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Indian techie among 
12 killed in Missouri 
skydiving plane crash
Missouri (TSIT): A 24-year-old 
Indian technology professional 
was among 12 people killed after 
a skydiving aircraft crashed 
shortly after take-off in the US 
state of Missouri, authorities 
said. The victim was identified as 
Sai Karthik Varma Datla, the 
only Indian national among 
those who died in the accident 
near Butler Memorial Airport in 
Bates County, about 80 miles 
south of Kansas City. The air-
craft, operated by Skydive 
Kansas City, crashed moments 
after taking off on Sunday morn-
ing. According to investigators, 
the plane appeared to attempt a 
return to the airport before going 
down in a nearby field and burst-
ing into flames. There were no 
survivors. Officials said the air-
craft involved was a Pacific 
Aerospace P750XL commonly 
used for skydiving operations. 
The National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) and the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) have launched a joint 
investigation into the crash. 
While the exact cause remains 
unknown, preliminary findings 
are expected in the coming 
weeks.

SC seeks Centre, BCI 
responses on plea for 
national digital registry 
of legal professions

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday sought 
responses from the Centre, 
Bar Council of India, and oth-
ers on a plea seeking a direc-
tion to establish a national 
digital registry of legal profes-
sions in India, including a 
unique national advocate 
identifier for every enrolled 
lawyer, to curb fake practitio-
ners. A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice V 
Mohana observed that the idea 
appeared innovative and could 
be done with the help of tech-
nology. The petition, filed by 
the Bar Association of India 
(BAI), has also sought a direc-
tion to the Bar Council of India 
(BCI) to frame a social media 
and digital conduct code under 
Section 49 of the Advocates 
Act, 1961. Advocates Vipin 
Nair and Prashant Kumar 
appeared for the BAI. The top 
court issued notice to the 
Centre, BCI, the University 
Grants Commission (UGC), 
and others, seeking their 
responses to the plea, and post-
ed it for hearing in July.

CLIMAX TWIST IN 
'TRANSFER TRIMURTHULU' 
FEELS AMAZ-ING - 

RASHI SINGH

MUMBAI (TSIT): 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader 
Sanjay Raut on Thursday 
claimed that the rebel 
MPs of his party had 
been given an additional 
Rs 10 crore and moved to 
a safe location in 
Rajasthan, as the Uddhav 
Thackeray-led party 
faces an imminent crisis.
Addressing a news con-
ference in New Delhi, 
Raut said the “traitors”, 
a reference to the dissi-
dent Sena (UBT) MPs, 
have been given police 
security. He demanded 
that the cover provided 
to the lawmakers and to 
their properties be with-
drawn.

He also warned that 
the party would launch 
‘Operation Tudwa’ (bash 
up) against the rebel 
MPs.

“Rebel Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MPs have been 
given an additional Rs 10 
crore each. Earlier, they 
were given Rs 15 crore 
each. They have moved 
from Delhi to a safe loca-
tion in Rajasthan,” he 
said.

The Rajya Sabha MP, 
who again used exple-
tives in the press confer-
ence on Thursday, had 
earlier alleged that the 
MPs were being offered 
Rs 50 crore to switch 
sides.

Raut demanded that 
the rebel MPs quit and 
seek re-election, stress-
ing that Sena (UBT) 
workers have toiled to 
ensure their victory.

“If they have any 
morality left, then they 
should quit,” Raut said.

Earlier in the day, six 
of the nine Lok Sabha 
MPs of the Sena (UBT) 
skipped its parliamenta-
ry party meeting here, 
signalling that a formal 
crossover to the ruling 
Shiv Sena led by 
Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde may be only a 
matter of time.

Sena (UBT) MPs 
Arvind Sawant, Anil 
Desai and Rajabhau Waje 
attended the meeting, 
along with Sanjay Raut, 
the party’s lone Rajya 
Sabha MP. The absence 
of the remaining six MPs 
all but confirmed a split 
in the party’s parliamen-
tary ranks.

The MPs who skipped 
the meeting are Nagesh 
Aashtikar, Sanjay 
Deshmukh, Sanjay 
Jadhav, Sanjay Dina 
Patil, Omprakash 
Rajenimbalkar and 
Bhausaheb Wakchaure.

While Sawant said that 
show-cause notices 
would be issued to the six 
MPs, Raut claimed that 
their no-show would be 
considered a violation of 
the party whip.

Rebel Sena (UBT) MPs given 
additional Rs 10 cr, moved to 
safe location in Rajasthan: Raut

'Hopeful of police permission': CJP gears up for 
second Jantar Mantar protest on June 20

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

The youth-led Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP) on 
Thursday said it would go 
ahead with its proposed pro-
test at Jantar Mantar on June 
20 seeking the resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan over 
the NEET paper leak contro-
versy, and expressed hope 
that Delhi Police would grant 
permission for the demon-
stration.The June 20 mobili-

sation is expected to culmi-
nate in an indefinite sit-in 
demanding Pradhan’s resig-

nation, according to the 
organisation. Addressing a 
press conference here, CJP 

spokesperson Saurav Das 
said the organisation had 
called for a peaceful protest 
and had approached Delhi 
Police for permission.“We 
have given a call for a peace-
ful protest. We have request-
ed the Delhi Police’s coopera-
tion and are hopeful that per-
mission will be granted. This 
will be a peaceful protest at 
Jantar Mantar,” Das said, 
and invited artists and sing-
ers to join and perform at the 
demonstration.

Pradhan reviews preparedness for NEET-UG 
re-exam; stresses integrity, transparency

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
chaired a high-level review 
meeting on Thursday with 
senior officials from the 
Ministry of Education, 
state governments, the 
National Testing Agency 
(NTA) and higher educa-
tion institutions to assess 
preparedness for the 
NEET-UG re-examination 
scheduled for June 21.

The NEET-UG for admis-
sions into medical courses 
took place on May 3 this 
year but the NTA cancelled 
it on May 12 amid allega-
tions of a paper leak. The 
CBI is currently investigat-
ing this matter.

Addressing the meeting, 
Pradhan emphasised the 
importance of maintaining 
the "highest standards of 
integrity, transparency 
and efficiency" in the 
examination process and 
directed all concerned 
authorities to remain vigi-
lant and fully prepared for 
the free and fair conduct of 

the re-examination.
The minister said officers 

designated by the ministry 
would reach all states to 
coordinate activities related 
to the re-examination pro-
cess and report to the com-
mand centre headed by the 
NTA Director General. 
Pradhan also asked desig-
nated nodal officers of state 
governments to ensure that 
students were provided all 
necessary facilities to 
enable them to appear for 
the re-examination in a 
stress-free environment. 
School Education and 
Literacy Secretary Sanjay 
Kumar, Higher Education 
Secretary Vineet Joshi and 
NTA Director General 
Abhishek Singh, among oth-
ers, attended the meeting.

Rahul launches campaign 
for education reform, 

Urges students to join ‘chhatron ki goonj’ movement
NEW DELHI (TSIT) 
Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday launched a 
signature campaign 
to amplify issues 
related to the 
nation’s education 
system, such as 
paper leaks and high 
fees, asserting that it 
is a platform for stu-
dents to make 
demands directly to 
the government.
In a post on X, 
Gandhi posted a link 
to the campaign 
where students can 
share ideas and sign 
a petition.
“If you’ve suffered 
because of paper 
leaks, exam issues, 
or high fees, if this 
education system has 
shattered your 
dreams, if your fami-
ly has invested a life-
time of savings in 
your education, then 
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ 
is your voice,” the 
Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha said 
in the post. Gandhi 
noted that this initia-
tive goes beyond just 
a campaign; it is a 
platform for students 

to raise issues such as 
the need for afford-
able education, fair 
examinations, and 
dignified employment 
pportunities.“Join the 
movement: Click the 
link below. Fill in 
your name and share 
your ideas. Sign the 

petition — that’s it,” 
Gandhi said, urging 
the youth to sign up 
for this movement. 
“More the signa-
tures, louder the 
goonj!” he added.His 
appeal for participa-
tion in the campaign 
followed a day after 

he interacted with 
students at a conven-
tion in Kota, 
Rajasthan.
During this interac-
tion, he described 
India’s education sys-
tem as a “rejection 
system” rather than 
a selection system, 
claiming it places an 
excessive financial 
burden and causes 
significant stress to 
students and middle-
class families. While 
addressing the gath-
ering in Kota, known 
for its coaching cen-
tres, Gandhi 
remarked that the 
current education 
structure is 
“extremely stressful 
and unfair.” “This is 
not good for the 
country. I want all of 
us to work together 
to ensure that no 
student in this coun-
try ever feels what 
this girl felt,” he 
said at the 
“Chhatron ki Goonj” 
Maha Rally in Kota, 
where he interacted 
with students on 
various issues like 
paper leaks and 
unemployment.

Telegram being exploited 
for terror activities, 
circulation of leaked 
papers: Centre to Delhi HC

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 
The Centre on Thursday informed the 
Delhi High Court that the Telegram 
messaging app was being exploited for 
illegal activities ranging from cyber-
crime and financial frauds to terrorism 
and circulation of leaked examination 
papers. This was stated in an affidavit 
filed by scientist Mayank working with 
the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology seeking dis-
missal of the plea by Telegram against 
the Centre’s action to temporarily 
restrict access to the app ahead of June 
21 NEET-UG re-examination.
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Mekedatu will benefit TN farmers more 
than Karnataka: CM DK Shivakumar

BENGALURU (TSIT): 

Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Thursday defend-
ed the proposed Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir project, asserting 
that it would benefit Tamil Nadu 
more than Karnataka and reiter-
ating that the state remained com-
mitted to releasing 177 TMC of 
Cauvery water to the neighbour-
ing state as mandated by the 
Supreme Court.

