census staff. Citizens were
requested to cooperate with
the enumerators. The
Collector also clarified that all
information collected during
the census would remain
completely confidential.

Prateek Jain stated that the
census helps the government
understand the social and
economic conditions of peo-
ple, which assists in planning
and implementing welfare
schemes effectively. He
emphasized that accurate sta-
tistics are essential for the
country’s development.

The Collector appealed to
every family to provide cor-
rect information and support
the successful completion of
the census process.
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Scar-Free Salivary Gland Surgery
Saves Six-Year-Old at Apollo

Hyderabad, May 12: Doctors at Apollo Hospitals Jubilee
Hills successfully treated a six-year-old child suffering
from recurrent swelling and pain below the jaw caused
by a salivary gland stone using advanced minimally inva-
sive sialendoscopy. According to Dr. Manusrut, the child
had repeated episodes of swelling in the submandibular
gland region, particularly during meals, due to blockage
of the salivary duct by a stone. Using a 1.3 mm miniature
endoscope inserted
through the natural duct
opening, doctors removed
the stone without any
external incision or major
surgery.

The gland was preserved
completely, enabling quick
recovery with minimal
discomfort and no visible
scar, the surgeon said. Dr. Manusrut described sialendos-
copy as a significant advancement in the treatment of
salivary gland disorders. The procedure helps diagnose
and treat conditions such as salivary stones, ductal nar-
rowing, recurrent gland infections, autoimmune-related
salivary disorders, post-radioiodine therapy complica-
tions and juvenile recurrent parotitis.He said patients
with salivary duct obstruction often experience recurrent
swelling near the jaw, pain while eating, dry mouth and
repeated infections. Earlier, severe cases frequently
required open surgery or removal of the gland, but sialen-
doscopy now offers a scar-free, gland-preserving alterna-
tive with faster recovery and shorter hospital stay. Tejasvi
Veerepalli said the successful procedure underlines the
growing importance of minimally invasive salivary gland
endoscopy services and the need for greater awareness
and timely referrals for such conditions.

25 Polytechnic Students Selected
for Aerospace Training

The South India Times,

Visakhapatnam The selection process for the
Aerospace Engineering Industrial Training Programme
conducted for polytechnic students at Government
Polytechnic College, Visakhapatnam on Tuesday was
successfully completed. The programme was organized
under the aegis of Learning Links Foundation with the
support of CSR funds from Boeing.

A total of 71 students attended the selection process, out
of which 25 students were selected. Among the selected
candidates, 20 students belong to Government Polytechnic
College, Visakhapatnam, while 5 students are from
Government Polytechnic College, Pendurthi. Notably, 6
of the selected candidates are girl students. The selected
students will undergo specialized industrial training
related to Aerospace Engineering at the MSME
Technology Centre in Achutapuram. Organizers stated
that the training would help students develop industry-
relevant skills and improve their employment opportuni-
ties. Deputy Director of Higher Education Department
Dr. M.A.V. Ramakrishna attended the programme as the
chief guest and stated that so far 182 students have suc-
cessfully completed the training programme in six batch-
es. College Principal Dr. K.V. Ramana, Learning Links
Foundation Senior Manager K. Ratnashekhar Reddy,
Training and Placement Officer Dr. M. Narayana,
Mechanical Department staff members N. Ravikanth and
Poornachari, along with others, supervised the selection
process and guided the students.

TTD Offers Pattu Vastrams
to Japali Hanuman

Tirumala : On the auspicious occasion of Hanuman
Jayanti, TTD EO Sri Muddada Ravichandra along with
the Additional EO Sri Ch. Venkaiah Chowdary offered
Pattu Vastrams to Sri Anjaneya Swamy at Japali in
Tirumala on Tuesday on behalf of TTD.

The temple priests wel-

comed the officials and

arranged darshan.

After performing spe-

cial pujas to the deity,

the priests honoured

the EO and Additional

EO with Sindhoora

Vastram and offered

Theertha Prasadams. Later, the Additional EO said that
offering Pattu Vastrams to Japali Hanuman on Hanuman
Jayanti is a tradition of TTD. TTD officials also took part
in this event. Earlier, the TTD EO and Additional EO
also participated in the special Abhishekam performed to
Sri Bedi Anjaneya present in front of Tirumala temple on
this occasion.

Hanuman Jayanti
Celebrations in Tirumala

Tirumala : On the auspicious occasion of Hanuman
Jayanti TTD conducted special rituals on Tuesday eve-
ning at the towering idol of Sri Prasanna Anjaneya
Swamy located at the
7th Mile on the first
ghat road (Down Ghat)
in Tirumala. Later,
prasadam was distrib-
uted to the devotees.
TTD Additional EO Sri
Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary, Dy EO Sri
Lokanatham, VGO Sri
Surendra, and other
officials participated in
the programme.
Similarly, Hanuman
Jayanti celebrations
were also conducted in
a grand manner at var-
ious local Hanuman
temples in Tirumala.
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Arvind Kejriwal sees ‘political
patronage’ behind NEET paper leak

New Delhi, May 12 :
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday slammed the
Central government over
the NEET-UG 2026 paper
leak and questioned its
‘silence and inaction’
against the examination
mafia.Speaking to news-
men in a press conference,

Kejriwal claimed that the
large-scale collusion at top
levels and political patron-
age to those involved in
such crimes are primarily
the reasons behind the
paper leak of such magni-
tude. He said that the lives
of lakhs of students are at
stake because of the NEET
paper leak, but the govern-

ment is looking the other
way, questioning whether
it understands the scale of
suffering that the children
and their families go
through during such
times.

The NEET examina-
tions, held on May 3, were
cancelled on Tuesday by
the National Testing
Agency (NTA), the central
body that conducts com-
petitive exams, after
incriminating inputs were
received by the central
agencies about irregulari-
ties in the examination
process.

Kejriwal, accusing the
Centre of gross failure as
well as negligence, said
that this was not the first
time that the exam papers
had been leaked.

Haj Pilgrims Flagged Off by
MLA Naini Rajender Reddy

Hyderabad TSIT:
MLA of Warangal
West  constituency
Naini Rajender Reddy
formally flagged off
Haj pilgrims from the
erstwhile Warangal
district at the Haj
House in Hyderabad
on Tuesday.

On the occasion, the
MLA interacted with
the pilgrims and con-
veyed his best wishes
for a safe, peaceful and
successful Haj pil-
grimage. He urged the
devotees to pray for peace,
harmony and prosperity
in the country.

Describing Haj as one of

the most sacred spiritual
journeys in the lives of
Muslim brethren, Naini
Rajender Reddy expressed
hope that all pilgrims
would complete the pil-

grimage safely
and return home
in good health.
Several digni-
taries and com-
munity leaders
participated in
the programme,
including Haj
Committee
Chairman and
Peetadhipathi
Azmatullah,
Abubakar,
Muslim religious
leaders, public
representatives, Congress
party leaders, Haj
Committee members and
family members of the pil-
grims.

South/Nation

Telangana Director General of Police C.V. Anand paid
a courtesy visit to Roads & Buildings and
Cinematography Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
at the Minister’s residence in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

Two Arrested in Shadnagar
Murder-for-Gain Case

RANGAREDDY The
Shadnagar Police under the
Future City Commissionerate
solved a murder-for-gain case
within 48 hours and arrested
two persons for allegedly Kill-
ing a farm worker for cash
near SRR Venture on the out-
skirts of Shadnagar.

The victim, Palle
Keshavulu, 39, a farm labour-
er from Sardar Nagar, was
found dead with severe head
injuries near Veerlapalli
road on May 10 after police
received a dial-100 alert.

Police said Keshavulu had
returned to Shadnagar from
Pargi after borrowing Rs.50,000
from his employer to settle a
family land dispute. After hand-
ing over part of the amount to a
relative, he was carrying the
remaining cash when he reached

BRS leaders demand resignation of
Union Minister Bandi Sanjay

Bharat Rashtra
Samithi leaders in
Husnabad demanded the
resignation of Union
Minister Bandi Sanjay
Kumar over the contro-
versy involving his son,
Bandi Bhagirath.

Addressing a press
conference at the BRS
party office in Husnabad
on Tuesday, M.A. Anwar
Pasha and Municipal
Councillor Gadepaka
Ravinder alleged that
Bandi Sanjay no longer
had the moral authority
to continue as a Union
Minister and demanded
his immediate resigna-
tion.

The leaders accused
the Union Minister of
allegedly attempting to

influence the case involv-
ing the family of a minor
girl and demanded strict
legal action against those
responsible. They urged
the state government to
arrest Bandi Bhagirath
and ensure justice for the
victim’s family.

The BRS leaders ques-
tioned whether different

VRK Heritage to unveil Ganga
Kaveri Collection celebrating
Indian textile heritage

Hyderabad “Threads Between Us,” an intimate cultural
showcase by VRK Heritage, will present the launch of the
Ganga Kaveri Collection, celebrating heritage, motherhood,
craftsmanship, and emotional bonds across generations.
Inspired by the artistic confluence of North and South India, the
collection blends intricate Zardozi handwork with timeless
Kanjivaram silks. The designs feature rich traditional motifs,
handcrafted detailing, and heritage weaving techniques that
reflect India’s diverse textile legacy.The event will include
interactions with National Award-winning Banarasi master
artisan Amresh Kushwaha and artisan Angika Kushwaha. A
special session titled “Women Behind the Weaves” will feature
conversations with Sumitha and Sanya, highlighting the sto-

ries and vision behind
the craftsmanship.
The evening will also
feature an exclusive
showecase of the Ganga
Kaveri  Collection,
curated walkthroughs
for creators and dis-
tinguished guests,
along with storytell-
ing sessions focused
on craftsmanship and
textile artistry.
Designed as a cultural
and conversational
experience, the event
aims to celebrate
Indian textiles, legacy
craftsmanship, and
contemporary story-
telling while honour-
ing the artisans and
traditions behind the
weaves.

Shadnagar.Using technical evi-
dence, police arrested Pullagoyi
Bajaranna, 40, and Bainla
Yadamma, 48. According to
police, Keshavulu  met
Bajaranna at a wine shop near
the bus stand on the night of
May 9. After noticing the cash
with the victim, the accused
allegedly lured him to an isolat-
ed place near SRR Venture on
the pretext of spending time
there.Police said an argument
broke out when Bajaranna alleg-
edly tried to rob Keshavulu, fol-
lowing which he attacked the
victim with a stone, causing fatal
head injuries. The accused later
fled with Rs.7,500 on a motorcy-
cle. Police recovered Rs.3,900
cash, a Honda Shine motorcycle
and mobile phones linked to the
case. Both the accused were
remanded to judicial custody.

Jogulamba Gadwal TSIT.
Raghu stressed the need
for coordinated -efforts
among all departments to
ensure the economic
development and overall
welfare of farmers through
the PM Dhan Dhanya
Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY)
and allied agricultural ini-
tiatives in Jogulamba
Gadwal district.

A comprehensive
review meeting on the
implementation of
PMDDKY, promotion of
oil palm cultivation, inter-
cropping practices, and
development activities in
agriculture and allied sec-
tors was held at the IDOC
Conference Hall on
Tuesday. Officials from
Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries, Industries,
Cooperation, and allied
departments attended the
meeting.

During the review, the
PMO Director examined
the progress of welfare
schemes and development
activities in various
departments. He stated
that the PM Dhan Dhanya
Krishi Yojana should
bring visible and meaning-
ful changes in farmers’
lives rather than remain
limited to statistics and
targets.

Raghu directed officials
to work in coordination on
increasing farmers’
income, crop diversifica-
tion, efficient water man-
agement, soil health con-
servation, sustainable
agriculture, and strength-
ening market linkages. He
instructed officials to
encourage farmers to shift

Hi Life Exhibition to showcase

designer fashion and luxury
collections in Hyderabad
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PMO Director stresses coordinated efforts
for farmers’ development under PMDDKY

towards oil palm cultiva-
tion, pulses, horticulture
crops, and intercropping
systems.He also called for
an integrated action plan
involving Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry, Fisheries,
Cooperation, and allied
departments to ensure
holistic rural develop-
ment. Officials were
instructed to ensure time-
ly supply of quality seeds,
saplings, fertilizers, irriga-
tion facilities, institutional
credit, and technical sup-
port to farmers.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of soil health man-
agement, Raghu directed
officials to conduct regular
soil fertility tests and cre-
ate awareness on integrat-
ed nutrient management
using Soil Health Cards.
He also stressed expand-
ing agricultural credit
access through Kisan
Credit Cards and coopera-
tive institutions.The PMO

Director suggested identi-
fying successful model
farmers and promoting
them as role models to
motivate others through
sharing of best farming
practices at the village
level.Senior Technical
Officer Srikanth, District

Horticulture Officer
Akbar, District
Agriculture Officer
Veerappa, DRDO

Mushaida Begum, Animal
Husbandry Officer
Shivananda Swamy, and
officials from various
departments participated
in the meeting.

Later, Raghu visited oil
palm nurseries near the
Beechupally Oil Factory in
Erravelli mandal, inspect-
ed a paddy procurement
centre at Konderu village,
and visited dairy, fish, and
vegetable farms in the dis-
trict to interact with farm-
ers and review their chal-
lenges and farming prac-
tices.

Hanuman Jayanti celebrations held at

Sri Ardhagiri Veeranjaneya Swamy temple

standards of justice were
being applied to influen-
tial political families and
ordinary citizens. They
also alleged that law and
order conditions in the
state had deteriorated
and claimed that such
incidents were increas-
ing due to administrative
failures.

During the press con-
ference, the leaders also
raised concerns over sev-
eral government offices
in Husnabad functioning
under in-charge officials
instead of full-time offi-
cers, alleging that this
was causing inconve-
nience and delays for the
public.

Hyderabad (TSIT) Hi Life
Exhibition is set to bring a
grand showcase of designer
fashion, couture collections,
jewellery, and luxury acces-
sories to Hyderabad from
May 15 to 17 at Hyderabad
International Convention
Centre.The exhibition will
feature exclusive collections
from leading designers
across India, offering visitors
an opportunity to explore the

latest trends in fashion, brid-
al wear, statement jewellery,
and premium lifestyle prod-
ucts.Fashion enthusiasts can
expect a wide range of ele-
gant couture, contemporary
designer wear, handcrafted
accessories, and luxury col-
lections under one roof. The
event aims to provide a pre-
mium shopping and fashion
experience for visitors in the
city.Organisers said the exhi-
bition would bring together
top fashion labels and emerg-
ing designers, making it a
major destination for style,
glamour, and contempo-
rary fashion trends in
Hyderabad.The three-day
event promises to celebrate
fashion and elegance with
curated collections reflect-
ing creativity, craftsman-
ship, and luxury.

Chittoor (TSIT) Special spiritual celebrations were held at
Sri Ardhagiri Veeranjaneya Swamy Temple on the auspi-
cious occasion of Hanuman Jayanti.Kalikiri Murali Mohan
visited the renowned pilgrim centre and offered prayers to
Lord Veeranjaneya Swamy. On behalf of Kanipakam
Devasthanam, he presented silk vestments (Pattu Vastrams)
to the deity and participated in special pooja ceremonies
conducted at the temple.Tushar Doodi and Shanmugam
Reddy also took part in the programme and received the
blessings of Lord Anjaneya Swamy.Prayers were offered
seeking the divine blessings of Lord Hanuman for the health,
happiness, prosperity, and wellbeing of the people of the con-
stituency and Chittoor district.

