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India’s peak power 
demand hits record 
amid heatwave
New Delhi, May 20 : India’s 
electricity demand touched a 
fresh all-time high for the third 
consecutive day on 
Wednesday as scorching tem-
peratures and heatwave con-
ditions across several parts of 
the country pushed up the use 
of air-conditioners, coolers and 
other electrical appliances in 
homes and commercial estab-
lishments. According to the 
Union Power Ministry, peak 
power demand during solar 
hours reached 265.44 GW at 
3:45 pm and was fully met 
without any shortage in sup-
ply. The latest figure sur-
passed Monday’s previous 
record of 260.45 GW recorded 
at 3:40 pm. Earlier, on May 18, 
the country had registered a 
peak demand of 257.37 GW.
The ministry also said non-
solar peak demand hit a 
record 247.21 GW at 10:29 pm 
on May 18, marking the high-
est-ever electricity require-
ment during non-solar hours.

PM Modi, Italian 
counterpart Meloni 
hold talks in Rome
Leaders discuss India-Italy ties, 
trade, and tech cooperation.

Focus on Cyber Crime Control, De-Addiction Centres, 
Vigilance Reforms and Public Safety

ROME (TSIT)

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was accorded a cer-
emonial welcome in 
Rome on Wednesday as 
he held delegation-level 
talks with Italian counter-
part Giorgia Meloni at 
Villa Pamphili, discuss-
ing expanding bilateral 
partnership between both 
countries and exchanging 
views on the current geo-
political issues.

External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar, 
National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and 
other officials were pres-
ent during the meeting.

Prior to the meeting, 
the two leaders warmly 
greeted each other and 
PM Modi was accorded a 
military honour.

The two leaders are 
scheduled to attend a 
working lunch with the 
heads of several major 
Italian and Indian indus-
trial groups following 
their meeting. PM Modi 
will then visit the Food 
and Agriculture 
Organisation before con-
cluding his visit to Italy.

PM Modi had last visited 
Italy in June 2024 for the 
Group of Seven Summit. 

Earlier in the day, PM 
Modi met Italian 
President Sergio 
Matarella and discussed 
various aspects related to 

bilateral ties, including 
trade, investment and 
cultural linkages."Met 
President Sergio 
Mattarella in Rome.

'Melody' for Meloni: 
PM Modi's toffee 

gift clip races past 
100 million views in 

just a few hours

VCK weighs joining Vijay 
cabinet as TVK renews offer

CHENNAI (TSIT): 

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi (VCK) President 
Thol Thirumavalavan on 
Wednesday indicated that 
the party would deliberate 
on Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam’s (TVK) 
renewed invitation to join 
the C. Joseph Vijay-led 
cabinet, amid growing 
speculation that the party 
could soon be accommo-
dated in the government 
with a ministerial berth.

The development comes 
after the VCK had earlier 
maintained that its sup-
port to the Vijay govern-
ment was purely from out-
side and intended only to 
ensure political stability 
while preventing any pos-
sible intervention by the 
BJP-led Union govern-
ment during the govern-
ment formation process.

Addressing reporters, 
Thirumavalavan said the 
TVK leadership had con-
veyed to him that rebel 
AIADMK legislators 
would not be inducted into 
the Cabinet.

The clarification 
assumes significance as 
the VCK chief had previ-
ously warned that the 
party would be compelled 
to reconsider its support 
if AIADMK dissidents 
were accommodated in 
the ministry.

LoP Rahul urges 
Congmen to protect 
economy, constitution

RAEBARELI (TSIT): 

Lok Sabha Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP), Rahul 
Gandhi, on Wednesday 
launched an attack on the 
Centre and the BJP, warn-
ing that the country must 
be protected from a loom-
ing economic crisis and 
threats to the Constitution.

Addressing the ‘Bahujan 
Swabhimaan Sabha’ held 
during the unveiling of a 
statue of freedom fighter 
Veera Pasi in Lodhwari vil-
lage, LoP Gandhi said India 
could soon face an econom-
ic downturn, the burden of 
which would fall heavily on 
the common people.

He said rising tensions in 
West Asia and the US-Iran 
confrontation have disrupt-
ed global trade. According 
to him, any impact on the 
Strait of Hormuz would 
affect the supply of oil and 
other essential commodi-
ties, likely pushing up 
inflation in the coming 
months.

“Petrol, gas, and every-
day essentials are set to 
become more expensive,” 
he said, accusing the 
Centre of being disconnect-
ed from the problems of 
ordinary citizens. He added 
that people would face sig-
nificant hardships if eco-

nomic conditions further 
worsen.

Rahul Gandhi also high-
lighted issues related to the 
Constitution and social 
equality. Referring to Veera 
Pasi and Dr B.R. Ambedkar, 
he said both had fought for 
equality and rights. “Every 
citizen in India is equal. 
Everyone should get the full 
reward of their labour and 
equal rights. This country 
belongs to everyone, not to 
any one caste or organisa-
tion. That is what our 
Constitution says,” LoP 
Gandhi said.

Describing the 
Constitution as the voice of 
the people, Rahul Gandhi 
stressed that safeguarding 
it is the duty of every citi-
zen. Holding a copy of the 
Constitution in hand, he 
said, “Slogans alone will 
not bring change. Rights 
and transformation can be 
ensured only by protecting 
the Constitution.”

HYDERABAD (TSIT): 

Telangana Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy held a high-level 
review meeting with 
senior police officials at 
the Bodhi Pavilion, 
MCRHRD Institute, issu-
ing key directions to 
strengthen policing, 
cyber crime prevention, 
vigilance, and public 
safety across the state.

The meeting was 

attended by Chief 
S e c r e t a r y  K . 
Ramakrishna Rao, State 
Security Advisor B. 
Shivdhar Reddy, DGP C. 
V. Anand, CMO Principal 
Secretary Sheshadri, 
Additional DGPs, Police 
Commissioners, and 
IG-level officers.

The CM directed the 
establishment of special 
de-addiction centres for 
drug victims and called 
for stronger rehabilita-

tion alongside strict anti-
drug enforcement. He 
proposed administrative 
reforms, including rota-
tional postings for offi-
cers from Sub-Inspector 
to non-cadre IPS ranks, 
and asked officials to 
study the proposal in 
d e t a i l . H i g h l i g h t i n g 
cyber crime threats, 
Revanth instructed offi-
cials to strengthen foren-
sic infrastructure, train 
personnel from the 

police training stage, 
and introduce a dedicat-
ed cyber course at Skills 
University.

He also emphasized 
integrated governance, 
vigilance operations 
using data analytics, fire 
safety preventive mea-
sures, urban civic safety 
coordination, strict 
action against illegal flex 
banners, and intensified 
night patrolling to 
enhance public safety.

CM Revanth holds meeting 
with senior police officials

Bengal govt hands land to BSF, CM vows crackdown on infiltrators
KOLKATA (TSIT)

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari on 
Wednesday handed over 
land to the BSF for interna-
tional boundary fencing 
and security infrastructure, 
beginning with a 27 km 
stretch, and said more land 
would be provided wherev-
er required to strengthen 
border management in the 

state.Addressing a BSF 
land transfer meeting, 
Adhikari said the process 
marked the beginning of a 
larger initiative to improve 
border security in the state. 
“The land will be handed 
over to the Border Security 
Force (BSF) within two 
weeks. Initially, land cover-
ing a 27 km stretch along 
the India-Bangladesh inter-
national boundary is being 

handed over,” he said. 
Calling it the first step in a 
broader exercise, Adhikari 

said, “As a beginning, the 
land required to secure the 
27 km stretch is being pro-

vided to the BSF.”
Highlighting the need to 

expedite border infrastruc-
ture, the chief minister said 
a sizeable portion of West 
Bengal’s international 
boundary still remained 
unfenced.“In West Bengal, 
around 1,600 km of the total 
2,200 km border with 
Bangladesh has already 
been fenced, while nearly 
600 km still remains 

unfenced,” he said.
“Wherever land is need-

ed for fencing and border 
security, we will hand it 
over to the BSF,” he added. 
Targeting the previous 
Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment, Adhikari alleged 
that it had failed to cooper-
ate on border infrastruc-
ture because of “vote bank 
politics and appeasement 
policies”. 

T'gana seeks Rs 5,000 cr from Centre under SASCI
Hyderabad (TIST): 

Telangana has requested an 
additional Rs.5,000 crore from 
the Centre under the Scheme 
for Special Assistance to 
States for Capital Investment 
(SASCI). Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka made the appeal 
to Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman in New 

Delhi. Vikramarka highlight-
ed the state’s investments in 

education, healthcare, rural 
infrastructure, and human 

development, urging FRBM 
exemption for Externally 
Aided Projects, including the 
Rs 30,000 crore Young India 
Integrated Residential 
Schools programme. The ini-
tiative aims to improve edu-
cation, nutrition, and oppor-
tunities for marginalized 
communities, benefiting 
lakhs of children in back-
ward, SC, and ST sections of 
Telangana.

Over 25,000 
medical shops 
remain shut in 
Telangana
HYDERABAD: 

Over 25,000 medical shops 
remained closed across 
Telangana on Wednesday in 
response to the one-day 
nationwide bandh call given 
by the All-India Organisation 
of Chemists and Druggists 
(AIOCD).In Hyderabad alone, 
more than 12,000 medical 
shops were closed to press the 
demands to stop online sale of 
medicines, to stop deep dis-
counts by corporates and to 
avoid spurious medicine.
Medical shops attached to 
hospitals have been exempted 
from the strike. Telangana 
Drugs Control Administration 
has appealed to people not to 
panic due to the strike by 
chemists and promised the 
availability of essential and 
life-saving medicines across 
the state.

The Union Minister for Defence, Rajnath Singh meets the Minister Defense Acquisition Program Administration, 
Republic of Korea, Mr Lee Yong-chul at Seoul, in South Korea..... (PIB PHOTO)

Bilateral TalksGlobal oil prices 
ease nearly 1 pc 
after Trump 
hints at Iran deal
NEW DELHI: 

Global crude oil prices fell 
nearly 1 per cent for a sec-
ond consecutive session on 
Wednesday after US 
President Donald Trump 
reiterated that the conflict 
with Iran could end "very 
quickly", raising hopes of a 
possible diplomatic break-
through.

International benchmark 
Brent crude futures slipped 
0.9 per cent or nearly $1 to 
$110.28 per barrel, while US 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude futures 
declined about 1 per cent or 
$1.03 to $103.12 per barrel. 
Moreover, both bench-
marks had already fallen 
nearly $1 in the previous 
session following signs of 
progress in talks between 
Washington and Tehran.

Goyal slams Rahul 
over remark on PM 
Modi's Italy visit
NEW DELHI: 

Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal hit 
out at Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
after the latter criticised 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's visit to Italy in a 
snide social media post on 
X. "Why does Rahul 
Gandhi hate India and 
everything made in India 
so much?" Piyush Goyal 
quipped.