Responding to Tamil Nadu 
Governor RV Arlekar’s address to 
the state assembly calling for halt-
ing Karnataka's attempt to build the 
Mekedatu dam on the river Cauvery, 
Shivakumar clarified that the 
Mekedatu proposal is intended pri-
marily to ensure drinking water 
security for Bengaluru and to regu-
late water releases downstream dur-
ing times of distress. Earlier, Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay 
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi asking him to reject the 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) on 
the Mekedatu balancing reservoir 
across the Cauvery River.

The project aims to provide 
drinking water to Bengaluru city. It 
involves constructing a dam on the 
Cauvery River near its confluence 
with the Arkavathi River in the 
Ramanagara district at 
Kanakapura, the home town of 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Shivakumar. It includes a power 
station designed to generate 400 
MW of renewable hydroelectricity.
Speaking to reporters here, 
Karnataka Chief Minister said, 
"Mekedatu (project) is not close to 

my heart. It is the heart of the entire 
South India. Mekedatu is a project 
that will help Tamil Nadu more 
than Karnataka". "We are commit-
ted to releasing 177 TMC of water, as 
ordered by the Supreme Court. We 
have to protect Tamil Nadu's farm-
ers," he added. Stressing that it is 
only a balancing reservoir, the chief 
minister said “not even a bucket of 
water” will be used for irrigation, 
except for Bengaluru's drinking 
water needs.

The chief minister said the project 
would not affect Tamil Nadu's share of 
Cauvery water and argued that the 
reservoir would help ensure timely 
releases to the downstream state. 
Shivakumar said the entire Tamil 
Nadu politics has revolved around 
Cauvery for the past 40 to 50 years. 
"See, for the entire Tamil Nadu politi-
cal establishment, this (Cauvery water 
sharing dispute) has been a political 
agenda for the last 40–50 years. I do not 
want to interfere in their politics," he 
said and underlined that the Mekedatu 
project was before the court, which has 
already given directions.

Shivakumar said the judgment 

has benefited both states.
"At any cost, it is our bounden 

duty to release 177 TMC of water 
to them. Last year, more than 400 
TMC of water flowed into the sea. 
Who is responsible for that?" he 
asked. Stressing that Karnataka 
had not opposed dams constructed 
by Tamil Nadu within its territo-
ry, Shivakumar said the Mekedatu 
project would generate hydroelec-
tric power in addition to meeting 
Bengaluru's drinking water 
requirements.

"We are not seeking any finan-
cial assistance or anything of that 
sort. Only the power sector will 
benefit. We can generate 400 MW 
of power. That is the major benefit 
for Karnataka. Apart from drink-
ing water, it is a project that helps 
Tamil Nadu first and then 
Karnataka," he said.

The chief minister said he was 
open to discussions with Tamil 
Nadu on the issue at any time and 
maintained that the project was in 
the interests of both states.

"Of course, I am ready to sit and 
talk to them any time. I have no 
objection. Whether it is Tamil 
Nadu or Karnataka, we are all 
Indians. We all depend on the 
same river and the same water. 
Cauvery water is needed for agri-
culture, drinking, animals, birds, 
industries and everyone," he said. 
Claiming that the Supreme Court 
had already considered and reject-
ed Tamil Nadu's objections and 
review petition, Shivakumar said 
the order passed by the apex court 
struck a balance between the 
interests of both states.

HYDERABAD TSIT BUREAU: 

Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday 
strongly defended the 
government's Musi River 
rejuvenation initiative 
and the proposed Bharat 
Future City project, 
asserting that both pro-
grammes are crucial for 
Hyderabad's long-term 
development and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Addressing a public 
meeting in LB Nagar, the 
Chief Minister said the 
constituency shares a 
special bond with him 
and recalled the support 
extended by the people 
during his political jour-
ney. He said the people of 
LB Nagar had stood by 
him when he contested 
the Malkajgiri Lok Sabha 
election and later played 
a role in strengthening 
his leadership within the 
Congress party.

Highlighting develop-
ment initiatives in the 
region, Revanth Reddy 
said several areas of LB 

Nagar, BN Reddy Nagar, 
Vanasthalipuram and 
Gurramguda were neglect-
ed for years despite rapid 
growth in other parts of 
Rangareddy district.

 He announced that an 
international fruit mar-
ket is being developed 
over 240 acres with an 
investment of Rs.2,400 
crore and said 424 acres 
in Gurramguda have 
been secured and dedi-
cated as a National Park 
for the public.Chief 
Minister defended 
HYDRA's anti-encroach-

ment operations, stating 
that the agency was cre-
ated to protect lakes, 
nalas, parks and public 
lands from illegal occupa-
tion. He clarified that 
genuine homeowners 
would not face any trou-
ble, but warned that 
encroachers, irrespective 
of their influence, would 
face strict action. He said 
unchecked encroach-
ments were responsible 
for repeated flooding in 
several colonies, includ-
ing areas around 
Saroornagar Lake.

CM Revanth defends Musi project, vows 
to build Bharat Future City
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Hyderabad: Telangana 
Minister for Minority 
Welfare and Public 
Enterprises, Mohammed 
Azharuddin, participated 
in a high-level review 
meeting chaired by the 
Deputy Chief Minister 
along with chairpersons of 
minority welfare institu-
tions, senior officials of the 
Minority Welfare 
Department, Telangana 
State Waqf Board, Urdu 
Academy, Christian 
Minority Finance 
Corporation, and other 
departments.

During the meeting, the 
Minister presented several 
key proposals aimed at 
enhancing minority wel-
fare, education, and infra-
structure across the State. 
He sought approval for the 
establishment of 10 Boys' 
Degree Colleges and 10 
Girls' Degree Colleges to 
provide higher education 
opportunities for students 
graduating from Minority 
Residential Educational 
Institutions. He noted that 
while residential institu-
tions currently offer edu-
cation up to Intermediate 
level, the absence of dedi-
cated degree colleges lim-
its students' access to high-
er education, particularly 

affecting girls.
The Minister also 

requested the Government 
to expedite the completion 
of 37 Minority Residential 
School buildings under 
construction. He informed 
that 20 newly completed 
school buildings are ready 
for inauguration and com-
mencement of academic 
activities.Seeking support 
for ongoing development 
projects, Azharuddin 
urged the immediate 
release of around Rs.130 
crore in pending bills 
related to Minority 
Welfare Department insti-
tutions and works.

Among the major pro-
posals, the Minister sought 
approval for constructing 
a permanent Hajj House 
Rubath near Rajiv Gandhi 
International Airport at 

Mamidipally village, 
Balapur, with an estimated 
cost of Rs.86 crore. He also 
proposed the establishment 
of an Integrated Christian 
Complex on two acres of 
land at a cost of Rs.69 crore 
to serve the Christian 
minority community.The 
meeting further reviewed 
pending Shadi Khana proj-
ects, Urdu Academy initia-
tives, and plans to organize 
a grand Mushaira as part of 
the Urdu Academy's 
Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions. Discussions were 
also held on issues con-
cerning Waqf Board 
employees, welfare mea-
sures for Imams and 
Muezzins, protection of 
Waqf properties, and the 
development of graveyard 
infrastructure across 
Telangana.

Azharuddin Seeks New Degree 
Colleges, Hajj House and Minority 

Welfare Infrastructure Boost

Tribal society lives with self-respect and 
patience: President Droupadi Murmu

The President was speaking at a programme, titled “Empowerment of tribal society by spiritual awaken-

ing”, organised by the spiritual organisation Brahma Kumaris in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh

BETUL: President 
Droupadi Murmu on 
Thursday said that the 
tribal society lives with 
self-respect and patience 
and does not speak about 
its problems. ‘How can 
rights of 150 million 
users be curtailed’: Delhi 
HC questions Centre’s 
Telegram ban; reserves 
verdict The President 
was speaking at a pro-
gramme, titled 
“Empowerment of tribal 
society by spiritual 
awakening”, organised 
by the spiritual organ-
isation Brahma Kumaris 
in Betul district of 
Madhya Pradesh.

“The tribal society 
lives with self-respect 
and patience, and does 
not tell anyone about its 
problems. They never 
ask for anything and live 
with nature and with the 
hope that they will get 
things with time. They 
prefer to live in peace,” 
she said.

Madhya Pradesh 
Governor, Mangubhai 

Patel and Union 
Minister of State for 
Tribal Affairs Durga 

Das Uikey were present 
on the occasion. The 
President said that the 

tribal society comes for-
ward in every aspect of 
life. According to the 

Indian philosophy of 
life, real empowerment 
happens when society is 
empowered in other 
things along with eco-
nomic development, she 
said.In today’s fast-
paced world, driven by a 
culture of consumption, 
spiritual awareness in 
every segment of society 
becomes crucial, she 
said.

This forms the basis 
for developing long-term, 
sustainable behaviour 
patterns and a lifestyle 
sensitive to natural 
resources, she said, add-
ing that in the current 
tense and war-torn 
world, the need for this 
is greater than at any 
time in the past. 
President Murmu is on a 
five-day visit to Madhya 
Pradesh, during which 
she will participate in 
various programmes, 
offer prayers in 
Omkareshwar and visit 
Kuno National Park, 
home to several chee-
tahs, officials have said.

Bengaluru, June 15: 
REPCO Bank, 
Halasuru Branch, 
organized a Deposit 
M o b i l i z a t i o n 
Campaign at its branch 
premises on June 15, 
2026. The campaign 
was formally inaugu-
rated by S. Meera and 
will continue until 
July 31, 2026.

