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NEW DELHI (TSIT) Central 
Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) Director General 
G.P. Singh has asked per-
sonnel deployed in 
Manipur to “neutralise” 
miscreants roaming 
around in civilian areas 
with weapons. Mr. Singh 
made the remarks during 
an interaction with CRPF 
personnel in Manipur on 
Saturday, according to a 
6.05-minute video clip seen 
by The Hindu. He said that 
discussions were held at 
the highest levels in the 
government, and added, 
“It is expected that there 
will be a turnaround in the 
situation in the northeast-
ern State in the next 1-1.5 
years. More than 6,000 
police weapons and thou-
sands of rounds of ammu-
nition were looted from 
armouries after ethnic vio-
lence erupted in the State 
on May 3, 2023. Security 
agencies have consistently 
flagged the availability of 
a large number of weap-
ons with civilians as a 
major security challenge. 
In the video, the CRPF offi-
cer said that personnel 
need not worry about fir-
ing at miscreants and he, 
as a DG, would protect any 
“bona fide action”. “If you 
do not fire at miscreants, 
why has the government 
given us so much arms 
and ammunition. I have 
your back. Till the time I 
am here, no need to worry 
about any (legal) action,” 
Mr. Singh said, referring 
to an April 7 incident in 
which CRPF personnel 
opened fire as a mob 
stormed the force’s camp 
at Gelmol, a buffer zone 
between Meitei and Kuki-
Zo areas in Bishnupur dis-
trict since 2023. 

Neutralise miscreants if 
found roaming with 
weapons in civilian 
areas of Manipur: 
CRPF DG
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DK Shivakumar invites JD(S) 
workers, calls for unity

KANAKAPURA (TSIT): 

Chief Minister D K Shivakumar  
rolled out an open invitation to 
Janata Dal (Secular) party 
workers by saying that his 
doors were always open for 
them. "This D K Shivakumar is 
there for Janata Dal workers 
too. My door is open to you as 
well. You can make use of me 
and seek help," he said while 
addressing several gratitude 
events in his home constituen-
cy of Kanakapura."I am ready 
to do good for you. God grants 
neither boons nor curses, but 
only grants opportunities. You 
must make use of the opportu-
nities you receive. In the past, 
we had supported Anitha 
Kumaraswamy and 
Kumaraswamy in order to 
keep the BJP at bay. I will not 
discuss now what happened 
back then," he said.

In this constituency, every-
one will be carried along 
together. I will not blame any-
one, saying they did not sup-
port us in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Everyone must be treat-
ed equally. Mistakes happen, 
forgive that. You made me win 
in the Assembly elections, con-
tinue to support our people in 

the same way going forward. 
Let us all move ahead as one. 
Our leaders should not har-
bour hatred against anyone. 
Pray that their hearts undergo 
a change,” he said.

“During my difficult times, 
you prayed for me, made vows 
on my behalf, fought struggles, 
and even got charged with 
cases. Your hard work has now 
borne fruit. Even though it was 
delayed by a few days, 
Siddaramaiah has acted as he 
promised. I must act according 
to the party's guidance. You 
must enable me and 
Siddaramaiah, working togeth-
er, to make the Congress party 
win in the 2028 elections and 
form the government,” he said.

“I do not believe in discrimi-
nation based on caste or reli-
gion. As Kuvempu said, this 
state must be made a ‘garden of 
peace’ for all communities. I 
have regarded people of all com-
munities as my brothers,” he 
said."Everyone must be cau-
tious about the SIR (Special 
intensive Review). If you 
assume your vote is secure and 
sit idle, the vote will be lost. 
Everyone must submit applica-
tions once again. If you do not 
submit an application.

India’s Ease of Doing Business 
reforms drive investor confidence, 

digital transformation
NEW DELHI (TSIT)

India’s sweeping reforms in gover-
nance, regulation and digital 
infrastructure have significantly 
strengthened the country’s busi-
ness ecosystem, making it easier 
to start, operate and expand busi-
nesses while boosting investor 
confidence and global competi-
tiveness.

According to a government 
review released on Saturday, sus-
tained efforts to simplify regula-
tions, reduce compliance burdens 
and digitise public services have 
transformed India’s business 
landscape over the past decade. 
The reforms have helped improve 
transparency, efficiency and ease 
of access to markets, credit and 
government services for entrepre-
neurs, startups and businesses of 
all sizes.

The impact of these measures is 
reflected in India’s rise in global 
rankings. The country improved 
its position in the World Bank’s 
Doing Business Report from 142nd 
in 2014 to 63rd in 2019. India has 
also strengthened its standing in 
the IMD World Competitiveness 
Ranking, moving up from 43rd 
place in 2021 to 41st in 2025.

A major pillar of the reform 
agenda has been the promotion of 
entrepreneurship. Since the 
launch of the Startup India initia-
tive in 2016, the number of recog-
nised startups has surged from 
just 502 to over 2.23 lakh by March 
2026, generating more than 23.3 
lakh direct jobs. Nearly half of 

these startups have at least one 
woman director or partner, under-
lining the growing inclusivity of 
India’s startup ecosystem.

Business registration has also 
become significantly easier 
through digital platforms such as 
the SPICe system and MCA21 
Version 3, which have stream-
lined company incorporation and 
compliance processes. For micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), the Udyam Registration 
Portal has enabled paperless and 
self-declaration-based registra-
tion, helping millions of enterpris-
es enter the formal economy.

Property registration and land gover-
nance have undergone a digital overhaul 
through the Digital India Land Records 
Modernisation Programme. More than 
97 per cent of cadastral maps have been 
digitised, while over 36 crore land par-
cels have been assigned a Unique Land 
Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN), 
enhancing transparency and reducing 
disputes. The government has also 

focused on reducing procedural hurdles 
in obtaining business permits and clear-
ances. The National Single Window 
System now integrates approvals across 
multiple central and state departments, 
while the PARIVESH portal has substan-
tially reduced the time required for envi-
ronmental clearances. Market access 
has improved through initiatives such 
as the Government e-Marketplace 
(GeM), Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC), PM GatiShakti and 
advanced logistics platforms. GeM alone 
has recorded a cumulative transaction 
value of Rs 18.4 lakh crore, providing 
opportunities to startups, women entre-
preneurs and MSMEs to participate in 
government procurement. On the finan-
cial front, easier access to credit has 
emerged as a key reform area. Schemes 
such as the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust 
for Micro and Small Enterprises 
(CGTMSE), Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) and 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) 
have expanded formal financing to mil-
lions of businesses. 

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Sunday said that 23 
political parties have con-
firmed their participation in a 
meeting of the INDIA alliance, 
or INDIA Janbandhan, sched-
uled to be held at the 
Constitution Club in New 
Delhi on June 8. In a post on 
social media platform X, 
Ramesh said the meeting 
would take place at 12 noon 
and would bring together a 
broad spectrum of Opposition 
parties united against what 
they describe as the Narendra 
Modi government’s attacks on 
democratic institutions, con-
stitutional values and citizens’ 
rights.

“23 political parties have 
confirmed participation in the 
INDIA Janbandhan meeting at 
Constitution Club, New Delhi 
on Monday June 8, 2026, at 12 
noon,” Ramesh said. He added 
that while some parties would 
not be able to attend the meet-
ing, they had nevertheless 
communicated their opposi-
tion to the policies and actions 
of the BJP-led central govern-
ment.

“There are some parties who 
have expressed their inability 
to attend this particular meet-
ing for their own reasons — 
even though they have con-
veyed their strong opposition 
to the Modi Government’s poli-
cies and actions,” Ramesh said.

The Congress leader alleged 
that the government was 
“snatching away the right to 

vote for millions of Indians,” 
“assaulting the Constitution 
daily,” and “attacking 
Opposition leaders through 
investigative agencies.” He 
also accused the Centre of dam-
aging livelihoods, fuelling 
inflation, undermining 
employment prospects for 
young people, hurting the 
investment climate and com-
promising national interests 
through its foreign policy.

The meeting comes amid 
renewed efforts by Opposition 
parties to strengthen coordina-
tion ahead of a series of politi-
cal and electoral battles. The 
INDIA alliance, formed in 2023 
as a coalition of Opposition 
parties seeking to challenge 
the BJP nationally, has contin-
ued to project itself as a plat-
form committed to protecting 
constitutional institutions, fed-
eralism and democratic pro-
cesses.

Ramesh sought to under-
score the alliance’s cohesion 
despite differences among its 
constituent parties, saying 
diversity remained its 
strength. “Like India, the 
INDIA Janbandhan continues 
to stand united through its 
diversity,” he said.

23 parties to attend 
INDIA bloc meeting: 
Jairam Ramesh

KOLHAPUR (TSIT): 

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar 
on Sunday criticised the Centre 
over rising prices, claiming the 
government would pay a "politi-
cal price" as frequent hikes in 
essential commodities were 
burdening the common man. 
People across the country were 
facing hardship due to inflation, 
the former Union minister 
claimed and questioned the gov-
ernment's stand that price rise 
was under control.

"The hike may have started 
with just two rupees, but over 
time the increases have kept pil-
ing up, and today we can see 
how far the prices have risen. 
All of this has a direct impact on 
the finances and daily lives of 
ordinary people," Pawar said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had initially claimed his govern-
ment would keep inflation under 
control, the NCP (SP) supremo 
said.However, it now appears that 
their (Centre's) idea of "control' is to 
deliver these price shocks step by 
step, he added. "Those responsible 

will have to pay a political price," 
he said in response to media que-
ries on the LPG price hike.
Maharashtra Congress leader Vijay 
Wadettiwar accused the BJP of 
abandoning its earlier stand on 
price rise, and said the ruling party 
was no longer showing the same 

concern for issues affecting ordi-
nary people as it had done while in 
the opposition.In a statement, 
Wadettiwar said BJP leaders used 
to stage protests whenever cooking 
gas prices were increased during 
the UPA regime, but remained 
silent despite repeated hikes in fuel 
and LPG prices since coming to 
power.

"Commercial LPG cylinder 
prices have risen sharply over 
the past few months and petrol, 
diesel and CNG prices have also 
witnessed multiple revisions in 
recent years. Inflation was 
severely affecting household 
budgets and placing an addi-
tional burden on middle-class 
and economically weaker fami-
lies," the Congress leader 
claimed.

LPG price hikes: Govt will pay 'political price', says 
Sharad Pawar; Cong's Wadettiwar slams BJP

Iran operation is not a new war: Trump
WASHINGTON (TSIT)

US President Donald Trump 
on Sunday defended United 
States' military action against 
Iran and rejected suggestions 
that he abandoned his long-
standing pledge to avoid new 
wars, saying that preventing 
Tehran from obtaining a nucle-
ar weapon was necessary to 
protect the United States and 
its allies.In an exclusive inter-
view with NBC's Meet the 
Press, Trump was asked 
whether the conflict contra-
dicted a campaign promise he 
had repeated since 2015.

"No. No," the US President 
replied when asked if he had 
broken that promise. "I had to 
stop a country, very powerful, 
very dangerous country from 
having a nuclear weapon 

because they'd use it," he said. 
"I'm doing our country a ser-
vice. It's America first." Trump 
disputed the premise that he 
had guaranteed the United 
States would never enter 
another conflict. "First of all, I 
didn't guarantee no war," he 
said. "I don't like these endless 
wars. This is not an endless 
war." The President said he 
faced a choice between main-

taining favourable economic 
conditions and confronting 
what he described as a growing 
nuclear threat from Iran.

"At the hottest point in the his-
tory of our country, I took Scott 
Howard, I took Pete, I took every-
body into a room. I said, I have to 
do this country, this world, the 
Middle East, Israel, everybody a 
favour. You have Iran. They're 
going to have a nuclear weapon," 
he added.Trump said he had ended 
the Obama-era nuclear agreement 
with Iran and later authorised 
military action against Iranian 
nuclear facilities."I terminated the 
deal," he added. "Then I sent the B 
two bombers in about nine, 10 
months ago. And they obliterated, 
totally obliterated the site." The 
President said that military inter-
vention had significantly reduced 
Iran's capabilities. 

CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR (TSIT): 

Cockroach Janta Party founder 
Abhijeet Dipke on Sunday (June 
7, 2026) alleged that politics in the 
country over the last decade is 
centred around the Hindu-
Muslim agenda, calling for a 
change in the government’s pri-
orities and flagging unemploy-
ment as a pressing issue.
Addressing a press conference in 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, a 
day after leading an agitation in 
Delhi, Mr. Dipke reiterated the 
demand for Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s resigna-
tion amid the row over the 
alleged NEET paper leak and 
CBSE OSM glitches. He vowed to 
prepare an agenda to overhaul 
the education system after 
Pradhan’s resignation. Mr. 

Dipke stressed that the CJP 
movement cannot be compared 
with demonstrations that 
occurred in some neighbouring 
countries, asserting that CJP is 
exclusively for Gen Z and it won't 
be associated with any political 
party. "We are seeing that the 
country's politics has moved to 
the Hindu-Muslim agenda in the 
past 10-12 years. This issue can't 
provide jobs. We need to shift 
that focus, and the government's 
priorities should also change.

Dipke says Hindu-Muslim agenda 
dominates politics, jobs are main concern

Over 4K illegal 
immigrants sent 
to Bangladesh: 

Bengal CM

KOLKATA (TSIT): 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday 
said around 4,800 illegal immi-
grants have been sent to 
Bangladesh from holding cen-
tres set up in the state’s border 
districts, and around 836 such 
people are awaiting deporta-
tion from these facilities. 
Adhikari asserted that illegal 
immigration was a big issue, 
and said his government has 
already handed over land to 
the BSF to erect around 100 km 

of fencing, out of the 556 km 
required to secure the India-
Bangladesh border.

