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India-bound LNG
carrier sails sately
out of Hormuz

NEW DELHI (TSIT) :

The Malta-flagged LNG car-
rier DISHA, managed by a
Shipping Corporation of
India-led consortium, safely
transited the Strait of
Hormuz on Monday with a
cargo of 62,370 metric
tonnes of LNG bound for
Dahej in Gujarat, and is
likely to reach India on
June 18, according to an
update issued by the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping,
and Waterways. The
Ministry, through the
Directorate General of
Shipping (DG Shipping),
remains in continuous coor-
dination with the Ministry
of External Affairs.

Cockroach Janta
Party to stage
protest in Nagpur

NAGPUR (TSIT):

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) will stage a protest here
on Tuesday demanding resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, its founder Abhijeet
Dipke announced. He would
be arriving in the city on
June 16, Dipke said in a video
message on Social media on
Monday, and asked Nagpur
residents including students
and the youth to gather at
Samvidhan Square at 4 pm
for a peaceful demonstration.
The CJP has been demanding
Pradhan’s resignation over
the last month’s NEET (UG)
paper leak scandal.
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SHAH MASTERMINDED
ILLEGAL’ BREAKAWAY

OF TMC MPS, WANTS TO
MUSTER 2/3RD MAJORITY

IRAN AND US

AGREE DEAL TO END WAR AS

TRUMP SAYS STRAIT OF
HORMUZ WILL BE REOPENED

WORLD | NEWS

Telangana ready to fund Metro Rail Phase-1I
without Centre’s share: CM Revanth

HYDERABAD (TSIT):

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has said that the
Telangana government is
ready to implement the
Metro Rail Phase-II project
entirely with state funds,
even without financial
support from the Union
Government, and urged
the Centre to immediately
issue the required No
Objection Certificate
(NOC).

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Secretariat, the
Chief Minister alleged that

the Union Government
was creating hurdles in
the expansion of the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
project and delaying
approval for key financial
arrangements, including
an IRFC-backed loan.

He said the state had
already taken steps to
secure funding by replac-
ing high-interest loans
with a Rs.13,600 crore loan
at a lower interest rate,
and accused the Centre of
delaying its transfer
despite necessary approv-
als. He demanded immedi-

ate action from Union
Ministers to release the
funds.

Revanth Reddy stated
that the state is prepared to
take over Metro Rail
Phase-I assets and proceed
with Phase-II expansion,
even if it has to bear the
entire project cost. He said
earlier discussions had
included a 50:50 funding
model, but approvals were
not granted.

The Chief Minister also
alleged discrimination
against Telangana, claim-
ing that Metro projects

CM Naidu meets Singapore PM Lawrence Wong,
discusses investment and tech cooperation

SINGAPORE (TSIT):

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu,
during his two-day visit
to Singapore, met
Singapore Prime
Minister Lawrence
Wong on Monday and
held detailed discus-
sions on strengthening
bilateral cooperation in
key sectors including
economy, technology,
education, and infra-
structure.

The meeting, held at
the Singapore Prime
Minister’s official resi-
dence for about half an
hour, focused on exploring
new opportunities for col-
laboration between
Andhra Pradesh and
Singapore. The Chief
Minister requested
Singapore’s cooperation in
importing horticultural

produce grown through
natural farming methods
and aquaculture products
from Andhra Pradesh. He
also informed that systems
for international-standard
certification and traceabil-
ity of such products are
being developed in the
State.

Chandrababu Naidu

Cong asks PM to break silence
on killing of Indian scatarers,
raise issue with Trump

NEW DELHI (TSIT):

The Congress on Monday
attacked the government
over the Killing of three
Indian  seafarers in
American attacks on ships
and demanded that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
raise the issue with
President Donald Trump
as well as take diplomatic
action to ensure the US
pays a price for breaching
the Geneva Conventions.
Cockroach Janta Party
to stage protest in Nagpur
The opposition party
strongly condemned the
killing of the three Indian
seafarers and questioned
Prime Minister Modi’s
silence on the tragedy. The
party accused Modi of com-
promising the country's
sovereignty, independence
and dignity by not even
registering a strong protest

against such "brutal mur-
ders". Addressing a press
conference here, Congress
spokesperson  Supriya
Shrinate condoled the
death of Aditya Sharma,
Shivanand Chuarasiya
and Patnala Suresh and
expressed profound sym-
pathies with the bereaved
families.

She slammed US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio's remarks while
speaking with External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar as "rubbing
salt into Indians’
wounds".

sought Singapore’s
support in areas such
as semiconductor
manufacturing, quan-
tum computing, arti-
ficial intelligence,
and university-level
research, along with
skill development ini-
tiatives to build a
future-ready work-
force.

He also highlighted
the importance of
Singapore’s expertise
in urban governance
and requested sup-
port for the develop-

ment of Amaravati and
other cities in Andhra
Pradesh. Reports suggest
that Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong expressed
interest in the progress of
the Amaravati Capital
City project and sought
details on ongoing infra-
structure and institutional
development.

CM Vijay announces
breaktast scheme
extension

CHENNAI (TSIT):

The State government would extend
the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme to students of Classes 6 to 8
from September 17, coinciding with
the birth anniversary of social
reformer and Dravidian icon
‘Periyar’ EV Ramasamy, Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay announced
on Monday.The announcement
came after the
chief minister
chaired a meet-
ing to review the
functioning  of
the Social
Welfare and
Women Empowerment
Department and the welfare pro-
grammes implemented by the
department.During the meeting at
the Secretariat, officials briefed
the chief minister on schemes
being implemented for children,
women, transgender persons, and
senior citizens through the Social
Welfare Department, Integrated
Child Development Services, and
Child Welfare and Special
Services Department.

were being cleared in
other states while
Hyderabad’s expansion
was being delayed. He
stressed that the govern-
ment’s goal is to complete
the project in the interest
of Hyderabad’s future
growth.

He further -criticised
the previous BRS govern-
ment for delays in Metro
implementation and
alleged neglect of expan-
sion plans during its ten-
ure, which he said led to
cost escalation and opera-
tional challenges.
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PM Modi welcomes US-Iran
peace deal, hope it helps restore
peace and stability in West Asia

BRATISLAVA (TSIT) :

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday welcomed
the understanding reached
between the US and Iran on
ending the conflict in West
Asia and
expressed
India's  hope
that the imple-
mentation of
this under-
standing will
help restore
peace and sta-
bility in the
region.

PM Modi's
statement came after US
President Donald Trump
announced that the United
States and Iran had com-
pleted a deal that would
reopen the Strait of Hormuz
and end the US naval block-
ade, marking what he
described as a major break-
through after months of
conflict that rattled global
energy markets and raised
fears of a wider regional
war."T welcome the under-
standing reached between
the United States and Iran
on ending the conflict in
West Asia, which has

caused serious economic
disruption across the world
and led to loss of life in
many countries", PM Modi
said in a post on X.

"India hopes that the

implementation of this
understanding
will help
restore peace
and stability in
the region and
ensure the
freedom of nav-
igation and
commerce. We
look forward to
deliberations
on the remain-
ing issues reaching a sus-
tainable final agreement,"
he added.

Announcing the deal, the
US President in a post on
Truth Social wrote: "The
Deal with the Islamic
Republic of Iran is now
complete. Congratulations
to all! I hereby fully autho-
rize the toll free opening of
the Strait of Hormuz, and,
simultaneously herewith,
authorize the immediate
removal of the United
States Naval blockade.
Ships of the World, start
your engines.

NEERAJ CHOPRA

TO RETURN TO ACTION
AT DOHA DIAMOND LEAGUE

DRDO conducts
flight test of long-
range land attack
cruise missile

New Delhi, June 15 : In amajor
boost to India’s defence capa-
bilities, the Defence Research
& Development Organisation
(DRDO) conducted the suc-
cessful flight-test of the indig-
enously developed Long
Range Land Attack Cruise
Missile (LRLACM) on
Monday. The flight test was
conducted from Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam Island off the coast of
Odisha. “All the test objec-
tives were fully met, as per the
data captured by various
tracking instruments
deployed by Integrated Test
Range, Chandipur,” said the
R&D wing of the Defence
Ministry in a statement.
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CM Reviews 99-Day Praja Palana Programme, Calls
for Greater Accountability and Public Outreach

Hyderabad, TSIT
BUREAU: Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on
Monday said the State
Government's Praja
Palana-Pragathi
Pranalika programme,
implemented from March
16 to June 12, has brought
the People's Government
closer to citizens and
strengthened grassroots
governance across
Telangana.

Chairing a review meet-
ing at the Secretariat on
the 99-day action plan, the
Chief Minister assessed
department-wise activities
and outcomes. Rajya
Sabha MP V. Narendra
Reddy, Chief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao, DGP
C.V. Anand, CMO
Principal Secretary

Sheshadri, and senior offi-
cials from various depart-
ments attended the meet-
ing.

Chief Minister com-
mended departments that
actively participated in the
programme and delivered
measurable results. He
reminded officials that all
senior officers, from
Principal Secretaries to
District Collectors, were

instructed to undertake
regular field visits and
directed the Chief
Secretary to submit a
report on officials who
failed to do so. He warned
that disciplinary action
would be initiated against
officers who ignore gov-
ernment directives.

Expressing concern that
some departments had not
adequately  publicized
their achievements under
the programme, Mr.
Revanth Reddy directed
officials to make better use
of print, electronic, and
digital media to communi-
cate government initia-
tives and development
works to the public.

Chief Minister instruct-
ed departments to docu-
ment feedback received

No delay in resolving public complaints
will be tolerated: Additional Collector
Madhusudan Naik

Mahbubnagar: Additional
Collector (Local Bodies)
Madhusudan Naik has
directed officials to ensure
that all complaints received
under Prajavani are
resolved promptly, warning
that delays in grievance
redressal will not be tolerat-
ed.Addressing a public
grievance programme held
at the Collectorate meeting
hall on Monday, along with
Revenue Additional
Collector J L. B Haripriya,
he reviewed petitions sub-
mitted by citizens and
assured that each applica-
tion would be examined
carefully and necessary
action would be taken.
Officials informed that a
total of 119 petitions were
received during the session.

During a subsequent
review meeting with dis-
trict officials, the Additional
Collector expressed concern
over pending applications
across several departments,
particularly in Revenue,
MPDO offices, and other col-
lectorate  sections. He
instructed officials to clear
all pending cases immedi-
ately and ensure proper
updating of details on the
Prajavani portal.

He also pointed out that
some departmental officers
were not logging into the
Prajavani system and
directed them to immedi-
ately register and update
application status without
delay. He further warned
that attendance at the week-
ly Prajavani programme
held every Monday is man-
datory, and strict action
would be taken against offi-
cials who fail to attend with-
out prior notice.

The grievances received
covered multiple depart-
ments, including
Panchayati Raj, Municipal
Administration, Civil
Supplies, Revenue, Housing,
Education, Medical and

Health, BC  Welfare,
Banking, Rural
Development, Police, SC
Welfare, Gurukul
Education, and Tribal
Welfare.

Later, a review meeting
was also held on

Anganwadi strengthening
and the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan. District
Welfare Officer Zarina
Begum informed that the
“Amma Mata- Anganwadi
Bata” programme is being
conducted from June 13 to
19 to increase enrolment
in Anganwadi centres,
with support sought from
ASHA workers, women’s
groups, and public repre-
sentatives.

KMC Global Alumni Meet 2026 unites
over 1,500 doctors in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: The Kakatiya
Medical College Alumni
Welfare Association
(KMCAWA) successfully
organized the KMC Global
Alumni Meet 2026 at
Landmark  Convention
Centre, ECIL, bringing
together more than 1,500
doctors representing 62
batches of Kakatiya Medical
College. The event is being
described as one of the larg-
est medical alumni gather-
ings in Telangana.

The programme was held
under the leadership of
KMCAWA President Dr.
Sridhar Kasturi, Director —
Cardiac Sciences, KIMS
Sunshine Hospitals.
Alumni from across India
and several countries par-
ticipated, highlighting the
strong global network and
unity of the KMC fraternity.

Hon’ble Minister for
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
Minorities Welfare,
Government of Telangana,
Shri Adluri Lakshman
Kumar attended as the
Chief Guest and appreciat-

ed the significant contribu-
tions of KMC alumni to
healthcare services and
medical education.

