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TRUMP INSISTS 
IRAN DEAL WILL OPEN STRAIT 
OF HORMUZ 'TOLL-FREE' AS HE 
MEETS WORLD LEADERS

NATION PAGE

SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

14- 06-2026
Total pilgrims : 95,094
Tonsures : 35,909
Hundi kanukalu : 3.93 CR 
Laddu sale... 4.66 Lac
Annaprasadams... 3.23 Lac
Medical treatment....4,112
Waiting Compartments...
Out side line at Silathoranam.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 20- 24 H
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MAMATA 
MOVES CALCUTTA HC 
CHALLENGING ASSEMBLY 
ELECTION RESULTS IN 
BHABANIPUR

No trace of missing girl 
in Andhra, dolls used in 
search operation

AMARAVATI (TSIT) 

With the two-year-old girl 
missing from a palm oil planta-
tion in Andhra Pradesh’s 
Kakinada district remaining 
untraced for more than 10 
days, authorities engaged in 
search operations have plant-

ed two dolls attached to an iron 
trap to ascertain the presence 
of wild animals in the area. 
The police and forest depart-
ment personnel have placed 
two dolls resembling the miss-
ing child near the plantation 
where she went missing on 
June 6. They also inserted 
meat into the dolls to attract 
wild animals. Officials super-
vising the search operation are 
keeping vigil around these 
dolls through camera traps. 

Trump denies Iran 
$300 billion Iran 
fund reports, calls 
them ‘fake news’
WASHINGTON (TSIT) 
US President Donald Trump 
rejected reports that his 
administration is weighing 
a $300 billion fund for Iran 
as part of the agreement 
that has been virtually 
signed to end the conflict.

“Iran has agreed to never 
have a Nuclear Weapon! 
Also, the story that the U.S. 
is paying Iran 300 million 
Dollars is Fake News, put 
out by the Dumocrats!!!” 
Trump wrote in a Truth 
Social post. His remarks 
came just hours after Vice 
President JD Vance sug-
gested that Iran “could have 
access” to a $300 billion 
reconstruction fund if it 
complies with the terms of a 
deal, with funding expected 
to come from Gulf nations.

“That’s the sort of thing 
they could have access to, 
funded by the Gulf Coast 
coalition, so long as they 
honor their end of the obli-
gation,” Vance said in an 
interview with CBS.

Vance was likely refer-
ring to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, which includes 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Moreover, CNN quoted US 
official’s earlier briefing to 
reporters, saying, “We dis-
cussed the possibility of 
releasing frozen funds, 
sanctions relief, you know, 
a big $300 billion fund to 
rebuild their country, and 
all of these things are going 
to be tied to performance.”

CM Revanth orders comprehensive Kharif action plan for farmers
HYDERABAD TSIT BUREAU: 

Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy has directed officials 
to implement a comprehen-
sive action plan for seed pro-
curement, fertilizer distri-
bution and crop procure-
ment to ensure hassle-free 
agricultural operations dur-
ing the upcoming Kharif 
season.Chairing a high-level 
review meeting of the 
Agriculture Department at 
the MCRHRD Bodhi 
Pavilion on Monday, Chief 
Minister emphasized the 
need for a transparent and 
technology-driven system 
covering every stage of 
farming from seed distribu-
tion to procurement of har-
vested crops.

Meeting was attended by 
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu 

Bhatti Vikramarka, 
Ministers Tummala 
Nageswara Rao and D.
Sridhar Babu, Rajya Sabha 
MP Vem Narender Reddy, 
Chief Secretary K. 
Ramakrishna Rao, CMO 
Principal Secretary Seshadri 
and senior officials.To 
ensure effective implementa-
tion of agricultural opera-
tions, the Chief Minister 

ordered the immediate for-
mation of a high-level official 
committee headed by the 
Agriculture Secretary.The 
committee will include the 
Director of Agriculture, 
Managing Director of Civil 
Supplies and Planning 
Department Secretary and 
will monitor seed distribu-
tion, crop sowing, farmer 
registrations, crop data col-

lection, yield estimation and 
procurement activities 
across the State.

Stressing the importance 
of preparedness, Revanth 
Reddy instructed officials to 
formulate advance plans to 
address challenges such as 
unseasonal rains, transpor-
tation, storage, weighing 
and marketing issues dur-
ing procurement. 

MAHABUBABAD (TSIT) 
A land dispute in 
Edulapusapalli village of 
Mahabubabad district has 
raised questions over 
administrative neutrality 
after allegations surfaced 
that a revenue official facing 
complaints became directly 
involved in proceedings 
related to the disputed prop-
erty.The controversy cen-
tres on Survey Nos. 447 and 
448, where ownership and 
revenue records are report-
edly under dispute and sub-
ject to ongoing litigation. 
Ahmed Khan, State 
Organising Secretary of the 
Telangana Muslim 
Associations JAC, has 
approached the District 
Collector for the second 
time, seeking intervention 
from the Telangana Chief 
Secretary and the Chief 
Commissioner of Land 
Administration (CCLA).

According to representa-
tions submitted by Khan, 
complaints were earlier 
lodged regarding alleged 
irregularities in the han-
dling of land records and 
administrative decisions 
connected to the disputed 
survey numbers. He alleged 
that before an independent 
verification process was 

completed, the concerned 
Tahsildar visited the disput-
ed land on June 12, despite 
complaints against the offi-
cer remaining pending 
before higher authorities.

Khan questioned wheth-
er official proceedings 
related to the land were 
conducted in accordance 
with prescribed procedures 
and sought clarification on 
the circumstances under 
which certain administra-
tive orders were issued. He 
also alleged that no compre-
hensive survey was con-
ducted at the site and 
claimed that his applica-
tion for digital authentica-
tion of land passbook 
records has remained pend-
ing for more than a year.

Mahabubabad land dispute sparks 
concerns over administrative neutrality

 THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES,
VISAKHAPATNAM : 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu unveiled the book 
"CBN@361 Degrees – 
Polymath" at a special 
event organised by the 
Kakatiya Cultural 
Association in Singapore. 
The Chief Minister 
released the book and pre-
sented the first copies to 
Shilpak Ambule, High 
Commissioner of India to 
Singapore, Minister P. 
Narayana, and representa-
tives of the Kakatiya 
Cultural Association. The 
book has been authored by 
Shakhamuri Srinivasa 
Prasad, Chief Editor of 
Repatikosam daily, and 

translated into English by 
retired IAS officer K.V. 
Satyanarayana. The publi-
cation analyses the deci-
sions taken by 
Chandrababu Naidu at 
various stages of his politi-
cal career, portraying him 
as a visionary leader and 
examining his approach to 
governance and develop-
ment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the author stated that 
Chandrababu Naidu's style 
of leadership and decision-
making reflects the quali-
ties seen in internationally 
acclaimed leaders such as 
Lee Kuan Yew, the found-
ing Prime Minister of 
Singapore, and former 
New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern. 

He observed that Naidu's 
emphasis on long-term 
planning for Andhra 
Pradesh and his commit-
ment towards the develop-
ment of Amaravati as the 
state capital stand as exam-
ples of his visionary out-
look. 

Former AP RERA 
Chairman Ramanath noted 
that the book brings to light 
several lesser-known aspects 
of Chandrababu Naidu's 
leadership through opinions 
and observations expressed 
on different occasions. 
Representatives of the 
Kakatiya Cultural 
Association also presented 
the Chief Minister with a 
commemorative silver coin 
issued to mark the birth cen-
tenary of Lee Kuan Yew.

CM Chandrababu Naidu Unveils 
"CBN@361 Degrees" Book in Singapore

No Israel without me: Trump slams military strikes in Beirut
Evian-le-Baines (France): 
United States President 
Donald Trump, on 
Tuesday, June 16, while 
highlighting Washington’s 
support for Tel Aviv, 
claimed that “there would 
have been no Israel with-
out me,” and that the state 
would have been “blown 
up a long time ago” had he 
not gotten involved. 
“Without the United 
States, there would be no 
Israel, without me, there 
would be no Israel, cause 
no other President was 
willing to do what I did,” 
he said.

Trump made the 
remarks while speaking to 
reporters during a bilater-
al meeting with Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 

Hamad Al Thani on the 
sidelines of the G7 summit 
in France.

President Donald Trump 
meets with Qatar’s Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani during a bilateral 
meeting on the sidelines of 
the G7 summit (Source: 
AP)

He reiterated that Israel 

would not “exist right now 
as it would have been 
blown off the face of the 
earth hundred per cent,” 
adding that “every smart 
person in Israel knows 
that.” According to the US 
President, the war between 
Israel and Hezbollah in 
Lebanon has continued for 
far “too long and too many 
people are being killed.”

Trump indicated that he 
was upset, while referring 
to the recent Israeli mili-
tary strike in Lebanon’s 
capital, Beirut, as it had 
come moments before the 
Iran-US peace deal was 
announced. “I saw that 
attack, I saw where it went. 
That was vicious.. too 
much. You know you can 
do too much also,” he said. 

Kharge demands resignation of Education 
Minister first, as govt blocks Telegram channel

NEW DELHI (TSIT) : 

Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge 
launched a sharp attack on 
the Modi government on 
Tuesday, demanding the 
immediate resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
over the ongoing row sur-
rounding the NEET exami-
nation and repeated 
instances of paper leaks 
across competitive exams.

In a strongly worded 
statement, Kharge criti-
cised the government for 
temporarily blocking the 
messaging app Telegram 
in connection with the 
NEET re-examination pro-
cess. He alleged that 
instead of addressing the 
root causes of the crisis, 
the government was 
resorting to desperate 
measures such as deploy-

ing the Indian Air Force 
for question paper trans-
port, blocking digital plat-
forms, and shielding the 
main culprits behind 
paper leaks while arrest-
ing only minor players.

“Modi ji should first 
demand the resignation of 
his Education Minister, 
Dharmendra Pradhan, 
who has effectively blocked 
the futures of crores of 
young people,” Kharge 
said through his X handle 
in a post. He pointed out 
that over the last decade, as 
many as 90 paper leaks 
have occurred, severely 
impacting around 9 crore 
youth aspiring for govern-
ment jobs and higher edu-
cation.

The Congress chief 
highlighted the human 
cost of these scandals, 
noting that around half a 
dozen young aspirants 
have taken their own 
lives due to the setbacks. 
He expressed anguish 
over parents who bor-
rowed heavily to fund 
years of coaching for 
exams like NEET, SSC, 
UGC-NET, and CUET, 
only to see their chil-
dren’s dreams shattered 
by repeated leaks.

PM Modi arrives in France's 
Evian to attend G7 Summit

EVIAN (TSIT)

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrived in France's 
Evian on Tuesday to attend 
the Group of Seven (G7) 
Summit. PM Modi stated that 
he looks forward to meeting 
world leaders and exchang-
ing views on key global 
issues."Reached Evian, 
France for the G7 Summit. 
Looking forward to engaging 
with world leaders and 
exchanging views on key 
global issues. India remains 
committed to advancing col-
lective efforts for a more sus-
tainable and prosperous plan-
et", he wrote on X.

Earlier, PM Modi landed in 
Geneva, where Switzerland's 
President Guy Parmelin wel-
comed him at the airport. 
According to the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal, PM Modi and 
Parmelin exchanged warm 
greetings and reaffirmed 
their commitment to further 
strengthen bilateral ties. "PM 
Narendra Modi landed in 
Geneva enroute to Evian to 
participate in the G7 Summit. 

He was received by President 
Guy Parmelin of Switzerland. 
Both leaders exchanged 
warm greetings and reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
further strengthen India-
Switzerland partnership," 
Jaiswal posted on X.

During the summit, PM 
Modi will exchange views 
with the G7 leaders, and those 
from invited partner coun-
tries and international organ-
isations, participating in the 
summit sessions on Forging 
New Partnerships and 
Rebuilding International 
Solidarity; Reviving Balanced, 
Shared and Sustainable 

Economic Growth for all; and 
Ensuring a Safe, Rapid and 
Efficient Rollout of AI.He will 
also hold bilateral meetings 
with several world leaders on 
the sidelines of the summit. 
PM Modi travelled to Evian at 
the invitation of French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 
India’s participation in the G7 
Summit reflects its growing 
influence in global affairs and 
its increasing role in shaping 
discussions on major interna-
tional issues. This year marks 
India’s 13th participation in 
the G7 and PM Modi’s seventh 
consecutive attendance at the 
summit.
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ASIAN GAMES: 
SUMIT NAGAL, SAHAJA 
YAMALAPALLI TO LEAD INDIAN 
TENNIS CONTINGENT

DMK skips MLAs induction;
 Speaker hails ‘Vijay model’

CHENNAI (TSIT): 

A two-day orientation 
programme for Members 
of the Legislative 
Assembly began at 
Kalaivanar Arangam 
here on Tuesday, with 
Speaker JCD Prabhakar 
hailing the present dis-
pensation as a 'Vijay 
Model Government' even 
as the event witnessed a 
complete boycott by the 
DMK and limited partici-
pation from the AIADMK.

Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay inaugurated the 
programme. The work-
shop has been organised 
to familiarise legislators, 
particularly the 146 first-
time MLAs elected in the 
2026 Assembly polls, with 
Assembly procedures, 
parliamentary conven-
tions and rules governing 
debates inside the House.

Senior officials from 
the Finance, Law and 
Legislative Assembly 
departments addressed 

participants on legisla-
tive practices, conduct 
within the Assembly and 
procedural norms. 
Though Speaker 
Prabhakar had invited all 
legislators to attend, the 
principal opposition par-
ties largely stayed away.

