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Indians among
13 killed in Qatar gas 
plant explosion

DOHA (TSIT): Indians were among 
13 workers killed and 66 others 
injured in an explosion at a gas 
facility in Qatar’s Ras Laffan 
Industrial City, authorities said 
on Monday. Qatar’s Energy 
Minister Saad Sherida al-Kaabi 
announced the casualties at a 
press conference in Doha, 
describing the incident as an 
accident. Al-Kaabi said the 
explosion and subsequent fire 
occurred at around 10:30 pm on 
Sunday at the Barzan local gas 
supply facility. He said there 
was no indication that the inci-
dent was the result of sabotage 
or any hostile activity.

SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER
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Total pilgrims : 90,072
Tonsures : 33,459
Hundi kanukalu : 4.08 CR 
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Medical treatment....3,295
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Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 15 H

Resolve PGRS petitions with a 
human-centric approach: CM Naidu

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES,
VISAKHAPATNAM:

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu directed officials to 
address all public grievanc-
es, including PGRS peti-
tions, with a humane and 
citizen-centric approach. 
He issued the instructions 
while reviewing the perfor-
mance of various depart-
ments from the RTGS 
Centre at the State 
Secretariat on Monday. 

The Chief Minister 
emphasized that employees 
and officials should develop 
soft skills and focus on 
resolving complaints by 
placing themselves in the 
position of the petitioners. 
Courteous interaction with 
citizens would help build 
public confidence in gover-
nance, he said. 

He also stressed the impor-
tance of field visits to under-
stand ground realities and 
make informed decisions. Mr. 

Naidu urged officials to 
remain vigilant against mis-
information campaigns and 
attempts to create social divi-
sions. He noted that several 
old criminal cases were being 
successfully traced and 
solved, sending a strong mes-
sage that offenders cannot 
escape punishment indefi-
nitely.The Chief Minister fur-
ther directed departments to 
expedite the establishment of 
a Quantum Park and a 

Semiconductor Park in the 
state. He called for greater 
focus on environmental sus-
tainability, including increas-
ing green cover, ensuring 
water security, conserving 
groundwater resources, and 
preventing river pollution. 
The review meeting was 
attended by Chief Secretary 
Sai Prasad, Director General 
of Police Harish Kumar 
Gupta, and senior officials 
from various departments.

Congress accuses Centre of 
inflating rural wage data

�NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Monday 
accused the Narendra 
Modi government of 
manipulating official data 
to create an impression of 
robust rural wage growth, 
alleging that changes in 
the methodology used for 
wage calculations had arti-
ficially inflated the figures 
while masking continued 
stagnation in real incomes.

In a statement, Ramesh 
claimed that the govern-
ment was repeating a pat-
tern that the Congress had 
earlier alleged in the case 
of employment statistics.

“In 2024, we had flagged 
that the Modi Government 
– through the RBI – had 
changed the definition of 
employment to show a 
boom in job creation, 
claiming the addition of 
168 million jobs since 
FY18. The leadership of the 
RBI was later rewarded for 
its efforts with plum post-
ings in the Modi 
Government,” he said.

The Congress leader 
argued that the govern-
ment was now attempting 
a similar exercise with 
rural wage data at a time 

when weak consumption 
demand and sluggish pri-
vate investment continued 
to weigh on economic 
growth. “We have consis-
tently flagged that the root 
cause of India’s economic 
slowdown is the stagna-
tion in real wages, which 
has weakened consump-
tion growth and deterred 
private investment. 

Unable to fix this original 
sin, the Modi Government 
is now ‘doctoring’ a rural 
wages boom,” Ramesh 
alleged.

According to him, offi-
cial data showed annual 
rural wage growth rising 
sharply from around six 
per cent to between 17 and 
18 per cent during the peri-
od from June 2025 to 

March 2026, while average 
daily wages reportedly 
increased by 12.7 per cent 
in a single month.

Ramesh contended that 
the apparent surge was the 
result of an undisclosed 
methodological revision 
by the Labour Bureau 
rather than a genuine 
improvement in earnings.

“This ‘boom’ in wages 
has been manufactured by 
a methodological change. 
The Labour Bureau – with-
out a press release or web-
site disclosure – adopted a 
new sampling framework, 
which brought in workers 
from many northeastern 
states, NCT Delhi, and Goa 
into the sample pool,” he 
said. He further claimed 
that the newly added 
regions, despite represent-
ing only a small fraction of 
the national workforce, 
had a disproportionately 
large influence on the sur-
vey results.

“Despite accounting for 
only around 1.2 per cent of 
India’s workforce, these 
new data collection points 
account for around 11 per 
cent of the total sample. 
Most importantly, their 
average wages run around 
50-55 per cent above the old 

sample because newly 
added regions have far less 
agricultural employment 
and more higher-skilled 
workforces,” Ramesh said.

The Congress leader 
maintained that a closer 
examination of the data 
suggested that actual wage 
growth remained weak.

“In reality, an analysis 
of wages data shows that 
the genuine wage growth 
would have been around 
4.3 per cent per annum – 
which is the weakest 
growth in four years,” he 
claimed.

Ramesh accused the 
government of manipulat-
ing statistics to project a 
more favourable picture of 
the economy, saying, “This 
is the entire political sci-
ence of data doctoring at 
play.” The remarks come 
amid an ongoing political 
debate over employment, 
wage growth and con-
sumption trends in the 
Indian economy, with the 
opposition repeatedly 
questioning the govern-
ment’s economic data and 
the Centre maintaining 
that its policies have 
strengthened growth, job 
creation and incomes 
across sectors.

18 killed in 
Lucknow fire
PM Modi, CM Yogi announce 
ex gratia for victims

LUCKNOW (TSIT) : 

At least 18 people, mostly aged 
between 20 and 24 years, were 
killed in a devastating fire that 
broke out in a three-storey com-
mercial building in Aliganj's 
Purania area of Lucknow on 
Monday. The building housed a 
coaching centre, gaming zone 
and other establishments.

The fire erupted in the after-
noon at the coaching centre and 
quickly spread through the 
structure, filling it with thick 
smoke and triggering panic 
among students and visitors. 
With exits blocked, several peo-
ple rushed to windows and roof-
tops, while some jumped from 
upper floors to escape, suffer-
ing serious injuries.Fire bri-
gade personnel, police and dis-
trict administration teams 
rushed to the spot and launched 

rescue operations. Rescue 
workers even drilled through a 
wall to create an emergency 
escape route for those trapped 
inside. Senior officials, includ-
ing the District Magistrate and 
Police Commissioner, super-
vised relief efforts.

Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath cut short his visit 
to Aligarh and returned to 
Lucknow to review the situa-
tion and meet the injured. He 
announced Rs.5 lakh compen-
sation for the families of the 
deceased and Rs.50,000 for the 
injured.Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expressed 
grief and announced Rs.2 lakh 
ex gratia from the PMNRF for 
the families of the deceased 
and Rs.50,000 for the injured. 
Authorities have launched an 
investigation into the cause of 
the fire.

CM Shivakumar accepts Kumaraswamy 
challenge on Bidadi project debate
BENGALURU (TSIT): 

Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister D. K. Shivakumar 
has invited Union Minister 
H. D. Kumaraswamy for a 
detailed discussion on the 
controversial Bidadi 
Township Project near 
Bengaluru. In a letter sent 
on Monday, Shivakumar 
asked Kumaraswamy and 
five members of his team 
to attend a meeting at 
Vidhana Soudha on June 
26 at 11 a.m.

The invitation comes in 
r e s p o n s e  t o 
Kumaraswamy’s chal-
lenge for a public debate on 

the township project, 
which has triggered politi-
cal controversy over the 
acquisition of agricultural 
land and alleged opposi-
tion from local farmers.

Earlier, Kumaraswamy 
claimed that farmers were 
against the project and 
challenged Shivakumar to 
publicly discuss the issue. 

He pointed out that women 
and senior citizens had 
been protesting against the 
project for more than 450 
days. The Union Minister 
also alleged that the proj-
ect would not benefit the 
public and announced 
plans to challenge it legal-
ly, stating that a legal team 
would soon move court 
with relevant documents.

While acknowledging 
that the township propos-
al originated during his 
tenure as Chief Minister, 
Kumaraswamy main-
tained that it never 
moved beyond the pre-
liminary stage.

UK PM 
Keir Starmer 
announces 
resignation
LONDON (TSIT): 
Keir Starmer on Monday 
announced that he is step-
ping down as the British 
Prime Minister and leader 
of the governing Labour 

Party. Making a 
statement out-
side 10 Downing 
Street, Starmer 
said that he will 

however remain in post as 
Prime Minister until a new 
Labour leader is chosen in 
the coming weeks. "The 
question my party is ask-
ing now is whether I am 
best placed to lead us into 
the next general election. 

OPERATION TIGER COMPLETE 

MUMBAI (TSIT): 

In a major political 
upheaval in Maharashtra, 
the Eknath Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena on Monday exe-
cuted “Operation Tiger,” 
engineering a split within 
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv 
Sena (UBT). Six Lok Sabha 
Members of Parliament 
(MPs) from the UBT fac-
tion have formally joined 
the Shinde camp.

The six rebel MPs include 
Omprakash Bhupalsinh 
alias Omraje Nimbalkar 
(Dharashiv/Osmanabad), 
Nagesh Bapurao Patil 
Ashtikar (Hingoli), Sanjay 
Haribhau Jadhav 
(Parbhani), Sanjay 
Uttamrao Deshmukh 
( Y a v a t m a l - W a s h i m ) , 
Bhausaheb Rajaram 
Wakchaure (Shirdi) and 
Sanjay Dina Patil (Mumbai 
North East).This develop-
ment reduces Shiv Sena 
UBT’s strength in the Lok 
Sabha from nine to three, 

while the Shinde faction’s 
tally rises from seven to thir-
teen. The remaining loyal-
ists with Uddhav Thackeray 
are Arvind Sawant (Mumbai 
South), Anil Desai (Mumbai 
South Central) and Rajabhau 
Waje (Nashik).

The cracks became evi-
dent when six of the nine 
UBT MPs skipped a crucial 
parliamentary party meet-
ing in Delhi. Speculation 
turned into reality as the 
rebel MPs sent a formal let-
ter to Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla, requesting recog-

nition as a separate group. 
By banding together as six, 
they bypassed the anti-defec-
tion law, which requires a 
minimum two-thirds major-
ity to split without disquali-
fication.Nagesh Ashtikar 
and Omraje Nimbalkar 
admitted that sitting in the 
Opposition for two years 
deprived their constituen-
cies of development funds. 
They noted that the Rs 5 
crore MPLAD scheme was 
restrictive and surviving 
without state-backed fund-
ing was crippling their 

grassroots influence.
Ashtikar said via 

Facebook Live that he held 
no personal malice toward 
Uddhav Thackeray but criti-
cised the “harsh, abusive 
language” and lack of trust 
displayed by senior leaders 
like Sanjay Raut after they 
skipped the Delhi meeting.

Omraje Nimbalkar’s 
defection followed a ses-
sions court acquitting the 
accused in the murder of 
his father, Pawanraje 
Nimbalkar. He said Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath 

Shinde and Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis facili-
tated a conversation with 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, assuring him that the 
CBI would appeal the ver-
dict on merit. Uddhav 
Thackeray has launched a 
statewide outreach cam-
paign to contain the dam-
age, starting from the reb-
els’ constituencies in 
Yavatmal, Washim and 
Hingoli. He accused the 
defectors of “selling them-
selves after increasing their 
value post-election.”

As six Uddhav Sena MPs join Shinde camp

Vance says Iran agrees 
to IAEA inspections

BURGENSTOCK (TSIT): 

US Vice President JD Vance 
said on Monday that Iran has 
agreed to allow inspectors 
from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) back into the country, 
describing the move as a 
major breakthrough in nego-
tiations aimed at permanent-
ly ending Tehran's nuclear 

weapons programme and 
reducing tensions across the 
Middle East. After a fresh 
round of talks in Burgenstock, 
Vance told reporters that the 
development was among the 
most significant achieve-
ments of negotiations involv-
ing the United States, Iran 
and regional partners.

“The Iranians have agreed 
to invite IAEA inspectors 
back into their country,” 
Vance asserted. “That is a 
major milestone for the 
American people, and the 
first step in permanently 
denuclearising or permanent-
ly ending a nuclear weapons 
programme in Iran.” 

NEW DELHI (TSIT) 
The trade deal with the United 
States (US) is taking a little lon-
ger to sign due to the 50 per cent 
tariff imposed on goods from 
the country, said union 
Minister for Commerce and 
Industry Piyush Goyal on 
Monday. While speaking at a 
media conclave, Goyal said, 

“India aims to gain preferential 
access through the trade pact 
with the US.”US Trade 
Representative Jamieson Greer 
and Piyush Goyal are set to hold 
two-day talks on the first phase 
of the bilateral trade agreement.
The US delegation visited India 
from June 1 to 4 to finalize the 
details of the interim trade 
agreement and take forward 
negotiations under the broader 
Bilateral Trade Agreement 
(BTA). The visit was aimed at 
finalizing the details of the 
interim agreement and advanc-
ing negotiations under the 
broader BTA across multiple 
areas such as market access, 
non-tariff measures, customs 
and trade facilitation.

US Trade Deal Delayed 

Over 50% Tariff: Goyal
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Secunderabad, June 22: 
South Central Railway 
(SCR) General Manager 
Sanjay Kumar Srivastava 
reviewed the zone’s pre-
paredness for safe train 
operations during the 
upcoming monsoon season 
at a safety review meeting 
held at Rail Nilayam, 
Secunderabad, on Sunday.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional General 
Manager Satya Prakash, 
Principal Heads of 
Departments and Divisional 
Railway Managers of 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad 
and Nanded divisions 
through video conferencing.
During the review, the 
General Manager directed 
officials to take preventive 
measures to ensure uninter-

rupted railway operations 
during heavy rains. He 
instructed field staff to 
undertake trimming of trees 
and branches near railway 
tracks to prevent accidents 
and disruptions. Officials 
were also asked to ensure 
the availability of GPS track-
ers for better monitoring 
and coordination of field 
activities.

Emphasizing electrical 
safety, Srivastava called for 
maintaining reliable power 
supply arrangements and 
preventing incidents such 
as electrical tripping and 
short circuits that could 
affect train services. He 
urged supervisors to remain 
vigilant and address opera-
tional issues promptly.