The event was attended
by several distinguished
dignitaries, including Dr.
Bhaskar Rao, Chairman
and Managing Director,
KIMS Group of Hospitals;
Dr. Satyanarayana, MLA,
Manakondur; Dr. Deen
Dayal, Founder Chairman,
DECC; K. Ramesh Reddy,
Vice Chancellor, KNRUHS;
Dr. Ravindar Naik, Director
of Health, Telangana; Dr.
Putla Srinivas, DMHO,
Hyderabad; and Dr. Mohan
Das, Principal, KMC.

A major highlight of the
meet was the felicitation of
senior faculty members and
distinguished alumni for
their service to the medical
profession and society. The
event also witnessed the
launch of the “KMC Doctors
for Telangana” initiative,
aimed at strengthening
public health programmes,
rural healthcare outreach,
and medical services for
underserved communities.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Sridhar Kasturi
expressed gratitude to the
alumni community for
their overwhelming partici-
pation, stating that the gath-
ering reflected their deep
bond with the institution
and commitment to social
welfare. He called for con-
tinued unity and collabora-
tion to advance healthcare
excellence and community
service.

The event concluded with
networking sessions, cul-
tural programmes, and a
collective pledge by alumni
to uphold the legacy of
Kakatiya Medical College
and contribute to health-
care development.

The programme was sup-
ported by KMCAWA
General Secretary Dr.
George Reddy, executive
committee members, and
organizing team represen-
tatives including Dr. NSD
Durga Prasad, Dr. Vinod
Reddy, Dr. Krupal Singh,
and Chandar Tejavath,
AVP - KIMS Sunshine
Heart Institute.

Telangana

from citizens and public
representatives during
field-level programmes
and ensure that issues
raised in villages are
addressed promptly. He
also directed officials to
maintain comprehensive
records of development
works, foundation stones
laid, and public assets cre-
ated during the past three
months.

In a key directive, the
Chief Minister asked
Panchayat Raj officials to
identify villages that do
not have Gram Panchayat
buildings and prepare
plans for the construction
of new facilities. He also
proposed the installation
of solar power plants on
all school buildings across
the State.

Telangana Advocates Seek
Representation in High Court
Judge Appointments

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana High Court Advocates Association has
demanded due representation for eligible advocates from Telangana in
the appointment of High Court judges. At an emergency general body
meeting held at the Telangana High Court on Monday under the leader-
ship of Association President S. Surender Reddy, a unanimous resolu-
tion was passed urging that judicial appointments reflect regional aspira-
tions, social justice and fair representation. Senior advocates stated that
Telangana has several talented, experienced and committed lawyers who
deserve recognition and opportunity on the High Court Bench. The
Association decided to submit representations to the Chief Justice of
India, Supreme Court Collegium members, Union Law Minister,
Telangana Governor, Chief Minister and political party presidents.
Association also announced a protest programme at the Telangana High
Court on June 17, demanding transparency, justice and rightful repre-
sentation for Telangana advocates in judicial appointments.

VC Umesh Kumar Inaugurates Physics and Computer Labs

The South India Times lished Chemistry, Physics,
Husnabad, June 15 and Computer laborato-
University Vice- ries within the college

Chancellor Umesh Kumar
visited the Satavahana
University Engineering
College in Husnabad,
Siddipet district. He inau-
gurated the newly estab-

building. On this occasion,
VC Umesh Kumar
announced that the
Husnabad Engineering
College has been designat-
ed as a center for TG ECET

certificate verification,
which is set to begin on the
17th of this month. He also
stated that the TGEAPCET
certificate  verification
center would commence at
the college on the 19th. He
noted that four courses—
B.Tech CSE, CSE (Al),
ECE, and IT—are avail-
able to students at the
Husnabad University
Engineering College, with
a total of 240 seats (60 seats
per course). He mentioned
that all necessary facili-
ties, including laborato-
ries, have been provided
for the students.

Resolve Prajavani grievances
promptly: Mulugu Collector

Mulugu: District
Collector Borkhade
Hemant Sahadeva Rao has
directed officials to take
prompt action to resolve
public grievances submit-
ted through the Prajavani
programme.

At the Prajavani session

ous other departments.
The Collector said each
application was reviewed

held at the Collectorate
meeting hall on Monday, a
total of 73 applications
were received from the
public. Of these, 21 were
related to Indiramma
housing, 21 to pensions,
and 31 pertained to vari-

individually and forward-
ed to the concerned depart-
ments for immediate
action. He instructed offi-
cials to ensure that all
applications are registered
on the Prajavani portal as
per government guidelines

EGS Works to Focus on
Irrigation Development

Wyra (TSIT):Irrigation-

related works under the

Employment Guarantee

Scheme (EGS) should be

taken up on a priority

basis and completed with-

in the stipulated time-

frame as they directly ben-

efit farmers and support agricultural growth, said District
Collector Divakar TS.During a surprise inspection of canal
desilting works at Sannala Lakshmipuram in Wyra mandal
and Konijerla mandal headquarters on Monday, the Collector
reviewed the progress of works and interacted with labourers.
He enquired about wage payments and working conditions at
the sites. He said EGS should not only generate employment
but also contribute to rural development through the creation
of productive assets. Officials were directed to ensure transpar-
ency in attendance and wage payments, increase women’s
participation and maintain quality standards in all works. In
view of the prevailing heat conditions, the Collector instructed
officials to provide drinking water, shade nets, ORS packets
and first-aid facilities at work sites.

Wil Not Allow Privatisation of SCCL, Says Kavitha;
Asks MLA to Stop “High-Handedness”

MANCHERIAL, JUNE 15, TSIT. Telangana
Rakshana Sena (TRS) chief kaluvakuntla
kavitha on Monday alleged that attempts
were being made to weaken the Singareni
Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) through
policies that reduce employment opportuni-
ties and undermine workers’ rights.
Addressing a press

conference in

Mancherial as part of

the party’s “Boggubayi

Yatra”, Ms. Kavitha

said her party would

expand its political

activities from

Mancherial and strive

to strengthen its pres-

ence across the region

with the support of the people. She criticised
the expansion of open-cast mining projects,
alleging that they were resulting in a reduc-
tion of employment opportunities. Greater
emphasis on underground mining, she said,
would not only enhance coal production but
also create more jobs for local youth.

and that applicants are
issued computer-based
acknowledgement receipts
without delay.

He emphasized that
every grievance received
under Prajavani should be
treated as a priority and
resolved within a stipulat-
ed time frame.

District Additional
Collector (Local Bodies)
Sampath Rao, DRO Ravi
Kumar, RDO Krishnaveni,
and other district officials
participated in the pro-
gramme.
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Dr. Surya Sri Rao
Appointed as DCHS

Yadadri Bhongir TSIT: Dr. Surya Sri

Rao has been appointed as the District

Coordinator of Hospital Services

(DCHS). She assumed charge of the

office on Monday. On the same day, she

paid a courtesy call to District Collector

Anurag Jayanthi and Additional

Collector Bhaskara Rao, presenting

them with flower bouquets. Dr. Chinna

Naik, who previously served as the DCHS here, has been
transferred to Ghatkesar. Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Surya Sri Rao stated that she would strive to provide
improved medical services to the people of the district.

Commissioner Srijana Directs Swift
Resolution of Public Grievances at
Monday Prajavani

Hyderabad TSIT: Cyberabad Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Srijana on Monday directed officials to
ensure the prompt and time-bound disposal of public
grievances received during the weekly Prajavani pro-
gramme held at the Corporation Head Office.

The Commissioner personally interacted with citizens
from various parts of the city, listened to their com-
plaints, requests and suggestions, and instructed con-
cerned department heads to take immediate action on
priority. She stressed the importance of responsive and

transparent gover-
nance, directing offi-
cials to address every
grievance without
delay and strictly in
accordance with rules
and regulations.

A total of 97 griev-
ances were received
during the pro-

gramme and forwarded to respective departments for
detailed examination and necessary action. Among them,
the Town Planning Department accounted for the highest
number with 77 petitions, followed by Engineering (8),
Sanitation (3), Lakes (2), Revenue (2), Urban Biodiversity
(2), Finance & Accounts (1), Transport (1), and Urban
Community Development (1).Commissioner Srijana
instructed officials to coordinate closely with field-level
staff, conduct thorough reviews of each complaint, and
ensure effective follow-up until resolution. She reiterated
that grievance redressal remains a top priority for the
Corporation and said Prajavani serves as a key platform
for direct citizen-administration interaction, strengthen-
ing civic services and public trust.

Sports Authority Managing Director Dr.Soni Bala Devi continued her
impressive performance at the 2nd South Zone Pickleball Championship
being held at Kompally.After winning the gold medal in the 50-plus
women’s singles event recently, Dr. Soni Bala Devi today secured a sil-
ver medal in the 50-plus mixed doubles category.Sports enthusiasts
congratulated her for not only promoting sports as a senior official of the
Sports Department but also actively participating in competitions and
inspiring others through her performance.
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Develop sense of equality in
society: Appala Prasad

Jagityala: State
Convener of  Social
Samarasatha  Vedika,

Appala Prasad, has called
for efforts to develop a
sense of equality among all
sections of society, stating
that social divisions weak-
en unity.

Speaking at the district-
level Samarasatha Vedika
meeting held in Jagityala
on Monday, he said that
caste, religion, regional
and class differences are
affecting social harmony
and must be addressed col-
lectively. He urged people
to work towards building
equality among all com-
munities, warning that
divisions could be misused
by external forces to desta-
bilise society.

He said that the caste
system originally emerged
for societal needs and
emphasised that no caste
is superior or inferior.
However, he alleged that
some groups are attempt-
ing to divide society for
selfish interests in the
name of caste, religion,
region, and language.

The meeting also dis-
cussed future programmes
to be organised under the
Social Equality Platform.

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LIMITED |

Y
(:‘/ OPERATION DIVISION : MAHABUBNAGAR

TENDER NOTICE
TENDER NOTICE NO. 01/2026-27
Sealed tenders are invited from eligible contractors Carrying out various Electrical
Works in Operation Division, Mahabubnagar. Issue Last date: 22-06-2026 upto
17.00 Hrs., Submission Last date: 23-06-2026 upto 16.00 Hrs.
All information can be obtained from the website: www.tg thernp .org

Fax No.: 08542-272798 & Phone No.: 08542-293096.
Sd/- D. Laxman
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER ELECL.,

DIPRNo.: 4251-PP/ICLIADVTI2026-27 OPERATION : MAHABUBNAGAR.

(Sponsored by State Bank of India)
Bhongir Branch (6269), Yadadri Bhongir District
Head Office : Hyderabad, RBO : Bhongir

M TELANGANA GRAMEENA BANK

Under Rule 8(1) (For immovable property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of the Telangana Grameena Bank,
Bhongir Branch, Yadadri Bhongir District (Formerly known as Andhra Pradesh Grameena
Vikas Bank, Bhongir Branch, Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District) under the Securifization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Secunty Interest Act, 2002 (Mo.3 of
2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section. 13(2) read with Rule-3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice Dated : 10/03/2026 calling upon
the Borrower's 1). Sri Chinnabattini Vijay Kumar, Slo Balaiah, , Rio 2-17, Jammapuram, Yadadri
Bhongiri District, Telangana 508116, 2). Guarantor | : Sri Pamishetty Abelu, Slo Lourdhaiah Rio
H.No. 1-58, Jammapuam, Yadadri Bhongiri District, Telangana 508116, 3). Guarantor Il :Sri
Pamishetti Balaswamy, Slo Thamasaiah, Rlo Jammapuam, Yadadri Bhongiri District, Telangana
508116 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.1,89,935/- ( Rupees One Lakhs
Eighty Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty Five Only) as on 31/01/2026 along with future
interest at contractual rate from 01/02/2026 together with incidental expenses, cost, charges, efc.
within 60 days from the date of the said nofice.

The borrower quarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower
| guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken constructive possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of
the said Act read with Rule-8 of the said rules on tihis 10* day of June of the year 2026

The borrower [ guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not fo deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Telangana
Grameena Bank, Bhongir Branch, Yadadri Bhongir District for an amount of Rs.1,89,935/-
Rupees One Lakhs Eighty Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty Five Only) as on 31/01/2026
and interest from 01/02/2026 expenses, cost charges, efc.

