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Sensex sheds 508 pts as FMCG, PSU 
bank stocks drag markets lower

MUMBAI (TSIT): 

Benchmark equity indices 
ended sharply lower on Monday, 
dragged down by losses in 
FMCG, PSU banking, auto and 
realty stocks, even as investors 
monitored developments sur-
rounding a potential diplomatic 
breakthrough between the 
United States and Iran.The 
Nifty settled at 23,382.60, declin-
ing 165.15 points, or 0.7 per cent, 
while the Sensex fell 508.40 
points, or 0.68 per cent, to close 
at 74,267.34.

Commenting on Nifty techni-
cal outlook, experts said that the 
23,500 level is likely to act as 
immediate resistance after the 

breakdown, followed by a stron-
ger resistance zone near 23,600–
23,750. “on the downside, the 
breakdown below 23,500 has 
weakened the near-term struc-
ture and opened the possibility 
of further downside toward the 
23,300–23,250 support zone, 
which now becomes the next 
important area to watch,” an 
analyst stated.

Selling pressure was visible 

across broader markets as 
well, with Nifty Midcap 100 
dropped 1.45 per cent and Nifty 
Smallcap ended 0.88 per cent 
lower. Among the Nifty con-
stituents, Hindustan Unilever, 
Shriram Finance and Tata 
Consumer Products emerged 
as the biggest losers.

Other major laggards includ-
ed ITC and NTPC, contributing 
to the weakness in frontline 
indices.Tech Mahindra, Infosys, 
TCS and HCl Tech was among 
the top gainer on Sensex stocks. 
On the downside, Hindustan 
Unilever, ITC, NTPC, Mahindra 
and Mahindra, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank and Bajaj Finance dropped 
up to 2.83 per cent.

India-US tech partnership in semiconductors, 
AI enters industrial phase

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

The India-US partnership in 
semiconductors and artificial 
intelligence (AI), which got a 
fresh push during US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio’s recent 
visit to India, has rapidly 
evolved from strategic dia-
logue to industrial execution. 
Anchored by the US-India 
TRUST Initiative and the PAX 
Silica Declaration, both 
nations are collaborating to 
build trusted tech supply 
chains, expand computational 
capacity, and establish joint 
R&D projects.

The vision which was out-
lined in February 2025 by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and US President Donald 
Trump under the 'Transforming 

the Relationship Utilizing 
Strategic Technologies initia-
tive' (TRUST), to inject a new 
dynamism of AI opportunity to 
promote innovation and deploy 
it for human prosperity, has 
taken rapid strides, according 
to senior officials.

The partnerships focus on 
defence and commercial semi-
conductor manufacturing, 
such as the Shakti 
Semiconductor Fab, which is 
developing compound semi-
conductors for electric vehicles 
and aerospace applications.

K'taka cabinet exercise shifts to Delhi; Shivakumar, 
Siddaramaiah to meet Cong high command

BENGALURU (TSIT): 

Karnataka Chief Minister-
designate D.K. Shivakumar 
and caretaker CM 
Siddaramaiah reached New 
Delhi on Monday to hold dis-
cussions with the Congress 
high command on the forma-
tion of the new state cabinet.

The two senior leaders trav-
elled to the national capital on 
the same flight as the exercise 
to finalise the composition of 
the cabinet shifted to Delhi. 
AICC President Mallikarjun 
Kharge also left for Delhi earli-
er from his residence in 
Bengaluru.

Siddaramaiah's son MLC 
Yathindra Siddaramaiah and 
several senior Congress lead-
ers, including former Minister 

H.C. Mahadevappa, a close 
associate of Siddaramaiah, 
also reached the national capi-
tal. According to party sources, 
Congress leaders 
Siddaramaiah, D.K. 
Shivakumar, AICC General 
Secretary (Organisation) K.C. 
Venugopal, and Karnataka in-
charge Randeep Singh 
Surjewala have already held 
consultations and finalised the 
initial list of ministers.

Abhishek Banerjee skips CID summons, sends 
letter seeking time citing health condition

KOLKATA (TSIT): 

Abhishek Banerjee, the 
Trinamool Congress General 
Secretary and Lok Sabha mem-
ber, has sought time to appear 
before the West Bengal 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) in the signa-
ture mismatch case.

An insider of the party said 
that Banerjee has sent a letter 
to the CID seeking time to 
appear before its officers, as he 
is still recovering from the 
health issues which he encoun-
tered on May 30 when he was 
heckled and harassed while on 
his way to meet the family of a 
party worker in South 24 
Parganas district's Sonarpur.

According to the party insid-
er, his physical condition is 
still bad due to Saturday's 

attack.Banerjee was sum-
moned to the CID on Monday 
afternoon after being sent a 
notice to join the investigation 
into the Trinamool MLAs' sig-
nature forgery case. Ahead of 
this development, the CID 

formed a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to investigate alle-
gations of forged signatures of 
Trinamool Congress MLAs. It 
was learnt that an officer of the 
rank of DIG is leading it. Apart 
from this, a DSP and two 
inspectors are also in the team.

This appearance of Abhishek 
Banerjee is in connection with 
an interrogation concerning 
discrepancies in the signatures 
of the party’s MLAs related to 
nominations for specific 
important positions in the 
West Bengal Assembly.

This comes soon after the 
incident of heckling and 
physical assault that occurred 
in Sonarpur. The CID issued 
him a notice for interroga-
tion on May 30. Initially, the 
agency’s investigators visited 
his home located on the 
Harish Mukherjee Road to 
deliver the notice. 
Subsequently, upon discover-
ing that Banerjee was at his 
other residence in Kalighat, 
the CID officers proceeded 
there and personally present-
ed him the notice.

 "THERE IS PAIN IN HIS JAW AND 
SORENESS ALL OVER HIS BODY. THAT 
IS WHY ABHISHEK BANERJEE IS NOT 

GOING TO BHABANI BHAWAN IN 
RESPONSE TO THE CID SUMMONS," 

THE SOURCE SAID. THE PARTY INSID-
ER FURTHER SAID THAT ABHISHEK 

STILL HAS SEVERAL MEDICAL TESTS 
PENDING, WHICH WILL TAKE SOME 

TIME. "OVERALL, ABHISHEK 
BANERJEE WANTS TO TAKE SOME 

MORE TIME TO APPEAR BEFORE THE 
CID," THE SOURCE ADDED.
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New Delhi, June 1 : The gross 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
collections rose 3.2 per cent 
year-on-year to around Rs 2 
lakh crore in May, despite 
geopolitical tensions in West 
Asia, according to government 
data released on Monday. As 
per data, gross GST revenue 
stood at Rs 1,94,184 crore in 
May, compared to Rs 1,88,172 
crore in the same month last 
year. Meanwhile, net GST col-
lections reached Rs 1,66,904 
crore, a growth of 3.3 per cent 
over the corresponding peri-
od last year.Total refunds 
during the month increased 
2.6 per cent year-on-year to 
Rs 27,281 crore.Adjusted for 
this, gross GST revenue 
growth for May 2026 stood 
at around 9 per cent, while 
adjusted domestic gross GST 
growth was estimated at 
about 5 per cent. Gross 
domestic GST revenue stood 
at Rs 1,34,530 crore during 
the month, down 2.6 per 
cent from a year ago.

GST COLLECTIONS CLOCK 
NEARLY RS 2 LAKH CRORE IN 
MAY AFTER ROBUST APRIL

Alert Telangana farmers about 
potential drought-like conditions:

CM Reddy warns officials of El Nino impact

HYDERABAD (TSIT): 

Telangana Chief Minister, A. 
Revanth Reddy, on Monday 
directed officials to sensitise 
farmers regarding potential 
drought-like conditions. At a 
meeting held to review mon-
soon preparedness of the vari-
ous departments, he said farm-
ers should be educated on the 
cultivation of crops that 
require minimal water con-
sumption.

Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy also emphasised the 
need for apprising farmers of 
the importance of crop rota-
tion and crop diversification.

It was also decided that a letter 
will be sent to the Central 
Government requesting that the 
entire urea output from the 
Ramagundam Fertilizers Factory 
be allocated exclusively to 
Telangana.The review meeting 
held at the State Secretariat was 

attended by officials from the 
Departments of Agriculture, 
Irrigation, Urban Development, 
Panchayat Raj, Health, Home, 
HYDRAA, Disaster Management, 
and Fire Services. Officials from 
the Meteorological Department 
delivered a PowerPoint 
Presentation covering rainfall 
patterns associated with the 
Southwest monsoon, the impact 
of El Niño, and other relevant fac-
tors. CM Revanth Reddy also 
enquired about the status of 
maintenance works for irriga-
tion projects. 

He directed officials to com-
plete the maintenance of proj-
ect gates and other related 
works on a war footing.

The Chief Minister ordered 
the immediate release of funds 
required for the maintenance 
of irrigation projects.He 
directed that the Rs.1,000 crore 
corpus available with the 
Disaster Management 

Department be utilised strictly 
in accordance with established 
regulations.CM Revanth 
Reddy ordered the immediate 
release of funds necessary for 
the repair of damaged roads 
and the reconstruction of col-
lapsed bridges.

The Chief Minister said offi-
cials must respond immediate-
ly in the event of any loss of 
life, property, or livestock dur-
ing natural disasters. 
Operations at the district level 
must proceed in coordination 
between the Collector and the 
Superintendent of Police (SP). 
Within the jurisdiction of Core 
Urban Region Economy 
(CURE), the Commissioners of 
the three corporations and the 
Police Commissioners must 
work together in coordination. 
CM Revanth Reddy said meet-
ings must be held at scheduled 
intervals to resolve public 
grievances.

BJP is now 
trying to break 
Trinamool: 
Mamata

KOLKATA (TSIT): 

After winning the recently con-
cluded West Bengal elections 
through various unfair means, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is using the state police to 
break the Trinamool Congress 
from inside, alleged Mamata 
Banerjee on Monday.

She claimed that many MLAs 
were first receiving threat calls 
from the police, warning them 
to refrain from party-related 
activities or face cases under 
the Arms Act and the Narcotics 
Act. “After that, the same MLAs 
are receiving calls from differ-
ent BJP offices and are asked to 
break Trinamool Congress from 
inside,” Mamata Banerjee 
alleged in a live social message 
on Monday.She went live on 
social media soon after 
Trinamool Congress announced 
the expulsion of two legislators, 
Sandipan Saha from Entally 
constituency in North Kolkata 
and Ritabrata Banerjee from 
Uluberia (Purba) in Howrah dis-
trict, on charges of anti-party 
activities.Although she did not 
name Saha and Banerjee direct-
ly, she said those lacking moral 
ethics had no place in the 
Trinamool Congress. 

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

The Congress on Monday 
intensified its attack on the 
Centre over the alleged cyber-
security breach in the Central 
Board of Secondary Education’s 
(CBSE) On Screen Marking 
(OSM) system, demanding 
accountability from the 
Ministry of Education and call-
ing for the resignation of union 
Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Congress general secretary 
in-charge communications 
Jairam Ramesh 
alleged that CBSE 
had initially denied 
vulnerabilities in 
its digital evalua-
tion platform 
before eventually 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g 
that the system had 
been compromised.

He also ques-
tioned the role of 
the contractor, 
COEMPT, and 
accused the authorities of 
shielding the company despite 
concerns over its performance. 
“After denying the cybersecu-
rity vulnerabilities in its On 
Screen Marking (OSM) system 
for weeks, the CBSE has finally 
acknowledged that the system 
has been compromised,” 
Ramesh said in a post on X.

The Congress leader ques-
tioned whether any action 
would be taken against the con-
tractor responsible for operat-
ing the system. “But what 
action is it planning to take 
against its contractor 
COEMPT? Not much,” he 
alleged. Ramesh further 

claimed that changes made to 
the tender conditions before 
the contract was awarded indi-
cated an attempt to protect the 
vendor.

According to him, CBSE’s 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
issued in August 2025 had 
retained provisions allowing 
the board to blacklist vendors 
that failed to deliver effectively. 
However, he alleged that a cor-
rigendum issued the following 
month removed the board’s 
power to blacklist such firms.

“It appears that COEMPT’s 
benefactors in the 
CBSE and the 
Ministry of 
Education antici-
pated that 
COEMPT would 
not be fit to the 
task,” he said, 
describing the 
change as “an inex-
plicable, govern-
m e n t - b a c k e d 
attempt to save 
COEMPT” that 

allegedly began even before the 
company formally secured the 
contract.

The controversy relates to 
the OSM system used by CBSE 
for the digital evaluation of 
answer scripts, a critical com-
ponent of the examination pro-
cess affecting lakhs of students 
across the country. Concerns 
over cybersecurity vulnerabili-
ties and the integrity of the 
evaluation process have trig-
gered political criticism, with 
opposition parties seeking 
greater transparency regard-
ing the management of the sys-
tem and the awarding of relat-
ed contracts.

Cong demands Education 
Minister’s resignation over CBSE 

OSM cybersecurity row

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES,
VISAKHAPATNAM: Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has reaf-
firmed the State Government’s 
commitment to the balanced 
development of all regions. He 
said the government is imple-
menting a regional develop-
ment strategy by developing 
the Visakha Region from 
Srikakulam to the erstwhile 
East Godavari district, the 
Amaravati Region from West 
Godavari to Prakasam district, 
and the Rayalaseema Region 
with Tirupati as its growth 
hub. The Chief Minister noted 
that the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia has led to a shortage 
of gas supplies and rising pet-
rol and diesel prices. He also 
pointed out that commercial 
crops grown in the State are 
facing export-related challeng-

es and assured that the govern-
ment is taking steps to address 
these issues.

Referring to climatic condi-
tions, Chandrababu Naidu said 
that temperatures have risen 
sharply due to the El Niño phe-
nomenon and rainfall is expect-
ed to be below normal. 
However, through efficient 
water management, reservoir 
storage levels have been main-
tained at around 65 percent. He 

added that irrigation water 
was released into canals well in 
advance to support agriculture 
and ensure better prepared-
ness for the coming year. The 
Chief Minister announced that 
the State is making elaborate 
arrangements for the Godavari 
Pushkaralu-2027 and expressed 
confidence that the Polavaram 
Project would be completed 
and dedicated to the nation 
before the festival. 

