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RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 
ANNOUNCE RIVAL 
CEASE-FIRES AS DEADLY 
STRIKES CONTINUE

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

04- 05-2026
Total pilgrims: 70,996
Tonsures: 28,809
Hundi kanukalu: 3.74 CR 
Waiting Compartments..10

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 8 H

SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

1,52,240/-

GOLD RATE
24K

VIRAL VIDEO: POOJA HEGDE 
PREDICT-ED THALAPATHY
 VIJAY’S 2025 WIN

FIRE BREAKS OUT 
AT RBI BUILDING IN 
NEW DELHI, NO 
INJURIES REPORTED
New Delhi (TSIT) : 
A fire broke out at the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) building here 
on Tuesday afternoon, but was 
controlled soon in a swift response 
from firefighting teams. No inju-
ries or casualties were reported in 
the incident, officials said. 
According to officials, the blaze 
originated from a box containing 
solar panels within the premises. 
Firefighters were alerted to the 
situation at around 1.05 pm, fol-
lowing which five fire tenders 
were rushed to the spot. The fire 
was brought under control within 
15 minutes, preventing any major 
damage or escalation.
Authorities confirmed that the 
situation was handled quickly 
and safely, with no harm to per-
sonnel present at the building. 
The incident comes close on the 
heels of another fire reported in 
the city. A blaze had broken out 
earlier in the Chawri Bazar area 
of Delhi, for which a call was 
received by the Connaught Place 
Fire Station at around 7:21 pm on 
Sunday. Firefighting teams were 
immediately dispatched to man-
age the situation. Meanwhile, last 
week, the central bank said that 
98.47 per cent of the Rs 2,000 
denomination banknotes in circu-
lation have been returned, nearly 
three years after it announced 
their withdrawal.
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CM Naidu hails South Coast 
Railway Zone creation

Amaravati (TSIT)

The long-cherished dream of 
Andhra Pradesh's people has 
been fulfilled, said Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu on Tuesday while 
hailing the gazette notifica-
tion issued by the Centre to 
create the South Coast 
Railway Zone.

“It is heartening that the 
Railway Ministry has issued 
a gazette notification estab-

lishing the South Coast 
Railway Zone with 
Visakhapatnam as its head-
quarters. The long-cherished 
dream of Andhra Pradesh's 
people has been fulfilled. 
Official operations of the 
zone, centred at 
Visakhapatnam, are set to 
commence from June 1, 2026,” 
the Chief Minister posted on 
X.“As part of the reorganisa-
tion of the Waltair Division, 
merging key sections like 

Palasa-Ichchapuram into the 
Visakhapatnam Division will 
transform the transportation 
landscape of North Andhra. 
With coordination between 
the newly formed 
Visakhapatnam Division and 
the Rayagada Division, the 
railway system will be fur-
ther strengthened. This will 
contribute to the state's devel-
opment, particularly the 
industrial growth of North 
Andhra,” he said.

After Bhaktavatsalam, Jaya, Stalin is 3rd 
incumbent TN CM who fails to get elected
Chennai (TSIT)

 Outgoing Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister and DMK 
President M K Stalin has 
earned a dubious distinc-
tion of becoming the third 
incumbent CM failing to 
get elected in the 
Assembly elections after 
Congress stalwart M 
Bhaktavatsalam in

1967 and AIADMK 
Supremo J Jayalalithaa in 
1996.Stalin lost from his tra-
ditional Kolathur seat by a 
margin of litte over 9,000 
votes to known DMK face 
and former DMK MLA V S 
Babu of political newbie 
Vijay’s fledgling Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) 
which had swept the polls 
with a stunning electoral 
entry, pushing the two major 

Dravidian players, the DMK 
and the AIADMK to the sec-
ond and third positions. In 
the 1967 elections, veteran 
Congress leader M. 
Bhaktavatsalam was defeat-
ed in the Sriperumbudur 
constituency by DMK candi-
date D.Rajarathinam in the 
elections, and became the 
first sitting CM to lose the 
pol ls .  Besides 

Bhaktavatsalam, most of his 
cabinet colleagues were also 
defeated in this election as 
DMK headed by its founder C 
N Annadurai formed the 
first ever DMK government 
and since then it was the 
DMK and its arch rival 
AIADMK which had been 
governing the state alterna-
tively for the last six decades, 
which was now halted by 
Vijay’s next Gen youth force. 

In the historic 1967 
Madras State Legislative 
Assembly election, 
Bhaktavatsalam’s defeat 
was part of a major land-
slide for the DMK, which 
marked the end of Congress 
rule in Tamil Nadu and 
since then the National 
party’s dream of returning 
to power and establishK 
Kamaraj rule.

Mamata rules out resignation, 
vows to strengthen INDIA bloc

Kolkata (TSIT): 

A day after Trinamool 
Congress witnessed a major 
defeat in West Bengal 
Assembly elections after 15 
years of uninterrupted rule in 
the state, the outgoing Chief 
Minister, Mamata Banerjee, 
on Tuesday, stressed on the 
necessity of strengthening the 
INDIA Bloc to organise a move-
ment nationally against the 
BJP and the NDA-ruled Centre. 
She also ruled out the possibil-
ity of voluntarily tendering her 
resignation to the Governor as 
the outgoing Chief Minister.

According to her, the 
“defeat” of Trinamool Congress 
this time, was not a “defeat” in 
the real sense as the results did 
not reflect the true public 
mandate.“Why shall I resign 
now? We are not defeated in 
the true sense. The results are 
reflections of massive misap-
propriation and vote-looting. 
So, where from the question of 
resignation comes,” Mamata 
Banerjee told media persons 
on Tuesday afternoon at a 
press conference accompanied 
by her nephew and Trinamool 
Congress General Secretary, 
Abhishek Banerjee and a host 
of members of the outgoing 
state Cabinet led by her.

Speaking on the occasion, 

she also claimed that after the 
results were declared on 
Monday night, she received 
solidarity calls from all top 
leaders of the constituents of 
the INDIA bloc. According to 
her, top leaders from the INDIA 
Bloc like Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi, Arvind Kejriwal, 
Akhilesh Yadav and Hemant 
Soren called her up and 
assured of support.“The INDIA 
Bloc will become stronger in 
the coming days. Akhilesh 
wanted to come and meet 
today. I have asked him to 
come tomorrow. 

■ “Why shall I resign now? 
We are not defeated in the 
true sense. The results are 
reflections of massive 
misappropriation and 
vote-looting. 

MAMATA BANERJEE.....

'TARGETING CIVILIANS UNACCEPTABLE': 

PM Modi condemns 
attack on UAE that 
injured 3 Indians
New Delhi (TSIT): 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday condemned 
the attack on the UAE's 
Fujairah that resulted in inju-
ries to three Indian nationals 
and termed the targeting of 
civilians and infrastructure 
"unacceptable."

PM Modi expressed India's 
solidarity with the UAE and 
reiterated support for the 
peaceful reso-
lution of all 
issues through 
dialogue and 
d i p l o m a c y . 
"Strongly con-
demn the 
attacks on the 
UAE that 
resulted in 
injuries to 
three Indian nationals. 
Targeting civilians and infra-
structure is unacceptable. 
India stands in firm solidarity 
with the UAE and reiterates its 
support for the peaceful resolu-
tion of all issues through dia-
logue and diplomacy. Ensuring 
safe and unimpeded naviga-
tion through the Strait of 
Hormuz is vital for enduring 
regional peace, stability and 
global energy security," PM 
Modi posted on X.

21 killed, 61 injured 
in China fireworks 
plant explosion
Changsha (TSIT): 
The fireworks plant explosion 
in central China's Hunan 
Province has left 21 people 
dead and 61 others injured, 
authorities said Tuesday. The 
explosion occurred at around 
4:43 p.m. Monday at the plant 
of Huasheng fireworks manu-
facturing and display compa-
ny in Liuyang, a county-level 
city under Changsha, capital 
city of Hunan. More than 480 
rescuers in five teams have 
been mobilised for the rescue, 
with three rescue robots 
deployed.As the explosion site 
is located near two black pow-
der warehouses, the rescuers 
have evacuated nearby resi-
dents and set up a buffer zone 
to prevent a secondary acci-
dent. As of 8 a.m. Tuesday, the 
rescuers had confirmed the 
casualties following the first 
round of searching. The 
injured have been rushed to 
hospital for treatment and the 
second round of searching is 
underway.

CABINET CLEARS 
PROPOSAL TO 
INCREASE SUPREME 
COURT JUDGES' 
STRENGTH

New Delhi (TSIT): 

The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on Tuesday 
approved the introduction 
of the Supreme Court 
(Number of Judges) 
Amendment Bill, 2026, in 
the Parliament to increase 
the sanctioned strength of 
judges in the apex court. 
The proposed legislation 
seeks to amend the 
Supreme Court (Number of 
Judges) Act, 1956, enhanc-
ing the number of judges 
from the present 33 to 37, 
excluding the Chief Justice 
of India (CJI). According to 
an official statement, the 
move is aimed at improv-
ing the efficiency and func-
tioning of the Supreme 
Court while ensuring the 
expeditious delivery of jus-
tice. "The increase in the 
number of judges will 
enable the Supreme Court 
to deal with cases more 
effectively and reduce pen-
dency, thereby ensuring 
timely justice to litigants," 
the government said.

CS reviews arrangements for 
PM Modi’s May 10 Telangana visit

Hyderabad TSIT: 

Ahead of the visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
Telangana on May 10, a 
high-level review meeting 
was held at the Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Telangana State 
Secretariat on Tuesday to 
assess preparedness across 
d e p a r t m e n t s . C h i e f 
Secretary K.Ramakrishna 
Rao chaired the meeting 

and reviewed the arrange-
ments being made for the 
Prime Minister’s tour. He 
directed officials of all 
departments to work in 
close coordination to ensure 
smooth and successful con-
duct of the visit.During the 
visit, the Prime Minister is 
expected to inaugurate sev-
eral development projects 
and participate in a public 
meeting. 

New Delhi (TSIT) 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Tuesday cautioned against 
what he described as “petty 
political reactions” to the 
recent Assembly election out-
comes in West Bengal and 
Assam, warning that the devel-
opments signaled a deeper 

challenge to demo-
cratic institutions 
in India.In a post 
on X, Gandhi took 
exception to sec-

tions within the Congress and 
other opposition circles who 
were reacting with satisfaction 
to the Trinamool Congress’s 
setback in West Bengal. 

Rahul warns of ‘threat to democracy’ after 
Bengal, Assam results; urges Opposition unity
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BJP hijacked and 
destroyed democracy, 
says Kejriwal
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Formation of South Coast Railway Zone – 
Major Reforms in Railway System with 

Visakhapatnam as Headquarters

Amaravati, May 5: SRM 
University-AP, in collabo-
ration with the 
Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, hosted the 
Amaravati Quantum 
Valley & IBM Workshop 
titled “Designing the 
Future: 100 Advanced 
Quantum Algorithms on 
Real Machines,” marking 
a major step in advancing 
quantum research and 
innovation.

