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Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Telangana State 
Government Advisor 
Harkara Venugopal Rao 
today paid a courtesy visit 
to the Hon’ble Governor of 
Telangana, Shiv Pratap 
Shukla, at Lok Bhavan.
During the meeting 
Harkara Venugopal Rao 
exchanged greetings with 
the Governor and dis-
cussed various matters 
related to public adminis-
tration and welfare initia-
tives in the State.

Governor appreciated 
the efforts being undertak-
en by the State Government 
in strengthening public 
outreach and effective gov-
ernance. Harkara 
Venugopal Rao expressed 
gratitude to the Governor 
for his guidance and sup-
port.

meeting was held in a 
cordial atmosphere at Lok 
Bhavan, Hyderabad.

Advisor Harkara Venugopal Rao Pays Courtesy 
Visit to Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla

Hyderabad: Former PCC 
Secretary Lakpathi Jyothi 
Yadagiri Goud praised for-
mer Rajya Sabha Member 
and senior Congress leader 
V.Hanumantha Rao, describ-
ing him as a true soldier of 
the Congress party who has 
dedicated his life to strength-
ening the organisation.

On Thursday, Jyothi and 
Lakpathi Yadagiri Goud 
felicitated V. Hanumantha 
Rao at the Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 

Secretariat on the occasion 
of his assuming charge as 
Government Advisor.The 
couple presented him with 
a bouquet and honoured 
him with a shawl, convey-
ing their heartfelt congratu-
lations.Speaking on the 
occasion, Jyothi Yadagiri 
Goud said that Hanumantha 
Rao had worked tirelessly 
for the Congress party over 
the past five decades in var-
ious capacities, including 

MLA, PCC President and 
Rajya Sabha Member. She 
stated that his dedication 
and commitment to the 
party continue to inspire 
Congress workers.

She also expressed grati-
tude to the Congress govern-
ment, Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, PCC 
President Mahesh Kumar 
Goud and CM Advisor 
Harkara Venugopal Rao for 
recognising BC leaders and 
giving them appropriate rep-
resentation in the govern-
ment.Among those who 
attended the programme 
were Amberpet constituen-
cy in-charge Dr. C. Rohin 
Reddy, Khairatabad District 
Congress President Motha 
Rohith, Nagabhushanam, 
former Vice-President Bollu 
Kishan, former Corporator 
N a r a y a n a s w a m y , 
Tolupunoori Krishna Goud, 
Shambhula Srikanth Goud 
and others.

Senior Congress Leader V.Hanumantha Rao Felicitated by 
Lakpathi Jyothi Yadagiri Goud Couple

AP PGECET-2026 Results Released
93.29% Pass Percentage Recorded

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam: The results of AP PGECET-2026 entrance 
examination conducted for admissions into M.Tech and 
M.Pharmacy courses across the state were released on 
Thursday by state education minister Nara Lokesh. 
Announcing the results through Twitter, the minister 
congratulated the students who qualified in the examina-
tion. He stated that the results can also be accessed 
through the Higher Education Council website as well as 
through WhatsApp number 9552300009.
Andhra University Vice-Chancellor Prof. G.P. Rajasekhar 
released the detailed results at his office. He stated that a 
total of 12,012 candidates had applied for the entrance 
examination, out of which 9,990 candidates appeared for 
the test. Among them, 9,320 candidates qualified, register-
ing a pass percentage of 93.29 percent. AP PGECET 
Convener Prof. P. Mallikarjuna Rao said that the exami-
nations in 13 subjects were successfully conducted from 
April 28 to 30. The Vice-Chancellor congratulated the 
officials for conducting the examinations peacefully and 
efficiently. Registrar Prof. K. Rambabu participated in 
the programme.

Special Trains Introduced to Clear 
Summer Rush

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : In view of the heavy passenger rush 
during the summer season, Indian Railways has 
announced special train services between Visakhapatnam 
and SMVT Bengaluru. According to railway officials, 
Train No. 08581 Visakhapatnam – SMVT Bengaluru 
Weekly Special Express 
will depart from 
Visakhapatnam at 3:20 
PM every Friday from 
May 22 to June 26, 2026, 
and will reach Bengaluru 
at 1:50 PM the following 
day. In the return direc-
tion, Train No. 08582 SMVT Bengaluru – Visakhapatnam 
Weekly Special Express will leave SMVT Bengaluru at 
3:50 PM every Saturday from May 23 to June 27, 2026, and 
arrive in Visakhapatnam at 1:30 PM the next day. A total 
of six trips will be operated under this special service. 
The trains will halt at Duvvada, Anakapalle, Elamanchili, 
Samalkot, Rajahmundry, Eluru, Vijayawada, Ongole, 
Nellore, Gudur, Renigunta and Jolarpettai stations.

Railways has also decided to operate a one-way special 
train between Kacheguda and Visakhapatnam to ease 
additional passenger congestion. Train No. 07810 will 
depart from Kacheguda at 8:45 PM on Friday, May 15, 
2026, and reach Visakhapatnam at 9:30 AM the following 
day. The train will stop at Malkajgiri, Charlapalli, 
Kazipet, Warangal, Rayanapadu, Eluru, Rajahmundry 
and Samalkot stations. Senior Divisional Commercial 
Manager K. Pawan Kumar appealed to passengers to 
make use of these special train services.

 The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : The 
Andhra Cricket 
Association (ACA) orga-
nized a special wicket-
keeping training camp at 
the ACA North Zone 
Academy in Vizianagaram 
on Thursday, aiming to 
enhance the skills of wick-
et-keepers from across the 
state. Former Indian wick-
et-keeper Kiran More per-
sonally supervised the ses-
sion and provided 
advanced coaching to the 
participating players. 
Kiran More arrived at the 
academy at 9:00 AM and 
interacted extensively 
with the young cricketers, 
sharing valuable experi-
ences from his illustrious 
international cricket 
career. During the session, 
he trained the players in 
modern wicket-keeping 
techniques, reflex 
improvement, footwork, 
catching methods, and 
match awareness. The par-

ticipants received hands-
on guidance and practical 
tips from the veteran 
cricketer, making the 
camp highly beneficial for 
aspiring players.

The ACA stated that it is 
continuously introducing 
innovative initiatives to 
strengthen cricket develop-
ment in Andhra Pradesh and 
nurture young talent at the 
grassroots level. ACA 
President Kesineni Chinni 
and Secretary Sana Satish 
Babu expressed their grati-
tude to Kiran More for his 
valuable contribution 

towards the development of 
Andhra cricket. They praised 
his dedication and commit-
ment to mentoring young 
players and helping build a 
strong foundation for the 
future of the sport in the state. 
The association reiterated its 
commitment to improving the 
standards of cricket in 
Andhra Pradesh by providing 
quality coaching and expo-
sure to emerging talent. 
Officials said such specialized 
camps would play a vital role 
in identifying and grooming 
promising cricketers for high-
er levels of competition. 

Special Wicket-Keeping Camp Conducted by 
ACA Under Guidance of Kiran More

Community Participation Key 
to Dengue Control

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
District Medical and 
Health Officer P. 
Jagadeeshwara Rao on 
Thursday unveiled an 
awareness banner at the 
District Medical and 
Health Office in connec-
tion with National Dengue 
Day. He said that National 
Dengue Day, observed 
every year on May 16, is 
being conducted this year 
with the slogan 
“Community Participation 
for Dengue Control – 
Check, Clean, Cover.” 
Speaking on the occasion, 
he stated that dengue 
spreads through the bite of 
the Aedes mosquito and 
advised people to immedi-
ately undergo tests at near-
by government hospitals if 
they experience symptoms 
such as high fever, severe 
headache, pain behind the 
eyes, muscle and joint 

pains, vomiting, and red 
rashes on the skin. He 
urged the public to prevent 
water stagnation in and 
around their houses and 
ensure that coolers, refrig-
erator trays, flower vases, 
discarded tyres, coconut 
shells and other contain-
ers do not become breed-
ing grounds for mosqui-
toes. He further said that 

rallies, group meetings, 
and awareness pro-
grammes would be organ-
ised on May 16 with the 
cooperation of Panchayat, 
Municipal, Education and 
Anganwadi departments. 
District Malaria Officer 
Varaprasad Reddy, 
Assistant Malaria Officers 
and malaria staff partici-
pated in the programme.

 DMHO P. Jagadeeshwara Rao at National Dengue Day Banner Unveiling Programme

GITAM Pharmacy Courses Receive NBA Accreditation
AI, Machine Learning Introduced in B.Pharmacy Curriculum

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
GITAM Deemed to be 

University School of 
Pharmacy has received 
accreditation from the 
prestigious National 
Board of Accreditation 
(NBA) for its B.Pharmacy 
and M.Pharmacy pro-
grammes, Principal of the 
School of Pharmacy Prof. 
N. Srinivas announced on 
Thursday. Addressing a 
press conference, he said 
that as part of modernis-
ing pharmacy education 
in tune with emerging 
industry requirements, 
subjects such as Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), Machine 
Learning, Pharmaceutical 
Automation and Python 
programming will be 
introduced into the B.
Pharmacy curriculum 
from the 2026-27 academic 
year.

Prof. Srinivas stated 
that the B.Pharmacy and 
M.Pharmacy programmes, 
which are being conducted 

with the approval of the 
Pharmacy Council of India 
(PCI), will now be taught 
with updated and 
advanced technological 
components as per PCI 
guidelines. He added that 
state-of-the-art computer 
laboratories are being 
established in the School 
of Pharmacy to support 
the new curriculum. 
Highlighting the institu-
tion’s academic achieve-
ments, he said that among 
more than 5,000 pharmacy 
colleges across the coun-

try, GITAM School of 
Pharmacy secured the 
33rd rank in the NIRF 
rankings announced by 
the Union Ministry of 
Education in recognition 
of its teaching and 
research standards. He 
further noted that the 
institution had also 
achieved a global ranking 
of 1001.

Prof. Srinivas said that 
nearly 35 pharmaceutical 
companies from across the 
country had conducted 
campus recruitment 

drives at GITAM to recruit 
pharmacy students. He 
added that research activi-
ties are being carried out 
at the School of Pharmacy 
in collaboration with pre-
mier central research 
institutions. He informed 
that admissions are cur-
rently open for B.
Pharmacy and M.
Pharmacy programmes in 
specialisations including 
P h a r m a c e u t i c s , 
Pharmaceutical Analysis, 
P h a r m a c o l o g y , 
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l 

Chemistry and 
Pharmaceutical Quality 
Assurance.

Students who have 
passed Intermediate with 
BiPC or MPC subjects 
securing at least 50 per 
cent marks are eligible for 
admission into B.
Pharmacy through the 
GITAM Admission Test 
(GAT-2026), he said, add-
ing that admissions will 
also be offered based on 
EAMCET ranks. 
Scholarships will be pro-
vided to meritorious stu-
dents, and opportunities 
for admission into M.
Pharmacy will also be 
available for B.Pharmacy 
graduates. Students seek-
ing admission into phar-
macy courses may apply 
online through the official 
GITAM website. Prof. 
Annapurna, Head of 
Admissions Anish Kumar, 
L. Srinivas and others 
were present at the press 
conference.

Insurance 
Employees’ 
Association 
Extends 
Solidarity 
to SBI Staff 
Federation 
Strike
Visakhapatnam (TSIT) All 
India Insurance Employees' 
Association has extended its 
full fraternal support and soli-
darity to the nationwide strike 
and agitational programmes 
being organised by All India 
State Bank of India Staff 
Federation on May 25 and 26 
against anti-worker policies 
and unjust practices affecting 
bank employees. In a letter 

addressed to AISBISF General 
Secretary L. Chandrasekhar, 
AIIEA General Secretary 
Shreekant Mishra stated that 
the issues raised by bank 
employees were not confined 
to the banking sector alone, 
but reflected wider concerns 
relating to workers’ rights, job 
security, dignity of labour and 
democratic trade union func-
tioning across the financial 
sector and public services. The 
association expressed strong 
support for the demands of SBI 
employees, including recruit-
ment of messengers and 
armed guards to address the 
shortage of subordinate staff, 
opposition to outsourcing of 
regular jobs, withdrawal of the 
discontinuation of inter-circle 
transfers for employees 
recruited after 2019.

Grand Annual Brahmotsavams at 
Narayanavanam from May 28 to June 5

Tirumala (TSIT) Annual 
Brahmotsavams of Sri 
Kalyana Venkateswara 
Swamy will be held at 
Narayanavanam from May 
28 to June 5 with religious 
fervour.

Koil Alwar 
Tirumanjanam 
will be observed 
on May 24 and 
Ankurarpanam 
on May 27. 
I m p o r t a n t 
events include 
Garuda Seva on 
June 1, 
Kalyanotsavam 
on June 4 and 
Chakrasnanam 
on June 5. 
Special spiritual 
and cultural pro-

grammes will also be organ-
ised during the festivities. 
TTD appealed to devotees to 
participate in large numbers 
and seek the blessings of the 
Lord.

AP Constitutes State 
Transgender Welfare Board

Tirupati (TSIT): The inaugu-
ral meeting of the Andhra 
Pradesh State Transgender 
Welfare Board was held at 
the AP Secretariat 
Conference Hall in 
Amaravati under the chair-
manship of Minister for 
Welfare of Differently Abled 
and Senior Citizens, Shri 
Dola Veeranjaneya Swamy. 
The meeting was attended 
by Secretary Smt. A. 
Suryakumari, IAS, officials 
from various departments, 
and representatives of the 
transgender community. 
Tirupati District Collector 
Dr. S. Venkateswar partici-
pated virtually from the 
Collectorate Bungalow on 

Thursday evening.The 
Andhra Pradesh 
Government has constituted 
the State-level Transgender 
Welfare Board with the aim 
of protecting the rights, wel-
fare, and holistic develop-
ment of transgender per-
sons. The Board has been 
formed in accordance with 
the Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights) Act, 

2019 and Rules, 2020, vide 
G.O.Ms.No.14, dated 12-05-
2026. As part of this, the State 
Government has issued 
orders nominating Tirupati 
District Collector Dr. S. 
Venkateswar as a Member 
representing the 
Rayalaseema Region. The 
Board will function with 
Shri Dola Veeranjaneya 
Swamy, Minister for 
Differently Abled, Senior 
Citizens & Transgender 
Welfare, as Chairperson and 
Smt. A. Suryakumari, 
Secretary, Department of 
Women, Children, 
Differently Abled & Senior 
Citizens Welfare, as Member 
Secretary.  

Mahabubnagar, May 14 
(TSIT): Government Whip 
and MLA Yennam 
Srinivas Reddy said that 
the State Government is 
according top priority to 
the development of tour-
ism and infrastructure 
facilities in the combined 
Mahabubnagar district.

The MLA laid founda-
tion stones for several 
development works at 
Balsamari  in 
Mahabubnagar city on 
Thursday. Speaking to the 
media later, he said that 
the government, under the 
directions of Chief Minister 

A. Revanth Reddy, had 
allocated funds for various 
development activities 
across the district.He stat-
ed that nearly Rs. 5 crore 
has been sanctioned for the 
development of tourist des-
tinations in the district, of 
which works worth Rs. 2.5 
crore were launched on 
Thursday. As part of the 
tourism development ini-
tiative, the government 
plans to transform Mayuri 
Park into a major tourist 
attraction by developing 
trekking trails, viewpoints, 
and temporary cottages for 
visitors.

Rs.1.57 Crore Sanctioned for 
Water Works in Nagalapuram

Tirupati (TSIT)The government has sanctioned Rs.1.57 crore 
for 68 water conservation works under the Jaladhara–
Jalaharati programme in Nagalapuram Mandal to improve 
irrigation and groundwater lev-
els.The works include restora-
tion of feeder canals, field canals, 
village tanks, check dams, 
recharge structures, and water 
ponds, benefiting 3,612 acres 
across several panchayats.
Special desilting works are also being taken up in Rajulakandrig 
Gram Panchayat under MGNREGA, where workers are 
restoring canals to improve water flow into tanks and support 
agriculture.Officials said the programme would help increase 
groundwater levels, provide irrigation benefits.

Govt Giving Priority to Tourism 
Development in Mahabubnagar: Whip 

Yennam Srinivas Reddy 
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NIA files 7,500-page chargesheet 
in Red Fort car bomb
blast case that killed 11

New Delhi (TSIT): The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
filed a massive 7,500-page 
chargesheet against ten accused in 
connection with the deadly car 
bomb explosion near the Red Fort 
area in Delhi that claimed 11 lives 
last year, officials said on 
Thursday. The high-intensity 
Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive 
Device (VBIED) blast took place on 
November 10 last year and had 
also left several people injured 
besides causing extensive damage 
to property. According to the NIA, 
all ten accused, including the 
alleged mastermind Dr Umer Un 
Nabi, who is now deceased, were 
linked to Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind 
(AGuH), an offshoot of Al-Qaida in 
the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS). 
The chargesheet was filed before 
the NIA special court at Patiala 
House Courts in New Delhi. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs had des-
ignated AQIS and its affiliated 
organisations as terrorist outfits 
in June 2018.

Gadkari chooses bus 
over convoy, pushes fuel 
conservation drive
New Delhi (TSIT): Union 
Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari 
on Thursday opted to travel by 
bus instead of using his offi-
cial convoy while inspecting 
the Sant Dnyaneshwar 
Maharaj Palkhi Marg project, 
reinforcing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s message on 
conserving fuel amid ongoing 

global insta-
bility. During 
the inspec-
tion visit, 
Gadkari said 
the country 
must focus 
on reducing 
dependence 
on conven-

tional fuels and accelerate the 
transition toward cleaner 
energy alternatives. He noted 
that he has been advocating 
sustainable mobility and alter-
native fuels for nearly two 
decades. The minister high-
lighted that since 2004, efforts 
have been underway to pro-
mote fuels such as ethanol, 
methanol, biodiesel, LNG, and 
green hydrogen. 

Pakistan will face unprecedented 
consequences if it targets India: Rajnath 

Jaipur (TSIT)

Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday issued a stern 
warning to Pakistan, stating that 
any hostile act against India 
would invite consequences 
"never witnessed before".

Reaffirming India’s policy of 
“zero tolerance” against terror-
ism, he said the country would 
respond decisively to any threat 
to its sovereignty and security. 
Rajnath Singh said India’s nation-
al security policy has undergone 
a historic and comprehensive 
transformation over the past 
decade under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

He said India has adopted a 
policy of “zero tolerance” 
against terrorism and conveyed 
a strong message to the world 
that any hostile act against the 
country would invite decisive 
consequences.