While TVK ministers 
and MLAs attended in full 
strength, alliance repre-
sentatives from the VCK, 
IUML and Congress were 
also present. PMK MLA 
Sowmiya Anbumani and 

BJP legislator M 
Bhojarajan, both from the 
AIADMK-led alliance, 
participated in the pro-
gramme. No DMK MLA 
attended the session. 
However, legislators from 
the MDMK and KMDK, 
both aligned with the 
DMK front, took part. 
AIADMK's participation 
was limited to 
Sankarapuram MLA R 
Rakesh, who emerged as 
the party's lone represen-
tative. Even members of 
the AIADMK faction that 
had backed the TVK gov-
ernment during the trust 
vote skipped the pro-
gramme. Communist and 
DMDK legislators too 
remained absent.

Tractor driven by 
father runs over toddler 
in Tiruvallur brick kiln

Addressing the gather-
ing, Speaker Prabhakar 
said the sessions were 
intended to guide legisla-
tors on "what can be spo-
ken in the Assembly, 
what should be avoided 
and how debates must be 
conducted."
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Public Safety and Traffic Management Top Priorities 
During Monsoon DGP C.V. Anand

Hyderabad, June 16: 
Director General of Police 
C.V.Anand on Tuesday 
directed all departments to 
work in close coordination 
to prevent flooding and 
waterlogging in vulnerable 
areas of Hyderabad during 
the ongoing monsoon sea-
son, emphasizing that pub-
lic safety and traffic man-
agement must remain the 
government's highest prior-
ities.

In line with the direc-
tions of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, a high-level 
coordination meeting and 
field inspection were con-
ducted at Malkam Cheruvu 
to review flood manage-
ment measures and recur-
ring waterlogging issues in 
Hyderabad's western corri-
dor.Meeting was chaired by 
Government Advisor 
Sudarshan Reddy and 
attended by Serilingampally 
MLA Arekapudi Gandhi, 
GHMC Commissioner R.V. 
Karnan, Cyberabad 
Municipal Commissioner 
Srijana, HYDRAA 
Commissioner A.V. 

Ranganath, Cyberabad 
Police Commissioner 
Avinash Mohanty, senior 
police officers and officials 
from GHMC, Irrigation, 
HYDRAA and other depart-
ments. Addressing the 
meeting, DGP C.V. Anand 
said the Police Department 
is maintaining a high level 
of preparedness to ensure 

public safety and minimize 
inconvenience to citizens 
during heavy rains. He 
instructed officials to take 
proactive measures in flood-
prone and waterlogging-
prone locations to prevent 
traffic disruptions and 
ensure smooth vehicular 
movement.

 DGP directed officials to 

identify alternative traffic 
routes in advance and issue 
timely advisories to com-
muters whenever required. 
He also instructed police 
personnel to maintain con-
stant surveillance in low-
lying areas, major junctions 
and vulnerable localities to 
facilitate rapid response 
during emergencies.

Stressing the importance 
of emergency preparedness, 
Anand said all emergency 
response systems must 
remain fully operational 
and police teams should be 
equipped to respond swiftly 
to any situation arising 
from heavy rainfall, flood-
ing or water stagnation.

During the review, offi-
cials informed the meeting 
that special engineering 
teams have been deployed 
to conduct detailed inspec-
tions around Malkam 
Cheruvu, Khajaguda Lake, 
Mandikunta, Gurunath 
Cheruvu and other flood-
prone locations in Miyapur, 
Kondapur, Madhapur and 
Biodiversity Junction 
areas. 

Special Drive Against Modified Silencers in 
Visakhapatnam: CP Shankhabrata Bagchi

Visakhapatnam  (TSIT): 
Visakhapatnam City 
Police have intensified 
their crackdown on the use 
of modified silencers that 
cause excessive noise pol-
lution, City Police 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Shankhabrata Bagchi said 
on Tuesday. Addressing a 
media conference at the 
Police Commissioner's 
Office, Bagchi stated that 
many youngsters were 
removing the original com-
pany-fitted silencers from 
their expensive motorcy-
cles and replacing them 
with modified ones that 
emit excessive noise and 
smoke, creating inconve-
nience to the public.

He said the police 
launched a special enforce-
ment drive from January 1 
this year following com-
plaints received from citi-

zens, particularly women, 
senior citizens, and people 
suffering from heart-relat-
ed ailments, who expressed 
concern over the growing 
noise pollution in the city. 
As part of the drive, the 
police have seized and 
destroyed 142 modified 
silencers. They have also 
removed 89 illegally fitted 
high-beam lights, which 
pose a threat to motorists 
travelling in the opposite 
direction during night 
hours. In addition, 270 
mobile phone holders 
installed on two-wheelers 
were removed, as they can 
distract riders and increase 
the risk of road accidents.

The Commissioner fur-
ther stated that the police 
had seized 73 motorcycles 
involved in illegal bike rac-
ing at various locations 
across the city, including 

the Beach Road stretch, 
and registered cases 
against the riders. 
Recommendations have 
also been sent to the 
Deputy Transport 
Commissioner seeking 
suspension of the driving 
licences of those involved. 
Bagchi warned that under 
the Motor Vehicles Act, 
1988, the use of modified 
silencers and unauthor-
ised high-beam lights could 
attract stringent action, 
including fines, imprison-
ment, and cancellation of 
driving licences. He added 
that violations related to 
mobile phone holders and 
bike racing would also 
invite legal action.

Later, the seized modi-
fied silencers were 
destroyed in the presence 
of police officials. 
Meanwhile, the City Police 
Commissioner distributed 
450 summer kits to traffic 
police personnel, procured 
with financial assistance 
of Rs.6.75 lakh sanctioned 
by the Director General of 
Police, in recognition of 
their services under harsh 
weather conditions. 
Emphasising the impor-
tance of public safety and 
road discipline, Bagchi 
said the city police would 
continue to take strict 
action against activities 
that endanger lives and 
disturb public peace.

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
VMRDA Chairman M.V. 
Pranav Gopal stated that 
proposals are being prepared 
to transform Kailasagiri, one 
of Visakhapatnam's most 
prominent tourist destina-
tions, into a major tourism 
hub in line with the direc-
tions of Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu. On 
Tuesday evening, Pranav 
Gopal, accompanied by 
Additional Commissioner 
Datla Keerthi, OSD Krishna 
Naik, and Secretary Murali 
Krishna, visited Kailasagiri 
to review the ongoing devel-
opment works. During the 
inspection, he examined sev-
eral incomplete structures 
and directed officials to pre-

pare proposals for the con-
struction of a shopping com-
plex at the site. He also 
instructed the authorities to 
introduce battery-operated 
vehicles to facilitate easy 
access for visitors up to the 
Trishul viewpoint. In addi-
tion, he suggested preparing 
proposals to install replicas 
of world-famous attractions 
to further enhance the 
appeal of Kailasagiri among 
tourists. Later, the VMRDA 
Chairman held a meeting 
with traders and business 
operators at Kailasagiri. He 
observed that the number of 
visitors had increased sig-
nificantly following the 
introduction of attractions 
such as the Glass Bridge and 

the Trishul installation. He 
added that several more 
innovative projects aimed at 
attracting tourists would be 
introduced in the near 
future.

Pranav Gopal urged trad-
ers to contribute towards 
maintaining Kailasagiri's 
reputation as a premier tour-
ist destination. He also inter-
acted with them to under-
stand the issues they face 
and assured them that 
appropriate steps would be 
taken to address their con-
cerns. Executive Engineer 
J.C.P. Singh, Deputy 
Executive Engineer Sankara 
Rao, Murthy, and other offi-
cials were also present dur-
ing the visit.

Kailasagiri to be Developed as a Major Tourism 
Hub: VMRDA Chairman Pranav Gopal

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : Andhra 

Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has 
invited Singapore-based 
industrialists to invest in the 
state, describing Andhra 
Pradesh as the ideal destina-
tion for business and urging 
them to consider Amaravati 
as their second home. 
Speaking at the CII 
Partnership Summit 
Roadshow in Singapore, the 
Chief Minister said Andhra 
Pradesh has established a 
reputation for the "Speed of 
Doing Business", supported 
by investor-friendly policies, 

availability of land and water 
resources, and world-class 
infrastructure.

Naidu highlighted the 
state's ongoing industrial ini-
tiatives, including the pro-
posed Google Cloud AI Data 
Hub, large-scale data centre 
projects, and LG Electronics' 
Rs.7,000-crore manufacturing 
unit at Sri City. He said the 
government is ensuring fast-
er approvals and creating a 
skilled workforce through the 
establishment of a Skill 
University. Stating that 
Andhra Pradesh is poised to 
become India's economic 
powerhouse, he said the state 

is expanding ports, airports, 
industrial corridors, and 
MSME parks to boost exports 
and employment. He added 
that Amaravati is being 
developed as a global knowl-
edge hub, with projects such 
as a 133-qubit quantum com-
puter and the Ratan Tata 
Innovation Hub. Emphasising 
that the future belongs to 
startups, Chandrababu Naidu 
called upon global investors to 
partner with Andhra 
Pradesh and become part 
of India's growth story. 
Senior officials, including 
Minister P. Narayana, 
attended the event.

AP Offers the Best Investment Climate, 
Says CM Chandrababu Naidu

Kazipet Development Works to Be 
Fast-Tracked; 90% Completion Target Before 

Monsoon MLA Naini Rajender Reddy

Mamata Banerjee moves Calcutta 
HC challenging Assembly election 

results in Bhabanipur

Kolkata, June 16 : Former 
Chief Minister and 
Trinamool Congress supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee on 
Tuesday moved the Calcutta 
High Court, challenging the 
Assembly election results of 
the Bhabanipur constituen-
cy. She reached the High 
Court unexpectedly on 
Tuesday afternoon and filed 
an election petition, chal-
lenging the victory of Chief 

Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
in the Bhabanipur seat.

This is the second time 
Mamata has gone to the 
High Court after the 
Trinamool's electoral deba-
cle. Mamata Banerjee had 
earlier visited the High 
Court on May 14. She had 
gone there to personally 
argue in a case of post-poll 
violence. That time, the for-
mer Chief Minister had to 

face protests from a section 
of lawyers who had raised 
slogans of 'thief' against her.

Almost a month after that 
incident, Mamata Banerjee 
again appeared in the High 
Court on Tuesday. She was 
accompanied by Trinamool 
MLA Kunal Ghosh and 
party leader Dola Sen. 
However, she was present at 
the High Court for a brief 
time and left after filing the 
petition.

Many people present at 
the High Court grew curious 
when the Trinamool leader 
suddenly arrived. Later, one 
of Mamata's lawyers said 
that the Trinamool leader 
has filed an election petition 
regarding the Bhabanipur 
election results. It is learned 
that she had filed an affidavit 
regarding that issue.In this 
year's Assembly elections, 
Mamata Banerjee was 
defeated by Suvendu 
Adhikari in Bhabanipur. 
Suvendu became the new 
Chief Minister of the state by 
defeating the then Chief 
Minister, Mamata Banerjee, 
by more than 15,000 votes.

Collector Rizwan Basha 
orders strict action 
against illegal sand 
transportation in Rajoli

Jogulamba Gadwal: District 
Collector Rizwan Basha Shaik 
on Tuesday directed officials to 
take stringent measures to curb 
illegal sand transportation and 
ensure that sand is supplied to 
consumers strictly in accor-
dance with government regula-
tions. The directions were 
issued during an extensive 
inspection tour of Rajoli 
Mandal.As part of the visit, the 
Collector conducted a surprise 
inspection of the Thummilla 
Sand Reach and reviewed its 
operations. He stressed the need 
for continuous monitoring 
through CCTV surveillance and 
close coordination among the 
Mining, Police and Revenue 
Departments to prevent illegal 
sand mining and transporta-
tion. He also examined records 
maintained at the site and 
issued necessary instructions to 
officials.

142 Modified Silencers Seized; Cases Registered Against 73 Bike Racers

No Water or Power Shortage for Visakhapatnam 
Due to Data Centres: MP M. Sribharat

 The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : 

Visakhapatnam Member of 
Parliament M. Sribharat has 
dismissed concerns that the 
proposed data centres in the 
Greater Visakhapatnam region 
would lead to shortages of 
water and electricity in the 
city, describing such apprehen-
sions as baseless.

Addressing a media confer-
ence held at the GVMC head-
quarters on Tuesday morning, 
the MP said the city's current 
daily water requirement for 
industries, townships and 
domestic consumption stands 
at 470–480 MLD, while the exist-
ing supply is around 410 MLD. 
He noted that once the 
Polavaram Project is completed 
and additional infrastructure 
is put in place, Greater 
Visakhapatnam will have a 
total water capacity of 2,110 
MLD within the next two to 
three years.Sribharat stated 
that even after meeting the 
requirements of the proposed 
data centres and the 
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, 
hundreds of MLD of water 
would still remain available. 
He added that the government 
is also focusing on desalination 
projects to address future 
demands. A proposal has 
already been prepared for set-
ting up a 100 MLD desalination 
plant at Pudimadaka in the 
first phase, with the treated 

water intended primarily for 
industrial use.