The land handover is a con-
tinuous process and is neces-
sary for the security of the 
country, he said, adding that 
securing the international 
boundary is the state govern-
ment’s priority.

“We have handed over to the 
BSF around 100 km stretch of 
land out of 556 km required for 
fencing, and prioritised the 
Chicken’s Neck corridor in 
north Bengal,” the chief minis-
ter said, while addressing a 
preparatory meeting for the 
BJP’s special training camp.
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SHIMLA: BJP State general secretary 
Sanjeev Katwal on Saturday demand-
ed a fair and comprehensive inves-
tigation and strict punishment for 
those responsible for the mysterious 
death of former Himachal Pradesh 
Power Corporation Limited (HPPCL) 
Chief Engineer Vimal Negi.
Katwal told media persons that the 
allegations revealed by the CBI in 
the case -- concerning the issuance of 

-
-

sions made in violation of established 
rules -- raise serious concerns about 
the credibility and integrity of the ad-
ministrative system.
Lashing out at the Congress-led state 

Negi case is not merely about one in-
dividual but concerns administrative 

good governance.

2025. His body was found on March 
18 in Bilapsur under mysterious cir-

his seniors harassed him. The case 

with the opposition BJP alleging a 
cover-up.

discrepancies between the actual sta-

-
jections were sidelined from the de-

-
ter is extremely serious and demands 

Katwal said people of the state have a 
right to know under whose protection 
such activities continued.
“If investigations indicate that rules 

-

government must explain why timely 
action was not taken despite the se-

-

a much larger systemic failure that 
cannot be overlooked.

Vimal Negi death case: Himachal 
BJP demands impartial investigation

ITANAGAR: Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Pema Khandu on Saturday urged people 
of the state to make tree plantation a lifelong 
mission rather than a symbolic annual exer-

-
tion and development must progress togeth-
er for a sustainable future.
Participating in the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ 

-
ery tree planted would contribute to cleaner 

-
ture for the coming generations.
“Planting trees is not something we do once 
a year and forget. It must become a lifelong 

after the event.
“As the nation celebrates 12 years of trans-
formative leadership and service under 

-
paign reminds us that development and en-
vironmental responsibility must go hand in 

Khadu also said that on the occasion of the 

-

authorities at the Government Secondary 

“The visit also provided an opportunity to 
-

es of the school. The state government has 
taken note of the issues raised and will work 

Arunachal CM Pema urges people to 

make tree plantation lifelong mission

KOCHI: Kerala Higher Ed-
ucation Minister Roji M 
John on Saturday said that 
the government would re-
sist any attempt to politi-
cise the state’s education 
sector and would work to-
wards creating better op-
portunities and facilities to 
prevent brain drain among 
students.
Addressing reporters at 
a ‘Meet the Press’ pro-
gramme organised by the 

the minister said the gov-
ernment had a responsibili-
ty to create an environment 
that encourages students 
to pursue higher education 
and career opportunities 
within the state.
“The government has the 

take initiatives as part of 

Responding to questions 

-
cellor of universities in Ker-

-

would be handled in a man-
ner that does not adversely 

sector.
“It does not always mean 

We will not compromise on 
our ideologies and princi-

Replying to queries regard-
ing the appointment of Dr 
B Mavuth as the temporary 
Vice-Chancellor of Mahat-

minister said the govern-
ment was not asked to pro-
vide a panel of candidates.
“The Chancellor has certain 
rights and powers under 
the statute. He was ap-
pointed within a few days 

government was not asked 
to provide a list and did 
not get time to examine the 

John said the government 
would move forward with 
its higher education poli-
cies while safeguarding the 
autonomy and credibility of 
academic institutions.
“We do not agree with saf-
fronisation and will take 

adding that the Chancel-
lor was exercising powers 
available under the univer-
sity statutes in making the 
temporary appointment.
The minister said political 

role in matters such as the 
appointment of vice-chan-

cellors and stressed that 
improving the quality and 
credibility of academic in-
stitutions remained the 
government’s objective.
He said the government 
was seriously examining 
issues such as declining 
student enrolment in some 
colleges and the presence of 
surplus teachers in certain 
institutions.
Policy decisions on these 
matters would be taken af-
ter consulting experts and 
related announcements 
could be expected in the 

said.
The minister also criticised 
the manner in which the 
four-year undergraduate 
programme was imple-

introduced without ade-
quate preparation and had 

for students and teachers.
He said a special commit-
tee would be appointed to 
study various aspects of 
the programme and recom-
mend necessary changes.
On private and foreign 

government was keeping an 
-

ing them in Kerala.

Kerala govt will resist attempts to 
politicise education sector: Min John

CHENNAI: DMK president 
M K Stalin on Saturday 
asserted that the TVK is in 
power in Tamil Nadu only 
due to the benevolence of 

urged his party workers to 
take a pledge to put a full 
stop to Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay-led government.
Welcoming more than 

who joined the DMK at a 

traced the party’s history 
since its founding in 1949 
and underlined that his 
party opposed the imposi-

knowing fully well that it 
would lead to the dismissal 
of the government.

-
ment was dismissed and 

not win polls and form the 

recalled the ups and downs 
seen by the party till it 
formed the government yet 

again in 2021.
The former chief minister 
said that the reason for him 
recalling all that is to under-
score that victory and de-
feat will alternate. He said: 
“That is why we are proving 
today that a DMK member 
is someone who neither 

nor loses heart and gives 

the party has lost the op-
portunity to win and when 
it works as the principal 

joined the party under the 
leadership of Gaja alias 

-
tankolathur-North Union 

Assembly polls form the 
Chengelpet constituency as 

he said.

have no reason to worry. 

current regime is function-
ing only due to our grace 
(favour/benevolence). We 
(the DMK-led alliance) 
faced the election with the 
determination that we must 
win; the government must 
be formed under the lead-

all opposition parties must 
be defeated. It is only with 
the grace of the parties that 
were in our alliance that this 
government is functioning 
today. It is only with the 
cooperation of the alliance 

that this government is run-

us take a pledge in this 
event to put a full stop to 
this government which is 
functioning due to our be-

TVK in power due to DMK’s grace, take pledge 
to end Vijay-led regime’s rule, says M K Stalin

NEW DELHI:  A political 

of the latest National 
Family Health Survey 

Minister J.P. Nadda 
rejecting criticism by 
Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and 
arguing that the survey 

in several key health in-
dicators over the past 
decade.
The exchange began af-
ter Kharge questioned 
the Modi government’s 
handling of health and 

-

6 and earlier surveys.
-

gress chief alleged that 
malnutrition and anae-

a large section of the 
-

ly women and children. 
He claimed that one 

around one-third are 

84 per cent of children 
aged six to 23 months 
do not receive adequate 
nutrition.
Highlighting the prev-

alence of high levels of 

Kharge cited NFHS-5 

per cent of women aged 
15 to 49 are anaemic and 

-
-

cusing the government 
of deliberately hiding 
crucial data which ex-
poses its failures.
Responding on Satur-

Congress leader of se-
lectively interpreting 

the Health Minister said 
NFHS-6 showed im-
provements in maternal 
and child healthcare in-
dicators compared with 
earlier rounds of the sur-

-

al deliveries and births 
attended by skilled 
health personnel have 

-
ed in 2005-06.
The health minister in 
his post also highlighted 
that full immunisation 
coverage has increased 

insurance coverage has 
risen from 4.9 per cent 

use of hygienic menstru-
al protection has reached 
79.2 per cent.
He further noted that 
child stunting has de-
clined from 48 per cent 
to 29.3 per cent com-
pared with data from 

-
uting the changes to in-

welfare programmes.

Nadda, Kharge spar over NFHS-6 

RANCHI: The Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) on Saturday nom-
inated former minister Baidyanath 
Ram as its candidate for one of the 

JMM general secretary and spokes-
person Supriyo Bhattacharya told 

nomination papers in the presence 
of Chief Minister Hemant Soren on 
June 8.

on this by party leadership follow-
ing a discussion with the Congress.
The Congress on Friday announced 
senior party functionary Pranav 
Jha as its candidate for one of the 
two Rajya Sabha seats from the 
state.

a meeting chaired by the chief min-

the party contest both the seats go-

ing to the polls.

-

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant 

Ram as its candidate for the polls.
Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Friday approved the pro-
posal for the appointment of Baghel 
and Sharma as AICC observers for 
the upcoming Rajya Sabha Biennial 
Elections in Jharkhand.
Baghel and Sharma met the CM to 
seek JMM’s support for the Con-

-
gress leader said.
Congress minister Radhakrishna 
Kishore claimed that of the two 

one will go to JMM and another 

56 members in the 81-member as-
sembly. The BJP has already an-

-
date for one of the two Rajya Sabha 

the name of the candidate.
One of the Rajya Sabha seats fell 
vacant following the death of JMM 

member Deepak Prakash will com-

plete his six-year term on June 21.
The nomination process for the 

June 8. Polling will be held on June 
-

MP from Andhra Pradesh Parimal 
Nathwani and BJP leader Gaurav 

-

is required to secure a minimum of 

-

and two from CPI(ML) Liberation.
The NDA has 24 MLAs -- 21 from 
the BJP and one each from the 

JD(U). Jharkhand Loktantrik 
Krantikari Morcha has one MLA.

JMM nominates ex-minister Baidyanath Ram for RS polls

PATNA: A lawyer represent-

popularly known as Khan 

-
tition in Patna civil court 
as he has been named in 
an FIR in connection with 
vandalism at his coaching 
centre here.

FIR has been registered 
against his client as “part 
of a conspiracy to defame 

Patna SSP Kartikeya Shar-
ma had said on Friday that 

was named in an FIR in 
connection with the case of 
vandalism of Khan Global 
Studies Institute.
Police had detained two 
guards of the coaching 

shots on Tuesday night 
when a group of 15-20 
people allegedly tore down 
the coaching centre’s post-
er and threw stones at its 
premises.

“Khan Sir has been named 
in the FIR as part of a retal-
iatory measure because his 

against another coaching 
centre’s director. He will 

anticipatory bail petition 

lawyer.
Mahuar said the anticipa-
tory bail petition is likely to 

He alleged that there are 
no actual charges against 
his client.
“Based on videos and pho-

shots in the air for safe-
ty purposes. There was 
no injury to anyone. His 
name has been inserted in 
the disclosure statement to 

said.
Mahuar said the anticipa-
tory bail petition will likely 

Monday when court pro-
ceedings resume after the 
weekend.

Khan Sir to seek anticipatory bail over FIR 
on vandalism at his coaching centre in Patna

CHANDIGARH:  Chandi-
garh University organised 
the 8th Annual Convoca-
tion of CU Online and the 
Centre for Distance and 
Online Education (CDOE) 
during which degrees were 
conferred on 363 students 
from 19 states and UTs 
from across the country in 
the presence of students 

faculty members and uni-

The graduating cohort 
consisted of 214 male and 
149 female students. Out 
of the total degrees award-

-
ate (PG) degrees and 33 
were undergraduate (UG) 
degrees. The graduates 
belonged to both Online 
Learning (OL) and Open 
and Distance Learning 
(ODL) programmes of-
fered by Chandigarh Uni-
versity.

-

the prestigious convo-
cation ceremony as the 
Chief Guest. The cere-
mony was also attended 
by Prof. (Dr.) Raviraja N 

-
-
-

Chandigarh University 
and Prof. (Dr.) Gurpreet 

Distance and Online Edu-
cation (CDOE).

University also signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing with PwC - one of 
the world’s ‘Big Four’ con-

program thus becoming 
-

dia to launch such a pro-
gramme in collaboration 
with PwC.
Among the postgraduate 

were awarded the degree 
of Master of Business Ad-

students received the de-
gree of Master of Comput-

students earned Master of 
Science (Data Science) de-

awarded Master of Science 

Master of Arts (English) 

earned Master of Arts 
in Journalism and Mass 

while two students each 
received Master of Arts 
(Economics) degrees.
Congratulating the grad-

“With emerging technolo-
-

gence entering almost ev-

their jobs will go away but 
that’s not going to happen. 

more and more opportu-
nities all across the world 
for the learners who adapt 
and upskill themselves. 
The world is changing rap-
idly. If there has ever been 
a better time for learners 
in India to prepare them-

is the time. I am pleased 
to see universities and 
industry coming togeth-
er to equip students with 
AI-enabled competencies 
and the skills required to 
succeed in an increasingly 
technology-driven world. 
And that’s going to add 
lot of value to the students 
and to the nation and also 
to the industry because 
you will get learners or 
candidates who are pre-
pared for the role that in-

Chandigarh University holds 8th CU Online 
Annual Convocation; 363 Degrees Awardeda 

Ranthambhore tigress spotted 
with cub, big cat count rises to 72
JAIPUR: A tigress in Rajasthan’s Ranthambhore Tiger Re-

-
ly spotted with the cub in the Nal Ghati area during rou-
tine patrolling and monitoring activities.

was being closely monitored to ensure the safety of both 

“The sighting of the cub is an encouraging sign for tiger 
-

-
-
-

has witnessed steady growth in its tiger population over 
the years and is a key centre for wildlife tourism and con-
servation in the country.

Three killed after assailants 
attack village in Kangpokpi
IMPHAL: -
ter armed assailants launched an attack at a village in Ma-

the attack around 4 am at Loibol Khullen village in 

-
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Osteoarthritis increasingly affecting 
people in their 30s, says study

O
steoarthritis (OA), 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
regarded as an age-
related wear-and-

tear condition, is increas-
ingly being diagnosed 
among younger adults, with 
cases now being reported in 
people as young as 30 years, 
according to a review pub-
lished in the journal 
International Orthopaedics.