"India has today 
become the world's 
Trusted Destination 
through 'Made in India' 
and 'Local Goes Global', 
but the Congress sees a 
problem in every Indian 
achievement," the Union 
Minister said."Under the 
leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
India is now earning the 
global respect, invest-
ment, and trust that the 
country has been waiting 
for decades and that is 
what Rahul Gandhi can-
not tolerate," he added.

LY NEWSPAPERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

ahoo.in

ASER:

GER



2KOCHI
THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Nation

Hindustan Zinc hosts Union Minister Shri G. Kishan Reddy at Rajpura Dariba 
Complex, showcases responsible mining, technology and community impact

Hyderabad, 20th May 
2026: Hindustan Zinc 
Limited hosted Shri G. 
Kishan Reddy, Union 
Minister of Coal and 
Mines, at its Rajpura 
Dariba Complex in 
Rajasthan. The visit 
included a tour of the 
Sindesar Khurd Mine, 
one of the world’s larg-
est technologically 
advanced silver-produc-
ing underground mines, 
and the Dariba Smelting 
Complex.
The minister reviewed 
Hindustan Zinc’s tech-
nology-led mining oper-
ations, integrated smelt-
ing processes, and flag-
ship community devel-
opment programmes. 
He appreciated the com-
pany’s safety-focused 

culture, diverse work-
force—including 26.3% 
women employees—and 
contributions towards 
building a self-reliant 
metals ecosystem for 
India.

During the visit, Shri 

Reddy witnessed 
remote-operated mining 
equipment, a live dem-
onstration by India’s 
first women mine res-
cue team, and engaged 
with employees and con-
tract workers. He also 

observed Hindustan 
Zinc’s community ini-
tiatives, including 
women empowerment 
programmes, quality 
education projects, 
healthcare outreach, 
and sports development 
for rural youth.

Shri Reddy highlight-
ed the role of responsi-
ble mining in strength-
ening India’s critical 
mineral value chains, 
supporting domestic 
manufacturing, and 
driving inclusive 
growth. He said 
Hindustan Zinc’s inte-
grated, tech-first 
approach exemplifies 
India’s journey towards 
self-reliant industrial 
growth and Viksit 
Bharat 2047.

Visakhapatnam, May 20, 
2026: Doctors at KIMS 
ICON Hospital successfully 
removed five giant bladder 
stones, each nearly the size 
of a hen’s egg, from a 
50-year-old man who had 
been suffering from severe 
urinary problems for sev-
eral years. Sharing details 
of the case, Dr. Sandeep 
Maheswara Reddy Kallam, 
Consultant Urologist, 
Laparoscopic Uro-
Oncologist and 
Andrologist, said the 
patient approached the 
hospital with complaints of 
lower abdominal pain, 
burning sensation during 
urination, difficulty in 
passing urine, frequent uri-
nation, and recurrent uri-
nary tract infections.

Diagnostic investiga-
tions, including scanning 
and other tests, revealed 
the presence of multiple 
massive stones in the uri-
nary bladder. While blad-
der and kidney stones are 
commonly seen in routine 
practice, the unusually 
large size of the stones in 
this patient came as a sur-
prise to the medical team, 
he said.

Considering the size and 
number of the stones, the 
doctors carefully planned 
a specialized surgical pro-
cedure. All five stones 
were successfully 
removed, providing imme-
diate relief to the patient. 
Following the surgery, the 
patient recovered well and 
returned to normal condi-
tion. Doctors said he would 
now be able to pass urine 
without difficulty.

Dr. Sandeep explained 
that bladder stones are 
commonly caused by uri-
nary obstruction, incom-
plete emptying of the blad-
der, recurrent infections, 
and enlargement of the 
prostate gland. If left 
untreated, such conditions 
may lead to repeated infec-

tions, bleeding, complete 
blockage of urine flow, 
bladder damage, and even 
kidney complications.

He advised people expe-
riencing symptoms such as 
pain during urination, 
blood in urine, recurrent 
urinary infections, or diffi-
culty in passing urine to 
consult a urologist without 
delay. The successful sur-
gery once again highlight-
ed the advanced urology 
services and expert medi-
cal team available at KIMS 
ICON Hospital. Doctors 
also advised the patient to 
maintain adequate hydra-
tion, follow dietary precau-
tions, and undergo regular 
medical check-ups to pre-
vent recurrence of stones 
in the future.

- 50-year-old man reliev ed from years of 
severe pain and urinary problems

BJP condemns Rahul Gandhi’s remark calling 
PM Modi a “Gaddar”, demands apology

Hyderabad: N V 
Subhash, BJP Chief 
Spokesperson and 
Media Incharge of 
Telangana, strongly 
condemned Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi’s 
recent remark calling 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi a 
“Gaddar”. He 
described the state-
ment as irresponsible, 
shameful, and reflective of 
the Congress party’s 
repeated habit of insulting 
the Prime Minister.

Subhash highlighted 
that over the years, 
Congress leaders have 

made more than 90 deroga-
tory comments against PM 
Modi, including calling 
him “Maut ka Saudagar” 
in Gujarat. He accused 
Rahul Gandhi and the 
Congress of resorting to 
personal abuse due to 

repeated electoral 
defeats and lack of 
vision or constructive 
politics.

The BJP spokesper-
son praised Prime 
Minister Modi’s 12 
years of initiatives for 
villages, farmers, 
women, and deprived 
sections of society, 
noting that 140 crore 

Indians continue to trust 
his leadership. Subhash 
demanded that Rahul 
Gandhi and the Congress 
Party immediately apolo-
gise to the nation for hurt-
ing the sentiments of the 
people.

By M. Rajanikanth

Hyderabad: Telangana’s week-long 
tourism promotion campaign 
under the Praja Paalana pro-
gramme is witnessing a diverse 
range of grassroots initiatives 
across districts, combining heri-
tage conservation, youth participa-
tion, digital content creation, eco-
tourism and local livelihood gener-
ation. The Tourism, Heritage and 
Culture department’s “Tourism 
Week” campaign, being conducted 
from May 18 to 23, is part of the state 
government’s 99 Days Action Plan 
aimed at strengthening tourism 
awareness and citizen participa-
tion across Telangana.Several dis-
trict administrations have intro-
duced innovative local activities 
aligned with the broader tourism 
promotion framework issued by 
the department.

In Adilabad, the District 
Collector announced an Influencer 
Reels Competition encouraging 
content creators to showcase the 
district’s waterfalls, forests, tribal 
traditions and historic sites 
through high-quality digital story-
telling. The competition offers 
cash prizes of Rs.5,000, Rs.4,000 
and Rs.3,000 for the top three 
entries respectively, with videos 
required to be submitted in 4K 
format.

Hanumakonda launched a simi-
lar Influencer Reels and YouTube 
competition with significantly 
higher rewards Rs.15,000 for first 
prize, Rs.10,000 for second prize 
and Rs.5,000 for third prize. 
Officials stated that winners 
would be announced on World 
Tourism Day on September 27. 
Even content that does not win 

prizes may still be featured on offi-
cial tourism department social 
media platforms to promote 
Telangana destinations.

The Tourism Week guidelines 
specifically emphasise digital 
tourism promotion, noting that 
tourism in 2026 is increasingly 
discovered through mobile 
screens and social media content 
before physical visits take place.

In Hyderabad, officials organ-
ised a clean-up drive at the histor-
ic Raymond’s Tombs in Malakpet, 
combining conservation activities 
with a guided heritage tour 
explaining the monument’s his-
torical significance. The initiative 
attempted to blend civic participa-
tion with heritage education.

Rangareddy district organised a 
tourism-themed painting competi-
tion at Saroornagar, encouraging 
artistic engagement with 
Telangana’s tourism and heritage 
themes through student and com-
munity participation.

Bhadradri Kothagudem district 
adopted an experiential tourism 
approach by organising boat visits 
to the scenic Kinnersani region, 
allowing participants to directly 
experience the natural tourism 
potential of the area rather than 
limiting activities to awareness 
sessions.

In Nagarkurnool district, tour-
ism awareness activities were con-
ducted aboard a boat along the 
Krishna river at Somasila, creat-

ing an immersive and memorable 
outreach programme linked to 
river tourism.

One of the most socially impact-
ful initiatives emerged from 
Mulugu district, where tribal 
youth from Wazeedu and 
Venkatapuram mandals were 
trained as tourist guides under a 
programme titled “Giri Darshak”.

Ten candidates from tribal com-
munities were selected and trained 
to guide visitors at Karreguttala 
Hills and other eco-tourism desti-
nations in the region. The initia-
tive is expected to create direct 
employment opportunities for 
local tribal youth while also 
strengthening community partici-
pation in tourism development.

The Tourism Week framework 
released by the department focus-
es heavily on youth participation, 
heritage awareness, local guide 
training, influencer engagement 
and cleanliness drives at tourism 
destinations.

The programme also includes 
Yuva Tourism Clubs in schools 
and colleges, heritage walks, local 
guide volunteer registration 
drives, tourism awareness cam-
paigns and district-level tourism 
branding exercises.

Officials said the broader objec-
tive is to transform tourism into a 
participatory community move-
ment while simultaneously 
strengthening local economies, 
preserving heritage assets and 
generating employment opportu-
nities through tourism-linked 
activities.

The week-long initiative also 
reflects Telangana’s attempt to 
increasingly position tourism not 
merely as a hospitality sector, but 

Telangana’s Tourism Week Push Blends Heritage, 
Youth, Influencers and Community Participation

From influencer competitions and heritage walks to tribal guide training and experiential tourism, districts across 
Telangana launch innovative tourism initiatives under Praja Paalana programme Udhagamandalam: 

Krinith, a 10th-
grade student from 
The Orchid 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
School, Bengaluru, 
hailing from 
Kappathorai vil-
lage near Ooty, is 
gaining recogni-
tion for his extraor-
dinary historical 
knowledge.

Krinith can iden-
tify the national 
flags of all coun-
tries in under three 
minutes and pin-
point every nation 
on the world map. 
He narrates histor-
ical events from 
Chola-era inscriptions 
to World War II with 
dates and clarity. His 
achievements include 

the Young Emperor 
Award – 2025, Child 
Prodigy Award 2022, 
and listings in the India 
Book of Records for 

retaining excep-
tional historical 
i n f o r m a t i o n .
Teachers and offi-
cials praise his 
dedication, noting 
his passion blos-
somed during the 
COVID lockdown, 
supported by his 
mother. Krinith 
now conducts ses-
sions for students, 
sharing insights 
into history. He 
has also been felici-
tated at events like 
the Lawrence 
School, Lovedale, 
NSS camps, and by 
the Nilgiris 
District Collector, 

aiming to showcase his 
skills to the Tamil Nadu 
Governor and Chief 
Minister.

