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BENGALURU (TSIT)

Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister and KPCC 
President D. K. 
Shivakumar strongly 
criticized the BJP-led 
Central government over 
rising fuel and essential 
commodity prices, stat-
ing that the Congress 
government in 
Karnataka has reduced 
the burden on people 
through its guarantee 
schemes.Addressing a 
joint press conference at 
the KPCC office in 
Bengaluru, Shivakumar 
said the Congress guar-
antees have received 
appreciation not only in 
Karnataka but across the 

country and even from 
the United Nations. He 
questioned how difficult 
life would have become 
for ordinary people with-
out these welfare 
schemes amid continu-
ous price hikes.
Highlighting the increase 
in commercial LPG cylin-
der prices, he said rates 
had been raised multiple 
times this year, severely 
affecting hotels and small 
businesses. 

BJP increased prices, congress 
reduced burden through 
guarantees: Shivakumar

CM Vijay announces full waiver of 
crop loans to marginal farmers

CHENNAI (TSIT): 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay on Monday 
announced complete waiv-
er of cooperative bank crop 
loans of up to Rs 50,000 
availed by marginal farm-
ers across the state and up 
to Rs 5,000 to large farmers. 
The gesture would benefit 
14.22 lakh farmers in the 
state and would entail an 
additional expenditure of 

Rs 2,044 crore to the govern-
ment, he said.The waiving 
of crop loans obtained by 
farmers was among the 
numerous poll promises 
made by Vijay, the TVK 
chief, in the run up to the 
April 23 Assembly 

election.“Considering 
the current financial 
position and financial 
resources of the state 
government, and in the 
present difficult situa-
tion, the Chief Minister 
has ordered the waiver 
of crop loans obtained by 
farmers from coopera-
tive banks from May 1, 
2025 to February 28, 
2026,” a government 
release said.

Fuel prices rise again, 
petrol crosses Rs 100 mark in Delhi

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Petrol and diesel prices were increased 
once again across the country on Monday, 
marking the fourth hike in less than two 
weeks amid rising global crude oil prices 
and continued tensions in West Asia.

Oil marketing companies raised petrol 
prices by Rs 2.61 per litre and diesel pric-
es by Rs 2.71 per litre. Following the latest 
revision, petrol prices in Delhi crossed 
the Rs 100-per-litre mark to reach Rs 
102.12 per litre, while diesel prices 
climbed to Rs 95.20 per litre.

The latest increase comes after a series 
of fuel price hikes earlier this month. 
Prices were first raised by around Rs 3 
per litre on May 15, followed by another 
increase of nearly 90 paise on May 19 and 
around 91 paise on May 23. With 
Monday’s revision, cumulative hikes in 
petrol and diesel prices have crossed Rs 
7.5 per litre within just two weeks.The 
repeated hikes have been attributed to 
volatility in global crude oil markets due 
to escalating geopolitical tensions in 
West Asia and concerns over disruptions 
in international oil supply routes. 

NEW DELHI (TSIT) 

The Congress on Monday launched 
a sharp attack on the Narendra 
Modi-led government over the 
recent increase in petrol and diesel 
prices, accusing the Centre of bur-
dening citizens with repeated fuel 
hikes and triggering inflationary 
pressure across the 
economy. Senior Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi alleged that the gov-
ernment was deliberately raising 
fuel prices in phases to avoid public 

backlash while 
continuing what 
he described as 
an assault on 
h o u s e h o l d 
finances. In a 
post on social 
media platform 
X, Gandhi said, 

“‘Inflation Man’ Modi strikes again. 
They increase petrol and diesel 
prices in installments — so that 
your pockets keep getting picked 
quietly, little by little.”

Congress targets centre over fuel price 
hikes, Rahul calls PM ‘Inflation Man’

US, Iran agree to 
fully reopen Strait 
of Hormuz within 
30 days: Reports
MOSCOW (TSIT) 

The United States and Iran have 
agreed, as part of a preliminary 
deal, to fully reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz within 30 days, the 
Washington Post reported citing 
an unnamed diplomat.
Preliminary US-Iran peace agree-
ment also envisages postponing 
nuclear talks until a later date, 
the publication said citing an 

unnamed Iranian official.The pre-
liminary framework agreement 
between Iran and the US has not 
yet been approved by the Iranian 
side, it noted citing an unnamed 
diplomat.According to the news-
paper, the parties agreed to 
extend ceasefire for 60 days to 
reach the final settlement.

The US-Iran framework agree-
ment is “95% there,” although 
negotiators are still debating over 
the wording regarding the Strait of 
Hormuz and Tehran’s nuclear 
stockpile, Fox News reported cit-
ing sources.US President Donald 
Trump previously stated that the 
deal with Iran was largely agreed 
upon, and the final aspects and 
details were being discussed and 
would be announced soon.

Telangana secures 
Rs 13,600 cr refinancing support 

for Hyderabad Metro Rail
HYDERABAD (TSIT): 

In a major financial boost to 
Hyderabad Metro, the govern-
ment of Telangana has secured 
up to Rs 13,600 crore term loan 
refinancing facility from Indian 
Railway Finance Corporation 
Ltd (IRFC).

The state government termed 
it a significant step towards 
strengthening Hyderabad’s 
urban mobility infrastructure.

The agreement was signed on 
Monday between IRFC, 
Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited 
(HMRL) and L&T Metro Rail 
(Hyderabad) Limited 
(LTMRHL) in the presence of 
IRFC CMD & CEO Manoj 
Kumar Dubey and Telangana 
Chief Secretary K. Ramakrishna 
Rao in New Delhi. This comes a 
month after the state govern-

ment formally acquired 
Hyderabad Metro Rail Phase I 
from Larsen & Toubro Limited 
for Rs 1,461 crore.As per the 
agreement signed last month, 
the debt of LTMRHL, amount-
ing to Rs 13,538.53 crore, as on 
April 30, which was guaranteed 
by L&T, has to be refinanced 
with a guarantee issued by the 
Telangana government.

The refinance support of Rs 
13,600 crore from IRFC will be 
used to refinance existing debt 
obligations, including non-con-
vertible debentures, commer-
cial papers and working capital 
loan. The arrangement will pro-
vide an orderly exit to existing 
lenders and significantly 
improve the long-term financial 
sustainability of the Hyderabad 
Metro project, said an official 
release here on Monday.

Officials of HMRL, IRFCL and L&T Metro Rail (Hyderabad) Ltd at the loan signing ceremony...

VIJAYAWADA (TSIT): 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu on Monday directed 
officials to initiate reforms in 
the state’s business rules to 
ensure faster and easier 

delivery of government ser-
vices to citizens. Reviewing 
the functioning of the Real 
Time Governance Society 
(RTGS) and the implementa-
tion of various departmental 
programmes at the grassroots 
level at the Camp Office, the 
Chief Minister said that with 
technology now fully avail-
able, government rules 
should facilitate public ser-
vice delivery rather than 
delay it. “Government servic-
es should reach people easily 
and quickly. Rules should not 
become hurdles. We had 
already considered revising 
the business rules earlier, 
and now an action plan must 
be prepared,” the Chief 
Minister said.

SEE MORE ON PAGE-2

AP to Revamp Business Rules for 
Faster Public Services: CM Naidu
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KHARGE CRITICISES PETROL, 
DIESEL PRICE SURGE; CALLS 
IT 'FUEL LOOT' AMID FOURTH 
HIKE IN TWO WEEKS
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Three AIADMK MLAs 
resign, join TVK

Chennai, May 25 : In a fresh 
political development that could 
reshape Tamil Nadu’s post-elec-
tion landscape, three AIADMK 
MLAs — Madurantakam MLA 
Maragatham Kumaravel, 
Dharapuram MLA Sathyabama, 
and Perundurai MLA Jayakumar 
— resigned from the Assembly 
on Monday and later joined the 
ruling TVK. The resignations 
have intensified speculation 
about further defections and the 
possibility of multiple Assembly 
by-elections in the state. The 
three legislators, considered 
close to the AIADMK faction led 
by former ministers C.V. 
Shanmugam and S.P. Velumani, 
submitted their resignation let-
ters to Assembly Speaker J.C.D. 
Prabhakar.

Andhra Pradesh to Prepare Vision 
Plan for Coastal Development

VIJAYAWADA (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu on Monday 
directed officials to prepare a com-
prehensive vision plan for the devel-
opment of the state’s coastline with 
a focus on economic growth, marine 
resources and environmental pro-
tection. During a high-level review 
meeting held at the Camp Office 
with experts and senior officials, the 
Chief Minister said the nearly 
1,000-kilometre-long coastline of 
Andhra Pradesh should be trans-
formed into a major centre for eco-
nomic activities under the Blue 
Economy framework.

He instructed officials to 
undertake a detailed study on 
development projects, invest-
ment opportunities, employment 
generation and benefits to fisher-

men across the coastal region. 
Chandrababu Naidu observed 
that countries around the world 
are increasingly focusing on the 
marine economy and said Andhra 
Pradesh has vast untapped 
marine resources capable of gen-
erating significant economic ben-
efits. The Chief Minister noted 
that Andhra Pradesh has already 
achieved the top position in aqua-
culture, shrimp and fish cultiva-
tion, and seafood exports. He 
stressed the need for value addi-
tion in the aquaculture sector to 
improve revenues and global 
competitiveness.

At the same time, he expressed 
concern over pollution caused 
by aquaculture waste and 
directed officials to conduct 
comprehensive studies to 
address environmental chal-

lenges. He also emphasized the 
need to protect marine biodiver-
sity and adopt sustainable devel-
opment practices. Chandrababu 
Naidu said the government is 
also paying special attention to 
rare earth minerals available in 
coastal and marine areas and 
directed officials to explore 
ways to effectively utilize such 
resources. Focusing on coastal 
security, the Chief Minister 
called for strong measures to 
prevent coastal erosion and 
reduce the impact of natural 
disasters such as cyclones. 

He suggested establishing a 
three-layered natural protec-
tion system along the coast 
using mangroves, palm trees 
and other eco-friendly vegeta-
tion. The Chief Minister further 
directed officials to develop 
coastal regions into tourism 
and economic hubs while 
ensuring environmental sus-
tainability. He also asked offi-
cials to study the potential for 
seaweed cultivation and mar-
keting in the state. Agriculture 
Special Chief Secretary B. 
Rajasekhar, Fisheries 
Commissioner Naik, Rythu 
Sadhikara Samstha Vice 
Chairman Vijay Kumar, marine 
diversity experts and represen-
tatives of related organisations 
attended the meeting.

Srinagar (TSIT) Over 300 
tourists were safely res-
cued after a massive evac-
uation operation at the 
famous tourist resort of 
Gulmarg concluded suc-
cessfully on Monday eve-
ning, after a technical 
snag in the Gondola sys-
tem left dozens of cable car 
cabins stranded mid-air, 
officials said.

A large-scale rescue 
operation involving the 
Police, Indian Army, State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), civil administra-
tion, and Gondola opera-
tors was launched after 
the snag developed in the 
Gondola system at Phase 
1, forcing suspension of 
operations on both Phase 
1 and Phase 2 routes.

Authorities clarified 
that the incident was not 
weather-related and that 
all cabins remained struc-
turally intact.

Officials said around 65 
cabins were stranded after 
the fault occurred, trap-
ping over 300 hundred 
tourists.

Rescue teams immedi-
ately swung into action, 
with trained personnel 
from the Army, SDRF, 
Police, and Gondola oper-
ators jointly carrying out 
the evacuation operation. 
Locals were also seen 

assisting authorities dur-
ing the rescue efforts.

The Office of the Chief 
Minister said that the gov-
ernment remained in 
close coordination with all 
agencies throughout the 
operation, while authori-
ties repeatedly main-
tained that there was no 

cause for panic and that 
the situation remained 
under control.

