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President Droupadi Murmu has promulgated the
Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment
Ordinance, 2026, increasing the sanctioned strength
of judges in the Supreme Court of India from 33 to

37, excluding the Chief Justice of India.
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25 VULTURES
DIED DUE TO
PESTICIDES IN
DUDHWA FOREST

Uttar Pradesh forest department has
ordered a high-level probe into the
death of 25 vultures. Dudhwa forest
buffer zone last month reportedly due
to poisoning by a pesticide. The princi-
pal chief conservator of forests, Uttar

Pradesh has ordered a high-level field
investigation by a two-member team
of senior forest officials, including
Sanjay Pathak (presently posted at
NTCA) and DPO Bahraich, Sundaresh.
Recent Lab reports from the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute 9 (IVRI),
Bareilly, confirmed that the 25 vultures
died in the area surrounding the Dudhwa
National Park from poisoning by “carbo-
furan”, a highly toxic pesticide commonly
known by the brand name “Furadan”.
Initial investigations pointed to the vul-
tures dying after nibbling at the carcass-
es of the stray dogs. Recovery of some
poisonous cooked rice from the spot indi-
cated that the dogs died after consuming
the rice and the vultures died due to sec-
ondary poisoning after consuming the
dogs’ carcasses. The lab examination
report, analysed the viscera of vultures
and dogs. A senior forest official of
Dudhwa said that a highly toxic pesticide
‘Carbofuran’ in the carcasses and food
samples collected from the site. Now the
department will carry out an awareness
programme among the villagers to
apprise them about the lethal impacts of
such highly toxic pesticides on human
health, wildlife and also on the crops.
Other required proceedings in the matter
would also be ensured. The incident
occurred on April 7 in an agricultural field
in Semrai village, which falls under the
Bhira forest range of the Dudhwa buffer
zone. While 25 vultures died, five uncon-
scious vultures were successfully treated
and released back into the ild once they
were fit to fly.

Being an endangered hird species of
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Rahul reiterates demand to sack
Dharmendra Pradhan over NEET paper leak s

New Delhi (TSIT

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on
Sunday reiterated his demand
for the resignation of Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over the
NEET-UG 2026 exam paper
leak, accusing the BJP-led
Centre of not taking account-
ability for such '"repeated"
instances.Taking to X, LoP
Gandhi referred to the alleged
irregularities in the NEET-UG
2024 examination and claimed
that despite the CBI's investiga-
tion and formation of a com-
mittee, the exam was not can-
celled at that time.

"NEET 2024: Paper leaked.
Exam not cancelled. Minister
did not resign. CBI set up an
investigation. A committee
was formed", he wrote.
Significantly, the Supreme
Court had refused to cancel the
2024 NEET-UG exam due to
insufficient evidence of “sys-
temic” leak.

Gandhi drew similarities
between the NEET-UG 2026
cancellation and subsequent
re-examination, with the 2024
instance."NEET 2026: Paper
leaked. Exam cancelled.

Minister still did not resign.
CBI is investigating again.
Another committee will be
formed," he said.Moreover,
Gandhi questioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
maintaining silence on the
issue and asked why the
Education Minister is not ten-
dering his resignation despite
repeated paper leaks.

"Mr. Modi, the country is

cussion'?" he asked further

A day Dbefore, Gandhi
released a video statement in
which he claimed that the
NEET question paper had been
circulated two days before the
examination.

Targeting the Education
Minister, LoP Gandhi had
said: "The whole country
knows that the paper was dis-
tributed two days before the
exam. India’s Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan says he has nothing
to do with it. You have dam-
aged the very core idea of
India."He had alleged that

there is a nexus involving

LoP cites the RSS, BJP, and indi-

repeatedexam  Viduals appointed in

irregularities, educational institu-

questions PM tions, claiming the sys-

Modi’s silence tem was being used for

asking you e ’ profiteering at the cost
some ques- of students’ futures.

tions - answer ~ BIP-RSS nexus; The Congress leader

them! Why NEET-UG had further attacked the

aren't you dis- 2026 process of appointing Vice-

missing the Chancellors in universities,

Education Minister who

keeps failing
repeatedly?""Why are paper
leaks happening repeatedly?
Why are you silent time and
again on this 'exam paper dis-

India, Netherlands Elevate Ties to Strategic
Partnership With Ambitious 2030 Roadmap

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Dutch Prime
Minister Rob Jetten have
unveiled an expansive five-year
roadmap to elevate India-
Netherlands relations into a full-
fledged Strategic Partnership,
signalling a major deepening of
cooperation across semiconduc-
tors, critical minerals, defense,
clean energy, maritime connec-
tivity, water management,
healthcare, education, and
emerging technologies.

The “Roadmap of India-
Netherlands Strategic
Partnership 2026-2030,” adopted
on Saturday (Netherlands time)
during Modi’s visit to The Hague,
lays out time-bound initiatives
and institutional mechanisms
aimed at transforming bilateral
engagement into a comprehen-
sive strategic framework at a
time of shifting global supply
chains and growing geopolitical
focus on resilient economic and
technological partnerships.

The roadmap institutionalis-
es annual reviews by the two
countries’ foreign ministers
and calls for regular high-level
political engagement between
heads of government, cabinet
ministers, and senior officials.
Both countries also agreed to

intensify coordination across
ministries to expand coopera-
tion in sectors identified as stra-
tegically important.

A major focus of the partner-
ship is economic cooperation
and technology collaboration,
particularly in semiconductors
and high-tech manufacturing. In
one of the most significant
announcements of the visit,
India’s Tata Electronics and
Dutch semiconductor equipment
giant ASML signed an agree-
ment to support India’s first
front-end semiconductor fabrica-
tion facility in Dholera, Gujarat.

The two sides described the
semiconductor partnership as
central to building “trusted and

resilient supply chains” and
pledged to strengthen coopera-
tion in artificial intelligence,
photonics, cybersecurity, quan-
tum technologies, and advanced
electronics. The roadmap also
seeks to connect the Dutch
Semicon Competence Centre
with the Indian Semiconductor
Mission to support industries,
startups, SMEs, and suppliers
through talent development and
research collaboration.

Prime Minister Modi, while
interacting with leading Dutch
business executives alongside
Jetten, welcomed the growing
interest of Dutch firms in India’s
economic expansion and manu-
facturing ambitions.

claiming ideological affiliation
had replaced merit and aca-
demic competence.The re-
examination of NEET-UG
2026 is scheduled to be
held on June 21.
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Shraddha Das’ “Trikaala’
Set for Worldwide
Release on May 29

Heatwave warning for
Telangana for next 7 days

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued a heatwave warning
for the next seven days in
parts of Telangana. The
Hyderabad Meteorological
Centre has forecast a gradu-
alrise in the maximum tem-
perature by 2-3 degrees
Celsius during the next
three days in Telangana.

Some districts are likely
to see maximum tempera-
tures crossing 45 degrees
Celsius between May 19 and
May 24. Heatwave condi-
tions are very likely to pre-
vail at isolated pockets in
Adilabad, Komuram Bheem
Asifabad, Mancherial,
Nirmal, Nizamabad, Jagtial,
and Rajanna Sircilla dis-
tricts on May 18. The maxi-
mum temperature in these
districts may cross 45
degrees Celsius.

Parts of Telangana experi-
enced heatwave conditions
on Sunday, too. According
to the Telangana
Development Planning
Society, the highest temper-
ature of 45.7 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Bheemgal
mandal in Nizamabad dis-
trict. Mosra mandal in the
same district recorded 45.5

degrees Celsius.

Heatwave conditions also
prevailed in a couple of
mandals of Nirmal district.
Dasturabad recorded a max-
imum temperature of 45.3
while Tanur experienced
45.1 degrees Celsius.

Kollur in Banswada man-
dal of Kamareddy district
saw a maximum tempera-
ture of 45.2 degrees Celsius.

Sixteen out of 33 districts
in the state recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 42
degrees Celsius or above.

The average maximum
temperature in the state
was 40.8 degrees Celsius.

In the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) limits, the aver-
age maximum temperature
was 40.4 degrees Celsius.
The highest temperature of
42.3 degrees Celsius was
recorded in the
Goshamahal circle.

Amaravati Quantum Valley building world-class
quantum ecosystem: Chandrababu Naidu

Amaravati (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu said on
Sunday that Amaravati Quantum
Valley is taking an important
step towards building a world-
class quantum ecosystem driven
by innovation, research, and
indigenous technology develop-
ment.The Chief Minister shared
his thoughts on social media on

the occasion of World
Telecommunication and
Information Society Day.
"Today is World
Telecommunication and

Information Society Day. It
reminds us that secure communi-
cations, trusted digital infra-
structure, and cyber resilience
are critical to the future of
nations," he posted on X.

He said that following the launch
of the Quantum Computing
Reference Facilities on April 14, the
Amaravati Quantum Valley is tak-
ing another important step towards
building a world-class quantum
ecosystem driven by innovation,
research, and indigenous technolo-
gy development. "SRM University-
AP, Amaravati, in partnership
with C-DOT, the Department of
Telecommunications, Government
of India, and Amaravati Quantum

Valley, will establish a first-of-its-
kind Quantum-Secure
Communications Test Bed for com-
munications and cyberspace. The
facility will support research and
testing of quantum communication
hardware, photonic and optical
systems, encryption technologies,
secure network infrastructure, and
next-generation cyber defence solu-
tions," Naidu said.

"This initiative reinforces our
commitment to Make in India
technologies, secure digital infra-
structure, and positioning
Amaravati as a leading hub for
frontier technologies, advanced
manufacturing, and deep-tech
innovation. Most importantly, it
creates new opportunities for stu-
dents, researchers, startups, and
young innovators from Andhra

The Agony of a Woman Employee Beyond Words..!

“WHO WILL TAKE CARE OF MY CHILDREN, SIR?" — A MOTHER'S CRY OF DESPAIR

Pradesh to participate in build-
ing the technologies that will
shape the future of the world. My
best wishes to all the institutions,
scientists, researchers, faculty
members, innovators, and stu-
dents associated with this
iportant initiative," he added.

The World Telecommunication
and Information Society Day is
celebrated on May 17 every year to
mark the establishment of the
International Telecommunication
Union in 1865 and to highlight the
vital role of telecommunications
and information & communication
technologies in connecting people,
promoting digital inclusion, sup-
porting economic growth, and
advancing innovation, education,
healthcare, and sustainable devel-
opment worldwide.

A shocking case of alleged financial exploita-
tion, mental harassment, and workplace intim-
idation involving a woman government
employee in Mahabubabad has become a major
topic of discussion across the district.After los-
ing her husband and taking up a government
job to secure the future of her two young chil-
dren, the woman now says she is trapped in a
life filled with debt, humiliation, fear, and
emotional trauma.“I went out intending to end
my life... but I survived because my children
cried and stopped me,” she says through tears.
A Family Destroyed by Tragedy

Lakshmi (name changed), a native of
Mahabubabad district, got married in 2010. For
a few years, life moved on normally. But in
2019, her husband died while undergoing treat-
ment for fever and jaundice, leaving the family
shattered overnight.With two small children to
raise and no financial support, she gathered
the courage to join a government department
in a lower-level position.

Her only hope was simple:

“If T have a job, I can educate my children
and give them a future.”But according to her,

the same job that was supposed to provide
security eventually became a source of fear
and suffering.

“Won’t You Help Me as a Colleague?” — The
Beginning of the Alleged ExploitationThe vic-
tim alleges that a senior assistant working in
the same office initially approached her with
sympathy and kindness.He allegedly told her:

“There are health problems in our family...”

“T urgently need some money...”“T’ll return
it once I receive next month’s salary...
"Trusting him, and already living under the
fear and pressure of a new government job, she
says she began helping financially.She further
alleges that threats such as:“T'll issue memos
against you...”“T'll place you under show-cause
notice...”left her terrified and emotionally
vulnerable.A Mother Who Pawned Even Her
Mangalsutra According to the woman, she first
pawned a one-tola gold chain and gave him
50,000. Later, she says she pawned her rings,
earrings, mangalsutra, and another gold chain
one after another to arrange more money.The
gold she had saved for her children’s future...
The mangalsutra that symbolized her married

life...Everything slowly disappeared into debt.
She now claims to be burdened with nearly 8
lakh in loans.“There were days when I couldn’t
even buy medicine for my children’s fever...
"“We didn’t have money even for food at
home...”“Calls from finance companies are
terrifying us...”she says while breaking down

emotionally.“Go Die Anywhere...” — Words
That Pushed Her Toward SuicideWhen she
reportedly asked for her money back, she
alleges that she was insulted and humiliated.
According to her, he told her;“Go die anywhere
you want...”She also alleges that when she
threatened to inform family members, she was
warned:“If you tell anyone, I'll kill you.”The
woman further claims that he once tried to
physically assault her in front of others by
grabbing her throat.The humiliation, debt bur-
den, workplace pressure, and emotional trau-
ma together allegedly pushed her into severe
depression and suicidal thoughts.Her
Children’s Tears Stopped HerAt one point,
unable to bear the pain anymore, she decided
to end her life.But as she walked out with that
intention, her two young children reportedly
ran toward her crying:
“Amma...”That single moment changed her
mind.“If T die, what will happen to my chil-
dren?” she asked herself — and chose to live
again.It is a moment that deeply moves anyone
who hears her story.Harassment Even After
Hospitalization?The woman alleges that even

after she was hospitalized due to health compli-
cations, the harassment did not stop.She
claims that unknown numbers repeatedly
called her, people visited her house unexpect-
edly, and she was subjected to continued psy-
chological pressure.Since then, she says she
has been suffering from severe headaches, diz-
ziness, and fainting spells.Even now, she
alleges that threats continue:

“If you don’t listen to me, I won’t mark your
attendance...”*T'll stop your salary...”With her
children studying in a private school, she says
she is no longer able to pay their fees.Time for
Authorities to Respond The case has raised seri-
ous questions in public circles: How can society
remain silent when a woman employee is alleg-
edly battling workplace fear, financial exploita-
tion, mental harassment, crushing debt, and sui-
cidal thoughts — all while trying to raise two
children alone? Residents and social organiza-
tions are demanding immediate intervention
from the District Collector, Superintendent of
Police, Women’s Commission, and employee
unions. Women’s groups and public organiza-
tions are calling for:Immediate protection for the

victim A fair and impartial investigation into the
allegations Confidential inquiry through wom-
en’s committees Financial assistance for the
struggling family Educational support for the
children Review of whether Internal Complaints
Committees (ICC) in government offices are func-
tioning properly“At Least Give Justice for My
Children...” “I'm not asking for myself, sir...
Please give justice at least for the sake of my chil-
dren...” Those words, spoken through tears,
reflect not just one woman'’s pain — but the silent
suffering of many women employees who contin-
ue to endure harassment behind closed doors.A
job is supposed to provide dignity and security.
But when fear, exploitation, and abuse enter
the workplace, the emotional destruction can
be devastating. Whatever the final truth of the
allegations may be, many social activists say
that no woman would publicly speak with such
visible mental anguish unless the suffering
was severe.Today, one mother’s tears are forc-
ing society to ask difficult questions. And one
child’s silent pain echoes louder than anything
else: “Our mother is crying... what mistake did
we make?”
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Telangana Agitators Identification
Committee Holds First Meeting

Hyderabad TSIT: The
Telangana Agitators
Identification Committee
held its first meeting on
Sunday under the leader-
ship of Committee
Chairman K.Keshava Rao.

Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, MLCs Prof.
Kodandaram and Addanki
Dayakar, former MLC
Ramulu Naik, and leader
Mothe Shobhan Reddy par-
ticipated in the meeting.
The committee thanked
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy for officially consti-
tuting the committee to
identify Telangana move-
ment activists and martyrs.

During the meeting, it
was decided to establish the
committee office beneath
the Amaraveerula Jyothi
memorial. The committee
also resolved to organise an
all-party meeting soon to
seek suggestions on identi-
fying genuine Telangana
agitators and martyrs.

The committee decided
to invite proposals from
Telangana agitators’ organ-
isations, 1969 movement
activists, employee unions,
artists’ JACs, caste and
community organisations,
lawyers’ associations and
various district-level
Telangana movement
groups.Members also
decided to conduct district
tours and gather public
opinion extensively as part
of the identification pro-
cess.To identify agitators,

the committee proposed
four categories. Families of
those who sacrificed their
lives during the Telangana
movement would receive
first priority, while those
injured during the move-
ment would be placed in the
second category.

The third category would
include individuals who
were jailed, arrested or
faced cases during the
Telangana agitation. The
fourth category would
include grassroots activists
who actively participated
in the movement across dif-
ferent regions of the State.
Newspaper clippings and
documentary evidence of
their role in the movement
would be considered for
verification.The committee
also decided to consult civil
society representatives and

senior activists associated
with the 1969, 1972 and 1996
Telangana movements.
Committee members stated
that the panel was formed
to preserve the spirit of the
Telangana movement and
clarified that the selection
process would remain
above political consider-
ations.

They observed that assis-
tance during the previous gov-
ernment was allegedly limited
to only a few individuals and
asserted that the present com-
mittee would ensure fair and
inclusive recognition irrespec-
tive of political affiliations.The
committee further resolved to
meet Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy after his return from
Kerala to thank him for consti-
tuting the panel and discuss
the proposals prepared during
the meeting.

Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy Expresses
Deep Condolences Over Death of Nalgonda Girl
in US Road Accident

Telangana

CM Revanth Invited to Saraswati
Anthya Pushkaralu

Hyderabad TSIT:
Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy was for-
mally invited to the upcom-

ing Saraswati Anthya
Pushkaralu by
Endowments Minister

Konda Surekha and priests

MLC Naveen Reddy Encourages
Youth to Choose Self-
Employment

of the Kaleshwara
Mukteswara Swamy
Temple during a meeting
held at Jubilee Hills in
Hyderabad. Saraswati
Anthya Pushkaralu will be
conducted from May 21 to
June 1 at Kaleshwaram in

Mahadevpur mandal of
Jayashankar Bhupalpally
district, attracting thou-
sands of devotees from
across the country.

During the meeting, the
temple priests extended
the formal invitation to the
Chief Minister and briefed
him about the arrange-
ments being made for the
mega spiritual event. MP
Vem Narender Reddy,
Endowments Department
Principal Secretary
Shailaja Ramaiyer,
Commissioner
Hanumantha Rao, Temple
Executive Officer Mahesh
and temple priests were
present.

Uppari Nehanth Kumar
Mudhiraj Appointed as MEPA

Warangal District Social
Media Convener

Hanamkonda TSIT: Mudiraj

Employees and

Professionals Association (MEPA) has appointed
Uppari Nehanth Kumar Mudiraj as the Warangal
District Social Media Convener.The appointment orders
were issued on Sunday by MEPA Founder State
President Puli Devender Mudhiraj.Nehanth Kumar

RANGAREDDY: MLC Nagar Kunta Naveen
Reddy urged youngsters to create opportu-
nities through self-employment instead of

relying only on jobs.

He inaugurated the Incredible India Real

Estate Office established by Mallesh Yadav

at Kodicherla village in Kothur mandal.
Addressing the gathering, Naveen Reddy

said trust and transparency play a vital role
in achieving success in business. He added
that the real estate sector offers promising
opportunities for growth and encouraged
youth to enter entrepreneurial ventures.
Former MPTC Kishan Nayak, along with
several public representatives and local
leaders, attended the programme.

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana
Roads & Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
expressed profound grief over
the tragic death of Gadusu
Navya, a native of Cheruvugattu
village in Narketpally mandal of
Nalgonda district, who died in a
road accident in the United
States.

According to reports, Navya, daughter
of Gadusu Srinivas Reddy and Shobha,
lost her life in a road accident that
occurred near Lake County, Crown Point

in the US on Saturday midnight.

Expressing sorrow over the incident,
the Minister said Navya had gone to the
United States for higher studies, success-
fully completed her MS degree, and was

making efforts to secure a job
and support her parents. He
said her untimely death in a
tragic accident was deeply
painful and heartbreaking.
Minister Komatireddy stat-
ed that Navya’s death person-
ally affected him, as her father
Srinivas Reddy is the brother
of his supporter Gadusu
Shashidhar Reddy. He recalled that the

to their daughter abroad.

family had made immense sacrifices and
worked hard to provide quality education

Describing Navya as a cheerful and

bright young woman, the Minister said

during this difficult time.

her demise had left the entire family and
well-wishers in deep sorrow. He assured
the bereaved family of all possible support

Vikramarka Mallu at Praja Bhavan on Sunday evening.

Heatwave turns sweet spot for ice cream makers;
sales jump 40%, stock-outs hit market: IICMA chief

SUDHIR SHAH, PRESIDENT OF THE
INDIAN ICE CREAM MANUFACTURERS'
ASSOCIATION (IICMA)

fter two summers got
washed out by unseason-
al rains, India’s ice
ream industry is finally
having its moment in the sun —
quite literally. Record-breaking
temperatures across the country
have triggered a sharp surge in
consumption this season, pushing
sales up by as much as 30-40% for
many companies and leaving
manufacturers scrambling to keep
freezers stocked. From neighbour-
hood kirana stores to quick-com-
merce apps, ice creams are flying
off shelves within hours, turning
what was once a weather-depen-
dent business into one of the big-
gest beneficiaries of India’s brutal
summer of 2026. In an interaction
with businessline, Sudhir Shah,
President of the Indian Ice Cream
Manufacturers’ Association
(IICMA), spoke about the indus-
try’s sharp demand recovery, sup-
ply-chain pressures, stock-outs,
quick-commerce growth and
changing consumer preferences
amid the ongoing heatwave.

India is witnessing an excep-
tionally harsh summer this
year. How has that translated
into demand for the ice cream
industry?