The MP also rejected con-
cerns regarding electricity 
shortages. He said the city's 
present power consumption 
ranges between 1.5 and 2 giga-
watts, while the state's ongoing 
power projects are expected to 
generate an additional 50 giga-
watts of capacity by 2029–30. 
The electricity needs of the 
data centres, he said, would 
largely be met through renew-
able energy sources.Clarifying 
issues related to environmental 

clearances, Sribharat said that 
Taruluwada and Rambilli 
received environmental 
approvals on April 18, 2026, 
while the Mudasarlova–
Adavivaram projects secured 
approvals on June 10, 2026. He 
further explained that acoustic 
management systems conform-
ing to international standards 
would be installed to prevent 
noise pollution from data cen-
tre operations.Emphasising the 
strategic importance of data 
centres, the MP said they are 
crucial for national security 

and data localisation, enabling 
Indian data to be stored within 
the country instead of relying 
on overseas servers. This would 
ensure faster services, reduced 
costs and enhanced data secu-
rity, while also contributing to 
the goals of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, from semiconductor 
manufacturing to data storage 
infrastructure.

Sribharat revealed that the 
proposed projects, being devel-
oped in partnership with 
Google, could attract nearly 
USD 15 billion in foreign direct 
investment to Andhra Pradesh. 
He said the construction phase 
alone is expected to generate 
employment for 40,000 to 50,000 
people, while 1,000 to 2,000 
direct jobs would be created 
once the facilities become oper-
ational.He further observed 
that the development of data 
centres would encourage bank-
ing institutions, fintech compa-
nies, artificial intelligence (AI) 
startups and allied IT firms to 
establish operations in 
Visakhapatnam, thereby fos-
tering a robust digital ecosys-
tem in the city. Appealing to 
the public not to believe misin-
formation surrounding the 
projects, the MP asserted that 
the government's decisions are 
being guided by scientific stud-
ies and future demand assess-
ments. GVMC Commissioner 
Ketan Garg was also present at 
the media briefing.

Hanamkonda TSIT: 
Warangal West MLA Naini 
Rajender Reddy on Tuesday 
laid the foundation stone for 
development works worth 1 
crore in Venkatadri Nagar 
and Prashanth Nagar of 
Kazipet's 61st Division and 
said the government is com-
mitted to completing 90 per-
cent of ongoing development 
works before the monsoon 
season.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the MLA said the Congress 
government believes in deliv-
ering projects on the ground 
rather than limiting itself to 
foundation stone ceremonies 
and inaugurations. He stated 

that clear timelines have been 
fixed for all development 
works and that continuous 
field-level monitoring is being 
undertaken to ensure their 
timely completion.

Naini Rajender Reddy said 
special priority is being given 
to the development of Kazipet 
and noted that several long-
pending infrastructure proj-
ects are being expedited 
under the present govern-
ment. He said the Kazipet 
Railway Over Bridge works 
have gained momentum and 
announced that the founda-
tion stone for a 30-bed govern-
ment hospital would be laid 
shortly.

DGP REVIEWS FLOOD PREPAREDNESS AT MALKAM CHERUVU CALLS FOR COORDINATED ACTION TO PREVENT WATERLOGGING
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Tamil Nadu

Papanasam DMK 
seek apology from 

State Minister 
Shahjahan

TIRUCHY: DMK cadres from 
Papanasam in Thanjavur dis-
played posters across the seg-
ment against the IUML minis-
ter AM Shahjahan on Tuesday, 
condemning his statement 
against the DMK and have 
been planning a protest against 
the minister, who won with the 
works of the party cadres. 
Don’t follow DMK’s fearmon-
gering route: BJP fires back 
The posters against the IUML 
Minister Shahjahan had 
popped up across the 
Papanasam Assembly seg-
ment, demanding the minister 
apologise for his comments 
against DMK. The posters also 
stated that the minister could 
win in the election only by the 
hard work of the DMK cadres, 
but he has jumped ship and 
started to speak against the 
‘ladder’ that helped him climb 
high in electoral politics. 
Information about the posters 
was taken to the knowledge of 
the minister, and soon, the 
IUML and TVK cadres com-
menced to remove the posters 
after informing the police. 
Later, the police had reportedly 
secured a few DMK cadres and 
seized a few posters from them.
Meanwhile, the DMK func-
tionaries have approached 
the party leadership to stage a 
series of protests against the 
minister, seeking a public 
apology from him.

Chief Minister inaugurated the training programme for Members of the 17th Legislative 
Assembly by lighting the lamp at Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai, in the presence of the 
Honble Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Increase in farm loan waiver 
ceiling not sufficient: 
Anbumani Ramadoss

CHENNAI: Pattali 
Makkal Katchi President 
Anbumani Ramadoss 
has urged the Tamil 
Nadu government to 
fully waive crop loans 
obtained by small and 
marginal farmers 
through cooperative 
societies, arguing that 
the recent decision to 
increase the loan waiver 
ceiling from Rs 50,000 to 

Rs 75,000 is insufficient 
to address the mounting 
debt burden faced by 
farmers. In a statement, 
Anbumani acknowl-
edged the government’s 
decision, announced by 
Chief Minister Joseph 
Vijay, to enhance the 
crop loan waiver limit. 
However, he said the 
measure would not pro-
vide meaningful relief to 
a large section of indebt-
ed farmers whose out-
standing loans have 
exceeded the revised 
threshold.According to 
the government notifica-
tion, all farmers, includ-
ing small, marginal and 
large farmers, who have 
borrowed up to Rs 75,000 
through cooperative 
institutions will receive 
a full waiver. Farmers 
with loans exceeding Rs 
75,000 will receive relief 
of up to Rs 35,000 on their 
outstanding dues. 

Don’t follow DMK’s fearmongering
 route: BJP fires back

CHENNAI: The 
BJP’s state unit on 
Tuesday sharply criti-
cised We The Leaders 
founder K Annamalai 
for questioning the 
Centre’s stringent 
security arrangements 
for the National 
E l i g i b i l i t y - c u m -
Entrance Test (NEET), 
saying enhanced safe-
guards were essential 

to preserve the integ-
rity of the examina-
tion.

BJP Youth Wing 
president SG Suryah 
said conducting NEET 
for over 24 lakh stu-
dents across 4,750 cen-
tres required uncom-
promising security 
measures. He accused 
the DMK of politicis-
ing NEET for years. In 
a veiled address at 
Annamalai, he urged 

leaders not to revive 
fear and panic among 
students ahead of the 
examination.

BJP Mahila Morcha 
national president 
Vanathi Srinivasan 
said critics of the new 
protocols were adopt-
ing a contradictory 
stand. “When paper 
leaks occurred, they 
demanded account-
ability and stronger 
safeguards. Now, when 

stringent measures are 
introduced to ensure a 
fair and leak-proof 
examination, the same 
voices call it exces-
sive,” she said.

She added that brief 
security checks were a 
small price to protect 
the future of lakhs of 
students and argued 
that the real threat to 
candidates came from 
paper leaks and organ-
ised cheating net-

works. BJP state sec-
retary Vinoj P Selvam 
defended biometric 
verification, CCTV 
surveillance and frisk-
ing as standard prac-
tices followed globally 
in large-scale compet-
itive examinations. 
Citing China’s 
Gaokao, he said 
strict protocols were 
necessary to protect 
merit and ensure 
credibility.

BJP YOUTH WING 
PRESIDENT SG 
SURYAH SAID 
CONDUCTING 
NEET FOR OVER 
24 LAKH STU-
DENTS ACROSS 
4,750 CENTRES 
REQUIRED 
UNCOMPROMIS-
ING SECURITY 
MEASURES.

Renewal, recognition for private schools only 
based on merit: Minister Rajmohan

.  CHENNAI: 
Minister A Rajmohan 
has assured that the 
renewal and recogni-
tion of private schools 
in the State will be 
given only on the basis 
of merit, without influ-
ence of any kind.

The State Minister 
for School Education, 
Tamil Development, 
Information, and 
Publicity issued recog-
nition letters to 848 
private schools in TN 
during an event on 
Monday.

Addressing the audi-
ence, he stated that 
the online application 
for renewal/NOC and 
recognition would 

start from July 1. NOC 
was issued to the man-
agement for operating 
private schools and 
renewal certificates 
were given to upgrade 
the schools.

Addressing the media, 
the minister said that 
the event of issuing 
renewal/NOC was being 
held after almost six 
years. “We’ve converted 
the issuance of renewal/
NOC through online 
mode only, to keep the 
process transparent. 
The certificate will be 
issued based on merit 
instead of influence like 
political and cash,” he 
added. “From now on, no 
more political influence, 
even for those from TVK 
or other parties, will be 
entertained to procure 
renewal/NOC done 
every 12 years. The man-
agement of the schools 

can apply for the same 
online and the certifi-
cates will be given sole-
ly on the basis of 
merit.”

He also reiterated 
that the TVK govern-
ment continued to 
oppose the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 
as it was against the 
morals of TN people.

Power, transport losses weigh on 
Tamil Nadu’s finances: White paper

CHENNAI: The State government issued a white paper 
that has flagged public sector undertakings, particularly, 
power utilities and State-run transport corporations, as 
the biggest fiscal stress points, together accounting for 
debt and losses running into several lakh crore rupees. 
The white paper, released by Finance Minister N Marie 
Wilson, said the power sector alone has accumulated debt 
of Rs 2.47 lakh crore and losses of Rs 1.82 lakh crore.
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Edit

Nvidia is worth more than every company listed on the
Indian stock market combined. But on a single day in
January 2025, it lost roughly $600 billion, marking the
biggest single-day wipeout in US stock market history. The
driving factor behind this loss was that a Chinese lab had
done for $6 million what top US labs had spent hundreds of
millions attempting.
Throughout history, scarcity has been the catalyst for inno-
vation, and that is what DeepSeek-R1 [arXiv] demonstrates:
building smarter, not bigger. The US had blocked the sale
of NVIDIA’s most powerful AI chips, such as the H100 and
B200, to Chinese companies. This restriction is the exact
reason why DeepSeek had limited compute power and had
to train their massive models on the less capable H800
graphics processing units (GPUs).
Rather than accept those constraints, the DeepSeek lab
refined both architecture and infrastructure in tandem to
train massive models far more efficiently, while keeping in
mind their hardware realities. They proved they could
bypass these hardware restrictions and train world-class
models on older chips at a fraction of the cost.
The immediate impact was panic. Stocks for Nvidia,
ASML, Google and Microsoft all plummeted the week
DeepSeek launched as investors feared a massive shift. If
DeepSeek could achieve frontier performance with such
lean resources, the multi-billion-dollar demand for massive
GPU clusters might simply evaporate.
Geopolitically, it shattered the illusion that the US was at
the forefront of AI research. This forced the existing giants
to pivot away from simply throwing more compute at mod-
els and hoping for better results. Instead, they began adopt-
ing an efficiency-first framework. China has since shut
Nvidia out of its market, citing security concerns. They
want AI sovereignty, with a homegrown ecosystem using
Huawei chips. Sixteen months on, Nvidia, as well as other
companies focusing heavily on AI are doing better than
ever. An ever-increasing demand for compute obliterated
the investors’ apprehensions. This phenomenon predates
modern technology, stretching back to the steam engine.
The English economist William Stanley Jevons in his 1865
book The Coal Question, wrote: “It is a confusion of ideas to
suppose that the economical use of fuel is equivalent to
diminished consumption. The very contrary is the truth.”
He argued that more efficient technology would accelerate
the depletion of England’s coal reserves, not slow it.
AI compute is the latest example of this. The demand for it
has skyrocketed, when intuitively, efficiency should have
made massive compute obsolete.
DeepSeek-R1 was also the first open-source reasoning
model. For closed-source, proprietary models, the benefits
primarily flow to the model creator and the cloud provider
running those workloads. OpenAI and Anthropic are the
clearest examples of this. Open-source models, however,
benefit startups, individual developers, enterprises and
entire ecosystems of service providers.
The US strategy to maintain the lead in the AI race relied
on the assumption that gatekeeping compute would render
China unable to catch up. As Liang Wenfeng, DeepSeek’s
founder, told 36kr: “We didn’t intentionally become a [dis-
ruptive force], we accidentally became one.”
DeepSeek overthrew this assumption. What followed was a
commoditisation shock. These models were now cheaper
and more accessible than ever, drawing far more users. 