The Army said the res-
cue operation was carried 
out through swift and 
coordinated efforts in col-
laboration with Gondola 
operators and other 
agencies.“Following a dis-

tress call received from 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and the Gondola 
Management Authority 
regarding the safety and 
evacuation of stranded 
tourists, the Indian Army 
swiftly swung into action 
and mobilised rescue 
teams towards the affect-
ed area. Troops from 
Butapathri Battalion side-
stepped three Casualty 
Assistance Teams (CATs) 
between the Gondola Base 
Station and Phase-1, while 
the Army also staged for-
ward its own All-Terrain 
Vehicle (ATV) to facilitate 
evacuation efforts in the 
challenging terrain and 
prevailing inclement 
weather conditions,” an 
Army statement said.

The Gulmarg Gondola, 
one of the world’s highest 
cable car projects, oper-
ates in two phases. The 
base station at Gulmarg is 
located at an altitude of 
8,694 feet, while Phase 1 at 
Kongdori stands at 10,006 
feet and Phase 2 at 
Affarwat reaches 12,959 
feet above sea level. The 
Gondola service at of 
Gulmarg is hugely popu-
lar among the tourists. 
Gondola, covers an aerial 
distance of five kms and 
every day hundreds of 
visitors ride the lift.

Over 300 tourists rescued as Gulmarg Gondola 
evacuation operation ends successfully

New Delhi: National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) sources have revealed 
a major breakthrough in the investi-
gation into the Red Fort car bomb-
ing case, uncovering an alleged con-
spiracy to carry out serial blasts 
across key locations in Lucknow. 
According to the agency, the accused 
had planned coordinated explosions 
targeting high-security and crowded 
areas, including the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly, Bapu Bhavan, Imam 
Bara, Lal Bagh, and Aminabad.The 
NIA sources said the two main 
accused — Dr. Mujammil Shakeel 
and Dr. Shaheen Saeed, had trav-

elled from 
Faridabad in 
Haryana to 
Lucknow between 
August 25 and 30, 
2025.Investigators 
believe the visit was 

part of a carefully planned recon-
naissance mission aimed at identify-
ing potential targets for future 
attacks.During the probe, officials alleg-
edly found evidence that the suspects 
intended to use vehicles packed with 
explosives near government buildings 
and public spaces.Investigators also dis-
covered that Mujammil had searched for 

chemical suppliers in Lucknow capable 
of providing precursor materials 
required to manufacture Triacetone 
Triperoxide (TATP), a highly volatile 
explosive commonly referred to interna-
tionally as the “Mother of Satan.”The 
same explosive substance was allegedly 
used in the November 10, 2025 Red 
Fort suicide car bombing in Delhi, 
that killed around 15 people and 
injured 20 others.The agency claims 
Shaheen Saeed wrote down the 
names of chemical shops at 
Mujammil’s request, and that list was 
later recovered from his mobile 
phone during the investigation.

NIA uncovers alleged plot for serial blasts in 
Lucknow linked to Red Fort car bombing case

CM CHANDRABABU FOCUSES ON BLUE ECONOMY, COASTAL PROTECTION AND MARINE RESOURCES
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 Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The coali-
tion government led by Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has emerged as a 
national model in the implementation 
of social security pensions, with the 
state distributing record amounts to 
beneficiaries under the NTR Bharosa 
Pension Scheme. According to official 
figures, the government has distrib-
uted more than Rs. 65,000 crore in 
pensions during its two years in 
office, accounting for nearly 71.5 per-
cent of the total Rs. 91,000 crore spent 
by the previous government over five 
years. The government stated that no 
other state in the country is distribut-
ing pensions on such a large scale. 
The coalition government said social 
security pensions are not merely 
financial assistance, but a symbol of 
dignity and support for poor and vul-
nerable families. With a focus on 
ensuring a dignified life for the elder-
ly, widows, differently-abled persons, 
weavers, toddy tappers, folk artists 
and other disadvantaged sections, the 
government has significantly 

enhanced pension benefits across cat-
egories.The state currently pro-
vides pensions ranging from Rs. 
4,000 to Rs. 15,000 to various bene-
ficiary groups. Soon after assum-
ing office, the government 
increased old-age, weavers’, toddy 
tappers’ and folk artists’ pensions 
from Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 4,000. In the 
very first month, beneficiaries 
received Rs. 7,000, including 
arrears for three months, directly 

at their doorstep. The government 
has also doubled pensions for dif-
ferently-abled persons from Rs. 
3,000 to Rs. 6,000 per month. 
Permanently bedridden persons 
and those with severe disabilities 
are receiving Rs. 15,000 monthly 
pensions. Similarly, pensions for 
patients who underwent kidney, 
liver and heart transplants have 
been increased from Rs. 5,000 to 
Rs. 10,000, offering major relief to 

families dependent on costly med-
icines.Officials stated that pen-
sion distribution is being carried 
out efficiently through village and 
ward secretariat staff, with nearly 
75 to 80 percent of payments com-
pleted by 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. on the 
first day of every month. Even 
when the first day falls on a holi-
day or Sunday, pensions are dis-
tributed on the last working day of 
the previous month without delay.

 The government also intro-
duced widow pensions of Rs. 4,000 
for spouses of deceased pension-
ers and has so far sanctioned ben-
efits to 2,14,113 beneficiaries, 
spending over Rs. 85 crore every 
month for the purpose.

In another major reform, beneficia-
ries who failed to collect pensions for 
up to three consecutive months are 
now allowed to receive the entire 
pending amount at one time. From 
November 2024 to May 2026, around 
20.23 lakh beneficiaries reportedly 
received arrears amounting to Rs. 
1,712.92 crore. 

Andhra Pradesh Emerges as National Leader 
in Social Security Pension Distribution

AP Ministers Review Major Excise Policy 
Reforms in Hybrid Meeting

The South India Times, 
Vijayawada  : The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Monday conducted a high-level 
hybrid meeting of the ministerial sub-commit-
tee on excise policies to deliberate on major 
reforms, revenue enhancement measures and 
long-term policy decisions concerning the 
Prohibition and Excise Department. Excise 
and Mines Minister Kollu Ravindra, MSME 
Minister Kondapalli Srinivas, Principal 
Secretary Mukesh Kumar Meena, Excise 
Commissioner Chamakuri Sridhar and 
Enforcement Director Rahuldev Sharma 

attended the meeting in person, while Health 
Minister Satya Kumar Yadav and Power 
Minister Gottipati Ravi Kumar joined virtu-
ally.During the meeting, officials gave detailed 
presentations on the existing excise retail pol-
icy and proposed reforms in the sector. 

 Vijayawada (TSIT) Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan has 
said that the State 
Government is committed to 
organising the forthcoming 
Godavari Pushkaralu under 
the theme of “Pollution-Free 
Godavari” and directed offi-
cials to undertake a compre-
hensive audit of pollution 
sources entering the river. As 
part of his 
Rajamahendravaram visit on 
Monday morning, Pawan 
Kalyan travelled by boat from 
Pushkar Ghat to Kotilingala 
Ghat to personally inspect 
pollution-affected areas along 
the Godavari River and 
review Pushkar-related 
development works. He exam-
ined the progress of beautifi-
cation works on the river 
embankments and discussed 
future plans with officials.

During the inspection at 
Chinta Lamma Ghat, the dep-
uty Chief minister observed 
the discharge point where 
municipal sewage from 
Rajamahendravaram enters 
the Godavari through the 

Nalla Channel. He enquired 
about the wastewater treat-
ment process and inspected 
the waste segregation meth-
ods being followed at the site. 
Addressing officials, Pawan 
Kalyan said reports indicate 
that nearly 55 MLD (Million 
Litres per Day) of sewage 
water is entering the 
Godavari every day and 
stressed that sewage treat-
ment must be carried out sci-
entifically. He noted that 
untreated wastewater being 
discharged into the river is 
leading to pollution and 
directed officials to take 
immediate corrective mea-
sures.

He instructed authorities 
to prepare a detailed report 
on pollution sources, steps 
already taken and future 
action plans. He emphasised 
that every rupee spent for 
Godavari Pushkaralu should 
be utilised for public benefit 
and for protecting the river 
ecosystem. The deputy Chief 
minister also stated that 
administrative approval has 
been granted for Rs.95 crore 
out of the Rs.416 crore sanc-
tioned under NRCP funds 
through the Union Jal Shakti 
Ministry. He directed officials 
to establish modern sewage 
treatment plants using 
advanced technology and 
ensure that only properly 
treated water is released into 
the river.

Govt Committed to Conducting ‘Pollution-Free 
Godavari Pushkaralu’: Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan

Vijayawada (TSIT)  Andhra 
Pradesh took a major step 
towards strengthening its 
MSME and startup ecosystem 
as several strategic 
Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoUs) were signed during the 
MSME Growth Summit 2026 
held in the presence of Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu. The Chief Minister vir-
tually laid the foundation 
stone for 38 new MSME parks 
across the state as part of the 
government’s vision to estab-
lish industrial parks in all 
Assembly constituencies.  A 
series of agreements were 
signed by the AP MSME 
Development Corporation 
with leading national and glob-
al organisations to boost 
entrepreneurship, digital 
transformation, exports and 
startup innovation. Under 
the Rural Technology Action 
Group (RuTAG) initiative, 
Smart Village Centres were 
launched at Mangalagiri, 
Pithapuram and Kuppam to 
serve as incubation hubs for 
rural entrepreneurship. In 
partnership with RTIH, Kia 
India will establish an 
Advanced Prototyping and 
Innovation Centre along 
with a high-end precision 
manufacturing prototyping 
facility to support startups 
and innovators.

AP Signs Major 
MoUs at MSME 
Growth Summit 2026
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Pawan Kalyan Calls for Panchayat Forests in Every 
Village to Promote Green Cover and Rural Income

The South India Times
Vijayawada : Andhra Pradesh 
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan on Monday called for the 
establishment of special 
“Panchayat Forests” in every vil-
lage panchayat using indigenous 
tree species, with the twin objec-
tives of environmental protection 
and rural economic development. 
During his visit to the Regional 
Forest Development and Research 
Centre at Rajanagaram as part of 
his Rajamahendravaram tour, the 
deputy Chief minister stressed the 
need for large-scale plantation of 
native tree species and directed 
officials to immediately initiate 
coordinated action between the 
Panchayat Raj and Forest 
Departments. “Every village pan-
chayat should develop a special 
forest with native tree species. 
Villagers themselves must take 
responsibility for nurturing the 
plants. Only with public participa-
tion can plantation programmes 
succeed effectively,” Pawan 
Kalyan said.

He instructed Panchayat Raj 
Commissioner Krishna Teja to 
prepare a comprehensive action 
plan in coordination with forest 

officials and sign a special 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the Panchayat Raj 
and Forest Departments to imple-
ment the programme across the 
State. The deputy Chief minister 
inspected various indigenous 
plant species being cultivated at 
the research centre and sought 
detailed information from forest 
officials regarding their character-
istics, environmental benefits and 
cultivation potential. Officials 
informed him that the centre 
houses more than two lakh plants 
belonging to around 400 different 

species.
Expressing appreciation over 

the rich diversity of native plants 
available at the centre, Pawan 
Kalyan said such resources should 
be effectively utilized by distribut-
ing and planting them in village 
panchayats throughout the State. 
Emphasising the ecological impor-
tance of indigenous plantations, 
he said native trees contribute not 
only fruits and greenery but also 
help preserve biodiversity, envi-
ronmental balance and traditional 
ecological heritage. The deputy 
Chief minister also highlighted 

the economic opportunities asso-
ciated with tree cultivation. He 
said panchayats could generate 
substantial income by cultivating 
commercially valuable timber 
species and selling them in the 
open market. “Many countries are 
facing timber shortages. By devel-
oping special plantations with 
income-generating tree species, 
village panchayats can create sus-
tainable revenue sources,” he 
observed. 