Ooty Student Krinith: A Young 
Historian Making Global Waves

Scindia launches ‘Arunachal Kiwi’ mission to 
boost cultivation and value chain development
Itanagar, May 20 : Union 
Minister for Development 
of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) Jyotiraditya 
Scindia on Wednesday 
launched the “Arunachal 
Kiwi” mission, a cluster-
based kiwi cultivation and 
value chain development 
initiative aimed at boosting 
production, marketing, and 
economic growth in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

With an outlay of approx-
imately Rs 167 crore, 
‘Mission on Arunachal 
Kiwi: The USP of Arunachal 
Pradesh’ has been designed 
through a whole-of-govern-
ment, convergence-led 
approach, anchored by 
MDoNER. The mission, 
woven together with the 
schemes of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, the Ministry of 
Rural Development, the 
Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries, NABARD, 
ICAR-CITH, APEDA, 
NERAMAC, and committed 
private investors, an offi-
cial statement said.

The Mission has been 
shaped with the perspec-
tives of all stakeholders in 
the value chain in mind, 

ensuring that interventions 
reflect the ground realities 
and the aspirations of 
Arunachal's kiwi-farming 
communities. The Mission 
adopts a cluster-based 
approach with six integrat-
ed cluster-level Post-
Harvest Management Hubs 
identified across Ziro 
Valley (Lower Subansiri), 
Dirang and Kalaktang 
(West Kameng), Shi Yomi, 
and Dibang Valley.

According to the official 
statement, over 30 strategic 
interventions under the 

Mission seek to address 
critical gaps across the kiwi 
value chain, bridging the 
price-realisation gap, 
restoring Arunachal's 
lapsed NPOP organic certi-
fication, building cold-
chain and post-harvest 
infrastructure to end the 7 
to 10-day distress-sale win-
dow, and integrating thou-
sands of farming house-
holds into a unified ecosys-
tem of plantation develop-
ment, post-harvest process-
ing, branding, traceability, 
export, and experiential 

agri-tourism.
The DoNER Minister 

underscored Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
commitment to ensuring 
that farmers become true 
stakeholders in the entire 
agricultural value chain – 
“from farm to fork. 
“Emphasising the conver-
gence-driven character of 
the initiative, the Minister 
said: Through the High-
Level Task Forces consti-
tuted with all 8 Northeastern 
states, and in collaboration 
with all the Chief Ministers 
and governments of the 8 
states, we have identified 
one unique product from 
each state with a distinct 
unique selling proposition, 
like from Mizoram’s ginger 
and Nagaland’s coffee to 
Sikkim’s organic farming, 
Manipur’s polo heritage, 
Assam’s muga silk and 
Meghalaya’s Lakadong 
turmeric.”He said: “Today 
(Wednesday), with the 
launch of Project Kiwi in 
Arunachal Pradesh, we are 
taking another major step 
in building globally com-
petitive value chains rooted 
in the strengths of the 
Northeast.”

Commissioner Hari Kiran Emerging as Tech-Driven 
Reformer in Telangana Excise Administration

Hyderabad TSIT : 
Telangana Excise 
Commissioner C. Hari 
Kiran is increasingly 
being recognised within 
administrative and poli-
cy circles for introducing 
t e c h n o l o g y - d r i v e n 
reforms, modern enforce-
ment systems and trans-
parent governance prac-
tices aimed at transform-
ing the functioning of the 
state’s Excise 
Department.

Officials and industry 
observers say the depart-
ment, under the leader-
ship of Hari Kiran and 
the guidance of Principal 
S e c r e t a r y 
M.Raghunandan Rao, 
has been focusing on 
combining strict enforce-
ment with digital moni-
toring, intelligence-based 
operations and stream-
lined administrative sys-
tems to improve efficien-
cy and accountability.

The department’s reve-
nue performance in 
recent months has also 
attracted attention. 
Telangana recorded 
liquor sales exceeding 
Rs.40,306 crore during the 
2025–26 financial year, 

reflecting nearly 7 per-
cent year-on-year growth 
over the previous fiscal.

December 2025 alone 
emerged as a record-
breaking month, with 
liquor sales touching an 
all-time high of Rs.5,102 
crore — the first time 
monthly excise revenue 
crossed the Rs.5,000 crore 
mark in the state. Official 
figures showed that 
liquor worth more than 
Rs.350 crore was sold on 
December 31 alone, while 
cumulative sales during 
the final five days of the 
month crossed Rs.1,344 
crore. Administrative 
sources attribute part of 
this improved perfor-
mance to tighter monitor-
ing systems, enhanced 
coordination between 
district enforcement 
units and stronger con-
trol mechanisms aimed 
at curbing illegal liquor 
movement and revenue 
leakages.

Hari Kiran, known for 
his methodical and 
result-oriented adminis-
trative style, has report-
edly been encouraging 
data-driven monitoring 
mechanisms, digital sur-

veillance tools and faster 
response systems across 
the department’s field 
formations.

Officials say greater 
emphasis is now being 
placed on intelligence-led 
enforcement, tracking 
patterns of illicit liquor 
activity and improving 
inter-departmental coor-
dination for enforcement 
operations.

The Excise Department 
has also been focusing on 
improving internal 
accountability structures 
and streamlining opera-
tional workflows through 
technology-enabled sys-
tems. Administrative 
observers note that the 
department’s approach 
increasingly reflects 
broader governance 
trends centred around 

digitisation and real-time 
monitoring. The 
Telangana government 
has simultaneously 
intensified measures 
against illegal liquor 
trade and unauthorised 
belt shops. Excise minis-
ter Jupally Krishna Rao 
recently stated that 
enforcement activity has 
significantly increased, 
with excise-related cases 
rising by nearly 56 per-
cent under the current 
administration.

The department has 
also seen strong partici-
pation in the recently 
completed liquor retail 
licensing cycle. 
Telangana received more 
than 95,000 applications 
for 2,620 liquor shop 
licences for the 2025–27 
policy period, underlin-
ing the scale and com-
mercial significance of 
the sector. Apart from 
enforcement, officials say 
Hari Kiran has been 
encouraging a more pub-
lic-oriented administra-
tive culture focused on 
transparency, regulatory 
compliance and efficient 
service delivery mecha-
nisms.
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Bengaluru: A coordination 
meeting was conducted by 
Bengaluru East City 
Corporation Commissioner 
D.S. Ramesh to review mon-
soon preparedness, lake 
conservation, stormwater 
drain maintenance, sewage-
related issues, flood control 
measures, and emergency 
response systems in the cor-
poration limits. 

Treated Water to 
Koudenahalli Lake

Regarding the release of 
treated water from the 
BWSSB STP to Koudenahalli 
Lake, officials informed that 
a joint site inspection had 
already been conducted for 
pipeline installation. 
BWSSB officials stated that 
the work would be executed 
using trenchless technology 
instead of open cutting to 
avoid road damage.

The Commissioner 
instructed BWSSB officials 
to obtain necessary permis-
sions from the divisional 
Executive Engineer and 
complete the pipeline work 
within the next 20 days so 
that treated water can be 
released into the lake. 
Treated Water from STPs to 

Vengayyana Lake Officials 
explained that two STPs of 
30 MLD capacity each are 
functioning in the 
Vengayyana Lake area, 
with one fully operational 
and the other under upgra-
dation. At present, treated 
water and untreated sewage 
flowing through the storm-
water drain are mixing and 
entering the lake, causing 
pollution problems.

In this regard, the 
Commissioner directed the 
concerned officials to obtain 
necessary permissions, 
install a separate pipeline 
for treated water, divert 
untreated sewage separate-
ly, and complete the work 
within 20 days.

Devarabeesanahalli Lake 
and STP Management

In the Devarabeesanahalli 

area, two STPs are function-
ing. A 1.3 MLD capacity STP 
is being maintained by the 
Adarsha Residential 
Apartment Association on 
government land with official 
approval. Another 900 KLD 
capacity STP is awaiting a 
Consent for Operation (CFO) 
certificate from the Pollution 
Control Board. Once the cer-
tificate is received, sewage 
from the residential complex 
will be diverted to the 900 
KLD STP. This will enable 
untreated sewage entering 
the lake from 
Devarabeesanahalli village to 
be diverted to the existing 1.3 
MLD STP for treatment 
before releasing the treated 
water into the lake. The 
Commissioner instructed 
officials to take necessary 
action in this regard.

File Complaints if Roads Are Dug 
Without Permission: D.S. Ramesh

Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy Chairs High-Level Consultation 
to Accelerate Adoption of E-Buses and E-Trucks Across India 

New Delhi : In a significant push 
towards accelerating India’s clean 
mobility transition, Union 
Minister for Heavy Industries and 
Steel H. D. Kumaraswamy chaired 
a high-level stakeholder consulta-
tion in New Delhi today to encour-
age the wider adoption and deploy-
ment of electric buses and electric 
trucks across the country. 

The meeting brought together 
key stakeholders from across 
India, including fleet operators, 
aggregators, transport leaders, 
financial institutions, leasing com-
panies, and industry representa-
tives engaged in the rapidly evolv-
ing electric mobility ecosystem. 
The consultation was convened 
with the objective of understand-
ing operational realities, encour-
aging faster adoption of e-buses 
and e-trucks, and strengthening 
collaboration between the govern-
ment and private stakeholders.

Senior officials of the Ministry 
of Heavy Industries, including 
Secretary Kamran Rizvi and 
Additional Secretary Dr. Hanif 
Qureshi, were present during the 
discussions and shared their 
insights with the stakeholders on 
the future roadmap for electric 
heavy mobility in India.

Addressing the gathering, H.D. 
Kumaraswamy underlined that 
electric buses are set to become the 
future backbone of passenger 

transportation in India, while elec-
tric trucks will play a transforma-
tive role in shaping the future of 
sustainable logistics and freight 
movement.

“India is witnessing a decisive 
shift towards clean and efficient 
transportation. E-Buses are the 
future of passenger mobility, and 
E-Trucks will define the next era of 
logistics and freight transport in 
our country,” said H.D. 
Kumaraswamy.

Highlighting the importance of 
collaborative policymaking, the 
Union Minister said the govern-
ment is committed to working 
hand-in-hand with operators and 
industry stakeholders to ensure 
that India’s transition to electric 

mobility is practical, inclusive, 
and commercially sustainable.

“This consultation was not 
merely a policy discussion. It was 
an important platform to hear 
directly from the operators and 
stakeholders who are driving 
transport services on the ground 
across India. Their feedback and 
experience are extremely valuable 
in shaping the future roadmap,” he 
stated. The Union Minister further 
emphasized that the initiative 
aligns closely with the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
towards sustainability, operation-
al efficiency, and responsible gov-
ernance. “Under the visionary 
leadership of Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Ji, India 

is moving towards a future that 
prioritizes sustainability, innova-
tion, and efficient public infra-
structure. The push for E-Buses 
and E-Trucks is not just an envi-
ronmental necessity, but an eco-
nomic and strategic imperative for 
New India,” Shri Kumaraswamy 
remarked.

During the meeting, stakehold-
ers shared extensive feedback, 
operational experiences, sectoral 
concerns, and practical sugges-
tions relating to financing access, 
charging infrastructure, fleet 
deployment, operational viability, 
and long-term ecosystem support 
for electric commercial vehicles.