When Elon Musk stood in a
SpaceX hangar in Texas on June
12th and set the Nasdaq's trading
day in motion, he ended it as the
world's first trillionaire. The flota-
tion pulled in $75 billion, more
than any listing before it, ahead of
Saudi Aramco in 2019 and NTT
back in 1987. The stock rose 19%
before the close, which put a price
of roughly $2.1 trillion on the busi-
ness. Take that in and pause.
SpaceX booked $18.7 billion of rev-
enue last year and lost $4.9 billion
in the process. Set those two fig-
ures side by side and sit with the
gap, because that gap is the argu-
ment of this entire market. The
Gap is itself the Reality For three
years, the investing world treated
artificial intelligence as a riddle to
be solved from the outside. How
big was the bubble, which trades
would it ruin, where were the win-
ners hiding. Commentators of all
kinds opined from end of humani-
ty doom narratives to "it's a bub-
ble" valuation analysis. The show
went on. The larger shift was the
one happening to the floor they
were standing on. AI has stopped
being one corporate theme among
many and turned into something
closer to a macroeconomic engine.
Pimco has estimated that AI-relat-
ed spending could add as much as
$14 trillion to global investment
over five years, a sum it puts at
roughly an eighth of world output.
The big American cloud compa-
nies are on course to pour some-
thing like $800 billion into AI data
centres this year. Kevin Warsh,
newly installed at the Federal
Reserve, has spoken of AI as a
force that could dampen inflation
and clear room to cut rates. Once a
single theme begins to move out-
put, prices and the cost of money, a
portfolio can no longer treat it as
optional. It turns into the climate
everyone invests inside. Elon
Musk's rockets are not alone in
defying gravity. So are AI valua-
tions. Whatever makes AI impossi-
ble to avoid is also what has quiet-
ly disabled its pricing and this is
missed by most folks. As the giants
come to market, several index
compilers have loosened their own
rules so the shares qualify for
inclusion sooner. The big low-cost
tracker funds that shadow those
benchmarks then have to buy, on
schedule, regardless of the number

on the screen. Credit markets are
warping in parallel, with Amazon,
Alphabet and Meta said to have
roughly doubled their borrowings
to around $300 billion in a matter
of months, smudging the line that
used to separate equity risk from
debt risk. The OECD has reached
for a coined term, the "equitifica-
tion" of corporate debt. Bond desks
that traditionally limit how much
of any one issuer they will hold are
now struggling to digest borrow-
ing on this scale. Behind the
plumbing sits one plain fact. A
swelling share of the world's capi-
tal is being placed into these
names by rule, not by anyone's
considered judgement. This is also
a reason for India's FII drought
because at this stage we are not a
vanguard economy. No JOMO
only FOMO A market bid by rule is
a peculiar thing. Strategists at
Lombard Odier have made the
point that when funds stop decid-
ing what a share is actually worth,
the task of weighing how concen-
trated a portfolio has become falls
to the dwindling number of people
still doing that work by hand.
When you are structurally unable
to be left out of something, you stop
asking what it costs. Inclusion
stands in for valuation. Buying on
a schedule, at whatever price the
tape prints, is the natural enemy of
return. The investor setting the
marginal price at the top is paying
for a narrative, and lined up

behind that narrative is a queue of
money with no licence to do any-
thing but follow. Return to those
two SpaceX figures, and to the
question any patient holder ought
to put to himself. What is the $2.1
trillion actually a price on? Not the
past year's sales, which would
imply a multiple fit for a mental
ward. Plainly not earnings, given
the loss. Starlink, the satellite
broadband arm, is the one that
turned a profit at all, around $4.4
billion last year by the firm's
account. The rest of the valuation
is a wager on terminal value, on a
future still over the horizon.
Server farms in orbit carried up by
a Starship that is running behind.
A chip plant Musk has nicknamed
the Terafab and has not yet been
built. Settlements on Mars. What
more? A rocket climbs only while
its engines are lit, and the thrust
under this market flows, the
mechanical index demand and a
capital-spending boom that keeps
feeding itself. Fundamentals are
the gravity. The thing no one can
yet read is how much fuel is
stacked behind the thrust, and by
Katie Martin's own reckoning in
the Financial Times, that is some-
thing the market tends to discover
only once it is far too late to act on.
Filing the whole episode under
mania and leaving it there would
be too easy. SpaceX has spent two
decades doing things that careful
people insisted could not be done.

Putting a privately built liquid-
fuelled rocket into orbit, recover-
ing boosters to fly them over and
over, running the internet down
from a constellation of more than
ten thousand satellites after every
dotcom-era version of that idea col-
lapsed into bankruptcy. Brains on
their own settle nothing in mar-
kets, yet Musk has produced more
of them, and more luck, than his
critics ever built into their models.
The genuinely awkward thought is
that this may be the most rational
frenzy ever financed or the most
ruinously costly one, and the mar-
ket has stepped back from the very
work that would tell the two apart.
From where India's savers sit,
none of this is a far-off American
show. The same automatic-inclu-
sion logic reaches them through
international and feeder funds,
through the global passive com-
plex, and through the simple reali-
ty that equity sentiment every-
where now follows a small cluster
of American mega-caps. A salaried
earner dropping a few thousand
rupees into a monthly SIP, and a
household whose retirement pot
quietly tracks an index it has
never inspected, are steadily rid-
ing the exact same financial wave
without once being consulted.
Gravity, when it eventually does
its work, will not pause to check
passports. A bubble is the easy
word for this, though it captures
only half the truth. The ordinary

kind drains away once somebody
decides the price is mad; they sim-
ply walk. This one is far harder to
step out of, pumped up by purchas-
es that happen on autopilot, in a
market that has handed the act of
pricing to almost no one left to do
it. AI investment in the West is
now woven into economic life, too
large to wave away and, for the
time being, too relentlessly bought
to interrogate. A great many peo-
ple are already in their seats with
the harness down. The engines are
deafening. From inside the cabin,
not one of them can make out the
fuel gauge. Houston, we have liftoff
! The policy designed to kneecap
China may have handed the world
cheaper AI. The US set out to win
an AI race by controlling the hard-
ware. Instead, it may have acceler-
ated the moment when hardware
stopped mattering. But what does
it even mean to “win”?
Having the best model? No,
because every advance gets repro-
duced by competitors almost
immediately. DeepSeek proved
that a $500 million “lead” could be
replicated in weeks. Market valua-
tion? Also no. The market reflects
investor sentiments, not the tech-
nological realities. As investor Ray
Dalio says in The All-In Podcast,
betting on the company and buy-
ing its stock are not the same
thing.
Being the first to build artificial
general intelligence? Maybe – at
least that is what the tech giants
seem to be focusing on. But how
durable is the first mover advan-
tage? According to an article in the
Harvard Business Review, “a
rapid pace of market evolution
makes long-term dominance
unlikely”. The authors suggest a
‘quick in, quick out’ approach for
companies in spaces where both
the market and the technology are
developing rapidly. AI fits that
description exactly.
Nvidia’s CEO Jensen Huang con-
tradicted himself recently after
giving a Financial Times inter-
view. Although he told the news-
paper that “China is going to win
the AI race”, he quickly issued a
statement afterwards saying “As I
have long said, China is nanosec-
onds behind America in AI. It’s
vital that America wins by racing
ahead and winning developers
worldwide.” 

There is a temptation to see
the Trinamool Congress cri-
sis as a Bengal story alone:
Mamata Banerjee's defeat,
Abhishek Banerjee's unpopu-
larity with sections of the
party, rebel MPs and MLAs
testing the limits of loyalty,
and a post-power scramble for
survival. That would be a mis-
take. What is unfolding in the
TMC is a cautionary tale for
nearly every regional party in
India attempting to compress
legacy, authority, and future
into the hands of a chosen
heir. The latest twist, with a
breakaway TMC faction mov-
ing towards the little-known
Nationalist Citizens Party of
India (NCPI), apparently
based in West Bengal and
active in Assam and Tripura,
makes the crisis larger than a
succession drama. It shows
how rebellion in Indian poli-
tics is no longer merely a mat-
ter of walking out. It is
increasingly a matter of find-
ing the right procedural shel-
ter, the right symbol, the right
legislative arithmetic, and the

right minor partner through
which a larger realignment
can be engineered. The Logic
Of Legacy In Indian politics, a
founder can build a party
through struggle, charisma,
ideology, caste mobilisation,
regional pride, or personal
sacrifice. But the heir rarely
inherits all of that. He or she
inherits the office, the sur-
name, the access, and often
the impatience. The rest has
to be earned. This is where
the trouble begins. Mamata
Banerjee's authority was not
inherited. It was accumulated
through bruises. She took on
the CPI(M) when the Left still
looked unbeatable. She built
the TMC from a rebel
Congress platform into
Bengal's principal political
force. Her legitimacy came
from confrontation, not coro-
nation. Abhishek Banerjee's
rise, however, was read by
many inside the party as a
transfer of power from aunt to
nephew, not as an organic
political ascent. As long as the
TMC controlled Bengal, such

reservations could be con-
tained. But once the state
slipped away, what had been
tolerated as "succession"
began to be described as
"nepotism". What had earlier
been accepted as authority
began to look like entitlement.
This is not unique to
Trinamool. It is the oldest
problem of India's family-led
regional parties: those who
built the house do not always
accept the child who is hand-
ed the keys. The Congress,
though a national party, has
not been immune to this logic,
either. Its difference is scale:
the Gandhis sit atop a far
older and wider organisation,
but the same question haunts
the party - can inherited legit-
imacy substitute for organisa-
tional renewal, electoral
proof, and the trust of leaders
who have built their own
political capital? In that sense,
the crisis of succession is not
only regional; regional parties
merely experience it faster,
more violently, and with
fewer institutional cushions.

The Old Guard And
Bloodlines In founder-led
regional parties, the second-
rung leadership often consists
of people who spent decades
alongside the original leader.
They went to jail with them,
fought elections with them,
raised funds for them, man-
aged caste blocs for them, took
blows for them, negotiated
with rivals for them, and
sometimes saved the party
from collapse. They can
accept the founder's scolding
because they remember the
journey. They are rarely com-
fortable taking instructions
from someone they remem-
ber entering politics as "the
leader's son", "the leader's
daughter", "the leader's
nephew", or "the leader's cho-
sen one". This is not always
personal jealousy. Often, it is
a dispute over political capi-
tal. The veteran believes they
have earned their place
through work. The heir
believes they have inherited a
mandate through blood and
proximity. The collision is
inevitable. Maharashtra has
already shown this twice. In
the Shiv Sena, Uddhav
Thackeray inherited Bal
Thackeray's party, but
Eknath Shinde was able to
walk away with a majority of
MLAs and eventually the
party name and symbol. The
issue was not only ideology or
alliance arithmetic. It was
also the discomfort of a street-
built party being run from a
familial centre that many old
hands felt had drifted away
from the Sena's original
instincts. The Nationalist
Congress Party offered anoth-
er lesson. 

Dealing with prodigies is
always a tricky affair. The
younger they are, the easier
it becomes to excuse things.
A bad reaction gets called
passion-using intense emo-
tion to excuse poor commu-
nication or toxic actions.
Poor behaviour gets passed
off as immaturity. And when
the talent is as obvious as
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, peo-
ple often look away because
the runs and the sixes just
begin to feel bigger than
everything else. But there is
a danger of looking away. At
15, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is
moving through cricket at
10x speed, that very few have
experienced. He has taken
apart international bowlers
in the IPL, won an Under-19
World Cup, and will soon be
launched by India as the
most dazzling, aspirational
product in the market, as
early as the Ireland tour.
Which is why what hap-
pened in Dambulla on
Monday cannot be shrugged
off. It was a tied game
between India A and Sri
Lanka A, the kind that leaves
everybody drained. There
was confusion over light,
uncertainty over whether
the Super Over would even
happen, and then Sri Lanka
A held their nerve to win it.
Make no mistake that even
during the game there were
skirmishes between India A
and Sri Lanka A players.
After losing a game, frustra-
tion was natural. But what
came next wasn't. The cam-
eras caught Sooryavanshi in
an argument with Sri
Lankan players once the
game was done. Even while
walking away, he kept turn-

ing back. Kept engaging.
Kept pulling himself back
into it. Then came the physi-
cal contact. I am not sure
how much contact sports
Sooryavanshi watches. But
cricket isn't rugby. It isn't
boxing. You can play hard,
you can get in each other's
faces, you can let the adrena-
line spill over a little. But
once the match is over, it is
over. There is a fine word
that the game has given us
'controlled aggression.' And
this wasn't even the first
time. In the Under-19 Asia
Cup final against Pakistan,

there was that needless "dust
off my shoe" gesture after his
dismissal. It felt immature
then, copping criticisms
from the opponent coach.
Combined with what hap-
pened in Sri Lanka, it has
begun to feel less like a one-
off and more like a trait that
the teenager has. Such traits,
if left alone, become habits. I
do not know Sooryavanshi
too well to analyse his atti-
tude, but his Dad reportedly
has said that, like any young-
ster of his age, he struggles to
process impulses, resulting
in outbursts or aggression.