Addressing custom-

ers and members of the 
public, S. Meera high-
lighted the attractive 
deposit schemes 
offered by the bank 
and encouraged cus-
tomers to take advan-
tage of the special cam-
paign. She informed 
that REPCO Bank is 
currently offering an 
interest rate of 8.25% 
for senior citizens and 

7.75% for the general 
public on eligible 
deposit schemes.She 
emphasized the bank's 
commitment to provid-
ing safe and rewarding 
investment opportuni-
ties while ensuring 
quality customer ser-
vice. The campaign 
aims to mobilize depos-
its, strengthen custom-
er relationships, and 

create awareness about 
the benefits of the 
bank's savings and 
fixed deposit products.

Bank officials and 
customers participated 
in the inaugural func-
tion and welcomed the 
initiative, which is 
expected to attract a 
large number of depos-
itors during the cam-
paign period.

REPCO Bank Halasuru Branch Launches 
Deposit Mobilization Campaign

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday sought 
responses from the Centre, 
Bar Council of India, and 
others on a plea seeking a 
direction to establish a 
national digital registry of 
legal professions in India, 
including a unique nation-
al advocate identifier for 
every enrolled lawyer, to 
curb fake practitioners. A 
bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice V 
Mohana observed that the 
idea appeared innovative 
and could be done with the 
help of technology.

The petition, filed by the 
Bar Association of India 
(BAI), has also sought a 
direction to the Bar Council 
of India (BCI) to frame a 
social media and digital 
conduct code under Section 
49 of the Advocates Act, 
1961.The top court issued 
notice to the Centre, BCI, 
the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), and 
others, seeking their 
responses to the plea, and 
posted it for hearing in 
July. During the hearing, 
the CJI stressed the need to 
strengthen the young mem-
bers of the Bar and said 
they must be encouraged.
When the petitioners' coun-
cil referred to the issue of 
social media and digital 

conduct code for lawyers, 
the bench said it had come 
across some "nasty com-
ments" on digital platforms. 
"We will show you some of 
these samples. What kind of 
nasty comments and state-
ments are being made, and 
we are sure they have noth-
ing to do with the law," the 
CJI said.The CJI said advo-
cates were responsible and 
added that the first thing 
they learn is professional 
ethics

"They (advocates) will 
not indulge in all this. 
Those who are doing it and 
are defaming the profes-
sion, they may not be really 
professionals," the bench 
said. The CJI said the best 
thing is to strengthen the 
young members of the Bar.

He said in some high 
courts and even in some 
district courts, young 
members of the Bar have 
formed associations, and 
were engaging in construc-
tive academic activities 
and discussion on legal 
issues. "Our entire hope 
lies on the young members 
of the Bar and the future 
generation of the profes-
sion," the CJI observed. 
The bench also observed 
that law universities have 
to be impleaded as parties 
in the matter.

SC seeks Centre, BCI 
responses on plea for 
national digital registry 

of legal professions
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Aneeshwar Gautam to Lead Hubli Tigers in Maharaja Trophy KSCA T20 Season 5

Mekedatu Project Will Benefit Tamil Nadu 
Too: CM D K Shivakumar

Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief 
Minister D. K. Shivakumar on 
Thursday described the proposed 
Mekedatu project as the “heart of 
South India,” asserting that it 
would protect the interests of both 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu while 
addressing Bengaluru’s growing 
drinking water needs.

Speaking to reporters after cast-
ing his vote in the Legislative 
Council elections at Vidhana 
Soudha, Shivakumar said the proj-
ect is a balancing reservoir and not 
an irrigation project. He empha-
sized that not a single bucket of 
water from the reservoir would be 
used for irrigation and that its sole 
purpose is to provide drinking 
water to Bengaluru.

The Chief Minister stated that 
Karnataka is committed to releas-
ing Tamil Nadu’s allocated share of 

177 TMC of Cauvery water as 
directed by the Supreme Court. He 

noted that the Court had indicated 
that the Central Water Commission 
should take a decision on the proj-
ect.Responding to Tamil Nadu’s 
opposition to the project, 
Shivakumar said the issue has 
been used as a political agenda for 
decades. He pointed out that large 
volumes of surplus Cauvery water 
flow into the sea every year and 
argued that the balancing reservoir 
would help ensure the timely 
release of Tamil Nadu’s share dur-
ing difficult periods.

He also highlighted that the proj-
ect would generate about 400 MW of 
electricity, providing additional 
benefits to Karnataka’s energy sec-
tor. Reiterating his willingness to 
engage with Tamil Nadu, 
Shivakumar said he was ready for 
discussions at any time and 
stressed that both states must work 

together in the interests of their 
people.

On the Legislative Council elec-
tions, the Chief Minister dismissed 
speculation about cross-voting, 
stating that Congress had merely 
guided its MLAs on the preferential 
voting system. He expressed confi-
dence that MPs from all parties, 
including Congress, BJP and JD(S), 
would unite to safeguard 
Karnataka’s interests on the 
Mekedatu issue.

Taking a swipe at criticism 
from JD(S) leader H. D. 
Kumaraswamy, Shivakumar 
remarked that “there is no cure 
for jealousy” and urged political 
leaders to maintain decorum in 
public discourse. He also clari-
fied that he was travelling for the 
darshan of Lord Venkateswara at 
Tirupati and not to Delhi.

A delegation led by KPCC South Division Social Media President Girish Kumar 
visited Congress leader Chethan Gowda on his birthday and wished him. KPCC 
Street Vendors Secretary Chand Pasha and many others were present.

A delegation led by KPCC South Division Social Media 
President Girish Kumar visited Congress leader Chethan 
Gowda on his birthday and wished him. KPCC Street Vendors 
Secretary Chand Pasha and many others were present.

Bengaluru : Hubli Tigers 
announced Aneeshwar Gautam as 
captain for the fifth edition of the 
Maharaja Trophy KSCA T20 on 
Thursday. The franchise also 
unveiled its team jersey and 
launched the official Hubli Tigers 
anthem ahead of the upcoming sea-
son.

The event was attended by KSCA 
Vice President Sujit Somasunder, 
Chairman of the Maharaja Trophy 
KSCA T20 Governing Council M.S. 
Keshava, KSCA Treasurer B.N. 

Madhukar, Hubli Tigers owner 
Shivek Jindal and Sushil Kumar 
Jindal, along with players, coach-
ing staff and team management.

Speaking after being named cap-
tain, Aneeshwar Gautam said, 
“When I was approached about the 
captaincy, I was slightly nervous. 
But Vinay Kumar and the coaching 
staff gave me a lot of confidence, and 
I received tremendous support from 
everyone in the team. It is an honour 
and a privilege to lead this side. 
Every year, going into the auction, I 

always hoped I would be picked by 
Hubli Tigers. To now be leading this 
team feels very special.”Head Coach 
Vinay Kumar praised the franchise's 
support structure and the balance 
within the squad.I can proudly say 
that this franchise works like an IPL 
franchise. The management gives 
the coaching staff the freedom to 
run the show and provides all the 
support required to get the best out 
of the players. They have been the 
backbone of this franchise from 
day one. 

Bengaluru : Emphasizing 
the importance of listening 
as a vital life skill, Lokayukta 
Justice B.S. Patil stated that 
one of the saddest realities 
today is that people have for-
gotten how to listen. He 
urged students to become 
good listeners to achieve 
personal growth and build a 
bright future.

Speaking after conferring 
degrees at the 24th 
Graduation Ceremony of 
Vemana Institute of 
Technology, organized by 
the Karnataka Reddy Jana 
Sangha at Koramangala, 
Justice Patil said that listen-
ing attentively, even when 
one has many thoughts in 
mind, is a true art. He noted 
that listening enhances 
one’s thinking ability and 
contributes significantly to 
mental and intellectual 
development.He encouraged 
students to pursue their 
studies with enthusiasm 
and develop the creativity 
and innovation required to 

excel in their chosen 
professions.“You must 
design your own future. 
Create a clear roadmap for 
your life and move forward 
accordingly; otherwise, you 
may lose your direction. 
Every individual should 
aspire to achieve excellence 
and remain vigilant and 
committed to continuous 
learning,” he said.

Addressing the gathering, 
D.N. Lakshman Reddy, 
President of Karnataka Reddy 
Jana Sangha, described grad-
uation as one of the most 
valuable milestones in a stu-
dent’s life and expressed hope 
that the degree would serve as 
a strong foundation for their 
future.The event was attend-
ed by V. Venkata Shiva 
Reddy, Vice President of 
Karnataka Reddy Jana 
Sangha; N. Shekhar Reddy, 
General Secretary; K.R. 
Nagaraj Reddy, Joint 
Secretary; the Principal, fac-
ulty members, and other dig-
nitaries.

Be Good Listeners to Build a 
Bright Future”: Lokayukta 

Justice B.S. Patil
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Tirupati, June 18: The Tirupati Urban 
Development Authority (TUDA) Board 
on Thursday approved several key 
infrastructure and development proj-
ects aimed at improving civic ameni-
ties and urban infrastructure across 
the TUDA limits.

The decisions were taken at a board 
meeting chaired by TUDA Chairman 
C. Divakar Reddy and attended by 
District Collector Dr. S. Venkateswar 
and TUDA Vice Chairman R. Govinda 
Rao at the TUDA office in Tirupati.
During the meeting, the District 
Collector reviewed ongoing develop-
ment programmes, infrastructure cre-
ation initiatives, and the progress of 
various projects under TUDA. He 
directed officials to prioritize develop-
ment works and ensure that all proj-
ects are completed with quality stan-
dards and within the stipulated time-
frame.

The Board approved the provision 
of basic infrastructure facilities, 
including electricity, drainage sys-
tems, roads, and a convention hall at 
Padmavathi Nagar Layout in 
Surappakasam village. It also approved 
a master plan for developing areas up 
to the approach road of Sri Padmavathi 
Ammavari Temple in Tiruchanoor to 
improve transportation facilities and 

ease traffic congestion.
In addition, the Board sanctioned 

master plan roads for Settipalli 
Township and approved the construc-
tion of internal drainage facilities at 
Nayudupeta.

