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Rahul extends Sikkim
Statehood Day greetings,
praises state’s harmony

and heritage

New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday extended
greetings to the people of Sikkim
on the occasion of the state’s
Statehood Day, praising its natu-
ral beauty, cultural richness and
spirit of harmony. In a post on
social media platform X, Gandhi
said, “Best wishes to the people
of Sikkim on their Statehood
Day.” Highlighting the state’s
unique identity and traditions,
the Congress leader said,
“Blessed with abundant natural

beauty, a rich cultural heritage,
and vibrant traditions, Sikkim
stands as a shining example of
harmony and resilience.”

He also expressed hope for the state’s
continued progress and prosperity, add-
ing, “May the state continue to flourish
and thrive.” The greetings came as
Sikkim celebrated the 50th anniversary
of its statehood with official ceremo-
nies, cultural programmes and public
events across the Himalayan state.
Sikkim formally became the 22nd state
of India on May 16, 1975, following a
historic referendum that led to the abo-
lition of the monarchy and its integra-
tion into the Indian Union.Known for its
scenic mountain landscapes, biodiver-
sity and multicultural traditions,
Sikkim has emerged over the decades
as a prominent destination for eco-
tourism and organic farming. The
state also holds strategic importance
for India because of its borders with
China, Nepal and Bhutan. Political
leaders from across the spectrum
have extended greetings to the people
of the state during the golden jubilee
celebrations, highlighting Sikkim’s
development achievements and its
contribution to the country’s cultural
and environmental heritage.

India makes first-ever
Captagon seizure worth
Rs 182 cr under 'Operation
RAGEPILL": HM Shah
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CM Revanth slams Centre [ndia dreamin

over fuel price hike, calls it
betrayal of public trust

Hyderabad (TSIT):

Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy on Saturday
strongly criticised the Narendra
Modi-led Central Government
over the recent increase in petrol
and diesel prices, terming the
decision “unjustifiable” and a
“betrayal of public trust.”In a
post on X, Revanth said the hike
in fuel prices would adversely
affect multiple sectors and lead to
an increase in the prices of essen-
tial commodities, placing a severe
burden on common people.

He alleged that the country’s
economy had weakened signif-
icantly due to what he
described as the Modi govern-
ment’s ineffective governance
and flawed economic policies.

“‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ has
remained merely an election
slogan rather than a policy that
delivered real results,” he said,
adding that small and medium-
scale industries had suffered
badly and youth were facing
uncertainty over employment
opportunities.

He further claimed that the
promise of doubling farmers’
incomes had remained unful-
filled and alleged that the value

of the rupee had continued to
decline over the past decade.

Referring to the Iran-Israel
conflict, Revanth accused the
Centre of using the war as a
pretext for increasing fuel pric-
es, saying the move amounted
to “breaking the backs of com-
mon people.”

Questioning the govern-
ment’s economic claims, he
asked how the Centre could
justify the price hike while
simultaneously asserting that
India had become the world’s
third-largest economy.

The Chief Minister also
accused the BJP-led govern-
ment of reneging on its assur-
ances made ahead of elections
in four states and one union
Territory that petroleum pric-
es would not be increased.

Trump warns Taiwan
against declaring

independence, hours
after summit
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¢ big, youth aspires to

lcad in Al, semiconductors: PM Modi

New Delhi (TSIT):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said India
is dreaming big and the
country’s youth now aspire
to propel the nation forward
in emerging sectors such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and semiconductors.
Addressing the Indian dias-
pora at an event in The
Hague, PM Modi said today’s
India is going through a
phase of unprecedented
transformation and has
emerged as a global leader in
technology, innovation and
digitalisation.

He said India recently
hosted the world’s largest
and most successful Al
Summit, following the suc-
cessful hosting of the G20
Summit, adding that such
achievements are no longer
isolated events but have
become the defining charac-
ter of modern India.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted that India has car-
ried out the world’s largest
unique identification pro-
gramme and also imple-
mented the world’s biggest
financial inclusion initia-
tive. “The scale and speed of

Attempts at coercion will not undermine principled
positions: UAE rejects Iran’s allegations

New Delhi (TSIT)

The United Arab Emirates cat-
egorically rejected allegations
made by Iran accusing it of
“direct involvement in aggres-
sion against Tehran” during
the period of US strikes on
Iran, and strongly condemned
what it described as attempts
to justify attacks on the UAE
and other regional countries,
calling them a “flagrant viola-
tion of the UN Charter, interna-
tional law, and the principles of
good neighbourliness.”

At the BRICS Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in New
Delhi,UAE Minister of State
Khalifa Shaheen Al Marar
reaffirmed that such accusa-
tions, along with efforts at coer-
cion or misinformation, would
have no impact on the coun-
try’s principled foreign policy.
He stressed that the UAE
remains firmly committed to
safeguarding its sovereignty,
national security, and indepen-
dent decision-making, and
retains all rights under inter-
national law to respond to any
hostile act.

The United Arab Emirates
categorically rejected any alle-
gations or threats targeting its

sovereignty, national security,
or independent decision-mak-
ing, asserting that it “reserves
its full sovereign, legal, diplo-
matic, and military rights to
respond to any threat, allega-
tion, or hostile act.”

He stressed that “attempts at
coercion, levelling accusations,
or promoting malicious claims
will not undermine the UAE’s
principled positions,” reaffirm-
ing that the country will con-
tinue to safeguard its supreme
national interests.

Al Marar noted that since 28
February 2026, the UAE has
been subjected to repeated
attacks that it attributes to
Iran. He said UAE air defences
have intercepted “around 3,000
attacks involving ballistic mis-

siles, cruise missiles, and
drones” targeting civilian and
critical infrastructure, includ-
ing airports, ports, oil facilities,
desalination plants, energy
networks, service facilities,
and residential areas.

He further stated that despite
multiple international and
regional condemnations, Iran
has continued its actions, refer-
ring to United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2817 (2026)
and a resolution adopted by the
United Nations Human Rights
Council, which he said reflect-
ed a “clear international con-
sensus rejecting these attacks.”

The UAE also cited resolu-
tions from the International
Maritime Organization, the
International Civil Aviation
Organization, the International
Telecommunication Union,
and the Food and Agriculture
Organization, stating they col-
lectively condemn attacks on
civilian infrastructure and
threats to global stability.

On maritime security, the
UAE accused Iran of obstruct-
ing key sea routes, warning
that interference in the Strait
of Hormuz constitutes “an act
of piracy” and a serious threat
to global energy security.

Vijay retains home, administration as TN govt finalises porttolio allocation

Chennai (TSIT)

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay has retained key
departments including Home,
Public Administration and
Police, as the newly formed gov-
ernment formally completed the
allocation of portfolios among
ministers sworn in on May 10,
marking an important adminis-
trative step in the functioning of
the state’s new government.

The portfolio allocation was
approved by Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar following
recommendations made by the
Chief Minister.The announce-
ment comes less than a week
after Vijay and his Council of
Ministers assumed office, with
the new administration now
moving towards establishing its
governance structure and policy
priorities.The allocation reflects

the government’s emphasis on
maintaining direct control over
core administrative and law-and-
order matters while distributing
development and sector-specific
responsibilities among cabinet
colleagues.As Chief Minister,
Vijay will oversee a broad range
of departments, including Public
Administration, Police, Home

Affairs, Special Programme
Implementation, Women
Welfare, Youth  Welfare,

Children’s Welfare, welfare of
senior citizens and differently
abled persons, as well as
Municipal Administration and
Urban Water Supply.The deci-
sion places some of the state’s
most influential departments

directly under his supervision.
N. Anand has been entrusted
with Rural Development and
Water Resources, including irri-
gation projects and poverty alle-
viation programmes.

Aadhav Arjuna will head Public
Works and Sports Development,
while Dr K.G. Arunraj has been
assigned Health, Medical Education
and Family Welfare.Senior leader
K.A. Sengottaiyan has taken charge
of Finance, along with pensions and
pension allowances. P.
Venkataramanan has been given
Food and Civil Supplies, while R.
Nirmalkumar will handle Energy
Resources and Law, including elec-
tricity, courts, prisons and legisla-
tive affairs. Rajmohan has been
assigned School Education, Tamil
Development and Information and
Publicity, while Dr T.K. Prabhu will
oversee Natural Resources and
mining-related sectors.

digitalisation in the country
are unprecedented, while
India is also operating the
world’s largest government-
funded health insurance
scheme,” the Prime Minister
stated. Referring to India’s
achievements in science and
technology, PM Modi said
the country has reached
parts of the Moon where no
nation had gone before,
underlining India’s growing

capabilities in space explora-
tion and innovation.

He noted that India is
now home to nearly 125
active unicorns and said
Indian startups are doing
remarkable work in sectors
such as AI, defence and
space technology.
According to the Prime
Minister, the country’s
startup ecosystem has
become the third-largest in

Gadchiroli declared Naxal-free as police
arrest eight Naxals, five surrender

Gadchiroli (TSIT)

In amajor breakthrough against
Left Wing Extremism, police
have declared Maharashtra’s
Gadchiroli district “Naxal-free”
following the arrest of eight
Naxals, including all six armed
cadres active in the district as
per official records, and the sur-
render of five others from neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh.The oper-
ation, codenamed ‘Antim
Prahar’ (Final Strike), was led
by Gadchiroli Superintendent
of Police M Ramesh and jointly
executed by the district police’s
Special Campaign Squad and
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) in the border
areas adjoining Telangana and
Chhattisgarh.

Police said four armed Naxals
were arrested from Telangana,
while four others were appre-
hended from Kumnaar and
Naitala villages near the
Chhattisgarh border, taking the
total number of arrests to eight.
The arrested cadres have been
identified as Raju alias Mangdu
Weko, Jani alias Nagi Yemla,
Jayaram Gawde, Mukesh alias
Lachhu Awalam, Vijay alias
Mangdu Tamo, Rajita alias
Shambatti Madavi, Jyoti alias
Samita Potavi and Aamti alias

Aayti Idma Podiyam.

Of them, Jayaram Gawde, a
resident of Etapalli in
Gadchiroli, is the only local
resident, while the remaining
accused belong to
Chhattisgarh. Addressing a
press conference, SP Ramesh
said that after March 31, only
six armed members of
Company No. 10 remained
active in Gadchiroli district.

One cadre, Moni Madavi, had
surrendered in Chhattisgarh,
while the remaining five were
arrested during the latest opera-
tion. “With this, no armed Naxal
is currently active in Gadchiroli
district,” he said, adding that
the arrested Naxals carried a
combined reward of Rs 64 lakh.
Meanwhile, five Naxals also
surrendered before the police
during the operation. They were
identified as Madhu alias
Rakesh Welada, Jeevan alias
Jaggu Madkam, Rajni alias
Durga Dhurwa, Mangli Kursam
and Laxmi Punem.
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Today, India is dreaming big.
India's youth aspires to propel
the country forward in

the fields of Al and
semiconductors,” the Prime
Minister stated. “India is
home to the world's third-
largest startup ecosystem. Our
startups are doing remarkable
work in Al, defence and
space sector,” PM Modi

the world, driven largely by
the aspirations and innova-
tion of young Indians.
“Aspirations in India are
unlimited, so efforts are
also becoming limitless,”
PM Modi said, stressing
that the country’s youth are
playing a central role in
shaping India’s future
growth story. “India’s prog-
ress is being powered by a
combination of innovation,
entrepreneurship, digital
infrastructure and inclu-
sive development initia-
tives, which are transform-
ing the country at an
unprecedented pace,” the
Prime Minister added.

India’s jaggery
exports value
surge over 106 pc
in 10 years

New Delhi, May 16 : India
accounts for more than 70 per
cent of global jaggery produc-
tion and has seen jaggery
exports rise 106.5 per cent in
value between 2015-16 and
2024-25, the government said

on Saturday. Exports during
April-January 2025-26 reached
450.1 metric tonnes, valued at
$384.4 million, up about 16.5
per cent in volume and 15.9 per
cent in value on a year-on-year
basis, an official statement
said. Complementing this
growth, government initia-
tives such as Pradhan Mantri
Kisan SAMPADA Yojana, PM
Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises
Scheme, and One District One
Product, along with GI tagging,
contributed significantly to
promote value addition,
strengthen rural enterprises,
and enhance export potential.

CBI arrests NTA-appointed teacher from Pune for Biology paper leak

New Delhi (TSIT):

In the NEET UG 2026 exam
scandal, the CBI has arrested
an NTA-appointed senior
Botany teacher from Pune, as
she is suspected to be the co-
mastermind behind the leak of
the Biology question paper, an
official said on Saturday.
Botany teacher Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare is the sec-
ond Pune teacher - after
Chemistry professor P.V.
Kulkarini - to be identified and
arrested after interrogation,
the CBI said in a statement.
She was involved in the
NEET-UG 2026 Examination
process and appointed by the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) as an expert and had
complete access to the Biology
question paper, the CBI said. In

April 2026, she had mobilised
prospective NEET examina-
tion candidates through Pune
consultant Manisha Wagmare,
arrested on May 14, and con-
ducted special coaching classes
for these students at her Pune
residence, the statement said.
During these classes, she
explained and disclosed vari-
ous questions from Biology
and made the students note
down the same in their note-
books and also mark these in
their textbooks, the statement

said. A majority of these ques-
tions tallied with the actual
question paper of the NEET-
UG 2026 examination held on
May 3 and cancelled later, the
probe agency said.

In the last 24 hours, the CBI
conducted searches at six loca-
tions across the country and
seized several incriminating
documents, laptops, bank state-
ments and mobile phones.
Detailed analysis of the seized
items is going on, an official
said. It may be recalled that
CBI registered this case on
May 12 based on the written

complaint given by the
Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of

Education, Government of
India, pertaining to the alleged
paper leak of NEET-UG 2026
Examination.
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SIR in Telangana:
Door to door enumeration
from June 25

Congress Government Rims
to Promote Women
Empowerment: Minister

Jagityala, May 16 (TSIT): State
Social Welfare Minister Adluri
Laxman Kumar said the
Telangana government is com-
mitted to the economic empower-
ment of women while laying the
foundation stones for VO build-
ings in Suddapalli and
Domalakunta  villages of
Pegadapalli mandal on Saturday.

Hyderabad : Telangana
Chief Electoral Officer C
Sudharsan Reddy, IAS,
on Saturday, May 16,
briefed the media on the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of elector-
al rolls to be carried out
in the state, announcing
that house-to-house enu-
meration will begin on
June 25.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at the Conference
Hall, BRKR Bhavan,
Reddy outlined the
detailed schedule and
process for the exercise,
which is part of Phase III
of the nationwide SIR
announced by the
Election Commission of
India on May 14, cover-
ing 16 states and three
Union Territories.

As per the schedule,
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) will conduct
house-to-house enumera-
tion from June 25 to July

24. Each BLO is required
to make at least three vis-
its to every household.
The draft electoral roll
will be published on July
31, following which a
period for filing claims
and objections will
remain open until
August 30.The notice
phase, including issu-
ance, hearing, verifica-
tion, and disposal of
claims and objections by
Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs), will run
concurrently from July
31 to September 28. The
final electoral roll will be
published on October 1.

Telangana

Disabled Students Encouraged to
Move Forward with Confidence:
Warangal Collector

Warangal, May 16 (TSIT):
District Collector Dr.
Satyasarada distributed
115 assistive devices to 99
disabled students at
Government High School,
Shambhunipet, under a
joint initiative by
Aggregant Shiksha
Telangana and ALIMCO
(Disabled Equipment
Corporation) on Saturday.
Addressing the students,
the Collector emphasized
that disabled individuals
should maintain self-confi-
dence and a positive atti-
tude while moving for-

ward in life. She highlight-
ed the government’s men-
tal development centers as
platforms to nurture their
extraordinary talents.

The distributed aids
included braille Kkits,
mobile phones, wheel-
chairs, hearing aids, and
other essential devices.
Officials present included
DEO Rangaiah Naidu,

CMO Dr. K. Srinivas,
DM&HO Dr.
Sambashivarao, along

with school principals,
teachers, parents, and stu-
dents.

Students Should Strive for Higher Goals,
Says Nagarkurnool Collector

Nagarkurnool, May 16
(TSIT): Students should go
beyond textbook learning
and actively participate in
cultural, sports, and cre-
ative activities, said
Nagarkurnool District
Collector Hemanta
Keshav Patil during the
Educational Week cele-
brations on Saturday.
Held at the Collectorate
conference hall as part of
the 99-day Praja Palana
Pragathi Programme, the
event showcased students’
talents through dances,
folk performances, patri-
otic songs, skits, and edu-
cational exhibits. The
Collector  appreciated
Teaching Learning
Materials prepared by stu-
dents and encouraged

them to cultivate leader-
ship, discipline, and social
responsibility alongside
academic learning.

He highlighted gov-
ernment initiatives like
digital education, smart
classrooms, infrastruc-
ture development, and

English-medium
instruction to strength-
en public schools.
Awards and certificates
were distributed to stu-
dents excelling in
essays, quizzes, science
exhibitions, sports, and
cultural competitions.

Naseem Arifi Urdu Media
Awards-2025 Presented at
Telangana Media Academy

Hyderabad,

May 16 (TSIT):

The Naseem

Arifi Urdu

M e di a

Awards-2025

were presented

at a grand cere-

mony at the

Telangana

M e di a

Academy Auditorium,

Nampally, on Saturday.

The awards, instituted in

memory of noted Urdu

journalist late Naseem

Arifi, honour contribu-

tions to Urdu language,

literature, and journalism.
Former Foreign

Secretary Dr. Asaf Saeed,

the chief guest, unveiled a

monograph on Naseem

Arifi and urged young

journalists to work with

dedication and social

responsibility. Telangana

Media Academy Chairman

K. Srinivas Reddy high-
lighted the Academy’s
efforts to document the
lives of senior journalists
for posterity.Lifetime
Achievement Award was
presented to Masooma
Muradabad, while Yameen
Ansari, Mohammad Ali
Mohiuddin, M.D. Fazal
Baig, and Rohini Singh
received the awards in var-
ious categories. The pro-
gramme was attended by
senior journalists, literary
figures, and Urdu media
enthusiasts.

MLA Naini Rajender Reddy Pledges
Full Support to Working Journalists

Hanamkonda, May 16
(TSIT): Warangal West
MLA Naini Rajender

Reddy assured working
journalists of his full sup-
port and commitment to
their welfare during the
TUWJ (IJU) general body

meeting at the
Hanamkonda Press Club
on Saturday.

Speaking at the event,
the MLA emphasized the
critical role of journalists
in strengthening democra-
cy and guiding society. He
promised to facilitate ben-

efits related to government
welfare schemes, health
security, housing, and
accreditation, and pledged
to raise journalists’ issues
with Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy and the state gov-
ernment for swift resolu-
tion.The meeting also
included a one-minute
silence in memory of jour-
nalists who lost their lives
on duty. TUWJ leaders
felicitated MLA Rajender
Reddy for his continued
support.
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Congress to Remain Vigilant During Voter List
Revision: Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

Hyderabad, May 16 (TSIT):
Telangana Roads & Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy stated
that the Congress party would stay
fully alert during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls to ensure no genuine

voter is removed.Speaking at a
Zoom review meeting with AICC
Telangana In-charge Meenakshi
Natarajan, TPCC President
Mahesh Kumar Goud, and AICC
Secretary Sachin Sawant, the
Minister emphasized booth-level
monitoring.

(1

Bengaluru-Mangalore Road, Kushalnagar, Kodagu District. Ph. No. : 08276-274413, E-mail : sbi.40388@sbi.co.in

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13 (2) OF SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND
ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT 2002 (HEREINAFTER CALLED ‘ACT’)

STATE BANK OF INDIA

B.M. Road, Kushalnagar Branch (40388)

DEMAND NOTICE

A notice is hereby given that the following Borrower 1) Mr. Kommu Ravi S/o. Mr. Kommu Pedda Ramulu have defaulted in the
repayment of principal and interest of the loan facility obtained by them from the Bank and the loan accounts have been classified
as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). The notices were issued to them and guarantors under Section 13(2) of Securitization and Re-
construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 on their last known addresses, but they have been
returned unserved and as such they are hereby informed by way of this public notice.