To channelise it, and chan-
nelise it well, is the real
issue. Because when a kid is
this talented, the people
around him often become
part of the problem.
Everyone tells him how gift-
ed he is. Everyone reminds
him how special he is. Very
few tell him when he is cross-
ing the line. Every youngstar
needs that voice before a
cheerleader. Indian sport has
seen enough examples of
what happens when talent
outruns discipline. Prithvi
Shaw was once spoken about
in the same breath as Sachin
Tendulkar. The bat speed,
the confidence, the records at
a young age-it all felt like the
beginning of something
huge. And maybe it still
could be. But somewhere the
road bent. Not because his
ability disappeared. That
was never the issue. It was
everything around it. The
habits, the distractions, the
inability to keep the game at
the centre. Talent is fragile
that way. It can disappear in
plain sight. That's why the
comparisons between
Sooryavanshi and Sachin
need to end now. Not because
Sooryavanshi lacks ability.
But because comparing
every gifted teenager to
Tendulkar helps nobody. It
puts a weight on the kid and
creates a false script for his
career. He is his own player.
His own temperament. His
own flaws. His own road.
Look at Deepika Kumari.
Few Indian athletes have had
her natural ability. Former
world No.1, absurdly gifted
archer, almost effortless in
the way she could shoot. And
yet, no Olympic medal. 

eeditorial
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Mumbai: Benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
rallied in early trade on
Tuesday, June 16, driven
by a positive trend in glob-
al markets and cooling
crude oil prices following a
peace deal between the US
and Iran. Fresh foreign
fund inflows also added to
the positive trend in the
domestic market. The 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed
272.87 points to 76,537.20 in
early deals. The 50-share
NSE Nifty went up by 69.15
points to 23,921.55. From
the 30-Sensex firms, HCL
Tech, Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Hindustan
Unilever, Tech Mahindra
and Tata Consultancy
Services were among the
biggest winners. Axis
Bank, Tata Steel, Power
Grid and UltraTech
Cement were among the
laggards. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, trad-
ed 0.32 per cent lower at
USD 82.90 per barrel. In
Asian markets, South
Korea‘s Kospi, Japan‘s
Nikkei 225 index and
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index were quoting higher,
while Hong Kong’s Hang

Seng index traded lower.
US markets ended in posi-
tive territory on Monday.
The Nasdaq Composite
jumped 3.07 per cent, S&P
500 surged 1.65 per cent
and Dow Jones Industrial
Average climbed 0.92 per
cent. Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) turned
buyers on Monday as they

bought equities worth Rs
200.05 crore, according to
exchange data. “Global
cues continue to remain
supportive, with US mar-
kets rallying sharply
overnight. The Nasdaq
surged over 3 per cent,
while the S&P 500 and Dow
Jones closed at fresh
record highs, reflecting

renewed optimism amid
easing geopolitical con-
cerns and improving risk
sentiment. “Brent crude’s
sharp decline is a key posi-
tive for Indian equities,
while sustained domestic
institutional buying con-
tinues to provide stability
to the market,” Rajesh
Palviya, Head of Research,
Axis Direct, said. The US
and Iran reached an agree-
ment on Sunday to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz, a
move expected to facilitate
the resumption of oil and
natural gas shipments
through one of the world’s
most important energy
transit routes. Details of
the agreement have not
been made public. Iran has
indicated implementation
will begin only after a for-
mal signing ceremony,
which Pakistan, a key
mediator in the negotia-
tions, said is scheduled to
take place in Switzerland
on Friday. On Monday, the
Sensex jumped 736.38
points, or 0.97 per cent, to
settle at 76,264.33. The
Nifty surged 231 points, or
0.98 per cent, to end at
23,853.90.

Elon Musk's SpaceX has over-
taken Amazon to become the
world's fifth most valuable
company after a surge in its
share price. Days after joining
New York's tech-focused
Nasdaq stock exchange in the
biggest public listing ever, its
share price has risen by more
than 50%. It leaves Musk's
rocket company worth about
$2.78tn (£2.1tn), while Jeff
Bezos's sprawling online retail
and media empire is currently
worth about $2.66tn. The boom
in SpaceX's value came as it
announced it was buying AI
coding start-up Cursor for
$60bn. SpaceX said it would
take over Anysphere, Cursor's
parent company, which
makes the artificial intelli-
gence coding agent. Soaring
shares SpaceX has garnered
huge enthusiasm among
investors for its vision of send-
ing AI data centres to space
and even helping humans to
colonise Mars. Its listing
raised $85.7bn and minted
Musk as the world's first tril-
lionaire. Since first selling
shares to the public at $135
each on Friday, they have
risen to $209. But analysts
have questioned the sustain-
ability of its high share price
given the huge amount of
uncertainty over its future
earnings. While Amazon is a
household name, with its
brand difficult to avoid being

encountered on an almost
daily basis, SpaceX is less
embedded in the lives of the
general public. Amazon made
$30.3bn of profit in the first
quarter of 2026, while Musk's
future-focused SpaceX lost
$4.3bn. SpaceX's biggest focus
is the manufacture and
launch of rockets with
reusable parts. The company
also manufactures and
launches Starlink internet
satellites, and is ramping up
its presence in the AI race.
SpaceX and Cursor have been
partners since April, when
Musk's firm announced it had
the right to either buy it for
$60bn, or pay $10bn for the

work they have done together.
Like OpenAI and Anthropic,
Cursor's technology uses AI to
automate the process of writ-
ing code, one of the most
prominent current uses for
artificial intelligence. The tie-
up comes as SpaceX tries to
catch up with rivals by grow-
ing its AI business, xAI, which
is behind the controversial
Grok chatbot. Announcing
the partnership in April,
SpaceX said: "The combina-
tion of Cursor's leading prod-
uct and distribution to expert
software engineers with
SpaceX's million H100 equiva-
lent Colossus training super-
computer will allow us to

build the world's most useful
models." Cursor is used by
major companies including
Stripe, Adobe and Nvidia,
whose boss Jensen Huang has
described it as his "favourite
enterprise AI service". SpaceX
said the deal would be com-
pleted by the end of
September, with Cursor's
shareholders paid with $60bn
worth of SpaceX shares.
SpaceX raised $10bn (£7.5bn)
more than initially thought
when it sold shares to the pub-
lic on Friday - bringing in a
total of $85.7bn. Elon Musk's
rocket and Artificial
Intellgience (AI) company
pulled off the biggest initial

public offering (IPO) in histo-
ry when it joined New York's
Nasdaq stock exchange last
week. The listing had raised
$75bn from investors, which
Musk told employees will be
spent funding a "significant
growth phase". But the banks
which backed the IPO exer-
cised a so-called "greenshoe"
clause, which let them pur-
chase an extra $10bn of
SpaceX shares. The extra
$10bn raised, revealed in a
statement by SpaceX
announcing the completion of
the listing, would by itself
rank as one of the biggest IPOs
in history. It came thanks to a
financial mechanism known
as an overallotment option,
more commonly referred to as
a "greenshoe" option. When a
company goes public in a
highly anticipated listing,
investor demand can outstrip
the initial supply of shares. To
prevent wild price swings and
ensure a smoother launch, a
greenshoe agreement lets the
banks handling the listing sell
more shares than originally
planned. In SpaceX's case,
appetite was exceptionally
high. The underwriters,
which included Goldman
Sachs, Bank of America, and
JPMorgan, exercised the
option in full, purchasing an
additional 83.3 million shares
directly from the company to
meet the huge demand. 

Hyderabad, June 2026:
Crizac Limited, one of India's
leading technology-driven
international student mobili-
ty platforms, today
announced a strategic
investment in Edument
Consultancy Private
Limited, the operator of
ForeignAdmits, an AI-first
student mobility platform
that has served over 100,000
students and facilitated more
than ?1,500 crore in educa-
tion loans. The investment,
structured through
Compulsorily Convertible
Debentures (CCDs) and
Compulsorily Convertible
Preference Shares (CCPS),
marks a significant mile-
stone in Crizac's ongoing
evolution as a technology-
led, full-stack student mobili-
ty platform, extending its
reach into AI-powered
financing and visa solutions
that serve students at every
stage of their journey.
With this investment, Crizac
strengthens its ability to sup-
port students and coun-
selling partners at the most
consequential stages of the
study-abroad journey: choos-
ing a destination, securing
financing, and clearing the
visa, each powered by AI-

enabled technology that
delivers speed, accuracy, and
scale. ForeignAdmits will
continue to operate as an
independent entity under its
existing brand and manage-
ment, preserving the organi-
sational agility and student-
first culture that underpins
its growth.
From Mobility Platform to
Full-Stack, AI-Enabled
Student Infrastructure
Crizac has consistently
invested in technology and
partnerships that keep it at
the forefront of international

student mobility, connecting
a global network of coun-
selling partners with 400+
institutions across the UK,
Canada, Ireland, Australia,
and New Zealand. The
ForeignAdmits investment
is the next major step in that
journey: bringing AI-pow-
ered, direct-to-student capa-
bilities in financing and visa
preparation into the plat-
form, and giving counselling
partners the tools to serve
students more completely
than ever before.
ForeignAdmits brings a pro-

prietary, award-winning
technology stack to the com-
bined entity:•        LoanMonk:
India’s first pre-admission
loan eligibility engine, with
80,000+ assessments complet-
ed across 17+ lending part-
ners, giving students finan-
cial clarity before they even
apply. VisaMonk: An AI-
powered visa interview sim-
ulation tool trusted by 3,000+
students globally and winner
of The PIEoneer Awards 2025
for Digital Innovation of the
Year in Student
Recruitment.

New Delhi: As the world
admires Elon Musk, who
achieved the feat of
becoming the first tril-
lionaire after the record-
breaking stock market
debut of his company
SpaceX, Mahindra Group
Chairman Anand
Mahindra highlighted
that the real story behind
the success of the
American tech mogul is
his unwavering belief in
the ability to turn today’s
impossibility into tomor-
row’s reality. The public
listing of SpaceX last
week made Musk, who is
also behind electric car-
maker Tesla and satellite
internet provider
Starlink, among others,
the world’s first trillion-
aire. Mahindra, who lent
his support to Musk way

back in 2018 when the lat-
ter spoke about an
“exhausting, excruciating
year” and “the worst is
yet to come in personal
life” in an interview with
the New York Times,
noted that innovators are
often judged in their
toughest moments, not
their finest hours. “The
headlines today are about
a trillion-dollar mile-
stone. The real story is
that he (Musk) never
stopped believing that
today’s impossibility
could become tomorrow’s
reality,” Mahindra, who
had extended moral sup-
port to Musk during his
struggling days, said
when reached out for his
comments on Musk’s
achievement. Mahindra
said, “I reached out to

Elon in 2018 because inno-
vators are often judged in
their toughest moments,
not their finest hours.
What impressed me then
was his resilience.” In a
post on the then Twitter
(now X after Musk
rebranded it in 2023 after
acquiring the social
media platform),
Mahindra had rallied
behind Musk, asking him
to “hang in there”. “Your
factory is now humming
at a brisk clip. The world
needs inspirational inno-
vators like you…,”
Mahindra wrote in
response to Musk’s inter-
view with the New York
Times in 2018. Elon Musk,
the world’s richest man
and now first-ever tril-
lionaire, controls a lot of
different businesses.

New Delhi, India, 16th June —
Dreame Technology, a global
leader in smart home innova-
tion, today announced the
launch of two premium robot-
ic vacuum cleaners in India,
the Dreame L50s Pro Ultra and
Dreame L50 Ultra CE.
Designed to address the evolv-
ing cleaning needs of modern
Indian households, the new
additions combine Dreame's
industry-leading Vormax™
suction technology, advanced
obstacle avoidance, edge-to-
corner cleaning capabilities,
and smart carpet cleaning
solutions to provide a compre-
hensive and effortless home
cleaning experience.
The new line-up in the L50
series features intelligent
mapping, AI-powered naviga-
tion, app-based controls, and
voice assistant compatibility,
enabling users to personalize
their cleaning experience
while enjoying greater flexibil-
ity and convenience. This mir-
rors Dreame's commitment to
building future-first products
and enabling the smart-homes
ecosystem.
Manu Sharma, Managing

Director, Dreame Technology
India, said, "Indian consumers
are increasingly seeking
advanced and efficient all-in-
one solutions to manage their
homes, while looking for tech-
nologies that integrate seam-
lessly into their daily routines.
With the launch of the L50s
Pro Ultra and L50 Ultra CE, we
are further advancing our
vision of enabling smarter liv-
ing by delivering intelligent
solutions that seamlessly inte-
grate into consumers’ every-
day lives. Be it homes with
pets, carpets, with different
kinds of floors, elevation with-
in homes, or multi-story hous-
es, the new entrants are built
to handle it all. These are excit-
ing times for us at Dreame as
we see growing acceptance of
robot vacuums in India. As we
continue to expand our portfo-
lio in India, our focus remains
on delivering innovations that
simplify household manage-
ment, save time, and elevate
everyday living."

Dreame L50s Pro Ultra:
·       30,000Pa Vormax™
Suction for Superior Cleaning

Performance: Powered by
Dreame’s advanced
Vormax™ suction technology,
the L50s Pro Ultra delivers an
impressive 30,000 Pa suction
power, effectively lifting dust,
debris, pet hair, and fine parti-
cles from hard floors, carpets,
and hard-to-reach areas.
·       EasyLeap™ 40mm
Obstacle Crossing System:
Designed to navigate complex
home environments, the L50s

Pro Ultra can effortlessly cross
thresholds and obstacles up to
40mm high, ensuring uninter-
rupted cleaning across multi-
ple room types and floor sur-
faces.
·       100°C ThermoHub™ Self-
Cleaning Mop System:
Featuring an advanced hot-
water cleaning system, the
L50s Pro Ultra uses water
heated up to 100°C to effective-
ly clean mop pads, remove

grease and residue, minimize
odors, and maintain enhanced
hygiene with minimal manu-
al effort.
·       HyperStream™
DuoBrush Anti-Tangle
Technology: Featuring a dual-
brush system engineered to
reduce hair entanglement, the
L50s Pro Ultra efficiently cap-
tures dust, pet hair, and debris
while maintaining smooth air-
flow and consistent cleaning

performance.
·       Smart Multifunctional
PowerDock™: The all-in-one
docking station supports auto-
matic dust collection, water
refilling, hot-water mop wash-
ing, hot-air drying, solution
dispensing, and self-cleaning
maintenance, significantly
reducing manual upkeep.
·       Dual Flex Arm
Technology with Edge-to-
Corner Cleaning: Equipped
with an extendable side brush
and mop system, the robot
effectively reaches corners,
edges, and spaces around fur-
niture for comprehensive
floor coverage.
·       Advanced AI Navigation
and Obstacle Avoidance:
Combining Smart
Pathfinder™ Technology with
intelligent object recognition
capable of identifying over 220
object types, the L50s Pro Ultra
navigates efficiently around
household obstacles while
optimizing cleaning routes.
·       Smart Carpet Cleaning
Strategy: The robot automati-
cally detects carpets, boosts
suction power for deeper
cleaning, and lifts its brushes

and mops when required to
prevent moisture transfer
while maintaining cleaning
efficiency.
·       Pet-Friendly Cleaning
Experience: Designed for
homes with pets, the L50s Pro
Ultra effectively handles pet
hair, litter, and daily messes
while maintaining powerful
and consistent cleaning per-
formance.