The review, published on 
May 15, challenges the con-
ventional understanding of 
osteoarthritis, describing it 
as a heterogeneous syn-
drome driven by a combina-
tion of biological, biome-
chanical, metabolic, genetic 
and molecular factors rather 
than a single disease. 
Researchers said the find-
ings underscore why the tra-
ditional “one-size-fits-all” 
treatment approach often 
falls short, as patients may 
have different underlying 
disease mechanisms.

Globally, more than 500 
million people are living 
with osteoarthritis, repre-
senting 7.6 per cent of the 
world’s population. 
According to Global Burden 
of Disease estimates, the 
prevalence of the condition 
has increased by 132 per 
cent over the past three 
decades and is expected to 
rise by a further 60 per cent 
by 2050. Women, people with 
obesity and individuals with 
joint injuries remain among 
the most vulnerable groups.

“Osteoarthritis is no lon-
ger confined to the elderly. 
We are now seeing patients 
as young as 30, often driven 
by obesity and sedentary 
lifestyles,” said Dr Raju 
Vaishya, Senior Consultant 
Orthopaedic and Joint 
Replacement Surgeon at 

Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospitals.

He added that recognising 
specific disease phenotypes 
in individual patients could 
pave the way for more per-
sonalised and effective treat-
ment strategies.

The review identified six 
distinct osteoarthritis sub-
types, including inflamma-
tory, metabolic and pain-
sensitisation variants, and 
recommended the use of 
MRI-based diagnostic tools 
and biomarker panels to 
guide treatment decisions.

Researchers cited a case 
involving a 33-year-old IT 
professional suffering from 
persistent knee pain. 
Investigations revealed vita-
min D deficiency, elevated 

body mass index and early 
joint degeneration. After 
being diagnosed with meta-
bolic osteoarthritis, the 
patient reportedly showed 
significant improvement 
through weight manage-
ment, vitamin supplementa-
tion and structured exer-
cise.In another example, a 
60-year-old woman with 
severe burning knee pain 
and sleep disturbances expe-
rienced little relief from con-
ventional medication. 
Further evaluation identi-
fied a pain-sensitisation 
phenotype, and treatment 
with neuromodulators tar-
geting nerve pain pathways 
led to substantial improve-
ment.

The review also highlight-
ed several MRI-based struc-
tural phenotypes, including 
inflammatory, meniscus-
cartilage, subchondral bone, 
atrophic and hypertrophic 
forms, along with molecular 
endotypes linked to tissue 
turnover, structural damage 
and systemic inflammation.

According to the research-
ers, combining these imag-
ing techniques with bio-
markers such as COMP, 
CTX-II and hsCRP could 
help clinicians make more 
accurate and personalised 
treatment decisions. The 
study further noted that 
emerging technologies, 
including AI-assisted MRI 
analysis and PET-MRI imag-
ing using 18F-NaF, are show-
ing promise in detecting 
osteoarthritis at earlier 
stages. However, broader 
clinical adoption will 
require standardised proto-
cols, validation across dif-
ferent joints and large-scale 
clinical trials, the authors 
said.

Study links bipolar 
disorder to early death 

more than smoking
Having bipolar disorder -- a serious mental illness 
that can cause both manic and depressed moods -- 
increases the risk of dying early, more than smok-
ing. Researchers from the University of Michigan in 
the US analysed how large the risk of death among 
people with bipolar disorder -- who smoked and 
those who had never smoked. The results, published 
in the journal Psychiatry Research, showed that 
people with bipolar disorder were four to six times 
more likely as people without the condition to die 
prematurely, the study finds. By contrast, people 
who smoked were about twice as likely to die prema-
turely than those who had never smoked -- whether 
or not they had bipolar disorder.The stark differ-
ence in mortality, and the differences in health and 
lifestyle that likely contributed to it, should prompt 
more efforts at preventing early deaths, the research-
ers said.Bipolar disorder has long been seen as a 
risk factor for mortality, but always through a lens 
of other common causes of death,” said lead author 
Anastasia Yocum, from the varsity.We wanted to 
look at it by itself in comparison with conditions and 
lifestyle behaviours that are also linked to higher 
rates of premature death.”The team started by look-
ing at deaths and related factors among 1,128 people 
with and without bipolar disorder.They found that 
all but 2 of the 56 deaths since the study began in 
2006 were from the group of 847 people in the study 
who had bipolar disorder. The researchers then 
turned to another source of data to see if they could 
find the same effect. They analysed anonymous 
patient records from more than 18,000 people.Among 
these, people with bipolar disorder were four times 
as likely to die than those with no record of bipolar 
disorder.The team also studied records from more 
than 10,700 people with bipolar disorder and a com-
parison group of just over 7,800 people without any 
psychiatric disorder. The only factor associated 
with an even higher chance of dying during the 
study period in this pool of people was high blood 
pressure. Those who had hypertension were five 
times more likely to die than those with normal 
blood pressure, no matter whether they had bipolar 
disorder or not.By contrast, smokers were twice as 
likely to die as never-smokers in this sample, and 
those over age 60 were three times as likely to die, 
both regardless of bipolar status. To our major sur-
prise, in both samples we found that having bipolar 
disorder is far more of a risk for premature death 
than smoking,” said McInnis, a professor of psychia-
try at the varsity’s Medical School. He hopes the 
findings will spur more action in the medical and 
public health communities to address the many fac-
tors that contribute to this extra-high risk of death 
in people with bipolar disorder.

LPG price hike, power cuts double whammy: 
DMDK general secretary Premalatha

CHENNAI: DMDK gener-
al secretary Premalatha 
Vijayakant on Sunday 
flayed the Union and State 
governments over the latest 
hike in domestic LPG cylin-
der prices and the worsen-
ing power outages across 
Tamil Nadu, saying the twin 
issues had severely affected 
people's daily lives.

In a statement, 
Premalatha Vijayakant said 
the fresh increase in cook-
ing gas prices had come at a 
time when soaring inflation 
and rising commodity pric-
es were already pushing 
ordinary families into 
distress."The continuous 
increase in LPG cylinder 
prices over the past few 
months has placed an 
unbearable burden on poor 
and middle-class house-
holds. Citing fluctuations in 
international crude oil pric-
es and transferring the bur-
den to the public for the ben-
efit of oil companies is unac-
ceptable," she said.

She pointed out that peo-
ple were already reeling 
from the impact of rising 
petrol, diesel and essential 
commodity prices, and 
urged the Centre to immedi-

ately roll back the latest 
LPG price hike in the public 
interest.

The DMDK leader also 
expressed concern over the 
prolonged and unannounced 
power cuts reported from 
several parts of the State, 
particularly Chennai and 
East Coast Road (ECR) 
suburbs."Frequent outages 
during both day and night 
without prior intimation 
have disrupted the lives of 
the public, students and 
small business establish-
ments, besides triggering 
widespread resentment," 

she said.Even if power shut-
downs were unavoidable 
due to maintenance or other 
reasons, the Tamil Nadu 
Power Distribution 
Corporation (TNPDCL) 
must ensure advance com-
munication to consumers, 
she added.Referring to 
reports that Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay would travel 
to New Delhi on June 11 to 
participate in the NITI 
Aayog meeting, Premalatha 
Vijayakant urged him to 
press the Union government 
to withdraw the LPG price 
hike immediately.

Stalin cuts TVK govt’s ‘grace’ period, says people 
predict regime downfall in 3 months

CHENNAI: DMK presi-
dent and former Chief 
Minister MK Stalin on 
Sunday seemed to shift from 
his earlier stance of offering 
a “6-month wait and watch” 
approach to the TVK gov-
ernment, claiming that the 
regime won’t even last 3 
months.

Addressing party cadres 
after inducting former VCK 
MLA ‘Panaiyur’ M Babu 
into the party at an event in 
Anna Arivalayam, Stalin 
packaged his statement as 
“growing public discussion 
over whether the govern-
ment would even last anoth-

er three months.”
“When this government 

assumed office, we said we 
would refrain from criticism 
for six months. But now, peo-
ple themselves are wonder-
ing whether this government 
can survive even three 
months,” Stalin said. Babu, 

who won the Cheyyur 
Assembly constituency on a 
VCK ticket in the 2021 elec-
tions, had quit the party last 
month, accusing its leader-
ship of taking contradictory 
political positions after the 
2026 Assembly polls. 
Speaking at the event, Babu 

described the DMK as his 
mother party and credited 
Stalin for implementing sev-
eral welfare and infrastruc-
ture projects in Cheyyur dur-
ing his tenure as MLA. “They 
are attempting to create an 
impression that the TVK 
government alone stands 
with Dalits. But Tamil Nadu 
remains a land of social jus-
tice because of the Dravidian 
model created by Stalin,” he 
said, while alleging that 
farmers, women and the pub-
lic were affected by power 
cuts and administrative fail-
ures under the present TVK 
government. 

Air India Express resumes Tiruchy-Sharjah
 service stopped due to Gulf conflict

TIRUCHY: Air India 
Express has resumed its 
Tiruchy–Sharjah service 
after a suspension linked 
to the conflict in the Gulf 
region.

A total of 158 passengers 
travelled on the flight 
operated from Tiruchy fol-
lowing the restoration of 
the route.

The airline had sus-
pended services to Gulf 
destinations from 
February 28, stating that 
operations would remain 
halted until further notice 
owing to the situation in 

the region.
The service resumed on 

June 7, providing relief to 
passengers who had been 
affected by the suspen-
sion.  Tiruchy 
International Airport 
operates services to sever-
al international destina-
tions, including Malaysia, 
Singapore, Muscat, Oman, 
Dubai, Sharjah, Abu 
Dhabi and Sri Lanka.

The resumption of the 
Sharjah service has 
received a positive 
response from passengers, 
airport sources said.

Tamil Nadu engineering 
registration crosses 

3 lakh this year
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 

Engineering Admissions 
(TNEA) 2026 registrations 
officially concluded with 
over 3 lakh students 
enrolling for the counsel-
ling process. The rank list 
is scheduled to be released 
on June 29.

Corruption systemati-
cally being eliminated 
across all departments: 
TN minister Arunraj

It is worth noting that 
the number of applica-
tions for engineering 
courses has increased this 
year compared to last 
year. The numbers vary 
every year based on job 
opportunities, economic 
conditions of the families, 
and other factors.

Tamil Nadu has more 
than 443 engineering col-
leges with 2 lakh 54 thou-
sand 585 seats. With 
2,20,841 students joining 
engineering courses last 
year, the number is 
expected to increase this 
year.

So far, a total of 3,02,373 
have registered, with 
2,45,220 students success-

fully paying registration 
fees. The online registra-
tion began on May 3 and 
ended on June 5.

Even as leading IT com-
panies in both India and 
abroad are carrying out 
large-scale layoffs, engi-
neering enrolment has 
witnessed a significant 
surge.

Officials from the 
Directorate of Technical 
Education (DoTE) noted 
that medical aspirants 
have turned to engineer-
ing courses due to uncer-
tainty over this year’s 
NEET exam, following 
alleged irregularities and 
the subsequent cancella-
tion.

LPG price hike, power 
cuts double whammy: 
DMDK general secretary 
Premalatha The cutoff 
marks for engineering 
courses have decreased 
this year, creating confi-
dence among students in 
securing seats in presti-
gious institutions. The low 
cut-off has also played a 
part in the rise in the num-
ber of registrations.

Corruption systematically being
 eliminated across all departments: 

TN minister Arunraj
COIMBATORE: Health 

Minister KG Arunraj on 
Sunday said corruption 
and bribery are being sys-
tematically eliminated 
across all government 
departments under the 
present administration, 
which is committed to 
ensuring transparent gov-
ernance.

LPG price hike, power 
cuts double whammy: 
DMDK general secretary 
Premalatha

Chairing a review meet-
ing on development works 
at the Tirupur District 
Collectorate, the minister, 
in the presence of Revenue 
and Disaster Management 
Minister KA Sengottaiyan 
and Animal Husbandry 
Minister S Kamali, said 
the government’s focus is 
on delivering a clean, effi-
cient and corruption-free 
administration.

He said bureaucrats 
play a key role in public 
service delivery and must 
uphold integrity in their 
functioning. “The public 
can clearly see the differ-
ence in the way depart-

ments are functioning,” he 
added.“The government is 
committed to transparent 
and honest governance. 
Corruption and bribery 
are being systematically 
eliminated across all 
departments,” Arunraj 
said.

Tamil Nadu brings fresh 
liquor tax, moves to plug 
Tasmac leak

Revenue Minister KA 
Sengottaiyan said that a 
Chennai-based firm has 
been engaged to address 

the issue of accumulated 
textile dye waste in 
Tirupur district. The 
clean-up process will be 
carried out in coordina-
tion with dyeing unit own-
ers after joint inspection, 
he said. Animal Husbandry 
Minister S Kamali said 
compensation would be 
provided for livestock 
deaths caused by stray dog 
attacks. She also said steps 
are being taken to control 
the stray dog population in 
the district.