Demand Notice : 06.05.2026

Name and Address of the Borrower/s : Mr. Kommu Ravi S/o. Mr. Kommu Pedda Ramulu, Residing at : # 7-23/1, Harijanavad,
Ramannapeta, Nalagonda, Telangana-508113, Also at : # Flat 8211, 2nd Floor, 8H Block, 1 Wing, Najapriya Metropolis,
Ermragadda, Sanathnagar, Telangana, Hydarabad-500018.

1) Account No's. : HL-43753615099/SARFAESI/DN/2026-27

Amount outstanding (As on the date of notice) : Rs. 58,42,903/- (Rupees Fifty Eight Lakh Fourty Two Thousand
Nine Hundres Three Only) as on 06.05.2026 and you are also liable to pay interest and other charges from 06.05.2026
at the contractual rate on the aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. thereon.
Equitable Mortgage of Immovable Property : Part-ll : Part | : All that part and parcel of the Property Sy. No. 25/*/2,
25114, 25115, 25116, 25,19, 25/*110, PID No. 152200602108621611, Property No. 503/38, with in the limit of Bylakuppe
Grama Panchayath of land and building Measuring : East to West : (12.23+11.65)/2 and North to South : 8.14 Meters,
Total Measuring 109.13 Sq. Meters. Property situated at Bylakuppe Village, Bylakuppe Gramapanchayath, Periyapattana
Taluk, Mysuru District. Property standing in the name of Mr. Kommu Ravi. Bounded on : East by : Road, West by :
Property in Sy. Mo. 7, North by : Site No. 39, South by : Site No. 37.

(Registered sale deel, vide document number BTP-1-04160-2024-25)

NPA Date : 02.05.2026

The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice. The above Borrower /Guarantors/mortgagors are hereby called upon
to make payment of outstanding amount within 60 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which further steps will be
taken after expiry of 60 days from the date of this notice under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002.

The borrowers/guarantors/ mortgagors attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available to redeem the secured assets.

Date : 06.05.2026
Place : Madikeri

Sd/- Authorised Officer, State Bank of India
Kushalnagar Branch
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T-Consult Seeks CID Probe Over Alleged Shivanth Reddy Leads Youth
False Investment Claims, Harassment

Hyderabad TSIT:
T-Consult Global Pvt Ltd
has approached
Telangana Police and CID
authorities seeking inves-
tigation and protection
over alleged false finan-
cial claims, intimidation,
harassment of women
directors, reputational
targeting, and misuse of
company identity by
Challa Narendra Reddy.
The complaint filed by
the company has been
registered under Petition
No. CYB/RDR_
CYB/150526/01888 and
assigned to an enquiry
officer for further investi-
gation. In connection
with the issue, T-Consult

directors met CID Chief
Charu Sinha and submit-
ted a formal complaint.

According to the com-
pany, Challa Narendra
Reddy was inducted only
as a minority sharehold-
er with officially docu-
mented participation.
T-Consult stated that his
recorded investment was
around 8.75 lakh towards
a 1 percent shareholding
through formal banking
channels and reflected in
statutory and financial
records.

The company alleged
that despite this, claims
of investments worth 3
crore to 3.5 crore, includ-
ing alleged cash and for-

FOR
ADVERTISMENT
PLEASE
CONTACT:
9948480279,
7330778889

eign transactions, were
later made without legal-
ly sustainable supporting
evidence such as bank
records, remittance docu-
ments, audited entries,
board approvals, share-
holder agreements, ROC
filings, or cash acknowl-
edgements.

T-Consult further stat-
ed that there is no legally
enforceable document or
corporate approval sup-
porting the alleged claims
of 25 percent sharehold-
ing, directorship, or man-
agement control.

The complaint also
alleged that after the com-
pany declined what it
described as unsupported
demands for additional
shareholding and man-
agement rights, attempts
were made to create pres-
sure through circulation
of allegations among
media circles, startup
ecosystem stakeholders,
institutional contacts,
business associates, and
networks associated with
T-Hub and other innova-
tion platforms.

Telangana

Congress Protest Against
NEET-2026 Paper Leak

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana
Youth Congress State General
Secretary and Mahabubnagar
district in-charge Shivanth
Reddy led a protest at the
Mahabubnagar district head-
quarters condemning the alleged
NEET-2026 question paper leak
and accusing the Central
Government of negligence.As
part of the protest, Youth
Congress activists burnt an effi-
gy of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and raised slogans demand-
ing justice for students affected
by the controversy. Protesters
also carried placards highlight-
ing concerns over repeated
examination paper leaks across

the country.Addressing the gath-
ering, Shivanth Reddy said the
NEET paper leak had pushed the
future of nearly 22 lakh students
into uncertainty. He alleged that
students who worked tirelessly
day and night for the examina-
tion were suffering because of
the failure of the Modi
Government to ensure a trans-
parent and secure examination
system.He stated that 89 paper
leaks had taken place across the
country during the last ten years
and examinations had to be con-
ducted again on 48 occasions,
which he described as proof of
the Centre’s inefficiency in han-
dling the education system.

Land Grabbing Allegations Emerge in
Pothireddypalli; Farmers Demand Action

Sangareddy, May 16
(TSIT): Allegations of
large-scale encroachment
and illegal sale of govern-
ment-assigned lands have
surfaced in
Pothireddypalli village,
Sangareddy district.
Victims claim that land
mafias, real estate firms,
political leaders, and some
revenue officials colluded
to grab lands originally
allotted to poor farmers.

Around 75 acres, includ-
ing Survey Nos. 153, 154,
155, and 161, are reported-

active dispute. Families
allege that a real estate
firm, TJR Infrastructure,
removed boundary stones
and began construction
without consent, while
officials allegedly issued
NOCs to facilitate illegal

immediate cancellation of
all NOCs, a probe by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau,
and strict action against
officials involved. They
warned of pursuing legal
remedies and meeting
Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy to reclaim their
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ly affected, with 52 acres conversions.
in Survey No. 153 under Farmers demanded lands.

BHUMI PUJA FOR THE
STATUE OF CONSTITUTION MAKER
DR. BR AMBEDKAR

Balasamudram, May 16, TSIT
;A Bhumi Puja programme
was held to install the statue
of Constitution maker Dr. BR
Ambedkar adjacent to the
premises of Greater Warangal
Press Club. TUWJ(JU) State
President and General
Secretary K Virahath Ali and
Ramnarayana performed
Bhumi Puja for the unveiling
of Dr BR Ambedkar statue.

Greater Warangal Press Club
President Vemula Nagaraju came
forward to set up the statue with
his own money. It has been
announced that soon the idol
unveiling programme will be
organized on a large scale. State
Vice President Gadipelli Madhu,
State Housing Welfare Convenor
Vallala Venkataramana, State
officials Kankanala Santhosh,
District President Gaddam
Rajireddy, Secretary Thota
Sudhakar, Press Club President
Vemula Nagaraju, Secretary
Bollaram Sadaiah, Treasurer
Bolla Amar, Vice President Durga
Prasad, Joint Secretaries
Vishnuvardhan, MD Nayimpasha
Union leaders and journalists
participated.

MLAS PAY COURTESY
CALL ON TGSGDCFL CHAIRMAN
SARITA-TIRUPATHIAH

Wanaparthy (TSIT):
Wanaparthy MLA Thudi
Megha Reddy, Mahabubnagar
MLA Yennem Srinivas
Reddy, Devarakadra MLA
Madhusudan Reddy, and
Nagarkarnool MLA Rajesh
Reddy from Sarita-
Tirupattaya joint
Mahabubnagar district, who
took over as the new chair-
man of Telangana State Sheep
and Goats Development
Cooperative Federation
(TGSGDCFL), paid a courtesy
call at her office in Hyderabad
on Saturday.
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TRIBUTES PAID TO BAHUJAN LEADER MAROJU
VEERANNA ON DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Jogulamba Gadwal, TSIT:
Rich tributes were paid to
renowned Bahujan revolu-
tionary and Telangana
movement ideologue
Maroju Veeranna on his
death anniversary at his
native village Karivirala
Kothagudem in
Tungaturthi mandal,
Suryapet district. A memo-
rial programme was orga-
nized at Veeranna’s statue,
attended by leaders and
activists of the Telangana
Rajyadhikara Party, fami-
ly members of martyrs,
and local residents.
Telangana Rajyadhikara
Party State General

Secretary Vemulawada
Madan Mohan paid floral
tributes and lauded
Veeranna’s lifelong strug-
gle for Bahujan self-
respect, social justice, and
annihilation of caste. He
described Veeranna as a
visionary who blended
Marxist, Leninist, and
Ambedkarite ideologies to
build a socially empow-
ered Telangana.

Born in 1962, Veeranna
emerged as a student
leader at Osmania
University and later
played a pivotal role in

Telangana/Vijayawada

movements. He founded

the Telangana
Mahasabha, the
Communist Party of
United States of India,
Dalit Bahujan
Mahasabha, Mahajana
Front, and the Bahujan
Prajatantra Vidyarthi

Samakhya to unite mar-
ginalized communities
and advance Bahujan
political power.Madan
Mohan reaffirmed that the
Telangana Rajyadhikara
Party would continue
Veeranna’s mission of
securing political rights

MAHBUBNAGAR OFFICIALS DIRECT MISSION-MODE GRAIN
COLLECTION, DODDU TYPE TO BE PRIORITIZED

Mahbubnagar, May 16
(TSIT): Revenue
Additional Collector
J.L.B. Haripriya has
directed officials and rice
millers to accelerate grain
collection in the district
in mission mode, empha-
sizing the immediate pro-
curement of doddu-type
grain by boiled rice mill-
ers according to their
milling  capacity.The
directive came during a
review meeting at the

District Collector’s NIC
conference hall with
boiled rice millers, civil
supplies department offi-
cials, and lorry transport
contractors. Haripriya
highlighted that 75 rice

millers, including
60 raw rice and 15
boiled rice millers,
are actively
involved in the
collection process.
Boiled rice millers
were urged to
import doddu grain with-
out delay, while the num-
ber of porters and lorries
at purchase centers was
to be increased to expe-
dite loading and transpor-
tation.

EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT YOUTH CAMP-6
LAUNCHED AT IIT TIRUPATI

Erpedu, May 16 (TSIT): The six-day Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Youth Camp-6
was inaugurated at IIT Tirupati on
Saturday, with District Collector Dr. S.

Dalit, backward class,
and Telangana statehood

FORMER THRC CHAIRMAN JUSTICE
G. CHANDRAIAH DIES AT 72

Mancherial, May 16 (TSIT):
Former Telangana State
HumanRights Commission
(THRC) Chairman and
retired High Court judge
Justice G. Chandraiah
passed away on Thursday
at a private hospital in
Hyderabad. He was 72 and
had been suffering from a
respiratory-related illness.
Born in 1954 in Thimmapur
village, Mancherial dis-
trict, Justice Chandraiah
pursued LLB and LLM
degrees from Osmania
University before begin-
ning his legal practice in
1980. He served as
Government Pleader,
member of the High Court
Legal Services Committee,
and the first Chairman of
the Telangana Legal
Services Authority.
Elevated as a judge of the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court in 2006, he was
known for his balanced

LOCAL (CHANDRAGIRI) MLA SRI PULIVARTHI NANI DISCUSSING VARIOUS DEVELOPMENT WORKS IN
CHANDRAGIRI CONSTITUENCY WITH DISTRICT COLLECTOR DR. S. VENKATESWAR.

judgments and commit-
ment to the rights of the
underprivileged.

After retiring in 2016, he
became the first Chairman
of the Telangana State
HumanRights Commission
in 2019. His demise has
evoked widespread grief
across the legal fraternity
and human rights commu-
nity. His last rites will be
held at Maha Prasthanam
crematorium, Hyderabad,
on Sunday.

and social justice for SCs,
STs, BCs, and minorities.

Comprehensive Plan Needed
for Indira Mahila Dairy

Khammam (TSIT): A comprehensive action plan
should be prepared for effective implementation of
the Indira Mahila Dairy programme and steps must
be taken to make it self-sustainable within two
years, District Collector Divakara TS said.
Reviewing the programme with officials at the
Collectorate on Saturday, the Collector instructed
officials to identify eligible beneficiaries after
release of funds and prepare plans for grounding
livestock units in a phased manner.

He directed officials to coordinate with higher
authorities of SC, ST and Minority Welfare depart-
ments for early release of funds and ensure continu-
ous monitoring so that funds are utilised properly
without any wastage. The Collector said infrastruc-
ture works required at village and mandal levels
should be taken up simultaneously and administra-
tive approvals for works under the employment
guarantee scheme should be obtained immediately.
He also instructed officials to ensure quality con-
struction of cattle sheds and explore installation of
solar systems for eligible beneficiaries in coordina-
tion with REDCO authorities. Divakara TS further
directed officials to assess the quantity of milk
required daily at each BMC to achieve break-even
and prepare a detailed plan on milk procurement,
marketing and financial management by next
Tuesday.

Venkateswar and IIT Tirupati Director
Dr. A. Satyanarayana presiding over the

event. The programme brings together
around 50 graduate and postgraduate stu-
dents from Maharashtra to experience
Andhra Pradesh’s culture, education, and

development

initiatives.

During the camp, students will visit prom-
inent sites in Tirupati district, including
Tirumala Venkateswara Swamy Temple,
Sri Kalahasti Temple, Sri City Industrial

Centre,

Sriharikota Rocket Launch
Centre, SV University, and Sri Padmavati
Mahila Visvavidyalayam. Additionally,
they will spend two days in Amaravati
observing infrastructure, universities,
and ongoing development projects.

FOCUS ON HIGHER EDUCATION AFTER SSC:
COLLECTOR KHUSHBOO GUPTA

Mahbubnagar, May 15: As part
of the 99-day Prajapalana Pragati
Pranalika  activities, the
Education Department organized
an awards ceremony during
Education Week at the District
Collector’s office on Friday.
District Collector Khushboo
Gupta and Mayor Gummala
Mamata felicitated students and
principals who excelled academi-
cally and in sports.Nine district
toppers—three each from SSC,
Intermediate, and sports—
received Rs. 10,000 cash prizes,
medals, and certificates.
Principals of 57 government
schools achieving 100 percent
SSC pass rates were also hon-
ored, and top-performing stu-
dents from these schools were
recognized. Collector Khushboo
Gupta praised the collective
efforts of students, teachers, and
principals in achieving a 92.7 per-
cent SSC pass rate in the district.
She emphasized that students,
especially girls, should focus on
higher education after SSC and

continue their studies without
interruption.  Mandal-wise
awareness programs will be con-
ducted to highlight opportunities
in intermediate, degree, and IT
courses. Mayor Mamata noted
that SSC exams are the first step
in a student’s life and encour-
aged students to take full
advantage of quality education
in  government schools.
Certificates and medals were
presented to achievers from
180 schools. District Education
Officer Praveen Kumar, Youth
Sports Officer Rajasekhar
Reddy, CMO Sudhakar Reddy,
AMO Srinivas, GCDO Ashra
Qadri, and other officials
attended the program.

HUSNABAD COLLECTOR ORDERS STRICT ADHERENCE
TO GRAIN UNLOADING TARGETS AT MILLS

Husnabad, May 16

(TSIT): District
Collector K.
Haimavathi has

issued strict instruc-
tions to mill owners
to ensure that grain
is unloaded at desig-
nated mills in line
with assigned tar-
gets. The directive
was reinforced dur-
ing her field inspection of
Shanmukha Industries,

Gauri Shankar Agro
Industries, and Pavana
Sutha Industries in

Pandilla village, Husnabad
Mandal.

The Collector empha-
sized that paddy procure-

Awareness Rally Held in Visakhapatnam
on National Dengue Day

The South India Times,

Visakhapatnam An
awareness rally was orga-
nized in Visakhapatnam
on Saturday on the occa-
sion of National Dengue
Day under the aegis of the

District Medical and
Health Department.
District Medical and

Health Officer Dr. P.
Jagadeeshwara Rao and
Zonal Malaria Officer Dr.
B. Prabhavathi jointly
flagged off the rally. The
rally proceeded from the
District Medical and
Health Office via Satyam
Junction. Speaking on the
occasion, Dr. P.
Jagadeeshwara Rao said
that the first dengue case
in Andhra Pradesh was
reported in
Visakhapatnam in 1964.
He explained that dengue
is spread through Aedes
aegypti mosquitoes and
warned people to seek

immediate medical atten-
tion if they experience
symptoms such as high
fever, severe headache,
joint and muscle pain,
vomiting, and low blood
pressure. He stressed the
importance of maintain-
ing clean surroundings
and observing “Dry Day-—
Friday” practices to pre-
vent dengue. Dr. B.
Prabhavathi, Zonal
Malaria Officer, said that

National Dengue Day is
observed every year on
May 16 to create aware-
ness among the public. She
advised people to keep
their homes and workplac-
es clean, use mosquito
nets, and prevent water
stagnation to stop mosqui-
to Dbreeding. District
Malaria Officer Vara
Prasad Reddy said that
this year’s Dengue Day
theme is “CCC - Check,

Clean, Cover.” He urged
people to regularly clean
coolers, water containers,
and overhead tanks and
ensure that no stagnant
water remains in discard-
ed items such as tyres,
bottles, and coconut shells.
District programme offi-
cers, GVMC Biologist G.
Sambamurthy, malaria
staff, and health depart-
ment personnel participat-
ed in the rally.

ment in the district is pro-
ceeding smoothly and
urged mill owners to coop-
erate fully to prevent grain
spoilage during unseason-
al rains, using locally
available tractors and
vehicles for transport. She
instructed the deployment
of sufficient hamalis

(laborers) in shifts
and tasked local
Tahsildars with
mobilizing laborers
from nearby villages
to avoid delays.
Haimavathi also
directed that mill
acknowledgment,
truck sheet genera-
tion, and OPMS
uploads be completed
promptly. Revenue offi-
cials have been appointed
to monitor the process and
ensure efficient opera-
tions. RDO Ramamurthy,
ACP Sadanandam, and
Tahsildar Lakshma Reddy
accompanied the Collector
during the inspection.

Electric Bus Donated to TTD

Tirumala, 16 May 2026:
Chairman of Vara
Future LLP, Chennai,
Sri Vardhaman Jain
donated an Olectra
electric bus to TTD on
Saturday morning.

On this occasion, the
donor performed spe-
cial prayers for the bus
in front of the sacred
temple of Sri
Venkateswara and
handed over the bus
documents and keys to
TTD Additional EO Sri
Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary.

Later, the Additional

EO travelled in the bus
along with the donor
and appreciated him,
stating that the bus
would provide a very
comfortable travel
experience for pil-
grims. The bus will be
utilized as a free trans-
portation service for
the convenience of dev-
otees in Tirumala.
Among those present
were Temple Dy EO Sri
Lokanatham, former
TTD Board Member Sri
D.P. Anantha, and
Tirumala Transport DI
Sri. Krishnaiah.
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Husnabad Collector Urges Farmers to
Prioritize Fine-Grain Paddy for Kharif Season

Husnabad, May 16 (TSIT): District Collector K.
Haimavathi has called upon farmers to focus on cultivat-
ing fine-grain paddy during the upcoming Kharif season.
The appeal was made dur-

ing her inspection of the

paddy procurement pro-

cess at the Agriculture

Market Committee ware-

house in Husnabad town.

The Collector noted that

paddy from Husnabad

and Akkannapet mandals

is currently stored in two warehouses at the Market
Committee premises, each with a capacity of 5,000 metric
tonnes. She directed the relocation of gunny bags from
one warehouse to create space for additional procure-
ment and emphasized measures to ensure porters
(Hamalis) work only within the warehouse premises.