As part of efforts to transform 
Tirupati into a city of lakes and ponds, 
in line with the vision of the Chief 
Minister, the Board approved the 
“Climate Resilient Integrated Water 
Management” project for the TUDA 
region.

Addressing the meeting, TUDA 
Chairman C. Divakar Reddy instruct-
ed officials to expedite construction 
works in the Surappakasam Layout 
and complete the convention hall and 
other facilities in Padmavathi Nagar 
Layout as requested by the Plot 
Owners Association.

The meeting also discussed several 
other development proposals, with 
officials directed to examine new proj-
ects and take necessary steps to 
enhance public services across the 
urban development authority limits.

TUDA Secretary Srikanth Babu, 
Superintending Engineer Ravindra, 
Chief Planning Officer Devi Kumar, 
board members, and officials from 
various departments were present at 
the meeting.

TUDA board approves key development 
projects in Tirupati

Hyderabad TSIT: A high-
level review meeting on 
monsoon preparedness, 
waterlogging mitigation and 
traffic management was 
held at the Public Safety 
Integrated Operations 
Centre (PSIOC) in the 
Cyberabad Police 
Commissionerate under the 
chairmanship of the HMDA 
Special Chief Secretary 
Jayesh Ranjan. Meeting was 
attended by the Cyberabad 
Police Commissioner 
Ramesh Reddy, HYDRAA 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Ranganathan ,Cyberabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(CMC) Commissioner 
Srijana ,Deputy 
Commissioners of Police 
(DCPs) from the Cyberabad 
Commissionerate and 
senior officials from various 
departments.

Reviewing the prepared-
ness in light of forecasts 
issued by the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), officials discussed 
preventive measures to 

address monsoon-related 
challenges and prevent 
water stagnation at minor, 
medium and major water-
logging points across the 
city.

 Special Chief Secretary 
directed all departments to 
remain on high alert during 
periods of heavy rainfall and 
ensure seamless inter-
departmental coordination 
for prompt emergency 
response. Officials were 
instructed to keep adequate 
manpower, machinery and 
emergency resources ready 
in vulnerable areas.

To prevent traffic disrup-
tions during heavy rains, 
departments were asked to 
ensure the swift removal of 
broken-down vehicles and 
other road obstructions. 
Authorities were also direct-
ed to make extensive use of 
technology, including 
drones and real-time moni-
toring systems, to effectively 
track traffic conditions and 
respond quickly to emerging 
issues.

High-Level Review on Monsoon 
Preparedness, Waterlogging Prevention and 

Traffic Management Held at PSIOC
Khammam (TSIT): Land 
acquisition for ongoing irriga-
tion projects should be expe-
dited to ensure their timely 
completion, R&R and 
Irrigation Land Acquisition 
Commissioner K. Sivakumar 
said during a review meeting 
held at the Collectorate on 
Thursday. Along with District 
Collector TS Divakar, the 
Commissioner reviewed the 
progress of land acquisition 
and compensation payments 
for major irrigation projects in 
the district. He directed offi-
cials to resolve pending issues 
swiftly and ensure that com-
pensation is paid to affected 
farmers without delay.

The review covered the 
Sitarama Lift Irrigation 
Project, the Munneru-Paleru 
Link Canal and other irriga-
tion projects in the erstwhile 
Khammam district. Officials 
briefed the meeting on the sta-
tus of land acquisition, forest 
clearances, compensation pay-
ments, pending court cases 
and survey works. Sivakumar 
stressed the need for close 
coordination between the rev-

enue and irrigation depart-
ments to address bottlenecks 
and speed up project imple-
mentation. He said all depart-
ments should focus on com-
pleting the state's prestigious 
irrigation projects within the 
stipulated timeframe and regu-
larly monitor progress. 
District Collector TS Divakar 
said land acquisition for 193.15 
acres in 11 villages under the 
Jawahar Lift Irrigation Project 
is currently at the award stage. 
Under Package-14 of the 
Sitarama Lift Irrigation 

Project, awards have been 
passed for 623.02 acres out of 
650.22 acres acquired. For 
Package-15, compensation has 
been paid after awards were 
passed for 198.13 acres. Under 
Package-16, awards have been 
issued for 820.12 acres, while 
compensation has been paid 
and possession taken for 796.13 
acres. Compensation for the 
remaining land is awaited 
from the government.

 Land acquisition under 
Packages 6, 2 and 1 is also in 
progress, he added.

LAND ACQUISITION KEY TO 
PROJECT COMPLETION

Hyderabad (TSIT):  Early diagno-
sis remains the most effective way 
to improve outcomes in kidney 
cancer treatment, Hyderabad 
Collector Priyanka Ala said while 
inaugurating an awareness walk 
organised by the Department of 
Renal Sciences at KIMS Hospitals, 
Kompally, on the occasion of 
International Kidney Cancer Day 
on Thursday.
Addressing participants, Ms. Ala 
stressed the need for greater pub-
lic awareness about various dis-
eases and cancers, noting that kid-
ney cancer is emerging as one of 
the fastest-growing cancers glob-
ally. She underscored the impor-
tance of educating people about 
risk factors, symptoms, and the 
benefits of timely screening. that 
smoking, obesity, hypertension, 
diabetes, chronic kidney disease, 
and a family history of kidney 
cancer are among the major risk 
factors associated with the dis-
ease. Individuals with these risk 

factors should undergo regular 
health check-ups to facilitate early 
detection, he said.

Senior Consultant Urologist Dr. 
K. Seshu Mohan said kidney can-
cer is often diagnosed at an 
advanced stage because it may not 
produce noticeable symptoms in 
its early phases. He advised indi-
viduals to seek medical attention 

if they experience symptoms such 
as blood in the urine, persistent 
pain in the lower back or side, an 
abdominal lump, unexplained 
weight loss, loss of appetite, or 
prolonged fatigue.He said advanc-
es in medical technology at KIMS 
Hospitals, Kompally, have signifi-
cantly improved treatment out-
comes for kidney cancer patients. 

Minimally invasive laparoscopic 
and robotic-assisted surgeries 
now enable surgeons to remove 
cancerous tissue while preserving 
healthy portions of the kidney, 
thereby improving recovery and 
long-term kidney function.

The specialists also emphasised 
that adopting a healthy lifestyle, 
including avoiding tobacco use, 
maintaining a healthy body 
weight, controlling blood pressure 
and diabetes, and regular follow-
ups, helps in early detection and 
timely treatment the risk of kid-
ney cancer.

Doctors called for increased 
public awareness and urged peo-
ple not to ignore early warning 
signs, highlighting that timely 
medical intervention can save 
lives.Consultant Urologist Dr. 
Amish J. Vani, Consultant 
Nephrologist Dr. Papayya 
Nirmal, hospital staff, and mem-
bers of the public participated in 
the awareness walk.

Kidney cancer a silent killer; early detection key, say experts

IIT Delhi climbs to 118th in QS World 
University Rankings 2027

New Delhi, June 18 : In a 
significant boost to India's 
higher education creden-
tials, the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Delhi 
has secured the 118th posi-
tion in the QS World 
University Rankings 2027, 
emerging as the country's 
highest-ranked institution 
for the second consecutive 
year. The prestigious glob-
al ranking reflects a steady 
upward trajectory for IIT 
Delhi, which improved 
from the 123rd position in 
2026. The achievement 
underscores the growing 
global recognition of 
Indian institutions for 
excellence in teaching, 
research and innovation.

According to the 
Ministry of Education's 
official post on X, the mile-
stone highlights the collec-
tive progress of Indian aca-
demia on the global stage.

Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan lauded the devel-
opment, saying that India's 
global academic footprint 
continues to expand.

"Proud to see 52 Indian 
institutions featured in the 
QS World University 
Rankings, with 13 Indian 
universities securing a 
place among the global top 
550," Pradhan said.

He emphasised that this 
success reflects the 
strengthening of India's 
higher education ecosys-
tem and the dedication of 
faculty members, 
researchers and students 
towards academic excel-
lence. In a follow-up post 
on X, the minister linked 
the accomplishment to the 
nation's long-term vision.

"A robust and globally 
competitive higher educa-
tion ecosystem is central 
to our resolve of building a 
Viksit Bharat by 2047," he 

noted. Pradhan credited 
the transformative 
reforms under the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, guided by 
Prime Minister Modi's 
vision, for positioning 
India as an emerging glob-
al hub of knowledge and 
innovation.

The NEP 2020 has been 
instrumental in driving 
systemic changes, includ-
ing greater emphasis on 
multidisciplinary learn-
ing, research output, inter-
national collaborations 

and skill development.
These reforms appear to 

be yielding results, as evi-
denced by the improved 
global standings of multi-
ple Indian institutions, he 
wrote on X.

IIT Delhi's climb in the 
rankings is particularly 
noteworthy given the 
intense competition 
among the world's top uni-
versities.

Factors contributing to 
its success likely include 
advancements in cutting-
edge research, strong 

industry partnerships, 
enhanced academic infra-
structure and an increas-
ing focus on innovation-
driven programmes, the 
minister said.

This performance not 
only brings pride to the IIT 
ecosystem but also sets a 
benchmark for other 
Indian universities.

As more institutions 
break into higher global 
tiers, it signals India's 
potential to become a 
knowledge powerhouse. 
Experts believe sustained 
investment in research 
funding, faculty develop-
ment and internationalisa-
tion will be key to main-
taining this momentum.

With 52 Indian entries in 
the QS rankings, the coun-
try is steadily carving out 
a stronger presence in 
global academia.

The government has 
reiterated its commitment 
to further strengthening 
the sector.

Pradhan further wrote 
on X: "Heartiest congrat-
ulations to all the insti-
tutions that have made 
the nation proud. 
Together, we will contin-
ue to strengthen India's 
journey towards becom-
ing a global knowledge 
powerhouse."