Medicover Woman & Child Hospitals participates
in nationwide NRP Day initiative

Hyderabad : Medicover
Woman & Child
Hospitals participated in
the National Neonatology
Forum (NNF) India’s
NRP Day celebrations on
May 10 by conducting
large-scale Neonatal
Resuscitation Program
(NRP) skill training ses-
sions aimed at strength-
ening newborn survival
and neonatal emergency
care.

The nationwide initia-
tive, led by Lallan Kumar
Bharti, saw 998 synchro-
nized training courses
conducted across the
country, training nearly
20,000 healthcare provid-
ers in essential newborn
resuscitation tech-
niques, making it one of
India’s largest coordinat-
ed healthcare skill-build-
ing programs.

At Medicover Woman
& Child Hospitals, the
program was led by
Ravinder Reddy and
Navitha, who highlight-
ed the importance of the
critical “golden min-
utes” immediately after
birth.

The free
training

hands-on
initiative

equipped healthcare
workers from both gov-
ernment and private sec-
tors with evidence-based
lifesaving skills to
address newborn mor-
tality caused by breath-
ing difficulties during
birth.

Dr. Ravinder Reddy
stated that every health-
care provider trained in
neonatal resuscitation
becomes a lifesaver dur-
ing critical moments
and said expanding such
skills in urban and rural
healthcare systems
would help reduce pre-
ventable neonatal
deaths.

Dr. Navitha said time-
ly neonatal resuscita-
tion during the first few
minutes after birth can
save countless newborn
lives and added that the
initiative = empowers
healthcare professionals
with practical lifesaving
skills.

Through its participa-
tion in the national mis-
sion, Medicover Woman
& Child Hospitals reaf-
firmed its commitment
to advancing maternal
and child healthcare and
supporting NNF India’s
vision of ensuring time-
ly resuscitation support
for every newborn.

HUDCO hosts associates’ meet for capital gain
tax exemption bonds in Hyderabad

Housing and Urban
Development Corporation
Ltd. organised an
Associates’ Meet for its
54EC, now Section 85,
Capital Gain Tax
Exemption Bonds at Taj
Deccan, Hyderabad on

May 8, 2026.

The event received an
enthusiastic  response
from Chartered
Accountants, Cost
Accountants, financial

consultants, channel part-
ners, representatives from
broking houses, collecting
banks, and other associ-
ates from the region. The
programme marked a sig-
nificant milestone in
HUDCO’s resource mobili-
sation efforts following the
CBDT notification issued
on April 7, 2026.

The event also marked
one year since the launch
of HUDCO’s 54EC, now
Section 85, Capital Gain
Tax Exemption Bonds,
with the first series intro-
duced on May 7, 2025.
Officials stated that the
anniversary  reflected
growing investor confi-
dence and strong market
acceptance of the product.

During the meeting,
HUDCO officials briefed
participants about the
recently launched Urban
Invest Window (UiWIN),
aligned with the
Government of India’s
Urban Challenge Fund ini-
tiative aimed at promoting
sustainable urban infra-
structure development.

Sanjay Kulshrestha said
the funds mobilised
through the bonds would
be utilised for financing
urban development and
infrastructure projects in
line with the vision of
Viksit Bharat @ 2047. He
added that the bonds
would create a substantial

source of long-term funds
at competitive rates for
urban infrastructure
financing.Under Section
85 of the Income-tax Act,
2025, capital gains arising
from the transfer of long-
term capital assets such as
land or buildings are
exempt from tax if invest-
ed in specified capital
gains bonds within six
months from the date of
transfer, subject to a maxi-
mum investment of Rs.50
lakh per investor. These
bonds are redeemable after
five years.Daljeet Singh
Khatri, P Subhas Reddy,
and Achal Gupta also par-
ticipated in the meeting.
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EDITORIAL

The miracle of the

guess paper “Guruji”’

These days, the atmosphere surrounding the NEET exam
is as if a web series full of mystery and thriller has been
released. Every day, a new revelation, a new character,
and a new story emerge. Some are saying that the ques-
tion paper was circulating in advance, while others are
claiming that the "guess paper" contained the same ques-
tions as the actual exam. Not only the questions, but the
order of the options, the language, even commas and full
stops are being reported as identical. Now, students and
parents are wondering whether this was a "guess" or a
miracle of some supernatural power?

If all this is true, then the people of the country certainly
want to see the "Guruji" who performed this miracle. For
years, large coaching institutes in Kota and Sikar have
been building structures worth billions of rupees and
claiming success. Thousands of teachers have been teach-
ing day and night. Students have been risking their sleep,
childhood, and even mental peace to prepare. But what
lakhs of rupees in fees and years of hard work could not
achieve, a single "guess paper" has accomplished. This is
the most scathing satire on the education system.

It's being reported that 90 out of 90 questions in Biology
and 45 out of 45 in Chemistry matched. If so, it can't be a
mere coincidence. This is an insult to the hard work of
millions of students who study diligently. It's a mockery
of the struggle of a farmer father who sells his land to pay
his child's fees. It's an attack on the hopes of a mother who
sacrifices her dreams for her child's future.

An exam like NEET isn't just an exam,; it's a door to mil-
lions of dreams. Here, a single mark can change the
course of life. In such a situation, if there's a suspicion
that the question paper has been leaked or is available in
advance, trust is the first thing to be shattered. And when
trust in the education system begins to wane, not just the
exam, but the entire society is in crisis.

The most interesting thing is that the matter reached the
police on the day of the exam. Some people were even
arrested, but no FIR has been filed yet. This silence raises
questions. Are influential people under attack? Has edu-
cation become such a big business that people are afraid
to expose the truth? Or is this the same old story where
money and influence are more valuable than hard work?
Today, the hardworking student feels betrayed. He spent
years immersing himself in books, taking test series, and
studying all night. But someone else "saw" the question
paper before the exam. What value does all that hard
work hold? It's natural for the student to wonder whether
the mistake was his or her honesty's? This isn't just cheat-
ing on exams, but an attack on the morality of society.
When young people begin to see that the path to success
isn't hard work, but rather through jugaad, networking,
and leaks, the entire generation begins to lose faith.

DR. SATYAWAN

SAURABH

The repeated breakdown of trust in
the name of transparency, and the
inevitable challenge of reform

The uncertainty surrounding
NEET-2026 and the fear of its can-
cellation have increased the anxi-
ety of millions of students and par-
ents. Competitive exams are not
just a selection process, but the
foundation of a young person's
future, hard work, and faith. If the
examination system is repeatedly
questioned, it has the greatest
impact on students who are prepar-
ing sincerely. In such a situation,
the administration's responsibility
is not limited to conducting the
exam; ensuring transparency, time-
ly information, and fairness
becomes equally important.
Maintaining trust in the examina-
tion system is the paramount
responsibility of any democratic
education system.

India's competitive examination
system is not just an admission
process, but the foundation of social
justice, opportunity, and talent test-
ing. When irregularities, doubts, or
cancellations occur in a national
examination like the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET), it impacts not just one
exam but also the trust, time, and
mental balance of millions of stu-
dents. An examination is not mere-
ly a technical event; it symbolizes
the trust the state ensures that hard

Edit

work, ability, and preparation are
properly rewarded. Therefore, the
credibility of the examination sys-
tem is the backbone of any demo-
cratic education system.

The most worrying aspect of cases
like NEET is not just the fact that a
single incident occurred, but why
such incidents keep recurring.
When a national exam comes under
scrutiny, public confidence is shak-
en. Students, parents, teachers,
coaching institutes, and the admin-
istration—all grapple with a ques-
tion that cannot be answered by
mere press releases. The question
is: is our examination system truly
robust enough to simultaneously
deliver on all three fronts: trans-
parency, fairness, and security? If
not, the problem isn't just with one
exam, but with the entire system.
Crises in examination systems
don't arise suddenly. They stem
from small weaknesses that aren't
addressed in a timely manner. If
even one link at all these levels—
question paper preparation, confi-
dential material protection, logis-
tics transportation, examination

center monitoring, technical verifi-
cation, identification procedures,
and answer sheet handling—is
weak, the entire system can be put
under scrutiny. In modern times,
examinations are no longer merely
a pen-and-paper affair; they have
become a system interconnected
with a highly complex network of
information, security, and control.
Therefore, negligence at any level
directly impacts the future of stu-
dents. It must also be understood
that trust in the examination sys-
tem is built not only on transparen-
cy, but also on consistency. If a stu-
dent lacks assurance that the value
of their hard work is stable and
secure, their preparation becomes
uncertain. Even before an honest
student reaches the examination
center, many questions arise—will
the question paper be secure? Will
no one gain unfair advantage? Will
the entire process be fair? When
such questions become common-
place, it should be understood that
the crisis is not merely administra-
tive, but also moral. The fundamen-
tal objective of education is equality
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The NEET crisis and the credi-
bility of the examination system

of opportunity, and if this is weak-
ened, the system deviates from its
purpose.

This concern becomes even more
acute in an examination like the
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test, as it is not merely a profes-
sional entrance exam but the center
of the socio-economic dreams of
millions of families. Students from
rural areas, lower-middle class can-
didates, and youth from small
towns dream of advancing on the
strength of their merit despite limit-
ed resources. But when the integri-
ty of the examination is questioned,
these same students suffer the most.
Those with influence, resources, or
networks often circumvent the sys-
tem's weaknesses; but those with
only hard work are the most affect-
ed. Therefore, examination trans-
parency is not just a matter of
administrative reform, but also a
question of social justice.

The crisis in the examination sys-
tem also has a profound impact on
students' mental health. Preparing
for competitive exams is already
extremely stressful. Students

endure long periods of strict disci-
pline, limited social life, family
expectations, and uncertainty
about their future. When the future
of the exam itself becomes uncer-
tain, the mental pressure increases
exponentially. Some students
become frustrated, some repeatedly
change their strategies, and some
even fall into deep depression.
Therefore, the examination admin-
istration must understand that it is
not simply announcing dates or
establishing centers, but is also
handling the future of young peo-
ple. The digital age has brought
both convenience and new chal-
lenges to examination administra-
tion. Systems like online registra-
tion, digital identity, CCTV surveil-
lance, encrypted data, and central-
ized control have modernized the
examination system. However, this
has also increased technological
risks. Data leaks, software tamper-
ing, internal collusion, cyber intru-
sions, and the spread of misinfor-
mation have all emerged as new
challenges. Therefore, simply
adopting technology is not enough;
its security, audit, and accountabil-
ity must also be equally robust. If
the technology itself is weak, claims
of transparency will prove hollow.
Improving the examination system
requires establishing accountabili-
ty first. When an examination
becomes controversial, attention
often focuses solely on the incident.
But the real question is whose neg-
ligence allowed the incident to
occur. A review of the role of every-
one—the exam-organizing body,
the relevant ministry, security
agencies, central-level officials, and
local administration—is essential.
Accountability means not just
removing individual officials, but
re-evaluating the entire system. If
the culprits are not caught, the
shortcomings in the process are not
made public, and corrective steps
are not taken.

The Taj Mahal Controversy:

Greedy owners extract milk and
leave them to shovel in the garbage

Myth vs. History

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

The Taj Mahal is a cultural heritage
of India and one of the world's most
famous historical buildings. Built
by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan
in memory of his wife Mumtaz
Mabhal, this magnificent monument
is considered a symbol of love, art,
and architectural beauty. Built
between 1632 and 1653, this marble
mausoleum is now listed as one of
the Seven Wonders of the World.
However, controversies have peri-
odically arisen regarding its origin
and construction. Some claim it to
be a Hindu temple or a palace, and
others question its historicity based
on the so-called "Tejo Mahalaya"
theory. In recent years, the film
"The Taj Story" has reignited this
debate. Therefore, it is essential to
understand this topic based on his-
torical facts, archaeological evi-
dence, and authenticated docu-
ments, rather than on emotions or
rumors.

The Taj Mahal is located on the
southern bank of the Yamuna River
in Agra. Contemporary historian
Abdul Hameed Lahori, in his
famous work "Padshahnama,"
detailed that after Mumtaz Mahal's
death, Shah Jahan commissioned
the construction of this mausoleum
in her memory. According to histo-
rians, approximately 20,000 artisans
and craftsmen worked for 22 years
to complete the building. Persian,
Turkish, Indian, and Central Asian
artisans played a role in the con-
struction. The use of white marble
from Makrana (Rajasthan) and pre-
cious stones from various regions
makes its grandeur unparalleled.
The Taj Mahal's architecture is con-
sidered a fine example of the
Mughal style, showcasing a beauti-
ful blend of Islamic arches, Persian

domes, and Indian architectural ele-
ments. Its Charbagh-style garden,
its surrounding minarets, its intri-
cate marble carvings, and its artis-
tic inscribing of Quranic verses
make it a world-class heritage site.
UNESCO declared it a World
Heritage Site in 1983, calling it "the
finest example of Mughal architec-
ture." The Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) also clearly considers it
a Mughal-era mausoleum.

The modern controversy surround-
ing the Taj Mahal is believed to
have begun in 1989 with
Purushottam Nagesh Oak's book,
"Taj Mahal: The True Story." Oak
claimed that the Taj Mahal was
actually a Shiva temple called "Tejo
Mahalaya," which Shah Jahan cap-
tured and converted into a mau-
soleum. He cited the Sanskrit ety-
mology of the word "Taj," certain
architectural features, and enclosed
chambers in his arguments.
However, historians and archaeolo-
gists dismissed these claims as
baseless.

Most importantly, no contemporary
Hindu text, inscription, official doc-
ument, or British-era survey men-
tions a temple named "Tejo
Mahalaya." If such a massive struc-
ture had existed as a temple in the
past, references to it would surely
be found in some historical record.
Courts have also dismissed these
claims from time to time. In peti-
tions filed in 2000, 2005, and 2017, the
courts stated that such claims were
inconsistent with historical facts.
The Supreme Court also rejected
these claims due to the lack of con-
crete evidence.

The so-called "22 Closed Rooms" of
the Taj Mahal have long been a sub-
ject of curiosity and controversy.
These rooms, located in the base-
ment area of the Taj Mahal, have
long been kept closed for security
reasons. Some groups claim that
Hindu idols, Shivalingas, or other
religious relics are hidden in these
rooms. However, the
Archaeological Survey of India has
clarified that these rooms are auxil-
iary chambers built for the struc-
tural strength of the building. They
were kept closed to the public due to
concerns about damage to the mar-
ble from high humidity, carbon
dioxide, and tourist activity.

Several experts, including archaeol-
ogist K.K. Mohammed, have
inspected these rooms. They say
there's nothing unusual inside,
except for the typical walls, arches,
and damaged plaster. Even the pho-
tographs released in 2022 showed no
religious symbols or idols in these
rooms. This makes it clear that
most of the rumors about these
rooms are based on imagination
and sensationalism.