CM Naidu reiterates commitment to 
balanced regional development
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NEW DELHI: In the past 
three months over 10 lakh 
Pink Saheli Cards have been 
distributed in the national 
capital, Transport minister 
Pankaj Singh said on Mon-
day.
The Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC) has also roped 
in Airawat Research Foun-
dation-IIT Kanpur, which 
specialises in AI technolo-
gy, to strengthen its ‘One 
Delhi’ application and work 
on other data analytics proj-
ects.
“Within less than 90 days, 
over 10 lakh Pink Sahe-
li Cards have reached our 
mothers and sisters. What 
once seemed like a vision 
has become a reality. This is 
not merely a travel card, it is 
a step towards convenience, 
empowerment and integrat-
ed mobility,” Singh said.
Minister stated that around 
73 distribution centres 
across Delhi are current-
ly issuing the cards, with 
nearly 11,000 cards being 
issued daily. He added that 
the government is prepared 
to expand outreach and ca-

pacity further if demand in-
creases.
“Our priority is clear - ev-
ery eligible woman who 
wishes to avail this facility 
should be able to receive 
the card. If demand exceeds 
projections, we are fully 
prepared to scale up. DTC 

and operational readiness 
to support wider cover-

age,” he said. Alongside this 
achievement, our partner-
ship with IIT Kanpur marks 
an important step towards 
building a smarter, tech-
nology-driven and commut-
er-centric public transport 
system for Delhi, he added.
“The collaboration will 
strengthen Delhi’s digital 
public transport ecosystem 
by supporting key platforms 

such as the One Delhi App, 
ONDC-based bus ticket-
ing and other commuter 
services through advanced 

-
ligence and data analytics,” 
the transport minister said 
in a statement.
He further said that the 
digital transition will sup-
port better public transport 
planning and governance.

Over 10 lakh Pink Saheli card distributed in 
Delhi in less than 90 days: Transport minister

IMPHAL:  The apex body 
of Naga tribes in Manipur 
on Monday cancelled the 
scheduled release of 14 Kuki 
civilians following disagree-
ments with certain youth 
leaders and stakeholders of 
the tribal community.
In a statement, the United 
Naga Council said, “Con-
sidering the prevailing sen-
timents of the Naga public, 
the proposed release of the 
14 Kuki detainees, earlier 
scheduled at 2 pm on June 1, 
hereby stands cancelled.
The 14 Kuki civilians were 
detained and taken hostage 
on May 13 and were sched-
uled to be released on Mon-
day afternoon before being 
taken to Kangpokpi district 
for a reception programme.
The decision to facilitate 
their release triggered re-
sentment among some Naga 
youth groups and civil so-

ciety organisations, which 
alleged that the move had 
been taken without adequate 
consultation with stakehold-
ers in the Naga-majority dis-

Multiple meetings were held 
among the Naga civil society 
organisations and student 
bodies at Senapati for hours, 
where it was pointed out that 
the fate of six Naga civilians 
abducted by Kuki armed 
groups remains unknown, 

The Naga groups pointed out 
that the whereabouts and 
condition of the six youths 

-
vealed by Kuki armed groups 

of the Kuki hostages.
In an earlier statement, the 
UNC had said that it, along 
with the Naga People’s Or-
ganisation (NPO), Senapati, 
had intervened for the re-

lease of the 14 Kuki detain-
ees held by the Naga Village 
Guard-Northern Command 
after consultations with 
stakeholders.
The council said the decision 

from the Baptist community, 
Naga churches, tribal bodies 
and organisations, as well as 
an assurance given by Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
to Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio that the Min-

trace the abducted Naga 
civilians, identify those re-
sponsible and ensure legal 
action.
The UNC also referred to an 
appeal by the Manipur gov-
ernment and its assurance 
that the Suspension of Op-
erations (SoO) ground rules 
would be strictly enforced, 
including rationalisation and 
relocation of camps.

Naga apex body cancels 
release of 14 Kuki civilians 

LUDHIANA: Punjab Congress 
president Amrinder Singh 
Raja Warring on Monday as-
serted that the party was ful-
ly united and was set to re-
turn to power in the state in 
the next assembly elections.
Ludhiana MP Warring met 
his party colleague and for-
mer chief minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi who is leading 
a delegation to the Punjab 
Agricultural University.
In a statement, Warring as-
serted that the entire lead-
ership, which includes him, 
Partap Singh Bajwa, Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi, Sukh-
jinder Singh Randhawa and 
others are together and will 
ensure Congress victory in 
Punjab in 2027.
Warring accompanied by 
senior local leaders received 
Channi at the PAU campus.
The PCC president submit-
ted a detailed memorandum 
to Channi, who is also the 
chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on 
Agriculture, demanding a 
special one-time grant of Rs 
1,000 crore for research to 

the PAU, besides a recurring 
annual grant of Rs 50 to Rs 
60 crore.
He said the PAU has been 
starved of funds and at 
times, it did not have enough 
money to pay salaries to the 
employees and scientists.
Warring said the the Green 
Revolution was scripted in 
PAU and had an important 
role in ensuring food secu-
rity.
Replying to a question 
about the Aam Aadmi Par-

ty’s claims over winning the 
Municipal Council elections, 
Warring said, for the last 
twenty years it has been the 
ruling party, which has al-
ways won these elections and 
subsequently lost the assem-
bly elections.
In fact, the AAP performance 
has been poor as compared 
to that of the ruling parties 
earlier, he said.
Warring said the opposition 
performance has been far 
better under the AAP regime.
Replying to another ques-
tion, he said the AAP had 
completely failed on law and 
order, drugs, employment 

the state bankrupt.
He alleged that killings of 
innocent people had become 
a new norm under the AAP 
regime. “The AAP govern-
ment is neck deep in cor-
ruption and every Punjabi is 
feeling the pinch”, he further 
charged.
On Union minister of state in 
railways Ravneet Singh Bit-
tu’s recent heated exchanges 
with the cops, Warring de-

scribed him as a “dim-wit” 
and asked what the BJP 
leader had done for the state 
while being a minister for 
two years. “Has he provid-
ed any jobs to youth or laid 
down any additional rail 
lines in Punjab?” he asked.
The matter stems from a 
May 26 incident in which 
Bittu had heated exchanges 

Dhuri while demanding the 
release of BJP leader Onkar 
Singh, who was detained by 
the police for allegedly cam-
paigning during the “silent 
period” in the civic elections.
Bittu has since apologised to 
the Scheduled Caste commu-
nity for the remarks.
Asked to comment on ex-CM 
and former Congress leader 
Amarinder Singh’s remarks 
that the Congress, unlike the 
BJP, took everyone into con-

why did he leave the party.
Amarinder Singh must have 
realised how liberal the Con-

-
ing the BJP is, the PCC chief 
said.

Amrinder says party ‘completely 
united’, will win assembly polls

NEW DELHI: Ahead of assem-
bly polls in several states, 
BJP president Nitin Nabin on 
Monday held a meeting with 

and leaders to discuss its fur-
ther expansion in the country.
The meeting, which lasted 

bringing more youth into the 
party fold. It also discussed 
party’s plans for expanding 
its reach to women, Dalits, 
tribals and other sections of 
society across the country.
Speaking to reporters, BJP 
MP and national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said, “A 

long meeting of senior party 
workers was held today. The 
meeting was presided over by 
BJP national president Nitin 
Nabin.”
While India is progressing 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the 
party has grown stronger 
and expanded its footprints 
across the country under his 
leadership, Patra said.
Under the leadership of PM 
Modi, the BJP-NDA has got 
also opportunity to “serve the 
people through its govern-
ment in 22 states”, he said, 
adding that party’s further 
expansion was the prime 

agenda of the meeting.
The brainstorming session 

-
rations for the assembly polls 
in seven states due to be held 
next year.
Assembly polls in Goa, Guja-
rat, Manipur, Punjab, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Himachal Pradesh are due to 
be held in 2027. Except Pun-
jab and Himachal Pradesh, 
the BJP is in power in the re-

Patra said the meeting un-
derlined the importance of 
getting continuous feedback 

from the party workers for 
further expansion of the or-
ganisation across the coun-
try.
“The Bharatiya Janata Party 

the guidance of its dedicat-
ed, indeed truly exceptional, 
cadres, it must gather sugges-
tions from all of them, con-
solidate their various inputs, 
and determine how best to 
further expand and strength-
en the party’s work at the 
grassroots level,” Patra said.
“Therefore, a detailed discus-
sion is currently underway 
covering all dimensions,” he 
said.

BJP chief Nabin holds meeting 
to discuss party’s expansion

GWALIOR: A 32-year-
old woman was alleged-
ly killed in celebratory 

birthday party in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Gwali-
or city, after which her 
family kept her body in 
a deep freezer instead 
of informing police and 

Monday.
The incident occurred in 
Tripti Nagar under the 
Thatipur police station 
limits on Sunday, Addi-
tional Superintendent of 
Police Jayaraj Kuber told 
reporters.
He said Manoj Kush-
wah’s son was celebrat-
ing his birthday when 
Manoj’s younger broth-
er, Yogesh Kushwah, 

from a country-made 
pistol. During the cele-

allegedly struck Manoj’s 
wife Jyoti Kushwah in 

the head, killing her on 

Kuber said the family al-
legedly tried to conceal 
the incident without in-
forming the police.
He said Manoj Kushwah 
arranged a deep freezer 
and kept Jyoti’s body in 
it. The family later start-
ed preparing for her last 
rites in the thick of the 
night.
Police rushed to the 
house of the Kushwahas 
after receiving informa-
tion, Kuber said, adding 
that Manoj Kushwah and 
other family members 

-
ing the body behind.
The body has been sent 
for postmortem exam-
ination, while a search is 
on to trace the abscond-
ing family members.
Police are also investi-
gating the source of the 
country-made pistol al-

Woman killed in celebratory 

foil secret cremation bid

NEW DELHI: The ED on Monday 
said it has arrested a former Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank executive al-
leged to be the mastermind of a Rs 
145-crore fraud in which Panch-

-
cials, bank employees and private 
persons allegedly conspired to si-

Pushpinder Singh, a former dep-
uty vice president of the private 
sector lender, was arrested by the 
Chandigarh Zonal Unit of the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) under 
the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) on June 1, the 
agency said in a statement.
A special PMLA court in Panchku-
la has sent Singh to ED custody till 
June 9, the statement said.
The money laundering case stems 
from an FIR registered by the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB), 
Panchkula, under various provi-
sions of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita and the Prevention of Corrup-

According to the ED, the FIR al-

leged embezzlement of the funds 
of the Municipal Corporation, 
Panchkula, worth Rs 145 crore 
through a “deep-rooted, well-or-
ganised criminal conspiracy” in-

The federal agency said its in-
vestigation has so far revealed a 
“closed criminal nexus of munic-

allegedly hatched a conspiracy to 

The ED alleged that Dileep Ku-
mar Raghav, a former customer 
relationship manager at Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, along with Singh 
and Vikas Kaushik, former senior 

-
la, opened two bank accounts in 
the name of the civic body using 
forged and fake authorisation doc-

uments.
“The funds of MC, Panchkula 
available in genuine accounts 
were transferred to unauthorised 
and illegal accounts using forged 
and fake fund migration authori-
sation letters in the name of MC, 
Panchkula,” the agency said.
The investigation found that funds 
transferred to the unauthorised 
accounts were subsequently rout-

Dahra, Swati Tomar, Kapil Kumar 
and Vinod Kumar, the ED alleged.
“Investigation has revealed that 

under the control and directions 
of Pushpinder Singh,” the agency 
said.
The ED further alleged that bank 
accounts belonging to Dahra and 
Tomar, which were used for si-

the municipal corporation funds, 
were also controlled by Singh.
According to the agency, the mon-

from the fake MC Panchkula ac-
counts was routed back.

 ED arrests ‘mastermind’ in Rs 145-crore 
municipal corporation-bank nexus fraud case

MUMBAI: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Mon-
day defended the use 
of bulldozers against 
illegal construction, 
asserting the state gov-
ernment follows due le-
gal process during such 
action.
Strict action against 
lawbreakers will con-
tinue, he said at an 
event organised by a 
news channel here, his 
remarks coming amid 
political debate over 
what is often referred 
to as “bulldozer justice” 
against illegal struc-
tures generally linked to 
those accused of crimes.
“I do not speak for any 
other state. Maharash-
tra is governed by the 
rule of law and action is 
taken only after follow-
ing prescribed proce-
dures. In Maharashtra, 
if somebody acts beyond 
the law or does some-
thing wrong, bulldozer 
action is taken against 
them,” the CM asserted.

The government has not 
targeted any individual 
or community in such 
cases and notices are 
issued before any dem-
olition is carried out, he 
added.
“Whoever does wrong 
will face action, and the 
bulldozer will continue 
to operate,” Fadnavis 
warned.
The CM also expressed 

-
en’s reservation in legis-

latures would be imple-
mented by 2029, adding 
that political participa-
tion of women cannot 
increase substantially 
without reservation.
The Narendra Modi 
government took the 
initiative to introduce 
Women’s Reservation 
Bill, also known as Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam, to increase wom-
en’s representation in 
politics, he said.

“Women’s participation 
will not increase unless 
reservation is provided. 
Just as reservation has 
helped increase partici-
pation in education and 
employment, it is neces-
sary in politics as well,” 
Fadnavis said.
Opposition parties did 
not back the legislation 
despite the Centre pro-
viding a practical solu-
tion for its implementa-
tion, he said.
“The Opposition did 
not want the bill to be 
passed. However, politi-
cal parties are now real-
ising women cannot be 
ignored. Many parties 
are preparing to sup-
port the bill. The legis-
lation will secure wider 
support in the coming 
years,” the CM said.
The bill will be passed 
and women’s reserva-
tion will be implement-
ed in 2029, he said.
“I hope Opposition par-
ties in Maharashtra will 
also support the initia-
tive,” he added.

Fadnavis defends bulldozer action, says it 
will continue against those breaking the law

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister C 
Josepth Vijay on Mon-
day asked if a blazer 
could be used only by 
‘dominant forces’ and 
said that his choice of 
black in his dress had a 
symbolic value.
In his maiden rally 
here -- after winning 
the April 23 Assem-
bly polls-- to thank the 
people of Tiruchi-East 
Assembly segment from 
where he won and re-
signed the seat to re-
tain Perambur, Vijay 
referred to him wearing 
a blazer and white and 
black clothes in his pub-
lic appearances. He also 
referred to comments 

being made about it.
Politicians in Tamil 
Nadu usually wear a 
white shirt and a dhoti.
Vijay asked: “Why? 
Shouldn’t we all wear 
a coat and a suit? Is it 
only for those in power, 
or is it only for domi-
nant forces?
The black (blazer) and 
white (shirt) is only to 
show that Vijay will be 
“black and white” in ev-
erything, he said.
Without elaborating, 
he also said that people 
also understood what 
black meant.
In Tamil Nadu, coincid-
ing with the rise of the 
Dravidian movement 
about a century ago, 

black had stood for re-
sistance to oppression, 
loyalty to self-respect, 
social justice and lofty 
principles under the 
egalitarian goals.
Rejecting DMK’s accu-
sation that he was in 
‘mute’ mode, the CM 
said he does not give 
an explanation for ev-
erything and also does 
not go on talking. “In 
all (public) meetings, I 
have spoken only within 
a maximum of 20 min-
utes.”
The TVK chief said peo-
ple are telling him to 
focus only on his work 
for the sake of people’s 
welfare. They have told 
him that they would 

take care of those criti-
cising him.
That does not mean 
that he had no political 
rivals, the CM said and 
reiterated that the polit-

was only between the 
TVK and the DMK, and 
other parties had no 
space before and after 
polls.
The meeting was organ-
ised by the TVK here, 
and the ‘Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu’ (Tamil invo-
cation song) was sung 

that the Tamil invoca-
tion was accorded only 
the third place in the 
state functions attended 
by Governor Arlekar.