“India has sent a clear mes-
sage to the world that we main-
tain a policy of ‘zero tolerance’ 
against terrorism. If Pakistan 
attempts to cast an evil eye on 
us, then what has never hap-
pened before will inevitably 
occur,” he added. The Defence 
Minister was addressing the 
unveiling ceremony of the statue 
of Shri Rao Dudaji in Merta, 
Nagaur district, on Thursday. 
He said Rajasthan has always 
inspired the nation through its 

traditions of sacri-
fice, courage and 
patriotism, noting 
that families 
across the state 
proudly contribute 
soldiers to the armed 
forces. Referring to 
Rao Dudaji as a symbol of 
valour and righteousness, he 
said his life continues to inspire 
younger generations with ideals 
of courage, commitment and 
devotion to justice and dharma. 
Rajnath Singh said India’s 
armed forces have demonstrat-
ed exceptional military capabil-
ity through the 2016 surgical 
strikes, the 2019 Balakot air-
strikes and, most recently, 
through “Operation Sindoor”.

Referring to the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, he said the nation 
responded firmly and made it 
clear that India does not provoke 

others, but will respond decisive-
ly when challenged.“If Indian 
citizens are attacked, we will 
retaliate even across borders. No 
boundary can stop India from 
defending its people,” he assert-
ed.Emphasising women empow-
erment, the Defence Minister 
said respect for women is deeply 
rooted in Indian civilisation. He 
highlighted initiatives such as 

“Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” and 
the Nari Shakti Vandan 

Amendment Act aimed 
at strengthening 

women’s represen-
tation and safety.

Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal 
Sharma, speaking 

on the occasion, 
said that under the 

guidance of the Prime 
Minister and the leader-

ship of the Defence Minister, 
rapid modernisation of the 
armed forces has strengthened 
India’s self-reliance in the 
defence sector.He praised the 
role of the Indian Army during 
“Operation Sindoor” and said 
Rajasthan’s brave heroes con-
tinue to inspire the nation with 
their legacy of sacrifice and 
patriotism.The Chief Minister 
said the state government is 
committed to preserving and 
promoting Rajasthan’s glorious 
cultural and historical heritage 
for future generations.

Defence 
Minister 

reiterates India’s 
zero-tolerance policy 

on terrorism, 
highlights military 

strength and 
Operation Sindoor at 

Rao Dudaji statue 
unveiling in 
Rajasthan.

Storm fury kills 74 across UP; Prayagraj worst hit as rain, strong winds wreak havoc
Lucknow (TSIT)

At least 74 people lost their lives 
and hundreds were injured after a 
powerful storm accompanied by 
heavy rain and hail lashed several 
parts of Uttar Pradesh on 
Wednesday, leaving widespread 
destruction across the state.

The sudden storm, with wind 
speeds reportedly reaching up to 
100 kmph, uprooted trees, dam-
aged houses, brought down elec-
tricity poles and disrupted normal 
life in dozens of districts.

Prayagraj emerged as the worst-
affected district, recording 17 
deaths across five tehsils. Officials 

said the victims included five 
women, four children and eight 
men. The storm also killed around 
20 livestock and damaged at least 
16 houses in the district.

Several tragic incidents were 
reported from different parts of 
the state. In Unnao, a 70-year-old 

farmer, identified as Ram Ashray, 
died after being crushed by a fall-
ing mango tree. In another inci-
dent, nine-year-old Ansh lost his 
life when a eucalyptus tree col-
lapsed in Asiwan.

Other severely affected districts 
included Bhadohi, where 10 people 

died, Fatehpur with eight deaths, 
and Badaun with six fatalities.

The storm caused massive dis-
ruption to electricity supply after 
hundreds of power poles and trees 
were uprooted. Roads were 
blocked in many areas, vehicles 
were damaged and several locali-
ties remained cut off immediately 
after the storm.

The India Meteorological 
Department has issued a Yellow 
Alert for 38 districts, including 
Lucknow, Prayagraj, Jaunpur and 
Banda, warning of continued 
heavy rainfall, lightning and 
strong winds reaching up to 60 
kmph in the coming hours. 

Residents have been advised to 
remain indoors and avoid unnec-
essary travel.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister’s Office has directed dis-
trict administrations to speed up 
relief and rescue operations and 
ensure immediate compensation 
to the families of victims. 
Meanwhile, weather officials have 
warned that another challenge 
may follow the storm, with tem-
peratures expected to rise sharply 
from May 15. Forecasts indicate 
that mercury levels could increase 
by 6 to 8 degrees Celsius, poten-
tially crossing 45°C in several dis-
tricts.

Mamata appears in lawyer’s robe at Calcutta 
HC over Bengal post-poll violence case

Kolkata (TSIT)

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday 
appeared before the Calcutta High 
Court wearing a black lawyer’s 
gown in connection with a case 
relating to alleged post-poll vio-
lence in the state following the 
Assembly elections.

The petition was filed by 
Shirshanya Bandopadhyay, son of 

senior Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
leader and advocate Kalyan 
Bandopadhyay. The case concerns 
allegations of attacks on political 
workers and party offices after the 
high-voltage elections that ended 
the TMC’s 15-year rule and brought 
the BJP to power in West Bengal.

The appearance of Banerjee at 
the High Court drew considerable 
political attention, with the 

Trinamool Congress sharing photo-
graphs and reactions on social 
media platform X.

In its post, the party stated that 
Banerjee’s presence in court reflect-
ed her continued commitment 
towards the people of Bengal and 
her stand for justice and constitu-
tional values. The TMC claimed 
that Banerjee continues to stand by 
the people during difficult times 
and remains firm in what it 

described as her fight against injus-
tice and political hostility.The party 
further praised her for displaying 
“compassion, courage and convic-
tion” while confronting political 
challenges posed by the BJP. The 
matter continues to remain under 
judicial consideration, with further 
hearings expected in the Calcutta 
High Court regarding the allega-
tions raised in the petition.

Hyderabad TSIT: 

In another major boost to 
Telangana’s rapidly growing 
industrial ecosystem, KJS India 
Private Limited is expanding its 
manufacturing presence in the 
State with the establishment of its 
new facility  KJS Unit-II at 
Thogarpally village in Kondapur 
Mandal of Sangareddy district.

The foundation stone for the 
new manufacturing unit will be 
laid on Friday, May 15, in the pres-
ence of Telangana IT, Industries 
and Commerce Minister D. 
Sridhar Babu, highlighting the 
State Government’s continued 
thrust on attracting investments 
and promoting industrial growth 

across districts beyond Hyderabad.
KJS India, which has already 

established itself as a reliable co-
manufacturing partner for global-
ly renowned brands such as Nestlé, 
Unilever and Mayora, is expected 
to further enhance Telangana’s 
profile as an emerging hub for 
FMCG and allied manufacturing 
sectors through the new expan-
sion.Industry experts view the 

project as a strong reflection of 
growing investor confidence in 
Telangana’s progressive industrial 
policies, world-class infrastruc-
ture, and proactive governance. 

The State Government’s focus 
on ease of doing business and 
industrial-friendly initiatives 
has been drawing leading com-
panies to expand operations in 
Telangana.

KJS India Expands Manufacturing 
Presence with New Unit in Telangana

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

The Election Commission on 
Thursday announced the rollout 
of phase 3 of the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls 
in 16 states and three Union 
Territories involving 36.73 crore 
voters in a phased manner begin-
ning May 30. The states and UTs 
where the SIR will be carried out 
are Delhi, Odisha, Mizoram, 
Sikkim, Manipur, Uttarakhand, 
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, 
Telangana, Punjab, Karnataka, 
Meghalaya, Maharashtra, 
Jharkhand, Nagaland, Tripura, 
Dadar and Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu.Punjab, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka and 
Telangana are opposition-ruled 
among the states where the SIR 
exercise will be held.

Over 3.94 lakh booth level 
officers (BLOs) will go house-
to-house of 36.73 crore electors 
during the latest poll roll revi-
sion exercise. They will be 
assisted by 3.42 lakh booth 
level agents (BLAs) appointed 
by political parties during the 
enumeration phase. The sched-
ule for the SIR in Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh will be 
announced later keeping in 
view weather conditions in 
snow-bound areas, the EC said 
in a statement. Once phase 3 is 
completed, the entire country 
will be covered except 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

The schedule of SIR phase 3 
has been fixed keeping in view 
the common field machinery 
with the ongoing house listing 
of the ongoing Census exercise. 
The final electoral rolls of the 
16 states and three UTs will be 
published on different dates 
this year, beginning with 
Odisha, Sikkim, Mizoram and 
Manipur on September 6 and 
ending with Tripura on 
December 23.The final poll roll of 
Delhi, along with those of 
Karnataka, Meghalaya, 
Maharashtra and Jharkhand, will 
be out on October 7.The SIR has 
already been conducted in Bihar, 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
and Lakshadweep.A “special revi-
sion” was conducted in Assam.In 
his message on the latest phase of 
SIR, Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar said, “I appeal to 
all electors to enthusiastically par-
ticipate in phase 3 of the SIR and 
fill their enumeration forms. 

EC announces staggered rollout 
of SIR phase 3 in 16 states, 3 UTs

Beijing (TSIT) 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has described the emerging 
phase of relations with the 
United States as a “new era” of 
more stable and managed com-
petition, while issuing a point-
ed warning over Taiwan, call-
ing it the most sensitive and 
dangerous issue in bilateral 
ties.The remarks came as Xi 
and US President Donald 
Trump opened a landmark 
bilateral summit at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing, 

their first face-to-face meeting 
in China since 2017, setting the 
tone for discussions expected 
to focus on strategic rivalry, 
trade, and regional security.

Xi signals ‘New Era’ in US-China ties, issues 
warning on Taiwan at Beijing Summit

V D Satheesan will be 
next CM of Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram (TSIT): 
The Indian National Congress 
on Thursday formally 
announced senior leader V D 
Satheesan as the 
Chief Minister-
designate of 
Kerala, bringing 
an end to days of 
political uncer-
tainty within the 
party following 
the United Democratic Front’s 
electoral victory in the state. 
The announcement was made 
at a press briefing held in New 
Delhi at the AICC headquar-
ters, where senior Congress 
leaders Ajay Maken, Mukul 
Wasnik, and Deepa Dasmunshi 
are reported to have conveyed 
the decision on behalf of the 
central leadership. 

CM Revanth slams centre 
over NEET-UG Cancellation

Hyderabad 
TSIT BUREAU: 

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy strongly criti-
cised the Union Government 
over the cancellation of 
NEET-UG 2026, describing 
the decision as “authoritari-
an and arbitrary” and accus-
ing the Narendra Modi-led 
government of repeatedly 
failing to protect the integrity 
of the country’s examination 
system. Chief Minister said 
the unilateral cancellation of 
NEET-UG 2026 has pushed 
nearly two crore students and 
their families into anxiety 
and uncertainty. He alleged 
that as many as 93 examina-
tion paper leaks had taken 
place during Prime Minister 
’s tenure, exposing serious 
systemic failures in the con-
duct of public examinations 
across the country.

Revanth Reddy compared 
the NEET cancellation to the 
demonetisation decision, 
stating that both had shocked 
the nation and severely 
affected ordinary people. He 
said the Centre’s “thought-
less and negligent” approach 
has jeopardised the future of 
lakhs of students who spent 
years preparing for competi-

tive examinations under 
intense pressure. Chief 
Minister expressed concern 
over the financial and emo-
tional burden borne by par-
ents, many of whom allegedly 
took loans or sold jewellery to 
support their children’s 
NEET preparation. He said 
the cancellation had shat-
tered the aspirations of hard-
working students due to the 
Centre’s inability to prevent 
paper leaks and examination 
irregularities.

Referring to Congress par-
ty’s “The Paper Leak Decade” 
white paper, Revanth Reddy 
claimed that since 2014, at 
least 93 paper leak incidents 
involving central and state-
level examinations had affect-

ed nearly two crore students 
nationwide. He alleged that 
BJP-ruled states had emerged 
as major centres for examina-
tion leaks, with Gujarat alone 
witnessing 14 major inci-
dents.

The Chief Minister also 
recalled that several major 
national examinations, 
including NEET-UG, UGC-
NET, CSIR-NET and NEET-
PG, were cancelled in 2024 
following allegations of irreg-
ularities. He further pointed 
out that the Uttar Pradesh 
Police Constable examina-
tion, attended by nearly 48 
lakh candidates, was also 
cancelled within days due to 
question paper leaks.

Despite the enactment of 
the Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Act in February 2024, 
Revanth Reddy alleged that 
the Centre delayed its notifi-
cation until June 2024, allow-
ing major scandals to sur-
face in the meantime. 
Assuring support to students 
and parents, the Telangana 
Chief Minister said the State 
Government would stand 
firmly with every affected 
student and family in the 
wake of the NEET-UG can-
cellation.
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Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Roads, Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
on Thursday reaffirmed the 
State Government’s commit-
ment to protecting farmers’ 
interests and ensuring has-
sle-free paddy procurement 
across Telangana, stating 
that every grain produced by 
farmers would be purchased 
at Minimum Support Price 
(MSP).
Along with Civil Supplies 
and Irrigation Minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy and 
District In-charge Minister 
Adluri Laxman Kumar, the 
Minister inspected the paddy 
procurement centre at 
Chettla Chennaram village in 
Nalgonda district and inter-
acted directly with farmers.
The Ministers reviewed 
paddy arrivals, stocks 
already shifted to rice mills, 
pending quantities and the 
timeline for completion of 
procurement. Officials were 
directed to accelerate pro-
curement operations on a 
war footing, increase the 
availability of lorries and 
ensure immediate transpor-
tation of procured paddy to 
rice mills.Later, a high-level 
review meeting on paddy pro-
curement in the erstwhile 
Nalgonda district was held at 

Udayaditya Bhavan in the 
Collectorate premises.

Addressing the meeting, 
Minister Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy said Telangana 
is the only State in the coun-
try procuring the entire 
paddy produce cultivated by 
farmers. He stated that the 
State Government had mobil-
ised nearly Rs.22,000 crore for 
the procurement programme 
to ensure farmers do not 
incur losses.“Farmers are the 
providers of food to the 
nation. Let us work two extra 
hours if necessary to ensure 
they do not face inconve-
nience,” the Minister told 
officials. Minister instructed 
authorities to appoint one 
dedicated officer for every 
rice mill and complete pro-
curement operations at all 
centres before May 25.

He said paddy production 

in Telangana had increased 
significantly due to expan-
sion of irrigation facilities 
and farmer-friendly policies. 
Acknowledging challenges 
such as shortage of hamalis 
and transportation delays 
because of record paddy 
arrivals during the Yasangi 
season, he assured that the 
government was addressing 
the issues on priority.

Minister Komatireddy said 
that following a video confer-
ence with Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, the govern-
ment had prepared an action 
plan to complete the procure-
ment process within ten 
days. Officials were instruct-
ed to increase transport vehi-
cles to ensure uninterrupted 
movement of paddy from pro-
curement centres to rice 
mills.He also assured that 
immediate payments would 

be made to farmers for pro-
cured grain and reiterated 
that no farmer should panic 
as the government would 
purchase every last grain 
produced in the State.

Highlighting the Congress 
government’s contribution to 
agriculture, the Minister said 
major irrigation projects 
such as Sriram Sagar Project, 
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam and 
Srisailam Dam were con-
structed during Congress 
regimes, laying a strong foun-
dation for agricultural 
growth in Telangana.

“Some people once mocked 
Telangana and underestimat-
ed its potential. Today, 
Telangana stands as the num-
ber one State in paddy pro-
duction in the country,” he 
remarked.The Minister fur-
ther stated that efforts were 
underway to complete the 
Srisailam Left Bank Canal 
project soon, which would 
help bring additional agricul-
tural land under cultivation.

Legislative Council 
Chairman Gutha Sukender 
Reddy said nearly 67 percent 
of procurement had already 
been completed in Nalgonda 
district and appealed to mill-
ers and transport agencies to 
cooperate with the govern-
ment for smooth procure-
ment operations.

Telangana to Procure Every Grain Produced by 
Farmers Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

Hyderabad TSIT: Director 
General of Police C.V. Anand 
on Thursday visited the 
Greyhounds Headquarters 
and conducted a comprehen-
sive review meeting on the 
operational and administra-
tive functioning of the elite 
anti-insurgency force. 
During the visit, the DGP 
reviewed the operational 
activities carried out by 
Greyhounds personnel and 
assessed their performance 
in anti-Maoist operations 
and other assigned duties. 

He also examined the 
existing training standards, 
curriculum, and modules 
being imparted to person-
nel, stressing the need for 
continuous upgradation in 
tune with evolving opera-
tional requirements.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of maintaining peak 
operational efficiency, the 
DGP directed Greyhounds 
leadership to ensure a high 
level of combat readiness at 
all times. He underscored 
the need for regular firing 
practice and rigorous field 
training to keep the force 
mission-ready.

 DGP also reviewed issues 
relating to the reduction in 
Greyhounds strength in view 
of declining Maoist activities. 
He informed officers that the 
proposal concerning 708 sur-
rendered Greyhounds posts 
is currently pending with the 
Government. He further stat-
ed that the notified repatria-
tions would be carried out 
after receiving necessary 
Government orders.

DGP C.V. Anand Reviews Greyhounds 
Operations, Stresses Combat Readiness

MLA, MLC Lay Foundation Stone for 
Hospital Building at Medical College

The South India Times // 
Nagar kurnool : Construction works for the hospital building of the 
Government Medical College, which is being established by the 
State Government with the aim of providing better healthcare 

services to the people of Nagarkurnool, 
were formally launched by MLA Dr. 
Kuchukulla Rajesh Reddy. MLC 
Kuchukulla Damodar Reddy attended the 
programme as the chief guest. Speaking 
on the occasion, MLA Dr. Kuchukulla 
Rajesh Reddy said that providing 

advanced healthcare services to the people of Nagarkurnool dis-
trict is one of the government’s major priorities. He stated that the 
construction of the Medical College Hospital would significantly 
strengthen the healthcare sector in the district and reduce the need 
for poor patients to travel to cities like Hyderabad for treatment.

Govt Allocates Rs 
22,000 Crore for 
Paddy Procurement

Khammam (TSIT): The 
state government has allo-
cated Rs 22,000 crore for 
paddy procurement this 
season and will procure 82 
to 85 lakh metric tonnes of 
paddy across Telangana, 
civil supplies minister 
Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
on Thursday. He assured 
farmers that the govern-
ment would procure every 
grain produced by them at 
the minimum support 
price and there was no 
need for any concern.The 
minister, along with reve-
nue, housing and informa-
tion minister Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy, inspected 
a fine variety paddy pro-
curement centre set up by 
SERP under Sri Lakshmi 
Gram Samakhya at Paleru 
village in Kusumanchi 
mandal. The ministers 
reviewed grain collection, 
weighing process, quality 
standards and storage 
arrangements at the centre 
and directed officials to 
ensure speedy procure-
ment without causing 
inconvenience to farmers.