The summer of 2026 has com-
pletely changed the mood of the
industry. Over the last two years,
unseasonal rains during peak
summer had severely impacted
consumption and many compa-
nies saw either flat or negative
growth. This year, however,
record temperatures across India
have triggered a very sharp rise in
demand across both urban and
rural markets. During peak heat-
wave periods, many companies
are seeing sales growth of around
30-40% compared to last year. The
recovery has restored confidence
across the industry.

Are companies launching
heatwave-specific or seasonal
products to tap into this oppor-
tunity?

Absolutely. Companies are
focusing heavily on refreshing
and summer-centric innovations.
Products such as raw mango sor-
bets, tender coconut-based des-
serts, fruit shots and cooling fla-
vours are seeing strong consumer
response. Younger consumers in
particular are looking for lighter,
refreshing and hydrating dessert
experiences during extreme sum-
mer conditions.

In rural markets, affordable
impulse products such as sticks
and cups are moving extremely
fast because consumers are look-
ing for instant cooling at accessi-
ble price points. Urban consum-
ers, on the other hand, are increas-
ingly shifting towards premium
products, family packs, fruit-based
variants and quick-commerce-

driven purchases. We are seeing
strong traction across segments,
though the consumption pattern
differs between urban and rural
markets.

Has the industry been able
to keep pace with this sudden
surge in demand?

Frankly, the industry has strug-
gled to fully keep pace with the
spike in demand. Because the last
two years were uncertain, several
companies postponed investments
in manufacturing capacity and
infrastructure expansion. As a
result, most production facilities
are currently operating at nearly
100% utilisation. At the same time,
geopolitical tensions and disrup-
tions in fuel and raw material sup-
ply chains have increased opera-
tional pressure. Shortages of LPG,
diesel and certain inputs have also
affected logistics and manufactur-
ing efficiency.

Are stock-outs becoming
common in the market?

Yes. Retailers and distributors

are reporting extremely fast
inventory rotation. In many loca-
tions, products that normally
stayed at outlets for several days
are now selling within hours of
delivery. Distributors are finding
it difficult to maintain ready
inventory because demand is
moving faster than anticipated.
There is a clear “buy-now” con-
sumer behaviour visible during
peak heatwave days.

How important has quick
commerce become for the
industry?

Quick commerce has become
one of the most important growth
drivers this summer, especially in
urban India. Consumers prefer
ordering from home instead of
stepping out during extreme after-
noon temperatures. Rapid-delivery
platforms are helping companies
improve market reach and move
inventory faster. However, this
also creates additional pressure on
cold-chain management and last-
mile delivery systems.

belongs to Papayyapeta village of
Chennaraopet mandal and is cur-
rently working with Cognizant in
Hyderabad.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Puli Devender Mudiraj called
upon educated youth and profession-
als to become part of MEPA and
work for the welfare and empower-
ment of the Mudiraj community. He

appreciated young professionals like Nehanth Kumar
for coming forward to serve society and strengthen com-
munity unity Expressing happiness over his appoint-
ment, Nehanth Kumar thanked MEPA State President
Puli Devender Mudhiraj, State Vice President Ponnam
Raju Mudhiraj, State Secretary Neerati Raju Mudiraj,
and Warangal District Vice President Sankella Sricdhar
Mudhiraj for giving him the opportunity.

Telangana State Women’s Commission Chairperson Gadwal Vijayalakshmi along with
Commission members Chityala Swetha, Uzma Zakir, Nunavath Radha, Shashikala and
Yadava Reddy paid a courtesy visit to Telangana Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
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Mudhiraj Mahasabha Announces
District Diary-2026 Awards

Hyderabad TSIT: Warangal District Mudhiraj Mahasabha
has announced the recipients of the prestigious District
Diary-2026 Awards, recognising individuals who have
rendered remarkable services in various fields. The
awards presentation ceremony will be held on May 25 at
11:00 AM in Warangal district in the presence of promi-
nent leaders, social activists and community representa-
tives. According to the organisers awards are being pre-
sented to personalities who have made notable contribu-
tions in social service, education, culture, public welfare
and community development across Telangana, espe-
cially in Warangal district. Among those associated with
the programme are Telangana Mudhiraj Mahasabha
State President Dr.Banda Prakash State Chief Advisor
Dr. Prathikeya Raj Kumar, State Vice President Dr.
Manukonda Rajesh Kumar, Warangal District President
Goppi Srinivas, NRI Wing National President Dr.
Shanigaram Raj Kumar, District President D.
Sudarshanam, Palleboina Ashok, puli rajinikanth and
other distinguished leaders. The organisers said the
objective of the awards is to encourage social responsibil-
ity and honour individuals working for the welfare and
upliftment of society. The programme will also feature
cultural events, awareness activities and felicitation cer-
emonies. Mahasabha leaders appealed to members of the
community, youth and social activists to participate in
large numbers and make the event successful.

Statewide Youth & Sports Festival Begins
Under Praja Palana Pragathi Pranalika

Hyderabad TSIT: The Statewide Youth and Sports
Festival being organised under the Praja Palana Pragathi
Pranalika programme will commence today with a series
ofeventsat the LB Stadium Tennis Complex in Hyderabad.
Telangana Sports Minister
Vakiti Srihari will formal-
ly inaugurate the week-
long celebrations at 6:00
AM along with BC Welfare
and Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar,
Sports Authority
Chairman Shiv Sena
Reddy, Sports Advisor

A.P. Jitender Reddy, and
Principal Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan.

As part of the inaugural programme, a Mega Zumba
session will be conducted at the Tennis Complex, followed
by a 5K Walkathon and Yoga & Meditation sessions at the
LB Indoor Stadium.The Walkathon will be flagged off by
Ministers Vakiti Srihari and Ponnam Prabhakar from
the LB Tennis Complex. Around 2,000 youth and
sportspersons are expected to participate in the event.The
5K Walkathon route will cover LB Stadium, Basheerbagh
Press Club, Tank Bund, Ambedkar Statue, Burgula
Ramakrishna Rao Bhavan, Eagle Circle, RBI, Assembly
Control Room and conclude at the LB Indoor Stadium.
Later, Yoga and Meditation programmes will be organ-
ised for specially-abled persons, women and senior citi-
zens at the LB Indoor Stadium as part of the inclusive fit-
ness and wellness initiative.The Youth and Sports
Festival will continue across the State till May 23 with
various sports, fitness, youth engagement and awareness

activities.

Mulugu Should Shine in Education,
Healthy Students Can Achieve
Anything: Minister Seetakka

Mulugu May 17, TSIT :
State Panchayat Raj, Rural
Development and Women
and Child Welfare Minister
Dr. Dhanasari Anasuya
(Seetakka) said that old
food habits are equal to
gold today and everyone
can achieve anything if
they are healthy.

She said that the back-
ward districts of Mulugu
should be taken forward in
the field of education and
should get the best results
in the coming academic
year and stand first in the
state. On Sunday at
Mulugu Collectorate
Conference Hall, as part of
the Public Governance
Development Plan
Education Week, the
Education Day programme
was organized and the stu-
dents who achieved the
best results were honored.

The meeting organized
on this occasion was

chaired by  District
Education  Officer A
Siddhartha Reddy.

Minister Seetakka, who
participated as the chief
guest in this programme,
said that today everyone is
getting sick by consuming
food that is available in
random places and advised
them to follow old food hab-
its and stay healthy.

She pointed out that
Mulugu district is develop-
ing very much as a tourist
area, and no one should
forget our principles, that
everyone will be healthy if
they eat natural prepared
food.

It was explained that
food canteens have been set
up by women to provide
clean food that will not
cause any diseases if every-
one eats turmeric,
Ippapuvvu natural ready-
made leaves, fruits and
flowers.

She expressed happiness
that the public government
is giving high priority to
strengthening education
and Mulugu district stood
first in the state with 99.
percent in the tenth class
exams.

The students who
achieved the best results
were honored with a cash
prize of ten thousand
rupees and a lab top.

She praised the efforts
shown by the district edu-
cation department officials
to achieve the best results.
Students are advised to
pursue higher studies and
fulfill the dreams of their
parents and teachers.
District Library Chairman
Banothu Ravichander,
District Congress Party
President Paidakula
Ashok, Education
Department officials and
students participated in
the programme.
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GRAND BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
OF RAVI KUMAR YADAV IN
SERILINGAMPALLY

SERILINGAMPALLY TSIT: The birthday celebrations of
Ravi Kumar Yadav, the contested MLA candidate from
Serilingampally constituency and State Official
Representative, were held in a grand manner on Sunday at
the party office in Masjid Band, Kondapur.A large gathering
of party leaders, youth, supporters, and well-wishers attend-
ed the event and extended their heartfelt birthday greetings
to Ravi Kumar Yadav. The occasion was marked by a cake-
cutting ceremony, followed by joyous celebrations at the
party office.Leaders and workers felicitated Ravi Kumar
Yadav with floral garlands and shawls, expressing their
respect and best wishes. The entire venue was vibrantly
decorated with flexi banners and posters conveying birth-
day greetings, creating a festive atmosphere. Party workers
raised enthusiastic slogans, filling the air with cheer and
solidarity.Speaking on the occasion, several leaders praised
Ravi Kumar Yadav as a dedicated leader who has been con-
tinuously working to strengthen the party. They highlight-
ed his prompt response to public grievances and his con-
stant accessibility to the people. His contributions to the
development of Sherilingampalli constituency were
described as exemplary.Leaders also lauded his efforts in
encouraging the youth and successfully taking party pro-
grammes to the grassroots level.

Telangana

Education Imbued with High Values Must Be
Provided: District Collector K. Haimavathi

The South India Times

Husnabad | May 17 : District
Collector K. Haimavathi advised
teachers to provide students with
an education that goes beyond aca-
demics—one that instills the cour-
age to stand firm, enhances mental
and physical capabilities, and fos-
ters strong values coupled with
leadership qualities.

On Sunday, the District Collector
attended as the chief guest at the
valedictory ceremony of the
'"Education Week' celebrations, held
at the Indira Nagar Zilla Parishad
High School in the district head-
quarters. This event was conducted
as part of the 99-day action plan
under the 'Praja Palana Pragathi
Pranalika' (People's Administration
Progress Plan) initiative.

Speaking on the occasion, the
District Collector stated:

"As part of the 99-day action plan
under the 'Praja Palana Pragathi
Pranalika,’ programs have been
organized continuously over the
past weeks, each centered around a
specific theme—totaling 10 distinct
themes so far. Public meetings are
being conducted at the village,
Mandal, constituency, district, and
state levels. The primary objective
of these initiatives is to reach out
directly to the public and inform
them about the various welfare
schemes being implemented by the
State Government.

This week, as part of the

'Education Week' celebrations, we
are conducting the 'Vidya
Vijayotsavam' (Education Victory
Celebration) program here."

She further emphasized:
"Regardless of the specific results
achieved in government schools
and colleges, the priority is to
ensure students receive a quality
education; however, under no cir-
cumstances should they resort to
cheating during examinations.
Teachers must instill high moral
values in their students.”

She noted that from the moment
they are born, children look to their
parents and, subsequently, their
teachers at school as role models to
emulate. She urged both parents
and teachers to stand by the stu-
dents and serve as exemplary fig-

ures in their lives. Society is not
some distant entity; it revolves
right around us.

He emphasized that for students
to achieve great heights in the
future, their school education
serves as the sole foundational
basis.The school imparts to chil-
dren not only academic knowledge
but also courage, a variety of new
skills, the mental fortitude to with-
stand and overcome adversity, and
the importance of maintaining
physical strength and resilience.

He commended the students' par-
ents and teachers, acknowledging
that the impressive 97% pass rate
achieved in the 10th-grade exami-
nations was the result of their
immense hard work and dedica-
tion.

BIJP ORGANISES FREE MEDICAL
CAMP IN SHERILINGAMPALLY TO
MARK RAVI KUMAR YADAV'S
BIRTHDAY

SERILINGAMPALLY
TSIT:Telangana BJP spokesper-
son and Serilingampally MLA
candidate Ravi Kumar Yadav’s
birthday was celebrated with a
meaningful service initiative.
Under the leadership of senior
BJP leader Raju Shetty Kuruma, a
free health camp was organised at
the Rajiv Gruhakalpa Centre in
Serilingampally division.
Hundreds of local poor residents
attended the camp. Around 121
people received free eye check-ups
and spectacles, while 201 benefi-
ciaries were provided free medi-
cines for their health issues.
Speaking on the occasion, Raju
Shetty Kuruma said that celebrat-
ing birthdays through service to
the poor, rather than grand events,
sends a positive message to soci-
ety.Senior BJP leaders including
Narasimha, Surna Shrishailam,
Kousalya, Eeru Siddu, Yellesh,
Nilakantam Reddy, Mallesham,
Kalyan and others participated in
the programme.

WE WILL TRANSFORM THE MARKET YARD WITH INFRASTRUCTURE : -
KARIMNAGAR AMC CHAIRMAN AKULA NARASANNA

Karimnagar, May 17,
TSIT: AkulaNarasanna,
Chairman of
Karimnagar  Market
Committee said that
steps are being taken to
develop the agricultural
market with modern
facilities and make it
more suitable for the
farmers.

He said that they are
continuing the planned
work to change the
direction of the market
yard. We are giving spe-
cial priority to the cre-
ation of infrastructure
so that the farmers do

BLOOD DONATION CAMP ORGANIZED IN HYDERABAD ON OCCASION

not face any inconve-
nience. Lighting facili-
ties have been arranged
in many areas in the
market yard.

Similarly, measures

OF HERO MANCHU MANOJ'S BIRTHDAY

Hyderabad: On the occasion of Telugu
film hero Manchu Manoj’s birthday, a
blood donation camp was organized on
Sunday at the KPHB Colony Housing
Board Function Hall under the leadership
of TDP leaders Shaik Sattar and R.K.
Chowdary.Jubilee Hills MLA Naveen
Yadav and TPCC Vice President & Kamma
Corporation Chairman Bandi Ramesh

attended the event as chief guests.Speaking on the occasion, Bandi Ramesh
praised Manchu Manoj, describing him as a good-hearted person with a
strong sense of service to society. He stated that organizing service activi-
ties in Manoj’s name is a meaningful way to contribute to society.The blood
donation camp witnessed good participation and was aimed at promoting
voluntary blood donation in memory of the actor’s birthday.

himself on Sunday,
inspected the conditions
there and made several
suggestions to the author-
ities. The areas where
the lighting facility has
been installed have been
inspected. He ordered
that all arrangements
should be made without
any difficulty from the
time the farmers come to
the market till the sale of
grain is completed. He
clarified that the market
committee is continuous-
ly working towards pro-
viding better services to
the farmers.

are being taken for the
development of drinking
water, sanitation, sheds,
roads and other facilities.
Akula Narasanna, who
visited the market yard

“PALAMURU NEEDS WATER, NOT POLITICS": JAC DEMANDS
COMPLETION OF PENDING IRRIGATION PROJECTS

Mahabubnagar, TSIT: The Joint Mahabubnagar
Pending Projects Sadhana (JAC) has urged the
Telangana government to expedite the comple-
tion of long-pending irrigation projects in
Palamuru. Speaking at a press meet, JAC lead-
ers highlighted the slogan: “Palamuru needs
water, not politics.”JAC Chairman S. Rajender
Reddy demanded immediate withdrawal of the
proposal to divert 0.5 TMC of water from the
Yedula reservoir for the Dindi lift scheme.

Students Should Focus on Personality
Development Alongside Academics: Collector

Jogulamba Gadwal
TSIT. The district
Collector Rizwan Basha
Shaik on Sunday called
upon students to develop
personality enhance-
ment skills alongside
academics to excel in
their chosen fields and
build a successful future
through proper plan-
ning.

Speaking as the chief
guest at the Jawahar
Balabhavan Day celebra-
tions held at Balabhavan
in Gadwal as part of the
Education Week pro-

grammes under the
99-day Public
Governance Progress

Plan, the Collector said
education should not be
confined merely to
securing marks but must
also focus on nurturing
creativity, confidence
and communication
skills among students.
He observed that ear-
lier educational pro-
grammes were limited
only to academic activi-
ties, whereas initiatives
such as Library Day and
Balabhavan Day are now
helping create aware-
ness among students on

co-curricular
extracurricular
aspects. Continuous
academic pressure
often affects
dents, he said, add-
ing that Balabhavan
training
grammes encourage
creativity and over-
all personality devel-
opment.
The

urged teachers and
parents to motivate
students to partici-
pate

sports,
activities and other
non-academic fields.
He stated that the
government was pro-

and munication skills, Mr. Rizwan
Basha Shaik said students must
overcome stage fear and develop
awareness about society so that
they can confidently interact
with people in any situation. He
further stated that computer
instructors are also imparting
training on computers, digital
technology and  Artificial
Intelligence to students.

The Collector advised students
who passed the Class X examina-
tions to pursue Intermediate and
other higher education courses
based on their interests and the
future demand for such courses.
He encouraged students to plan
their careers carefully and strive
to achieve greater heights in life.

Later, the Collector, along
with officials of the Education

stu-

pro-

Collector

actively in
cultural

viding improved Department, presented cash
facilities in educa- incentives, prizes and apprecia-
tional institutions tion certificates to students from

and conducting sum-
mer coaching camps
in selected schools
on chess, carroms,

government educational institu-
tions who emerged as toppers in
the recently announced SSC and
Intermediate examination

dance, drawing, results. Cultural performances
handwriting and presented by children on the
other creative activi- occasion impressed the audi-
ties. Students should ence.

make effective use of District Educational Officer
these summer Vijayalakshmi, Mandal

camps, he added.
Highlighting the
importance of com-

Education Officers, teachers and
others participated in the pro-
gramme.

Mango Exhibition Draws
Farmers at Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations

Sangareddy, TSIT:
Horticulture Department
Director Shaik Yasmin Basha
urged farmers to take advan-
tage of departmental incen-
tive schemes and expand
fruit orchards to boost
income. She attended the
Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions at the Sangareddy Fruit
Research Station on Sunday,
inaugurated the programme,
and inspected the mango
exhibition, which emerged as
a major attraction during the
event.Farmers from Medak,
Sangareddy, and Siddipet dis-
tricts visited the exhibition,
showing keen interest in the
various mango varieties on
display. Director Basha
highlighted the importance
of adopting modern cultiva-
tion techniques and quality
saplings to achieve better
yields and higher profits,
including potential export
opportunities. She empha-
sized that the Fruit
Research Station supplies
nearly two lakh quality sap-
lings annually.
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40 Minutes of Daily
Walking is Essential

AWARENESS PROGRAMME HELD AT ZP GROUNDS ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD
HYPERTENSION DAY

HEALTH IS THE GREATEST WEALTH

SALT INTAKE IN DAILY FOOD SHOULD BE REDUCED - DR. RAMESH CHANDRA

The South India Times

Nagarkurnool : An awareness programme was organised at the local ZP
Grounds in Nagarkurnool district headquarters on the occasion of World
Hypertension Day. The programme was conducted under the leadership of
eminent medical expert Dr. Ramesh Chandra, who provided several impor-
tant suggestions to walkers regard-

ing hypertension and healthy liv-

ing.Speaking on the occasion, Dr.

Ramesh Chandra stated that walk-

ing for at least 40 minutes every day

is essential for maintaining good

health. He emphasized that there is

no greater wealth than health. He

advised people to reduce the use of

salt in their daily diet and consume

food in moderation. He also sug-

gested including protein-rich food

in regular meals for better health.

Dr. Ramesh Chandra explained

that both the risk of developing

hypertension and the ability to stay

away from it largely depend on

one’s lifestyle.
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Vizag: GVMC Prepares Draft
Proposal to Reorganise City
into 120 Wards

Visakhapatnam, May 17
Ketan Garg,
Commissioner of the
Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation
(GVMC), on Sunday
announced that a draft
proposal has been pre-
pared for the reorganisa-
tion of the existing 98
wards within GVMC lim-
its into 120 wards.

In a press release , the
Commissioner stated that
the proposal was prepared
in accordance with the
provisions of the Andhra
Pradesh Municipal
Corporation (Division of
Wards) Rules, 1996, issued
through G.0.Ms.No.570
dated November 6, 1996,
along with subsequent
amendments and applica-
ble regulations.

As part of the proposed

Control Room Set Up for
Special Intensive Revision
of Electoral Rolls.

Mancherial, May 16, TSIT : District Election Officer
and Collector Kumar Deepak has informed that a
Control Room has been established at the Mancherial
Collectorate for the convenience of the public as part
of the Special Intensive Revision of Electoral Rolls
programme. The Collector stated that preparatory
training sessions and printingrelated activities
would be conducted from June 15 to June 24 as part of
the revision exercise. Subsequently, Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) will undertake door-to-door visits
from June 25 onwards to verify voter details and
update electoral records. He appealed to the public to
cooperate with the election authorities and provide
necessary information during the verification pro-
cess to ensure accurate and error-free electoral rolls.

restructuring, the civic
body plans to expand the
existing ward structure
from 98 to 120 wards to
accommodate administra-
tive and urban gover-
nance requirements with-
in the rapidly growing city
limits of Visakhapatnam.

The draft proposal,
including detailed ward
boundaries, has been
made available for public
information from May 18.

The Commissioner
appealed to residents with-
in GVMC limits to submit
their suggestions or objec-
tions, if any, to the
Commissioner, GVMC,
within seven days from
the date of publication of
the preliminary notifica-
tion (Form-I), that is, on or
before May 24, 2026.

He further stated that all
suggestions and objec-

Telangana/Vijayawada

Professor Jayashankar Telangana

Agricultural University Conducts

“Scientists at Farmers’ Doorstep”
Programme at Palem

Wanaparthy (TSIT) As part
of the 99 Days Praja Palana

Pragathi Programme,
Professor Jayashankar
Telangana Agricultural

University organized a
“Scientists at Farmers’
Doorstep” awareness pro-
gramme at the Rythu
Vedika in Palem village of
Kothakota Mandal on
Friday.