The workshop brought 
together experts from 
academia, industry, and 
government, creating a 
platform for collaboration 
and knowledge exchange. 
Vice Chancellor Ch. 
Satish Kumar highlight-
ed the university’s vision 
of becoming a research-
driven institution, with 
plans to expand quantum 
infrastructure, including 
a diamond qubit lab and 
specialised research cen-
tres.Pradyumna P. S., 
Secretary to the Chief 
Minister, emphasized the 
state’s commitment to 
positioning India as a 
global leader in frontier 
technologies through 

innovation-led growth. 
Mission Director C. V. 
Sridhar outlined the 
Amaravati Quantum 
Valley initiative and its 
focus on infrastructure, 
talent development, and 
partnerships.

The event featured ses-
sions by experts from 
IBM Quantum, including 
Dr. Nick Bronn and Dr. 
Ritajit Majumdar, who 
discussed advanced top-
ics such as Hamiltonian 
simulation and error mit-
igation. Contributions 
from Centre for 
Development of Advanced 
Computing and Tata 
Consultancy Services 
added industry perspec-
tives.Participants also 
visited the Quantum 
Reference Facility at the 
campus, showcasing 
ongoing developments in 
quantum technologies. 
The workshop reinforced 
SRM University-AP’s role 
as a key player in India’s 
growing quantum ecosys-
tem and its commitment 
to nurturing future 
researchers and innova-
tors.

SRM University-AP Hosts 
Quantum Workshop, Boosts 

Research and InnovationS r i s a i l a m /
Markapuram (TSIT): 
The Devasthanam 
authorities have 
announced the organ-
isation of the ‘Maa 
Swami Mallanna – 
Maa Chentake’ pro-
gramme in Chenchu 
tribal hamlets to pro-
mote Hindu Dharma 
and strengthen cultur-
al ties with tribal com-
munities.

According to 
Chairman Potugunta 
Ramesh Naidu and 
Executive Officer Y. 
Srinivas Rao, the 
Dharma Prachara pro-
grammes will be con-
ducted on May 6 at 
M e k a l a b a n d a 
Chenchu Gudem and 
on May 7 at Chintala 
in Markapuram dis-
trict.

As part of the pro-
gramme, a grand 
Shobha Yatra will be 
held in the evening, 
followed by the 
Kalyanotsavam of Sri 
Mallikarjuna Swamy 
and Goddess 
Bhramaramba Devi. 
Necessary arrange-
ments have already 
been made in coordi-

nation with the 
Integrated Tribal 
Development Agency.

Chenchu devotees 
participating in the 
programme will be 
honoured with Sesha 
Vastrams, including 
dhoti and shawl for 
men and saree and 
blouse for women, as a 
mark of blessings from 
the Devasthanam.

The initiative high-
lights the deep cultur-
al bond between the 
Chenchu community 
and the Srisailam 
Temple. Traditionally, 

Chenchu tribals 
regard Goddess 
Bhramaramba as their 
daughter and Lord 
Mallikarjuna Swamy 
as their son-in-law, a 
belief reflected in folk-
lore and temple sculp-
tures.

Officials said the 
programme aims to 
bring temple tradi-
tions closer to tribal 
devotees of the 
Nallamala region, 
w h e r e  L o r d 
Mallikarjuna Swamy 
is widely worshipped 
as a family deity.

‘Maa Swami Mallanna Maa Chentake’ 
programme to reach Chenchu Gudems

Pawan Kalyan hails new railway zone as 
transformative step for Andhra’s growth
Amaravati, May 5 : 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister, Pawan 
Kalyan, on Tuesday hailed 
the gazette notification 
issued by the Centre for 
South Coast Railway Zone 
with its headquarters at 
Visakhapatnam.

“New Zone, New Speed, 
New Growth! A transfor-
mative step for Andhra 
Pradesh’s growth and con-
nectivity,” the Jana Sena 
leader posted on ‘X’.

He expressed his heart-
felt gratitude to the Union 
Government under the 
visionary leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw for officially 
declaring in the Gazette of 
India the constitution of 
the South Coast Railway 
Zone with headquarters at 
Visakhapatnam, effective 
from June 1, 2026.

“This historic decision 
brings the Guntakal, Guntur 
and Vijayawada divisions of 
South Central Railway along 
with the restructured 
Waltair division, now 
renamed as Visakhapatnam 
division, under the new zone, 
significantly strengthening 
Andhra Pradesh’s railway 

network,” posted Pawan 
Kalyan.“The creation of a 
new Rayagada division 
under East Coast Railway 
further enhances operational 
efficiency. This long-awaited 
step will accelerate regional 
development, improve con-
nectivity and create new 
opportunities for the people 
of Andhra Pradesh,” he 
added. The actor-politician 

thanked Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu for his 
consistent efforts in achiev-
ing this for the state. He 
termed it a proud and pro-
gressive step forward for 
Andhra Pradesh. Meanwhile, 
Telugu Desam Party’s state 
president Palla Srinivasa 
Rao hailed the gazette notifi-
cation as a historic milestone 
for North Andhra.

Srikalahasti: Village tanks 
are emerging as crucial 
assets for strengthening the 
rural economy, groundwa-
ter recharge, and environ-
mental balance, with ongo-
ing restoration works 
under government initia-
tives.
In Srikalahasti Mandal, the 
Jaladhara–Jalaharati pro-
gramme has taken up 85 
works, including feeder 

channels and tank restora-
tion projects. One such ini-
tiative at Gangalapudi vil-
lage involves the develop-
ment of a water conserva-
tion pit in the local tank at a 
cost of Rs.4 lakh, engaging 
around 75 MGNREGA 
workers.
The project is expected to 
channel rainwater from 
nearby tanks, helping 
recharge 15 borewells and 4 

open wells, benefiting 
Gangalapudi and Velavedu 
villages. Once completed, 
the restored tank will pro-
vide irrigation to nearly 150 

acres of farmland, support-
ing crops such as paddy and 
groundnut.Officials said 
the initiative is being imple-
mented under the Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Act, providing livelihood 
opportunities while 
improving water conserva-
tion. The scheme has been 
further strengthened under 
the VBGRJ Scheme, which 
increases guaranteed work-
days from 100 to 125 days.

Local worker Koti 
Chandrababu said the 
works have helped prevent 

rainwater wastage and 
improve groundwater lev-
els, while also providing 
steady income of Rs.300–
Rs.307 per day.

The initiative highlights 
how integrated water con-
servation efforts can simul-
taneously enhance agricul-
tural productivity, ensure 
water security, and gener-
ate employment in rural 
areas.

Village Tank Restoration Boosts Irrigation, Jobs Under Jaladhara Scheme

Tirupati: MLA Arani 
Srinivasulu stated that 
priority is being given to 
common devotees during 
the ongoing Tatayyagunta 
Gangamma Jatara in 
Tirupati.
The traditional Vadibala 
Kratuvu marking the begin-
ning of the Jatara was per-
formed on Tuesday morning 
as per customs. The MLA, 
along with his wife Satyavati, 
participated in the rituals 
and later took part in 
Abhishekam to the Goddess. 

Tirupati Municipal 
Corporation Chairman 
Mahesh Yadav and EO 
Jayakumar facilitated the 
darshan.Speaking on the 
occasion, Srinivasulu said 
the Jatara will conclude on 
the 13th with Champa 
Narakadam. He added that 
all arrangements have been 

made jointly by the Municipal 
Corporation, Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams, and 
Tirupati Urban Development 
Authority.Highlighting 
crowd management, the 
MLA said adequate security 
measures are in place to han-
dle the large influx of devo-
tees. He clarified that VIP 
darshan will be restricted to 
specific time slots — from 6 
AM to 8 AM and 3 PM to 5 PM 
— ensuring that common 
devotees receive priority 
access.

Priority for Common Devotees at Gangamma 
Jatara: MLA Arani Srinivasulu

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : The Government of India 
has announced the formation of a new rail-
way zone named “South Coast Railway” as 
part of significant administrative reforms 
in the railway sector. The decision has been 
notified through an official Gazette, exercis-
ing the powers conferred under the Railways 
Act, 1989. The new zone will come into 
effect from June 1, 2026. The Central 
Government has clarified that the head-
quarters of this new zone will be estab-
lished in Visakhapatnam.

As part of this decision, certain key divisions 
from the existing East Coast Railway and South 
Central Railway zones are being reorganized to 
form the new zone. The Guntakal, Guntur, and 
Vijayawada divisions under South Central Railway 
will be included in the South Coast Railway. 
Additionally, the Waltair Division of East Coast 
Railway will be bifurcated, and a major portion of 
it will be converted into the “Visakhapatnam 
Division” and merged into the new zone.The bifur-
cation of the Waltair Division is a crucial aspect of 
this restructuring. The division will be split into 
two parts, with one part continuing under East 
Coast Railway as a newly formed “Rayagada 
Division.” The remaining portion will be renamed 
as the Visakhapatnam Division and incorporated 
into the South Coast Railway. The Rayagada 
Division will include important railway sections 
such as Koraput–Singapur Road, Kottavalasa–

Kirandul, Kuneru–Theruvali, 
and  Gunupur–
P a r a l a k h e m u n d i . T h e 
Visakhapatnam Division will 
cover major sections extend-
ing from Ichchapuram to 
Palasa, Visakhapatnam, and 
Duvvada, along with routes 
such as Vizianagaram–
Kuneru, Naupada–
Paralakhemundi, and 
Bobbili–Salur. In addition, 
peripheral lines like 
Simhachalam North–
Duvvada bypass and 
Vadalapudi–Duvvada will 
also fall under this division. 
Altogether, this division will 
span approximately 463 kilo-
meters.Considering opera-
tional requirements.
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Edit

The year was 2011, when the DMK found itself demolished
by the AIADMK in the Tamil Nadu assembly elections.
That election, MK Stalin had moved from his traditional
Thousand Lights seat to the newly created Kolathur con-
stituency. Stalin was up against Saidai Duraisamy of the
AIADMK, and it was a tense see-saw electoral battle as
there were several delays during the counting process due
to disputes over EVMs.  Meanwhile, at the Karunanidhi
residence in Gopalapuram, the then DMK chief was anx-
ious because Stalin's defeat would mean a rejection of the
next-in-command of the party. It was only when Stalin
finally scraped through by a margin of some 2,700-odd
votes that his father heaved a sigh of relief, even though
the party was voted out of power. 

KKolathur Gives, Kolathur Takes
Fifteen years later, Kolathur gave Stalin heartache once
again, keeping him worried through the course of
Monday. This time, however, there was no good news at
the end of the counting process. Stalin suffered the
ignominy - like M Bhaktavatsalam, the last Congress
chief minister of Tamil Nadu in 1967, and J Jayalalithaa
in 1996 - of a sitting chief minister losing his own seat. VS
Babu of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) defeated
Stalin by 8,795 votes. Ironically, Babu is of the DMK DNA,
having been a party MLA from Purasawalkam in 2006. 
Stalin's defeat in Kolathur is more than just a lost seat; it
is the collapse of the strongman image. During the elec-
tion campaign, Stalin wore a black shirt, burnt copies of
the delimitation bill and cast himself in the role of a
Tamil Nadu warrior taking on the might of the Delhi
Sultanate. Little did he realise that in his backyard in
Kolathur, ensconced inside the DMK's Chennai fortress,
the ground was slipping under his feet. 
So, what went so horribly wrong for the DMK, consider-
ing that just three months ago, several opinion polls pre-
dicted that he would return as chief minister and achieve
a feat even his celebrated father did not - that is, win a
second consecutive term in office?