TN CM Vijay reveals ‘secret’ behind black

Elephant calf found dead 

Kurkut rivers in Raigarh
RAIGARH: An elephant calf was found dead at 

said.

of Mand and Kurkut rivers in Kharsia forest 

suggest the calf died due to internal injuries. 
A fractured pelvic bone was also detected 
during the examination,” he said.
Samples have been sent for further analysis 
and investigation to ascertain the exact cause 

The latest incident comes amid growing 
concern over elephant mortality in Raigarh 
district. More than 10 elephant calves have 
died in Dharamjaigarh forest division in the 
district over the past year due to various rea-
sons.
On the night of May 23, an elephant calf died 
after getting trapped in a pond in a village 
under Dharamjaigarh forest division. Two 
other calf deaths were reported in the same 

Following the series of elephant calf deaths, 
experts from Dehradun and Bareilly visited 
Dharamjaigarh last week to assess habitat 

elephant habitats and reducing mortality.
According to forest department, more than 
45 elephants have died from various causes 
across Chhattisgarh over the last 28 months.
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Tamil Nadu

How women’s environmental action across 
the Global South can create a better planet

Tamil Nadu: Mandatory biometric attendance 
comes into effect at Secretariat

CHENNAI: Mandatory 
biometric attendance came 
into effect in the Human 
Resources Management 
Department at the Tamil 
Nadu Secretariat on 
Monday, marking the first 
phase of a broader initia-
tive that is likely to be 
extended to other depart-
ments in the coming 
months.Officials in the 

Secretariat said the biomet-
ric system had initially 

been introduced on a pilot 
basis. However, following 
objections and concerns 
raised by employees and 
officers of the Human 
Resources Management 
Department, the pilot 
project was temporarily 
suspended. Subsequently, 
the department issued a 
circular making biomet-

ric attendance mandatory 
from June 1.Accordingly, 
officers and staff members 
of the department regis-
tered their attendance 
through the biometric sys-
tem on Monday. Sources 
said the government is con-
sidering extending the sys-
tem to other departments 
in a phased manner after 
assessing its implementa-
tion in the Human 
Resources Management 
Department. 

The Tamil Nadu 
Secretariat is located in two 
major complexes at Fort St 
George. 

These include the his-
toric Main Building and 
the ten-storey Namakkal 
Kavignar Maaligai.

PMK’s Anbumani Ramadoss urges TN govt to challenge 
SC verdict on super-speciality medical seats issue

CHENNAI: PMK President 
Dr Anbumani Ramadoss has 
urged the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to challenge a recent 
Supreme Court order direct-
ing that 151 unfilled super-
speciality medical seats 
reserved for government doc-
tors in Tamil Nadu be surren-
dered to the All India Quota, 
describing the decision as 
unjust and detrimental to the 
state’s public healthcare sys-
tem. Police suspended over 
harassment plaint in 
Tirunelveli

In a statement issued on 
Monday, Anbumani said the 
reserved seats in government med-
ical colleges are crucial for ensur-
ing the availability of highly spe-

cialised doctors in Tamil Nadu’s 
government hospitals.He argued 
that these seats represent the only 
reliable mechanism through 
which the state can retain special-
ist doctors in public service.
According to him, Tamil Nadu has 
a total of 670 super-speciality post-

graduate medical seats, of which 
415 are available in government 
medical colleges. Fifty per cent of 
these seats, amounting to 215 
seats, are reserved for doctors 
serving in government hospitals. 
Doctors admitted under this 
quota are required to execute a 

bond committing them to contin-
ue working in government hospi-
tals until retirement.Youth’s 
burnt body found in Coimbatore 
drainAnbumani pointed out that 
most doctors who complete 
super-speciality training often 
prefer employment in private 
hospitals due to higher salaries 
and better opportunities. 
Therefore, he said, the reserva-
tion policy has played a critical 
role in ensuring that government 
hospitals continue to have access 
to highly qualified specialists 
capable of providing advanced 
and life-saving treatments. 

He noted that counselling for 
admission to the 215 reserved seats 
began in April. During the first 
round, 100 candidates were invited 

for counselling from among 170 
applicants who had secured the 
qualifying marks in the NEET 
Super Speciality examination. Of 
these, 71 candidates were allotted 
seats and 68 accepted their allot-
ments. While the second round of 
counselling to fill the remaining 
seats was yet to take place, a peti-
tion was filed before the Supreme 
Court seeking the transfer of unal-
lotted seats to the All India Quota. 
The court subsequently ordered 
that the remaining 151 seats be 
surrendered. Anbumani con-
tended that such seats are 
usually filled only after the 
qualifying marks are 
reduced, a process that the 
Centre is expected to under-
take this year as well.

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay holds roadshow
 in Tiruchirappalli

TIRUCHY: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay held a 
roadshow here on 
Monday and was 
accorded a rousing 
reception by the peo-
ple and TVK workers 
on his arrival from 
the state capital.

As soon as Vijay 
arrived, he was 
accorded a ceremoni-
al police salute, and 
Ministers Aadhav 
Arjuna and S 
Ramesh, senior offi-
cials, Lok Sabha MP 
Durai Vaiko welcomed 
him.

Later, he travelled in a 
van from the airport to the 
venue of the public meet-
ing, St Joseph College, a dis-

tance of roughly 10 km.
Seated in the front, he 

waved to the people who 
were waiting on both sides 
of the road. Party workers 
and locals showered flowers 

on his vehicle at several 
places and they enthusiasti-
cally shouted ‘Vijay’.

Police had made tight 
security arrangements in 
view of the visit of the chief 

minister.Youth’s 
burnt body found 
in Coimbatore 
drain

Vijay is all set 
to address people 
on the premises 
of the college here 
by 4.15 PM to 
thank the people 
of Tiruchirappalli 
East, from where 
he won and sub-
s e q u e n t l y 
resigned his seat 
so as to retain the 
Perambur seat in 
C h e n n a i . O n 

September 13, 2025, Vijay 
kick-started his ‘I am com-
ing’ state-wide campaign 
in Tiruchirappalli for the 
2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly 
election.

TN: Sports Minister Arjuna reviews facilities at Coimbatore’s 
Nehru stadium, assures support to athletes

COIMBATORE: Tamil 
Nadu Sports Minister 
Aadhav Arjuna on Sunday 
inspected sports infra-
structure and training 
facilities at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium in 
Coimbatore, interacting 
with athletes, coaches and 
officials to assess their 
requirements and ongoing 
development works.

The minister, who was 
in the city to attend the 
final of the All India 
Basketball Tournament, 
visited the Nehru Indoor 
Stadium, where he was 
received by Coimbatore 
District Collector 
P a v a n k u m a r 
Giriyappanavar, officials 
from the Sports 
Development Authority of 

Tamil Nadu (SDAT), and 
other district authorities. 
During the inspection, 
Arjuna toured various 
facilities within the stadi-
um complex, including the 
gymnasium, where he 
interacted with athletes 

and sought feedback on 
the quality of infrastruc-
ture and support available 
to them.

He later visited the play-
ing areas and engaged 
with students practising 
yoga and football, discuss-

ing their training require-
ments and the improve-
ments needed to strength-
en sporting facilities.

The minister also met 
athletes from disciplines 
including athletics and 
kabaddi, listening to their 
concerns and suggestions 
regarding infrastructure, 
equipment and training 
support. Several athletes 
took the opportunity to 
interact with him person-
ally, with many posing for 
photographs and selfies 
during the visit.

Among those who met 
the minister was national 
sub-junior kabaddi player 
Keerthana, who said the 
interaction focused on 
improving facilities for 
athletes.

C
limate change has 
different impacts 
on men and 
women, especially 

in the Global South. 
Patriarchal culture is the 
cause behind this. We 
often do not involve 
women in responding to 
environmental problems. 
To often, we exclude them 
in discussions on solu-
tions to climate crisis. 
Patriarchal culture also 
creates unequal gender 
relations, with women 
being considered only 
capable of managing 
household and domestic 
work.

Leaving women out 
when coming up with 
environmental solutions 
puts them in more vulner-
able positions. When cli-
mate change-related 
events occurs – such as 
more extreme weather, 
forest fires or floods – 

women and girls bear a 
heavier burden and experi-
ence more severe impacts. 
Violence against women is 
also on the rise amid global 
warming.However, we 
need to change the narra-
tive that women are merely 
“victims” of climate crisis. 
In reality, women in the 
Global South countries also 
possess the abilities and 
strength to protect the 
environment. They mani-
fest their power to preserve 
the environment in various 
actions, both formal and 
informal, individual and 
collective.
WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS 
ACROSS THE GLOBAL SOUTH
Historically, women have 
played a big part in protect-
ing the environment in 
Asian and South American 
countries. The Chipko 
movement started in 1974, 
when the Indigenous 
women and community of 
Reni village in India fought 
to protect the forest from 
logging that threatened 
their livelihood. They col-
lectively took action by 
guarding and embracing 
trees to push back contrac-
tors and prevent deforesta-
tion.Their fight went glob-
al, making waves world-
wide.During the 1985 
Nairobi Conference on 
Women from Third World 
Countries, women empha-
sised the importance of 
nature conservation and 
women’s environmental 

actions. Testimonies from 
the Chipko movement and 
similar women’s move-
ments in other countries 
were discussed at this con-
ference.
FIGHTING FOR CHANGE
 IN MEXICO AND BOLIVIA

Besides the Chipko 
movement, there is a recent 
example from women in 
Zapotalito, a village within 
the Chacahua-Pastoría 
lagoon national park area 
in southern Mexico.

They have endured a 
series of environmental 
challenges, including dead 
fish, a dreadful ammonia 
smell, and a decline in air 
and water quality due to a 
dam project and lime oil 
factory pollution.

The women of Zapotalito 
worked together to clean 
the natural canal in the 
Coaxaca mangrove area. 
They used shovels and hoes 
for regular clean-ups in 
2016. Even as they fought 
for change, they continued 
their daily routines. They 
cooked food, made tortillas, 
cleaned houses, cared for 
children, tended to pets and 
plants and caught fish for 
their families to eat, even 
amid bad environmental 
conditions. On another 
front, the women’s move-
ment in Chiquiacá, Bolivia, 
has been protecting the 
Tariquía Flora and Fauna 
National Reserve since 2017 
from oil and gas companies’ 
expansion..
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Edit

"My home is an extension of my identity." Surely, someone
you know must have said this to you. Or maybe you have
said it to someone. The line, originated in elite circles
(probably), is now a common phrase in urban Indian
households. But this line now has a market value too -- $12
billion. How? A few years ago, buying a house was the fin-
ish line for most people. Now, it is only the beginning. "My
home is an extension of my identity." Surely, someone you
know must have said this to you. Or maybe you have said
it to someone. The line, originated in elite circles (proba-
bly), is now a common phrase in urban Indian households.
But this line now has a market value too -- $12 billion. How?
A few years ago, buying a house was the finish line for
most people. Now, it is only the beginning. Advertisement -
Scroll to continue Across India's cities, homeowners are
spending aggressively on interiors, decor, modular
kitchens, smart lighting, luxury wardrobes, wellness cor-
ners, and customised living spaces. The shift is changing
not just homes, but also the business of real estate, furni-
ture, decor, and interior design. Interior Design, Decor
India Market: Numbers Tell The Story Industry estimates
suggest Indian homeowners are now spending anywhere
between 10 per cent and 20 per cent of a property's value on
interiors alone. That means a buyer purchasing a Rs 1
crore apartment could easily spend another Rs 10-20 lakh
after getting the keys. In premium homes priced between
Rs 2 crore and Rs 3 crore, interior budgets are stretching to
Rs 20-40 lakh. And this is no longer restricted to ultra-rich
buyers in Mumbai or Delhi. The appetite is spreading rap-
idly across Tier-2 cities like Jaipur, Lucknow, Indore,
Chandigarh, and Coimbatore. India's home interiors mar-
ket, currently estimated at more than $12 billion, is grow-
ing at 8-13 per cent annually. Residential demand alone
now accounts for nearly 60 per cent of the overall interior
design market. Homes Are Becoming Identity Statements
"Residential homes are no longer defined by scale alone,
they are defined by the amenities and level of experience
they offer," said Amar Sarin, MD & CEO of TARC Ltd. He
said buyers today are looking for homes that reflect "identi-
ty, aspiration and a deeper sense of belongingness", while
the lines between luxury housing and hospitality are
increasingly blurring. That mindset shift is becoming visi-
ble across India's housing market. Developers, interior
brands, and decor companies say millennials and dual-
income households are driving the biggest transformation
the sector has seen in years. Unlike previous generations
that treated interiors as optional upgrades, younger buyers
now see them as essential. "The Indian residential market
is witnessing a major lifestyle transformation," said Pyush
Lohia, Managing Director of Lohia Worldspace. "Homes
today are no longer viewed as just physical spaces -- they
have become deeply personal reflections of comfort, aspira-
tion, and identity." This aspiration is reshaping spending
behaviour. Social media platforms, design influencers,
Pinterest-inspired aesthetics, celebrity home tours, and
hybrid work culture have fundamentally altered what
Indian buyers want from their homes. 