Kavwampally met VH politely

Karimnagar, May 14, TSIT : TPCC SC Cell 
Chairman, Manakondur MLA Dr. 
Kavwampally Satyanarayana paid a cour-
tesy call on V Hanumantha Rao (VH), who 
was recently appointed as the Advisor to 
Telangana State Government, in Hyderabad 
on Thursday. On this occasion, he was pre-
sented with a flower bouquet and honored 
with a shawl. MLA Dr. Kavvampally was 
accompanied by Chairman of Karimnagar 
Satavahana Urban Development 
Corporation (SUDA) Komatireddy 
Narender Reddy and others.

Collector Reviews Flood 
Preparedness in Mulugu

Mulugu, May 14, TSIT : Borkhade Hemant Sahadeva Rao 
directed officials to effectively handle flood situations 
caused by heavy rains in Mulugu.During a review meet-
ing with District Forest Officer Vikas Meena, the Collector 
discussed table top and mock exercises planned for flood 
management. Vivekananda Colony, Krishna Colony, 
Palsabpally, and Mulugu areas were selected for the exer-
cises scheduled on May 15 and May 18.Officials discussed 
evacuation plans, search and rescue operations, relief 
measures, and inter-departmental coordination during 
emergencies. 

Occupancy Certificates Only After 
Rule Compliance: Collector
 
WARANGAL, May 14, TSIT : Chahat Bajpai said occu-
pancy certificates would be issued only if building rules 
and prescribed guidelines are properly followed.The 
Collector, who is also the Baldia Special Officer, con-
ducted field inspections on Thursday in JSM School 
area, Hunter Road, Deshaipet Venkatrama Junction, 

and Nayeem 
N a g a r 
Surendrapuri 
areas in 
W a r a n g a l .
During the 
inspections, offi-
cials verified 
measurements 
and examined 
documents sub-
mitted for occu-
pancy certifi-
cates. The 
Collector stated 
that permissions 

and occupancy certificates would be granted only after 
ensuring compliance with all regulations.In-charge City 
Planner Ravinder Radekar, TPS Anvesh, and other offi-
cials participated in the inspection programme.

Wanaparthy(TSIT):No 
matter how much income 
is earned, it can be stolen 
in one form or another, 
but education will ulti-
mately remain a treasure 
that no one can steal, said 
Sivasena Reddy, Chief of 
Wanaparthy  DCC and 
Chairman of the State 
Sports Authority. On 
Thursday, a ceremony 
was held to inaugurate the 
newly constructed first 
floor of the district library 
at Wanaparthy  district 
center with a cost of Rs. 
State Excise, Tourism and 
Culture Minister Jupalli 
Krishna Rao attended the 
event as the chief guest 
and inaugurated the new 

first floor. Wanaparthy  
MLA Thudi Megha Reddy, 
Telangana State Sports 
Authority Chairman 
Shivsena Reddy and 
District Collector Adarsh ​​
Surabhi were the chief 
guests.     On this occasion, 
Telangana State Sports 
Authority Chairman 
Shivsena Reddy said that 
Wanaparthy  means 
"Vidyaparthi". He remind-
ed that many students 
from the joint district used 
to come to Wanaparthy  to 
study. It is said that it is 
commendable to establish 
such a good library. He 
said that money can be 
stolen but no one can steal 
education.

Education is a wealth that no one 
can steal: State Sports Authority 

Chairman Shivsena Reddy

Hyderabad TSIT: Harkara 
Venugopal Rao Advisor to 
Government (Protocol & 
Public Relations) on 
Thursday greeted senior 
Congress leader and for-
mer Rajya Sabha member 
on the occasion of assum-
ing charge as Advisor to 
the Government at the .

Telangana IT, Industries 
and Commerce Minister 
also accompanied the lead-
ers during the occasion.

Harkara Venugopal Rao 

conveyed his best wishes 
to V.Hanumanth Rao and 
expressed confidence that 
his vast political and 
administrative experience 
would greatly contribute 
to strengthening gover-
nance and public welfare 
initiatives in the State. 
Several leaders, officials 
and well-wishers extended 
their congratulations to 
V.Hanumanth Rao on 
assuming the new respon-
sibility.

Harkara Venugopal Rao Greets 
V. Hanumanth Rao on Assuming 

Office as Government Advisor

WARANGAL, May 14, TSIT :  
Warangal CP suggested that 
the station officials should 
work with dedication and 
win the favor of the people.  
Inspectors Mahender and 
Shyamsundar, who took 
charge as the new inspectors 
of Hasanparthi and Kazipet 
police stations on the orders 

of Warangal 
P o l i c e 
Commissioner 
Sunpreeth Sing, 
met the Warangal 
P o l i c e 
Commissioner at 
the CP camp office 
on Thursday and 
handed over a 

flower plant.  On this occa-
sion, the Police 
Commissioner directed the 
new inspectors to perform 
their duties honestly, 
respond promptly to the com-
plaints of the victims and 
instill the belief in the vic-
tims that justice will be done 
in the police station.

CP Sunpreet Singh Urges Dedicated Policing

SP Inspects Paddy Procurement 
Centres in Gadwal

J o g u l a m b a 
Gadwal TSIT.  
D i s t r i c t 
Superintendent of 
Police T. Srinivasa 
Rao has directed 
officials to ensure 
transparent and 
hassle-free paddy 
procurement oper-
ations for farmers 
across Jogulamba 
Gadwal district. 
He warned that any irreg-
ularities, corruption or 
delays in the procurement 
process would not be toler-
ated.

As part of the inspec-
tions conducted on 
Thursday, the SP paid a 
surprise visit to the IKP 
Paddy Procurement 
Centre at Jammichedu vil-
lage under Gadwal man-
dal limits and personally 
reviewed the procurement 
process being implement-
ed at the centre.

Interacting directly 
with farmers present at 
the procurement centre, 

the SP enquired about the 
facilities being provided, 
procurement procedures 
and any difficulties being 
faced by them. He careful-
ly listened to the concerns 
of the farmers and 
instructed officials to 
address issues immediate-
ly to ensure smooth pro-
curement operations.

The SP also personally 
checked the moisture con-
tent in the paddy using a 
specialised moisture test-
ing machine and instruct-
ed officials to ensure that 
farmers are not subjected 
to injustice in the name of 
quality standards.

Mega Job Drive Receives Huge 
Response in Nagarkurnool

The South India Times // 
Nagar kurnool A Mega Job Drive organised 
jointly by the Nirmaan Organization and 
District Employment Cell at the Government 
Arts & Commerce Degree College, 
Nagarkurnool, concluded successfully with 
an overwhelming response from unem-
ployed youth across the district. The pro-
gramme was conducted on Thursday as part 
of the Praja Palana – Pragathi Pranalika 
Education Week celebrations.The job drive 
was organised with financial support from 
Infosys and in partnership with Quess Corp. 
More than 15 reputed companies, including 
Jio, SBI Card, Flipkart, Apollo, MedPlus, 
Muthoot Finance and Shriram Chits, partici-
pated in the recruitment drive. On-the-spot 
interviews were conducted from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for freshers and experienced candidates 
aged between 18 and 30 years.Speaking on 
the occasion, College Principal Dr. K. 
Geethanjali said the response from unem-
ployed youth exceeded expectations. She 
stated that more than 200 candidates attend-
ed the interviews and completed the recruit-
ment process.
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Hyderabad TSIT: Saritha 
Tirupathaiah on Thursday for-
mally assumed charge as the 
Chairperson of the Telangana 
State Sheep and Goat 
Development Corporation at a 
programme held in Masab Tank, 
Hyderabad. Oath-taking ceremo-
ny was attended by Telangana 
State Women’s Corporation 
Chairperson Bandru 
Shobharani, along with several 
public representatives, Congress 
leaders, corporation officials 
and supporters. Speaking on the 

occasion, leaders congratulated 
Saritha Tirupathaiah on her 
appointment and expressed con-
fidence that she would work 
effectively for the welfare and 
upliftment of shepherd and live-
stock farming communities 
across Telangana. Bandru 
Shobharani conveyed her 
heartfelt wishes to the newly 
appointed Chairperson and 
stated that the State 
Government is giving priority 
to committed leadership and 
welfare-oriented governance. 

Saritha Thirupathaiah Assumes Charge as Telangana 
Sheep and Goat Corporation Chairperson

Sadashivpet (TSIT) 
Anjamma Satyanarayana 
called for collective efforts 
towards the development 
of Sadashivpet during the 
municipal general body 
meeting held on Thursday.

The meeting witnessed 
heated exchanges between 
Congress and BRS council-
lors over development 
works, tax collection, 
pending projects, and cor-
ruption allegations. 
Congress councillors 
alleged there was “zero 
development” during the 
previous BRS administra-
tion and claimed several 
projects remained incom-
plete despite allocation of 

funds.
Members discussed 

issues related to house tax 
collection, solid waste 
management, dumping 
yard development, CC 
drains, high mast lights, 
borewell works, and drink-
ing water problems in 
Fayaaz Nagar.

The council also 
approved measures for 
waste segregation, digital 
mapping of municipal 
assets, and infrastructure 
development in several 
wards while stressing the 
need to support small 
traders and maintain 
communal harmony dur-
ing festivals.

Heated Debate Marks Sadashivpet Municipal Meeting
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Hyderabad TSIT: TPCC 
President Mahesh Kumar 
Goud along with TPCC 
General Secretary 
Nagabhushanam on 
Thursday congratulated 
senior Congress leader V. 
Hanumantha Rao on his 

appointment as Advisor to 
the Telangana 
Government. The leaders 
met V.Hanumantha Rao 
and extended their best 
wishes on assuming the 
new responsibility. They 
described his appointment 

as recognition of his long-
standing contribution, 
dedication and service to 
the Congress party and the 
people of Telangana.
Mahesh Kumar Goud said 
V. Hanumantha Rao’s vast 
political experience and 
commitment towards 
public welfare would 
greatly benefit the gov-
ernment in effectively 
discharging its responsi-
bilities. TPCC General 
S e c r e t a r y 
Nagabhushanam also 
conveyed his greetings 
and wished V. 
Hanumantha Rao suc-
cess in his new role.

TPCC President Mahesh Kumar Goud Congratulates 
V. Hanumantha Rao on Appointment as Government Advisor

Warangal Police Commissioner Sunpreet Singh met CV Anand as the 
new DGP of Telangana State at the office of the DGP and offered flow-
ers and congratulated him. Later, the DGP asked the Warangal CP about 
the performance of the Warangal Police Commissionerate.

Kazipet new CI Shyam 
Sundar assumes charge

Kazipet (TSIT):  J Shyam 
Sundar assumed charge as the 
new Circle Inspector of Kazipet 
Police Station on Wednesday.  
He has been posted as Kazipet 
SHO as part of the ongoing 
transfer process.  On this occa-
sion, Kazipet police personnel 
and leaders of Kazipet urban 
caste groups welcomed him 
and gave him a bouquet and 
wished him well.  

Mancherial DCP Conducts Surprise
 Inspection of Rice Mills.

Mancherial: Mancherial DCP Bhaskar conducted sur-
prise inspections at several rice mills in Luxettipet 
mandal on Thursday. He personally reviewed the 
paddy procurement process and assessed the condi-
tions at the mills. During the inspection, the DCP 

inquired whether the paddy pro-
cured from farmers was being 
transported to the mills on time. 
He also discussed with Tahsildar 
Dileep Kumar about the difficul-
ties being faced by farmers dur-
ing the unloading process at the 

mills. The DCP instructed the mill managements to 
ensure that farmers’ paddy-laden vehicles do not 
remain stranded for long hours at the mills and that no 
inconvenience is caused to the farmers. He emphasized 
the need for smooth and timely unloading arrange-
ments to protect farmers from unnecessary hardship.

VIITJEE Academy to Provide Quality Guidance 
for Students: MLC Naveen Reddy

RANGAREDDY : Palamuru MLC 
Naveen Reddy stated that VIITJEE 
Academy and Junior College would 
help students strengthen their knowl-
edge, improve their skills and prepare 
for greater opportunities in the future. 
He participated in the inauguration 
ceremony of the academy set up on Mahabubnagar Road in 
Shadnagar town and conveyed his congratulations to the 
management for launching the institution. Addressing the 
gathering, Naveen Reddy said that students need effective 
training and proper mentorship to achieve success in the 
current competitive education system. 

Khammam (TSIT): 
Resolving public griev-
ances is the primary objec-
tive of the state govern-
ment, Revenue, Housing 
and Information & Public 
Relations Minister said 
while participating in the 
Praja Darbar held under 
the “Praja Palana–
Pragathi Pranalika” pro-
gramme at Edulapuram 
municipality on 
Thursday, Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy.

He said the Congress 
government has stepped 
into its third year with a 
focus on welfare of the 
poor, farmers, women and 
unemployed youth. 
Officials were being sent 
directly to the people to 
receive applications and 
address grievances, he 
said. Public grievance 
meetings are being organ-
ised by dividing Palair 
constituency into clusters, 
and steps have been taken 
to resolve all eligible appli-
cations within three 
months, he added.

The minister said the 

government was success-
fully implementing wel-
fare schemes including 
free bus travel for women, 
fine rice distribution 
through ration cards, 200 
units of free electricity 
and issuance of new ration 
cards. He said Young India 
Integrated Schools were 
being developed with 
international standards 
and diet and cosmetic 
charges in gurukul 
schools had been 
enhanced.

Stating that the govern-
ment was committed to 
farmers’ welfare, 

Ponguleti said paddy was 
being procured at mini-
mum support price along 
with a Rs 500 bonus per 
quintal for fine variety 
paddy. He alleged that the 
previous government 
failed to provide houses 
for the poor, while the 
present government had 
already sanctioned lakhs 
of Indiramma houses. 
Funds are being directly 
credited into beneficia-
ries’ bank accounts every 
Monday, he said, adding 
that the second phase of 
Indiramma housing sanc-
tions would begin from 
June 2. The minister fur-
ther said land issues aris-
ing out of Dharani would 
be resolved through the 
Bhu Bharati initiative and 
pending sada bainama 
applications would also be 
addressed as per eligibili-
ty. He said the govern-
ment had already provid-
ed over 70,000 jobs to 
unemployed youth and 
more employment oppor-
tunities would be 
announced soon.

Govt taking administration 
to people
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Rahul Gandhi's recent assertion at a rally in
Gurugram, that the Congress alone can defeat the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is puzzling. Not only
does it betray a blissful misreading of the outcome of
the recent round of five assembly elections, but it also
suggests that Rahul hasn't quite grasped the gravity
of the upcoming political and electoral challenges the
Congress must overcome before he can position his
party as the sole viable opposition force.  The eight-
day delay in choosing V D Satheesan as the new
Kerala chief minister illustrates the sloth that per-
vades the party's political responses. Even so, it
would be churlish to begrudge Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress their moment of joy. They have ended a
nearly two-year-long drought of assembly victories by
reclaiming Kerala from the Left with a handsome
margin. Rahul Gandhi also made an adroit manoeu-
vre in Tamil Nadu, which is likely to see the Congress
back in government in the state after 59 years. He
signed on to a long-term partnership with actor Vijay
and his TVK, hoping to ride on the back of their stun-
ning electoral performance to regain relevance in a
state once dominated by the Congress till the
Dravidian parties swept it into a political wilderness
in 1967.

Taking Chances
The decision to dump DMK, a loyal ally for 23 years,
will have its own repercussions within the Opposition
INDIA bloc. But Rahul Gandhi, buoyed perhaps by his
Kerala victory, seems to have decided to take his
chances and go with the flow.
However, these gains must be juxtaposed with the ver-
dicts from Assam and West Bengal. In Assam, the BJP
posted a third consecutive victory and its best-ever per-
formance to win a three-fourths majority with its
alliance partners. The Congress managed just 21 seats
and had to swallow the humiliating defeat of its state
president and chief ministerial face, Gaurav Gogoi.
But it is the BJP's phenomenal storming of the West
Bengal citadel that should set alarm bells ringing in the
Congress and send it scurrying to the drawing board to
chalk out future strategies. Apart from strategic dele-
tions in the ruling Trinamool Congress party's strong-
holds through a contentious Special Intensive Review
of electoral rolls by the Election Commission and the
overwhelming presence of nearly half the country's
paramilitary forces for the duration of the election, the
BJP successfully trumped Bengal's famed cultural and
regional sub-nationalism with an emotive paradigm
that few thought would overwhelm the state.