The General Manager 
also directed officials to con-
duct joint inspections of 
points and crossings, espe-
cially at vulnerable loca-
tions, and complete all pend-
ing maintenance and repair 
works without delay. He 
stressed the need for refresh-
er training programmes to 
keep employees updated on 
safety procedures and opera-
tional practices.

SCR reviews monsoon safety measures

Mahabubnagar, June 22 : 
Revenue Additional 
Collector J.L.B. Haripriya 
directed district officials to 
resolve complaints and peti-
tions received during the 
Prajavani programme with-
out delay.

During the Prajavani pro-
gramme held at the 
Collectorate conference hall 
on Monday, she personally 
received applications from 
the public. She listened 
attentively to the problems 
raised by the petitioners 
and assured them that each 
issue would be examined 
through the concerned 
departments and appropri-
ate action would be taken.

A total of 117 petitions 
were received by officials, 

covering departments 
including Municipal, 
District Civil Supplies, Land 
Survey Records, Housing, 
Education, Medical & 
Health, Revenue, Backward 
Classes Welfare, Rural 
Development, Tribal 
Development, and others.

The Additional Collector 
advised officials to pay spe-
cial attention to resolving 
public grievances and take 
action within the stipulated 

deadlines. She stated that 
the Prajavani programme 
plays a key role in deliver-
ing better governance to the 
people.The programme was 
attended by Land 
Acquisition Special Deputy 
Collector Ramreddy, 
Assistant Collector (Under 
Trainee) Sai Shivani, DRO 
A. Nirmala, ZPCEO, 
In-charge DPO Venkat 
Reddy, and various district 
department heads.

117 petitions received at Prajavani

Mahabubnagar, June 22: 
State Animal Husbandry, 
Dairy Development, 
Fisheries, Sports and 
Youth Services Minister 
Vakiti Srihari laid the 
foundation stone for sports 
infrastructure projects 
worth Rs.12.53 crore at the 
Indoor Stadium grounds 
in Mahabubnagar on 
Monday and urged youth 
to stay away from drugs 
and embrace sports.
The Minister, along with 
Government Whip and 
Mahabubnagar MLA 
Yennam Srinivas Reddy, 
launched the works being 
undertaken through the 

Telangana State Sports 
Authority.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Srihari said Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy is giving top priori-

ty to sports development 
and creating world-class 
facilities for athletes. The 
projects include a 400-
metre eight-lane synthetic 
athletics track of interna-

tional standards at a cost 
of Rs.10.70 crore, four open 
gyms costing Rs.1 crore, 
an indoor gym worth Rs.51 
lakh and additional facili-
ties including a women’s 
athletics hostel.

The Minister said sports 
are a powerful tool for 
transforming lives and 
called upon youngsters to 
develop discipline through 
sports. He noted that near-
ly Rs.80 crore has already 
been allocated for sports 
development in the com-
bined Palamuru district 
and assured that addition-
al funds would be provided 
if required.

Rs.12.53 crore sports works launched in Mahabubnagar
Hyderabad, June 22: Senior 
journalist and Hyderabad 
Press Club President Srigiri 
Vijay Kumar Reddy has been 
elected as the National Vice-
President of the newly 
formed Press Clubs 
Federation of India (PCFI), 
representing South India as a 
founding member.

The federation brings 
together leading press clubs 
from across the country, 
including those from New 
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, Chandigarh, Indore, 
Guwahati and Agartala, with 
the objective of strengthen-
ing the journalism fraternity 
and promoting the welfare of 
media professionals.

Vijay Kumar Reddy’s elec-
tion to the prestigious post has 
been widely welcomed by jour-
nalists and media organiza-
tions. With nearly three decades 
of experience in Telugu journal-
ism, he has served in various 

capacities and earned recogni-
tion for his contributions to the 
profession.Known for his active 
role in journalist welfare and 
media-related initiatives, Vijay 
Kumar Reddy has been associ-
ated with several efforts aimed 

at strengthening press institu-
tions and safeguarding the 
interests of journalists.His 
appointment as National Vice-
President is expected to enhance 
the representation of South 
Indian journalists at the nation-
al level and contribute to the 
growth and development of the 
newly established federation.
Members of the Hyderabad Press 
Club and journalists from vari-
ous media organizations congrat-
ulated Vijay Kumar Reddy on his 
election and expressed confi-
dence that his experience and 
leadership would help strength-
en the Press Clubs Federation of 
India and further the cause of the 
journalism community across 
the country.

Vijay Kumar Reddy elected PCFI Vice-President

Hyderabad, June 22: 
Doctors at Medicover 
Woman & Child Hospitals 
successfully performed a 
complex laparoscopic sple-
nectomy on a seven-year-
old boy suffering from a 
rare medical condition 
that had severely affected 
his growth and overall 
health.

Master Yashwanth from 
Kothur was diagnosed 
with Extra Hepatic Portal 
Vein Obstruction 
(EHPVO), severe portal 
hypertension, massive 
splenomegaly, hypersplen-
ism and severe anemia. 
Due to the prolonged ill-
ness, the child’s physical 
development was signifi-
cantly delayed, making 
him appear much younger 
than his actual age.
Medical examinations 
revealed that Yashwanth 
had an enlarged spleen 
measuring 17 cm, a criti-
cally low hemoglobin level 
of 6 g/dL and a markedly 
reduced white blood cell 
count. Doctors said these 

complications were affect-
ing his immunity, nutri-
tion and growth.The sur-
gery was particularly chal-
lenging because the 
enlarged spleen occupied 
most of the abdominal cav-
ity and was surrounded by 
extensive collateral blood 
vessels, increasing the risk 
of bleeding. Despite these 
difficulties, the surgical 
team successfully complet-
ed the procedure using 
minimally invasive lapa-
roscopic techniques with-
out converting to open sur-
gery.

Dr. Kishore Reddy, 
Liver Transplant Surgeon, 

described the operation as 
one of the most technically 
demanding pediatric sple-
nectomy cases. Senior 
Paediatric Surgeon Dr. 
Madhumohan Reddy said 
the child’s growth retarda-
tion was a major concern 
and expressed confidence 
that his growth and over-
all development would 
improve significantly after 
surgery.

The child is recovering 
well under medical super-
vision, and doctors expect 
substantial improvement 
in his health, immunity 
and physical growth in the 
coming months.

Rare disorder surgery restores 
child’s growth hopes

Hyderabad, June 22: The 
Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Development Authority 
(HMDA) conducted a pre-
bid meeting for the pro-
posed Mokila Layout at 
the project site on Monday, 
attracting an enthusiastic 
response from prospective 
bidders ahead of the 
upcoming e-auction.

More than 200 partici-
pants attended the interac-
tive session, with over 150 
prospective bidders taking 
part in discussions on var-
ious aspects of the project. 
The meeting was orga-
nized to provide detailed 

information about the lay-
out and clarify queries 
related to planning, devel-
opment works and the 
e-auction process.

Deputy Collector Y. 
Sudarshan briefed partici-
pants on the key features 
of the Mokila Layout and 
addressed questions raised 
by bidders. Chief Planning 
Officer A. Ravinder Reddy 
explained the planning 
aspects and development 
proposals associated with 
the project.

Representing MSTC, 
Siddarth provided details 
on the e-auction proce-

dure, registration process 
and participation guide-
l ines.  HMDA 
Superintending Engineer 
Appa Rao elaborated on 
the infrastructure and 
development works under-
taken at the site and 
responded to technical 
queries.

A detailed presentation 
on the layout’s unique fea-
tures and investment 
potential was delivered by 
Kalyan, representative of 
KPMG, through a 
PowerPoint presentation.

The meeting concluded 
successfully with partici-
pants expressing strong 
interest in the project and 
the forthcoming e-auction 
scheduled for June 29 and 
30, 2026. HMDA officials 
said the overwhelming 
response reflects growing 
public interest in the 
Mokila Layout and confi-
dence in the authority’s 
planned urban develop-
ment initiatives.

HMDA holds pre-bid meeting 
for Mokila layout

Hyderabad (TSIT): Roads 
& Buildings Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy said the department 
is fully prepared to tackle 
monsoon-related challeng-
es and ensure uninterrupt-
ed road connectivity 
across Telangana.

Reviewing monsoon 
preparedness, the Minister 
directed officials to remain 
on high alert and imple-
ment a comprehensive 
Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) to man-
age flood-related situa-
tions. Engineers and field 
staff have been instructed 
to stay available round-
the-clock from June to 
October.

The department has 
arranged emergency 
equipment, including 
JCBs, de-watering pumps, 
sandbags and construction 
materials, while vulnera-
ble roads, bridges and 
flood-prone areas will be 
continuously monitored. 
Officials have also been 
asked to identify alterna-

tive traffic routes and coor-
dinate with other depart-
ments.

A colour-coded alert sys-
tem has been introduced, 
with special measures dur-
ing Yellow, Orange and 
Red alerts. The R&B 
Headquarters Control 
Room in Hyderabad will 
function throughout the 
monsoon season with 
daily monitoring reports 
from field officers.

The Minister said the 
department’s priority is to 
minimise flood damage, 
restore connectivity quick-
ly and provide timely 
assistance to the public 
during emergencies.

R&B department 
ready for monsoon

Villagers demand closure 
of polluting industry

Sangareddy, June 22: Villagers of 
Nandikandi in Sadasivpet mandal 
staged a protest in front of the 
Bluecraft industry on Monday, 
alleging that pollution from the fac-
tory is causing serious health and 
environmental problems. They 
claimed that smoke, dust and foul 
odours from the unit are affecting 
residents, particularly children.

Village leader Rajender Reddy 
alleged that industrial effluents are 
contaminating borewells, ponds and 
nearby water bodies, impacting agri-
culture and fishermen’s livelihoods. 
He also claimed that wastewater is 
being discharged into a canal con-
nected to the Manjeera River.The 
protesters accused Pollution Control 
Board officials of ignoring repeated 
complaints and favouring the indus-
try. They demanded immediate clo-
sure of the factory and action against 
officials allegedly responsible for 
failing to address the issue. Villagers 
also sought intervention from 
TGICC Chairperson Nirmala 
Jaggareddy to resolve the matter.

Hyderabad, TSIT :Telangana 
Jagruthi founder-president has 
been invited to the inaugural 
ceremony of Women 
Empowerment Telugu 
Association (WETA) India, a 
platform dedicated to women's 
empowerment, leadership 
development and social 
advancement. WETA Founder 
and Chairperson met Kavitha 
and formally handed over the 
invitation for the launch event 
scheduled to be held in 
Hyderabad.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Jhansi Rajender Reddy said 
WETA, which has been suc-
cessfully promoting women's 
empowerment initiatives in the 
United States, is now expand-
ing its activities to India. She 
emphasized that the organisa-
tion's programmes are non-
political and aimed at bringing 
together women from all walks 
of life to encourage leadership, 

self-confidence and community 
development.

Kavitha welcomed the initia-
tive and said that programmes 
focused on women's empower-
ment play a vital role in the 
progress of society. She appre-
ciated WETA's efforts to nur-
ture leadership qualities 
among women and create plat-
forms that inspire confidence 
and participation in public life.

Expressing her best wishes 
for the organisation's future 
activities, Kavitha hoped that 
WETA India would make a 
meaningful contribution to the 
advancement of women across 
different sectors.  WETA India 
inaugural programme will be 
held on June 24 at 10 a.m. at in 
Hyderabad. Prominent 
women leaders, social activ-
ists and representatives of 
various women's organisa-
tions are expected to partici-
pate in the event.

Kalvakuntla Kavitha Invited to 
WETA India Launch Event

Students urged to 
stay away from drugs

Mancherial, June 22: Deputy 
Commissioner of Police A. Bhaskar 
urged students to stay away from 
narcotic substances and develop 
the courage to say “No” to harmful 
influences. He was speaking at an 
anti-drug awareness programme 
held at Vishwa Shanthi Kerala 
School in Srirampur on Monday.

The programme was organised 
as part of Anti-Drug Awareness 
Week. Bhaskar warned that drug 
addiction can affect mental health, 
family life and society. He advised 
students to avoid experimenting 
with cigarettes and other intoxi-
cants and encouraged them to 
report suspicious drug-related 
activities to the police through Dial 
100. Police officials, teachers and 
students attended the programme.

Khammam (TSIT): People 
faced hardships during the 
previous regime, while the 
present Congress govern-
ment is ensuring that wel-
fare benefits reach every 
household, Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka said on 
Monday.

Addressing a review meet-
ing of Mahila Congress lead-
ers in Khammam, Bhatti 
said the government was 

committed to the welfare of 
the poor and the empower-
ment of women. He high-
lighted the implementation 
of the Indiramma Housing 
Scheme, enhanced health-
care coverage under Rajiv 
Aarogyasri and interest-free 
loans for women self-help 
groups.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said the government had 
sanctioned 4.5 lakh houses 
under the Indiramma 

Housing Scheme and was 
providing financial assis-
tance of Rs 5 lakh to eligible 
beneficiaries. He added that 
the Aarogyasri health insur-
ance limit had been 
increased to Rs 10 lakh and 
that Rs 67,000 crore in inter-
est-free loans had been dis-
bursed to women’s groups 
over the past 30 months.

Referring to Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s 
proposed visit to 
Chinthakani on June 30, 
Bhatti called upon Congress 
workers to make the public 
meeting a historic success. 
He said the Chief Minister 
would release Rythu 
Bharosa assistance to farm-
ers across the state during 
the programme, which is 
expected to draw around 
two lakh people. 

People suffered under past rule

Wanaparthy, June 22: 
Telangana State Housing 
Corporation Managing 
Director V.P. Gautam, 
along with District 
Collector Adarsh Surabhi, 
inspected the Chityala dou-
ble-bedroom housing colo-
ny on Monday and 
reviewed the facilities 
available to residents.The 
officials examined infra-
structure and directed 

municipal and public 
health authorities to 
improve basic amenities. 
Residents complained 
about illegal occupation of 
government land within 
the colony, prompting the 
MD to order immediate 
action. Villagers also 
requested an Anganwadi 
Centre and a Primary 
Health Centre, and officials 
assured necessary steps.

Housing MD inspects Chityala 
double-bedroom colony

Madhira, June 22: Former 
minister Puvvada Ajay 
Kumar, Rajya Sabha MP 
Vaddiraju Ravichandra and 
MLC Tata Madhusudhan 
alleged that the Congress 
government in Telangana 
has failed to fulfil its election 
guarantees and neglected 
farmers and common peo-
ple.Addressing a BRS work-
ers’ meeting in Madhira on 

Monday, they claimed that 
schemes such as Rythu 
Bandhu and Rythu Bima 
had been weakened under 
the present government. 