I first travelled to London three
years ago to visit my sister and cel-
ebrate my birthday. It was my first
solo international trip, so natural-
ly, I was excited about everything -
getting my visa, booking my tick-
ets, planning the journey, and
finally exchanging rupees for
pounds before landing in what felt
like the most cosmopolitan city in
the world.
In March 2023, one pound cost me
around Rs 100 - simple enough for
mental maths every time I bought
coffee or took the tube. A year
later, around the same time, I was
back in London and went through
the same routine again. Except
this time, one pound was closer to
Rs 105. Still manageable for quick
conversions, but enough to make
me realise how much exchange
rates quietly shape the experience
of studying, travelling, and living
abroad.  I experienced all of this a
year later when I moved to London
for my Master's degree at King's
College. Now, I was converting a
lot of money for visa and college
fees. And as the rupee slipped
against the pound every day,
monthly expenses and stress levels
started to climb. As of May 2026,
you need Rs 128 to get a pound. It is
good for you if you are regularly
earning, but for students, it's a
nightmare to have daily. Since last
year, every financial decision I
made in Delhi was shaped by the
rupee-pound currency conversion
rate. From booking tickets for a
concert to applying for a loan and a
visa to replacing my old phone, I
could feel what thousands of
Indian students go through every
year. Despite the weakening of the
rupee, students still choose the UK
over India because it offers high-
quality education and a better
standard of living.

''It Keeps Getting Bad'
In October 2025, I paid the first
instalment of my tuition fee. It was
15,800 pounds, and the conversion
rate was Rs 118 for a pound. By
January, it further slipped to Rs
125 as I paid the second instalment.
A Rs 7 slip seems small, but it had
an impact on my mental well-
being.  By the time my second
instalment was due, I had already
started cutting down on expenses.
I spent less on food, skipped casual

meetups at the college pub, and
became more conscious even
while buying basic groceries. I am
fortunate to have family in
London, which makes life easier in
many ways, but the smaller daily
costs still add up quickly.
For my 9 am lectures, I often had
no choice but to take the tube, pay-
ing nearly 3.90 GBP one-way just to
make it on time. But on days when
I could, I switched to buses that
cost 1.75 GBP instead. It meant
spending almost two hours stuck
in London traffic. But it was worth
it if it would help me save a little
money.  According to the latest
data from the Office of National
Statistics, UK, in the year ending
December 2025, Indians accounted
for the largest number of non-EU
nationals immigrating to the UK.
Around 89,000 Indian students
moved to the UK, and around
40,000 for work. South Asians,
especially British Indians and
Indians, form the largest diaspora
of non-whites in Britain; Indians
are also the highest among those
emigrating from the country.
Around 51,000 Indian students and
around 21,000 professionals went
back to India.
I am among the 89,000 who came to
London last year, but I know sever-
al people who are among the 51,000

who moved back. With a falling
rupee and stricter immigration
rules, a slow job market, the UK is
becoming less attractive, but it
remains a popular choice. 
Across the Atlantic, the situation
is as bad as in the UK. The rupee is
at its lowest against the US dollar
and keeps breaking its record
every day. Coupled with the war in
West Asia, Trump's tariff rules,
conservative immigration poli-
cies, and a slow job market, Indian
students are facing a tough time -
probably worse because higher
education costs more in the US
than in the UK.

'Meal Deals and Chocolate Bars To
The Rescue'
I never imagined I could go from
writing articles on defence to pour-
ing pints of Ciders and Guinness
for a living. Every month, the
rupee kept falling, and I started los-
ing money on currency conversion
to fund my monthly expenses. I
chose part-time work at events to
sustain myself. From pouring
drinks at Twickenham Stadium
and street parties to waiting tables
at a restaurant, I earned pounds to
buy groceries, meals, hang out
with friends and live a little.  The
first thing I did after landing in
London was to find the cheapest

route from my house to the cam-
pus, and the cheapest food options.
The five-pound meal deals from
Greggs and Tesco, surprise food
baskets from 'Too Good To Go' and
chocolate bars were saviours
when I was tempted to spend a ten-
ner on pizza. I learnt the hard way
how to resist the temptation for
fancy meals.
What feels particularly frustrating
is seeing people online casually
defend the weakening of the rupee
against the dollar or pound as
something that is simply "good for
the economy". I am not an econo-
mist, and I understand that cur-
rencies move for complex reasons
tied to trade, exports, and global
markets. But what often gets
ignored is the human side of cur-
rency depreciation - how it directly
affects the lives of thousands of
Indians studying, working, or liv-
ing abroad. Even a small fall in the
rupee changes daily life in ways
that statistics cannot fully capture.
Tuition fees become more expen-
sive overnight, rent feels heavier,
and ordinary expenses like trans-
port or groceries suddenly require
constant calculation. An article in
The Economist argued that the
weakening rupee reflects deeper
structural and global pressures.
Events like the American bombing

campaign in Iran disrupted oil
flows and affected countries like
India that rely heavily on imports,
putting additional pressure on the
currency. RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said that a modest depre-
ciation against the dollar is normal
for a growing economy.
Perhaps that is true at the macro-
economic level. But from the per-
spective of an Indian abroad, a
"modest depreciation" does not feel
modest at all. It quietly reshapes
everyday choices, mental well-
being, and the ability to simply
live comfortably in another coun-
try.

'It's Tough, But  I Am Not Alone'
During one of my tube rides back
home, a friend from Texas was
talking about how she loses $4
every time she converts the cur-
rency. I told her I lose Rs 128 every
time I do that, and she felt bad for
me. Another friend from Italy, who
is doing her PhD, is experiencing
the same thing, but she said one
more thing - whenever it feels
heavy, just go for a walk, and if you
see a student, you'll realise that
you are not alone. I guess that is
what makes London, or any other
city in the UK, cosmopolitan. You
go through things, and you grow
with them.

Political violence has been
one of the oldest realities fes-
tering in West Bengal's com-
plex landscape. It is not
something that began yester-
day, nor can it be attributed
to a single party or a single
era. From the Congress peri-
od before 1977, to the decades
of Left Front rule, and later
the rise of the Trinamool
Congress, Bengal's politics
has repeatedly witnessed
violence, intimidation, ideo-
logical clashes, and blood-
shed. With the BJP storming
to power, naturally there
was hope that finally the
state would see politics with
less or no violence.
Recent incidents involving
protests and assault against
Trinamool leaders such as
Abhishek Banerjee and
Kalyan Banerjee, once again
raised concerns about mob
politics. Public anger and
political dissent are natural
in a democracy, but control-
ling mobs and preventing
violence remains the respon-
sibility of the ruling estab-
lishment. At the moment, the
BJP government may still be
in its political honeymoon
phase. But eventually, public
expectations will rise
sharply. The real test will
begin when the administra-
tion is forced to choose
between political conven-
ience and institutional
restraint. Will the BJP be
able to prevent public anger
or political outrage from tak-
ing a violent shape? The
Trinamool was accused of
enabling such politics, but
after the elections, the BJP
vehemently opposed and
warned against violence.
However, this is not new for
Bengal.

The Genesis
Before the CPI(M)-led Left
Front came to power in 1977,
West Bengal was under the
Congress regime led by
Siddhartha Shankar Ray.
That period too witnessed
intense conflict between
Congress workers and
CPI(M) cadres. But alongside
this political confrontation,
another explosive force had
emerged, the Naxalite move-
ment. The Naxalite uprising
transformed Kolkata and
large parts of Bengal into a
battlefield of ideological
extremism. Urban violence
spread through educational
institutions like Presidency
College and other elite cam-
puses. Murders, targeted
attacks, bombings, and
destruction became com-
mon. The atmosphere
became so charged that even
statues of Bengal's nine-
teenth-century icons, Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, Raja
Rammohan Roy, and other
architects of the Bengal
Renaissance, were van-

dalised and broken. It was
not merely violence against
individuals; it was also an
assault on Bengal's cultural
memory and intellectual her-
itage. When the Left Front
later came to power under
the CPI(M), political clashes
did not disappear. Instead,
they often shifted internally
within Left politics itself.
Conflicts broke out between
CPI(M), Forward Bloc, RSP,
CPI, and other Left organisa-
tions across districts.
At one point, even rickshaw
owners and poor rickshaw
pullers became part of politi-
cal alignments. CPI(M) often
sided with the owners, while
the Forward Bloc positioned
itself as the defender of poor-
er labourers. These seeming-
ly local disputes gradually
became political battles, and
violence became institution-
alised at the grassroots level.
As time passed, anti-CPI(M)
movements also became
increasingly violent. The
Opposition's "Road
Blockade" movements and

street agitations often turned
confrontational. During the
peak years of CPI(M) rule,
accusations of political atroc-
ities became common. In
places like Bardhaman's
Sainbari, brutal killings and
retaliatory violence shocked
the state. Cases and counter-
cases emerged repeatedly.
Even former Industry
Minister Nirupam Sen's
name surfaced in political
controversies and legal alle-
gations surrounding vio-
lence. When the Trinamool
Congress rose to power,
many expected the political
culture to change. Yet, one
violent episode after anoth-
er continued to dominate
headlines. There were clash-
es with opposition workers,
confrontations with police,
and repeated allegations of
intimidation. The memory
of 21 July remains especially
significant in Bengal's politi-
cal history, when police fir-
ing during a Youth Congress
movement led to multiple
deaths.

The greatest strength of
democracy is public opin-
ion. This public opinion is
not formed on a single day
or during an election, but
is shaped by a long process
of ongoing dialogue,
debate, discussion, social
experiences, political con-
sciousness, and citizen par-
ticipation in society. In a
democratic system,
informed judgment by citi-
zens, the exchange of
diverse views, and respect
for dissent are considered
crucial. For a long time,
the basis for shaping pub-
lic opinion in India was
direct dialogue, public
meetings, social organiza-
tions, newspapers, books,
educational institutions,
and mass movements.
However, this landscape
has rapidly changed since
the digital revolution.
Today, social media is no
longer merely a medium of
communication, but has
emerged as the most influ-
ential force in shaping pub-
lic opinion. At such a time,
the question becomes cru-
cial: is public opinion now
being determined more by
social media trends and
algorithms than by the
independent thinking of
citizens?

India is the world's largest
democracy and also one of
the world's largest digital
consumer groups. Billions
of people use Facebook,
Instagram, X, YouTube,
WhatsApp, and other digi-
tal platforms every day.
From news to political
views, a large segment of
society now obtains their
primary information from
these platforms. This
change is not only techno-
logical but also extremely
significant from a social
and political perspective.
While previously, citizens
formed opinions on an
issue by reading newspa-
pers, listening to debates,
or discussing them locally,
the process of opinion for-
mation has now become
largely dependent on digi-
tal platforms. Social media
algorithms have become
central to this process.
Algorithms are technical
mechanisms that deter-
mine which content a user
will see and which will not.
They select content by ana-
lyzing a user's preferences,
activities, search history,
and online behavior.
Technically, their purpose
is to keep users on the plat-
form longer, as the eco-
nomic model of digital
companies is based on this.
However, from a democrat-
ic perspective, this process
raises serious questions. If
citizens are only shown
content that matches their
preconceived beliefs, will
they be able to become
aware of diverse views? If
algorithms begin to decide
which issues are impor-
tant, will democratic

debate remain free?
Today, trending on social
media is considered a key
indicator of a topic's popu-
larity. Once a hashtag is
shared millions of times, it
becomes a topic of national
discussion. Sometimes, it
appears that what's trend-
ing represents public senti-
ment. However, trends
don't necessarily reflect
the broader public opinion.
Trends are often created by
organized digital cam-
paigns, political propagan-
da, paid promotional
strategies, or even bot net-
works. Therefore, it's
important to understand
that digital visibility and
genuine public support
aren't always synonymous.
The distinction between
grassroots political partici-
pation and digital activism
is also important in this
context. India's democratic
history is replete with
numerous examples of
direct public participation.
During the freedom move-
ment, people went to jail,
engaged in satyagraha, and
took personal risks for
social change. In subse-
quent decades, numerous
movements also directly
organized citizens. These
movements built dialogue,
trust, and collectivism
among people. In contrast,
digital activism is often
limited to symbolic partici-
pation. Sharing a post, sup-
porting a hashtag, or
changing a profile photo is
easy, but it does not always
translate into real social
intervention. As a result, a
new form of political par-
ticipation has evolved,

characterized by greater
visibility and relatively
less direct social commit-
ment. A significant impact
of social media algorithms
is the creation of so-called
"echo chambers" and "filter
bubbles." When a person
views or likes a particular
type of content, algorithms
begin to show them more of
that type of content.
Gradually, that person
finds themselves in a digi-
tal environment where
they primarily see views
they already agree with.
This reduces ideological
diversity and increases
intolerance toward oppos-
ing views. The success of
democracy depends on citi-
zens' willingness to listen
to and understand differ-
ent viewpoints. However,
if algorithms divide citi-
zens into ideologically dis-
tinct camps, the quality of
democratic discourse is
bound to suffer.
The growing trend of polit-
ical polarization in India
can also be seen in this con-
text. Various political
groups are active in their
own digital communities
on social media. Content
shared within these com-
munities often reinforces a
particular viewpoint and
presents opposing views
with suspicion, ridicule, or
hostility. This can lead to a
tendency toward conflict
rather than dialogue in
society. Disagreement is
natural and necessary in a
democracy, but when dis-
agreement takes the form
of hostility rather than dia-
logue, democratic culture
begins to weaken.

editorial
A Quiet Lifestyle Shift

In Urban India Is
Powering A $12
Billion Market

Priyanka Saurabh

As Telangana completes 
twelve years of its formation, 
the occasion offers more than 
an opportunity for celebra-
tion. It is also a moment for 
reflection on the aspirations 
that shaped the statehood 
movement, the achievements 
of the past decade, and the 
challenges that lie ahead. 
Born out of decades of strug-
gle, sacrifices, and the collec-
tive aspirations of millions, 
Telangana today stands at a 
crucial juncture in its devel-
opmental journey.

The creation of Telangana 
was not merely a political or 
administrative exercise. It 
represented the culmination 
of a long-standing demand 
rooted in questions of region-
al identity, equitable develop-
ment, social justice, and self-
governance. While the initial 
years after statehood were 
largely focused on adminis-
trative restructuring and 
infrastructure development, 
the discourse has gradually 
shifted toward inclusive 
growth, welfare, economic 
empowerment, and equal 
opportunities for all sections 
of society.

The Telangana movement 
witnessed contributions from 
various political and social 

forces. However, the role 
played by the Congress lead-
ership in taking the final 
political decision that led to 
state formation remains a sig-
nificant chapter in the state's 
history. Telangana's emer-
gence as India's 29th state was 
the result of a complex inter-
play between popular mobili-
sation, political negotiations, 
and democratic aspirations.

Yet, the formation of a state 
was only the beginning. The 
true measure of success lies 
in how effectively the aspira-
tions of the people are trans-
lated into tangible improve-
ments in their lives. Citizens 
expected statehood to bring 
employment opportunities, 
agricultural prosperity, bal-
anced regional development, 
and greater social justice. 
These expectations continue 
to serve as benchmarks 
against which governments 
are evaluated.