In the opening hours of Donald
Trump's first day of meetings in
China, Xi Jinping appears to be
sending a clear message: let's
address the hard stuff upfront.
Central to Xi's messaging was the
warning that the "Taiwan ques-
tion" remains fundamental to the
future of Sino-US ties. At the same
time, Xi emphasised the possibility
of Washington and Beijing evolv-
ing into economic partners rather
than strategic rivals. And in his
outreach to American CEOs, he
signalled China's willingness to
further open its economy to US
businesses. These almost perfunc-
tory messages are along expected
lines, and most don't expect much
to come out of Trump's maiden
visit to China during his second
term. The real intrigue regarding
this trip stems from the domestic
and global political circumstances
Trump finds himself in. As he
boarded the Air Force 1 to Beijing,
the general perception was that a
significantly weakened American
leader was meeting his Chinese
counterpart.”The question is, is
this perception accurate? And if
yes, does it give Xi greater lever-
age? Let's consider Trump's posi-
tion across three different parame-
ters. On the broad question of
geopolitics and the US's position in
the world as the preeminent
power, America has taken an
undeniable beating. The summit
with Xi was originally scheduled to
take place in April, but Trump
postponed it to May with the hope
that he could end the war in Iran
before taking the trip to Beijing.
But that didn't happen; the Strait of
Hormuz continues to be closed,
and Washington and Tehran are
arguably as close to a deal as they
were before this war started. More
than the actual outcome of the war,
what seems to be looming in the
background is the supposed repu-
tational hit the US will suffer from

initiating this stalemate of a war.
Standard international relations
speak suggests that historically,
empires die when they over-
stretch. However, neither this war
will end the US's superpower sta-
tus, nor has any of the US's previ-
ous reckless outings in Iran,
Afghanistan or Vietnam. On the
question of reputational ramifica-
tions, the verdict so far seems to be
a bit mixed. While the US Central
Command's inability to retain its
dominance over Hormuz is strik-
ing, it might be a stretch to extrap-
olate from it. After all, Hormuz is
arguably the trickiest of choke-
points. More structurally, the fact
that no other country has the
capacity to even pretend to be a
security partner (or guarantor) to
such a vast number of countries
makes Washington distinctly
indispensable. When it comes to
Trump's economic performance,
it's much more complicated. While
the US markets seem to be scaling
new heights, a closer look paints a

much darker picture. According to
research by UBS, just 42 stocks are
responsible for the S&P 500's total
returns. This number generally
hovers around 100. Rapid econom-
ic growth and booming markets -
driven by the AI boom - seem
increasingly schizophrenic in the
face of rising inflationary pressure
from the tariff and energy shocks.
The US just recorded its highest
wholesale inflation reading since
2022, with producer prices rising
6.1%. Its ramifications are being
felt across the economy. "Higher
energy and food costs, combined
with SNAP and Medicaid cuts, are
pressuring the bottom-income
quintile," noted a recent research
note by Goldman Sachs. It shows
how even the US middle class is
beginning to see a fall in its dispos-
able income.  Another report by
the Financial Times shows that the
prices for petrol have risen to $4.55
a gallon, from $1.9 on the eve of the
war. Meanwhile, diesel, which
fuels the US industry and trans-

portation, has hiked to $5.66, close
to the all-time high of $5.82.
Expectedly, this is affecting
Americans unevenly. While the
top third of US income earners
have been unaffected, the bottom
third have reduced their consump-
tion by 7%. 
Additionally, the hit to the US fis-
cal math is also significant. Before
the war commenced, the US
Federal Reserve was expected to
cut interest rates. It was precisely
to cut rates that Trump brought in
his handpicked choice as the next
Fed Chair, Kevin Warsh. As infla-
tionary pressure begins to creep
up, the Fed might have to seriously
contemplate a rising rate. For
Trump, rate cuts seem mostly off
the table before the midterm elec-
tions later this year. Lastly, what
does this mean for Trump political-
ly, especially given the lingering
midterms? Trump rose to power by
positioning himself as the messiah
of large swathes of the US popula-
tion that had been left out during

the decades of US-led hyperglobali-
sation. During the 2024 polls,
Trump was highly popular among
the lower-middle- and middle-
income Americans. These will be
the most hit sections by the rising
costs. Besides, the MAGA consen-
sus was all about staying away
from mindless wars. How the pro-
tracted Iran war will affect
Trump's popularity among his
MAGA base also remains to be
seen. Now add to it China's stran-
glehold over a large portion of mer-
chandise goods and its growing
willingness to weaponise its domi-
nance over critical inputs and rare
earth magnets, and Trump's rela-
tively weak hand vis-à-vis Xi
makes itself obvious. "Trump
arrives in Beijing as an unpopular
leader in a weakened position. But
Xi may be satisfied with incremen-
tal gains for now. He can afford to
play a long game," argued Gideon
Rachman in the Financial Times.
However, it is precisely this "long
game" being played by China that
requires some unpacking. There
are primarily two components
here. First, China's dominance
over global supply chains has now
reached unprecedented levels, as
was evident in its $1.2 trillions
goods surplus in 2025. But much
like the US, headline numbers hide
the real story. The Chinese model
is built on severe financial repres-
sion, which suppresses household
savings and consumption, and
directs the financial surplus to
industries in the form of cheap
credit. Following the 2020 real
estate crash, the surplus money
was rapidly directed to a plethora
of industries - batteries to electron-
ic vehicles to solar - in the form of
staggering central and local gov-
ernment subsidies. These are pre-
cisely the sectors that are now
flooding global markets with cheap
exports and account for China's
gargantuan trade surplus. 

After what seemed like a life-
time in the political timeline
of Kerala, the Congress has
chosen VD Satheesan as the
state's next Chief Minister.
Satheesan's elevation is, first
and foremost, a political les-
son of immense significance
for every aspirant to high
office across parties. The
establishment may have had
its preferences. The arith-
metic within the system
may have appeared to
favour others. Yet, what ulti-
mately prevailed was sus-
tained political capital
earned through relentless
groundwork, public credibil-
ity, and organic acceptabili-
ty among cadres and citizens
alike. For five years,
Satheesan invested in the
ground. In the end, even the
high command had to con-
cede to the weight of public
sentiment conveyed by
those who truly understood
the pulse of Kerala.
That is why this is not just
Satheesan's victory. It is also
KC Venugopal's defeat. More
importantly, it is a major
face loss for Rahul Gandhi.
Venugopal was no ordinary
contender. He was the AICC
general secretary in charge
of organisation, widely
regarded as one of the most
powerful figures in today's
Congress, and seen as Rahul
Gandhi's preferred choice
for Kerala. Reports indicated
that a substantial bloc of
newly elected Congress
MLAs backed him; one
account put the number at 47
out of 63. Yet, despite that
institutional heft, and
despite Rahul's apparent
preference, he could not
cross the final line.
Satheesan did.
When Kamal Nath became
Chief Minister in Madhya
Pradesh, Digvijaya Singh
was seen as having played a
part; when Ashok Gehlot
edged ahead in Rajasthan,
Ahmed Patel's influence
mattered; in Chhattisgarh,
Bhupesh Baghel refused to
yield to the alleged two-and-
a-half-year power-sharing

arrangement; in Karnataka,
Siddaramaiah has contin-
ued to resist recurring pres-
sure over leadership change. 
Against that background,
Kerala stands out. Here, it
was not a regional strong-
man defying Delhi, but
Rahul Gandhi's own pre-
ferred man - Venugopal him-
self, supposedly among the
most powerful men in the
party - failing to secure the
office he wanted. The ques-
tion many Congressmen will
ask is stark: if Rahul Gandhi
and KC Venugopal together
could not deliver Kerala,
who will fear their displeas-
ure now?

How Kerala Forced Delhi To
Retreat
After the UDF's emphatic
victory - 102 seats in a 140-
member Assembly, with the
Congress winning 63 - the
party should have moved
swiftly to install a govern-
ment. Instead, it spent 10
bruising days unable to set-
tle the leadership question.
What ought to have been a
moment of consolidation
became an exhibition of hes-
itation. The delay deepened
the contrast between the two
principal claimants.
Venugopal had organisa-
tional clout, Delhi access,
and legislative numbers pro-
jected in his favour.
Satheesan had the political

ownership of the mandate.
As Leader of the Opposition,
he had spent five years
attacking the Pinarayi
Vijayan government, sharp-
ening the anti-LDF narra-
tive, and becoming the most
recognisable face of the
Congress-led fightback in
Kerala. Allies and cadres
saw the UDF's victory as
inseparable from his politi-
cal labour. The longer Delhi
hesitated, the stronger that
sentiment became. The
IUML, the UDF's most
important ally, was seen as
favouring Satheesan.
Workers rallied for him.
MLAs reportedly faced
anger in their constituen-
cies. Posters appeared in
Wayanad and Kozhikode
warning Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi against
imposing Venugopal. By
then, the contest had ceased
to be an internal leadership
exercise. It had become a
public test of whether the
Congress high command
was willing to hear Kerala at
all. By choosing Satheesan,
Congress conceded a funda-
mental truth: a Chief
Minister cannot be selected
as though the election cam-
paign were irrelevant.
Legislators matter. Delhi
equations matter. But the
political meaning of the ver-
dict matters more. In Kerala,
that meaning pointed

unmistakably to Satheesan.

Priyanka's Win, Rahul's
Setback
The Kerala decision also
appears to have altered the
internal balance within the
Gandhi family. The broad
lines of the contest are now
clear. Rahul Gandhi was
seen as leaning towards
Venugopal. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra favoured
Satheesan, while Sonia
Gandhi was viewed as more
sympathetic to Ramesh
Chennithala, the veteran
whose claim rested on sen-
iority, experience, and one
final chance at the top seat.
In that triangular power
play, Priyanka's reading pre-
vailed. This is significant not
merely because she backed
the winner, but because
Kerala now directly touches
her own political terrain.
Priyanka is the Lok Sabha
MP from Wayanad, elected
from Kerala in the 2024
bypoll after Rahul Gandhi
vacated the seat. She, there-
fore, has more immediate
"skin in the game" in Kerala
than she has ever had before
in any state outside the tra-
ditional Gandhi family
strongholds.
Does Satheesan's appoint-
ment as Chief Minister
mean Priyanka Gandhi now
has more power than Rahul
Gandhi in the Congress? 

Trump-Xi Meeting, And The Problem
With Dismissing America Too Soon

One Person In Gandhi Family Is Smiling Over
Satheesan's Kerala Win - Despite Rahul

During the culmination of
the massive Puduyuga
Yatra - led by the then
Leader of the Opposition
and now Chief Minister-
designate, V.D. Satheesan -
Rahul Gandhi had
remarked, "All these lead-
ers dance well, but they
need to dance well togeth-
er." It was a pointed
reminder of the necessity
for unity in Kerala. Indeed,
the only way the UDF could
have squandered this elec-
tion was through internal
friction, and they all
danced together to a fasci-
nating mandate. The
"dance together" advice is
still important for
Satheesan, as he has been
chosen as the next Kerala
Chief Minister by the
Congress high command
and soon will be chosen by
the Congress Legislative
Party after a tough power-
struggle dance with the
High Command.
Satheesan's case was
strong. He led the charge
from Kerala's northern tip
to its southern coast from
February 6 to March 7, with
the Puduyuga Yatra pro-
jecting his position as the
face of the Congress cam-
paign. As the LoP who took
the fight directly to
Pinarayi Vijayan for the
last five years, he made
himself a clear alternative.
He had, and still has, the
categorical trust and sup-
port of the IUML, the UDF's
most powerful ally, and is
clearly the most dominant
public face of the UDF.  In
contrast to Satheesan's pub-
lic-facing role, KC
Venugopal (KCV) operated
as the party's primary deci-
sion-maker. Leveraging his
proximity to Rahul Gandhi,
KCV acted as the master
strategist, handpicking
candidates and keeping the
campaign on track. By
choosing not to contest the
assembly polls, he avoided
sending mixed signals to
the electorate. As the cen-
tral power axis in Kerala,
KCV deserves credit for

maintaining party disci-
pline and stepping back
from the limelight to pre-
vent any optics of friction.
Meanwhile, Ramesh
Chennithala, the quintes-
sential Nehru-Gandhi loy-
alist, served as the cam-
paign committee chief.
Though he made a pitch for
the top job, many view him
as past his prime following
the 2021 failure. His only
realistic path to the Chief
Minister's post this time
was as a "consensus candi-
date" if the rivalry between
KCV and Satheesan
reached a total deadlock.
The Congress High
Command faced a dilemma:
choose a loyalist like KCV,
who would strictly follow
the leadership's diktat, or
appoint Satheesan, a pow-
erful public figure who
often marches - or dances -
to his own beat. The main
dynamic seems to have
been VDS's refusal to
budge. He apparently said
he will resign from the
assembly and not be part of
a government under any-
one else. This would have

been a disaster. Letting him
go would have led to enor-
mous instability and a mas-
sive public backlash - the
party couldn't afford that
after such a stupendous vic-
tory. The other dynamic
was the categorical support
of the biggest ally, the
IUML, which has 22 MLAs.
In fact, the BJP has seized
on the IUML's support,
accusing the Congress of
buckling under the pres-
sure of the League to
appoint Satheesan. While
this may be a standard
political allegation, it
appears the BJP is deliber-
ately framing Congress as a
"minority-driven" entity, a
narrative the party has ped-
dled nationally repeatedly.
By doing so, they aim to
consolidate a Hindu vote
bank in Kerala, seeking an
opening in the vacuum left
by the LDF's crushing
defeat. Leaving political
allegations aside,
Satheesan is widely regard-
ed as a firmly secular ideo-
logue who views the UDF as
a broad social coalition.
Unlike many of his prede-

cessors, he has not
appeased powerful commu-
nal or caste-based interest
groups, such as the NSS or
SNDP. While this rein-
forces his secular creden-
tials, it also means he will
likely face stiff opposition
from these influential lob-
bies that are used to having
a say in the state's gover-
nance. Fearing a repeat of
the leadership "civil wars"
seen in Karnataka, the
Congress High Command
realised that sidelining
Satheesan would trigger a
massive public backlash
and immediate instability.
This decision is one for cat-
egorical clarity and dis-
pelling any confusion.
Kerala will hope this will be
the case for five full years.
KCV, as a confidante of the
Gandhis, was deemed easi-
er to placate. Interestingly,
his initial contention for
the post suggests he had the
High Command's blessing;
he likely wouldn't have
challenged Satheesan with-
out a green light from
Delhi. VD Satheesan is
known for a streak of
authoritarianism. A
wildlife enthusiast who has
scaled all the peaks of the
Western Ghats and a vora-
cious reader, he is a bit of a
loner who writes his own
scripts. This independent
"rebel" streak is precisely
what worries the High
Command; they are loath to
lose control over
Thiruvananthapuram the
way they have over
Bengaluru. As Satheesan
takes the oath of office, his
greatest challenge will be
inclusivity. To succeed, he
must accommodate the loy-
alists of both KCV and
Chennithala in key posi-
tions. He may be the Chief
Minister, but he must
remain "first among
equals" in a large, convolut-
ed dance troupe. To lead
Kerala, Satheesan must
finally learn to dance
together and to dance many
tunes between Delhi and
Thiruvananthapuram.

As Chief Minister, VD Satheesan Will Now Have
To Learn To Dance To Many Congress Tunes

editorial
Over-Confidence
Without Numbers
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Karnataka

Bengaluru : Gaurav 
Gupta, Additional Chief 
Secretary of the Energy 
Department and 
Managing Director of 
Karnataka Power 
Corporation Limited 
(KPCL), praised the 
achievements of women 
employees and officers of 
KPCL in the state’s power 
generation sector.

Speaking after presid-
ing over the International 
Women’s Day 2026 cele-
brations organized by 
KPCL at Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan’s Kincha 
Auditorium on Thursday, 
he said: “KPCL, which 
generates electricity 
required for the state, has 
a significant number of 
women officers and 
employees. They have 
worked on par with men 
and contributed immense-
ly towards achieving max-
imum power generation.”

“About 40 years ago, 
when I studied at IIT, 
there were only 8 girls 
among more than 300 stu-
dents. But times have 
changed now. Many 
women are studying engi-

neering and excelling in 
various fields. At KPCL 
too, many women engi-
neers are taking up lead-
ership roles and perform-
ing exceptionally well,” 
Additional Chief 
Secretary Gaurav Gupta 
added. “KPCL is not just a 
power generation compa-
ny; it is like a family 
where everyone works 
together with mutual 
cooperation and equali-
ty,” he said while extend-
ing Women’s Day greet-
ings to all women employ-
ees of the corporation.

Dr. Prema Siddaraju, 

Principal of SJR Women’s 
Degree College, 
Rajajinagar, said:“When 
both women and men in 
society are educated and 
true equality — including 
economic equality — is 
implemented effectively, 
any nation can emerge as 
a developed country. If 
girls in India had not 
received opportunities 
equal to men, the country 
would still have remained 
backward. Women work 
with 100 percent capabili-
ty in every field. That is 
why India is progressing 
as a developing nation,. 

Women Driving KPCL’s Success: 
Gaurav Gupta

Oben Electric Bets Big on Karnataka, Targets 30% 
Sales Contribution for New Rorr EVO

Bengaluru : Oben Electric, 
India’s fastest-growing R&D-
driven electric motorcycle manu-
facturer, 

 hosted an exclusive showcase 
for the newly launched New Rorr 
EVO at its flagship showroom in 
HSR Layout, Bengaluru.

Reinforcing Karnataka’s grow-
ing importance in the company’s 
expansion strategy, Oben Electric 
said it expects nearly 30% of total 
New Rorr EVO sales in FY2026 to 
come from Karnataka, driven by 
strong EV adoption momentum, 
increasing demand for its motor-
cycles, and rising consumer pref-
erence for practical electric mobil-
ity solutions.

Karnataka contributed over 
20% of Oben Electric’s overall 
sales in the last financial year, 
making it one of the company’s 
strongest-performing markets. 
The company also emerged as 
Karnataka’s highest-selling elec-
tric motorcycle brand during the 
same period.

Speaking at the regional show-
case, Madhumita Agrawal, 
Founder & CEO, Oben Electric, 
said, “Karnataka continues to be 
one of the most strategic markets 
for Oben Electric, not just from a 
sales perspective, but also as the 
foundation of our innovation and 
manufacturing ecosystem. 

Bengaluru has played a pivotal 
role in our growth journey, and 
with the New Rorr EVO, we are 
further strengthening our com-
mitment towards riders looking 
for a motorcycle that delivers 
design, performance, practicality 
and technology in one compelling 
package.”

Designed for today’s riders seek-
ing style, performance and practi-
cality in one package, the New 
Rorr EVO combines premium 
motorcycle attributes with every-
day usability at an accessible price 
point.

The motorcycle features a bold 
streetfighter-inspired design and 
delivers a top speed of 110 km/h 
along with an IDC-certified range 
of 180 km. It supports fast charging 
from 0 to 80% in 90 minutes and 
introduces SmartIQ, Oben 
Electric’s intelligent ride optimi-
sation technology designed to 
enhance riding efficiency and 
extend range by up to 15%.

Powered by Oben Electric’s pro-
prietary 9 kW motor and advanced 
3.4 kWh LFP battery technology, 
the Rorr EVO has been engineered 
specifically for Indian road and 

weather conditions, offering supe-
rior thermal resistance, enhanced 
safety, and longer battery life. The 
motorcycle also integrates several 
rider-focused features including a 
segment-longest seat, 10-litre stor-
age capacity, reverse mode, con-
nected vehicle technology, and 
multiple safety alerts aimed at 
improving everyday comfort and 
rider confidence.

The New Rorr EVO is currently 
being offered at a special introduc-
tory price of ₹99,999 (ex-showroom) 
for the first 10,000 customers, fol-
lowing which the price will be 
revised to ₹1,24,999 (ex-showroom). 
Bookings are open at ₹777, while 
customer deliveries are scheduled 
to commence nationwide from 
June 2026.

Oben Electric currently oper-
ates 10 showrooms across 
Karnataka and nationally oper-
ates across 18 states and major 
metropolitan markets in India 
through a network of 150 show-
rooms. Oben also plans to expand 
this footprint to 350 showrooms by 
the end of the year. Bengaluru also 
serves as the company’s manufac-
turing and innovation hub, with 
Oben Electric operating a manu-
facturing facility in the city with 
an annual production capacity of 
one lakh units, scalable up to three 
lakh units annually.

Awareness and Training Programme on Child 
Rights Protection and POCSO Act

Bengaluru: The 
Department of Social Work of 
Dr. Manmohan Singh 
Bengaluru City University, 
in association with the 
Directorate of Child 
Protection, District 
Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, District Child 
Protection Unit, and 
Prakruthi Social 
Organization, organized a 
special training camp on the 
role of students in protecting 
child rights and legal safe-
guards. Dr. C.V. Sneha, 
Director of the Directorate of 
Child Protection, explained 
the importance of the POCSO 
Act. She emphasized the need 
to spread awareness in soci-
ety regarding this highly 
effective legislation.