The leaders alleged delays in 
investment support, insur-
ance benefits, fertiliser sup-
ply and paddy procurement. 
They also said key welfare 
promises, including assis-
tance for women, enhanced 
pensions and unemploy-
ment allowance, remain 
unfulfilled, and urged party 
workers to strengthen the 
BRS at the grassroots level.

Congress failed to fulfil promises: BRS leaders
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Tamil Nadu

Farmers need complete loan
 waiver like Maharashtra, says 
PMK MLA Sowmiya Anbumani

CHENNAI: Pattali Makkal 
Katchi (PMK) MLA 
Sowmiya Anbumani on 
Monday called for a com-
plete waiver of agricultur-
al loans in Tamil Nadu, 
citing the financial hard-
ships faced by farmers and 
rising farmer suicides.

Participating in the 
debate on the Governor's 
Address in the Assembly, 
she also thanked the state 
government for announc-
ing a caste-based census 
and pressed for stronger 
action against crimes tar-
geting women and chil-
dren. MLA Sowmiya 
Anbumani extended her 
birthday greetings to the 
Chief Minister and 
expressed her gratitude to 
PMK founder S Ramadoss 
and party president 
Anbumani Ramadoss.

She said that any object 
placed in a room would 
only fill a part of it, but 
lighting a candle would 
illuminate the entire 
room. Likewise, the 

announcement in the 
Governor's Address that a 
caste-based census would 
be conducted has brought 
great happiness. On behalf 
of the PMK, she expressed 
her sincere thanks for this 
announcement.

She stated that PMK's 
core ideology is social jus-
tice and social harmony. 
Referring to the 
Governor's Address, 
which mentioned the 
farming community, she 
said that PMK regards 
farmers as gods.

She noted that while 
most people avoid going 

outdoors in the scorching 
heat, farmers continue to 
work. Similarly, they toil 
even during the rainy sea-
son. Soumiya Anbumani 
criticised the current sys-
tem of crop damage assess-
ment, saying that when 
crops are submerged in 
floods, officials often do 
not conduct immediate 
field inspections. Instead, 
assessments are carried 
out using drones, some-
times only after two days. 
By then, she questioned 
how the actual extent of 
waterlogging could be 
accurately determined.

Woman, lover sentenced 
to life in prison for mur-
dering son in Coimbatore 
She further said that pro-
curement centres use 
standard measuring 
instruments to assess pro-
duce. Once the assessment 
is completed, farmers are 
often left waiting in the 
sun and rain with their 
produce bags for extended 
periods. 

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Assembly witnessed a sharp 
political exchange on Monday 
as Leader of Opposition and 
DMK leader Udayanidhi Stalin 
raised questions over gover-
nance, welfare schemes, power 
supply and administrative pri-
orities, alongside a heated dis-
cussion on protocol related to 
the Tamil and National 
Anthem. TN Assembly: No 
mocking of fellow legislators in 
House, warns Speaker 
Prabhakar

Udayanidhi Stalin said the 
Opposition was "disappointed" 
as no new announcements or 
welfare schemes were expected 
for the people.

"We were waiting whether 
any new schemes and good 
things for people in the past 40 
days, but we are disappointed," 
he said in the Assembly.

A key flashpoint in the House 
emerged over the singing of the 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu and the 
National Anthem at the start 
and end of the session. 
Udayanidhi Stalin objected to 
the repetition of the National 
Anthem, questioning the proto-
col. "As we appealed and asked, 
you made the Tamil Anthem be 

sung first, which is right. But 
why is the National Anthem 
sung twice is what we ask," he 
said. Responding to the objec-
tion, Tamil Nadu Assembly 
Speaker JCD Prabakar said he 
did not find any issue in sing-
ing the National Anthem. "I 
don't know what is wrong with 
singing the National Anthem. 
We made the Tamil Anthem 
sung first. If the Tamil Anthem 
is sung next, then it can be 
questioned," he said, adding 
that Assembly proceedings 
were being conducted as per 
established rules.

After this, Tamil Nadu 

Minister Aadhav Arjun said, 
"For the last two to three years, 
the Tamil Anthem has not been 
sung properly before the 
Governor. We had to make 
hard compromises. There is no 
compromise that has hap-
pened." Responding to this, 
Udayanidhi Stalin said, "I 
appreciate the singing of the 
Tamil Anthem. If the National 
Anthem is sung two times, 
then the Tamil Anthem should 
have been sung three times." 
Meanwhile, the Speaker said, 
"According to this Assembly, 
due respect is being given, and 
the Assembly proceedings are 

being conducted as per the 
rules laid down by the Speaker 
and as per established proce-
dures." Furthermore, raising 
governance issues, Udayanidhi 
Stalin criticised the adminis-
tration over power supply dis-
ruptions, alleging worsening 
conditions in the state. "Within 
one month, we cannot change 
the state," he said, adding that 
there was a "new habit of stick-
ing labels on schemes brought 
by us and claiming them as 
first-time initiatives."

He also raised concerns over 
the proposed privatisation of 
sanitation work and demanded 
clarification from the Chief 
Minister during his address.

On welfare schemes, he 
appreciated the government 
for continuing certain initia-
tives, including the expansion 
of the morning breakfast 
scheme up to Class 8. He also 
thanked the government for 
the correct implementation of 
women's financial assistance 
schemes. However, he ques-
tioned reports of discontinua-
tion of the "Naan Mudhalvan" 
skill development scheme, stat-
ing that thousands of students 
had benefited from it. 

TN Assembly: LoP Udayanidhi Stalin questions governance, 
raises issues over anthem protocol, power cuts, welfare 

TN Assembly: No mocking of fellow legislators in House
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 

Assembly Speaker JCD Prabhakar 
on Monday cautioned members 
against using inappropriate facial 
expressions to mock fellow legisla-
tors during House proceedings, 
warning that strict action would be 
taken if such behaviour continued.

New police commissioners for 
Madurai, Tirupur, Salem; new offi-
cers posted in Chennai police's top 
level Making a statement in the 
Assembly, the Speaker referred to 
incidents that allegedly took place 
during Friday's session and said 
certain members had mocked oth-
ers through their facial expres-
sions while debates were under 

way. "Some members made inap-
propriate facial expressions direct-
ed at fellow legislators.

Videos of such conduct have 

gone viral on social media plat-
forms. Such behaviour is unbecom-
ing of members and lowers the 
dignity of this prestigious House," 

Prabhakar said. The Speaker 
stressed that all members, irrespec-
tive of party affiliation, were 
expected to maintain decorum and 
uphold the traditions and dignity 
of the Assembly.

DMK skips MLAs induction; 
Speaker hails ‘Vijay model’ "The 
Assembly is a respected democrat-
ic institution. Members should 
refrain from any conduct that may 
bring disrepute to the House or 
undermine its dignity," he said. 
Issuing a stern warning, Prabhakar 
said he would not hesitate to initi-
ate appropriate action against 
members if such incidents were 
repeated in future sessions. 

New molecule OLE offers hope in 
Alzheimer’s treatment by restoring 

brain defence system
Scientists in Spain and 
Switzerland have identi-
fied a new experimental 
molecule that could help 
restore the brain’s natu-
ral defence system 
against Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, offering a potential 
new approach for future 
therapies.

The molecule, named 
OLE, was found to 
“reprogram” microglia 
— the immune cells of 
the brain — helping them 
regain their protective 
functions. Researchers 
found that the treatment 
reduced the buildup of 
toxic beta-amyloid 
plaques and improved 
memory performance in 
Alzheimer’s disease 
models.

The study was led by 
Jose Vicente Sanchez 
Mut from the Institute 
for Neurosciences (IN), a 
joint centre of the 
Spanish National 
Research Council (CSIC) 
and Miguel Hernandez 
University of Elche 
(UMH), along with 
Johannes Graff of the 
École Polytechnique 
Federale de Lausanne 
(EPFL). The findings 
were published in the 
journal Cell Death and 
Disease.

Researchers found that 
OLE helps microglia 
move towards beta-amy-

loid plaques, surround 
them and reduce their 
harmful impact on near-
by brain cells. In animal 
experiments, the treat-
ment also improved per-
formance in memory-
related tests.

Alzheimer’s disease is 
characterised by the 
accumulation of beta-
amyloid plaques in the 
brain. Normally, microg-
lia help clear these harm-
ful deposits, but as the 
disease progresses, these 
immune cells lose their 
effectiveness and may 
contribute to further 
brain damage.

The researchers dis-
covered that OLE, a mol-
ecule produced by the 

PM20D1 gene, can restore 
microglia to a more pro-
tective state. After treat-
ment, the cells became 
more active in clearing 
plaques and formed pro-
tective barriers around 
them, reducing damage 
to surrounding neurons.

“One of the most sig-
nificant findings is that 
we have identified a mol-
ecule capable of restor-
ing microglia’s protec-
tive function,” Sanchez 
Mut said, adding that the 
findings suggest the 
impaired state of these 
cells in Alzheimer’s 
could potentially be 
reversed. To test the mol-
ecule, scientists used 
genetically modified 

worms and mouse mod-
els of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. In worms produc-
ing beta-amyloid, OLE 
reduced toxic protein 
buildup and improved 
movement. In mice treat-
ed with the molecule for 
three months, research-
ers observed improved 
memory performance 
and fewer beta-amyloid 
plaques compared to 
untreated animals.

Further analysis using 
single-cell studies 
showed that microglia 
were the cells most 
strongly affected by OLE. 
The treatment activated 
pathways linked to 
plaque removal and 
helped the cells move 
towards damaged areas.

“Single-cell analysis 
allowed us to determine 
that microglia were the 
cells that responded most 
strongly to the treat-
ment,” said Victoria 
Pozzi, the first author of 
the study.

Additional laboratory 
tests showed that microg-
lia treated with OLE 
were more effective at 
removing beta-amyloid 
deposits. Experiments 
involving neurons also 
indicated that OLE could 
improve cell survival 
under Alzheimer’s-like 
conditions.

The discovery has 
been protected through 
two European patents, 
including one owned by 
CSIC, strengthening its 
potential for future 
development into thera-
peutic applications. 
Researchers said fur-
ther studies will be 
needed before the mole-
cule can be considered 
for human treatment, 
but the findings open a 
promising new direc-
tion in Alzheimer’s 
research.

Sindhu Hospitals Organises Mega Blood Donation Drive; 

Collects 1000 Units to Support Government Hospitals

Hyderabad, 22 June 
2026: Sindhu Hospitals, 
HITEC City, Hyderabad, 
successfully organised a 
Mega Blood Donation 
Drive, to collect over 
1000 units of blood in a 
single drive. The initia-
tive was conducted to 
raise awareness among 
the public, especially the 
youth, about the impor-
tance of voluntary blood 
donation and its critical 
role in saving lives.

The drive witnessed 
active participation 
from employees of 
Sindhu Hospitals and 
the Hetero Group of 
Companies, along with 
volunteers and members 
of the public. The initia-
tive was led under the 
guidance of Dr. M. 
Parthasaradhi Reddy, 
Chairman, Sindhu 
Hospitals and Chairman, 
Hetero Group of 
Companies, who has 
consistently encouraged 
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n 
healthcare initiatives. 
The drive was inaugu-
rated by Mr. M. Srinivas 
Reddy, Managing 
Director, Hetero 
Healthcare.

Blood remains one of 
the most vital resources 
in healthcare. Patients 
living with conditions 
such as thalassemia, 
sickle cell anemia, leuke-
mia, and various can-
cers rely on regular 
blood transfusions for 

survival. A steady blood 
supply is also essential 
for treating victims of 
road traffic accidents, 
severe burns, trauma 
cases, major surger-
ies, and other medi-
cal emergencies.

To help address 
blood shortages in 
public healthcare 
institutions, the 
blood collected dur-
ing the drive was 
supplied to major 
government hospi-
tals, including 
Osmania General 
Hospital, Gandhi 
Hospital, Nizam's 
Institute of Medical 
Sciences, and MNJ 
Institute of Oncology 
and Regional Cancer 
Centre. The contri-
bution will support 
patients requiring 
urgent transfusions 
and critical care 
treatment across 
these institutions.

The Mega Blood 
Donation Drive 
reflects Sindhu 
Hospitals' commit-
ment to promoting 
voluntary blood 
donation, strength-
ening public health-
care systems, and 
ensuring the avail-
ability of lifesaving 
blood for patients in 
need. The initiative 
also served as a plat-
form to educate com-
munities on the 

ongoing need for blood 
donations and the sig-
nificant impact a single 
donation can have on 
saving multiple lives.

About Sindhu 
H o s p i t a l s
Located in HITEC City, 
Hyderabad, Sindhu 
Hospitals is one of 
India's largest not-for-
profit cancer-focused 
multi-super speciality 
hospitals. Spread across 
2.2 million square feet 
with 18 floors, the hospi-
tal offers comprehensive 
care across more than 30 
specialties, supported by 
advanced diagnostics, 
state-of-the-art infra-
structure, cutting-edge 
technology, and a highly 
experienced team of spe-
cialists dedicated to 
delivering compassion-
ate and accessible 
healthcare.

Access to clean water a fundamental right, says 
Bombay HC; flags scarcity in Maharashtra

MUMBAI: Access to clean and pota-
ble water is a fundamental right, the 
Bombay High Court on Monday said 
while expressing concern over water 
scarcity in the state, and sought to 
know from the government when the 
issue would be resolved.

A bench of Justices A S Gadkari 
and Kamal Khata was hearing a 
bunch of petitions over the issue of 
deaths of infants, pregnant and lactat-
ing mothers due to malnutrition in 
the tribal Melghat area of Amravati 
district in the Vidarbha region.The 
court was informed that amid soaring 

summer temperatures, the area was 
severely affected due to a shortage of 
clean and potable water. In the last 
hearing in April, the court was 
informed that 13 persons had died 
in the area due to consumption of 
contaminated water. The govern-
ment informed the bench on 
Monday that potable water tankers 
were being provided periodically, 
but the petitioners said the supply 
was erratic.The high court then 
said the government was not doing 
any "favours" by providing water 
tankers.