Recently, the film "The Taj Story"
revived this controversy. The film
attempts to portray the Taj Mahal
as a Shiva temple and presents the
mystery of the 22 locked rooms in a
mysterious manner. However, his-
torians believe this portrayal is
driven more by imagination and
political discourse than by histori-
cal facts. Art and cinema enjoy free-
dom of expression, but when pre-
senting history, factual responsibil-
ity becomes equally important.

The Taj Mahal is not just a building,
but a symbol of India's shared cul-
tural heritage. Its architecture
reflects a remarkable blend of
Indian and Persian artistic tradi-
tions. The use of Indian symbols
such as the lotus indicates that
Mughal architecture was influ-
enced by local art and culture.
Limiting it to a single religion or
community would be a narrowing of
the breadth of history.

Today, the Taj Mahal attracts mil-
lions of tourists every year and con-
tributes significantly to India's
tourism economy. Challenges such
as pollution, acid rain, the
Yamuna's declining water level, and
environmental damage are already
raising serious questions about its
preservation. At this time, the need
for conservation and promotion of
this World Heritage Site is greater
than baseless controversy.
Ultimately, the Taj Mahal is an
immortal masterpiece of history,
art, and human sensibility. History
should be evaluated based on evi-
dence and research, not rumors and
political pressures. Rising above
myths and controversies, we must
view this monument as a symbol of
India's cultural unity and shared
heritage. This approach is the hall-
mark of a society that is responsible
for its history and aware of its
future.

COWS DYING ON THE ROADS

Priyanka Saurabh

A horrifying scene is
becoming commonplace in
almost every city, big or
small, in India—cows
searching for food in
garbage heaps, calves
swallowing plastic, ani-
mals wandering the
streets, and a population
struggling with filth. On
one hand, society worships
the cow as "mother," while
on the other, those same
cows are dying on the
streets due to hunger, dis-
ease, and negligence. This
is not just a failure of the
sanitation system, but a
living testament to our
social insensitivity and
duplicity.

Today, the morning scene
in most cities across the
country is nearly identi-
cal. After milking, cattle
owners let their cows
loose. These animals then
wander the streets, mar-
kets, and garbage dumps,
searching for food. Rotten
vegetables, plastic bags,
medical waste, and toxic
garbage enter their stom-
achs, gradually leading to
their deaths. Many times,
kilograms of plastic are
removed from cows' stom-
achs during operations,
yet society's sensibilities
remain unabated.

The biggest question is
with those cattle breeders
who consider animals
merely "milking
machines." Cows are wor-
shipped as long as they
generate income, but as
soon as they are aban-

doned on the streets, their
responsibility is consid-
ered over. This is the ugli-
est face of greed and inhu-
manity. What culture or
religion is it to abandon
the animal that sustains
the household, pays the
children's fees, and pro-
vides the family income, to
forage in the garbage?
Ironically, the cow is the
most rousing emotion in
the country. From political
to religious platforms,
"Mother Cow" is hailed.
People post videos on
social media of themselves
feeding cows, claiming to
be great animal lovers. But
if there was true love and
respect for the cow, no cow
would be seen hungry,
injured, or eating plastic
on city streets.

Today, the situation has
deteriorated so much that
stray animals in cities are
not only losing their own
lives but also posing a
threat to the lives of ordi-
nary people. Thousands of
people are injured in road
accidents every year.
Animals suddenly appear-
ing in the dark of night
often cause fatal accidents.
But neither the adminis-
tration nor society seems
serious.

The municipal corporation
and local administration
periodically talk about
launching campaigns, but
the problem is never
addressed at its root. Some
animals are captured and
sent to cow shelters, action
is shown for a few days,
and then everything
returns to normal. The
real problem is that ani-
mal owners are not held
accountable. Why is there
no strict action taken
against someone Wwho
abandons their animal on
the street?

This crisis isn't limited to
animals. The waste and

filth spread across cities
has become a major threat
to public health. Open
garbage heaps are breed-
ing grounds for mosqui-
toes, flies, and infections.
During the rainy season,
this garbage clogs drains,
causing waterlogging and
a disease crisis. Yet, we
still try to shirk our
responsibilities by consid-
ering cleanliness solely a
government responsibili-
ty.

India makes grand claims
about "smart cities" and
modern development.
Shining roads, sprawling
malls, and tall buildings
have become symbols of
progress. But true develop-
ment is where Dboth
humans and animals can
live with dignity and secu-
rity. In a city where cows
search for food in garbage
and people pass by, taking
the scene for granted,
development is merely a
sham.

Our biggest problem is
that we've turned sensitiv-
ity into a performance. It's
easy to show compassion
in front of the camera, but
it's harder to demand sys-
temic change. People
donate to temples, go on
pilgrimages, and debate
cow issues, yet remain
silent about the filth and
plight of animals around
them.

Politics has also been sole-
ly focused on this issue for
emotional gain. Elections
are marked by speeches
about cows and religion,
but there's no concrete pol-
icy in sight to address the
dying cows on the streets.
Crores of rupees are
claimed to be spent on cow
shelters, yet the number of
stray animals in cities con-
tinues to grow. Where is
this money going? Who
will hold accountable?

The saddest thing is that

generations of children are
becoming accustomed to
this inhumane sight. The
daily sight of injured ani-
mals on the streets, cows
searching for food in
garbage, and the filth of
the environment slowly
kills their senses. A socie-
ty that cannot even be kind
to its animals cannot
remain humane towards
humans for long.

The solution is clear, all
that is needed is willpow-
er. First, the responsibility
of livestock owners must
be established.
Registration of every ani-
mal should be mandatory,
and heavy fines should be
imposed for abandoning
animals on the street.
Municipal bodies should
implement modern waste
management systems.
Strict action is needed
against the open use of
plastic and improper waste
disposal. Transparent
audits of the actual condi-
tion of cow shelters should
be conducted.

Society must also change
its behavior. Throwing
garbage on the streets,
leaving plastic in the open,
and blaming the govern-
ment for every problem is
an easy way out. Cities
change through civic disci-
pline and collective
responsibility.

Today, the garbage strewn
across the streets and cows
searching for food in it
isn't just a spectacle of mis-
management. They reflect
the moral decline of our
society. There's a lot of
noise about cows, but the
silence about their real
suffering is even greater.
Until this double standard
is eradicated, neither will
cities be truly clean, nor
will animals be safe, nor
will our society remain
worthy of being called sen-
sitive.
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D.S. Ramesh directs comprehensive action plan

for storm water drain maintenance

Bengaluru :A review
meeting on the mainte-
nance of major storm
water drains, progress
of development works
under CMIDP and SSIP
grants, and removal of
dilapidated structures
in Bengaluru East City
Corporation was held
under the chairman-
ship of Commissioner
D.S. Ramesh.

During the meeting,
the Commissioner
instructed officials to
prepare ward-wise
action plans for main-
taining major storm
water drains, including
around 35 km of con-
crete drains in
Mahadevapura Zone
and 45 km in KR Puram
Zone. He directed offi-
cials to carry out desilt-
ing operations four
times a year and ensure
continuous monitoring

ing and submit reports

drone videos and pho-

Karnataka

drains being developed

conducted and officials
would be held respon-
sible if silt accumula-
tion was found in sup-
posedly cleaned drains.
Directions were also
issued to inspect flood-
prone areas and take
precautionary mea-
sures to prevent mon-
soon waterlogging.
Regarding CMIDP
and SSIP-funded road
works, officials were
instructed to complete
asphalt works by May
15 in completed civil
work areas and finish
all pending infrastruc-
ture works by May 30.
The Commissioner
also directed immedi-
ate identification and
removal of dangerous
buildings, compound
walls, and unsafe struc-
tures. Notices are to be
issued for private prop-
erties, while barricad-

by Executive detailing the extent of tographs as proof of under World Bank- ing, public alerts, and
Engineers. drains cleaned. The maintenance work. funded projects. alternative traffic

Officials were Commissioner also Coordination with the The Commissioner arrangements must be
instructed to fix daily directed officials to pro- ProjectImplementation warned that surprise ensured in hazardous
targets for drain clean- vide before-and-after Unit was stressed for inspections would be areas.

PM Mod1’s Vision Driving India’s EV Revolution: Karnataka
Gets 1,243 New EV Chargers Under PM E-DRIVE

Bengaluru Bengaluru wit-
nessed a major push towards
India’s clean mobility transforma-
tion on Monday as Union Minister
for Heavy Industries H.D.
Kumaraswamy announced key
approvals and policy initiatives
aimed at strengthening the coun-
try’s EV charging ecosystem
under the PM E-DRIVE Scheme.
In a significant development for
Karnataka, the Union Minister
announced the approval of propos-
als involving the installation of
1,243 EV chargers in the State with
a financial outlay of Rs.123.26
crore. The announcement posi-
tions Karnataka among the lead-
ing States driving India’s transi-
tion towards electric mobility.

Addressing the Conference on
Enabling Nationwide EV
Charging Infrastructure under the
PM E-DRIVE Scheme in
Bengaluru, Kumaraswamy said
Bengaluru has emerged as one of
India’s leading EV charging hubs
and urged other States to actively
participate in accelerating the
nationwide transition towards
clean mobility.

The Minister stated that propos-
als worth Rs.503.86 crore have so
far been approved for the installa-
tion of 4,874 EV chargers across
various States and Central Public
Sector Enterprises. Approved pro-
posals include major CPSEs such

WHY BANGALORE LEADS INDIA’S INVESTMENT MAP:
THE PERFECT BLEND OF TECH GROWTH,

as HPCL, IOCL and BPCL, along
with States including Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Kerala, Telangana,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Praising Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
Union Minister
H.D.Kumaraswamy said India is
steadily advancing towards the
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 while
remaining firmly committed to
achieving Net Zero emissions by
2070. He noted that the Prime
Minister’s emphasis on sustain-
ability, innovation and scale has
fundamentally transformed
India’s approach towards mobility
and energy.

The Minister highlighted that

INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION, AND HIGH-VALUE REAL
ESTATE OPPORTUNITIES

Why Bangalore Leads
India’s Investment Map:

India’s automotive sector contrib-
utes over 7% to the country’s GDP,
accounts for nearly half of manu-
facturing GDP, and supports close
to 30 million livelihoods, making it
central to India’s clean mobility
transition.

He also underlined several
major initiatives launched by the
Ministry of Heavy Industries to
strengthen India’s position as a
global hub for future mobility
technologies. These include the
Rs.18,100 crore PLI ACC Scheme
for battery cell manufacturing, the
Rs.25,938 crore PLI Auto Scheme
promoting cleaner vehicles includ-
ing EVs and hydrogen-powered
vehicles, and the recently
launched Rs.7,280 crore REPM

Scheme aimed at achieving self-
reliance in rare earth magnet
manufacturing.

Describing the PM E-DRIVE
Scheme as the cornerstone of
India’s EV transformation,
Kumaraswamy said the Rs.10,900
crore initiative is accelerating the
adoption of electric two-wheelers,
three-wheelers, buses and trucks
while simultaneously creating a
robust nationwide EV charging
infrastructure. He added that
Rs.2,000 crore has specifically
been earmarked for EV Public
Charging Infrastructure deploy-
ment across the country.

The Minister also acknowledged
the contribution of Oil Marketing
Companies including BPCL, IOCL
and HPCL in scaling charging
infrastructure nationwide. Under
the FAME-II scheme, OMCs have
installed 8,932 EV chargers across
the country with subsidy support
of Rs.873.5 crore from the Ministry
of Heavy Industries. Of these, 721
chargers have been installed in
Karnataka alone.

H.D. Kumaraswamy further
appreciated the role played by
Charge Point Operators and
industry players such as Tata
Power, ChargeZone and
Mahindra & Mahindra in
strengthening India’s EV ecosys-
tem through innovation and exe-
cution capabilities.
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Heavy rain forecast in coastal dists
from May 13; IMD issues warning

Mangaluru/
Bengaluru, May 12: Pre-
monsoon activities are
picking up pace in the
coastal regions, with the
Meteorological
Department forecasting
heavy rainfall starting
Wednesday, May 13. A
depression is likely to
form in the Bay of
Bengal near the Tamil
Nadu coast around May
12, which will trigger
the change in weather
patterns.

Under the influence of
this system, widespread
heavy rain accompanied
by thunder and light-
ning is expected across

coastal Karnataka,
Kerala, and several
parts of Tamil Nadu
from May 13.

Furthermore, the move-
ment of the southwest
monsoon winds over the
Indian Ocean and the
Arabian Sea is expected
to intensify from May
15, paving the way for
strong pre-monsoon
showers along the coast.

Dakshina Kannada,
Udupi, and Kasargod

districts are highly like-
ly to witness moderate
to heavy rainfall over
the next four to five
days. The weather
department also noted
that highly favorable
conditions are forming,
indicating that the
southwest monsoon
might arrive slightly
earlier than usual this
year in the coastal belt.

With gusty winds
reaching speeds of 40 to
50 km/h predicted in
certain areas, the India

Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued a warning to
fishermen and resi-
dents living along the
coastline to exercise
utmost caution.
Meanwhile, heavy rains
lashed parts of
Chikkamagaluru dis-
trict, particularly
around Kalasa and
Koppa, as well as Haveri
on May 11 evening,
bringing much-needed
respite from the heat in
those regions.

BNCC Commissioner reviews monsoon
preparedness and civic works progress

A comprehensive
review meeting on mon-
soon preparedness, main-
tenance activities, and
progress of ongoing civic
works was held at the
Commissioner’s Office
conference hall in
Bengaluru under the

chairmanship of BNCC
Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar.

During the meeting, offi-
cials discussed ongoing
works, new tender pro-
cesses, maintenance ten-
ders, desilting of storm
water drains, tree mainte-
nance, and vulnerable

NEET Cancellation Is Central Government's Biggest

Scandal: Dr.Sharanaprakash Patil

BENGALURU

The Perfect Blend of Tech
Growth, Infrastructure
Expansion, and High-
Value Real Estate
Opportunities
Bengaluru: Bangalore
has gradually established
itself as one of the most
favorable cities for invest-
ments due to the perfect
combination of growth
based on advanced tech-
nologies, rapid infrastruc-
ture development, and a
booming real estate sector.
E. Lakshminarayana
Reddy Founder & CEO of
EARA Group said,
"Referred to as the Silicon
Valley of India, Bangalore
has been grabbing atten-
tion from investors not
only due to technological
innovation, but also
because of being a diversi-
fied economy that ensures
steady investments." The
first driver of Bangalore’s
investment potential is
represented by the thriv-
ing technology sector,
which includes numerous
IT companies, startup ven-
tures, and Global
Capability Centers (GCCs).
Thus, Bangalore features a
high-quality labour force
with a great number of
employees, including tal-
ents from all around the
world. Besides, this sector

ensures an inflow of
skilled professionals and,
therefore, leads to the
emergence of demand in
different sectors of the real

estate market.
E. Lakshminarayana
Reddy added,"

Development of infrastruc-
ture too has been an impor-
tant aspect that has shaped
Bangalore. There has been
constant development in
the Namma Metro, better
arterial roads, ring roads,
and airport connectivity.
Whitefield, Sarjapur road,
North Bangalore, and
Electronic City corridors
are developing very fast
and have created micro-
markets for both users as
well as investors.
Development in and
around Kempegowda
International Airport is
emerging as one of the big-
gest growth areas due to
business parks, logistics
centers, and urban devel-
opment in the area."