PJTSAU Holds “Scientists at Farmers’
Doorstep” Programme in Palem

Wanaparthy, May 16 (TSIT): As part of the 99 Days Praja
Palana Pragathi Programme, Professor Jayashankar
Telangana Agricultural University (PJTSAU) organized
a “Scientists at Farmers’ Doorstep” awareness pro-
gramme at Rythu Vedika in Palem village, Kothakota
Mandal. The initiative saw participation from farmers,
village Sarpanches, Deputy Sarpanches, and agricultural
officials including Chief

Scientist Dr. Padmashri,

Agronomy Scientist Dr.

Shobha Rani, and
Mandal Agricultural
Officer Jasmine.Dr.
Padmashri advised farm-

ers on reducing exces-

sive urea usage and

adopting balanced fertil-

izer practices to lower cultivation costs and improve soil
health. She also emphasized the proper and timely use of
pesticides and fungicides to enhance crop quality effi-
ciently.Mandal Agricultural Officer Jasmine encouraged
crop diversification and cultivation of paddy varieties
with better market demand. Dr. Shobha Rani highlighted
the benefits of organic farming, urging farmers to mini-
mize chemical usage for improved soil fertility and supe-
rior-quality produce.

Online Darshan and Accommodation
Quota for August

Tirumala, 16 May 2026: The details regarding the online
quota of various arjita sevas, darshans and accommoda-
tion to be released by the TTD for the month of August are
as follows: Srivari Arjitha Seva tickets (Suprabhatam,
Thomala, Archana, and Ashtadala Padapadmaradhana
Seva) on May 18th at 10AM.

Registration for these Seva tickets via the Electronic
Dip system will be open online until 10AM on May 20.

Tickets will be allotted to those who successfully make
the payment between May 20 and 12noon on May 22.

TTD will release the online quota for Kalyanam, Unjal
Seva, Arjitha Brahmotsavam, and Sahasra Deepalankara
Seva tickets on May 21 at 10AM. Similarly, the tickets
related to annual Pavitrotsavams (23-08-26 to 25-08-26) will
also be released on May 21 at 10AM, while the Virtual
Sevas and their corresponding Darshan slots on May 21
at 3PM. The online quota for Anga Pradakshinam tokens
will be released on May 23 at 10 AM and Srivani Trust
Darshan tickets at 11AM, for the elderly, differently-
abled, and those suffering from chronic illnesses, the at
3PM.

The Special Entry Darshan tickets will be released on
May 25 at 10AM and for accommodation in Tirumala and
Tirupati will be released online on the 25th at 3:00 PM.
Devotees are requested to book Srivaru’s Arjitha Sevas
and Darshan tickets through the website https://ttdev-
asthanams.ap.gov.in.

Grand Annual Brahmotsavams of
Sri Govindaraja Swamy from May 23

TTD EO Muddada Ravi
Chandra unveiled the invi-
tation posters of the annual
Brahmotsavams of Sri
Govindaraja Swamy Temple
on Saturday. The
Brahmotsavams will be held
from May 23 to 31 with spiri-
tual grandeur and elaborate
arrangements for devotees.
Garuda Seva on May 27 and
Rathotsavam on May 30 will

be the major attractions.
The EO instructed offi-
cials to ensure smooth
arrangements, decorative
illumination, flower decora-
tions, LED displays and
devotee-friendly facilities
during the festival. Daily
Vahana Sevas and spiritual
cultural programmes will
also be organised through-
out the Brahmotsavams.

Grand Response to
“Sri Srinivasa Divyanugraha

Visesha Homam”

TTD’sspiritually significant “SriSrinivasaDivyanugraha
Visesha Homam” being conducted daily at Alipiri is
receiving overwhelming response from devotees. The
divine Homam, performed amid Vedic chants from 9 am
to 11 am every day, offers devotees an opportunity to seek
the blessings of Lord Venkateswara. Couples participat-
ing in the Homam will also be provided with Special
Entry Darshan. To accommodate more devotees, TTD is
constructing a permanent and spacious Yagashala at a
cost of Rs.7 crore with seating capacity for 500 grihasthas
at a time. Devotees can participate in the Homam on spe-
cial occasions like birthdays and wedding anniversaries
by booking tickets online through https:// ttdevast-
hanams.ap.gov.in.
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India makes first-ever Captagon seizure worth Rs 182
crore under 'Operation RAGEPILL': HM Shah

New Delhi, May 16 :
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
said enforcement agen-
cies have made India’s
first-ever seizure of
Captagon, a banned
synthetic stimulant,
commonly referred to
as the "Jihadi Drug",
valued at Rs 182 crore.

In a post on X, Shah
said the seizure was
made under “Operation
Ragepill” and described
it as a major step in the
Centre’s anti-narcotics
campaign. He said the
consignment was des-
tined for the Middle
East and confirmed
that a foreign national
had been arrested in
connection with the
case.

“Modi govt is
resolved for a ‘Drug-
Free India’. Glad to
share that through
‘OperationRAGEPILL’,
our agencies have
achieved the first-ever
seizure of Captagon,
the so-called ‘Jihadi
Drug’, worth Rs 182
crore," he said in a
post. He noted that the
operation reflected the
government’s “zero tol-
erance against drugs”
policy and reiterated
that authorities would
act against narcotics
trafficking through or
into India. “I repeat we
will clamp down on

every gram of drugs
entering India or leav-
ing the country using
our territory as the
transit route,” Shah
said while congratulat-
ing officers of the
Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB).
Captagon is a banned
stimulant that has been

linked internationally
to organised crime and
conflict zones in parts
of West Asia.

Indian authorities
have in recent years
intensified monitoring
of synthetic drugs and
transnational narcot-
ics networks operating
through maritime and

South/Nation

air cargo routes.

The latest seizure
comes amid a series of
major anti-drug opera-
tions highlighted by
Shah over the past
year.Earlier this
month, the NCB seized
349 kg of high-grade
cocaine worth Rs 1,745
crore in Mumbai after

uncovering what Shah
described as a major
international narcotics
ring.

The agency said the
operation followed a
“bottom-to-top” inves-
tigation strategy trac-
ing a smaller consign-
ment to a larger net-
work.

In another operation
announced previously
by Shah, the NCB
recovered high-grade
cocaine, ganja and can-
nabis gummies in
Mumbai in a seizure
estimated to be worth
around Rs 200 crore.

Investigators said
the syndicate involved
overseas operators and
international courier
routes.

According to reports,
the NCB seized more
than 1.33 lakh kg of
narcotic substances
worth nearly Rs 1,980
crore in 2025 and
arrested 994 traffick-
ers, including 25 for-
eign nationals, in 447
cases across the coun-
try. Speaking at an
anti-narcotics event on
Friday, Shah said, "The
government had pre-
pared a roadmap to
make India drug-free
by 2047, and no narcot-
ics consignment should
be allowed to enter or
transit through Indian
territory."

SRM University-AP to
Establish Quantum Secure
Communications Test
Bed with C-DOT

Amaravati, May 16 (TSIT):
SRM University-AP,
Amaravati, in collaboration
with the Centre for
Development of Telematics
(C-DOT) and Amaravati
Quantum Valley, will estab-
lish a state-of-the-art Quantum
Security Test Bed for commu-
nications and cyberspace. The
initiative, launched ahead of
World Telecommunication
and Information Society Day
on May 17, aims to strengthen
India’s quantum-secure com-
munication systems, cyber
resilience, and next-genera-
tion digital infrastructure.

As the first university in
India with a dedicated quan-
tum laboratory, SRM
University-AP is emerging as
a national hub for quantum
science and deep-tech innova-
tion. The test bed will leverage
C-DOT’s expertise in Quantum
Key Distribution (QKD), Post-
Quantum Cryptography
(PQC), AI, and next-genera-
tion telecom networks, offer-
ing a platform for research,
testing, and innovation in
quantum cryptography, dis-
tributed quantum computing,
and secure communication
networks.The initiative aligns
with the National Quantum
Mission and reinforces
Andhra Pradesh’s position
as a centre for frontier tech-
nologies. SRM University-AP
and Amaravati Quantum
Valley aim to advance India’s
technological sovereignty
and global leadership in
quantum security.
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HEAVY MENSTRUAL BLEEDING ‘NOT
NORMAL, SAY EXPERTS AT FIBROIDS
SUMMIT IN HYDERABAD

Hyderabad, May 16:
Experts at the Asian
Leadership Summit on
Fibroids, which began in
the city on Saturday,
stressed that heavy men-
strual bleeding should not
be considered normal and
often signals underlying
conditions such as uterine
fibroids.

The two-day scientific
meet, attended by over 350
national and international
gynaecologists, is being
hosted by Dr Rooma Sinha
of Apollo Hospitals. The
summit focuses on innova-
tion, early diagnosis and
advanced treatment strat-
egies in fibroid care.
Inaugurating the event, Dr
Sangita Reddy highlighted
that many women silently
endure prolonged bleed-
ing, fatigue and anaemia
without seeking medical
help. Citing NFHS-5 data,

Vishaka City Police Crack Woman
Murder Case Within Two Hours

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : City Police
successfully cracked the sensa-
tional murder and robbery
casereported at Akkayyapalem
within just two hours and
arrested the accused. The
details were disclosed by
Visakhapatnam Crime DCP K.
Latha Madhuri during a media
conference held at the Police
Commissioner’s Office on
Friday evening. According to
the police, the victim, Pilla
Parvathi (53), a resident of PRK
Naga Anand Apartments in
Srinivasa Nagar, was brutally
murdered on Thursday eve-
ning. The accused was identi-

fied as Gannavarapu Ramu
(53), who had rented a shop
belonging to the victim’s hus-
band and was running a salon
business there.The DCP stated
that immediately after receiv-
ing information about the inci-
dent, police teams led by ACP

Crimes Bhavya Reddy, along
with East Zone Crime staff and
the Clues Team, rushed to the
spot and launched an investiga-
tion. Based on CCTV footage
from the apartment premises.,
the accused was identified and
special teams were formed to

Hypertension, a silent killer among
youth in India: Experts

Hyderabad, May 16, 2026:
Hypertension, once consid-
ered a health condition large-
ly associated with old age, is
now increasingly being
detected among individuals
in the 20-30 age group,
emerging as a major public
health concern worldwide.
According to global esti-
mates, nearly 1.4 billion peo-
ple are living with high blood
pressure, but only one in
four has the condition under
control. In India, nearly 220
million people are estimated
to suffer from hypertension,
while only about 12 per cent
have their blood pressure
adequately managed. Recent
studies have revealed alarm-
ing trends, indicating that
one in every ten individuals
in the 18-25 age group is
already affected by hyperten-
sion. Cases are rising rapid-
ly, particularly among urban
youth exposed to prolonged
work stress and unhealthy
lifestyles. Medical experts
also noted a growing preva-
lence of blood pressure-relat-
ed disorders among children
and teenagers globally.

Marking "World
Hypertension Day",
Kamineni Hospitals, LB
Nagar, organised a special
awareness programme on
Saturday under this year’s
theme, “Controlling
Hypertension Together”.
Doctors highlighted the
growing burden of hyperten-
sion among young adults due
to modern lifestyle patterns,
stress, sleep deprivation, and
unhealthy dietary habits.
They stressed that early
detection, regular health
check-ups, and lifestyle mod-

ifications can help prevent
serious complications such
as heart attacks and strokes.
Speaking on the occasion,
Kamineni Hospitals Senior
Consultant Cardiologist and
HOD Dr. A. Ravikanth said
that hypertension has
become one of the fastest-
growing health concerns
among the younger popula-
tion. “Excessive screen time,
inadequate sleep, junk food
consumption, high salt
intake, chronic stress, work
pressure, lack of physical
activity, smoking, and alco-
hol consumption are contrib-
uting to increased blood
pressure levels even before
the age of 30. This, in turn, is
raising the risk of heart
attacks at a much younger
age. Hypertension is often
referred to as a ‘silent killer’
because it may not show
symptoms in the early stag-
es. It is also a major risk fac-
tor for heart disease, stroke,
and Kkidney complications.
Regular blood pressure mon-
itoring and adoption of a
healthy lifestyle are there-
fore essential,” he said.
Consultant interventional
cardiologist Dr. G. Shiva
Prasad said negligence
towards hypertension could

lead to severe cardiac com-
plications at a young age.
“Mental stress and anxiety
are significantly affecting
the health of today’s youth.
Individuals with a family
history of hypertension
should remain particularly
cautious. If detected early,
hypertension can be effec-
tively controlled through
lifestyle changes and appro-
priate treatment. Greater
awareness through collec-
tive efforts by families, doc-
tors, and society is essential
to tackle the condition effec-
tively,” he noted.
Consultant cardiologist
Dr. Shashidhar Madaka
observed that despite mil-
lions of people suffering from
hypertension globally, many
remain unaware of their con-
dition. “The increasing prev-
alence of hypertension
among young people is a mat-
ter of serious concern.
Engaging in at least 3045
minutes of physical activity
daily, reducing salt intake,
ensuring adequate sleep, and
managing stress can signifi-
cantly lower the risk of
hypertension. A healthy life-
style remains the best
defence against high blood
pressure,” he said.

trace him.Police apprehended
the accused at Visakhapatnam
Railway Station while he was
allegedly attempting to flee to
Hyderabad with the stolen gold
ornaments.During interroga-
tion, the accused reportedly
confessed that he was facing
severe financial problems. As
he had pending shop rent dues
for the past three months, fre-
quent demands for payment
by the victim led to growing
anger. Taking advantage of
the woman being alone at
home, he allegedly entered the
house, argued with her over
the rent issue, and strangled
her to death.

she noted that nearly 57
per cent of Indian women
are anaemic, with heavy
menstrual bleeding a key
contributor.

A fireside discussion
featuring journalist Uma
Sudhir and entrepreneur
Upasana Kamineni
Konidela emphasised
informed choice in treat-
ment, noting that fibroid
diagnosis does not always
require hysterectomy and
that uterus-preserving
options are available.

Sessions covered robot-
ic surgery, minimally
invasive procedures,
Al-assisted imaging and
fertility-preserving tech-
niques. As part of the sum-
mit, a ‘Red Strength Walk’
will be held on May 17 to
raise awareness on
fibroids, anaemia and the
need for timely medical
intervention.

Central Bank of India Holds Mega MSME Credit
Outreach Programme in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, May 16 (TSIT):
Central Bank of India organ-
ised a Mega MSME Credit
Outreach Programme in
Hyderabad to promote entre-
preneurship, support MSMEs,
and create awareness about
financial assistance schemes.
Shri M. V. Murali Krishna,
Executive Director of the bank,
assured entrepreneurs of time-
ly, simplified, and customer-
friendly credit support for
startups, women entrepre-
neurs, and self-employed youth.
International badminton cham-

pion Saina Nehwal, participating as
Guest of Honour, inspired attendees
to pursue their business goals with

dedication and confidence.

Yashoda Hospitals Hosts Successful
Deccan Arthroplasty Summit 2026 on
Robotic Joint Replacement

Hyderabad, May 16,
2026:Yashoda Hospitals-
Secunderabad successfully inau-
gurated the prestigious two-day
national scientific conference
and live workshop,“Deccan
Arthroplasty Summit 2026,”at
Hotel Marigold, Hyderabad
today the summit focuses on the
latest advancements in Robotic-
Assisted Joint Replacement
Surgery, Complex Trauma
Management, Sports Medicine,
and Arthroplasty. The confer-
ence aims to provide awareness
and knowledge on cutting-edge
technological  innovations,
advanced surgical techniques,
and best practices in patient care
in the field of orthopedics. The
summit was inaugurated by Dr.
Pavan Gorukanti, Director,
Yashoda Hospitals, who attend-
ed the event as the Chief Guest.

The two-day national-level
conference, being held on May 16
and 17, is bringing together more
than 500 renowned orthopaedic
surgeons and joint replacement
specialists from across the coun-
try. Along with postgraduate
medical students, healthcare

professionals, and delegates also
participating in the summit and
discussing the latest develop-
ments and emerging trends in
arthroplasty.

Speaking on the occasion
Yashoda Hospitals Director Dr.
Pavan Gorukanti said, “Through
Deccan Arthroplasty Summit
2026, Yashoda Hospitals aims to
further advance orthopedic edu-
cation, surgical excellence, and
academic collaboration. This
summit provides an excellent
platform for experienced sur-
geons, young orthopedic special-
ists, and healthcare profession-
als to come together and
exchange knowledge on the most
advanced techniques in joint
replacement surgery.

He further added that the live
surgeries, expert discussions,
and interactive sessions con-
ducted during the summit
would greatly benefit young
doctors by offering valuable
insights into modern surgical
procedures, precision-based
treatments, and advanced tech-
nologies that improve patient
outcomes”.

Entrepreneurs engaged directly
with senior bank officials on collat-
eral-free loans, GST-linked financ-
ing, Mudra schemes, working capi-

tal, and business expan-
sion finance. Officials
highlighted special pro-
visions for women-led
businesses and the hospi-
tality sector, emphasiz-
ing flexible repayment
options and faster loan
processing.The pro-
gramme also showcased
digital banking services
and CGTMSE-backed
schemes. Senior bank
officials and representa-
tives from MSME
Development Institute

and TGIIC were present to guide
participants on leveraging institu-
tional finance for sustainable growth
and employment generation.

Lifestyle Stress Driving Early Hypertension,
Say Doctors at CARE Hospitals

Hyderabad, May 16, 2026:
India’s cardiovascular risk
profile is undergoing a wor-
rying shift, hypertension,
once largely associated
with older adults, is now
increasingly being detected
among people in their 30s
and early 40s. Doctors warn
that this silent progression
is becoming one of the most
under-recognised public
health challenges in urban
India.

On the occasion of World
Hypertension Day, special-
ists at CARE Hospitals
highlighted that hyperten-
sion affects nearly one in
four adults in urban India,
with a significant propor-
tion remaining undiag-
nosed until complications
arise. Health experts cau-
tion that this gap in early
detection is contributing to
a growing burden of pre-
ventable heart attacks,
strokes and kidney disease.
Often termed the “silent
Kkiller,” hypertension typi-
cally progresses without
symptoms. Nearly half of
those living with high
blood pressure are unaware
of their condition, as rou-
tine screening is still not
widely adopted among
asymptomatic adults below
40 years of age.

Doctors attribute the rising
trend to prolonged stress,
sedentary work culture,
irregular sleep cycles, high-
salt processed diets and
declining physical activity,

a combination increasingly
seen among young profes-
sionals and urban popula-
tions. In many cases, indi-
viduals misinterpret early

physiological changes as
fatigue or stress, delaying
diagnosis and treatment.

Dr. Lalukota Krishna
Mohan, Director and
Senior  Interventional
Cardiologist at CARE
Hospitals, Hitech City,
said, “Hypertension is no
longer a condition of later
life. We are now diagnosing
it much earlier, often in
individuals who are in the
most active phase of their
careers. The concern is not
just prevalence, but the
silent nature of damage it
causes to the heart, brain
and kidneys over time.”

He added, “Most patients
do not experience warning
symptoms. By the time
blood pressure-related
complications  appear,
organ damage may already
be underway. Regular
screening, especially for
those with diabetes, obesi-
ty, family history, smoking
habits or high stress, is
essential. A simple BP
check can significantly
change long-term out-
comes.” Experts further
noted that uncontrolled
hypertension gradually

damages blood vessels,
increasing the risk of life-
threatening complications
such as stroke, heart fail-
ure, kidney failure and vas-
cular disease. It remains
one of the leading prevent-
able causes of cardiovascu-
lar mortality in India.
Health specialists empha-
sised that lifestyle correc-
tion remains the first and
most effective line of
defence. Regular physical
activity, reduced salt
intake, balanced nutrition,
weight management, ade-
quate sleep, stress control
and avoidance of tobacco
and alcohol can significant-
ly reduce risk.