“Osteoarthritis is no longer 
confined to the elderly. We 
are now seeing patients as 
young as 30, often driven by 
obesity and sedentary 
lifestyles,” said Dr Raju 
Vaishya, Senior Consultant 
Orthopaedic and Joint 
Replacement Surgeon at 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals.
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“Born in an unjust society, we shall not die in it, until we
change it.” This tagline of the Coorg Organisation for
Rural Development (CORD) captures the core conviction
that shaped the life of its founder and director,
Vijayasingh Ronald David, known to many as Roy David.
The people he stood alongside over decades of grassroots
activism and mobilisation saw how this principle animat-
ed everything he did. While I only had the opportunity to
know him during the last two years of his life, as a young
researcher I learnt much from him, his stories and his
endless commitment to social change. For me, he was Roy
sir. On May 16, many of us were devastated by the news of
his sudden passing, caused by a cardiac arrest while he
was driving home from Bangalore to Kushalnagara. He
was 71.(I first met him in 2024, while doing research
around Karnataka’s Nagarahole Tiger Reserve. Several
people had told me  to know the history of this place, you
must go see David. After our initial interaction, I remem-
ber feeling unsure whether I would hear more from him.
To my surprise, over the following months, we ended up
spending several weeks together. He went from constantly
reprimanding me during these visits, to convincing me –
with big grins and offers of fish fry and boiled rice from
the shop next door – to stay a few more days. Then he
would stare intently at his phone as if his hearing had
suddenly declined while I murmured complaints. I always
ended up staying, and he would hand me a pile of papers
or a messy folder on his old laptop to sort through.
On the day of our scheduled first meeting, I had reached

Kushalnagara several hours late. He was still waiting in
the CORD office attached to his house. The room had a
faint musty smell. The bookcases were crammed with
papers, binders and framed certificates. The papers
spilled over to his desk. Behind it sat David, peering at me
through his glasses. He wore a long-sleeve shirt, hair and
beard dyed jet black, his tall stature evident even while
seated. One hand rested against his stomach. I had heard
the stories – he lost full function of the hand after surviv-
ing an attack instigated by landlords in Mangalore in the
1970s; he had been demanding land rights for tenant culti-
vators. He began to ask me questions, probing my motiva-
tion for visiting him. Dissatisfied, he listed all the ways in
which academics had neglected this region. “Iif you are
here just to get information for yourself, I won’t talk to
you. If someone wants to work for the people, contribute,
then I have time,” David said. He shuffled across the room
to hand me pamphlets as he spoke, stopping occasionally
to cough. The slowness in his movements revealed as
much about the 45 years he had dedicated to the Adivasi-
led peoples’ struggle around Nagarahole as his narration
did. “Anyway, what knowledge I have, I will share.
Information must be shared, not held too close to the
heart, hmmm”.  David founded CORD in 1981. By 1984,
the organisation began to focus entirely on the concerns
of forest-dwelling communities in Kodagu and Mysore
districts. He began by working alongside Soliga Adivasis
in Periyapatna in their effort to organise their communi-
ty and demand nutritious food and education for their
children. They eventually started an informal school in
one of the villages and enrolled 45 children in a nearby
government school.

Having been born and brought up
in a Namboodiri landlord family in
Kerala’s only Muslim majority dis-
trict before independence, this
author has seen how, as part of
untouchability, Kerala also had
‘unapproachability’.
For those practicing this casteist
norm, an Ezhava, part of other
backward classes (OBC), must be
kept off 30 feet lest the ‘upper’ caste
person get ‘polluted’. For Dalits,
the rule was 60 feet, and for unas-
similated tribals, 100 feet. The feu-
dal system had ruthlessly imposed
these social mores before the birth
of the Indian constitution.
Curiously, there was no such
restriction for Muslims and
Christians; they could approach an
‘upper’ caste Hindu without the lat-
ter fearing getting ‘polluted’ by
them. 
I bring this up only to underline a
curious aspect of the Kerala psy-
che. It was casteist towards Hindus
but could be ‘syncretic’ towards
others.  Vavar, a Muslim associate
of the Sabarimala deity, has a
mosque near the temple and
Hindus make it a point to visit it.
The 14th century Koratti Muthi
church was uniquely constructed
on land gifted by the local Raja. It
retains many Hindu features.
There are several more such cases.
For those coming from a pluralistic
background, it is agonising to find
the mindless ghettoisation being
pursued by the Modi-Shah duo as a
well thought out political strategy
during the past 11 years.
Communal ‘othering’ is the chief
instrument in their toolkit to cre-
ate and maintain an assured vote
bank.   Before Modi, the BJP could
not come to power without the sup-
port of the minority groups. “The
BJP believes that Indian Muslims
are an integral part of the nation,”
the party had said in a 2005 politi-
cal resolution, adding: “However,
since Independence, the Congress
has viewed Muslims purely as a
vote-bank. In the process, their
pressing issues such as modern
education, living conditions, liveli-
hood and women’s rights have
been glossed over. The BJP reiter-
ates its principle of justice for all
and appeasement of none. The
party will always remain commit-
ted to this.” “I wanted the
Hinduism of Vivekananda, not the

one based on ‘narrow-minded-
ness’,” Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
once said in a taped speech in 2002.
One may debate the sincerity and
meaning of those words but the lan-
guage of the BJP today is markedly
different. Indeed, the Modi regime
has been openly using Hindu-
Muslim conflict as its winning
strategy. That is the crucial differ-
ence between the two approaches:
Modi and the previous BJP leader-
ship.  Consider the Modi-Shah
regime’s single-minded efforts at
saffronisation of history textbooks,
elimination of opposition voters,
imposition of Hindi, Nazi-style
detention camps along borders,
mandating the singing of Vande
Mataram in Bengal’s madrasas,
media control, concentration of
powers through rule changes. The
list is rather long. All this leads to
political, administrative and judi-
cial manipulation.  The Modi-Shah
regime seems to have no ‘illusion’
about Muslim support for the BJP.
For instance, 38% of Assam’s popu-
lation is Muslim, but there is none
among the 102 new BJP MLAs in

the Himanta Sarma government.
On the contrary, of the 19 Congress
MLAs in the assembly, 18 are
Muslim.  In the past five years, the
Modi government did not have a
single Muslim minister or MP.
This is deliberate ghettoisation,
keeping a whole section of the poli-
ty outside of politics. 
Political observers also fear that
the Modi-Shah regime intends to
introduce some kind of separate
electorate for the minorities.
Such administrative measures get
prompt support from the Hindutva
groups at the ground level. For
instance, every religious festival,
Hindu or Muslim, is an occasion
for heightening communal tension:
Muharram, Id, Diwali, temple festi-
vals and processions like Kawadias
are used for creating communal
tension.  When the dates of festi-
vals clash, it is all the more delight-
ful for hate mongers. The VHP and
other Hindutva groups take objec-
tion to Muslim artisans preparing
the kits and costumes for
kawariyas. The Supreme Court
had to intervene when some BJP

governments ordered a ban on
Muslims traders setting up shops
along the route. 
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Adityanath, the most virulent anti-
Muslim chief minister, recently
warned Muslims against holding
namaz in public places.  When
reminded there was hardly any
place available to accommodate all
of them, he advised them to control
their population.  
His latest drive has been to shut
Varanasi’s decade old Eid-eve goat
market. 
In Kolkata, Amit Shah’s newly cap-
tured region, fresh curbs were
imposed on Eid namaz this year.
The venue was shifted and no pub-
lic slaughter of animals allowed. In
Maharashtra, ‘pig worship’ and a
ban on goat sacrifice have been the
highlights of pre-Eid harassment
this year. Pig worship by Hindutva
ardents in Muslim areas was
reported from Mumbai, Delhi and
West Bengal. The BMC also
revoked permission granted for
goat sacrifice. Goats were removed
from residential areas in Thane

and a housing society cluster in
Mumbai. A favourable high court
judgment was used by Hindutva
hardliners  on the basis of a revised
report by the ASI – a government
department – on the Bhojshala dis-
pute. The next in the firing line is
the Kasmandi dispute. Earlier this
year, the BJP‘s Andhra Pradesh
ally Chandrababu Naidu had
announced cash incentives for cou-
ples having third and fourth child.
This was to raise the state’s popula-
tion. Later, the VHP urged Naidu
to confine the incentive to Hindu
parents, not Muslims.
With almost the entire domestic
media toeing Amit Shah’s blackout
dictum, it will be rewarding to
have a look at the much maligned
foreign media. And most of them
provide what our domestic media
try to hide from the readers.
In a lengthy piece with on-the-spot
details, The New Yorker concluded
that a “populist Prime Minister has
legitimized India’s more militant
groups”. Clearly, targeted attacks
on minorities are on the rise, it
found giving details.  

Some batters have great tech-
nique; others have extraordi-
nary power. Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi sits in the inter-
section of technique and
power because he seems to
have more time than every-
one else to play a ball.
By the time the ball leaves the
bowler's hand, it almost feels
like he already knows what
he's going to do. While every-
one else is still reacting, he's
locked onto the ball, perfectly
balanced, and his hands seem
to find the right position with-
out any hesitation. Every
movement unfolds with the
natural progression of
Beethoven's symphony.  The
best batters in the world are
often defined by this tiny abil-
ity to pick up tiny clues before
anyone else does, process
information faster and turn
them into a decisive advan-
tage.  It's a rare combination
of vision, anticipation, tim-
ing, and instinct-traits that
defy simple explanation.
Beyond all the runs, records,
and accolades, what separates
him is an almost uncanny
understanding of the game as
it unfolds. The kind of instinct
that suggests he is not merely
playing the game, but reading
the bowler like a mentalist.
His efforts and his approach
have earned him a ticket to
UK this summer for T20s
against England, Irelanad, as
well as in the Asian Games
Team. Sooryavanshi thereby
becomes the youngest Indian,
even younger than Sachin
Tendulkar, to be inducted
into the Indian Cricket Team. 

TThe USP Of IPL Is No More
King Khan
In 2008, somewhere in the
middle of the first season of

IPL, Shah Rukh Khan, the cel-
ebrated owner of Kolkata
Knight Riders and Bollywood
Badshah, had told NDTV," I
am the USP of IPL." Enter the
next-generation software-
instilled humanoid called
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, the
Bollywood superstar would
perhaps agree that the USP of
IPL has now shifted. Jos
Buttler, in fact, said,
"Sooryavanshi was the IPL
this year". Nineteen seasons
later the baton changed hands
and now it is well and truly
with the Bihari boy. 
Sooryavanshi is perhaps the
single biggest brand to
emerge out of Bihar.  The
most revealing thing about
him is his unhurried
approach. 

The Boy Who Has Extra Time
The ball leaves the bowler's
hand at the same speed it does
for everyone else, yet
Sooryavanshi often appears
to inhabit a different zone.
There is an extra beat before
he commits. An extra fraction
of a second before the bat
comes down. An extra layer of

information being processed.
Remember when he took
down Pat Cummins for three
successive sixes?  The best
batters do not simply react,
they read the situation. And
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
appears to read cricket in a
language few others can
speak.
His father, Sanjeev
Sooryavanshi, says,"
Whenever he played, older
boys would call him a kid. If I
told him a particular bowler
was the opposition's biggest
bowler, he would target that
bowler. Vaibhav would say,
"Papa, if I hit him for a six, the
other bowlers won't dominate
me." That has always been
his strategy. He wants people
to know him for his cricket,
not judge him by his age."
That is why many interna-
tional coaches who have
watched him closely rarely
begin with his age - they
begin with perception. One
international coach who
observed him during his
developmental years
described elite batting as
existing at the intersection of

vision, timing, balance and
instinct. Great players, he
argued, seem to receive infor-
mation from the ball that oth-
ers do not. In that framework,
Sooryavanshi is not merely a
talented batter. He is the
point of intersection.
The easiest mistake to make
with a player this young is to
focus entirely on the extraor-
dinary acceleration of his
career. A Ranji Trophy debut
at 12. India Under-19 selection
at 13. A hundred against
Australia Under-19 in
Chennai that left franchise
scouts scrambling for reports
and phone numbers. An IPL
auction became a bidding
war. The chronology of
events that had unfolded up
until this point made experi-
enced coaches, scouts and tal-
ent evaluators speak about
him with unusual conviction.

That Boy Fromm Tajpur
Former Bihar cricketer and
Rajasthan Royals scout
Samar Qadri remembers
hearing whispers about a boy
from Tajpur in Samastipur
long before the wider cricket-
ing world discovered him. In
a local match in Patna, Qadri,
who is a leg spinner bowled to
him and watched the teenag-
er dismantle attacks with a
confidence that felt entirely
disproportionate to his age.
"He told me I don't play
bowlers, I play balls," Qadri
recalled while speaking to
NDTV. The clue to under-
standing this teenager is
embedded in that sentence.
Most young players become
overwhelmed by reputation.
They see international
bowlers, senior professionals,
established names and histor-
ical achievements.

Whenever corruption, black money, and
disproportionate assets are discussed in
the country, a question repeatedly arises
in the minds of ordinary citizens: when
will a comprehensive and impartial
investigation of assets be conducted?
The luxurious mansions, expensive
farmhouses, multi-story buildings, and
real estate worth crores of rupees that
are being built in urban sectors, posh
colonies, and developed areas often leave
people wondering. It's natural to wonder
what sources of income these properties
were built from and whether their prices
are in line with the individuals' declared
incomes. This question isn't directed at
any particular individual, but rather at
the transparency and accountability of
the system. Citizens' faith in democracy
remains strong only when they believe
that the law is equal for all. If a person
becomes wealthy through their hard
work, talent, business, employment, or
investments, this is a testament to their
success and should be respected.
However, when an unusual discrepancy
is observed between a person's income
and wealth, calls for investigation
become natural. Acquiring wealth is not
a crime, but its legality and source must
be clear. This is the foundation of good
governance and accountability.
Today, most Indian cities have devel-
oped areas where mansions and build-
ings worth crores of rupees stand. Most
of these assets must have been acquired

through legitimate means. There are
millions of businessmen, industrialists,
doctors, engineers, teachers, scientists,
and entrepreneurs in the country who
have achieved economic success
through years of hard work and strug-
gle. Doubting their hard work and
achievements would not only be unfair
but also send a negative message to soci-
ety. However, it is equally true that in
some cases, there is a discrepancy
between the size of assets and declared
income, which raises questions. An
impartial investigation in such cases is a
necessity of the democratic system. The
common citizen's concern isn't just
about wealth, but also about the inequal-
ity that exists within society. On one
hand, middle-class families struggle to
build a home, investing their entire life's
savings, taking out bank loans and pay-
ing installments over years. On the
other hand, some individuals amass
immense wealth in a short period of
time. When this disparity becomes so
stark, questions arise. If these questions
aren't answered through transparent
investigation and accountability, dis-
trust of the system grows.
In any democratic society, greater trans-

parency is expected from those holding
public office. Government officials, elect-
ed representatives, and those involved
in the management of public resources
are custodians of the public trust.
Therefore, details of their income and
assets should be more clear and public. If
a public servant acquires assets com-
mensurate with their legitimate income,
they need not fear any investigation.
Rather, such investigations can serve as
a means of verifying their integrity.
However, if irregularities are found, it is
equally important to bring them to jus-
tice. The problem isn't limited to
declared assets. Benami property also
poses a significant challenge to the coun-
try. Often, the true owner registers their
property in the name of a relative,
employee, or acquaintance. This makes
it difficult to trace the true ownership
and source of the funds. The government
has enacted laws to prevent benami
transactions, but their effective imple-
mentation remains a challenge. The goal
of financial transparency will remain
unfulfilled until the true beneficiary of
the property is identified. From a tech-
nological perspective, asset verification
is now much easier than ever before. 

editorial
Remembering

Roy David

When will the property be inspected?