The programme witnessed
the participation of Chief
Scientist of Entomology

Spandana and Haritha, vil-
lage Sarpanches, Deputy
Sarpanches, and a large
number of farmers.
Addressing the farmers, Dr.
Padmashri emphasized the
importance of reducing
excessive urea usage and
adopting balanced fertilizer
application practices. She
stated that judicious use of
fertilizers would not only
reduce cultivation costs but
also improve soil health.
She further advised farm-

tions received from the
public would be examined

Department Dr. Padmashri,
Agronomy Scientist Dr.

before the proposal is sub- Shobha Rani, Mandal
mitted to the government Agricultural Officer
for further necessary Jasmine,  Agricultural
action. Extension Officers

Jogulamba Gadwal,
TSIT: District
Collector Rizwan
Basha Shaik empha-
sized that students
should nurture cre-
ativity and showcase
their talents not only
in academics but also
in arts and cultural
activities. He high-
lighted the impor-
tance of innovation
and creative thinking
for success in today’s
competitive world.

The Collector was
speaking at the Art,
Craft, and Cultural
Day celebrations orga-
nized as part of the
Educational Week under
the 99-day “Praja Palana
Pragathi Pranalika” pro-

gramme at the IDOC
Conference Hall on
Saturday.

Addressing the gathering,
he encouraged students to
pursue excellence in dance,
drama, and other cultural
fields, while appreciating
the art and craft items pre-
pared by students and teach-
ers for their creativity and

Apple Swift Student Challenge: GITAM
Deemed to be University Student
Among Global Top 50 Winners

The South India Times,

Visakhapatnam : Manas
Malla, a fourth-year
Computer Science and
Engineering student from
GITAM Deemed to be
University, has achieved
global recognition by
emerging as one of the top
50 winners worldwide in
the prestigious Apple
Swift Student Challenge
2026 conducted by tech
giant Apple. His innova-
tive offline AI and
Augmented Reality-based
personalized learning
application,
“STEMQuest,” earned
him the opportunity to
attend the Worldwide
Developers Conference at
Apple Park in the United
States, where he will inter-
act directly with Apple
engineers and developers.
Designed as a friendly and
supportive virtual tutor,
STEMQuest aims to make
learning more engaging,
stress-free, and inclusive
for students. The applica-
tion uses Al-powered sto-
rytelling, facial tracking
technology, and personal-
ized learning techniques
to understand students’
emotions and learning pat-
terns instead of relying
solely on traditional quiz-
zes and tests. Speaking
about the inspiration
behind the project, Manas
said the idea emerged from
his observations of aca-
demic pressure faced by
students in India. He
explained that the plat-

ers on the proper and time-
ly use of pesticides and fun-
gicides to enhance crop
quality while minimizing
unnecessary expenditure
on chemicals.

Students Encouraged to Excel in Arts
and Culture: District Collector

potential for decoration and
gifting.Prizes and certifi-
cates of appreciation were
presented to students and
teachers who excelled in
various artistic and cultural
activities.The event saw
participation from District
Educational Officer
Vijayalakshmi, sectoral offi-
cers Michael, Prasad,
Jyothi, and Karreppa,
Mandal Educational
Officers, teachers, and other
officials.

Narsingi, Hyderabad, May
16, TSIT: The Hare Krishna
Movement Charitable
Foundation (HKMCF) cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversa-
ry and the milestone of
serving 15 crore cumula-
tive meals at its Narsingi
centralised Kkitchen, in
association with
Aurobindo Pharma.

Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS,
Special Chief Secretary to
the Government of
Telangana, inaugurated
modern Kkitchen equip-
ment, including an auto-
mated dosa-making
machine and vessel seal-
ing machine, to enhance
large-scale meal prepara-
tion efficiency. He lauded
the foundation’s efforts in
combining technology and
compassion to provide
nutritious food to the
needy and underprivi-
leged.

His Grace Satya Gaura

Chandra Dasa Prabhuji,
President of the Hare
Krishna Movement, high-
lighted the foundation’s
decade-long commitment
inspired by Srila
Prabhupada’s vision that
no one within a 10-mile
radius should go hungry.
Sri K. Nityananda Reddy,
Vice-Chairman of

JAC Seeks Early Completion of
Pending Projects in Mahabubnagar

RANGAREDDY : Leaders of
the Joint Action Committee
(JAC) for pending projects in
theerstwhile Mahabubnagar
district urged the govern-
ment to immediately com-
plete long-pending irrigation
and development projects in
the region.

The JAC leaders submit-
ted a memorandum to
Shadnagar MLA Veerlapalli
Shankar at his camp office
in Shadnagar on Saturday as
part of their representation
campaign to public repre-
sentatives.Speaking on the
occasion, the leaders said
the Telangana movement
was fought for water, funds
and employment opportuni-
ties, and expressed concern
that Mahabubnagar district

continues to face irrigation
problems even after the for-
mation of Telangana. They
said people had high hopes
for the district’s develop-
ment, especially after
Revanth Reddy became
Chief Minister.The JAC
leaders stated that despite
having vast cultivable land,
the district still depends
largely on rainfed agricul-
ture due to inadequate irri-
gation facilities and low
rainfall. They urged MLAs,
MLCs and MPs to take steps
to resolve the district’s long-
standing irrigation issues
and complete all pending
projects at the earliest.
Several JAC leaders, includ-
ing Bekkajanardhan,
Parameshwar Goud.
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Hare Krishna Movement
Charitable Foundation Marks 10
Years, 15 Crore Meals Served

Aurobindo Pharma Ltd.,
praised the partnership
with HKMCEF in establish-
ing multiple centralized
kitchens across Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, con-
tributing to the cumula-
tive 15 crore meals served.

The event included a
kitchen tour, interactions
with volunteers, and dig-

nitaries serving meals to
beneficiaries. HKMCF
currently serves around
71,000 meals daily through
programs like Breakfast
Feeding Program,
Swasthya Ahara,
Bhojanamrita, and
Saddimoota, reaching
lakhs of individuals across
society.

Three Held in Shadnagar House Burglaries

GOLD, SILVER ORNAMENTS, CASH AND BIKE
RECOVERED; MULTIPLE THEFT CASES SOLVED

RANGAREDDY : Shadnagar
police arrested three persons
involved in a series of house
burglaries and recovered sto-
len gold and silver orna-
ments, cash, mobile phones
and a Honda Shine motorcy-
cle used in the of fences.
According to police, the case
surfaced after Kukkali
Suresh of GHR Colony lodged
a complaint stating that he
had locked his house on May
7 and gone to his native vil-
lage due to his wife’s illness.
On returning on May 9, he
found the house and cup-
board locks broken open and
valuables missing.

During the investigation,
police used technical evidence to
trace and arrest Rohit Kumar,
Shivam Singh and Sagar Kumar
Ravidas on May 16. The accused

allegedly confessed to carrying
out the thefts after arriving in
Shadnagar on a stolen Honda
Shine bike from the Medchal area
and targeting locked houses in
GHR Colony.Police said the trio
sold part of the stolen gold and
silver ornaments to an unidenti-
fied person near the Shadnagar
RTC Bus Stand for Rs. 40,000 and
shared the money among them-
selves, while the remaining valu-
ables were hidden for later sale.
The accused also confessed to
burglary cases in Fortune
Colony, New Raghavendra
Colony on CSK Road in
Shadnagar, besides another theft
case in Medchal, police said.
Police recovered Rs. 20,000 cash,
the Honda Shine bike, two mobile
phones, silver anklets, silver
chains, gold earrings and other
valuables from the accused.

TTD Forest Department excels in Forest
Wealth Conservation

Extensive measures for restoration of native species

Tirumala The

Forest

In addition, three snake rescue

form was built to create a
more empathetic learning
environment where stu-
dents can learn concepts
through interactive story-
telling and visual experi-
ences rather than fear-
driven classroom meth-
ods. The project received
encouragement during his
participation in the
Startup Mahakumbh held
in New Delhi, where he
had the opportunity to
share his vision with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. According to Manas,
the Prime Minister’s
encouragement motivated
him to further develop the
idea into a full-fledged digi-
tal platform.

STEMQuest supports
multiple Indian languages
and regional dialects and
is designed to function
even on low-cost smart-
phones without requiring
a continuous internet con-
nection. The platform also

includes accessibility fea-
tures such as voice-based
interaction for visually
impaired users, keyboard
communication for hear-
ing-impaired students, and
high-contrast display sup-
port. Manas credited the
mentorsat GITAM Venture
Development Centre,
including Vikas Srivastav
and Monica Sri Goud, for
supporting him through-
out the journey. He also
highlighted that the project
evolved significantly after
receiving recognition and a
Rs.2 lakh grant from IIT
Hyderabad. During his
visit to the United States,
Manas will participate in
sessions with Apple experts
working on technologies
such as SwiftUI, Core Data,
and on-device AI models.
He will also receive a one-
year Apple Developer
Membership and access to
the Apple Developer eco-
system.

Department of TTD has been pro-
tecting the rich forest wealth of
Seshachalam Hills since 1980,
maintaining ecological balance
while catering to the spiritual
needs of millions of devotees.

By safeguarding the forest areas
spread across the sacred
Seshachalam Hill ranges in the
Eastern Ghats, the department is
playing a crucial role in biodiver-
sity conservation.

The TTD Forest Department
oversees a total forest area of 2,719
hectares. According to the latest
India State of Forest Report (ISFR),
an impressive 89.40% forest cover
has been recorded under TTD lim-
its, placing it among the leading
institutions in the country in terms
of green cover. Nearly 2,431 hect-
ares are under forest vegetation,
significantly contributing to car-
bon storage, climate regulation,
and biodiversity conservation.

The TTD Forest Department
functions under the supervision of
the Deputy Conservator of Forests.
There are four forest ranges in
total — two in Tirumala and two in
Tirupati — each headed by a Forest
Range Officer. At the field level,
Deputy Range Officers, Forest
Section Officers, and supporting
staff coordinate forest protection
activities. As part of forest protec-
tion measures, 24-hour flying
squad teams continuously patrol
the forest areas to curb illegal tree
felling and poaching activities. To
prevent forest fires, special fire
lines are being maintained, and
trained teams respond swiftly to
ensure effective fire control mea-

sures. Every year, around 26.5 Kilo-
meters of fire lines are being main-
tained. Native Plantation Drive
across 576 Hectares:

As a part of biodiversity conser-
vation efforts, T'TD has undertaken
a major initiative to restore native
vegetation in place of exotic Acacia
plantations.  Under this pro-
gramme, native species such as
Peepal, Banyan, Cluster Fig, Indian
Medlar, Champak, Mango,
Sandalwood, Red Sanders,
Gooseberry, and Jamun are being
planted in phases across 576 hect-
ares. So far, works have been com-
pleted in 22 hectares.

Quality Saplings through Special
Nurseries:

Special nurseries are being
maintained in all four forest ranges
under TTD to raise native species,

ornamental plants, and medicinal
plants. These nurseries supply
quality saplings required for forest
restoration programmes.

Measures for protection of
Wildlife

The forests of Seshachalam are
home to several wildlife species
including elephants, leopards,
bears, and snakes. The TTD Forest
Department has been taking spe-
cial measures to reduce human-
wildlife conflict and rescue of
injured animals. Keeping in view
the severe summer conditions, sau-
cer pits (special water pits) are
being arranged in forest areas and
regularly filled with water to
quench the thirst of wild animals.
This initiative helps prevent ani-
mals from venturing into human
habitations in search of water.

teams are being kept on constant
alert in the queue line premises to
mitigate human-snake conflict.

To ensure the safety of devotees,
the department also undertakes
identification and removal of dan-
gerous trees, clearing of fallen trees
after storms, and regular trimming
of tree branches along roadsides.

Forest Department in Temple
Kainkaryams

The TTD Forest Department
also supplies sandalwood logs,
firewood, Darbha grass, and
other materials required for tem-
ple rituals. It also maintains road
dividers, gardens, and greenery
development programmes in
Tirumala and Tirupati. The
department currently maintains
24 kilometers of road dividers
and 25 gardens.

Medicinal plants culture:

Special focus is being laid on
the conservation of rare and
medicinal plant species. TTD is
also supplying raw materials
required for the preparation of
Ayurvedic medicines.

At present, the TTD Forest
Department is implementing
several key projects including
Pavitra Vanam, Divya Oushadha
Vanam, Palamaneru Timber
Plantation in collaboration with
the Wildlife Institute of India for
mitigation of wildlife conflicts,
and other programmes to
enhance greenery on the hills.
The primary objective of the TTD
Forest Department is to preserve
the sacred forest wealth and pass
on this invaluable natural heri-
tage to future generations.
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BIP LAUNCHES ‘MERA BHARAT, MERA YOGDAN GAMPAIGN
T0 PROMOTE FUEL AND ENERGY CONSERVATION

New Delhi, May 17:
The Bharatiya Janata
Party has launched a
nationwide awareness
campaign titled “Mera
Bharat, Mera Yogdan”
following an appeal by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to reduce
fuel consumption amid
global energy concerns
linked to ongoing con-
flict in West Asia.

The campaign aims to
encourage citizens to
adopt energy-efficient
habits, reduce depen-
dence on fuel, and priori-
tise national interest by
embracing simpler and
more sustainable life-
styles.

As part of the initia-
tive, party leaders and
workers are expected to
integrate the message
into organisational pro-
grammes and public out-
reach activities, rein-
forcing the importance
of conservation in daily
life.

Citizens are being
encouraged to limit non-
essential consumption
patterns, including post-
poning luxury purchas-
es such as gold, avoiding
unnecessary foreign
travel, and supporting
indigenous “Swadeshi”
products. The campaign
also highlights behav-
ioural changes already
being adopted by several
political leaders and gov-
ernment representa-

tives, including the use
of public transport,
metro systems, and elec-
tric vehicles, as well as
reductions in convoy
sizes to save fuel. In sev-
eral NDA-ruled states,
leaders have reportedly
scaled down official con-
voys and increased reli-
ance on shared or sus-
tainable transport
options, aligning with
the Prime Minister’s

appeal.
The initiative further
promotes carpooling,

increased use of public
transportation, and the
adoption of virtual meet-
ings and hybrid work
models, including limit-
ed work-from-home
arrangements to reduce

travel-related energy
consumption.
A key target under the

campaign is to reduce
fuel and electricity usage
in party offices by up to
50 percent through effi-

ciency measures and
behavioural changes.

Citizens are also
encouraged to cut edible
0il consumption by 10
percent and support a
shift towards organic
and natural farming
practices by reducing
reliance on chemical fer-
tilisers.

The campaign empha-
sizes simplicity in public
events, including limit-
ing attendance at recep-
tions and reducing the
size of official convoys,
as part of a broader push
for resource conserva-
tion. The nationwide ini-
tiative comes amid
heightened global con-
cerns over energy sup-
ply stability due to geo-
political tensions and
the ongoing conflict in
West Asia, which has
impacted global fuel
markets and heightened
discussions around
energy security.

South/Nation

PM MODI TO VISIT SWEDEN
TODAY DURING THIRD LEG OF
ONGOING FIVE-NATION TOUR

New Delhi, May 17 :
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
embark on the third leg
of his five-nation tour
as he travels to
Gothenburg, Sweden,
on Sunday at the invi-
tation of Swedish
Prime Minister UIf
Kristersson.

visit (on May 17-18) is
expected to further
deepen India-Sweden
ties across trade, inno-
vation, green technolo-
gies and emerging sec-
tors. According to the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), “Prime
Minister had earlier
visited Sweden in 2018
for the first-ever India-
Nordic Summit.”

During the visit,
Prime Minister Modi
will hold bilateral talks
with Prime Minister
Kristersson to review
the full spectrum of
India-Sweden relations
and identify new oppor-

tunities for coopera-
tion in key sectors. The
MEA stated that the
leaders will “explore
new avenues of cooper-
ation to enhance bilat-
eral trade, which has
reached USD 7.75 bil-
lion (2025), and Swedish
FDI into India which
has reached USD 2.825
billion  (2000-2025).”
The discussions are
expected to focus on
collaboration in green
transition, artificial
intelligence, emerging
technologies, startups,
resilient supply chains,
defence manufactur-
ing, space cooperation,
climate action and
strengthening people-
to-people ties. Sweden
is regarded as one of
Europe’s leading inno-
vation-driven econo-
mies, and both coun-
tries are looking to
expand strategic coop-
eration in future-ori-
ented sectors.

Thiruvananthapuram, May
17: The final round of discus-
sions on cabinet formation for
the incoming government led
by chief minister-designate V
D Satheesan is expected to
conclude on Sunday, ahead of
the swearing-in ceremony
scheduled for Monday.

According to officials and
political sources, the final list
of ministers will be submitted
to the Governor around 2 p.m.
on Sunday, with intensive
consultations continuing
between alliance partners and
senior leadership throughout
the day.

Congress representative
and Kerala in-charge Deepa
Dasmunshi confirmed that
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Kerala cabinet formation
nears final stage as new govt
readies for swearing-in

in the day.

The new government is
expected to have a 21-member
cabinet, including the Chief
Minister. Early indications
suggest that the Congress will
hold 11 ministerial positions,
including key portfolios.

Several senior Congress
leaders are likely to be induct-
ed into the cabinet, with

names such as Ramesh
Chennithala, Sunny Joseph,
K. Muraleedharan,

Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan, A.P. Anil
Kumar, P.C. Vishnunath, M.
Liju, Chandy Oommen, and
Bindu Krishna reportedly in
contention.

Sources

indicate that

be confirmed after official
approval of the cabinet list.
Coalition partner Indian
Union Muslim League (Indian
Union Muslim League) is
expected to secure five minis-
terial positions. Leaders such
as P.K. Kunhalikutty, K.M.
Shaji, N. Shamsuddeen, and
Parakkal Abdulla are among
those under consideration.
However, internal differ-
ences have reportedly
emerged within the IUML
over the possible inclusion of
P.K. Basheer, with some sec-
tions opposing his elevation.
The final cabinet announce-
ment is expected to clarify the
power-sharing structure with-

President Droupadi Murmu Promulgates

New Delhi, May 17: President
Droupadi Murmu has promul-
gated the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges)
Amendment Ordinance, 2026,
increasing the sanctioned
strength of judges in the
Supreme Court of India from 33
to 37, excluding the Chief
Justice of India.

The decision is aimed at
addressing the rising pendency
of cases and improving the
speed of justice delivery in the
country’s highest judicial insti-
tution. The development was
announced by Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
for Law and Justice Arjun Ram

Meghwal through a post on X,
where he confirmed that the
President had approved the
ordinance to amend the
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Act, 1956.According to
the government, the expansion

Amendment Ordinance

in judicial strength is intended
to reduce delays in hearings
and enhance the efficiency of
case disposal, given the
increasing workload on the
apex court.The ordinance fol-
lows a recent decision by the

Case filed over posters targeting
Rahul, Priyanka in Wayanad

Wayanad, May 17: Police
have registered a case after
posters targeting senior
Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra appeared on
the walls of the Congress
office and nearby areas in
Wayanad earlier this week.
According to officials, the
case was registered at the
Kalpetta police station based
on a complaint filed by
Congress MLA T Siddique.
The First Information
Report (FIR) stated that the
posters surfaced on May 13
on the compound wall of the
Wayanad District Congress
Committee (DCC) office and
adjoining areas amid uncer-
tainty over the selection of
Kerala’s next chief minister.
The posters reportedly
warned that Wayanad could
become the “next Amethi”
for the Congress, referring
to Rahul Gandhi’s defeat
from the Amethi Lok Sabha
constituency in 2019.

One poster read: “Mr

Rahul and Priyanka Forget
Wayanad... You won't win
again from here.” Another
stated: “Mr Rahul, KC might
be your bag bearer but peo-
ple of Kerala never forgive
you.” The posters were later
removed by Congress work-
ers. Police said a case has
been registered under vari-
ous sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
the Kerala Police Act. CCTV
footage retrieved from the
area allegedly showed a man
pasting the posters, and
efforts are underway to
identify him. The develop-
ment comes days after the
Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
secured a decisive victory in
the Kerala Assembly elec-
tions, winning 102 of the 140
seats. However, the
Congress leadership initial-
ly faced difficulty in finalis-
ing the chief ministerial can-
didate, with names such as
VD Satheesan, Ramesh
Chennithala and KC

Venugopal under consider-
ation. Reports suggested
that the party high com-
mand favoured Venugopal
for the post due to his close
association with Rahul
Gandhi and Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
while party workers largely
supported Satheesan and
Chennithala.

The suspense ended this
week after the Congress offi-
cially announced VD
Satheesan as the next Chief
Minister of Kerala. His
swearing-in ceremony is
scheduled to take place on
May 18 in the presence of
senior party leaders.

“I am humbled by the
trust placed in me by the
party and the people. They
entrusted me with a huge
responsibility, and I am
very thankful to team UDF
and the workers. I dedicate
my CMship to the people of
Kerala,” Satheesan said
after being chosen for the
top post.

Union Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, which had approved a
proposal to introduce the
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026
in Parliament to add four addi-
tional judges.

The  Supreme  Court
(Number of Judges) Act, 1956
has been amended multiple
times over the decades to
reflect changing judicial
requirements. The last such
revision took place in 2019,
when the sanctioned strength
was increased from 30 to 33
judges (excluding the Chief
Justice of India).

discussions are progressing
and a final decision on cabinet
composition is expected later

Satheesan may retain the
Finance portfolio, while final
allocation of departments will

in the newly formed UDF-led
government ahead of the offi-
cial swearing-in ceremony on
Monday.