Dr. Krishna Mohan also
stressed the need for pre-
ventive health behaviour,
stating, “Hypertension pre-
vention begins with aware-
ness and consistency.
People should not wait for
symptoms to appear.
Annual blood pressure
screening after the age of 30
should become a routine
health habit, not an excep-
tion.” Reinforcing its com-
mitment to preventive car-
diac care, CARE Hospitals
called for greater public
awareness and early
screening adoption as part
of long-term strategies to
reduce India’s growing
cardiovascular disease
burden. On World
Hypertension Day, clini-
cians reiterated a simple
message: detect early, act
early — because hyperten-
sion rarely announces
itself, but its consequenc-
es often arrive without
warning.
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EDITORIAL

What Next for the

INDIA alliance?

In a rare moment of unity, the opposition parties came
together to defeat The Constitution (One Hundred and
Thirty-First Amendment) Bill in a Special Parliamentary
Session on April 17, 2026. Soon after, the four state assem-
bly elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal threw up expected results in three, but not in the
fourth. In Assam, communal and political gerrymander-
ing by the Himanta Biswa Sarma administration and the
Election Commission India (ECI) led to a massive victory
for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP); in West Bengal, an
even more massive BJP victory was engineered by the
ECT’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
and the Opposition parties’ failure to jointly combat it on
the ground through seat-sharing agreements. Kerala’s
results were no surprise for a different reason: they
returned to the old pattern of alternating Left Democratic
Front (LDF) and United Democratic Front (UDF) admin-
istrations. Unlike Assam and West Bengal, Kerala
appears to have had a reasonably free and fair election.
Tamil Nadu’s results were a surprise. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) ran a well-performing
administration and was expected to win a second term
until the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) came along.
In the runup to the election, it became clear that the TVK
was a serious contender. The outcome was a hung house
in which the governor intervened to manipulate govern-
ment formation by the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) but was thwarted by smaller parties offering the
TVK support. The Congress was the first and its speed
was ill-taken by the DMK, with whom the Congress had
jointly contested. The impact of the DMK’s bitterness,
supported by Akhilesh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party
(SP), on the INDIA alliance could be considerable. DMK
chief Stalin was a pillar of the alliance, while other par-
ties wavered and some — the Trinamool Congress and the
Aam Aadmi Party — walked out.

Truth to tell, the alliance has been mainly dysfunctional,
absent more often than present. This is why its unity
against the Constitutional amendment was so notable. It
showed what the Opposition could do when it came
together and raised hope of further joint action at a time
when we are rapidly losing each vestige of democracy.
The threat that the Constitutional amendment embodied
—an arbitrary expansion of Parliament that would make
deliberation virtually impossible given weight of num-
bers, wholescale communal and political gerrymander-
ing through delimitation — might have been averted for
now but is bound to recur when the ongoing Census’
results are published, given that the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee administration’s freeze on seat expansion ends
this year. It may even recur earlier. “

Adi Shankara’s sarpa-sutra nyaya
(snake-rope analogy) propounds two
levels of truth: what the common
man perceives and the absolute
truth known only to those who have
realised the Brahma (ultimate reali-
ty). Big media under prime minister
Narendra Modi depicts only what
the prime minister’s office (PMO)
wants them to portray. Nothing
more or less.

Consider the voluminous election
analysis churned out by the pro-gov-
ernment big media ever since the
election results were declared on
May 4. People, they said, voted for
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
because under the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) they were suffering
due to unemployment, price rise and
lack of minimum facilities. Some
narrated how young voters, Gen Z,
restive youth and the aspiring
women saw better opportunities
under the new double engine gov-
ernment. But the loyal media has
obligingly avoided mentioning
newly-crowned chief minister
Suvendu Adhikari’s dubious back-
ground. He has the distinction of
having been neck deep in two of
most vicious scams in Bengal:
Saradha Ponzi scheme and Narada
cash-for-favours scam. The BJP had
officially labelled him a ‘chor”’ (thief).
In 2020, West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee had alleged that
he jumped into’ Modi’s washing
machine’ to escape the probe by cen-
tral agencies.

Look at some of brilliant explana-
tions in godi media for the state vot-
ing for BJP: Government employees
expected better deal under Modi;
people hoped to get liberated from
the entrenched goonda groups
under TMC in villages and towns;
how Mo-Shah’s rallies helped expose
Banerjee and other opposition lead-
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MODTI'S ‘OPPOSITION-MUKT’ BHARAT:

HOW DELHI DURBAR ENGINEERED
BENGAL REGIME CHANGE

addressed and how the suffering
poor and women waited hours for
their leaders and so on. Also, how
the BJP’s top two identified them-
selves with the common people by
eating fish and Jhalmuri. Then
there were stories of how Shah
strenuously scripted the BJP victory
with meticulous planning at differ-
ent levels and how the BJP had
worked to save people from TMC’s
‘goondaraj’. Also, there were plenty
of stories on the Opposition’s gover-
nance failures, extortion by the
‘mafia syndicates’, Banerjee’s selec-
tion of unpopular candidates under
duress —all of which led to vitiate the
atmosphere, according to these
reports. After the results came out,
sections of the media wrote long sto-
ries about outgoing chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan’s ‘centralised’
model for his failure to win in
Kerala. But the same media, under-
standably, carefully avoided men-
tioning the much more brutally con-

centrated power system under the
Modi-Shah duo. Shah, no doubt, has
performed an admirable feat in West
Bengal. For this, he had deployed a
mind-boggling number of 2.4 1akh to
2.5 lakh personnel from various cen-
tral forces in the state. The troops
covered all the 61,636 polling stations
in West Bengal. In some districts, it
worked out to an armed police offi-
cer per every 140 listed voters. The
troops held frequent field marches
in villages and towns to warn the
‘trouble makers’.

This was in addition to the 38,297
state police personnel, 142 general
observers, 95 police observers, 100
expenditure observers, and several
teams of the National Investigative
Agency (NTA). They all roamed the
streets and selectively picked
Opposition workers.

They stopped the opposition vehi-
cles and pedestrians at will and
searched for funds and incriminat-

The Election Commission of India’s
(ECI’s) observers and armed person-
nel reportedly openly coordinated
with the BJP’s local workers who
were seen giving them directions
which they seemingly obligingly
obeyed, the TMC has alleged. As
additional precaution, on crucial
days, the troops banned all two-
wheelers on roads. Those returning
from Bengal say the troops and
observers acted in a patently parti-
san manner.

®H AN UNPRECEDENTED MEET-
ING OF CENTRAL FORCES

Kolkata was also witness to an
unprecedented meeting of all units
of central armed police forces
(CAPFs) at the iconic Science City.
According to a media reports, the
optics were hard to miss — the chiefs
of the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), Border Security Force
(BSF), Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Indo Tibetan Border

Police (ITBP) and Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) under one roof, with hun-
dreds of personnel in a crowded con-
ference hall in a poll-bound state.

The sheer scale and extent of the
gathering had only sharpened the
standoff between the Union govern-
ment and state government Bengal.
The Trinamool Congress was quick
to allege that the CRPF gathering
resembled plans for a ‘military-style
takeover’ rather than a routine
meeting. Such happenings had
prompted Mamata Banerjee to
accuse the central observers of
indulging in ‘electoral terrorism.’
Thus, paradoxically, the ECI, its spe-
cial observers and central forces
who should have acted in a non-par-
tisan manner and thus earned the
trust and cooperation of all parties
in the fray, had themselves become
the opposition’s direct adversary.
Even chief minister Banerjee repeat-
edly alleged that she was beaten up
at the counting centre where the
forces and EC officials alone were
allowed. Now that the BJP’s West
Bengal conquest is complete, it is
necessary to emphasise a few signif-
icant outcomes it has brought about.
The first is the rise of Shah in the
hierarchy of the ruling party. Modi
cannot any more push any political
initiative without Shah. He had
begun impulsively following his
home minister’s advice. This is
because Shah has established him-
self as a leader in his own right The
second is the BJP’s expanding foot-
print. As a large state, the BJP can
muster a formidable 30+ MPs in
Parliament from West Bengal. This
is something that deserves a deeper
review which we will do later. Third,
traditionally, Bengal was an excep-
tion with a strong secular credential.
But in recent years the BJP has been
able to force a considerable extent of
Hindu consolidation.
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how many rallies
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ing documents.

An Invisible Subset of Private Schools Is Keeping
Education Within Reach for India’s Poor

People often ask how some
private school-owners are so
wealthy if schools are sup-
posed to be not-for-profit.
Others talk about how pri-
vate schools exploit parents
with high fees and extra
charges. But there is an
entire subset of private
schools that has escaped
notice. These  private
schools — who do not engage
in profiteering — is where
the average Indian turns to
in the hope of a promising
future for their children.
These are small neighbour-
hood schools, commonly
called budget schools, that
educate the children of shop-
keepers,

daily-wage earners, drivers,
domestic workers and many
low-income families who
dream of giving their chil-
dren “something better”
than what they had. These
schools charge fees so low
that most of us would not
believe it if we heard the
number ourselves. Often,
parents fail to pay the fees
on time. Nevertheless, these
schools keep their engines
running. They cannot afford
to shut down - doing so
would disenfranchise an
entire community from its
fundamental right to school
education.

This segment of private
schools occupies the space
between private schools and
government schools — mar-
ginally better than the lat-
ter, far below the former.
For many low-income fami-
lies, they offer greater insti-
tutional accountability and
access to English-medium
education than government
schools, without the prohib-
itive costs of elite institu-
tions. They are present all
across the country, quietly
serving as the backbone of
local education and signifi-
cantly reducing transporta-
tion costs for many low-
income families.

A study from the ‘Journal of
Development Studies (2020)’
also shows that 70-85% of
children in private unaided
elementary schools pay less

than Rs 500 a month, with
only 15-30% paying higher
fees. Further, UDISE+ 2024-
25 data shows that private
schools enroll nearly 95.9
million students, with about
41.5% at the primary level
and 10.6% in pre-primary,
reflecting their considerable
role in foundational school-
ing. Much of this is driven
by low-fee neighbourhood
schools that are accessible
to local communities. Staff
salaries at budget schools
are extremely low compared
to their government school
or elite-private school coun-
terparts. According to a 2023
report by TISS, private
school teachers at the ECCE
(Early Childhood Care and
Education) level earn
almost 33% less than gov-
ernment school teachers.
While primary school teach-
ers earn more than ECCE
teachers, they still earn
64.5% less than their govern-
ment school counterparts at
the same level; and similar-
ly, secondary teachers earn
65% less than their govern-
ment school teacher coun-

terparts.
In many such neighbour-
hood schools, primary-

school teachers often earn
as little as Rs 5,000 — Rs 8,000
a month; a reality that is
rarely acknowledged in
mainstream policy conver-
sations.

Heads of budget schools that
we interacted with
expressed spoke of the core-
lation between low fees and

low salaries, but not because
the budget schools want it
this way - it is the only way
they can survive. For many
teachers and staff, this
salary is often their first step
towards financial independ-
ence and dignity. These
schools are not just educat-
ing vulnerable communi-
ties; they are also support-
ing families that depend on
this income.

Conversations with such
small private school owners
reveals that these schools
function in humane and col-
laborative ecosystem. One
of the school heads
described it as “a beautiful
system built on humanitari-
an grounds and mutual col-
laboration”. During the pan-
demic, when many parents
lost their incomes, families
tried to borrow small
amounts to pay fees out of
gratitude for the affordable
education that their chil-
dren receive here.

“We too borrowed to pay
salaries,” he said, “because
our teachers are also from
underprivileged back-
grounds. They cannot get
into corporate schools, a
government job is hard to
secure, and they are not
accustomed to farming to
fall back on.” Teachers, he
noted, did not protest even
when salaries were delayed
or halved during the pan-
demic. Another head of a
budget school told us, “If we
were running for profits, we
would not have survived

this long. We run mostly on
service orientation.” He fur-
ther mentioned that they
struggle with regulations,
paperwork, and compliance
just as much as the material-
ly abundant elite schools.
Their vulnerability stems
largely from long-standing
structural constraints — poli-
cy frameworks view school-
ing through a simple public-
versus-private lens - failing
to distinguish between elite
private institutions and low-
fee neighbourhood schools
with vastly different capaci-
ties. For decades, public
debates have circled around
a familiar question: should
private-school teachers be
paid more? These discus-
sions often frame the issue
as one of underpayment.
However, the foundational
issue is that of a fragile
financial ecosystem which
remains unaddressed.

A school principal from
coastal Andhra added that
during cyclones and floods,
schools often waive fees
because most parents
depend on agriculture and
are the first to be affected.
She further expressed that
sustained support, especial-
ly during periods of distress,
could significantly strength-
en the quality of education
these schools provide. “The
government knows our con-
tribution very well,” a sen-
ior teacher from the same
school said, “and with some
support, we can deliver even
better quality.”

THE REAL HEROES OF OUR
CITIES: SANITATION WORKERS

DR. SATYAWAN

SAURABH

A city isn't defined by its tall buildings,
wide roads, or dazzling lights, but by
its cleanliness and orderliness. When a
person enters a city, the first thing
they notice is its cleanliness, environ-
ment, and civic discipline. Clean cities
not only look beautiful, but also sym-
bolize better health, a safe life, and a
civilized society. But the people who
contribute most to this cleanliness
often remain outside of society's atten-
tion and respect. These are our sanita-
tion workers—the unseen, unheard,
and neglected heroes, on whose labor
the entire city's order depends. The
recent strike by sanitation workers in
various cities forced people to reflect
on how quickly urban life can be dis-
rupted if these workers stop working.
Within days, streets were piled with
garbage, drains clogged, stench spread,
and the risk of disease increased. For
the first time, people realized that the
sanitation workers, whom they consid-
ered ordinary employees, were actual-
ly the heartbeat of the city. The irony is
that while we make tall claims about
modernity and development, we still
lag far behind in civic responsibility. A
large number of people in our cities
consider it normal to throw garbage in
public places, leave plastic on the
streets, and litter. Even those who
maintain cleanliness within their
homes consider their responsibility
over by dumping their garbage on the
streets. This is why, in the absence of
sanitation workers, cities quickly turn
into garbage heaps. This situation is
not only a testament to administrative
weakness, but also to our weak civic
sense. In developed countries, citizens
are self-conscious about cleanliness.
They consider throwing garbage on
the streets a social crime. However, in
our country, cleanliness is still consid-
ered the sole responsibility of sanita-
tion workers and municipal corpora-

tions. Unless society itself embraces
cleanliness as a part of its culture and
habits, the success of any government
campaign will remain incomplete. The
lives of sanitation workers are full of
struggles. They start work early in the
morning when most people are still
asleep. They clean roads, streets, and
drains in all conditions—scorching
heat, harsh cold, rain, or epidemics.
Often, they have to work in extremely
unhygienic conditions without ade-
quate safety equipment. Every year,
many workers die from inhaling toxic
gases while cleaning sewers. Yet, soci-
ety does not give them the respect they
truly deserve. During the COVID-19
pandemic, when the entire country
was confined to their homes, doctors,
police officers, and sanitation workers
risked their lives to keep society safe.
People honored them with applause
and thali banging, but over time, we
have forgotten them again. Even today,
many sanitation workers are forced to
work in temporary jobs, with low
wages and unsafe working conditions.
A large segment of society still looks
down upon sanitation work. This
mindset is not only wrong but also
inhumane. No job is small or large. If
sanitation workers stop working for a
day, the entire city's system could
come to a standstill. Therefore, their
work is not just a job, but a duty to pro-
tect public health and social life. The
most painful scene in this entire situa-
tion is when cows are seen searching
for food in the garbage scattered on the
streets. In Indian society, cows are
given the status of mother, but the real-
ity is that these same cows are forced
to eat plastic, rotten food, and toxic
waste. This scene exposes our social
insensitivity. Devotion is not just
demonstrated by words and slogans,
but by action. If we truly consider the
cow sacred, we must ensure that it is
not forced to search for food in the
garbage. Today, the growing plastic
problem in cities has exacerbated the
situation. People use plastic thought-
lessly and then throw it away in the
open. This plastic clogs drains, pol-
lutes the environment, and poses a life-
threatening threat to animals.
Sanitation workers grapple with this
filth daily, but the root of the problem
lies in the negligence of citizens.
Governments periodically launch
cleanliness campaigns. The "Clean
India Mission" attempted to raise pub-
lic awareness, but campaigns alone

don't bring about lasting change.
Unless citizens take responsibility
themselves, cleanliness will remain
limited to government posters and slo-
gans. We must understand that cleanli-
ness isn't just the responsibility of the
municipal corporation. It's every citi-
zen's duty to maintain cleanliness
around them. Segregating waste into
different categories, using less plastic,
avoiding littering in public places, and
raising awareness among others—
these small habits can bring about big
changes. Protecting the rights and dig-
nity of sanitation workers is equally
important. Providing them with fair
wages, stable employment, healthcare,
and safety equipment should be the
government's primary responsibility.
Machines should be used more exten-
sively in hazardous processes like
sewer cleaning to avoid putting human
lives at risk. The education system also
needs to incorporate practical aspects
of cleanliness and civic responsibility.
Teaching children about cleanliness in
books alone won't suffice; they must be
inspired to practice it in practice. Only
when the new generation makes clean-
liness a habit will real change in socie-
ty be possible. The media and society
should also highlight the problems and
contributions of sanitation workers.
People typically remember them only
when there's a strike or the city is
filthy. However, their daily struggles,
hard work, and contributions are
rarely discussed. If society honors
them, it will not only boost their self-
confidence but also strengthen the col-
lective consciousness about cleanli-
ness. We must also understand that
cleanliness is not just a matter of aes-
thetics, but a question of health and
civilization. Dirt breeds mosquitoes,
flies, and many diseases. Unsanitary
environments pose the greatest dan-
gers to children, the elderly, and the
poor. Therefore, the work of sanita-
tion workers is directly linked to the
health of society. The need today is
not just to end the sanitation workers'
strike, but to change our mindset. We
must recognize that the responsibility
for keeping cities clean cannot be
placed solely on a few employees.
Until citizens themselves become
responsible, the problem of filth and
disorder will persist. Sanitation work-
ers are truly the true heroes of our
cities. They work every day to
improve our lives without expecting
any special recognition or fame.
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Intertech & James Durrans Announces
Phased Manufacturing of Original
Marconite in India at ELASIA 2026

Bangalore : In a significant
development for India’s elec-
trical infrastructure and
industrial manufacturing sec-
tor, Intertech and UK-based
James Durrans & Sons have
announced plans for phased
manufacturing of original
Marconite in India. The
announcement was made dur-
ing ELASIA 2026, South Asia’s
premier trade fair dedicated to
the power, electrical, controls,
automation and lighting
industries.

The proposed localisation
initiative is aimed at support-
ing India’s rapidly expanding
infrastructure ecosystem
while aligning with the
Government of India’s “Make
in India” vision for advanced

“Namma e-Khata, Namma Hakku”
Campaign Launched in BNCC,

industrial technologies.
James Durrans & Sons, a
163-year-old British company
and global manufacturer of
Marconite technology, has
been associated with Intertech
since 2011 to expand the prod-
uct’s reach in India. David
Wilson of James Durrans &
Sons said the company had
identified India as a key strate-
gic growth market nearly two
decades ago before partnering
with Intertech to establish
Marconite across the country.
Since then, the partnership
has steadily expanded, with
the product now being sup-
plied across sectors including
solar energy, power utilities,
oil and gas, railways and
metro infrastructure projects.

Karnataka

Success Stops Where Your
Mindset Stops

Bengaluru : Success is built more
by inner strength. transformational
coach, educator, and speaker Sharani
Ponguru said that success cannot be
measured through money, luxury, big
offices, and an impressive lifestyle
alone.

Success is not an overnight jour-
ney. It’s a process. For entrepreneurs,
this fact is even more prominent.
Actually, entrepreneurship is not
only about launching a business or
creating a smart idea. It is also about
staying strong in bad times. This jour-
ney tests your patience, emotional
strength, and consistency.