The participants welcomed the 
Ministry’s proactive outreach and 
opportunity to directly engage 
with the government on issues 
impacting the sector. Discussions 
focused on strengthening confi-
dence in electric mobility adoption 
and creating a robust ecosystem 
for large-scale deployment of e-bus-
es and e-trucks across urban, inter-
city, and freight transport net-
works. The consultation is being 
viewed as a significant step by the 
Ministry of Heavy Industries 
towards accelerating India’s tran-
sition to sustainable heavy mobili-
ty while actively engaging indus-
try stakeholders in shaping the 
country’s next phase of transport 
and logistics transformation.

AxisCades Aerospace Keen to Invest Rs.6,000 
Crore: Industries Minister M. B. Patil

Bengaluru: Bengaluru-
based aerospace and 
defence company AxisCades 
Aerospace Infrastructure 
Private Limited is set to 
invest Rs.6,000 crore in 
Karnataka, Industries 
Minister M. B. Patil said.

The minister shared the 
information after detailed 
discussions held with 
senior officials of the com-
pany at Khanija Bhavan on 
Wednesday.

“The primary objective of 
AxisCades Aerospace is to 
establish an integrated hub 
across 200 acres for manu-
facturing, testing, and 
maintenance in aerospace, 
defence, semiconductor, 
and Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) innovation sectors. The 
company also plans to set 
up a domestic research and 
development centre under 
global partnerships,” the 
minister said.

“The company will invest 
a total of Rs.6,000 crore in 
phases. The project is 
expected to generate 20,000 
direct and 54,000 indirect 
jobs in the state. AxisCades 
also intends to develop 
aerospace and defence 
infrastructure, including 
missile sub systems, radar 
and sensor systems, and 

Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul (MRO) facilities 
for fighter aircraft.

the first phase, the com-
pany will invest Rs.1,290 
crore, followed by Rs.2,898 
crore in the second phase 
and Rs.1,512 crore in the 
third phase,” he explained.

To implement the project, 
the company has requested 
land near Devanahalli. The 
company has also expressed 
its intention to build a 
1.8-km-long runway. In 
response, the minister sug-
gested that airports at 
Hassan, Vijayapura, and 
Shivamogga could also be 
considered if required. 
However, company repre-
sentatives stated that the 
proposed facility should 

preferably be located close 
to their existing Devanahalli 
unit. Subsequently, the min-
ister directed officials to 
identify suitable land where 
runway construction would 
also be feasible. Principal 
Secretary of the Commerce 
and Industries Department 
Dr. N. Selvakumar, 
Industries Commissioner 
Khushboo Goyal , 
Infrastructure Department 
Secretary Vishal, Technical 
Advisor to the Minister 
Aravind Galagali, 
AxisCades Managing 
Director Sharadhi Chandra 
Babu, Director Suresh 
Kumar, General Manager 
(Projects) N. K. Satish 
Kumar, and senior officials 
attended the meeting.

 Bengaluru : A compre-
hensive review meeting on 
the Draft Action Plans being 
prepared as part of the 
“Budget to Action” work-
shop was held today at the 
Office of the Commissioner 
under the chairmanship of 
BNCC Commissioner 
Pommala Sunil Kumar.

Detailed discussions were 
held regarding ongoing and 
proposed projects related to 
Active Mobility, Climate 
Action Plan, lake develop-
ment, Bamboo City Project, 
installation of solar systems 
on government buildings, 
park development and 
enhancement of public spac-
es. Special emphasis was 
given to the development of 
10-kilometre-long walkable 
footpaths in every ward 
under the corporation lim-
its, focusing on creating 
obstruction-free, clean and 
pedestrian-friendly path-
ways. Various organisations 
presented their project pro-
posals, action plans and cost 
estimates during the meet-
ing. Representatives from 
Walkaluru, Biome, WELL 
Labs, C40 Cities, Hasiru 
Dala, CGBMT, Say Trees, 

B.PAC and Jan Sahas par-
ticipated in the meeting 
under the facilitation of WRI 
India and shared their sug-
gestions on various urban 
development initiatives.

The meeting also dis-
cussed providing neces-
sary support and funding 
assistance from the corpo-
ration for suitable propos-
als submitted by organisa-
tions. The Commissioner 
stated that approximately 
Rs.25 lakh would be allo-
cated to each Executive 
Engineer under the 
“Action Plan” initiative, 
which could be utilised for 
implementing suitable pro-
posals submitted by vari-
ous organisations.

Comprehensive Review Meeting 
on Draft Action Plans Following 

“Budget to Action” Workshop

Distribution of sweets and breakfast to the public
 on the occasion of completion of three years of the

 pro-people Congress government: S. Manohar

Bengaluru: MEI 
President and KPCC 
General Secretary S. 
Manohar said that, 
Congress government 
has been conducting good 
governance in the state 
for three years and is 
working very sincerely to 
deliver the guarantees to 
the people as promised.

Speaking after partici-
pating in a celebration 
program on the occasion 
of completion of three 
years of the Congress 
government in the 
Rajajinagar assembly 
constituency by distrib-
uting food, he said that

Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar have 
responded to the pain of 
the people with utmost 
sincerity in understand-
ing the problems of the 
people and delivering all 
the facilities that should 
be available to the people 
at their doorsteps. 

All the ministers of the 
government are working 
with utmost sincerity in 
delivering the projects 
coming under their 
department, it has 
already been proven that 
the Shakti Yojana is the 

most popular project in 
the entire country, the 
department is the only 
transport organization in 
the state of Karnataka 
where about 750 crore 
women have traveled for 
free and very safely, and 
the transport system of 
our Karnataka govern-
ment is a model for the 
entire nation, he said. 
The common people are 
continuously making 
good use of electricity by 
getting free electricity in 
the entire state with great 
happiness.He said that 
such pro-people projects 
are projects that are 
appreciated by the people 
for the welfare of the peo-
ple.

The women of every 
family are using this 
money for their other 
projects through the 
Grihalakshmi Yojana 
brought for women, and 
they are expressing their 
open feelings and happi-
ness that the housing 
project has benefited us 
and our families in the 
entire country.

BWSSB Shines on Global Stage at Madrid’s Global Water 
Summit 2026; Secures Place Among World’s Top 5 Utilities

MADRID / BENGALURU : In 
a landmark global recognition 
for urban water governance in 
India, the Bangalore Water 
Supply and Sewerage Board 
(BWSSB) has emerged as one of 
the Top 5 water utilities in the 
world at the prestigious Global 
Water Summit 2026 being held in 
Madrid, Spain. BWSSB has cre-
ated history by becoming the 
only Indian water utility to 
secure a place among the global 
Top 5 in three major categories, 
earning widespread apprecia-
tion for Bengaluru’s innovative 
and sustainable water manage-
ment practices.

Global Recognition for 
Bengaluru’s “Five Pillars” 
Model

BWSSB’s integrated approach 
towards water conservation, 
wastewater recycling, reuse, and 
sustainable urban water gover-
nance, popularly referred to as 
its “Five Pillars” strategy, 
received significant internation-
al attention at the summit.

The Board was recognized for 
its contribution towards achiev-
ing the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal-6 
(SDG-6) — ensuring clean water 
and sanitation for all. In this 
category, BWSSB featured along-
side globally reputed utilities 
including:

- Aguas Nuevas – Chile
- Indah Water Konsortium – 

Malaysia
- SANASA – Brazil
- Sanepar of Paraná – Brazil
BWSSB was also listed among 

the Top 5 globally for the presti-
gious “Utility of the Year” cate-
gory, considered one of the high-
est recognitions in the interna-
tional water sector. The recogni-
tion was based on the Board’s 
performance over the past three 
years in areas including urban 
water supply, sanitation man-
agement, technology adoption, 
infrastructure expansion, and 
sustainable utility governance.

Other global utilities in the 
category included:

- Mouton Niguel water district 
of Southern California.

- Sabesp in Sao Paulo
- National Water company 

(NWC), Saudi arabia

BWSSB’s presence among 
these globally renowned institu-
tions is being seen as a major 
achievement for India’s urban 
infrastructure sector.

BWSSB’s flagship Cauvery 
Stage-V Drinking Water Project, 
implemented to address 
Bengaluru’s growing water 
demand, also secured a place 
among the Top 5 global projects 
under the “Water Project of the 
Year” category. The project was 
recognized alongside major 
international infrastructure 
projects including: - Haikou 
Jiangdong New Area Water 
Treatment Plant – China

- Advanced Ultrafiltration 

Plant, Surat – India
- Upper Wawa Bulk Water 

Project – Philippines
- Zrenjanin Water Treatment 

Plant – Serbia
The recognition highlights 

Bengaluru’s emergence as a 
global case study in large-scale 
urban water management and 
infrastructure transformation.

BWSSB Chairman Dr. Ram 
Prasath Manohar, IAS, who rep-
resented the utility at the sum-
mit, held discussions with lead-
ing global experts, policymak-
ers, and utility heads on 
Bengaluru’s evolving water 
management strategies.

International delegates appre-
ciated Bengaluru’s efforts in 
implementing sustainable and 
technology-driven water initia-
tives despite the challenges faced 
by one of the world’s fastest-
growing metropolitan cities. 
Speaking on the achievement, 
Dr. Ram Prasath Manohar said: 
“ Under the visionary leadership 
of Chief MinisterSiddaramaiah 
& Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, BWSSB has been 
implementing transformative 
and sustainable water manage-
ment initiatives as part of the 
larger ‘Brand Bengaluru’ vision. 
This global recognition is a 
strong endorsement of 
Bengaluru’s emergence as a for-
ward-looking global city com-
mitted to water security and sus-
tainability. BWSSB remains 
dedicated to delivering world-
class services to the citizens of 
Bengaluru.”
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Two tragic deaths have captured mainstream media atten-
tion over the last week. The stories of 33-year-old MBA gradu-
ate, Twisha Sharma, in Bhopal, and 24-year-old Deepika
Nagar in Greater Noida, have jarred the national conscience.
What is more concerning is the structural reality these high-
light.
The two cases reveal a profound statistical paradox. In India,
despite rising female educational attainment, courtships, and
affluent urban societies, the data concerning fatal spousal
violence is on an increasing high. There is a massive chasm
between population-level prevalence surveys and actual
administrative crime records. A Handful Of Registered Cases
Around 5,700 dowry deaths occur annually in India. As many
as 31.9% of ever-married women in India experience physi-
cal, sexual, or emotional spousal violence, as per NFHS-5. But
only around 1.20 lakh cases are registered annually under
"cruelty by husband or relatives".
Cross-referencing the population-level prevalence against the
administrative records of the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) reveals an acute statistical anomaly. The
NFHS-5 Help Seeking Behaviour Dataset points out that only
1% of the women who face abuse ever approach legal institu-
tions. Therefore, NCRB data cannot be taken as a measure
for dowry deaths or spousal violence. It does not track crime
prevalence. It merely highlights institutional friction.
Education No Bar
The Bhopal and Greater Noida incidents challenge the myth
that capital, professional independence, or urban relocation
can protect women from domestic fatalities. The stratifica-
tion of data across geographic layers in the NFHS-5 Socio-eco-
nomic Profile disproves this very narrative.
The data show that intimate partner violence is highly per-
sistent across different landscapes. It stands at a rate of 34%
in rural areas and 27% in urban centres. The margin
between the two is quite narrow. This proves that urban
migration does not offer drastic cultural immunity to vic-
tims. While relocating to new cities is often viewed as a path
toward modernisation, it frequently cuts off immediate phys-
ical safety nets and familial protection, creating a localised
panopticon of domestic control.
Furthermore, while the physical threat remains constant
across economic classes, the financial mechanics scale up
dramatically in wealthy circles. The shadow economy of
marital transactions thrives under the guise of high-profile
weddings. NFHS data shows that women belonging to the
lowest (~13,270 women out of 72,056 surveyed) and highest
(~13,276 out of 72,056 surveyed) wealth quintiles have equally
been exposed to physical violence. It is pertinent to note that
the Greater Noida tragedy involves a similar layer of severe,
ongoing dowry harassment, which was tied to substantial
financial demands. This shows that high educational back-
grounds fail to alter deep-seated domestic prejudices.
The Never-Ending Judicial Pipeline
The criminal justice pipeline is highly inefficient. A domestic
violence survivor or a grieving family must wait for a long
time to achieve legal redress. This is evident as per the NCRB
Court Disposal Datasets, where only 2.03% of the total num-
ber of cases for trial were convicted in 2022. Some 6,160 dowry
death cases were sent for trial in 2022, when 60,577 cases were
already present for trial, which is massive. Out of these, only
a minuscule 1,231 cases reached the conviction stage, and
2,189 cases were acquitted. 