The borrower attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect
of time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF MORTGAGED SCHEDULE PROPERTY

Mortgage created vide Deed No. 2847/2018 , All that the part and parcel of House bearing No.2-
17 in Survey No. 544 conssisting of one room and open place in all admeasuring an extent of 240
Sq Yards situated at Jammapuram village Hio Raigir village, Bhongiri mandal, Yadadri Bhongiri
District Telangana Boundaries : North : Plot no Open place of Chinnabathini Jojappa, South : Open
place of Chinnabathini Anthaiah, East : Open place of Chinnabathini Bathini Raju, West : Plot No.
25 wide Raod.
Date : 10.06.2026 Sd/-
Place : Bhongir Authorized Officer
Alc No : GPAB 73141709569 Telangana Grameena Bank, Bhongir Branch

STATE BANK OF INDIA
STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH (05173)
#11/90, 3rd Floor, Opp. Trustwell Hospital, J C Road, Bangalore-560002
Ph : 080 2594 3678, 2594 3663. Fax: 080 2594 3664,
Email Id: sbi.05173@sbi.co.in
POSSESSION NOTICE Appendix IV (Under Rule 8
Account No. : HTL-41423654062

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized officer of the State Bank of India
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 OF 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred
under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice dated 06.03.2024 and calling upon the
Borrower/s : Sri.Gudupudi Vamsi Krishna S/o Sri.Radha Krishna Gudupudi
Flat No.202, Sai Vishala Residency, Kolan Narayana Reddy Colony, Nizampet
Village, Hyderabad-500090. And also at : Wipro Ltd Add-Line 1, Sarjapur Road,
Doddakanahalli, Bangalore-560035 and Site No. 01, Sy. No. 186, Sai Anugraha
Enclave, Bangalore-562107 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice Rs.
31,55,928/- (Rupees Thirty one lakhs fifty five thousand nine hundred and twenty
eight only) as on 04.03.2024 + interest from 05.03.2024 + incidental charges
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower(s)/mortgager(s) having failed to repay the amount demanded as per
Demand Notice, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s)/mortgager(s) and the public
in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him / her under Section 13 (4) of the said Act
read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on 10.06.2026.

The borrower(s)/mortgager(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be
subject to the charge of the State Bank of India for an amount of Rs. 39,95,501/-
(Rupees Thirty Nine Lakhs Ninety Five Thousand Five Hundred and One only) as
on 10.06.2026 and interest from 11.06.2026 plus expenses thereon.

The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the Act, in
respect of the time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable property : Schedule “A” Property : All that
piece and parcel of vacant converted residential land in Sy.No.179, 182, 183, 185,
186, 187, 188, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195 and 196 all total measuring 13 Acres
21 Guntas, lay out called as Sai Anugraha Enclave, wherein an approval has
been accorded by the BMRDA vide its sanction letter bearing No.LAO 56/2008-09
dated 28.01.2009 is situated at Thattnahalli Village, Kasaba Hobli, Anekal Taluk,
Bangalore Rural District, and bounded on : East by : Anekal Attibele Road, West
by : Private Property, North by : Sy.No.197, South by : Village Road.

Schedule “B" Property : All that piece and parcel of vacant Site No.01, having
E Kahtha Mo.150200101300800252, measuring East to West : 71 Feet and
North to South : 43.5 Feet totally measuring 3088.50 Sq.ft., formed in converted
land in Sy.No.186, as per orders dated 15.09.2008 passed by Special Deputy
Commissioner, Bangalore, vide order No.ALN(A)(K)S.R44/2008-09, wherein an
approval has been accorded by the BMRDA vide it sanction letter bearing No.LAO
56/2008-09 dated 28.01.2009 is situated at Thattanahalli Village, Kasaba Haobli,
Anekal Taluk, Bangalore Rural District. bounded on : East by : Road, West by :
Private Property, North by : Site No.02, South by : Private Property.

(Covered under Document No. N JGN-1-08173/2022-23 and Stored in CD No
:JGND1516 dated 01.12.2022)

(For Immovable Property)

Date : 10.06.2026
Place : Bangalore

Sd/- Authorised Officer and Chief Manager
State Bank of India, SARB, Bangalore.

Telangana

Health Minister reviews monsoon preparedness,
orders vigilance against seasonal diseases

Hyderabad: With the
monsoon season setting in,
Health Minister Damodar
Rajanarasimha conducted
a high-level review meet-
ing at the Rajiv Aarogyasri
Health Care Trust office in
Hyderabad to assess pre-
paredness for seasonal dis-
eases across Telangana.

Director of Public
Health Dr. Ravinder Naik
briefed the Minister on the
spread of diseases such as
dengue, malaria, chikun-
gunya, diarrhoea and
typhoid, along with dis-
trict-wise data, hospital
preparedness, availability
of medicines, diagnostic
kits, mosquito control
measures and ongoing
awareness drives.

The Minister stressed
that prevention of out-
breaks should be the top
priority and directed offi-
cials to adopt proactive
planning and continuous
monitoring. He instructed
all government hospitals
to maintain adequate

stocks of medicines, ORS
packets, diagnostic Kkits,
platelets and emergency
services, ensuring prompt
testing and treatment for
suspected cases.

He also called for inten-
sified mosquito control
measures in coordination
with municipal and pan-
chayat departments, and
stressed strict implemen-

tels and construction
sites, with ASHA workers
and ANMs asked to con-
duct door-to-door aware-
ness campaigns. The
Minister further instruct-
ed inter-departmental
coordination to strength-
en sanitation and drink-
ing water safety, and
ordered weekly district-
wise health reports and

tation of weekly “Dry Day”
programmes, along with
fogging, larval control and
fever surveys.

Special focus was
directed towards villages,
urban areas, schools, hos-

active rapid response
teams.

Officials from the
Medical Education and
Public Health depart-
ments attended the
review meeting.

Nine held in gambling
dens raids in Husnabad

Husnabad (Siddipet dis-
trict): Police conducted sur-
priseraids on gambling dens
operating in Malapalli and
Potharam villages under
Husnabad mandal and
arrested nine persons, said
Sub-Inspector  Lakshma
Reddy.

Police said four persons
were apprehended at a gam-
bling spot in Malapalli vil-
lage, and Rs.18,340 cash
along with four mobile
phones were seized. In a sep-
arate raid on the outskirts of
Potharam village, five more
individuals were detained.
Police also recovered
Rs.39,040 cash, five mobile
phones, and five two-wheel-

ers used by the accused.

The Sub-Inspector warned
that strict action will be
taken against those involved
in gambling and other anti-
social activities, stating that
surveillance is being main-
tained to prevent law and
order disturbances in rural
areas. He urged the public to
report such illegal activities
to the police.

Hyderabad wins National Culinary Destination Award

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad has been
honoured with the
National Culinary
Destination Award at

the India Today
Tourism Awards 2026,
further strengthening
Telangana’s reputa-

tion as a leading food
tourism hub in the country.
The award was presented at
the India Today Tourism
Summit held in Goa on
Monday. Telangana
Tourism Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao received the
award from Union Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in the presence
of Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant and other
dignitaries.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister said the recog-
nition highlights
Hyderabad’s rich culinary
heritage, including its world-
famous Hyderabadi Biryani,

Irani Chai, and traditional
Telangana cuisine. He said
the award reflects the state’s
growing presence on the

global tourism map.
He added that the
Telangana  government,

under Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, is actively
promoting tourism through
heritage, eco, spiritual, and
cultural initiatives while
improving infrastructure
and visitor experience.

The Minister dedicated
the award to the people of
Telangana and stakeholders
in the tourism and hospital-
ity sectors.

Commissioner Srijana Leads Extensive
Monsoon Preparedness Drive in
Madhapur and Serilingampally

Hyderabad, TSIT: Under
the leadership of Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation
(CMC) Commissioner
Srijana, extensive monsoon
preparedness measures have
been undertaken across
Madhapur and
Serilingampally circles to
prevent waterlogging and
ensure smooth rainwater
drainage during the rainy
season.

Following the
Commissioner's directives,
engineering, sanitation, and
field-level teams carried out a
series of preventive and cor-
rective measures at Kkey
waterlogging-prone locations.
The initiative focused on
improving stormwater drain-
age networks, restoring nala
capacities, removing obstruc-
tions, and strengthening the
city's overall flood mitigation
infrastructure.

In Madhapur Circle-50, offi-
cials identified five major
waterlogging hotspots and
implemented targeted inter-
ventions. At Vithal Rao
Nagar near Durgam Cheruvu,

accumulated plastic waste
and debris obstructing a box
drain were removed and the
inlet was widened to facilitate
better water flow. Near
Malkam Cheruvu, close to the
Leather Institute, stormwater
drains and cross-drains were
thoroughly desilted to ensure
uninterrupted flow of rainwa-
ter into the lake.

At Preston Prime Mall in
Gachibowli, clogged gratings
and obstructions in the drain-
age channel leading to
Khajaguda Lake were cleared,
restoring the system's origi-
nal carrying capacity. Near
Smileline Dental Hospital on
the Cyber Towers-Yashoda
Hospital stretch, culvert ven-
tilation openings were
expanded to improve storm-
water discharge during heavy
rainfall.
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District Collector Chitra
Mishra congratulated the inter
first year state first ranker

Karimnagar, June 15, TSIT:
District Collector Chitra Mishra
specially congratulated Kadari
Rashmita, a student of
Ramadugu Model School, who
secured the first rank in the
MPC category in the recently
released Intermediate First
Year results. The Collector felic-
itated Rashmita in his chamber
at the Collectorate on Monday.
The Collector hailed that it was
remarkable that he secured 469
marks out of 470 marks in the
Intermediate First Year MPC
section and achieved the first
rank at the state level. It is said
that such extraordinary
achievements are possible only
with discipline, perseverance

and continuous hard work.He
advised the students to continue
their education with the same
spirit in the future and climb
more heights and take the name
of the district to a higher level.
On this occasion, the Collector
congratulated the parents,
teachers and school teachers
who worked hard for the suc-
cess of the student. Additional
Collector Ashwini Tanaji
Wakade, District Education
Officer Prashanth Reddy,
Coordinator Ashok Reddy,
Ramadugu Sarpanch Moise,
Ramadugu Model School
Principal Manoj Kumar, teach-
ers Ramesh, Srinivas, Sirisha
and others participated.
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I, SHAIK SIDRA (New
Name) Dfo. SHAIK. SALEEM
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SIDHRA (Old Name) to
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D/o. SHAIK. SALEEM BASHA
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Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu Meets
Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

Visakhapatnam  (TSIT):
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu met Singapore
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Vivian Balakrishnan and
held extensive discussions
on strategic partnership
opportunities between
Andhra Pradesh and
Singapore. During the near-
ly 30-minute meeting, sever-
al key issues, including state
development, investments,
air connectivity, green ener-
gy and the establishment of
data centres, were discussed.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu briefed the Singapore
Foreign Minister on the
development plans for the
Amaravati Capital City
Project. He stated that the
Government was taking spe-
cial measures to transform
Amaravati into a "Quantum
Valley." The Chief Minister
noted that Andhra Pradesh
was emerging as one of the
leading states in the country
in both the manufacturing
and services sectors. He fur-
ther explained that the State
possesses vast land resourc-
es required for industrial
development, while also hav-
ing an abundant pool of
skilled human resources to
support the growth of the
services sector.

Chandrababu Naidu high-
lighted Andhra Pradesh's
growing role in the produc-
tion of green energy, green
ammonia and green hydro-
gen.The Chief Minister
pointed out that the State's
extensive coastline and stra-
tegically located ports offer
significant advantages for
cargo transportation and
international trade.

He informed the
Singapore Foreign Minister
that the data centre ecosys-
tem was expanding rapidly
in regions such as
Visakhapatnam, with
undersea cable connectivity
linking data services with
countries across the globe.

Telangana/Vijayawada

Chandrababu Naidu also
informed Vivian
Balakrishnan about the
proposed establishment of a
major steel plant by global
steel giant ArcelorMittal in
North Andhra Pradesh. The
two leaders further dis-
cussed the expansion of air
services between Andhra
Pradesh and Singapore,
including the possibility of
providing direct flight con-
nectivity to various air-
ports in the State.