Karnataka Minister for
Medical Education, Skill
Development, Livelihood
and Raichur District
In-charge, Dr.
Sharanaprakash R. Patil,
has strongly condemned
the Central Government’s
cancellation of the NEET
examination, calling it a
grave injustice to lakhs of
aspiring medical students
across the country.

The National Testing
Agency (NTA) cancelled
the NEET examination
held on May 3 & announc-
ing reexamination follow-
ing the leakage of ques-
tion papers, throwing the
futures of hundreds of
thousands of students
into uncertainty.

Speaking to media here
on Tuesday, Dr. Patil said
the NEET fiasco is the
Central Government’s
biggest scandal. “For the
past four to five years,
irregularities and contro-
versies in NEET have
been a recurring phenom-
enon with no end in sight.
The BJP government at
the Centre is entirely
responsible for this
mess,” he said. The
Minister pointed out that
despite repeated repre-
sentations to the Central
Government and the con-

cerned ministry, no cor-
rective action was taken,
leading to yet another
massive failure.

The Central
Government must take
full responsibility. The
guilty must be brought to
justice. This is a testa-
ment to the incompetence
of the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre. Where
there is question paper
leakage, crores of rupees
are changing hands —
this is nothing but cor-
ruption,” Dr. Patil said.
Dr. Patil expressed deep
concern for the mental
well-being of students
who had prepared sin-
cerely and diligently for
the examination.
“Conducting the exami-

nation all over again is
deeply unfair to honest,
hardworking students. It
causes immense stress
and hardship to students
and their families,” he
said.He urged students
not to lose hope or suc-
cumb to anxiety, and to
focus on their future. “My
heartfelt advice to every
student is to stay strong,
keep their future goals in
mind, and prepare for the
re-examination with con-
fidence,” Dr. Patil added.

PM MODI MUST
DELIVER SOLUTIONS,
NOT SPEECHES

Dr. Patil took a sharp
dig at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying,
“The Prime Minister
must stop making grand

speeches and instead pro-
vide immediate solutions
to problems like these.
The man who hosts
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’
must first resolve the
chaos in this very exami-
nation.”

He further noted that
Karnataka’s own
Common Entrance Test
(CET) has been conducted
without a single such
lapse, and asserted that
Karnataka’s examination
model stands as a bench-
mark for the entire
nation. “The Central
Government and the
Prime Minister clearly
have no understanding of
how to conduct a credible
examination. That is why
mistakes are Dbeing
repeated year after year.
The people of this country
must hold them account-
able,” he said.

COACHING CENTRES
MUST BE REINED IN Dr.
Patil alleged that coach-
ing centres in Rajasthan
and Haryana are actively
orchestrating question
paper leaks to boost their
own reputation and busi-
ness. “Elements within
the Central Government
are complicit in this rack-
et. The Union Minister
concerned must resign
immediately,”

locations ahead of the
monsoon season. The
Commissioner directed
officials to complete desilt-
ing of all storm water
drains and canals before
the rains begin to ensure
smooth flow of rainwater
and prevent public incon-

venience.

Officials were instruct-
ed to clear garbage heaps
and roadside waste imme-
diately and ensure proper
waste management across
BNCC limits. The
Commissioner also
emphasized coordinated
efforts among engineers,

health officers, and sanita-
tion staff to prevent waste
accumulation in public
areas.

Special focus was laid on
maintenance of arterial
and sub-arterial roads to
avoid water stagnation
during monsoon. Officials

were also directed to
operationalize com-
pleted projects with-
out delay and expe-
dite the Jakkur fly-
over works on prior-
ity.

The Commissioner
instructed depart-
ments to identify
dangerous buildings,
incomplete works,
and damaged roads
and take preventive
measures immedi-
ately. Discussions
were also held on cli-
mate change mitiga-
tion measures,

including scientific stud-
ies on special paints for
government buildings to
reduce heat impact.

Senior officials from
development, revenue,
engineering, finance,
health, forest, and disaster
management departments
attended the meeting.

AN INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY ON THE LINES OF ELCITA
SHOULD BE CONSTITUTED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGE-
MENT OF PEENYA INDUSTRIAL AREA: MP DR. C.N. MANJUNATH'

Bengaluru: MP
Dr.C.N.Manjunath stated
that, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Central
Government has introduced
several significant schemes

and incentive programs for
the growth of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) across the country.
He highlighted that initia-
tives such as Make in India,
Startup India, and the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme have
strengthened small indus-
tries financially and created
greater employment opportu-
nities.

Speaking at lthe founda-
tion stone laying ceremony of
the  Technology  Cum
Common Facility Centre
(TCFC) organized by National
Small Industries Corporation
(NSIC) in the Peenya
Industrial Area he said.The
MP observed that the Peenya
Industrial Area is one of the
State’s major industrial hubs
and emphasized the need for
better infrastructure and

modern facilities for the
industries functioning there.

Referring to the successful
model of Electronics City
Industrial Township
Authority (ELCITA) in
Electronic City, he suggested

that a similar “Industrial
Township Authority” should
be established for the Peenya
Industrial Area as well. He
stated that such an authority
would enable effective man-
agement of roads, drainage,
sanitation, infrastructure
development, and overall
industrial area maintenance
through active participation
of industries themselves.In
this regard, he urged the
State Government, through
the Secretaries of the
Karnataka Government pres-
ent at the event, to take neces-
sary steps towards establish-
ing such a system. He further
stated that the growth of
industries would lead to
increased employment oppor-
tunities and provide greater
momentum to the economic
progress of the State.
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AIADMK rebels back TVK
government, accuse EPS of
seeking DMK support

CHENNAL The rebellion
within the AIADMK intensi-
fied on Tuesday, with senior
leaders aligned against party
general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami announcing
their decision to extend sup-
port to the government headed
by Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay, while also alleging that
Palaniswami had proposed
forming a government with
the support of the DMK.
Addressing reporters after
consultations with rebel
MLASs at his residence, senior
AIADMK leader C Ve
Shanmugam said the proposal
placed before them was that
the ATADMK could secure the
support of the DMK to elect
Palaniswami as  Chief
Minister.

“AIADMK was founded to
oppose the DMK and has car-
ried out politics against it for
more than five decades. If the
AJIADMK aligns with the
DMK, the party itself will

cease to exist,” he said, adding
that  legislators  were
“shocked” by the suggestion
and refused to accept it.

Shanmugam said a meeting
of the ATADMK legislature
party was subsequently con-
vened in which resolutions
were adopted acknowledging
the party’s defeat in the recent
Assembly election as part of
the NDA alliance. He said the
legislators resolved that the
ATADMK should function
independently and focus on
rebuilding the organisation.
He said the legislature party
had also formally resolved to
support the TVK government
in the Assembly.

According to him, SP
Velumani was elected leader
of the ATADMK legislature
party, while former Minister
C Vijayabaskar was chosen as
whip, MLA Hari as deputy
leader and former Minister R.
Kamaraj as secretary. Letters
regarding the changes had

been submitted to the pro-tem
Speaker, he added.

Shanmugam maintained
that the dissident camp had no
intention of splitting the party
and said the ATADMK had suf-
fered a series of electoral set-
backs that required collective
introspection.

“There is no personal blame
against anyone. We all share
responsibility for the defeats.
The movement founded by
MGR and strengthened by
Jayalalithaa must be protect-
ed and revived,” he said.

He urged Palaniswami to
convene the party’s general
council at the earliest to dis-
cuss the reasons for the repeat-
ed defeats and arrive at correc-
tive measures. Backing the
demand, Velumani rejected
allegations that the rebel fac-
tion was attempting to break
the ATADMK. “We have no
intention of weakening the
party founded by MGR. But
repeated defeats have raised
serious questions that need to
be addressed through healthy
discussions in the general
council,” he said. Velumani
said the ATADMK had missed
opportunities to secure victo-
ries in successive elections
despite favourable political
conditions, and called for col-
lective efforts to restore the
party and bringback “Amma’s
rule” in the State.

Tamil Nadu

TVK legislator JCD Prabhakar
unanimously elected as TN
Assembly Speaker

CHENNALI TVK legisla-
tor JCD Prabhakar on
Tuesday was unanimous-
ly elected as Tamil Nadu
Assembly Speaker.

Prabhakar's nomination
was proposed by Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay
and as his was the only
nomination received for
the Speaker's post, he has

been unanimously elected
unopposed, Pro-Tem
Speaker M V Karuppaiah
said when the Assembly
was convened for the day
to elect the Speaker.
Following the election,
Karuppaiah announced
that his role as Pro-Tem
Speaker has ended. He
invited the Leader of the

House K A Sengottaiyan
and Leader of the
Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin to escort the newly
elected Speaker to his
chair, as per the tradition
followed in the House.
And from today,
Prabhakar would conduct
the proceedings in the
House, he added.

ccordingly, Sengottaiyan
and Udhayanidhi
approached Prabhakar and
congratulated him. They
escorted him to his chair
located centrally in the
House where the treasury
benches and opposition
members sit facing each
other on either side of the
chair.

Tamil Nadu: Two youths killed by wild
jumbos in separate attacks

COIMBATORE: In con-
tinuing elephant attack
deaths, two persons were
killed in separate wild ele-
phant attacks in the Nilgiris
on Monday night. The
deceased include a tribal
youth and a temple priest.

Industry expansion must
center around drones, Al,
global jobs: SICCI tells Tamil
Nadu government C Raghu
(28), an Irula tribal from

Trade unions seek permanent alternate jobs for
TASMAC workers after closure of 717 outlets

CHENNALIL Two Left trade
unions representing
TASMAC employees on
Tuesday urged Chief Minister
C Joseph Vijay to provide
permanent alternative
employment to workers like-
ly to be affected by the State
government’s decision to
close 717 TASMAC retail
liquor outlets operating near
places of worship, education-
al institutions and bus stands.

Tamil Nadu: Two youths
killed by wild jumbos in sepa-
rate attacks

In separate statements, the
CITU-affiliated TASMAC
Uzhiyar ManilaSammelanam
and the AITUC-affiliated
Tamil Nadu TASMAC
Workers Union welcomed the
government’s move to shut
down liquor outlets causing
inconvenience to the public
as part of efforts to create a
drug-free Tamil Nadu. CITU-
affiliated TASMAC Uzhiyar
Manila Sammelanam general

secretary K Thiruselvan said
TASMAC was operating 4,765
retail liquor shops across the
State, apart from more than
1,000 private FL-2 licensed
bars and recreation clubs
involved in liquor sales.

He, however, alleged that
TASMAC officials had pre-
pared the list of shops to be
closed in haste without con-
ducting adequate field inspec-
tions. He claimed that private
FL-2 licensed bars and recre-
ation clubs functioning adja-

cent to or near the identified
TASMAC outlets had not
been taken into consider-
ation. Closure of only
TASMAC retail shops would
merely divert customers to
private bars and recreation
clubs, thereby defeating the
larger objective of the govern-
ment’s policy decision, he
said. Thiruselvan also
expressed concern over the
uncertainty faced by employ-
ees working in the shops
identified for closure, alleg-

ing that TASMAC officials
had already initiated steps to
shut the outlets without
announcing rehabilitation
measures for workers.

Recalling that employees
affected by earlier closures fol-
lowing court orders and policy
decisions had been accommo-
dated in permanent posts with-
in TASMAC and the coopera-
tive sector, he urged the gov-
ernment to provide permanent
alternative employment in
other government departments
to over 3,000 workers employed
in the 717 shops, based on their
educational qualifications.
AITUC-affiliated Tamil Nadu
TASMAC Workers Union gen-
eral secretary T Dhanasekar
said the government led by
Chief Minister Vijay had initi-
ated measures towards fulfill-
ing its promise of creating a
drugfree Tamil Nadu, includ-
ing the formation of special
anti-drug and “Singa Pen” task
forces.

Doctors warn raw mangoes may trigger
seasonal skin allergies in some people

New Delhi,

May 12: Raw
mangoes are
among the
most loved
summer foods
in India,
enjoyed in the
form of kairi
slices, aam
panna, pick-
les and chut-
n ey s .
However, der-
matologists
have warned
that handling
or consuming
raw mangoes
can trigger
skin allergies
and rashes in
some people.

Experts say
the reaction is usually
caused not by the
mango pulp, but by
chemicals present in
the peel, sap and stem
area of the fruit. These
compounds are chemi-
cally similar to urushi-
ol, the allergen found in
poison ivy and poison
oak, which can trigger
allergic contact derma-
titis in sensitive indi-
viduals.

Doctors note that the
problem becomes more
common during sum-
mer as raw mangoes
are widely handled in
Indian households for

pickling and cooking.
Repeated exposure can
increase sensitivity
and lead to stronger
reactions over time.
According to special-
ists, the highest con-
centration of irritants
is found in the peel,
near the stem and in
the sticky sap released
while cutting the fruit.
Since the flesh contains
much lower levels of
these substances, many
people experience reac-
tions only when they
touch or consume man-
goes with the skin
attached.Symptoms
may appear within

hours or even up to two
days after exposure.
Common signs include
itchy red rashes around
the lips or mouth,
swelling of the lips or
eyelids, burning sensa-
tion, blisters, dry skin
and rashes on the fin-
gers or hands after cut-
ting mangoes. In severe
cases, the rash may
spread to the neck, face
and arms.

Doctors say people
with eczema, sensitive
skin, or allergies
linked to poison ivy,
cashews or pistachios
may be at greater risk.
Mangoes, cashews and

pistachios belong to
the same botanical
family, and cross-
reactions have been
documented in med-
ical studies. Experts
advise washing the
affected area imme-
diately with mild
soap and cool water
if symptoms appear.
Cold compresses,
moisturisers, anti-
histamines and pre-

scribed steroid
creams may help
reduce discomfort.
Severe swelling,

breathing difficulty
or widespread blis-
tering requires
immediate medical
attention.
Dermatologists
recommend avoiding
direct contact with
mango peel and sap,
especially while cut-
ting raw mangoes.
Wearing gloves, wash-
ing mangoes thorough-
ly before peeling and
avoiding biting directly
into the fruit with the
skin attached can help
prevent allergic reac-
tions.

Doctors say that once
the trigger is identified,
most people can con-
tinue enjoying man-
goes safely by avoiding
contact with the peel
and sap.

Thalamokkai village near
Kotagiri, was attacked by a
wild elephant while return-
ing home from a temple visit.
According to forest officials,

Raghu and his friends were
heading back to their village
around midnight after visit-
ing a temple located near a
forest area, when the ele-
phant suddenly charged at
them. Though his friends
raised an alarm and man-
aged to drive the animal
away, Raghu sustained
severe injuries and died on
the spot. A team of forest
department personnel.
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Udhayanidhi says
Sanatana Dharma divides,
must be "abolished’

CHENNAI DMK leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Tuesday called for the “abo-
lition” of Sanatana Dharma,
claiming it divides people,
repeating similar contro-
versial remarks he made in
September 2023.