Udhayanidhi And Other Awkward Questions
The decision to elevate Udhayanidhi Stalin to the post of
deputy Chief Minister presented the "dynastic politics"
charge to his opponents on a platter. Therefore, when the
DMK outsourced the job of attacking actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay to the likes of Prakash Raj, it rang hollow.
When Raj asked what work Vijay had done to deserve
coming to power, people obviously asked the counter
question - what did Udhayanidhi do to be elevated to the
No. 2 position? 
The second mistake Stalin made was to underestimate
Vijay's star power. He treated Vijay as another Kamal
Haasan who had just an urban appeal at best. When huge
crowds thronged Vijay's roadshows, they were dismissed
as crazy fans. By the time the DMK realised Vijay's aura
transcended all divides - rural-urban, gender, caste, reli-
gion, social and economic status - enough holes had
already been made in the DMK citadel. 
Stalin thought the welfare template of the DMK regime
was enough to make the electorate vote decisively for
them for the fourth consecutive time since 2019. But what
was different from the previous two Lok Sabha and one
assembly election was the presence of a fresh political
force - one that did not believe in bribing voters, one that
did not mobilise crowds by paying money, or arrange
tempos, liquor and biryani. The youth did not want free-
bies. They found the promise of an AI ministry, collateral-
free education loans, anti-drug enforcement and start-up
seed capital, more attractive. The Gen-Z gave the thumbs
up to the empowerment promised by Vijay, rejecting
Stalin's doles. 
What really took away the women's vote from the DMK
was the perception that the law and order situation was
bad. The surge in drug-related crimes was the DMK's
Achilles' heel. So, when Stalin spoke of the 'D-stock', refer-
ring to the Dravidian ideology of the party, critics lam-
pooned it. For, 'D' in their book stood for 'drug culture',
reportedly prevalent at every street corner. 

Kill The Messenger
However, instead of remedying the situation, the DMK
regime tried to control the narrative. Media management
was put in place to ensure no negative news found its way
into mainstream, digital and social media. Now, with the
DMK out, many journalists are relieved that they will no
longer be intimidated if they file a report or even put out a
tweet critical of the government. There is a lesson there
for ruling parties in other states in India. 
In terms of strategy, the DMK used the template it had
successfully employed and used in elections in the past. It
kept trying to scare the voter, saying that AIADMK-BJP
combine would mean that Chennai would be controlled
by Delhi. But it was a line that no longer excited the voter
because the voter had moved away from the DMK-
AIADMK binary and started looking towards the new kid
on the political block.

Thhat Insurance Policy
When did it begin to look like Stalin was growing unsure
about victory? When he went out of his way to include
more than 20 parties in his alliance. The move was mar-
keted as the trait of an 'accommodative' leader. It was not.
It was an insurance policy the DMK was buying. In the
end, the allies turned out to be paper tigers. 
The choice of candidates was another. Take the example
of Katpadi. While the DMK gave the ticket yet again to 87-
year-old Durai Murugan (who lost), the TVK presented an
alternative in the form of Dr M Sudhakar against him.
The DMK ecosystem dismissed Vijay's supporters as
''tharkuris'' (idiots). But the fact of the matter was that sev-
eral professionals with expertise in different fields have
now won on TVK tickets.
In the revolving door of Tamil Nadu politics, Stalin is no
stranger to defeat. But the latest one comes at a particu-
larly inopportune time. A re-election would have meant
passing the baton to his son, Udhayanidhi, during the
course of the term. The Tamil Nadu assembly would now
see two actor-turned-politicians facing off, Chief Minister
Joseph Vijay vs Leader of Opposition Udhayanidhi Stalin. 

May 4 has turned out to be much
more than just another counting day
in Bengal. It will go down as the day
when a 15-year political order
imploded in full public view. By mid-
afternoon, it became clear that the
Trinamool Congress's 15-year rule in
West Bengal was coming to an end
as news of the Bharatiya Janata
Party's (BJP) electoral successes
came pouring in from across the
state. Out of a total of 294 seats in the
assembly, the BJP has bagged a
whopping 206, while the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) has been reduced to
a mere 81, a bitter loss of 133 against
its 2021 sweep. The rest of the tally is
divided among the CPI(M), the
Congress and others, whose out-
come could not tilt the scale. It was a
six-to-seven per cent swing of votes
in its favour that pulled the BJP
from 77 seats in 2021 to where it is
today, all thanks to a campaign
where it not only capitalised on the
TMC's mistakes but also steadily
pushed its own goals.  RG Kar,
Nirbhaya, And How Governments
Fall For the Trinamool, the main
talking points in its election cam-
paign were its welfare schemes that
focused on women's empowerment,
education, and rural development.
Key initiatives included the flagship
Lakshmir Bhandar scheme, which
offers monthly financial aid to
women, and other programmes such
as Kanyashree, Swasthya Sathi, and
Karmashree, targeting social securi-
ty.  The BJP, on the other hand,
came with the promise of extending
to Bengal its schemes from other
states, and also raising the amount
distributed through them. Many
existing beneficiaries appear to have
been convinced that even if a new
government came in, the ongoing
schemes would not be stopped.
Despite women's issues making up
much of the core of Mamata
Banerjee's policymaking - Ma, Mati,
Manush was its clarion call this elec-
tion  - doubts about women's securi-
ty in the state could not be dispelled.

Incidents like the rape and killing of
a young doctor on duty at Kolkata's
RG Kar Medical College in 2024 cast
a long shadow over the effectiveness
of the state government. One could
almost draw a parallel between RG
Kar and the Nirbhaya incidents,
both of which eventually snowballed
politically, and, coupled with other
factors, unseated the governments of
the day.

Mamata Made It Easy For BJP
It is fair to state that West Bengal's
political and social landscape has
undergone a drastic change in the
past few decades when it comes to
communal politics. Through its
relentless Hindu-versus-Muslim
narrative, the BJP was able to con-
vince a large section of the elec-
torate, especially in the urban and
peri-urban areas, that Bengal faced
an impending danger of being over-
run by Muslims.
Banerjee herself handed such talking
points to the BJP by aggressively
engaging with the state's orthodox
Islamic leaders and attending their
religious events, often in hijab.
Schemes such as honorariums for
imams also met with disapproval

from a large section of Hindus.
Banerjee tried to balance this by con-
structing lavish temples in Digha
(the Jagannath temple) and Kolkata's
New Town (Durga Angan), which
further entrenched her in competi-
tive communalism in a society that
had, for long, imagined itself to be rel-
atively resistant to these forces.

The Construction 'Syndicates'
Construction and material supply
syndicates were another bane for
the TMC. In the absence of large or
medium-sized industries, a large
section of Bengal's youth resorted to
supply networks to earn a living.
These often boiled down to extortion
of money from local businessmen in
exchange for protection. Such syndi-
cate-controlled activities ranged
from construction and road-building
in rural areas to illegal coal supply
and cattle smuggling. Syndicates
also controlled bidding for state gov-
ernment contracts, and part of the
money generated through such
operations came back to the party
via its local leaders. It will be inter-
esting to see how the BJP dismantles
this syndicate system, as it promised
during its election campaign. It will

need to do this because syndicates
often tend to co-opt whoever is in
power.

No More An Outsider
The BJP owes the astounding result
significantly to Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah's election management.
Both made Kolkata their second
home in the run-up to voting in late
April. While Modi spoke about big-
picture issues, it was left to Shah to
take care of the nuts and bolts. The
campaign was also aided by a much
harder booth-level and seat-level
focus than before. Without putting
Hindutva front and centre of its mes-
saging, the BJP doubled down on the
idea of "Paribartan" (change) - one of
their campaign slogans was
"Paltano dorkar, chai BJP sorkar"
("We need change, we need a BJP
government") - giving the TMC a
taste of the same medicine it had
administered to the Left Front in
2011, the last time Bengal's political
landscape shifted seismically.  
The election also unfolded under an
extraordinary security and adminis-
trative architecture. Shah deployed
nearly 250,000 paramilitary forces of
various kinds, aided by armoured

personnel carriers - the kind usually
seen in insurgency-prone areas such
as Jammu and Kashmir, Naxal-dom-
inated regions, or conflict zones like
Manipur. The entire state adminis-
tration, from Chief Secretary to
Block Development Officers, was
transferred, replaced by handpicked
officers from BJP-ruled states.
Hundreds of special election
observers from outside the state
were deployed, right up to polling
personnel, sending a clear message
that the Election Commission (and
the central government) did not
trust officers from West Bengal. And
all this after some 27 lakh people
were struck off the electoral list
through the much-debated Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise.
With more than 92% average
polling, it appears that the people of
Bengal, especially its youth, have
given the BJP the mandate it was
desperately seeking. The state is
beset with unemployment and a lack
of opportunities, which have led to
thousands of youth migrating to
other parts of India in search of jobs.
It is clear that the TMC's leadership
and a section of Bengal's media -
steeped in conventional modes of
narrative-building - had little sense
of the tectonic shift that was under-
way in Bengal.

Where  The BJP Worked The
Hardest
One of the sharper explanations for
the result lies in electoral arith-
metic. Back in 2021, the TMC's
advantage was not evenly spread:
nearly a third of its 215 seats had
been won by margins of more than
20 percentage points. This meant the
BJP did not need to overturn Bengal
everywhere. It needed to write off
difficult seats and concentrate on the
competitive ones, where a five-to-
seven percentage-point swing could
be decisive. The results suggest that
the BJP did exactly that: it overper-
formed in vital pockets, made
inroads into peri-urban belts.

When Mamata Banerjee first
took West Bengal by storm in
2011 with the twin slogans of
"poribortan" (change) and
"Maa, Maati, Manush'' (moth-
er, earth, mankind), she
came as a breath of fresh air
in a state desperate to
unshackle itself from 34
years of Left rule.

Fifteen years later, her heady
slogans lie tattered in a cor-
ner of West Bengal's psyche.
From the bhadralok in urban
areas to the rural peasantry,
from the tribals in the north
and the south to the
Scheduled Castes and OBCs
scattered across the state, dis-
illusionment with Mamata
appears to have outstripped
disgust with the Left, to hand
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) a stunning break-
through in a state whose cul-
tural chauvinism was long
considered impervious to the
appeal of Hindi heartland
Hindutva. Long after the
dust has settled and the first
BJP chief minister assumes
office in a state that the party
sees as the biggest jewel in its
crown after Uttar Pradesh,
Mamata and other
Opposition leaders will con-
tinue to question how the
verdict was shaped by
aggressive state interven-
tions, such as the Election
Commission's hurried
Special Intensive Review
(SIR) of electoral rolls (which
disenfranchised around 90
lakh voters, of whom 27 lakh
are awaiting a verdict on
their appeals) and the posi-
tioning of 2.5 lakh paramili-
tary forces across West
Bengal.