He further stressed the impor-
tance of educating children about 
the responsibility of planting and 
protecting native trees, stating 
that environmental awareness 
among younger generations 
would greatly benefit the future. 
Forest Department Principal 
Secretary Kanthi Lal Dande, 
Panchayat Raj Commissioner 
Krishna Teja, District Collector 
Keerthi Chekuri and other senior 
officials accompanied the Deputy 
Chief Minister during the visit.

Bandaru Dattatreya’s Autobiography
 Released in Visakhapatnam

 Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
The autobiography of 
Bandaru Dattatreya, titled 
‘Prajala Kathe Na 
Atmakatha’ (People’s Story 
is My Autobiography), was 
formally released at a 
grand function held at 
Kakatiya Convention 
Centre near Maddilapalem 
in Visakhapatnam on 
Sunday. The event was 
attended by several consti-
tutional dignitaries, senior 
BJP leaders, literary per-
sonalities, and prominent 
citizens from different 
walks of life. The book 
highlights over five decades 

of Dattatreya’s political and 
public life, tracing his jour-
ney from a grassroots 
worker to a Union Minister 
and Governor. Speakers 
described the autobiogra-
phy as a reflection of con-
temporary political history 
and dedicated public ser-
vice. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Haryana Governor 
Bandaru Dattatreya said 
his life journey was closely 
connected with the aspira-
tions and struggles of com-
mon people. Explaining the 
title of the book, he stated 
that every milestone in his 
career was shaped by the 

blessings and support of the 
public. He also urged the 
younger generation to fol-
low value-based politics 
and uphold integrity in 
public service.

Chief  Guest 
Kambhampati Hari Babu 
praised Dattatreya’s contri-
bution to public life and 
said the autobiography 
would inspire future gener-
ations. He noted that 
Dattatreya’s rise from a 
humble background to 
occupying high constitu-
tional positions while 
remaining accessible to the 
people was remarkable.
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To talk or not to talk, that is the question. At least, that
would be it for most of those misquoting Hamlet. But for
the general populace, talking to Pakistan is a disaster,
and even the supposedly learned see little point in it. All
that was till the unexpected happened. In a recent inter-
view, Dattareya Hosabale, General Secretary of the RSS
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh), unexpectedly said that
people-to-people contact was key to breaking the deadlock
with Pakistan. This was after a visit to the United States.
The point is that the main organisation that is the back-
bone of the ruling party has given the green signal to
talk.

The Urge To 'Talk'
Most were too astonished to say much. But the support
by former Army Chief Gen MM Naravane, where he said
that "the path to peace was and is, through negotiations
to arrive at a just settlement that meets the aspirations of
the people", raised heckles, since the language was
straight out of the Pakistani playbook. Scribes described
the Track-2 process as a 'dangerous illusion', leading to
complacency, till the next terrorist attack brought some
reality back literally with a bang. True, also, that all gov-
ernments - much to the exasperation of security experts -
usually opened their innings with friendly reach-outs,
from former Prime Minister AB Vajpayee's trip to Lahore
to Manmohan Singh's restarting of the Composite
Dialogue, and an invite to the then Pakistani Prime
Minister, Yousaf Raza Gillani, to India for a cricket
match. Most recently, PM Modi dropped by to greet
Sharif on his birthday.  Each and every one of these ini-
tiatives was met with a return to a terror attack. In fact,
the more successful the reach-out, the worse the terrorist
retaliation. For instance, Modi's visit was on December
25, 2015. The Pathankot attack was barely a week later, on
January 2, 2016. 

Civilian Leadership
Consider, however, that Pakistani Prime Ministers have
also reached out - and suffered for it. In this instance,
Sharif asked his commanders why violence occurred
immediately after an outreach to India. There was no
answer. In 1999, the Kargil War was launched after the
Lahore bus journey, and prior to this, Prime Minister
Zardari's suggestion to ISI Chief Ahmed Shuja Pasha to
go to India and provide full cooperation on the Mumbai
attacks led to his removal. The Benazir Bhutto-Rajiv
Gandhi meetings led to the former proposing oil pipelines
and an opening of trade. Imran Khan came to power
promising peace with India, but was soon removed before
anything could come of this. 

All were civilian leaders. True, General Musharraf came
to India waving a peace flag, but in reality, his famed
peace plan involved ceding a large slice of territory to
Pakistan in the so-called 'Chenab Formula' and division
along communal lines, with the additional advantage that
it would also have given Pakistan control over its waters.
True, also, that army Chiefs like Gen. Bajwa did advocate
an entirely new 'doctrine' of making the country an eco-
nomic and strategic corridor, and leaving the past

Delhi is not only the capital of India,
but also the ancient chessboard of
power, where the pieces change, but
the game remains the same. Here,
history doesn't reside solely in books,
but breathes within the walls of
buildings, behind closed doors, and
in gleaming corridors. In this city,
some paths are for the public, while
others are for those who need no
introduction. Parallel to the bustling
streets of democracy, lie the quiet
courts of power, where entry is grant-
ed only to those with the invisible
passport of influence, lineage, con-
nections, and social standing. The
Delhi Gymkhana Club is a shining
symbol of this enduring power.
In recent days, as discussions about
eviction and the termination of the
club's lease intensified, it felt like the
first time someone had pointed a fin-
ger at a world that had hitherto been
considered impossible to even touch.
This isn't just about a building; it's
about the mindset that has created
elitist empires even within a democ-
racy. It's about a system in which
some remain the owners, while oth-
ers are mere spectators.
The Delhi Gymkhana Club was
founded by the British in 1913 as the
"Imperial Delhi Gymkhana Club."
That era was not only one of political
subjugation but also one of social
humiliation. The British used clubs
more as a tool of social segregation
than a place of entertainment. Only
those who closely resembled the
English way of life were considered
"civilized." The doors of such clubs
were either closed to Indians or were
so narrow that even entering them
made them feel inferior. Social status
was determined by language, cloth-
ing, food habits, and even color.
Independence came, the tricolor was
raised, and the British departed, but
the social structures they had built

remained unbroken. Viceroy's
House became Rashtrapati Bhavan,
the ICS was renamed the IAS, but the
spirit of power remained largely
unchanged. The chairs once occu-
pied by white gentlemen were later
occupied by brown gentlemen.
Democracy arrived, but the elite cul-
ture remained intact.
The Delhi Gymkhana gradually
became the haven for a class that,
even in a democracy, never needed to
prove itself to the public. Gaining
membership was considered more
difficult than passing any exam.
Years of waiting, fees running into
lakhs, and influential connections—
all this combined to transform it into
a citadel of power accessible only to
those with the keys to privilege. The
club became more a testament to
social status than sport.
Ironically, democracy promises
equality, yet in the heart of the capi-
tal, islands exist where equality dies
at the very entrance. The average cit-
izen pays taxes, yet he or she doesn't
even have easy access to the land
where these clubs stand. Bulldozers
can be used to demolish the slums of
the poor, and street vendors can be
removed from the sidewalks, but few
dare to question these permanent
empires, spread across government
land worth thousands of crores.
The cruelest truth about Delhi is that

the poor are always temporary,
while the rich are always permanent.
Rickshaw pullers are asked, "When
will you move?", but no one asks the
elite clubs, built on government land
for decades, when their rights will
end. This isn't just economic inequal-
ity, but psychological inequality.
Society has normalized it by labeling
it prestige and dignity.
But the story isn't limited to the
Gymkhana. Whether it's the Delhi
Golf Club, the India International
Centre, or the India Habitat Centre—
these are not just institutions, but
parallel worlds of power. The Delhi
Golf Club isn't just about sports; it's
where a silent dialogue between
power and capital takes place. From
the outside, the India International
Centre appears to be a cultural plat-
form, but inside, it becomes a rebirth
place for retired power. People whose
positions have ended, yet their influ-
ence still lives on, meet there. At the
India Habitat Centre, discussions on
poverty and social justice take place
in air-conditioned auditoriums,
while the ordinary citizen standing
outside those very discussions is
unable to even become a part of the
world being talked about in their
name. This is the true power of per-
manent power. Governments
change, ministers change, political
slogans change, but this network

remains secure under every regime.
This is a class that does not fear elec-
toral defeat, because its power
derives not just from politics but
from social influence and institution-
al influence. This is why Delhi can be
called not only the political capital
but also the capital of permanent
power. History bears witness that
even those at the top of power have
often failed to challenge this struc-
ture. During Rajiv Gandhi's tenure,
there was discussion of eliminating
this club for security reasons, but it
was not possible. This was not mere-
ly an administrative failure; it was a
sign of the profound influence such
institutions have held. Over the
years, relationships within these
clubs were formed, policies were
influenced, and informal power
alliances were formed. This was a
social power parallel to democracy,
unchecked by elections.
Today, when questions are being
raised about the legitimacy, leases,
and social appropriateness of these
institutions, the debate is no longer
merely legal. It becomes a question of
the mindset that allowed the British-
created sense of superiority to
remain a symbol of respect even in
independent India. Unfortunately,
we bid farewell to the British, but not
to Anglicism. We have made the
English language, foreign clothing,

club culture, and proximity to power
synonymous with modernity and
prestige.
It was this culture that divided
democracy into two parts—one India
that stood in line, the other India for
whom doors opened automatically.
One India that voted, the other India
that made the decisions.
It's also true that challenging just one
club doesn't change the system. The
true meaning of democracy isn't sim-
ply a change in power, but a change
in the power structure itself. If only
symbolic action is taken, and other
institutions remain unchanged, this
debate will remain incomplete. But if
the question is raised more broadly
about the social and moral justifica-
tion of private elite clubs built on gov-
ernment land, then this discussion
will acquire historical significance.
In fact, the struggle is not just about
land, but also about self-respect. The
question is whether India will truly
embrace its democratic spirit, or will
it continue to perpetuate the colonial
superiority complex with new faces.
Democracy doesn't reside solely in
the recesses of Parliament; it is also
tested the moment an ordinary citi-
zen stands before the door of power. If
that door is closed simply because
they lack lineage, connections, or a
special class identity, then democra-
cy is incomplete.