Following the 2023 
Assembly elections, the new 
government has sought to 
advance the concept of "Praja 
Palana" or people-centric gov-
ernance. Several welfare ini-
tiatives aimed at reducing the 
financial burden on house-
holds have been introduced. 
Free bus travel for women, 
subsidised domestic electrici-
ty, affordable cooking gas cyl-
inders, and expanded health-
care coverage are among the 
measures intended to 
improve the quality of life of 
ordinary citizens.

Women's empowerment 
has emerged as a central pil-
lar of Telangana's welfare 
agenda. Across rural and 
urban regions, there are indi-
cations that targeted inter-
ventions are positively influ-
encing the economic partici-
pation of women. 
Strengthening women's role 
within household economies 

has the potential to generate 
long-term social transforma-
tion and contribute to broad-
er developmental goals. 
Housing remains another 
critical area of public policy. 
For many families, owning a 
home continues to be a dis-
tant aspiration. Housing pro-
grammes, therefore, must be 
viewed not merely as welfare 
measures but as instruments 
of social security and human 
dignity. When integrated 
with access to drinking 
water, sanitation, roads, and 
other basic infrastructure, 
such initiatives can signifi-
cantly improve living stan-
dards, particularly in rural 
areas.

Agriculture, the backbone 
of Telangana's economy and 
society, continues to occupy a 
central place in policy discus-
sions. Farmers played an 
important role both in the 
statehood movement and in 
the state's subsequent devel-
opment. Measures such as 
farm loan waivers, invest-
ment support, incentives for 
cultivation, and efforts to 
resolve land-related issues 
have provided some degree of 
relief. However, sustainable 
agricultural growth requires 
deeper reforms, including 
stronger market linkages, 
storage facilities, value-addi-
tion industries, and efficient 
water management systems.

Employment generation 
remains one of the most 
pressing challenges before 
the state. While recruitment 
drives for government jobs 
have created optimism 
among the youth, the long-
term solution lies in expand-
ing opportunities within the 
private sector. Industrial 
growth, investment promo-
tion, skill development, and 
the expansion of technology-
driven industries will be criti-

cal in shaping Telangana's 
economic future. Hyderabad's 
emergence as a global innova-
tion and investment hub 
offers considerable promise 
in this regard.

Major urban development 
initiatives, including the pro-
posed Future City, metro rail 
expansion, and the rejuvena-
tion of the Musi River, repre-
sent ambitious attempts to 
redefine the state's urban 
landscape. However, develop-
ment projects of this scale 
must balance economic aspi-
rations with environmental 
sustainability, social equity, 
and the concerns of affected 
communities. Inclusive plan-
ning remains essential to 
ensuring that growth benefits 
all sections of society.

Social justice has increas-
ingly become a defining 
theme in Telangana's politi-
cal and policy landscape. 
Efforts aimed at expanding 
opportunities for backward 
classes, strengthening repre-
sentation, and enhancing 
affirmative action have gen-
erated discussions far 
beyond the state's borders. 
The true success of such ini-
tiatives will depend on 
whether social justice 
evolves from a political slo-
gan into a foundational prin-
ciple of governance.

At the same time, 
Telangana faces several sig-
nificant challenges. Rising 
public debt, the need for sus-
tainable revenue genera-
tion, rapid urbanisation, 
water resource manage-
ment, and strengthening 
the education and health-
care sectors remain key 
concerns. Striking a bal-
ance between welfare com-
mitments and fiscal respon-
sibility will be crucial for 
long-term stability and 
growth.
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The Department of School
Education and Literacy
(DoSEL), Ministry of
Education, organized a
National Meet of officials,
School Heads, teacher repre-
sentatives from States/UTs,
and officials from NCERT,
NVS and KVS on 29 May
2026 in New Delhi on the eve
of World No Tobacco Day.
The event was held to com-
memorate the winning
schools of the MyGov
Innovate Campaign,
“Towards a Tobacco-Free
Generation: School
Challenge 2025”. Shri Sanjay
Kumar, Secretary,
Department of School
Education and Literacy
(DoSEL), graced the occa-
sion and presented awards
to the winning schools, laud-
ing their proactive efforts in
cultivating healthy, sub-
stance-free educational
environments. The event
was attended by Ms. A.
Srija, Economic Advisor,
DoSE&L; Shri Ram Singh,
Joint Director, DoSE&L;
Prof. Dinesh Prasad
Saklani, Director, NCERT;

and senior officials from the
Ministry of Education.
Speaking on the occasion,
Shri Sanjay Kumar congrat-
ulated the award-winning
schools and appreciated the
participation of over 17,000
schools from across the
country. He urged all educa-
tional institutions to strive
towards becoming tobacco-
free. Highlighting the
importance of sustained
tobacco control efforts, he
emphasised the need to
strengthen demand reduc-
tion through continued
awareness, sensitisation,
and behavioural change ini-
tiatives, particularly among
children and adolescents.
Shri Kumar further under-
scored the pivotal role of
teachers in identifying early
behavioural changes among
students and safeguarding
their mental and emotional
well-being. He highlighted
the important role of schools
in promoting healthy behav-
iours, fostering well-being,
and supporting early pre-
ventive interventions.
Emphasising the transfor-

mative reach of the school
education system, he high-
lighted that schools connect
with nearly 24.69 crore chil-
dren and can influence 15–20
crore households, enabling
the tobacco-free movement
to evolve into a nationwide
social campaign. He also
called for strengthening
tobacco-free environments
around educational institu-
tions and encouraged
schools and families to
actively support the cam-
paign's long-term action
plan, which aligns with the
vision of building a healthi-
er and more developed
India. The event also wit-
nessed the launch of
DoSEL's Three-Year Action
Plan (2026–2029) under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat initia-
tive, as well as the Nasha
Mukt Vidyalaya (NMV)
Portal (https://tofei.educa-
tion.gov.in/). The portal will
serve as a key platform for
monitoring and document-
ing the progress of educa-
tional institutions in imple-
menting the Nasha Mukt
Vidyalaya Abhiyan. 

Union Minister for
Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare and Rural
Development, Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, launched
the nationwide 'Khet
Bachao Abhiyan' from
Ramasiya village in Raisen
district of Madhya Pradesh,
delivering a clear message
to farmers that if the soil is
protected, agriculture will
thrive, farmers will become
stronger, and the nation
will prosper. He called for
the promotion of balanced
fertilizer use, soil testing,
Soil Health Cards, natural
farming, water conserva-
tion, and scientific agricul-
tural practices. Launching
the month-long campaign,
which will run across the
country from June 1 to June
30, Shri Chouhan said that
the Earth is our mother and
protecting its health is a col-
lective responsibility. He
appealed to farmers to avoid
the indiscriminate use of
chemical fertilizers and pes-
ticides and instead apply
fertilizers only according to
the actual requirements of
the soil based on scientific
testing. He noted that exces-
sive use of chemicals
reduces soil fertility and

destroys beneficial micro
organisms present in the
soil, directly affecting agri-
cultural productivity and
increasing cultivation costs.
The Union Minister said
that the 'Khet Bachao
Abhiyan' is a national
resolve to protect Mother
Earth. Under the campaign,
agricultural scientists,
experts from agricultural
universities, officials of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, agri-
culture department teams,
and public representatives
will visit villages across the
country to create awareness
among farmers. Farmers
will be educated about soil

testing, balanced nutrient
management, natural farm-
ing, modern sowing tech-
niques, water conservation,
and advanced agricultural
practices. He emphasized
that every farmer must
have a Soil Health Card so
that fertilizer application
can be based on the actual
needs of the land. This, he
said, will reduce cultivation
costs, enhance productivity,
and help maintain soil fer-
tility over the long term.
Shri Chouhan clarified that
while the government pro-
vides fertilizers to farmers
at subsidized rates, this
should not encourage exces-

sive use. Sustainable agri-
culture, he stressed,
depends on the judicious
and balanced application of
fertilizers. Shri Chouhan
stated that making agricul-
ture more profitable
remains a key priority of
the Government of India. He
informed that special field
demonstrations would be
organized in the region for
soybean, paddy, and pulse
crops. Farmers will be
trained in the use of
improved seeds, scientific
sowing methods, modern
technologies such as laser
levellers, and water-effi-
cient farming practices. 

Nvidia has announced a
new chip for PCs as it
moves into the consumer
market for devices inte-
grated with AI technology.
"This reinvention of the
computer is as big of a deal
as the reinvention of the
phone into what we now
know as the smartphone,"
Nvidia's chief executive
Jensen Huang said as he
unveiled the RTX Spark
chip. Huang made the
announcement on Monday
as he delivered a keynote
speech ahead of the open-
ing of the Computex tech-
nology show in Taipei,
Taiwan. Separately on
Sunday, the US tightened
its rules on selling
Nvidia's most advanced
chips to Chinese firms.
The RTX Spark is "a new
superchip... for the era of
personal AI agents - offer-
ing a new class of comput-
er that moves from tool to
teammate," Nvidia said on
its website. It will be
included in a new line of
Windows PCs made by
Lenovo, HP, Dell,
Microsoft Surface, Asus,
and MSI. They are due to
be available in the
autumn, with models from
Acer and Gigabyte to fol-
low. The move marks a

challenge to high-profile
names in the PC market
like Apple and Intel.
Lenovo, HP, Dell and
Apple accounted for
almost 75% of the world's
PC market in the first
three months of this year,
according to research firm
Gartner. A 'paradigm shift'
Nvidia has traditionally
focused on creating
Graphics Processing Units
(GPUs) – specialised chips
originally designed to rap-
idly process computer
graphics for video games,
but now also widely used
to power artificial intelli-
gence systems. Charlie

Dai, vice president and
principal analyst at tech-
nology research firm
Forrester said the
announcement showed
Nvidia making a "para-
digm shift" from "compo-
nent supplier" to "architec-
ture owner in the PC mar-
ket". "This will directly
challenge Intel, AMD, and
Qualcomm and raise com-
petitive pressure on per-
formance, efficiency, and
AI integration," he said.
However, Ian Fogg,
Research Director at
industry analyst firm
FDM CCS Insight said the
change was "likely to come

with a significant price
tag" and Nvidia would be
targeting "those looking
for workstation-class per-
formance". Part of the
announcement has
focused on a partnership
with Microsoft to provide
what Nvidia claims will be
a "robust secure Windows
platform" powered by the
RTX Spark chip for AI
agents - autonomous soft-
ware programs such as
OpenClaw driven by artifi-
cial intelligence. "Our goal
is to deliver unmetered
intelligence to every home
and every desk with
Windows," said Satya

Nadella, chairman and
head of Microsoft. "RTX
Spark marks a real break-
through towards that
vision." Semiconductor
analyst Dr Ian Cutress
said by offering a
Windows notebook with
Nvidia hardware inside,
Nvidia was giving devel-
opers, particularly those
working with AI, "a reason
to stay within its own soft-
ware and hardware orbit".
The boom in data centres
that power AI has helped
Nvidia become the world's
most valuable company,
with a stock market valua-
tion of more than $5tn
(£3.7tn). On Sunday, the
US ?moved to close a
potential loophole for ship-
ping chips like Nvidia's
Blackwell processors.
Guidance published by
Department of Commerce,
Bureau of Industry and
Security (BIS) clarified
that a licence is needed to
export of the most
advanced AI chips to sub-
sidiaries of Chinese com-
panies based outside
China. Washington has
been trying to stop
Chinese firms buying the
high-end computer chips
needed to develop key AI
technology.

Today, the India–Oman
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) entered into force
marking a defining milestone
in bilateral economic rela-
tions and opening a transfor-
mative new chapter in strate-
gic trade and investment
cooperation between the two
countries.
The India-Oman CEPA was
signed on 18th December,
2025 in Muscat in the pres-
ence of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
and His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik Al Said.
After completion of internal
processes by both sides, the
Agreement has entered into
force on 1st June, 2026.
The Agreement was opera-
tionalized in the presence of
Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry Minister Shri
Piyush Goyal and H.E. Issa
Saleh Al Shibani,
Ambassador of Oman to
India. To mark the entry into
force the first consignments
availing preferential tariff
benefits under the
Agreement included agricul-
ture and gems and jewellery

exports from Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai were
flagged off.
Oman is India's second-
largest trading partner in the
Gulf region and serves as a
strategic gateway to the
wider GCC market through
its advanced port infrastruc-
ture. Bilateral trade between
India and Oman reached USD
11.18 billion in FY 2025-26, reg-
istering a positive trend from
USD 10.61 billion in FY 2024-
25. Successfully concluded
through a structured negotia-
tion process, the Agreement
reinforces India’s growing
economic and trade footprint
and strategic presence across
GCC economies, encompass-
ing goods, services, profes-
sional mobility, regulatory
cooperation, Non-Tariff bar-
rier safeguards, and coopera-
tion chapters, going well
beyond tariff reduction to
build a long-term economic
architecture.
Oman is India’s second-
largest trading partner in the
Gulf region and serves as a
strategic gateway to the
wider GCC and East African
markets through its

advanced logistics and port
infrastructure. Bilateral
trade between India and
Oman reached USD 11.18 bil-
lion in FY 2025-26, registering
continued growth from USD
10.61 billion in FY 2024-25. The
India-Oman CEPA repre-
sents another major mile-
stone in India’s deepening
engagement with the Gulf
region and reflects India’s
broader strategy of building
resilient, trusted and diversi-
fied trade partnerships that
support manufacturing com-
petitiveness, employment
generation, services exports
and integration into global
value chains. Speaking on the
operationalization of the
CEPA, Shri Piyush Goyal
said: “The India–Oman
CEPA marks a defining mile-
stone in India’s engagement
with Oman and reflects
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of
forging trade partnerships
that deliver gains for farmers,
fishermen, youth, women,
entrepreneurs and MSMEs.
This Agreement will be a
force multiplier in the Gulf
region. With 99.38% of India’s

exports receiving duty-free
access, the Agreement
unlocks new opportunities
for our exporters and profes-
sionals gain opportunities.
Oman is our trusted partner,
a bridge for our people and a
gateway to the Gulf and East
Africa. Our opportunities
will be elevated and CECA
will strengthen India’s inte-
gration into regional and
global value chains. By deliv-
ering significant benefits to
labor-intensive sectors, it will
support job creation, drive
investment and enable
Indian enterprises to compete
on an equal footing with sup-
pliers from countries enjoy-
ing preferential market
access” Commerce Secretary,
Shri Rajesh Agrawal said “At
a time when global trade pat-
terns are being reconfigured
by supply-chain diversifica-
tion, shifting production net-
works and the emergence of
new economic corridors, the
CEPA positions India and
Oman to leverage these struc-
tural changes. By fostering
closer integration across
trade, services, investment,
and logistics.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
has released findings of
Independent Drive Test
(IDT) conducted across
Bathinda, Sri Muktsar
Sahib Cities & Amritsar
to Bathinda Rail Route (in
Punjab LSA), during the
month of March 2026, for
information of general
telecom consumers. The
purpose of this drive test
is to assess and verify real
time quality of mobile
network services (both
voice & data) provided by
Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs). During
the IDT, TRAI captures
performance of TSPs for
key Quality of Service
(QoS) parameters like
Coverage, Call Drop Rate
(CDR), Call Setup Success
Rate (CSSR), data
Download (DL) and
Upload (UL) throughput
etc., which are then pub-
lished to inform
Consumers and encour-
age TSPs to improve their
services.
These IDTs have been
designed to capture on
ground mobile network
performance of all TSPs
across diverse usage envi-
ronments like cities,
hotspots, public transport
hubs, etc. In this type of
drive testing, live data
and voice sessions are
established using SIM

cards from all TSPs over
2G, 3G, 4G, and 5G net-
works. Multiple advanced
test handsets are used,
and the sessions are mon-
itored and analysed in
real-time using advanced
Software Systems.
TRAI, through its
appointed agency, con-
ducted drive tests across
City drive - 276.8 KMs,
Hotspot locations - 06,
Railway - 282.8 Kms dur-
ing 16th March 2026 to
19th March 2026 in Punjab
LSA. These tests were
conducted under the
supervision of the TRAI
Regional Office Jaipur.
The observations present-
ed in drive test reports
represent the perform-
ance of the TSPs on the
area/ route under test on
the day/ time of conduct-
ing the drive test.
Drive Test Route Map:
The following map pro-

vides overview of drive
test routes indicating City
drive, Inter-operator call-
ing, Hotspots and Walk
tests, as per the legends
shown on the map:-