There are no short answers
to this debate in the face of
the saffron surge evident
from the numbers, which tell
a story in themselves. The
BJP pushed up its vote share
by a whopping 8%, from 38 %
in 2021 to 46% this time, to
streak past the TMC with a
comfortable four-percentage
point lead. The ground was
fertile for change, and the

BJP, supported all the way
by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
seized the advantage with
systematic and meticulous
groundwork over the past
couple of years.

When Mamata Arrived
The rise and fall of Mamata
Banerjee is a poignant saga
of a self-made woman politi-
cal leader who pushed her
way into a men's club
through sheer grit and deter-
mination. Unlike some of her
contemporaries, such as the
late AIADMK leader
Jayalalithaa or the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP)'s
Mayawati, Mamata had nei-
ther family legacy nor a male
mentor to help her rise. She
cut her teeth fighting the Left
Front government on the
streets of West Bengal, only
to be dismissed contemptu-
ously by the men around her,
both in her own party - which
was the Congress at that time
- as well as her political oppo-
nents in the Left, who called
her a "mad, hysterical''
woman. She even took lathi
blows on her head during an
anti-Left demonstration in
Kolkata, necessitating 18
stitches. But that didn't qui-
eten the rebel in her.

Her star started rising once
she walked out of the
Congress in late 1997 to form
her own regional party, the
Trinamool Congress. She
wove in and out of alliances,
first with Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's BJP, and then
with Sonia Gandhi's
Congress - always mercurial,
always dramatic, always
playing to the gallery (and
performing for the media).

Ultimately, however, the
traits that served her well
when she swept the Left out
of power in West Bengal in
2011 are the very ones that
would ultimately lead to her
downfall. Politics cannot sur-
vive on populism alone. The
'Didi' image earned her the
undying loyalty of women

Every hand has a micro-
phone, every voice is not a
journalist

(Factless reporting in the
game of viiews weakens
public trust)

In today's digital age, the
flow of information has
become faster and more
widespread than ever
before. Smartphones and
cheap internet have given
everyone a platform for
expression. While this is a
positive sign for democra-
cy, it also poses serious
challenges. Especially
when some people, armed
with a microphone and
camera costing just 100-200
rupees, declare themselves
"journalists" and begin dis-
seminating information
without any responsibility.
This problem isn't just
about individuals, but
about the mindset that
transforms journalism into
a game of views and likes
rather than a responsible
social obligation. Digital
media has democratized
journalism. Large media
houses are no longer the
sole purveyors of informa-
tion; ordinary citizens can
also record events and
bring them to public atten-
tion. Often, this citizen jour-
nalism highlights issues
that mainstream media
ignores. This shift is also a
source of strength for
democracy, as it increases
the diversity of voices and
strengthens the demand for
accountability at all levels
of power. However, when

this openness is used reck-
lessly, this very strength
turns into a weakness.
Today, going "viral" on
social media has become
the yardstick for success. In
this race, some people try to
gain popularity through
controversy, sensational-
ism, and incomplete infor-
mation. 
They know that harsh lan-
guage, accusations, and
provocation attract atten-
tion, so they focus more on
inciting emotions than on
facts. The biggest downside
is that confusion spreads in
society and the line
between truth and false-
hood becomes blurred.
People accept any informa-
tion as true without verify-
ing it, causing rumors to
spread rapidly and their
impact to deepen. This also
directly impacts govern-
ment institutions.
Government institutions
are the administrative
backbone of any nation, and
their purpose is public serv-
ice. If false or misleading
information spreads about
them, public trust is under-
mined. This trust is eroded
not by a single news item,
but by the continuous
spread of incomplete or
misleading information. As

a result, people begin to
doubt the system, which
can lead to unnecessary
conflict and discontent. It is
equally true that govern-
ment institutions are not
infallible, but the approach
to exposing their shortcom-
ings must be factual and
responsible, not merely sen-
sational. Calling every per-
son with a small micro-
phone a "fake journalist" is
as wrong as assuming every
viral news is true. The
value of journalism is deter-
mined not by equipment,
but by perspective, honesty,
and responsibility. 
Often, it's small and inde-
pendent journalists who
uncover the ground truth,
while even large organiza-
tions sometimes err under
pressure. Therefore, it's
more appropriate to under-
stand the problem as
"responsible versus irre-
sponsible" rather than
"small versus big." The real
crisis is the decline in jour-
nalistic values, where haste
and popularity have
replaced ethics and fact-
checking. The solution
doesn't lie in a single step;
it's only possible through
collective effort. First, socie-
ty must become media liter-
ate, so that people don't

accept every piece of infor-
mation without verifying it.
They must understand that
the credibility of a news
story is determined by its
source, evidence, and con-
text, not by its virality.
Furthermore, strict and
impartial action is essential
against those spreading
fake news, so that a clear
message is sent that free-
dom of expression does not
mean anarchy. Digital plat-
forms must also understand
their responsibility and
develop effective mecha-
nisms to control misleading
content. The need for train-
ing and ethical standards in
journalism is felt more than
ever. While a formal degree
may not be mandatory to
become a journalist, a basic
understanding, a grasp of
fact-checking procedures,
and a sense of responsibili-
ty to society are essential. It
is equally important to
encourage those who work
with integrity and balance
to set positive examples.
The greatest need today is
balance. It's not right to dis-
miss every small journalist,
nor to blindly believe every
news story. We must recog-
nize that this new age of
information brings both
opportunities and dangers. 

editorial
The Strongman Who
Underestimated His

Opponent - And Paid
The Price
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Hyderabad, on 05th May
2026 in a well-organized
and dignified ceremony
attended by senior offi-
cials, esteemed guests,
association members, and
valued customers. The
program commenced at
11:00 AM with the
Inauguration and Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony, led by
the Zonal Manager (ZM
Madam), followed by a tra-
ditional Pooja seeking
blessings for the success
and prosperity of the
branch. The ceremony
continued with Lamp
Lighting and Welcome of
Guests, symbolizing the
beginning of a new jour-
ney, in the presence of dig-
nitaries, union represen-
tatives, and guests. Senior
officials addressed the
gathering, including:  Mr.
Arvind Kalra, Circle
Head, Hyderabad  Mr.
Sujeet Kumar Jha, Circle
Head, Secunderabad  Ms.
Vandana Pandey, Zonal
Manager, Hyderabad
They highlighted the

Bank’s commitment to
expanding its reach, deliv-
ering customer-centric
services, and strengthen-
ing financial inclusion in
the region.
The event also provided a

platform for association
members, landlords, and
customers to share their
views and experiences,
reflecting strong commu-
nity engagement and sup-
port. The program con-
cluded with a Vote of

Thanks delivered by the
Branch Head, Mr. P.
Somukumar, expressing
gratitude to all digni-
taries, guests, and partici-
pants for their presence
and support. Punjab
National Bank reaffirms
its commitment to excel-
lence, trust, and customer
satisfaction through this
new branch, aiming to
serve the growing finan-
cial needs of the
Nanakramguda region.

NOIDA, India, May 5, 2026 –
HCLTech, a leading global
technology company, today
announced a new extension
and expansion of its
Cornerstone Partnership
with MetLife Stadium,
including its new designa-
tion as an Official AI Partner
to the Stadium, the New
York Giants and the New
York Jets.
Building on its designation
as the Official Digital
Transformation Partner of
MetLife Stadium in
September 2022, the partner-
ship now enters its next
phase, with HCLTech
exploring the integration of
its AI-led capabilities to cre-
ate intelligent, scalable solu-
tions that enhance customer
experiences and support
smarter, safer, and more
connected environments.
“Our partnership with
MetLife Stadium, the New
York Jets and the New York
Giants demonstrates how
strategic collaborations can
drive meaningful brand
impact and business out-
comes,” said Jill Kouri,

Global Chief Marketing
Officer, HCLTech. “We have
created experiences that res-
onate with clients while
strengthening HCLTech’s
brand presence across the
strategically important Tri-
State market. We look for-
ward to building on the
momentum and equity of
our relationship by leverag-
ing this multi-year extension
as a model for experience-led
marketing.”  “HCLTech is an

indispensable partner as
they enable us to explore
how technology can trans-
form the customer experi-
ence in meaningful ways,”
said Ron VanDeVeen,
President and CEO, MetLife
Stadium. “As we continue to
innovate, this collaboration
will play a key role in
enhancing the customer
journey while continuing to
ensure a secure and seam-
less experience.” With a

growing portfolio of Fortune
500 clients in the United
States, HCLTech continues
to strengthen its presence
through select, long-term
sports and brand partner-
ships that provide a global
platform to showcase its
strategic work. MetLife
Stadium anchors HCLTech’s
sports partnership portfolio
that has expanded into global
golf, cricket and branded
hospitality.   

The Union Cabinet has
approved two new semicon-
ductor manufacturing proj-
ects under the India
Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) 1.0, taking the total
number of cleared proposals
to 12. The two projects, entail-
ing a combined investment of
about Rs 3,936 crore, will be
set up in Gujarat and are
expected to generate over
2,200 skilled jobs. Among the
approvals is the country's
first commercial facility for
Mini/Micro-LED display
manufacturing based on
Gallium Nitride (GaN) tech-
nology. This project, led by
Crystal Matrix, will come up
in Dholera and include an
integrated compound semi-
conductor fabrication and
assembly unit. The facility
will cater to a wide range of
applications, from televisions
and smartphones to automo-
tive displays and emerging
segments such as extended
reality devices. The second
project, by Suchi Semicon,
will establish an outsourced
semiconductor assembly and
test (OSAT) facility in Surat.
The unit will focus on dis-
crete semiconductors with
applications across power
electronics, industrial sys-
tems, automotive and con-
sumer electronics, with a pro-

posed capacity of over 1 bil-
lion chips annually.  With
these additions, cumulative
investments under ISM have
reached around Rs 1.64 lakh
crore. The government said
the approvals will strengthen
India's broader semiconduc-
tor ecosystem, complement-
ing ongoing efforts in chip
design and manufacturing.
Of the projects cleared so far,
two have already begun com-
mercial shipments, while
several others are at
advanced stages and expect-
ed to go online soon, sig-
nalling steady progress in
India's ambition to build a
domestic semiconductor

value chain. India’s electron-
ic manufacturing strategy is
driven by the Prime
Minister’s vision of
AtmaNirbhar Bharat and
Making India a global manu-
facturing hub. The
Government adopted a struc-
tured and targeted policy for
electronics manufacturing
across the entire value chain
including semiconductors.
As a result of these policies,
electronics manufacturing in
India has expanded signifi-
cantly in the last 11 years. It
can be seen from the follow-
ing statistics: Semicon India
Programme Semiconductors
is a foundational and strate-

gic industry. Semiconductors
are used in almost every
device. 
To promote the development
of its manufacturing ecosys-
tem in India, the Government
launched Semicon India
Programme in January 2022.
It aims at developing a com-
plete ecosystem, ranging
from design, fabrication,
assembly, testing, packaging
and module manufacturing.
In a short span of four years,
the Government has
approved 10 projects with
investment commitments of
about ?1.6 lakh crore.
Commercial production from
two plants (Micron and

Kaynes) has commenced
with 2 more plants to start
commercial production this
year. The details of the
approved Semiconductor
manufacturing units are
placed at Annexure I.
Developing India’s chip
design ecosystem:
Government is developing
India’s chip design ecosystem
in two ways: 1. Supporting
Indian design engineers
through chip design tools In a
one of its kind initiative in
the world, Government has
provided cutting edge chip
design tools from 8 different
companies to 315 universities
at no cost. So far, their usage
has exceeded 200 lakh hours.
Using these tools 211, chips
have been taped out by 75
institutions across India
including 149 chips at 180nm,
SCL Mohali and 62 chip at
overseas foundries. 2.
Supporting Indian design
companies through grant,
free design tool and fabrica-
tion support: Government
has approved 24 projects for
the design of semiconductor
chips and SoCs. These proj-
ects address critical sectors
such as video surveillance,
drone detection, energy
metering, microprocessors,
satellite communications,
and broadband and IoT SoCs. 