Xi Jinping's carefully choreo-
graphed hosting of Donald
Trump (May 13-15) and
Vladimir Putin (May 19-20)
within the span of a single
week was no coincidence. It
was a calculated assertion of
China's arrival as the indis-
pensable pivot in global poli-
tics - a power sufficiently con-
fident to engage both its prin-
cipal strategic rival and its
closest geopolitical partner
with equal grandeur. Beijing
wanted the world to absorb
one central message: all
roads now lead to China.
The optics were meticulously
crafted. At the Great Hall of
the People, both leaders
received near-identical state
pageantry: military honour
guards, gun salutes, march-
ing bands, troop inspections,
national anthems, and care-
fully staged interactions with
cheering children waving
national flags. Banquets fea-
turing Chinese cultural sym-
bolism, personal interactions
with Xi Jinping, and highly
choreographed public
moments reinforced the
image of Beijing as the epi-
centre of contemporary
diplomacy. Chinese state
media predictably amplified
this narrative, portraying
China as the stabilising ful-
crum of an increasingly frac-
tured international order.
Putin's visit, however, car-
ried unmistakably greater
intimacy. The Russian leader
was welcomed by a senior
Politburo figure, a symbolic
gesture underscoring strate-
gic trust. The choreography
was less rigidly formal and
more personal-tea cere-
monies, poetic exchanges,
and repeated invocations of

"old friendship". Public mes-
saging from both sides
appeared far more synchro-
nised, reflecting the political
comfort that now defines the
Sino-Russian relationship.
Beijing may have projected
parity externally, but the
diplomatic nuances revealed
where its strategic comfort
truly lies.
The contrast became even
sharper in terms of out-
comes. Trump's three-day
visit was heavy on symbol-
ism but comparatively thin
on substance. Discussions
covered trade, technology
restrictions, Iran, strategic
stability, and Taiwan, while
both sides hinted at possible
economic arrangements
involving agriculture, ener-
gy, and aviation. Yet, the
structural tensions under-
pinning the relationship
remained unresolved. There
were no meaningful break-
throughs on tariffs, semicon-
ductor restrictions, or broad-
er strategic competition. The
exercise was essentially

about stabilisation, prevent-
ing escalation while preserv-
ing room for manoeuvre.
Putin's shorter visit, by con-
trast, yielded far more tangi-
ble outcomes. Multiple agree-
ments were concluded across
trade, energy, transport, tech-
nology, and cultural coopera-
tion. Joint statements
emphasised multipolarity,
opposition to Western "hege-
mony", and the consolidation
of a strategic partnership that
both sides described as being
at a "historic high". While
major sticking points, such
as the Power of Siberia 2
pipeline, remain unresolved,
the overall trajectory of the
relationship remains unmis-
takably upward. Unlike the
transactional and fragile US-
China engagement, the
China-Russia partnership
continues to deepen because
it is anchored in converging
geopolitical interests.
For Xi Jinping, the larger
strategic objective extended
beyond either bilateral rela-
tionship. By hosting Trump

and Putin in rapid succes-
sion, Beijing sought to
demonstrate diplomatic cen-
trality in an era of systemic
flux. China was projecting
itself not merely as another
great power, but as the indis-
pensable balancing force in
an emerging multipolar
order - capable of engaging
adversaries and partners
alike without being con-
strained by either.
The visit by Donald Trump
served an important tactical
purpose for China and for Xi
Jinping personally. Beijing's
immediate priority is not
confrontation for its own
sake, but the creation of
strategic breathing space
during a period of mounting
internal and external pres-
sure. China is navigating
slowing economic growth,
persistent weaknesses in the
property sector, demograph-
ic decline, and growing
restrictions imposed by the
United States and its allies
on advanced technology
transfer.

Sergio Gor is not your every-
day diplomat. In fact, he
shouldn't be considered a
diplomat at all, despite being
designated the US
Ambassador to New Delhi.
His style of functioning is
entirely his own. He drives
the relationship with India,
maintains a direct link to the
Prime Minister's office, and
yes, he is regularly on the
phone with his President,
Donald Trump.
This access and the vigour
he brings to the Indo-US
equation were on full display
last night as the United
States began celebrations
marking 250 years since the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence - festivities
that will peak on July 4,
2026.On Sunday evening in
New Delhi, Gor and his team
staged a massive show at
Bharat Mandapam, India's
premier international con-
vention centre. The
evening's special guest of
honour was his boss, the vis-
iting Secretary of State,
Marco Rubio. On May 28, he
turns 55. For Gor, who
played host and master of
ceremonies at the America
250 event, the precise date
was merely a detail. A few
days here or there would not
be a showstopper. And so the
birthday celebrations were
on. "Alright, so as everybody
knows, we also have a birth-
day," announced Gor from
the giant stage at the
Mandapam - moments after
AR Rahman had belted out
his greatest hits, including
the iconic Oscar-winning Jai
Ho from the 2008 film
Slumdog Millionaire. "Can
we get the Secretary up

here?" roared Gor to thun-
derous applause from an
audience that included
dozens of staff from US mis-
sions across India. He then
launched into a chant:
"Marco! Marco! Marco!" - his
clenched fist punching the
air. This was the US
Ambassador - supposedly a
bureaucrat - shouting out to
his boss, the powerful US
Secretary of State, by his
first name. The crowd
instantly joined in, the chant
building to a crescendo. "He's
finally 21," joked Gor as
Marco Rubio - Donald
Trump's right-hand man -
jogged up to the stage. India's
Foreign Minister, Dr S
Jaishankar, seated quietly in
the VIP enclosure, looked on
as Rubio approached a
gigantic four-tier birthday
cake topped with a single
candle. It was over-the-top
and in-your-face, but it was a
riot - the most unusual cele-
bration of American diplo-
macy in what is being seen
as a major outreach to India
after a year of strained ties

linked to US sanctions over
Russian oil imports and dif-
ferences over Trump's claim
that he had ended last May's
88-hour war between India
and Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor.
Rubio was greeted not only
by his Ambassador but also
by The Village People, the
legendary US disco group
formed in New York's
Greenwich Village in 1977.
Known for their flamboyant
on-stage costumes and global
hits like "Macho Man," "In
the Navy," and "Y.M.C.A." -
Donald Trump's personal go-
to rally anthem - the band
turned the evening electric.
"Y.M.C.A." is the song that
routinely plays at the end
of Trump's campaign ral-
lies and fundraisers, where
the President performs his
now-iconic "Trump dance":
rhythmic side-to-side hip
sways alternating with fist
pumps in the air, often end-
ing with a playful mock
golf swing.
Trump may not have been in
Delhi, but you could bet your

bottom dollar that
"Y.M.C.A." was going to be
the evening's showstopper.
First, though, the group sang
"Happy Birthday" as Rubio
blew out the candle. Then
they rocked the hall.
If Gor's personal connection
with the Secretary of State
was evident before the final
act, it was his live on-stage
phone call with Donald
Trump - broadcast from his
smartphone - that delivered
the ultimate display of per-
sonal power. "I love the
Prime Minister. Modi is my
friend. I just wanted to say
that India can count on me
100 per cent," Trump told
Gor. "They know who to call
- they can call right here.
Anything India wants,
India gets. I am a big, big
fan of Prime Minister
Modi." Sergio Gor's uncon-
ventional approach to
building the India relation-
ship is unlike anything his
Embassy staffers have ever
seen. Everything is kept
fluid, decisions are taken on
the fly. 
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In late April, India's Sun
Pharmaceuticals agreed to
pay $11.75bn (£8.59bn) to
acquire New York-listed
women's health and biosimi-
lars firm Organon & Co.
It marked the biggest over-
seas acquisition by an Indian
company in nearly two
decades and followed a string
of high-profile international
deals by Indian firms in
recent months.
These include Tata Motors'
$4.4bn acquisition of Turin-
based vehicle maker Iveco,
IT company Coforge's
$2.35bn purchase of Silicon
Valley-based AI firm Encora
and the Bajaj Group buying a
23% stake in global insur-
ance giant Allianz SE earlier
in 2025. Data from consultan-
cy Grant Thornton shows
that 162 Indian companies
spent more than $18bn on
outbound acquisitions in
2025 - a 34% increase from
the previous year. "We could
cross $15bn in deal value in
just the first half of this
year," Sumeet Abrol, partner
and national leader at Grant
Thornton, told the BBC. For
many, this new wave of over-

seas acquisitions by India
Inc evokes memories of the
global buying spree led by
companies such as the Tata
Group two decades ago,
when it made audacious bets
for global trophy assets like
Jaguar Land Rover and
Corus Steel.
But several analysts told the
BBC that the motivations
this time are somewhat dif-
ferent. Indian companies are
pursuing Western assets not
simply as symbols of global
ambition, but increasingly
for strategic and operational
reasons. The broader eco-
nomic backdrop has also
changed sharply since the
early 2000s. During the previ-
ous acquisition boom, India

was in the midst of a roaring
bull market. Today, the
country is grappling with a
rapid exodus of foreign port-
folio investors, a sharp slow-
down in net foreign direct
investment (FDI) and stub-
bornly weak private sector
investment despite tax cuts
and production-linked subsi-
dies offered by the govern-
ment. "Corporate profits [of
India's top 500 companies
post-Covid] grew at 30.8%
per annum. But still, our
overall capital formation
rates from the private sector
have been disappointing,"
India's chief economic advi-
sor V Anantha Nageswaran
recently said at a policy con-
ference.

Hubballi: Union Minister for
Consumer Affairs Pralhad
Joshi has directed officials of
the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA)
to investigate complaints that
online flight ticket booking
platforms are allegedly charg-
ing passengers excessively
during ticket booking and
cancellation processes.  The
minister’s intervention came
after a consumer reportedly
exposed instances where
online ticketing platforms
were collecting charges sig-
nificantly higher than the
fees imposed directly by air-
lines. Taking serious note of
the issue, Pralhad Joshi
instructed the Department of
Consumer Affairs and the
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) to conduct
an immediate inquiry and
initiate action against unfair
trade practices if violations
are confirmed.
According to the complaint
highlighted before the minis-
ter, several online booking
platforms were allegedly col-
lecting cancellation and serv-
ice charges far beyond the
actual fees charged by airline
companies. In some cases, the

platforms were reportedly
imposing charges up to 15
times higher than the fees
levied by airlines themselves.
Officials said the minister has
specifically asked authorities
to examine whether online
travel aggregators are violat-
ing consumer rights by
imposing unreasonable and
hidden charges during book-
ing, modification or cancella-
tion of flight tickets.
“Investigate whether exces-
sive and unjustified charges
are being collected from pas-
sengers during ticket book-
ing and cancellation. If such
practices are found to be
widespread, necessary action
should be initiated under the
Consumer Protection Act,
2019,” the minister reportedly
instructed officials.
The issue has sparked con-

cern among frequent flyers
and consumer rights
activists, many of whom have
long complained about hid-
den convenience fees, plat-
form charges and cancella-
tion deductions imposed by
online travel portals.
Consumer groups have
argued that passengers are
often unaware of the actual
airline cancellation charges
because the platforms com-
bine multiple service fees
under unclear categories,
making it difficult for users to
identify the genuine breakup
of costs.
The move by the Union
Consumer Affairs Ministry
is expected to bring greater
scrutiny on digital travel
booking platforms operating
across the country. Officials
said the investigation would

focus on transparency in
pricing, disclosure of cancel-
lation policies and whether
customers are being misled
during transactions.
The CCPA, established under
the Consumer Protection
Act, has powers to investi-
gate unfair trade practices,
misleading advertisements
and violations affecting con-
sumer interests.
Industry experts believe the

inquiry could result in
stricter regulations for
online travel aggregators
and force companies to clear-
ly disclose service charges
and cancellation deductions
to customers before ticket
confirmation. The develop-
ment comes amid growing
dependence on digital book-
ing platforms for domestic
and international air travel,
especially after the rapid
expansion of online travel
services in recent years. The
minister’s intervention
came after a consumer
reportedly exposed instances
where online ticketing plat-
forms were collecting
charges significantly higher
than the fees imposed direct-
ly by airlines. 