Nation
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South News

Madras High Court 
bins plea for 

strict scrutiny of SC 
constituencies

CHENNAI: Claiming 
that there was no dif-
ference between the 
previous DMK regime 
and the present TVK 
government in 
addressing law-and-
order concerns, the 
BJP on Thursday 
launched its first 
major protest against 
Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay’s admin-
istration, accusing it of 
failing to curb crimes 
against women and 
children.Steaming in 
your neighbourhood… 
From Kanchi to Kovai, 
TN cities lead Ashley 
Madison ‘discreet dat-
ing’ listThe demon-
stration, led by BJP 
state president Nainar 
Nagenthran near the 
Rajarathinam stadium 
in Egmore, was attend-
ed by state in-charge 
Arvind Menon, V P 
Duraisamy, Tamilisai 
Soundararajan, Vinoj 
P Selvam, ‘Karate’ R 
Thiagarajan, ‘Vellore’ 
Ibrahim and other 
senior party leaders. 
Addressing the gather-
i n g ,  N a i n a r 
Nagenthran alleged 
that incidents of sexu-
al violence and other 
serious crimes contin-
ued unabated despite 
the change in govern-

ment and said the TVK 
administration had 
failed to distinguish 
itself from its prede-
cessor on the law-and-
order front. 

He also accused the 
Chief Minister of not 
personally meeting 
victims of sexual 
assault and their fami-
l i e s . T a m i l i s a i 
Soundararajan said 
concerns over wom-
en’s safety had con-
tributed significantly 
to the electoral defeat 
of the previous govern-
ment and warned that 
the current dispensa-
tion risked facing a 
similar public verdict 
if corrective measures 
were not taken. 
“Governments that 

fail to ensure the safe-
ty of women ultimate-
ly lose the trust of the 
people,” she said. 
‘Vellore’ Ibrahim 
alleged that sexual 
offences were being 
reported across age 
groups, from children 
to elderly women, and 
claimed that the police 
were unable to func-
tion effectively under 
the present adminis-
tration. 

The BJP said the pro-
test was intended to 
highlight what it 
described as worsen-
ing law and order and 
to press the govern-
ment for stronger mea-
sures to protect women 
and children across 
the State.

No difference between DMK and TVK: BJP 
launches first major protest against Vijay govt

Tamil Nadu: Mother’s dupatta gets entangled 
in bike wheel, one-year-old son dies

CHENNAI: A one-year-
old boy was killed, and his 
parents sustained serious 
injuries after the bike they 
were travelling on lost 
control and crashed after 
the mother's dupatta 
became entangled in the 
rear wheel of the bike near 
Tiruporur on Tuesday 
(June 16).

The deceased child was 
identified as Visagan, son 
of Pushparaj (29) and 
Pavithra (23), residents of 
Ammanampakkam village 
near Tirukazhukundram.
According to the police, 
the family was travelling 
from Tirukazhukundram 
to Tiruporur on a bike for 
personal work. While they 
were passing through the 
T i r u k a z h u k u n d r a m -
Tiruporur Road near 
Manamathi village, 
Pavithra's dupatta that 
was hanging loosely was 
blown by the wind and got 
caught in the bike's rear 
wheel. The sudden entan-
glement caused the 

Pushparaj to lose control, 
and the vehicle skidded 
and fell on the road. All 
three of them were thrown 
off the bike due to the 
impact and suffered severe 
injuries. The onlookers 
rushed to their aid and 
alerted emergency servic-
es. They were taken to the 
government hospital in 
Tiruporur by a 108 ambu-
lance. Doctors declared 
Visagan dead on arrival. 
Pushparaj and Pavithra, 
who suffered severe inju-
ries in the accident, were 
later referred to the 
Chengalpattu Government 
Medical College Hospital 
for advanced treatment.
Manamathi police have 
registered a case and sent 
the child's body to the 
Chengalpattu Government 
Hospital for post-mortem 
examination. Further 
investigation is on. The 
police officials highlighted 
the importance of avoiding 
loose clothing while trav-
elling.

CHENNAI:  The 
Madras High Court has 
dismissed a plea filed by 
Hindu Makkal Katchi 
founder Arjun Sampath 
seeking to restrict can-
didature in reserved 
constituencies to candi-
dates  professing 
Hinduism, Sikhism or 
Buddhism, holding that 
such disputes must be 
raised through election 
petitions.

Steaming in your 
neighbourhood… From 
Kanchi to Kovai, TN cit-
ies lead Ashley Madison 
‘discreet dating’ list A 
Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice SA 
Dharmadhikari and 
Justice G Arul Murugan 
observed that any griev-
ance relating to the dis-
qualification of a candi-
date or false declara-
tions made in nomina-
tion papers must be 
addressed through an 
election petition.

The Court made the 
observation while dis-
missing the plea by 
Arjun Sampath, who 
had submitted that of 
the 234 Assembly con-
stituencies in Tamil 
Nadu, 44 are reserved 
for Scheduled Castes 
and that only Scheduled 
Caste candidates pro-
fessing Hinduism, 
Sikhism, or Buddhism 
should be permitted to 
contest from such con-
stituencies.He further 

contended that nearly 90 
per cent of the candidates 
contesting in these 
reserved constituencies 
profess the Christian 
faith and sought a direc-
tion to the Election 
Commission of India to 
issue a circular mandat-
ing strict scrutiny of 
nomination papers in 
accordance with the 
Constitution and the 
judgments of the Supreme 
Court. However, the 
Court noted that the 
Returning Officer pos-
sesses summary powers 
to scrutinise nomination 
papers and reject a nomi-
nation where it is appar-
ent that a candidate is 
either not qualified or 
stands disqualified from 
contesting. The Bench 
further observed that if 
any candidate had fraud-
ulently cleared the scru-
tiny process, the 
aggrieved party could 
seek redress by filing an 
election petition. From 
Kumbakonam fire survi-
vor to government officer

The Court also 
observed that the peti-
tioner had failed to place 
any material on record to 
show that any candidate 
had contested the recent 
elections using a fraudu-
lent certificate or that 
the Returning Officer 
had ignored any such 
defect. In view of these 
findings, the Bench dis-
missed the petition.

GMR Group Delegation called on the Honble Chief Minister..

Minister for Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments receives public 
petitions in the presence of Hon’ble Minister for Social Justice...
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The US naval blockade has
been lifted after the deal with
Iran was signed last night,
ending days of confusion
about whether American
forces would continue to
enforce it. "Iran has wasted
no time in getting its tankers
back into circulation,"
Michelle Wiese Bockman
from Windward Maritime
Intelligence tells BBC Verify.
We reported yesterday that
Iran had sent three ships
loaded with crude oil over the
blockade line while another
empty tanker crossed back
towards Iran. We’re seeing
similar activity today with
another Iranian tanker,
Dorena, sailing out of the
Gulf of Oman this morning.
Ship-tracking data from
MarineTraffic shows it is
loaded with as much as two
million barrels of oil but does
not list its destination.
Tracking also shows an
empty Iranian tanker called
Herby sailed to the port of
Chabahar from Pakistan,
where location data shows it
had been loitering for six
weeks. Shipping experts

TankerTrackers.com have
identified Herby as being the
unnamed ship the US mili-
tary said it had intercepted in
April. All of these vessels are
still sanctioned by the US
alongside their owner, the
National Iranian Tanker
Company. But Bockman says
the scale of movement in
recent days suggests Iran
feels confident it will immi-
nently receive US sanctions
waivers. Three people have
died in Lebanon after Israeli
strikes targeted the towns of
Kfar Tebnit and Zebdin this
morning, according to the
state-run National News
Agency. The Israel Defense
Forces haven't confirmed any
strikes in Lebanon today, but
say Israeli forces continue to
operate in the country, with-
in a security zone extending
about 10km (6.2 miles) into
the southern border. As a
reminder, the US-Iran deal
commits the US and its allies
to ending hostilities in
Lebanon. Despite the US-Iran
deal calling for an end to mil-
itary operations in Lebanon,
bursts of gunfire and explo-

sions were heard in verified
videos from the southern
Nabatieh region overnight.
In the footage, filmed from
the village of Kfar Jouz, flash-
es from explosions lit up the
night sky, but the source of
the blasts and exact locations
are unclear. BBC Verify has
checked footage of smoke
plumes and explosions in
south Lebanon, reportedly
from Hezbollah and Israeli
military clashes, every day
since the framework agree-
ment was announced on
Sunday night. Israel’s Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has come under
fresh political pressure to
defy the terms of Donald

Trump’s ceasefire agreement
with Iran. “I demand that the
Prime Minister stand before
the people of Israel and make
it clear, both here and to the
countries of the world: We are
not part of the agreement. We
do not accept any connection
between the Iranian arena
and the Lebanese arena,”
said the head of the Yisrael
Beiteinu opposition party,
Avigdor Lieberman. “We will
act solely in accordance with
Israeli interests, and not in
accordance with fuel prices
on world stock exchanges,”
he continued. The person
now missing from the negoti-
ating equation is Iran’s late
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei. He was the
biggest critic of any deal with
the US, and by killing him
they somehow removed the
main obstacle to a deal. Some
of his hardline supporters are
unhappy about the agree-
ment. His son Mojtaba
Khamenei has yet to make
any statements about the deal
in recent days, and has also
not been seen publicly for
months. But from what the
top negotiators and
Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
were saying yesterday, it
appears that he is making
some (if not almost all) of the
decisions in the country
Iran's President Masoud
Pezeshkian has posted a pic-
ture on social media of the
signed memorandum of
understanding, saying it is "a
message from a powerful
Iran". Peace will be "realised
in the shadow of mutual
respect", he says. "The
Islamic Republic of Iran has
always been committed and
steadfast to global peace
while preserving its dignity
and independence",

Pezeshkian adds. Donald
Trump has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
between the US and Iran to
end the war, kickstarting a
60-day period in which both
countries will work towards
a final deal. The agreement
centres around 14 core
points, which we have
summed up for you here,
including the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran
must be feeling quite pleased
about this deal, our chief
international correspondent
Lyse Doucet writes, whereas
for Israel, it presents another
blow to Benjamin
Netanyahu’s credibility.
Trump has praised the agree-
ment as a major win for the
US, although there remain
serious questions still to be
resolved, not least the issue
of Iran's nuclear programme.
US Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth has threatened to
reimpose an "ironclad block-
ade" if Iran does not do "what
it says it's going to do" and
give up its nuclear weapon
ambitions. 