Hyderabad, May 05, 2026:
The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
released its Independent
Drive Test (IDT) findings
for the Andhra Pradesh
Licensed Service Area
(LSA), covering extensive
city of Warangal and sur-
rounding areas in the
month of March 2026. The
drive tests conducted
under the supervision of
the TRAI Regional Office,
Hyderabad, were designed
to capture real-world
mobile network perform-
ance across diverse usage
environments- Urban
Zones, Institutional
Hotspots, rural residential
areas etc. 
Between 23rd March 2026 to
25th March 2026, TRAI
teams conducted detailed
tests for 375.3 Kms
Warangal City drive test
and 8 Hotspot locations.
Technologies evaluated
included 2G, 3G, 4G, and
5G, reflecting the service
experience of users across
multiple handset capabili-
ties. The findings of the IDT
have been intimated to all

the TSPs concerned.

Key Parameters Assessed:
a) Voice Services: Call
Setup Success Rate (CSSR),
Drop Call Rate (DCR), Call
Setup Time, Call Silence
Rate, Speech Quality
(MOS), Coverage.

The overall mobile net-
work performance in
Warangal city is summa-
rized below:
Call Setup Success Rate:
Airtel, BSNL, RJIL and VIL
have 100 %, 96.11%, 97.95%
and 99.08% call setup suc-
cess rate respectively in

Auto-selection mode
(5G/4G/3G/2G).
b) Data Services:
D o w n l o a d / U p l o a d
Throughput, Latency,
Jitter, Packet Drop Rate,
and Video Streaming
Delay.
Average download speed of
Airtel (5G/4G/2G) is 161.18
Mbps, BSNL (4G/3G/2G) is
8.32 Mbps, RJIL (5G/4G) is
260.01 Mbps and VIL
(4G/2G) is 27.83 Mbps.
CSSR: Call Setup Success
Rate (in %), CST: Call Setup
Time (in seconds), DCR:
Drop Call Rate (in %) &
MOS: Mean Opinion Score.   

May 2026, Mumbai: Dream
Sports1 today announced
the launch of
DreamStreet2,anew-age
broking platform designed
to make investing simpler
and more accessible for
m a n y
Indians.DreamStreet com-
bines AI,data-driven
insights,and access to
SEBI-registered Research
Analysts (RAs)&
Investment Advisors (IAs)
to help investors make
informed decisions.The
platform is designed espe-
cially for first-time
investors and those who
may have stayed away
from markets due to its
perceived complexity or
lack of guidance.
At launch,DreamStreet
will offer investment in
stocks and ETFs,and
Futures & Options (F&O)
and IPOs expected to go
live in the coming
weeks.DreamStreet will
offer a host of

features,including stock
recommendations by SEBI-
registered experts,AI-
enabled access to informa-
tion for stock and an intu-
itive, built-in AI compan-
ion-Veda-to assist users
with insights, and analysis
for smart investment deci-
sions. Over the next few
months,DreamStreet will
also introduce arrange of
capabilities to further sim-
plify investing.
Rahul Mirchandani, Co-
Founder and
C E O , D r e a m S t r e e t
said,“India's demographic
tailwinds - rising dispos-
able incomes, growing
?nancial literacy, and
rapid smartphone adop-
tion are creating a genera-
tional opportunity for new
retail participation in
?nancial markets. While
we have seen strong
growth in demat accounts
in recent years, a
signi?cant number of
potential investors remain

on the sidelines due to a
lack of clarity and
con?dence around invest-
ing. With DreamStreet, we
aim to bridge this gap. By
integrating AI-enabled
data G information into the
core of the platform, we
want to help users cut
through complexity ,so
that more Indians can be a
part of the India growth
story.” By combining
expert advice, intelligent
technology, and an intuitive
investing experience,
DreamStreet aims to bridge
the gap between the intent
to invest and the confidence
needed to take the first step.
At its core, DreamStreet is
focused on reducing the fric-
tion and apprehension that
prevent many from starting
their investing and trading
journeys. By combining
human guidance with AI-
powered intelligence, the
platform seeks to inspire
confidence and simplify the
investing journey for users..

Hyderabad, 5 st May 2026: The School
of Law at Mahindra University,
Hyderabad, today inaugurated the
International Arbitration Confluence
2026 (IAC 2026) — a three-day interna-
tional platform dedicated to examin-
ing the intersection of law, technolo-
gy, and global dispute resolution — at
the APJ Abdul Kalam Auditorium on
campus. The event is hosted under
the aegis of the Seeding Centre for
Peace and Justice, MU-ADR, in col-
laboration with IIAM-APCAM and
HNLU, Raipur.

A Distinguished Gathering
The inauguration was presided over
by Hon'ble Mr. Justice V. Kameswar
Rao, Judge, High Court of Delhi, as
Chief Guest. The ceremony was
attended by Guests of Honour —
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Jasmeet Singh,
Judge, High Court of Delhi; Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Advait Sethna, Judge,
High Court of Bombay; Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Ravindra Bhat, Former
Judge, Supreme Court of India; and
Hon'ble Mr. Justice G. Raghuram,
Former Director, National Judicial
Academy. Special Invitees Mr.
Gourab Banerji and Dr. Pinky
Anand, both Senior Advocates of the

Supreme Court of India, also graced
the occasion. The dignitaries were
felicitated by Dr. Yajulu Medury,
Vice Chancellor, Mahindra
University, and Prof. (Dr.) E. R.
Jayaram, Dean, School of Law,
Mahindra University. Mr. Anil
Xavier, Senior Advocate and
President of IIAM, and Prof. (Dr.) V.
C. Vivekanandan, Vice Chancellor of
HNLU, Raipur, served as co-hosts of
the event.

Key Addresses
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Anil
Xavier emphasised the imperative of

integrating law schools into the jus-
tice delivery system, articulating that
justice must be prompt, affordable,
satisfying, and amicable — a vision
he sees realised through the
Confluence's founding intent.
Hon'ble Mr. Justice G. Raghuram
urged the ADR community to engage
in honest critical reflection on the
structural weaknesses and "patholo-
gies" of alternative dispute resolu-
tion, cautioning against complacency
in the face of systemic challenges.
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ravindra Bhat
underscored that ADR represents a
fundamentally different conception

of justice — one that moves beyond
adversarial frameworks toward a
resolution that is humane and
restorative. Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Advait Sethna highlighted the prima-
cy of dialogue in dispute resolution,
arguing that meaningful conversa-
tion between parties remains the
most reliable path to mutually benefi-
cial outcomes. Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Jasmeet Singh drew attention to the
enduring centrality of the human ele-
ment in arbitral proceedings, calling
for progressive and purposive inter-
pretation of Section 34 of the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act —
particularly in the context of rapidly
advancing artificial intelligence.
In his address, Chief Guest Hon'ble
Mr. Justice V. Kameswar Rao reflect-
ed on ADR's inherent adaptability to
technological and economic transfor-
mation, stressing that institutional
arbitration — with its emphasis on
transparency, accountability, and
structured process — remains the
most credible framework for navigat-
ing this evolution. He called for a
deliberate balance between techno-
logical innovation and the irreplace-
able quality of human understanding
in dispute resolution.

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECTS RISE TO 12

The Telecom

Regulatory Authority of

India (TRAI) released its

Independent Drive Test

(IDT) findings  for the

Andhra Pradesh Licensed

Service Area (LSA), covering

extensive city of Warangal

and surroundding areas in the

month of March 2026. 
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'Iran knows what not to do',
Trump says when asked
about ceasefire violations
published at 21:21 21:21 "Well,
you'll find out because I'll let
you know," Trump says
when asked what Iran would
have to do to constitute a
breach of the ceasefire. "They
know what to do, or what not
to do more importantly." He
says they don't have any
boats in their navy, instead
they have eight "little boats"
that are "all gone". "So they're
looking around for little
boats to try and compete with
our great navy," he adds. On
the US blockade of Iranian
ports, Trump says not one
Iranian ship has been able to
pass. One ship tried and US
forces "hit the engine with
one shot" after being warned
not to cross. More now from
President Donald Trump,
who says if the US hadn't
engaged in the conflict "we
would've had an Iran with a
nuclear weapon". "Maybe we
wouldn't all be here right
now," he adds. For context,

the UN, US and EU imposed
extensive economic sanc-
tions on Iran from 2010, over
suspicions that its nuclear
programme was being used
to develop a bomb. Iran says
its nuclear programme is for
civilian purposes only. The
president says the US "have
beaten [Iran] badly", adding
that Iran is "reduced to little
boats with a machine gun on

the front of them". It comes
after the US attacked small
Iranian boats in the Strait of
Hormuz. In a Truth Social
post on Monday, Trump said:
"We’ve shot down seven
small Boats or, as they like to
call them, 'fast' Boats". At the
Oval Office, Trump claims
Iran started the war with 159
ships, before saying "every
single ship they had is rest-

ing underwater at the bottom
of the sea".  We've just heard
Trump, who is speaking at an
unrelated event in the Oval
Office, mention the ongoing
war with Iran. "Iran has no
chance," he says. "They never
did. They know it. They
express it to me when I talk to
them and then they get on tel-
evision and say how well
they're doing." He repeats the

familiar lines that the US has
wiped out Iran's military,
navy, airforce, and leaders.
"We can't let Iran have a
nuclear weapon," he adds.
Moving away from a focus on
the Strait of Hormuz briefly,
we can bring you this report
from Lebanon where the con-
flict with Israel continues:
Evacuation orders have
become the norm for many
Lebanese villages and towns
in the south, and when peo-
ple get these orders, they
don't know when or if they
will be able to go back.
Yesterday several villages
also got the order of evacua-
tion and more strikes came
from the Israel Defence
Forces. Sometimes these
orders are happening in
areas that haven't been
declared to be inside the yel-
low line, because the Israelis
keep expanding their posi-
tion on the ground and the
areas they declare as a
buffer zone to protect their
borders. The Israelis main-
tained the same line

throughout the war that
they are attacking Hezbollah
infrastructure, Hezbollah
personnel - but actually, if
we look at figures and num-
bers and names of people
who've been killed, most of
them are civilians. Some are
paramedics and journalists,
even. There is mounting
anger because villages and
homes and towns have been
destroyed or demolished
completely, with the fear
that these areas in the south
will not go back to being res-
idences. The Israelis have
warned that no-one can
come back. But the Lebanese
want to come back - they
have nowhere to stay. It's a
really dire situation for peo-
ple to go back to their homes.
The manoeuvre, announced
by Trump on Sunday,
involves US forces guiding
commercial ships and their
crews through the Strait of
Hormuz, which has been
effectively blocked by Iran,
the US Central Command
(Centcom) says. 