Probe ordered into excessive charges by
online flight ticket booking platforms

Oil prices have fallen
sharply on hopes of a deal
that could bring an end to
the US-Israel war with Iran.
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said negotiators had
a "pretty solid thing on the
table" and an agreement to
end the conflict might be
reached on Monday. On
Monday morning, global oil
benchmark Brent fell 5.5%
to $97.90 a barrel, and
remained around $97.70 a
barrel in the afternoon. US
President Donald Trump
said the negotiations were
"proceeding nicely" but
added it would either be "a
great deal for all or no deal
at all". While Iran says
progress has been made, a
government spokesman
added that a deal was "not
imminent". Trump had pre-
viously said the deal would
include the reopening of the
key Strait of Hormuz ship-
ping route, without giving
further details. The Strait of
Hormuz, through which
around a fifth of the world's
oil and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) usually passes, has
been effectively closed since
the conflict started on 28
February. Earlier on
Monday, Rubio said the
talks were "still a work in
progress." "As I said, you
know, we thought we might

have some news last night,"
Rubio said in the Indian
capital, Delhi. His com-
ments came after Trump
said he had instructed nego-
tiators "not to rush into a
deal", after earlier suggest-
ing one was close. Speaking
after Rubio's comments,
Iran's foreign ministry
spokesman, Esmail Baqai,
said agreement has been
reached on a "large portion
of the issues under discus-
sion". "But to say that this
means the signing of an
agreement is imminent - no-
one can make such a claim,"
he added. On Saturday,
Trump said that he had had
a "very good call" with the

leaders of Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates,
Qatar and others about a
"Memorandum of
Understanding pertaining
to PEACE". "An agreement
has been largely negotiated,
subject to finalisation
between the United States of
America, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and the
various other Countries, as
listed," Trump said on social
media. "Final aspects and
details of the deal are cur-
rently being discussed, and
will be announced shortly."
He also said he had had a
call on Saturday with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, which had gone

"very well". On Monday,
Trump said in his discus-
sions with the Gulf leaders
and others, including the
presidents of Turkey and
Egypt, he pushed them to
sign the Abraham Accords
which are aimed at normal-
ising relations with Israel.
Global energy markets
have seen big price swings
since early March after Iran
threatened to attack ships
trying to use the Strait of
Hormuz in retaliation for
US and Israeli attacks on
the country. While crude oil
prices have fallen sharply,
they remain significantly
higher than before the war.
In the lead-up to the conflict

Brent was trading at
around $70 a barrel. A
ceasefire was agreed in
early April, and since then
Washington and Tehran
have engaged in talks over a
long-term peace deal.
"There is now some light at
the end of the tunnel, which
will bring some near term
oil price relief," Saul
Kavonic, head of energy
research at MST Financial.
"But even in the most opti-
mistic scenario from here,
oil markets will remain
tight through 2027 given the
time required to normalise
oil flows through the Strait,
repair damaged oil facili-
ties, and rebuild global oil
stocks that have seen
record depletion since the
war began," he added. Lars
Jensen, chief executive of
Vespucci Maritime and for-
mer Maersk director, said
that even if a deal was
announced on Monday the
shipping industry would
remain "very cautious and
hesitant". "You are likely
going to see shipping lines
that have vessels stuck in
the Persian Gulf try to get
them out, but they will be a
lot more hesitant to put
ships back into the Persian
Gulf in case the thing turns
south again," he told BBC
Radio 4's Today programme. 

There’s a simple reason
Google is making sweeping
changes to its iconic, decades-
old search engine: users are
making complicated
requests. “People are asking
much longer and harder
questions that no longer have
a clear response anywhere on
the internet,” said Robby
Stein, vice president of prod-
uct for Google Search. Stein
spoke to CNN about a new
feature that lets Google gener-
ate custom visuals, interac-
tive graphics and even mini-
apps running on Google’s
search page in response to
queries by piecing together
sources from across the web.
It’s one of many updates the
internet giant announced at
its annual conference this
week. The most valuable real
estate on the internet is evolv-
ing to reflect the new ways
people find information
online, the latest example of
how artificial intelligence is
changing the internet across
search, social media, online
shopping and more. People
are starting to use longer,
more specific search terms
instead of succinct generic
keywords, according to
Google, and are increasingly
beginning their searches in
apps like ChatGPT, experts

say. Fake, AI-generated influ-
encers are causing a stir on
social media. And people are
increasingly using AI to com-
pare and buy products. It’s
getting impossible to avoid
using the internet without
somehow encountering AI,
despite growing anxiety
about the tech and its impact
on jobs, safety and the envi-
ronment. “After a while, it
just becomes part of the way
you live,” said Joseph Turow,
a University of Pennsylvania
media professor who will
soon be releasing a book
about AI’s impact on internet
advertising. ChatGPT
‘trained’ people to search dif-
ferently Google says its
search box is getting its
biggest upgrade in 25 years.
The new search field expands

to fit more text and makes it
easier to add other media to a
search — like photos, files
and Chrome browser tabs.
The goal is to shrink the num-
ber of steps for a user to com-
plete a search, according to
Stein. 
That includes tasks like per-
forming a search based on a
photo or switching to
Google’s AI Mode before ask-
ing a follow-up question.
Searches that involve ques-
tions based on snapping a
photo or circling something
on a phone screen are grow-
ing 60%, year-over-year, he
said. Searches in AI Mode, or
the version of Google tailored
for back-and-forth interac-
tions, have more than dou-
bled every quarter since they
launched a year ago, and AI

Mode queries are triple the
length of a regular search on
average. Data from SEO and
marketing firm Semrush
indicates some people are
starting to search Google the
way they type to ChatGPT.
Searches containing 11 words
or more increased from 3.27%
to 5.37%, and conversational
queries jumped from 5% to
20%, while keyword-style
searches decreased. Yet the
median query still contains
just three words, suggesting
that most people still search
the old-fashioned way. Robert
Langenback, president of
SEO marketing agency Eight
Oh Two Marketing, said he’s
observed people typing in
more searches that range
from three to five or five to 10
words instead of two to three
words. That started before
ChatGPT’s arrival in late
2022, although it’s ramped up
significantly since then. “(AI
has) really almost trained
people how to search differ-
ently,” he said. People gener-
ally use a mix of AI apps like
ChatGPT and Google. More
than 20% of ChatGPT referral
traffic goes to Google,
Semrush found after analyz-
ing 1 billion lines of US click-
stream data, or “trails” of
user activity across the web. 

AI is changing the internet forever

New Delhi: Capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi has
barred seven individuals
from securities markets
for allegedly running a
coordinated pump-and-
dump scheme across
social media platforms
and making unlawful
gains of over Rs 20.25
crore.  Apart from the
debarment, the regulator
has also directed finflu-
encer Hemant Gupta and
his sons, Rohan Gupta
and Aniket Gupta, to
immediately cease and
desist from offering
unregistered research
analyst services or from
portraying themselves as
research analysts. In a
234-page interim order
passed on May 22, Sebi
alleged that Hemant,
Rohan and Aniket acted
as “Operators” who first
accumulated positions in
thinly traded SME stocks
and later circulated bull-
ish stock recommenda-
tions on social media plat-
forms to inflate prices,
before selling their hold-
ings at a profit. Four
other family members –
Sharon, Leana, Rajani
and Purvangi Gupta –
allegedly facilitated the
operation by allowing the
use of their trading
accounts or by executing

trades on the operators’
instructions, the order
said.
“The on-going investiga-
tion has prima facie high-
lighted the scheme and
device orchestrated intri-
cately by noticees where-
by the operators by post-
ing stock recommenda-
tions on various scrips on
their X Accounts and
social media platforms
induced the general pub-
lic to deal in the securities
purely based on mislead-
ing and unsolicited stock
tips, and thus enabling
the beneficiaries to liqui-
date their holdings at an
inflated price,” Sebi’s
Whole Time Member
Kamlesh C Varshney said
in the order. According to
Sebi, the scheme involved
82 scrips during the exam-

ination period from
December 1, 2023, to
January 20, 2026. Sebi
said Rohan and Aniket
posted bullish updates on
their X handles,
‘@WealthSolitaire’ and
‘@desiwallstreet’. On the
other hand, Hemant
amplified these recom-
mendations across sever-
al WhatsApp and
Telegram groups, often
adding explicit target
prices and deliberately
keeping such communica-
tions off X, to avoid regu-
latory scrutiny. The regu-
lator noted that the com-
bined gross traded value
of the seven individuals
rose 86 per cent from Rs
548 crore in the pre-exam-
ination period to Rs 1,023
crore during the examina-
tion period.

Hyderabad, May 25, 2026:
String Metaverse Limited, a
rapidly emerging leader in
digital and AI  financial
infrastructure company,
today announced its audit-
ed financial results for the
fiscal year ending 2025-26
(FY26). Driven by accelerat-
ed momentum across its
core business verticals, 

the company deliv-
ered blockbuster perform-
ance, setting new financial
benchmarks in its growth
journey across AI infra-
structure, gaming ecosys-
tems and high-frequency
trading operations. The
audited consolidated finan-
cial results were officially
approved by the Board of
Directors at their meeting
held on May 25, 2026.

Exceptional FY26 Financial
Performance 
For the full fiscal year,
String Metaverse recorded
a massive surge in Revenue
from Operations, reaching
1,069.11 crore, up from
407.36 crore in the previous
fiscal year. This exponen-
tial top-line growth translat-

ed into a highly profitable
bottom line, with the Profit
Before Tax (PBT) standing
at 103.51 crore and the Profit
After Tax (PAT) crossing
the milestone mark to reach
102.52 crore.

Operational efficien-
cy saw significant improve-
ment, with the company's
EBDIT skyrocketing by
190% year-on-year to 121.88
crore. Consequently,
Earnings Per Share (EPS)
also witnessed a stellar
170% YoY growth, closing at
0.89.

Strong Q4 FY26 Momentum 
The company maintained a
vigorous growth trajectory

through the final quarter of
the fiscal year.

In Q4 FY26 alone, String
Metaverse generated a
robust revenue of 359.40
crore. The quarter's EBDIT
grew by an impressive 167%
quarter-on-quarter (QoQ) to
41.98 crore, while the PAT
for the quarter stood at a
solid 34.71 crore.

Strategic Global Expansion
and Future Outlook 
As global markets undergo
a paradigm shift toward AI
Economies, Agentic
Infrastructure, Digital
Assets, Web3 Tokenization,
and next-generation finan-
cial systems, String

Metaverse is strategically
positioning itself at the con-
vergence of these transfor-
mational sectors. The com-
pany is rapidly scaling its
status as a high-growth
Indian digital infrastruc-
ture platform.
To support this vision,
String Metaverse has
aggressively expanded its
global footprint, successful-
ly scaling its AI, gaming,
digital assets, and algorith-
mic finance infrastructure
operations across key inter-
national markets, including
India, the UAE, Hong Kong,
Singapore, and Canada.
Commenting on the record-
breaking financial results,

Mr. Ganesh Meenavalli,
Managing Director of
String Metaverse Limited,
said: "FY26 marks a trans-
formational year for String
Metaverse as we accelerat-
ed our expansion into AI-
driven financial infrastruc-
ture, gaming ecosystems,
and high-frequency trading
technologies."

Audit Update 
The statutory auditors of
the company have reviewed
the financial statements
and issued an unmodified
audit opinion, underscoring
the company's strong finan-
cial health and transparent
reporting standards.

F o r w a r d - L o o k i n g
Statementss Disclaimer
This release contains for-
ward-looking statements
involving risks and uncer-
tainties that could cause
actual results to differ mate-
rially from those projected.
String Metaverse Limited
undertakes no obligation to
publicly update such state-
ments except as required
under applicable law.
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Iran says some progress has
been reached in talks with
the US, but a deal "is not
imminent". Foreign min-
istry spokesman Esmail
Baqai's remarks came after
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said an agreement
could possibly be reached on
Monday. "It is correct to say
that we have reached a con-
clusion on a large portion of
the issues under discus-
sion," Baqai said in Tehran
on Monday. "But to say that
this means the signing of an
agreement is imminent - no-
one can make such a claim."
The memorandum of under-
standing reportedly
involves a 60-day ceasefire
extension, reopening the
Strait of Hormuz and a plan
for further negotiations over
Iran's nuclear programme.
At the weekend, President
Donald Trump suggested the
sides were closing a deal,
even though he later said he
had instructed negotiators
"not to rush into" one. On
Monday, Rubio told
reporters in the Indian capi-
tal, Delhi: "We thought we
might have some news last
night. Maybe today."