In his maiden speech as
the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly, the DMK leader
also said the opposition
“will not permit” any
attempt to sideline “Tamil
Thai Vazhuthu,” the Tamil
invocation song.

“Sanatana Dharma,
which divides the people,

must certainly be abol-
ished,” he said in his speech
in the House. His similar
remarks in 2023 had created
amajor row, with the leader
facing flak and court cases
from pro-Hindu outfits over
his remarks. Udhayanidhi
was highlighting a specific
grievance regarding the
recent swearing-in ceremo-

ny of the new government,
observing that the state
anthem was pushed to the
third position in the order
of events rather than its tra-
ditional priority.

“...such an incident,
which happened during
your government’s swear-
ing-in ceremony, was a mis-
take and you should not
permit it to happen again in
this Assembly. We will not
permit it,” said the LoP.

He added that not just in
the Assembly, but in any
government event or any
event held in Tamil Nadu,
the ‘Tamil Thai Vazhthuw’

must always be given the
primary position. “I request
this government to ensure
that this is never compro-
mised. We must be very
vigilant in protecting our
rights and traditions,” said
the LoP. The deviation, he
claimed, caused significant
anger and shock among the
people of the state.

'Ensures voices of opposition ring out more strongly":
MK Stalin to newly elected TN Speaker, Dy Speaker

NEW DELHI: DMK Chief MK
Stalin on Tuesday extended best
wishes to JCD Prabhakar and
Ravishankar for being elected as the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly,
urging them to uphold the dignity of
the House and ensure the opposition
is heard. In a post on X, Stalin

emphasised the significance of the
designations and affirmed that the
two titleholders must uphold the

“dignity of the assembly.”

“My heartiest congratulations to
Thiru. J.C.D. Prabhakar, who has
been elected as the Hon’ble Speaker
of the Tamil Nadu Legislative

Assembly, and to Thiru.

Ravishankar, who has been elected
as the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker of
the Assembly. The two individuals
seated in a position of honor graced
by the greatest of personalities must
uphold that tradition and the digni-
ty of the Assembly,” he said.
Highlighting that the number of
members from other parties exceeds

that of the ruling party, Stalin said
that the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker must “respect” the voice of
the opposition in the assembly. He
added that the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker should conduct proceedings
in a way that reflects the electoral
mandate. “In the Legislative
Assembly, the number of members
from other parties exceeds that of
the ruling party. That is the verdict
of the people in this system! I believe
that the two elected to these
esteemed positions will guide the
Assembly in a manner that respects
this and ensures the voices of the
opposition parties ring out more
strongly within the house,” he

added. This comes after the newly
formed Assembly met after Chief
Minister Vijay-led Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) recorded a thump-
ing victory in the elections.

TVK MLA JCD Prabhakar was
unanimously elected as the Tamil
Nadu Assembly Speaker.
Prabhakar, who was elected from

the Thousand Lights constituency
in the 2026 Assembly elections,
defeated Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) candidate Ezhlian
Naganathan.Leader of Opposition in
Tamil Nadu Assembly and DMK
MLA, Udhayanidhi Stalin, praised
Chief Minister Vijay for meeting the
DMK leadership and called for
“political civility” in the House. He
said that the ruling government and
the opposition should work together
for the development of the state.
Further, he also expressed concerns
over Vande Mataram, the national
song, being played ahead of Tamil
Nadu’s State song at the swearing-in
ceremony.

Heatwave tfriggers rise in ‘Heat Headaches’,
neurological complaints surge across hospitals

New Delhi, May 12: The
ongoing intense summer
heatwave is not only caus-
ing physical discomfort
but is also emerging as a
growing threat to neuro-
logical health, with hospi-
tals and outpatient depart-
ments across the country
witnessing a rise in com-
plaints related to head-
aches, dizziness, fatigue
and difficulty concentrat-
ing.

Doctors say many people
experiencing persistent
headaches and irritability
during extreme heat condi-
tions may actually be suf-
fering from what experts
are calling “heat head-
aches”.

According to health
experts, excessive sweat-
ing during summer leads
to significant fluid loss,
resulting in dehydration
and electrolyte imbalance.
This, in turn, affects blood
circulation to the brain
and can trigger headaches,
dizziness and migraine-
like symptoms. Medical
professionals also pointed
out that prolonged screen
exposure, inadequate sleep
and spending long hours in
air-conditioned environ-
ments without proper
hydration are further
aggravating the problem.

Doctors warned that
while many heat-related
headaches can be managed

through hydration and
rest, certain symptoms
should not be ignored.

Severe headaches
accompanied by vomiting,
confusion, blurred vision,
fainting or excessive
drowsiness may indicate
serious heat-related ill-
nesses such as heat exhaus-
tion or heatstroke and
require immediate medi-
cal attention.

Experts said the sharp
rise in temperatures and
prolonged heatwave condi-
tions are among the key
reasons behind the grow-
ing number of neurologi-
cal complaints.People

already suffering from
migraines are said to be
particularly vulnerable, as
dehydration and heat often
act as major triggers for
migraine attacks.

Doctors observed that
symptoms of heat head-
aches may vary from per-
son to person and can
include throbbing head-
aches, dizziness, irritabili-
ty, nausea, eye strain,
fatigue and difficulty con-
centrating.Health experts
cautioned that many peo-
ple tend to dismiss these
symptoms as normal sum-
mer exhaustion, delaying
proper treatment.

According to specialists,
children, elderly individu-
als, outdoor workers,
migraine patients and peo-
ple spending long hours on
screens are among the
groups most vulnerable to
heat-related neurological
problems.Doctors advised
people to remain adequate-
ly hydrated, avoid outdoor
activities during peak
afternoon hours, reduce
excessive screen time and
ensure proper sleep during
heatwave conditions.

Experts also recom-
mended the consumption
of electrolyte-rich fluids
such as oral rehydration
solutions and coconut
water to help maintain
hydration levels.

Dr Anjani Kumar
Sharma, Director of
Neurosciences at CK Birla
Hospitals, said dehydra-
tion can significantly affect
brain function by reducing
blood flow and disturbing
electrolyte balance.

He noted that prolonged
screen exposure in air-con-
ditioned settings can wors-
en eye strain and contrib-
ute to headaches and
fatigue. Doctors stressed
that recognising early
warning signs and adopt-
ing preventive measures
can help avoid serious
heat-related complications
during the summer sea-
son.
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Business

Musk and Tim Cook among CEQOs expect-
ed to accompany Trump on China trip

AGENCY

Washington: US President
Donald Trump is expected to
bring a host of top business
and technology industry
executives on his trip to
China this week.

Among those set to join the
president on his official trip
to Beijing are Tim Cook of
Apple, Elon Musk of Tesla
and SpaceX, Larry Fink of
BlackRock, as well as other
executives from Meta, Visa,
JP Morgan, Boeing, Cargill
and more.

In total, 17 US executives
will join Trump on the trip, a
White House official with
knowledge of the plans told
the BBC. The trip is seen as
important for the US, as
Trump will meet with
President Xi Jinping at a
time of growing economic
and technological animosity
between the two countries.
In addition to Musk, Cook
and Fink, the full list of the
executives set to join Trump
as part of the official US del-
egation to China is as fol-
lows:

Dina Powell McCormick,
president and vice chair of
Meta

Kelly Ortberg, president and
chief executive of Boeing
Ryan McInerney, chief exec-
utive of Visa

Stephen Schwarzman, chief
executive of Blackstone

Brian Sikes, chief executive
and chairman of Cargill
Jane Fraser, chief executive
of Citi

Jim Anderson, chief execu-
tive of Coherent

Henry Lawrence Culp, chief
executive of GE Aerospace
David Solomon, chief execu-
tive of Goldman Sachs
Jacob Thaysen, chief execu-
tive of Illumina

Michael Miebach, president
of Mastercard

Absent from the list is
Nvidia boss Jensen Huang,
whose company is central to
the rivalry between the US
and China over computer
chips and artificial intelli-

gence (AI).

The BBC has contacted
Nvidia for comment. Last
week, Huang told business
news channel CNBC that it
would be a "privilege" to rep-
resent the US in China if he
was invited on the trip. It is
also notable that Sanjay
Mehrotra, the CEO of
Micron Technology, will be
part of Trump's delegation.
His presence is interesting
as Beijing restricted the use
of some Micron chips in crit-
ical infrastructure in 2023 on
national security grounds - a
move the firm has said nega-
tively impacted its business
in China.

Semiconductors remain cen-
tral to the US-China econom-
ic relationship, despite ongo-
ing tensions over technology
and export controls.

Chuck Robbins, chief execu-
tive and chairman of Cisco,
had been invited to be a part
of the trip "but is unable to
due to earnings," according
to a company spokeswoman.
Together, the executives rep-
resent a swath of US busi-
ness interests, from social
media and consumer hard-
ware, to computer chips and
commercial manufacturing.
A spokeswoman for
Illumina, a biotechnology
company based in Californa,

said Thaysen "is honored to
be part of the delegation”
and that the company hopes
the trip will be "an opportu-
nity to strengthen relation-
ships and shape the future of
precision medicine."
Representatives of the other
companies did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment.

Trump's visit to China will
be the first by a US president
in nearly a decade and
marks a key test of a fragile
trade truce between the two
countries, following a tit-for-
tat trade war which saw
them roll out tariffs which at
times topped 100%. The tar-
iffs were paused in October
2025 after Trump's last meet-
ing with Xi, which took
place in South Korea.
Looming large over the
upcoming meeting will be
the US and Israel's war in
Iran, which has already
forced a delay to Trump and
Xi's meeting.

Trump is expected to push
China, which relies on Iran
for cheap oil, to help facili-
tate an agreement between
Tehran and Washington to
end the war. China also
wants the conflict to end. It
has limited the supply of oil
to the country, hitting the
buying power of other coun-
tries around the world that
import Chinese goods.

Highlights

B Online marketplace
eBay has rejected a
$55.5bn (£40.9bn)
takeover offer from video
game retailer GameStop,
calling it "unsolicited" and
"neither credible nor
attractive".

AGENCY

Washington: Online mar-
ketplace eBay has rejected
a $55.5bn (£40.9bn)
takeover offer from video
game retailer GameStop,
calling it "unsolicited" and
"neither credible nor
attractive". Analysts had
expected the offer to be
rejected as GameStop is
much smaller than eBay,
which said there was
"uncertainty" over how
the deal would Dbe
financed. Although eBay
has suffered in recent
years, partly due to more
competition from online
sellers like Amazon, Etsy
and Temu, it insisted its
turnaround plan was
working. GameStop rose
to prominence as a "meme
stock", which sees retail
investors buy up shares in
unloved companies that
professional investors
have bet against, causing
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eBay rejects $55.5bn
offer from GameStop

the share price to rise and
fall sharply. In a letter to
GameStop chief executive
Ryan Cohen rejecting the
surprise offer, eBay's
Board of Directors said the
online auction giant was a
"strong, resilient busi-
ness". It cited as a reason
for rejection "the impact of
your proposal on eBay's
long-term growth and
profitability", adding it
had also considered the
offer's "operational risks,
and leadership structure
of a combined entity". It
also cited "GameStop's
governance" in the list of
factors it had determined
before rejecting last
week's bid. But it wouldn't
be the end of the line for
GameStop if it chooses to
take its proposal directly
to eBay shareholders

which Cohen said last
week he would do if faced
with a "no" from the board.

eBay's net profit in 2025
rose to $418.4m which,
despite a fall in sales, was
up from the previous
year's $131.3m. GameStop
is worth about a quarter of
online auction giant eBay.
It has around 1,600 stores
globally, mostly in the US.
When it made its offer,
GameStop said that it had
a commitment letter from
TD Securities to provide
around $20bn in debt to
help finance the takeover.
Cohen said eBay could be
much more successful
under his leadership and
even rival Amazon. But
analyst Sucharita Kodali,
aretail analyst at research
firm Forrester, told the
BBC at the time that the
proposal did not sound
like a "terribly good offer"
as it would saddle eBay
with GameStop's debt. The
BBC has approached
GameStop for comment.

ASCI Releases Draft Guidelines for Responsible
Labelling of AI-Generated Content in Advertising

TSIT DESK
Mumbai, May 12, 2026: The
Advertising Standards

Council of India (ASCI) today
released draft guidelines for
the responsible labelling of
synthetically generated con-
tent in advertising. The
guidelines are aligned with
the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Amendment Rules
(2026), amended on February
10, to ensure transparency
while avoiding consumer
label fatigue around synthet-
ically-generated informa-
tion.

As brands increasingly turn
to Artificial Intelligence (AI)
to power their campaigns,
the draft guidelines advocate
a risk-based approach, focus-
ing on consumer outcomes
rather than regulating the
technology itself. Al use in
advertising is considered
misleading or harmful only
when it creates unfulfillable
expectations, exploits vul-
nerable populations, depicts
unsafe situations, or repli-
cates a real person's likeness
without consent.

The requirement to label AI-
generated content is based

on the risk it poses to con-
sumers. The guidelines clas-
sify Al-generated advertising
content into three risk cate-
gories:

1. High Risk (Prohibited
Content): High-risk adver-
tisements are those that are
illegal, infringe on rights,
make misleading claims, or
violate the ASCI Code. These
will violate the code even if
an Al label is used. Examples
include:

Fabricating endorse-
ments or testimonials
Exaggerating product
results or features through
claims or visual representa-
tions to create a misleading
impression
Creating fake locations
that appear realistic to the
consumer
Using deepfakes, copy-
righted work or a person’s
likeness without consent
Using Al to generate fic-
tional authority figures with
identifiable cues, such as an
Al-generated fake doctor pro-
moting a supplement, imply-
ing medical
endorsement/expertise, etc

2. Medium Risk (Labelling
Required): Medium-risk

advertisements are those
where Al use materially
influences consumer deci-
sions, and the lack of disclo-
sure would mislead con-
sumers. Labelling is manda-
tory in these cases to help
consumers understand the
nature of the representation.
Examples include:

Using virtual or synthet-
ically generated influencers
and ambassadors

Replicating a real per-
son’s likeness or voice even
with their consent for per-
sonalised messaging

Using synthetically gen-
erated visuals for product
performance unless the visu-
als replicate how the product
actually performs

Creating realistic events,
settings or situations entire-
ly with Al

Demonstrating a product
that does not currently exist

Creating Al-generated
exaggerated sound effects
that are highly relevant to
the product’s core features

Using Al for paid or
sponsored product sugges-
tions, which must specifical-
ly be labelled as ‘sponsored
by’

3. Low Risk (No Labelling
Required): Low-risk adver-
tisements feature minor
modifications or use Al in
ways that have no material
impact on a consumer’s abil-
ity to make an informed
choice. No label is required
for:

Minor Enhancements:
Routine editing, colour cor-
rection, noise reduction,
standard blemish removal,
and minor lighting tweaks
that do not alter the sub-
stance or core claims of the
ad

Background and
Ambient Elements: Purely
decorative Al-generated
backgrounds, abstract sky-
lines, ambient music, jingles,
or background sound effects
(like crowd cheers) that are
unrelated to the product’s
actual capabilities or prom-
ise

Fantastical Elements:
Obvious, unrealistic effects
that audiences recognise as
not depicting reality, such as
dragons or fairies

Administrative and Text
Uses: Generating or enhanc-
ing advertising copy, creat-
ing audio descriptions for the
visually impaired.