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE IS 
CHARACTERISED BY THE 
ACCUMULATION OF BETA-

AMYLOID PLAQUES IN 
THE BRAIN. NORMALLY, 

MICROGLIA HELP CLEAR 
THESE HARMFUL DEPOS-
ITS, BUT AS THE DISEASE 

PROGRESSES, THESE 
IMMUNE CELLS LOSE 

THEIR EFFECTIVENESS 
AND MAY CONTRIBUTE TO 

FURTHER BRAIN DAM-
AGE.
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Edit

In the bazaars of Mughal India, the muhtasib walked
the lanes each morning with a unique authority. He
carried no sword but only a set of weights and a prac-
tised eye. His tasks were unglamorous such as to
check that the trader's scale was honest, that the ghee
remained free of any added fat, that the silk sold as
Banarasi was genuine, rather than cheaper cloth
dressed up in a better story. He was, in effect, the
guarantor of trust in a marketplace where the buyer
could rarely verify the seller's claim alone.
Civilisations have always needed someone whose job
is to notice when something has been quietly substi-
tuted for something else. I think of the muhtasib often
now, watching my own generation try to find its place
in a marketplace flooded with artificial intelligence.
The bazaar before optimisation Gen X built its
instincts in a market that had yet to be engineered.
We grew up before the feed was curated, before the
search result was personalised, before recommenda-
tion became a science. Trust then was earned the
slow way, through repetition, through reputation,
through a neighbour's word. That apprenticeship in
unmediated trust is, oddly, the asset AI finds hardest
to replicate or erode in us. We remember what it
costs to fake it, because we watched people try and
fail at it long before software made faking effortless.
Fluency mistaken for judgement The generation
entering workplaces today is dazzlingly fluent with
these tools. They work faster, are less intimidated,
and feel unburdened by our scepticism. That said, flu-
ency and judgement are different inheritances entire-
ly. Those who have never known an unoptimised
world tend to mistake an answer that sounds confi-
dent for an answer that is correct. AI, like the clever-
est trader in the bazaar, is built to please the cus-
tomer first and serve the truth second. Without a
muhtasib's eye, you will buy the cloth at the price of
silk. The discipline of doubt What Gen X carries is
calibration, more than nostalgia. We came of age
watching technology overpromise and quietly fail.
We encountered systems that misled, tools that broke
exactly when they were needed, claims that crumbled
on contact with reality. That history bred a habit of
verification that is now, unexpectedly, a competitive
advantage. Doubt, applied with craft rather than cyn-
icism, is the only adulteration test that still works on
a machine built to sound certain. Taste resists
automation AI has already swallowed the blank page
as also the throat-clearing first draft every brand
used to pay weeks for. That is a liberation disguised
as loss. It frees the marketer for the part of the craft
that was always human in the form of curation,
restraint, the editing out of ninety per cent of what is
merely fluent so that the ten per cent that is true can
be heard. Taste is a slower, more deliberate refusal. It
is the opposite of a faster output. Bad is detected by
everyone. It's the "good enough" that passes through
and ruins standards. That's the advantage of being
older in a manic, young world That's also the X, Y
and Z of it.

Around six dozen tea indus-
tries in eastern Nepal are at
risk of closure because India
has implemented a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
that makes quality testing
for tea exported from Nepal
mandatory. Tea entrepre-
neurs argue that the time
needed to meet these new
requirements has signifi-
cantly raised business risks.
Although India introduced
the new testing system on
May 1, the issue gained
wider attention a few days
after Rabi Lamichhane,
chairperson of the ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party
and Foreign Minister
Shishir Khanal visited India.
It has led to questions being
raised about the much-publi-
cised “breakthrough” in
bilateral relations the visit
was expected to bring in.
Bilateral trade is not a mat-
ter of merely calculating
profits and losses; it is also
an essential requirement to
maintain continuity in rela-
tions between two nations.
Every country has its own
trade laws and regulations,
which should help both sides
manage potential challenges
and disadvantages.
However, not all difficulties
can be addressed solely by
policies and rules – practical
considerations must also be
taken into account.
The crisis created by the
India’s SOP reflects the need
for such practicality.
Industry stakeholders in
Nepal cite the two-week time
for test reports as an imprac-
ticable risk to their business
since sales are not permitted
during this period. And if
samples fail, the tea must be
destroyed or returned.
Globally, relations between
countries are increasingly
shaped by geo-economics,
economic partnerships and
trade rather than by ideolo-
gy, philosophy, politics or
geopolitics alone. National
security remains a top prior-
ity in mutual relations, fol-
lowed closely by physical
infrastructure and connec-
tivity. Over and above these,

economic growth, invest-
ment and employment
opportunities, trade and
commerce, supply chains,
monetary policy and value
chains play a key role in
shaping the foundation and
future direction of interna-
tional relations. India and
Nepal are not only friendly
neighboring countries but
major trading partners.
India accounts for about 65%
of Nepal’s foreign trade. It is
the principal trading partner
in terms of both imports and
exports. Nepal’s geography,
surrounded by India on
three sides and sharing a dif-
ficult mountainous border
with its northern neighbour,
has made its trade relation-
ship with India particularly
intensive. Though China is
Nepal’s second-largest trad-
ing partner in terms of
imports, its export potential
towards China are limited.
Thus, a distant-sky neigh-
bour, the United States, has
remained our second-largest
export market.
Nepal’s relationship with
India is naturally close,

shaped by geographical
accessibility, ease of move-
ment, shared cultural and
civilisational heritage and
strong people-to-people con-
nections. This reality makes
Nepal’s trade relationship
with India unique. For
decades, Nepal has main-
tained a stable exchange rate
with India, which has
ensured both monetary sta-
bility and trade predictabili-
ty. While exchange rate
adjustments are sometimes
discussed, businesses,
investors and consumers in
both countries understand
the uncertainty such
changes could introduce. In
this sense, the fixed
exchange rate system serves
as an advantage for Nepal’s
economy rather than a con-
straint.

CChallenges come with oppor-
tunities
Indeed, deep and extensive
relationships often bring
challenges along with oppor-
tunities. Greater closeness
can also create new complex-
ities. For this reason, bilater-

al agreements, understand-
ings, laws and established
practices need regular
review and continuous
improvement. Problems in
trade processes do not neces-
sarily reflect strained rela-
tions but may simply indi-
cate a lack of readiness for
smooth and efficient facilita-
tion. This reality should be
understood in the context of
Nepal-India economic rela-
tions. The open border
between both countries also
strengthens daily economic
engagement, continuing a
centuries-old economic and
trade ties. Both sides should
work to further modernise,
upgrade and adapt this rela-
tionship to contemporary
needs while improving ease
of cooperation. Based on my
long experience working
with the Federation of
Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FNCCI), as well as its stud-
ies and findings over time, I
believe both governments
should focus on six key areas
to facilitate trade more effec-
tively.

Infrastructure at border
points
Physical infrastructure
along the Nepal-India border
is inadequately developed
and yet to be modernised.
While the open border and
bilateral agreements facili-
tate cross border movement,
there is a growing need to
develop roads and bridges
that accommodate freight,
large lorries and trucks.

As a landlocked country,
Nepal has been granted
access to the Indian ports of
Kolkata, Haldia, and
Visakhapatnam. However,
there is still no dedicated
railway link from these ports
up to the border. This lack of
dedicated connectivity
increases transportation
costs due to additional
charges. Efforts to extend
Indian freight rail services
up to Nepal’s dry ports have
also not been fully effective
so far. In this context, the
p r o p o s e d
Raxaul–Kathmandu railway,
if realised, could be a game

changer for cargo trans-
portation.

Slow customs prrocesses
The integrated check posts
(ICPs) between the two coun-
tries should be managed sci-
entifically. Currently, even
vehicles waiting in queue for
customs clearance are
required to pay parking fees.
Delays in customs proce-
dures increase costs, which
in turn affect market prices.
Therefore, customs clear-
ance processes need to be
made simpler and more effi-
cient. Taxes such as GST at
checkpoints should be
removed. Considering the
Indian government’s deci-
sion not to impose GST on
exports to Nepal and Bhutan,
its effective implementation
should be ensured. Customs
clearance offices should
operate 24 hours to avoid
detention problems. If
freight vehicles wait for long
hours at the border, it
increases transportation
costs. Moreover, vehicle
charges should not be
imposed on empty trucks
returning after unloading
goods on either side of the
border. Security arrange-
ments in customs areas, con-
trol of cross-border crimes,
prevention of harassment of
travellers on either side and
control of illegal cross-bor-
der trade are equally impor-
tant. The nearly 1,800-kilo-
meter-long Nepal–India bor-
der has weak administrative
control on both sides. It is not
possible to establish check-
points or customs offices at
every point along such a long
border. Therefore, joint
patrolling, CCTV surveil-
lance and other technologi-
cal monitoring systems
should be made more effec-
tive. Given the growing trade
and interaction in border
areas, it is necessary to
strengthen the capacity of
small customs offices and
develop customs infrastruc-
ture. Recently, the
Government of Nepal signifi-
cantly reduced the number
of small customs offices.

Shweta (name changed) was
all of 14 years when she was
raped by Rahul (name
changed), a 17-year-old boy
from her neighbourhood.
The incident came to light
after Shweta's mother dis-
covered she was pregnant.
After the FIR was recorded,
Rahul, since he was a child
in conflict with law (CCL),
was produced before the
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
and immediately granted
bail. The offence was cate-
gorised as a serious offence
and a trial in summons
would commence. But what
ensued for Shweta was a
painful ordeal - she had to
undergo a medical termina-
tion of pregnancy, miss
school and face grave humil-
iation in the locality. Rahul,
having returned to the same
neighbourhood, harasses
Shweta and her family daily.
He, his family and friends
abuse Shweta when she is on
her way to school or the pub-
lic washroom. On one occa-
sion, they went to her house
and attacked them with
sticks. The police merely
filed an NC and let them go.
With the help of her Support
Person, Shweta approached
the JJB for help. Then came
the shock: the JJB has no
space for child victims. Child
victims and their families
experience the JJB process
as opaque, intimidating and
deeply insensitive. While the
JJ Act speaks extensively
about rehabilitation and pro-
cedural safeguards for the
CCL, it says remarkably lit-
tle about the dignity, partici-
pation and protection of the

child victim appearing
before the same board. The
contrast with proceedings
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act is
striking. POCSO jurispru-
dence has evolved around
the principle that a child sur-
vivor should not suffer sec-
ondary victimisation
through the justice process.
Child-friendly procedures,
support persons, separate
waiting spaces and protec-
tion from direct confronta-
tion with the accused are
central features of the legis-
lation. These safeguards
often disappear when the
case is before the JJB. Many
child victims describe arriv-
ing at the JJB only to find
themselves waiting in
crowded corridors alongside
the CCL and his family mem-
bers. There are no separate
waiting areas or trauma-
informed arrangements to
prevent unnecessary con-
frontation. A child who has

survived sexual abuse has to
relive that trauma while
waiting outside the court-
room. Inside the courtroom
the experience is even more
frightening and basic provi-
sions of POCSO are not fol-
lowed. Proceedings are not
conducted in camera.
Defence lawyers are often
accompanied by several jun-
ior lawyers when the evi-
dence of the child victim is
being recorded. The child
victim is already in an
uncomfortable position, hav-
ing to recount the instance of
sexual abuse in an unfamil-
iar environment - the pres-
ence of many unnecessary
people creates an intimidat-
ing and uncomfortable envi-
ronment for them. Often, the
board does not allow the per-
son whom the child trusts, or
even the Support Person, to
be with them while they are
recording their evidence.
The child victim is forced to
face the CCL and his family
directly while giving evi-

dence, as there is no separa-
tion in the courtroom. The
JJB does not conduct the
deposition in the chamber or
use screening arrangements
to shield the child victim. In
addition, one finds the board
granting leeway to defence
lawyers, allowing them to
question the child victim in
an aggressive manner. The
victim is intimidated as the
questions are not explained
to them. When the defence
lawyer asks inappropriate,
often character-assassinat-
ing questions, the board does
not object and the child is
forced to answer. 
In many instances, defence
advocates snigger and pass
insensitive comments,
which creates a hostile
atmosphere and affects the
child emotionally. The Board
frequently calls victims for
recording of evidence and
then adjourns the matter on
frivolous grounds. When
adjournments are granted,
no costs are imposed. 

In discussing children's and
women's rights, it's difficult
not to recognise that they
aren't isolated principles but
rather interwoven compo-
nents within a larger and
interconnected framework.
Child and women exploita-
tion mostly operate as a bou-
quet of rights infringements
rather than a single and iso-
lated issue. This blend of
exploitation begins early,
often from childhood, and
continues into adulthood.
Their effects continue to rip-
ple across generations.
Poverty and lack of access
aside, gender discrimination
and restrictive societal
norms play equally crucial
roles in driving these cycles,
leaving communities
entrenched in a spiral of
marginalisation. Poverty
exacerbates child marriages
and dowry practices. In
impoverished communities,
girls tend to be married off at
an early age to alleviate
financial burdens from the
reeling families. Child mar-
riage is both a symptom and
a cause of continued poverty.
Once married, a young girl is
unlikely to receive further
education or vocational
training. This further limits
her capacity to contribute
economically to households
where only one earning
member, mostly the hus-
band, supports the entire
family. As a result, the eco-
nomic pressures are signifi-
cant and increase as the fam-
ily grows. Moreover, this
single-earning structure is
precarious. If any misfor-
tune, such as an illness, dis-
ability, or job loss, befalls the
breadwinner, the family's
financial stability crumbles.