The World Health
Organization says there
may have been rare human-
to-human transmission of
hantavirus on the Dutch
cruise ship where three pas-
sengers have died. The
virus is usually spread from
rodents, but the WHO said
in this instance it could
have spread among "really
close contacts" aboard the
MV Hondius vessel. It
stressed the risk to the pub-
lic was low. Two crew mem-
bers - one British and one
Dutch - are due to be med-
ically evacuated by aircraft
to the Netherlands after dis-
playing "acute respiratory
symptoms", the ship's oper-
ator Oceanwide
Expeditions said. MV
Hondius set sail from
Argentina on its voyage
across the Atlantic Ocean
around a month ago. It is

currently anchored near
Cape Verde, off Africa's
west coast. Medical teams
from Cape Verde, supported
by the WHO, have boarded
the ship to help with the sus-
pected cases, spokesperson
Tarik Yasarevic told the
BBC. Testing is taking place
for other passengers and
crew members who are dis-
playing symptoms. Images
taken from on board the
cruise ship show workers in

hazmat suits in a smaller
vessel alongside. Some 149
people from 23 countries
remain aboard under "strict
precautionary measures",
Oceanwide said. They
include around 20 British
nationals, according to a UK
government spokesperson.
"We do believe that there
may be some human-to-
human transmission that is
happening among the really
close contacts," WHO offi-

cial Dr Maria Van
Kerkhove said. She added
that the WHO suspected the
first person to fall ill could
have contracted the virus
before boarding the ship.
Seven cases of hantavirus -
two confirmed and five sus-
pected - have so far been
identified, according to the
latest WHO update. A per-
son "associated" with the
German national who died
is due to be medically evacu-
ated alongside the two crew
members. The two con-
firmed cases are a Dutch
woman, who is among those
who died, and a 69-year-old
UK national who was evacu-
ated to South Africa for
medical treatment. The
woman's husband also died
but he is not a confirmed
case, nor is the German
national who passed away
on 2 May. 

Two people are dead and sev-
eral others injured after a car
drove into a crowd in the east-
ern German city of Leipzig on
Monday afternoon, local
authorities said. Leipzig
Mayor Burkhard Jung said
the suspected perpetrator -
who authorities have con-
firmed is a 33-year-old
German citizen - was arrested.
Jung added that authorities
were not yet clear about a
motive. Police confirmed a car
had struck several people in
the central Grimmaische
Straße area before driving off.
Authorities said 22 people
were injured, including three
seriously. Michael
Kretschmer, the head of the
state of Saxony, of which
Leipzig is a part, said the sus-

pect previously suffered from
mental illness. "We are utterly
stunned by what has hap-
pened. A man has driven at
high speed into the shopping
area. We are currently mourn-
ing two deaths, three people
with serious injuries and
many others who have been
injured," Jung said. "It is

impossible to find the right
words to describe this horrific
rampage." Lepzig police
spokesperson, Susanne
Luebcke, said that at about
17:35 (15:35 GMT) "a person
drove a vehicle across
Augustusplatz into
Grimmaische Street, continu-
ing on past the market".

"Several people were injured
in the incident. Unfortunately,
we also have to report two
fatalities," she added. "We are
talking about a case of violent
rampage here. We are work-
ing on the assumption that
this was the act of a lone perpe-
trator and currently have no
indications that there is still a
threat to public safety." The
Leipzig's public prosecutor's
office confirmed the deceased
were a 63-year-old woman and
a 77-year-old man, both
German citizens. It said they
are investigating the suspect
for murder and attempted
murder, and that there was
"no basis on current knowl-
edge" to suggest there was
either a religious or political
motive involved. 

Romanian MPs have
voted to remove Prime
Minister Ilie Bolojan in a
no-confidence vote in par-
liament. The largest
party, the left-wing Social
Democrats, abandoned
Bolojan's four-party coali-
tion last month and joined
the far-right opposition to
call for the vote. 
The Social Democrats have
repeatedly clashed with
Bolojan, a liberal, over aus-
terity measures aimed at
reducing the budget deficit.
President Nicusor Dan,
who is now expected to try
to rebuild the coalition
under a different prime
minister, has sought to give
reassurances that Romania
- an EU and Nato member
which borders Ukraine -
will retain its pro-Brussels
stance. A total of 281 MPs
voted for the no-confidence
motion, well above the 233
needed for the measure to
pass. Elections are not due
until 2028, and though a
snap poll is unlikely, finan-
cial markets are concerned
that the turbulence could
mean Romania wavers in
its commitment to narrow-
ing the EU's biggest budget
deficit. Romania's curren-
cy, the leu, fell to a record

low against the euro ahead
of Tuesday's vote. Bolojan's
coalition came to power 10
months ago during efforts
to curb the rise of the far-
right Alliance for Uniting
Romanians (AUR), which
won one-third of parliamen-
tary seats.  Dan himself won
a tense presidential poll last
May, after a far-right victo-
ry in elections the previous
year was annulled over alle-
gations of campaign fraud
and Russian interference.
The coalition had started to
reduce the deficit but fric-
tions with the Social
Democrats grew as the left-
ists' voter base was hit by
austerity. 
The party has said it is pre-
pared to rejoin a pro-EU
coalition under a different
prime minister. "Political
discussions will be difficult,
but it is my responsibility
as president - and that of the
political parties - to steer
Romania in the right direc-
tion," Dan told reporters.
The president is now
expected to nominate a dif-
ferent member of Bolojan's
party, or possibly a techno-
crat, to lead a new govern-
ment. Bolojan will continue
as caretaker prime minis-
ter until it is approved.

Nine people have died in
an explosion at a coal mine
in Colombia in the latest
fatal accident to hit the
country's mining sector.
Emergency workers said
they had rescued six min-
ers from the shafts in
Sutatausa, north of the
capital, Bogotá. Colombia's
national mining agency
said a build-up of gases
was thought to have
caused the explosion at
16:00 (21:00 GMT) on
Monday. It also published
a list of recommendations
it said it had made to the
mine's operators after an
inspection less than a
month ago, in which it had
warned of a "potentially
dangerous gas build-up".
Many mines in Colombia
are operated informally
and without proper safety
standards. The captain of
the regional fire depart-
ment, Álvaro Farfán, said
emergency workers were
still working to retrieve
the miners' bodies. Those
who survived are being
treated in hospital. Mining
accidents are common in
Colombia. Last July, 18

workers were rescued
from an unlicensed gold
mine after having been
trapped underground for
18 hours due to a mechani-
cal failure.  One of the
deadliest recent incidents
also unfolded in Sutatausa
in 2023, when 21 people
died in a blast which tore
through the tunnels of a
complex of coal mines in
the area. That explosion
was caused by a build-up of
methane gas, investigators
said at the time. Sutatausa
has been a coal-mining
centre for decades with
many of its residents work-
ing in the industry.

The dust at this busy recy-
cling plant is pervasive and
the steady noise of hoppers
and conveyor belts makes
this a challenging environ-
ment to work in. The facility
in Rainham, east London is
owned by Sharp Group, a
family-run skip and waste
management firm. Along the
conveyor belts runs every-
thing you could imagine,
from shoes, to old VHS cas-
settes and blocks of concrete.
The team here processes up
to 280,000 tonnes of mixed

recycling every year with 24
agency workers on its rapid
conveyor belts. This is a haz-
ardous industry. While
Sharp Group is proud of its
safety record, work-related
injury and ill-health in the
sector is 45% higher than
other industries. And the
fatality rate is a sizeable mul-
tiple of the national average.
These factors, along with the
unpleasant nature of the
work, mean keeping work-
ers is difficult. Annual staff
turnover runs at 40%. 

Popular Australian
author Craig Silvey, best
known for his children's
and young adult fiction
books, has pleaded guilty
to possessing and distrib-
uting child exploitation
material. Silvey, 43, was
arrested in January dur-
ing a police raid at his
Perth home in Western
Australia where several
electronic devices were
seized. In court on
Tuesday, the Jasper Jones
and Runt author admitted
to two charges relating to
child exploitation materi-
al produced in January.
Police dropped two extra
charges, one over material
allegedly produced in
2022. The father-of-three's
bail was continued and he
is due back in court in
July. Since his arrest, pub-
lishers, shops and schools
have pulled his books
from shelves. Outside
court, Silvey did not make
any comments to the
media. His 2009 novel
Jasper Jones - a coming-
of-age story featuring a 13-
year-old boy as its protag-

onist - garnered several
awards in Australia and
was shortlisted for the
International Dublin
Literary Awards. In 2017,
it was made into a feature
film, starring Toni
Collette and Hugo
Weaving. Another of his
acclaimed works is 2022's
Runt, about the adven-
tures of an 11-year-old girl
and her stray dog and set
in the Australia outback.
It was also adapted for
film in 2024, featuring
Celeste Barber.

Russia and Ukraine have
declared unilateral cease-
fires starting this week,
ahead of commemorations
held by Russia to mark the
Soviet Union's victory over
Nazi Germany on Saturday.
Russia said it would hold a
ceasefire on 8 and 9 May and
threatened a "massive mis-
sile strike" on central Kyiv if
Ukraine violated the truce.
But Kyiv announced it
would observe an open-
ended ceasefire from mid-
night on 6 May, and that
Ukraine would act "symmet-
rically" from that point on.
Volodymyr Zelensky's chief
of staff Kyrylo Budanov said
that if the ceasefire
announced by the Ukrainian
president was reciprocated,
"we will continue to observe

it... The next move is
Russia's". Shortly after the
warring sides announced
the moves, five people were
killed and dozens injured in
combined missile and drone

strikes across Ukraine
overnight. In Russia, author-
ities in the Chuvash
Republic said two people
were killed and 32 injured in
a drone attack on Tuesday

morning. The two ceasefires
appear to be unilateral -
meaning the two sides have
not agreed on their terms,
length or monitoring. "We
have made our proposal,"

Zelensky said, urging Russia
to lay down arms "and move
to real diplomacy". "It's utter
cynicism to ask for silence to
hold propaganda celebra-
tions and to launch such
missile-drone attacks every
day beforehand," he added.
Ukraine's earlier, open-
ended truce is likely a way
for Zelensky to show that his
country is willing to start an
immediate and lasting cease-
fire and that any violations
will be pinned on Russia.
"We believe that human life
is of incomparably greater
value than the 'celebration'
of any anniversary," he
wrote on Telegram. Ahead of
its own midnight ceasefire
on Wednesday (Tuesday
22:00 GMT), Ukraine also
launched a series of aerial

attacks on Russia, hitting an
industrial area in Kirishi in
the Leningrad region and a
factory that produces mili-
tary components in
Cheboksary, in the Chuvash
Republic. Zelensky said
domestically-produced
Flamingo cruise missiles
were used to strike the
Cheboksary factory, some
1,500km (930 miles) away
from the front line. An
unverified nighttime video
showed a fast-moving object
and large explosion. 