Key Parameters Assessed
Coverage Gap: Percentage
of samples, for which sig-
nal strength observed less
than the minimum pre-
scribed signal strength
for respective technology
(2G/ 3G/ 4G/ 5G).
Voice Services: Call Setup
Success Rate (CSSR),
Drop Call Rate (DCR),
Call Setup Time, Call
Silence Rate, Speech
Quality (MOS).
Call Silence Instance:
Number of call silence
instances occurred dur-
ing the calls.
Data Services: Download/
Upload Throughput,
Latency, Jitter, Packet
Drop Rate.

New York —  A California
mom says she was scammed
out of thousands of dollars
this month after receiving a
call that sounded like her
daughter in distress. She
now suspects it was an artifi-
cial intelligence-generated
hoax. She’s one of many who
have been targeted by so-
called “voice cloning” scams
as AI tools allow anyone to
create a convincing replica
of someone’s voice with only
a few seconds of real audio.
Americans lost more than
$893 million to AI-related
scams last year, including
voice cloning attacks along
with AI-generated phishing
emails, romance scams and
other hoaxes, according to
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Scammers
can mimic anyone from fam-
ily members and friends to
coworkers or professional
services workers. Banks
including the United
Kingdom’s Starling and the
Commonwealth Bank of
Australia have warned cus-
tomers to watch out for voice
cloning scams. Experts say

AI voice replicas have gotten
so realistic that most people
can no longer reliably distin-
guish them from real human
voices. “For the everyday
person, it is just not fair to
expect them to be able to spot
this stuff,” said Henry Ajder,
an expert on AI-generated
media who consults for gov-
ernments and companies. “I
struggle with it. Most people
do.” How do AI voice scams
work? Scammers can create
an AI replica of someone’s
voice using a short recording
of their speech — often
pulled from social media or
an earlier scam call that was
surreptitiously recorded.
Social media can also pro-

vide a trove of information
about family members and
close friends who could be
targeted. Fraudsters will typ-
ically make it sound like the
loved one they’re mimicking
is in distress, purportedly
having been kidnapped or in
jail. Then they’ll urgently
demand money in exchange
for their loved one’s release.
“There was no time to
think,” Gary Schildhorn, a
Philadelphia attorney who
was targeted by an AI voice
scam mimicking his son,
told CNN last year. “It was
all, ‘I have to react to help my
son. He’s in trouble.’” In
some cases, the AI voice may
be more than just a single

recording. Sophisticated
attackers could use text-to-
speech tools or “voice skin-
ning,” which manipulate a
scammer’s voice so they
sound like the person they’re
imitating in real time. Those
techniques facilitate back-
and-forth conversations
between the target and the
AI clone voice, potentially
making the scam more con-
vincing, Ajder said. Hackers
can also make it appear as if
a call is coming from a
known number through a
tactic known as caller ID
spoofing — so you can’t nec-
essarily trust that a call that
appears to be coming from
your mom is indeed her.
How to avoid falling victim
to AI voice scams Strange
pauses or vocal fluctuations
were previously considered
red flags that a caller’s voice
might be AI-generated. But
those signals may no longer
be present now that AI has
advanced. Instead of trying
to determine whether a voice
is authentic, look for other
general scam warning signs,
Hany Farid, a professor at

UC Berkeley and chief sci-
ence officer at GetReal
Security, told CNN last year.
Is the person on the other
end giving a deadline or
introducing a sense of
urgency? Are they encourag-
ing you not to tell anyone
else what’s happening? Are
they asking you to move
large sums of money in
unusual ways? Those are the
types of questions experts
say to keep in mind. Targets
who receive these types of
calls should try contacting
their loved one through
other means, such as via a
text message, calling them
on another person’s phone
or reaching out to someone
who would know where they
are. Deborah Del Mastro, the
California mom recently tar-
geted, told ABC7 News that
she called her daughter only
after sending money to the
scammers. Her daughter
answered right away and
was at work. Families or
coworkers can also establish
a precautionary “code word”
that can be used to verify
each other’s identity.
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The US has said it struck
Iranian military sites over
the weekend while Tehran
said it responded by target-
ing an American base, mark-
ing the third known escala-
tions in a week around the
Strait of Hormuz. US Central
Command (Centcom) said it
launched "self-defence
strikes" in response to
"aggressive Iranian actions",
which it said included a US
drone being shot down over
international waters. Iran's
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) said it had tar-
geted an air base used by US
forces for an attack on south-
ern Iran. Meanwhile Kuwait
said its air defence system
had confronted "hostile" mis-
siles and drones - with its for-
eign ministry later condemn-
ing "heinous and repeated
Iranian attacks". Trump
urged his critics to "sit back
and relax" in a post on Truth
Social early on Monday, say-
ing it would "all work out
well in the end". He said Iran
"really wants to make a deal,
and it will be a good one for

the USA". The strikes mark
the latest exchange between
the two sides after negotia-
tions on a deal to end their
months-long war failed to
advance over the weekend,
with US media reporting
Trump had requested
changes to its terms. The
changes are related to the
Strait of Hormuz shipping
channel and the removal of
highly enriched uranium,
the BBC's US news partner
CBS News reported. The
White House did not respond
to a request for comment. On
Monday, Iran's foreign min-
istry spokesman said the US
was "constantly changing its
views and putting forward
new or contradictory
demands", which he said
would naturally "prolong
negotiations". The country's
chief negotiator had said on
Sunday that Tehran would
not agree to any deal unless
Iranian rights were fully
secured. The US military said
it had on Saturday and
Sunday conducted "self-
defense strikes on Iranian

radar and command and con-
trol sites for drones" in the
the city of Goruk, near Iran's
southern coast, and Qeshm,
an island in the Strait of
Hormuz. In a post on X,
Centcom said US fighters
struck the Iranian military's
air defences, a ground con-
trol station and two drones
that it said "posed a clear
threat to ships transiting
through regional waters". No

American personnel were
injured in the attacks, it said.
Iran's foreign ministry
spokesman said the strikes
had been a violation of the
ceasefire. The IRGC said it
targeted the base which it
claimed the US had used to
strike a communications
tower on Sirik Island in the
Gulf, around 40 miles (65km)
from Iran's southern coast-
line. Iran's military added

that its response would be
"completely different" if US
aggression was "repeated",
according to IRGC remarks
reported by Iran's semi-offi-
cial Fars news agency.
Kuwait's military said early
on Monday it was "con-
fronting hostile missile and
drone attacks", with state
news agency KUNA report-
ing air raid sirens sounded
across the country. Its for-

eign ministry later released a
statement condemning "in
the strongest terms... the
heinous and repeated Iranian
attacks, which represent a
dangerous escalation and a
direct assault" on Kuwait. It
said such attacks "under-
mine" efforts to deescalate
tensions in the region and
said the country reserved the
right to "take whatever meas-
ures are necessary" to defend
itself. Tehran targeted an air
base in Kuwait last week in
response to earlier US air
strikes, which it said were
conducted to prevent Iranian
boats and missile strikes
from laying mines around
the shipping channel. While
a ceasefire came into effect on
8 April, Trump has repeated-
ly suggested the US and Iran
are close to a permanent deal
and that negotiations are pro-
gressing, but so far no formal
agreement has been reached.
Trump and senior aides met
on Friday to make a "final
determination" about a
framework for extending the
ceasefire.

Iran has damaged 20 US mili-
tary sites since the start of
the war, satellite images and
videos analysed by BBC
Verify show, suggesting the
attacks are more extensive
than publicly acknowledged.
Iran has targeted key facili-
ties across eight countries in
the Middle East since the end
of February, causing mil-
lions of dollars of damage to
state-of the-art air defence
systems, refuelling aircraft
and radars. Tehran has tar-
geted both US bases and
shared military facilities in
retaliation to the US-Israeli
strikes across Iran and
Lebanon over the past three
months. The Pentagon says it
has hit more than 13,000 tar-
gets in Iran since the start of
Operation Epic Fury.
Mojtaba Khamenei, Iran's
supreme leader, has sought
to highlight his military's

success in striking US facili-
ties. In a statement on
Tuesday he claimed the
Middle East was no longer a
"safe place" for American
bases. While the White
House has repeatedly
claimed that Iran's military
has been almost wiped out,
analysts said that the dam-
age seen at US facilities sug-
gests that Tehran's counter-
attacks have been more pre-
cise and extensive than

American officials have pre-
viously acknowledged. A US
defence official declined to
comment on BBC Verify's
findings, citing "operational
security reasons". The US
has sought to limit satellite
analysis of the conflict by
requesting Planet, a major
provider, to impose an "indef-
inite" restriction on new
images of Iran and most of
the Middle East. The compa-
ny justified the move, saying

that it wanted to ensure its
images were not used "by
adversarial actors to target
allied and Nato-partner per-
sonnel and civilians". BBC
Verify has used satellite
imagery from other interna-
tional providers combined
with older images from
Planet to track the damage
caused by Iranian attacks.
The facilities are in Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Qatar,
Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan,
Bahrain and Oman. The
actual figure could be higher,
with some analysts placing
the number of bases hit as
high as 28. Among the valu-
able hardware damaged
were three state-of-the-art
anti-ballistic missile batter-
ies systems at the Al Ruwais
and Al Sader airbases in the
UAE and Muwaffaq Salti
Airbase in Jordan.

Israel's prime minister has
ordered attacks on the
southern suburbs of
Lebanon's capital, Beirut,
as the conflict with the
Iran-backed armed group
Hezbollah continues to
escalate. Benjamin
Netanyahu said "terrorist
targets" in the Hezbollah
stronghold of Dahieh
would be struck in
response to attacks on
Israeli civilians and other
violations of a US-bro-
kered ceasefire announced
in April that has failed to
end the fighting. A senior
Lebanese government offi-
cial told the BBC that it
was relying on US media-
tion efforts to pressure
Israel to end its own viola-
tions and prevent further
civilian casualties. On
Sunday, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio spoke to
Netanyahu and Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun.
According to a US official,
he proposed that, as a first
step, Lebanese officials
should pressure Hezbollah
to stop its attacks on Israel
and that, in return, Israel
would refrain from escala-
tion in Beirut. The official
said this would create

space for gradual de-esca-
lation and an effective ces-
sation of hostilities. It
came after Israeli troops
occupying southern
Lebanon crossed the
Litani river to seize the
900-year-old Beaufort
Castle that sits on top of a
strategically important
ridge. Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz said
their campaign was "not
over" and that they were
"determined to crush
Hezbollah's power".
Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam accused
Israel on Saturday of pur-
suing a "scorched-earth
policy and collective pun-
ishment". Lebanon was
drawn into the war
between the US, Israel and
Iran on 2 March, when
Hezbollah launched rock-
ets into Israel in retalia-
tion for an Israeli strike
that killed Iran's supreme
leader. Israel responded
with an air campaign
across Lebanon and a
ground invasion. At least
3,371 people have been
killed in Lebanon since
the start of the war,
according to the country's
health ministry. 

Litterbugs in the Japanese
tourist hub of Shibuya will
now face an on-the-spot
fine of 2,000 Japanese yen
($13; £9), as new penalties
take effect amid the coun-
try's tourism boom. The
fine collection system
kicked in on Monday in
Shibuya Ward, a commer-
cial and entertainment cen-
tre that is home to the
famed Shibuya Crossing.
In certain districts, author-
ities are also handing out
fines for food and beverage
shop operators who do not
install waste bins. Japan
welcomed a record 42.7 mil-
lion foreign visitors in
2025, and its government is
trying to soothe the ten-
sions this tourism boom
has caused for local com-
munities. Officials say that
around Shibuya there's
been an increasing number
of people, including foreign
tourists, openly drinking
and littering, public broad-
caster NHK reported. As
part of the anti-littering
campaign - which carries
the slogan "if you throw
trash, you lose cash" - those
found littering in Shibuya
will be fined on the spot
and made to pay via cash,
credit card or QR codes.

Authorities say up to 50
officials will be deployed to
patrol neighbourhoods and
impose the fines. "We can-
not tolerate littering sim-
ply because there are no
rubbish bins," the Shibuya
Ward authorities said in a
press release. "We ask for
your cooperation in creat-
ing a city where everyone
can enjoy themselves com-
fortably." Rubbish bins are
notoriously scarce in
Japan, partly due to safety
concerns after past terror
attacks in the country and
abroad. In a government
survey last year, the lack of
public rubbish bins was
ranked the biggest incon-
venience for tourists, cited
by more than 20% of some
4,000 foreign visitors.
Tourism has soared in
Japan after the Covid pan-
demic, fuelled by a weak-
ened yen and high social
media interest. But the
massive influx of tourists
is testing the country's
urban infrastructure and
local populations. In the
town of Fujiyoshida, near
Mount Fuji, tourism has
led to chronic traffic con-
gestion and litter, as well
as disruption to local resi-
dents' lives. 