A US-Iran agreement to
extend the ceasefire
between the two countries
has been signed and is now
in effect, a White House offi-
cial has confirmed to the
BBC. President Donald
Trump formally signed the
deal - which is set to reopen
the pivotal Strait of Hormuz
- while attending the G7
summit in Evian-les-Bains
in France. The 14-point
agreement, which is known
as a Memorandum of
Understanding, says that
Iran will never have a
nuclear weapon, and also
commits a $300bn fund for
the "reconstruction and eco-
nomic development" of the
country - although the US is
not required to contribute.
It comes four months after
the conflict between the
countries - and Israel - broke
out. The agreement has
been described by the

Trump administration as
"performance-based", with
Iran benefitting only if it
complies with its commit-
ments. While the text of the
deal leaves many questions
unanswered - and many key
issues unsolved - here's
what we know about some
of the key points. The first
paragraph of the agreement
notes that the US, Iran and
allies will declare an "imme-
diate and permanent" termi-
nation of military opera-

tions on "all fronts" - includ-
ing Lebanon. From the US
perspective, Trump has
been growing increasingly
concerned that Israeli mili-
tary operations against
Hezbollah could upend the
agreement with Iran.
Tehran, for its part, has
repeatedly said it expected
Lebanon to be covered by
the truce. Any continuation
of Israeli military opera-
tions in Lebanon would con-
stitute a "violation of the

understanding" and "neces-
sary measures will be
taken", a spokesperson for
the Iranian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said on
Wednesday. The agreement
notes that "from now on"
neither side will initiate
military operations or
threaten each other, and
ensure "the territorial
integrity and sovereignty"
of Lebanon. The final agree-
ment will lead to the perma-
nent "termination" of the
conflict, the document says.
It is unclear how Israel will
react to this point. Point 2:
Respect for 'internal affairs'
The text of the document -
read verbatim to reporters
in a call with US officials -
notes that the US and Iran
will "respect each other's
sovereignty and territorial
integrity" and refrain from
interfering in each side's
internal affairs. 

Explosions and gunfire
were heard early on
Thursday at the airport in
Niger's capital, Niamey,
residents have told the
BBC. "I heard the first
gunshots at 06:00 local
time (05:00 GMT) while I
was at the mosque. But
the current situation is
under control," one per-
son said. The gunfire,
which lasted for two
hours, came from the
entrance at the Diori
Hamani international air-
port, a witness told the
AFP news agency. Niger
has been fighting an
Islamist insurgency for a
decade and in January
suspected jihadists
launched an attack on the
same airport. Like its
neighbours, Burkina Faso
and Mali, Niger is run by
a military junta that came
to power in part because
of a failure to deal with
the violence. Residents
have told the BBC that
Thursday's attack was
repelled by the army,
which is now hunting
down the fleeing
assailants who reportedly
abandoned their weapons.
The authorities have not

yet commented and no
group has said it was
responsible but an affili-
ate to the Islamic State
group said it had carried
out January's assault.
Niger's defence ministry
said that in January's
attack, four military per-
sonnel were injured and
20 attackers killed. At the
time, the head of Niger's
military government,
which has been in power
for three years, thanked
Russia for its help in foil-
ing the attack.
Abdourahamane Tiani
also accused the presi-
dents of France, Benin
and Ivory Coast of back-
ing those responsible. He
did not give details of
what help Russia had pro-
vided, or provide any evi-
dence to support his accu-
sations against the other
countries. In recent
weeks, authorities in
Niger have demolished
neighbourhoods near the
airport, citing "terrorist
risks". They have also
extended the airport's
perimeter fence and
installed more than 350
surveillance cameras,
AFP reports.

Daveigh Chase, the hor-
ror actress who crawled
out of a TV in The Ring
and voiced Lilo in
Disney's animated Lilo &
Stitch, has died aged 35.
Chase, who also voiced
Chihiro in the English
version of Spirited Away
and starred in the cable
drama Big Love, died
from sepsis after suffer-
ing from meningitis in a
Los Angeles hospital, her
manager John Ryan Jr
confirmed to BBC News.
Ryan said on Wednesday
that Chase had been
admitted to hospital for
malnourishment before
her death. The former
child star began acting at
4 years old, booking her
first Hollywood job when
she was 7, but she retired
from acting full time in
2015, he said. "She was
the greatest. She loved
cats. She worked with cat

rescues with us. She was
very to herself, " said
Ryan, her friend and
manager of 15 years, not-
ing that Chase would
often retreat to her home
in Las Vegas for years at
a time and turn down big
studio films to do inde-
pendent projects. "She
was not very Hollywood,"
he said. "She'd rather eat
at Bob's Big Boy and go
home with the cats. She
loved acting but wasn't
into the fame scene."
Chase, who kept homes
in Nevada and downtown
Los Angeles, started act-
ing in Las Vegas around
age 4 doing voiceover
work and theatre. She
landed her first TV role
in Hollywood at age 7,
booking a small part in
the popular Melissa Joan
Hart-led American sit-
com Sabrina The
Teenage Witch.

A 63-year-old British man
has died in a paragliding
accident in Spain's north-
eastern Catalonia region,
authorities have said.
Emergency services
received a report of the acci-
dent in the Palau de
Noguera area, near the
town of Tremp, about 13:30
local time (14:30 BST) on
Wednesday. The man, who
was found seriously injured
by rescuers, received first
aid until medical teams

arrived, but later died. The
UK Foreign Office said it
was "supporting the family
of a British man who has
died in Spain". Palau de
Noguera is located near
Àger - an area popular with
paragliders and hang glid-
ers on the edge of the
Pyrenees in north-eastern
Spain. Local media report-
ed that the man appeared to
have become tangled in
power lines before hitting
the ground.

An Ecuadorean man, who
police accuse of leading a
faction of one of the coun-
try's most feared criminal
gangs, has been shot dead
as he was leaving the air-
port in Ecuador's largest
city, Guayaquil. Security
footage shows two young
men waiting outside the
arrivals terminal holding
stuffed toys and flowers
before one of them
approaches the victim,
pulls his gun from behind a
teddy and shoots him point-
blank. Police have detained
two teenagers in connec-
tion with the crime, the lat-
est in a widespread wave of
gang violence. This latest
deadly shooting came just a

day after Ecuador's presi-
dent declared a fresh state
of emergency in 10
provinces, including
Guayas, where the attack
unfolded. Ecuador's interi-
or minister, John
Reimberg, identified the
victim of Wednesday's
attack as 39-year-old Carlos
Alberto Suástegui
Villanueva, who he said
was the leader of the Los
Águilas gang in El Triunfo,
a region east of Guayaquil.
Los Águilas, which was des-
ignated as a "terrorist
organisation" by Ecuador's
President Daniel Noboa in
2024, is accused of being
heavily involved in drug
trafficking and extortion. 

Suspected gang leader shot
dead in flower bouquet

ambush at airport

Moscow has come under the
largest Ukrainian attack since
the start of the full-scale war,
with close to 200 drones hitting
targets around the Russian
capital and setting columns of
thick smoke billowing high
into the sky. Seventeen people
were wounded in the Moscow
region, according to local gov-
ernor Andrei Vorobyov.
Almost 1,000 drones and four
Ukrainian cruise missiles
were intercepted and
destroyed across the country
in 24 hours, Russia's defence
ministry was quoted as saying.
An oil depot was struck in the
southern Rostov region, where
one person was killed.
Volodymyr Zelensky said Kyiv
had once again hit the Moscow
region with "long-range sanc-

tions" - a euphemism for
Ukrainian long-distance
strikes on Russia. "It's time to
end this war, and Russia must
take the necessary steps in
diplomacy," he added. He said
the massive drone strike was
in response to last week's
Russian attack on Kyiv, which
set a major religious landmark

ablaze. "We don't want this war
and have never wanted it,"
Zelensky said. "But if Ukraine
burns, your Moscow will burn
too." Fires broke out as the
Kapotnya refinery in south-
east Moscow was hit for the
third time in a month and the
second time this week, colour-
ing the sky black with smoke.

Numerous videos showed the
lid of a large oil storage tank
blown dozens of metres into
the air by the force of an explo-
sion. A nearby shopping centre
was also burning, reportedly
after drone debris fell on the
building, and several residen-
tial high-rise blocks were evac-
uated. Moscow's four airports
were temporarily shut and
more than 500 flights were can-
celled or delayed. Although
local authorities across
Russia have banned publica-
tion of images of the after-
math of drone strikes, dozens
of videos were posted on
social media showing drones
flying across the sky in broad
daylight and explosions over
industrial areas on the out-
skirts of Moscow. 