Women are predominantly
relegated to domestic roles,
which makes it challenging
for them to step into the
workforce without skills,
education, or experience.
This makes them and, by
extension, their families
more vulnerable to destitu-
tion. Consequently, women
end up being seen as "eco-
nomic burdens," and rein-
forcing a vicious cycle where
they are married off before
attaining majority, only to
continue a life marked by
dependence and poverty. An
Unbreakable Cycle Of
Gender Discrimination And
Child Marriages Child mar-
riages also have unbearable
consequences for women's
physical and mental well-
being. A young girl forced
into child marriage is thrust
into responsibilities of adult-
hood prematurely, often
without being adequately
prepared to shoulder them.
Further, with restricted
access to education, her abil-
ity to assert autonomy, make
informed decisions, and par-
ticipate in society is greatly
curtailed under the addition-

al responsibilities that she is
now expected to bear. This
lack of personal agency con-
tinues a cycle of subjugation
and solidifies her "inferior"
status within the family and
society at large. Deprived of
education and isolated from
opportunities for self-explo-
ration, a married girl child
then grows into adulthood
with limited life skills and
resources. Likewise, the
demand for dowry is another
driving factor for child mar-
riage. Families, hoping to
reduce their economic bur-
den, may marry off girls
early after securing a dowry
to be given to the prospective
groom. The notion that
daughters are liabilities and
objects of economic
exchange rather than indi-
viduals with rights and
potential finds fertile ground
to flourish. In turn, this
devaluation of girls drives
parents to marry them off
early, creating a vicious
cycle that is difficult to
break. Intergenerational
Cycles Of Exploitation And
Poverty When a child is mar-
ried off, the consequences

are not limited to the imme-
diate family. They permeate
subsequent generations as
we discussed. A woman who
is married off as a child is
more likely not to have the
education and agency need-
ed to advocate for her chil-
dren's rights or prevent simi-
lar exploitation of them. In
these situations, her chil-
dren are also likely to experi-
ence poverty, limited educa-
tional opportunities, and
child marriages. A daughter
born to a mother who was
married young may face the
same fate, thus deepening
the repeated effects of limit-
ed opportunities that are
inherited across genera-
tions. For girls, in particular,
this restricted access to
resources leads to a
decreased likelihood of
escaping the poverty trap. At
the same time, it makes child
marriage a natural and
viable outcome for families
seeking financial relief. How
Societal Norms Perpetuate
Exploitation Societal expec-
tations further compound
this intergenerational cycle
of exploitation. 
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AGENCY
Washington: US Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer is visiting India to
take forward the discus-
sions on the interim trade
deal agreed to by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Donald
Trump in February. “This
week, Ambassador
Jamieson Greer will travel
to New Delhi, India, to meet
with the Minister of
Commerce and Industry of
India, Piyush Goyal, and
other senior Indian officials
to discuss the historic US-
India joint statement and
the interim agreement as
part of the broader US-India
Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) negotiations,” the
office of the US Trade
Representative said in a
statement on Sunday, June
21. Trump and Modi met on
the sidelines of the G-7 meet-
ing in France last week
where the US president said
that India and the US were
very close to finalising the
trade agreement. Trump
also called Modi a tough
negotiator and highlighted
the personal rapport he
enjoyed with the Indian

prime minister. 
The meeting between Greer
and Goyal comes close on
the heels of negotiator-level
discussions on the pact held
from June 2-4 in New Delhi.
Earlier, Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal
had said that the discussions
between the two ministers
are expected to be centred
around giving final touches
to the framework deal. On
June 5, Goyal said India and

the US are moving towards
closing all the open ends of
the interim trade agree-
ment, and both sides are
likely to execute the “very,
very vibrant” first phase of
the BTA by the middle of
next month. 
Following the trip to India,
Greer will travel to
Uzbekistan, where he will
meet President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, the Head of the
Presidential Administration

Saida Mirziyoyeva, and
Deputy Prime Minister
Jamshid Khodjaev. Greer’s
discussions in Uzbekistan
will focus on achieving fair,
balanced, and reciprocal
trade with the US. 
Trump and Modi met on the
sidelines of the G-7 meeting
in France last week where
the US president said that
India and the US were very
close to finalising the trade
agreement.

London: Keir Starmer, the
human rights barrister elect-
ed as Britain’s Prime
Minister with a landslide vic-
tory in July 2024, had pledged
to get the much-anticipated
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with India over the line.  Just
days before announcing his
resignation at the steps of 10
Downing Street in London on
Monday morning, he met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines of the
G7 Summit in France, where
both leaders set July 15 as the
date for the FTA to come into
force. Now, around the same
time as the implementation of
the India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) – expect-
ed to significantly boost the 48
billion pounds bilateral trad-
ing relationship – the UK is
expected to have a new leader
in his place. “It’s not just a
piece of paper, it’s a launch-
pad for growth. With India set
to be the third biggest econo-
my in the world by 2028, and
trade with them about to
become quicker and cheaper,
the opportunities waiting to
be seized are unparalleled,”
Starmer said, during his visit
to Mumbai last October. The
63-year-old MP for Holborn
and St Pancras in London
was credited with achieving
an impressive reversal of for-

tunes for Labour after the
party’s crushing election
defeat in December 2019.
Work on rebuilding connec-
tion with British Indians The
other turnaround he worked
hard on rebuilding was his
party’s connection with
British Indians, alienated
under former leader Jeremy
Corbyn over a perceived anti-
India stance on Kashmir.   As
Prime Minister, his approach
towards India was reflected
in Labour’s 2024 election
manifesto, which committed
to seeking a “new strategic
partnership with India,
including a free trade agree-
ment, as well as deepening
cooperation in areas like

security, education, technolo-
gy and climate change”. “I
have a clear message for you
all today: this is a changed
Labour Party,” he declared
just before the general elec-
tion. During a visit to the
Shree Swaminarayan
Temple in Kingsbury, north
London, on the campaign
trail, he sought to reassure
British Hindus that there is
“absolutely no place for
Hinduphobia in Britain”. It is
a message he has been reiter-
ating over the past few years,
including during celebrations
of Diwali at 10 Downing
Street.  Sir Keir, who was
knighted by the late Queen
Elizabeth II for his services to

law and criminal justice,
spent much of his career in
the legal profession before
stepping into the world of pol-
itics, first elected as Labour’s
member of Parliament from
London in 2015. Starmer’s
family He is the father of two
teenage kids kept out of the
political spotlight by him and
his National Health Service
(NHS) employee wife,
Victoria.  Born in London to a
toolmaker father and an NHS
nurse mother, Starmer grew
up in the town of Oxted in
Surrey. He has spoken emo-
tionally about his mother,
Josephine, suffering from the
debilitating condition of
Still’s disease, which she suc-

cumbed to a few weeks before
he first became an MP in 2015.
He believes he has inherited
the grit and determination of
his mother and the strong
work ethic of his father,
Rodney, whose manual
labour drives much of
Starmer’s vision to ensure
respect for those who work
hard. In the televised general
election debates, Starmer
often played second fiddle to
the natural debating charm of
Rishi Sunak, his Tory prede-
cessor, and was often branded
as being quite dull. But just
like Sunak, he also has a
University of Oxford back-
ground, where he studied law
and rose the ranks to be
appointed the Director of
Public Prosecutions (DPP)
under a Labour-led govern-
ment. He drew upon this
experience as the chief prose-
cutor of the country in
debates in the House of
Commons and go head-to-
head with sharp quips during
weekly Prime Minister’s
Questions (PMQs).
Experience As a new MP in
2016, the staunch anti-
Brexiteer assumed the key
role of shadow Brexit secre-
tary under then leader
Jeremy Corbyn and support-
ed the latter to fight for what
he says was the “future of the
Labour Party”. 

June 22, 2026: Samsung,
today announced the
deployment of its next-gen-
eration residential climate
solutions that combine
WindFree™ cooling, PM1.0
purification, SmartThings
connectivity and AI-
enabled VRF technology to
redefine premium living
experiences in India.
Tailored specifically to
meet the evolving demands
of Indian urban centers
where rising temperatures
and deteriorating air quali-
ty are becoming everyday
concerns - Samsung’s inte-
grated ecosystem addresses
consumer wellness, indoor
air quality, connected living
and macro energy efficien-
cy.
The deployment represents
a significant benchmark for
integrated residential proj-
ects, utilizing WindFree™
air conditioning with PM1.0
purification, Wi-Fi enabled
SmartThings connectivity
and AI-enabled VRF out-
door units at scale.
“At Samsung, our innova-
tion philosophy begins with
understanding real con-

sumer needs and everyday
living challenges. Today’s
homeowners are looking
beyond conventional cool-
ing — they expect healthier
air, connected experiences,
intelligent energy manage-
ment and greater comfort.
Our WindFree™ climate
solutions are specifically
optimized for local condi-
tions and combine all these
capabilities into one inte-
grated ecosystem that is
unique to Samsung,” said
Vipin Agrawal, Head of
SAC Business, Samsung
India.
“One of the strongest exam-
ples of this vision is our
partnership with Central
Park Flower Valley’s The
Orchard, Gurugram, where
we are demonstrating how
large-scale residential
developments can integrate
intelligent, wellness-
focused and energy-efficient
climate technologies to cre-
ate future-ready living envi-
ronments,” the spokesper-
son added.

DESIGNED AROUND
REAL CONSUMER

CHALLENGES
Samsung’s residential cli-
mate solutions have been
engineered to address some
of the most pressing pain
points faced by modern
urban homeowners.

TACKLING THE
“SUMMER COLD”
PHENOMENONN WITH
WINDFREE™
Conventional air condition-
ing systems often continue
to expose users to direct
cold airflow even after the
desired room temperature
has been achieved, causing
discomfort commonly
described as “summer
cold.”
Samsung’s WindFree™
Technology addresses this
challenge by dispersing cool
air gently through 10,000
micro air holes, creating a
“Still Air” environment
with extremely low air
speed. This enables users to
maintain thermal comfort
without the unpleasant sen-
sation of direct cold drafts.
The solution is particularly
beneficial for prolonged
nighttime usage and family

living environments where
comfort consistency is criti-
cal.

HEALTHIER INDOOR AIR
THROUGH PM1.0
PURIFICATION
With AQI levels in Delhi
NCR frequently crossing
safe limits, indoor air quali-
ty has become an increasing
concern for homeowners.
Samsung’s WindFree™ 1
Way Cassette ACs can be
equipped with an optional
PM1.0 purification panel
featuring a two-stage filtra-
tion system comprising a
pre-filter and PM1.0 filter.
While the pre-filter cap-
tures larger dust particles
and fibers, the PM1.0 filter
captures ultrafine dust par-
ticles as small as 0.3
microns and sterilizes up to
99%# of bacteria trapped in
the filter using electrostatic
precipitator technology
verified by Intertek. The
integrated purification
solution helps maintain
cleaner and healthier
indoor environments with-
out requiring separate
standalone systems.

Hong Kong: Asian stocks
were mixed Monday, June 22,
with markets in Japan and
South Korea trading higher,
while oil prices edged lower
on fresh optimism over
progress in US-Iran negotia-
tions. US futures were trading
lower.
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 jumped
1.6% to 72,364.82, after reach-
ing a new all-time record of
72,831.73 during intraday trad-
ing, helped by technology
stocks that were fuelled by
excitement over the global
artificial intelligence boom.
Japan‘s SoftBank Group, the
multinational investment
holding company with a
strong AI focus, rose 2.4%.
Chip equipment maker
Tokyo Electron was up 2.3%.
South Korea‘s Kospi gained
0.4% to 9,084.37 and was trad-

ing near its record high levels,
led by AI-related shares.
Memory chip maker SK
Hynix surged 4.7%. “We’re
seeing another strong market
today,” Neil Newman, man-
aging director and head of
strategy at Astris Advisory
Japan, said. He cautioned that
the Japanese market is “prob-
ably getting a little stretched”
from an investor’s point of
view, “especially with what’s
going (on) in the Middle
East.” Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng lost 1% to 23,690.86,
while the Shanghai
Composite index was 0.2%
higher at 4,098.01. Australia’s
S&P/ASX 200 was down 0.1%
to 8,822.80. Taiwan’s Taiex
rose 2.8%. India’s Sensex was
up 0.6%. Oil prices fell as talks
progressed over a permanent
end to the Iran war. Brent

crude, the international stan-
dard, was trading 1.4% lower
to USD 79.42 per barrel. It was
at roughly USD 70 a barrel
before the start of the war in
late February. High-level
negotiations in Switzerland
between the US and Iran con-
cluded early Monday, with
lower-level technical talks set
for the rest of the week.
Meanwhile, while Iran said
the Strait of Hormuz, a key
waterway for oil and gas
transport, was shut again
over the weekend, the US said
that traffic had continued.
“Moving towards a more per-
manent deal will be challeng-
ing, with very real risks of a
flare-up in hostilities,” ING
commodities strategists
Warren Patterson and Ewa
Manthey wrote in a commen-
tary on Monday.

Kunal Shah has long been
one of India's most closely
watched entrepreneurs, a
founder known as much for
his unconventional think-
ing as for building con-
sumer internet businesses
at scale. After selling
FreeCharge in 2015, Shah
spent the next few years
investing, learning and
reflecting on a simple ques-
tion: Why can't trust be
rewarded? That idea even-
tually became CRED, the
fintech platform launched
with $1 million of his own
capital to reward users for
paying credit card bills on
time. Over the next seven
years, CRED evolved from a
niche rewards platform
into a broader financial
services ecosystem span-
ning payments, lending,
insurance, wealth, com-
merce and credit cards. The
company grew to more than
17 million members, raised
over $900 million from glob-
al investors, completed four
employee stock ownership
plan (ESOP) buybacks and

secured a full suite of regu-
latory licences. Shah also
became one of the most
recognisable faces in India's
startup ecosystem, helping
build CRED's quirky brand
identity through its IPL
advertising campaigns and
unconventional marketing.
In a note announcing a lead-
ership transition, Shah said
CRED had scaled from zero
to roughly $325 million
(about Rs 3,200 crore) in
annual revenue and recent-
ly delivered its first prof-
itable quarter.
"Today, CRED is ready for
its next phase," Shah wrote.
"I am stepping back and
Miten Sampat steps in as
interim CEO, partnered
with an incredibly talented
team." Sampat, who has led
strategy and finance at
CRED since 2020, will take
charge of day-to-day opera-
tions while Shah remains a
shareholder.
The leadership change
comes alongside a major
strategic deal with Meta
Platforms Inc. According to

Bloomberg, Meta is invest-
ing $900 million in CRED,
valuing the company at $4.5
billion post-money and giv-
ing the social media giant a
stake of roughly 20%.
As part of the arrangement,
Shah will join Meta and
succeed Will Cathcart as
the global head of
WhatsApp.
Cathcart, who has led
WhatsApp for about seven
years and oversaw a period
during which the platform's
user base more than dou-
bled, will remain at Meta in
a new role focused on artifi-
cial intelligence-powered
consumer products.
Bloomberg reported that
Shah's mandate will
include expanding
WhatsApp's business model
through advertising, sub-
scriptions and deeper inte-
gration of AI agents across
the messaging platform.
In his message, Shah
emphasised that Meta's
investment would not pro-
vide access to CRED mem-
ber data. “