Midnight tremors and loud explosive sound
trigger panic across Madhya Pradesh towns

Bhopal/Betul, May 17: A series of
unexpected seismic tremors coupled
with a mysterious loud explosion-like
sound created fear and confusion across
several parts of Madhya Pradesh late
Saturday night, officials confirmed.
According to preliminary information
from the National Center for Seismology,
earthquake activity measuring 3.91 on
the Richter scale was recorded in
regions including Betul, Pandhurna,
and Multai. Tremors were reportedly

felt at multiple intervals — around 9:30
p.am., 9:41 p.m., 9:43 p.m., and again at
10:17 p.m. While the earlier tremors
caused concern among residents, panic
intensified later in the night after a
stronger disturbance struck certain
localitiesaround 11:24 p.m. Eyewitnesses
described hearing a sudden deafening

Delhi advises private
firms to adopt 2-day WFH
for fuel saving

New Delhi, May 17: The
Delhi Government has
advised private companies
and organisations in the
national capital to imple-
ment a two-day work-from-
home policy every week
and encourage employees to
use public transport and
carpooling as part of fuel
conservation measures
amid prevailing global
uncertainties. The adviso-
ry, issued by the Delhi
labour department on
Sunday, also suggested stag-
gered office timings to
reduce peak-hour traffic
congestion and minimise
fuel consumption in the
city.

However, private estab-
lishments engaged in essen-
tial and emergency servic-
es, including hospitals,
health institutions, electric-
ity, water supply, sanita-
tion and municipal servic-
es, have been exempted
from the advisory.

The move comes days
after Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta launched the
90-day ‘Mera Bharat, Mera
Yogdan’ fuel-saving cam-
paign. The campaign man-
dates two-day work-from-
home arrangements for
Delhi government employ-
ees and promotes the use of
public transport. The Chief
Minister had stated that the
private sector would also be
encouraged to support the
fuel-saving initiative in
response to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s appeal for
prudent use of resources.

According to the labour
department, commuting to
and from offices is among
the biggest contributors to
daily fuel consumption in
Delhi. The advisory noted
that work-from-home
arrangements had already
proven effective during the
COVID-19 pandemic and
GRAP-related restrictions.

“In order to contribute to
national fuel conservation
efforts, all employers of
industrial establishments,
factories, shops and com-
mercial establishments in
Delhi, including IT and IT
Enabled Services (ITES),
are strongly encouraged to
implement a minimum of
two days of work-from-
home per week,” the advi-
sory stated.department also
recommended replacing
physical meetings with vir-
tual sessions, reducing the
use of official vehicles for
non-essential travel, and
strengthening IT infra-
structure to facilitate
smooth work-from-home

operations.
Private organisations
have additionally been

urged to sensitise employ-
ees about the importance of
fuel conservation and
encourage conscious com-
muting practices, including
the use of public transport,
carpooling, and non-
motorised travel options.
The advisory also called on
organisations to support
the domestic economy by
promoting the purchase of
Indian-made products.

sound moments before the ground
began shaking. Residents said the noise
resembled a massive blast and was fol-
lowed by intense vibrations that shook
homes and rattled household objects for
several seconds.The unexpected trem-
ors forced many people to rush out of
their houses in fear of building collapse

or a larger disaster. Families gathered
in open spaces as confusion spread
through neighbourhoods, with many
residents visibly distressed by the late-
night incident.People from different
parts of the affected towns reported
experiencing the same sequence — a
loud booming sound followed immedi-
ately by noticeable seismic movement.
Several residents said the tremors were
strong enough to make walls vibrate
and utensils shake inside homes. As

panic spread, phone networks became
active with residents contacting rela-
tives, friends, and neighbours to con-
firm their safety and gather information
about the situation. Soon after the inci-
dent, social media platforms were flood-
ed with videos and firsthand accounts
from Multai and nearby areas.

Social Welfare Gurukul Students
Shine in EAPCET-2026

Hyderabad TSIT:
Students of the Telangana
Social Welfare Residential
Educational Institutions
Society (TGSWREIS) have
once again brought laurels
to the State by delivering
outstanding results in
EAPCET-2026, particularly
in the Agriculture and

Medicine streams.
Students from the
Colleges of Excellence

(COEs) functioning under
TGSWREIS secured top
ranks, further strengthen-
ing the reputation of
Telangana’s social welfare
gurukul institutions as cen-
tres of academic excellence.

Expressing happiness
over the remarkable
achievement, Social Welfare
Minister Adluri Laxman
Kumar said the results
stand as proof that students
from poor, Dalit, tribal and
other underprivileged rural
backgrounds are capable of
creating history when pro-
vided with the right oppor-
tunities and support.

He stated that the guru-
kul system has laid a strong
educational foundation for
the aspirations of economi-
cally weaker families and
has emerged as a new educa-
tional revolution in
Telangana.

The Minister said the
State Government, under
the leadership of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
and with the support of
Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu,
has been giving top priority
to strengthening the guru-
kul education system by

releasing funds regularly
for quality education, mod-
ern infrastructure, digital
learning, special coaching
and competitive exam train-
ing.He credited the success
to the sacrifices of parents,
determination of students
and relentless efforts of
teachers. Despite financial
hardships and rural back-
grounds, students achieved
inspiring results through
hard work and persever-
ance, he added.

TGSWREIS  Secretary
(FAC) Kambhampati
Sharada said gurukul stu-
dents have been consistent-
ly achieving excellent
results in SSC, Intermediate,
JEE, NEET and EAPCET
examinations, reflecting the
institution’s academic stan-
dards.She said the society
strengthened its academic
monitoring system to pro-
vide focused and target-ori-
ented training to students.
Regular grand tests, daily
practice sessions, special
study hours, subject-wise
mentoring, doubt-clearing
classes and interactive ses-
sions with experts helped

improve students’ confi-
dence levels.

Sharada specially appre-
ciated Botany, Zoology,
Physics and Chemistry fac-
ulty members for their dedi-
cation towards students’
success. She said teachers
played a key role not only
academically but also in
motivating students to over-
come exam pressure and
build self-confidence.

She further stated that
the trust reposed by parents
in gurukul institutions has
grown stronger with these
achievements. Due to quali-
ty education, discipline,
safety and specialised com-
petitive exam coaching
being provided in gurukuls,
students from poor families
are now securing national-
level opportunities.

The TGSWREIS Secretary
congratulated the rankers,
their parents, principals,
faculty members and aca-
demic teams, and expressed
confidence that the institu-
tion would continue to
achieve even greater suc-
cess at the national level in
the coming years.
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EDITORIAL

Trump's Beijing Summit
Leaves The Rest Asking: Who

Will Stop China Now?

The most-watched summit meeting has ended. Trump
had arrived in Beijing with a phalanx of businessmen,
with just three of them having a combined net worth of
over $1 trillion. That was unsurprising, given the nature
of the Trump presidency, famed for its deal-making and
emphasis on trade. But none of that enthused China.
Unlike his 2017 visit as an honoured guest, with an
unprecedented state dinner in the 'forbidden city', this
visit had no great pomp and ceremony attached to it.
Major issues on the table were well known, but the devil
lay in the details. Critics observed that the US President
went to Beijing on a weak wicket, given the Iran war and
his low popularity ratings.

Weighing Up The Opponent

Even before the visit commenced, the first task for offi-
cials on both sides was to assess the strength of the lead-
ership at the table, in terms of a winning hand or a poor
one. The agenda points would have been fixed long ago
and likely centred around trade, particularly Artificial
Intelligence, Taiwan, and the Iran war, in some order of
priority for Trump. What mattered was how many cards
each assessed the other as holding.

First, China would have assessed the US presidency from
the considerable drop in Trump's poll approvals, which,
at 6% negative, is a lot and hinges mainly on inflation,
the highest in two years. Xi, on the other hand, has no
poll approvals to worry about publicly, but his recent
'‘purges' of over 100 senior military officials, among them
two top generals - Zhang Youxia, and the chief of the
Joint Staff Department, Liu Zhenli - on alleged corrup-
tion charges, would have been seen as a minus point.
This was touted as a move to end patronage networks
and strengthen the imperturbable Xi. But given past
ingresses of the US Central Intelligence Agency - not to
mention a new video that seeks to tap into unease within
the army, especially the middle ranks - the possibility of
some of them at least being compromised remains. The
reverse also holds true. Very recently, a Southern
California Mayor pleaded guilty to being a Chinese agent.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation provides a copious
list of arrests on such charges - four were in April alone.
Fantastically, Trump remarked that both countries spied
on each other , an admission that no other president
would ever have made. Then there's the flip side. The
Trump administration has had its own 'purges’, firing
some 43% of his 'A' team, including senior-level officers
in his office and at least a dozen top cabinet-level officers,
who were either forced to resign or shown the door. So,
on that count of personal popularity and system degrada-
tion, the score remains 1-1.

Edit
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THE BEIJING SPECTACLE AND THE
RECALIBRATION OF GLOBAL POWER

A striking image recently rippled
through digital communication net-
works globally, capturing the atten-
tion of foreign policy observers and
laymen alike. It depicts the
President of the United States bend-
ing noticeably low, his spine curved
in a posture that borders on defer-
ence, to take the firmly extended
hand of Chinese President Xi
Jinping. In an era dominated by
hyper-realistic deepfakes and algo-
rithmic manipulation, the image
may well have been doctored - an
artificial artifact designed to pro-
voke the denizens of WhatsApp
University. Yet, its viral currency
stems from a deeper, psychological
truth. The photograph conveys a
potent conceptual narrative: Donald
Trump travelling east as a diplomat-
ic supplicant, executing a high-
stakes charm offensive to court the
favour of the Middle Kingdom, while
Xi receives him with immaculate,
imperial fanfare, offering immense
theatrical hospitality but yielding
absolutely no structural or geopoliti-
cal concessions. Beneath the curated
optics of the Great Hall of the People,
Beijing drew its red lines with
absolute clarity, leaving little doubt
that the global architecture is under-
going a profound and permanent
architectural shift.

That Band Of CEOs

What the international community
witnessed in Beijing was, fundamen-
tally, a grand spectacle of statecraft.
It was a production punctuated occa-
sionally by transactional commer-
cialism - packaged announcements
of Boeing jet purchases and massive
bulk orders of American soybeans -
designed primarily to provide the
American president with tangible
domestic trophies to carry home on
the weekend. Yet, even these com-
mercial breakthroughs felt archival,
functioning as superficial emblems
of an older, mercantilist era. The ret-
inue of marquee American chief
executive officers who trailed the

president through the crimson corri-
dors of power did not resemble inde-
pendent, hard-nosed global dealmak-
ers. Instead, they performed a role
more akin to modern factotums and
courtiers, a corporate vanguard
deployed to validate Trump's pres-
ence and add a veneer of industrial
might to a deeply personalised exec-
utive pilgrimage. The images broad-
cast to the world by Beijing from the
Trump visit were meticulously pro-
duced, controlled, and distributed by
Chinese state media apparatuses,
reflecting an unmistakable, classical
power aesthetic: a composed, serene,
and immovably anchored Xi receiv-
ing a restless Western head of state
who sought validation without
receiving the structural kowtow.
Both leaders were performing deftly
for their respective domestic audi-
ences, orchestrating a media event
with a remarkably brief political
half-life. The Thucydides Trap,
Reimagined

Yet, beneath the glittering theatre of
the summit, a far more durable and
historic reality is quietly taking
shape. For over a decade, the

transatlantic foreign policy estab-
lishment has lived under the dark
shadow of the "Thucydides Trap" -
the fatalistic realist construct, popu-
larised by academic seminars,
asserting that any rising revisionist
power must inevitably collide in
conflict, and probably warfare, with
a dominant status-quo hegemon.
Today, with Xi's China showing lit-
tle appetite for armed conflict, that
terrifying framework looks less like
an iron law of history and more like
a rigid, theoretical abstraction.
Indeed, the common deployment of
the Thucydides metaphor rests on a
fundamental misreading of ancient
history. The Spartans and
Athenians did not exist in a perma-
nent state of total kinetic warfare;
rather, they coexisted across cen-
turies of Greek civilisation, estab-
lishing complex networks of deter-
rence, trade, and regional accommo-
dation. The Peloponnesian War was
a tragic, bounded interlude, not the
permanent organising structure of
the ancient Mediterranean world.

Live And Let Live

What is actually emerging from the
smoke of the 21st-century trade wars
is not an inevitable military apoca-
lypse, but a pragmatically managed,
highly segmented spheres-of-influ-
ence settlement. Rather than fight-
ing to the death for absolute global
hegemony, Washington and Beijing
are learning to partition the global
commons based on their respective
comparative advantages. The
United States retains (at least for
now) its structural dominance in
pioneering high technology - com-
manding the software architectures,
artificial intelligence frontiers, and
the unmatched liquidity of Western
financial markets. China, converse-
ly, has consolidated its position as
the world's foremost manufacturer
and its pre-eminent physical trader,
controlling the supply chains that
undergird global material life. It is a
division of labour born of mutual
vulnerability and strategic exhaus-
tion: a digital and financial empire
in the West balancing a manufactur-
ing and logistical colossus in the
East. Within this emerging bilateral
matrix, Taiwan remains the one

genuine, highly volatile flashpoint -
a geographic and technological node
capable of disrupting the entire glob-
al peace. Yet even here, a realistic,
cold-blooded recalibration appears
underway, conveyed by the
American president's own charac-
teristically transactional rhetoric
during his stay in Beijing. By pub-
licly reflecting on the brutal,
immutable mathematics of distance
- noting that the island of Taiwan is
merely 59 miles from the Chinese
mainland while remaining a vast
9,500 miles away from the American
coast - Trump signalled an embrace
of geographic realism over ideologi-
cal commitment. This raw calcula-
tion reveals a changing strategic cal-
culus. As the United States aggres-
sively "onshores" its advanced semi-
conductor manufacturing capabili-
ties and builds secure domestic chip
foundries within its own borders,
the foundational economic rationale
for defending Taiwan begins to dissi-
pate. Once the high-tech supply
chains are structurally insulated,
the old, ambiguous treaty commit-
ments of the mid-20th century risk
being quietly minimised, reinter-
preted, or forgotten altogether.

This geopolitical containment of
risk is further stabilised by a mutual
recognition of military limitations.
The Chinese leadership has consis-
tently demonstrated a remarkable
lack of appetite for overt, destabilis-
ing Kinetic conflict, preferring the
patient, asymmetric methods of eco-
nomic coercion, maritime encir-
clement, and institutional capture.
Concurrently, the American politi-
cal establishment is learning the
hard way that its overstretched
empire cannot easily sustain or
finance far-flung, prolonged military
engagements in the terrifying con-
text of modern electronic, drone-sat-
urated, and hypersonic warfare.
Even Iran, a much less formidable
foe than China, has been able to hold
off the ravages of the American
imperium.

Women's dreams cannot be imprisoned

Priyanka Saurabh

Therecent observation by the
Supreme Court of India is not
merely a legal observation,
but a historic message chal-
lenging the deeply ingrained
mindset in Indian society
that often limits a woman's
identity after marriage to her
husband, family, and domes-
tic responsibilities. The Court
stated unequivocally that a
woman cannot be expected to

Biggest Takeaway From BRICS Meet?
Nobody Knows What It Is Anymore

abandon her career, ambi-
tions, and dreams and
remain merely an "obedient
wife." This observation
comes at a time when Indian
women are achieving new
heights in every field, includ-
ing education, science, poli-
tics, administration, judici-
ary, military, sports, and
business. Despite this, a large
section of society still believes
that a woman's primary
responsibility after marriage
should be limited to home
and family. This observation
by the Supreme Court is sig-
nificant because it not only
reaffirms women's constitu-
tional rights but also
strengthens the concept of
equality, dignity, and individ-
ual freedom in modern India.
Indian society has long been
governed by a patriarchal
structure. In this system, men
were considered the decision-
makers and economic center
of the family, while women
were presented as symbols of
sacrifice, tolerance, and dedi-
cation. From childhood, girls
were taught that marriage
was the ultimate goal of their
lives, and that after marriage,
they should adapt to the wish-
es of their husbands and fam-
ilies. This is why, even today,
in many families, girls' educa-
tion is not taken as seriously
as that of boys. If a woman is
highly ambitious, prioritizes
her career, or wants to make

her own life decisions, she is
often criticized as "anti-fami-
ly" or "too modern." This
mindset not only violates
women's rights but also limits
society's progress. Expecting
women to give up their
careers or compromise after
marriage has been consid-
ered normal in Indian socie-
ty. If the husband's job
requires a change of city, the
wife is expected to give up her
career without question. If
balancing family and work is
difficult, the responsibility
for sacrifice is often placed on
the woman. After mother-
hood, women are burdened
with so much domestic
responsibilities that millions
are forced to leave their jobs
despite their abilities and tal-
ents. This situation is not only
unfair on an individual level
but also detrimental to nation-
al development. A country
that fails to fully utilize the tal-
ents of half its population can
never reach its full potential.
The Supreme Court's observa-
tions also reinforce the funda-
mental spirit of the Indian
Constitution. Article 14 of the
Constitution guarantees
equality to all citizens. Article
15 prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex, and Article
21 guarantees every individ-
ual the right tolive with digni-
ty. Expecting a woman to
abandon her dreams and
career simply because she is

married is contrary to these
constitutional values. The
Court has made it clear that
marriage cannot be a means
of eliminating a woman's
independent identity. A wife
is not a subordinate person,
but an independent citizen
with equal rights. Today,
Indian women are achieving
remarkable successes in
every field. From space to
fighter aircraft, from the judi-
ciary to the startup world,
women are demonstrating
their potential. PV Sindhu,
Mirabai Chanu, Saina
Nehwal, Falguni Nayar,
Nirmala Sitharaman, Gita
Gopinath, and many others
have proven that given the
opportunity, women can
excel in any field. Ironically,
despite these achievements,
traditional thinking about
women's roles in society has
not completely disappeared.
Even today, in many educat-
ed families, it is believed that
a wife's success should not
"exceed" her husband's.
Women's economic independ-
ence and self-reliance are
often seen as a challenge to
male ego. This is why prob-
lems like gender discrimina-
tion, pay disparity, and men-
tal stress still exist in the
workplace. Women's econom-
ic independence is a crucial
foundation for the true
progress of any society. When
women are financially inde-

pendent, they are able to
make their own decisions
with greater freedom and con-
fidence. Economic independ-
ence also empowers them to
speak out against domestic
violence, mental harassment,
and unequal treatment.
Therefore, a career is not just
a means of earning income,
but also a symbol of dignity
and self-reliance. If a woman
is forced to sacrifice her
career in the name of mar-
riage, her freedom is actually
being limited. The Supreme
Court's observations reject
this thinking and make it
clear that a woman's career is
not a "hobby," but a constitu-
tional and human right.
However, judicial observa-
tions alone cannot bring
about complete change in
society. Real change will
come only when families
change their mindset. Even
today, women are often bur-
dened with the sole responsi-
bility of household chores
and childrearing. Men's
domestic involvement is lim-
ited, while working women
are expected to juggle every
household  responsibility
alongside their jobs. This
dual burden impacts
women's mental and physical
health. If husbands and wives
share household responsibili-
ties equally, women can pur-
sue their careers and dreams
without guilt.

The 2026 BRICS Foreign
Ministers' Meeting in New
Delhi exposed the growing
internal contradictions of
an expanded BRICS at a
moment of acute geopoliti-
cal instability. Convened
under the theme "Building
for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and
Sustainability", the meeting
was intended to consolidate
momentum ahead of the
BRICS Leaders' Summit
scheduled for September
2026. Instead, the escalating
US-Israel confrontation
with Iran transformed the
gathering into a revealing
display of the strategic fis-
sures increasingly shaping
the bloc.

The clearest indication of
these divisions was the
inability of BRICS foreign
ministers to agree on a full
joint statement. In its place
emerged a Chair's
Statement and outcome doc-
ument that reflected con-
sensus on broad develop-
mental priorities while
carefully sidestepping irrec-
oncilable disagreements
over the Middle East crisis.
The absence of a unified
declaration was not merely
procedural; it underscored
the widening divergence in

how BRICS members inter-
pret security, sovereignty,
regional order, and rela-
tions with the West. The
Iran-UAE Showdown

The emphasis on protecting
maritime commerce and
energy routes, especially
through the Strait of
Hormuz, revealed underly-
ing anxieties among mem-
ber states whose economic
interests are directly threat-
ened by regional escalation.
At the centre of the discord
stood Iran and the UAE,
whose competing regional
calculations brought into
sharp focus the limitations
of BRICS cohesion.

Iran sought to use the
platform to rally political
backing against the United
States and Israel, framing
the conflict as an attack on
the sovereignty of a BRICS
member and, by extension,
on the broader non-Western
order. Tehran pushed for
explicit condemnation of
what it described as "unlaw-
ful aggression" and attempt-
ed to portray BRICS as a
potential counterweight to
Western strategic pressure.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi adopted a
confrontational tone during
the discussions. He

described Iran as a "victim
of illegal expansionism and
warmongering” and urged
BRICS to resist "Western
hegemony and the sense of
impunity that the US
believes it is entitled to".
Calling for a far more

assertive collective
response, Araghchi
declared: "Iran therefore

calls upon BRICS member
states and all responsible
members of the internation-
al community to explicitly
condemn violations of inter-
national law by the United
States and Israel."

His remarks reflect-
ed Tehran's broader effort
to transform BRICS from a
developmental coalition
into a more overtly politi-
cal and anti-Western plat-
form.

The UAE, however,
approached the crisis from
an entirely different securi-
ty perspective. Abu Dhabi
viewed the escalation not
through the prism of anti-
Western resistance but
through immediate con-
cerns over Gulf stability,
energy infrastructure,
maritime security, and the
risk of Iranian retaliation
spilling across the region.
Tensions became especial-

ly visible when Araghchi
later accused the UAE of
being "directly involved in
the aggression against my
country", further exposing
the depth of mistrust
between the two BRICS
members.