A former Ugandan mayor
and lawyer representing
detained opposition figure
Kizza Besigye, who is on
trial for treason, has him-
self been charged with a
treason-related offence.
Erias Lukwago appeared
before a magistrate's court
in the capital Kampala look-
ing visibly weak, local
media reported, days after
he was arrested at his home.
He denied the charges of
failure to report treason and
was remanded in prison
until next week when his
case will be heard. His
arrest on Monday sparked
condemnation after Gen
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, the
country's military chief and
son of the president, boast-
ed about it on social media.
Bobi Wine, a Ugandan oppo-
sition politician who fled
the country fearing for his
life after ?contesting the

January presidential elec-
tion, alleged that Lukwago
had been arrested on
Kainerugaba's orders as he
was preparing to serve a
court summons on the mili-
tary chief. "I call upon all of
us to reject and resist this
brazen impunity," he posted
on X. Lukwago's family
went to court seeking an
order compelling security
officers, whom they accused
of abducting him, to dis-
close his whereabouts and
release him whether "dead
or alive".Drones create the first-ever Fifa scoreboard in Seattle sky
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After Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, another
Bihar youngster has grabbed the lime-
light with terrific batting. This time,
it's Akshara Gupta. The young batter
scored an unbeaten 306 runs in the
BCA Women's U-19 One-Day Trophy
Tournament on Thursday at the
Sandis Compound Ground in
Bhagalpur. Akshara slammed 55 fours
and eight sixes. She reached 306* off
just 126 deliveries at a strike rate of
242.86. Akshara reached the 50-run
mark in 16 balls and completed her ton
in 34 deliveries. The 15-year-old crick-
eter hails from Raxaul in East
Champaran. She is the captain of the
Bihar Under-19 women's team.
Akshara Gupta played in Bhagalpur.
She is the first female cricketer from
Bihar to play four consecutive BCCI
women's tournaments within two
years. Commenting on Akshara's
achievement, Bihar Cricket
Association president Harshvardhan
said that Bihar's women cricketers are
consistently bringing laurels to the

state through their performances,
according to Sportstar. Bihar Cricket
Association Secretary Ziaul Arfin also
wished Akshara on her feat. Akshara
is the latest teenager from Bihar to
make headlines in cricket. Currently,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who hails
from Tajpur in Bihar, got selected for
the Indian cricket team at just 15. He
will be travelling with the team to
Ireland for a T20I series starting on
June 26. Then, he is part of the squad
that will play in England too.
Currently, Sooryavanshi is in action
in a tri-nation series in Sri Lanka. 

Pakistan captain Fatima
Sana will become the first
player from her country to
feature in the women's
Hundred after being signed
by Birmingham Phoenix in
Thursday's wildcard draft.
Fatima has now filled
Phoenix's fourth overseas slot
after it was vacated as Cricket
Australia withdrew Lucy
Hamilton to manage her
workload. Fatima, the seam-
bowling all-rounder, will get
15,000 pounds for playing at
The Hundred, though her
availability could be affected
by Pakistan's tour of Sri
Lanka from July 23 to August
4. Her selection comes a day
after she produced a stunning
all-round performance in
Pakistan's defeat to South
Africa in the 2026 ICC
Women's T20 World Cup at
Edgbaston, which is also
Phoenix's home ground.
Fatima top-scored with an

unbeaten 55 off 38 balls before
picking 3-16, as South Africa
scraped home by two wickets.
Fatima will become the third
Pakistani player signed to
play in the Hundred this sea-
son, after spinners Usman
Tariq (Phoenix men's team)
and Abrar Ahmed (Sunrisers
Leeds). Apart from Fatima,
all-rounder Mary Taylor has
also been signed by Phoenix in

the wildcard draft. "In the
women's team, signing
Fatima Sana is a real state-
ment of intent. She is
Pakistan's captain, an interna-
tional-class pace bowler, and a
brilliant replacement for Lucy
Hamilton, who is unavailable
due to her Australia commit-
ments. "Mary Taylor is an
exciting addition too. She's a
homegrown talent with
strong ties to Edgbaston
through her work with
Warwickshire Bears, and
this is a fantastic opportunity
for her to develop at the high-
est level of the women's fran-
chise game," said James
Thomas, Birmingham
Phoenix Performance
Director. Scotland openers
Darcey Carter and Katherine
Fraser have also earned The
Hundred deals after being
picked by Sunrisers Leeds
and Southern Brave, respec-
tively. 

Formula 1 is looking for the
right set of promoters and
collaborators for a sustain-
able return to India, its CEO
Stefano Domenicali said
without committing to a
timeline for the marquee
event's comeback to the
country. India hosted
Formula 1 from 2011 to 2013
before the round was
dropped from the calendar
due to taxation and finan-
cial reasons. "There is a big
interest from us to return to
your country. There are the
right things that we need to
do, to find back again the

right promoters, the right
collaboration, and the right
timing, which will not be in
the very short term,"
Domenicali told FanCode,
which broadcasts F1 in
India. "But when we talk
about five years in Formula
1, it seems to be very far
away, but it's not. There is
not yet a fixed date on which
we can really say some-
thing, but we see the inter-
est that is growing at all lev-
els." It is the first time in a
long while that a key figure
in F1 has spoken about the
Indian market. "It is very

important to say that we
need to feel the interest
from all the stakeholders of
India because this is a proj-
ect that, when we reach
back to your country, has to
be big. "It has to be the right
one, with the right level of
investment and the right
level of people, because your
market is just phenomenal.
I just want to guarantee that
we're going to be there for
sure one day and in the
right condition,"
Domenicali said. Of late, the
central government has
expressed its desire to bring

the coveted race back to
India but massive private
investment worth millions
of dollars is needed to suc-
cessfully stage the mega
event on an annual basis.
The Adani Group recently
acquired the assets of debt
ridden Jaypee Group
including the Buddh
International City in
Greater Noida, where the
three F1 races were held in
the previous decade. The
onus will be on the Indian
conglomerate worth bil-
lions to bring the high-pro-
file race back to the country.

Will Formula 1 Race Return To
India? F1 CEO's Clear Statement

South Africa coach Hugo
Broos wants to appeal mid-
fielder Themba Zwane's
three-match ban for a red
card at the World Cup, citing
Lionel Messi in his reason-
ing. Zwane was given one of
the three red cards in the
opening game of the World
Cup on Thursday, when
Mexico beat South Africa 2-0.
Speaking Wednesday, Broos
noted Messi avoided punish-
ment for what appeared to be
a foul in Argentina's 3-0 win
over Algeria on Tuesday as
evidence of what he believes
was an unfair sanction by the
FIFA disciplinary commit-
tee. Zwane was sent off in the
84th minute in Mexico City
for hitting Roberto Alvarado
in the face. Standard punish-
ment is a one-match suspen-
sion, but FIFA said
Wednesday it had increased
the sanction because it was
deemed serious foul play.
The suspension means
Zwane would not be able to
play again until the round of

16 if South Africa advances
that far. "I think the, the red
card, is too severe. I saw back
the situation where Themba
got the red card. I don't think
it was a red card," Broos said.
"When I see what happened
yesterday with Messi, then I
don't agree." Slow motion
replays showed Messi's studs
catch Algeria captain Aissa

Mandi's on the calf in
Argentina's win, but it went
unpunished. Messi ended up
scoring a hat trick in the
match. Zwane was sent off
after his challenge went to a
video review. "I think there
was not even a VAR with
Messi," Broos said. "I don't
want Messi to get a red card
because that player has to be

on the pitch and you, you saw
yesterday what a wonderful
player he is. But, yeah, what
is the difference here?" South
Africa plays the Czech
Republic in Atlanta on
Thursday. A loss for either
team would move them clos-
er to elimination. From the
time Lionel Messi scored a
hat-trick for Argentina

against Algeria in a FIFA
World Cup match, all eyes
were on a Group K match
that was to happen between
Portugal and DR Congo
hours later. One man was at
the centre of attention -
Cristiano Ronaldo.
Throughout their career, the
two football greats have
always been judged against
one another. Now, with
Messi starting with a hat-
trick, how would Cristiano
Ronaldo respond? Ronaldo
finished the match with 25
touches, attempting three
shots without hitting the tar-
get, and winning just one
duel, underlining how effec-
tively he was contained by
the DR Congo defence,
according to ESPN FC's X
handle. It was also one of the
lowest-involvement games of
his World Cup career, mark-
ing the second-fewest touch-
es he has ever recorded in a
World Cup start, highlight-
ing his limited influence in
Portugal's attacking play.

Manchester United legend
and Denmark international
Peter Schmeichel launched
a scathing attack on
Portugal manager Roberto
Martinez after the side's 1-1
draw against DR Congo in
their FIFA World Cup 2026
opener. Terming him as "one
of the most disappointing
coaches" of the tournament
so far, Schmeichel added
that Portugal, while they
have one of the strongest
squads in the tournament,
are not playing to their
potential. Cristiano
Ronaldo's Portugal were left
frustrated after being held to
a 1-1 draw by underdogs DR
Congo in their opening
World Cup group match, as
Yoane Wissa's equaliser can-
celled out Joao Neves' early
strike. Ronaldo, who was
making his sixth FIFA
World Cup appearance, cut a
subdued figure in attack,
while Manchester United
star Bernardo Silva also
endured a difficult outing,
with Roberto Martinez's side
failing to justify their pre-

tournament favourites tag.
The post-match fallout for
Portugal has been brutal,
particularly for Ronaldo,
who was slammed by
Thierry Henry, the ex-
France and Arsenal legend,
for looking to score himself
but not ensuring that the
team scores. Now, it is coach
Roberto who has also come
in for criticism. Peter point-
ed out Roberto's failure to
win a FIFA World Cup with a
squad that is often regarded
as a 'golden generation', with
stars like Lukaku, Kevin De
Bruyne and Eden Hazard at
their peaks. Roberto earned
a third-place finish at the
2018 FIFA World Cup and a
group-stage exit in the next
edition in Qatar with
Belgium. After the match,
Peter was quoted by
Goal.com as saying, "Roberto
Martinez has to be one of the
most disappointing coaches
of this World Cup so far. He
wasted Belgium's golden gen-
eration, and now it seems the
same thing is happening
with Portugal."