New Delhi, June 22, 2026:
Ai+ Smartphone today
announced the reveal of the
Nova 2 Neo 5G and Nova 2
Pro 5G, expanding its Nova
Series portfolio and reinforc-
ing their commitment to
delivering trusted, accessi-
ble, and performance-driven
smartphone experiences for
Indian consumers. Designed
for different user needs
while sharing a common
philosophy of design, relia-
bility, and transparency, the
Nova2 Neo 5G and Nova2
Pro 5G  bring the Nova expe-
rience to a broader audience
from first-time smartphone
users and value-conscious
buyers to creators, profes-
sionals, and performance-
focused upgraders. In a
departure from traditional
smartphone launches, Ai+
Smartphones unveiled the
devices through "India's Got
Nova", an entertainment-led
launch format hosted by
comedian Samay Raina
alongside Gadget Guru
Rajiv Makhni. The launch
combined audience interac-

tion, product demonstra-
tions, live debates, and real-
world challenges to show-
case the devices in a more
authentic and consumer-
centric manner. The reveal
also follows Ai+
Smartphones' recently
announced Open Review
Program, under which
reviewers, creators, journal-
ists, and members of India's
technology community were
invited to use, test, chal-
lenge, and review the

devices before they become
commercially available.
With no embargoes, no talk-
ing points, and no review
guidelines, the initiative
reflects the company's belief
that trust is earned through
transparency and that con-
sumer feedback should help
shape products before they
reach the market.
Commenting on the reveal,
Madhav Sheth, CEO, Ai+
Smartphone & Founder,
NxtQuantum Shift

Technologies, said: "The
smartphone market is
becoming increasingly
diverse, with consumers
seeking devices that align
with their individual
lifestyles, aspirations, and
expectations rather than a
one-size-fits-all experience.
The Nova Series was created
to address this shift by
bringing together thought-
ful design, dependable per-
formance, trusted software,
and meaningful innovation

within a single portfolio."
"With the introduction of the
Nova 2 Neo and Nova 2 Pro,
we are expanding the reach
of the Nova Series across a
broader spectrum of users
from first-time smartphone
owners to performance-
focused upgraders. At the
same time, we wanted the
launch itself to reflect the
values we stand for. That's
why we chose to involve the
community, invite honest
feedback, and launch these
devices through a format
that prioritises real conver-
sations over presentations."
he added. 
The Open Review Program
received an overwhelming
response from the technolo-
gy community, with hun-
dreds of reviewers, creators,
journalists, and technology
enthusiasts registering to
participate. Feedback from
the program will continue to
be incorporated as part of
Ai+'s broader commitment
to transparency, product
improvement, and con-
sumer trust. 
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Russian troops have infiltrat-
ed the strategic city of
Kostyantynivka in eastern
Ukraine and are now trying
to surround it. The entire city
is now effectively in a "grey
zone", no longer controlled by
anyone, Ukrainian soldiers
have told the BBC. "They get
into areas behind our backs
and in urban conditions it's
extremely difficult to push
them out," says a Ukrainian
drone pilot who operates in
that area and prefers to
remain anonymous.
Kostyantynivka is a gateway
to the rest of the Donbas
region. If it falls, Russian
forces would be able push
towards Ukraine's last
remaining strongholds in the
east, the cities of Kramatorsk
and Sloviansk, and move
closer to seizing Donbas com-
pletely, one of the Kremlin's
key objectives in this war.
For months Russia's full-scale
war in Ukraine has stalled
along the front line, and
Ukrainian commanders say
they have recaptured more
territory this year than they
have lost, disrupting

Moscow's crucial supply lines
between the Russian border
and occupied Crimea. On
Sunday, Russian-appointed
authorities in Crimea sus-
pended fuel sales to the public
because of the shortages. And
Kyiv's repeated strikes on oil
refineries in Moscow, St
Petersburg and other cities
have also sought to bring the
conflict to the attention of
Russians far from the front
line. But in Kostyantynivka,

Russian soldiers have
advanced from the south and
have even been spotted at the
other end of the city, on the
city's northern outskirts.
Moscow says its forces are
rapidly advancing in the
south-western part of
Kostyantynivka and that
they have encircled
Ukrainian military units.
That is denied by Kyiv and
Brig Gen Oleksandr Bakulin,
commander of Ukraine's 19th

Corp which is in charge of
units defending the city and
surrounding areas, insists
"the situation remains under
control" and "the enemy has
no success". However, he
does acknowledge there are
about 130 Russian soldiers
still inside the city. The situa-
tion on the ground may not be
as critical as Moscow says,
but it does appear far more
serious than Ukrainian offi-
cials are ready to publicly

admit, a Ukrainian officer
from a unit that operates
inside Kostyantynivka told
the BBC. He too has preferred
to stay anonymous, but told
the BBC: "We still have clean-
up and assault groups inside
the city, but the Russians
manage to accumulate more
and more soldiers there."
Every building in
Kostyantynivka acts as a
potential shelter for soldiers
to hide, and in the summer
months the trees provide
extra cover. So Russian
forces have found a way to
advance inside the "kill zone"
where Ukrainian drones can
detect any movement and
instantly attack. Russian
drone pilots have also focused
on destroying Ukrainian
drone launch sites. To give
their infantry troops assault-
ing Ukrainian positions a
breathing space, Russian
pilots had made Ukrainian
crews their priority target.
The Ukrainian drone pilot
told the BBC that while his
colleagues were targeting
Russia's infantry, enemy
crews were not: "For such

tasks, they use artillery, mul-
tiple rocket launchers, mili-
tary aviation." He and his
comrades have limited num-
bers and resources, so they
are often exhausted and have
struggled to expand their
operations. "Since we devote
little time to [searching and
targeting] enemy pilots, they
can freely operate, detect our
positions and we are forced to
roll back. This is how the
frontline moves," he explains.
The Ukrainian officer whose
unit is operating in the city
maintains the pace of the
Russian advance is very slow:
"Sometimes they move 100m
[109yds] a day. Sometimes
they even crawl to reach the
next building." The
Ukrainian drone pilot told the
BBC that while his colleagues
were targeting Russia's
infantry, enemy crews were
not: "For such tasks, they use
artillery, multiple rocket
launchers, military aviation."
He and his comrades have
limited numbers and
resources, so they are often
exhausted and have struggled
to expand their operations. 

The first round of negotia-
tions between the US and
Iran to reach a final deal to
end the war has ended with
"encouraging progress",
mediators Qatar and
Pakistan say. In a joint state-
ment early on Monday,
Qatar and Pakistan said that
the parties had agreed to "a
roadmap towards reaching a
final deal within 60 days".
Iran's foreign minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi said there
had been "major progress"
towards ending the conflict
in Lebanon. The memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
signed last week includes a
commitment to ending the
fighting on "all fronts" -
including Lebanon - and the
reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz. "Pakistani and
Qatari mediation has deliv-
ered major progress to end

Lebanon War," Araghchi
posted on social media. "Oil
and petrochem exports are
waived, blockade lifted,
some frozen assets released,
and major reconstruction &
development plan launched
for Iran." The Iranian lead
negotiators left the talks in
Switzerland on Monday,
Iranian media said, with
technical discussions
between the parties due to

continue. The mediators'
joint statement said that a
"communication line" had
been formed "to avoid inci-
dents and miscommunica-
tion with the aim of safe pas-
sage for commercial vessels
through the Strait of
Hormuz".”Both sides also
agreed to the creation of a
"de-confliction cell" between
the US, Iran and Lebanon,
facilitated by the mediating

countries, to end military
operations in Lebanon, their
statement said. Araghchi
said the first "real test"
would be the Lebanon de-
confliction cell. Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun
spoke to senior officials from
the US and Qatar on Monday
about the issue, and more
broadly about consolidating
a ceasefire in Lebanon, his
office said. Since the MoU
was signed, there has been
an upsurge in fighting
between Lebanese armed
group Hezbollah and Israeli
forces in southern
Lebanon, and Israeli air
strikes that the health min-
istry says have killed
dozens of Lebanese includ-
ing women and children. A
new ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah was
declared on Friday. 

Guinea has banned the
export of unrefined gold
in an effort to promote
domestic processing of
the precious metal. The
policy - effective immedi-
ately - comes after
Guinea's President
Mamadi Doumbouya met
industrial and artisanal
gold producers and buy-
ers, and aims to boost the
economy and create more
jobs. "Guinea will now
require its gold to be
processed within its own
borders. Raw gold will no
longer leave Guinea," he
said, adding that other
countries have been reap-
ing the economic benefits
of processing and trading
their raw materials.
Guinea is Africa's sixth
largest gold producer,
according to the World
Gold Council. Other
African nations have
taken similar steps to
increase domestic pro-
cessing and value addi-
tion in the mining sector
in recent years. In
Tanzania and Uganda,
the export of unprocessed
minerals and metals such

as gold and copper is
already banned, while
Ghana is set to ban raw
gold exports by 2030.
Africa's top lithium pro-
ducer, Zimbabwe, has
banned concentrate
exports of the metal used
to make batteries from
2027. Gold is one of
Guinea's main exports,
shipping more than 22
tonnes of the metal in the
first quarter of this year,
according to the authori-
ties. A new refinery is
near completion in the
capital, Conakry, where
the country's gold will be
sent before processing
and export. It has a
reported capacity of 250
tonnes a year so should
be able to handle the
country's current produc-
tion. Foreign companies
operating in the country
have been warned that
they risk losing their
licenses and having their
mining contracts termi-
nated if they violate the
directive. Guinea is also
the world's largest pro-
ducer of bauxite, used to
make aluminium.

More than half of France's
regions are under a red
heat alert, as the country
braces for sweltering tem-
peratures in an intensify-
ing heatwave. Highs of
more than 40C (104F) are
expected across parts of
western France on
Monday, with tempera-
tures expected to hit 42C
in Bordeaux, forecaster
Météo-France said. Some
845 schools have been
shut, while a further 1,800
are allowing pupils to fin-
ish classes early, the edu-
cation ministry said. But
more than a million high
school students are due to
take their oral final exams
for the baccalaureate. 
The French government
has warned people not to
try to cool off in unsuper-
vised areas such as lakes
and rivers, after 13 drown-
ing deaths at the weekend.
A red heat alert is the
highest of four warnings
issued by Météo-France,
and advises people to exer-
cise extreme caution in
conditions that are poten-
tially life-threatening.
Dozens of other regions in
France are under an
orange alert - the second-
highest warning - with an
estimated 63 million peo-
ple in total affected across
the country. The national

railway operator SNCF
urged "vulnerable" people
to avoid or postpone train
travel this week, while in
Paris, several train lines
reduced their services on
Monday due to the heat.
Belgium's train operator
also announced some peak
hour trains would be can-
celled for Monday and
Tuesday. Temperatures in
Belgium are expected to
reach record levels in the
coming week, the IRM
meteorological institute
said. Madrid is forecast to
hit 39C on Monday and in
Italy, temperatures are
predicted to reach 37C in
Rome. 
Red warnings are also in
force across other parts of
western and central
Europe - taking effect in
Germany and Switzerland
on Monday and in
Luxembourg on Tuesday.
The rising temperatures
are being driven by hot air
moving north from the
Sahara desert, which is in
turn trapping hot air over
western and central
Europe with forecasters
suggesting the conditions
could result in one of the
longest heatwaves in
recent years.
Temperatures are expect-
ed to peak in many areas
on Wednesday. 

Leading Kenyan lawyer and
former Justice Minister
Martha Karua has been
blocked from entering
Uganda and ordered to
return home, according to
the Uganda Law Society.
Karua had just arrived at the
Entebbe airport to join a
team defending her
Ugandan lawyer colleague
Erias Lukwago, with whom
they have been representing
detained opposition leader
Kizza Besigye, who is on
trial for treason. Lukwago
was himself charged with a
treason-related offence last
week, and his bail hearing
had been due on Monday. A
statement from Karua's
office said she had been
detained at the airport,
adding that she was expect-
ed to return to the Kenyan
capital, Nairobi, on Monday

but "remains incommunica-
do". "Her senior team
reports that she is unreach-
able, with her mobile phones
switched off and they contin-
ue to await direct communi-
cation regarding her status
and expected return," it said.
Ugandan authorities did not
give a reason for blocking
Karua, although Kenya's
Law Society President
Charles Kanjama.

Former US Federal Reserve
chair Alan Greenspan has
died aged 100, his wife has
said. NBC News correspon-
dent Andrea Mitchell said in
a statement reported by her
employer that her husband
had died from complications
of Parkinson's Disease.
Mitchell's statement said
Greenspan was "a giant of a
man who helped shape the
US economy for decades
under presidents of both par-
ties, but was always honest in
acknowledging his mis-
takes". For nearly 20 years,
Alan Greenspan was charged
with safeguarding the US
economy and keeping the
dollar sound. As chairman of
the Federal Reserve from
1987-2006, a post described as
the second most important
after the presidency, he
presided over the longest sus-
tained period of US economic
growth in a generation.
Described as the "God in the
machine" of American
finance, Greenspan declined
all requests for interviews
during his time at the Fed.
But the media and the money
markets hung on his few pub-

lic statements, and a sign in
his office said simply, "the
buck starts here". But critics
argue that an over-reliance
on easy credit fuelled the dot-
com bubble of the late 1990s
and caused the sub-prime
mortgage crisis of 2008. The
Fed said Greenspan's policies
and economic thinking "left a
lasting mark on this institu-
tion, on the broader field of
economics, and on the coun-
try". In a statement on
Monday, the central bank
said: "He brought rigorous
analytical discipline to mone-
tary policymaking and
helped establish the credibili-
ty that remains one of the
Federal Reserve's most
important assets."

Alan Greenspan, architect
of the modern American
economy, dies aged 100

Right-wing candidate
Abelardo de la Espriella has
narrowly won Colombia's
presidential election, an ini-
tial vote count shows, mark-
ing a dramatic shift in how
the government will tackle
the country's internal armed
conflict and violence. De la
Espriella, who was endorsed
by Donald Trump, has
pledged a military crack-
down on illegal armed
groups, drug trafficking and
crime. He appeared to defeat
left-wing Iván Cepeda, a
close ally of the president,
Gustavo Petro. De la
Espriella said "today begins
a new stage for our country,
a stage built on the free and
democratic will of millions
of citizens who chose to

believe in a great, safe, pros-
perous Colombia full of
opportunities". With over
99% of votes counted, de la
Espriella had won nearly
49.7% of the vote, while
Cepeda won 48.7%, accord-
ing to an initial count of the
runoff election. Cepeda has
not conceded, saying the pre-

liminary count was "not yet
official or binding". "Once
the official canvass takes
place and its final result is
produced, and the correspon-
ding verifications have been
carried out, we will recog-
nize the official result that
emerges from that struc-
ture." The verification

process showed little differ-
ence to initial counting in the
first round of voting on 31
May, Reuters news agency
reported. De la Espriella,
who was raised in the
Caribbean coastal region,
enjoyed significant regional
support there. After the ini-
tial vote count came through,
de la Espriella addressed a
huge crowd of supporters
who had gathered to cele-
brate in Barranquilla, a city
on the coast. "Tonight marks
the beginning of a new story
for the nation, tonight a new
era begins, a change of
order," said De la Espriella,
who has nicknamed himself
"El Tigre" (The Tiger.) "I'm
going to govern for all
Colombians. 