Asian shares trade mixed after Wall
Street rally despite Iran war worries

AGENCY

Tokyo: Asian shares trad-
ed mixed early Tuesday,
May 12, as optimism
encouraged by a record
rally on Wall Street
clashed with anxiety
about surging oil prices
and a possible Al bubble.
Japan'‘s benchmark
Nikkei 225 added 0.7 per
cent to 62,881.03. South
Korea‘s Kospi dropped 1.2
per cent to 7,726.30, in
what analysts are cate-
gorising as fallout from
overreliance on fraying Al
hopes. “Global equities
remain dangerously
dependent on a tiny clus-
ter of Al leaders, creating
a rally structure that
looks powerful on the sur-
face but increasingly frag-

ile underneath,” said
Stephen Innes, analyst
with SPI Asset

Management. He believes
South Korea may be
among the first major
economies that will under-
go what he called “the
political redistribution
phase of the AI boom.”
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
dipped 0.3 per cent to

8,676.60. Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng gained 0.2 per
cent to 26,467.50, while the
Shanghai Composite lost
0.4 per cent to 4,208.00. Oil
prices continued to rise,
as the war with Iran
threatens to drag on.
Benchmark US crude rose
91 cents to USD 98.98 a bar-
rel. Brent crude, the inter-
national standard,
climbed 90 cents to USD
105.11 a barrel. Adding to
worries were comments
from President Donald
Trump that the US-Iran
ceasefire was on “life sup-
port” after rejecting Iran’s

latest proposal to end
their war. That raises the
stakes for Trump’s trip
this week to China. China
is the biggest buyer of
Iran’s sanctioned crude
oil. The war has already
sent the price for a barrel
of Brent racing up from
prewar levels of roughly
USD 70 and delivered
inflation through the glob-
al economy. The war has
shut the Strait of Hormuz
and kept oil tankers stuck
in the Persian Gulf
instead of delivering
crude to customers world-
wide. Still, some compa-

nies are reporting bigger
profit than analysts
expected, which means
the US economy is holding
up even though house-
holds are feeling discour-
aged by expensive gaso-
line and tariffs. On Wall
Street, the S&P 500 rose 0.2
per cent from its prior all-
time high set on Friday.
The Dow Jones Industrial
Average gained 95 points,
or 0.2 per cent, and the
Nasdaq composite added
0.1 per cent to reach its
own all-time high. All told,
the S&P 500 rose 13.91
points to 7,412.84. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average
added 95.31 to 49,704.47,
and the Nasdaq composite
gained 27.05 to 26,274.13. In
the bond market,
Treasury yields ticked
higher. The 10-year yield
rose to 4.40 per cent from
4.38 per cent late Friday.
In currency trading, the
US dollar rose to 157.57
Japanese yen from 157.12
yen. The euro cost USD
1.1761, down from USD
1.1787. Japan's benchmark
Nikkei 225 added 0.7 per
cent to 62,881.03.

THINK GAS SWIFTLY
RESTORES CITY GAS SUPPLY
AFTER PIPELINE DAMAGE

Company Urges ‘Dial Before You Dig’ Awareness for Safety

Highlights
B A city gas pipeline laid by THINK Gas (formerly
AG&P Pratham) was damaged during un-intimated

TSIT DESK

Anantapur, 12th May 2026:
A city gas pipeline laid by
THINK Gas (formerly
AG&P Pratham) was dam-
aged during un-intimated
excavation work carried
out for Electrical Pole
installation work Near
Neeru Pragati park,
Srinagar colony in
Ananthapur. The THINK
Gas emergency response
team acted promptly by
isolating the affected sec-
tion and restoring the gas
supply within a short time,
ensuring public safety and
minimizing inconvenience
to residents.THINK Gas
has established a robust
pipeline infrastructure in
Anantapur district to sup-
ply Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) for households and
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for transport users.
Despite the presence of vis-
ible route markers, cau-
tionarv sienage and emer-

excavation work carried out for Electrical Pole installa-

tion work Near Neeru Pragati park, Srinagar colony in

Ananthapur. The THINK Gas emergency response

team acted promptly by isolating the affected section and

restoring the gas supply within a short time, ensuring

public safety and minimizing inconvenience to residents.

gency contact boards along
the pipeline route, the con-
tractor involved in the
excavation failed to notify
THINK Gas before starting
work and did not submit
any post-incident
report.As per government
regulations, any third-
party planning to carry
out excavation work must
inform the City Municipal
authorities or the City Gas
Distribution company
through the ‘Dial Before

You Dig’ contact number.
The incident occurred
without prior intimation
to the company, prompting
THINK Gas to file an offi-
cial complaint against the
party responsible. As per
the current legal provi-
sions under IPC Sections
285 and 336, such unautho-
rized damage constitutes
an offense punishable by
imprisonment of up to 3
years and a fine of up to 725
crores.

MOBIKWIK ENDS FY26 WITH BACK-
TO-BACK PROFITABLE QUARTERS

FY26 EBITDA nears breakeven with a swing of INR 742 Mn

Hyderabad, May 12, 2026: One
MobiKwik Systems Ltd. (MobiKwik)
(NSE: MOBIKWIK / BSE: 544305),
India's largest digital wallet [2], today
announced its earnings results for the
quarter and year ended March 31,
2026. The Company reported its sec-
ond consecutive profitable quarter,
reflecting disciplined execution
across its Payments and Financial
Services businesses. This marks a
meaningful inflection point in
MobiKwik's growth trajectory
demonstrating that the path to scale
and the path to profitability are not at
odds but firmly aligned. The quarter-
ly results cap a transformational full
year. Across FY26, MobiKwik deliv-
ered a INR 742 Mn EBITDA improve-
ment and a INR 594 Mn PAT improve-
ment YoY - driven by structural mar-
gin expansion in both Payments and
Financial Services, and a deliberate
shift to higher-quality lending. H2
FY26 turned EBITDA profitable (PAT
stood at INR +84 Mn), almost absorb-
ing the entire H1 EBITDA loss, paving
the way for a profitable FY27.

Strategic Context: A Profitable Core
Funding Growth

In FY26, the Company’s Core busi-
ness (Consumer Payments and
Lending) generated a positive EBIT-
DA of INR 495 Mn. During the year,
the Company invested INR 547 Mn in
building a new business - Merchant
Payments, which is expected to deliv-
er 10X growth by FY28. The full-year
EBITDA of INR -52 Mn reflects this
conscious capital allocation for
growth. Commenting on the
Company’s performance, Bipin Preet

Singh, Co-founder, MD & CEO,
MobiKwik, said: "FY26 was
MobiKwik's inflection year - we deliv-
ered a profitable H2 as committed,
and achieved a ?742 Mn EBITDA
swing that demonstrates the strength
of our model. Scaling responsibly and
building profitability are not at odds;
they are firmly aligned. Over the next
two years, we will scale up our core
business while building four new
growth engines: Offline & Online
Merchant Acquiring, Unlocking
Lending through our NBFC, and Al

powering everything we do. The mar-
gins generated from our Core will
fund the buildout of these New Moats.
We expect to remain baseline prof-
itable through this investment cycle,
even as we compound the business for
the long term."

Headline Results for the Quarter and
Year Ended March 31, 2026

Consolidated Financials

«  Total income at INR 2,960 Mn in
Q4, up 6% YoY; full-year FY26 total
income at INR 11,542 Mn

. Contribution profit grew 112%
YoY in Q4 to INR 1,351 Mn; full-year
FY26 Contribution Profit at INR 4,374
Mn (+21% YoY).

. Despite cost allocation to build
new businesses, Fixed Costs as a per-
centage of Total Income held steady at
40% in Q4 FY26 (vs. 39% in Q4 FY25)
« EBITDA atINR 174 Mn in Q4 -sec-
ond consecutive profitable quarter,
up INR 632 Mn YoY and INR 24 Mn
QoQ; full-year FY26 EBITDA: INR -52
Mn (vs INR -794 Mn in FY25); H2 FY26
EBITDA positive at INR 324 Mn
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Trump says Iran ceasefire
is on 'massive life support’

AGENCY

Washington:
US President
Donald

Trump has said the month-
long ceasefire between the US
and Iran is on "massive life
support". He told reporters in
the Oval Office on Monday
that while the ceasefire
remained in place, it was
"unbelievably weak".
Following Trump's com-
ments, Iranian parliamen-
tary speaker Mohammad
Ghalibaf wrote on X that
Iran's armed forces were,
"ready to respond and to
teach a lesson for any aggres-
sion." Iran laid out its
demands to end the war and
reopen the Strait of
Hormuz in a count-

er-offer sent to

the US on
Sunday.

Trump reject-

ed the pro-

posal, call-

ing it

"totally

unac-

cept-

able"

and a "piece of garbage". After
Trump's comments, Esmail
Baghaei, a foreign ministry
spokesperson for Iran, said
Tehran's proposals were
"responsible" and "generous".
After his comments saying
Iran's armed forces ready to
respond, Ghalibaf said in a
separate post on X that there
was "no alternative but to
accept the rights of the
Iranian people as laid out in
the 14-point proposal". "The
longer they drag their feet,
the more American taxpay-
ers will pay for it," he said.
Tehran's offer includes an
immediate end to the war on
all fronts - a reference to the
continued Israeli attacks
against Iran-supported
Hezbollah in Lebanon - a halt
to the US naval blockade of
Iranian ports and guarantees
of no further attacks on Iran,
according to Iran's semi-offi-
cial Tasnim news agency. It
also reportedly includes a
demand for compensation for

war damage and an emphasis
on Iranian sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz. Trump
criticised the proposal, writ-
ing on Truth Social on
Sunday: "I have just read the
response from Iran's so-called
'Representatives.' I don't like
it - TOTALLY UNACCEPT-
ABLE." In response to
Trump's comments, Baghaei
said Iran would act "in any
way necessary to secure our
interests". Speaking in the
Oval Office later on Monday,
Trump addressed the ceasefire
between the two countries
which has largely been
observed since April despite
occasional exchanges of fire.
He told reporters: "I would say
the ceasefire is on massive life
support... when the doctor
walks in and says, 'Sir, your
loved one has approximately a
1 percent chance of living."
The US president said Iran's
leaders were "very dishon-
ourable people", adding:
"Look, I've had to deal with

them four or five times - they
change their mind." "That
piece of garbage they sent us-1
didn't even finish reading it,"
he said. Trump also accused
Iran of going back on an agree-
ment to allow the US to
remove its supply of enriched
uranium. He insisted that Iran
would "never have a nuclear
weapon". Iran's Tasnim news
agency quoted a source close
to the negotiating team as say-
ing: "There is no such thing in
Iran's proposal as accepting
taking out enriched nuclear
material." Earlier this week,
Trump repeated that the war
in Iran will be "over quickly".
But Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
that Iran's stockpile of
enriched uranium must be
"taken out" before the war
can be considered over.
"There's still enrichment
sites that have to be disman-
tled," Netanyahu said in an
interview on CBS's 60
Minutes show.
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No sign of larger han-
tavirus outbreak, says UN
health agency

AGENCY

Washington: There is "no
sign" of a larger hantavirus
outbreak after the evacua-
tion of the last passengers
from a disease-stricken
cruise ship, the head of the
UN health agency has said.
But the World Health
Organization's chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
warned "the situation could
change" and there could still
be more confirmed virus
cases. The MV Hondius left
Spain's Tenerife island on
Monday and is sailing to the
Dutch port of Rotterdam.
Two flights with the final
group of 28 passengers land-
ed in nearby Eindhoven on
Tuesday. Three people have

died after travelling on the
ship. An American and a
French national who previ-
ously returned home have
tested positive. Overall,
seven cases have been con-
firmed. Twelve employees
at a Dutch hospital are now
in quarantine over possible
exposure to the virus after
treating one of the evacuat-
ed passengers. The hospital
in the city of Nijmegen said
on Monday this was a pre-
cautionary measure, as the
workers did not follow strict
protocols while handling
the patient's blood and
urine samples. At Tuesday's
press conference in Madrid,
Ghebreyesus said: "At the
moment.

UGANDA'S PRESIDENT
SWORN IN FOR RECORD
SEVENTH TERM

AGENCY
Uganda's President Yoweri
Museveni, 81, has been

sworn in for a record sev-
enth consecutive term fol-
lowing his landslide victory
in disputed elections in
January, extending his
tenure as one of Africa's
longest-serving rulers.
Heavy security, including
armoured tanks, were
deployed in the capital,
Kampala, ahead of the inau-
guration in what police said
were measures intended to
maintain public order.
Museveni told the crowd
that his new term should be
regarded as a time for "no
more sleep for all
Ugandans". He added that
people should focus on creat-
ing more wealth and jobs -
and build on the progress
made over last 40 years
through the achievement of
peace and the development
of infrastructure. Museveni
was declared the winner of
the election with more than
70% of the vote, with his
term expected to end in 2031.
His main rival, pop star
turned politician Bobi Wine,
rejected the result, saying the
poll was marred by "ballot-
stuffing". Election officials
denied the allegation. The 44-
year-old opposition leader,
whose real name is Robert

Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, fled
the country after the elec-
tion, saying he feared that
"the regime wanted to elimi-
nate me". Museveni first
came to power as a rebel
leader in 1986 but since then
has won seven elections. He
is among the few African
leaders in power for more
than 40 years. Others include
Congo-Brazzaville's Denis
Sassou Nguesso, Equatorial
Guinea's Teodoro Obiang
and Cameroon's Paul Biya.
The government declared
the day a public holiday and
the president's supporters
thronged to the Kololo
Independence Grounds in
Kampala for the swearing-in
ceremony.In his address,
Museveni said that his gov-
ernment would would use
revenue from planned oil
production to grow the econ-
omy and alleviate poverty.
"We must protect what has
been achieved, correct what
still needs improvement and
move forward together as
one country,” he added.
African leaders who attend-
ed the ceremony included
Tanzania's President Samia
Suluhu Hassan, the
Democratic Republic of
Congo's Félix Tshisekedi,
South Sudan's Salva Kiir and
Somalia's Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud.

MEXICO CANCELS PLANS
TO END SCHOOL YEAR
EARLY FOR WORLD CUP

AGENCY
Mexico: The Mexican gov-
ernment has cancelled

plans to end the school year
more than a month early to
ease traffic during the Fifa
World Cup and an anticipat-
ed heatwave. Mexico is due
to co-host the football tour-
nament with the United
States and Canada from 11
June to 19 July. The rever-
sal comes after an outcry by
parents who warned that it
would disrupt their chil-

dren's studies. Many fami-
lies also said that they had
been thrown into a tailspin,
trying to arrange for weeks
of childcare to cover the
early finish. After the U-
turn, classes will now finish
on 15 July - and not on the
proposed earlier date of 5
June. The row was brought
about by an announcement
by the education minister
on 7 May, when Mario
Delgado said that "an
extraordinary heatwave.