Cautioning "I wouldn't read
too much into it", Rubio
said: "It takes a little while to
hear back from Iran." CBS
News, the BBC's US partner,
has reported that US intelli-
gence believes Iran's
Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei - who was injured
in an Israeli strike on the
first day of the war which
killed his father and prede-
cessor - is holed up in an
undisclosed location, mak-
ing communication with his
envoys difficult and there-

fore delaying pace of talks
with the US. According to
US media, the mooted deal is
not a final settlement -
instead it leaves some of the
thorniest issues to be negoti-
ated later, including the
scope and timing of Iranian
sanctions relief, the release
of frozen Iranian funds, and
Washington's demands for
Iran to curb its nuclear
ambitions. "So we have,
what I think is a pretty solid
thing on the table in terms of
their ability to open up the

Straits," he said referring to
the Strait of Hormuz - the
crucial waterway where
20% of the world's oil and
liquefied natural gas passes
and which Iran has been
blocking. Oil prices fell
sharply and Asian stock
markets rose on Monday on
hopes of an agreement. The
reported deal has split
Trump's Republicans, with
some publicly arguing it is
too lenient on Iran. Senator
Ted Cruz said it would be "a
disastrous mistake", while

Roger Wicker, who chairs
the Senate Armed Services
Committee, said a 60-day
ceasefire would mean
"everything accomplished
by Operation Epic Fury
would be for naught!"
Senator Lindsey Graham,
who is a close Trump ally,
also criticised any deal that
would leave Iran perceived
as being a dominant force in
the region. "It makes one
wonder why the war started
to begin with," he said.
Trump responded by dis-
missing his critics as "los-
ers" and saying "the deal
with Iran will either be a
great and meaningful one,
or there will be no deal".
Even in a best case scenario,
the effects of a deal are
unlikely to be seen right
away. It could be months
before the shipping industry
will be able to go back to sup-
ply chains that are "physi-
cally in the same shape as
they were before the crisis",
Lars Jensen, chief executive
of Vespucci Maritime and
former director of shipping
company Maersk, told BBC
Radio 4's Today programme.
Should a deal between Iran

and the US be announced in
the coming days, the indus-
try would still remain "cau-
tious and hesitant" to make
any "major operational
changes", Jensen explained.
The US and Israel launched
wide-ranging strikes on Iran
on 28 February, sparking
conflict across the Middle
East. Iran responded by
attacking Israel and US-
allied states in the Gulf, and
effectively closed the Strait
of Hormuz. The move sent
oil prices soaring globally.
Shortly after a ceasefire was
agreed in early April, the US
established a blockade of
Iranian ports, which Trump
says will remain "in full
force and effect until an
agreement is reached, certi-
fied, and signed". In
Sunday's post on Truth
Social, Trump reiterated
that Iran "must understand"
it cannot develop a nuclear
weapon. Tehran has repeat-
edly said its nuclear pro-
gramme is solely for peace-
ful purposes. Some reports
in US media suggest the deal
could see Iran agree to even-
tually hand over its highly
enriched uranium. 

Alia - whose name we have
changed for her safety - trav-
elled hundreds of miles from
her village to Kabul to
escape marriage. The jour-
ney by taxi last year with
her female cousin - covered
from head to toe, only their
eyes visible, as the rules
decree - was an exceptional
thing to do, and risky in
Afghanistan, where at any
moment they might be
caught by the Taliban
inspectors enforcing rules
banning women travelling
long distances without a
male relative escorting
them. But Alia, who is 19,
and her cousin weren't
stopped at any Taliban
checkpoints, and made it to
the capital. "I made up an
excuse to my family saying I
was coming here to meet my
friends and former class-
mates. But that's not true.

They are not here. The actu-
al reason is that if I stayed in
Daykundi, I would be forced
to get married." Instead, she
arrived in Kabul with a
plan: she enrolled in an
English language course.
These short-term, narrowly-
focused private courses -
available only to those who
can afford them - are, along
with madrasas which focus
on religious education, the
only options for girls to

learn past primary school in
Afghanistan. But neither are
close to being a substitute
for formal schooling. It has
now been almost five years
since the Taliban stopped
girls over 12 going to school,
with various reasons given
to explain why the ban is
still in place. Years in which
girls like Alia have grown
up without the education
they wanted and needed.
Years in which the path to a

career has been effectively
shut off, narrowing their
options until millions of
girls in Afghanistan have
been left with just one
choice: marriage. Alia's
story is unusual, not just for
her bravery. But she also
comes from a family which
has the funds to pursue the
few opportunities available
to young women - a rarity in
a country where three in
four people cannot meet
their basic needs, according
to the United Nations.
It's not that Alia's family do

not want her to study – they
accepted she wanted to stay
in Kabul, and are funding
her English course even
now - but even they are con-
strained by the realities of
life in Afghanistan. "Before
the ban, my parents pas-
sionately encouraged me to
go to school. 

Violent clashes have erupt-
ed between inmates and
security personnel at a
prison in the Venezuelan
state of Barinas. Extra
security forces were
deployed to the jail after
prisoners climbed the roof
and burned mattresses in
protest at their alleged mis-
treatment. Witnesses
reported hearing explo-
sions and inmates said
they had been shot at.
Organisations lobbying for
prisoners' rights have long
denounced the poor condi-
tions at many of
Venezuela's penitentiaries.
Non-governmental organi-
sation Venezuelan Prison
Observatory (OVP) said
that the inmates at the jail,
known as Injuba, had been
complaining for more than
a week about their treat-
ment under the prison's
new director. They allege
they were violently
searched, kept in solitary
confinement and mistreat-
ed. The prison director has
so far not publicly com-
mented, nor has the gov-
ernment of interim
President Delcy Rodríguez.
In footage published by
OVP, groups of inmates
can be seen protesting on
the roof, with some burn-

ing mattresses. In one
video, a man can be seen
showing wounds on his
torso and his arm, with
another man shouting
"they're shooting at us".
Others can be heard join-
ing into chants of "we want
justice". In another record-
ing shared by OVP, a
woman wearing dark glass-
es and a face mask address-
es Rodríguez directly and
demands that the minister
of prisons and Injuba's
director resign. She insists
that their protest is peace-
ful before stating their
demands, which include
medicine for prisoners who
have tuberculosis. 
OVP has long drawn atten-
tion to the poor conditions
in Venezuelan jails, with
the organisation warning
that many do not meet the
"minimum standards"
which should be guaran-
teed by law. Since the
United States seized
Venezuelan leader Nicolás
Maduro in a military oper-
ation in the capital,
Caracas, on 3 January, US
pressure has led to the
release of hundreds of polit-
ical prisoners. However,
more than 400 are still
behind bars, according to
pressure group Foro Penal. 

Turkish riot police forced
their way into the head-
quarters of the country's
main opposition party on
Sunday, days after a court
dismissed its leadership.
Clouds of tear gas billowed
outside the Republican
People's Party (CHP) build-
ing in Ankara, where party
members had blocked the
entrances with a makeshift
barricade. Footage from the
scene showed those inside
shouting and throwing
objects towards the
entrance, and police being
sprayed with hoses. Party
leader Özgür Özel had
vowed to defy an appeal
court decision on Thursday
which declared his election
null and void, in a move fur-
ther cementing President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan's
grip on power. The court
decided that Özel should be
replaced by Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, a 77-year-old
party veteran who was
defeated by Erdogan in the
2023 presidential election.
Turkish media reported
that Kilicdaroglu's repre-
sentatives had requested
the police carry out "neces-
sary procedures" to hand
over the headquarters to

the new leadership, claim-
ing they had so far been
barred entry. The city's gov-
ernor then instructed the
police to "implement the
court decision", according
to a statement from his
office. "We are under
attack," Özel said in a video
message shared on X as the
security forces sought entry
to the building, where
clashes were also reported
between his supporters and
those of Kilicdaroglu. Özel
later emerged from the
premises, telling crowds
gathered outside: "They
tried to uproot and throw us
out - to where?" He said the
party would "from now be
on the streets or in the
squares, marching towards
power". He then set off
towards the Turkish parlia-
ment, leading hundreds of
supporters through the
streets of Ankara.The
court's decision overturned
a 2025 ruling by a lower
court that threw out allega-
tions of vote buying in the
party election which made
Özel leader. It also means
the party's entire executive
is replaced, and it is
thought its decisions are no
longer recognised.

Anger is growing over
alleged safety violations in
the wake of China's worst
mining disaster in more
than 15 years. At least 82
people were killed and
more than 120 injured
after an explosion on
Friday at the Liushenyu
coal mine in Shanxi
province, the heart of
China's huge mining
industry. For many in
China, the tragedy harks

back to the 2000s, a period
of regular, deadly coal
mining disasters, which is
widely thought to have
been left in the past. Those
concerns are now reignit-
ed and playing out on
China's tightly-controlled
internet, with people call-
ing for justice and ques-
tioning how this hap-
pened: "It's so heartbreak-
ing, so many precious
lives lost.

A Hong Kong astronaut has
been launched into space for
the first time, aboard China's
Shenzhou-23 spacecraft. Li
Jiaying, a 43-year-old police
officer and mother of three,
serves as the payload scien-
tist in the three-member
crew who made their way to
China's Tiangong space sta-
tion on Sunday night. At
least one member of the crew
will spend a full year in orbit
as part of a key experiment.
Authorities will determine
who that will be at a later
date. The mission is the latest
in China's ambitious space
program to send humans to
the moon by 2030. It comes
amid an accelerating race
with the US, which is looking
to achieve a crewed lunar
landing by 2028. The
Shenzhou-23 is tasked with
studying the effects of micro-
gravity on the human body,
among many experiments.
Apart from Li, the two other
astronauts on the mission
are Zhu Yangzhu, a 39-year-
old space engineer and
Zhang Zhiyuan, a 39-year-old
former air force pilot. Large
crowds waved Chinese flags
as the rocket launched from

the north-west Gobi desert
on the Long March 2-F rocket
at 23:08 local (15:08 GMT)
Sunday. A few hours later, it
docked on the Tiangong
space station. Hong Kong
Chief Executive John Lee
said Li's inclusion in the mis-
sion was a "historic"
moment. Li said she was
inspired by Yang Liwei, the
first person sent to space by
China's space programme.
"This is a rare chance. Why
not try?" Li said, according to
Xinhua news agency. As she
made her way to the launch
on Sunday, Li said, accord-
ing to state broadcaster
CCTV: "How high our
Chinese spacecraft flies,
that's how high we can hold
our heads high". 

Russia carried out a deadly
large-scale wave of strikes
against Ukraine, firing hun-
dreds of drones and dozens of
missiles on Saturday night.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
Kyiv was the main target, but
other areas were also hit, with
about 100 people injured. Four
people were killed in the capi-
tal and wider region, with
explosions heard throughout
the night. Dozens of residen-
tial buildings, a school, an
opera house and a museum
were damaged. Russia's
defence ministry said the
Oreshnik hypersonic missile
was used in the strikes, which
it described as coming in
response to Ukraine's "attacks
on civilian infrastructure".

Ukraine's military denies tar-
geting civilians. Early on
Monday, energy infrastruc-
ture was damaged in a missile
attack on Russia's Belgorod
region bordering Ukraine,
including the city of Belgorod,
the Interfax news agency
reported, citing local authori-
ties. There were no casualties

but power and water supply
were interrupted, Interfax
said. It did not provide further
details. Russia's Yaroslavl
region, northeast of Moscow,
also came under under a
drone attack, the Governor
Mikhail Yevrayev said on
Telegram. Russian President
Vladimir Putin launched a

full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022. He accused
Kyiv of hitting a student dor-
mitory in the town of
Starobilsk on Friday, in
which Russian officials said
21 people were killed.
Ukraine's military said its
forces did carry out an attack
in Starobilsk in Russian-occu-
pied eastern Ukraine
overnight on Friday, but
maintained that it struck an
elite Russian drone military
unit. European leaders have
condemned the Russian
strikes early on Sunday,
which came after warnings
from Zelensky that Russia
was planning an attack, and
that it may have been
preparing to use the
Oreshnik missile.