She said that An entrepreneur’s life
may look exciting and glamorous. But
truth behind is not that simple.
Journey of success can feel exhaust-
ing and uncertain. There are moments

Social worker, BJP leader
Doddaveeraiah's birthday:

when the road feels extremely lonely.
Sometimes people work day and
night, but in vain. Everything feels
scattered and directionless. Support
disappears. Confidence starts shak-
ing. And it feels like life has stopped
moving forward. During such times,
degrees alone are not enough.
Knowledge alone is not enough either.
Even business plans stop giving com-
fort after a point. What matters most
is your mindset.

Sharani said, ‘Almost every entre-
preneur faces the stage of self-doubt.
The mind starts creating fear and
uncertainty: ‘Maybe I am not capable
enough,” ‘What if this never works?’,
‘Should I stop trying now?’ it’s not
true that successful people never feel
fear. But they simply refuse to let fear
control their decisions. Even during
confusion and uncertainty, they con-
tinue moving ahead. Here comes the
role off mindset. It decides whether a
person keeps growing or slowly gives
up from within.’

On the question of positive mindset,
she clarifies, ‘Positive mindset does
not mean pretending to be happy all
the time. It is not about fake motiva-
tion or forced positivity. It is the abil-
ity to stay mentally stable during dif-
ficult phases. It means telling yourself
after failure, ‘I still have more left in
me.” Sometimes true strength is sim-
ply getting back up again after life
knocks you down.’
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Ramesh Babu MLC has welcomed the Election Commission's
Assurance that the not even a single eligible voter in
Karnataka is omitted from the electoral rolls

Bengaluru: Ramesh Babu,
MLC & Chairman, KPCC
Media & Communication
Dept, welcomed Election
Commission's assurance of
conducting strict process on
revision process and will not
omit a single eligible voter in
Karnataka.

Ramesh Babu has written a
letter to Chief Electrol officer
stating about, Election
Commission has initiated the
third phase of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 16 States and 3
Union Territories and has
informed that the revision of
approximately 5.55 crore vot-
ers in Karnataka will com-

mence from June 20.
Under Article 326 of the
Constitution, the

Representation of the People
Act 1950, and the Registration
of Elector Rules 1960, the
Special Revision of electoral
rolls in Karnataka must be
conducted impartially and
without giving scope for any
irregularities, ensuring that
voters belonging to any reli-
gion or community are not
excluded under any discrimi-
natory approach.

Since 1951, Special Revision
of electoral rolls has been con-

ducted eight times. However,
during the last 21 years, the
Election Commission has not
conducted such a Special
Intensive Revision exercise,
nor has the Commission pro-
vided convincing reasons for
the same till now.

In the background of recent
Assembly elections where
electoral roll revisions carried
out in the name of “special
revision” allegedly targeted
certain political parties and
influenced election outcomes,
the Election Commission must
ensure that no such irregulari-
ties occur in Karnataka.

In this regard, I urge the
Election Commission to con-
sider the following aspects
during the Special Intensive
Revision in Karnataka so that
genuine voters are not
removed from the electoral
rolls in the name of revision:

1. Due to the 2008 delimita-
tion in Karnataka, several
Assembly constituencies no
longer exist in their earlier
form. Voters whose names do
not correspond with the 2002
electoral rolls during the map-
ping process must be protect-
ed.2. Voters whose names have
been shifted to different
Assembly constituencies due

to demographic changes in
Karnataka.

3. Names of women voters
whose constituencies have
changed due to marriage, edu-
cation or employment.

4. Government employees
whose voter registration has
been transferred to different
constituencies due to official
transfers.

5. Voters who have migrated
for business, employment or
livelihood purposes.

6. Voters residing in
Karnataka by birth.

7. Voters belonging to
nomadic, tribal and indige-
nous communities residing in
Karnataka.

8. Voters who possess resi-
dence proof issued by local
bodies, government institu-
tions or semi-government
institutions.Along with pro-
tecting the above categories of
voters, since Karnataka is
approaching a crucial election
period, I request that the time
limit for the Special Electoral
Roll Revision process be
extended by one year.In the
interest of protecting constitu-
tional values and in discharge
of its constitutional responsi-
bilities, I request the Election
Commission to incorporate

Ashoka Slams Congress Over Pending Pensions,

Citizens Appreciate Services

Bengaluru, May 16 (TSIT): The “Namma e-Khata, Namma

Hakku”

campaign was officially launched across

Bengaluru North City Corporation (BNCC) limits today
under the guidance of Deputy Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Urban Development Minister D.K. Shivakumar
and BNCC Commissioner Pommala Sunil Kumar.

Organized under the State Government’s 6th Guarantee
Scheme, “Bhoo Guarantee,” the campaign aims to pro-
vide simple, transparent, and citizen-friendly revenue
services, including e-Khata issuance, new Khata, B-to-A
Khata conversion, Khata correction, property tax servic-
es, and resolution of pending grievances. The initiative
received an encouraging response and appreciation from

citizens.

Commissioner Pommala Sunil Kumar conducted a spot
inspection at Sitaram Kalyana Mantapa in Maruthi
Sevanagar and other centres to monitor progress. Under
a special Bhoo Guarantee provision, citizens can convert
B Khata to A Khata by paying only 2% of the guidance
value instead of 5% for a limited period of 100 days.

Twelve centres across BNCC have been equipped with
help desks, dedicated counters, and internet-enabled sys-
tems to facilitate on-the-spot guidance, document verifica-
tion, and faster service delivery. Assistant Revenue
Officers, Revenue Inspectors, technical staff, and senior
officials are present to assist citizens.

The campaign will continue every Saturday, encourag-
ing property owners to visit centres with necessary docu-
ments to avail themselves of the services.

Karnataka Gets Additional 1,122 Government
Medical Seats: Dr. Sharanprakash Patil

Bengaluru : The availability
of medical seats in the state
has increased, offering a gold-
en opportunity for those aspir-
ing to build a career in the
medical field. An additional
1,122 seats will be made avail-
able to the state, announced
Dr. Sharanprakash R. Patil,
Minister  for  Medical
Education, Skill Development,
Livelihood, and In-charge
Minister of Raichur District.
Addressing a press confer-
ence held at Vikasa Soudha on
Saturday, the Minister stated

that Karnataka is at the fore-
front of the country in the
field of medical education.
The additional seats allo-
cated to the state will benefit
districts including Koppal,
Gadag, Chamarajanagar,
Karwar, Kaveri, and others.
For undergraduate seats, a
central government grant of
495 crore will be received.
Similarly, a grant of 541 crore
will be provided for postgrad-
uate medical seats, Dr. Patil
explained. The Union
Ministry of Health and Family

Massive health check-up
camp on May 20

Bengaluru: On the occasion of Dr.
Rajkumar Ward's BJP leader
Doddaveeraiah's birthday, a mas-
sive health check-up camp has been
organized by fans and friends at his
residence in Rajajinagar on May 20.

Speaking on the occasion,
Doddaveeraiah said, "Serving the
poor is like seeing God. My fans and
friends have decided to celebrate my
birthday meaningfully and have
organized a free health check-up
camp."

Heart check-up, blood donation
camp, eye check-up, and Kannada
books are being distributed free of
cost to those with visual impair-
ment. It is more important than how
rich we are, how healthy we are. It
costs thousands of rupees to get a
medical check-up once, but the pub-
lic should take advantage of it, he
said.

On that day, Life Tree Ayurveda
and Wellness Private Limited orga-
nized a free pulse check-up and
health check-up camp in collabora-
tion with Sparsh Hospital. He said
that political leaders, writers, and
local activists will attend the free
health check-up camp on May 20.

Questions ‘Sadana’ Convention

Bengaluru : In the state, the
Congress government has
stopped providing subsidies and
pensions to various exploited
and helpless sections, including
orphans, senior citizens, and
transgender minorities.
Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
questioned what qualification
Congress leaders have to hold a
'Sadana Samavesha' (achieve-
ment convention) even though
the state treasury is empty.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, he said that Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s Congress gov-
ernment is celebrating and hold-
ing a convention to cover up the
sins it has committed. Financial
assistance to beggars and subsi-
dy beneficiaries has been
stopped, and for the past three
years, the government has been
exploiting these people.

He alleged:

5,000 crore under Gruha
Lakshmi and 700 crore under
Annabhagya have not yet
reached the beneficiaries.

- 73 crore grant for orphan
children has not been released.

- 45,000 crore meant for
Scheduled Castes has been loot-
ed.

- Farmers have not received
compensation despite surveys.

- 12 types of pensions under
the Revenue Department have
not been paid for the last three
months. There are 81.88 lakh
beneficiaries under these pen-
sion schemes, requiring 894
crore per month. Although
10,736 crore is allocated every
year in the budget, this money

paper leak is a grave injustice to the

entire student community,

and the

Central Government has sabotaged the
futures of thousands of students who
dream of becoming doctors, criticized Dr.
Sharanprakash R. Patil, Minister for
Medical Education, Skill Development,
Livelihood, and In-charge Minister of
Raichur District.

Speaking at a press conference held at
Vikasa Soudha on Saturday, the Minister
said Karnataka’s Common Entrance Test
(CET) is a far superior model to NEET
and should be adopted nationally. The
state has urged the Central Government
on multiple occasions to consider this,
but those appeals have gone unheeded, he
said.Chaos surrounds NEET every single
year. The Minister demanded that the

Welfare gave its final approv-
al on May 15. In total, the state
will receive 1,090 crore, he
added. Allocation of over 1,000
medical seats to a single state
is a record achievement, and
stands as a testament to
Karnataka’s  accomplish-
ments, said Dr. Patil
Karnataka now offers abun-
dant opportunities for those
wishing to excel in the medi-
cal field, and students should
make the best use of this,
advised Dr. Sharanprakash
Patil.

Union Minister concerned must resign
over this latest debacle, and that the
investigation must be conducted under
the direction of a court of law. The Central
Government’s haphazard conduct of
NEET has completely eroded public trust.
The Minister also expressed his lack of
confidence in the CBI, which is currently
probing the scandal, stating that a trans-
parent investigation under its watch is
unlikely.

This scandal appears to have been
orchestrated to enable the sale of MBBS
seats, and there are strong suspicions
that powerful individuals are behind the
entire affair, he added. Seeing state BJP

PENSIONS PENDING FOR ORPHANS, SENIOR CITIZENS, ACID
ATTACK VICTIMS, AND TRANSGENDER MINORITIES

has not reached the beneficia-
ries, he charged.

Old-age pensions, widow pen-
sions, Sandhya Suraksha, and
assistance to transgender minor-
ities have not been paid. When
he was a minister, he had taken
steps to provide 10,000 per
month to acid attack victims, but
this government is not releasing
it regularly. Devadasis are not
getting 2,000, freedom fighters
are not getting 10,000 — nothing
is being paid. Asha workers
were promised 10,000 honorari-
um by Siddaramaiah, but he has
failed to keep his word. He has
forgotten the promises he made,
Ashoka said.

He criticised the government
for repeatedly creating condi-
tions for strikes by not fulfilling
the demands of transport
employees.

Ashoka said that while Chief

Karnataka's CET Model Superior to NEET

MINISTER DEMANDS COURT-MONITORED PROBE INTO NEET QUESTION PAPER LEAK
Bengaluru : The recent NEET question

Minister Siddaramaiah asks
ministers to conduct
'Janaspandana' (public out-
reach) programmes in their dis-
tricts, the district in-charge min-
isters are only responding to
commissions (bribes).
Siddaramaiah, who promised to
do a Bengaluru city tour every 15
days, has also fallen behind com-
missions. Deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar’s announcement of
an 'E-Khata' drive and convert-
ing B-Khata to A-Khata is like
closing the fort gates after the
city has been looted. Officials
and staff are looting money from
people under this scheme and
accepting bribes via PhonePe.
Even though this was raised
with evidence in the Assembly,
no action has been taken, he
alleged.

"The land of the people has
become the property of Congress.

BJP will put an end to all this,"
he declared.

He also criticised the 14% tax
hike on garbage tenders in
BBMP. A 1 crore tender will
now cost 1.40 crore, putting an
additional burden of 600 crore
on the people. Along with this,
the garbage cess will also
increase.

Why the opposition to SIR?

There are more than 10 lakh
Bangladeshi  citizens in
Karnataka. If anyone challeng-
es this, I will personally take
them and show the proof,
Ashoka said. Recently, the
Police Commissioner spent 65
lakh to deport 250 Bangladeshis
by air. Thousands of
Bangladeshis are living in
Mahadevapura,
Chikkamagaluru, and Kodagu
coffee estates. The Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls will put an end to
this. Those with genuine identi-
ty cards need not fear. With
Congress, BJP, and JD(S) agents
present at every booth, there is
no chance of genuine voters'
names being deleted, he said.

Congress had dreamt of win-
ning with the votes of
Bangladeshi Muslims. They are
scared because SIR will stop
this. In West Bengal, more
Hindus were among those whose
names were deleted, but Hindu
organisations and BJP did not
protest. In Karnataka, Congress
has issued identity cards to 10
lakh Bangladeshi residents and
does not want them sent back, he
claimed.

BENGALURU WEST COMMISSIONER
INSPECTS MONSOON READINESS,

EQUIPMENT, AND STAFF

Bengaluru, May 16 (TSIT): Bengaluru West City
Corporation Commissioner Dr. Rajendra K.V. con-
ducted an inspection parade of equipment, vehicles,
and staff today at BGS Stadium, Govindajanagar, to
assess readiness for monsoon precautionary mea-
sures. The inspection focused on storm water drain
maintenance, disaster preparedness, and overall civic
safety.During the inspection, Dr. Rajendra reviewed
silt tractors, dewatering pumps, tree and weed cutting
machines, shredders, JCBs, and other essential equip-
ment. He interacted with staff to ensure operational
efficiency and instructed all teams to work in close
coordination to prevent accidents or loss of life during

the monsoon season.

Officials were directed to identify potential disaster
zones, monitor storm water drains, maintain vacant
sites, control building debris, and ensure citizen par-
ticipation through Civil Defence support. Special
emphasis was placed on desilting major roads, proper
maintenance of drains, footpaths, and public spaces,
and systematic monitoring of construction activities.

leaders defend the NEET question paper
leak scandal makes it abundantly clear
that they have no shame or sense of
decency, the Minister said sharply. Paper
leaks are something the BJP has become
notorious for. Under the previous BJP
government, there was the PSI recruit-
ment scandal — and now comes the NEET
scandal. Misleading and exploiting the
youth seems to be the BJP’s defining pur-
suit, said Dr. Sharanprakash Patil.
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EPS warns cadre
against signing emergency

GC proposal

CHENNAI: AIADMK
general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami
on Saturday reportedly
instructed party general
council members not to
sign any proposal seek-
ing to convene an emer-
gency general council
meeting allegedly being
initiated by the CV
Shanmugam faction
amid the continuing
power struggle within
the party. The rift within
the ATADMK widened
further on Saturday,
with Palaniswami
reportedly directing gen-
eral council members
not to extend support to
efforts by the CV
Shanmugam camp to
convene an emergency
meeting of the party’s
general council.

According to party
sources, Palaniswami
issued the instruction
during a consultation
meeting held with sup-
porting ML As and senior
functionaries at his
Greenways Road resi-
dence in Chennai.
Reports had earlier
emerged that the C.V.
Shanmugam faction was
attempting to collect sig-
natures from general
council members to con-

vene an emergency meet-
ing of the party’s general
council.

Under AIADMK party
rules, an emergency gen-
eral council meeting can
be convened if three-
fourths of the party’s
2,646 general council
members support the
proposal through signa-
tures. Sources said
Palaniswami specifically
advised party office-
bearers and general
council members not to
sign any document if
approached by the rival
faction seeking consent
for the meeting.

The consultation meet-
ing also reportedly dis-
cussed political develop-
ments following the
recent confidence motion
moved in support of Chief
Minister Vijay’s Cabinet
in the Assembly. Party
sources further indicated
that Palaniswami is like-
ly to meet Governor
Rajendra Arlekar, who is
currently in Chennaion a
one-day visit, and may
seek action against 25
MLAs aligned with the
CV Shanmugam faction
for allegedly defying the
ATADMK whip during the
confidence vote.

Tamil Nadu

DIG slaps, throws footwear at
ministerial staff at Armed
Reserve HQ, alleges association

CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu Police Ministerial
Service Association has
accused DIG M
Vijayalakshmi of slapping
and hurling footwear at a
junior assistant during
office hours at the Armed
Reserve Headquarters in
Chennai, following a dis-
agreement over an e-office
file number.

According to a resolution
passed by the association
on May 13, the incident
occurred around 3.10 pm on
May 11. The association
said junior assistant C
Vignesh was performing
his duties when the DIG
allegedly expressed dissat-
isfaction with an e-office
file number. She reportedly
shouted at him, saying,

TNPDCL launches ‘EB-Auto Pay’ electricity bill
payment facility; here’s all you need to know

CHENNAIL: The Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution
Corporation Limited
(TNPDCL) has introduced
“EB Auto-Pay”, a new auto-
mated bill payment facility
enabled through the National
Automated Clearing House
(NACH) platform, to promote
seamless and hassle-free pay-
ment of electricity bills by
low-tension (LT) consumers.

How can consumers reg-
ister for the Auto-Pay facil-
ity?

Under the facility, con-
sumers can register their
service connection num-
ber on the TNPDCL web
portal by providing bank
account details, debit card
details or Aadhaar-based
authentication. Once reg-
istration is completed, the
EB Auto-Pay facility will
be activated for the respec-
tive service connection.

When will the bill
amount be automatically
debited?

Whenever a bill is gener-
ated, the total amount will
be automatically debited
from the consumer’s bank
account on the 10th day
from the date of assess-
ment. Following confirma-
tion from the bank, an
e-receipt will be generated
automatically.

According to TNPDCL,
consumers can choose

mandate start and end
dates according to their
convenience, including
future years, as current
consumption (CC) bills are
continuous in nature. The
mandate will enable recur-
ring automatic debit for all
bills generated during the
active period.

Consumers can register
mandates with any bank
in which they hold an
account. In case of insuffi-
cient funds, the bank will

notify the consumer about
debit failure, following
which payment must be
made through an alternate
online mode before the
due date. Will there be any
charges for using the facil-

ity?
TNPDCL said SMS and
e-mail confirmations

would be sent to consum-
ers upon successful e-man-
date registration or cancel-
lation. The utility said the
facility would help ensure
timely payments and
avoid belated payment
surcharge (BPSC).

The corporation clari-
fied that it is not charging
any fee for the service and
that Federal Bank is also
not levying charges.
However, consumers may
incur charges imposed by
their respective banks in
case of insufficient funds
on the date of debit.

Thailand declares hantavirus a dangerous disease,
introduces strict monitoring measures

Thailand has officially
classified Hantavirus
infection as a “danger-
ous communicable dis-
ease,” with authorities
introducing strict sur-
veillance, rapid report-
ing rules and quarantine
measures to prevent
potential outbreaks.

The decision was
approved on Friday by
Thailand’s National
Communicable Disease
Committee, according to
the Ministry of Public
Health. Under the new
guidelines, all suspected
hantavirus cases must
be reported within three
hours, while disease
investigations are
required to begin within
12 hours. Authorities
have also mandated a
42-day quarantine period

for individuals consid-
ered high-risk contacts.

In a statement, the
ministry said hantavi-
rus has become an
increasing global health
concern due to the risk
posed by certain strains
capable of spreading
between humans
through respiratory
droplets, although such
transmission remains
relatively rare.