 DR. SATYAWAN
SAURABH
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In a significant develop-
ment for agricultural
exports from Jharkhand,
the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development
Authority (APEDA),
under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
flagged off the first com-
mercial consignment of
fresh mangoes from the
State to the United
Kingdom. The flag-off cere-
mony was held in Kolkata
on 4 June 2026.
The consignment compris-
es 1.5 metric tonnes of
fresh Amrapali mangoes
sourced from Beura
Farmer Producer
Company Ltd., an all-
women Farmer Producer
Company (FPC) located in
Bano Block of Simdega dis-
trict, Jharkhand. The con-
signment is being export-
ed by M/s JGB Agrofresh
Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata, to
London, United Kingdom.
The export follows an

Export-Oriented Capacity
Building Programme
organized by APEDA on 5
May 2026 for Farmer
Producer Companies
(FPCs), Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) and
progressive farmers of
Simdega district. The pro-
gramme focused on export
requirements, quality
standards and market
opportunities.
Subsequently, APEDA
facilitated linkage
between Beura Farmer
Producer Company Ltd.

and M/s JGB Agrofresh
Pvt. Ltd. for procurement
of export-quality mangoes
from the district. The pres-
ent shipment is the out-
come of this initiative.
The linkage has enabled
direct participation of the
FPC in the export value
chain and provided mar-
ket access for its member
farmers. The farmers asso-
ciated with the FPC real-
ized higher returns for
their produce compared to
prevailing domestic mar-
ket prices.

Jaipur, June 2026: Fairmont
Jaipur marked the introduc-
tion of Green Kitchen, its
dedicated pure-vegetarian
culinary initiative, with an
exclusive seated dinner at
the hotel’s signature rooftop
venue. The intimate
evening brought together
tastemakers, industry lead-
ers and distinguished guests
all under one roof. The
guests were presented with
a refined approach to vege-
tarian dining rooted in
authenticity, cultural sensi-
tivity and culinary excel-
lence. Nestled amidst the
majestic Aravalli hills, the
gathering offered guests an
opportunity to experience
hotel’s evolving culinary
philosophy through a
refined and immersive din-
ing journey. A thoughtfully
curated menu brought the
philosophy of Green
Kitchen to life, celebrating
authenticity, balance and
refined vegetarian cuisine
through every course.
Green Kitchen- conceptu-
alised with deep cultural
sensitivity and culinary pre-
cision reflects Fairmont
Jaipur's commitment to

serving discerning vegetari-
an guests with the highest
standards of care and
respect. The initiative fea-
tures a completely exclusive
kitchen environment dedi-
cated solely to vegetarian
cuisine, ensuring there is no
cross-utilisation of ingredi-
ents, utensils or cooking
spaces. The approach has
been designed to honour the
dietary preferences and cul-
tural considerations that
are significant during cele-
bratory occasions, including

weddings and family gather-
ings. Chef Anal Uniyal,
Director of Culinary,
Fairmont Jaipur, added:
"Green Kitchen has been
designed to celebrate vege-
tarian cuisine with authen-
ticity, creativity and care.
Every dish on the menu
reflects our focus on purity,
flavour and exceptional culi-
nary craftsmanship."
The evening also highlight-
ed an important evolution in
culinary practices. As part
of its continued focus on

mindful hospitality, the
hotel has eliminated refined
oils across its kitchens.
Following a comprehensive
review of cooking methods
and menu offerings, clari-
fied butter (desi ghee) and
mustard oil are now used for
Indian cuisine, while olive
oil and cold-pressed canola
oil are used for Western and
global preparations. This
transition reflects a con-
scious move towards more
wholesome and nutrient-
rich cooking practices. Rajat
Sethi, Cluster General
Manager, Fairmont and
Raffles Jaipur, said: "The
introduction of Green
Kitchen reflects our com-
mitment to thoughtful hos-
pitality and evolving guest
preferences. Together with
our refined oil-free culinary
philosophy, it represents a
meaningful step towards
conscious luxury dining."
Guests enjoyed an elegant,
slow dining experience with
meaningful conversations,
culinary exploration and a
deeper understanding of the
philosophy behind Green
Kitchen and Refined Oil free
approach. 

New Delhi: Stock market this
week will track simmering
tensions in West Asia, its
impact on crude oil prices,
and the trading activity of
foreign investors, analysts
said. The trading week may
begin on a cautious note fol-
lowing a sharp decline in the
US markets over the week-
end, an expert said. Besides,
progress of monsoon and
inflation data announcement
will also be important factors
to watch out for. “This week
will be driven by key infla-
tion, and global macroeco-
nomic data releases. In India,
investors will closely track
inflation data for May, sched-
uled for release on June 12,
along with foreign exchange
reserves data on the same
day. “Globally, developments
around the US-Iran negotia-
tions and their implications
for crude oil prices, currency
movements, and overall risk
sentiment will remain in
focus,” Ajit Mishra, SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said. US markets ended
sharply lower on Friday,
June 5, with the Nasdaq
Composite tumbling 4.18 per
cent. The S&P 500 dived 2.64
per cent and Dow Jones
Industrial Average declined
1.35 per cent. “The week
ahead is likely to begin on a

cautious note following a
sharp decline in global mar-
kets, particularly AI-related
technology stocks. On the
positive side, domestic mar-
kets have some supportive
factors in the form of resilient
GDP growth, strength in the
rupee following the RBI poli-
cy announcement, and a
meaningful decline in crude
oil prices,” Santosh Meena,
Head of Research at Swastika
Investmart Ltd, said.
Developments on the
US–Iran front remain highly
fluid and continue to gener-
ate volatility in global mar-
kets, he said. “This week will
also be data-heavy, with sev-

eral important macroeco-
nomic releases from both the
US and China. Among them,
the US inflation data sched-
uled for Wednesday will be
particularly critical, as it
could significantly influence
expectations regarding the
Federal Reserve’s future poli-
cy path and set the tone for
global markets,” Meena
added. Last week, the BSE
benchmark Sensex declined
532.4 points, or 0.71 per cent,
and the NSE Nifty dipped
181.05 points, or 0.76 per cent.
“The Nasdaq fell 4 per cent,
marking its worst single-day
decline since April 2025, as
investors aggressively

reduced exposure to semicon-
ductor and technology
stocks. Given the significant
weight of IT in Indian
indices, this weakness could
spill over into domestic mar-
kets and keep sentiment
under pressure during the
early part of the week,”
Hariprasad K, Research
Analyst and Founder,
Livelong Wealth, said.
Globally, the key event to
watch will be the US CPI
inflation data, he said, adding
that a softer-than-expected
reading could revive hopes of
future Federal Reserve rate
cuts and improve risk
appetite across global mar-

kets. Domestic commodity
markets ended the week
lower, with MCX gold futures
for August delivery falling Rs
5,317, or 3.3%, to Rs 1.55 lakh
per 10 grams. Silver for July
delivery fell Rs 18,461, or 7%,
to Rs 2.48 lakh per kilogram
on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX). "Gold wit-
nessed a weak performance
last week as rising crude oil
prices diverted market atten-
tion away from safe-haven
assets," Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst,
Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities, said. The
rupee strengthened against
the US dollar, adding further
pressure on precious metals.
As a result, domestic bullion
underperformed than its
international counterpart,
with currency gains offset-
ting part of the support from
global gold prices, he added.
In the global markets,
Comex gold futures shed
$227.7, or 5%, to end the
week at $4,365 per ounce,
while silver fell $6.77, or
nearly 9%, to $69.10 per
ounce. Gold prices faced
pressure in the overseas
trade and closed the week
down nearly 55, while silver,
too, sold-off sharply tracking
a sharp corrective move in
industrial metals, Mer said. 

Can a company take away
something you've already
paid for? In the world of
online video games, some
already do. Publishers can
decide to switch off a game's
servers, often leaving it
effectively unplayable. Stop
Killing Games, a growing
consumer rights campaign
started by American
YouTuber Ross Scott in 2024,
is challenging that practice.
In January, the group sub-
mitted a petition featuring
nearly 1.3 million signatures
to the European
Commission, triggering a
public hearing in the
European Parliament in
April. What began as an
online campaign is now
awaiting a decision from one
of the EU's most powerful
institutions. Scott's cam-
paign began following an
announcement from the
major studio Ubisoft, saying
it would shut down the
online-only racing game The
Crew in 2024. The French
company said it was taking
the game, which attracted
more than 12 million players
during its lifetime, offline,
citing "upcoming server
infrastructure and licensing

constraints". For players
such as Chemicalflood, who
told me he had been playing
The Crew for nearly a
decade, the move - which left
the game unplayable - felt
personal. 
"I was around 18 at the time
of the launch - it was a big
part of my adult life growing
up," he said. "It was a great
escape from hardship at the
time, so it has always been
something special to me."
Over the years, he said, the
game became something he
shared with his children,
who enjoyed exploring its
virtual recreation of the
United States. "The shut-
down itself wasn't upset-
ting," he explained. "But

how they handled it was the
kick in the teeth." For
Chemicalflood and many
fans like him, the issue was
not that Ubisoft ended sup-
port. It was that players lost
access altogether.

The announcement from
Ubisoft caught the attention
of Scott, also known online
as Accursed Farms, who had
already been creating con-
tent around the issue of own-
ership around games for sev-
eral years. 
"I just hate seeing creative
works effectively
destroyed," he told me. He
quickly decided to start a
campaign, naming it Stop
Killing Games - the killing
referring to when "every

copy of that game that's ever
been sold has been disabled,
and no one on the planet can
run it". Whammy4, a gamer
who founded the fan commu-
nity The Crew Unlimited
and helped lead efforts to
preserve the game after its
shutdown, likened it to
"someone just breaking into
your home and stealing your
bike or your car". "You buy a
physical copy of a game, you
bring it home and install the
game, you play it for some
amount of time. Then all of a
sudden the publisher com-
pletely destroys all copies of
the game worldwide, includ-
ing yours." "No refunds, no
actual heads-up at the time
of purchase, and nothing
you can do to keep it at all,"
he said. Industry response
Ubisoft has already defended
its position in court.
Responding to a proposed
class-action lawsuit brought
by two The Crew players in
California, the studio argued
that customers had pur-
chased a licence to use the
game, not unlimited owner-
ship rights, and that players
had been warned online
services would not be avail-
able forever.

Hyderabad: State-owned
Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL)
on Saturday, June 6, said
its coal stocks stood at 26.51
lakh tonne as of June 4, the
lowest level recorded in the
past decade. In a statement,
the company said coal
stocks are maintained as
part of routine mining and
transportation operations
and are essential for ensur-
ing uninterrupted supplies
to thermal power stations,
particularly during the
monsoon season.
According to SCCL, coal
stockpiles at mines and
coal handling plants aver-
aged around 50 lakh tonne
annually between 2014 and
2024. The company said
stocks had touched 70 lakh
tonne in 2015-16 and 74 lakh
tonnes in 2016-17. SCCL
said thermal power sta-
tions require a minimum
reserve of around 30 lakh
tonne, sufficient for about
15 days, to ensure uninter-
rupted electricity genera-
tion during periods when
production or transporta-
tion may be affected. Site-
visit norm introduced after
contract disruptions The
company also clarified that
the site-visit certificate
requirement for overbur-
den removal tenders was
introduced to ensure con-
tractors fully understand
local mining, geographical

and logistical conditions
before bidding for projects.
According to SCCL, some
contractors in the past had
either slowed down or
abandoned projects mid-
way after underestimating
local conditions, affecting
coal production targets and
leading to financial and
legal complications. It cited
instances in the Srirampur
OC-2 and IK Open Cast
projects where contractors
allegedly failed to properly
assess site conditions,
resulting in disruptions to
overburden removal
works. The site-visit cer-
tificate requirement was
introduced in May 2025 and
is intended to help bidders
assess project conditions,
safety requirements and
work scope before quoting
rates, SCCL said. The com-

pany added that similar
provisions are followed by
several public and private
sector organisations,
including mining and
infrastructure companies,
and that tenders awarded
after the introduction of
the rule have progressed
without major issues. ACB
probe into medical board
continues SCCL also said
an Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) investiga-
tion into alleged irregulari-
ties involving medical
boards was continuing fol-
lowing complaints from
both affected persons and
the management. The com-
pany noted that two per-
sons have already been
arrested in connection
with the case and said the
probe was being conducted
by the ACB.