Colombia's presidential
election will go to a runoff
on 21 June between a leftist
and right-wing candidate
on opposite ends of the
political spectrum, after
Sunday's vote produced no
overall winner. The right-
wing Abelardo de la
Espriella, an admirer of
Donald Trump, came top in
the vote, followed closely
by the left-wing senator
Iván Cepeda, an ally of the

current president Gustavo
Petro. The campaign was
plagued with violence,
including drone strikes,
kidnappings, homicides
and the assassination of a
presidential candidate at a
rally last year. Both men
offer differing visions for
how to solve Colombia's
violent internal armed con-
flict that has lasted for
decades but has resurged
in recent years. 

Health authorities in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo are celebrating after
five patients, who had
Ebola and now recovered,
were allowed to leave hos-
pital. The current outbreak
is suspected to have killed
almost 250 people. But
those infected can get bet-
ter and officials stress that
people should seek medical
help if they believe they
have contracted the virus.
On Sunday, there was a
ceremony for a group of
four nurses who were dis-
charged from a hospital in
Bunia, the provincial capi-
tal of Ituri, the epicentre of
the outbreak. "You are liv-
ing stories that this out-
break can be stopped,"

World Health Organization
(WHO) chief Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
told the four on a visit to
Bunia. "We were really
demoralised because we
knew that at some point...
we were going to die. That
was it... I'm telling you, if
you have never been isolat-
ed, you will not know that
it's not easy," Nurse
Etienne Ezo told the
Reuters news agency as he
reflected on his experience.
The first survivor, a labo-
ratory worker, to have
recovered left hospital last
week. Health workers are
on the frontline in the bat-
tle against the spread of the
virus and are often the
most at risk. 

At least 46 people have
been killed and dozens
more wounded after an
explosion in a village in a
region of Myanmar under
insurgent control, rescue
teams have told the BBC. A
rescue worker in Kaung
Tat, a village in Namkham
Township in Shan State,
near the Chinese border,
said six children including
a one-year-old toddler were
among the dead. The blast
is said to have damaged
around 200 homes in Kaung
Tat and another 100 in the
nearby Pan Lone village.
The Ta'ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA),
which controls the area
and has been fighting the
military junta, said explo-

sives kept in a warehouse
for use in local mining
operations had ignited,
causing the blast. A source
familiar with the situation
on the ground previously
told the BBC at least 55 peo-
ple had died. The bodies of
all 46 victims, including
three Chinese nationals,

were cremated on Sunday
evening, with rescue opera-
tions expected to resume
on Monday. Around 74
injured people were trans-
ferred to the nearby
Namkham General
Hospital for treatment, res-
cue teams added. The "acci-
dental explosion" occurred

at around 12:00 local time
(05:30 GMT) on Sunday, the
TNLA said. "Because of
this explosion, many local
villagers lost their lives
and suffered injuries and
damage to their homes,"
the group said, without
providing details.

Footage from the scene
shows a vast crater of
earth and rubble sur-
rounded by shattered
buildings, with smoke still
drifting from charred
debris and twisted trees.
Taking to social media,
one resident said some vil-
lagers initially believed
the blast was caused by an
air strike. "By sheer luck,
my phone saved my life,"
the resident wrote. 

Coach operator FlixBus has
announced the return of the
666 bus service to the Polish
seaside resort of Hel. It resur-
rects the controversial so-
called "Highway to Hel" bus
journey formerly run by
local company PKS Gdynia.
Religious conservative
groups fiercely opposed the
"satanic" association of 666
with Hel, so in 2023 the num-
ber was changed to 669. The
new 13-hour route run by
FlixBus will connect Kraków
to Hel, passing through other
major Polish regional towns

and cities including the capi-
tal Warsaw. FlixBus
spokesperson Aleksander
Kalenik told the Polish news
service TVN24: "The number
666 was deliberately chosen
as a marketing communica-
tion element, intended to
increase the visibility of the
connection on the popular
holiday route to Hel." Back in
June 2023 a PKS Gdynia
spokesperson had told
media: "The management
board buckled under the
weight of letters and requests
that were sent to us.France seized sanctioned Russian oil tanker with UK help
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BCCI Secretary Devajit
Saikia congratulated Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) for their consecutive
IPL titles following their five-
wicket win over Gujarat
Titans (GT) in the 2026 final
in Ahmedabad. The BCCI
Secretary also praised
teenage sensation 15-year-old
teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi for his excep-
tional performances through-
out the season. The 15-year-
old Bihar-born batter had an
extraordinary tournament
for Rajasthan Royals, finish-
ing as the highest run-scorer
with 776 runs at an exception-
al strike rate of 237.30. At just
15 years and 65 days old,
Sooryavanshi also set a new
IPL record as the youngest
Orange Cap winner. The pre-
vious record was held by

Gujarat Titans opener
Sudharsan, who won it at 23
years and 231 days in 2025,
while Shubman Gill had set
the record in 2023 at 23 years
and 263 days. Speaking to
reporters, Saikia said, "It was
a wonderful season... I hope
all the fans have a lovely time
during this IPL, and congrat-

ulations to RCB for winning
the tournament consecutive-
ly twice. Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi is a wonderful
player coming up, and he has
a bright future. BCCI will do
everything to get him to the
highest level of cricket."
Additionally, on the upcom-
ing ICC Women's T20 World

Cup later this month, the
BCCI Secretary said, "That is
the most challenging thing
coming up in the coming
days. They (Women in Blue)
are already doing well... and I
hope they will repeat the
same performance they did
last year by winning the ODI
title." BJP MP Anurag
Thakur also congratulated
the Rajat Patidar-led
Bengaluru for winning the
grand finale against the
Titans on Sunday night.
Speaking to reporters,
Thakur said, "I congratulate
RCB for winning the IPL for
the second consecutive time.
The match was happening in
Ahmedabad, but many RCB
fans had come to watch the
match. This was a great victo-
ry in cricket... IPL is the
biggest league of cricket.

England captain Leah
Williamson has been ruled
out of the Women's World
Cup qualifying matches
against Spain and
Ukraine. The Arsenal
defender, 29, will be absent
with a hamstring injury,
despite having followed a
rehabilitation programme
that she hoped would
enable her to play. Sarina
Wiegman's side can qualify
for next year's World Cup
in Brazil if they avoid
defeat in Spain on Friday
(20:00 BST). They sit top of
their group with four wins
from four matches and
have a three-point advan-
tage over world champions
Spain. England take on
Ukraine at Everton's Hill
Dickinson Stadium on
Tuesday, 9 June (20:00
BST). Williamson, who led
England to back-to-back
European Championship
victories in 2022 and 2025,
has started just two
Women's Super League
games this season. She had

knee surgery following
England's Euro 2025 victo-
ry and has played only
three games for her coun-
try since. Liverpool cap-
tain Grace Fisk has been
called up to the squad to
replace Williamson, while
Brighton goalkeeper
Sophie Baggaley also joins
the Lionesses. Baggaley
will provide cover as
Manchester City's Khiara
Keating will miss the
Spain game as she follows
the return-to-play concus-
sion protocols. Keating
missed Sunday's victory
over Brighton in the FA
Cup final, at which
Baggaley was on the bench
for the opposition. A fur-
ther assessment will deter-
mine whether Keating can
be available for the
Ukraine game, though reg-
ular number one Hannah
Hampton is expected to
start. The squad arrive at
St George's Park on
Monday before travelling
to Spain later in the week.

Former
England

i n t e r n a -
t i o n a l

James Milner
has announced

his retirement after
a 24-year Premier
League career. The
versatile 40-year-old

was out of contract
after spending the

past three sea-
sons with

B r i g h t o n .
Milner played
for six teams
in England's

top flight and broke the
record for most Premier
League appearances in
February. He started his
career with Leeds and went
on to win three Premier
League titles - two with
Manchester City and one
with Liverpool - and also
helped the Reds win the
Champions League in 2019.
Milner made his England
debut while with Aston Villa
in 2009 and ended his inter-
national career with 61 caps.
"I've been fortunate enough
to experience some unforget-
table moments, from fighting
for survival to winning tro-
phies, playing in Europe, and
representing my country at
two European
Championships and two
World Cups," read a state-

ment by Milner, external on
social media. "But more than
anything, it's the people and
friendships I've made
throughout the game that I'll
cherish forever." Milner
made his Leeds debut at 16 in
November 2002 and at the
time was the second-
youngest player to play in
the Premier League. The fol-
lowing month he became the
youngest player to score in
the Premier League and is
now third on that list, behind
Max Dowman and James
Vaughan. Milner missed
most of the 2024–25 season
through injury but played 22
games in all competitions in
2025-26, making his 658th and
final Premier League appear-
ance during Brighton's last
game of the season. 

our-time French
Open champion Iga
Swiatek exited
Roland Garros on

Sunday as the top seeds con-
tinued to fall at the start of
the second week, while
Alexander Zverev booked
his spot in the quarter-
finals. The Polish third seed
endured a miserable 25th
birthday as she went down
7-5, 6-1 to Madrid Open win-
ner Marta Kostyuk. Since
winning Roland Garros in
her second appearance at
the tournament in 2020,
Swiatek had never gone
more than two years with-

out hoisting aloft the Coupe
Suzanne Lenglen, but after
Aryna Sabalenka ended her
bid to win a fourth consecu-
tive French Open in the
semi-finals last year, she
has lost her unbeatable sta-
tus on clay. Indeed since
last winning in Paris in
2024, Swiatek has only lifted
three titles in the two subse-
quent seasons. "It is harder
a bit to handle stress for me
in, like, (the) last year," she
said. "So I feel like today I
felt off, you know, and I did
mistakes that I didn't want
to do, and I wanted to play
safe, but the ball flew every-

where. "Suddenly these feel-
ings came back, and I tried
to work on it with my dia-
logue inside, but it was
tough today. Yeah, so it all
kind of went drastically
down, and I played worse
and worse." After breaking
Kostyuk in the first set to
edge 4-3 ahead, Swiatek's
serve totally deserted her
and she failed to hold again
as the Ukrainian hit back to
claim the opener and then
raced through the sec-
ond frame. For
Kostyuk, reach-
ing a first quar-
ter-final at

Roland Garros was just
the latest high mark in a
fine clay-court season,
in which she claimed
the 250-level event in
Rouen, as well as a first
WTA 1000 title in the
Spanish capital. Elina
Svitolina next stands
between her compatriot
and the last four after
she fought back to beat
Swiss 11th seed Belinda
Bencic 4-6, 6-4, 6-0. 

Christian Pulisic ended his
goal drought and Folarin
Balogun rifled in the winner
as a much-improved United
States beat Senegal 3-2 in a
pre-World Cup friendly in
Charlotte on Sunday. The
win -- and a slick first-half
offensive performance pow-
ered by Pulisic and Ricardo
Pepi -- provided a welcome
lift for coach Mauricio
Pochettino's co-hosts. The
US had entered the clash
with African powerhouse
Senegal off the back of disap-
pointing losses to Belgium
and Portugal, and got the
performance they needed to
justify high expectations
ahead of the World Cup in
less than two weeks. Sergino
Dest opened the scoring,
while Senegal's veteran ex-
Liverpool forward Sadio
Mane scored a brace in a dis-
appointing loss for the

Africa Cup of Nations final-
ists, which nonetheless
exposed some enduring frail-
ties in the US defense. It was
a dream start for the US,
with a goal on six minutes.
Pepi, making his first start
since 2024, turned away from
goal and played a blind
through ball down the left
for Pulisic, who crossed for
Dest to blast in from close
range. Pulisic was a constant

menace, looking restored
from his recent struggles at
AC Milan. And it soon got
even better for "Captain
America", as he ended his
five-month goal
drought for club
or country. Pepi
c o l l e c t e d
A l e x

F r e e m a n ' s

forward ball and playing a
perfectly weighted through
ball to Pulisic. Pulisic round-
ed the keeper and steered it
inside the near post, to wild
scenes of celebration and
relief. He had not scored for
Milan since December, and
the US since 2024. "I mean it's
just great to score again.
Hopefully people can stop
talking about it. I feel great,"
said Pulisic. Though the US
were pressing and tackling
with high intensity, Senegal
had their chances. Keeper
Matt Turner, in an audition
to reclaim the starting posi-
tion from Matt Freese,

escaped a penalty
shout as he

reached the
ball with his
f i n g e r t i p s
just ahead of
an onrush-
ing Mane. 

Iga Swiatek Exits French Open,
Alexander Zverev Eases Into Quarters

For 18 years, Virat Kohli wait-
ed for his first IPL title. Now,
he has two. At 37 and a half, he
still believes in working on
his game as he smashed the
fastest T20 half-century of his
career while fulfilling his
long-cherished dream of hit-
ting the winning runs in
RCB's IPL-winning chase.
Kohli's unbeaten 75 was the
cornerstone of RCB's second
IPL title, and the legend could-
n't be more pleased with a
dominant effort throughout
the season. "(It is the) stuff
you dream of. (I) thought of
this moment many times,
wanting to hit the winning
run," Kohli said at the post-
match presentation ceremo-
ny. Later, there was also an
indirect mention of 15-
year-old Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, and
how he pushed
him to alter his
game over the

course of this season. Asked
about his 25-ball half-century,
Kohli showed why he eternal-
ly remains a student of the
game. "Such is the demand
(that) super young players
(are) pushing you to up the
ante," he said in jest, but the
seriousness of his statement
wasn't lost on anyone.
"I had to change my mindset,
not my game so much, take on
bowlers and get extra runs,"
he added, summing up how
'super young' players like
Sooryavanshi pushed him to
change his mindset and his
approach towards the game at
the age of 37.

Everybody Stepped Up
What has pleased Kohli this

season is the fact that
in the first 10 games,
there were eight dif-
ferent cricketers
who won the Player
of the Match award.