Elon Musk has experienced many
setbacks in his extraordinary
career. His rockets have exploded,
his Tesla cars have malfunctioned,
regulators in several countries have
confronted him, investors have
sued him, and, more recently, he
had a huge public falling out with
President Trump. Yet, somehow,
through every trouble, Musk has
come out even more valuable than
money, and that is an image of
inevitability. That image has now
taken a hit. His recent courtroom
defeat against OpenAI and Sam
Altman will, of course, not damage
Tesla or slow SpaceX. But symboli-
cally, it could become one of the
defining moments in the history of
the artificial intelligence industry.
During the month-long, daily hear-
ings, it became increasingly clear
that the trial was about who gets to
control and then shape the future of
AI. In terms of long-term impor-
tance, I would place it alongside the
Strait of Hormuz crisis, though in
very different ways. Hormuz repre-
sents the fragility of the present
global economy because oil still
powers the modern world. Artificial
intelligence, meanwhile, represents
the architecture of the future econo-
my because data, algorithms and
machine intelligence may soon
shape everything from jobs and
warfare to education, medicine and
political power. One chokepoint
controls the energy of today. The
other may determine the AI systems
of tomorrow.   On Monday, a
California court rejected Musk's
claims against OpenAI, dealing a
major legal and reputational blow to
the world's richest man. Musk had
argued in his suit that OpenAI aban-
doned its founding mission as a non-
profit organisation dedicated to
building artificial intelligence for
the benefit of humanity. According
to Musk, Sam Altman and OpenAI
effectively transformed a charity
into a commercial empire closely
tied to Microsoft. He wanted dam-
ages worth $150 billion, restrictions
on OpenAI's transition into a for-
profit structure, and Altman
removed from the board. The court
was unconvinced. I followed the
trial almost daily, sometimes siding
with Musk, other times siding with
Altman. I knew the ruling could
shape how the AI industry evolves
over the next decade. In the short

term, the tech world is probably
breathing a sigh of relief. Beneath
the public fascination with Musk
versus Altman lay genuine industry
anxiety. Had Musk succeeded,
OpenAI's corporate structure could
have been destabilised just as the
global AI race enters its most com-
mercially explosive phase.
Remember What OpenAI Has
Become ChatGPT is not just a clever
chatbot. OpenAI sits at the centre of
a technological arms race involving
governments, corporations, mili-
taries, educational institutions,
media and financial markets. AI is
now viewed as potentially as trans-
formative as electricity, the internet
or the industrial revolution itself.
Whoever dominates foundational
AI systems could shape everything
from healthcare and education to
defence, finance, media and labour
markets, no doubt about that. The
numbers involved are staggering.
Microsoft alone has invested bil-
lions into OpenAI. Nvidia's valua-
tion in recent months has exploded
because of AI demand. Google is
reorganising itself around AI.
Amazon, Meta, Apple and even gov-
ernments from Washington to
Beijing are pouring extraordinary
resources into the sector. Against
this backdrop, the last thing

investors wanted was legal uncer-
tainty surrounding the most influ-
ential AI company on the planet.
The verdict has given OpenAI
breathing room. It has reassured
markets that the company's struc-
ture and commercial trajectory are
unlikely to be derailed immediately
by courtroom battles. That matters
enormously because AI develop-
ment depends on staggering
amounts of capital. It is estimated
that building frontier models
requires vast computing infrastruc-
ture, energy consumption, talent
acquisition and data processing.
This is no longer a garage-startup
industry. It is industrial-scale tech-
nology, which demands investor
confidence. That is why many with-
in Silicon Valley quietly preferred
stability over Musk's legal crusade,
even if some privately sympathised
with parts of his argument. Because
Musk was not entirely wrong about
the broader issue he raised. How It
All Began OpenAI began in 2015 as a
non-profit initiative with lofty lan-
guage about benefiting humanity
and avoiding a dangerous concen-
tration of AI power. Musk himself
helped launch it partly out of con-
cern that Google could monopolise
advanced artificial intelligence. But
over time, OpenAI evolved into

something very different: a heavily
commercialised enterprise deeply
integrated with Microsoft and
increasingly centralised around
immense corporate power. The
organisation, founded partly to pre-
vent AI concentration, may now
represent one of the largest concen-
trations of AI capability in human
history. That tension is not going
away simply because Musk lost. In
fact, the case exposed something
much deeper about the future of AI.
The public conversation around
artificial intelligence still revolves
around ethics, safety and existential
risks. Politicians talk about regula-
tion. Executives speak about
responsibility. Researchers warn
about bias and misinformation. But
what about the ownership? Who
owns the future? Who controls the
models? Who controls the data? That
is the real battle now unfolding. For
all his eccentricity and theatrics,
Musk recognised early that AI
would become the defining econom-
ic and geopolitical force of the 21st
century. His warnings about AI
were never merely rhetorical. He
understood that whoever dominates
advanced AI systems could eventu-
ally shape entire industries, labour
markets, political systems and even
military capabilities. Which

explains why he later launched xAI,
his own artificial intelligence com-
pany. Musk And His Fear Of Losing
Influence Musk projected himself in
court as a betrayed idealist trying to
defend OpenAI's original mission.
But he is also now a direct competi-
tor to OpenAI through xAI. That
duality complicated his case politi-
cally and morally. Critics argued he
was less concerned about humanity
and more concerned about losing
influence over the most important
technology platform of the future.
And both things are true simultane-
ously. The courtroom battle
revealed something uncomfortable
about modern Silicon Valley: even
its ideological wars increasingly
revolve around market dominance.
A decade ago, technology leaders
spoke like evangelists about liberal
values, openness, democratisation
and changing the world. Today, AI
increasingly resembles a geopoliti-
cal resource similar to oil, nuclear
technology or semiconductor manu-
facturing. Nations want control over
it. Corporations want monopolies
around it. Investors want exposure
to it. Open-source idealism is slowly
colliding with trillion-dollar incen-
tives. The Musk-Altman feud sym-
bolises that transformation perfect-
ly. And what about Musk himself? In
the short term, this is clearly a set-
back. The loss adds to a growing list
of courtroom defeats and legal frus-
trations. Recent years have seen
Musk lose cases involving Twitter
investors, advertisers and former
executives while regulators contin-
ue scrutinising aspects of his busi-
ness empire. The aura of legal invin-
cibility around him has weakened.
Don't Write Him Off - Yet However,
one lesson repeated endlessly
throughout his career is that he
rarely retreats after defeat. If any-
thing, setbacks seem to energise
him. Legal experts already expect
appeals, and Musk himself has pub-
licly attacked the ruling and sig-
nalled he intends to continue fight-
ing. Could he eventually knock on
the doors of the US Supreme Court?
Possibly, though success there
appears uncertain. The bigger chal-
lenge for Musk is not merely legal
but structural. OpenAI today is no
longer a vulnerable startup. It sits
inside a vast ecosystem of corporate
alliances, government relationships
and financial backing. 

"Red and Gold, Play Bold"
screamed loud across the
serene tracks of the Centre
of Excellence in Bengaluru
as one made their way past
the Rohan Bopanna Tennis
Academy and the tranquil
swimming pool within the
complex. Inside were lead-
ers, the makers of RCB, the
world of sport, and, of
course, the energy magnet -
Virat Kohli, who arrived as
the final act. In a well-lit
foyer leading to the hall of
greats and leaders stood
giant blowouts of the men's
and women's teams that
have tasted IPL and WPL
success. The women have
done it twice; the men are
now gearing up to follow
suit. Mo Bobat, RCB's
Director of Cricket, helped
explain the mindset after
the franchise became the
first team to qualify for the
playoffs this season. "The
IPL is a very tough compe-
tition. You've got ten fan-
tastic teams who have all
played good cricket and
have strong records. But
we tell ourselves - why
can't we be the third team
to win back-to-back? That's
been our focus. You are
always playing this inter-
nal game. The obsession is
always around how we
play our cricket." "We are
always hunting for the best
version of ourselves,"
Bobat said on the sidelines
of the summit. "There is a
lot more fun chasing some-
thing than being chased.
We want the players and
support staff to understand
the mindset we need - that
we haven't climbed our
Everest yet or achieved
everything we set out to.
We're only just getting

started. "That doesn't mean
we take things lightly or
disrespect the competition.
We know how difficult it is
to win the things we're try-
ing to win. But that's the
mindset we want to
embrace." Tuesday felt like
the annual Virat Kohli day
- or rather, RCB day. For
the past three years, the
RCB Innovation Lab
Indian Sports Summit,
powered by Leaders, has
reminded those with a
ringside view of just how
far the franchise - and
Kohli - have travelled. It
was a moment for reflec-
tion, a temporary oasis
amid the high-octane IPL
season. This year, sand-
wiched between qualifica-
tion and their final league
game against Sunrisers
Hyderabad, the summit felt
like a strategic time-out in
the IPL calendar.
Franchises that have quali-
fied for the playoffs this
season are recalibrating in
their own ways. While
'process' remains an oft-
used term in sport, RCB
has pivoted slightly, focus-
ing instead on "harnessing
shared energies" - essen-
tially trusting individuals
to manage their own ener-
gy. That is where the cul-
ture conversation begins.
"Leaders need the emotion-
al and mental strength to
keep others motivated. But
that also raises a fair ques-
tion - is there a downside to
constantly carrying that
responsibility? If everyone
depends on your energy, it
can become exhausting and
create pressure," Bobat
said. "That's why it's impor-
tant to manage your own
energy and limits.