State Minister P.
Narayana, Shilpak Ambule,
High Commissioner of
India to Singapore, and
other senior officials par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Assistive Devices Distributed to Students
with Special Needs Under ADIP Scheme

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : A pro-
gramme for the distribu-
tion of ALIMCO assistive
devices to students with
special needs was held on
Monday under the joint
aegis of the School
Education Department
and Samagra Shiksha, as
part of the Government
of India's ADIP Scheme.
The event was conducted
under the chairmanship
of District Collector M.
Abhishikt Kishore. On
the occasion, the
Collector distributed 141
assistive devices worth
Rs.9,08,674 to 114 students
with special needs from
11 Bhavita Centres in the
district. Keeping in view
the specific requirements
of the students, devices
such as wheelchairs, tri-
cycles, hearing aids,
walkers, crutches and
rollators were provided.
Addressing the gather-
ing, District Collector M.
Abhishikt Kishore stated
that the government has
been continuously striv-
ing for the educational
advancement, self-reli-
ance and holistic devel-
opment of students with
disabilities. He advised

students and parents to
make effective use of the
services and facilities
being provided through
Samagra Shiksha. The
Collector emphasised
that no disability should
become a barrier to the
talent and progress of
students. He called upon
every section of society to
extend support towards
the growth and develop-
ment of children with
special needs.
Interacting with the
students, he encouraged
them to focus on educa-
tion and further develop
their skills and abilities.
Speaking to parents, he
urged them to ensure
that the assistive devices

distributed are used reg-
ularly by their children
so that they can benefit
physically and mentally,
thereby improving their
overall quality of life.
Among those present at
the programme were
District Additional
Project Coordinator Dr.
J. Chandrasekhar Rao,
Superintendent of the
Department for the
Welfare of Persons with
Disabilities
Padmavathi, District
Samagra Shiksha
Coordinator U. Neeraja,
Samagra Shiksha offi-
cials C.H. Srinivasa Rao
and G. Lakshmi, special
educators, parents and
students.

Following the discussions,
Singapore Foreign Minister
Vivian Balakrishnan pre-
sented Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu with a
copy of the book titled "Fifty
Secrets of Singapore's
Success,” which highlights

the factors behind
Singapore's remarkable
development journey.

Officials expressed the view
that the meeting would fur-
ther strengthen bilateral
relations between Andhra
Pradesh and Singapore and
provide fresh momentum
for future investment
opportunities and develop-
ment partnerships between
the two sides.

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam State
Minister for Women
Development, Child
Welfare and  Tribal
Welfare Gummidi
Sandhya Rani stated that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and
with the support of Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, the State
Government has accorded
the highest priority to the
welfare of women, chil-
dren and tribal communi-
ties, implementing welfare
and developmental pro-
grammes on an unprece-
dented scale over the past
two years. The Minister
said that welfare is not
merely about providing
financial assistance, but
ensuring safety for every
woman, nutritional sup-
port for every child, devel-
opment opportunities for
every tribal family and
quality education for
every student.

She stated that through
56,746 Anganwadi Centres
across the State, nutrition-
al support, healthcare ser-
vices and pre-primary edu-
cation are being provided
to pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers and children.
Nearly 20 lakh beneficia-
ries are availing these ser-

vices. Strengthening the
Anganwadi system, the
Government has recruited
5,389 teachers and 5,287
helpers, creating employ-
ment opportunities for
more than 11,000 people,
she said. To improve infra-
structure in Anganwadi
centres, facilities such as
drinking water supply, RO
plants, sanitation ameni-
ties and cooking equip-
ment have been provided
with an expenditure of
Rs.100 crore, the Minister
explained. She further
stated that the services
offered through
Anganwadi centres have
been digitised by distribut-
ing 5G smartphones to
Anganwadi staff at a cost
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Unprecedented Progress in Women, Child and Tribal Weltare
Sectors in the Last Two Years: Minister Gummidi Sandhya Rani

of Rs.72 crore.
Emphasising the
Government's commitment
to women's safety, the
Minister said that One Stop
Centres have been estab-
lished in all 26 districts of
the State, providing legal,
medical, psychological and
police assistance under one
roof. She revealed that 3,393
child marriages had been
prevented during the last
two years. In the tribal wel-
fare sector, the Minister
stated that quality educa-
tion is being imparted to
thousands of students
through 2,715 educational
institutions across the
State. Necessary infrastruc-
ture, nutritious food and
stationery are being pro-

vided to students residing
in hostels and Ashram
schools. She also noted that
special measures have been
initiated to control Sickle
Cell Anaemia among tribal
populations. The Minister
further said that road devel-
opment works are being
undertaken in tribal areas
with the objective of ending
the practice of carrying
patients in makeshift
"dolis" due to lack of con-
nectivity. To strengthen the
economic condition of trib-
al farmers, the Government
is promoting commercial
crops such as coffee, pepper
and turmeric, while facili-
tating TRICOR loans and
marketing support to
enhance their livelihoods.

AIIMS Mangalagiri Stands as a Testament to Healthy Andhra Pradesh
Under Modi's 12 Years of Governance: Lanka Dinakar

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Lanka Dinakar, Chairman
of the Twenty Point
Programme (Viksit Bharat
- Swarna Andhra
Pradesh), stated that sig-
nificant progress has been
achieved in the healthcare
sector as a result of the
people-centric welfare and
development initiatives
undertaken during the 12
years of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leader-
ship, and that AIIMS
Mangalagiri stands as a
testimony to this transfor-
mation. As part of an ini-
tiative to assess the impact
of developmental pro-
grammes implemented by
the Modi government,
Lanka Dinakar visited
AIIMS Mangalagiri on
Monday. AIIMS In-charge
Director and Dean
(Research) Dr. Joy
Ghoshal, Dean (Academic)
Dr. Desu Ram Mohan,
along with senior doctors
and professors from vari-
ous departments, briefed
him on the institution's
progress in providing med-
ical services. He reviewed
the advanced healthcare
facilities available at the
institute and interacted

Foundation Stone to be Laid for Rs.142-Crore Road
Over Bridge at Mangalagiri on June 17

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES,

VISAKHAPATNAM: The foun-
dation stone for the Road
Over Bridge (ROB) pro-
posed at Mangalagiri
under the Guntur Railway
Division will be laid on
June 17, 2026 (Wednesday).
The ROB will be construct-
ed in place of Level
Crossing No.14 at
Mangalagiri. Dr.
Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar, Hon'ble Union
Minister of State for Rural
Development and
Communications,
Government of India, and
Shri Nara Lokesh, Hon'ble
Minister for Human
Resources Development,
Information Technology,
Electronics,
Communications and
RTG, Government of
Andhra Pradesh, will par-
ticipate in the programme
as chief guests and lay the
foundation stone. The
event will also be attended
by Shri Kandula Durgesh,
Hon'ble Minister for
Tourism, Culture and
Cinematography and
Guntur District In-charge

Minister, Shri Nadendla
Manohar, Hon'ble
Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, along
with several public repre-
sentatives and senior rail-
way officials.

Level Crossing No.14,
located on the Namburu-
Mangalagiri main railway
route in Guntur Division,
is popularly known as the
Mangalagiri Gate. A large
number of motorists trav-
elling between
Mangalagiri and
Amaravati use this route,
leading to frequent traffic

congestion. To facilitate
hassle-free movement for
the public and to ensure
uninterrupted road and
rail transportation, a Road
Over Bridge will be con-
structed at this level cross-
ing at an estimated cost of
Rs.142 crore, entirely fund-
ed by the Railway
Department.

Upon completion of the
ROB, both road and rail
transportation are expect-
ed to become significantly
smoother. The project will
provide seamless connec-
tivity to the State Capital,
Amaravati. The travel dis-

tance and time between
Mangalagiri and
Amaravati are expected to
reduce considerably, and
the project is also antici-
pated to contribute to the
region's social and eco-
nomic development, rail-
way officials said. The
Road Over Bridge, which
is set to become a crucial
infrastructure project for
the development of the
State Capital Region, will
not only enhance public
transportation facilities
but also strengthen infra-
structure to meet future
requirements.

with patients and their
attendants to gather feed-
back on the quality of ser-
vices being provided.
Later, he conducted a
review meeting on the
progress of AIIMS.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lanka Dinakar said
that under the provisions
of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, the
Central Government had
initiated the construction
of AIIMS Mangalagiri in
2015 with an investment of
Rs.1,618 crore across 183
acres. The institute, which
commenced services to the
public in 2019, was initial-
ly ranked Ilast among
AIIMS institutions in the

country but has now risen
to the eighth position.
Officials informed that
AIIMS Mangalagiri pro-
vides outpatient services
to an average of 4,000
patients daily with a nomi-
nal registration fee of just
Rs.10. During 2025-26
alone, 9.85 lakh patients
availed OP services, while
a total of 35.26 lakh people
have benefited from the
institution since 2019. The
hospital has so far per-
formed 22,081 major sur-
geries and 9,238 minor sur-
geries, completing a total
of 31,319 operations.
Through its 35-bed dialysis
unit, medical services
have been extended to

16,586 patients.

According to officials, the
Department of Radiology
conducts 600 to 700 X-rays
and 250 to 300 ultrasound
examinations every day. A
total of 6,225 radiation thera-
py sessions have been pro-
vided to cancer patients so
far. Facilities such as PET
Scan, SPECT Scan and
Radiotherapy units have
been established at a cost of
Rs.33 crore. The institution
currently performs more
than 80 MRI scans and over
130 CT scans daily. Through
its 38 laboratories, AIIMS
Mangalagiri has delivered
more than 66.23 lakh diag-
nostic services to date, of
which 21.85 lakh services

were provided during 2025-
26 alone. Officials also high-
lighted that quality medi-
cines are being made avail-
able to patients at affordable
prices through the AMRIT
Pharmacy and Jan
Aushadhi Centre. Under the
Ayushman Bharat pro-
gramme, 3.86 lakh Health
IDs have been issued.
Additionally, 25.52 lakh
health records have been
linked, while 10.42 lakh
records have been digitised,
officials stated. Referring to
infrastructure  develop-
ment, Lanka Dinakar
alleged that between 2019
and 2024, the State
Government had failed to
provide essential facilities
such as an access road and
water supply required for
the functioning of AIIMS.
However, following the for-
mation of the "double-
engine government" in 2024,
coordinated efforts by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan ensured the
provision of the necessary
infrastructure, resulting in
significant improvement in
the hospital's overall perfor-

Visakhapatnam Para Athletes Reap Medal Haul at
World Masters Sports Championships

The South India Times,

Visakhapatnam : Indian
para athletes delivered an
impressive performance at
the World Masters Sports
Championships—2026, held
from April 17 to 19 at
Sriracha, Thailand, under
the aegis of the World
Masters Sports Federation
in association with the

International Para
Pickleball Association.
Athletes from

Visakhapatnam brought
laurels to the nation by
winning multiple medals
in athletics, swimming and
para pickleball events. In
the para athletics competi-
tions, Suravarapu Subba
Rao of Visakhapatnam
won the silver medal in the
Shot Put F-52 category in
the wheelchair division.
He also clinched the gold
medal in the Javelin
Throw F-52 category. In the
Javelin Throw F-54 catego-
ry, Kona Yesubabu secured
the silver medal.
Visakhapatnam athletes
also excelled in the para
pickleball events.