For the UAE and several
other Gulf-oriented actors,
heightened confrontation
threatened both economic
stability and domestic secu-
rity. This divergence made
consensus virtually impos-
sible and demonstrated how
BRICS expansion has
imported regional rivalries
directly into the organisa-
tion's internal dynamics.

A Structural Fault Line

The Iran-UAE divide high-
lighted a deeper structural
contradiction within BRICS
expansion. The grouping
has sought to project itself
as the institutional voice of
the Global South, yet many
of its members remain
regional competitors with
conflicting threat percep-
tions and incompatible
geopolitical priorities. The
inclusion of Middle Eastern
rivals within the same
forum has amplified these
contradictions rather than
diluted them.
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Mangaluru gets green signal for
HC circuit bench, CM assures full infra
support: MLC Ivan D’Souza

Mangaluru, May 16:
The long-pending
demand for a high court
circuit bench in
Mangaluru has received
a green signal from the
state government, with
chief minister
Siddaramaiah assuring
the chief justice through
a letter that the govern-
ment is ready to provide all
necessary infrastructure, said
MLC Ivan D’Souza.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Saturday at his office
in the Mangaluru City
Corporation premises, he said
the chief minister has con-
veyed readiness to extend all
basic facilities required for the
proposed bench. He also pre-
sented a copy of the letter
addressed to the chief justice.

He said a delegation of the
chief justice of the high court is
expected to visit Mangaluru
either by the end of May or in
the first week of June to inspect
the available infrastructure, as
indicated in the chief minister’s
communication. “With the gov-
ernment expressing readiness,
nearly 80% of the groundwork
for the circuit bench is already

complete,” he said.Ivan D’Souza
expressed confidence that the
circuit bench could begin func-
tioning by October. He said the
50,000 sq ft building of the old
deputy commissioner’s office
near State Bank in Mangaluru
is suitable for the initial func-
tioning of the bench. A site has
also been identified in the area
where IAS officers’ quarters
exist for providing residential
facilities for judges.He said all
administrative and office infra-
structure required for smooth
functioning would be ensured.
He added that discussions had
been held with the deputy com-
missioner, and renovation of
the old DC office building along
with residential facilities for
judges would be taken up
through the Public Works
Department (PWD).

Karnataka

Bantwal: Copious summer rains
revive parched Dakshina

Bantwal, May 17: After weeks of anxi-
ety over rapidly depleting water levels
and fears of a looming drinking water
crisis, the Nethravathi River — regard-
ed as the lifeline of Dakshina Kannada
district — has witnessed a dramatic
revival following continuous rainfall in
the ghat and foothill regions over the
past few days.

Only weeks ago, the harsh summer
heat had reduced several stretches of
the river to near-dry conditions. From
the downstream side of the Jakribettu
Dam to the Panemangaluru new bridge,
vast patches of sand and exposed rock
formations had emerged as water levels
receded alarmingly.

The sharp fall in inflow had triggered
serious concern not only in Bantwal but
also across areas under the Mangaluru
City Corporation limits, with fears
mounting over a potential shortage of
drinking water for Mangaluru city.
Amid the worsening situation, Rajesh
Nayak, MLA representing Bantwal, had
directed officials to exercise utmost cau-
tion in the supply and consumption of
drinking water. The district administra-
tion too had stepped in with urgent
measures to prevent a full-blown water
crisis in Mangaluru.

The deputy commissioner’s office
issued instructions to release water up
to six metres from the AMR Dam
towards the Thumbe Dam to ensure
adequate storage during the peak sum-
mer period. Authorities were also

instructed not to divert the remaining
water stored in the AMR reservoir for
any purpose other than drinking water
needs. Mangaluru city depends heavily
on the vented dam at Thumbe across the
Nethravathi River for its water supply.
The dam has a maximum storage capac-
ity of 10.41 million cubic metres (MCM).

According to official data recorded on
April 21, 2026, the water level stood at
4.71 metres at Thumbe Dam and 18.62
metres at AMR Dam — enough to meet
the city’s drinking water requirements
for only about 22 days.

Rains bring relief

The situation, however, has changed
dramatically over the last three to four
days.

Steady rainfall across the Western
Ghats and adjoining foothill regions has
substantially increased inflow into the
river system. In line with the district
administration’s directions, water was
also released from the Shambhoor AMR
Dam, further rejuvenating the river.
The Jakribettu Dam has now filled to
capacity, with surplus water being
released downstream. The Thumbe
Dam too has reached full levels, trans-
forming the once-parched Nethravathi
into a flowing, vibrant water body once
again. What was recently a riverbed dot-
ted with exposed boulders and dry sand-
banks has now turned into a fully
replenished stretch of water, restoring
both ecological balance and public con-
fidence.

HYDERABAD
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026

7

@ info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

K'taka gets 1,122 new govt medical seats; big boost for
NEET aspirants: Min Dr Sharan Prakash Patil

Bengaluru, May 17: In a
major boost for NEET aspi-
rants amid rising concerns
over examination irregulari-
ties reported across the coun-
try, Karnataka has been allot-
ted 1,122 additional govern-
ment medical seats, medical
education minister Dr Sharan
Prakash R Patil said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Vidhana Soudha, the
minister said the enhanced
seat availability would signifi-
cantly benefit students aspir-
ing for medical education and
marks a major milestone in
the state’s medical education
expansion.

He said Karnataka has
secured a record number of

additional seats, noting that
the sanction of over 1,000 medi-
cal seats to a single state at one
time is unprecedented. “This
reflects Karnataka’s strong
position in medical educa-
tion,” he said.

The minister said the newly
sanctioned seats will be dis-
tributed across several govern-
ment medical colleges, includ-
ing those in Koppal, Gadag,
Chamarajanagar, Karwar, and
other districts.

He informed that the
approvals were formally
cleared on May 15 by the cen-
tral government and the
union health and family wel-
fare department. Karnataka
will receive a total allocation

of Rs 1,090 crore, including
Rs 495 crore for undergradu-
ate (UG) medical seats and Rs
541 crore for postgraduate
(PG) seats.

Dr Patil urged students to
make full use of the expanded
opportunities in the state’s
medical education system, say-
ing Karnataka now offers sig-
nificantly greater scope for
those aspiring to build careers
in medicine.

He also detailed the state’s
medical education capacity,
stating that Karnataka has 72
medical colleges, including
private and deemed universi-
ties. The current intake
includes 13,945 UG seats and
7,727 PG seats, he added.

Dengue awareness program
at BMTC workshop as part of
National Dengue Day

Bengaluru: Senior Health Inspector Gururaj has given
detailed information on the symptoms, treatment, pre-
ventive measures and the role of the public in dengue
control. He spoke at the dengue awareness program orga-
nized by Krishnarajapura City Primary Health Center at
the Central Workshop-02 of the Bangalore Metropolitan
Transport Corporation in Telangana as part of National
Dengue Day. He said that it is very important to ensure
that water does not stagnate in homes and public places,
prevent the breeding of mosquitoes and cooperate with
the health department.

Dengue awareness for workshop staff

The dengue awareness program was held in collabora-
tion with Satish, Divisional Technical Engineer of BMTC.
On this occasion, more than a hundred workshop staff
were given comprehensive health education on dengue
fever.

Larva Survey Demonstration

On this occasion, Senior Health Inspector Srishaila
Kannal made the workshop staff aware about the life
cycle of mosquitoes through a demonstration of live lar-
vae. He provided practical information on identifying
mosquito breeding sites and methods of controlling them.

An intensive larval survey was conducted in various
solid waste materials including water drums, buckets,
and tires used for fire extinguishing in the workshop
premises. This survey was carried out with the coopera-
tion of Health Inspector Kiran, and the larval Killing
chemical solution ABATE was sprayed in the areas
where larval breeding was found.

Public awareness and mass participation were very
important in the program to prevent dengue, and health
officials said that mosquito-borne diseases can be effec-
tively controlled by maintaining cleanliness. Workshop
staff, health department staff, and local health officials

Shivanna & Pavan
Wadeyar’s Bail Set for
Varamahalakshmi
Festival Release

Bail First Look Out: Shivanna Brings
Mystery, Swagger & Intensity

Karunada Chakravarthy Dr. Shiva
Rajkumar, fondly known as Shivanna, is cel-
ebrated for his electrifying energy both on-
screen and off-screen. In his upcoming film
Bail, the superstar will be seen in a striking
new avatar, as the makers unveil his first
look from the much-anticipated project pro-
duced by KVN Productions.Director Pavan
Wadeyar, known for experimenting with the
looks of leading superstars, has opted for a

Kalaotsav 2026 Celebrated at Vasavi College with
Grand Showcase of Art and Technology

Bengaluru : “Kalaotsav,” a
vibrant confluence of art, cul-
ture, music and technology,
was celebrated with great

enthusiasm at Vasavi
Jnanapeetha First Grade
College, Vijayanagar, with

active participation from stu-
dents representing various col-
leges.

Students from eight different
colleges took part in the festi-
val, transforming the campus
into a platform of creativity,
innovation and talent. The

mance.

He further announced that
Vasavi College has successfully
facilitated campus placements
for 616 students this year.
Emphasising the institution’s
commitment to sports, he said
an Inter-College “Vasavi Cup”
Cricket Tournament would be
organised in June or July. The
winning team will receive a
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh, while
the runners-up team will be
awarded Rs 50,000.

D.R. Vijaya Sarathi added

distinctive salt-and-pep-
per style for Shivanna
leaning heavily towards
a grey-toned aged look.
The transformation
adds depth and intrigue
to his character, creat-
ing strong curiosity
among fans and film
audiences alike.The

event provided an opportunity
for students to showcase their
abilities through music, dance
and theatre performances, cre-
ating an energetic and festive
atmosphere.

In addition to cultural pro-
grammes, students also dis-
played their skills in modern
and industry-oriented activities

such as web designing, banner
and poster designing, business
quizzes, marketing challenges
and business presentations.
The festival highlighted the hid-
den talents and creative poten-
tial of students across diverse
fields.

Speaking on the occasion,
D.R. Vijaya Sarathi, Secretary

of Vasavi Group of Educational
Institutions, said that Kalaotsav
emerged as a unique and inspir-
ing initiative that encouraged
students to explore their cre-
ativity and practical skills.
Students who performed the
Mahabharata stage play were
awarded cash prizes in recogni-
tion of their outstanding perfor-

that the institution is commit-
ted to providing quality educa-
tion from KG to PG level while
also focusing on developing self-
reliant and career-oriented stu-
dents. Degree College Principal
Padma, Dr. Ranga Swamy, PU
College principals, faculty
members and staff were present
during the event.

first look of Bail fea-

tures Dr. Shivarajkumar in a surprising
blend of playfulness and mystery, offering a
fresh shade to his screen presence. Adding
further impact to the reveal is a powerful
voiceover by Dialogue King Saikumar, ele-
vating the teaser’s intensity and appeal.The
makers launched the teaser earlier on
Saturday, and it received an overwhelming
response. The teaser was also screened dur-
ing a concert by music composer Ajaneesh
Loknath, who serves as the music director for
Bail, where it played to thunderous response
from the crowd.This ambitious project marks
the first-ever collaboration between KVN
Productions and director Pavan Wadeyar
with Dr. Shivarajkumar. Pavan Wadeyar,
who has delivered popular hits like Googly,
Raymo, and several other successful films, is
set to bring yet another exciting cinematic
experience to audiences.

Clean raw canals immediately to ensure smooth

flow of rainwater; Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar

Bengaluru:  Additional
Commissioner (Development)
Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar
has instructed to clear all raw

The Department of School Education has pasted an official notice in front of
the Samar Inter Islamic National School

Bengaluru: Since the recognition of
Samar Inter Islamic National School in
Thanisandra has been cancelled, the
school has been shut down. Officials from
the School Education Department formal-
ly pasted a notice at the school entrance
advising the public not to admit students
to the institution. Heavy police security
was deployed, and the closure of the school
was publicly announced, putting a final
seal on the matter.

As per the directions of the Director of
the School Education Department, the
notice provided detailed information to the
public by referring to the department

Citizens join hands to transform
Bengaluru into a clean, beautiful and
healthy city: Rajendra Cholan

order issued on April 10 this year, the High
Court order dated May 30, 2025, and vari-
ous related judgments, circulars, and
orders.The recognition of classes 1 to 10 of

Samar International Islamic School has
been withdrawn under Section 39 of the
Karnataka Education Act, 1983, and its
registration has been cancelled under
Section 34. Therefore, the department has
closed the school and clearly stated that
students should not be admitted for the
academic year 2026-27.0n May 13, the
School Education Department had issued
its final order. Accordingly, strict instruc-
tions were given to the management not to
carry out admissions. Student academic
records were ordered to be transferred
online to the schools where students would
continue their education.

Operation to remove unauthor-
ized sheep and goat market
sheds ahead of Bakrid festival

and concrete rainwater canals
in Kalkere and Hoysala city
limits of silt, soil, waste and
plants before the monsoon
season and make arrange-
ments for smooth flow of rain-
water in the canals.

Speaking after inspecting
the location of rainwater
canals in the Kalkere-
Hoysalanagar areas of the
K.R.Pura assembly constitu-
ency of the Eastern Municipal
Corporation, he directed to
start the works in the areas
already identified for the
development of raw rainwater
canals in Kalkere and Hoysala
city limits under the World
Bank grant and to speed up
the work.

It was found that some of
the canals in this area were
encroached upon, and he
instructed to check the actual
dimensions of the canals as
per the Revenue Department
survey map and clear the
encroachments. It was found
that there are black spots near
the rainwater canals, due to
which the canals gradually

become blocked. He instruct-
ed to clear the black spots
immediately and take precau-
tionary measures to prevent
further black spots. He
instructed the concerned engi-
neers to prepare an action
plan for the necessary devel-
opment works and to carry
out maintenance works quick-
ly. The Additional
Commissioner said on this
occasion that the Bangalore
East Municipal Corporation is
committed to strengthening
the system for smooth flow of
rainwater in the city, prevent-
ing flood problems and provid-
ing convenient infrastructure
to the public.

Places inspected

* Rainwater canal near

Kalkere Cemetery

* Rainwater canal near
Krishnappa Layout, Kalkere
Pet

* Raw rainwater canal
behind Kalkere NPS School

* Rainwater canal near
Kalkere Khane Road Abhaya
School

* Raw rainwater canal on
Hoysalanagar 3rd Main Road

* Raw rainwater canal on
Hoysalanagar 13th Cross Road

* Raw rainwater canal on
Hoysalanagar 13th A Cross
Road

The Additional
Commissioner, Executive
Engineer, Assistant Executive
Engineer, locals of Kalkere
and Hoysala Nagar were pres-
ent during the inspection.

Conservation of water sources,
waste segregation and proper man-
agement, ban on single-use plastic
are essentialBengaluru: Citizens'
cooperation is very important to
transform Bengaluru into a clean,
beautiful and healthy city, and in
this regard, Rajendra Cholan,
Commissioner of the Central
Municipal Corporation, has appealed
to the public, organizations, NGOs,
and apartment residents' welfare
associations to join hands with the
Central Municipal Corporation.

He spoke at the "Community Street
Play" program organized at Church Street
to create awareness about the conserva-
tion of water sources, waste segregation
and proper management, ban on single-
use plastic, recycling of plastic, and main-
taining cleanliness of public places under
the jurisdiction of the Central Municipal
Corporation under the Swachh Bharat
Mission Urban 2.0.

Commissioner Rajendra Cholan and
the public accepted the message of "Let us
change for a clean, beautiful and healthy
city, let us change Bangalore towards
cleanliness" in order to transform it into a
clean, beautiful and healthy city, con-
serve water resources, use it sparingly,
ban single-use plastic, segregate waste,
maintain proper management, and main-

tain cleanliness of public places including
our homes."Community Street Plays"
organized at 3 locations To create aware-
ness among the public about cleanliness,
"Community Street Plays" were organized
at three locations - near the Lalbagh West
Gate in Chikkapet constituency under the
jurisdiction of the Central Municipal
Corporation, near the K.F.C. Bus Stand
in Indiranagar in C.V. Raman Nagar con-
stituency, and behind the Metro Station
on Church Street in Shantinagar con-
stituency. The public watched the street
play and expressed their appreciation.
On this occasion, Additional
Commissioner of Revenue K. Ranganath,
DGM Bhimesh Nayak, AGMs, and mar-
shals were present.

Bengaluru: In the wake of Bakrid festival, a joint spe-
cial operation was carried out by the Bangalore North
Municipal Corporation against the temporary sheep
and goat market sheds that were illegally constructed
in various areas of the city corporation. As directed by
Municipal Corporation Commissioner P. Sunil
Kumar, the operation was carried out in collaboration
with the Animal Husbandry Department, Engineering
Department, Health Department, Police Department
and other personnel.

The officials removed temporary sheds, tarpaulin
enclosures, iron fences and structures that were ille-
gally used for sheep/goat trade that were constructed
without permission on public roads, footpaths, vacant
government land and along the Rajakaluve.

During the operation, special priority was given to
ensuring that there was no obstruction to public traf-
fic, maintaining public health and cleanliness, waste
management, animal welfare and maintaining law
and order. Despite prior instructions from the corpo-
ration officials, several temporary sheds that were
constructed without permission were removed with
the help of JCB machines.
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Tamil Nadu: TTV Dhinakaran reiterates
horse-trading by TVK

CHENNALI AMMK
General Secretary TTV
Dhinakaran has alleged
that the ruling Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
had engaged in “horse-
trading” to secure politi-
cal support after the
recent Assembly elec-
tions. Dredging underway
at Kumari jetty as low sea
levels disrupt boat rides
to Vivekananda Rock,
Valluvar Statue
Addressing reporters in
Tiruchirappalli,
Dhinakaran said that if
the AMMK MLA who
joined TVK was given a
ministerial post, his party
would demand a CBI
inquiry into the matter.
Dhinakaran alleged that
TVK’s political strategy
amounted to outright
“horse-trading.” “Vijay
says he will act at horse
speed, but he has bought
the horse through bar-
gaining,” Dhinakaran
said sarcastically, refer-
ring to the Tamil Nadu
chief minister and the
leader of the TVK party.

Dhinakaran also took
aim at Mannargudi MLA
Kamaraj, alleging that the
latter’s statements would
backfire and claiming he
knew who had recorded a
video of Kamaraj signing

documents inside a car.
The lone MLA of the
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK), S
Kamaraj, was expelled
from the party after he
announced support to the
ruling TVK Government
led by Chief Minister
Vijay in the State
Assembly. He also main-
tained that only the leader
of a political party has the
authority to appoint the
legislative whip. Claiming
that several complaints
had already surfaced
against newly appointed
TVK ministers,
Dhinakaran said that
“governance cannot be
run through reels” and
said people would soon
understand the ground
reality. Appealing for
unity among followers of
former Chief Minister J.
Jayalalithaa, he said all
ATIADMK cadres should
stand together to protect
the party. Nagercoil resi-
dents protest Tasmac out-
let in residential area
Further, he said that
the people of Tamil Nadu
had protected democracy
by giving more seats to
opposition parties in the
recently concluded elec-
tions. He said it would be
appropriate to assess the

TVK government only
after three months in
office. Defending the All
India Anna Dravida
Munnetra  Kazhagam
(AIADMK), Dhinakaran
asserted that no one could
destroy the party and
recalled that internal dis-
turbances had existed
since the days of M G
Ramachandran.

Despite the present tur-
moil, he claimed AITADMK
would emerge stronger
and perform well in the
next Parliamentary elec-

Tamil Nadu

tion. Further, he criti-
cised the Congress party’s
exit from the DMK alli-
ance, he alleged that the
move was motivated by a
desire for ministerial
positions.

He added that the
Communist parties and
VCK had not demanded
ministerial berths and
said their “self-respect
would have been ques-
tioned” if they had done
so. Dhinakaran alleged
that TVK had “poached”
an MLA elected on behalf

Don’t underestimate new political players; can
assess TVK govt only after six months, says Kamal

MADURAL Makkal
Needhi Maiam president and
actor Kamal Haasan said on
Monday that newcomers in
politics could not be underes-
timated and that the new gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister
Vijay should be given six
months before being assessed.

Dredging underway at
Kumari jetty as low sea levels
disrupt boat rides to
Vivekananda Rock, Valluvar
Statue Speaking to reporters
at the Madurai airport after
arriving from Chennai,
Kamal said people had voted
the new government to power
and should also monitor its
functioning.

“The new government
should be given six months.
They should be given time.
Being new does not mean
they are new to politics.
When independent India was
formed, everyone was new.
Newcomers cannot be under-

estimated. At the same time,
one should not expect too
much from them. We should
wait and see what happens,”
he said. Asked about the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam,
led by Vijay, forming the gov-
ernment, Kamal said predic-
tions could not be made with-
in two or six days. “The peo-
ple should monitor them, and
we will also monitor them,”
he stated.

On Dravidian politics,
Kamal said that, according to
him, if a Tamil-speaking per-
son from Tamil Nadu started
a party, it was a Dravidian
party. On the three-language
policy issue, he said Tamil
Nadu could not be compelled
by anyone.Nagercoil resi-
dents protest Tasmac outlet
in residential area Referring
to actor Rajinikanth’s report-
ed remark that Vijay’s victo-

ry was a surprise mixed with
happiness, and that he might
have felt jealous had Kamal
become the Chief Minister,
Kamal said he and
Rajinikanth had always com-
peted with each other but had
never been jealous.

“We compete with each
other, but there has never
been jealousy between us. We
are in the film industry. Even
if we had played cricket, we
would have competed in the
same way,” he said.

Asked about Chief Minister
Vijay not meeting Edappadi
K Palaniswami, Kamal said
he was watching it the same
way the people were watch-
ing it. Kamal said he was in
Madurai to attend the launch
event of the film Seyon.
“Whenever I come to
Madurai, the affection of the
people here never reduces. It
is the same this time too,” he
said.