Japan has implemented a
five-fold increase to visa
fees for all foreigners, mark-
ing the first price hike in
nearly 50 years. From 1
July, single-entry visa fees
will be raised from the cur-
rent 3,000 yen ($18.69; £14) to
15,000 yen, while multi-
entry visas will now cost
30,000 yen, up from 6,000
yen. The visa fee revisions -
the first since 1978 - were
made to "reflect inflation
and exchange rate fluctua-

tions", Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi told
reporters on Friday. 
"We do not anticipate that it
will have an immediate
impact on inbound
tourism," he added. The
Japanese yen has been
weakening continually
since 2021, and is now hov-
ering near historic 40-year
lows. This, along with a
post-pandemic travel
rebound, has led to a surge
in tourists to Japan.Largest ever cocaine bust in Australia after police raid underground bunker
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Cape Verde's maiden FIFA
World Cup campaign contin-
ues to grab headlines with
each passing day. After hold-
ing mighty Spain to a goal-
less draw in their Group H
opener, the African island
nation stunned everyone
with a 2-2 draw against
Uruguay on Monday (IST). It
was a memorable sight for
football fans worldwide as
the debutants matched the
two-time world champions
with confidence and flair.
One player who emerged as
an overnight hero was Kevin
Pina. He scored Cape Verde's
first-ever goal in a World
Cup, giving his side an early
lead against Uruguay. In the
21st minute, Pina fired in a
long-range free-kick that
slipped past a poorly organ-
ised Uruguay wall and goal-
keeper Fernando Muslera,

putting Cape Verde 1-0
ahead. As the ball hit the
back of the net, the Miami
Stadium erupted in celebra-
tion. The joy on the faces of
Pina, his teammates, and the
fans in attendance was price-
less. A nation with a popula-
tion of less than 530,000 now
finds itself on the verge of
reaching the Round of 32 at

the FIFA World Cup. Who is
Kevin Pina? 
Pina currently plays for
Russian club FC Krasnodar.
He featured in 27 matches
for the team in the Russian
Premier League last season,
starting 11 of them, as the
side finished runners-up.
Born in Praia, Cape Verde,
Pina began his professional

career in Portugal's second
division, making his debut
for Oliveirense in a 2-3
defeat against Benfica B in
2018. Pina signed a three-
year deal with Krasnodar
and later extended the con-
tract until 2027. He earned
his first national team call-
up in late 2021 for the 2022
FIFA World Cup qualifiers.
He made his debut in early
2022, featuring in a friendly
match where his side regis-
tered a commanding 6-0 vic-
tory over Liechtenstein.
Draw vs Uruguay Cape
Verde took a surprise 21st-
minute lead as Pina scored
their first World Cup goal
from a free-kick, only for
Uruguay to strike twice
shortly before half-time
through Maximiliano
Araujo and Agustin
Canobbio. 

To ensure a safe and sus-
tainable return to cricket
for women players post-
pregnancy, the ICC on
Monday announced guide-
lines to cover their early
recovery after birth, struc-
tured training, and condi-
tioning during a 16-week
window before the come-
back. The 'Return to Play
Post-Pregnancy Guidelines'
for female cricketers, out-

line a six 'R's framework:
Ready, Review, Restore,
Recondition, Return and
Refine. "The approach cov-
ers early recovery after
birth, medical and wellbe-
ing reviews, gradual
return to struc-
tured training,
cricket-spe-
cific condi-
t i o n i n g ,
return to

play and ongoing monitor-
ing once a player is back in
the cricket environment,"
the ICC stated in a press
release. The document
speaks about having a dedi-
cated 'Case Manager' for the
players returning to com-
petitive cricket post preg-
nancy. The Case Officer
should be either a doctor or
a physiotherapist.

The early review would
include comprise focus on
psychological support in
the players' adjustment to
life as a mother, followed by
graded reintroduction of
strength-based training.

After eight weeks of
these assessments,
the player will

return to running
in collaboration
with a doctor
and physio. 

Indian batting icon Virat Kohli
ruled out any possibility of return-
ing to Test cricket, saying that he is
"done with it". Virat was speaking at
the launch event of the sportswear
brand one8, a brand where he is a co-
founder, in the national capital on
Sunday. Famous host and comedian
Danish Sait, observing that one of
the shoes of the brand cost 9,230
rupees, the same number as his Test
runs, asked the 37-year-old if he
would like to return to Test cricket
in order to score more runs and
boost the item's profitability, to
which Virat humorously replied, "I
would rather undersell, I'm done
with it (Test cricket), thank you."
Kohli announced his retirement

from Test cricket in May last year,
marking an end to an illustrious 14-
year-old career which saw him dom-
inate a variety of conditions,
regions, and opponents in whites,
both as a batter and captain. In his
Test career, the 36-year-old made 123
appearances in white clothing, scor-
ing 9,230 runs at an average of 46.85,
with 30 centuries and 31 fifties in 210
innings and the best score of 254*. He
is India's fourth-highest run-getter
in the format, behind Sachin
Tendulkar (15,921 runs), Rahul
Dravid (13,265 runs) and Sunil
Gavaskar (10,122 runs). Between
2016 and 2019, Virat had one of the
strongest batting primes ever for a
Test cricketer, piling up 4,208 runs

in 43 Tests at an average of 66.79,
with 16 centuries and 10 fifties in 69
innings and the best score of 254*.
This also included seven double cen-
turies, most by a captain in Test
cricket history.
He was India's most successful Test

captain, with 40 wins in 68 matches,
since he first took over the reins in 2014
during the tour of Australia in the
absence of an injured MS Dhoni.
Later, while speaking in front of a
packed crowd at Dwarka, Virat reflect-
ed on how his journey began as a crick-
eter in Delhi, and expressed happiness
at being able to launch the brand
where it all started for him. "Delhi is
the place where everything started for
me. I was born in Delhi, my cricket

journey started in
Delhi, and Delhi
will always
remain a part of
me. So, to be able
to launch One8
in Delhi after so
many years, a
vision, a
dream to
come true
like this,
being the co-
founder, is
something
that I
a l w a y s
dreamt
of. 

"I Am Done": Virat Kohli Clears Air
On Big Question About His Future

Who said the 48-team FIFA
World Cup was going to be
boring, with too many one-
sided matches? As the
group stage of the tourna-
ment nears its conclusion,
some heroic performances
have been witnessed, espe-
cially from the goalkeepers
of smaller nations like Cape
Verde, Curacao, and Iran.
After some brilliant per-
formances in goal by
Vozinha and Eloy Room, it
was time for Iran's goal-
keeper, Alireza Beiranvand,
to shine. Beiranvand put in
a heroic show between the
sticks to help Iran earn a
goalless draw against
Belgium, a team ranked No.
9 in the world by FIFA.
While the ongoing World
Cup in the US, Canada, and
Mexico has seen some phe-
nomenal goalkeeping per-
formances, Beiranvand's
story sets him apart from
the rest. As Belgium took on
Iran in search of three

points, they came across a
6'4" man named Alireza
Beiranvand. He made seven
saves, collected the Player
of the Match trophy, and
held together a clean sheet
that, by all sporting laws,
should never have existed.
Long before he was frustrat-
ing Europe's elite,

Beiranvand was a kid run-
ning away from home. Born
into a nomadic Kurdish Lak
family in the rugged hills of
Lorestan, his childhood was
defined by extreme poverty
and a father who fiercely
opposed his dream of play-
ing football. To his family,
football was an unafford-

able luxury; a pair of gloves
was equivalent to throwing
money away. 
So, as a teenager,
Beiranvand took a gamble
that would break most
adults. He borrowed pocket
money, ran away, and
boarded a bus heading
toward the chaos of Tehran.

When Beiranvand arrived
in the Iranian capital, he
didn't have a bed, a room, or
an acquaintance. For
months, he slept on the
streets outside local football
clubs, figuring that if he was
going to freeze, he might as
well do it close to the grass.
To buy basic meals, he had
to sweep streets, scrub
down tyres at a car wash,
work assembly lines in a
dressmaking factory, and
even prepare dough in a
late-night pizza shop. It was
during those punishing
early years that coaches
noticed something bizarre
about Beiranvand's physiol-
ogy. Growing up in the hills,
he had spent his childhood
playing a local game called
Dalparan, which involved
throwing heavy rocks over
massive distances to protect
sheep. That repetitive chore
had forged an upper body
unlike anything ever seen
in modern football. 

Former Wimbledon champi-
on Marketa Vondrousova
has been banned for four
years for refusing an anti-
doping test last year.
Vondrousova, 26, was
charged by the International
Tennis Integrity Agency
(ITIA) after denying a doping
control officer entry to her
home to conduct the test in
December 2025. The Czech
player said in April she
feared for her safety when the
officer called and said they
failed to follow "protocol". But
a tribunal determined
Vondrousova, who became
the first unseeded player to
win the Wimbledon
women's singles title in
2023, provided "no com-
pelling justification" for
refusing a test.
Vondrousova's suspen-
sion will end on 21 June
2030, but she has a right
to appeal against the
decision to the Court
of Arbitration for
Sport (Cas). Under
anti-doping rules,
the starting point
for a sanction when
a player refuses a
test is the same as if

they had tested positive.
During the hearing,
Vondrousova explained
stress and poor mental health
had affected her decision-
making, in addition to her
safety concerns. ITIA chief
executive officer Karen
Moorhouse said while the
agency understands the test-
ing process is "uncomfort-
able" and also acknowledges
the additional burden it can
carry for players competing,
"it is essential to protect fair
competition". Moorhouse
added: "Safety and welfare of
players and our testers is
really important to us. Our
testers are well-trained, pro-
fessional, and the gender of
our testing witness always
matches the player.
"They carry ID at all times,

and players are able to veri-
fy their identity in other
ways if they are ever
unsure." Vondrousova, who
is ranked 122 in the world,
said she felt scared when the
officer approached her door
late at night without proper-
ly identifying themselves or
following protocol, adding:
"In that moment it was
about feeling safe.

Tennis great Serena
Williams, who retired in
2022, has been awarded a
wildcard for the
Wimbledon grass court
championships starting in
a week. Organisers released
their initial list of wildcards
on Sunday, with Williams,
a seven-time champion at
the All England Club, one of
eight players awarded a
place in the ladies singles
event. A social media post
by the official Wimbledon
Championships said: "This
is not a drill" with a picture
of Williams standing on a
grass court captioned
"Serena returns". "@sere-
nawilliams will compete in
the 2026 ladies' singles at
#Wimbledon as a wild
card," read the post. The 44-
year-old former world num-
ber one and 23-time Grand

Slam singles champion has
not played a singles match
since the 2022 US Open.
However, she did make one
appearance at Queen's last
week alongside Canadian
teenager Victoria Mboko.
They knocked out the third
seeds Nicole Melichar-
Martinez and Erin Routliffe
before an injury to Mboko
ended their participation
without playing another

match. Williams and Czech
doubles partner Karolina
Muchova then lost in their
first match at the Berlin
Open this week, hours after
the American great and her
sister Venus Williams were
awarded a wildcard to play
in the Wimbledon doubles
event. They are six-time
doubles winners at
Wimbledon, last triumph-
ing there a decade ago.

India's chances of reaching
the ICC Women's T20
World Cup 2026 semifinals
suffered a big blow after
they were beaten by South
Africa at the Old Trafford
Cricket Ground in
Manchester on Sunday.
Marizanne Kapp slammed
81 off just 45 deliveries to
guide South Africa to a six-
wicket win with five balls
to spare. The result meant
that South Africa kept
their qualification hopes
alive despite losing against
Australia in their first
match. Meanwhile, this
was the first loss for India
after wins over Pakistan
and Netherlands. Despite
the loss, India retained
their second spot behind
Australia in Group 1. How
Can India Qualify? If India
win both of their remain-
ing matches, they can qual-
ify provided their Net Run
Rate (NRR) is better than
either South Africa or
Australia. A loss for South
Africa or Australia in their
remaining matches will
also work for India. If India

lose one of their remaining
matches, they will need
South Africa to lose one of
their two remaining
matches. In that case, they
will need to have their Net
Run Rate (NRR) better
than Bangladesh and
South Africa. However, if
India lose their game
against Bangladesh, they
will be eliminated. If India
lose both of their games,
they will be eliminated
irrespective of the other
results. What Happened In
India vs South Africa
Game Marizanne Kapp
made the most of a couple
of dropped catches to hit an

unbeaten 81 and power
South Africa's crucial six-
wicket win over India in
their Group A contest of
the Women's T20 World
Cup on Sunday. Kapp, who
had earlier returned 2/27
with the ball, struck seven
fours and four sixes to
make her runs off just 45
balls. She was dropped
twice by substitute fielder
Radha Yadav, which
proved catastrophic for
India. In reply to India's
laborious 158 for seven ear-
lier in the innings, South
Africa won with five balls
to spare, making 161 for
four in 19.1 overs.

Mumbai Indians all-rounder
Hardik Pandya looks to be
on his way out of the fran-
chise after yet another poor
Indian Premier League
(IPL) campaign. Hardik,
who was named as MI skip-
per following his arrival
from the Gujarat Titans, is
said to have told the fran-
chise that he wants to move
on amid rumours of dress-
ing-room discord within the
squad. According to a
report, the Rajasthan Royals
are the front-runners to sign
Hardik in a trade deal with
MI, with their opening bat-
ter Yashasvi Jaiswal going
the other way. Jaiswal has
also been at the centre of
speculation over the last
year or two. Sanju Samson's
departure from RR seemed
to have opened the door for
Jaiswal to become the

biggest star in the Rajasthan
team. He was also seen as
the top captaincy candidate,
but the management pre-
ferred to give the leadership
role to Riyan Parag. In the
batting unit, Jaiswal has
now seen the 15-year-old
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi sur-
passing him as the most
exciting talent. A move
away from the franchise,

hence, could be the perfect
solution for Jaiswal to
revive his career. For
Jaiswal, who also plays for
the Mumbai Ranji Trophy
team, Mumbai Indians
move looks like a match
made in heaven. According
to a report in RevSportz,
Hardik's team is in
advanced talks with the
Rajasthan Royals over a

trade deal with the Mumbai
Indians, who want the explo-
sive opener Jaiswal in
return. Mumbai Indians'
Suryakumar Yadav is also
on the lookout for a new
team, with the franchise
looking to offload multiple
ageing stars. Suryakumar is
said to have sparked inter-
est from franchises in the
North, with both reportedly
willing to offer him the cap-
taincy. With Rohit Sharma
nearing the end of his
career, and both Hardik and
Suryakumar potentially
leaving the franchise,
Mumbai Indians need new
superstars to build the next
phase of their team around.
Jaiswal, a man in con-
tention across all three for-
mats for the Indian team,
does seem like a lucrative
solution.