US INFLATION JUMPS TO 3.8% AS ENER-
GY COSTS SURGE FROM IRAN WAR

AGENCY

Washington: US prices rose
in April at their fastest rate
since May 2023 as the impact
of the war in Iran was
increasingly felt by con-
sumers. A jump in the cost of
gasoline and  groceries
pushed the consumer price
index (CPI), showing the rate
prices rose by in the past 12
months, t0 3.8%. It is the high-
estlevel since inflation hit 4%
three years ago. The Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS) said
almost half of the rise was
driven by surging energy
costs, while housing and food
costs also contributed. The
US-Israel war in Iran, and the
resulting effective closure of
the key Strait of Hormuz ship-
pinglane, has led to a jump in
oil prices and this has caused
a surge in the price of gas in
the US. The national average
price for a gallon of unleaded

is at its highest level since
July 2022, at $4.50 (£3.33),
according to data from the
AAA motoring group. The
rise in April's inflation figure,
from 3.3% in March, makes it
increasingly unlikely the
Federal Reserve will cut
interest rates this year. Isaac
Stell, investment manager at
the Wealth Club, said the
inflation increase even left
possible interest rate hikes
"firmly on the table". It comes

days before Trump appointee
Kevin Warsh is set to take
over from Jerome Powell as
chair of the US central bank.
Stell said the incoming chair
would enter the role with "lit-
tle room for manoeuvre" and
may be forced to take a more
conservative approach.
Trump had clashed with
Powell over his reluctance to
cut the central bank's interest
rate, which the president
hoped would spur on the US

economy, and has made it
clear he expects Warsh to
push for cuts. It also poses a
challenge for US President
Donald Trump and the
Republicans  ahead  of
November's midterm elec-
tions, after Trump's 2024 re-
election campaign focused
largely on his plans to cut
inflation. Air fares and cloth-
ing also increased in the year
to April, while the price of
new cars fell slightly. April's
inflation figure also marked
the first time in three years
that Americans' pay packets
are no longer growing faster
than prices are rising. While
prices rose by 3.8% for the
year to April, average pay-
checks grew by just 3.6%. US
stock markets opened lower
on the news with the S&P 500
falling 0.6% and the Dow
Jones Industrial Average
down 0.7%.

Canvas hack: Company pays criminals to
delete students' stolen data

AGENCY

Washington: The company
behind the popular Canvas
software, which was hacked
last week causing major dis-
ruption at thousands of uni-
versities and colleges, has
paid the hackers not to pub-
lish stolen data online. The
cyber-attack affected an esti-
mated 9,000 institutions in the
US, Canada, Australia and the
UK, with exams disrupted
after the Canvas service went
down. The hackers threatened
to publish 3.5 terabytes of stu-
dent and university data they
had stolen in the breach.
Instructure, the maker of
Canvas, has now confirmed it
has "reached an agreement"
with the hackers, who have
said they deleted the data and

promised not to extort any stu-

dents or institutions. Paying
cyber criminals goes against
the advice of law enforcement
agencies around the world, as
it can fuel further attacks and
offers no guarantee the data
has been deleted. In previous
cases, criminals have accept-
ed ransom payments but lied

about destroying stolen data,
instead keeping it for resale.
For example, when the notori-
ous LockBit ransomware
group was hacked by the
National Crime Agency,
police found stolen data had
not been deleted even after
payments had been made.
Instructure said in a state-

ment on its website that pro-
tecting students' and educa-
tion staff data was its primary
motivation. "While there is
never complete certainty
when dealing with cyber
criminals, we believe it was
important to take every step
within our control to give cus-
tomers additional peace of
mind, to the extent possible,"
the company said. Instructure
did not set out the terms of the
agreement but said that it
meant that: the data was
returned to the company it
received "digital confirmation
of data destruction" it had
been informed that no
Instructure customers would
be extorted as a result of the
incident the agreement covers
all affected customers.

TEXAS ACCUSES NETFLIX OF SPYING
ON USERS, INCLUDING CHILDREN

AGENCY

Washington: Netflix has
been sued in Texas over
claims it collects data
belonging to children and
adults in the US state with-
out their consent, and uses
"addictive" design to keep
them hooked. Texas
Attorney  General Ken
Paxton accused the stream-
ing giant of "spying" on citi-
zens saying it "records and
monetises billions" of pieces
of information about how
users behave on the plat-
form, despite suggesting oth-
erwise. "Every interaction
on the platform became a
data point revealing infor-
mation about the user," his
office said. Netflix has reject-
ed the claims and says it will
challenge them in court,
according to a statement

shared with Reuters.
"Respectfully to the great
state of Texas and Attorney
General Paxton, this lawsuit
lacks merit and is based on
inaccurate and distorted
information,” a Netflix
spokesperson told the news
agency. "Netflix takes our
members' privacy seriously
and complies with privacy
and data protection laws
everywhere we operate."

The BBC has approached
Netflix for comment. "When
you watch Netflix, Netflix
watches you," says the com-
plaint filed on Monday by
Texas' top prosecutor.
According to the filing, the
streaming company champi-
oned itself as unlike other
big tech firms in how it
processed data and adver-
tised to users. It quotes the
company's former boss Reed

Hastings as having said in
2019 and 2020 that it did not
and would not collect or
monetise user data, such as
to sell ads. But the filing says
Netflix used a combination
of "addictive" design fea-
tures, like auto-playing con-
tent, and extensive "logging"
of user activity to keep peo-
ple on the site. Among bil-
lions of technical events it
recorded were what users
would click and linger on,
and for how long, the filing
adds. In 2022, it says, the
company also began "lever-
aging the mountains of data
it quietly extracted from the
children and families it kept
fixated on their screen" -
sharing this with commer-
cial data brokers to help
raise billions of dollars in
revenue.

Snack giant switches to black
and white packaging as Iran
war hits ink supplies

AGENCY

Moscow: Japanese snack
giant Calbee says it will
temporarily switch to black
and white packaging for
some of its best-known prod-
ucts as supplies of an ingre-
dient used in ink have been
disrupted by the Iran war.
The firm says new-style
packets for 14 of its products,
including crisps and prawn
crackers, will start to appear
in shops in Japan from 25

May. It marks the latest
example of how everyday
goods are being impacted
after Iran effectively closed
the key Strait of Hormuz
waterway in retaliation for
US and Israeli strikes on the
country. In recent weeks,
companies around the
world have warned that sup-
ply disruptions to things
like fuel, plastics and helium
are pushing up costs for
their businesses.

EU needs to delay social
media access for children
- von der Leyen

AGENCY
Russels: European
Commission President

Ursula von der Leyen has
proposed a "social media
delay" for children in
Europe and has said new
legislation could be put for-
ward in months. She told an
EU summit in Copenhagen
that an expert panel was
due to come up with steps
on how to protect minors
online by July. Several
countries in Europe and
around the world have
already introduced social
media bans for minors, and
von der Leyen did not rule
that out. "The discussion
about a minimum age for
social media can no longer
be ignored," she said.
Denmark, where Tuesday's
summit was being held, and
nine other EU member
states including France
have proposed various min-
imum age limits for access
to platforms. Australia
became the first country in
the world to introduce a ban
for under-16s last December
and European countries are
planning to follow suit. In
the UK, plans are under
way for strict social media
regulations, also for under-
16s. This entails potential
bans, age verification and
content restrictions. A

major national consulta-
tion is due to close on 26
May 2026. France is push-
ing to ban social media
access for children under
15, aiming for implementa-
tion by September this
year. In Spain, there are
plans to ban social media
access for under-16s, to
combat addiction, pornog-
raphy, and harmful con-
tent. The Portuguese gov-
ernment passed a bill earli-
er this year requiring
parental consent for users
aged 13 to 16 and strength-
ening restrictions on those
under 13. The plan includes
mandatory age-verification
technology. Plans are being
formed by the German gov-
ernment focusing on a
potential ban for children
under 14, with restrictions
for teenagers up to 16. Key
measures include enforcing
strict age verification, cre-
ating "safe" youth versions,
and removing addictive
algorithms. Norway plans
to introduce a strict social
media ban for under-16s by
the end of 2026. The legisla-
tion will require technology
companies to implement
age verification systems.
New Zealand, Malaysia and
India have all proposed
social media bans for chil-
dren as well.




IPL 2026: GUJARAT TITANS SETS A TARGET
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Where problems started with
2026 rules & calendar congestion

AGENCY

Washington: Rule changes
have continued to be a big
focus in Formula 1, with
the previous race in Miami
the first since a series of
tweaks designed to address
concerns about the 2026
engine regulations. Since
then, F1 bosses have agreed
to further changes to
engine design for the 2027
season. With plenty to talk
about, BBC F1 correspon-
dent Andrew Benson
answers your latest ques-
tions. How did the people
who run F1 make such a
mistake when implement-
ing the new regulations?
Having watched F1 for
decades, this is the worst
regulation change I can
remember. Michael
Before answering this ques-
tion directly, it's important
to point out that not every-
one views the new rules in
such a negative way. There
is an acceptance in F1 that
qualifying has been signifi-
cantly negatively affected,
in terms of the driving
experience of being on the
limit. Efforts have already

been made to address that
up to a point this year, and
larger steps are in the mak-
ing for next year. At the
same time, most senior fig-
ures in F1 - including some
of the drivers - agree that
there has been a positive
effect on the racing, even if
some of the increased num-
ber of overtakes that have
been seen can be argued to
be artificial and down to
offsets between states of
charge. TV figures over the
first three races were up by
more than 20% - all three of
Australia, China and Japan
had significant increases.
Miami's are not available
yet. Now, as for the genesis

of the new regulations, the
target when talks started
five or so years ago was to
attract more manufactur-
ers. At the time, the direc-
tion of road-car technology
was firmly electric, so it
was decided in concert with
the manufacturers to
increase the amount of elec-
trification. A nominal 50-50
split between internal com-
bustion and electric was
agreed. Fully sustainable,
carbon-neutral fuels were
added for further environ-
mental credibility. The
MGU-H, a part of the hybrid
system that recovered ener-
gy from the turbo, was
removed.

'WON'T BE ABLE TO RETURN TO PAKISTAN':
Bangladesh Star's Brutal Taunt At Mohammad
Rizwan Caught On Stump Mic

AGENCY

Dhaka: Bangladesh wicket-
keeper Litton Das was
caught on a stump-mic tak-
ing a brutal dig at Pakistan
batter Mohammad Rizwan
during the first Test match
in Mirpur, Dhaka, on
Monday. The incident took
place during the 38th over of
Pakistan's innings when
Litton mocked Rizwan by
claiming he has a "bad repu-
tation" back home. "They are
now trying to save the Test.
They have no chance of win-
ning. Rizwan's reputation is
really bad back in Pakistan.
If he gets out trying to hit a
big shot, he won't even be
able to set foot back in the
country - his reputation is
that bad," Litton was heard

saying. The fightback was
short-lived as Rizwan was
dismissed for 15. While
Pakistan looked set to sal-
vage a draw, a five-wicket
haul from Nahid Rana trig-
gered a dramatic collapse,
and Bangladesh clinched the
match by 104 runs. He

(Mohammad Rizwan)
already has a poor reputa-
tion in his own country. If he
tries to play aggressively
and gets out, he may find it
difficult to return home,.
Meanwhile, Pakistan's
under-fire Test captain Shan
Masood advised against

pressing the panic button
after the loss to Bangladesh.
Masood, who has been Test
captain since December 2023
and seen his team suffer 11
defeats in 15 games, said he
would not offer excuses but
Pakistan were playing Tests
after too many long gaps.
“Definitely there should be
accountability and everyone
has to take responsibility
and I don't believe in blam-
ing anyone but it is disap-
pointing to lose the Test in
this manner as at one stage I
felt we were in a position to
get a draw,” Masood told a
media conference in Dhaka.
“We played South Africa last
year after nearly 12 months
after hosting the West Indies
at home.

Yonex Sunrise India Bring Global Stringing
Expertise To India With Technical Workshop Series

AGENCY
Mumbai: As racquet sports
continue to grow rapidly in
India, Yonex Sunrise India
took a significant step
toward strengthening one of
the most critical yet often
overlooked aspects of player
performance professional
racquet stringing through an
exclusive  Yonex-Sunrise
Stringing Workshop held
today at Novotel New Delhi
City Centre, Jhandewalan.
The workshop was led by
globally renowned stringing
expert Tim Willis, Head
Stringer and Supervisor of
the Yonex Stringing Team,
and focused on advanced rac-
quet stringing techniques,
machine precision, athlete-
specific requirements, and
evolving international serv-
icing standards across bad-

minton and tennis. With
over 40 years of experience,
Tim Willis is regarded as one
of the world's foremost rac-
quet stringing experts. A
founding member of the
Yonex Stringing Team, he
has worked across premier
global events including the
Olympic Games, BWF World
Championships, Thomas &

Uber Cup, and major inter-
national badminton tourna-
ments, supporting some of
the world's leading athletes
like Viktor Axelsen,
Carolina Marin among oth-
ers. Designed as a hands-on
technical learning platform,
the workshop brought
together over 100 stringing
professionals from 38 cities

across the states of Assam,
Chandigarh, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and West Bengal, making it
one of the largest structured
technical workshops for rac-
quet stringers conducted in
India.

Why Gujarat Titans Are Wearing Lavender
Jersey Against Sunrisers Hyderabad

AGENCY

Mumbai:  Gujarat Titans
are wearing a special laven-
der-coloured jersey for their
match against Sunrisers
Hyderabad on Tuesday. The
special jersey has been worn
to raise awareness about
cancer. The initiative was
started in 2023. Lavender is
the universal symbol repre-
senting support against all
forms of cancer. Talking
about the match, Sunrisers
Hyderabad won the toss and
elected to field first against
Gujarat Titans in a clash of
former winners in the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026 at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday. The clash could
prove pivotal in the IPL 2026
playoff race, with both sides
firmly in contention for a
top-two finish. SRH briefly

occupied the top spot before
being overtaken by Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, but
their turnaround this season
has been remarkable. After
managing just one win in

their first four matches, the
side led by Pat Cummins has
won six of its last seven
games to emerge as one of
the strongest teams in the
competition.

Krunal Pandya's Stunning Revelation On
Virat Kohli: "Those Eyes Don't Lie"

AGENCY

Mumbai: Royal Challengers
Bengaluru all-rounder
Krunal Pandya said that he
has learnt a lot by watching
Virat Kohli-both as a team-
mate and as an opponent.
Krunal pointed out that the
intensity in Kohli's eyes has
remained the same over the
years and that the star bat-
ter's preparation for every
tournament is something
the all-rounder has gained a
lot from. Although Kohli
was dismissed for ducks in
his last two matches, he has
already scored 379 runs this
season at a strike rate of
163.36. Krunal, who was the
match-winner in the previ-
ous game against Mumbai
Indians, revealed that Kohli
still possesses that same
"hunger to improve.' "I have
learned a lot just by watch-

ing Virat Kohli, the way he
prepares for a tournament
and the intensity he brings
to every practice session. I
have played with him for
India when he was captain,
and I have also played
against him," Krunal said on
JioStar's Superstars. "Now, I
am lucky to share the same
dressing room with him
again. What I have realized
is that his hunger is still

unbelievable. Those eyes
don't lie. The same intensity
in every net session, the
same hunger to improve,"
he added. Krunal Pandya
also credited mentor and

batting coach  Dinesh
Karthik for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru's

improved batting approach.
This followed Krunal's grit-
ty knock against Mumbai
Indians.