Suravarapu Subba Rao
won the gold medal in the
Wheelchair Singles PP-52
category. In the Doubles
PP-54 category, the pair of
Kona Yesubabu and M.
Nalini Rajashekhar bagged
the bronze medal. The
championship was inaugu-
rated by Christopher Alan
Byrd, Cycling Director of
the World Masters Sports
Federation, while
Raghukumar Raghavelu,
Secretary General of the

International Para
Pickleball Association,
presided over the event.
The official results of the
competitions were
announced by Organising
Secretary Daniel
Cairncross. Meanwhile,
medal winners Suravarapu
Subba Rao and Kona
Yesubabu met
Visakhapatnam District
Collector M.N. Abhishikt
Kishore on Monday and
received his blessings and

encouragement. They also
submitted a representation
seeking incentive awards
for para athletes through
the Sports Authority of
Andhra Pradesh (SAAP).
Sports circles stated that
the achievements of the
Visakhapatnam para ath-
letes, who made the Indian
tricolour fly high on the
international stage, have
brought immense pride to
both the State and the
Nation.
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Shah masterminded ‘illegal’ break-
away of TMC MPs, wants to muster
2/3rd majority for NDA: Cong

NEW DELHI: With 20 rebel
Trinamool Congress MPs
announcing their merger
with  the Nationalist
Citizens Party of India, the
Congress on Monday
claimed that Home Minister
Amit Shah masterminded
the “illegal breakaway” of
the legislators, and the
“bizarre move” was part of
his strategy to engineer a
two-thirds majority for the
NDA in the Lok Sabha.
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh alleged that decen-
¢y, decorum, and devotion
to constitutional values and
principles remain vulnera-
ble and threatened every
day Shah continues in
office.“A desperate Union

home minister — who is an
absolute disgrace to the
position once held by Sardar
Patel — has taken Indian
democracy to new lows in a
shameless manner,”
Ramesh said on X.

“He has masterminded
the illegal breakaway of 20
TMC MPs and their wholly
questionable fusion with an
unheard of and reportedly
registered but unrecognised
political outfit formed just
three years back,” the
Congress general secretary
(communications) said.

The Nationalist Citizens
Party of India (NCPI) could
well end up becoming the sec-
ond-largest (constituent) in the
NDA, ahead of even the long-

established and long-experi-
enced TDP and JD(U), who
should actually be protesting
their “downgrade” through
such “underhand tactics” and
in such a “disgusting” manner,
Ramesh said. “This bizarre
move is part of the Union home
minister’s strategy to engineer
a two-thirds majority for the
NDA in the Lok Sabha.
Decency, decorum and devo-
tion to constitutional values
and principles remain vulner-
able and threatened every day
he continues in office,” the
Congress leader said.

On Sunday, 20 rebel
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MPs met Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and announced
that they were merging with
the NCPI, a Tripura-based
registered unrecognised
political party. Rebel TMC
MP Arup Chakraborty on
Monday said the breakaway
faction is trying to “rectify”
the party, and would fight for
the control of its election
symbol, even as the Mamata
Banerjee-led outfit termed
the move illegal under the
anti-defection law.

Nation/South

Tirupati Ex MLA ,Ex TTD Board member EX tuda chair-
man A. Mohan birthday celebrations grandly celebrated
in tirupati TDP leaders, ttd association leaders partici-

pated in this event.

Mukesh Ambani offers prayers at Kedarnath
& Badrinath, donates Rs 5 cr to each temple

Dehradun: Reliance
Industries Chairman and
Managing Director
Mukesh Ambani on
Monday visited the
sacred shrines of
Badrinath and Kedarnath
in Uttarakhand, where
he offered prayers and
made donations of Rs 5
crore each to the two tem-
ples.

He arrived for darshan
in a traditional outfit and
greeted people with fold-
ed hands. He was accord-
ed a traditional welcome
by officials of the
Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committee
(BKTC) upon his arrival
at the temple.

Ambani's helicopter
landed at the Badrinath
helipad around 10 am.
About 20 minutes later,
he arrived at the sanctum
of Lord Badrivishal,
where he performed ritu-
als and offered prayers.
After the worship, he met
with officials from the
Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committee.

Performed

South Central Railway steps up monsoon
preparedness to ensure safe train operations

Secunderabad, June 15:
South Central Railway
(SCR) has intensified its
monsoon preparedness
measures across the zone
to ensure passenger safety
and uninterrupted train
operations during the
rainy season. A compre-
hensive safety review
meeting was conducted
under the leadership of
South Central Railway
General Manager Shri
Sanjay Kumar Srivastava
at Rail Nilayam,
Secunderabad, on Monday.

The high-level meeting
focused on assessing the
zone’s readiness to tackle
challenges arising from
heavy rainfall, sudden
gusty winds, and adverse

weather conditions.
Additional General
Manager Shri Satya

Prakash, Principal Heads
of Departments, and
Divisional Railway
Managers (DRMs) from
Secunderabad, Hyderabad,
and Nanded divisions par-
ticipated in the review.
During the meeting, the
General Manager stressed
strict adherence to safety
protocols and reviewed the
condition of critical rail-
way infrastructure, includ-
ing bridges, tunnels, Road
Under Bridges (RUBs),
flood-prone locations, and
embankments vulnerable
to soil erosion. He directed
officials to maintain ade-

quate stocks of essential
materials such as sand,
gravel, cement, and boul-
ders to facilitate swift
response during emergen-
cies.Shri Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava also empha-
sized proactive field
inspections and instructed
officials to undertake regu-
lar footplate inspections
from locomotive cabins to
assess ground conditions
and take immediate cor-
rective measures whenev-
er required.

The General Manager
called for prompt rectifica-
tion of deficiencies identi-
fied during inspections to
ensure seamless train
operations and passenger
safety. He also directed
railway officials to
strengthen safety mea-
sures in freight operations
and take preventive steps
to avoid accidents involv-
ing cattle on railway

tracks.

Highlighting the risks
posed by dense vegetation
during the monsoon, he
instructed teams to trim or
remove trees located near
railway tracks and
Overhead Equipment
(OHE) installations to pre-
vent service disruptions.
He further urged field-level
supervisors to remain vigi-
lant and address operation-
al issues without delay.

Reaffirming South
Central Railway’s commit-
ment to safety and efficien-
cy, Shri Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava said that pre-
monsoon preparedness
reflects the organization’s
dedication to passenger
safety and the strengthen-
ing of railway infrastruc-
ture. He urged all railway
personnel to carry out
their responsibilities with
urgency, precision, and a
strong focus on safety.

'Jalabhishek’
Kedarnath

Following his visit to
Badrinath, his helicopter
departed for Kedarnath
Dham at 10:40 am and
landed there around 11:15
am. From the helipad,
Ambani reached the tem-
ple of Lord Kedarnath
within just 10 minutes.
There, he performed the
"Jalabhishek" (a sacred
Hindu ritual where devo-
tees ceremonially pour
holy water) of the deity in
the sanctum sanctorum
and participated in a spe-
cial prayer ceremony.

When pilgrims present
in the temple complex
saw the prominent indus-
trialist among them, the
entire area resonated
with chants of "Jai Shri
Ram."

Ambani  graciously
acknowledged the greet-
ings of the devotees with
folded hands. After com-
pleting his prayers and
paying obeisance to Lord
Kedarnath, he departed
directly for Delhi around
12 noon.

of Lord
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GVMC Commissioner Ketan Garg Launches
'Cycling Day’ Initiative

The South India Times,
Visakhapatnam : Greater
Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation
(GVMC) Commissioner
Ketan Garg has initiated a
voluntary "Cycling Day"
programme to be observed
every Monday within the
GVMC limits. Marking the
launch of the initiative on
Monday, the
Commissioner travelled
by bicycle from his official
residence to the GVMC
headquarters to attend
office duties. GVMC offi-
cials and staff members
also participated in the
programme by commuting
to their workplaces on
bicycles, extending their
support to the initiative.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner Ketan
Garg said that the decision
to observe every Monday
as "Cycling Day" was
aimed at promoting pollu-
tion control, fuel conserva-
tion, public health and
environmental protection.
He urged officials and
employees of all depart-
ments under GVMC to
commute to their offices
by bicycle every Monday,

as far as possible. The
Commissioner noted that
cycling contributes to
physical fitness and men-
tal well-being, while also
helping reduce obesity and
prevent lifestyle-related
diseases. He further
explained that decreased
dependence on motor vehi-
cles would result in lower
air pollution levels and sig-
nificant fuel savings.
Ketan Garg appealed to
the residents of
Visakhapatnam to volun-
tarily participate in the ini-
tiative and adopt cycling as
part of their daily lives. He
emphasised that by giving

Chittoor MP Prasada Rao urges united efort
to counter criticism with development

Chittoor: TDP Politburo
Member and Chittoor MP
Daggumalla Prasada Rao
has said that the develop-
ment and welfare initiatives
being implemented by the
Central and State Alliance
Government under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu are the
strongest response to opposi-
tion criticism.

He made these remarks
while addressing the “Super
Six Super Hit” two-year alli-
ance government victory cel-
ebrations and review meet-
ingheld at the Telugu Desam
Party office in Chittoor dis-
trict on Monday. The meet-
ing was organised to discuss
preparations for welfare vic-
tory celebrations under the
joint leadership of MP
Prasada Rao, MLA Gurajala
Jagan Mohan, and senior
alliance leaders.

Calling upon party leaders
and workers, the MP
stressed the need to take wel-
fare and development
schemes to the people effec-
tively and to work in coordi-
nation with a clear focus on
the 2029 general elections
and upcoming local body

Andhra Pradesh engineer

lands 300% salary hike after
switching to tech

Andhra Pradesh: Bendu
Manohar Naidu, an engineer-
ing graduate from Andhra
Pradesh, has achieved a
remarkable career turnaround
by securing a 300 percent
increase in compensation with-
in just seven months of enter-
ing the technology sector.After
completing his degree in
Electronics and
Communication Engineering
(ECE), Manohar spent nearly a
year searching for opportuni-
ties in the core electronics
industry. Despite persistent
efforts, suitable roles remained
elusive, leaving him uncertain
about his career prospects
while many of his peers moved
ahead with jobs and higher
studies.

Determined to change his
circumstances, Manohar
decided to explore opportuni-
ties in the technology sector
despite having no formal back-
ground in computer science.
To acquire the necessary skills,
he enrolled in the Software
Engineering  programme
offered by Scaler.The transi-
tion proved challenging, as
coding concepts were entirely
new to him and competition in
the field was intense. However,
Manohar remained committed
to his goal, making it a habit to
solve at least one coding prob-
lem every day, regardless of
the difficulties he faced.
Throughout the journey, he
received unwavering support

from his family, which helped
him stay focused and motivat-
ed.His dedication eventually
paid off when he secured his
first role in the technology
industry. Today, Manohar
works as a Software
Development Engineer-1 (SDE-
1) with Swiggy.

Within just seven months of
joining the sector, his compen-
sation increased by more than
300 percent, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in his profes-
sional journey. For Manohar,
the achievement represents
more than financial growth—it
is a testament to perseverance,
patience, and the importance of
family support in overcoming
setbacks.His story serves as an
inspiration to aspiring profes-
sionals, demonstrating that
with determination and con-
tinuous learning, career transi-
tions can open doors to new
opportunities and long-term
success.

polls. He also urged cadre to
highlight how government
benefits are reaching citi-
zens and who is implement-
ing them.

MP Prasada Rao praised
MLA Gurajala Jagan Mohan
for his role in driving develop-
ment in the Chittoor Assembly
constituency, stating that the
constituency had been placed
among the top performing seg-
ments due to coordinated
efforts of elected representa-
tives and administration.The
leaders paid floral tributes to
TDP founder and former Chief
Minister N.T. Rama Rao at his
statue before the meeting.
Beneficiaries of welfare
schemes such as Talli Ki

Vandanam, NTR Bharosa pen-
sions, Deepam 2.0, Stree Shakti
free bus travel, and auto driv-
ers’ welfare schemes shared
their  experiences and
expressed satisfaction over
government support.Speaking
on the occasion, MLA Gurajala
Jagan Mohan said the alliance
government had delivered
unprecedented welfare and
development over the last two
years, including pension
reforms, farmer support
schemes, LPG subsidies, and
infrastructure projects. He also
highlighted ongoing road
expansion  works, Anna
Canteen inauguration,
Kendriya Vidyalaya establish-
ment, TIDCO housing.

importance to cycling,
every citizen could play a
meaningful role in the pro-
tection of nature and the
environment. He stated
that it is a collective social
responsibility to ensure
that future generations
inherit a green, clean and
healthy Visakhapatnam.
Calling upon officials,
employees and citizens to
become active partners in
achieving the vision of
"Green Vizag - Healthy
Vizag," the Commissioner
encouraged everyone to
embrace a healthy lifestyle
and transform cycling into
a people's movement.