Dreame L50 Ultra CE:
·       25,000Pa Vormax™
Suction for Powerful
Cleaning: Powered by
Dreame's 6th-generation
TurboForce motor, the L50
Ultra CE delivers up to
25,000Pa suction power, effi-
ciently removing dust, pet
hair, and large debris from
hard floors and carpets.
·       Multifunctional
PowerDock™ with Hands-
Free Maintenance: The all-in-
one docking station automati-
cally empties dust, refills
water, dries mops with hot
air, and washes mops using
80°C hot water, significantly
reducing manual mainte-
nance.

·       Dual Flex Arm
Technology for
Comprehensive Coverage:
Featuring an extendable side
brush and MopExtend™
RoboSwing technology, the
L50 Ultra CE effectively
reaches deep corners, edges,
and spaces around furniture
for more thorough cleaning.
·       AceClean™ DryBoard for
Effortless Self-Cleaning: The
integrated self-cleaning wash-
board system with 20 spray
nozzles ensures efficient dock
cleaning, minimizes residue
buildup, and helps reduce
unpleasant odors.
·       Smart Carpet Cleaning:
The robot automatically
detects carpets, boosts suc-
tion power, and lifts its mops
by up to 10.5mm to prevent
carpets from getting wet
while ensuring deep cleaning.
·       Pet-Friendly Cleaning
Experience: Designed for
homes with pets, the L50
Ultra CE effectively han-
dles pet hair, dirt, and
everyday messes while
maintaining powerful
cleaning performance.
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Four people have died in
strikes in southern Lebanon,
according to the state-run
National News Agency
(NNA) and daily newspaper
L'Orient-Le Jour, after sepa-
rate attacks on at least three
vehicles reported between
Mayfadoun and Shoukin
today. A further four people
have been injured after a
bomb was dropped in
Hadatha, southern Lebanon,
the NNA reports. Israel has
not yet commented. Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has previously
said his forces would not
withdraw from southern
Lebanon in light of the deal
agreed by the US and Iran.
US President Trump has
been critical of Netanyahu's
continued strikes in
Lebanon - describing an
Israeli strike on Beirut this
weekend as "vicious".  Two
days after the US-Iran deal
was announced, there’s
scant detail of what’s in it.
US Vice President JD Vance
has acknowledged the
Memorandum of

Understanding is only about
a page-and-a-half long, and
"very general". So, a lot of the
negotiations over the more
difficult issues still have to
be thrashed out. Crucially
those issues include Iran’s
nuclear programme. In
southern Lebanon the
fragility of this deal has
already become apparent.
Overnight, Israel’s military
carried out strikes on figures
it said were approaching
Israeli soldiers, with four

people "eliminated".
Hezbollah said it had fired
missiles and drones in
return. Iran has insisted
Lebanon must be part of its
deal with the US, while
Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Monday
his forces would not with-
draw and would maintain
operational freedom. So,
while this deal gives the
region a chance to breathe,
there is still much that could
see negotiations unravel. As

we've reported, the signing
ceremony for the US-Iran
deal will take place at the
Burgenstock resort, near
Lucerne in central
Switzerland. The ceremony
takes place after Donald
Trump, JD Vance and Iran's
speaker Mohammed Bagher
Ghalibaf already electroni-
cally signed a memorandum
of understanding to end the
war in Iran on Sunday.
Vance previously hinted
Trump may decide to release

the contents of the deal earli-
er than Friday, describing
the document as being
"about a page and a half" and
"very general". But the US
President has since played
down the idea, saying he
wanted to "get a formal set-
ting first". "I'll not only
release it, I'll probably have a
press conference and read it
to you word by word so that
the press covers it accurate-
ly," he said at the G7 Summit.
The signing will kick off a 60-
day period in which Tehran
and Washington will negoti-
ate a permanent peace deal,
with the future of Iran's
nuclear programme expect-
ed to be a prominent talking
point. With an agreement
signed between the US and
Iran, Ukraine's Volodymyr
Zelensky sensed a moment of
opportunity. Before Donald
Trump launched the war on
Iran at the end of February,
his negotiators were holding
near simultaneous rounds of
negotiations on Iran and
Ukraine. After the war began,
the Ukraine talks stopped. As

energy prices rose and the US
eased sanctions on Russian
oil, Ukraine complained that
this would merely help to
fund Russia’s war chest. The
war also diverted precious
air defence equipment away
from Ukraine, as the US
sought to protect its bases
and allies in the Middle East.
Now, Kyiv hopes that Donald
Trump will start to view the
conflict with Iran through his
rear-view mirror and can
once again focus his efforts
on Ukraine. “We…believe
that now President Trump
will be much freer to get
engaged back into Ukrainian-
Russian war,” Ukraine’s for-
mer foreign minister Vadym
Pristaiko told the Agency.

“We need his presence.”
Despite earlier doubts that he
would meet Donald Trump at
the G7, Zelensky was able to
sit down with the most pow-
erful man in the world.
According to the Ukrainian
leader, Donald Trump lis-
tened to his request for addi-
tional all-important Patriot
air defence missiles.

The Ministry of Defence is
investigating reports a
Russian warship fired
warning shots near a UK-
registered yacht in the
English Channel. The inci-
dent, which happened at
around 11:40am BST on
Tuesday between the Isle of
Wight and Normandy,
reportedly involved the
Russian frigate Admiral
Grigorovich. 
It is understood there were
no injuries or damage to
the yacht. A Ministry of
Defence spokesperson said:
"We are investigating
reports of an incident in
the Channel." British
authorities received
reports from a UK-regis-
tered yacht that the
Russian vessel had fired
warning shots from around
500 yards (457 meters) away

- a relatively near distance
by the standards of sea
travel. The incident report-
edly happened around 20
nautical miles south of the
Isle of Wight, outside UK
territorial waters. It comes
days after Royal Marine
Commandos intercepted a

Russian shadow fleet
tanker carrying sanctioned
oil in the Channel on
Sunday, in the first opera-
tion of its kind carried out
by the British military. But
it is understood British
officials do not view this
incident as being linked to

Sunday's operation.
Russian warships regular-
ly pass through the
Channel and are routinely
monitored by Royal Navy
vessels.
The frigate thought to be

involved in Tuesday's inci-
dent was being shadowed
by the HMS Mersey, it is
understood. On Monday,
the Navy said the Admiral
Grigorovich was being
tracked by the HMS Tyne
and HMS Mersey over the
weekend, in what it
described as a "routine
operation" after it was spot-
ted off the coast of Brest in
France. The warship has
allegedly been operating in
the Channel for a while,
patrolling and also escort-
ing some of the Russian
shadow fleet that pass
through the shipping lane.

Venezuela's interim presi-
dent has signed an agree-
ment with US energy giant
General Electric to rebuild
the country's electricity
grid. Delcy Rodríguez, who
was sworn in shortly after
US forces seized
Venezuela's leader, Nicolás
Maduro, in January,
announced the move at a
televised event at the presi-
dential palace on Monday.
The agreement is the latest
sign that the interim leader
- who was a fierce critic of
the US before Maduro's
ouster - is opening up
Venezuela's economy to US
investors and companies.
Critics of her government
have warned that while
Rodríguez appears to be
loosening the state's control
over the economy, many
key institutions remain
firmly under her party's
control. Venezuela suffers
from frequent power cuts
and its power system -
which was nationalised in
2007 under Maduro's men-
tor, Hugo Chávez - is in dire
need of repair and invest-
ment. Rodríguez described
the signing of the agree-
ment with General Electric
Vernova, the US company's
local branch, as "a historic

step for Venezuela", which
would allow the South
American nation to restore
what she called "an essen-
tial service". Power cuts
often last 10 hours or longer
and have affected major
cities, including the capital,
Caracas. The Maduro gov-
ernment had blamed a
drought for the frequent
outages, which meant that
the Guri hydroelectric
power dam - a key source of
electricity - was not produc-
ing enough energy to meet
demand. But analysts have
long warned that a lack of
investment in and mainte-
nance of the power grid,
coupled with high con-
sumption, have created an
energy crisis which has
been one of the blocks to
Venezuela's economic
recovery. The deal with
General Electric was
struck under the leader-
ship of Energy Minister
Rolando Alcalá, an electri-
cal engineer appointed to
the job by Rodríguez three
months ago. His appoint-
ment was seen as a wel-
come change after six years
in which the ministry was
headed by senior members
of the military, who failed
to fix the failing grid. 

Police in Poland are inves-
tigating the execution-style
murder of a Russian artist
and vocal critic of
President Vladimir Putin.
Polish prosecutors said
Robert K, known as the
artist Semyon Skrepetsky,
was shot dead on Monday
morning in the Polish city
of Biala Podlaska, about
40km (25 miles) from the
Belarusian border. The 44-
year-old was shot five
times in the head, chest
and back in a car park in
the city, located about 600m
from the Belarusian con-
sulate. Semyon Skrepetsky
was the pseudonym used
by Robert Kuzovkov. He
was known for his carica-
tures of politicians, includ-
ing Putin, Belarusian
leader Alexander
Lukashenko and Chechen
leader Ramzan Kadyrov.
Marcin Kozak, spokesman
for the District
Prosecutor's Office in
Lublin, said the artist was
approached by an unidenti-
fied gunman who fired two
shots at him. "When the
victim fell to the ground,
the perpetrator
approached, fired three
more shots and then quick-

ly fled the scene. Robert K
died at the scene," he
added. Five shell casings
and one Geco 9mm Luger
bullet were recovered from
the crime scene, Kozak
said. An autopsy has been
scheduled for Wednesday.
Police detained two
Belarusian citizens, aged
33 and 37, near the
Belarusian consulate in
the city. Their role in the
incident was still being
determined, Kozak said.
Media reports said
Skrepetsky moved to Biala
Podlaska in 2021. "The vic-
tim engaged in public artis-
tic activities and used
among other things, the
pseudonym Semyon
Skrepetsky, under which he
expressed criticism of the
current policies of the
Russian Federation author-
ities," Kozak said. Video
posted recently on social
media showed Skrepetsky
at a Russia Day protest out-
side the Russian embassy in
Berlin on 12 June. He had
been carrying a painting
caricaturing Putin and
Soviet leader Joseph Stalin,
as well as a Russian flag tied
to his trousers that had been
dragging along the road.

The Hungarian parliament
has backed a change to the
constitution that limits a
prime minister's term in
office to eight years, fulfilling
a promise by Péter Magyar to
prevent Viktor Orbán becom-
ing prime minister again.
Orbán led Hungary uninter-
rupted for16 years, until
Magyar's Tisza party swept
him from power in April's
election, winning a two-thirds
majority that gives it the
power to amend the constitu-
tion. Under the change, no
prime minister since 1990 can
serve more than two terms in
office, even if they are years
apart. Orbán's depleted Fidesz
party voted against the meas-
ure and the former prime
minister, who was re-elected
as its leader at the weekend,
was highly critical of it. "The
Orban law has just been voted
through. That was the most

pressing issue. If I'm needed,
I'll be here," he wrote on
Facebook. Orbán complained
that Tisza had only been in
power a month and that it
should not be "dreaming of
eight years" into the future.
The Tisza government's so-
called super-majority meant
the amendment sailed
through by 135 votes to 50 and
the law now just needs the sig-
nature of President Tamás
Sulyok to go through. 

France's oldest female
detainee has gone on trial
for murder at a court in
Versailles, in a cold case
centring on a dismembered
body found 31 years ago.
Marie-Thérèse Garcia, 79, is
charged with the kidnap
and murder of her former
sister-in-law Corinne Di
Dio. Di Dio went missing in
June 1995 when she was 37.
Days later, a metal trunk
bound with a metal chain
was discovered floating in
the River Seine to the west
of Paris. Inside was the dis-
membered corpse of a
woman – without head and
hands. Only in 1997 was the
body identified as Di Dio's,
while the missing body
parts have never been
found. Garcia early on came

under suspicion, but twice
the case was closed for lack
of evidence. Recently,
though, DNA technology
gave police a breakthrough.
Two hairs found inside the
metal trunk were found to
belong either to the defen-
dant or to another woman in
her matrilineal descent. In
2023, Garcia was put in
prison to await trial.
Repeated pleas for condi-
tional release on grounds of
age and ill health have been
turned down. Dubbed Ma
Dalton by the French press –
after the redoubtable grand-
mother of the Lucky Luke
comic strip – Garcia protests
her innocence, telling Le
Parisien newspaper recent-
ly that the case against her
was "built on sand". 