Doctors warn silent hypertension often leads to
severe organ damage due to neglect

Medical experts have
raised concerns over the
growing neglect of regu-
lar blood pressure moni-
toring, warning that
untreated or poorly man-
aged hypertension can
silently damage vital
organs such as the heart,
brain, eyes, and kidneys
without showing obvi-
ous early symptoms.

Doctors say a major
challenge is that many
patients either skip rou-
tine BP checks or discon-
tinue medication on
their own, often under
the false belief that long-
term use of antihyper-
tensive drugs can harm

the kidneys.
Highlighting the risks,
consultant physician

Vinayak Bhat cited a
case of a 65-year-old
patient with hyperten-
sion and high cholester-
ol who stopped medica-
tion for a month and
later suffered a stroke,
resulting in partial
paralysis. The patient
was fortunately treated
in time, which helped
reverse some of the neu-
rological damage.

Dr Bhat said miscon-
ceptions about BP medi-
cines remain wide-
spread, especially the
belief that they cause
kidney failure. He
explained that such mis-
understandings often
lead patients to stop

treatment, only to later
develop serious compli-
cations that are wrongly
attributed to the medica-
tion rather than uncon-
trolled blood pressure.

Nephrologist Shital
Lengade shared another
case involving a 29-year-
old banker who ignored
frequent headaches and
stopped follow-ups after
a short course of treat-
ment. Months later, he
was diagnosed with
severe kidney damage
after developing symp-
toms such as swelling,
breathlessness, and loss
of appetite. His condi-
tion, linked to danger-
ously high blood pres-
sure readings, had
already caused signifi-
cant kidney impairment
before treatment was
resumed.

Dr Lengade explained
that hypertension and
kidney disease are close-
ly interconnected, with
high blood pressure

being one of the leading
causes of kidney failure
globally, second only to
diabetes. He added that
the relationship is bidi-
rectional, as Kidney dis-
ease can also trigger or
worsen hypertension.

Cardiologist Antonio
Rodrigues warned that
uncontrolled hyperten-
sion significantly
increases the risk of car-
diovascular disease,
including heart attacks
and irreversible cardiac
damage. He stressed that
most patients remain
asymptomatic even
while internal organ
damage progresses
silently.

Experts noted that
only about 40 percent of
hypertensive patients
experience mild symp-
toms such as headaches,
neck pain, dizziness, or
shortness of breath,
while the majority show
no warning signs until
complications arise.

Dr Bhat further
observed that many
patients fail to attend
regular follow-ups
because hypertension
does not cause discom-
fort, leading to delayed
detection of complica-
tions. Another expert,
Dr Lengade, attributed
the rising incidence of
hypertension among
younger individuals to
sedentary lifestyles
and high consumption
of processed, salt-rich
foods. Doctors have rec-
ommended that indi-
viduals above 35 years
of age, and younger
people with a family
history of hyperten-
sion, should check
their blood pressure at
least once every six
months, and those diag-
nosed with hyperten-
sion should also under-
go regular kidney func-
tion tests to prevent
long-term complica-
tions.

of AMMK. Referring to
the actor-politician and
chief minister Vijay, he
questioned how AIADMK
MLAs could support
someone who had previ-
ously criticised AIADMK
as a corrupt party.

He reiterated that
AMMK would continue to
remain in the National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA). According to
Dhinakaran, several par-
ties had supported TVK,
fearing another election,
which he termed “against

political ethics and moral-
ity.” He claimed the sta-
bility of the TVK govern-
ment was already under
threat. Warning legisla-
tors against supporting
TVK for positions,
Dhinakaran said history
would not forgive them if
they backed the ruling
party for personal gain.
He also alleged that K A
Sengottaiyan who was a
legislator with  the
AIADMK for nine times
before joining the TVK
was acting as an “agent”

of TVK to weaken
AIADMK. Sengottaiyan is
the crurent Finance

Minister of Tamil Nadu in
Vijay’s cabinet of minis-
ters. Meanwhile, com-
menting on the internal
crisis within AIADMK,
Dhinakaran stated that
BJP leaders were unhap-
py over the ongoing fac-
tional disputes in the
party. Vijay-led TVK
government won the
floor test in the Tamil
Nadu Legislative
Assembly with 144 votes
in favour. The TVK gov-
ernment received sup-
port from Congress,
CPI, CPI(M), VCK, IUML
and expelled AMMK
MLA Kamaraj during
the trust vote.

HYDERABAD
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026

3

@ info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Dredging underway at Kumari jetty as
low sea levels disrupt boat rides to
Vivekananda Rock, Valluvar Statue

KANNIYAKUMARI:
The Poompuhar Shipping
Corporation has begun
removing sand deposits

from its boat jetty in
Kanniyakumari after
vessels operating to the
Vivekananda Rock
Memorial and
Thiruvalluvar statue
reportedly ran aground
during low sea levels.

Don’t underestimate
new political players; can
assess TVK govt only
after six months, says
Kamal

According to officials,
dredging work at the jetty
began on May 2 and is
underway. Sand deposits
accumulated at the boat
landing area are being
removed using a heavy
earthmover.

The Poompuhar
Shipping Corporation
operates three boats,
Pothigai, Guhan and
Vivekananda, to ferry

tourists to the
Vivekananda Rock
Memorial and the 133-
foot Thiruvalluvar stat-

ue, both located on sepa-
rate rocks off the
Kanniyakumari coast.

Thousands of domestic
and foreign tourists visit
the two monuments by
boat every day. In addi-
tion, two modern luxury
boats, Thiruvalluvar and
Thamirabarani, are
available for sea rides
from Kanniyakumari to
Vattakottai. All five boats
are stationed at the
Poompuhar Shipping
Corporation boat jetty in
Kanniyakumari. During
periods when the sea
level drops and the sea
recedes, the boats report-
edly touch the seabed,
affecting their move-
ment. Following this, the
corporation took up work
to remove the sand depos-
its from the jetty.

Nagercoil residents protest Tasmac

outlet in residential area

CHENNAI An argument erupted
between the public opposing a
Tasmac in Nagercoil and the visi-
tors to the outlet on Monday. One of
the outlets in Nagercoil is located in
the Puthukudiyiruppu area in
Vadasery. The outlet has two
entrances - one on the omnibus
stand side and the other in the resi-
dential area of Puthukudiyiruppu.

Citing public nuisance caused by
the liquor outlet, the residents
staged a protest on Monday by lock-
ing the gates on the
Puthukudiyiruppu entrance of the
Tasmac. They also stopped the cus-
tomers, as the shop opens at noon.
This led to tension between both
groups. The protest followed the
State government's order to close
liquor shops located within 500
metres of educational institutions,
temples and bus stands. According
to residents, 18 liquor shops in the
Kanniyakumari district are set to be
closed under the order. Residents
alleged that instead of closing the

Puthukudiyiruppu outlet, authori-
ties had shut only the entrance near
the bus stand and made the entrance
in the residential area the main
access point. They said this would
increase the movement of liquor
buyers through the residential local-
ity. As tension escalated, police per-
sonnel led by Vadasery inspector
Mohan were deployed at the spot to
prevent any untoward incident. He
held talks with the protesters and

said the police could send a recom-
mendation to close a liquor outlet if
there was a law and order issue.

"In this case, steps will be taken to
send a recommendation stating that
the Puthukudiyiruppu liquor shop
is causing inconvenience to the pub-
lic and could create a law and order
issue. Until then, this entrance will
not be opened," he said. Following
the assurance, the residents with-
drew their protest.

Ebola outbreak in DR Congo kills 80, Uganda
reports imported case

The Africa Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention has declared
an Ebola outbreak in the
eastern Ituri province of
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, with 246 cases
and 80 deaths reported so
far, mainly in the gold-
mining towns of Mongwalu
and Rwampara.

Africa CDC said prelimi-
nary laboratory tests con-
ducted at the Institut
National de Recherche
Biomédicale in Kinshasa
confirmed the Ebola virus
in 13 out of 20 samples test-
ed, while further analysis
is underway to identify the
strain. Of the reported
fatalities, four were among
confirmed cases.

Additional suspected
infections have also been
reported in Bunia, the pro-
vincial capital. Health
authorities warned that
population movement,
mining activity and urban
settings in the affected
areas could lead to wider
transmission of the dis-
ease. Meanwhile, Uganda

local transmission has
been detected so far.
Africa CDC executive
director Dr Jean Kaseya
said significant cross-bor-
der movement between
affected regions and neigh-
bouring countries made
regional coordination
essential. The agency has
called for joint action
involving DR Congo,
Uganda, South Sudan and

on Friday confirmed an  other partners to strength-
imported Ebola caselinked en surveillance and con-
to DR Congo. According to  tainment measures.

The Congolese govern-
ment has not yet formally
declared the outbreak but
is expected to hold a media
briefing shortly.
Authorities have also initi-
ated consultations with
neighbouring countries

Uganda’s health ministry,
a 59-year-old Congolese
man admitted to a hospital
in Kampala earlier this
week died in intensive
care on Thursday after
testing positive for the
virus. Officials said no

and international agencies
regarding containment
strategies.

Ebola was first identi-
fied in 1976 in what is now
DR Congo. The virus is
believed to have originated
in bats and spreads
through direct contact
with bodily fluids of infect-
ed individuals. It causes
severe bleeding, organ fail-
ure and has an average
fatality rate of around 50
per cent, according to the
World Health
Organization. Early symp-
toms include fever, fatigue,
muscle pain, headache and
sore throat, followed by
vomiting, diarrhoea, rash
and internal or external
bleeding. While there is no
proven cure, supportive

treatment can improve
survival chances.

Ituri province has
remained volatile in recent
years, with military rule
imposed in 2021 amid pro-
longed violence involving
armed groups, including
the Islamic State-linked
Allied Democratic Forces.

DR Congo has wit-
nessed 17 Ebola out-
breaks since the virus
was first discovered. The
country’s deadliest out-
break between 2018 and
2020 claimed nearly 2,300
lives, while another out-
break in Kasai province
last year killed 45 people.
Overall, Ebola has caused
around 15,000 deaths
across Africa over the
past five decades.
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Metro To Run Extra Trips Amid Govt's Appeal
To Citizens To Cut Private Vehicle Usage

With plans to run 24 addi-
tional train trips every
Monday, deploy extra secu-
rity personnel, expand tick-
eting facilities and strength-
en last-mile connectivity
services, the DMRC
announced a series of meas-
ures aimed at encouraging
more people to shift from
private vehicles to public
transport across Delhi-NCR.
The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) on
Sunday said it will introduce
24 additional train trips with
the deployment of six extra
trains every Monday from
May 18, while similar
arrangements may also be
made on other days depend-
ing on passenger demand.
The move comes as part of
efforts to strengthen mass
transit systems and improve
urban mobility amid grow-
ing emphasis on energy
security, environmental sus-
tainability and reduced
dependence on petroleum-
based transport.

According to the corpora-
tion, the additional services
are aimed at handling a pos-
sible increase in passenger
footfall and ensuring smooth
and uninterrupted opera-
tions during peak travel
periods. It said passenger
demand will be monitored
closely and further steps will
be taken whenever required.
To manage higher com-

Business

muter volumes, the DMRC
will also deploy additional
security personnel, open
extra ticket counters, acti-
vate spare door frame metal
detectors and baggage scan-
ners, and take steps to
reduce waiting time at frisk-
ing points, it stated.

Highlighting the metro net-
work's role in integrated
transport connectivity, the
corporation said several
metro stations are linked
with railway stations, inter-
state bus terminals, airport

terminals, Namo Bharat
Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS), Noida

Metro and Rapid Metro

Gurugram.

The connectivity network
enables commuters to move
conveniently between multi-
ple transport systems and
reduces reliance on private
vehicles, it added.

The DMRC also underlined
the metro network's accessi-
bility to major commercial
centres, government offices,
educational institutions,
corporate hubs and tourist
destinations across Delhi-
NCR.

It said areas such as
Connaught Place, Chandni
Chowk, Cyber City, Hauz
Khas, Nehru Place and key
university campuses are

directly connected through
the metro network, making
daily commuting easier for
office-goers, students and
tourists.

On last-mile connectivity,
the DMRC said around 1
lakh passengers use services
such as e-autos, e-rickshaws,
bike taxis, cab aggregators
and bicycle rentals daily
across 160 metro stations,
according to the DMRC.
The DMRC 'Saarthi App'
offers integrated journey
planning and allows com-
muters to book metro tickets
and last-mile transport serv-
ices through a single plat-
form, it added. The corpora-

tion also said that hydrogen-
powered bus services have
recently been introduced in
the Central Vista area with
support from Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd. to improve
last-mile connectivity
between metro stations and
government offices.

In addition, around 1,500
Devi buses operated by the
Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) are cur-
rently providing feeder serv-
ices at 52 metro stations,
with more buses expected to
be added gradually, it men-
tioned. The DMRC further
said parking facilities are
available at 126 metro sta-
tions across Delhi-NCR
under its "park and ride" ini-
tiative to encourage com-
muters to combine personal
and public transport.

The metro network has also
expanded digital ticketing
systems, including QR code-
based tickets, National
Common Mobility Cards
(NCMC), WhatsApp ticket-
ing and integration with
platforms such as Paytm,
PhonePe, Amazon and
IRCTC, as per the corpora-
tion. The DMRC added the
measures are part of its
broader commitment
towards promoting sustain-
able and environmentally
responsible urban transport
solutions in the national cap-
ital region.

British insurance giant
Prudential Plc will
acquire three-fourth
stake in the India-head-
quartered Bharti Life
Insurance, according to a
release issued on Sunday.
Prudential "has agreed to
buy 75% stake", Bharti
Enterprises said, in the
statement issued on the
acquisition deal related to
its insurance arm. The
initial transaction is val-
ued at Rs 3,500 crore, with
a potential additional
payout of Rs 700 crore,
Prudential said in a sepa-
rate release. The deal
marks an entry of
Prudential as controlling
shareholder in Bharti
Life Insurance. The trans-
action, however, is sub-

ject to regulatory
approvals and other cus-
tomary conditions.

Through this acquisition,
Prudential is expected to
leverage Bharti Life plat-
form to expand life and
health insurance offer-
ings in India amid rising
demand and digital adop-
tion. Sunil Bharti Mittal,
Founder and Chairman,
Bharti Enterprises, said,
"We are delighted to wel-
come Prudential Plc as
the controlling sharehold-
er of Bharti Life, further
accelerating its growth
trajectory. Prudential's
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Prudential To Acquire 75% Stake In
Bharti Life Insurance, Transaction
Valued At Up To Rs 4,200 Crore

experience and global
scale, combined with
Bharti's strong track
record, create a formida-
ble alliance to tap into the
immense potential of
India's life insurance sec-
tor. This partnership
opens new opportunities
for Bharti Life's employ-
ees and further reinforces
the strategic relationship
between India and the
United Kingdom." This
transaction comes with
India's life insurance sec-
tor undergoing rapid
transformation, driven
by digital adoption,
increasing awareness,
and rising demand for
financial protection solu-
tions. The market contin-

ues to present strong
structural growth oppor-
tunities, supported by
favorable demographics
and relatively low life
insurance penetration,
indicating significant
unmet demand. “India is
a strategically important
and exciting market for
Prudential. By acquiring
a controlling stake in
Bharti Life, we are bring-
ing together Prudential's
nearly 180 years of global
insurance expertise and
Bharti's strong and grow-
ing local presence to
serve the savings and pro-
tection needs of Indian
consumers," Anil
Wadhwani, Prudential
Plc's CEO, said.

SBI Is Turning Some Branch Staff Into
Salespeople. CS Setty Explains Why

State Bank of India said it is
redeploying branch staff into
sales and upselling roles as
more banking transactions
move to digital channels, sig-
nalling how customer behav-
iour is changing across the
country's largest lender. "A
large number of transactions
have moved to alternate
channels. We are redeploy-
ing some of the workforce
into sales and training our
workforce in the branches
for upselling," Chairman CS
Setty said during the bank's
post-results earnings call
earlier this month. The com-
ments underscores how digi-
tal banking is changing the
role of physical branches in
India. SBI said more cus-
tomers are opening accounts
online, using mobile bank-
ing platforms and buying
multiple financial products
through the bank's ecosys-
tem instead of visiting
branches for routine transac-
tions. The lender said 66% of
new savings accounts in
FY26 originated through
Yono, SBI's digital banking
platform. The bank added
that Yono crossed four crore
registrations within three
months of the launch of its

INDIA BECOMES LARGEST MARKET
FOR KITKAT GLOBALLY FOR NESTLE

New Delhi:

India has
emerged as the largest
market globally for KitKat,

new version, taking its total
user base to around 10 crore
customers. Changing
Branch Roles SBI said the
shift to digital banking is
allowing it to redeploy
employees towards customer
acquisition and cross-selling
financial products. Setty said
customers now use more
services from the bank
beyond deposits and loans.
"There are customers who
tell me that they take about
eight to 10 different products
from SBIL," he said during the
interaction. He added that
the bank currently sees
around three products per

customer on average and
wants to raise that number
to five over time. SBI execu-
tives said the bank is also
tracking customer engage-
ment at district and branch
levels as it looks to expand
market share and increase
product penetration. The
bank said transaction bank-
ing products, current
accounts, mutual funds,
insurance and lending prod-
ucts are becoming part of a
wider relationship-driven
model. Digital Shift Setty
said SBI is focusing on sim-
plifying operations and
improving customer jour-

neys as banking activity
increasingly shifts online.
"We are simplifying the bank
at scale through Project
Saral," he said in his opening
remarks, referring to the
lender's process re-engineer-
ing initiative. He said the ini-
tiative aims to "simplify the
customer journey and
release capacity within the
system to focus more on rela-
tionship building and busi-
ness growth." SBI said it con-
tinues to expand digital
adoption while reshaping
how its branch network
operates as customer expec-

the iconic chocolate-coated
wafer bar of Swiss food and
confectionery major
Nestlé, driven by strong
consumer penetration,
product innovation and
aggressive marketing
investments, according to
the company. India, which
had been the second-
largest market for the
brand over the last 2-3
years, has now become its
biggest market globally,
underscoring India’s grow-
ing importance for the
iconic chocolate wafer
brand sold in over 85 coun-
tries. “India is now the
largest market for KitKat
globally, and the brand has
accelerated its market
share growth over the last
few years,” Nestlé India
Chairman and Managing
Director Manish Tiwary
said during a recent media
interaction. KitKat has
now become the second
brand in Nestlé’s portfolio,
after Maggi, to emerge as
the largest market globally.
A decade ago, India was at
number 10 globally for

KitKat. As part of Nestlé
India’s confectionery port-
folio, KitKat contributed to
strong momentum in FY26,
with the confectionery
product group delivering
high double-digit growth in
both value and volume,
backed by robust underly-
ing transaction growth
across its key brands, he
added. According to
reports, Japan, Brazil, and
Europe are among the
other leading markets for
KitKat. Nestlé India
Director  Confectionery
and Cereals Jagatheesan
Gopichandar said KitKat’s
performance was driven by
“strong increase in core
penetration and also entry
into new consumer

demand spaces” with inno-
vations across mainstream
and premium segments.
“We entered into gifting
with KitKat Celebreak and
nibbling with KitKat pops.
We accelerated the premi-
um portfolio with the
launch of KITKAT Delights
range with variants includ-
ing Salted Caramel and
Hazelnut, alongside main-
stream innovations such as
KITKAT DUO and KitKat
Lemon and Lime,” he said.
To further deepen con-
sumer engagement, Nestlé
India has significantly
increased advertising
spends and rolled out part-
nerships and campaigns
aimed at strengthening
brand relevance. The com-

pany also said investments

in its visicooler pro-
gramme (commercial
glass-door refrigerator

designed to store and dis-
play) have helped acceler-
ate growth across urban
and rural markets while
supporting the rollout of
new product innovations.
Nestlé India, in its annual
report for FY25, had said it
had 3,950 million fingers of
KitKat after doubling its
market share and becom-
ing the fastest-growing
brand within the chocolate
category in the country.
While Maggi’s business in
India is also the largest
market worldwide, where
it sold 5+ billion serves.
KitKat was created in the
1930s by the British confec-
tionery company
Rowntree’s. It came under
Nestlé’s fold after the Swiss
multinational acquired
Rowntree’s in 1988.
However, in the US, KitKat
is manufactured under
licence by the Hershey
Company. KitKat has now
become the second brand
in Nestlé's portfolio, after
Maggi, to emerge as the
largest market globally.

tations change.

HYBRID MUTUAL FUNDS ATTRACT
RS 1.55 LAKH CRORE IN FY26 ON
DIVERSIFIED INVESTMENT APPEAL

Hybrid mutual fund schemes
attracted inflows of Rs 1.55
lakh crore in 2025-26, a 29%
increase over the preceding
fiscal year, as investors
increasingly turned to diver-
sified investment strategies
amid volatile market condi-
tions. The category wit-
nessed strong traction
despite heightened geopoliti-
cal tensions, including the
conflict in West Asia, as
investors sought balanced
investment solutions that
could cushion market volatil-
ity. "Hybrid funds saw strong
traction in FY26 as investors
looked for balanced invest-
ment solutions during
volatile times. Multi asset
allocation funds, in particu-
lar, gained popularity due to
their ability to deliver rela-
tively stable performance
across market cycles,"
Radhika Gupta, MD and CEO
of Edelweiss Mutual Fund,
told PTI. According to data
from the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI), the number of
hybrid fund folios rose to 1.9

crore in March 2026 from 1.56
crore a year earlier, adding
34 lakh investor accounts.
Assets under management
(AUM) of hybrid schemes
increased to Rs 10.35 lakh
crore in March 2026 from Rs
8.83 lakh crore in March 2025,
registering a growth of 17 per
cent. "The growth in AUM
reflects rising investor pref-
erence for diversified portfo-
lios and asset allocation-led
investing. Hybrid funds have
increasingly become a core
allocation for investors seek-
ing participation in equities
with relatively moderated
risk," Gupta said. Equity
markets remained volatile

during FY26 due to global
uncertainties, including tar-
iff concerns under US
President Donald Trump, the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and rising geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.
During the same period, gold
outperformed equities in the
short-term, benefiting hybrid
categories that maintained
exposure to the precious
metal. "As a result, many
hybrid funds were able to
deliver relatively stable and
higher near-term risk-adjust-
ed performance compared to
pure equity funds, which cre-
ated recent bias in investors
across this category.