Cristiano Ronaldo Not Alone,
Portugal Coach Roberto Martinez
Termed "Most Disappointing" By

Manchester United Legend
The Telangana Cricket Association (TCA)
has issued legal notices to actors Vijay
Deverakonda and Venkatesh Daggubati,
along with cricketers Mohammed Siraj,
Ambati Rayudu and Tilak Varma, over
their reported association with the pro-
posed TG20 League, alleging that the tour-
nament is being conducted without manda-
tory approval from the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI). Speaking to ANI,
TCA General Secretary Gurava Reddy said
the association has objected to celebrities
endorsing what it described as an "illegal"
and "unapproved" league being organised
by the Hyderabad Cricket Association
(HCA). "Today, the Telangana Cricket
Association has sent legal notices to Vijay
Deverakonda, Venkatesh Daggubati, inter-
national cricketer Siraj, former cricketer
Ambati Rayudu and Tilak Varma, question-
ing their association with the tainted and
illegal TG20 League proposed to be conduct-
ed by the Hyderabad Cricket Association,"
Reddy told ANI. According to the notice, the
TCA has alleged that the Hyderabad Cricket
Association (HCA) is conducting business
with corporate entities without BCCI autho-
risation and that promoting the proposed
TG20 League without such approval
amounts to an offence. The association has

raised concerns over the league's regulatory
status and the potential implications of
celebrity endorsements. "The Hyderabad
Cricket Association, conducting the TG20
league, has changed its name in due course
from Telangana Premier League to TTL,
then to the TG20 Premier League, and now
TG20. They say they have some prefix,
some names, some sponsors' names now,
but basically they do not have two primary
mandates to conduct any franchise-based
Premier League at the state level. All the
BCCI members should adopt two rules:
Rule number 28.

Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar has praised the
Indian selection committee
and team management for
identifying and backing
young pacer Gurnoor Brar,
whose impressive perform-
ance helped India secure a
commanding 170-run victory
over Afghanistan in the sec-
ond ODI in Lucknow. Brar
was one of the standout per-
formers with the ball as India
bowled Afghanistan out for
232 in 44.3 overs after posting
a mammoth 402, sealing an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series. The left-
arm seamer returned figures
of 3/60 and played a key role
in dismantling the visitors'
batting line-up. “His run-up
is so good, his rhythm is so
good, he was hitting the deck
and getting the ball to climb.
The wicket he got of Gurbaz
was particularly impressive
because of the way that
bouncer followed him. It's
very accurate. It comes right
at you, exactly where the bat-
ter does not want it,”
Gavaskar told Jio Hotstar.

The batting great also credit-
ed chief selector Ajit Agarkar
and the selection panel for
looking beyond numbers and
recognising Brar's potential.
“I think the selection com-
mittee deserves all the com-
pliments. If you look at his
stats, or his India A perform-
ances, they're okay, but not to
the extent where you would
say he deserved an India cap.
However, the selection com-
mittee, led by Ajit Agarkar,
saw something in him, and
that's why they picked him.

He's also been backed by the
management, which is so
important,” he added.
Gavaskar also reflected on
captain Shubman Gill's mag-
nificent run of form and
explained how a player's per-
sonal performances can
influence decision-making as
a leader. Gill led from the
front with a superb 154 off 110
balls, sharing a match-defin-
ing 224-run partnership with
Ishan Kishan, who smashed
125 off 79 deliveries, as India
piled up 402 all out.

Following India's win over
Afghanistan in the second
ODI, former England spin-
ner Graeme Swann heaped
praises on Indian batter
Ishan Kishan, who slammed
his quickfire second 50-over
ton, saying that the way he
performed seemed he never
went away from the ODI set-
up and it was "remarkable".
Kishan, after a dream run in
T20Is, which culminated in
the ICC T20 World Cup 2026
win, emerging as India's sec-
ond-highest run-getter, with
a fifty in the final, continued
his incredible form for the
Men in Blue in the ODIs as
well. In his return to the ODI
set-up for the first time since
2023, Kishan scored a quick-
fire 34 in the first ODI before
smashing a blistering 79-ball
125 in the second, also com-
pleting his 1,000 ODI runs in

the process. Speaking on
JioStar's 'Cricket Live',
Swann spoke on Kishan,
pointing out that he is the
type of player who does a job
asked of him without any
complaints and highlighted
his brutal acceleration,
reaching from fifty to a cen-
tury in just 19 balls. "He is
the sort of player who will do
whatever job you ask of him
without any complaints. The
fact that he's come back into
the team and looks like he's
never been away is remark-
able. He came to the crease
and was circumspect for his
first fifty but then took just
19 deliveries to go from 50 to
100, which is ridiculous," he
said. Swann also hailed
Kishan's knock as "sensible"
cricket, adding that his shots
were not about "crazy hit-
ting or slogging". 

After  Vaibhav  Sooryavanshi,
another  Bihar  youngster  has  grabbed

the  limelight  with  terrific  batting.  
This  time,  it's  Akshara  Gupta.

The  young  batter  scored  an  unbeaten
306  runs  in  the  BCA  Women's  U-119

One-DDay  Trophy  Tournament  on
Thursday  at  the  Sandis  Compound

Ground  in  Bhagalpur.  
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ransfer Trimurthulu'
is a film produced by
Vadde Naveen under
the banner of Vadde

Creations and presented by
Vadde Jishnu. Kamal Teja
is going to make his directo-
rial debut with this movie.
Rashi Singh acted opposite
Vadde Naveen in this
movie. The film is going to
release on June 19. In this
order, heroine Rashi Singh
interacted with the media
on Thursday. What she said
is special..

HHow is your role going to be
in the film 'Transfer
Trimurthulu'?
My role is like the girl next
door. It feels so natural. I
acted without makeup.
Most of the time I look natu-
ral. There is no such thing
as a complete mother role.
This is a story that revolves
around family.

Did you know anything
about Vaadde Naveen
before?
When I came to know that
Vadde is a movie with
Naveen, I did a lot of
research about him. I came
to know about many films
in which he acted. I asked
him first why he gave such
a gap (laughs).

What will be the turning
point of your role in the film
'Transfer Trimurthulu'??
Lakshmi's role is that of a
good housewife who sup-
ports her husband in every-
thing. I am completely dif-
ferent in real life. It was a
pleasure to play the role of
Lakshmi. The character
Lakshmi is always pre-
pared for these transfers.

The husband is always
there even if he gets irritat-
ed in some cases. This will
be a different role in my
career.

Tell us about your work

experience with the direc-
tor?
Kamal has full clarity. He
keeps trying until he gets
what he wants. He used to
say that Lakshmi should be
like that. 

T

Victory Venkatesh,
Nandamuri Kalyan Ram,
Anil Ravipudi, Sahu
Garapati, Shine Screens’s
#VenkyAnil5 #NkrAR2,
Presented By Suresh
Productions, Zee Studios,
Smt Archana Launched
Grandly
A crazy combination is
gearing up for Sankranthi
2027 as Victory
Venkatesh, Nandamuri
Kalyan Ram, and Hit
Machine Anil Ravipudi
join forces for a full-
fledged festive entertain-
er, #VenkyAnil5 &
#NkrAR2. Produced by
Sahu Garapati under the
Shine Screens banner, the
project is presented by
Suresh Productions, Smt.
Archana and Zee Studios.
Keerthy Suresh and
Krithi Shetty play the
female leads. The film was
officially launched with a
grand muhurtham cere-
mony and pooja, attended

by the core team along
with several special
guests.
Dil Raju and Shirish for-
mally handed over the
script to director Anil
Ravipudi and producer
Sahu Garapati, to start the
proceedings. For the
grand muhurtham cere-
mony, Allu Aravind
sounded the clapboard for
the first shot featuring
Victory Venkatesh,
Kalyan Ram, Keerthy
Suresh, and Krithi Shetty,
while Suresh Babu
switched on the camera.
Legendary filmmaker K
Raghavendra Rao directed
the inaugural
shot.#VenkyAnil5 &
#NkrAR2 promises to be a
quintessential Anil
Ravipudi-style Sankranthi
entertainer packed with
nonstop fun and laughter.
The exciting combination
of Venkatesh and Kalyan
Ram adds further weight

to the project, making it
one of the most anticipat-
ed festive releases in the
making.
Despite being only recent-
ly launched, the film has
already generated strong
buzz, thanks to Anil
Ravipudi’s impressive
blockbuster track record,
the unique star combina-
tion, and the backing of
some of the industry's
most prominent produc-
tion houses. The film
boasts a top-notch techni-
cal team, with leading
music director GV
Prakash Kumar compos-
ing the soundtrack,
Sameer Reddy handling
the cinematography,
Tammiraju taking care of
the editing, and AS
Prakash overseeing the art
direction. S Krishna serves
as the executive producer.
Preparations are under-
way to commence the regu-
lar shoot soon.

*Directed by Satish
Aavala, "Venkatramayya
Gari Thaluka" marks the
debut of Dinesh Kumar as
the lead actor and Divija
Prabhakar (daughter of
ETV Prabhakar) as the
heroine. The film is slated
for release in July* 
Directed by Satish Awala,
Venkatramayya Gari
Thaluka introduces
Dinesh Kumar as the lead
hero and Divija
Prabhakar (daughter of
ETV Prabhakar) as the
heroine. Muraleedhar
Goud and Sudha play the
title roles in this family
drama produced by
Komali Mahender Thotte
and Somesh Saripalli
under the Komali

Creations banner. The
film has completed all
production formalities
and is gearing up for a
grand release in July.
Producer Komali's
Statement

Producer Komali said:
"I am a folk singer and
have earned my own
recognition in the field.
With a deep passion for
cinema and a dream of
producing a film, I faced
numerous challenges and
hardships to complete
Venkatramayya Gari
Thaluka. From the day
the project began until
now, I have gone through
immense struggles and
sleepless nights. 