She appealed to students to 
actively participate in creat-

ing public awareness against 
social evils such as child 
marriage, child labour, teen-
age pregnancy, female foeti-
cide, begging, and the exploi-
tation of children in prostitu-
tion. She also encouraged the 
youth to play an active role in 
preventing atrocities against 
children and the sexual 
abuse of girl children occur-
ring at various levels of soci-
ety, including within fami-
lies.Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Ramesh B. expressed 
concern that nearly 80,000 
cases of teenage pregnancies 
had been identified in 
Karnataka during the past 
one year.He cautioned stu-
dents to remain vigilant 
against fraudulent networks 
that misuse social media 
platforms to lure and exploit 

adolescent girls.The Vice 
Chancellor also motivated 
students to act as responsible 
citizens by reporting cases of 
child abuse to the concerned 
departments and the police 
through helpline services.

Leela Kallammanavar, 
Bengaluru Urban District Child 
Protection Officer, delivered the 
introductory remarks. Meena 
Jain, former Chairperson of the 
Child Welfare Committee, and 
Khushi Kushalappa, Director of 
ENFOLD Organization, deliv-
ered special lectures.Prof. Ritika 
Sinha, Head of the Department of 
Social Work, was present on the 
occasion. Faculty member 
Vanishree M. compered the pro-
gramme. Dr. Venkateshamurthy 
welcomed the gathering, M. 
Veerappa proposed the vote of 
thanks, and Mahendra M. 
administered the pledge..

BWSSB’s Robotic Tech Prevents Road 
Digging at 399 Sites, Spares Bengaluru 

Commuters Traffic Nightmare

BENGALURU : In a major relief 
for the city's daily commuters, the 
Bangalore Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) has suc-
cessfully deployed advanced robotic 
technology to inspect underground 
pipelines, averting disruptive road 
excavations at 399 locations over 
the past six months.

The state-of-the-art initiative, offi-
cially launched by Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar last 
November, was introduced to 
address pipeline leaks and sewerage 
faults without paralyzing city traf-
fic. By sending robotic units direct-
ly into the underground networks, 
the board surveyed over 32 kilome-
ters of infrastructure, identifying 
and repairing critical faults without 
tearing up the asphalt.

"We understand how frustrating 
road excavations can be for motor-
ists and the public in a metropolis 
like Bengaluru," said Dr. Ram 
Prasath Manohar, Chairman of 

BWSSB. "Previously, digging up 
entire stretches of roads was inevi-
table to detect pipeline leaks or sew-
erage faults, leading to massive traf-
fic jams. Following the directives of 
the Deputy Chief Minister, we 
deployed this robotic technology. 
These machines travel inside the 
pipelines and accurately pinpoint 
faults without the need for surface 
digging, saving the public from 
immense hardship." Key 
Operational Milestones (November 
2025 - May 2026): - Extensive 
Subsurface Survey:

 BWSSB’s robotic units traversed 
a staggering 32,661 meters (32.66 
km) inside the city's pipeline net-
work to conduct precise, scientific 
inspections.

- Pinpoint Fault Detection:
The non-invasive inspections 

accurately identified 394 specific 
defects, allowing engineers to exe-
cute targeted repairs with minimal 
damage to road infrastructure.

Mumbai : Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar  
praised the progress and 
achievement of Bengaluru-
based Bagmane Group on its 
listing on the National Stock 
Exchange.  Speaking at the 
Bell Ringing ceremony at 
the head office of Bagmane, 
he said, "It is a matter of 
pride not just for Bengaluru 
and Karnataka, but for the 
entire nation."

"This is a truly remark-
able event, and today marks 
a new milestone in 
Bagmane's 30-year journey. 
This event is not merely a 

financial one — it is a testa-
ment to the trust that has 
been earned. This institu-
tion has never forgotten its 
roots from the day one. The 
trust placed in Bagmane 
Prime Office REIT is enor-
mous. There has been tre-
mendous hard work behind 
this organization's growth," 
he said. "When I was the 
Urban Development 
Minister during S M 
Krishna's tenure, then 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee attended the foun-
dation-laying ceremony of 
Bengaluru International 
Airport. At that time, lead-
ers from four or five coun-
tries visited Bengaluru. 
Vajpayee remarked that 
world leaders used to come 
to Delhi first and then travel 
to other cities. But now 
times have changed — world 
leaders come to Bengaluru 
first and then go to other cit-
ies. Last year, when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
came to inaugurate the 
Yellow Metro line, he 
described Bengaluru as a 
'global city.' We should be 
proud that Bengaluru is 
receiving such recognition. 

Bagmane's Achievement is a 
Matter of Pride for the Entire 

Nation: DCM D K Shivakumar

Kumaraswamy Opposes Bidadi 
Township Project

Bengaluru : Union 
Minister H.D. 
K u m a r a s w a m y 
launched a sharp attack 
on the Siddaramaiah 
Government, stating 
that “running a real-
estate business is not 
the job of a State 
Government,” and 
demanded that the 
Bidadi Township 
Project, which farmers 
are opposing, be imme-
diately scrapped.

Addressing a press 
conference at the par-
ty’s State office, the 
Union Minister said 
that farmers are sitting 
on the streets declaring 
that they will not part 

with their land. “But 
the real-estate opera-
tors inside the State 
Government are deter-
mined to snatch away 
the land and carry out 
their business. Whose 
land is this for them to 
threaten and seize?” he 
questioned. “This 
Government, which is 
supposed to govern the 
people, has instead 
taken up the role of a 
broker. It is trying to 
snatch land from poor 
farmers and run a real-
estate mafia. It has 
entered into square-foot 
business dealings. The 
Chief Minister himself 
has taken responsibili-

ty for this brokerage,” 
Kumaraswamy alleged.

He further charged 
that the State 
Government is directly 
involved in a “land 
racket” by attempting 
to acquire fertile horti-
cultural land belonging 
to farmers from eight 
villages for real-estate 
purposes. “Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
is acting like a puppet 
in the hands of the land 
mafia,” he alleged.

K u m a r a s w a m y 
asserted that farmers 
are being threatened 
and intimidated despite 
repeatedly stating that 
they will not give up 
their land under any 
circumstances. “These 
intimidation tactics 
will not work in front of 
us. There is absolutely 
no question of surren-
dering land. Not a sin-
gle farmer is willing to 
part with his land. Let 
them come and try to 
take over the land if 
they can,” he chal-
lenged directly.

Commissioner’s Meeting Regarding Health and 
Solid Waste Management Departments of 

Malleshwaram Division

Bengaluru : The 
Commissioner of Bengaluru 
West City Corporation, Dr. 
Rajendra K.V., held a meet-
ing today regarding the 
Health and Solid Waste 
Management departments of 
the Malleshwaram division.

He stated that everyone's 
cooperation is essential to 
keep the Malleshwaram 
area clean. In this regard, he 
instructed all Health 
Inspectors, Junior Health 
Inspectors, Ward Marshals, 
and Pourakarmika 
Supervisors to take strict 

measures.
Uncompromising action 

must be taken against any 
issues hindering city cleanli-
ness, including footpath 
encroachment, failure to 
hand over garbage, non-seg-
regation of waste, and the 
systematic disposal of dry 
leaves. Action should also be 
taken against unauthorized 
shops. He mentioned that 
Pourakarmikas who per-
form well should be recog-
nized, while necessary 
action should be taken 
against those who are unau-

thorizedly absent or not per-
forming their duties proper-
ly. He warned that ward-
wise inspections will be con-
ducted in the coming days. If 
the overall work in the city 
is not carried out systemati-
cally, strict action will be 
initiated against the con-
cerned officials.

Health Officer of 
Malleshwaram Division Dr. 
Manohar, AGM Rekha, 
Health Inspectors, Junior 
Health Inspectors, Ward 
Marshals ,  and 
Pourakarmika Supervisors 
were present at the meeting.

Register a Complaint:
A grievance center has 

been established for city 
cleanliness, for which a sep-
arate WhatsApp number 
9448197197 has been provid-
ed. Complaints can be regis-
tered by sending a message 
along with a photograph to 
this number. Subsequently, 
the concerned officials will 
provide information regard-
ing the disposal of waste/
garbage and the resolution 
of the problem within a spec-
ified timeframe. 
Furthermore, complaints 
can be registered by calling 
the 1533 helpline. Complaints 
can also be registered 
through the Namma 
Bengaluru (Sahaaya 2.0) 
mobile app software.

Bengaluru : PanIIT 
Bangalore Summit 2026, pre-
sented by the Government of 
Karnataka and convened by 
PanIIT Alumni India 
Association, will be inaugu-
rated by Governor of 
Karnataka,  Thawar Chand 
Gehlot on May 16 at Taj 
Yeshwantpur, Bengaluru. 
Positioned as India’s flagship 
AI and deep-tech leadership 
summit, the event will bring 
together 2,000+ delegates, 
including 250+ founders, 120+ 
investors, and participants 
from across the global IIT eco-
system of 500,000+ alumni 
across 23 IITs.

The summit, under the 
theme “Sovereignty in 
Technology,” comes at a time 
when India’s position in the 
global innovation economy is 
under sharper scrutiny. The 
concept note says India pro-
duces nearly 16% of global AI 
talent but spends just 0.7% of 
GDP on R&D, creating a gap 
between the depth of its talent 
and its ownership of technolo-
gy. It argues that while India 
continues to supply skilled 
engineers to the world’s lead-
ing technology powers, the 
country must now build stron-
ger capabilities in foundation-
al technologies, infrastruc-
ture, and scientific research.

Bengaluru, the host city, is 
central to that conversation. The 
concept note describes 
Karnataka and Bengaluru as the 
epicentre of India’s technology 

ambitions, citing the state’s posi-
tion among India’s top GDP-
contributing states and 
Bengaluru’s role as the country’s 
leading hub for venture capital 
investment. It traces the city’s 
technology journey through 
multiple waves, beginning with 
public-sector and strategic insti-
tutions such as HAL, NAL, 
BHEL and DRDO, followed by 
the rise of IT services leaders 
such as Infosys, TCS, HCL and 
Wipro, the consumer-tech wave, 
and the product and SaaS wave. 
The current phase, it says, is the 
fifth wave: deep technology, 
artificial intelligence and scien-
tific innovation.The summit 
has been designed as a platform 
for execution rather than dis-
cussion alone. According to the 
materials, the programme will 
include high-level plenaries, 
deep-dive panels and parallel 
tracks across AI, defence, semi-
conductors, energy, mobility 
and healthcare. A curated pitch-
a-thon will connect high-poten-
tial startups with 200+ venture 
capitalists.

Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot to 
Inaugurate “PanIIT Bangalore Summit 2026”, India’s 

Flagship AI & Deep Tech Leadership Summit
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Tamil Nadu 

Honble Chief Minister chaired a review meeting on the financial position of the State and functioning of Finance 
Department in Secretariat

CM Vijay’s district level law and order, 
drug menace review on cards

CHENNAI: Chief 
Minister C Joseph Vijay 
is learnt to have initiated 
preparations for a com-
prehensive review meet-
ing with district 
Collectors, SPs and 
senior officials to assess 
the State's law and order 
situation, intensify the 
crackdown on narcotics 
and streamline the func-
tioning of Tasmac liquor 
outlets across the State.

The proposed meeting, 
expected to be held short-
ly, comes amid the gov-
ernment's sharpened 
focus on policing, crime 
prevention and adminis-
trative monitoring fol-
lowing Vijay's assump-
tion of office. Highly 
placed sources said the 
Chief Minister is expect-
ed to hold extensive 
deliberations with 
Collectors and 
Superintendents of 
Police on district-wise 
law and order condi-
tions, the rise in narcot-
ics-related offences, and 
the enforcement mea-
sures being undertaken 
to curb criminal activi-
ties.

Since taking charge, 
Vijay has consistently 
stressed the need for 
strict policing and coor-
dinated administrative 
action to combat the 
spread of drugs and 
ensure public safety. The 
government had 
announced a series of 
early initiatives, includ-
ing the "Singappen" 
rapid response force 
aimed at women's safety 
and the formation of a 
dedicated anti-narcotic 

task force police stations 
to strengthen surveil-
lance against narcotics 
circulation.

Officials said the forth-
coming review is likely 
to focus on the effective-
ness of police action in 
sensitive districts, pre-
ventive measures taken 
against organised crime 
and the status of investi-
gations into major crimi-
nal incidents. The Chief 
Minister is also expected 
to seek detailed reports 

on the steps taken by dis-
trict administrations to 
monitor illicit activities 
and maintain public 
order, particularly in 
urban and semi-urban 
pockets where enforce-
ment agencies have 
flagged growing con-
cerns about narcotics 
movement. Apart from 
crime control measures, 
the meeting is likely to 
take stock of the regula-
tion of liquor sales 
through Tasmac outlets, 
including crowd man-
agement, monitoring 
mechanisms and compli-
ance-related issues.

Sources indicated that 
Vijay may issue fresh 
directives on preventive 
policing, stronger intelli-
gence coordination and 
faster administrative 
response systems to 
improve governance 
delivery at the district 
level. The meeting is also 
expected to include a 
broader review of the 
implementation of flag-
ship government 
schemes and administra-
tive performance across 
departments.

Chennai: Phase I, extension metro stati
ons get 55 new escalators

CHENNAI: The much-awaited 
additional escalator facility in 
phase I stations has finally been 
added by the Chennai Metro Rail 
Limited (CMRL).
On passenger demand, a total of 
55 escalators have been added 
across 27 existing phase I and 
extension stations of CMRL to 
enhance comfort. With the recent 
addition of 55 new escalators to 
the existing 226, the total number 
of escalators installed across the 

CMRL phase I network has now 
reached 281.
Five escalators have been added 
each in Tirumangalam and Anna 
Nagar East stations, four in 
Vadapalani, three each in 
Thousand Lights, Anna Nagar 
Tower and Government Estate 
(3) and two each in AG-DMS, 
Ekkattuthangal, Guindy, 
Thyagaraja College, Wimco 
Nagar Depot, Central, 
Washermenpet, LIC, Nehru Park, 

Airport, Ashok Nagar and 
Egmore. One escalator was added 
at Nandanam, St Thomas Mount, 
Little Mount, High Court, 
Mannadi, Teynampet and 
Tondiarpet stations. “The task of 
execution and installation of the 
escalators was a real challenge 
because the work had to be done 
mostly outside revenue hours 
and without adversely impacting 
accessibility to the existing facil-
ities,” said the CMRL official

Diet versions of beverages are often 
hailed as healthier than the sugar-
sweetened original versions.
Research is ongoing regarding the 
potential dangers of sugar-sweet-
ened and artificially sweetened 
drinks.

Recent study results identified 
a link between drinking higher 
amounts of sugar-sweetened bever-
ages and low or non-sugar-sweet-
ened beverages and an increased 
risk for metabolic dysfunction-
associated steatotic liver disease 
(MASLD).

Metabolic dysfunction-associat-
ed steatotic liver disease (MASLD)
Trusted Source involves a buildup 
of fat in the liver that did not result 
from drinking alcohol. People with 
this condition have a possible risk 
for more significant liver problems 
or other conditions like cardiovas-
cular disease.A recent study focused 
on how sugar-sweetened and low 
or non-sugar-sweetened beverages 
related to liver health. Based on 
analysis of over 103,000 participants, 
higher consumption of both bever-
age types was linked to a higher risk 
for MASLD.

Additionally, low or non-sugar-
sweetened beverages were linked 
to a greater risk for liver-related 
mortality. While the study hasn’t 
been published yet, the findings 
shed light on the potential risks of 
these beverages, particularly low 
or non-sugar-sweetened beverages. 
The study results were presented 
at UEG Week 2025, the annual con-
gress of United European Gastroen-
terology. They are yet to appear in a 
peer-reviewed journal.

Drinking more than 1 can of any 
soda daily linked to liver problems

This study was a prospective 
cohort study where researchers 
used data from the UK Biobank. 
Researchers examined data from 
103,251 participants who did not 
have baseline liver disease. The 
median follow-up was a little over 
10 years, and during this time “949 
participants developed MASLD, and 
103 died from liver-related causes.”

Participants reported on their 
consumption of sugar-sweetened 
and low or non-sugar-sweetened 
beverages. Researchers were also 
able to consider participants’ liver 
fat content based on MRI data. Re-

searchers looked at the associations 
between drinking these beverages 
and someone’s risk for MASLD. 
They also looked at liver-related 
mortality and liver-fat content and 
their association with the related 
beverages.

Consuming more than 330 grams 
(g), or about 1 can, of drinks from 
either beverage category daily was 
associated with a higher risk for de-
veloping MASLD.

Sugar-sweetened beverages were 
associated with about a 50% greater 
risk for MASLD, and low or non-
sugar-sweetened beverages were as-
sociated with 60% greater risk. The 
results also found that consuming 
either beverage type was linked to 
liver fat content.

At the same time, drinking low 
or non-sugar-sweetened beverages 
was associated with an increased 
risk for liver-related mortality, but 
sugar-sweetened beverages did not 
have a significant association. The 
researchers also found that the 
association between low or non-
sugar-sweetened beverages and 
liver-related mortality was dose-de-
pendent; drinking more was linked 
to a higher risk. Swapping soda for 
water helps lower liver disease risk

When looking at substituting 
beverages, researchers found that 
switching out 330 g of either bever-
age type daily for water helped to 

decrease risk for MASLD.
The effect was a little larger when 

switching out sugar-sweetened bev-
erages for water, which decreased 
MASLD risk by 14.7%.

Researchers found that switch-
ing out the beverage types for each 
other did not change the risk for 
MASLD. The findings highlight 
the potential danger of both bev-
erages, but particularly low or 
non-sugar-sweetened beverages, 
on liver outcomes. Study author 
Lihe Liu, a graduate student in 
the Department of Gastroenterol-
ogy at the First Affiliated Hospital 
of Soochow University in Suzhou, 
China, explained to Medical News 
Today that: The full study has not 
been published in a peer-reviewed 
journal yet, which makes it chal-
lenging to know the full limitations 
of the research. However, beverage 
intake was something reported by 
participants, which may not have 
been their true intake. The data also 
does not establish that consump-
tion of these beverages causes liver 
problems. It’s also unclear what co-
variates researchers adjusted for in 
their analyses. The UK Biobank is 
has its own limitations too, includ-
ing the fact that it includes primar-
ily white participants, and they 
tend to be healthier than the United 
Kingdom’s general population. For 
this reason, additional follow-up re-

search will be helpful.
While more research is required, 

the findings do give another reason 
for avoiding drinks like soda and 
their diet counterparts. It also high-
lights that opting for water instead 
may help to decrease MASLD risk.