Why Al companies want you to be afraid of them

Stop me if you've heard this one before:
atech company says it's built a new Al
thats so powerful it's scary.
Apparently, it's too dangerous to
release into the world — the conse-
quences would be catastrophic.
Luckily for us, they are keeping it
locked up for now. They just wanted
you to know. That's exactly what Al
company Anthropic is telling us about
its latest model, Claude Mythos. The
company says Mythos' ability to find
cybersecurity bugs far surpasses
human experts, and it could have
world-altering consequences if similar
technology lands in the wrong hands.
"The fallout — for economies, public
safety and national security — could be
severe," Anthropic said in an early
April blog post. Some breathless
observers warned that Mythos will
soon force you to replace every piece of
technology in your life, down to your
WiFi-enabled microwave, to protect
from the digital madness. Some securi-
ty experts doubt these claims, but let's
set that aside. This isnt new.
Executives atleading Al providers reg-
ularly issue warnings about how their
industry's products may destroy
humanity. Why do AI companies want
us to be afraid of them? It's a strange
way for any company to talk about its
own work. You don't hear McDonald's
announcing that it's created a burger
so terrifyingly delicious that it would

be unethical to grill it for the public.
Here's one theory. According to critics,
it benefits AI companies to keep you
fixated on apocalypse because it dis-
tracts from the very real damage
they're already doing to the world.
Tech leaders say they're just warning
us about an inevitable future, and safe-
ty is a top priority whether it's now or
later. But others argue what we're
actually seeing is fear mongering,
which exaggerates the potential of the
technology and serves to boost stock
prices. And it encourages a narrative
that regulators must stand aside,
because these Al companies are the
only ones who can stop the bad guys
and build this technology responsibly.
"If you portray these technologies as

somehow almost supernatural in their
danger, it makes us feel like we are
powerless, like we are outmatched,"
says Shannon Vallor, a professor of
the ethics of data and artificial intelli-
gence at the University of Edinburgh
in the UK. "As if the only people we
could possibly look to would be the
companies themselves." Somebody
stop me An Anthropic spokesperson
told me the company has been clear
about these issues. They shared blog
posts from other organisations sup-
porting Mythos' cyber capabilities, but
said nothing to address the points in
this article, aside from one comment
I1l include below. This isn't the first
time Anthropic chief Dario Amodei
has worked on a tool that's been

declared too dangerous for the public
by the company he worked for. In 2019,
when Amodei was an executive at
OpenAl, the company announced
GPT-2. He and other company leaders
said they just couldn't release GPT-2
because of "concerns about malicious
applications of the technology". This
was a tool far less sophisticated than
ChatGPT. And months later, they
released it anyway. (OpenAlI CEO
Sam Altman published a blog post
which says the company embraces
uncertainty, acknowledging that fears
about GPT-2 were "misplaced".)
Altman criticised Anthropic's "fear-
based marketing" in a recent podcast
interview. But his own "T've created a
monster" playbook goes back years.
"Al will probably most likely lead to
the end of the world, but in the mean-
time, there'll be great companies,"
Altman said in 2015. Years later,
Altman claimed he loses sleep won-
dering if he's "done something really
bad by launching ChatGPT". If only
someone warned him. Hundreds of
tech leaders including Altman,
Amodei, Bill Gates and Demis
Hassabis, chief executive of Google
DeepMind, endorsed a short state-
ment in 2023 that said: "Mitigating the
risk of extinction from AI should be a
global priority alongside other socie-
tal-scale risks such as pandemics and
nuclear war."
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IRAN EYES A NEW SOURCE OF POWER
DEEP BENEATH THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Emboldened by its successful
wartime blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz, Iran is
turning to one of the hidden
arteries in the global econo-
my: subsea cables beneath
the waterway that carry vast
internet and financial traffic
between Europe, Asia and
the Persian Gulf. The Islamic
Republic wants to charge the
world’s largest tech compa-
nies for using the subsea
internet cables laid under
the Strait of Hormuz, and
state-linked media outlets
have vaguely threatened that
traffic could be disrupted if
firms don’t pay. Lawmakers
in Tehran discussed a plan
last week which could target
submarine cables linking
Arab countries to Europe
and Asia. “We will impose
fees on internet cables,”
Iranian military spokesper-
son Ebrahim Zolfaghari
declared on X last week.
Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards-linked media said
Tehran’s plan to extract rev-
enue from the strait would
require companies like

Google, Microsoft, Meta, and
Amazon to comply with
Iranian law while submarine
cable companies would be
required to pay licensing fees
for cable passage, with repair
and maintenance rights
given exclusively to Iranian
firms. It’s also unclear how
the regime could force tech
giants to comply, as they are
barred from making pay-
ments to Iran due to strict US

sanctions; as a result, the
companies themselves may
view Iran’s statements as
posturing rather than seri-
ous policy. Still, state-affiliat-
ed media outlets have issued
veiled threats warning of
damage to cables that could
impact some of the trillions
of dollars in global data
transmission and affect
worldwide internet connec-
tivity. As fears grow that the

World

war could resume following
US President Donald
Trump’s return from China,
Iran is increasingly signal-
ing that it has powerful tools
at its disposal beyond mili-
tary force. The move under-
scores the significance of the
Strait of Hormuz beyond
energy exports, as Tehran
seeks to turn its geographic
leverage into long-term eco-
nomic and strategic power.

Subsea cables form the back-
bone of global connectivity,
carrying the vast majority of
the world’s internet and data
traffic. Targeting them
would affect far more than
internet speeds, threatening
everything from banking
systems, military communi-
cations and AI cloud infra-
structure to remote work,
online gaming and stream-
ing services. Iran’s threats
are part of a strategy to
demonstrate its leverage
over the Strait of Hormuz
and ensure the survival of
the regime, a core objective

for the Islamic Republic in

this war, said Dina
Esfandiary, Middle East lead
at Bloomberg Economics. “It
aims to impose such a hefty
cost on the global economy
that no-one will dare attack
Iran again,” she said.
‘Cascading digital catastro-
phe’ Several major intercon-
tinental subsea cables pass
through the Strait of
Hormuz. Because of long-
standing security risks with
Iran, international operators

have deliberately avoided
Iranian waters, instead clus-
tering the majority of the
cables in a narrow band
along the Omani side of the
waterway, said Mostafa
Ahmed, a senior researcher
at the United Arab Emirates-
based Habtoor Research
Center, who published a
paper on the effects of a large-
scale attack on submarine
communications infrastruc-
ture in the Gulf. However,
two of those cables, Falcon
and Gulf Bridge
International (GBI), run
through Iranian territorial
waters, said Alan Mauldin,
research director at
TeleGeography, a telecom
research firm. Iran has not
explicitly said it will sabotage
the cables, but it has repeat-
edly declared through offi-
cials, lawmakers and state-
linked media of its intent to
punish Washington’s allies
in the region. It appears to
be the latest asymmetric
warfare technique devised
by the regime to attack its
neighbors.
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HOW WORRYING IS THE
EBOLA OUTBREAK *
IN DR CONGO?

The outbreak of Ebola in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo is concerning. It has
been spreading for weeks
undetected in a part of the
world where civil war
makes getting on top of the
virus difficult, and the
species of Ebola involved is
rare, so there are fewer
tools to stop a virus that
kills between a third and
half of people infected. This
is a critical moment in an
outbreak where there is
uncertainty about how far
it has spread, but there are
already almost 250 suspect-
ed cases and 80 deaths. Most
Ebola outbreaks tend to be
small, but specialists are
haunted by the 2014-16 out-

break. Then, 28,600 people
in West Africa were infect-
ed in the largest ever out-
break of the disease. The
declaration of a public
health emergency of inter-
national concern by the
World Health Organization
(WHO) does not mean we
are in the early stages of a
Covid-style pandemic. The
risk Ebola poses to the
whole world remains tiny.
Even in the 2014-16 out-
break, there were only
three cases in the UK and all
were healthcare workers
who had volunteered to
help. "But it does reflect that
the situation is complex
enough to require interna-
tional coordination.

TAIWAN INSISTS IT IS
INDEPENDENT AFTER
TRUMP WARNING

Taiwan has insisted it is a
sovereign, independent
nation, after US President
Donald Trump cautioned it
against formally declaring
independence from China.
Trump's remarks came after
a two-day summit in Beijing,
after which he said he had
"made no commitment either
way" about the self-govern-
ing island - which China
claims as part of its territory
and has not ruled out taking
by force. After talks with
Chinese  President Xi
Jinping, Trump also said he
would soon decide whether
to approve an $11bn ($8bn)
package of weapons to be sold
to Taiwan. The US adminis-
tration is bound by law to
provide Taiwan with a
means of self-defence, but has
frequently had to square this
alliance with maintaining a
diplomatic relationship with
China. Taiwanese President
Lai Ching-te has previously
stated that Taiwan does not
need to declare formal inde-
pendence because it already
sees itself as a sovereign
nation. On Saturday, presi-
dential spokesperson Karen
Kuo said it was "self-evident"
that Taiwan was "a sover-
eign, independent democrat-
ic country". She added, how-
ever, that Taiwan was com-

mitted to maintaining the
status quo with China - in
which Taiwan neither
declares independence from
China nor unites with it.
Many Taiwanese consider
themselves to be part of a sep-
arate nation, though most are
in favour of maintaining
their current status.
Washington's  established
position is that it does not
support Taiwanese inde-
pendence, with continued
ties with Beijing being con-
tingent on its acceptance that
there is only one Chinese gov-
ernment. In an interview
with Fox News after meet-
ings with President Xi,
Trump reiterated that US pol-
icy on Taiwan had not
changed, while making it
clear he did not seek conflict
with Beijing. "I'm not looking
to have somebody go inde-
pendent,” he said. "You
know, we're supposed to
travel 9,500 miles (15,289km)
to fight a war. I'm not looking
for that. I want them to cool
down. I want China to cool
down." On the flight back to
Washington, the US presi-
dent had told reporters that
he and Xi had spoken "a lot"
about the island, but said he
had declined to discuss
whether the US would
defend it.

Man drives car into pedestrians
in Italy, injuring eight

A man drove his car into
pedestrians in the north-
ern Italian city of Modena
on Saturday, injuring
eight people, four serious-
ly, officials said. They
included a woman who
had to have both her legs
amputated. After the car
came to a halt against a
shop window, the driver
emerged holding a knife
and injured a passer-by
who gave chase, before the
suspect was overpowered.
The suspect, 31, has been

identified by officials as
an Italian national of
Moroccan origin. Italy's
Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, who cancelled a
planned trip to Cyprus
and described the incident
as "extremely serious",
visited the injured in hos-
pital with President
Sergio Mattarella on
Sunday. She also met Luca
Signorelli, the passer-by
who intervened, and
thanked him for his
actions.

WHO DECLARES EBOLA OUTBREAK IN DR
CONGO AN INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY

The World
Organization (WHO) has
declared an Ebola outbreak
in the Democratic Republic
of Congo a public health
emergency of international
concern. The agency said
the outbreak in DR Congo's
eastern Ituri province,
which has seen around 246
suspected cases and 80
deaths reported, does not
meet the criteria of a pan-
demic emergency. But it
warned it could potentially
be "a much larger outbreak"
than what is currently being
detected and reported, with
significant risk of local and
regional spread. The cur-
rent strain of Ebola is
caused by the Bundibugyo
virus, the health agency
said, for which there are no
approved drugs or vaccines.
Early symptoms include
fever, muscle pain, fatigue,

Health

headache and sore throat,
and are followed by vomit-
ing, diarrhoea, a rash and
bleeding. The WHO said
there are now eight labora-
tory-confirmed cases of the
virus, with other suspected
cases and deaths across
three health zones including
Bunia the capital of Ituri
province, and the gold-min-
ing towns of Mongwalu and
Rwampara. One case of the
virus has been confirmed in

the capital  Kinshasa,
believed to be in a patient
returning from Ituri. The
WHO said that the virus has
spread beyond DR Congo,
with two confirmed cases
reported in neighbouring
Uganda. Ugandan officials
said a 59-year-old man who
died on Thursday had tested
positive. In a statement, the
Ugandan government said
the patient who died was a
Congolese citizen whose

body has already been
returned to DR Congo. A
laboratory has also con-
firmed an Ebola case in the
eastern city of Goma, cur-
rently controlled by the M23
rebels, the AFP news agency
reported on Sunday. The
WHO said the ongoing secu-
rity situation and humani-
tarian crisis in DR Congo,
combined with high popula-
tion mobility, the urban
location of the hotspot, and
the large number of infor-
mal healthcare facilities in
the region increased the
risk of spread. Countries
bordering the DR Congo are
considered high risk due to
trade and travel. The WHO
advised that DR Congo and
Uganda establish emer-
gency operation centres to
monitor, trace, and imple-
ment infection-prevention
measures.

Trump-backed challenger defeats Republican
senator who voted to convict president

A Trump-backed challenger
has defeated a two-term
Republican senator who voted
to convict the president at his
2021 impeachment trial.
Congresswoman Julia Letlow
will advance to a runoff next
month, ousting incumbent
Bill Cassidy, who President
Donald Trump branded a "dis-
loyal disaster" ahead of
Louisiana's high-stakes con-
test on Saturday. State treas-
urer John Fleming, another

Trump-aligned candidate,
also advanced to the
Republican runoff  for

Louisiana's Senate seat. The
top two candidates, Letlow
and Fleming, will face off
again in late June as neither
won a simple majority. The
candidate who wins the runoff

will then run against a
Democratic candidate in the
general election. Cassidy, 68,
was one of seven Senate
Republicans who voted to con-
vict Trump when the presi-
dent was impeached after the
6 January attack on the
Capitol in 2021. Trump was
acquitted after the Senate

voted 5743, short of the two-
thirds majority required. Of
the seven Republicans who
voted to convict him, only
three still serve in the Senate:
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska,
who survived a primary chal-
lenge in 2022; Susan Collins of
Maine; and Bill Cassidy.
During his re-election cam-

paign, the Louisiana senator
sought to repair his strained
relationship with Trump. "I
don't really think President
Trump likes me that much,
but we work really well togeth-
er," Cassidy told reporters last
week, pointing to several bills
he sponsored that were later
signed into law by the presi-
dent. But Trump had made it
clear he wanted Cassidy gone,
and in January encouraged
Letlow, 45, to challenge the
senator. "I want to say thank
you to a very special man - the
best president this country has
ever had, President Donald
Trump," Letlow said in a
speech after the late evening
results. In his election night
remarks, Cassidy did not men-
tion Trump by name.

Large-scale Ukrainian drone attack kills three in Moscow region, says Russia |

Whale found dead near
Danish island after German
rescue operation

A humpback whale res-
cued after beaching itself
in Germany has been
found dead near a Danish
island. The whale was
first spotted stuck on a
sandbank on 23 March,
off the island of Poel on
Germany's Baltic coast. It
swam free in early May
after a water-filled barge
carried it into the North
Sea. The operation was
privately funded by two

German entrepreneurs
and spurred intense pub-
lic debate, with critics
suggesting it would only
cause the animal distress.
A whale carcass was
reportedly spotted on
Thursday off the Danish
island of Anholt, located
between Denmark and
Sweden. Authorities
were not immediately
able to confirm it was the
same whale.

CANADIAN FROM HAN-
TAVIRUS-HIT CRUISE
SHIP TESTS POSITIVE

A Canadian who sailed on
the cruise ship MV
Hondius which was hit by
a hantavirus outbreak in
April has tested positive
for the disease, officials in
the province of British
Columbia say. The individ-
ual, one of four people iso-
lating on Vancouver Island
after leaving the ship, had
developed mild symptoms.
The province's senior
health officer said the four
had not had any contact
with the public since arriv-
ing in Canada. The case
brings the total number of
infections to 11, all among
cruise passengers. Three
people who travelled on the
ship have died, with two
confirmed to have had the
virus. British Columbia
health officer Bonnie
Henry said the person's test
came back as a presump-
tive positive on Friday,
meaning that it still
remains to be confirmed by
a national microbiology
lab. "Clearly, this is not
what we hoped for, but it is
what we planned for," she
said, quoted by national
broadcaster CBC. "I want
to emphasise that han-
tavirus is a very different
virus than the other respi-
ratory viruses that we've
been dealing with - like

Covid, like influenza, like
measles - and it remains
one that we do not consider
to have pandemic poten-
tial," Dr Henry added. Of
the six Canadians who
were on the Dutch ship,
two are self-isolating at
their home in Ontario. Two
more couples are isolating
on Vancouver Island, one
from British Columbia and
the other from Yukon. The
person who tested positive
is from Yukon. None of the
other five have tested posi-
tive so far. The cruise ship,
which set sail from
Argentina on 1 April,
docked in Tenerife, in
Spain's Canary Islands,
less than a week ago, allow-
ing its passengers to leave
and go into isolation. The
ship is due to arrive in
Rotterdam in the
Netherlands on Monday,
and remaining staff on
board will disembark, its
owner Oceanwide
Expeditions said, adding
that there were currently
no symptomatic individu-
als on board. The WHO
has recommended 42 days
of isolation for each per-
son. The Canadians were
initially required to iso-
late for 21 days but Dr
Henry said that timeline
could now be adjusted.




IPL 2026: RCB BEATS PUNJAB
KINGS BY 23 RUNS

HYDERABAD
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026

11

@ info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Ronda Rousey Defeats Gina Carano
By Submission In Netflix Main Event

Ronda Rousey needed just 17
seconds to end the most antic-
ipated women's MMA fight in
years. The former UFC cham-
pion submitted Gina Carano
with her signature armbar in
the first round of the Netflix
main event at the Intuit Dome
in Inglewood, California, in
what became an instant viral
moment and a perfect story-
book ending to her career.
After the fight, Rousey con-
firmed her retirement from
MMA for the second time.
"There's no way I could've
ended it better than this," she
said. "I want to have some
more babies, and I've got to get
cooking." What Happened in
the Fight From the opening
bell, Rousey was vintage. She
rushed Carano immediately,
scored a takedown inside six
seconds, advanced to mount,
and rained down ground and
pound before locking in the
armbar at the 17-second
mark. Carano briefly threat-
ened with a guillotine choke
but released it, and once
Rousey advanced to mount,
the fight was over almost
instantly. Carano reflected on
the finish with grace. "I want-
ed that to last longer," she

said. "I felt so good. I've never
felt that good, but I haven't
been here for 17 years. Getting
in the cage was a victory.
Fighting a legend was a victo-
ry." She did not rule out fight-
ing again. The Historical
Weight of the Night Carano
lost 100 pounds over 20
months to make the 145
pound featherweight limit for
the fight, a remarkable physi-
cal undertaking for a 44-year-
old who had not competed
since losing to Cris Cyborg in
2009. The fight marked a rare
collision between two women
who transformed the sport in
entirely  different eras.
Rousey changed MMA forev-
er during her UFC title run,
making six consecutive title

defences before losses to Holly
Holm in 2015 and Amanda
Nunes in 2016 ended her
championship reign. Carano
had pioneered the sport years
before Rousey arrived, com-
peting in the first nationally
televised women's MMA fight
in 2007. What Comes Next
Rousey has confirmed her
retirement, closing the chap-
ter definitively this time. For
MVP and Netflix, the momen-
tum from Saturday night is
enormous. Francis Ngannou
knocked out Philipe Lins on
the same card and immediate-
ly called out Jon Jones, who
was in attendance. Mike
Perry defeated Nate Diaz via
doctor’s stoppage in a savage
co-main event.

Emmanuel Acho Tells Stefon Diggs He's 'Messing With
The Wrong Woman' After Public Spat With Cardi B

Cardi B addressed a viral
video appearing to show her
arguing publicly with Stefon
Diggs after the clip went
viral online. The rapper later
reacted on social media with
a blunt message that quickly
pulled even more attention
towards the couple's relation-
ship. It all became a bigger
talking point after former
NFL linebacker Emmanuel
Acho weighed in during an
episode of Speakeasy, where
he questioned whether pub-
lic celebrity relationships
can realistically stay private
once both people become
globally recognisable fig-
ures. The discussion began
after Cardi reacted directly
to the viral footage. The rap-
per joked about the situation
while acknowledging how
public the argument had

become. “Sometimes I forget
I'm a celebrity, damn y'all
ain't never cuss your baby
dad out when you hungry?”
Cardi B wrote on social

media. Emmanuel Acho
questions public celebrity
relationships Rather than
focusing only on the viral
clip itself, Acho used the
moment to discuss the pres-

sure that comes with dating
while constantly being
watched online. “So, here's
why I don't have grace with
Stefon Diggs,” Acho said. “If
you are messing with
women who have the ability
to forget they're a celebrity,
youre messing with the
wrong woman.” Acho
explained that celebrities

often lose the ability to han-
dle disagreements privately
once they reach a certain
level of fame. According to
him, even ordinary argu-
ments can instantly become
public entertainment.
“Because in my lower level
of celebrity, I've had conver-
sations with men and
women alike to be like,
‘Look, I don't have the luxury
of arguing in public,” he
noted. “We don't have that
luxury. So, if you've got beef
with me, we're going to have
to argue in private. We don't
have the luxury of arguing at
a restaurant. We don't have
the luxury of arguing at an
airport, we don't have that.”
Emmanuel Acho warns
Stefon Diggs after recent con-
troversies As the conversa-
tion continued.