The Indian household continues to
buy cooking gas much cheaper than
the household in any neighbouring
country, and far below the price paid
in advanced economies such as the
United States, Australia and Canada.
A beneficiary of the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) pays an effec-
tive 642 for a 14.2 kg cylinder, and the
general consumer in Delhi 942,
against a cost to supply that has now
risen to over 1,600. The prices of
petroleum products in India are
linked to the corresponding prices in
the international market. The
Government, however, continues to
modulate the effective price to the
consumer for domestic LPG. Any
household can buy as many cylinders
as it needs at 942. A PMUY benefici-
ary will additionally receive the
direct benefit transfer of 300 a cylin-
der on the first four refills each year
— broadly the average annual con-
sumption of a typical Ujjwala house-
hold, about four refills a year — and
so pays an effective 642 on those
refills; this support is unchanged.
Even a non-PMUY household would
pay about 700 below the market-
linked cost of the cylinder. Retail
prices differ marginally across loca-
tions on account of distribution costs.

What the household does not bear the
brunt of is the several hundred
rupees a cylinder which the
Government is bearing. Through a
period of sharp international cost
increases, that burden has been
absorbed upstream rather than
passed to the consumer. A pass-
through that has been held back The
commercial cylinder used by hotels
and businesses is revised automati-
cally every month, because its price
is a direct pass-through of the inter-
national benchmark. The domestic

cooking cylinder is not. India used to
import 60 per cent of its LPG require-
ments, and the landed cost of that
import tracks the Saudi Contract
Price (CP) that Saudi Aramco sets at
the start of each month. This is an
external price over which the Indian
consumer has no control. Through
the West Asia disruption the bench-
mark moved sharply higher.
Expressed as the 50:50 propane-
butane blend used for India’s LPG,
the Saudi CP for LPG stood at about
US$543 a tonne in February, before

the disruption. Following the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz in late
February, the April contract price —
the first set after the disruption tight-
ened Mideast Gulf exports — rose to
US$775 a tonne, with propane at
US$750 and butane at US$800, and has
since edged up further to US$790 a
tonne in June. The blended LPG
benchmark has thus risen by about
46% since the pre-crisis February
level. The cost of the imported mole-
cule rose with it. The cost a consumer
is not asked to pay Following the
June contract price, the cost of sup-
plying a 14.2 kg cylinder, were it
priced on an import-linked basis, has
risen to over 1,600. The under-recov-
ery now absorbed on each domestic
cylinder is about 700. The scale of this
is visible in the fully market-priced
commercial cylinder: the 19 kg cylin-
der used by hotels and restaurants
sells in Delhi at 3,113.50, about 164 a
kg, after five increases during the
West Asia crisis. The domestic house-
hold, by contrast, pays about 66 a kg
after the revision. Commercial gas
carries a higher rate of tax and larger
margins, so it sits above the house-
hold’s cost-reflective level; even so,
the import-linked cost of a domestic
cylinder works out to over 1,600. 
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UK Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer will host
Volodymyr Zelensky in
Downing Street later on
Sunday, alongside French
President Emmanuel
Macron and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz,
for talks on European sup-
port for Ukraine. Ahead of
the meeting, 
Kyiv officials said a Russian
drone had hit a storage facil-
ity for spent nuclear fuel
near the Chornobyl nuclear
plant in the north of
Ukraine. They said a fire
was put out and there were
no injuries, with officials
adding that radiation levels
remained stable. Zelensky
labelled it a deliberate and
"vile Russian strike".
Separately, at least three
people were killed in a
Russian strike in a village
outside Zaporizhzhia in the
south-east of the country,
authorities said.
Zaporizhzhia has come
under relentless Russian
attacks recently, with at

least two people killed there
on Saturday. The Russian
strike on Chornobyl "par-
tially destroyed" a spent
nuclear fuel storage build-
ing, according to Ukraine's
state-owned nuclear opera-
tor, Enerhoatom. The opera-
tor said there were no
injuries, and a fire in the
building was put out, adding

that radiation remained at a
normal level. The body also
criticised Moscow for what
it called a deliberate threat
to nuclear safety, in words
echoed by Zelensky. "Russia
deliberately struck this par-
ticular nuclear infrastruc-
ture facility," Zelensky said
in a post on X, describing
the building as an "as

extremely critical infra-
structure facility" and the
attack as "vile". He went on
to detail Russian overnight
strikes in 13 regions, adding
that Moscow had launched
88 missiles, more than 3,250
drones and 1,800 guided
bombs over the past week.
On Saturday, Ukraine tar-
geted St Petersburg and the

surrounding area as the city
hosted the final day of a
major economic forum, in a
drone attack described as
"unprecedented" by Russian
authorities. Days earlier,
Kyiv had attacked the out-
skirts of the same city - some
1,000km (620 miles) from
Ukraine - as Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
flagship forum was getting
started, sending a large
plume of black smoke over
the city's skyline.

In the four years since
Moscow's invasion began,
Ukraine has developed its
defence sector, with Kyiv
now able to regularly hit tar-
gets within Russia. The
three Western powers repre-
sented at Downing Street -
the so-called E3 group - are
some of Kyiv's strongest
allies. The UK and France
lead the "coalition of the
willing" initiative to provide
security guarantees for
Ukraine as part of a future
potential peace process. The
group had previously con-

vened in London in
December, at a time when
the US was pushing hard for
Moscow and Kyiv to sign up
quickly to a plan to end the
war in Ukraine. Since then
US efforts to mediate a truce
have petered out, and
Washington's focus has
shifted to the Iran war. On
Friday, Putin rejected a pro-
posal by Zelensky for face-
to-face talks on ending the
war, saying he did not see
any point in meeting the
Ukrainian leader.
Zelensky sent an open letter
calling for a direct negotia-
tions, writing that it would
be "wrong to simply wait"
for the conflict to once again
become the focus of US
attention. Speaking at the
economic forum on Friday,
Putin refused the request
for a meeting with Zelensky
and reiterated his position
that a truce would only
allow Ukraine to regroup.
He said he would only end
the war when Russia's goals
had been met.

An evil sorcerer is the last
person you'd expect to see at
an economic forum. But there
he stood working his wiz-
ardry. With sleight of hand
Russian folklore villain
"Koshchei the Deathless" (or,
rather, someone dressed as
him) produced coins out of
thin air, "broke" and reassem-
bled someone's glasses and
shocked passers-by with occa-
sional puffs of smoke from his
fingers. "Russians are unpre-
dictable people," he declared.
"We do things no one
expects." Perhaps. But in St
Petersburg this week, the
unexpected was delivered
most dramatically by
Ukraine. Ukrainian drones
attacked the St Petersburg
area on the opening – and
closing – days of the set-piece

International Economic
Forum (SPIEF). The abiding
image of SPIEF 2026 will be
the huge plume of thick black
smoke which dominated the
St Petersburg skyline on
Wednesday. Without specify-
ing what was hit, local offi-
cials admitted that drones
had damaged "infrastruc-
ture". All the delegates saw
the smoke as they arrived at

the expo centre on the edge of
the city. Few could have pre-
dicted what came next.
Volodymyr Zelensky pub-
lished an open letter to
Vladimir Putin. Ukraine's
president taunted Russia's
leader about his age and about
Russian setbacks in the war
but proposed the two leaders
meet in a neutral country to
talk peace. President Putin's

response? Nothing unpre-
dictable about that. The
Kremlin leader, who had
rejected previous calls for
direct talks with President
Zelensky, criticised the letter's
"rude" tone and dismissed the
offer. "It's not the author of the
letter I need to respond to,"
President Putin said, "but our
soldiers on the frontline…I
say to them: keep at it, broth-
ers!" Vladimir Putin is not
ready to end Russia's war on
Ukraine. Not unless it's on his
terms. I listened to what he
said at the forum's plenary
session. There were few sur-
prises. The Putin we saw is
the Putin we expected to see -
uncompromising, unrepen-
tant, determined to project an
image of strength and unwa-
vering conviction.

US Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth has criticised
European nations over
migration for allowing
what he described as an
"invasion" on their shores,
during a D-Day anniver-
sary speech in France.
Hegseth was speaking in
Normandy 82 years after
allied forces stormed
French beaches to liberate
Nazi-occupied Europe in
1944. "Sadly, today, differ-
ent European beaches are
stormed by different dan-
gerous ideologies," Hegseth
said. "Beaches in Spain, in
Italy, in Greece and
Bulgaria. Boats and men
arrive. When will
European capitals do some-
thing about that invasion?"
Migration has become a
major political issue across
Europe, with parties sup-
porting hardline immigra-
tion policies surging in
polls. The Trump adminis-
tration sees an immigra-
tion crackdown as a key
part of its domestic policy
agenda, requesting billions
more in funding for
enforcement agencies.
Hegseth's comments mark

a further criticism of
European migration policy
by senior members of the
Trump administration. On
Friday, US Vice-President
JD Vance blamed the death
of the 18-year-old British
student Henry Nowak, who
was fatally stabbed last
year in Southampton by
Vickrum Digwa, on the
"mass invasion of
migrants" and said the
"only response" was "right-
eous anger". Downing
Street responded by criticis-
ing "people trying to inter-
fere in our democracy,"
adding that the Nowak fam-
ily had "said they do not
want his death to be used to
create further division".
And Deputy Prime Minister
David Lammy told the
BBC's Laura Kuenssberg
that "politicians should be
very careful and very cau-
tious" about their language.
"We're in this new online
space that can rapidly
become toxic," he explained,
adding that concerns
around Henry Nowak's case
had become a "global" issue
because of the "viral"
footage of his arrest. 

Police say they are search-
ing for suspects after at least
12 people were shot near a
festival in Toledo, in the
midwestern US state of
Ohio. The Toledo Police
Department said 10 people
"are reported to be in stable
condition, while two remain
in critical condition". Police
say they are searching for
suspects after at least 12 peo-
ple were shot near a festival
in Toledo, in the midwest-
ern US state of Ohio. The
Toledo Police Department
said 10 people "are reported
to be in stable condition,
while two remain in critical
condition". It said it
responded to a report of a
shooting near the Old West
End Festival at around 17:37
local time (21:37 GMT) on
Saturday. Toledo Deputy
Police Chief Joe Heffernan
said it appeared that two
people fired weapons and
they were "probably shoot-
ing at each other". Footage
shared online - which the
BBC has not yet independ-
ently verified - appears to
show people running and
screaming as a volley of
gunshots rings out. The vic-
tims' ages ranged from 16 to
61. Police Toledo Mayor
Wade Kapszukiewicz earli-

er told local news outlet
WTOL 11 that they all were
expected to survive.
Eyewitness Tito Aguilar
told the BBC's US partner
CBS News he was ordering
food when he saw a group of
"juveniles" attacking anoth-
er young person. Aguilar
said he started recording on
his phone and then heard
gunshots. He then ran from
the area, he said, but even-
tually returned to find his
own friends and saw several
people with apparent
injuries from the shooting.
Police Lt Dan Gerken
expressed shock at the level
of violence. "Twelve people
being shot, that's the most
I've been to a scene. I've been
to a lot of scenes, but this is
way over the top," he told
reporters. Gerken said
police were talking to vic-
tims and witnesses and
reviewing camera footage.
He appealed for help from
locals. 'Beloved community
event' The Old West End
Festival describes itself as
"a two-day event celebrating
one of the largest historic
districts in the country with
live music, multiple food
markets, a beer garden,
house tours, shopping, and
much more".

At least 360 people kid-
napped by Boko Haram
jihadists from a mainly
Muslim community in
Nigeria's north-eastern
Borno state in March have
been freed from a remote
mountain hideout. The cir-
cumstances of how they
were freed are disputed. The
army says it had launched
an unprecedented intelli-
gence-led operation that had

been weeks in the planning
and taken the Islamist mili-
tants by surprise. But a local
group, the Borno South
Youth Initiative, says it
mediated the unconditional
release, putting the number
of those freed at 416. Mass
abductions by armed groups
for ransom have become a
common tactic in Nigeria in
recent years - and though it
is illegal to pay ransoms.

"If you don't meet our
demands, we will kill your
drivers." This message,
demanding about $15,000,
was sent by a criminal gang
to a bus company in a poor
suburb of Peru's capital,
Lima. It preceded an armed
attack on bus driver, Toño.
"They shot me in the legs
and abdomen. I was out of
work for four months, now I
work with fear. Although
my wounds are dry, inter-
nally I feel pain," he says.
Toño's case was one of near-
ly 30,000 extortion incidents
reported in Peru in 2025,
many targeting small busi-
nesses or transport work-
ers. This issue, along with
rising homicides, is why
insecurity and crime have

become top concerns for
voters in Sunday's presiden-
tial election in Peru. The
right-wing Keiko Fujimori,
daughter of the late former
president, Alberto
Fujimori, is running for a
fourth time against left-
wing Roberto Sánchez.
Fujimori has defined her
campaign with an array of
"tough-on-crime" policies,
while Sánchez has prom-
ised sweeping changes to
the state and higher public
spending. In Lima's suburb
of San Juan de
Lurigancho, dusty hilltop
neighbourhoods sprawl
precariously down the
slopes. Armed police guard
the gate to the bus depot
where Toño works. 

Voting is under way in
Armenia in an election which
could decide whether the
country continues edging
towards the West, or returns
to its traditional ally Russia.
The small South Caucausus
country of three million peo-
ple has been under mounting
economic pressure from
Moscow, as Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan seeks re-elec-
tion on a promise of European
integration. The election has
drawn significant internation-
al attention to Armenia,
which has steadily grown clos-
er to the West while still inter-
twined with Russia, its largest
trading partner. The rap-
prochement with the West is
largely Pashinyan's doing.