The Russian defence
ministry later confirmed it
had downed six Ukrainian
Flamingos as well as 601
drones. On Tuesday morn-
ing, several airports
across Russia were tem-
porarily shut. 

Nine people
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Marking a return from
injury on Monday, Rohit
Sharma played a pivotal
role in the Mumbai Indians'
victory over the Lucknow
Super Giants in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026.
Rohit emerged as the top-
scoring batter in the match,
registering an 84-run knock
of 44 balls, while also
orchestrating a match-win-
ning partnership of 143 runs
for the first wicket with
Ryan Rickelton. After the
game, Rohit engaged in a
casual chat with the owner
of the LSG franchise, Sanjiv
Goenka, who shared a post
on Tuesday, calling the MI
stalwart a 'living legend'.
The 39-year-old opener bat-
ter was making his return
to the MI playing XI after
missing a few matches due
to injury, and he played an

impactful knock in just 44
balls with the help of six
fours and seven sixes. As
Goenka met Rohit after the
game, he couldn't stop hail-
ing his humility. "The
warmth @ImRo45 carries
shows up in every conversa-
tion I have with him. His
humility is evident in every

moment spent around him.
That's what makes him a
champion and a living leg-
end," the post from the LSG
owner read. Speaking on
Star Sports' 'Amul Cricket
Live', the former Indian
skipper Sunil Gavaskar
lauded Rohit Sharma's bat-
ting display against LSG. "I

have been watching Rohit
Sharma closely over the last
year. Ever since he was
removed as captain in
white-ball cricket and the
IPL, he has focused more on
his batting. He scored runs
in the ODI series against
Australia, did well in the
home series, and now he is
doing the same in the IPL.
In the IPL, he usually scores
400 to 500 runs a season, but
his knocks are often impact-
ful. He may not have many
80-plus innings, but his 40 to
50-run starts give his team
early momentum," said
Gavaskar. "The change in
his game is clear: he now
wants to bat deeper and
leave a bigger impact. In
this 84-run knock, we saw
all the typical Rohit
Sharma shots. The pull shot
was on display. 

Top-ranked Aryna
Sabalenka believes tennis
players should organize a
boycott if they don't start
receiving a bigger share of
tournament revenues at the
Grand Slams. Sabalenka
and fellow No. 1 Jannik
Sinner were among leading
players — most of them
ranked in the top 10 — who
issued a statement on
Monday expressing “deep
disappointment” over the
French Open prize money.
“Without us there wouldn't
be a tournament and there
wouldn't be that entertain-
ment. I feel like definitely
we deserve to be paid more
percentage,” Sabalenka said
on Tuesday at the Italian
Open as she celebrated her
28th birthday. “I think at
some point we will boycott
it. I feel like that's going to
be the only way to fight for
our rights.” The players are
also seeking better repre-
sentation, health options
and pensions from the four

Grand Slam tournaments:
Australian Open, French
Open, Wimbledon and U.S.
Open. French Open organiz-
ers announced last month
they were increasing over-
all prize money by about
10% for an overall pot of 61.7
million euros ($72.1 mil-
lion), with the total amount
up 5.3 million euros from
last year. But the players'
statement said “the under-
lying figures tell a very dif-
ferent story,” claiming they
will receive a smaller share
of tournament revenues.
“Players' share of Roland
Garros tournament rev-
enue has declined from
15.5% in 2024 to 14.9% pro-
jected in 2026,” the players
said. Iga Swiatek, a four-
time French Open champi-
on, said “the most impor-
tant thing is to have prop-
er communication and dis-
cussions with the govern-
ing bodies so we have
some space to talk and
maybe negotiate. 

Dinesh Karthik is a journey-
man of sorts in the IPL. He
started his journey with
Delhi Daredevils and then
went on to play for Kings XI
Punjab, Mumbai Indians,
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, Gujarat Lions
and Kolkata Knight Riders.
The former Indian wicket-
keeper-batter ended his IPL
career with RCB in IPL 2024.
His association with RCB,
however, did not end there, as
he joined the side as batting
coach and mentor. Karthik
has revealed that Virat Kohli
played a big part in him tak-
ing up the role. "It manifested
when, as I was finishing in
2024, Mo asked me if I would
be keen or interested. I was in
the middle of the tournament,
and it was a very different
IPL season - we had lost six
out of seven or seven out of

eight games, I don't remem-
ber exactly - and we had a
mountain to climb. To be fair,
nobody gave us a chance," he
said on a podcast. "But I was
so invested in that. We were
having discussions while I
was playing, and I was also
speaking to my wife and Mo.
Malolan Rangarajan was also

giving me a picture of what it
could be if I played. He never
told me, 'Do this or do that.' He
just showed me how it would
look." "Mo was very confident
I would be useful to the team.
I trust Mo a lot - I've grown
very fond of him and have a
very good equation with him.
He didn't convince me, but he

showed me exactly what it
would look like and told me
it's a good place to be, consid-
ering where I was in my
career. I completely trusted
him, and I dropped my hat,"
Karthik said on the RCB
Podcast. Karthik said his
multiple interactions with
Kohli helped him make the
decision. "In between all of
this, towards the back end of
the season, I spoke to Virat
for a while, and he was very
encouraging. He said, 'Think
about it, I think it's good.'
When the offer really came
at the end of the season,
after I hung up my boots, Mo
called me and said they were
keen. He also said Andy
Flower was very happy and
they were in a place where
they felt a couple of Indian
coaching staff would help as
well," he said. 

A record number of people
have applied to participate in
the 2027 London Marathon
via the public ballot. In total,
1,338,544 people have applied
for the event which will take
place on 25 April, breaking
last year's record of 1,133,813.
The 2026 marathon had a
record 59,830 finishers and
was the biggest annual one-
day fundraising event in the
world. "This astonishing
total of applicants firmly
establishes London as the
world's most sought-after
marathon," said Hugh
Brasher, chief executive of
London Marathon Events.
"Nothing else comes close.
Our mission is to inspire peo-
ple of every age and ability to
get active - and these extraor-
dinary numbers show the

massive draw and power of
the London Marathon." The
ballot results will be released
early in July, with places
allocated through a random

draw. It is the first time that
more than a million applica-
tions from the UK alone have
been submitted, and there
was near parity in male and

female registrations. At last
weekend's historic event,
Kenya's Sabastian Sawe ran
the first sub-two-hour
marathon in a competitive

race, and Ethiopia's Tigst
Assefa broke her own
women's world record. The
possibility of holding the 2027
London Marathon across
two days - Saturday and
Sunday - is still being
explored. Brasher previously
said the idea would be to hold
the elite women's race on one
of the days, alongside other
women to have gained entry
through their previous
marathon times - and wheel-
chair races. The men's
equivalents would take
place on the other day, with
mass races across both days.
Speaking to BBC Breakfast
on Tuesday, Brasher said he
hoped it would be confirmed
by the end of May. "This is
for one year only. We are
engaging, and have been

engaging for a long time,
with a lot of stakeholders,"
he said. "Rightly, they want
us to go through a process to
ensure what we do is appro-
priate. People will get dis-
rupted - it's never happened
before on a Saturday. 
"There are lots of plans and
mitigations that we've got
and we would have do some
unique things. "But I think
this shows the desire, the
need, for the country. More
than £400m of economic
and social benefit would
happen as a result of the
two days, and we believe
more than £150m would be
raised for charities. "It
would be a one-off. We hope
to get there - we're not there
yet. I'm positive it's the
right thing to do."

Chennai Super Kings skip-
per Ruturaj Gaikwad left
everyone in splits with a
hilarious reply to a young fan
during a recent event. In a
video going viral on social
media, Ruturaj was asked
whether he is scared of fac-
ing bouncers and beamers
but his reply caught his
teammates off-guard and left
everyone amused. "What do
you think about the bowlers?
Are they fast? Aren't you
scared? Because bouncers
and beamers will be bowled,"
the young fan asked. In reply,
Gaikwad said - "No. I was
scared till may two-three
years back. But they I got
married. Then, now I'm more
scared of my wife". Chennai
Super Kings bowling coach
Eric Simons on Monday said
that MS Dhoni has not trav-
elled for the away game
against Delhi Capitals here,

though he is steadily improv-
ing after yet to play a game
this season due to a calf
injury. More than half the
season is done with CSK set
to play their 10th game in
what has been an under-
whelming campaign. Like
every season since his inter-
national retirement, there is
immense speculation over
the future of the 44-year-old
Indian great in the IPL. In the

pre-match interaction, it was
a hardly a surprise that the
first question was on Dhoni,
who has been batting in the
nets of late. "Update on MS
Dhoni is way above my pay
grade. He's not with us (in
Delhi), but steadily improv-
ing. He'll be ready when he's
ready, and he knows when
he's ready to play," that was
all Simons had to say on the
team icon. 

Record 1.3m apply for 2027 London marathon ballot

Legendary Indian cricket
team skipper Sunil
Gavaskar blasted Mumbai
Indians fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah for a major error
during the IPL 2026 match
against Lucknow Super
Giants on Monday. During
the 14th over of the LSG
innings, Himmat Singh was
foxed by a delivery from
Bumrah and ended up get-
ting caught behind by Ryan
Rickelton. However, the
bowler's joy was short-lived
as the siren went off and the
umpire signalled no-ball.
Gavaskar was left fuming by
Bumrah overstepping at
such an important juncture
and said that it is 'unaccept-
able' for a player of his cali-
bre to bowl no-balls at that
time.  "This is not accept-
able. You are a professional
cricketer. Wides, I under-
stand. But not no-balls,"
Gavaskar said on commen-
tary. Mumbai Indians rode
on sublime half-centuries
from openers Rohit Sharma
and Ryan Rickelton to out-
class Lucknow Super Giants

by six wickets in a high-scor-
ing Indian Premier League
clash on Monday. Rohit
hammered a fluent 84 off 44
balls and stitched a 143-run
opening stand with
Rickelton (83 off 32 balls) to
power Mumbai Indians past
Lucknow Super Giants' 228
for five, sealing the chase in
18.4 overs and notching up

their third win in 10 match-
es to move to six points.
Lucknow, meanwhile,
remained rooted to the bot-
tom of the table with just
four points from nine out-
ings. Earlier, bottom-placed
LSG finally found some
spark as Nicholas Pooran
smashed his maiden half-
century of the season.