Personally, I'm highly driv-
en and willing to push
myself hard to achieve suc-
cess. But I've learned that
not everyone is willing - or
able - to make the same sac-
rifices, and that's complete-
ly okay." When Bobat tran-
sitioned from his role as
England's Performance
Director to Director of
Cricket at RCB in 2023,
after 12 years in that posi-
tion, his remit evolved
from building England's
talent pipeline to helping
RCB's high-performing
group achieve its ultimate
goal - winning the title -
while ensuring the shirt
did not weigh heavily on
younger players. After 17
years without a title, the
franchise had to confront
an uncomfortable question:
why? That demanded
humility - a willingness to
examine shortcomings at
both individual and organi-
sational levels. RCB had
done many things right:
building a massive fan
base, housing iconic play-
ers, and creating unforget-
table moments. But the tro-
phy remained elusive. The
first step, then, was learn-
ing from failure. One key
shift came in squad build-
ing. Historically, RCB
revolved around a few
superstars, with success
hinging heavily on their
performance. To become a
championship-winning
side, the franchise needed
balance - talent and experi-
ence spread more evenly
across the squad. Off the
field, changes were equally
significant. A phrase often
associated with England's
football team - "the shirt
weighs heavy" - resonated

at RCB. New players
appeared burdened by the
franchise's past failures
and the pressure to deliver
a first title. A major focus,
therefore, was removing
that weight and freeing
players from that burden.
The question shifted from
"When will we finally win?"
to "Why not us?" Once that
belief took hold, the obses-
sion turned to clarity - how
they wanted to play their
cricket. The transforma-
tion was not driven by mar-
quee signings or sweeping
personnel changes. Instead,
data became central to deci-
sion-making. "I get asked
about this often, and my
response is that we are not
'data-driven' - we are 'data-
informed'," Bobat
explained. "There's an
important difference. "The
focus shouldn't be entirely
on data, but on judgment
and decision-making.
Ultimately, people like
myself, Andy, Rajat and the
senior players make the big
calls. If you want to make
elite decisions, you need
strong information to sup-
port that judgment. "Data is
one source - but experience,
instinct and intuition are
equally important. It's
about balancing the human
and analytical sides. In the
end, it's the quality of the
decisions that matters."
Data has influenced their
match-by-match thinking,
auction strategy and oppo-
sition analysis. A key fig-
ure in this transformation
has been Freddie Wilde,
whose work with CricViz
helped Bobat, Andy Flower
and Dinesh Karthik buy
into a more structured ana-
lytical approach. 

Elon Musk Might Just Have Lost The

Most Important Case Of His Career

How Royal Challengers Bengaluru

Transformed Itself Into A Winning Machine

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari has signalled a
clear political intention to
expose what he describes as a
system of corruption, vio-
lence, lawlessness, and voter
suppression allegedly built
under former Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
nephew Abhishek Banerjee,
along with those associated
with them. He made these
remarks at Diamond
Harbour, Abhishek
Banerjee's own political con-
stituency. Choosing that loca-
tion for his first political rally
as Chief Minister carried an
unmistakable message.
Addressing the gathering, he
said: "Respected Bhaipo
Babu, yesterday I obtained
property lease documents
from the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation. The company
Leaps and Bounds alone has
twenty-four properties in
Kolkata." Continuing his
attack, he added, "You have a
palace-like office in Amtala.
Do we not know what people
like Jahangir Khan and oth-
ers did with the support of the
police?" He said this while
speaking at a party workers'
meeting in Falta, an assem-
bly segment under Abhishek
Banerjee's Diamond Harbour
parliamentary constituency,
where a by-election is sched-
uled for May 21. But an
important question arises
here. Is this only about the
Falta by-election, or does the
BJP have a broader political
plan behind these attacks?
The answer appears to go
much deeper than a single by-
election. At this stage, the
BJP's immediate objective
seems to be to dismantle the
carefully built public image
of both Mamata Banerjee and

Abhishek Banerjee. Over the
years, a particular perception
has been created around
them, and the BJP now wants
to challenge that perception
directly. Their message to
voters appears to be simple:
you believed a myth, now we
are presenting what we call
reality. The strategy can per-
haps be understood better
through Bengal's own politi-
cal history. Take the case of
Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy.
Although he was not West
Bengal's first Chief Minister,
that distinction belonged to
Prafulla Chandra Ghosh,
who served for a brief period.
Bidhan Roy eventually
became one of the defining
figures of Bengal's political
history. He is still remem-
bered as the architect of mod-
ern Bengal. Durgapur was
developed under him. Salt
Lake was conceptualised
under his vision. He also
believed that satellite town-
ships should be built so that
people would not have to
migrate in large numbers
into Kolkata, creating exces-

sive urban congestion.
Projects such as Kalyani and
alternative urban centres
were imagined as part of a
larger vision. Even today,
Bidhan Roy's image remains
largely untouched. Then
came Jyoti Basu. During
Bidhan Roy's tenure, Jyoti
Basu served as leader of the
opposition. He built a distinct
image of his own. Educated
in London as a barrister, he
gave up a comfortable life and
embraced Communist poli-
tics. He went to jail, joined
movements, and acquired a
reputation as a principled
leader. But over time, cir-
cumstances changed. The
Left Front remained in power
for thirty-four years. During
Jyoti Basu's later years, par-
ticularly toward the end of his
second term, allegations of
police excesses, anti-social
activity, and local strongman
politics began surfacing.
These issues, which are com-
monly discussed today, had
already started appearing
during the Left era. Before
the Left Front, there had

been the United Front gov-
ernment under Ajay
Mukherjee. Jyoti Basu had
then served as deputy Chief
Minister and had himself
raised questions over law
and order issues. He had pub-
licly clashed with Ajay
Mukherjee over political vio-
lence involving Congress
and CPM workers. As time
passed, Jyoti Basu's public
image began to change. A
section of Bengal's media
started campaigns against
him. Among them, the
Bartaman newspaper
became particularly signifi-
cant because it openly sup-
ported Mamata Banerjee.
Mamata Banerjee gradually
emerged as a fresh political
force. She was portrayed as
an honest fighter, someone
willing to struggle against an
entrenched system. Many
senior Congress leaders,
such as Ashok Sen, Pranab
Mukherjee, Priyoranjan
Dasmunsi, Barkat Gani
Khan Choudhury, and
Somen Mitra, had held major
positions. 

Jyoti Basu To 'Bhaipo': BJP's New

Bengal Strategy Turns To Image Politics

eeditorial
Why India's Wealthiest

Women Are Still Dying In
'Respectable' Marriages
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HHyderabad :
MioPods.Space on
Wednesday, May 20, said
it has launched on-
demand privacy work-
spaces at Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in
Hyderabad. The MioPods
allow travellers to
instantly reserve and
access a one-person
workspace through a QR-
based system, the startup
said in a release.
Founded by Vikas
Sethia, the startup was
envisioned to create a
focused and seamless
travel experience for
modern professionals
who often juggle meet-
ings, calls, presenta-
tions, and travel sched-
ules right up to boarding.
By transforming the
45–60 minutes before a
flight into a “sprint cal-
endar of calls and meet-
ings,” MioPods enables
travellers to complete
priority tasks, make

important decisions, or
use transit time with
greater focus and produc-
tivity, it said.
Manufactured in
Chennai, each MioPods
unit is designed with
“acoustic calibration,
intelligent ventilation,

ambient lighting, inte-
grated charging ports,
ergonomic seating, and
IoT-enabled systems” to
support uninterrupted
work and conversations
in high-traffic environ-
ments such as airports,
the release added. 

Hyderabad, 20th May 2026:
Hindustan Zinc Limited
(BSE: 500188 & NSE: HINDZ-
INC), the world’s largest
integrated zinc producer
and one of the top global sil-
ver producers, hosted Shri
G. Kishan Reddy, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Coal and
Mines, Government of
India, at its Rajpura Dariba
Complex in Rajasthan. The
visit included a holistic tour
of the company’s Sindesar
Khurd Mine, one of the
world’s largest silver-pro-
ducing and technologically
advanced underground
mines, and Dariba Smelting
Complex, a state-of-the-art
smelting facility.
With an annual refined
metal production capacity of
over 1.1 million tonnes,
Hindustan Zinc plays a
strategic role in strengthen-
ing India’s mineral security
and domestic metals ecosys-
tem. The visit highlighted
the growing strategic impor-
tance of India’s mining and
metals sector in securing
the raw materials required
for the country’s infrastruc-
ture expansion, manufac-
turing growth, energy tran-

sition and emerging tech-
nologies. Metals such as
zinc, lead and silver are crit-
ical for sectors including
steel galvanization, renew-
able energy, electric mobili-
ty, electronics, defence and
advanced manufacturing.
As India moves towards
becoming a globally compet-
itive self-sufficient manufac-
turing and industrial econo-
my under Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, the
development of large-scale,
technology-driven and glob-
ally competitive mining
operations will play a vital

role in reducing import
dependence, strengthening
mineral security and
unlocking long-term eco-
nomic value for the nation.
Hon’ble Minister was
accompanied by Mr. Arun
Misra, CEO of Hindustan
Zinc, Mr. Vivek Bajpai,
Joint Secretary - Ministry of
Mines, along with the com-
pany’s senior leadership
team during the visit.
During the visit, the Hon’ble
Minister undertook an
underground visit to
Sindesar Khurd Mine,
which stands as a bench-
mark in underground min-
ing through its scale, silver-

rich ore body and technolo-
gy-led practices focused on
safety, productivity and
operational excellence. He
visited the product gallery
and was briefed through a
special video and presenta-
tion on the mine’s history,
capacity, safety systems,
paste filling and tele-remote
operations. He also visited
the control room and
reviewed remote-operated
equipment, witnessing the
company’s technology-led
approach to safer and more
efficient underground min-
ing. The Hon’ble Minister
also witnessed a live demon-
stration by India’s first
women mine rescue team,
recognising the company’s
efforts towards inclusion,
capability-building and safe-
ty excellence in mining
operations. He interacted
with 54 Zinc Ratna contract
workers, women mining
engineers and other employ-
ees during lunch at the
Sindesar Khurd Mine can-
teen, acknowledging their
contribution to Hindustan
Zinc’s operational excel-
lence and India’s mining
growth story.