Iran's leadership is trying to
present its emerging memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) with the US not as a
retreat, but as the result of
resistance and victory. That
is not an easy argument to
make. The country has just
gone through a damaging
war, the economy is under
severe pressure, and parts of
the Islamic Republic's own
support base have spent
months denouncing any
compromise with
Washington. There are also
Iranians, both inside the
country and abroad, who see
the crisis not as a moment for
diplomacy, but as an oppor-
tunity for regime change.
This is the divided political
landscape in which Tehran is

now trying to sell the deal.
Senior Iranian officials have
framed the deal as a win.
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf,
the Speaker of parliament
and the leading Iranian fig-
ure in the talks, said Iran had
taken "a long step towards
final victory". President
Masoud Pezeshkian has

described the understanding
as potentially transforma-
tive, saying that if fully
implemented it could resolve
many of Iran's problems and
create "a different world" in
Iran and the Middle East.
Qalibaf's role is significant
because he is not identified
with Pezeshkian's moderate

camp; his public support sug-
gests the deal has backing
from more powerful parts of
the system even within
Islamic Republic
Revolutionary Guards. The
leadership is also presenting
the agreement as a victory
because, in Tehran's argu-
ment, the US and Israel failed
to achieve their main objec-
tives. They did not force Iran
into surrender, did not
remove the Islamic Republic
from power, did not end
Iran's nuclear programme
through military action, and
did not break Iran's links to
Hezbollah. Instead, Iran is
still at the negotiating table,
with Lebanon included in the
framework and sanctions
relief being discussed.

The number of foreign trav-
ellers visiting Cuba has
plummeted since the begin-
ning of the year amid tight-
ened US sanctions, figures
released by Cuba's national
statistics agency suggest.
Fewer than 360,000 people
visited the Communist-run
island in the first five
months of 2026, a decrease
of 58.4% compared to the
same period last year,
according to Onei. The
Trump administration has
targeted the tourism sector,

a key source of income for
Cuba's beleaguered govern-
ment, as part of its pressure
campaign against the
island's leadership. As a
result, a number of foreign
airlines and hotel operators
have stopped operating in
Cuba, further driving down
visitor numbers.  Earlier
this month, Air Canada
announced it was suspend-
ing its flights to Cuba indef-
initely, citing the "ongoing
political and economic
uncertainty" as its reason. Eight dead after US Air Force B-52 bomber crashes in California
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Serena And Venus Williams To Play Doubles Together At Wimbledon 

New Delhi, 16 June 2026:
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(“Maruti Suzuki”), under its
Employee Volunteering CSR
Program – ‘eParivartan’, host-
ed a special cricket match
with visually impaired play-
ers from the Cricket
Association for the Blind,
Delhi (CABD), an affiliate of
the Cricket Association for the
Blind in India (CABI). The
unique initiative aims to
enable social inclusion and
cultivate empathy, respect,
and teamwork. The match
was held at the SportsCube
Center for Excellence in
Sector 70, Gurgaon, a venue
specifically  chosen for its fully
accessible infrastructure for
cricketers with visual impair-
ment. As part of this event,  a
team of Maruti Suzuki
employees played two 10-over
matches with players from

CABD. Both matches  were
won by the team from CABD.
The matches were played as
per official blind cricket guide-
lines,  including audible balls
and adjusted rules for batting,
bowling, and fielding.
Discussing this initiative, Mr.
Rahul Bharti, Senior

Executive Officer, Corporate
Affairs, Maruti Suzuki  India
Limited, said, “We thank the
Cricket Association for the
Blind, Delhi, for giving us this
chance to  bring both the
teams together. Playing along-
side these remarkable crick-
eters reminded our team of

their incredible talent, deter-
mination, and spirit. 
There are vital lessons here to
be learnt for all of us  about
the true spirit of sportsman-
ship and what it means to col-
laborate closely with diverse
groups  and persons with dis-
abilities. 

Argentina enter the FIFA
World Cup 2026 as defend-
ing champions. The side
defeated France in a close-
ly-fought final of the last
edition to clinch their
third title, while also end-
ing a 36-year trophy
drought. La Albiceleste
bagged the glory for the
first time in 1978, repeated
it in 1986 and then waited
for a long time to bring the
trophy home again. While
Argentina arrive in North
America as one of the
favourites to win the title,
a huge test awaits them as
none of the teams has man-
aged to successfully defend
the World Cup title since
Brazil achieved it in 1962.
Football great Lionel
Messi remains the centre
of attraction in the
Argentina squad. He has
won every major team and

individual honour in the
sport. He continues to play
an influential role in the
team despite ageing. In all
likelihood, expect this to
be the last dance for the
player who has won Ballon
d'Or a record eight times.
Messi also holds the record
with six European Golden
Boot awards and two-time

winner of the World Cup
Golden Ball.

Are Argentina serious con-
tenders for the title?
Argentina feature a more
balanced and mature
squad that helped them
win the title in the last edi-
tion. 17 out of the 26 play-
ers that Lionel Scaloni has

picked for the event in
North America are the
ones who won the title in
Qatar last year. La
Albiceleste have an experi-
enced core that is adept at
handling pressure, surviv-
ing difficult moments and
swinging the momentum
their way to produce the
desired result.

The coach of Iran's World
Cup team said it was ordered
to leave the U.S. and return
to its training base in
Mexico only a few hours
after opening its politically
charged tournament by
playing to a 2-2 draw with
New Zealand on Monday
night. Coach Amir
Ghalenoei didn't say who
ordered the Iranians to leave
earlier than planned. The
team had expected to spend
the night in California to
maximize the normal recov-
ery process after its opening
game, only to be told after
the match that everyone
must immediately get on a
plane for the 140-mile trip
back to Tijuana. “They did-
n't even give us time to
recover,” Ghalenoei said
through an interpreter.
“After the game today, they
said to us, ‘You have to leave
immediately.' It's very
important for us to have
time for recovery, (but) we
are asked to get on a plane

and return to our camp in
Tijuana, and we are really
troubled by that.” The
Iranians' World Cup cycle
has been in upheaval since
the U.S. and Israel began a
war against Iran on Feb. 28.
Iran ultimately decided to
compete even after FIFA
rejected its request to move

its three group-stage match-
es out of the U.S. “We don't
know why they are return-
ing us, to be honest,”
Ghalenoei said. “I think it's
very strange. It seems like
others are doing the plan-
ning for us. The decision-
making for us is being made
elsewhere. We were sup-

posed to come two nights
before the game, and we
were supposed to stay
tonight to recover and
return tomorrow at
lunchtime. We have no idea
why. "I think our team is per-
haps the most oppressed in
the World Cup.” Captain
Mehdi Taremi and

Ghalenoei both decried the
team's lack of many impor-
tant staff members — includ-
ing the president of Iran's
football federation, coaching
support personnel and
media officials — who were
denied visas by the U.S.,
amplifying the team's diffi-
cult preparations. “We have
to leave Los Angeles right
now, and it's not good for us,”
Taremi said about an hour
after the match. “I think
FIFA have to help us more
than this. ... Everything is
like a disaster, actually, for
us.” Iran opened its World
Cup with a disappointing
draw despite overcoming
two deficits and getting the
tying goal from Mohammad
Mohebbi in the 64th minute
in front of a solidly pro-
Iranian crowd despite the
presence of many Iranian
American fans engaged in
protest against Iran's govern-
ment. Iran's next match is
also at SoFi Stadium against
Belgium on Sunday.

Cleveland Browns owner
Jimmy Haslam is backing
a proposal that could save
the franchise roughly $100
million in taxes as work
continues on plans for a
new $2.6 billion domed sta-
dium in Brook Park, Ohio.
According to reporting by
Cleveland.com, the Browns
want Brook Park to create
a special community
authority that would own
the planned stadium and
lease it back to the team. If
approved, the arrangement
would make the venue pub-
licly owned, allowing con-
struction materials to qual-
ify for certain sales tax
exemptions. The potential
savings could reduce costs
on one of the NFL's most
ambitious stadium proj-
ects. Cleveland.com esti-
mates the tax exemptions
could save around $100 mil-
lion on a stadium currently
budgeted at $2.6 billion.
How the Proposal Would
Work

Brook Park Mayor Edward
Orcutt has introduced leg-
islation to create the Brook
Park New Community
Authority, which would
oversee parts of the devel-
opment surrounding the
stadium. Under the propos-
al, the City of Brook Park
would appoint five mem-
bers to the authority, while
Haslam Sports Group
would appoint four. The
authority would also man-
age revenue streams con-
nected to the wider project.
The proposal is expected to
be discussed by the City
Council this week, with a
public hearing scheduled
for July 15.
Browns Stadium Project
Targets 2029 Opening
The planned stadium is
expected to open in time
for the 2029 NFL season
and will replace the
Browns' current home.
Funding for the project
combines private and pub-
lic investment. 

Cleveland Browns Owner
Jimmy Haslam Eyes $100

Million Tax Break For $2.6
Billion Stadium Project

India's top-ranked singles
players Sumit Nagal and
Sahaja Yamalapalli will
spearhead the country's
tennis campaign at the
20th Asian Games in
Japan as the All India
Tennis Association
(AITA) on Monday picked
a six-member men's and
women's squad for the
continental showpiece.
The team was selected by
the AITA's selection com-
mittee under the chair-
manship of Nandan Bal
and features a mix of
experienced campaigners
and emerging talent, with
the federation banking on
a blend of current form
and future potential for
success in Japan. The
men's squad comprises
world number 277 ranked
Nagal, young Manas
Dhamne (ranked 378), last
Davis Cup tie's hero
Dhakshineswar Suresh
(ranked 478). There are
three doubles specialists
in the squad led by Yuki
Bhambri (world number
24), N Sriram Balaji
(world number 61) and
Anirudh Chandrasekar
(world number 90). Karan

Singh, Rithvik Bollipalli
and Niki Kaliyanda
Poonacha have been
named as reserves. In the
women's section, India
number one and world
number 332 Sahaja
Yamalapalli, Vaishnavi
Adkar (396), Vaidehee
Choudhari (417) are the
singles players in the
squad. Rutuja Bhosale
(ranked 125), Prarthana
Thombare (181) and
Ankita Raina (185) have
been selected, with Zeel
Desai and Shruti Ahlawat
listed as reserves. AITA
secretary general Sunder
Iyer said the selection
committee had carefully
assessed performances on
the professional circuit
before finalising the
squad. "The Selection
Committee has carefully
evaluated performances
across the professional
circuit and selected a
team that combines expe-
rience, current form and
future potential. We are
confident that this group
of athletes will represent
India with distinction at
the Asian Games in
Nagoya," Iyer said. 

Asian Games: Sumit
Nagal, Sahaja

Yamalapalli To Lead
Indian Tennis Contingent

Pakistan have been fined
five per cent of their match
fee for maintaining a slow
over-rate against India in
their Group A match of the
ICC Women's T20 World
Cup played at Edgbaston in
Birmingham on Sunday,
the ICC announced on
Tuesday. Trudy Anderson
of the Emirates ICC
International Panel of
Match Referees imposed the
sanction after Pakistan
were ruled to be one over
short of the target after time
allowances were taken into
consideration. In accor-
dance with Article 2.22 of
the ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support
Personnel, which relates to
minimum over-rate
offences, players are fined
five per cent of their match
fee for every over their side
fails to bowl in the allotted
time. Pakistan captain
Fatima Sana pled guilty to
the offence and accepted the
proposed sanction, so there
was no need for a formal
hearing. On-field umpires
Claire Polosak and
Jacquline Williams, third
umpire Eloise Sheridan and

fourth umpire Sue Redfern
levelled the charge. Deepti
Sharma took five wickets
and India bowled out
Pakistan for 106 to success-
fully begin their latest quest
for a first Women's
Twenty20 World Cup title
on Sunday. Sharma spun
out the last three wickets in
five balls as India defended
170 and won by 64 runs in
front of a heavily partisan
Edgbaston crowd, a sell-out
18,814, a record attendance
for a World Cup group
match. Seven months after
Sharma starred in India's
victory in the final of the
ODI World Cup with five
wickets and 58 runs, she

started this T20 World Cup
with another standout per-
formance. Sharma took the
first two wickets of
Pakistan's chase, which
actually started strong. But
by the 10th over India was
on top and Pakistan needed
Muneeba Ali, dropped
twice, to go big. But Sharma
ran out Ali on 41 in the 11th
over with a great direct hit
on the run from backward
point. With AP inputs
When Pakistan captain
Fatima Sana fell in the next
over at 77-5, her team fell
away, too. Sharma's late
burst for 5-10 made her the
highest wicket-taker in
women's T20s with 166. 

Three years have passed
since one of WWE's most
famous factions finally broke
apart, but Jey Uso clearly has-
n't forgotten the moment. The
former World Champion
recently shared a video look-
ing back at the day he walked
away from The Bloodline,
adding a short three-word
message that immediately
reminded fans of one of the
biggest turning points in the
group's history. The post
arrives on the anniversary of
the split that changed the
direction of several WWE
stars. While The Bloodline
may look very different today,
Jey's latest message showed
that the moment when he
chose to leave the family
remains a major chapter in
his career. It was a decision
that not only reshaped his

own future but also altered
the path of the entire faction.
Why Jey Uso's message mat-
ters three years later Before
becoming one of WWE's
biggest singles stars, Jey Uso
was there from the very
beginning of The Bloodline
story. His rivalry with Roman
Reigns helped lay the founda-
tion for what later became the
dominant family faction in

WWE. The group officially
came together in July 2021.
But after months of tension
between Roman Reigns and
The Usos, things eventually
reached a breaking point in
2023. That split remains one of
the most important moments
in the faction's history, and
Jey's recent post served as a
reminder of exactly where
everything changed. What

happened to Jey Uso after
leaving The Bloodline
Walking away from the fami-
ly ended up opening new
doors for Jey. Following the
breakup, he continued his
singles run and eventually
captured a World
Championship. His journey
later brought him back along-
side his brother Jimmy Uso.
The pair reunited as a tag
team and even enjoyed a
short reign as Tag Team
Champions. Even though the
brothers returned to teaming
together, their connection to
The Bloodline story never
completely disappeared. The
family may be together
again, but new problems are
showing The Bloodline
reunited earlier this year,
although the group doesn't
look the same anymore. 