“Our findings indicate that both 
sugary and artificially sweetened 
drinks may carry risks for liver 
health. Clinically, this highlights 
the need to guide people toward 
healthier beverage choices, with wa-
ter remaining the safest and healthi-
est option,” Liu explained to MNT. 
Registered dietitian nutritionist 
Karen Z. Berg, MS, RD, CSO, CDN, 
who was not involved in this re-
search, advised that: “Many people 
have the misconception that diet 
drinks are healthier for you than 
regular drinks, but this study 
demonstrates how both are posi-
tively associated with MASLD. 
I highly encourage all patients 
to stick with water, or carbon-
ated water, for the best health out-
comes. Just because something 
says ‘zero calories’ or ‘less sugar’ 
[it] does not automatically equate 
with [being] healthier. There are a 
lot of chemicals that go into those 
beverages to give them the flavors 
people crave. Plain water, fruit 
infused water (homemade), un-
sweetened homemade iced tea, or 
seltzer [are] the way to go.”

Both diet and regular sodas are linked 
to liver disease, new study finds

Could just 1 course of radiotherapy 
help treat osteoarthritis pain?

Osteoarthritis is the leading cause of dis-
ability among adults, and its management 
involves physical therapy, painkillers, cor-
ticosteroid injections, and surgery.
A significant number of people with osteo-
arthritis do not respond to nonoperative 
treatments or show a decline in responsive-
ness over time, leaving surgery as the final 
option. Radiation therapy is a noninvasive 
alternative for the management of osteoar-
thritis, but high-quality data from clinical 
trials on its effectiveness is limited.

A recent randomized controlled clinical 
trial demonstrated that a single course of 
low-dose radiation therapy was more effec-
tive in reducing pain and improving mobil-
ity in individuals with mild to moderate 
knee osteoarthritis at 4 months after treat-
ment than the control group that did not 
receive radiation therapy.

These results suggest that low-dose radia-
tion therapy could help delay or prevent 
surgical interventions in individuals with 
osteoarthritis.

OsteoarthritisTrusted Source is the most 
common type of arthritis, affecting approx-
imately 33 millionTrusted Source individu-
als in the United States. The pain and stiff-
ness associated with osteoarthritis can be 
debilitating, and treatment of this condi-
tion involves managing these symptoms.

The first line of treatment for osteoarthri-
tis includes physical therapy and oral med-
ications but procedures such as direct 
injection of medications into the joint and 
surgery are necessary in more severe 
cases.Radiation therapy or radiotherapy is 
an underutilized noninvasive treatment 
option for osteoarthritis, but data from 
clinical trials have been mixed.

Data from a randomized controlled clini-
cal trial conducted in South Korea now 
show that individuals with mild-to-moder-
ate knee osteoarthritis were more likely to 
experience improvement in pain and 
mobility at 4 months after receiving a sin-
gle course of low-dose radiation therapy 
than their counterparts who received sham 
treatment.

How radiation therapy could help treat osteo-
arthritis

Osteoarthritis is characterized by the gradual 
degeneration of the joints, leading to pain, swell-
ing, and reduced joint mobility. Osteoarthritis 
typically affects joints in the hands, hips, knees, 
and spine. Osteoarthritis cannot be reversed, 
and its treatment involves preventing disease 
progression and reducing pain and stiffness. 
These treatments include lifestyle modifica-
tions, physical therapy, and medications. 
Medications in the initial stages involve the use 
of oral or topical nonsteroidal anti-inflammato-
ry drugs (NSAIDs)Trusted Source. Direct injec-

tions of drugs such as corticosteroids into the 
joint are also used in more severe cases to help 
alleviate pain and inflammation. Long-term use 
of NSAIDs is associated with adverse effects, 
including increased risk of gastrointestinal 
issues and cardiovascular diseases. Moreover, a 
significant number of individuals do not 
respond to these treatments or show a decline in 
responsiveness over time. Surgery is the treat-
ment of last resort in individuals who fail to 
respond to other treatments. Radiation therapy 
is a noninvasive alternative for the treatment of 
osteoarthritis that has been underutilized. 
Besides its use in cancer treatment, radiation 
therapy has been used for the treatment of 
benign musculoskeletal conditions.

Radiation therapy for cancer treatment 
involves the use of high doses of radiation to kill 
the cancer cells. In contrast to cancer treatment, 
radiation therapy for conditions like osteoar-
thritis involves the use of low doses of radiation.

Inflammation of the joints occurs at the onset 
of osteoarthritis, and this inflammatory envi-
ronment leads to the degradation of the joint 
tissue by enzymes. Low doses of radiation, such 
as those used in osteoarthritis treatment, exhib-
it anti-inflammatory effects and also help reduce 
pain. While low-dose radiation therapy is used 
in the clinic for osteoarthritis in Europe, its use 
in clinics in the United States for osteoarthritis 
declined in the 1980s after the development of 
new medications. Moreover, there is limited 
data from randomized clinical trials on the 
effectiveness of low-dose radiation therapy for 
treating osteoarthritis, and the existing data are 
mixed. In the recent study, Kim and his col-
leagues examined the effectiveness of low-dose 
radiation therapy in treating individuals with 
mild to moderate arthritis in a recent random-
ized, sham-controlled clinical trial.

COIMBATORE: In a sig-
nificant step aimed at 
enhancing women’s safety 
in public spaces, the 
‘Singappen Special Task 
Force’ was launched in 
Salem on Thursday.

The initiative, intro-
duced under the direction 
of Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay, focuses on improv-
ing rapid response systems 
and preventive policing for 
crimes against women. The 
task force was formally 
launched by Salem City 
Police Commissioner Anil 
Kumar Giri.

As part of the initiative, a 
specially equipped patrol 
vehicle fitted with modern 
surveillance cameras and 
communication systems 
has been introduced to 
enable real-time monitor-
ing and better field coordi-
nation during emergencies.

The newly formed unit 
comprises a team of women 
police personnel, including 
a sub-inspector, two special 
sub-inspectors and two 
head constables, who will 
be responsible for patrol-

ling and responding to dis-
tress calls related to wom-
en’s safety.

Commissioner Anil 
Kumar Giri said the task 
force has been designed to 
ensure faster response to 
emergency calls and com-
plaints involving women, 

enabling swift intervention 
and timely action. He added 
that the unit will also iden-
tify and continuously moni-
tor vulnerable and crime-
prone areas to create a safer 
public environment for 
women. Officials said the 
task force will focus on 

intensified surveillance in 
high-footfall locations such 
as bus stands, railway sta-
tions, educational institu-
tions and IT hubs. Police 
authorities further stated 
that strict action will be 
taken against unlawful 
activities targeting women.

New government launches Singappen 
Special Task Force in Salem
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Hyderabad May, 2026:
According to Knight
Frank India, Hyderabad
witnessed 4.4 million
square feet (mn sq ft) of
leasing in large office
spaces, above 100,000 sq
ft, in Q1 2026. The city
witnessed a significant
increase of 69% in large
office transactions

from 2.6 mn sq ft in
2025. Large office
spaces con-
tributed 75% of
5.9 mn sq ft of
the overall
office transac-
tion of 5.9 mn
sq ft. Joseph
T h i l a k ,

N a t i o n a l
D i r e c t o r ,
O c c u p i e r
S t r a t e g y
a n d
S o l u t i o n s

(Hyderabad, Chennai
and Kochi), Knight
Frank India “Overall
growth in office trans-
action volumes in
Hyderabad was signifi-
cantly supported by
large office space deals
in Q1 2026. This reflects
a clear and sustained
shift in occupier prefer-
ences towards higher-
quality spaces that sup-
port evolving workplace
strategies, efficiency
requirements and ESG
considerations.”
Mid-size, 50,000 sq ft -
100,000 sq ft, con-
tributed 17% of the
overall transactions in
the city, recording leas-
ing volumes of 1 mn sq
ft in Q1 2026. The
remainder 8% of the
transactions were wit-
nessed in small offices
(below 50,000 sq ft) in Q1
2026, recording leasing
volumes of 0.5 mn sq ft
in Q1 2026.

A fresh controversy has
surfaced in the fuel retail
sector after petroleum
dealers alleged that
Hindustan Petroleum
Corp. officials were pres-
suring outlets to sell high-
er-priced "power petrol"
instead of ordinary petrol,
despite growing calls for
fuel conservation and aus-
terity. In a letter addressed
to HPCL's director-market-
ing, the Consortium of
Indian Petroleum Dealers
claimed that dealers in sev-
eral regions were being
forced to push premium
petrol to consumers and
that ordinary petrol

indents were allegedly
being restricted unless
converted into power
petrol orders. The allega-
tions assume significance
at a time when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has appealed for austerity
measures, including work-
from-home practices and
judicious fuel consumption
to reduce unnecessary
usage.  The dealers' body
said consumers have a fun-
damental right to choose
their preferred fuel and
asserted that retail outlets
cannot compel motorists to
purchase premium petrol.
It also argued that denying

ordinary petrol, which is
cheaper by around Rs 19
per litre, places an unfair
financial burden on con-
sumers. According to the
letter reviewed by NDTV
Profit, dealers further
alleged that some HPCL
regional offices were refus-
ing to clear valid fuel
indents unless retailers
agreed to increase premi-
um petrol orders. The con-
sortium claimed such prac-
tices were creating “artifi-
cial constraints” despite
public assurances from oil
marketing companies that
there was no fuel shortage.
The CIPD also pointed out

that Indian Oil Corp. and
Bharat Petroleum were
allegedly continuing regu-
lar fuel supplies without
similar restrictions in the
same regions. Raising reg-
ulatory concerns, the deal-
ers warned that any artifi-
cial restriction on ordi-
nary petrol availability
could amount to a viola-
tion of the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955.
The consortium sought
HPCL's immediate inter-
vention to ensure dealers
are not coerced into selling
specific fuel variants and
that fuel indents are
processed fairly.

HPCL Dealers Allege Forced Sale Of Expensive
'Power' Petrol Over Regular Fuel

The Trump administra-
tion will exempt football
fans from 50 countries
subject to a $15,000
(£11,000) visa deposit
requirement, provided
they are travelling to the
US for the World Cup
with valid match tickets.
Five of these countries -
Algeria, Cape Verde,
Ivory Coast, Senegal, and
Tunisia - have qualified
for the tournament, to be
co-hosted by the US,
Canada and Mexico from
11 June.
"We are waiving visa
bonds for qualified fans
who bought World Cup
tickets," Assistant

Secretary of State for
Consular Affairs Mora
Namdar said in a state-
ment to the BBC.
The bond requirement,
introduced last year , was
intended to reduce visa
overstays, according to a
notice published by the
state department.
Players and coaches for
the tournament were
already exempt from the
bond requirement, but
ordinary fans with con-
firmed tickets for the
World Cup had not been
included until
Wednesday.
The 12-month pilot pro-
gramme, launched last

August, was part of the
administration's wider
immigration crackdown.
According to the state
department, it was
intended to curb visa
overstays or cases "where
screening and vetting
information is considered
deficient". 
The bond would be
refunded at the end of the
visitor's stay.
In a statement, FIFA said
the announcement
demonstrates the ongoing
collaboration with the
White House "to deliver a
successful, record-break-
ing and unforgettable
global event".  "We are

grateful to the
Administration for the
ongoing partnership."
While the requirement
has now been suspended
for football fans from the
50 affected countries,
travellers from Iran and
Haiti remain barred. But
players and coaches from
those countries are
exempt for World Cup-
related travel.
Travellers from Ivory
Coast and Senegal, both of
which have qualified for
the tournament, face par-
tial restrictions under an
expanded version of that
travel ban.

Late last year, the US gov-
ernment also announced
that tourists from dozens
of countries could be
required to provide a five-
year social media history
as a condition of entry -
another immigration pol-
icy that could affect visi-
tors coming to the US for
the World Cup.
Rights groups have
warned travellers that
such policies could lead to
denied entry, arrest risks,
expanded travel restric-
tions, social media
screening, racial profil-
ing and increased surveil-
lance. 

US drops $15,000 visa deposit for
foreign fans with World Cup tickets

Japanese car giant Honda
made its first annual loss in
70 years as its investments
in the electric vehicle (EV)
market failed to pay off.
Demand for EVs has not
been as strong as the com-
pany forecast, with Honda
reporting a total operating
loss for the year ending
March 2026 of ¥423bn
($2.68bn: £1.99bn.). The firm
said it was scrapping some
of its EV production targets
and would source parts
from China, where prices
are lower, to keep costs
down. It cited changes in US
policy as adding to its loss-
es, including tax incentives
having been taken away for
US consumers purchasing
EVs, and the imposition of
tariffs. US consumers could
previously receive up to
$7,500 (£5,500) in tax credits
if they purchased a new EV,
but this was scrapped by
President Donald Trump in
September 2025. His tariffs
on imported cars and auto
parts in 2025 also bruised
profits at several major
auto manufacturers,
despite a reduction in the
tariffs from 25% to 15%.
Honda, which was first list-
ed on the stock market in
1957, has grown over the
years to become Japan's

second largest car firm.
Analysts said its huge size
and legacy nature make it
difficult to adapt quickly to
fast dips and rises in EV
demand. Honda said it was
now going to focus on grow-
ing its successful motorcy-
cle business, its financial
services and its hybrid
vehicle manufacturing. It
cited North America, Japan
and India as "priority mar-
kets for its future growth" -
although it suspended its
plans to build EVs and bat-
teries in Canada. Chief
executive Toshihiro Mibe
said Honda would scrap its

aims for EVs to make up a
fifth of new car sales by
2030. He added that Honda
was also scrapping its tar-
get for all of its vehicles to
be EV by 2040. Honda
expects ¥512bn in EV-relat-
ed losses in the next finan-
cial year ending March
2027. 'Bleak milestone' "It's a
bleak milestone for Honda
but not a surprising one,"
said Danni Hewson, head of
financial analysis at AJ
Bell. "Like many legacy
automakers it gambled on
motorists making a quick
move to EVs - and lost as
the world shifted." She said

that politics, the cost of liv-
ing and competition from
Chinese companies forced
Honda to roll black EV
plans and "swallow the
costs". Hewson added that
even though demand for
EVs has risen in the last
few months because of ris-
ing petrol costs from the
US-Israel war with Iran,
"companies like Honda are
having to adapt on the fly
which is tough for business-
es of this scale". She said
things could get tougher
with more "twists and
turns" on the horizon for
the market.

Honda makes its first annual loss in 70 years

The Cuban government says it is
open to reviewing a US offer of $100m
(£74m) in aid, hours after rare protests
over worsening power cuts erupted
on the Communist-run island.
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez
said on Thursday that Cuba was
"ready to hear the details of the pro-
posal and how it would be implement-
ed". The shortages have been exacer-
bated by a US-imposed blockade of oil
which has squeezed the country's sup-
plies of essentials such as diesel and
fuel oil. Hospitals have been unable to
function normally, and schools and
government offices have been forced
to close. Tourism, an economic
engine for Cuba, has also been
impacted. Cuba has in the past relied
on Venezuela and Mexico to supply
oil to its refinery system. However,
the two countries have largely cut off
supplies since US President Donald
Trump threatened tariffs on coun-
tries that send fuel to Cuba. On
Wednesday, the US state department
said it was renewing an offer to "pro-
vide generous assistance to the Cuban
people". Last week, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio had said that
Havana had rejected a previous US
offer of humanitarian aid worth

$100m (£74m), a claim Cuba denied. In
its statement, the US state department
repeated its offer but made it clear
that the aid would have to be distrib-
uted "in coordination with the
Catholic Church and other reliable
independent humanitarian organisa-
tions", bypassing the Cuban govern-
ment. It added that the decision now
rested with the Cuban regime "to
accept our offer of assistance or deny
critical living-saving aid and ulti-
mately be accountable to the Cuban
people for standing in the way of crit-
ical assistance". In his response,
Cuban Foreign Minister Rodríguez

said it was unclear whether the US
aid offer would be in cash or in-kind
assistance. He added that "the Cuban
government does not, as a matter of
practice, reject foreign aid offered in
good faith and with genuine aims of
cooperation, whether bilateral or
multilateral". He added that the best
way the US could help Cuba would be
to "de-escalate energy, economic, com-
mercial, and financial blockade meas-
ures, which have intensified as never
before in recent months". Thursday's
comments by Rodríguez follow a
warning from the country's Energy
Minister Vicente de la O Levy that

Cuba had completely run out of diesel
and fuel oil. In an interview with
state-run media, de la O Levy said
there were limited amounts of gas
available, but that Cuba's energy sys-
tem was in a "critical" state due to the
US-led blockade of oil. Cubans have
been suffering from extensive black-
outs, some of them nationwide, for
months. On Wednesday, after the lat-
est power cut affecting large parts of
eastern Cuba, hundreds took to the
streets in Havana, blocking roads
with burning rubbish and shouting
anti-government slogans. It marked
the biggest single night of demonstra-
tions in the city since Cuba's energy
crisis began in January, Reuters
reported. Residents of the San Miguel
del Padrón neighbourhood could be
heard shouting "turn on the lights!",
AFP news agency reported. Cuban
President Miguel Díaz-Canel
acknowledged the "particularly
tense" situation across the island,
which he blamed on the US. 
"This dramatic worsening has a sin-
gle cause: the genocidal energy block-
ade to which the United States sub-
jects our country, threatening irra-
tional tariffs against any nation that
supplies us with fuel.

CUBA CONSIDERS $100M US AID
OFFER AS ENERGY CRISIS WORSENS

New Delhi: Wholesale
price inflation shot up to
8.30 per cent in April,
from 3.88 per cent in
March, led by a sharp
spike in prices of fuel,
power and crude petrole-
um. Wholesale price
index (WPI)-based infla-
tion in fuel and power
jumped to 24.71 per cent
in April, from 1.05 per
cent in March. In crude
petroleum, inflation was
88.06 per cent in April
compared to 51.5 per cent
in the previous month.
The sharp rise in WPI
inflation reflects the
impact of the West Asia
crisis and the effective
blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz through which
the majority of the crude
oil is imported to India.
Inflation in food articles
was 1.98 per cent in April,
compared to 1.90 per cent
in March. In non-food
articles, inflation rose to
12.18 per cent during
April, 11.5 per cent in the
previous month, data
released by the commerce
and industry ministry
showed. “Positive rate of
inflation in April 2026 is
primarily due to an
increase in prices of min-
eral oils, crude petroleum
& natural gas, basic met-
als, other manufacturing
and non-food articles,

etc.,” the ministry said in
a statement. In the fuel
and power basket, infla-
tion in LPG was 10.92 per
cent in April, as against (-
) 1.54 per cent in March,
while in petrol it was
32.40 per cent, against 2.50
per cent in the previous
month. In high-speed
diesel, inflation was 25.19
per cent in April against
3.26 per cent in March.
Despite a 50 per cent
spike in global crude oil

prices, the government
has so far held fuel pump
and household LPG rates
stable to shield house-
holds from the impact of
the retail price rise of
petrol, diesel and LPG.
However, prices of com-
mercial LPG cylinders
have been raised. WPI-
based inflation in fuel
and power jumped to
24.71 per cent in April,
from 1.05 per cent in
March.