The ministry added
that the new classifica-
tion was necessary to
strengthen preparedness
and ensure a rapid
national response to any
potential cases. To sup-
port the enhanced mea-
sures, health officials
are implementing an
expanded action plan
focused on disease sur-

veillance, laboratory
testing, treatment readi-
ness and local-level coor-
dination.
Thailand?’s
Department of Disease
Control is also intensify-
ing screening and moni-
toring procedures at
international entry
points. Officials are
finalising updated
“Patients Under
Investigation” criteria
and emergency investi-
gation protocols for sus-
pected domestic cases.
Somruek Chungsaman
said provincial health
departments and hospi-
tals across the country
have been instructed to
closely monitor poten-
tial infections, immedi-
ately report suspected
cases and communicate

health risks to local com-
munities without delay.

He urged people who
have recently travelled
from high-risk regions
or had contact with
rodents to seek urgent
medical care if they
develop symptoms such
as high fever or breath-
ing difficulties. Health
experts explained that
hantaviruses are a group
of viruses primarily car-
ried by rodents and can
cause severe illness in
humans. Infection usu-
ally occurs through
exposure to infected
rodents or contact with
their urine, saliva or
droppings.

People may also con-
tract the virus by touch-
ing contaminated sur-
faces or inhaling virus
particles in areas with
rodent infestations, par-
ticularly while cleaning
enclosed spaces such as
sheds, warehouses or
abandoned buildings.

Although human-to-
human transmission is
uncommon, authorities
warned that certain
strains have shown the
ability to spread through
close respiratory con-
tact. Human infections
are most frequently
reported in rural and
agricultural settings,
including forests, farms
and fields, where rodent
exposure is more likely.

“You are only a new joinee.
Do you think you are a big
man? I will issue a charge
memo against you.” The
association further alleged
that the officer then slapped
the employee, removed her
footwear, and threw it at
him in the presence of
police personnel and minis-
terial staff.

The association alleged
that this was not the first
instance of such behaviour,
claiming that the DIG had
previously torn papers con-
taining file numbers she
disapproved of, particular-
ly those related to office
administration or salary
matters. Staff members
have been working in fear
due to her conduct, the
association said. The inci-

dent is said to have caused
the employee severe mental
distress and humiliation.
Several witnesses, includ-
ing police and ministerial
staff, were reportedly pres-
ent at the time of the inci-
dent. Following the assault,
the staffer informed senior
officials and submitted a
written complaint seeking
action.

CM Vijay retains Police,
MAWS; Aadhav gets PWD,
Highways; Sengottaiyan for
Finance In its May 13 reso-
lution, the association con-
demned the DIG’s conduct,
stating it had instilled fear
among ministerial staff in
the police department. It
demanded her transfer,
departmental action, and a
formal apology to the affect-
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Governor Arlekar cuts security
convoy fleet, cites PM Modi’s call
to reduce fuel use

CHENNAL The number of
police  escort vehicles
deployed for Governor in-
charge Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar has been reduced
from 10 to 4 following direc-
tions issued by the Governor
himself, Lok Bhavan said on
Saturday, linking the deci-
sion to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s appeal to
curb fuel consumption and
encourage the use of public
transport. In a statement, Lok
Bhavan said the Governor
had instructed officials to
scale down the convoy
strength used during his offi-
cial engagements and visits
to government and private
functions across the state.

“Considering one of the 7
appeals made by the Prime
Minister to the people of
India, to reduce petrol and

diesel consumption and use
public  transport, the
Governor has directed that
the number of police security
vehicles provided to him be
reduced,” the statement said.

Until now, a fleet of 10
police vehicles accompa-
nied the Governor during
official movements and
public appearances. The
convoy strength has now
been brought down to
four vehicles with imme-
diate effect, it added. CM
Vijay retains Police,
MAWS; Aadhav gets
PWD, Highways;
Sengottaiyan for Finance
The move comes amid
repeated public calls
from the Centre on fuel
conservation and sus-
tainable mobility mea-
sures.

MK Stalin asks DMK review panel to submit
honest report on poll debacle

CHENNAI: DMK president MK
Stalin on Saturday instructed the
36-member review committee consti-
tuted by the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) to submit an hon-
est and unbiased ground report on
the party’s defeat in the recent
Assembly election. Addressing a
consultative meeting with the panel
members, Stalin said the committee
had been tasked with conducting
field studies across all 234 Assembly
constituencies to identify the rea-
sons behind the party’s poor perfor-

mance. Describing the panel mem-
bers as representatives of the party
headquarters and “his ears” on the
ground, the DMK president urged
them to function without personal
bias and report the views of cadre
and functionaries truthfully.

“Your duty is neither to protect
anyone nor to target anyone,” Stalin
told the committee members. He
directed the panel to conduct consul-
tations strictly in two-member
teams and avoid individual meet-

ings during the review exercise.
Stalin also instructed the committee
to encourage cadre to speak freely
about their grievances and opinions
regarding the election setback.

“Even if criticism is directed
against me as party leader, include
it in your report,” he said.

The former Chief Minister
stressed that understanding the gen-
uine feelings of party workers was
essential to initiate corrective mea-
sures within the organisation.

“Doctors say the truth should
never be hidden from them. I am
now in that position. Do not conceal
anything from me,” Stalin
remarked. Drawing an analogy with
medical diagnosis, he said identify-
ing the “disease” clearly was neces-
sary to prescribe the correct “medi-
cine”. He also instructed that the
findings and observations collected
during the field study should remain
confidential and should not be
shared with those concerned.

Panic in Pulwama village after suspected rabid
meat sale; Over 250 given anti-rabies vaccines

Health authorities in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pulwama district adminis-
tered anti-rabies vaccines
to more than 250 residents
after meat from a bovine
animal suspected to be
infected with rabies was
allegedly sold in a village,
triggering panic among
locals.

The incident was report-
ed from Parigam village,
where a butcher allegedly
sold the suspected meat
earlier this week.
Following rumours that
the animal may have been
rabid, residents rushed to
nearby health centres
seeking medical advice
and precautionary vacci-
nation. Officials immedi-
ately launched an aware-
ness and vaccination drive
in the area. Mosque
announcements and
ambulances were also used
to spread public awareness
and urge residents not to
panic.

Medical Officer at PHC
Parigam, Dr Jureeda, said
the vaccination campaign
was started as a preventive
measure even though the
infection had not been offi-
cially confirmed.

“We heard that contami-
nated meat was sold by a
butcher. As a precaution-
ary measure, we immedi-
ately began administering
anti-rabies vaccines,” she
said.

The doctor clarified that
properly cooked meat gen-
erally reduces the risk of
infection, but precautions
were being taken due to
the possibility of contact
with infected fluids while
handling raw meat.

She advised residents to
seek medical attention if
they develop symptoms
such as fever, vomiting,
loose motion, or unusual
behavioural changes.

Many villagers who had
purchased meat from the
butcher reportedly opted
for vaccination despite the
uncertainty surrounding

the case.

Chief Medical Officer of
Pulwama, Dr Tehmeena
Jameel, confirmed that
over 250 people had
received anti-rabies vac-
cines so far.

She said the matter
remains unconfirmed as
the animal’s head, which is
usually required for labo-
ratory testing, had already
been destroyed before sam-
ples could be collected.

Officials from the
Animal Husbandry
Department reportedly
disposed of the remaining
meat after the issue came

to light. Meanwhile, police
have registered an FIR and
arrested the butcher for
further investigation.

SHO Pulwama Zahoor
Ahmad said authorities
are questioning the indi-
viduals from whom the
animal was purchased and
are also consulting veteri-
narians who treated the
bovine before slaughter.
District authorities are
expected to hold a high-
level review meeting
involving all concerned
departments to assess the
situation and decide fur-
ther action.
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Business

Trump, Boeing say China will buy 200 jets,
reopening key market for US plane maker

US: Aircraft manufacturer
Boeing will make its first
major sale to China in nearly
a decade under an agree-
ment for 200 planes
announced Friday, May 15,
after President Donald
Trump’s summit with
Chinese  President  Xi
Jinping. The deal represents
a breakthrough in the

US  aero-

space

compa-

ny’s

efforts to reenter a market
once central to its long-term
growth. Speaking to
reporters aboard Air Force
One as he returned from
Beijing, Trump said China
also reserved the right to buy
as many as 750 Boeing air-
craft as part of the deal.
Boeing confirmed the 200-
plane order later Friday
but did not specify

the types of

planes or

provide any

other

details. “We

had a very suc-

cessful trip to

China and
accomplished

our major goal

of reopening the

China market to

orders for

Boeing air-

craft,” the com-

pany said in a
statement, adding

that looked forward

to “continually
addressing

China’s air-

craft

demand.” Boeing CEO Kelly
Ortberg was among a large
group of American CEOs
who joined Trump during
the president’s trip to
Beijing, seeking to sell prod-
ucts and services to China.
Trump said the potential air-
craft deal also would benefit
General Electric, which he
said would supply 400 to 450
engines to China. GE
Aerospace Chairman and
CEO H. Lawrence Culp also
joined the president on his
trip. The company did not
immediately comment on
the agreement. Last month,
Ortberg expressed confi-
dence that any broad US-
China trade agreement to
emerge when Trump and Xi
met would be a “meaningful
opportunity” for Boeing.
“President Trump has been
very focused on supporting
us in international cam-
paigns, and he’s been very
successful in doing that,”
Ortberg told investors. Since
Trump began serving his
second term, his administra-
tion has made Boeing a focus
of its plans to revive US man-
ufacturing. A visit to the
Middle East a year ago cul-
minated in major aircraft
agreements, including a
Qatar Airways order for up
to 210 Boeing jets in what
the planemaker described
at the time as its largest-
ever widebody aircraft

order. Saudi Arabia also
placed commercial jetliner
orders during the trip. Other
major Boeing agreements
have followed meetings
between Trump and foreign
leaders. In August, Korean
Air formalised a roughly
USD 50 billion deal to buy
more than 100 Boeing air-
craft, spare engines and long-
term maintenance services
during South  Korean
President Lee Jae Myung’s
visit to Washington. The fol-
lowing month, a day after
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan met with
Trump in Washington,
Turkish Airlines said it
planned to add 225 Boeing
aircraft to its fleet. In anoth-
er win for Boeing, the bienni-
al Dubai Air Show opened in
November with hometown
airline Emirates ordering 65
of Boeing’s upcoming 7779
aircraft. Days later,
FlyDubai, the lower-cost sis-
ter carrier of Emirates,
announced it had ordered 75
additional Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft. Before the COVID-
19 pandemic, roughly a third
of the narrowbody airliners
Boeing delivered went to
China. But the company’s
business there plummeted
as US-China relations
soured. China also was the
first country to ground the
737 Max in 2019 after two of
the then-new models crashed

less than five months apart
in Indonesia and Ethiopia,
killing 346 people. Chinese
airlines did not resume Max
flights until January 2023,
much later than carriers in
many other countries.
Ortberg took over as
Boeing’s CEO in 2024, a
calamitous year for the com-
pany. In January of that
year, a panel known as a
door plug blew off a 737 Max
shortly after takeoff from
Portland, Oregon. Boeing
faced mounting financial
pressure as it came under
intensifying scrutiny over
alleged production and qual-
ity failures. While there were
some hopes this week’s US-
China summit would result
in concrete trade deal
announcements, the presi-
dent’s trip ended with a lot of
uncertainty about what the
two sides agreed on, said
Bonnie Glaser, managing
director of the Indo-Pacific
program at the German
Marshall Fund. Glaser told a
media briefing Friday that
there had been little concrete
information about trade
agreements from the sum-
mit, including on Chinese
purchases of US exports
such as soybeans, liquefied
natural gas and beef. “All
that we have is really what
the president has told the
world that China has agreed
to,” Glaser said.
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Hormuz Flashpoint: Iran Plans New
Shipping Mechanism, Signals
Specialised Maritime Service Fees

Iran has announced plans
to introduce a new traffic
management mechanism
for the Strait of Hormuz,
one of the world's most
strategically vital mar-
itime chokepoints amid
the ongoing US naval blo-
cakade. The announce-
ment was made by the
head of national security
commission of the Iranian
parliament Ebrahim
Azizi, who said the mech-
anism had been prepared
under the framework of
national sovereignty and
international trade secu-
rity. "Iran, within the
framework of its national
sovereignty and the guar-

antee of international
trade security, has pre-
pared a professional

mechanism to manage

traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz along a designat-
ed route, which will be
unveiled soon," he wrote.
The statement makes
clear that access to the
route will not be univer-
sal. "In this process, only
commercial vessels and
parties cooperating with
Iran will benefit from it,"
Azizi said, adding that
"the necessary fees will be
collected for the special-
ized services provided
under this mechanism."
Most strikingly, he
declared that "this route
will remain closed to the
operators of the so-called
'freedom project" — a
pointed reference widely
understood to be aimed at
US-led naval operations
in the region, which

Washington has framed
as ensuring freedom of
navigation. The Strait of
Hormuz, the narrow
waterway between Iran
and Oman, is the single
most important oil transit
chokepoint in the world.
Approximately 20 percent
of global petroleum lig-
uids pass through it daily,
making any threat to nav-
igation there a matter of
acute international con-
cern. The announcement
comes amid an already
volatile regional environ-
ment, with the US-Israel
military campaign
against Iran having dra-
matically escalated ten-
sions in recent months.
The mechanism is expect-
ed to be formally unveiled
in the coming days.

BIKE TAXT CRACKDOWN:

MAHARASHTRA ASKS APPLE AND GOOGLE
TO REMOVE UBER, OLA, RAPIDO APPS

In a fresh regulatory push,
Maharashtra's cyber author-
ities have asked Apple and
Google to remove Uber, Ola
and Rapido from their app
stores over alleged violations
involving bike taxi services.
The step underscores an
expanding crackdown on
two-wheeler  ride-hailing
aggregators.

The Office of the Additional
Director General of Police,
Maharashtra Cyber, issued
the notices on May 15, invok-
ing provisions under Section
793)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000. The
order requires the compa-
nies to remove the applica-
tions and disable access via
the Apple App Store and
Google Play Store.

The step was taken after
Maharashtra Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik, ina
letter dated May 12, request-
ed the Cyber Department to
act against bike taxi plat-
forms operating in the state.
The notices issued to Apple
and Google stated that bike
taxi services operating
through the apps were
“unlawful and in violation of
the existing legal and regula-

Govt Imposes Import Curbs On Silver, Days
After Hiking Duty On Precious Metals

The

government on

tory framework”. They fur-
ther alleged that these pas-
senger transport services
were being provided without
the requisite approvals,
licences or adherence to
Transport Department regu-
lations and the Motor
Vehicles Act.

“These unauthorised bike
taxi operations pose a seri-
ous threat to passenger safe-
ty. It has been reported that
driver verification mecha-
nisms, insurance protec-
tions, women's safety meas-
ures, and emergency
response systems are highly

inadequate. Further, the
rash and negligent driving
commonly associated with
such bike taxi operations
creates a substantial risk to
public safety,” the notice
read. “Recently, a serious
incident came to light where-
in a bike taxi service operat-
ed through one of these appli-
cations allegedly resulted in
the tragic death of a woman,”
it added. In the notices, the
companies were alerted that
failure to follow directives
from Indian law enforcement
could lead to legal conse-
quences under provisions of

the Information Technology
Act and associated interme-
diary liability rules. “Since
your organisation has a
physical presence and con-
ducts business in India, it is
subject to the jurisdiction of
Indian laws. Failure to com-
ply with directives from
Indian law enforcement
agencies may result in seri-
ous legal action against you.
You are hereby warned that
if any unlawful or disruptive
incident occurs due to your
failure to take timely action,
you will be held liable,” the
notice said.

Saturday tightened its grip
on silver imports, imposing
fresh restrictions that will
require traders to obtain a
government licence to
bring the precious metal
into the country.

The significant policy shift
comes just days after it
sharply raised customs
duties on precious metals.
The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT)
issued a notification chang-
ing the import policy for
specified silver bars from
'free' to 'restricted' with
immediate effect.

The move covers silver bars
containing 99.9% or more
silver by weight, along with
other specified silver bar
categories, including silver
plated with gold and plat-
inum. Earlier, imports
were freely allowed subject
to Reserve Bank of India
regulations. Under the new
framework, goods under
the restricted category
require a government
licence for imports — a pro-
cedural hurdle that effec-
tively gives authorities con-
trol over the volume and
pace of silver entering the

country. The timing is sig-
nificant. Just days earlier,
on May 13, the government
had hiked import duty on
precious metals from 6% to
15% — a steep nine percent-
age point jump that sent an
immediate signal of intent
to the market.

Saturday's import restric-
tion doubles down on that
move, suggesting a coordi-
nated policy effort to clamp

down on silver inflows
rather than merely make
them costlier.

The dual policy action —
higher duties followed by
outright import curbs — is
likely to tighten domestic
supply, potentially pushing
silver prices higher in the
short term.

Jewellers, industrial buy-
ers and bullion traders are
expected to feel the pinch

most immediately. The
move follows the govern-
ment’s decision earlier this
week to raise import duty
on gold and silver to 15%
from 6%, significantly
increasing the cost of
importing precious metals
into India.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment has tightened
rules for duty-free gold
imports by gems and jew-
ellery exporters under the
Advance  Authorisation
(AA) scheme. Under the
revised norms, gold
imports  through the
scheme will now be capped
at 100 kg per licence. The
DGFT has also introduced
stricter compliance checks
for first-time applicants
under the AA scheme. New
applicants will now under-
go mandatory physical
inspection of manufactur-
ing facilities before
approvals are granted.

The latest measures signal
the government’s intent to
strengthen oversight of pre-
cious metals trade while
curbing excessive imports
and improving regulatory
monitoring across the bul-
lion sector.

Chick-fil-A franchisee sued by US gov-
ernment for religious discrimination

The US government is suing
a Chickfil-A franchisee for
allegedly denying an employ-
ee's request to take Saturdays
off work for religious rea-
sons. The lawsuit claims that
Hatch Trick Inc, the fran-
chisee, violated federal law
by denying an employee's
request to refrain from work
on Saturdays for religious
reasons. The employee was a
member of the United
Church of God, which
observes the Sabbath on that
day, the US Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) said in
a press release. The federal
agency is a workplace watch-
dog set up to fight workplace
discrimination. According to
the EEOC, the employee
requested not to be scheduled
for Saturday work during
her initial August 2023 job
interview. Hatch Trick hon-
oured this request for a few
months before eventually
requiring her to work on
Saturdays in February 2024,
despite the employee request-
ing religious accommoda-
tion, the EOCC claims. The
employee was responsible for

managing the delivery driv-
ers at one of Hatch Trick's
Chick-fil-A  locations in
Austin, Texas. According to
court documents filed by the
EOCC, the woman was paid
hourly and worked 45 to 50
hours per week, Monday
through Friday, as well as
some additional Sunday
hours. When she appealed to
management, Hatch Trick
allegedly told the employee
that it was not possible for
her to maintain her manage-
rial role if she did not work
on Saturdays. Instead, they
told her that she had to accept
a delivery driver position,
which entailed lower pay,

reduced benefits and hours,
the EEOC said. She proposed
a number of accommoda-
tions that would have
allowed her to keep her role,
including having a driver
work in the dispatch role on
her day off and working only
after sundown on Saturdays,
according to the EEOC com-
plaint. The watchdog agency
said the company fired the
employee when she refused
to accept the driver position.
"Religious discrimination in
the workplace is unlawful,
and employers must make
reasonable  accommoda-
tions for employees' sincere-
ly held beliefs.

CBI Arrests NEET Paper Leak 2026
Mastermind, A Chemistry Professor From Pune

The Central

Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Saturday
arrested P.V. Kulkarni, described
as the alleged mastermind behind
the NEET UG 2026 paper leak, and
his associate Manisha Waghmare
from Pune. Subsequently, CBI
produced them before the Rouse
Avenue Court in New Delhi. The
arrests mark a significant break-
through in what is shaping up to
be one of the most serious exami-
nation fraud cases in India's
recent history. The examination
was held on May 3 but was can-
celled on May 12 due to the leak,
and will now be held again on
June 21. Around 22 lakh candi-

dates had appeared for the exam.