A gunman who shot at a
White House security
checkpoint was killed in an
exchange of fire with
Secret Service agents on
Saturday evening, officials
have confirmed. The sus-
pect was Nasire Best, a 21-
year-old man, the
Metropolitan Police
Department told the BBC.
He reportedly was known
to police and had a docu-
mented history of mental
health conditions. Gunfire

rang out just after 18:00
local time (23:00 GMT) -
reporters filming outside
ducked and ran for cover
inside the White House. US
President Donald Trump
was at the White House but
was unharmed. He
thanked officers for their
"swift and professional
action". The shooting
comes a month after a gun-
man opened fire at the
White House
Correspondents' Dinner. At least 19 people taken to hospital after 'strong smell' reported at Tokyo mall
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Gurindervir Singh is making headlines.
The athlete became the first Indian sprint-
er to clock a sub-10.10 timing in the 100m
race. Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar
lauded India's sprint sensation
Gurindervir Singh after the Punjab ath-
lete scripted history by becoming the
fastest Indian ever in the men's 100m
event. Gurindervir clocked a sensational
10.09 seconds at the 29th National Senior
Athletics Federation Competition 2026 in
Ranchi. The 25-year-old's remarkable
effort rewrote the national record and
secured qualification for both the
Commonwealth Games and Asian
Games. Reacting to the historic feat,
Tendulkar shared a post on X, praising
the sprinter for his landmark achieve-
ment. "Incredibly proud of Gurindervir
Singh for becoming the fastest Indian
ever. What a phenomenal achievement.
Keep sprinting ahead, champion!"
Tendulkar said in a post on X.
Gurindervir's record-breaking run
capped a dramatic day in Ranchi. He had

earlier clocked 10.17 seconds in the semifi-
nals to briefly set a new national mark,
only for fellow sprinter Animesh Kujur to
surpass it moments later with a 10.15-sec-
ond effort. In the final, however,
Gurindervir reclaimed the record
emphatically with his historic 10.09s fin-
ish, while both he and Animesh booked
their spots for the Glasgow

Commonwealth Games. Earlier on
Sunday, Union Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya congratulated the sprinter
after he became the first Indian to clock
below 10.10 seconds in the men's 100m
event. In a post on X, Mandaviya wrote,
"10.09 seconds! Gurindervir Singh, you
have rewritten history. The entire nation
is incredibly proud of you!" z

CM Punk might be away
from WWE television right
now, but fans are still talk-
ing about him nonstop after
a new gym video started
making rounds online. The
former World Heavyweight
Champion recently
appeared in fan-shot
footage while training dur-
ing his break from WWE
programming, and honest-
ly, people could barely rec-
ognize him at first. The rea-
son? Punk looked seriously
jacked. The viral clip quick-
ly spread across wrestling
social media after a fan
shared that they randomly
noticed Punk training at
the same gym. According to
the fan, they didn't even
realize it was the WWE star
initially because of how
muscular and ripped he
looked compared to his
recent TV appearances.
Soon after, an X user
reposted the TikTok clip,
and wrestling fans instant-
ly started reacting to
Punk's physique transfor-
mation during his current
hiatus. CM Punk's new look
during WWE break gets

internet attention The gym
clip became a huge talking
point mostly because fans
were shocked at how differ-
ent CM Punk looked physi-
cally. In the footage, The
Second City Saint appeared
noticeably more muscular
while training during his
time away from WWE TV.
CM Punk has been absent
from WWE ever since
WrestleMania 42, where he
faced Roman Reigns in a
singles match for the World
H e a v y w e i g h t
Championship. Even
though Punk delivered a
strong performance in the
high-profile bout, he ulti-
mately failed to win the
title. Since that match, he
hasn't appeared on WWE's
weekly shows, which has
left fans constantly wonder-
ing when he'll return. A lot
of people online started
speculating whether Punk
could be preparing for
another major run once he
returns. Others simply
joked that the former cham-
pion looked “built differ-
ent” during his break from
wrestling. 

Pokemon YouTuber Luke
“GameboyLuke” has finally
responded after days of back-
lash surrounding the cheat-
ing allegations involving fel-
low creator Rich
“RaidAway” and Rich's ex-
partner, Taylor. The drama
originally started on May 21,
2026, when RaidAway posted
on X claiming that Taylor
cheated on him with
GameboyLuke during New
Year's. Rich also said he only
discovered the situation
months later, despite the
breakup already happening
back in January.  His emo-
tional posts quickly spread
online, with many fans
shocked seeing two well-
known Pokemon creators
suddenly caught in personal
relationship drama. Now,
after several days of online
discussions, GameboyLuke

has shared his side of the
story. In a detailed statement
posted on X on May 24, Luke
admitted he handled things
badly, apologized directly to
Rich, and confirmed there
were still feelings between
him and Taylor from their
past relationship. What
GameboyLuke said while

responding to the cheating
allegations In his statement,
GameboyLuke said he
understood people were
upset and admitted that he
should have told Rich about
the situation much earlier.
He called his actions “incred-
ibly wrong” and said he was
not trying to make excuses

for what happened. Luke also
clarified one of the biggest
talking points online.
According to him, he and
Taylor “did not sleep togeth-
er” before her breakup with
RaidAway. However, he
added that this did not erase
the betrayal or emotional
damage caused by the situa-
tion. The YouTuber
explained that he had been
trying to deal with much of
the situation privately before
finally deciding to speak pub-
licly. He also acknowledged
that many people would
probably not be satisfied with
just one post but felt remain-
ing silent was making things
worse. GameboyLuke says
he and Taylor still had feel-
ings for each other Another
major part of Luke's state-
ment focused on his past rela-
tionship with Taylor. 

The Royal Challengers
Bengaluru and Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) contest
might have been a dead-rub-
ber form the IPL 2026 playoffs
qualification standpoint, but
it went on to enthral fans in
an unexpected way after a
personal battle erupted
between Virat Kohli and
Travis Head. The match
ended with SRH securing a
victory, shortly after which,
Kohli turned down Head's
handshake, setting the inter-
net ablaze. While fans could
make out that the RCB star
wasn't happy with Head's
antics in the middle, Kohli's

fans decided to drag the SRH
batter's wife Jessica into the
matter. It isn't the first time
that players' spouses have
had to bear the consequences
of what happened on the
field. Travis Head's catch to
dismiss Rohit Sharm during
India and Australia's ODI
World Cup final in 2023 pro-
duced a similar experience
for Jessica. The aftermath of
the Kohli-Head clash in the
IPL 2026 match wasn't much
different for her. "It feels like
a repeat of the abuse that
happened after the World
Cup. I woke up to my socials
blasting... we are fine but

they are attacking my friends
and family," Jessica said
while speaking to Australian
media outlet The Advertiser.
"I think across all sports at

the moment there's an impor-
tant conversation around
mental health, perspective
and the way we speak to one
another. Passion will always

be part of sport, but so is
remembering there are real
people and families behind
the game. Hopefully this
encourages more kindness
and support for one another,"
she added. What Prompted
Virat Koli To Snub Travis
Head Handshake? Former
India all-rounder Irfan
Pathan, who was doing com-
mentary during the SRH vs
RCB match, revealed that a
lot transpired between Kohli
and Head while the former
was batting. The on-field tus-
sle then led to the snubbed
handshake, which could've
been avoided. "Yes, I was

commentating at that time.
Look, Virat also likes to play
cricket the way the
Australians do. A little ban-
ter, a little aggression, a little
talk of 'okay, come and bowl a
few deliveries.' That's what
he was saying: 'You are not
an Impact Player.' 
Generally, he is an Impact
Player, and he goes off the
field. He asked him to bowl,
something happened, and he
was calling him out as well.
Look at what happened after
the game-I am not going to
talk much about that. But
what happened on the field is
okay, it happens. 

On the occasion of World
Football Day, Zinc Football
Academy (ZFA) reiterated
its commitment to driving
the growth and development
of football in India. As it con-
tinues to celebrate the trans-
formative power of football
in shaping young lives, Zinc
Football, in the past year
alone, has positively impact-
ed more than 1,400 young
boys and girls in its bid to
nurture grassroots talent
and support India's foot-
balling aspirations. This sea-
son has been a landmark
chapter in ZFA's journey.
The academy clinched its
third Rajasthan State Men's
League title, remarkably
achieved with one of the
youngest squads in the com-
petition, underlining its
strong development path-
way. On the national stage,
ZFA's Under-18 team fin-
ished runners-up in the

AIFF Under-18 Elite League,
emerging as the second-best
Under-18 team in India.
Marking another significant
milestone, the Zawar acade-
my made its debut in the I-
League 3, one of the top tiers
of Indian football. The girls'
team also delivered an
exceptional season within
just one year of its debut,
securing titles at the Doon
Cup, DAV Under-19
Nationals, and Asmita

Football League, while cur-
rently leading the points
table in the ongoing
Rajasthan Senior Women's
League, highlighting the
rapid rise of women's foot-
ball at ZFA. Guided by its
core philosophy, "Football
Creates Dreams. Zinc
Football Academy Builds
Futures", Hindustan Zinc's
ZFA has evolved from a
grassroots initiative into a
professionally driven foot-

ball ecosystem. With a
strong focus on holistic
development, the academy
combines world-class infra-
structure, structured coach-
ing methodologies, and tech-
nology-led performance
analysis to nurture the next
generation of Indian foot-
ballers. Beyond the pitch,
the academy promotes a true
student-athlete model,
ensuring every player's edu-
cation is taken care of, all on
a full scholarship basis.
Since its inception in 2018,
Zinc Football Academy-an
AIFF 3-star rated academy-
has consistently produced
players for India's age-group
teams, strengthening the
nation's talent pool.
Recently, the academy also
launched India's first resi-
dential football academy for
girls, with an inaugural
batch of 20 players from
rural backgrounds. 

Travis Head's Wife Abused After Virat Kohli Incident,
Ugly Side Of IPL Fan Culture Exposed Again

Indian-origin tennis star
Nishesh Basavareddy made
headlines at the French
Open after he beat world
No. 9 Taylor Fritz of the
United States. The 21-year-
old Basavareddy, currently
ranked No. 148 in the world,
beat his compatriot 7-6, 7-6,
6-7, 6-1. After Taylor Fritz
suffered a first-round exit at
Roland Garros following a
shocking defeat at the
hands of countryman
Nishesh Basavareddy, he
stayed upbeat despite the
loss, saying his level was
not that bad but the Indian-
American "cooked him"
with his drop shots. In his
first appearance in the
main draw of a clay-court
major, the American wild
card Basavareddy pre-
vailed on his fourth match
point after a titanic fight
against his compatriot,
securing his first victory at
Roland-Garros and his first
win against a Top 10 player,
becoming the first
American to achieve this
"double" in Paris since 1996
and Chris Woodruff, who

had then beaten Andre
Agassi. Who Is Nishesh
Basavareddy? The Indian-
origin Basavareddy was
born in Newport Beach,
California, in 2005. His par-
ents had moved to the
United States from Nellore,
India, in 1999. His older
brother, Nishanth, was also
born in the United States.
His father initially worked
for Toyota. Basavareddy
turned pro in 2024 and had
earlier been among the top
100 in the world too. In the
pair's first ATP head-to-
head meeting, Basavareddy

often put the seventh seed
on the back foot with pin-
point backhand accuracy
and deft drop shots. "He just
played incredibly well,"
Fritz said of Basavareddy.
"The biggest thing was just
the drop shots were crazy.
Typically, when someone is
drop-shotting me too much,
I kind of just tell myself,
'Okay, I need to hit the ball
deeper'. "He was hitting
insane drop shots, off balls
that were landing on the
baseline. He killed me with
that, and there's not really
much I can do about it. 