World Heavyweight Champion Roman Reigns vs. Jacob Fatu

AGENCY

Cranberra: At WWE
Backlash, World
Heavyweight Champion

Roman Reigns will battle his
dangerous cousin Jacob
Fatu. For the first time in
more than two years, Reigns
claimed a championship
when he defeated CM Punk
for the World Heavyweight
Title in the main event of
WrestleMania. The follow-
ing night, The OTC
reemerged on Raw with The
Usos to celebrate a new era
by expressing an interest in
once again doing business
with The Usos. As they
raised their ones to the sky
united, however, Fatu sud-
denly interrupted and
shocked the WWE Universe
when he challenged The
OTC to a title showdown at

Backlash. Fatu doesn't think
The OTC has ever done any-
thing for him and his family
because Solo Sikoa was the

one who brought Fatu to
WWE to help destroy Reigns.
For this reason, Fatu is
determined to take the

World Heavyweight Title.
Reigns knows he needs to
put down this dangerous
family threat and make The

Samoan Werewolf acknowl-
edge him. Don't miss WWE
Backlash,
Saturday, May 9, at 7 ET/4

streaming live

PT on the ESPN App with an
ESPN Unlimited plan in the
United States and Netflix
internationally. The next
chapter in wrestling kicked
off with Backlash 2026, with
WWE turning the page on its
calendar while also dealing
with  the fallout of
WrestleMania 42. Newly
crowned World
Heavyweight Champion
Roman Reigns had his first
title defense, and it was a
family affair with Jacob
Fatu challenging his cousin
for the title in a thriller that
had a wild ending. Four
other matches took place
and most of them were great
performances. Asuka and

Iyo Sky delivered, while
Seth Rollins
Breakker stole the show. But
the question is, who won,

and Bron

and how will it carry the
momentum forward? Reigns
learned very early on Fatu
isn't easy to take down,
absorbing the early hits and
knocking the champion
down. He would be able to
bounce back with some of
his own hits, just for Fatu to
get right back to unleashing
his punishing arsenal. The
champion landed his patent-
ed Superman punch that has
taken out so many stars
before, but when he went for
the pin, Fatu kicked out
before the count could begin
and immediately got up,
shocking his cousin. A sec-
ond Superman punch still
wasn't enough.

"So Excited'': Mike Vrabel's
Playful Exchange With

Dianna Russini In Resurfaced
Clip Sparks Buzz

AGENCY

Cranberra: The controver-
sy involving NFL insider
Dianna Russini and New
England Patriots head
coach Mike Vrabel has
taken another turn after
old videos featuring the two
resurfaced online. Social
media users have been cir-
culating clips from
Barstool Sports' “Family
Feud” segments, adding
fresh attention to a story
that has already dominated
NFL gossip circles for
weeks. The latest video
sparked strong reactions
online because of Russini's
comments and Vrabel's
playful response during the
game, while fans continue
to revisit past reports and
photos connected to the
pair. Mike Vrabel and
Dianna Russini's old
Family Feud clip sparks
another viral NFL moment
A recently resurfaced clip
shared on X by the account
@CollegeFBPortal showed
Dianna Russini and Mike
Vrabel appearing remotely
on a Barstool Sports ver-
sion of “Family Feud.”

During the segment, the
host asked contestants,
“Tell me something a man
might do to get a woman in
the mood.” “Kiss her,”
Russini answered before
adding, “I feel like this is
good advice for you guys
too.”  Vrabel quickly
responded with a sarcastic
comment, saying, “I'm pay-
ing very close attention. I'm
so excited.” The exchange
immediately caught the
attention of NFL fans
online, especially because
the pair have already been
surrounded by public con-
troversy in recent weeks.
The resurfaced video
comes after reports and
photos involving Russini
and Vrabel spread widely
across social media earlier
this year. Photos published
in April allegedly showed
the two spending time
together at a resort in
Arizona. Since then, addi-
tional images and reports
have continued to surface
online, keeping the story
active across NFL fan com-
munities and entertain-
ment media pages.
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From The Makers Of SHAMBHALA, Shining
pictures X Aadi Saikumar #2, Ugandhar Muni
Presents, Brunda Ravindar Directs, First-Of-
Its-Kind Horror Thriller Announced

fter delivering the
A_ sensational block-

buster Shambhala,

the successful team
is back with yet another
intriguing project.
Presented by Ugandhar
Muni, who helmed the
blockbuster Shambhala,
and produced by
Mahidhar Reddy and
Rajasekhar Annabimoju
under the banner of
Shining Pictures, the film
to be mounted on a mas-
sive scale marks the direc-

torial debut of Brunda
Ravindar. Featuring the
versatile Aadi Saikumar
in the lead role, the project
also marks his second col-
laboration with the ban-
ner after Shambhala.

The announcement poster
carries a hauntingly artis-
tic and mysterious vibe,
instantly creating curiosi-
ty around the film. Aadi
Saikumar appears in an
intense close-up look, par-
tially hidden behind lay-
ers of colorful flowers and

dried leaves. His piercing
eyes stand out sharply,
while blood trickling
down one side of his fore-
head adds a dark, unset-
tling edge to the otherwise
visually poetic composi-
tion.

After years of exploring
fresh narrative possibili-
ties, the team is now set to
deliver a visually striking
atmospheric horror
thriller woven with a
deeply emotional mystery.
Blending fear, suspense,
and high-tension enter-
tainment with a strong
emotional backbone, the
film promises a horror
experience unlike any-
thing seen before on the
Indian screen.

Sound is being envisioned
as the heartbeat of this cin-
ematic world. From haunt-
ing ambient layers to
unsettling sonic textures,
every auditory detail is
being meticulously shaped
to immerse the audience
in terror. Known for his
intense and immersive
audio craft, Sree Charan is
set to experiment with
entirely new haunting
tones, eerie patterns, and
innovative sound-design
techniques that push the
fear factor far beyond
visuals. Here, the sound-
scape isn’t merely an ele-
ment- it becomes a living
presence, amplifying ten-
sion, evoking emotion,
and making viewers sense
fear even in moments of
silence. More details about
this first-of-its-kind proj-
ect will be unveiled soon.
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Veerabhadradu' is a good mass masala entertainer
that will celebrate in theaters. Audience will defi-
nitely enjoy it: Hero Suriya at the pre-release event

nly an elder brother
O can play a character

like 'Veerabhadradu'.

Such films should be
watched in theaters: Hero
Karthi Suriya's magnum
opus is a mass commercial
entertainer
'Veerabhadradu'. Trisha is
playing the heroine.
Directed by RJ Balaji, this
most awaited movie is
being produced by Dream
Warrior Pictures, a pro-
duction company that has
made a name for itself by
producing many successful
films. The promotional con-
tent that has already been

released has created huge
expectations. The film will
be released in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
through the prestigious
Annapurna Studios. The
film will be released world-
wide on May 14th. On this
occasion, the makers
organized a grand pre-
release event. Hero Karthi,
director Venky Atluri and
producer Supriya
Yarlagadda participat-
ed in this event.
Speaking at the pre-
release event, hero Surya
said.. Greetings to all the
Telugu audience. Every

time I come here, I feel very
lucky. I may not be very
good at Telugu... but I
know the Telugu people’s
minds very well. We have
always had a very good
friendship with Supriya
garu. We feel very honored
that Annapurna Studios is
releasing this film.
Heartfelt thanks to
Annapurna Studios for
such wonderful promo-
tions and release planning.

The

audience will definitely be
very satisfied with this
film. Rakendu Mouli garu
has written very good dia-
logues. Thank you to
Ramajogayya Sastry garu
and Shyam garu. He has
written very good songs. It
is very happy that they are
getting a good response.
R.J. Balaji garu’s journey is
very inspiring. He is multi-
talented. This story was
written very sincerely...
and it was also directed sin-
cerely. The first half is a
very good emotional court-
room drama. The second
half will be full-fledged the-

ater with mass masala
moments. There will be a
lot of good humor and fun...
This is my promise. This
film is releasing on May 14.
I enjoyed this film a lot. RJ
Balaji and GK Vishnu pre-
sented me very wonderful-
ly. They showed me very
differently from all my
films that came out recent-
ly. This is the film where I
worked with Trisha after 23
years. She performed very
wonderfully. Vikram garu
designed amazing action
sequences. Everyone who
worked on this film treated
it very specially and
worked. That sincere effort
is visible in the film for all
of you. This is a wonderful
entertainer. We need your
blessings and love. Thank
you very much for your
support and admiration.
Hero Karthi said..Hello
everyone. Thank you very
much for your love. They
said that there was a
'Rolex' here while the
shooting was going on.
That's why I came to say
hi. (Laughs). I really liked
the first look of this film. It
can be said that it is a mass
masala as well as a family
entertainer. The visuals
are amazing. I enjoyed the
trailer a lot. I remembered
the Ghajini days. Only an
elder brother can do such a
character. Only he can
achieve that mass. I will
definitely = watch  the
Telugu version too. Such
films should be watched in
the theater. This is a film
made for the audience who
celebrate films.

GERMAN MODEL LIZLAZ

SAYS SHE WAS PAID TO
TARGET VIRAT KOHLI

“Doordarshini” Will Touch
Everyone’s Hearts: Director
Karthikeya Kommi

‘Doordarshini’, a feel-good
love entertainer based on a
real-life incident, stars
Suvikshit and Geethika
Ratan in the lead roles. The
film carries the tagline
“Kalipindi Iddarini.”
Directed by Karthikeya
Kommi, the movie is pro-
duced by M. Jay Shankar

Reddy and Patimeedi
Santosh under the Varaha
Movie Makers banner.

Having completed all for-
malities, the film is set for
release on May 15. On this
occasion, director
Karthikeya Kommi shared
several interesting details
about the movie. Here are
the highlights.

What is your background?

Earlier, I directed films like
Saadhyam, Vasool Raja, and
Lakshmi Bomb. This is my

first project with newcom-
ers. Since the film is based
on a real incident, I made it
in a very realistic manner.

What is the
“Doordarshini”?
The film revolves around the
conflict between parents’
choices, society’s choices,
and children’s choices.

This movie will completely
satisfy those who miss the
Chitralahari era and those
who experienced that nos-
talgic period. It showcases
how eagerly people used to
wait for the Chitralahari
program and the love story
that unfolds around it. Back
then, Chitralahari used to
be like a gathering point for
everyone. Many are assum-
ing this is just a love story,
but the film has elements
that will connect with par-

story of

ents, youth,
and socie-
ty alike.

“RK Deeksha” Grand Theatrical Release on June 12th:
Director-Producer Dr. Prathani Ramakrishna Goud

nder the banners of RK
U Films and Sigdha
Creations, Dr.
Prathani
Ramakrishna Goud has
directed and produced the
film “RK Deeksha”, presented
by DS Reddy. The movie stars
Dhee and Jodi fame Aksha
Khan and Alekhya Reddy as
the female leads, while Kiran
plays the hero. Tulasi,
Anusha, Keerthana,
Pravallika, and Rohit Sharma
appear in important roles.
The film has successfully com-
pleted its censor formalities
and is gearing up for a grand
theatrical release on June
12th. The makers officially
announced the release date
during a press meet held
today.
Speaking at the event, direc-

tor-producer Dr. Prathani
Ramakrishna Goud said:
“Our film ‘RK Deeksha’ has
completed censor formalities
and received an ‘A’ certificate
due to the intense action
sequences in the movie. We
thank the censor officials for
granting the certificate with
very minimal cuts. The film
has shaped up really well. The
hero’s character reflects deter-
mination and dedication,
proving that anything can be
achieved with strong willpow-
er. Hero Kiran will earn a
good name through this
movie. His one-minute non-
stop dialogue as Bhimuni will
be one of the highlights.
Aksha Khan plays a dancer in
the film. Her song ‘Nandi
Nandi’ will receive a great
response from audiences.

Rohit Sharma appears as her
boyfriend in a negative role.
Tulasi has played a strong role
alongside Aksha Khan and
Alekhya Reddy. Music direc-
tor Raj Kiran has delivered
chartbuster songs. A special
patriotic song highlighting
the greatness of Indian sol-

diers has been sung by
Madhupriya. We will soon
release the audio. I strongly
believed in this story and pro-
duced the film without com-
promising anywhere. We
faced a slight delay during the
censor process, but now we
are bringing ‘RK Deeksha’ to

theatres on June 12th. After
this project, we will begin a
women’s kabaddi-based film.”

Hero Kiran said:

“T have acted in several films
earlier and am currently
working on three pan-India
movies. I am very happy to be
part of ‘RK Deeksha’. I got a
performance-oriented role in
this film. Since my childhood
as a child artist, I have been
striving hard to establish
myself in the film industry
with dedication, and director
Ramakrishna Goud gave me a
similar role in this movie too.
I performed a one-minute dia-
logue as Bhimuni, followed by
a powerful fight sequence. ‘RK
Deeksha’ has action,
romance, comedy, and all
commercial elements. We

hope audiences will support
our film.”

Heroine Aksha Khan said:

“I play a dancer in ‘RK
Deeksha’. Since I am also a
dancer in real life, I strongly
connected with the character.
The ‘Nandi Nandi’ song,
which is based around Nandi
Awards, has come out beauti-
fully. Along with songs, the
movie also has impressive
action sequences. I thank
Ramakrishna Goud garu for
giving me this opportunity.
My characterization in the
film is beautiful. My co-star
Kiran worked very passion-
ately for the movie, and I wish
him a bright future. Our film
is releasing on June 12th, and
I request everyone to watch
and support it.”

Prime Video Unveils the
Captivating Trailer of SYS-
TEM, a Prime Original Movie
that Navigates the Battle
Between Power and Justice

rime Video, India’s
most loved entertain-

P ment destination,

today unveiled the grip-
ping trailer of its upcoming
Prime Original movie
System, offering a powerful
glimpse into hard-hitting
social realities and questions a
system where power defines
truth. Directed by Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari and produced by
Pammi Baweja, Harman
Baweja, and Smitha Baliga,
System captures the universal
themes of ambition, revenge,
fight for justice, and moral
ethics. Written by Harman
Baweja, Arun Sukumar,
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari,
Tasneem Lokhandwala, and

Akshat Ghildial, System fea-
tures  Sonakshi  Sinha,
Jyotika, and Ashutosh
Gowariker in lead roles, sup-
ported by Preeti Agarwal,
Adinath Kothare, Aashriya
Mishra, Gaurav Pandey, and
Sayandeep Gupta in pivotal
roles. The movie will pre-
miere exclusively on Prime
Video in Hindi, across India
and over 240 countries and ter-
ritories worldwide on May 22.
The trailer for System opens
with Neha, a determined
young lawyer played by
Sonakshi Sinha, taking on a
tough challenge from her
father (Ashutosh Gowariker)
to be worthy of a partnership
in his firm.
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