The case first came to light in
Rajasthan on May 7. According to
the Latur police, some parents
had lodged complaints alleging
that 42 questions from a mock test
conducted by a coaching institute
completely matched the questions
in the NEET UG exam held on
May 3. The CBI subsequently took
over and traced the chain of the

leak back to its source.

Who Is P.V. Kulkarni?

Identified as PV Kulkarni, the
accused was linked to the exam
process on behalf of the National
Testing Agency, which conducted
the cancelled test.

Officials told PTI that Kulkarni
had served on the panel that pre-
pared the NEET question paper
for years. The chemistry teacher
from Pune retired around four

years ago from a reputed college
in Maharashtra's Latur district.
Exploiting his privileged access
to confidential material,
Kulkarni hosted special coaching
classes at his house in the last
week of April and dictated to his
students questions, options and
answers which appeared in the
NEET UG paper on May 3.

The CBI said that during these
special classes, the chemistry lec-

turer "dictated the questions with
options and correct answers,
which students wrote down in
their notebooks. These handwrit-
ten notes matched exactly with
the actual NEET-UG 2026 ques-
tion paper." The CBI found that
co-accused Dhananjay Lokhande
had received the paper from
Manisha Waghmare and passed it
on to Nashik-based Shubham
Khairnar, who in turn passed it on
to Yash Yadav, who circulated it
further. The agency had earlier
arrested seven accused persons,
including Ms. Waghmare. The oth-
ers were identified as Dhananjay
Lokhande from Ahilyanagar and
Shubham Khairnar from Nashik
in Maharashtra; Mangilal Biwal,
Vikas Biwal, and Dinesh Biwal
from Jaipur, Rajasthan; and Yash
Yadav from Gurugram, Haryana.

Of them, five accused are current-
ly in CBI custody for interroga-
tion. The remaining two are being
produced before a court in Pune to
secure transit remand for their
transfer to Delhi for further pro-
ceedings.
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Trump warns Taiwan against declaring
independence, hours after summit

US President Donald Trump
has cautioned Taiwan
against formally declaring
independence from China.
"I'm not looking to have
somebody go independent,"
the US president told Fox
News on Friday, at the end
of his two-day summit with
his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping in Beijing.
Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te has previously stat-
ed that Taiwan does not
need to declare formal inde-
pendence because it already
sees itself as a sovereign
nation. The US has long sup-
ported Taiwan, including
being bound by law to pro-
vide it with a means of self-
defence, but has frequently
had to square this alliance
with maintaining a diplo-
matic relationship with
China. Trump earlier said
he had "made no commit-
ment either way" about the
self-governing island

which China claims as part
of its territory and has not

ruled out taking by force.
Washington's established
position is that it does not
support Taiwanese inde-
pendence, with continued
ties with Beijing being con-
tingent on its acceptance
that there is only one
Chinese government.
Beijing has been vocal in its
dislike of Taiwan's presi-
dent, who it has previously

described as a "troublemak-
er" and a "destroyer of cross-
strait peace". Many
Taiwanese consider them-
selves to be part of a sepa-
rate nation - though most
are in favour of maintaining
the status quo in which
Taiwan neither declares
independence from China
nor unites with it.<In his
interview with Fox News,

World

Trump reiterated that US
policy on the matter had not
changed. "You know, we're
supposed to travel 9,500
miles (15,289km) to fight a
war. I'm not looking for that.
I want them to cool down. I
want China to cool down."
On the flight back to
Washington, the US presi-
dent had told reporters that
he and Xi had spoken "a lot"

about the island, but said he
had declined to discuss
whether the US would
defend it. Xi "feels very
strongly" about the island
and "doesn't want to see a
movement for independ-
ence", Trump said. "The
Taiwan question is the most
important issue in China-US
relations," Xi warned during
the talks, according to
Chinese state media, adding:
"If mishandled, the two
nations could collide or even
come into conflict." Asked if
he foresaw a conflict with
China over Taiwan, Trump
had said: "No, I don't think
so. I think we'll be fine. [Xi]
doesn't want to see a war."
China has ramped up mili-
tary drills around the island
in recent years, raising ten-
sions in the region and test-
ing the balance that
Washington has struck.
Late last year, the Trump
administration announced
an $11bn ($8bn) package of
weapons to be sold to

Taiwan, including advanced
rocket launchers and a vari-
ety of missiles, which
Beijing condemned. Trump
said he would soon decide
whether that sale could go
ahead, adding that he and Xi
had discussed it "in great
detail". He added: "I'm going
to say I have to speak to the
person that right now is, you
know, you know who he is,
that's running Taiwan." The
US does not have formal
relations with Taiwan,
though it maintains sub-
stantial unofficial relations.
US presidents do not tradi-
tionally speak directly to
Taiwan's leader, and to do so
would be likely to cause sig-

nificant tensions with
Beijing, which considers
Taiwan's President Lai
Ching-te a  separatist.

Taiwan Deputy Foreign
Minister Chen Ming-chi
said on Saturday that
Taiwan would need to clari-
fy the exact meaning of
Trump's remarks.
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Rescue diver dies during search
for bodies of Italians who

A rescue diver has died
while searching for the
bodies of four Italians who
died in a scuba-diving acci-
dent in the Maldives. Staff
Sgt Mohamed Mahdhee
was taken to hospital in
critical condition and later
succumbed to his injuries,
a government spokesman
told the BBC on Saturday.
The five Italians died while
attempting to explore
caves at a depth of around
50m (164ft). So far, just one
of their bodies is thought to
have been recovered, in a
cave at a depth of around
60m (197ft). The incident is
believed to be the worst
single diving accident in
the tiny Indian Ocean
nation, a popular tourist
destination because of its

drowned 1in Maldives caves

string of coral islands.
Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu trav-
elled to Vaavu Atoll on
Saturday to observe the
search operations. "Eight
rescue divers went into the
water today. When they
surfaced, they realised Mr
Mahdhee didn't come up,"
Mohamed Hossain
Shareef, a Maldivian gov-
ernment spokesman told
the BBC. The other divers
immediately went into the
water again and they
found Mahdhee had
blacked out. The Maldives
military has described the
operation as very high
risk, with unfavourable
weather conditions. Italian
Foreign Minister Antonio
Tajani sent condolences:
"These days of grief for
Italy are compounded by
the news that one of your
brave soldiers... died
while attempting to dive
to reach the bodies of our
fellow Italians." "This
tragedy unites Italy and
the Maldives in grief and
respect for the victims,"
he added.

NEW OUTBREAK OF
EBOLA KILLS 80 IN
EASTERN DR CONGO

Africa's top health agency
has declared an Ebola out-
break in the Democratic
Republic of Congo's eastern
Tturi province. Around 246
cases and 80 deaths have
been reported, mainly in the
gold-mining  towns  of
Mongwalu and Rwampara,
said the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention (Africa CDC).
Ugandan officials confirmed
one case of imported Ebola
from DR Congo on Friday,
with the country's health
ministry stating that a 59-
year-old male who died on
Thursday had tested positive.
Ebola was first discovered in
1976 in what is now DR
Congo, and is thought to have
spread from bats. This is the
17th outbreak of the deadly
viral disease in the country.
It is spread through direct
contact with bodily fluids
and through broken skin,
causing severe bleeding and
organ failure. Early symp-
toms include fever, muscle
pain, fatigue, headache and
sore throat, and are followed
by vomiting, diarrhoea, a
rash and bleeding. There is
no proven cure for Ebola.
According to the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
the average fatality rate is
around 50%. Preliminary

tests conducted at the Institut
National de Recherche
Biomédicale (INRB) in the
capital, Kinshasa, have
detected the virus in 13 of 20
samples analysed, following
consultations with DR
Congo's Ministry of Health
and National Public
Institute. Tests are also being
carried out to identify the
strain of the virus. Of the 80
deaths, four were reported
among lab-confirmed cases,
Africa CDC said. Additional
suspected cases have also
been reported in Ituri's
provincial capital, Bunia,
with laboratory confirmation
pending. Africa CDC said it
was concerned by the high
risk of further spread due to
the wurban settings of
Rwampara and Bunia, and
mining activities in
Mongwalu. The health
agency's executive director
Dr Jean Kaseya added that
"significant population move-
ment" between the affected
areas and neighbouring
countries also meant regional
co-ordination was essential.
All affected communities and
atrisk areas have been
advised to follow guidelines
from the national health
authorities. The Congolese
government has not yet offi-
cially declared an outbreak.

Man killed by 13ft great white
shark in Western Australia

A 38-year-old man has been
killed by a 13ft (4m) great
white shark in Western
Australia. On Saturday, the
man was bitten just before
10:00 (03:00 BST) at
Horseshoe Reef - north-west
of the popular Rottnest
Island near the city of Perth,
local police said. Aerial
footage showed the man
being rushed to shore by
boat where paramedics and
police performed CPR at the
Geordie Bay jetty, local
media ABC reported. "Sadly

the man was unable to be
revived," a police spokesper-
son said. The state's
Department of Primary
Industries and Regional
Development told AFP
news agency it received a
report the man was bitten
by the great white.

The department urged the
public to take "additional
caution" in waters around
the area. The attack is the
first fatal incident in
Western Australia since
March last year.

SENIOR IS LEADER KILLED IN JOINT
OPERATION, US AND NIGERIA SAY

Nigeria and the United States
say they have killed a senior
Islamic State (IS) leader in a
joint-operation. Abu-Bilal al-
Minuki was described by US
President Donald Trump as
the "second in command of
ISIS globally" and "the most
active terrorist in the world".
IS has radically shifted in
recent years, with around
90% of its attacks now taking
place in sub-Saharan Africa.
Its Nigeria-based branch is
by far the most active.
Nigerian President Bola
Tinubu said the two coun-
tries had carried out a "dar-
ing joint operation that dealt
a heavy blow" to IS. Al-
Minuki was declared a
Specially Designated Global
Terrorist by Washington in
2023. He was Kkilled along with
"several of his lieutenants"
during a strike on his com-
pound in the Lake Chad

Basin, a huge region of water-
ways and swampland shared
by Nigeria, Chad, Niger and
Cameroon. A  military
spokesman said intelligence
had established Minuki had
established a fortified base in
the area - in Metele, Borno
state. The Lake Chad basin
has long been a stronghold
for Boko Haram and its rival
faction, Islamic State West
Africa Province (Iswap). The
Nigerian military said the

operation began shortly after
midnight on Saturday, after
months of intelligence gath-
ering and reconnaissance. It
said the operation "zero casu-
alties or loss of assets" were
recorded, describing the oper-
ation as evidence of growing
cooperation between
Nigerian and US forces. It
said that al-Minuki had been
promoted to "Head of General
Directorate of States", making
him one of the most senior fig-

ures within the global IS hier-
archy. He previously oversaw
IS-linked operations across
the Sahel and West Africa,
including attacks targeting
civilians and minority com-
munities. The military also
linked al-Minuki to the 2018
Dapchi schoolgirls kidnap-
ping when more than 100 girls
from a boarding school in
north-eastern Nigeria were
taken by militant group Boko
Haram. Before pledging alle-
giance to IS in 2015, he was
described as a senior Boko
Haram commander. Boko
Haram began its military
campaign to impose Islamic
rule in northern Nigeria in
2009. The group pledged its
allegiance to IS after what
was believed to be the then-
leader Abubakar Shekau
posted an audio statement
on Boko Haram's X account
in 2015.

US PLANNING TO CHARGE EX-CUBAN
LEADER RAUL CASTRO

The US justice department is
reportedly preparing to indict
aging Cuban leader Raul
Castro in the coming days
over the shooting down of two
aircraft three decades ago.
The reported charges, which
would need to be approved by
a US grand jury, emerged as
the director of the CIA trav-
elled to Cuba to meet officials
in Havana. Castro, 94, stepped
down as Cuban Communist
Party leader in 2021, ending
his family's more than half a
century in power. He led the
country for 15 years, stepping
in after his brother, Fidel,
resigned. The potential indict-
ment is the latest move in a
US pressure campaign that
has included an oil blockade
and widespread sanctions.

The charges are said to centre
on the 1996 downing of two
planes operated by the US
activist-humanitarian group
Brothers to the Rescue.
Unnamed US Department of
Justice (DoJ) officials told US
media the indictment could
come as soon as next
Wednesday. Asked on Friday

about the reported indictment

plan, President Donald
Trump told reporters on Air
Force One: "T1l let DoJ com-
ment on it." He added: "But
[Cubans] need help, as you
know. And you talk about a
declining country. They are
really a nation, a country in
decline." Trump has issued an

oil blockade against Cuba,
which has exacerbated fuel
shortages. This week the
island's energy minister
acknowledged that Cuba has,
in essence, run out of fuel oil.
Potential charges against
Raul Castro were unclear, but
officials said the investigation
centred on an attack on two
small planes, which happened
on 24 February 1996 while
Fidel was president and Raual
was armed forces minister.
Four people aboard were
killed in the incident.
Brothers to the Rescue, a
Cuban exile group that
searched for rafts carrying
migrants from Cuba to the
US, had previously dropped
anti-Castro leaflets near the
Cuban coast.

Toddlers among more than 50 schoolchildren kidnapped in Nigeria |

Switzerland to open secret
files on Auschwitz 'Angel of
Death' Mengele

The Swiss Federal
Intelligence Service has
said it will finally open long-
sealed files on the notorious
Nazi war criminal Josef
Mengele, but without say-
ing when. Mengele fled
Europe after World War
Two, but for years there
have been rumours that he
spent time in Switzerland,
even though an internation-
al warrant was out for his
arrest. Historians have

repeatedly requested access
to thefiles, but until now the
Swiss authorities have
refused. Mengele was a doc-
tor who served in
Germany's Waffen SS. He
was posted to the Auschwitz
extermination camp in
Nazi-occupied Poland,
where he selected those to
be sent to the gas chambers
— an estimated 1.1 million
people died, including about
amillion Jews.

FREIGHT TRAIN AND BUS
CRASH KILLS AT LEAST
EIGHT IN BANGKOK

A crash between a freight
train and a public bus has
killed at least eight people
and injured dozens of oth-
ers in Bangkok. Police
and rescue officials said
the collision triggered a
fire that engulfed the pub-
lic bus on Saturday.
Several nearby vehicles
were also hit during the
incident, prompting fire-
fighters and rescue crews
to be dispatched. Teams
worked to pull injured vic-
tims from the wreckage as
fire crews contained the
blaze. The fire has been
brought under -control,
with crews now working

to cool the area, vent gas
and continue to search for
victims. The incident took
place near Makkasan
train station in the city
centre on Saturday after-
noon. Deputy Transport
Minister Siripong
Angkasakulkiat said ini-
tial reports suggested the
bus had stopped on the
tracks amid heavy traffic,
preventing crossing bar-
riers from closing. The
train carrying containers
was not able to stop in
time, he added. The full
cause of the crash is still
under investigation,
authorities say.
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""Zero Sense'': Ruturaj Gaikwad
Blasted For Big Tactical Blunder, Made
Even Before LSG Match Started

Chennai Super Kings' 3-
game winning run came to
an end against bottom-table
Lucknow Super Giants in
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 campaign on
Friday, putting their playoff
qualification at risk. Punjab
Kings' slip-up had opened the
door for CSK to go fourth in
the points table, but they
couldn't capitalise on the
opportunity. After the game,
former Chennai batter
Subramaniam Badrinath
tore into skipper Rituraj
Gaikwad for his ‘tactical
blunder' that played a role in
the team's defeat against
Lucknow. Rituraj himself
blamed the bowling unit for
the below-par show against
LSG, after the batters took
them to a challenging total of
187/5 on a tricky wicket.
Lucknow chased down the
total in just 16.4 overs. "CSK
losing because of team selec-
tion errors is becoming a pat-
tern this season. Leaving out
Akeal Hosein on this track
made zero sense. Another
game, another missed oppor-
tunity," Badrinath said on X

(formerly Twitter). CSK los-
ing because of team selection
errors is becoming a pattern
this season. Leaving out
Akeal Hosein on this track
made zero sense. Another
game, another missed oppor-
tunity. Rituraj refused to
press the panic button after
the defeat and urged his
teammates to focus on the
next two games, and get the
two wins that take the team
to the next round.

"T felt there was a bit of some-
thing for the fast bowlers.
You know, when we batted,
we found it difficult to hit it
off the hard lengths proba-
bly, their bowlers executed it

really well. But I think we
were looking at 160 or 170
and we ended up getting 180.
So I thought, probably noth-
ing much better we could
have done from a batting
point of view, but I think
credit to them. They batted
really well and never know
if the pitch got better or not,
but I think they played some
extraordinary shots," he
said. "Just make sure we
come back and improve
what are the areas we need
to improve and yes, try and
adapt and assess the condi-
tions as quickly as possible
and it is a simple calcula-
tion for us.

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP SHOCKERS:

Bryson DeChambeau, Tommy Fleetwood Crash Out
While Rory Mcllroy Keeps Major Dream Alive

The noise around Ryder Cup
form, LIV Golf expectations
and fading major hopes only
grew louder at Aronimink
Golf Club after a brutal
Friday left several elite
names packing early. What
began as another high-pro-
file PGA Championship
turned into a survival test,
with the Pennsylvania lay-
out punishing even some of
the sport's biggest stars as
the cut line tightened head-
ing into the weekend. Bryson
DeChambeau's exit drew the
sharpest clubhouse reaction
after the two-time US Open
champion failed to recover
from a disastrous opening
round. Tommy Fleetwood,
Viktor Hovland and Robert
Maclntyre also slipped out of

contention, adding fresh
pressure to players already
battling form concerns, golf
rankings movement and
looming Ryder Cup scrutiny
during a packed major sea-
son. PGA Championship cut
line leaves LIV Golf and
Ryder Cup stars stunned

DeChambeau arrived carry-
ing strong major expecta-
tions after recent LIV Golf
performances, but
Aronimink never allowed
him to settle. His opening
six-over-par round immedi-
ately left him chasing the
field and the response many

expected never materialised.
The Crushers GC captain
eventually signed off at
seven over par in a tie for
114th, one of the tourna-
ment's biggest surprises
after entering the week
among the betting favorites.
Fleetwood's wait for a first
major title also rolls on after
another frustrating finish
under tournament pressure.
The Englishman closed at
five over par before heading
home early, while
MaclIntyre's challenge col-
lapsed during a difficult sec-
ond-round 75 that matched
Fleetwood's total. Ryder Cup
team-mates Hovland and
Sepp Straka were also
unable to survive the cut
after both finished six over.

Chase Daniel Calls The Dianna Russini-Mike Vrabel Controversy
'Unfortunate': "I'm Sure She'll Land On Her Feet"

NFL locker rooms are used
to dealing with distrac-
tions, but few offseason sto-
rylines have crossed into
mainstream attention quite
like the ongoing specula-
tion involving Dianna
Russini and New England
Patriots head coach Mike
Vrabel. What began as
online chatter around viral
photographs has steadily
turned into one of the
league's most uncomfort-
able media conversations,
pulling in reporters, former
players and fans across
social media. Now, former
NFL quarterback Chase
Daniel has become one of
the first people closely con-
nected to Russini to pub-
licly react. Daniel
addressed the situation dur-
ing an appearance on the
Jim Rome Show, where he

was asked directly about
Russini, his former Scoop
City podcast co-host at The
Athletic. Rather than offer
detailed insight or take
sides publicly, the former
quarterback made it clear
he was intentionally keep-
ing his distance from the
growing NFL media storm.
Chase Daniel reacts to
Dianna Russini and Mike

Vrabel controversy As spec-
ulation around Russini and
Vrabel continued dominat-
ing NFL news cycles,
Daniel sounded cautious
about saying anything that
could further inflame the
conversation. Without criti-
cising either side, he
acknowledged how messy
the situation had become
while drawing a clear line

around private matters.
“Look, that's something
that's unfortunate in many
different ways,” Daniel said
during Thursday's episode
of the Jim Rome Show,
when asked about the
drama.