Wholesale price inflation
rises to 8.3 pc in April

 A fresh controversy has
surfaced in the fuel retail
sector after petroleum deal-
ers alleged that Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. officials
were pressuring outlets to
sell higher-priced "power
petrol" instead of ordinary
petrol, despite growing calls
for fuel conservation and
austerity. 

Highlights

 The Trump administration will exempt football
fans from 50 countries subject to a $15,000
(£11,000) visa deposit requirement, provided they
are travelling to the US for the World Cup with
valid match tickets.
Five of these countries - Algeria, Cape Verde, Ivory
Coast, Senegal, and Tunisia - have qualified for the
tournament, to be co-hosted by the US, Canada and
Mexico from 11 June.
"We are waiving visa bonds for qualified fans who
bought World Cup tickets," Assistant Secretary
of State for Consular Affairs Mora Namdar said
in a statement .
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Large office space leasing expands by 69%
YoY in Hyderabad; now makes up 75% of
transaction volume: Knight Frank India
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Xi Jinping threw a grand
welcome for Donald Trump
on the first day of a visit that
could reset ties between the
rival superpowers. The mili-
tary honour guard lined up
outside the Great Hall of the
People to welcome Trump,
complete with a gun salute
and a band playing the US
national anthem. The presi-
dent paused twice to say
hello to schoolchildren
cheering with Chinese and
American flags. As he shook
hands with Xi, he leaned in
to pat him on the arm in
what appeared to be a ges-
ture of warmth. And he lav-
ished praise on his host.
"You're a great leader. I say
it to everybody," he declared
in what appeared to be
unscripted remarks. Later,
on his tour of the 15th
Century Temple of Heaven,
he remarked to reporters
that China was beautiful. At
the banquet this evening, he
called the talks a "cherished"
opportunity. It was a
remarkable day given

Trump built up his political
brand by talking tough on
China. "We can't continue to
allow China to rape our
country, and that's what
they're doing," he told a cam-
paign rally in 2016. In 2020,
he claimed China has
"ripped off the United States
like no one has ever done
before", and described the
Covid-19 pandemic as the
"Chinese virus". Before

returning to power, he
vowed to "make China pay".
At the height of the trade
war last year, the two sides
had levied tariffs that
crossed 100% on each other.
A fragile truce followed but
one of the main questions
hanging over this visit is
whether that will last, and
what deal would take its
place? The others are around
Iran - can Beijing help bro-

ker a deal? – and Taiwan, the
US ally and self-governed
island that China claims as
its territory. Beijing put on a
spectacle designed to flatter
Trump ahead of any deal to
prove China's door is open to
guests. However, soon after
talks began, state media pub-
lished comments from Xi
making clear that tensions
over Taiwan could prove
challenging. But the meticu-

lous choreography was not
just for the benefit of Trump
and the 30 CEOs who accom-
panied him. It was also a
show of strength, which
Beijing knows will be
beamed live across the US
and the world. "We are wit-
nessing a historical change,"
says John Delury, a senior
fellow from the Centre on
US-China Relations at the
Asia Society. "I hesitate to
put too much on this specific
summit, but the inexorable
rise of China to a place where
it is legitimately rivalling the
U.S. - that is now happening
before our eyes. Beijing is
now the second world capi-
tal." A show for everyone
President Xi has been eager
to portray himself as a stable
global leader in contrast to a
mercurial US president.
Given the size of China's
economy, a number of world
leaders, including those from
US allies such as Canada, the
UK and Germany, have
turned up, eager to do a deal
with Beijing. China's trade

with the rest of the world has
expanded since Trump's first
term as it braced for exactly
what he warned of: more tar-
iffs. Last year, it flexed its
economic and diplomatic
muscle, responding to
Trump with tit-for-tat tariffs
and restricting the export of
rare earth minerals essential
for advanced manufactur-
ing. Washington came to the
table and tariffs were low-
ered. Xi will believe he has
shown the US and the world
just how dependent they are
on Chinese manufacturing
and technology. China now
makes a third of the world's
goods, processes more than
90% of its rare earth miner-
als and produces around 60
to 80% of all solar panels,
wind turbines and electric
vehicles. While concerns
about its record on human
rights, and its relationships
with regimes like Moscow
and Pyongyang persist, they
seem to have been overshad-
owed as Trump shakes up
the world order. 

Flattery and fanfare as Trump welcomed
to China - but thorny issues remain

New forecasts show increas-
ing confidence that the devel-
oping El Niño in the tropical
Pacific Ocean could be one of
the strongest on record with
warnings of record global
temperatures and huge
humanitarian impacts. Parts
of the Pacific have been
warming rapidly with data
this week showing sea sur-
face temperatures around
0.5C above normal - one
threshold used to suggest the
onset of El Niño, a natural
warming of the Pacific. It is
expected to strengthen over
the next few months, peaking
potentially as a very strong -
or so-called super El Niño - in
the autumn. Scientists are
concerned about the conse-
quences it could have on
global weather patterns,
including the likelihood of
2027 being the warmest year
on record. In their latest out-

look, the National
Oceanographic and
A t m o s p h e r i c
Administration (NOAA) sug-
gest El Niño will begin with-
in the month. They have
increased the confidence to a
two-in-three chance that it
will be strong or even very
strong by this winter. The
rate of warming seen in the
tropical Pacific over the last
few weeks has been rapid.
Nathanial Johnson, a mete-

orologist at NOAA described
it as a "rare occurrence"
should it continue at the cur-
rent pace - going from the La
Niña (a similar cooling pat-
tern) we saw in winter to a
potentially strong El Niño,
within a year. The Bureau of
Meteorology (BoM) in
Australia also forecasts El
Niño using a slightly stricter
criterion where sea surface
temperatures in the tropical
Pacific must exceed 0.8C

above average. They also
look for indications that the
trade winds in the western
Pacific have reversed; sig-
nalling that the warming
ocean is beginning to influ-
ence the atmosphere. Spring
forecasts of El Niño have his-
torically been quite poor, but
forecasters have been much
more confident than normal
this year.  While El Niño
forms across the tropical
Pacific, forecasters look at
one region in particular
called the Niño3.4, monitor-
ing a three-monthly average
of the sea surface tempera-
ture compared to the long-
term average. A strong or
'super El Nino' is when that
goes above 1.5C. Forecasts
from the European Centre
for Medium Range Weather
Forecasts (ECMWF), NOAA
and BoM are all pretty much
aligned in their outcomes. 

Saleh Mamman, a former
Nigerian power minister, has
been sentenced to 75 years in
prison for laundering 33.8bn
naira ($24.7m; £18.5m), a rare
conviction against corrupt
officials in the West ?African
nation. Last week, Mamman
was found guilty of 12 counts,
including using private firms
to funnel money linked to
government-funded power
plants. The 68-year-old was
sentenced in absentia on
Wednesday - according to the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Mamman has been "out of cir-
culation" and "without trace"
since his conviction. On
Monday, the high court in the
capital Abuja issued an arrest
warrant for Mamman, who
was power minister from 2015
to 2021. Mamman, who led the
ministry of power under then
President Muhammadu
Buhari, has not publicly com-
mented on his conviction.
However just weeks before he
was sentenced, the former
minister announced plans to
run for Taraba State gover-
nor in the 2027 elections, on
behalf of Nigeria's ruling
party. "Today marks a defin-
ing moment in my journey of
service to our dear state. With
a deep sense of responsibility
and unwavering commit-
ment, I have officially

obtained the Expression of
Interest and Nomination
Forms under the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
to contest for the governor-
ship of Taraba State," he
wrote on social media.
Mamman led the ministry of
power at a time when
President Muhammadu
Buhari's administration had
promised to tackle corrup-
tion.  Mamman was eventual-
ly sacked by Buhari in a cabi-
net reshuffle, after what the
president called an "inde-
pendent and critical self-
review". During Mamman's
sentencing on Wednesday,
the high court ordered him to
repay 22bn naira ($16m;
£12m). The case is part of a
wider anti-corruption drive
targeting former government
officials. Other high-profile
investigations by the EFCC
have involved former Justice
Minister Abubakar Malami
and former Humanitarian
Affairs Minister Sadiya
Umar Farouq, who was
recently declared wanted by
the agency. They have both
denied the allegations.
Mamman's conviction has
reignited public anger over
Nigeria's long-running elec-
tricity crisis – especially as
the former minister had
promised he would
improve matters. 

A South Carolina court has
overturned the 2023 murder
convictions of Alex
Murdaugh, a disgraced
lawyer who was convicted
of killing his wife and son.
The state's supreme court on
Wednesday ordered a new
trial for Murdaugh over the
June 2021 killings.
Murdaugh has been in
prison serving two life sen-
tences for the murders of
Maggie and Paul Murdaugh.
He is also serving two addi-
tional 27- and 40-year sen-
tences for state and federal
financial crimes. Once a
powerful lawyer, the 56-
year-old and his legal trou-
bles captivated a global audi-
ence and inspired documen-
taries, podcasts and book
deals. The trial itself was
also televised. In a 5-0 ruling,
the South Carolina Supreme
Court said Murdaugh
deserved a new trial because
the local county clerk had
unfairly biased a jury
against him. "Both the State
and Murdaugh's defense
skillfully presented their
cases to the jury as the trial
court deftly presided over
this complicated and high-
profile matter," the justices
wrote. "However, their
efforts were in vain because
Colleton County Clerk of
Court Rebecca Hill placed
her fingers on the scales of

justice, thereby denying
Murdaugh his right to a fair
trial by an impartial jury."
In a statement, South
Carolina Attorney General
Alan Wilson said his office
would "aggressively seek to
retry Alex Murdaugh for the
murders of Maggie and Paul
as soon as possible".
Murdaugh's lawyers told US
media that their client "has
said from day one that he
did not kill his wife and son".
Last December, Hill pleaded
guilty to charges of miscon-
duct in office, obstruction of
justice and perjury over
accusations that she mis-
used public funds as a clerk
and shared sealed court
information with a reporter,
among other claims.
Wednesday's ruling cites a
number of comments that
Hill allegedly made to jurors
during the trial. One juror
wrote in an affidavit that
Hill made comments telling
jurors to "watch
[Murdaugh] closely", which
she said influenced her deci-
sion to find Murdaugh
guilty because she thought
the clerk was implying he
was. A jury found
Murdaugh guilty of the mur-
der of his wife and son - who
were shot at close range
near the family's dog ken-
nels - after an extensive six-
week long trial. 

Former Nigerian minister
sentenced to 75 years in
rare corruption verdict

Court overturns Alex
Murdaugh's murder convic-

tions and orders new trial

Warning of record global temperatures as
chance of very strong El Niño grows

A vessel reportedly operat-
ing as a "floating armoury"
in the Gulf of Oman has
been seized by Iranian mili-
tary personnel, according
to the maritime risk man-
agement company
Vanguard. The ship is now
"bound for Iranian territo-
rial waters", the UK's
Maritime Trade
Operations (UKMTO)
organisation said. BBC
Verify has checked ship-
tracking data from
MarineTraffic which

shows the vessel - identified
by Vanguard as the
Honduras-flagged Hui
Chuan - last broadcast its
location 70km (40 miles)
north-east of Fujairah in
the UAE on Wednesday.
Hui Chuan's operators told
Vanguard it was operating
as a floating armoury
which stores weapons for
security firms who protect
ships at sea from attack by
pirates. BBC Verify cannot
confirm what was on the
ship or who it was used by. 

'Floating armoury' ship
reportedly seized by Iran

Latvian Prime Minister
Evika Silina has resigned
following a political crisis
over Russia-bound
Ukrainian drones straying
into Latvian territory. She
had fired her Defence
Minister Andris Spruds last
week after two drones
crashed down in eastern
Latvia, criticising his
response and appointing a
replacement. In protest,
Spruds's Progressives party
pulled their support for
Silina's governing coalition,
causing it to collapse months
before a planned general
election in October. "Seeing
a strong candidate for the
post of defence minister...
political windbags have cho-

sen a crisis," Silina said on
Thursday. "I am resigning
but I am not giving up." The
political fallout was trig-
gered by the incursion of
three drones into Latvian
airspace on 7 May - the sec-
ond such accident since the
start of 2026. Both Latvia and
Ukraine acknowledged that
the drones may have been
Ukrainian UAVs intended to
target Russia whose signals
had been jammed, leading
them to stray into Latvia.
One drone crashed on the
ground while another struck
an empty oil product storage
facility near the town of
Rezekne. The third flew in
and out of Latvian airspace.
There were no casualties or
injuries - but local residents
told media that the official
response to the incident had
been delayed and insuffi-
cient. They said the cell
broadcast alert system had
not been activated for an
hour after one of the drones
crashed near Rezekne.Silina
had said after the incident:
"Something went wrong. We
cannot afford for this situa-
tion to continue." 

LATVIAN PM RESIGNS
AFTER ROW OVER STRAY

UKRAINIAN DRONES

At least eight people have been
killed, including a 12-year-old
girl, in Kyiv after Russia
launched a massive overnight
drone and missile strikes on
the Ukrainian capital and
other regions, officials have
said. The victims' bodies were
pulled from the rubble of a par-
tially destroyed apartment
building in Kyiv, where res-
cuers are still searching for at
least 20 people feared missing,
Ukraine's emergencies service
DSNS said. It said 45 people,
including two children, were
injured. Friday has been
declared a day of mourning in
the city. It is the third day in a
row Ukraine has reported
deaths, as Moscow ramps up
its assault after a three-day
ceasefire expired on Monday.

The overnight barrage saw
more than 670 drones and 56
missiles targeting the country,
President Volodomyr
Zelensky said. This is among
the largest attacks Russia has
mounted since the start of its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in 2022. The strikes hit more
than 180 sites across Ukraine,

including more than 50 resi-
dential buildings, Zelensky
added. He said a total of more
than 1,560 Russian drones had
targeted Ukrainian cities since
Tuesday night, describing
Moscow's assault as "definitely
not the actions of those who
believe the war is coming to an
end" and urging allies to hold

Moscow accountable. After an
urgent meeting with Ukraine's
top military and security offi-
cials, Zelensky said a "signifi-
cant number" of drones were
shot down, with an "overall
interception rate" of 93%. But
the same figures for missiles
stood at 73%, the Ukrainian
leader said, admitting that the
"key challenge" remained in
how to defend against Russian
ballistic missiles. He said the
"priority number one" was to
secure more deliveries of "anti-
ballistic systems and missiles
for them". Ukraine has repeat-
edly said it has a massive
shortage of US-made Patriot
missile systems which can
effectively intercept Russian
ballistics. Reacting to the latest
Russian attacks.

Ukraine rescuers pull dead from rubble of
Kyiv flats after massive Russian strikes

A congressional panel
investigating late sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein has
released transcriptions of
interviews with US
Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick and Ted
Waitt, the billionaire co-
founder of Gateway com-
puters. Lutnick discussed
having three interactions
with Epstein - a neighbour
of his in New York - which
included a visit to the
financier's home next door
and a trip to his island in
the Caribbean after he was
thought to have cut ties
with Epstein.
Waitt testified about his
years-long relationship
with Ghislaine Maxwell,
Epstein's convicted co-con-
spirator, and his concerns
about her working for him.
Neither Lutnick nor Waitt

have been accused of any
wrongdoing by Epstein's
victims. Lutnick appeared
voluntarily on 6 May as
part of the House Oversight
Committee probe.
He said he and his wife
were invited to Epstein's
New York home in 2005 but
they left abruptly when he
showed them his massage
table and made a remark
about the kinds of massages
he enjoyed.

US commerce secretary details
'off-putting' interaction with

Epstein in testimony

Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon kill 22 people, health ministry says
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Two teams in the IPL 2026 are
already out of the playoffs
race - Mumbai Indians and
Lucknow Super Giants.
While all the other teams are
still in contention, it can be
safely said that seventh-
placed Delhi Capitals (10
points from 12 games) have
only a mathematical chance
of qualifying for the next
stage. In the midst of this, a
report has claimed that DC
might be in for some whole-
some changes following their
big, disappointing season.
The report by news agency
PTI said Axar Patel is unlike-
ly to remain captain next sea-
son, while the coaching staff
will be changed too. Axar's
numbers as captain and play-
er make for poor reading. He
has scored only 100 runs in
nine innings at a strike-rate

of 112.50, with 56 coming in
one innings and the remain-
ing 44 aggregated across
eight knocks, despite batting
mostly in the top five. In 12
games, Axar has bowled only
36 overs, exactly three overs
per game, and picked up 10
wickets at an economy rate of
8.08. While the economy rate
looks respectable consider-

ing the punishment endured
by fellow spinner Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar has often under-
bowled himself. With Delhi
Capitals having an arrange-
ment of equal owners -- JSW
and GMR split management
responsibilities in alternate
cycles -- next season will see
Parth Jindal and JSW taking
charge of cricket operations.

"With Axar completely fail-
ing to prove his leadership
worth and mostly being
dependent on Hemang
Badani and Venugopal Rao
for decision-making, it will
be a miracle if he retains cap-
taincy next year. "The entire
coaching staff is also unlikely
to be retained," an IPL source
tracking developments told
PTI on conditions of
anonymity. The decision to
ignore a flamboyant batter
like Abhishek Porel, not
using an all-rounder like
Madhav Tiwari consistently,
and throwing an out-of-sync
youngster like Sahil Parakh
into the deep end expecting
him to do a Vaibhav
Suryavanshi have not gone
unnoticed. Parakh undoubt-
edly has talent but remains a
work in progress.

Jasprit Bumrah is leading
Mumbai Indians in their
IPL 2026 match against
Punjab Kings in
Dharamsala on Thursday.
This is the first time in his
IPL career that the pace
great is captaining MI.
Hardik Pandya, MI's regu-
lar captain, is down with a
back spasm, while
Suryakumar Yadav, who
led MI in two matches
before, is out due to person-
al reasons.  Mumbai
Indians are already out of
the IPL play-offs race. MI
made two changes from
their previous match play-
ing XI. Suryakumar Yadav,
who captained MI in the
previous match, is missing
this fixture "due to person-
al reasons". AM Ghazanfar
is the other MI player who
will sit out. "I did not
expect to be a Test captain
before becoming an IPL
captain," Bumrah said.
PBKS, on the other hand,
have included Azmatullah
Omarzai and Xavier
Bartlett, with Marcus

Stoinis and Ben Dwarshuis
missing out. "We have
decided to bowl first. We
saw the last game and felt
that maybe with the cold
weather coming down, the
wicket would settle down. I
didn't think that I would be
a Test captain before
becoming MI captain
(smiles). As much as we
can, we can play three
games left, and we want to
enjoy and maybe ruffle a
few teams. Surya is not
here for personal reasons,
and Allah is not there as
well," Bumrah said during
the toss. "We would have
bowled first as well. The
wicket looks a bit drier.
Still don't know how the
pitch will play, so just
being positive about it. We
should stop thinking about
what has gone wrong. We
have to think about being
in good shape and having a
positive mindset. Harpreet
Brar, Xavier Bartlett and
Azmatullah Omarzai come
in," PBKS skipper Shreyas
Iyer said.