Since coming to power in 2018,
the prime minister has
steered his country away from
Moscow, passed a law to
launch the process of joining
the EU, and accelerated the
peace process with neighbour-
ing Azerbaijan via a US-bro-
kered agreement. The latter

has won him US President
Donald Trump's endorse-
ment. Pashinyan also hosted a
large summit of EU leaders
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky in the
capital, Yerevan, earlier this
year. Yet despite these suc-
cesses, Pashinyan's domestic

support has fallen from 54% in
2021 to around 30% today. The
main reason is Nagorno-
Karabakh, a mountainous
enclave inside Azerbaijan that
was home to 100,000 ethnic
Armenians until Azerbaijan
took it by force in 2023.
Pashinyan's critics have
never forgiven him for mak-
ing concessions in favour of
peace with Azerbaijan, like
refusing to campaign for the
release of former leaders of
Nagorno-Karabakh who are
in jail in the neighbouring
country. The peace deal with
Azerbaijan, too, remains
deeply divisive, with one
recent poll showing 44% of
public opinion in support and
41% opposed. 

Shopkeeper Yusuf Ali still
battles with memories of his
time as a child soldier fight-
ing on the streets of Somalia's
capital, Mogadishu. The 34-
year-old became embroiled in
the Islamist insurgency,
which erupted nearly 20
years ago, and while the city's
urban landscape is healing,
few resources are devoted to
those still suffering with the
psychological scars of the
conflict. Warning: This arti-
cle contains details some
readers may find upsetting.
When he was 14 years old, a
coalition of Sharia courts
seized power in Somalia and
provided some sense of stabil-
ity in a country that had been
riven by devastating clan
warfare since the regime of
President Siad Barre col-
lapsed in 1991. But the Union
of Islamic Courts (UIC)

marked the first instance of
political Islam gaining a
foothold in the African conti-
nent since al-Qaeda's 11
September 2001 attacks on
the US. Policymakers in
Washington viewed the UIC
with hostility, accusing it of
having ties to al-Qaeda. Its
military youth wing was
known as al-Shabab, mean-
ing "The Lads". In December
2006, thousands of Ethiopian
troops invaded Somalia
under the cover of American
drones with the aim of top-
pling the courts just six
months after they had taken
over. Ethiopia's invasion was
deeply unpopular in Somalia
and was met with fierce oppo-
sition as al-Shabab and its
allies, including a coalition of
splinter groups known as the
Muqawama, meaning
"Resistance".

'It was either killed or be killed' -
ongoing nightmares of an ex-

child soldier in Somalia

Huge crowds throng Madrid streets for Pope's open-air Mass

STEVE ROSENBERG:
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WrestleMania is considered
one of WWE's major stages,
where championship match-
es are expected to create
unforgettable moments for
fans around the world. Every
year, fans from across the
world gather together at one
point for witnessing the high
voltage matches. Fans have
huge expectations, especially
when major titles are on the
line.  One particular match in
WrestleMania became a
major talking point among
fans. Many enjoyed the con-
test, whereas others felt that
id not meet the high standard
usually associated with a
WrestleMania main event
level title match. The discus-
sion became more focused
when the former WWE World
Champion shared his honest
reaction. Seth Rollins
explains his strong reaction 

In a recent appearance, for-
mer WWE World Champion
Seth Rollins shared that he
was ‘disgusted' by the
WrestleMania 42 World
Heavyweight Championship
match, which was held
between Jey Uso and
Gunther. Rollins said that his
reaction was not necessary
because of the in-ring action

itself, but because he felt the
outcome represented a direc-
tion he strongly disagreed
with.
Rollins believed that the
championship should be rep-
resented by the competitors
who can carry the title at the
highest level week after week.
He suggested that seeing the
championship move in a dif-

ferent direction frustrated
him, as someone who has
spent years helping establish
the status of the World
Heavyweight Championship.

TThe championship match
continues to divide fans 
WrestleMania 42 title match
has been a hot topic ever since
the event ended. Fans of Jey
Uso argue that his popularity
with the audience and years
of hard work earned him the
opportunity to hold a World
Championship. They view his
victory as a major career
milestone and reward for con-
necting with fans on a mas-
sive level.
Whereas Rollins fans are
unhappy with the company's
decision that prevented him
from competing at
WrestleMania 42 and forced
him to vacate his title.  

Kimi Antonelli produced a
"magic lap" to edge Max
Verstappen in the dying
seconds of Saturday's quali-
fying and claim pole for the
Monaco Grand Prix. The 19-
year-old Italian clocked one
minute and 12.051 seconds
in his Ferrari for his fourth
pole this year, extending
Mercedes run to six out of
six, and putting him in posi-
tion to become the first
Italian since Alberto Ascari
of Ferrari in 1952 to win five
consecutive F1 Grands
Prix. "It was one of those
laps that we call a magic
lap," said a beaming
Antonelli, after hugging his
father, Marco. 
"I was able to put it all
together and it was such a
close qualifying with Max.
"I think the first run off in
Q3, there was just one mil-
lisecond between us. I knew
the last lap was good, I was
just hoping that it would be
enough! But it was very
close." Antonelli's sensa-
tional lap came at the end of
a sequence of dramatic laps
in the final seconds of a clas-
sic session as, in turn,
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc,

Verstappen and then the
precocious Italian clocked
pole laps. "I am very happy
with that and massive
thanks to the team because
yesterday we struggled a lit-
tle bit and today we were
able to improve massively,"
said Antonelli, who last
year finished 18th, three
laps down on a triumphant
Lando Norris of McLaren.
"I think this is one of the
most intensive, if not the
most intense qualifying of
the year and it takes a mas-
sive effort – and also the
practices because you just
keep trying to get close to
the limit. "When it is about
finding the last two tenths,
it is not easy because the
walls start to come closer
and it is not easy to gain the
confidence, but I felt great
this morning and I am
happy that we could finish
the job today." He said
despite mounting media
attention and speculation,
he had not felt any
increased pressure. "For
sure, I am just enjoying the
driving, enjoying the car,
enjoying the weekend," he
said, with a customary grin. 

Few power couples in
American sport have built
wealth as fast as NFL star
Patrick Mahomes and wife
Brittany Mahomes. What
began as a high school
romance in Texas has turned
into a multi-million-dollar
success story built on profes-
sional sports, business ven-
tures, endorsement deals and
real estate investments. As of
2026, Patrick and Brittany
Mahomes are estimated to
have a combined net worth of
around $175 million. Patrick
contributes the bulk of that
wealth, while Brittany has
built her own successful busi-
ness and investment portfo-
lio. Together, their fortune
continues to grow through
NFL earnings, brand partner-
ships, sports ownership
stakes and other investments.
Patrick Mahomes' NFL

Contract Remains The
Foundation The biggest driv-
er of the family's wealth is
Patrick Mahomes' landmark
contract with the Kansas City
Chiefs. In 2020, the superstar
quarterback signed a 10-year
extension worth up to $503
million, one of the richest
deals in sports history. The

contract transformed
Mahomes from a franchise
quarterback into one of the
highest-paid athletes in the
world. Beyond his salary, he
continues to earn tens of mil-
lions annually through
endorsements. The Chiefs
quarterback reportedly earns
more than $20 million annual-

ly from sponsorship deals and
has worked with some of the
biggest brands in the world.
His long list of partners
includes Adidas, State Farm,
Subway, Oakley, T-Mobile,
Coors Light, Boss, Head &
Shoulders, Essentia Water,
Airshare and Whataburger,
among others. He also became
the first NFL player to receive
a signature shoe from Adidas.
Brittany Mahomes Has Built
Her Own Business Success
Brittany Mahomes, too, has
created a substantial business
profile of her own. A former
professional soccer player,
Brittany launched fitness ven-
tures, built a strong social
media brand and became a
founding co-owner of the
National Women's Soccer
League club Kansas City
Current. Her personal net
worth is around $15 million. 

India's Golden
Generation chess

c h a m p i o n ,
Grandmaster
R

Praggnanandhaa, considers
his victory at the prestigious
Norway Chess tournament
as one of the defining
moments of his career. In
one of the most elite and
demanding events in the
chess world, the Tamil Nadu
Grandmaster clinched the
title late last night, finishing
with an impressive 18
points. During the tourna-

ment, Praggnanandhaa
left the

chess world awestruck by
defeating World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen twice.
Speaking exclusively to
NDTV from the Norwegian
capital, Oslo, he opened up
about his historic win, his
sleep schedule, his
upcoming celebra-
tions, and the
immense role his
support system
played in
his suc-

cess. 

As NFL teams move closer to
training camp and the focus
slowly shifts back to football,
one offseason scandal refuses
to die down. New claims about
New England Patriots coach
Mike Vrabel and former NFL
insider Dianna Russini have
surfaced, after a high-profile
resignation and months of
scrutiny across league circles.
This time, the latest allegation
comes from former USA
Today NFL writer Crissy
Froyd, who claims the rela-
tionship between Vrabel and
Russini stretches back far
longer than previously dis-
cussed publicly. Crissy Froyd
Claims Mike Vrabel And
Dianna Russini Were
Together For Years During an
appearance on The Howard
Eskin Show,
Froyd was
a s k e d
h o w
l o n g
p e o -

ple around the league may
have known about the report-
ed relationship. She pointed to
a much longer timeline and
said, "At least 10 years," Froyd
replied. "At least 10 years. I
would assume… for what I
know between her and him
and certainly for what I know
about her, at least 10 years."
Froyd then questioned how

the situation remained
unaddressed for so long

despite what she
believes was common

knowledge. "The

biggest thing to me was the
way that everyone knew and
no one did anything about it,
and it was obvious. To me, the
worst part of it was… I would
almost feel bad for her if she,
like, fell in love for six months
and made these horrible mis-
takes and she owned up to it
‘cause everybody makes mis-
takes in their lifetime… But
you don't make the same mis-
take for six years, 10 years,
anything of that longevity
whatsoever." Her comments
arrive months after photo-

graphs published by Page Six
showed Vrabel and Russini
together at an adults-only
resort in Arizona. More pho-
tos reportedly showed the pair
kissing at a New York City bar
in March 2020. TMZ also pub-
lished video of the two on a
private boat trip in Tennessee
in 2021. Why The Mike Vrabel-
Dianna Russini Story Still
Matters The fallout from the
controversy has already been
huge. Russini resigned from
The Athletic in April while
The New York Times contin-
ued its investigation into her
reporting. Froyd, who has
repeatedly spoken about the
issue publicly, also criticised
Russini's since-deleted social
media presence. "The way
that she had deleted her
Twitter account and it
appeared, at least the way I
took it and the way that most
people took it, that she had
been like covertly bragging on
that. I mean, it's disgusting."

Dianna Russini-Mike Vrabel Controversy: Ex-NFL Reporter Makes
Bold Claim, Says They Were In A Relationship For 10 Years

After days of confusion and
multiple u-turns, FIFA has
finally allowed fans to bring
one soft plastic water bottle
into stadiums during the
World Cup that starts 11th of
June. Football's governing
body faced criticism after
repeatedly changing its posi-
tion. Fans and politicians
have accused FIFA of com-
mercialising even basic
necessities like water, forcing
supporters to pay for them
inside venues. The latest
"clarification" of FIFA's
water bottle policy came just
a couple of days after it said
refillable water bottles would
not be allowed. The approach
mirrors policies followed by
bodies such as the ICC and
BCCI in India, where specta-
tors are not permitted to
bring water bottles from out-
side and are instead required
to purchase them inside sta-
diums at higher prices. FIFA
faced intense criticism from
fans and politicians across
several countries. Toronto
Mayor Olivia Chow

described FIFA's decision to
ban outside water bottles as a
"pure money grab". Her city
will host six World Cup
matches. British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer also
criticised the policy, calling it
"wrong" and suggesting it
was primarily about rev-
enue, as fans who had
already paid high ticket
prices were being forced to
buy expensive water inside
stadiums. After several U-

turns, FIFA has now intro-
duced a new policy allowing
water bottles inside stadiums
in the United States and
Canada. "All fans will be per-
mitted to bring in one soft
plastic 20-ounce (590ml), fac-
tory-sealed disposable water
bottle into any FIFA World
Cup 2026 match in the USA
and Canada," World Cup
chief operating officer Heimo
Schirgi said in a video posted
on FIFA's X account.

However, FIFA has yet to
clarify whether the same rule
will apply in Mexico, raising
the possibility that fans
attending matches in Mexico
City, Monterrey and
Guadalajara may not be
allowed to bring water bottles
into venues. Last week, FIFA
had said it would allow trans-
parent plastic bottles of up to
one litre in capacity, which
supporters could refill at
fountains inside stadiums.

That policy has since under-
gone two further changes. So
what is the fuss about? Fans
argue that FIFA is effectively
forcing them to buy drinks
from concession stands inside
stadiums. FIFA receives a sig-
nificant share of concession
revenue, while its soft-drink
partner Coca-Cola will be sell-
ing both its sodas and bottled
water brand Dasani at World
Cup venues. However, New
York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani welcomed FIFA's
latest reversal. "I'm glad that
FIFA decided to reverse this
policy and allow water bottles
to be brought into World Cup
games. "No one should have
to fear being priced out of
staying hydrated, especially
fans who are often waiting for
hours before a game in
extreme heat." So why is
FIFA restricting water bot-
tles in the first place? The
governing body has defended
the policy on safety grounds,
saying it is intended "to pre-
vent risk and injury to play-
ers and attendees." 