The Unreal Story Of Iran Goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand
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here is immense tal-
ent among the partic-
ipants who submit-
ted entries. We will

strive to create opportuni-
ties for them in the film
industry.” – TFCC
Chairman Dr. Prathani
Ramakrishna Goud
The grand finale of the
“TFCC Short Film Festival
Awards 2026” was held on
Sunday in Hyderabad.
Organized under the leader-
ship of Telangana Film
Chamber of Commerce
(TFCC) Chairman Dr.
Prathani Ramakrishna
Goud, the event witnessed

the presence of Jury
Chairperson Indraja, who
was a special attraction of
the evening.
Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Ramakrishna Goud said
that the quality and talent
displayed by the new film-
makers amazed the jury. He
assured that efforts would
be made to provide opportu-
nities for these talented
youngsters in the film
industry. He also
announced that the awards
festival would be conducted
annually and that from next
year, the first prize would
be increased to 1 lakh.

Dr. Prathani Ramakrishna
Goud's Speaking “We initi-
ated the TFCC Short Film
Festival Awards 2026 as
part of the celebrations
marking 12 years of
Telangana Statehood.
Within just 15 days of
announcing the awards, we
successfully organized this
event. We received over 60
entries. Jury Chairperson
Indraja carefully watched
every short film and select-
ed the winners. Watching
her dedication made us
realize how a jury chairper-
son should truly perform
the role.

Director P. Sunil Kumar
Reddy, known for making
films on social issues, pro-
duced the courtroom drama
“LGBT – A Legal Battle”
under the Shravya Films
banner, with Subhash
Chakravarthi Ravada serv-
ing as co-producer. The film
focuses on the lives and
struggles of gay and trans-
gender individuals.
The movie stars L.B. Sriram,
Ester Noronha, Raju Kher,
Anand Chakrapani, Preeti
Nigam, and several real
transgender actors in key
roles. Hima Rathod plays the
female lead, while noted
activists Chandramukhi,
Laila, and gay activist
Vishnu Teja deliver mature
performances.

Released nationwide on the
19th of this month, LGBT – A
Legal Battle has achieved
notable success. To celebrate
this achievement, a grand
success meet was organized
in Hyderabad. During the
event, representatives of var-
ious organizations support-
ing the gay and transgender
communities were honored.

AAnand Chakrapani“Many
kinds of films are made, but
it takes courage to make a
film with a subject like this.
Often, we ignore social issues
instead of questioning them.
Through the powerful medi-
um of cinema, Sunil Kumar
Reddy has encouraged socie-
ty to think about this dis-
crimination. Several scenes

in the film moved me to
tears. Audiences should sup-
port such meaningful efforts
even more.”

Gay Activist Vishnu
“It is heartening to see House
Full boards at theaters

screening our film. It feels
like Sunil Kumar Reddy’s
intention of conveying an
important message to society
has been fulfilled. College
students, teachers, and vari-
ous organizations are watch-
ing the film. After seeing it,

many people seem to have
developed a new perspective
toward people like us.
Bringing about such change
was the purpose behind mak-
ing LGBT – A Legal Battle.”

Telangana State
Transgender Association
President  Laila“We thank
the audience for supporting
LGBT – A Legal Battle. I am
happy to be a part of this film
and grateful to Sunil Kumar
Reddy for giving me this
opportunity. More films that
highlight our issues should
be made. Only then can real
change begin in society.
Those who haven’t watched
the film should definitely see
it.”

Actor Vamsi Krishna
“I have attended many film
events as a guest, but today I
feel proud to stand on this
stage at our own film’s suc-
cess event. Before release,
some people doubted
whether audiences would
watch this film. However,
audiences have once again
proved that they support
every sincere and meaning-
ful effort.”

Actor L.B. Sriram
“With this film, Sunil Kumar
Reddy has created history.
This is the first film to direct-
ly address the issues faced by
gay and transgender commu-
nities. Any films on this sub-
ject that come later will fol-
low its path.

he Red Bag, produced
by Harikrishna
Somisetty under the
Memory Makers ban-

ner and directed by Ravi
Kumar Seerapu, stars
Kabir Singh, Prasad
Behara, Raadya, Monika,
Sneha Singh, Akanksha,
Eshan Shankar, Avinash
Badal, Bhargavi, Rashi,
and others in key roles.
Every promotional asset
released so far has generat-
ed considerable curiosity
around the film. On
Sunday, the film’s teaser
was unveiled by Andhra
Pradesh Minister for
Industries, Commerce, and
Food Processing, TG
Bharath. Speaking at the
teaser launch event, the
guests and team members
shared their excitement
about the project.
Minister TG Bharath said,

“The teaser of The Red Bag
is outstanding. I sincerely
hope this film, produced by
our own Hari from
Kurnool, becomes a mas-
sive success. Our ‘Red
Book’ is known across
India, and I hope The Red

Bag also creates a strong
buzz nationwide. Most of
the film was shot in
Kurnool, yet it looks as
though it was filmed
abroad. My best wishes to
the entire team. I hope the
film becomes a huge suc-
cess and brings great
rewards to Hari.”

Director Nageshwar
Reddy said , “I thank TG
Bharath garu for attending
the teaser launch of The
Red Bag. Innovative films
like this deserve to suc-
ceed. If this film becomes a
hit, Hari garu will be
encouraged to produce
many more unique proj-
ects. I was genuinely
shocked after watching the
teaser, it gave me the feel-
ing that the film is going to
be on another level alto-
gether. I am confident it
will emerge as a success
and hope it becomes a
trendsetter.”
Director Ravi Kumar
Seerapu said , “The Red
Bag will leave a lifelong
impact on audiences. After
watching this movie,
whenever you see a red bag

anywhere, you will instant-
ly remember our film. This
opportunity came to me
after a wait of sixteen
years, and I am grateful to
Hari garu for believing in
me and making it possible.
I also thank Bharath garu
for attending the event and
the media for their con-
stant support. Hari garu
immediately approved the
project the moment he
heard the story. In our film,
the story itself is the hero.
We conducted extensive
location scouting in
Kurnool and completed
most of the shoot there.
Audiences always support
good content, and we are
confident that The Red Bag
will offer complete value
for the money they spend
on a movie ticket.”
Producer Harikrishna
Somishetty said , “I thank
everyone who has support-
ed The Red Bag. The film
has shaped up very well,
and I believe audiences
will love the teaser. The
movie will be released
soon, and I request every-
one to support it.”

Megastar Chiranjeevi,
Most Successful Director
Bobby Kolli, Leading
Production House KVN
P r o d u c t i o n s ’
#ChiruBobby2 / #Chiru158
Pollachi Schedule
Completed, Hyderabad
Schedule Commences, BTS
Video Unveiled
Megastar Chiranjeevi and
director Bobby Kolli have
reunited for the second
time after the blockbuster
success of Waltair
Veerayya, with the film-
#ChiruBobby2 / #Chiru158
being mounted on a mas-
sive scale by Venkat K
Narayana under the KVN
Productions banner. The
production works are hap-
pening at brisk pace, with
the team already wrapping
up its first schedule in
Pollachi, and commencing
a new and lengthy schedule
in Hyderabad today. 
The Pollachi schedule was
packed with important
sequences, including a high-
voltage action episode and
several key sequences fea-
turing the principal cast. To
celebrate the completion of
the schedule, the makers

released an engaging BTS
video that offers a sneak
peek into the film's making.
The video showcases the
energetic atmosphere on
the sets, the extensive plan-
ning behind every
sequence, and the grand
scale at which the film is
being crafted. Chiranjeevi is
seen in an elegant, yet
intense avatar, while
Anaswara Rajan and
Nivetha Pethuraj are also
spotted participating in the
shoot. However, the biggest
highlight from the BTS
footage is a candid moment
involving director Bobby
Kolli. 
Watching Chiranjeevi
immerse himself complete-
ly in a scene, the filmmaker
was visibly overwhelmed
and exclaimed,
"Jeevinchesaaru Annayya,"
expressing his admiration
for the Megastar's powerful
performance. The heartfelt
reaction has further height-
ened expectations around
the film, especially with
Bobby promising a charac-
ter and narrative that will
present Chiranjeevi in a
never-seen-before manner.

The Red Bag Teaser Is Outstanding, I Hope It Creates
A Strong Buzz Nationwide Like Our Red Book:

Minister TG Bharath at the Teaser Launch Event

TFCC Short Film Festival Awards 2026
Grand Finale Held Successfully

“LGBT – A Legal Battle” Movie Success Meet Held Grandly

cult mystery phenomenon
that created a sensation
among television audiences
in the 1990s and remains one

of the highest-rated Telugu series
on IMDb is returning for a new gen-
eration of viewers. Renowned for
its unique blend of mystery, folk-
lore, suspense, and supernatural
intrigue, Marmadesam returns
with a compelling new chapter,
'Veerabhadruni Rahasyam – From
the World of Marmadesam', pre-
miering on June 26, 2026 as a
Telugu ZEE5 Original. Carrying
forward the franchise's signature
atmosphere of fear, faith, and hid-
den truths, the series invites audi-
ences into a mystery where every
belief has a consequence and every
secret comes at a cost. Some vil-
lages protect their secrets. Others
are built on them.
Set in the mysterious village of
Veerabhadrapuram, the thriller
unfolds in a world where faith com-
mands obedience and fear shapes
everyday life. For generations, the
villagers have lived under the
unquestioned authority of
Veerabhadra Swamy, a fierce deity
believed to punish those who com-
mit wrongdoing. Whenever the
sacred temple bell rings, another
body is discovered near the temple,
and the deaths are accepted as acts
of divine justice. Tradition
demands silence, obedience, and
adherence to rituals that have gov-
erned the village for decades,
including the terrifying practice of
disposing of bodies on the cursed
hill known as Gaddhala Gutta.
Into this closed and deeply supersti-
tious world arrives Vennela, played
by Annie, a rational and fearless
young woman from the city. When
a young villager is brutally mur-
dered and the crime is once again
attributed to divine intervention,
Vennela refuses to accept blind

faith as an explanation. Her deter-
mination to uncover the truth
unsettles the village, challenges
generations of unquestioned belief,
and places her at odds with power-
ful individuals determined to keep
the past buried.
As Vennela digs deeper, layers of
deception begin to unravel, expos-
ing organized crime, exploitation
disguised as devotion, and a dark

legacy hidden beneath decades of
fear. Through parallel timelines
that trace the origins of these
events back to the 1970s, the series
gradually reveals how power,
greed, and manipulation shaped the
myths that continue to govern the
village. What follows is a gripping
battle between belief and reason,
where every answer raises new
questions and every revelation

threatens to expose uncomfortable
truths.
Directed by Bheemagani Sri
Vardhan Reddy, Veerabhadruni
Rahasyam – From the World of
Marmadesam features Annie as
Vennela, Raghu Kunche as
Yoganandam, Raghu as
Karthikeya, SI Ravi as Abhinav,
Kamal Thumu as Dr. Nanda,
Sireesha as Simhavalli, Anuradha
as Nanchari, Balachandra as
Gurunadhan, Kalki as Brahmam,
and Harvin Reddy as Young
Karthikeya. The creative team
includes Subhash as Director of
Photography, Sudha Srinivas as
Music Director, Ragam Satya
Nitish as Editor, Rudarraju
Chanakya Varma as Screenplay
Writer, and Anjan Megoti as
Dialogue Writer.
Spanning a total of 60 episodes, the
show is designed as a long-form
mystery that steadily unfolds its
secrets, conspiracies, and hidden
connections. The series premieres
with two episodes on June 26, fol-
lowed by new episodes every week,
allowing viewers to immerse them-
selves in an ever-expanding mys-
tery where each revelation uncov-
ers a deeper layer of the truth.
With Veerabhadruni Rahasyam –
From the World of Marmadesam,
Telugu ZEE5 continues to expand
its library of original Telugu story-
telling while bringing back one of
the most beloved mystery worlds to
captivate audiences once again.
Blending folklore, suspense, emo-
tional drama, and investigative
intrigue, the series promises a rich-
ly atmospheric viewing experience
where the line between myth and
reality becomes increasingly diffi-
cult to distinguish.
'Veerabhadruni Rahasyam – From
the World of Marmadesam' pre-
mieres on June 26, 2026, exclusively
on Telugu ZEE5.

od Of Masses
N a n d a m u r i
B l a k r i s h n a ,
Sensational Maker

Koratala Siva, Sudhakar
Cherukuri, Sudhakar
Mikkilineni, SLV Cinemas,
Yuvasudha Arts’ #NBK112
Spectacular Launch On
June 25 In Amaravati, Nara
Lokesh, Kandula Durgesh
As Chief Guests
God Of Masses Nandamuri
Balakrishna and sensational
maker Koratala Siva are
coming together for the first
time for #NBK112, and the
project has already become a
hot topic among fans and
industry circles alike. The
announcement poster, car-

rying the powerful tagline
"Power Meets Purpose, Mass
Becomes A Movement,"
hinted at a film that blends
larger-than-life heroism
with a strong underlying
message. Two successful
producers Sudhakar
Cherukuri of SLV Cinemas
and Sudhakar Mikkilineni
of Yuvasudha Arts come
together to bankroll this
exciting project.
Taking the buzz several
notches higher, the makers
have officially announced a
spectacular launch ceremo-
ny for the project on June 25
at the TTD Temple in
Venkatayapalem near
Amaravati. The event is set

to become a high-profile
affair with Andhra Pradesh
Ministers Nara Lokesh and
Kandula Durgesh attending
as chief guests.
Koratala Siva prepared the
script, tailoring a powerful
narrative that complements
Balakrishna's towering
screen image. With two
proven forces of mass cine-
ma joining hands for the first
time, expectations are
already soaring.
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God Of Masses Nandamuri Blakrishna,

Sensational Maker Koratala Siva, Sudhakar

Cherukuri, Sudhakar Mikkkilineni, SLV

Cinemas, Yuvasudha Arts’ #NBK112

Spectacular Launch On June 25 In Amaravati,

Nara Lokeesh, Kandula Durgesh As Chief Guests

 Highlights

Movie Team and Guests Applaud Director P. Sunil Kumar Reddy’s Effort