"MOST OPPRESSED":
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First Meeting of the Board of
Directors of AP Film,
Television and Theatre
Development Corporation
Focuses on Roadmap for
Industry Growth
The first Board Meeting of
the newly constituted
Andhra Pradesh Film,
Television and Theatre
Development Corporation
was successfully held on
Monday at Fortune Murali

Park Hotel, Vijayawada,
according to Managing
Director K.S. Viswanathan.
The meeting was chaired by
Corporation Chairman P.
Bharat Bhushan and attend-
ed by Managing Director K.S.
Viswanathan along with
Board Directors Y. Jhansi,
Suman Talwar, S.Sivaji,
Chadalawada Srinivasa Rao,
Burra Sai Madhav,
Kandimalla Sambasiva Rao,

Vivek Kuchibhotla, V.
Samudra, K.
Umamaheswara Rao, S.
Venkata Krishna Reddy, G.
Raj Venkateswara Yadav, D.
Satyanarayana, and Durga
Prasad Sahu. During the
meeting, extensive discus-
sions were held on measures
required for the comprehen-
sive development of the film,
television, and theatre sec-
tors in Andhra Pradesh. 

earest darling CM
Vijay.    
The word “darling “
hasn’t changed

which I used to call u for
the last so many years
since i knew u from Loyola
college. It all started when
I got to know you as a bud-
ding star and then seeing u
rise up the ladder as the
SUPERSTAR facing all
odds and criticism and
brushing it away with ya
silence and success and
then moving on to become
the Hon Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu.
Today, the posting and des-
ignation has changed but
the person u r hasn’t.  And
it was an absolute delight
to meet you and feel the
same warmth.  From
Kalaignar Ayya to
Jayalalitha Amma to
Stalin uncle to my very
own Udhaya it was lovely
to say darling to the CM of
our state. The fanboy
moment in me will always
remain.  
God bless u and thank u for
accepting the gesture of
not accepting the mandato-
ry bouquet and shawl and
instead I used the money to
educate three deserving
underprivileged girl chil-
dren in TN on your behalf
and in your name. They
will be proud  and will
remember you forever.  
My sincere thanks once
again.  All the best CM
sir.  Wishing you only
positivity and growth and
looking forward to the
best of Tamil Nadu in
your tenure.

he Tiger Territory
came alive in
Hyderabad on

Monday evening as the
grand premiere of Save
The Tigers Season 3
unfolded at AMB Cinemas
to an electrifying
response. What began as a
celebration expectedly
turned into a laughter-
filled evening, with
guests, celeb, cast and
crew members, and cre-
ators soaking in the ener-
gy of a franchise that has
become a biggest hit in
regional OTT entertain-
ment. The star-studded
red-carpet extravaganza
drew a host of popular per-
sonalities from soap opera
to films. It punctuated cus-
tom red carpets, high-fash-
ion celeb appearances and
exclusive media interac-
tions, and pre-screening
get-togethers serving as
the ultimate launchpad
for the streaming. The
beautiful evening brought
together some of the

biggest names in enter-
tainment space including
the versatile actor
Sundeep Kishan,
Kamakshi Bhaskarla, Rag
Mayur, Bigg Boss Telugu 5
winner VJ Sunny, Kalyan
Padala (Bigg Boss Season
9 winner), Chaitanya Rao,
Venkatesh Kakumanu,
Karthik Ratnam, Aditya
Mandala, Srinath

Maganti, Jabardasth
comedian Mukku
Avinash, Nirupam,
Kireeti Damaraju, and
audiences erupted into
laughter throughout the
screening. Performances
by Priyadarshi, Vennela
Kishore, Jordaar Sujatha,
Krishna Chaitanya,
Deviyani Sharma,
Abhinav Gomatam, and

Pavani Gangireddy
received an enthusiastic
response. The story of
three couples and a divine
entity (Vennela Kishore)
couldn't have asked for a
better reception. As the
makers aptly put it, “A
ROAR that made two
worlds collide! Call it
God’s plan or pure des-
tiny… the TIGERS are
back to turn heads, flip
tables & own their
absolute redemption arc!”
The countdown has
begun, with Save The
Tigers Season 3 set to
stream on JioHotstar from
June 19. Save The Tigers
has emerged as the biggest
Telugu web series in
terms of OTT viewership.
The first two seasons won
audiences love through
relatable humor, quirky
characters, and family-
friendly entertainment.
And the much-awaited
third season is ready to
raise the stakes with a
fresh fantasy twist.

Presented by Zee
Studios in association
with MIG Production
& Studios, the makers

of The India Story have
finally unveiled the film’s
first official poster after
building curiosity with the
previously released posters.
The newly launched poster
also reveals the looks of
Kajal Aggarwal as a deter-
mined lawyer and Shreyas
Talpade as a concerned
father, offering a striking
glimpse into the hard-hit-
ting narrative at its core.
Featuring a young girl por-
traying Shreyas’ daughter,
the poster powerfully cap-
tures the human cost of a
crisis that impacts millions.
Set against the backdrop of
the Bombay High Court and
a pesticide cylinder placed
inside a witness box, the
imagery hints at a gripping
courtroom battle centered
on the alarming issue of
food adulteration. Directed
by Chettan DK and written
and produced by Sagar B

Shinde, the film is slated for
a theatrical release on 24th
July 2026. The India Story is
all set to release in Hindi,
Telugu, and Tamil lan-
guages as a worldwide
release by Zee Studios. The
film shines a spotlight on
one of India’s most pressing
yet often overlooked public
health concerns. Through

an intense and thought-pro-
voking narrative, The India
Story seeks to expose the
hidden dangers lurking
behind everyday food con-
sumption while raising
awareness about a reality
that affects countless fami-
lies across the country.
Backed by co-producers
Swati Vinayak Saindane,

Anita Jadhav, Vinayak
Saidani, Kalpesh Shah,
Devyani Khorate, and Prem
Joshi, the film is further
elevated by the work of
DOP Nishant Bhagwat,
music composer Mangesh
Dhakde, editor Ashish
Mhatre, lyricist Shakeel
Azami, and sound designer
Anmol Bhave.

aa Inti Bangaaram’,
produced jointly by
Samantha, Raj
Nidimoru, and

Himank Duvurru under the
Tralala Pictures banner, is
all set for release on June 19.
Directed by Nandini Reddy,
the film features Samantha
in the lead role. The teaser
and trailer have already gen-
erated significant buzz
among audiences. As part of
the promotional campaign,
the makers organized a
grand pre-release celebra-
tion on Monday. Prominent
guests including producer
D. Suresh Babu, producer
Swapna Dutt, producer
Janhvi Narang, and director
Deva Katta attended the
event. Speaking at the event,
producer D. Suresh Babu
said, “I hope Samantha
achieves another major suc-
cess with ‘Maa Inti
Bangaaram.’ Samantha and
Nandini previously deliv-
ered a memorable success
with ‘Oh! Baby,’ and I wish
this film becomes an even
bigger hit. Raj and Himank
have worked extremely
hard on this project. The
film releases on June 19, and
I request everyone to watch
and support it.”
Samantha said, “I want to
ensure that my fans get to
see at least two films from
me every year. We have
made a wonderful film, and I
thoroughly enjoyed being a
part of it as an actor. Now, as
a producer, I understand the
challenges and responsibili-
ties involved. Our team has-
n’t slept properly over the
last week because everyone
has been working tirelessly.

Every department has
poured their heart and soul
into this film. Raj & DK and
Nandini Reddy have been
tremendous pillars of sup-
port. Raj & DK are among
the most hardworking peo-
ple I know. I thank all the
guests who came to support
us. I will always remain
grateful to my fans for con-
tinuing to shower me with
love. ‘Maa Inti Bangaaram,’
releasing on June 19, is a
film that will entertain and
connect with everyone.”
Producer Raj Nidimoru
said, “I thank Suresh garu,
Swapna, and Janhvi for
being here. The Telugu film
industry is filled with
immense passion and love.
Vasanth and Dharmendra
have been the pillars behind
‘Maa Inti Bangaaram.’
Through this journey, we
have had the opportunity to
work with several talented
artists and technicians.
Working with Nandini garu

was a wonderful experience.
While writing the film was
one challenge, Samantha’s
performance elevated it to
another level. She is an
exceptional actress. We
have worked on many Hindi
projects, but the kind of
excitement and response
this film is receiving is
something I have rarely wit-
nessed. I hope everyone
watches it on the very first
day.” Director Nandini
Reddy said, “Many of us
have been working around
the clock for the last few
days to bring this film to
audiences. This has been
possible only because of an
incredible team that never
stopped giving their best.
One of the greatest strengths
I have in this industry is the
friendships I’ve built over
the years. Working with Raj
was extremely easy and
enjoyable. Collaborating as
a team helped us learn a lot
from one another. I believe I

have delivered the best pos-
sible version of the film, just
as I promised. Himank car-
ried this project on his
shoulders. I also hope I have
lived up to the trust
Samantha placed in me.
Audiences will get to see a
version of Samantha unlike
ever before, ten times more
powerful than what they
have seen so far.”
Producer Janhvi Narang
said, “I’m delighted to be
part of this event. I have
always admired Nandini
Reddy’s filmmaking style.
This film feels like it was tai-
lor-made for Samantha.
Congratulations to the
entire team.” Producer
Swapna Dutt said, “The
trailer of ‘Maa Inti
Bangaaram’ looks fantastic.
Nandini Reddy is my first
best friend, and Raj is also
one of my earliest friends in
the industry. I strongly
believe this film is going to
be a blockbuster. We are also

re-entering film distribution
through this project.”
Mythri Movie Makers pro-
ducer Y. Ravi Shankar said,
“There is a special positive
vibration in the title ‘Maa
Inti Bangaaram’ itself.
Samantha is truly like gold
to all of us. Every film she
has done with our banner
has been a blockbuster,
which is why she has
become our own ‘Maa Inti
Bangaram.’ The action
sequences featuring
Samantha in a saree are
stunning. I was genuinely
surprised after watching the
teaser and trailer. The film
is expected to open big, and I
hope it becomes a massive
success.” Producer Himank
Duvurru said, “The moment
Raj narrated the story and
revealed the title, I could
already visualize the out-
come. Raj, Samantha, and I
initially worked on the proj-
ect together, and later
Vasanth, Nandini, and
many others joined the jour-
ney. I’m confident audiences
will thoroughly enjoy the
film when it releases on
June 19.” Director DK said,
“We have previously
worked with Samantha on
two series projects, and
every single time she has
given her absolute best. She
has done the same for this
film as well. After watching
the trailer, even I became
excited to see the final prod-
uct. I am eagerly waiting to
watch the film with audi-
ences. This is the first proj-
ect Raj has done without me
being directly involved, and
I sincerely wish the film
tremendous success.”

irat Karna is the hero of
the epic adventure
thriller 'Nagabandham
– The Secret Treasure'

directed by Abhishek Nama.
Kishore Annapureddy and
Nishitha Nagi Reddy have
produced this film on a huge
budget under the banner of
Nick Studios. Nabha Natesh,
Aishwarya Menen, Jagapathi
Babu, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rishabh Sawhney and other
key roles are playing in this
film. The promotional con-
tent that has already been
released has created a sensa-
tion across the country. The
film will be released world-
wide on July 3. On this occa-
sion, DOP S. Soundararajan
shared the features of the film
in a press conference.
How did you get involved in
the Nagabandham project?

-I had earlier done the film
Devil with Abhishek garu.
Since then, I have a very good
relationship with him.
Abhishek garu started this
story with a very big vision. I
got involved in this project
right from the script stage.
The idea of ??Nagabandham
excited all of us a lot. First, we
locked the story. Then we
planned how grand and
engaging it should be visual-
ly.

What part of the work did you
find challenging?
-I have done fantasy films
before. I have experience in
glamorizing and elevating the
visuals. But this film is very
special. This film was made in
a very natural style. I shot
each scene with natural light-
ing to immerse myself in the

story. I did not over-glamorize
or create unnecessary drama
anywhere.

It's a film with a very big
budget and VFX.. What kind

of challenge did you find as a
DOP?
-We use visual effects in two
ways. One is for grandeur, the
other is to make it seem real.
But making that visualization
look natural is a big task. It is
practically not possible to take
a lot of people and shoot in the
Himalayas. Visual effects are
useful in such a situation. But
making them look natural
and real is a very difficult
task. All the VFX in this film
are also very natural and real.

The visuals in this film all
look very real. What kkind of
groundwork did you do?
-The director, I and the art
director visited many temples
together. We visited the Sri 

Anantha
Padmanabhaswamy Temple
in Thiruvananthapuram. We

photographed every detail
there. Even though the film is
based on the same temple, we
named it "Srirangapuram".
We decided on the name to
combine the splendor of
Srirangam and
Thiruvananthapuram. We
did a lot of research on the
topics related to that temple.
Also, art director Ashok cre-
ated amazing sets. If you step
into the Anantha
Padmanabhaswamy Temple
set, you will feel like you have
actually entered a temple.
Every set was designed so
wonderfully. I have done big
films before. But I have never
done a film with such a huge
set. Lighting such a large set
and shooting at high speed is
very challenging work. The
shooting was done on a huge
scale.
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