Why Jasprit Bumrah Is
Leading MI For The 1st Time
In Place Of Hardik Pandya,
Suryakumar Yadav vs PBKS

Long before Travis Kelce
became one of the NFL's
biggest personalities and
started dominating celebrity
headlines alongside Taylor
Swift, former teammate
Mitch Morse already
believed the Kansas City
Chiefs star had a rare pres-
ence. Morse recently reflect-
ed on his years playing with
Kelce and explained why the
tight end naturally stood out
inside the locker room. From
his confidence and humor to
his ability to connect with
people, Morse said Kelce's
larger-than-life personality
was impossible to ignore
even before the fame, Super
Bowl success, and global
attention arrived. Mitch
Morse says Travis Kelce's
personality always made
him stand out in the Chiefs

locker room Morse, who
played alongside Kelce with
the Kansas City Chiefs from
2015 to 2018, recently
appeared on TMZ Sports and
shared why he was never
surprised by Kelce's rise to
superstardom. According to
Morse, Kelce's charm and
confidence naturally attract-
ed attention, but it was his

personality off camera that
truly impressed teammates.
“I mean, charismatic, and
talk about comforting eyes.
My goodness, I see it. I mean,
I know why Taylor did it,
right? He's a brutally hand-
some dude,” Morse said dur-
ing the interview. The for-
mer Chiefs center also dis-
missed the idea that Kelce

behaves differently in public.
Morse explained that fans
often ask whether the NFL
star's larger-than-life person-
ality is simply for show, but
he insisted Kelce is actually
even more genuine in real
life. “He's even cooler. He's
even sweeter. He's even
nicer. He takes the time,”
Morse added while describ-
ing his former teammate.
Travis Kelce's reality TV
days gave teammates an
early look at his star power
Morse also recalled one mem-
orable moment from Kelce's
early NFL years when the
tight end was starring in the
reality dating show Catching
Kelce. During an OTA prac-
tice session, Kelce jokingly
promoted the show to team-
mates while breaking down
the team huddle.

The
G o l d e n
State Warriors
know the next
few seasons
c o u l d
define the
closing

chap-
ter of

one of the
NBA's great-

est dynasties. Every roster
move, contract decision

and offseason gamble
now revolves around
maximising whatever

elite years Stephen
Curry still has left.
The urgency has
intensified after
new reports sug-

gested Curry
wants to keep playing
long enough to complete
at least 20 NBA seasons,
a target that could

reshape Golden State's
long-term plans heading into
another critical offseason.
Even at 38, Curry remains
the centre of everything the
Warriors are trying to build.
The franchise is still chasing
championships rather than

preparing for a rebuild, and
the upcoming contract exten-
sion window in August is
expected to play a major role
in determining how long the
NBA's greatest shooter con-
tinues leading Golden State's
title hopes. 
Stephen Curry's Warriors
Future Tied To New NBA
Contract Extension There
has been growing specula-
tion around how much
longer Curry intends to con-
tinue playing, especially
with retirement conversa-
tions beginning to follow
nearly every veteran super-
star still competing at an
elite level. Internally,
though, the Warriors report-
edly believe Curry is
nowhere near finished.

"Stephen Curry has internal-
ly told people with the
Warriors that he wants to
play at least 20 seasons in the
NBA," said Brett Siegel,
adding, "Will see what that
means for an upcoming con-
tract extension for him in
August as he will be getting a
new deal with the Warriors."
Curry still has one year left
on his current $62.5 million
contract, but August opens
the door for fresh negotia-
tions with Golden State. That
timing matters because the
Warriors have no interest in
allowing Curry to approach
unrestricted free agency in
2027 without clarity around
his future. The veteran
guard continues performing
at a level most franchises

would still build entirely
around. Last season, Curry
averaged 26.6 points, 4.7
assists and 3.6 rebounds
while remaining one of the
NBA's most dangerous offen-
sive players despite his age
and workload. Warriors Still
Building Around Stephen
Curry's Championship
Window Golden State's off-
season approach makes it
obvious the organization
still believes another title
run is realistic with Curry
leading the locker room.
The Warriors already
secured head coach Steve
Kerr on a long-term deal
and are expected to stay
aggressive in trade discus-
sions and roster upgrades
moving forward. 

The update came just hours
after videos and alleged
audio recordings connected
to the shooting started
spreading across X and
Reddit. The situation has
since become one of the most
talked-about streamer con-
troversies online, with many
people now closely following
the legal developments sur-
rounding the case.
Montgomery County
Sheriff's Office confirms
charges against
ChudTheBuilder In an offi-
cial Facebook statement
released on Wednesday, May
13, 2026, the Montgomery
County Sheriff's Office
shared more details about
the courthouse shooting
investigation. Authorities
stated that officers

responded to a shots-fired
incident outside the

Montgomery
County

Courthouse earlier that day
before launching an immedi-
ate investigation. After the
investigation, Dalton
Eatherly, 28, was reportedly
detained by criminal investi-
gators and later booked into
the Montgomery County
Jail. Officials also confirmed
that he was being held pend-
ing arraignment.

ChudTheBuilder Shot In The Arm, Facing
Aggravated Assault And Attempted Murder

Charges After Tennessee Shootout

Stephen Curry Not Ready To Retire As Warriors Eye
Another Title Run: "He Wants To Play 20 NBA Seasons"

WWE fans have been won-
dering what happened to
Elio LeFleur after the NXT
star suddenly disappeared
from in-ring action earlier
this year. It has now been 55
days since he was last seen
competing, and the young
WWE talent has finally
shared a fresh update about
his recovery journey. While
there's still no confirmed
return date, his latest social
media post gave fans a small
but positive sign that things
are moving in the right
direction. For those who
missed it, Elio LeFleur suf-
fered a shoulder injury dur-
ing an eight-man tag team
match at a WWE live event
on March 20. The injury was
serious enough that he need-
ed surgery on his right
shoulder. After the opera-
tion, LeFleur confirmed that
the surgery went successful-
ly, but the setback also
forced him to give up the
WWE Speed Championship
since he could no longer
compete regularly. Since
then, fans had barely heard

much from him until this
newest update dropped
online. Elio LeFleur shares
workout clip as recovery
continues after shoulder sur-
gery Elio LeFleur recently
posted a short recovery
update on social media, and
fans quickly noticed one
major detail: his shoulder
sling is finally off. In the clip,
the WWE NXT star can be
seen slowly using an Air
Bike while continuing rehab
work on his shoulder. The
video was pretty simple, but
it still caught attention
because it's the first real
physical update fans have

seen from him in weeks. He
captioned the post with just
one word: "Everyday." The
workout itself looked con-
trolled and careful, clearly
showing he's still avoiding
too much pressure on the
injured shoulder. Even
though he's back in the gym,
LeFleur still seems to be tak-
ing things slowly during
recovery. Why Elio LeFleur
has been missing from WWE
programming for nearly two
months LeFleur has been
part of WWE since October
2024 and was slowly building
momentum before the
injury stopped everything. 

Absent WWE Star Shares Recovery
Video And Injury Update After After
Disappearing From TV For 55 Days

Sports presenter Grace
Hayden, the daughter of for-
mer Australia cricketer
Matthew Hayden, has
opened up about facing
social media trolls. Grace
has become a familiar face in
the sports media industry,
having been associated with
organisations such as
Channel 7, Star Sports, and
Fox Sports. Despite enjoying
significant success at such a
young age, the 23-year-old is
often scrutinised for her
glamorous presence in the
male-dominated industry.
However, Grace remains
unfazed by public opinion
and continues to focus on her
work. "I think conversations
around women in media and
sport are constantly evolv-
ing, and with social media
there's naturally a lot more
commentary around public
figures in general now,"

Grace told News.com.au on
the sidelines of the
Australian Fashion Week.
"Honestly, I try not to focus
too much on labels at all. My
priority has always been the
work itself - being prepared,
continuing to learn and
showing up professionally in
every role I take on. Grace
insisted that women can be
both glamorous and credible
in their profession, regard-

less of what trolls think. "I
feel incredibly grateful to
work across sport, entertain-
ment and fashion, and for me
it's always about growing,
challenging myself and
enjoying the opportunities
that come with the job. "I've
always believed you can be
professional, prepared and
respectful of the role while
also embracing confidence
and personal style.

Sports Presenter Grace Hayden, Daughter Of Matthew
Hayden, On Facing Hate Over 'Glamorous' Appearance

Travis Kelce's Former Teammate Explains Why
Taylor Swift Fell For The Charismatic NFL Star

IPL 2026 Side 's Entire Coaching staff Likely To
Be Sacked After Disappointing Season: Report

IPL 2026: PUNJAB KINGS SETS A TARGET
OF 200/8 FOR MUMBAI INDIANS
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he buzz surrounding
Mega Power Star
Ram Charan’s
much-awaited rural

action-sports drama Peddi
is only getting louder as
the team amps up its
nationwide promotions.
With two high-voltage
songs and two contrasting
glimpses already winning
over audiences across the
country, the film is riding
a strong wave of anticipa-
tion. Mounted on an
impressive scale by pro-
ducer Venkata Satish
Kilaru under Vriddhi
Cinemas, in collaboration
with Mythri Movie
Makers and Sukumar
Writings, Peddi is set for a
grand Pan-India release
on June 4, preceded by
special premieres on June
3. Meanwhile, the team
has unleashed a promo-
tional blast unlike any-
thing seen before, redefin-
ing how a Pan-India film
reaches its audience.
The Peddi Powerplay
Tour kicks off on the 18th
in Mumbai, where the
team will launch the the-
atrical trailer across all
major languages. From
there, the momentum
only intensifies. One of
the biggest attention-grab-
bers is the team’s grand
appearance during the
SRH vs RCB showdown at
the Uppal Stadium on the
22nd. The journey then
barrels across the map
with back-to-back city
stops- Bhopal on the 23rd,
Bengaluru on the 24th,
Delhi on the 28th,
Chennai on the 30th,

Vizianagaram on June
1st, and a massive home-
coming celebration in
Hyderabad on June 2nd.
And the makers aren’t
stopping there; they hint
at more surprises set to
drop through the summer,
keeping the hype sizzling
nonstop. “This is just the
beginning. Many more
surprises are loading.
We’ve moved mountains
to bring you the ultimate
summer treat! To make
sure your holidays are

packed with entertain-
ment, we are arriving
early on JUNE 4th. Our
team has poured their
hearts into every frame-
we can’t wait for you to
experience it on the big
screens,” announced the
makers.
Needless to say, the first-
of-its-kind promotional
campaign will act as a
major power booster,
pushing the expectations
for the movie to new
heights.

MEGA POWER STAR RAM CHARAN’S PEDDI
MANIA BEGINS, TEAM DROPS NATIONWIDE

FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND PROMOTIONAL
CAMPAIGN – PEDDI POWERPLAY TOUR

ncouraging new talent,
hero Kiran
Abbavaram produced
the film

“Thimmarajupalli TV”
under his KA Productions
banner in association with
Sumaira Studios. Teja
Velpucharla worked as the
co-producer. Sai Tej and
Veda Jalandhar played the
lead roles in the film, while V.
Muniraju made his directori-
al debut with this project. Set
against a village backdrop,
“Thimmarajupalli TV” is a
period drama that recently
released in theatres and
emerged as a grand success.
The film is now gearing up
for its digital premiere and
will start streaming on Aha
OTT from May 15. On this
occasion, the
“Thimmarajupalli TV” cele-
brations event was held
grandly in Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event,
Srinivas from Aha said, “I
first interacted with Kiran
Garu during the time of SR
Kalyanamandapam. Since

then, our journey with him
on Aha has continued. Films
like Sammathame, Rules
Ranjann, KA Ramp and
many others are streaming
on our platform. We are
happy to bring
‘Thimmarajupalli TV’ to Aha
subscribers as well.
Personally, I connected
deeply with this film while
watching it. We hope the
movie reaches many more
audiences through Aha.”
Art Director Sudheer

Macharla said, “It feels great
to reunite with the entire
team once again at the Aha
event. Audiences appreciat-
ed our film very well in the-
atres, and we believe it will
receive an even bigger
response on Aha. Everyone
who worked on this film has
a bright future in the indus-
try.” Music Director
Vamsikanth Rekhana said,
“I experienced many mixed
emotions during this film.
Kiran Garu and director

Muniraju gave me tremen-
dous support and freedom
while composing the music. I
proudly say that I am the
music director of this film.”
Director V. Muniraju said,
“The kind of success and
response we expected for this
film is exactly what we
received. Audiences support-
ed our movie in theatres, and
I hope they make it a success
on Aha as well from May 15.
After watching the film and
appreciating it, our team
even took me to meet CM
Chandrababu Garu. The
actors and technicians who
worked on this film have all
earned a good name.”
Actress Swathi Karimireddy
said, “Audiences who
watched ‘Thimmarajupalli
TV’ in theatres were remind-
ed of their own memories.
They personally connected
with our film. Now that the
movie is coming to Aha, I
hope to meet everyone again
at another success event
after it becomes successful
there too.”

“Thimmarajupalli TV” Left Me with Great
Satisfaction as a Producer – Kiran Abbavaram

new spiritual and
emotional film titled
“Edaina Sadhyame”
(Anything is

Possible), with the tagline
“Daivam Thodunte..”
(When God is With You), is
being produced under the
banner of Sri Adi Lakshmi
Pictures. The title launch
event was held grandly at
the Film Chamber in
Hyderabad.
Director Madduri Raja,
producer Anil
Munaganuri, executive
producer N.
Subrahmanyam, and mem-
bers of the film team
attended the event.
The film aims to portray
how people can overcome
sorrow and suffering in life
by building a strong bond

with their chosen deity.
The makers stated that the
movie is completely
inspired by the teachings
of Sri Amma Bhagavan and
focuses on spirituality and
human relationships.
According to the team, the
storyline revolves around
five core principles taught
by Sri Amma Bhagavan:

“You are a unique being”
“Your inner world is your
outer world”
“There is no individual,
only personalities”
“Inner truth”
“Life itself is relation-
ships”
The film’s narrative is
built around these philo-
sophical concepts.
Speaking on the occasion,

producer, writer, lyricist,
and dialogue writer Anil
Kumar Munaganuri said
that today’s youth are
extremely important for
the nation, but many are
struggling with depression
and hopelessness. 
He explained that the film

intends to show how a deep
connection with God can
bring miracles into one’s
life and transform impossi-
bilities into possibilities.
“This movie is being made
based on spiritual teach-
ings. When people connect
with their beloved deity,
miracles can happen,” he
said. Apart from produc-
ing the film, Anil
Munaganuri is also provid-
ing the story, dialogues,
and lyrics. 

"EDAINA SADHYAME" MOVIE INSPIRED
BY SRI AMMA BHAGAVAN’S TEACHINGS

he official trailer of
Memu Coplam, the
upcoming Telugu
ZEE5 Original series,

promises a deliciously
chaotic entertainer packed
with rural madness, mys-
tery, comedy, and unexpect-
ed twists. Set against the
colorful backdrop of a vil-
lage obsessed with cock-
fighting, the series pre-
mieres on May 22 exclusive-
ly on ZEE5.
When a prized rooster van-
ishes from a village where
cockfighting is treated like
pride, politics, and prestige
rolled into one, chaos erupts
instantly. The responsibili-
ty of solving the bizarre
case falls into the least capa-
ble hands possible - Ravi
and Mohan Sotari, two
delightfully clueless cops
with more confidence than
common sense. What begins
as a comically overblown
poultry pursuit soon spirals
into a tangled mystery far
bigger than either of them
bargained for.
As the investigation stum-
bles from one ridiculous
mishap to another, the duo
accidentally begins uncov-
ering secrets that threaten
to shake the very founda-
tions of their quirky village.
With black magic rumors,
bloodshed warnings, politi-
cal pressure, activist out-
rage, and growing paranoia
spreading across the vil-
lage, Memu Coplam steadi-
ly transforms from a hilari-
ous rural comedy into an
unpredictable mystery
filled with escalating mad-
ness. The trailer has
already struck a chord for
its rooted atmosphere,
eccentric characters, sharp

visual style, and uniquely
chaotic energy. Rather than
relying on forced punch-
lines, the humor organical-
ly emerges through misun-
derstandings, social absurd-
ities, and the sincere seri-
ousness with which every
character treats the missing
rooster crisis. At the center

of the madness stands
Nagendra Babu as the com-
manding Gajapati Raju,
while Getup Srinu as
Mohan Sotari and Raviteja
Nannimala as Ravi Sotari
bring an entertaining blend
of confusion, desperation,
and accidental investiga-
tion brilliance. The series

also stars Reethu Chowdary
as Meenakshi, Charan
Lakkaraju as Akash Reddy,
Siri Parvathy as Sanghavi,
and Kireeti Damaraju as
Giri in key roles. Visually,
Memu Coplam stands apart
with its vibrant rural aes-
thetic, atmospheric night
sequences, stylized presen-

tation, and earthy
Godavari-rooted texture.
The trailer hints at a world
where folklore, politics, vil-
lage ego, superstition, and
chaos collide in the most
entertaining ways possible.
Produced by B.V.S. Ravi
under RAW
Entertainments, Memu
Coplam is directed by
Pradeep Maddali with story
by Shoban Chittuprolu. The
screenplay is written by
Shoban Chittuprolu and
Chanakya Varma, while
dialogues are penned by
Shoban Chittuprolu,
Chanakya Varma, and
Gopala Krishna Vidmahe.
The technical crew includes
cinematographer Kishore
Boyidapu, editor Michael
D’selva, music composer
Saket Komanduri, Creative
Producer Gopala Krishna
Vidmahe, and First
Assistant Director Raj
Kumar Koosana.
Over the years, ZEE5
Telugu has built a strong
identity in the OTT space
with successful originals
like Paruvu, Aha Naa
Pellanta, Maya Bazaar For
Sale, Puli Meka, and
Vikkatakavi, consistently
exploring rooted Telugu sto-
ries across comedy, mys-
tery, thriller, and rural
drama genres. With Memu
Coplam, the platform once
again dives into a distinctly
Telugu world filled with
eccentric characters, vil-
lage politics, folklore, cock-
fight culture, and a wildly
entertaining mystery setup.
Promising laughs, sus-
pense, chaos, and nonstop
rural madness, Memu
Coplam premieres exclu-
sively on ZEE5 on May 22.

ZEE5’s ‘Memu Coplam’ Turns A Missing Prized
Rooster Into A Wildly Entertaining Rural Mystery
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