It is no longer a case of the
campaign resting on his
shoulders.
"We've had to wait for so long
and then, just to have a group
of guys where you feel like
you're stepping onto the
ground, you don't need to be
the one to step up every time,"
Kohli said. 
"These guys are behind you
(and) around you, who can
win games of cricket for you.
We have so many Man of the
Match awards spread
throughout the group as well.
You look at the world-class
bowling of Hoff (Josh
Hazlewood), Bhuv
(Bhuvneshwar Kumar), Duff
(Jacob Duffy), and Krunal
Pandya - you can bank on him
as good as ever - Rasikh
(Salam) Dar was brilliant this
season," Kohli said. The kind
of team that the RCB manage-
ment put on the park during
the last two seasons has been a

clincher, feels Kohli.
"I felt really relaxed coming
in. The team we have gives
confidence to see any kind of
situation through. (We) knew
exactly what to do in the
chase."
RCB Don't Poke Any Team 
Very carefully, he also spoke
about how they didn't care
which team was in the opposi-
tion, but at the same time,
there was respect for each and
every other opponent.
"Our first target was to go top
of the table. We didn't care
what jersey was in front of us
thereon. We're respectful,
don't poke any team. We have
mature professionals, and
experience shines through."
For him, on big days, it is the
duty of the stars to pull the
team through. "Come the big
situation, you need the big
boys to step up. I know it's a
chase and they'll look to get
me out early, but I knew we

have a cham-
pion side that can
chase it down with 3-4
overs to go." Having
missed the bus for 17
seasons, Kohli
remembers what
Director of Cricket
Mo Bobat told them
after their maiden
win in 2025. "When
we won last year,
Mo Bobat said this
is not the end of
the journey and
we had to go
back-to-back. At
the start of the
chase, I told
V e n k y
(Venkatesh
Iyer) that
we need to
kill the game
in the power-
play. There
was total
clarity." 

Record-holder Milner
retires after 24-year career

Controversial Twitch
streamer and political com-
mentator HasanAbi has
recently gotten his UK visa
revoked. The streamer
shared the update during a
livestream on May 31, 2026,
and said he currently cannot
enter the United Kingdom.
The news surprised many
viewers because HasanAbi
had several events and
appearances planned in the
country in the coming days.
The situation started getting
even more attention after
HasanAbi spoke about it
both on livestream and on X.
According to the streamer,
he only recently found out
about the visa issue and now
does not think he will be able
to travel to the UK next
week. As clips from the
stream started spreading
online, many fans began dis-
cussing what happened and
why the decision was made.

HasanAbi says several UK
events may not happen any-
more While talking to view-
ers, HasanAbi explained
that he had multiple plans
lined up in the United
Kingdom before learning
about the visa situation.
The streamer said he was
supposed to take part in
events involving Yanis
Varoufakis, Zack Polanski,
Jeremy Corbyn, and the
Oxford Union.

Zee Entertainment
announced on Monday that
it has acquired the media
rights to 39 FIFA events,
including the FIFA
World Cup 2026, FIFA
Women's World Cup
2027 and FIFA World

Cup 2030. The deal
will see Zee broad-
cast FIFA tourna-
ments in India from
2026 through 2034,
adding some of foot-

ball's biggest compe-
titions to its growing

sports lineup. Zee's
FIFA coverage will

begin on June 11, 2026,
when the FIFA World Cup

kicks off in the United
States, Mexico and Canada.
The tournament will be
shown across Zee's Unite8
Sports channels and
streamed on Zee5. Along
with live matches, viewers
will have access to high-
lights, analysis pro-
grammes, special features
and FIFA documentary con-
tent throughout the tourna-
ment cycle. Betting Big on
Football The FIFA rights

deal comes as Zee expands
its presence in sports broad-
casting with the launch of
its Unite8 Sports network.
"We are excited to bring one
of the world's biggest sport-
ing spectacles to Indian
audiences," said ZEEL CEO
Punit Goenka. "Football
cuts across regions and
demographics, and the
investments in garnering
the media rights and launch-
ing dedicated sports chan-
nels reflect our clear belief
in its long-term potential. 
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he suspense thriller
M4M (Motive For
Murder), which was
released worldwide

in theaters on May 8
directed/produced by
Mohan Vadlapatla star-
ring American Actress Jo
Sharma and Sambeet
Acharya, received an
excellent response from
audiences, media and crit-
ics alike. The film earned
impressive ratings,
including 9.1/10 on IMDb
and 9.6/10 on
BookMyShow, along with
positive reviews from sev-
eral leading newspapers,
news channels and enter-
tainment websites, with
ratings ranging from 3.5
out of 5. Audience from
both India and USA, cele-
brated the movie success
marking it as one of best
suspense thrillers
watched in recent times. 
Following its successful
theatrical run, M4M is
now gearing up for its dig-
ital premiere. The movie
will be available for
streaming from June 19
onwards across multiple
OTT platforms, including
Lionsgate Play, Amazon
Prime, Airtel Xstream,
JioTV, Tata Play Binge
and other partner plat-
forms. A film by Mohan
Vadlapatla, M4M (Motive
For Murder) successfully
combines suspense, mys-
tery, drama and entertain-
ment, delivering an edge-
of-the-seat experience that
keeps viewers captivated
from beginning to end.

The film is particularly
well-suited for OTT audi-
ences and is expected to
attract viewers who enjoy
intelligent thrillers and
murder mysteries.
Director Mohan
Vadlapatla has done an
exceptional job in crafting
this suspense thriller.
With a gripping screen-
play packed with unex-
pected twists and turns,
he keeps the audience
guessing about the identi-
ty of the killer until the
very last minute. The
film’s engaging narrative,
suspenseful storytelling
and surprising climax
make it a must-watch for
fans of mystery and
thriller genres. One of the
major highlights of the

film is the outstanding
performance by Jo
Sharma, heroine of the
movie who plays the role
of an investigative jour-
nalist Radha. She has
delivered a remarkable
performance with natural
acting bringing depth,
confidence and authentici-
ty to her character. Her
screen presence, expres-
sions and powerful acting
have been widely appreci-
ated and stand out as one
of the strongest elements
of the movie. 
Movie lovers can now
experience the mystery,
suspense and excitement
of M4M (Motive For
Murder) from the comfort
of their homes starting
June 19.

ashmika Mandanna is
the National crush,
and she needs no intro-
duction to the

Bollywood audiences.
Although Rashmika made
her debut in Hindi even
before Pushpa was released,
the film altogether took her
craze to the next level.
Rashmika has done a few
films in Hindi, out of which
Chhaava stood out in the
recent past, apart from the
pan-India films. Now, she
seems to have hiked her
remuneration.
If the reports are true,
Rashmika will receive 15 Cr
rupees in remuneration for
the film, which is the highest
ever in her career. The proj-

ect in the discussions is
Cocktail 2, the sequel of the
super successful film in
Hindi. In the second part,
Rashmika will share the
screen space along with
Shahid Kapoor and Kriti
Sanon. Shahdi gets a big pay-
check worth 35 Cr rupees
reportedly, and Kriti also
equals her remuneration
with Rashmika.
Rashmika is relatively jun-
ior to Kriti Sanon, but both
are getting the same amount,
which is interesting.
Meanwhile, Rashmika is not
in a hurry to sign back-to-
back films in Hindi, even
though she is enjoying star-
dom in the North. She is
making sure to win the

hearts of audiences with
characters that remain with
audiences forever. Even in
Telugu, Rashmika has not
charged as much as she is
reportedly charging in
Hindi. However, the fact is
that Rashmika would be a
value addition for whatever
the project is!  Rashmika
Mandanna is once again
proving why she is one of the
most dedicated actresses in
the Indian film industry. For
her upcoming heroine ori-
ented Pan India film Mysaa,
the actress has reportedly
fallen in love with the script
and is ready to go all out for
the role. The project is set to
present her in a never-seen-
before action-packed avatar,

marking a striking
new phase in her
career.

The film’s
n e x t
a c t i o n -
p a c k e d
schedule
w i l l
b e g i n
soon in Kerala
and will continue for 16
days. To prepare for
this physically
demanding segment,
Rashmika is currently
undergoing rigorous
training in Bangkok.
Sources say she is
training for nearly
eight hours every

day, a
routine

t h a t
reflects both

her commit-
ment and her
excitement
for the role.

Rashmika Gets Career’s Highest
Remuneration In Bollywood?

played a strong vil-
lain character in
'Sing Geetam'. I have
never seen a film in

this genre before. The audi-
ence will definitely be
entertained in a new way:
Heroine Shalini Kondepudi
Legendary director
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao
is coming forward with his
most ambitious project
'Sing Geetam'. Nag Ashwin
has produced the film
under the prestigious ban-
ners Vyjayanthi Movies
and Swapna Cinema.
Ayaan, Ahalya Bamru and
Shalini Kondepudi have
played key roles in the film.
Rock star Devi Sri Prasad
has composed the music.
The teaser and songs of
'Sing Geetam', which have
already been released, have
received a good response.
'Sing Geetam' is set to

release in theaters world-
wide on June 11. On this
occasion, heroine Shalini
Kondepudi shared the fea-
tures of the film in a press
conference.

How did the journey of
Singh Geeta begin?
-Earlier, I had done films
like Jayamma
Panchayathi, Shubham,
and My Dear Donga. I came
to know through people I
know that there was a char-
acter with negative shades
in this film. I decided to do
any role in Singeetham's
film. I went for the audition.
I got the okay a month after
the audition.
-There has never been a
film in this genre before.
Everything in this film is
musical. Every artist needs
to be able to sing in a cer-
tain rhythm.

irector SV Krishna
Reddy receives a
World Record recog-
nition from Telugu

Book of Records
International for compos-
ing music for 38 films he
directed                                    

Making video of SV
Krishna Reddy’s 43rd
directorial venture
"Vedavyas" launched
Director SV Krishna
Reddy, who delivered
numerous memorable fam-
ily entertainers to Telugu
cinema, is currently work-
ing on his 43rd film,
"Vedavyas." The film is
being presented by noted
producer K. Achchi Reddy
and produced by Kommuri
Pratap Reddy under the
banner Sai Pragati Films.
The movie marks the debut
of Pidugu Vishwanath as a
hero, while Korean actress
Joon Hyun Ji and
Mongolian actor Sharan
Bold Segment are being
introduced to Telugu audi-
ences. Having completed
shooting, "Vedavyas" is
currently in post-produc-
tion. On the occasion of SV
Krishna Reddy’s 75th
birthday, grand celebra-
tions were held today at the
Film Nagar Cultural
Center in Hyderabad,
along with the launch of
the film’s making video.
During the event, SV
Krishna Reddy was hon-
ored with a World Record
recognition certificate
from Telugu Book of
Records International for
composing music for 38
films he directed. Several

Tollywood celebrities
attended the event as spe-
cial guests.
Senior Actor Murali
Mohan said: “The atmos-
phere today feels like a fes-
tival. I wish SV Krishna
Reddy garu a long and
healthy life. He should
direct 100 films. The friend-
ship between Achchi
Reddy and Krishna Reddy
should continue forever. It
is commendable that
Krishna Reddy garu is
making ‘Vedavyas,’ a film
that highlights the great-
ness of our Vedas and cul-
ture.”                                        
Director SV Krishna
Reddy said: “This celebra-
tion became grand because

so many producers, direc-
tors, actors, and well-wish-
ers joined us. Receiving a
World Record recognition
for my music on my birth-
day is a blessing. I thank
everyone who made this
event successful and
request your support for
my upcoming film
‘Vedavyas’ as well.”
Producer Achchi Reddy
said: “We celebrated SV
Krishna Reddy garu’s
birthday, the launch of the
‘Vedavyas’ making video,
and the World Record
recognition ceremony in
the presence of many close
friends and industry col-
leagues. Our journey
across 43 films has been

possible because of the sup-
port of actors, technicians,
producers, and friends.
Producer Kommuri Pratap
Reddy has been the back-
bone behind our confi-
dence and enthusiasm. His
trust and affection for
Krishna Reddy garu gave
us the freedom and support
needed to make ‘Vedavyas.’
We believe this film will be
a comeback project for all
of us. For the past four to
five years, we have been
working on this script with
a strong desire to showcase
SV Krishna Reddy garu’s
vision and creative power.
Esteemed writers like
Paruchuri Gopala Krishna
and Satyanand encouraged

and supported us during
script development. Now
that the shoot is complete,
we can confidently say that
Krishna Reddy garu’s
vision has come alive on
screen. The film features
extensive graphics work,
with Phantom’s CG team
contributing significantly.
Our cinematographer
Sharath, production
designer Brahma Kadali,
editor Chota K. Prasad,
choreographer Suchitra,
fight master Prithvi, Anji
Master, and many other
technicians have done out-
standing work. We are
deeply grateful to every-
one who contributed to
this project.

ikhil Siddhartha’s
upcoming spectacle
Swayambhu is
emerging as one of

the most technically ambi-
tious films. Directed by
Bharat Krishnamachari
and produced by Bhuvan
and Sreekar under Pixel
Studios, with Tagore
Madhu presenting the
project, the film is being
crafted on an epic scale
for audiences across the
country.
The makers of
Swayambhu marked
Nikhil Siddhartha’s birth-
day with a captivating
making video that throws
light on the immense
effort invested by the
actor for the ambitious
period spectacle. Rather
than focusing solely on
the film, the newly
released video highlights
the demanding journey
that shaped Nikhil into
the fierce warrior seen in
Swayambhu. 

Happy Birthday Nikhil: Swayambhu
Making Video Reveals His Stunning

Transformation And Intense Preparation
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railer Unveiled by
Bhanu Chander,
Sunitha and C. Kalyan
A Romantic Love-

Suspense Entertainer
Starring Akash and Bhairavi
Arthya Kotha Malupu, the lat-
est film starring Akash, son of
renowned singer Sunitha
Upadrashta, is all set to hit
theatres on June 12. The film
features Bhairavi Arthya as
the female lead and is directed
by Shiva Varaprasad
Kesanakurthi. Produced by
Tati Balakrishna under the
Tathastu Creations banner,
the movie will be released by
Mythri Movie Distributors.
The trailer launch event was
held grandly at Prasad Labs
in Hyderabad in the presence
of senior actor Bhanu
Chander, singer Sunitha
Upadrashta, producer C.
Kalyan, actor Raghu Babu
and other distinguished
guests. Set against a rural
backdrop, Kotha Malupu is a
romantic love story blended
with suspense and entertain-
ment. Akash and Bhairavi
Arthya will be seen in the

roles of cousins (bava-
maradalu), while Raghu
Babu, Prudhvi Raj,
Prabhavathi
and others
play key
roles. The
f i l m ’ s
music is
composed
b y

Yashwanth. Speaking at
the event, director Shiva
Varaprasad Kesanakurthi
said, “We have crafted

Kotha Malupu as a
romantic love-suspense
entertainer. Akash
and Bhairavi share
excellent chemistry
on screen. Along with
showcasing the scenic
beauty of
Konaseema, the film
offers a compelling
story packed with
comedy and emo-
tions.
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