Hindustan Zinc Hosts Union Minister Shri G. Kishan

Reddy at Rajpura Dariba Complex; Showcases

Responsible Mining, Technology and Community Impact

Rome: India and Italy on
Wednesday, May 20, upgrad-
ed their ties to a special
strategic partnership and
reaffirmed the shared objec-
tive of expanding bilateral
trade to Euro 20 billion by
2029 as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni held wide-ranging
talks to expand bilateral rela-
tions in the face of increasing
geopolitical upheavals. The
two leaders expressed “deep
concern” over the situation
in the West and its effects in
the region as well as the rest
of the world, while underlin-
ing the importance of de-
escalation, dialogue and
diplomacy for a lasting peace
in the region. They also
called for freedom of naviga-
tion and the resumption of
shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz. Modi landed in
Rome on Tuesday in the
fourth and final leg of his
European tour that was
aimed at exploring ways to
shore up cooperation in a
range of areas, including
defence and security, trade
and investment, critical tech-
nologies and energy. In their
talks, Modi and Meloni
agreed to leverage the oppor-
tunities from the India-EU
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

that was firmed up in
January and called for its
early implementation. “I am
delighted that we are upgrad-
ing our relations to a special
strategic partnership,” Modi
said in his media statement.
“The India-Italy Joint
Strategic Action Plan 2025-29
provides a practical and
futuristic framework for our
partnership. We are pro-
gressing on it in a timely
manner. Through our joint
efforts, bilateral trade is rap-
idly moving towards the tar-
get of 20 billion euros,” he

said. The India and Italy
bilateral trade volume in 2025
was around Euro 14.25 bil-
lion. In her comments,
Meloni underlined the
importance of having free-
dom of navigation in the
Indo-Pacific, a region that
has witnessed growing
Chinese military muscle-
flexing. The Italian prime
minister also made a men-
tion of the elevation of India-
Italy ties to special strategic
partnership from the exist-
ing strategic partnership and
said the relationship is now

capable of “realising its
fullest potential”. In a signifi-
cant move, the two sides also
agreed to establish a foreign
ministers-led mechanism to
review the India-Italy Joint
Strategic Action Plan 2025-29
and provide strategic guid-
ance to the special strategic
partnership. Both Modi and
Meloni agreed to further
expand collaboration in
trade and investment,
defence and security, science
and technology, research and
innovation, space, energy, AI
and critical technologies,

education, culture and peo-
ple-to-people ties, according
to the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA). “Technology
and innovation are the
engines of our partnership.
There is immense potential
for our cooperation in areas
like AI, quantum, space and
civil nuclear energy,” Modi
said. “We are working on the
India-Italy Innovation
Centre to connect the start-
ups, research centres, and
industries of both countries.”
The prime minister said
close cooperation between
the two countries in the
defence and security sector is
a symbol of “deep mutual
trust”. “Cooperation is
increasing between the
defence industries of both
countries as well as between
our militaries. Our defence
industrial roadmap has
paved the way for co-develop-
ment and co-production,” he
said. The two prime minis-
ters welcomed the adoption
of a Joint Declaration of
Intent and a Defence
Industrial Roadmap, which
will promote partnerships
for technological coopera-
tion, co-production and co-
development projects,
including helicopters, naval
platforms, marine armament
and electronic warfare. 

India, Italy upgrade ties to

special strategic partnership

Hyderabad, India, May 20,
2026 – Dr. Reddy’s
Laboratories Ltd. (BSE:
500124, NSE: DRREDDY,
NYSE: RDY, NSEIFSC:
DRREDDY; along with its
subsidiaries together
referred to as “Dr.
Reddy’s”), a global phar-
maceutical company, today
announced the launch of
its oral semaglutide
biosimilar, indicated for
type 2 diabetes mellitus.
Dr. Reddy’s oral semaglu-
tide is available in tablet
form under the brand
name Obeda® in India.
This launch follows Dr.
Reddy’s recent generic
Semaglutide injection
launches in India and
Canada, further establish-
ing the company’s position
as a full-stack player in
GLP-1 therapies.
As per the ICMR-INDIAB
study, India represents one
of the world’s largest dia-
betes burdens with over
101 million adults living
with the condition and a
prevalence of 11.4%.
Alarmingly, nearly 136 mil-
lion individuals are predia-
betic, and close to 40% of
adults have abdominal obe-
sity, placing them at high

risk of progression.
Despite multiple treatment
options, uncontrolled type
2 diabetes remains a signif-
icant challenge. Oral
semaglutide, a Glucagon-
Like Peptide-1 receptor
agonist (GLP-1 RA), is indi-
cated as an adjunct to diet
and exercise to improve
glycaemic control in adults
with type 2 diabetes. It can
offer convenient, and flexi-
ble option which may sup-
port earlier treatment initi-
ation, improving adher-
ence and helping reduce
the risk of long-term com-
plications. Dr. Reddy’s
Obeda® (semaglutide

tablets) is formulated using
recombinant DNA (rDNA)
origin of semaglutide
active pharmaceutical
ingredient (API). Dr.
Reddy’s obtained approval
for its oral semaglutide
biosimilar from the
CDSCO following a review
of a Phase III clinical study
enrolling 288 participants
with type 2 diabetes melli-
tus conducted in India,
which demonstrated non-
inferior efficacy and a safe-
ty profile comparable to
the innovator oral drug.
Similar results were seen
for fasting and post-prandi-
al plasma glucose, weight

loss, and overall glycemic
control, as measured by the
proportion of participants
achieving an HbA1c level
below 7% at 12 and 24
weeks. Further, no anti-
drug antibodies were
detected, and the immuno-
genicity profile was compa-
rable to that of the innova-
tor drug. Dr. Reddy’s
Obeda® (semaglutide
tablets) is available in 3
mg, 7 mg and 14 mg
strengths and recommend-
ed for once-daily oral use.
It is priced at Rs. 99, Rs. 135,
and Rs. 225 per tablet for
the 3 mg, 7 mg, and 14 mg
doses, respectively.

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories Announces Launch of Oral

Semaglutide Biosimilar ‘Obeda®’ (tablets) in India 

New Delhi, 20 May 2026: Maruti
Suzuki India Limited (“Maruti
Suzuki”) has set up Smart Factory
Lab at the Government
Polytechnic College, Lucknow, as
part of its ongoing commitment to
skill development and
industry–academia collaboration.
In the inaugural year, around 400#
students at the Government
Polytechnic College Lucknow, will
be trained in the Smart Factory
Lab. Established under the
Company’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative,
the Smart Factory Lab aims to
empower diploma students with
hands-on training in advanced
manufacturing technologies rele-
vant to the evolving needs of the
automotive and manufacturing
sectors.
The facility is designed to provide
practical exposure to modern pro-
duction systems, helping bridge
the gap between academic learn-
ing and industry requirements.
Through this initiative, Maruti
Suzuki seeks to inculcate the right
mindset required by the industry,
enhance employability, strength-
en technical competencies, and
prepare students to emerge as

industry-ready professionals, con-
tributing to a future-ready work-
force. Speaking on this initiative,
Mr. Rahul Bharti, Senior
Executive Officer, Corporate
Affairs, Maruti Suzuki India
Limited, said, “Skill development
is a core pillar of Maruti Suzuki’s
CSR initiative. By upgrading facil-
ities into Smart Factory Labs, we
are building future-ready profes-
sionals in alignment with the
Government of India’s Skill India
mission. These labs will provide
experiential learning opportuni-
ties to meet the evolving needs of
the manufacturing sector, min-
imise the skill gap, and instil con-

fidence in students in using indus-
try-specific equipments.” He
added, “Alongside upgrading facil-
ities at Government colleges,
Maruti Suzuki has also set up four
Japan India Institute for
Manufacturing (JIM), a collabora-
tion between the governments of
Japan and India. JIMs impart
advanced manufacturing tech-
niques, hands-on learning, and
efficient shop-floor management
practices based on Japanese man-
ufacturing principles and soft
skills required to make students
industry-ready.” The state-of-the-
art laboratories provide students
with hands-on exposure to

advanced, industry-relevant tech-
nologies, including automation,
Industry 4.0[i], Industrial Internet
of Things (IIoT), pneumatics, ener-
gy measurement, and motion con-
trol systems. Designed to replicate
real-world manufacturing envi-
ronments, the labs aim to
strengthen practical learning and
technical proficiency among diplo-
ma students. Under the guidance
of Maruti Suzuki experts, students
will be able to effectively bridge
the gap between classroom learn-
ing and shop-floor applications,
equipping them with the skills
required for future-ready careers
in smart manufacturing.

Maruti Suzuki sets up state­of­the­art Smart Factory

Lab at Government Polytechnic College in Lucknow

Hyderabad: Southwest
Airlines, one of the largest
airlines in the United
States, launched a global
innovation centre in
Hyderabad on Wednesday,
May 20. This marks the air-
line’s first-ever innovation
centre outside the United
States. The facility was
inaugurated by Telangana
Minister for Industries and
Commerce Duddilla
Sridhar Babu. It will serve
as a strategic hub within
the company’s global net-
work, supporting technolo-
gy, engineering, and enter-
prise capabilities that
enable secure, scalable and
future-ready aviation oper-
ations, a release stated.
The centre will employ over
1,000 high-skilled profes-

sionals across deeptech,
artificial intelligence (AI),
machine learning (ML),
data science, data analytics,
digital engineering, cyber-
security, enterprise plat-
forms, digital operations
and product development
fields. Discussing the com-
pany’s long-term growth
plans in Hyderabad,
Sridhar Babu informed sen-
ior leaders that the city is
steadily emerging as a
strategic centre where avia-
tion, space-tech, defence
and deep-tech are converg-
ing at scale. ”Over the last
year, Hyderabad has contin-
ued to attract a series of
landmark global invest-
ments and first-of-their-
kind innovation centres.
BASF established its first

centre outside Germany in
Hyderabad, while
Vanguard chose the city for
its first Global Capability
Centre in India. Marriott
International established
its first India GCC here,
HCA Healthcare launched
its first innovation centre in
Hyderabad, and Hartford
selected the city for its first
India presence.” Sridhar
Babu said. Lauren Woods,
Executive Vice President
and Chief Information
Officer, Southwest Airlines,
also acknowledged
Hyderabad as one of the
deepest analytics, engineer-
ing and innovation talent
pools in the world, making
the city an ideal location for
the next phase of the firm’s
journey. 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES LAUNCH­

ES FIRST OVERSEAS 

INNOVATION HUB IN HYDERABAD

MioPods launches on­demand

privacy workspaces at

Hyderabad Airport 
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Raw King Manchu
Manoj’s upcoming
pan-India period
action spectacle

David Reddy has official-
ly revealed its teaser
today. Celebrating the
phenomenal actor, mak-
ers unveiled a powerful
glimpse that introduces
David Reddy and it's
world.
It opens with British offi-
cials discussing ways to
suppress Gandhi’s move-
ment before transitioning
into intense moments
from the freedom strug-
gle. As the British search
for someone capable of
opposing Gandhi, an offi-
cer introduces David
Reddy.
Manoj appears in a fierce
and rugged avatar that
instantly grabs attention,
while Maria
Ryaboshapka’s character
adds an emotional layer
through her scenes with
him. Feared by the
British, David Reddy
earns the title “Rakshas
Reddy.”
Mounted on a lavish
scale, the story is set
between 1897 and 1920
during British rule and
revolves around a fear-
less warrior who rises
against the British
Empire. The teaser
impresses with its power-
ful action episodes, while
Ujwal Kulkarni’s sharp
editing enhances the
intensity.
Ravi Basrur’s electrifying
background score further
elevates the visuals, and
the detailed sets, artwork,

and props authentically
recreate the pre-inde-
pendence period.  Set
against the British era,
David Reddy is being
made as a grand pan-
India intense action
drama in Telugu, Hindi,
Tamil, Malayalam, and
Kannada.
Starring Manoj Manchu
in the lead role alongside
Maria Ryaboshapka, the
film also features Ramya

K r i s h n a n ,
Samuthirakani, Abhay
Deol, and Kanchana in
pivotal roles. The film is
slated for a theatrical
release during Dussehra
2026. Produced by
Nallagangula Venkat
Reddy and Bharat
Motukuri under Velvet
Soul Motion Pictures and
True Radix, the film is
directed by Hanuma
Reddy Yakkanti.