BHATTI CELEBRATES
BIRTHDAY WITH KGBV
STUDENTS, LAUNCHES
BREAKFAST SCHEME

RANGAREDDY (TSIT)
Telangana Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka celebrated his
birthday with students at the
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV) in Moinabad, Ranga Reddy
district, on Monday. Along with
Transport and BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, he shared
lunch with students and interacted
with them.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bhatti  Vikramarka
announced the launch of the
Breakfast Scheme for 29 lakh gov-
ernment school students across
Telangana from Monday. He said
the government was committed to
improving educational and welfare
facilities for students and ensuring
access to nutritious food. Ponnam
Prabhakar lauded the Deputy Chief
Minister for celebrating his birth-
day among government school stu-
dents, describing it as a reflection
of his simplicity and commitment
to public service.

Hyderabad Chai Company opens
third branch in Mehdipatnam

Hyderabad, dJune 15:
Hyderabad Chai Company
(HCC), a rapidly growing
café brand known for its
tea, snacks, and unique
vegetarian meals, has
inaugurated its third
branch in Mehdipatnam,
Hyderabad. The grand
opening ceremony was
attended by prominent
political leaders, influenc-
ers, and celebrities.
Founded in 2025,
Hyderabad Chai
Company started with a
limited customer base
and has quickly expanded
across the city, building a
strong following among
food and tea enthusiasts.
The new Mehdipatnam
outlet marks another

milestone in the brand’s
growth journey.

The inauguration cere-
mony was graced by chief
guests Jaffer Hussain,
MLA of Yakutpura; Majid
Hussain; and former Home
Minister Mohammed
Mahmood Ali. Several
social media influencers
and celebrities also attend-
ed the event.

Among the notable
guests was Faheem Ul
Haq, who appreciated the
café’s innovative concept,
distinctive recipes, and
diverse menu offerings. He
praised Hyderabad Chai
Company for creating a
unique dining experience
that has resonated with
customers across the city.

The official opening was
conducted by the founders
of the company—Mumtaz
Hussain, Majaz Hussain,
and Malik Hussain.
Speaking on the occasion,
the founders expressed
their gratitude to the
guests, well-wishers, and
customers for their contin-
ued support and for mak-
ing the launch event a
grand success.

They also invited resi-
dents of Hyderabad to visit
the new Mehdipatnam out-
let and experience the
café’s signature tea variet-
ies, snacks, and specially
curated vegetarian meal
options that have contrib-
uted to the brand’s grow-
ing popularity.




www.thesouthindiatimes.com

EDITORIAL

How Choice of Political

Successors Led to the
Decline of Regional Satraps

QOdd as it may sound, many regional satraps in India have
bitten the dust or look like they are on the decline. All for
the want of a credible successor. The latest glaring example
is that of former West Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, who has not only lost power in West Bengal, but
her world is coming crashing down since the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ousted her her government last month
after 15 years at the helm. Her promotion of her controver-
sial nephew Abhishek Banerjee tore the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) asunder as newly elected MLLAs are aban-
doning the sinking ship of TMC in droves, leaving Mamata
stunned. Through his brash actions and statements,
Abhishek had brought an invisible split in the party with
his supporters and opponents ranged against each other.
Now Banerjee and the leaders still loyal to her are a belea-
guered lot amid reports that Ritabrata Banerjee could
emerge as the “Eknath Shinde” of Bengal. In Maharashtra,
85-year-old Sharad Pawar, once known as the Maratha
strongman, is now like the legendary Bhishma lying on the
battlefield strewn with arrows. His fault was choosing not
the right successor, as his powerful nephew, the late Ajit
Pawar, should have been the ideal candidate. However, the
senior Pawar opted for his daughter Supriya Sule, who has
hardly gone through the rough and tumble of politics. The
result was a split in the party aided and abetted by an
ambitious BJP. With Ajit Pawar’s tragic death, his
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), too, is in turmoil, after
senior leaders like Praful Patel and Sunil Tatkare, have
been sidelined by Sunetra Pawar, who took over the party
from her late husband. Reports have it that her sons, Parth
and Jai, call the shots in the organisation.

It is the same sob story in the Shiv Sena led by Uddhav
Thackeray, in the last four years after the BJP split the
party by engineering a revolt by Eknath Shinde. The party
founded by Bal Thackeray is being emaciated day by day
with the rise of a resurgent BJP, which wants to further its
footprint. Former Telangana CM, K. Chandrashekar Rao,
who once dreamt of becoming the prime minister from a
third front government, not only lost power but also failed
to address the succession issue properly, resulting in
squabbles in the family.

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) chief and former Odisha chief minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik, having a record of more than two
decades at the helm, saw himself lose power in the last
assembly polls for failing to throw up a successor. His close
advisor and a controversial IAS officer from Tamil Nadu
was seen as his successor, and it cooked the goose of
Naveen. Almost the same applies to the late Jayalalithaa,
who once ruled Tamil Nadu with an iron hand. Her party
has faced divisions and a split, and the advent of Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in power in last month’s polls has
further accentuated the crisis. Former Tamil Nadu CM
M.K. Stalin’s Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), which
lost power, could be equally affected by the rise of TVK
supremo and matinee idol Vijay, as the assembly polls vir-
tually rejected Stalin’s successor and son, Udhayanidhi

Stalin. Doubts are being raised in Jammu and Kashmir
over the competence and capability of chief minister Omar
Abdullah, who has been anointed successor by National
Conference (NC) chief Farooq Abdullah, as the son lacks
the ability to take everyone along.
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Hormuz Is Reopening, But It May Never
Matter Quite The Same Way Again

US President Donald Trump recent-
ly announced that the US and Iran
had reached a deal and that the
Strait of Hormuz would be reopened
soon. Coming over three months
after the war started, however,
many countries have by now
explored alternate pathways to keep
their economies running and to
hedge against future disruptions.

H THE INDIA-OMANI
PARTNERSHIP

India has been one of the worst hit
countries by this war, in particular
by the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, as much of her energy
imports from the Middle East tran-
sit through this critical waterway.
While oil and gas are the most
important, there are other major
imports, like fertilizers, that also
transit through Hormuz. Recently,
Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, revealed that India's oil
marketing companies were losing
Rs. 16,000 crore a day, something the
recent fuel price hikes aim to
address, to an extent. The rupee has
fallen to a historical low to touch 95
to the dollar. Amidst these shocks,
the news that the India-Omani
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) has
been actualised was met with much
glee. CEPA paves the way for more
buoyant trade with the Oman
Sultanate, especially facilitating
Indian exports - a critical need for
the economy currently. Most impor-
tantly, the location of Oman is sig-
nificant now with all the tension
around the Strait of Hormuz. Oman
is located outside the Strait, directly
on the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of
Oman, and thus, goods can enter
and exit its ports of Salalah and
Dugm easily without having to go
through Hormuz. Moreover, India
also had a historical presence at
Dugm. India's imports from Oman
actually increased by 246.4%, rising
from USD 430 million to nearly USD
1.5 billion, driven by higher pur-
chases of crude oil and urea. The
countries are now seeking to reacti-
vate the proposal for the Rs.40,000-
crore Oman-Gujarat deep-sea gas
pipeline. The 2,000-km subsea proj-
ect would bypass the Strait of
Hormuz, offering a potentially safer
and more direct route for natural
gas imports, hedging against any
similar disruptions in future.

m OMAN'S SWEET SPOT

In fact, Oman is in a sweet spot now
with its location outside the Strait of
Hormuz as countries seek alterna-
tives. One fifth of the world's energy
supplies pass through Hormuz from
countries of the Gulf like Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain, and
the UAE to mainly Asian markets.
Consequently, Oman has increased
its oil exports to unprecedented lev-
els, given that its ports are located
outside Hormuz, enabling it to
pump supplies to Asian markets.
Beyond this, the gains from customs
declarations have been remarkable.
For example, revenues from decla-
rations for shipments destined for
Dubai alone jumped from $270 mil-
lion in March to $2.16 billion in
April. More important is the
Sultanate's new positioning as a reli-
able hub for maritime and air trans-
port and shipping through its ports
and airports. For instance, food
exports to Gulf countries through
Hormuz have also been disrupted.
Currently, shipments are travelling
from Omani ports through the Hatta
border crossing between Oman and
the UAE and further into the wider
Gulf region and markets. This will
enable Oman to reap continuous
benefits even after the Hormuz cri-
sis ends. It will also attract massive
investments for strategic road and
railway projects linking the Gulf
states to Oman, and oil and gas
pipeline projects that bypass the
Strait of Hormugz, like the one with

India. Oman will definitely aim to
preserve the economic and geopolit-
ical gains it achieved in the war.

H THE FUJAIRAH TERMINAL
Other countries, too, are hedging.
For many like the UAE, whose econ-
omy depends majorly on energy
exports, it is an existential threat.
The world has lost 1 billion barrels
of oil due to Iran's closure of the
Strait, according to Dr Sultan Al
Jaber, the UAE's Minister of
Industry and Advanced Technology.
Therefore, the country is now accel-
erating the construction of the West-
East oil pipeline to double its oil
export capacity to 4 million barrels
per day by 2027 via the port of
Fujairah, which lies around 70 nau-
tical miles outside the Strait of
Hormuz.

The Fujairah Oil Terminal FZC
(FOT) is a premier, 1.177 million
cubic meter independent onshore
storage facility in the UAE, special-
ising in crude oil and refined prod-
ucts. With the disruptions in
Hormuz, its strategic significance
for global supply through it has
increased manifold. This is just as
significant for India, as the Fujairah
oil terminal can still send supplies to
us while also ramping up oil produc-
tion. According to data, UAE oil
exports to India rose to around
619,000 barrels per day in April this
year, a 43% increase from previous
averages.

H SAUDI AND IRAQ LOOK
ELSEWHERE, TOO

Saudi Arabia, OPEC's second
largest oil producer has, similarly,
diverted exports through its port of
Yanbu on the Read Sea, via its East-
West Pipeline. It consists of twin
pipes that carry oil more than 1,200
km from the Abqaiq oil field in the
Kingdom's Eastern Province to
Yanbu. Interestingly, this pipeline,
also known as Petroline, was built
in 1981 during the Iran-Iraq war as
an emergency route, with the singu-
lar objective of bypassing the Strait
of Hormuz to avoid any crisis there
and promote energy security. That
has now paid off, with the pipeline
reported to be operating at full
capacity. In fact, Saudi exports of jet
fuel to Europe through Yanbu has
actually increased after the war
broke out this year.

Like them, Iraq, another major oil
producer, is also diversifying. As a
major exporter through Hormuz,
the Strait's closure has made it look
elsewhere. It has begun exporting
oil through Syria's Baniyas oil port,
since early April. Iraqi fuel crossed
through the Al-Tanf border crossing
into Syrian territory, where from
Baniyas on the Mediterranean coast
Iraqi oil will make its way to global
markets. With Syria's stabilisation
and reconstruction, this route is
sure to become a permanent one for
at least some of Iraq's oil exports
even after Hormuz reopens.

E TWO UNINTENDED
‘BENEFICIARIES'

An unhappy fallout of the closure of
Hormuz has been that it is essential-
ly Asian markets that have been
affected the most. These relied most
on supplies through the strait,
unlike, say, Israel, which together
with the US began the war. While
the US has benefited from oil sales,
countries like India, Japan, South
Korea have been vulnerable to the
Hormuz crisis. They, too, have been
looking for alternatives and have
turned to non-traditional sources.
Two such "non-traditional" sources
that have become beneficiaries are
Azerbaijjan and Kazakhstan. On
May 2, a Japan Times report noted
how a tanker carrying some 45,000
kilolitres of crude oil from
Azerbaijan arrived at an Eneos
refinery in Yokohama, quoting offi-
cials at Eneos. The shipment of
Azerbaijan oil arrived in Japan for
the first time as it sought to diversify
supply sources. Like India, Japan
had also imported mostly Middle
Eastern crude, and now has also pro-
cured US and Russian oil. This
marks a major shift in its energy pro-
curement as it diversifies its supply
chains. It also stands to reason that
once Hormuz reopens, Japan will no
longer be totally reliant on the sup-
plies through that route, at least not
asmuch as pre-war levels. It has now
also turned to Kazakhstan as an
alternate source, which, logistically,
will be cheaper for procurement
than Middle-Eastern supplies.
Kazakhstan has also become a bene-
ficiary of the Hormuz crisis. The ;oss
of Middle-Eastern oil in global mar-
kets has translated into a surge in
demand for Kazakh oil, and disrup-
tion in traditional trade routes has
meant greater traffic along the coun-
try's Middle Corridor or the Trans-
Caspian International Transport
Route, which traverses through
Central Asia, the Caspian Sea, and
the South Caucuses to reach Turkey,
Black Sea and Mediterranean ports
to Europe. Kazakhstan has ramped
up supplies to European markets as
well as to Japan and countries like
Bangladesh. Jihad Azour, director of
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF)'s Middle East and Central Asia
Department, recently described
Central Asia as a "transit hedge",
offering alternative routes for trade
and energy flows amid rising geopo-
litical uncertainty.