IPL 2026: DELHI CAPITALS DEFEATS
KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS BY 40 RUNS

MERCEDES TEEN STAR KIMI
ANTONELLI WINS CANADIAN GP

FOR HIS 4TH STRAIGHT F1 VICTORY
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t was a pleasure work-
ing with Ram Charan.
The film Peddi will
remain in the minds of

the audience: Kannada
superstar Shivaraj Kumar
Mega Power Star Ram
Charan's most awaited
action drama 'Peddi' is creat-
ing huge buzz across the
country. The film is already
mesmerizing the audience
with its amazing glimpses,
two chartbuster songs and a
powerful theatrical trailer.
Directed by Buchi Babu
Sana, the film is being pro-
duced by Venkata Satish
Kilaru under the banner of
Mythri Movie Makers,
Sukumar Writings and
Vriddhi Cinemas. Peddhi is
set to release globally on
June 4. Special premieres
will be held on June 3. In this
backdrop, the film team
organized a grand press
meet in Bengaluru.
Mega Power Star Ram
Charan said at the
Bengaluru press meet..
Greetings to all the Kannada
audiences. Heartfelt thanks
to all the fans. I feel lucky to
receive so much love doing
what I love and know. I bow
to all of you and to God. I am
coming before you again
after almost two and a half
years. We all worked very
honestly and devoted our
lives for this film. Write it
down... This will be one of
the best films. Shivanna is
like a father, an uncle, and a
brother to me. He is a legend
in the Indian film industry
and the king of Kannada cin-
ema. I feel blessed to be
working with such a great
actor. I am very happy that

AR Rahman is a part of this
film. Janhvi also worked
very honestly for this film.
This is the first film for our
producer Satish. He did it
with all his heart. Without
Buchi Babu, this film would
not exist. Also, thank you to
Jagapathi Babu and DOP
Ratnavelu. Special thanks to
Sukumar garu who was the
main reason for this film to
happen. The most inspiring
film I have done in my life is
'Peddi'. I hope you all will
definitely watch this film in
theaters on June 4th.
Kannada superstar Shivraj
Kumar said.. Greetings to
everyone. Ram Charan has
worked very hard to reach
this level. He has been work-
ing very honestly since his
first film. He always has the
blessings of his parents,
Pawan Kalyan and fans. On

one occasion, Pawan Kalyan
and Ram Charan sat side by
side at an event. The affec-
tion between them touched
me a lot. It is like the bond I
have with Puneeth. I like
Ram Charan a lot. It was a
great pleasure to work with
him. Producer Satish, direc-
tor Buchibabu and
Ratnavelu all showed me a
lot of love and affection. I
believe that Ram Charan
will definitely get a National
Award with the film
'Peddhi'. We all love
Chiranjeevi. I also partici-
pated in the blood donation
camp organized on his birth-
day and donated blood. The
audience loves Chiranjeevi's
family a lot. I have never
seen such affection any-
where. There are no lan-
guage differences between
us. We always support good

artists with love. I told
Charan that I would do it
immediately when he told
me that there is a role in this
film. Buchibabu garu has
crafted my role wonderfully.
The bonding between us will
definitely impress the audi-
ence. There is a strong emo-
tion in this film. The story
told by Buchibabu garu will
definitely connect every
audience. The character of
'Peddi' will remain in every-
one's heart. I am also eagerly
waiting for June 4th.
Heroine Janhvi Kapoor
said.. Namaste Bengaluru.
Our movie 'Peddi' is releas-
ing on June 4th. It is a very
special story. I hope every-
one will definitely watch it in
theaters and enjoy it.
Director Buchi Babu has
crafted a wonderful story. I
am very happy to act with

Ram Charan garu in this
movie. Also, I consider it a
great honor in my life to get
the opportunity to act in a
scene with our Kannada
superstar Shivanna garu. I
hope you all will enjoy
watching 'Peddhi' in theaters
on June 4th.
Producer Venkata Satish
Kilaru said: Hello everyone. I
feel lucky to have the oppor-
tunity to produce a presti-
gious film like 'Peddi'. It is an
excellent sports drama. It
has all the elements that can
be watched with the whole
family. Ram Charan garu
has worked tirelessly for this
film. His dedication and hard
work are visible on screen at
every moment. We have
made this film with a lot of
love. I hope you all enjoy
watching 'Peddi' in theaters
on June 4th.

oung and talented
actor Harshith
Reddy, who recently
scored a successful

hit with “Subham,” is now
coming up with his new
film “Deewana.” The mak-
ers officially announced
today that the movie will
have a grand world-
wide theatrical
release on
June 19
t h r o u g h
G e e t h a
F i l m

Distributors.
The poster
promises an
intense one side love
story full of madness. This
youthful love story has
already grabbed the audi-
ence’s attention with its
promotional content,
including the teaser and
songs. The teaser of

“Deewana”
received a

superb response,
while the song “Idi Prema…
Idi Prema…” sung by
Karthik has turned into a
chartbuster. The film is
generating a strong buzz
among youth audiences.
The movie is being pro-

duced by Vasudev
Koppineni and Sridevi
Karyampudi under the ban-
ners of ARHA Media and V
Studios. Actress Smeha
Manimegalai and director
Srikanth Sangishetti are
being introduced through
this beautiful love story. 

CCast:
Harshith Reddy, Smeha
Manimegalai
Technical Team:
Costumes – Manasa

Production Designer –
Jhansi Gojala
Editor – Hrushikesh Paspal
DOP – Vamsi Pachipulusu
Music – Eshwar Chand
Digital Marketing – House
Full
PRO – GSK Media (Suresh –
Sreenivas)
Producers – Vasudev
Koppineni, Sridevi
Karyampudi
Story, Screenplay &
Direction – Srikanth
Sangishetti

other beautiful rural
love story is all set to
entertain Telugu

audiences. Titled ‘Single
Raju’, the film stars
Vishwas, Mounika, and
Divya in lead roles and is
being directed by young
filmmaker S.S. Varma.
With its unique title
already creating curiosity
among movie lovers, the
title poster and glimpse of
the film were grandly
launched at Prasad Labs,
Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with ‘Maaa Events’.
Director and producer
Venu Udugula attended
the event as the chief
guest. He officially
unveiled the title poster
and released the glimpse

of ‘Single Raju’.
Speaking on the occasion,
Venu Udugula said, “I like
both S.S. Varma and
Vishwas very much. The
moment I heard the story,
I found it very interesting.
They started this project
with great determination
and are making it wonder-
fully. The entire team is
working very hard, and I
wholeheartedly wish the
film becomes a big suc-
cess.”
Director S.S. Varma said,
“This film would not have
been possible without the
support of Venu Udugula
anna. More than me, my
parents worked hard for
this movie. I strongly
believe ‘Single Raju’ will

stand out as a complete
entertainer that will sure-
ly impress the audience.”
Hero Vishwas said,

“Director S.S. Varma and
all of us are making this
film with great passion.
During the village sched-

ule, everyone there sup-
ported us wholeheartedly.
We request audiences to
encourage and support

our movie.”
Heroines Mounika and
Divya said, “We are confi-
dent that everyone will
like our film. The story,
set against a village back-
drop, has all the entertain-
ing elements. Thanks to
our director and the entire
team for their support.”
The ‘broken heart’ emoji
seen in the title logo hints
that the movie is being
made as a youthful love
entertainer. With its rural
backdrop and interesting
concept, the film has
already generated curiosi-
ty among audiences. The
makers are expected to
officially announce more
details about the cast and
other updates soon.

iger fame Ananya
Panday’s latest
film Chand Mera

Dil has found itself at the
center of a major social
media debate after a
Bharatanatyam-inspired
dance sequence from the
movie went viral online.
The clip, featuring
Ananya performing a
fusion version of the
classical dance form,
triggered strong reac-
tions from viewers, with
many accusing the film
of failing to respect the
traditional art form.
Several social media
users criticized the cho-
reography, expressions,
and execution of the
sequence, arguing that
Bharatanatyam requires
years of discipline and
training. Some netizens
even compared
Ananya’s performance
to iconic classical dance
moments by actresses
like Sridevi and Sai

Pallavi, claiming those
performances reflected
the true grace of the art
form.
The controversy intensi-
fied after political
spokesperson Dr. Shama
Mohamed also reacted
strongly online, stating
that classical dance
forms should not be
insulted through poorly
executed performances.
Meanwhile,

many memes and
trolling posts flooded X
and Reddit, with users
mocking the dance
sequence and question-
ing Bollywood’s
approach towards classi-
cal art forms. However,
not everyone agreed
with the criticism. A sec-
tion of viewers defended
Ananya and pointed out
that the sequence was
designed as a cinematic
fusion performance
rather than a pure
Bharatanatyam recital.

he Vihari OTT team
released a special
preview at the pres-

tigious Cannes Film
Festival, marking a new
chapter in Telugu digital
entertainment and travel
storytelling.
For the past 18 years,
Vihari has entertained
audiences with its travel
programs. Now, it is trans-
forming into a full-fledged
global travel OTT plat-
form. Known as one of the
most popular travel
brands in Telugu media,
Vihari has showcased
tourist destinations, cul-
tures, traditions, food, and
unique experiences from
around the world.
After successfully present-
ing many inspiring travel
stories on television,
Vihari is now set to reach
audiences on a much larg-
er scale through OTT.

Vihari OTT will be
launched grandly in June
as the first Telugu OTT
platform dedicated entire-
ly to travel content.

Vihari OTT Global Vision
Unveiled during Cannes Film
Festival by 'Bigg Boss' Fame

Sri Satya while filming Cannes
as a Tourist destination

A

Action King Arjun
Sarja, Preeti
Mukundan and
Abhirami starrer

much-awaited action enter-
tainer ‘Blast Zone’ is all set
for a grand theatrical release
on May 28. The film is being
prestigiously distributed
across Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana by Sithara
Entertainments. Directed by
Subhash K Raj and produced
by AGS Entertainment, the
film has music composed by
‘KGF’ fame Ravi Basrur.
Ahead of the release, the
film’s team held a grand
press meet on Monday at
Park Hyatt Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event, Arjun
Sarja said, “Blast Zone is a
very special film for me. The
film carries a powerful mes-
sage about standing against
injustice in society and
empowering women with
courage and confidence. The

movie blends women
empowerment with strong
commercial elements. Preeti
Mukundan and Abhirami
have performed outstanding
action sequences after
undergoing martial arts
training. Ravi Basrur’s back-
ground score is exceptional,
and every technical depart-
ment has delivered brilliant
work. This film will not feel
like a dubbed movie; every
character will connect emo-
tionally with the audience. I
am confident everyone will
thoroughly enjoy Blast Zone
in theatres on May 28.”
Actress Abhirami said, “I
am extremely happy to be
part of such a powerful mass
entertainer. I have never per-
formed such an intense role
or action sequences before. I
worked very hard for this
film and even underwent
special training. The trailer
has received a fantastic

response, and the film is
packed with stunning visu-
als, music, and action. Blast
Zone is definitely a theatrical
experience.”
Actress Preeti Mukundan
said, “We are overwhelmed
by the tremendous response
to the Telugu trailer. I
strongly believe Blast Zone
will become a huge success
in Telugu as well. I thank
Sithara Entertainments for
releasing our film on a grand
scale.”
Director Subhash K Raj said,
“Audiences will witness vin-
tage Arjun sir in this film.
The movie will be a treat for
his fans. Preeti Mukundan
and Abhirami delivered
exceptional performances.
After seeing the response to
the trailer, I understood the
expectations are very high,
and I assure audiences that
the film will exceed those
expectations.”
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