DAVID REDDY TEASER:

MANCHU MANOJ BIRTHDAY

SPECIAL BANGER

e-Man and The
Masters of the
Universe is set to
release in India in

English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, and Malayalam.
While the English trailer had
already given fans an excit-
ing glimpse into the world of
Eternia, the newly released
Telugu trailer comes with a
major surprise for audiences.
The makers have revealed
that Nikhil Siddhartha
(Karthikeya, Karthikeya 2
and Spy) is stepping behind
the mic to lend his voice to
He-Man in the Telugu ver-
sion of the film.
Joining him is Aditya Menon
(Pushpa 2: The Rule, Billa
and Karthikeya 2) who voices
the menacing Skeletor, while
Rao Ramesh (Pushpa 2: The
Rule, The Girlfriend,
Anaganaga Oka Raju) lends
his voice to Duncan. The
powerful voice cast adds a
fresh layer of excitement to
the Telugu version, making

the battle for Eternia even
more epic for fans. Backed by
Amazon MGM Studios and
directed by Travis Knight,
He-Man and The Masters of
the Universe stars Nicholas

Galitzine as Prince Adam,
Camila Mendes as Teela, and
Jared Leto as Skeletor, with
Man-At-Arms played by Idris
Elba. The film also features
Alison Brie, Morena

Baccarin, and Kristen Wiig
as the voice of Roboto. The
film aims to bring one of pop
culture’s most iconic fantasy
worlds back to life for a new
generation.

urushaha is pro-
duced by Battula
Koteswara Rao under
the banner of Kalyan

Productions, and present-
ed by Battula Saraswathi.
With this film, Pavan
Kalyan Battula is being
introduced as the lead
actor. The movie is direct-
ed by Veeru Vulavala and
features Pavan Kalyan,
Saptagiri, Kasireddy Raj
Kumar, Rayancha
Kokkura, Vishika, and
Hasini Sudheer in key
roles. Purushaha is gear-
ing up for release on May
22. As part of promotional
activities, producer
Battula Koteswara Rao
interacted with the media.
Here are the highlights:

 TTell us about your back-
ground:

My name is Battula
Koteswara Rao. I’m from
Karampudi in Guntur dis-
trict. I have no prior con-
nection with the film
industry, but ever since I
entered this field, everyone
has been extremely sup-
portive. Coming into this
industry feels like a very
positive step for me.

 Why did you name your
son Pavan Kalyan?

After watching Gokulamlo
Seetha, I felt that Pawan
Kalyan garu would rise to
great heights. At that age, I
saw myself in him and
became a huge admirer. I

always wished that if I had
a son, I would name him
after Pawan Kalyan. And
coincidentally, during the
time of the film
Thammudu, my son was
born, and I named him
after him.

 Whose idea was it to
enter films?
I’ve always loved cinema.
My son used to be very shy
and introverted. Becoming
a hero was my dream, and I

wanted to fulfill it through
him. I also believed that his
shyness would go away
through this journey.
That’s why I introduced
him as a hero.

 Tell us about your associ-
ation with the director:
Before this project, we
were supposed to do a film
with a different director,
but it didn’t materialize.
Later, Satish Muthyala
garu introduced us to

Veeru garu. He narrated
the story, and I liked it a
lot. We converted our con-
struction office into our
film office.

 What aspects of
Purushaha did 
you like the most?
The story of Purushaha is
excellent. His narration
was also very unique. I par-
ticularly liked the love
story. This film will appeal
to audiences across all seg-
ments. I never wanted to
make a huge film just for
grandeur. My only wish
was for my son to over-
come his shyness and hesi-
tation. I didn’t make the
film for money and I’m not
expecting profits.

 Tell us about the char-
acters in the film:
VTV Ganesh garu’s role
will make everyone laugh.
He supported us a lot and
helped us immensely with
dates. Vennela Kishore
garu brings the main con-
flict in the story. 
Saptagiri delivered a fan-
tastic performance.
Kasireddy garu acted very
well. Our heroines not only
look beautiful but per-
formed well on screen.
Ananth Sriram garu’s role
is quite special.
As for my son, I won’t say
anything, audiences will
judge him after watching
the film.

 Tell us about the
music:

Shravan garu gave us won-
derful music. We’re lucky
that Keeravani garu sang a
song for us. The songs
released so far have
already received very good
response.

 How many theatres is
Purushaha releasing in?
We are releasing
Purushaha in around 300
theatres. From May 21st,
we are also planning pre-
mieres in both Telugu
states. Our film is made for
audiences to sit comfort-
ably in theatres and enjoy
every moment.

 Did you face any chal-
lenges during this journey?
Throughout Purushaha,
everyone, from car drivers
to light men, supported us
wholeheartedly. They
treated our money as if it
were their own and never
troubled us for anything.
This entire journey felt
very smooth. Contrary to
what people say, I didn’t
experience any negativity
or bad environment in the
industry.

 What about your next
projects?
I made a promise to my son
long ago that I would pro-
duce three films for him. If
he proves himself as a hero
by then, great. If not, I told
him we would return to
our village and continue
farming. But within my
capacity, I will definitely
make three films for him.

He­Man and The Masters of the Universe

Telugu Trailer Reveals Nikhil Siddhartha as the

Voice of He­Man, Aditya Menon as Skeleton

amani Kalyanam is a
heart-touching movie
with good emotions
and entertainment. We

request everyone to watch it
in theaters on May 22nd and
support it: Hero Surya
Vasishtha & team at the trail-
er & pre-release event
Ramani Kalyanam is a feel-
good entertainer directed by
Vijay Adireddy with Surya
Vasishtha and Deepshika as
the lead heroines. Vijay
Adireddy and Manoj
Chinthireddy are producing
it under the banner of Kites
Creatives. Srinath
Pasupuleti and Sanjay
Vemparala are producing it.
Ram Jagadish of Court movie
fame is providing the dia-
logues. The teaser songs of
this movie have received a

good response. The movie
will be released on May 22.
On this occasion, the makers
organized a grand trailer
launch and pre-release event.
Speaking at the trailer
launch and pre-release event,

hero Surya Vashishtha said..
Greetings to everyone.
Director Vijay has made this
film with a lot of passion. It is
not uncommon to choose
such a story for a first film. It
takes a lot of guts. Thank you

to Vijay for choosing such a
script. Ram Jagadish has
written wonderful dialogues.
Suraj has given very good
music. All the songs have
also become great hits. Such
films come very rarely. We

have made a very good effort.
I hope you all will encourage
the film. I request everyone
to watch this film in theaters
on May 22nd and support it.
Heroine Deepshika
Chandran said.. Hello every-
one. The trailer has received
a very good response. 
I am very happy that every-
one is talking well about the
film. Thank you to the direc-
tors and producers for believ-
ing in me and giving me a
chance in such a good story. I
am very proud of Vijay garu.
This is my dream project. I
have a very emotional con-
nection with this film. We all
made this film with a lot of
love. I hope the audience will
also give that love. I am very
happy to have made this film.
Everyone gave their best to

this film. This film will sure-
ly entertain all of you.
Director Vijay Adireddy
said.. 
Hello everyone. Everyone
should definitely watch this
movie in theaters on May 22.
Sooraj has given soulful
songs to this movie. The wed-
ding song has become every-
one's favorite. The back-
ground score in the last 20
minutes of the movie is amaz-
ing. Yuvraj and Jagadish
have supported this movie
like two pillars. They have
brought life to what I
thought. The dialogues are
getting a very good response.
Poorna has given wonderful
lyrics. All the songs in this
are meaningful. Our friends
have supported this movie a
lot in the making. 

RAMANI KALYANAM TEAM SEEKS AUDIENCE

SUPPORT AHEAD OF MAY 22 RELEASE

Purushaha is made for audiences to sit

back, relax, and enjoy in theatres:

Producer Battula Koteswara Rao

awking Manchu
Manoj is all set to
strike back in style
with the hilariously

entertaining title announce-
ment of Vaddi Kaasula
Vaada, which has instantly
grabbed attention across
social media. The title con-
cept video was unveiled on
the special occasion of
Manoj’s birthday and has
already sparked curiosity
among audiences alike.
Interestingly, the film
marks Manoj Manchu’s
reunion with AK
Entertainments after the
super success of Bindass, a
film that remains one of the
most loved entertainers in
his career. Bringing back
those vintage comedy vibes,
Manoj once again showcas-
es his trademark comic tim-
ing in the title concept
video, reminding audiences
why he earned a special fan
base for his energetic and
humorous performances.
The concept video cleverly

taps into the current trend-
ing EMI and installment
culture, presenting a hilari-
ous and relatable setup with
Manoj pleading to God
amidst financial tensions.
The title Vaddi Kaasula
Vaada itself sounds strik-
ing, catchy, and instantly
connects with today’s audi-
ence. The fun-filled presen-
tation, combined with a
rooted commercial enter-
tainer vibe, hints that a
solid laughter-loaded enter-
tainer is on the way.
What makes the concept
even more appealing is how
naturally it connects with
every middle-class house-
hold. From EMIs and
monthly installments to
financial struggles wrapped
in humor, the theme feels
highly relatable to today’s
generation. At the same
time, the video balances
comedy with subtle emo-
tions, making the concept
feel entertaining yet emo-
tionally grounded. 

The upcoming
romantic thriller
Ugly Story, starring

and , is all set to release on
May 22. The film has
already created strong
buzz with its intense trail-
er, which is trending on
social media.
Directed by , the movie
explores the dark side of
love with emotional scenes
and unexpected twists.
The music for the film is
composed by , while the
production values by Riya
Jiya Productions are said
to be impressive.

The film’s promotions are
also grabbing attention.
Nandu has been actively
promoting the movie
among the public in cre-
ative ways. He recently
appeared in a Blinkit
delivery boy look and also
dressed up as a vegetable
seller in local markets,
which went viral online.
With these unique promo-
tions and growing excite-
ment around the trailer,
audiences are eagerly
waiting to see how Ugly
Story performs after its
release.

Rawking Manchu Manoj,

AnilSunkara's AK

Entertainment Strikes Back

with Vaddi Kaasula Vaada 

Nandu’s Unique Promotions

Boost Buzz for ‘Ugly Story’
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