Megan Thee Stallion Reveals How She's Spending Her
Downtime With 'Sons' After Klay Thompson Breakup

For weeks, fans had been
wondering why Megan Thee
Stallion suddenly disap-
peared from social media fol-
lowing her abrupt exit from
Moulin Rouge! on Broadway
and the intense attention
surrounding her breakup
from NBA champion Klay
Thompson. The rapper had
stayed unusually quiet after
accusing the NBA star of
cheating, leaving fans specu-
lating about how she was
handling the breakup away
from the spotlight. On
Friday, Megan finally
returned online with a far
calmer and more personal
update that immediately
drew attention across music
and entertainment circles.
Instead of addressing the
relationship drama, Megan
shifted the focus towards

healing, nostalgia and the
simple routines helping her
reset emotionally. Speaking
to her millions of Instagram
followers from home, the
Grammy winner revealed
she had reunited with her
pets and was embracing
downtime after the emotion-
al chaos surrounding
Broadway, celebrity head-

lines and constant public
scrutiny. Megan Thee
Stallion turns to anime after
Klay Thompson breakup
Longtime fans already know
Megan's connection to
anime runs deep, but this
time the conversation car-
ried a more emotional tone.
While relaxing at home with
her pets, the rapper

explained that revisiting
familiar shows had become
part of her recovery process
after an exhausting few
weeks. “What's up y'all? It's
your girl Megan Thee
Stallion AKA the Hot Girl
coach,” the rapper told fol-
lowers before jokingly intro-
ducing her pets as her
“sons.” “So finally, after
Broadway, I am home and I
am ready to have some me
time,” she shared while dis-
cussing the one question
fans kept asking her outside
theatres during her
Broadway run: what she is
currently watching. Megan
admitted she was craving
comfort and familiarity. Her
latest watchlist includes
anime series she has loved
for years, including Black
Clover and Inuyasha.

Luka Doncic’s Injury Recovery Becomes
Lakers’ Top Priority After Playoff Collapse
And Gruelling NBA Season

The sting of another unfin-
ished postseason run has
pushed the Los Angeles
Lakers into early offseason
mode far sooner than anyone
inside the organisation
expected. With pressure
already building around ros-
ter upgrades, title ambitions
and the long-term direction
of the franchise, one of the
biggest priorities has become
making sure Luka Doncic
enters next season fully fit.
Before leaving the United
States this weekend, the
Slovenian star reportedly sat
down with Lakers executives
and performance staff to map
out the months ahead. After
those discussions in Los
Angeles, Doncic is now set to
return to Ljubljana on
Sunday, according to Martin

Pavcnik of SportKlub. The
focus of the meetings report-
edly centred on rehabilita-
tion plans, offseason condi-
tioning and the kind of roster
support the Lakers hope to
build around him after
another campaign disrupted
by injuries and playoff frus-
tration. Luka Doncic injury
recovery becomes central

Lakers offseason storyline
The Lakers are treating
Doncic's health as one of the
defining NBA storylines of
their summer. The 27-year-
old has not appeared since
April 2 after suffering a
Grade 2 hamstring strain
that ended up sidelining
him longer than initially
anticipated.

Kelsey Mitchell’s Net Worth: Inside the WNBA star’s
salary, career, family life and growing success

Kelsey Mitchell has become one of the
WNBA's most consistent scoring stars
through years of hard work, elite performanc-
es, and growing popularity in the women's
game. Mitchell's reputation and bank account
have steadily grown since her record-setting
college career at Ohio State and as a key play-
er for the Indiana Fever. She earns from
WNBA contracts, endorsement deals, and
playing basketball overseas, and is considered
one of the modern standouts of the league.

However, Mitchell's story is also about family,
perseverance, and personal growth, away
from basketball. Raised in a sports household,
she often gives credit to her family's support in
helping her carve out her path on and off the
court. Her success on the court has also helped
her build a growing financial and commercial
profile over the years. How Kelsey Mitchell
turned her basketball success into growing

financial power?

Kelsey Mitchell has a nice financial portfolio
built from her WNBA career, endorsement
deals, and off-season basketball opportunities.
She is believed to have a net worth in the
multi-million dollar range. However, the exact
figure varies across reports, with years of pro-

fessional success and rising WNBA salaries.
Mitchell's income soared after she signed a his-
toric one-year, $1.4 million supermax deal
with the Indiana Fever for the 2026 season,
making her one of the highest-paid players in
the league. She made roughly $249,244 in the
2025 season on her old Fever deal before the
new WNBA salary structure.

In addition to her WNBA salary, Mitchell has

also earned money playing basketball over-

seas and through sponsorships. She also did
that by participating in alternative women's
basketball ventures like Project B and
Unrivalled. Her rising popularity and All-Star
status only enhance her earning potential on
and off the court.

Bruno Fernandes Ties Premier League Assist
Record With 20th Of Season For Manchester United

Bruno Fernandes has tied the
record for most assists in a
single Premier League cam-
paign. By setting up Bryan
Mbeumo for United's third
goal against Nottingham
Forest on Sunday, Fernandes
moved onto 20 assists —
equal with the record held
jointly by Thierry Henry
(2002-03) and Kevin De
Bruyne (2019-20). United has
one game left in the league
this season, at Brighton next
weekend. Bruno Fernandes
equalled the Premier League
record for assists in a season
as Manchester United won an
entertaining five-goal
encounter with Nottingham
Forest. Fernandes' cross from
the right was turned home by

Bryan Mbeumo to make it 3-1,
taking the United skipper
level with Thierry Henry and
Kevin de Bruyne on 20 assists
- with one game of the season
remaining. On a day when
Casemiro received a standing
ovation on his Old Trafford
farewell nine minutes from
time, United got the result
they needed to secure third
place under Michael Carrick,
who is still to be officially
confirmed as permanent
boss. Fernandes' achieve-
ment at least took some of the
headlines away from yet
another contentious VAR
incident. Forest had only just
cancelled out Luke Shaw's
fifth-minute opener, through
Morato's header, when Diogo

Dalot crossed for Mbeumo.

time but the visitors were

The Cameroon forward
appeared to control the ball
between his upper arm and
his side before having his
shot deflected into the path of
Matheus Cunha, who applied
the first-time finish. Referee
Michael Salisbury gave the
goal but, rather than rule it
out as expected after being
sent to the screen by VAR
Matthew Donohue, after
numerous checks and to a
cacophony of boos from both
sets of fans over the time
taken to reach a decision - he
confirmed his initial deci-
sion, as the ball had deflected
off Mbeumo's hip. Morgan
Gibbs-White scored a second
for Forest 12 minutes from

unable to force an equaliser.
With Carrick's status yet to
be confirmed, it was a day to
remember in other aspects.
Cunha almost laughed at
Shaw's impromptu reaction
at scoring. It was hardly a
surprise. The left-back's last
Premier League goal came
against Bournemouth in
January 2023. It was only his
fifth in all competitions for
United. Fernandes had
already had two games to get
his 20th assist. When
Mbeumo blazed over after
being sent through by the
Portugal midfielder,
Fernandes buried his head in
the turf, presumably fearing
the momentous assist would

Jannik Sinner's Bid To
Reach Italian Open Final
Held Up By Roman Rain

Jannik Sinner will have to
wait to complete his pas-
sage to the Italian Open
final after his gripping last
four clash with Daniil
Medvedev was interrupted
by rain on Friday. Hunting
a 33rd straight win in the
ATP's top-ranked tourna-
ments, Sinner was leading
6-2, 5-7, 4-2 when organisers
called a halt to play follow-
ing the second downpour of
the day. Not long after
11.00pm local time
(2100GMT), over an hour
after played was initially
stopped, it was decided that
the match would restart at
3.00pm on Saturday
(1300GMT), two hours
before the scheduled start of
the women's final between
Coco Gauff and Elina
Svitolina. The rain came
just as Sinner looked to
have broken the back of bat-
tling Medvedev, who had
given the Italian by far his
toughest test of the tourna-
ment. Medvedev looked like
being blown away when
Sinner rattled off the first
four games before taking
the first set in just 33 min-
utes. But any idea that
another massacre was on

the cards went away when
Medvedev won the first
three games of the second
set and began to get his
racket to nearly everything
Sinner, who began to show
serious signs of tiredness,
threw at him. Sinner drew
level in the set but repeated-
ly had to lean on his racket
between points and after
winning game six was visi-
bly out of breath in his seat,
looking out on his feet as he
conceded the second set. But
Medvedev started to make
mistakes of his own, hitting
two consecutive double
faults in giving up his serve
in game three of the third
set, as Sinner took control
before the rain stopped play.
Sinner is still favourite to
become the first Italian to
win the Rome title in five
decades, ahead of a potential
career Grand Slam at the
French Open. Ruud rolls
into final Should he get to
the final he will have to get
past Ruud, who reached his
first title decider since win-
ning in Stockholm in
October last year by dis-
mantling Luciano Darderi
6-1, 6-1, another match inter-
rupted by heavy rain.
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Shraddha Das’ ‘Trikaala’ Set for
Worldwide Release on May 29

thriller Trikaala, inspired by

the hidden spiritual secrets

within Indian Sanatana
Dharma, is all set for a worldwide
theatrical release on May 29.
Actress Shraddha Das plays the
lead role in the film, alongside
Master Mahendran, Ajay, and sen-
ior actress Amani in pivotal roles.
The film is written and directed by
Mani Tellagooti, while Radhika
and Srinivas have produced the
project. Impressed with the film’s
content, Chaganti Production LLP
is presenting and releasing the
movie worldwide.
With mythological thrillers gain-
ing strong audience appreciation
in recent times, Trikaala has
already generated considerable
interest within the industry.
According to the makers, the film’s
biggest strength lies in its high-
quality VFX crafted using modern
technology. The recently released
trailer, promotional content, and
songs have received an over-
whelming response from audi-
ences. In particular, Master
Mahendran’s action sequences,
Ajay’s powerful role, and Shraddha
Das’ new look have heightened
curiosity around the film.

T he mythological fictional

Speaking on the occasion, director
Mani Tellagooti said:

“Trikaala revolves around a divine
force that emerges as a light during
a time when darkness engulfs the
world. We have blended thrilling
elements with spiritual secrets hid-
den within Indian Sanatana
Dharma. The response to the trail-
er and songs has been fantastic so
far. We strongly believe Trikaala
will offer audiences a completely
new cinematic experience.”

The producers stated:
“Trikaala, made with a fresh con-

cept and mythological touch, will
appeal to all sections of the audi-

ence. The film combines culture,
spirituality, and suspense, creating

a unique experience for viewers.”
The film’s music is composed by
Harshavardhan Rameshwar,
known for delivering music for
blockbuster films like the Arjun
Reddy, Animal, and Spirit. His
music is expected to become one of
the major highlights of Trikaala as
well.

The film has already secured
impressive business deals in North
India. The Hindi satellite rights
and dubbing rights have reported-
ly been sold for a fancy price.
Shraddha Das made her Tollywood
debut with the film Siddu from
Srikakulam and later earned
recognition through Arya 2. She
went on to entertain audiences
with films like Guntur Talkies, Ek
Mini Katha, Dictator, and
Nagavalli. Now, she is set to appear
in yet another distinctive role with
Trikaala.

Overall, with its mythological
thriller backdrop, grand visuals,
spiritual elements, and suspense-
driven narrative, Trikaala has gen-
erated massive anticipation among
movie lovers ahead of its May 29
release.

Cast
Shraddha Das, Mahendran, Ajay,
Amani, Sahithi Avancha,

Prabhakar, Ambati Arjun, Rowdy
Rohini and others.

Technical Team

Presentation & Release: Chaganti
Production LLP

Producers: Radhika — Srinivas
Co-Producers: Sri Saideep Chatla,
Venkat Ramesh Dadi

Story & Direction: Mani Tellagooti
DOP: Pawan Chenna

Music: Harshavardhan
Rameshwar

Background Score: Shajith
Humayun

PRO: Ashok Dayyala
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A Birthday Crowned by Compassion as
‘RawKing’ Manoj Manchu and Mounika
Launch AIKYA DHAIRYA SENA
SAMITHI, a Movement of Humanity

head of his birthday,
A ‘RawKing’ Manchu

Manoj, along with his

wife Bhuma Mounika,
hosted a blood donation drive
and a special gathering in
Hyderabad where they offi-
cially announced the launch
of their new social service
organization, AIKYA
DHAIRYA SENA SAMITHI,
carrying the motto: Unity,
Courage, Service, Impact.
The event was attended by
several prominent personali-
ties, supporters, volunteers,
and fans, with Jubilee Hills
MLA Naveen Yadav attend-
ing as one of the chief guests.
Addressing the gathering,
Manoj emotionally welcomed
everyone and spoke about the
values of service and compas-
sion that he and Mounika
inherited from their elders
and family members.
Explaining the intention
behind the organization, he
said the vision was always to
create a larger platform for
people who believe in collec-
tive welfare and social
responsibility.
“Hello all, I heartily welcome
everyone here. You all know
how we have always
remained at the forefront
when it comes to service.
Standing by others and socie-
ty is something that both my
wife Mounika and I have
strongly learned from our
family and elders. We have
done many service activities
before, but we wanted to form
an organization, a trust for
people who share similar ide-
ologies and provide a plat-
form for such individuals.
The name of the organization

will be announced by my
brother and close aide, MLLA
Naveen Yadav, at the end.

But before that, I want
Mounika to speak a few
words, because this idea truly
came from her. She wanted to
take this to the public and
build a sense of unity. Along
with the blood donation
drive, from today onwards,
we also want to adopt five
children and support their
education. And it will not stop
with this. It shall spread
across every town and every
village in both Telugu states,

beginning from today.

If there is any true achieve-
ment in our life, it will only be
when someone receives help
through this organization,”
said Manoj.

Speaking at the event,
Mounika shared that the ini-
tiative became possible
through the blessings and
guidance of her parents and
elders. She also revealed that
the trust would focus not only
on blood donation drives, but
also on women empower-
ment and employment oppor-
tunities.

Varun Sandesh’s ‘Black Mail’ Grandly Launched with
Pooja Ceremony under Hanuman Film Factory Banner

arun Sandesh starrer Black Mail,

produced by Avinash

Koonapareddy under the

Hanuman Film Factory banner
and written & directed by Srinivas
Gundreddy, was officially launched today
with a grand pooja ceremony in
Hyderabad at Prasad Labs. The film fea-
tures an ensemble cast including Gemini
Suresh, Prithviraj, Sammeta Gandhi, and
Nag Mahesh in key roles. The launch
event was attended by several prominent
guests from the film industry. Renowned
writer-producer Kona Venkat gave the
first clap for the muhurtham shot, while
senior producer Bharadwaj switched on

the camera. Gemini Suresh’s mother M.
Venkata Subba Lakshmi directed the
first shot. Actors Rakshith Atluri and
Sreelu were among the celebrities who
attended the event and conveyed their
best wishes to the team. Speaking at the
event, director Srinivas Gundreddy
expressed his gratitude to the media,
guests, and producers for believing in his
vision. He said the film has a strong and
engaging story and hoped that media sup-
port would help take the project to audi-
ences in a big way. Hero Varun Sandesh
shared that he had known the director for

ways. He added that Srinivas,

revealed that the regular shoot will begin
soon. Actor Gemini Suresh said he was
happy to be sharing screen space with
Varun Sandesh and praised producer
Avinash for supporting him in many

directed his debut as a hero, has given
him a strong role in this film too. Music
director S.V. Mallik Teja thanked the
team for the opportunity and promised
to give his best for the film’s success.

lights. He appreciated producer
Avinash’s hospitality and the positive
atmosphere of the team. Actor Nag
Mahesh wished the film a grand success
and said he was glad to be part of the proj-
ect. Producer Avinash Koonapareddy
stated that one of his main reasons for
entering the film industry was to create
employment opportunities for nearly 200
families. He also said he dreams of tak-
ing Telugu cinema to an international

who

Pavan Kalyan Battula
makes his debut as a hero
with the upcoming whole-
some family entertainer
Purushaha, produced by
Battula Koteshwar Rao
under the Kalyan
Productions banner and
presented by Battula
Saraswathi. The film is
directed by Veeru
Vulavala. The cast includes
Pavan Kalyan, Sapthagiri,

along time and was impressed by the con-
tent when the story was narrated to him.
He thanked the producers and guests and

Veteran actor 30years Prithviraj said
that the title Black Mail is catchy and the
screenplay will be one of the major high-

level and announced that 10% of the prof-
its from the film would be shared with
the technicians who work on the project.

Kasireddy Rajkumar,
Rayancha Kokkura,
Vishika, and Hasini

Like Kshemaanga Velli Labhanga
Randi, Purushaha will appeal to all
sections: Hero Pavan Kalyan

Sudheer in Kkey roles.
Purushaha is set to release
on May 22nd. The posters,
songs, glimpses, and teaser
released so far have all
received a very positive
response. As part of the
film’s promotions, hero
Pavan Kalyan shared a few
insights with the media.

Tell us about your back-
ground:

We are from Karampudi
near Macherla in Palnadu.
We have no connection
with the film industry. My
father works in the con-
struction field. I never do
anything he dislikes, and
he never forces me to do
anything I don’t like.

What’s the story behind
your name? Whose idea
was it for you to enter the
industry?

My father watched the film
Gokulamlo Seetha even
before I was born. I was
born around the time
Thammudu released.

““Peddhi’ Will Keep Audiences Glued to Their Seats from
Start to Finish: Producer Venkata Satish Kilaru”

am lucky to be making my
first film as a producer with
Ram Charan. From the title
cards of Peddhi' to the ending,
the audience will not be able to move
from their seats. All the elements
that the audience wants are fully
packed in Peddhi: Producer Venkata
Satish Kilaru
Mega Power Star Ram Charan's
rural action drama 'Peddhi' is being
produced by Venkata Satish Kilaru
under the banner of Mythri Movie
Makers, Sukumar Writings, and
Vriddhi Cinemas under the direction
of Buchi Babu Sana. With chart-
buster songs and amazing glimpses,
expectations on the film have already
reached a huge level. The film is set
to release in theaters worldwide on
June 4. On this occasion, producer
Venkata Satish Kilaru shared the fea-
tures of the film at a press confer-

ence.

How did it feel to do your first pro-
duction with a big hero like Ram
Charan?

-I am lucky that Ram Charan gave
me the film. This was possible only if
he agreed. I thank Ram Charan for
this opportunity.

-We shot this film wonderfully on a
grand scale and within the budget we
had planned. We worked with the
same positive energy from the first
day to the last. On the last day of
shooting, the hero and the director
were all very emotional.

Tell us about your background?

-We are a farming family. My father
is a farmer. I studied in Vijayawada.
After engineering, I went into the
construction field. Naveen is my

close friend. He loves movies a lot.
That's how we got into movies.

What are the challenges you faced as
a producer?

-Challenges become smooth depend-
ing on the way we deal with them.
Our journey till this film has been
very happy. The shooting was very
cool from the first day to the last day.
We did not face any major chal-
lenges.

What did you like about Buchibabu's
story when he told it?

‘The entire story is amazing. The
audience will be sitting in the theater
from the beginning to the end of the
movie. Commercial elements, emo-
tions... everything is extraordinary.
Buchibabu garu has provided every-
thing that the audience wants in a
movie as a complete package.

What about Charan?

-Words cannot express how much
Charan worked hard for this film.
Only when he sees it on screen can
the audience understand how amaz-
ing his transformation is. He worked
for the film for two years with a spe-
cial trainer. He tore his body apart
from the injuries. He came to the
shooting the next day after getting
his eyes pierced. That is his dedica-
tion.

“This is a film with a very intense
performance. Whatever the director
said, Charan gave that performance
without compromising anywhere.
Even if his body did not cooperate in
some cases, he would get physio and
get ready for the shoot immediately.
The audience is going to see the
hardships he went through on the
big screen.

A Soulful, Breezy Romantic
Melody Reengara From
Vijay Antony-Sasi’s Vanda
Devullu Released

he makers of the

upcoming film

‘Vanda  Devullu’,
starring Vijay Antony and
directed by Sasi, have
released a charming new
melody “Reengara...
Reengara.” This marks a
special reunion for the
successful duo after deliv-
ering the evergreen block-
buster ‘Bichagadu,” which
continues to hold a memo-
rable place in audience
hearts. Now, years later,
Vijay Antony and Sasi are
all set to recreate that
emotional magic through
this new film. Produced by
Ramanjaneyulu Javvaji
under the Sarvanth Ram
Creations banner, in asso-
ciation with Vijay Antony
Film Corporation and pre-
sented by Fatima Vijay
Antony, the film features a
strong ensemble cast
including Vijay Antony,
Swasika, Ajay, Lijomol
Jose, Kavya, Shakthi,
Padini, Karnas, Balaji

Sakthivel, Divakar, Arul
Doss, Bucks, Vinodhini,
Munishkanth, and
Kodangi Vadivelu.
Everything released so
far- from posters,
glimpses, the teaser, and
earlier songs, has received
impressive appreciation.
Among them, the emotion-
ally  stirring Amma
Ammegaa, a track rooted
in mother sentiment,
deeply touched listeners.
Now, the team has
unveiled a contrasting
romantic melody, and it
promises to be just as
impactful.

The newly released
“Reengara... Reengara”
stands out for its soothing
musical composition,
poetic lyricism, and heart-
felt vocals. It is indeed a
song that feels like a gentle
breeze. Featuring the on-
screen pair Lijomol Jose
and Ajay Dhishan, the
song radiates a soft
romantic charm.
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