Jagdish Suthar, a retired
Physical Education teacher
from Rajasthan's Sri
Ganganagar district, had
travelled all the way to
Mullanpur with his family
to watch his elder child
Manav make his Test debut
for India but left for home
without watching his son's
on-field exploits on second
day of the match against
Afghanistan on Sunday.
Suthar made a brilliant
debut as he had the
Afghanistan batters tied in
knots with figures of 3 for 21
in 15.5 overs. "Yes, me, my
wife and my daughter
Mansi (Manav's younger
sister) had come to watch
his debut. I can't describe
how it felt seeing him get
the Test Cap yesterday.
However today we had
come back home as we were
all nervous and a bit super-
stitious watching him live
in action from the stadium,"
the soft-spoken Jagdish
Suthar told PTI during an
exclusive interaction on the
second day of the Test. A
man of few words, Jagdish

was very reluctant to take
any credit for his son's suc-
cess on the cricket field
which has now culminated
into donning the national
colours. "It is completely
Manav's hard work and the
hours that he has put into
practice. He would leave
home for training in the
morning and return late in
the evening. It is his credit
and his childhood coach
Dheeraj Sharma to whom
we are all indebted. Manav
learnt all his cricket under
him," Suthar senior said.
Asked when did he actually
found that his son has tal-
ent, the father said that it
wasn't like one fine day that
he realised it. "Like every
other child, he was also pas-
sionate about cricket. He
would play with tennis and
rubber ball when he was
around six to seven years
old. Since I was a PT
teacher, I always encour-
aged my son to play the
sport and enjoy. When he
was around 10 to 11 years
old, I had enrolled him in
Dheeraj sir's academy. 

Legendary Australia crick-
eter Greg Chappell was
impressed by the 15-year-old
sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi but expressed
his concern about what his
explosive style of batting can
mean for the battle between
bat and ball. Sooryavanshi
has been enjoying a sensa-
tional run of form with 776
runs in IPL 2026 and he even
earned a national team call-
up for the upcoming T20Is
against Ireland and England.
In his column for
ESPNCricinfo, Chappell
compared Sooryavanshi's
batting technique to that of
greats like Sir Garfield
Sobers and Brian Lara but
said that although it is an
evolution of the T20 batting,
the dominance shown by the
youngster also serves as 'pro-
found warning sign'. "As I
watched this young left-han-
der take modern batting to a
completely unheralded
plane, a profound sense of
unease accompanied the
marvel. The central question
we must now confront is
clear: are we witnessing the
magnificent evolution of T20

batting or are we presiding
over the permanent eviscera-
tion of the contest between
bat and ball?" Chappel wrote.
"When studying
Sooryavanshi in full flight,
one is immediately struck by
a technical purity that ele-
vates his work above the
crude, muscle-bound power-
hitting of the modern era.
His clean, uninhibited bat
swing possesses an organic
symmetry that evokes crick-
et's finest aestheticians. In
his elegant downswing and
flawless balance, there are
distinct echoes of the great
Graeme Pollock and the
incomparable Sir Garfield
Sobers. When he slashes

across the line or lofts over
extra cover, one glimpses the
ferocious, instinctive genius
of Brian Lara, combined
with the devastating, ball-
one intent of Adam
Gilchrist." "It is a classic,
pure method being deployed
with contemporary violence,
proving that his talent is a
rare gift to the game.
However, his unprecedented
success at such a tender age
serves as a profound warn-
ing sign." Chappell went on
to point out that the domi-
nance shown by
Sooryavanshi shown against
top bowlers in the IPL 2026
also shows a 'systemic ill-
ness' within the sport. 

R Praggnanandhaa On Beating
Magnus Carlsen Twice, Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi 'Google Search'
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h a t t a m a n e n i
Adiseshagiri Rao
Appreciates the Film
Team

The horror-action-thriller
entertainer Police
Complaint is all set for a
worldwide theatrical
release on June 12.
Produced by Balakrishna
Maharana under the MSK
Pramida Sri Films banner,
the film is directed by cre-
ative director Sanjeev
Megoti.
The film has already gener-
ated considerable buzz with
its trailer and promotional
songs. Recently, a special
tribute song dedicated to
legendary Superstar
Krishna became a major
attraction. After watching

the song, Superstar
Krishna’s brother,
G h a t t a m a n e n i
Adiseshagiri Rao personal-
ly appreciated the film
team. He praised the song
and conveyed his best wish-
es for the film’s grand suc-
cess. The makers have also
released the special song
featuring Krishna Sai and
Krithi Varma. The tribute
song dedicated to Superstar
Krishna has been receiving
an enthusiastic response
from fans.
Speaking on the occasion,
director Sanjeev Megoti
said, “We are honored that
G h a t t a m a n e n i
Adiseshagiri Rao garu
appreciated our film, espe-
cially the special song dedi-

cated to Krishna garu. His
blessings have given our
team great encouragement.
We completed the film in
just 45 days with the partic-
ipation of 52 senior artists.
The story revolves around a
unique concept called
‘Chain Reaction of Karma.’
Along with horror-thriller
elements, the film also fea-
tures action and emotional
drama, offering a fresh cin-
ematic experience to audi-
ences.”
Lead actor Krishna Sai
said, “It is a privilege to be
part of a song dedicated to
our beloved Superstar
Krishna garu. We are
delighted that Adiseshagiri
Rao garu watched the song
and appreciated it. 

uhani Sharma has
carved a quiet but
solid place for her-
self in Telugu cine-

ma with films like Chi La
Sow, HIT: The First Case
and Saindhav. Her last
release Mask did not do
well at the box office, but
she is not slowing down.
She has another film
titled Alcohol coming up
this year, and all eyes are
on whether it will turn
things around for her.

In the meantime,
Ruhani shared some
stunning new pictures
that are turning heads for
all the right reasons. She
is seen lying on a wooden
floor in a soft pink open-
knit crochet shirt paired
with distressed blue
denim. The sheer white
curtains in the back-
ground give the whole
picture a dreamy, sunlit
feel. Wavy hair and tiny
hoop earrings keep the
look effortlessly chic.
The pose is relaxed, the
look is casual, but the
impact is anything but

ordinary. Ruhani proves
that sometimes the sim-

plest outfits make the
loudest statement. 

ollywood actress
Anushka Sharma has
found herself at the
centre of a social

media debate after express-
ing support for homeopa-
thy. Her recent Instagram
Story, where she praised
renowned homeopathic
doctor Rajan Sankaran, has
triggered mixed reactions
from doctors, health
experts, and social media
users.  Why Is Anushka
Sharma’s Homeopathy Post
Trending?
The controversy began
when Anushka shared a
video featuring Rajan
Sankaran in conversation
with entrepreneur Namita
Thapar. In her post, the
actress revealed that home-
opathy has played an
important role in her life
and credited Dr. Sankaran
for being a significant part
of her health journey.Her
statement quickly went
viral, with many people dis-
cussing whether celebrities
should publicly endorse
alternative medical treat-
ments.  Several medical pro-
fessionals criticised the
actress for promoting a
treatment system that
remains scientifically con-
troversial. Critics argued
that there is limited scientif-
ic evidence proving the
effectiveness of homeopa-
thy for treating serious ill-
nesses. Among the

strongest critics was liver
specialist Cyriac Abby
Philips, popularly known as
The Liver Doc on social
media. He strongly opposed
the endorsement and reiter-
ated his long-standing criti-
cism of homeopathy, calling
for greater reliance on evi-
dence-based medicine.  The
internet remains split on
the issue. Some users
accused Anushka of pro-
moting an unscientific
treatment to her millions of
followers. Others expressed
concern that celebrity
endorsements could influ-
ence people to delay or
avoid proven medical care.
However, many supporters
defended the actress, saying
she merely shared her per-
sonal experience and did
not ask anyone to replace
conventional treatment
with homeopathy. Several
users also shared their own
positive experiences with
alternative medicine. 
The debate has once again
highlighted the influence
celebrities have on public
opinion, especially when
discussing health-related
topics. While supporters
believe individuals should
be free to share personal
health journeys, critics
argue that public figures
should be cautious when
discussing treatments
that remain under scien-
tific scrutiny.

ass Maharaja Ravi
Teja has teamed
up with director
Shiva Nirvana for

Irumudi, being produced
by leading pan-India ban-
ner Mythri Movie
Makers. The film has
already generated signifi-
cant buzz with the impres-
sive response to its first
glimpse, The Heart of
Irumudi. Promising an
emotional family drama
set against a powerful
devotional backdrop, the
film is expected to connect
with audiences across all
age groups. Ravi Teja, in
particular, has delivered a
deeply moving perform-
ance as a devoted father,
adding a new dimension
to his screen image.
Encouraged by the over-
whelming reception to the
glimpse, the makers have
now officially announced
the film’s release date.
Irumudi is set for a grand
worldwide release on
August 21st, coinciding
with the auspicious occa-
sion of Varalakshmi
Vratam. With nearly two

months remaining for
release, the team has also
promised a steady stream
of promotional updates in
the coming weeks.
Production is progressing
at a brisk pace in
Hyderabad, where the
lead cast is currently par-
ticipating in the ongoing
schedule. Ravi Teja and
Shiva Nirvana have been
working with complete
dedication, ensuring that
the film is shaping up
exactly as envisioned.
While Ravi Teja is widely
celebrated for his ener-
getic commercial enter-
tainers, Irumudi offers
him an opportunity to
explore a more emotional-
ly driven character. He
will be seen portraying a
relatable middle-class
family man, a role that is
expected to strike an emo-
tional chord with audi-
ences. Shiva Nirvana has
crafted a story rooted in
human relationships,
faith, and family values,
blending heartfelt drama
with engaging commer-
cial elements.

M

he trailer of Kotha
Malupu, a romantic
love suspense enter-
tainer starring Akash

Goparaju, son of renowned
playback singer Sunitha, and
Bhairavi Ardhya in the lead
roles, was officially launched
by veteran filmmaker A.
Kodandarami Reddy. The
film is directed by Shiva
Varaprasad Keshanakurthi
and produced by Tati
Balakrishna under the
Tathastu Creations banner.
The movie is scheduled for a
theatrical release on June 12
and will be distributed by
Mythri Movie Distributors.
Speaking at the trailer launch
event, Kodandarami Reddy
praised the film and said,
“The trailer looks very
impressive, and I liked the
concept. Both the hero and
heroine have performed well.
I wish the audience makes
this film a grand success.”
Set against a rural backdrop,
Kotha Malupu promises a per-
fect blend of romance, sus-

pense, and entertainment.
Akash Goparaju and
Bhairavi Ardhya will be seen
portraying the roles of bava-
maradalu (cousin relation-
ship), adding a traditional fla-
vor to the story. The film also
features Raghu Babu,
Prithviraj, Prabhavati, and
several other notable actors in
key roles. Music has been
composed by Yashwanth Nag.
Director Shiva Varaprasad
Keshanakurthi expressed
his gratitude to

Kodandarami Reddy for
launching the trailer and
blessing the team. He said,
“We have made this film in
the romantic love suspense
genre. The chemistry
between Akash and Bhairavi
has come out wonderfully.
We have also showcased the
scenic beauty of Konaseema
while presenting an engag-
ing story packed with come-
dy and emotions. We are con-
fident audiences will enjoy
the film when it releases on

June 12.” Producer Tati
Balakrishna stated, “I am
thankful to Kodandarami
Reddy garu for appreciating
our film. This is my debut pro-
duction, the director’s first
film, and the heroine’s debut
project. It is Akash’s second
film. Made entirely in a rural
setting, Kotha Malupu will
offer a refreshing cinematic
experience. Comedian
Mahender’s performance will
be one of the major high-
lights.” Hero Akash Goparaju
thanked Kodandarami Reddy
and the entire team, saying, “I
am grateful to our director for
giving me such a good story. It
is a privilege to have the sup-
port of a reputed distribution
company like Mythri. I also
thank my mother Sunitha
and everyone associated with
the film.”
Heroine Bhairavi Ardhya
described the film as a special
milestone in her career. “The
story combines romance, sus-
pense, and comedy in an
entertaining way. 

hristopher Nolan’s
upcoming film
Odyssey is already
facing growing dis-

cussion in India even before
its release on July 17, with
censor fear trending among
movie enthusiasts. The con-
cern mainly stems from the
film’s R-rated classification
in Hollywood, which often
includes mature themes,
intimate scenes, and strong
visual content.
Audiences in India are now
worried that the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) may trim or modify
several sequences to meet
local guidelines. In past
Hollywood releases, includ-
ing major titles like
Oppenheimer, Indian cen-
sors have removed or
altered scenes involving
nudity, intimacy, and smok-
ing before granting certifi-
cation, changing the view-
ing experience.
Since Odyssey is associated
with Christopher Nolan,
expectations are even high-
er, as his films are known
for immersive storytelling

and carefully structured
emotional sequences. Fans
fear that any major cuts
could affect the narrative
flow and impact of the film,
especially if key romantic or

dramatic moments are
shortened. Social media dis-
cussions suggest that audi-
ences are split while some
understand the need for
local certification rules.

he epic adventure
t h r i l l e r
'Nagabandham - The
Secret Treasure',

directed by Abhishek
Nama, is being promoted
extensively to make it a sen-
sation across the country.
Produced by Kishore
Annapureddy and Nishitha
Nagireddy under the ban-
ner of Nick Studios, the film
stars Virat Karna in the lead
role. The makers have
announced a special promo-
tional tour across the coun-
try for the film, which is set
to release worldwide on
July 3. Unlike regular pro-
motions, this promotional
campaign has been designed
in line with the treasure
hunt concept of the film's
story. The event, which will
be held in each city, will
bring the world of cinema,
its mysteries and adven-
tures closer to the audience.
The first event on this tour
is the trailer launch in
Hyderabad on June 19. This
event will be designed to fur-
ther increase interest in the
film's scale, visuals, and
story. Afterwards, promo-
tional events will be held in
Mumbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru, and Kochi from
June 20 to 23. The film team
is moving forward with the
aim of further expanding
the film's reach across the
country through these
events. As a special attrac-
tion of this promotional

tour, the song 'Veera Naga'
will be released in Varanasi
on June 26. The spiritual
and cultural significance of

the city of Varanasi is a
great fit for the title of the
film and the background of
the story.
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