“We haven't really chatted
about it. We haven't done
any of that, so I'm going to
leave that there. That's
their business.” Daniel,
who spent years around
NFL locker rooms and
media circles, appeared to
understand how quickly
narratives can spiral once
personal situations become
public talking points dur-
ing the offseason. Even
while avoiding specifics, he
hinted that he expects
Russini to recover profes-
sionally from the backlash
surrounding the story.

Ricky Saints’ Big WWE SmackDown Moment
Overshadowed By Major Live TV Production Glitch

At a time when WWE is try-
ing to keep SmackDown's
momentum strong, Friday
night became more about a
live production mistake
than the actual wrestling.
Fans expecting another big
step in Ricky Saints' WWE
rise instead saw an awk-
ward broadcast issue inter-
rupt one of the night's fea-
tured matches. The former
AEW champion has been
building momentum since
joining WWE, which made
the timing of the mistake
even more unfortunate as
the company continues try-
ing to establish him as an
important part of the

SmackDown roster. What
was supposed to be a strong
outing against Carmelo
Hayes suddenly turned con-
fusing once the broadcast
audio stopped matching the
action in the ring. Within
minutes, clips of the mistake

spread
across
social
media,
with
many
fans
question-
ing how
such an
obvious
error hap-
pened dur-
ing a live
WWE show.
Ricky
Saints
match

on WWE SmackDown dis-
rupted by major production
glitch The problem reported-
ly started during an impor-
tant moment in the match as
the atmosphere inside the
arena shifted and commen-
tary began building excite-
ment for the closing
sequence. Instead of hearing
commentary connected to
the match, viewers at home
suddenly heard unrelated
promotional audio for anoth-
er WWE event while the
action inside the ring contin-
ued normally. The mis-
match created a strange
viewing experience, with
fans hearing one thing while
watching something com-
pletely different happen on
screen. Even some people
inside the arena appeared
confused as the segment
briefly lost its rhythm.

throughout the match.

James on SmackDown

Paige and Brie Bella faced Giulia and Kiana

The match started with Paige and Brie Bella
lookinglike the stronger team on paper. Giulia
and Kiana James had shown signs of tension
in recent weeks, with several moments of mis-
communication causing problems between
them before this match even happened. Still,
once the bell rang, things did not go as easily as
expected for the champions. Giulia and James
surprisingly managed to work together for
most of the match and kept the pressure on
Paige and Brie for long stretches.

Paige Suffers Awkward Wardrobe Malfunction During
WWE SmackDown As Cameras Suddenly Cut Away

A surprising moment during this week's
WWE SmackDown quickly grabbed fans'
attention after Paige appeared to suffer a
wardrobe issue in the middle of a live match.
The incident happened duringa Women's Tag
Team bout where Paige teamed up with Brie
Bella against Giulia and Kiana James. While
the match itself was already intense, viewers
online were more focused on what happened
to Paige's ring gear during the action. Fans
watching closely noticed the former WWE star
repeatedly trying to adjust part of her top

Virat Kohli's ODI World Cup Ultimatum
Leaves BCCI In A Tight Spot

When a sport-

Internationals are bound to force

especially at this stage of his career.

tional cricket, especially at the age

ing icon like
Virat Kohli has
to justify his

worth,
know

we

that

everything
isn't right when

it comes to his
relationship with
the coaches, the
management or the

board. Kohli

has

never been one to

speak

in half

measures, but his
remarks regard-
ing his future
in One Day

even the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) to think
about the road forward for the 2027
ODI World Cup.

Speaking candidly on the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru podcast,
Kohli addressed the relentless spec-
ulation surrounding his participa-
tion in the 2027 ICC ODI World Cup.
In doing so, he sent a clear message
straight to the BCCI bosses, the
management and selectors. "Either
tell me on day one I am not good
enough or I am not needed. But if I
am made to feel like I need to con-
stantly prove my worth and my
value, then I am not in that space,"
were Kohli's comments in the pod-
cast, as he made it clear that he is in
no mood to prove himself again,

If pushed, he hinted at moving on
from "this space". For a player who
has redefined modern cricket's fit-
ness and run-scoring benchmarks,
the statement is a fierce defence of
his legacy. For the BCCI and the
national selection committee, how-
ever, it complicates an already intri-
cate relationship. The Complexities
Of One-Format Following his T20
International retirement after
India's 2024 World Cup triumph and
his subsequent departure from Test
cricket, Kohli's international career
is now exclusively reserved for the
50-over format. With ODIs increas-
ingly squeezed out of the global cal-
endar, the lack of consistent game
time naturally demands a debate
about Kohli's continuity in interna-

of 37. Yet, Kohli's counter-argument
shifts the burden of proof entirely
onto the management. By stressing
that his year-round, elite lifestyle
ensures he can "run boundary to
boundary for 40 overs without com-
plaint," Kohli is making it clear that
any attempt to drop or phase him
out cannot be masked as a "fitness"
or "workload" decision. Last year,
Kohli scored 651 runs in the ODI for-
mat at an average of 65.1, while also
recording three centuries. This
year, he already has a hundred to
his name in one-day cricket. The
BCCI's selection policy in recent
times heavily favoured flexibility,
often assessing senior players
series-by-series as major tourna-
ments approach.

Has MrBeast Really Lost 50%
Of Views? YouTuber
Responds To Stunning Claims

MrBeast is once again
trending online after claims
started spreading that his
YouTube viewership had
fallen by 50%. The discus-
sion picked up after a clip
from the PBD Podcast went
viral on X on May 15, 2026.
During the conversation,
podcast host Patrick Bet-
David talked about
YouTube's algorithm and
questioned whether the
platform may be changing
how large creators get rec-
ommended to viewers.
While discussing the topic,
Patrick pointed to reports
claiming that MrBeast's
videos were no longer
pulling the massive num-
bers they once did. He com-
pared older uploads that
reportedly reached hun-
dreds of millions of views to
newer uploads that are now
landing somewhere around
60 to 100 million views. The
clip quickly spread online,
with  people debating
whether YouTube's algo-
rithm had changed or if
viewer habits were simply
different now. MrBeast,
whose real name is Jimmy
Donaldson, later reacted to
the claims himself. The
YouTuber pushed back on

the “50% down” number
and explained that compar-
ing old videos to newer
uploads does not really tell
the full story. His response
started another wave of dis-
cussion across social
media. Why people started
saying MrBeast's YouTube
views are falling The con-
versation mainly came
from a viral segment of the
PBD Podcast. Patrick Bet-
David said many big cre-
ators seem to be seeing
lower numbers recently,
including podcasts and
entertainment  channels
that once pulled much big-
ger audiences. While talk-
ing about MrBeast specifi-
cally, Patrick mentioned
that older videos on the
channel had accumulated
extremely high numbers
over time. According to
him, newer uploads now
appear much lower in com-
parison, leading some peo-
ple to believe viewership
had dropped heavily. The
clip gained attention fast
because MrBeast is still the
most subscribed creator on
YouTube, so any conversa-
tion about his channel per-
formance instantly becomes
a huge topic online.
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Teja Sajja, Prasanth Varma, K
Niranjan Reddy, PrimeShow
Entertainment’s Pan India
Blockbuster HanuMan Releasing In
3D In Telugu, Hindi On June 25

uperhero Teja Sajja
and creative film-

maker Prasanth

Varma’s sensational
blockbuster HanuMan is
gearing up for a grand
return to the big screen
with a spectacular 3D
makeover. The National
Award-winning film,
which originally took the
nation by storm with its
blend of mythology, emo-
tion, and contemporary sto-
rytelling, is now set for a
global 3D release on 25 June
2026. Produced by K
Niranjan Reddy under
PrimeShow Entertainment,
the film earned historic

acclaim during its initial
run for its imaginative
world-building, impactful
narrative, and strong techni-
cal execution. With its
enhanced 3D presentation,
the makers aim to offer audi-
ences an even more immer-
sive experience of the divine
world of Anjanadri.
Amritha Aiyer stars as the
leading lady, while cine-
matographer  Dasaradhi
Sivendra originally crafted
the film’s striking visuals.
The music by Gowra Hari
and Anudeep Dev added
emotional depth and played
a significant role in the
film’s massive appeal.

“That was a memorable moment

during the shooting of ‘Thimmarajupalli

TV’” — Actor Pradeep Kotte

duced by hero Kiran Abbavaram under

his KA Productions banner in associa-

tion with Sumaira Studios while
encouraging new talent, became a successful
village-based period drama. Teja Velpucharla
worked as co-producer, and V. Muniraju made
his debut as director with this movie. The film
is set to stream on the OTT platform Aha from
the 15th of this month. On this occasion, actor
Pradeep Kotte shared details about his cine-
matic journey.

T he film ‘Thimmarajupalli TV’, pro-

BACKGROUND...

- I am from Palamaneru in Chittoor district. I
worked in Chennai and later shifted to
Hyderabad. After coming here, I entered act-
ing through short films. I performed in stage
plays under Bashir Master at B Studio. Our
director V. Muniraju watched those plays and
auditioned me for the role of Rajappa. Later,
when I learned that Kiran Abbavaram was
producing the film, I became very confident.

FIRST OPPORTUNITY...

- The character Rajappa in ‘Thimmarajupalli
TV’ received great appreciation. It had many
variations, and I got a very good response
through that role. I can truly call this my first
real opportunity in cinema. Though I acted in
short films and independent movies before,
this was my first feature film and my first
appearance on the big screen.

BALANCING TWO CAREERS...

- I continued my job while trying for film
opportunities. Through work-from-home and
leaves, I managed this movie too. I feel the
delay in my career happened because I could-
n’t dedicate myself fully. For the last ten years,
I've been balancing both careers. My family
supported me a lot, especially my wife. Since
she took care of family responsibilities, I was
able to focus on both my job and films.

KIRAN ABBAVARAM WAS POPULAR
EVEN THEN...

- I've loved cinema since childhood, though I
didn’t realize it was my passion. During engi-
neering, I acted in a short film and understood
my interest in acting. Back when we were
making short films, I already knew Kiran

Abbavaram. He also knew me as an artist.
Even at that time, he had a fan following. He
mastered every craft and reached this stage
through hard work.

NO FEAR ANYMORE...

- In these ten years of experience, I lost my fear
of the camera. I learned how to perform in
front of it. Theatre drama taught me dialogue
delivery and diction. In one play, I performed
five different roles continuously for one and a
half hours. Director Muniraju used to explain
every scene in great detail. The workshop
helped us immensely.

EVERY CHARACTER CREATES AN
IMPACT...

- I liked many performances in the movie,
including those by Sai Tej and Latheesh. Most
of the actors performed in single takes. Every
character in the film creates an impact.

A MEMORABLE MOMENT...

- No one in my family knew that I was involved
in acting. Only my sister knew a little about it.
Without informing my parents, my sister
brought them to the shooting location. Seeing
my parents there, and them seeing me acting
like that, was truly a memorable moment.
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Chilaka Productions next Mareechika Trailer
Promises A Haunting Tale Of Love, Betrayal
And Revenge; Hitting Big Screens in May 29th

ational Award-win-

ning filmmaker Satish

Kasetty is all set to cap-

tivate Telugu audi-
ences once again with his
upcoming thriller
Mareechika. Known for pre-
senting unique and thought-
provoking concepts on
screen, the director appears
to have crafted another
intriguing cinematic experi-
ence. Featuring Regina
Cassandra, Anupama
Parameswaran and Viraj
Ashwin in lead roles, the film
is gearing up for a grand the-
atrical release on May 29.
Backed by passionate produc-
ers Rajiv Chilaka and
Meghhaa Chilakka under the
Chilaka Productions banner,
the film has already started
creating strong curiosity
with its intense theatrical
trailer. The trailer opens on
an emotional and mysterious
note with Anupama
Parameswaran ( Venkata
Laxmi ) playing a village girl
who claims that someone has
killed Sanju ( Viraj Ashwin ).
The initial portions beautiful-

ly showcase the innocent
romance and cheerful
moments shared between
Viraj Ashwin and Anupama.
Their chemistry brings
warmth and emotional depth
before the story suddenly
shifts gears. Regina
Cassandra then makes a
striking entry as Mareechika,
a US—returned woman intro-
duced into Viraj’s life by
Anupama herself, setting the
stage for a dramatic emotion-
al conflict.

As the narrative progresses,
relationships begin to change
and emotions spiral into
heartbreak and suspicion.
Anupama’s character under-
goes a drastic transformation
after witnessing the growing
closeness between Viraj and
Regina. What begins as a ten-
der love story soon evolves
into a gripping thriller
packed with tension, emo-
tional trauma and unexpect-
ed twists. The trailer cleverly
avoids revealing major plot
points while maintaining a
sense of mystery around
every character. The second

half of the trailer intensifies
with suspenseful visuals and
a murder investigation that
raises several intriguing
questions. Who exactly Killed
Sanju? Who is Mareechika?
Is betrayal driving the events
unfolding around them? The
police investigation, layered
with emotional confronta-
tions and dark undertones,
hints at a story filled with psy-
chological depth and revenge-
driven drama. The makers
seem determined to deliver a
thriller that keeps audiences
guessing till the very end.
Adding immense weight to
the film’s atmosphere is the
music composed by leg-
endary maestro Ilaiyaraaja.
His powerful background
score significantly elevates
the tension and emotional
impact throughout the trail-
er. With visually engaging
storytelling, emotionally lay-
ered performances and a sus-
pense-filled narrative,
Mareechika promises to offer
Telugu audiences a fresh and
thrilling cinematic experi-
ence on the big screen.

Grand Curtain Raiser Event Held for
Cross-State Reality Show “Jungle Boogie”

he curtain raiser event
T of the cross-state reali-

ty show Jungle Boogie

was held grandly in
Hyderabad on Friday. Five
teams — Telugu Lions, Hindi
Hawks, Tamil Tigers,
Mavericks, and Kannada
Panthers — are set to partici-
pate in this reality show.
Auditions will be conducted
on the 17th and 18th of this
month at Prasad Labs in
Hyderabad. Contestants will
be selected after multiple
rounds of screening. Around
200 participants are expected
to attend the auditions.
Those selected will stay in a
forest for 90 days and per-
form adventurous tasks
assigned by the organizers.
Contestants who survive the
eliminations will eventually
emerge as winners.
Speaking at the Jungle
Boogie curtain raiser event
held on Saturday:
Senior film  journalist
Prabhu said, “Designing a
reality show like Jungle

Boogie on the scale of a pan-
India movie is a great
achievement. Five teams are
participating in this reality
show. Auditions are being
conducted on the 17th and
18th of this month, and
selected contestants will
enter the show. Staying in
the forest for 90 days and per-
forming adventurous tasks
will be a challenge not only
for the participants but also
for the organizers. I hope
Jungle Boogie, which comes

PUSHED TO JUNE

DHURANDHAR 2’S
OTT RELEASE

with an exciting concept,
becomes a great success in
all languages.”

Senior film journalist YJ
Rambabu said, “Reality
shows engage audiences
with innovative concepts.
Jungle Boogie is also arriv-
ing with a unique idea. This
pan-India reality show
deserves great appreciation.
We convey our best wishes to
the entire team. The media
fraternity will definitely sup-
port this show.” Director

Yashodhara Vikram said,
“As a director and writer, I
have worked on several films
in the Kannada film indus-
try. This concept was given
by my friend Vinod, who has
previously worked on some
reality shows. When I
approached him for a movie
project, he suggested we first
make this reality show and
then proceed with the film.
After hearing the concept, I
felt it would be a highly chal-
lenging reality show. We
approached leading televi-
sion channels, and they
requested a pilot episode. We
expect approval from them
soon. I have taken directing
Jungle Boogie as a challenge
and hope for everyone’s sup-
port.” Epic Productions head
Parthasarathi said, “India is
a blend of diverse cultures.
Though the show is present-
ed as a competition among
contestants from different
states, our intention is to
convey that our culture is
ultimately one.

Purushaha has all kinds of elements, It’s a film you can
enjoy with your entire family: Director Veeru Vulavala

nder the presentation of

Bathula Saraswathi and the

banner of Kalyan

Productions, Bathula
Koteswara Rao is producing the
upcoming film Purushaha. With this
movie, Pavan Kalyan Bathula is
making his debut as a hero, while it
is directed by Veeru Vulavala. The
cast includes Pavan Kalyan,
Sapthagiri, Kasireddy Raj Kumar,
Rayancha Kokkura, Vishika, and
Hasini Sudheer in key roles. The
movie is scheduled for release on
May 22nd. So far, the posters, songs,
glimpses, and teaser have successful-
ly created strong curiosity among
the audience. As part of the promo-
tions, director Veeru Vulavala
shared several interesting details
with the media.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR BACK-

GROUND:

I've always been fond of painting. As
a kid, I used to paint pictures of
heroes on cloth, and those paintings
would be displayed in front of the-
atres. Later, I pursued Bachelor of
Fine Arts. No matter what I did, I
always wanted to be part of the film
industry. During that time, I wrote
and designed the title for Kotha
Bangaru Lokam. Since then, I have
written and designed over 350 film
titles for stars including Chiranjeevi
garu and Pavan Kalyan garu.

HOW DID THE PRODUCER GET
CONVINCED? WHAT WAS HIS
REACTION AFTER HEARING THE
STORY?

While I was going around narrating
this story, I got the opportunity to
work in the direction team of
Masooda, which became a successful

film. I worked very seriously for
about three months and narrated the
story to many people. Eventually, it
reached Koteswara Rao garu. I told
him clearly that although the main
plot revolves around Govind (Pavan
Kalyan) and Kamala (Rayancha)’s
love story, the film also has many
strong supporting characters. He
really liked the story. He felt that
only with a subject like this his son
could reach family audiences, and
immediately gave his approval.

TELL US ABOUT THE PRODUC-
ER’S SUPPORT:

Producer Koteswara Rao garu never
questioned us even once about any-
thing during the making. At every
stage, he encouraged us wholeheart-
edly. His daughter Saraswathi garu
took great care of the entire team on
set every single day. With their sup-

port, I was able to make the film so
well. After watching the final cut,
Koteswara Rao garu held me and
cried. He said, “This is my 26-year
dream,” and became emotional.

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERS IN
PURUSHAHA LIKE?

Pavan Kalyan will be seen as a good-
hearted man who can go to any
extent for love. The roles played by
Sapthagiri and Kasireddy offer solid
entertainment. Especially the dia-
logues written for Kasireddy’s char-
acter will leave the audience in
splits. There are many interesting
roles played by VTV Ganesh,
Anantha Sriram, and Vennela
Kishore. Every character has some-
thing memorable. There’s an episode
involving Vennela Kishore near a
window- audiences will laugh
uncontrollably in theatres.

KIARA’S BOLD
RELATIONSHIP
ADVICE SPARKS

CULTURAL DEBATE

hen Kiara Advani

and Siddharth

Malhotra got mar-
ried, there was a huge
appreciation and admira-
tion from the public on
social media.
No one expected that the
couple was going to settle
down in life, and until that
happened, they remained
silent despite the rumors
and speculations that tried
to irk them. Now, they have
a daughter named
Saraayah about whom
Kiara spoke in a recent
podcast interview.
Kiara Advani said that she
wouldn’t want her daugh-
ter to feel like she can only
date one person and has to
marry that same person. “I

would want her to see a
very full life. I don’t want
her to feel like she has to
only date one person or she
has to... Like, there’s no
restriction of if you want to
get married, get married,
and if you don’t want to get
married, don’t get mar-
ried...” Kiara said. Kiara
Advani was in other rela-
tionships before eventually
marrying Siddharth. She
thinks that it helped her to
get to know more about
herself and what she
wants. “I'll tell her
(Saraayah) that it’s okay to
experience life in totality,
to decide what you want
and what you don’t want,
and you will make mis-
takes along the way.
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