Telangana: Emerging as India’s Annapurna

Setbacks Have Followed Since

he true measure of a
state's progress lies in the
welfare of its farmers. A
prosperous farming com-
munity strengthens the rural
economy, and a robust rural econ-
omy, in turn, accelerates overall
development. Telangana’s
remarkable transformation in the
agricultural sector stands as a
testament to this enduring truth.
Once known for irrigation chal-
lenges, market uncertainties and
agrarian distress, the state has
today emerged as one of the most
significant contributors to India's
food security, earning the distinc-
tion of being the nation's modern-
day “Annapurna.” The scale of
Telangana’s achievement is
reflected in the numbers. During
the 202526 financial year, the
state recorded a historic procure-
ment of 15 million tonnes of
paddy. More significantly,
Rs.35,537 crore was directly trans-
ferred into the bank accounts of
2.643 million farmers, ensuring
that agricultural prosperity trans-
lated into tangible economic gains
at the grassroots level. These fig-
ures are not merely statistics;
they represent a governance
model that prioritizes the farmer
and recognizes agriculture as the
backbone of economic growth.
For decades, farmers across
India have struggled with issues
ranging from delayed payments
and exploitative middlemen to
inadequate procurement infra-
structure. Telangana has sought
to address these challenges
through a systematic and farmer-
centric approach. The establish-
ment of procurement centres at
the village level, transparent pur-
chasing mechanisms, and tech-
nology-driven payment systems
have significantly reduced the
burden on cultivators. Farmers
are no longer compelled to travel
long distances to market yards or
wait endlessly for their dues.
Payments are being credited
directly to their accounts within
48 to 72 hours of procurement,

instilling confidence in the
agricultural  ecosystem.A
major factor behind this suc-
cess has been the extensive net-
work of 8,575 paddy procure-
ment centres established across
the state. By taking procure-
ment closer to the farmer, the
government has reduced trans-
portation costs, minimized depen-
dence on intermediaries, and
ensured that cultivators receive
fair compensation for their pro-
duce. The efficiency demonstrat-
ed by the administrative machin-
ery at the grassroots level has
played a critical role in making
the procurement process seam-
less and farmer-friendly.Under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, agriculture has
emerged as a central pillar of pub-
lic policy. The government's com-
mitment to farmer welfare is evi-
dent in its efforts to streamline
procurement, strengthen market
access and ensure timely finan-
cial support. The coordinated
efforts of Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka and Civil
Supplies Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy have further reinforced the
state's capacity to manage pro-
curement, transportation, stor-
age, milling and payments with
remarkable efficiency. However,
Telangana’s agricultural success
did not materialize overnight. It is
the outcome of sustained invest-
ments in irrigation infrastruc-
ture, rural development, agricul-
tural support systems and market
reforms. The expansion of irriga-
tion facilities, reliable power sup-
ply to the farm sector, improved
rural connectivity and enhanced
access to technology have collec-
tively transformed Telangana
into one of the country’s leading
food-producing states.

At the same time, the state

must prepare for the challenges of
the future. Agricultural growth
cannot rely solely on paddy culti-
vation. Climate variability, water
sustainability concerns and
changing market demands neces-
sitate greater diversification.
Encouraging farmers to cultivate
pulses, oilseeds and horticultural
crops can reduce dependence on
water-intensive farming while
enhancing income opportunities.
Equally important is the expan-
sion of agro-processing industries
in rural areas, which can create
value addition, generate employ-
ment and increase farmers’ share
in the agricultural value chain.

The infusion of thousands of
crores into farmers’ accounts is
already generating positive ripple
effects across rural Telangana.
Increased purchasing power is
stimulating local markets,
strengthening small businesses
and creating new avenues of
employment. When farmers pros-
per, the benefits extend far
beyond individual households;
they strengthen the entire rural
economy and contribute to broad-
er social and economic develop-
ment.

At a time when agriculture
faces multiple challenges across
the country, Telangana offers an
instructive example of what can
be achieved through effective gov-
ernance and political commit-
ment. The state's experience dem-
onstrates that when farmers are
assured of market support, timely
payments and responsive admin-
istration, agricultural productivi-

ty and rural prosperity can rise
simultaneously.

Yet, sustaining this momen-
tum will require a longterm
vision. Enhancing storage infra-
structure, promoting agricultural
exports, strengthening Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs),
and encouraging value-added
agricultural products must
become policy priorities. Building
resilience against climate change
and ensuring sustainable income
growth for farmers will be critical
to maintaining Telangana’s lead-
ership in agriculture.The record
procurement of 15 million tonnes
of paddy is ultimately the result of
the hard work of millions of farm-
ers. It is also the product of a gov-
ernance framework that respects
their labour, values their produce
and places their welfare at the
centre of development policy.
This combination of farmer
effort and administrative com-
mitment has  positioned
Telangana not merely as a state
with high agricultural output,
but as a crucial pillar of India's
food security. A prosperous
farmer is the foundation of a
prosperous state. Telangana’s
recent achievements demon-
strate that when governments
place farmers at the heart of their
development agenda, transfor-
mative outcomes are possible. By
ensuring value for every grain
produced, guaranteeing timely
payments and strengthening
rural livelihoods, Telangana is
charting a path that other states
may well seek to emulate.If this
commitment continues with the
same determination and fore-
sight, Telangana will not only
remain a leading contributor to
the nation’s food basket but also
emerge as a national model for
farmer welfare and agricultural
governance. In giving practical
meaning to the age-old belief
that “the farmer is Kking,”
Telangana is steadily reinforc-
ing its identity as the true
Annapurna of India.

2024, but INDIA Looks Ahead

All the criticism at the
INDIA bloc meeting of June 8
in New Delhi was, appropri-
ately, directed at Rahul
Gandhi - and this points to
his centrality to the group-
ing, not just to his party. This
had not been evident in
January 2023, at the inaugu-
ral meet of INDIA in Patna,
although the senior Congress
leader was then just coming
off his 4,000-km long Bharat
Jodo Yatra which estab-
lished his credentials as the
signifier of the opposition.
What has brought clarity
now is Gandhi’s relentless
ideological energy and drive,
his unerring homing in to
challenge the Hindutva ideol-
ogy which, under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is
being sought to be made the
nerve centre of the nation’s
political life, its new point of
departure and the new narra-
tive that permeates the coun-
try. Hindutva in the Modi
scheme and domain seeks
incessantly to negate the
influence or even the reality
of India’s anti-colonial free-
dom struggle which defined

and crowned composite
Indian nationalism as mod-
ern India’s leitmotif.

Hindutva, in contrast, aims
to make the country’s reli-
gious minorities suspect, and
thus to disable India emo-
tionally, socially, materially.
It is Gandhi’s defining char-
acteristic of challenging the
regime’s ideological edifice
paired with his conceptual
clarity on, and sharp intellec-
tual analysis of, key national
issues pertaining to nearly
every aspect in the public
sphere, which keeps his own

party going. And in turn it is
the Congress which, not
wholly but in large measure,
binds opponents of the BJP
together - no matter that
they have grouses against
the party based on local polit-
ical grievances or circum-
stances or perceptions. This
was revealed amply on June
6, as was the aspect that the
Congress remained the ful-
crum of the nation’s opposi-
tion dynamics (and hence is
the primary focus of regime
attacks). In fact, the INDIA
meeting after a hiatus of two
years was called at the
request of former West
Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee in her
hour of despair. It is useful to
pay heed to CPI(M)’s John
Brittas who pithily summed
up the expectations from
Congress. He pointed to
something that is subtle, rele-
vant, and catches the essence
of INDIA. The Rajya Sabha
MP from Kerala said that
while the Congress-CPI (M)
political competition in
Kerala was understandable,

there would be no issue if a
Congress leader from Kerala,
such as K.C.Venugopal, the
influential Congress general
secretary, politically sought
to take on the Left in the
state. However, the complex-
ion of the Congress’ criti-
cism/opposition — indeed the
spirit of it - changed if it
came from Rahul Gandhi (or
Congress president
Mallikajurna Kharge) who,
in the ideological sense, is
the progenitor of INDIA. The
tremendous national enthu-
siasm generated by Gandhi’s
long march, and the coalesc-
ing of anti-regime grievances
from all parts of the country
at the time, provided the
moment - and the scaffolding
— for the subsequent coming
together of opposition voices,
their contradictions notwith-
standing. What had been
brought forth in 2023 was the
idea of a national coordinat-
ed opposition to the
Narendra Modi government
in parliament. For that rea-
son, the criticism Brittas
makes applies to all states,

although now it is only in
Kerala that two INDIA con-
stituents compete for power.
For all the serious setbacks
INDIA has faced in the two
years since its spectacular
showing in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, which
reduced the Narendra Modi
government to a minority in
the parliament from its earli-
er lofty numbers, bloc lead-
ers noted at the meet that the
Congress remained the glue
to hold the framework
together. CPI (Marxist-
Leninist) Liberation leader
Dipankar Bhattacharya put
it with finesse when he said
that INDIA needed to move
from being (just) an “idea” to
becoming an “identity”.
The first necessary step in
this direction, of course, is
to work to make composite
Indian nationalism prevail
over religion-based ideas of
pseudo-nationalism which
are taking India back cen-
turies. That triumph is a
necessary condition for
national advance, but not a
sufficient one.
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New Delhi, June 15
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
on Monday invited stu-
dents preparing for com-
petitive exams and young
job seekers to support in

large numbers the
Congress party’s
“Chhatron ki Goonj”

national agitation starting
from Rajasthan’s Kota on
June 17.

Addressing students
angered by paper leaks,
cancelled exams and stall
recruitments, Gandhi said
on X, “I know you're
exhausted. You're angry.
But remember this - when
the government refuses to
listen, you have to raise
your voice louder.”

The proposed nation-
wide agitation by the
Congress is focused on
issues affecting India's

youth, including paper
leaks, examination irregu-
larities, unemployment,
and recruitment-related
concerns, party sources
said. Kota District
Congress President Rakhi
Gautam and Kota Rural
Congress President Bhanu
Pratap Singh said the
party chose Kota, the coun-
try's renowned coaching
hub, as the starting point
of the nationwide move-
ment. They noted that
Rahul Gandhi was invited
to visit Kota during a
recent conference held in
Pushkar. At the launch of
the campaign on June 17 in
Kota, Gandhi will interact
directly with students and
aspirants preparing for
competitive examinations.

On Monday, in his mes-
sage on X, Gandhi said,
“Let's come together and

Karnataka

Guarantee schemes will not be stopped, they aim at
women’s empowerment; CM D K Shivakumar

Bengaluru: Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar has clari-
fied that the government’s
guarantee schemes will
continue and there is no
question of discontinuing
them, stating that the ini-
tiatives are designed with
“love and affection” to
empower women economi-
cally.

Speaking to reporters at
Vydehi Hospital, the Chief
Minister said the
Opposition’s role is to crit-
icise the government and
create hurdles whenever
good initiatives are imple-
mented. He said the gov-
ernment is working to
ensure that welfare
schemes reach only eligi-
ble beneficiaries.

He explained that in the
initial stages, some errors
were found in beneficiary

details, including incor-
rect or mismatched phone
numbers, which led to
funds reaching non-eligi-
ble persons. To address
this, the government has
decided to introduce iden-
tity cards for beneficiaries
to ensure proper delivery
of benefits.

Shivakumar further
stated that Karnataka’s
guarantee schemes are
meant exclusively for the
state’s residents and can-
not be extended to people
from other states. He

added that several states,
including Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Andhra Pradesh, have
taken inspiration from
Karnataka’s welfare
model.