Luis Enrique will join a select group of coach-
ing greats if he leads Paris Saint-Germain to
Champions League glory again this season,
and it is his remarkable management that has
the French club tantalisingly close to reaching
the final once again. PSG head to Munich for
the second leg of their semi-final against
Bayern on Wednesday defending a 5-4 lead
from an incredible first meeting which was
one of the greatest matches in the competi-
tion's history. "It was the best game I have
been fortunate enough to be involved in as a
coach," Luis Enrique said after that encounter
at the Parc des Princes. He nevertheless
believes his side will need to score another
three goals at the Allianz Arena in order to see
off the German champions and secure a place
in the May 30 final in Budapest. But he and his
side need not look too far back for inspiration
–- their last visit to Munich ended in PSG ham-
mering Inter Milan 5-0 in last season's final as
they won the Champions League for the first
time in their history. Maybe, after all he has
achieved in his career, Luis Enrique could
have simply walked away following that tri-
umph, his job done. 

IPL 206: DELHI CAPITALS SETS A TARGET

OF 155/7 FOR CHENNAI SUPER KINGS
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rithi Shetty’s recent
films haven’t quite
matched those early
highs. Krithi has

been quietly winning a
very different game, the
cover page game. From
Peacock to Aza to HT City
Showstoppers, she has
nailed every single shoot.
But her Elle India Digital
May 2026 cover? That is a
whole new level altogeth-
er. The Elle shoot is noth-
ing short of stunning. On
the cover, she sits grace-
fully in a bold tropical
printed dress against a
beautiful Himalayan back-
drop, totally effortless.
Inside, she stuns in a red
draped skirt with a heavi-
ly embroidered multi-
colour halter top, full of
garden-party energy. A

dreamy yellow-to-pink
ombre kurta with olive
pants and a printed head-
band gives soft and fresh
vibes. She then switches to
an earthy gold-green
ruched co-ord, off-shoul-
der top and floor-length
skirt, looking every bit
like a forest goddess. Each
look is bold, breezy and
completely her own. On
the film front, there is a lot
to look forward to. Krithi
is set to star in the upcom-
ing entertainer directed by
Anil Ravipudi, alongside
the legendary Victory
Venkatesh. With a mass
director and a beloved
hero together, fans are
keeping fingers crossed
that this film brings Krithi
right back to the top,
where she truly belongs.

he Met Gala 2026 once
again lived up to its
reputation as the
world’s most glam-

orous fashion event. Held at
the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, the night saw global
celebrities arriving in bold,
artistic outfits inspired by
the theme “Fashion Is Art.”
Known as fashion’s biggest
night, the event brings
together stars from film,
business, and fashion on
one iconic red carpet. While
many international celebri-
ties grabbed attention, it
was Hyderabad-based
entrepreneur Sudha Reddy
who truly stood out. She
brought a strong Indian
presence to the global stage
with a look that mixed lux-
ury and tradition in a pow-
erful way. Sudha Reddy’s
Necklace Price The biggest
talking point of her look
was her stunning necklace,

valued at around Rs. 142
crore (15 million USD).  At
the centre of the necklace
was a rare 550-carat tanzan-
ite stone called the “Queen
of Merelani,” surrounded
by diamonds in a vintage
Victorian-style design.
What made it even more
special is that it came from
her personal collection, not
borrowed like many
celebrity jewels. Sudha
paired the jewellery with a
custom outfit designed by
Manish Malhotra. The
gown, inspired by tradition-
al Kalamkari art, was titled
“The Tree of Life.” It fea-
tured detailed embroidery,
rich fabrics, and cultural
motifs, and was crafted
over thousands of hours by
skilled artisans. The outfit
perfectly matched the
theme and highlighted
Indian craftsmanship on a
global platform.

Suriya has joined
hands with director
RJ Balaji for his
magnum opus mass

commercial entertainer
'Veerabhadrudu'. This
most awaited movie is
being produced on a
grand scale by Dream
Warrior Pictures, a pro-
duction house that has
made a name for itself by
producing several suc-
cessful films. The film has
recently completed its

censoring. The Censor
Board has given the film
a U/A certificate. Dream
Warrior Pictures, which
has provided popular con-
tent in the Tamil, Telugu,
and Hindi industries, is
making this film with
ambition, keeping in
mind both scale and con-
tent. The teaser and
songs of this film, which
have already been
released, have created
huge expectations.

South star Pooja Hegde, who
has been making a strong
comeback in films, recently
expressed her excitement
over actor Vijay’s historic
victory in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections. Known
for being active on social
media, Pooja shared her
happiness with fans and
congratulated Vijay for his
remarkable achievement.
Pooja Hegde shared a
behind-the-scenes video
from the set of Jana
Nayagan, where she played
a fun prediction game about
the election. In the video, a
board reads, “Who wins the
elections?” Pooja points to
Vijay, hinting that he would
win. Vijay covers his face,

smiling shyly, while Pooja’s
playful gesture made fans
laugh. She captioned the
video, “Guess I called it
before it happened? Here’s
to dreams turning into reali-
ty, Vijay sir.” Fans also
noticed an interesting coin-
cidence from Vijay’s earlier

film Goat. In the movie, his
car carried the number
plate TN 07CM 2026. Social
media users joked that it
seemed like fate had predict-
ed Vijay becoming Chief
Minister in 2026. This small
detail, combined with
Pooja’s playful video,

became a trending topic
online. Vijay, a first-time
contestant, created history
by winning in both
Perambur and
Tiruchirappalli East con-
stituencies. Many people,
including celebrities, con-
gratulated him on this
unprecedented victory. His
party, started just two years
ago, now holds power in
Tamil Nadu, marking a
major milestone in his
career. Jana Nayagan Film
Update Jana Nayagan,
directed by H Vinoth, stars
Vijay and Pooja Hegde
together for the first time
since Beast. The film has
faced delays due to censor
certification issues.

enior producer and
head of the presti-
gious Creative
Commercials banner,

KS Rama Rao, is bringing
his latest offering,
'Rakshasapuram', to the
Telugu audience. This film
is the official Telugu
dubbed version of the
Kannada sensation
'Rakshasapura'. Producer
KS Rama Rao has officially
announced that the movie
will hit screens worldwide
on May 15, 2026.

TThe Plot and Cast
The film stars the versatile
Raj B. Shetty, known for his
unique acting style, in a
powerful role as a Police
Inspector. Directed by Dr.
Ravi, the movie is a grip-
ping murder mystery
thriller. The narrative, cen-
tered around an intense
investigation, promises to
keep the audience on the
edge of their seats with its
suspenseful screenplay.

Reason for the Release Date
Shift
While the film was initially
slated for a May 7 release,
the date was moved to May
15. Producer KS Rama Rao
explained the strategy
behind this change:
Optimal Distribution: To
secure better theaters and
ensure maximum reach
across the states.
Summer Advantage: To
capitalize on the ongoing
summer vacation holidays.
The IPL Factor: Addressing
the current industry cli-
mate, he noted:
IPL has become a curse for

the film industry. In the
future, there might be no
chance of releasing films
during the IPL season.
Producers must plan releas-
es when the IPL is not
active. Between the rise of
OTT and the IPL season,
the film industry is facing
heavy losses."
Despite the competition
from cricket and digital
platforms, the film unit
remains confident that the
audience will always sup-

port content-driven cine-
ma.

Promotion and
Expectations
Screenings: Distributors
are planning special early
shows, expecting a massive
response for morning and
matinee slots.
Promotions: The official
trailer and other promo-
tional content are sched-
uled to be released soon to
ramp up the buzz.

ollowing its theatri-
cal release on April
30, 2026, Kara, star-
ring Dhanush and

directed by Vignesh Raja, is
witnessing a strong and
steadily expanding run in
the Telugu market, gross-
ing 4.8 Cr+ within its first
four days. Released by CH
Sathish Kumar & Rajesh
Kumar Bobbara under
V i g n e s w a r a
Entertainments - R Star
Logistics, the film is trans-
lating its strong content
and audience connect into
consistent theatrical per-
formance across the Telugu
states. Produced by Dr.
Ishari K. Ganesh under
Vels Film International
Ltd, in association with
Think Studios and

V i g n e s w a r a
Entertainments, Kara con-
tinues to build on its pre-
release momentum, evolv-
ing into a content-led suc-
cess driven by performanc-
es, narrative depth, and
sustained audience engage-
ment. Set against the back-
drop of the 1991 Gulf War
and the fuel crisis in India,
Kara follows the journey of
an ordinary man whose life
is pulled into extraordinary
circumstances shaped by
economic disruption,
scarcity, and survival. As
the crisis tightens its grip,
the character is drawn into
a tense chain of events
where personal choices,
moral pressure, and situa-
tional urgency intersect,
creating a narrative that is

both intimate and expan-
sive in its scope. This root-
ed socio-political setting
has played a key role in
enhancing the film’s real-
ism and emotional reso-
nance. At the centre of this
narrative is Dhanush,
whose performance has
emerged as the defining
force of the film’s success.
With a portrayal marked by
restraint, emotional preci-
sion, and internal intensity,
he brings depth to a charac-
ter navigating fear, respon-
sibility, and consequence.
His performance has been
widely appreciated across
audiences and critics, fur-
ther strengthening the
film’s cross-language
appeal and driving repeat
viewership.

ilmmaker
Christopher Nolan
recently revealed a
new trailer for his

film The Odyssey on The
Late Show with Stephen
Colbert. This trailer gives
more focus to supporting
characters like Robert
Pattinson as Antinous and
Charlize Theron as
Calypso, along with the
main cast including Matt
Damon as Odysseus, Anne
Hathaway as Penelope, and
Tom Holland as
Telemachus. In the trailer,
Calypso asks Odysseus
what he remembers while
he is stuck far from home.
He recalls his family and
winning a war, but also
feels that his kingdom is in
danger. Determined to
return, he begins a long and
difficult journey. He confi-
dently says that no one, not
even the gods, can stop him,
but the final scene hints
that his journey may not be
easy. Technically, the film
is extremely good and lives
upto the standards of
Nolan. The expectations are

naturally high and the team
is anticipating a huge suc-
cess with it as it will have a
release in regional lan-
guages like Telugu and
Tamil in India, along with
Hindi. The film is based on

Homer’s famous epic story.
It also features actors like
Zendaya and Lupita
Nyong’o. Shot completely
on IMAX cameras, the film
is set to release in theatres
on July 17. The trailer kicks

things off with Odysseus
floating alone at sea, far
removed from the point of
glory following the Trojan
War and quickly sets up a
narrative of survival. It
shows him battling not only
the elements but also
exhaustion and isolation.
Unlike other adaptations,
this version eschews the
more traditional approach
to depicting Odysseus and
goes for a more realistic
take. Instead of focusing on
a hero’s journey, this ver-
sion appears to be physical-
ly and emotionally devas-
tating. Based on the footage,
Christopher Nolan’s take
on The Odyssey appears to
cut out much of the fantasy
and spectacle and focus on
the human. While it
appears that mythological
elements will be a deeply
embedded aspect of the
film, the tone of the world is
raw and grounded. The
world feels harsh and
unforgiving. Instead of a
mythological journey, the
trailer depicts a narrative
of survival.
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