He also expressed con-
cern over misuse of funds
from schemes such as
Gruha Lakshmi, alleging
that some individuals are
diverting benefits into
fraudulent financial activ-
ities. He said strict action
will be taken to prevent
such misuse at all admin-
istrative levels.

On political criticism
regarding land acquisition
and the Bidadi project, the
Chief Minister said simi-
lar large-scale land acqui-
sitions have taken place in
other states and ques-
tioned the Opposition’s

earlier silence on such
issues. He also defended
industrial development
initiatives, stating that
farmers had voluntarily
participated in land pool-
ing in several cases.

Addressing health con-
cerns about MLA Igbal
Hussain, Shivakumar said
the legislator had experi-
enced chest discomfort
and was admitted to hospi-
tal as a precaution. He
assured that doctors have
confirmed his condition is
stable and there is no
cause for concern.

The Chief Minister reit-
erated that the govern-
ment remains committed
to welfare-driven gover-
nance and will continue
implementing its guaran-
tee schemes without inter-
ruption.

Party loyalty and sacrifice defined Suraj Hegde's

Bengaluru: Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar paid
heartfelt tribute to late
Suraj Hegde, describing
him as an embodiment of
party loyalty, sacrifice, and
dedicated service to public
life. Speaking at a condo-
lence meeting held in
Bengaluru, Shivakumar
said Suraj Hegde, who
served as AICC Secretary
and Vice-Chairman of the
Karnataka State Guarantee
Schemes Implementation
Committee, was a disci-
plined party worker who
earned respect through
honesty, commitment, and
selfless service.

He said, “Party loyalty and
sacrifice were Suraj’s hall-
mark. He was a friend, a

worker, and a leader who
lived with ideals and never
sought power or position.”
The Chief Minister added
that Hegde lived a princi-
pled life guided by service
to the party and people.
Recalling his personal asso-
ciation, Shivakumar said

he had known Hegde and
his family closely for many
years and had recently met
him during the Devaraj Urs
death anniversary event.
He noted that the Congress
leadership, including Rahul
Gandhi, had also paid
respects, reflecting Hegde’s

lite: CM D K Shivakumar pays tribute

contribution to the organ-
isation.He further said that
Suraj Hegde’s life reflected
simplicity and commitment
to party ideology, adding
that positions in public life
are temporary but values
and ideals remain signifi-
cant.Calling him a “disci-
plined soldier of the party,”
the Chief Minister said
Hegde never hesitated to
take on responsibilities and
served in various roles,
including within the
Guarantee Scheme imple-
mentation structure.
Shivakumar concluded by
praying for peace to the
departed soul and strength
to the bereaved family,
friends, and party workers
to bear the loss

R. Ashok urges citizens’ letter campaign against garbage scam;
demands scrap of Bidadi township project

Bengaluru: Leader of
Opposition R. Ashok
has called upon citizens,
organisations, apart-
ment associations, stu-
dents, and senior -citi-
zens to launch a large-
scale letter campaign to
the Governor and the
President of India, alleg-
ing irregularities in
Bengaluru’s solid waste

management tender
process and demanding
intervention.

Addressing a press
conference, he alleged
that the Rs.39,437 crore
solid waste manage-
ment tender was a “mas-
sive scam” and claimed
that serious concerns
have been raised over
its execution. He said he
has already submitted
complaints to the
Lokayukta, the
Governor, and a high-
level inquiry commit-
tee, urging a thorough
investigation into the
matter.

Ashok alleged that the
issue would impact
Bengaluru’s future for
the next three decades

and said successive gen-
erations would be affect-
ed if corrective action is
not taken. He further
alleged that the govern-
ment was pushing the
project despite public
concerns and called for
either a Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
probe or an independent
inquiry.

He also criticised

Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar over the
Bidadi Township proj-
ect, demanding that it
be scrapped. He said the
project was unneces-
sary given the availabil-
ity of vacant sites and
flats in and around
Bengaluru and alleged
that several earlier gov-
ernments had already
dropped similar propos-

als.Referring to farmer
protests in Bidadi,
Ashok said agricultural
land should not be
acquired for the town-
ship project and com-
pared it with environ-
mental concerns raised
over other national proj-
ects, stating that devel-
opment should focus on
schools and hospitals
instead.

On welfare schemes,
he alleged that the gov-
ernment was attempt-
ing to revise the Gruha
Lakshmi scheme and
reduce beneficiaries,
claiming that adminis-
trative lapses had led to
irregularities. He also
demanded that the guar-
antee scheme imple-
mentation committee be
dissolved, alleging inef-
ficiency in identifying
beneficiaries.Ashok
concluded by reiterat-
ing that public pressure
must be built through
written representations
to constitutional author-
ities to safeguard
Bengaluru’s civic and
environmental future.

become a roar that can't be
ignored. Starting from
Kota - then reaching every
corner of the country. This
is a fight for your future.
And I'm with you.” Earlier,
announcing the nation-
wide protest, All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) General Secretary
(Organisation) K.C.
Venugopal said, "Rahul
Gandhi will address stu-
dent conventions in vari-
ous cities across the coun-
try. Beginning from Kota,
he will engage directly
with students and competi-
tive exam aspirants."

According to Venugopal,
the first phase of the cam-
paign will continue with
events in Allahabad on
July 10, Patna on July 11,
and Delhi on July 14.

The Congress has alleged
that recurring examina-
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Rahul Gandhi invites students to join Congress stir starting from Kota on June 17

tion paper leaks, irregu-
larities in recruitment
examinations, and rising
unemployment are jeop-
ardising the future of mil-
lions of young Indians.

Through this campaign,
the Congress aims to
mobilise students, job aspi-
rants, teachers, and youth
organisations while rais-
ing these concerns at the
national level.

The Congress, from its
official X account, shared
Venugopal's statement,
which said, "Under the
leadership of Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
the Congress has
announced the first phase
of a nationwide campaign
to highlight issues such as
exam paper leaks, exami-
nation irregularities,

unemployment, and con-
cerns affecting India's
youth."

“The campaign aims to
draw attention to the chal-
lenges faced by millions of
young Indians, including
recurring paper leaks, ris-
ing examination costs,
recruitment irregularities,
and the lack of a transpar-
ent and fair education and
recruitment system,"
Venugopal added.

Kota District Congress
President Rakhi Gautam
and Kota Rural Congress
President Bhanu Pratap
Singh said the party chose
Kota, the country's
renowned coaching hub,
as the starting point of the
nationwide movement.
They noted that Rahul
Gandhi was invited to visit
Kota during a recent con-
ference held in Pushkar.

Environment Conservation and National Service
Celebrated at Parisara Snehi Trust Event

BENGALURU: Combining
the themes of environmental
responsibility and national
service, Parisara Snehi Trust
marked its first anniversary
with a special programme
honouring retired armed
forces personnel, families of
martyrs and distinguished
achievers from various fields
at Nayana Auditorium.

The event, organised to
commemorate World
Environment Day, also fea-
tured the presentation of the
Karunada Ratna Awards,
recognising individuals for
their contributions to society
and public service.

Opening the proceedings,
Nataraj B.P., President of
Parisara Snehi Trust, said
the organisation remains

committed to promoting
environmental awareness
while expanding its social
welfare initiatives. He noted
that the Trust has been
actively engaged in activities
related to environmental pro-

Maheshwar Rao directs
officials to speed up white topping
works in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: Chief
Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao has
directed officials to expe-
dite ongoing white topping
road works across the five
city corporations under
the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) limits.

Reviewing the progress
of white topping and buffer
road projects implemented
by B-SMILE, he noted that
infrastructure works
worth Rs.1,700 crore are
currently underway and
stressed the need for time-
ly completion. He instruct-
ed officials to identify bot-
tlenecks at project sites
and resolve them swiftly to

ensure smooth execution.
According to officials,
white topping works cov-
ering 58.60 km have been
taken up at a cost of Rs.800
crore, of which 28.18 km
has been completed,
recording 56.1% progress.
In another package, 66.28
km of works worth Rs.900
crore have been initiated,
with 26.40 km completed so
far, reflecting 46.43% prog-
ress. Overall, 51% of the
total project has been com-
pleted.Maheshwar Rao
directed departments to
ensure coordination
among city corporations
and complete pending
works without delay. He
also instructed officials to
take up road widening
works on Kkey stretches
such as Nagawara Road,
Tannery Road, Dinnur
Road, and Holiday Village
Road before commencing
white topping. He said
land acquisition issues, if
any, should be resolved

through  Transferable
Development Rights
(TDR).

tection, healthcare, educa-
tion and community service,
and is planning to launch sev-
eral long-term projects,
including a goshala, an old-
age home and an orphanage.
“Protecting nature and
serving society are shared
responsibilities. Through our
initiatives, we aim to create a
lasting impact and encourage
greater public participation
in social and environmental
causes,” he said. Nataraj B.P.
further stated that the pro-
gramme was dedicated to the
courage and sacrifices of
India’s soldiers, ex-service-
men and the families of mar-
tyrs, whose service to the
nation continues to inspire
future generations.
Presiding over the func-

tion, Somasekhara Gandhi,
President of the Bengaluru
Union of Working
Journalists’  Association,
emphasised the importance
of integrating environmental
safeguards into developmen-
tal planning. He said that
compensatory afforestation
should be strictly implement-
ed whenever trees are
removed for infrastructure
projects and stressed the
need to preserve urban green

spaces.
Shivananda  Tagadur,
State President of the

Karnataka Union of Working
Journalists’, expressed con-
cern over the declining forest
cover and urged citizens to
contribute actively towards
environmental conservation.

Suraj Hegde's untimely death is a sad
thing: D.K. Shivakumar

Bengaluru: Suraj Hegde's
untimely death is a sad
thing. Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said that
Suraj, a dedicated worker,
led an exemplary life and
worked for the Congress
party with sacrifice and
loyalty.

Speaking at the tribute
meeting and speech pro-
gram of Congress party
leader MN Suraj Hegde
held at the Maurya Hotel
auditorium, he said that
the blood of former Chief
Minister Devaraj flowed in
Suraj. Achievement is
important between birth
and death. Suraj Hegde was
the one who made loyalty
and sacrifice for the
Congress party. He said

that Rahul Gandhi came for
the last darshan, which
means that Suraj's achieve-
ment is a testament to his
party's loyalty and honesty.

Speaking, H.M. Revanna
said that when the All India
Shepherds' Association was
formed, Suraj Hegde orga-
nized it across the country.
He expressed his sadness
that Suraj Hegde lost his
seat in the Legislative
Council, Suraj Hegde was a
smiling leader who wanted
the best for everyone. No
power is permanent,
achievement is important.
Suraj Hegde served as the
National Secretary and
Vice Chairman of the
Guarantee Schemes
Committee.

Lanka Premier League gets multimillion-dollar boost
as IPG Group announces strategic global funding

Colombo: The Lanka
Premier League (LPL)
has received a signifi-
cant financial and struc-
tural boost ahead of its
sixth season, scheduled
to begin on July 10, fol-
lowing a major strategic
funding announcement
by its promoters,
Innovative Production
Group FZ, LLC (IPG).

The group has secured
multimillion-dollar
funding support from a
United  States-based
Nasdag-listed partner
and completed a strate-
gic all-stock merger
with Flash Sports &
Media, Inc., bringing its
portfolio of T20 league
commercial rights,
including the LPL,
under the Nasdag-listed
platform UGRO
(NASDAQ: UGRO).

According to IPG, the
move marks a major
step toward strengthen-
ing governance, trans-
parency, and global scal-
ability of the league,
positioning it within a
publicly governed struc-
ture designed for long-
term expansion. IPG
also announced an
investment commit-
ment of USD 20 million
over the next two years
to enhance and expand
the league’s operations
and commercial value.
While the Lanka
Premier League remains
intellectual property
owned by Sri Lanka
Cricket, IPG continues
to hold exclusive com-
mercial and media
rights, now backed by
institutional capital and
a structured growth

strategy.IPG Founder
and Chairman Anil
Mohan said the develop-
ment would help scale
the league responsibly,
improve franchise
value, and strengthen
commercial discipline
through better gover-
nance and access to cap-
i t a 1 .
Flash Sports & Media
CEO Bradley Nattrass
said the combined struc-
ture would enable faster
execution across multi-
ple cricket markets,
including Malaysia and
Zimbabwe, where IPG
also holds long-term
league development
agreements. He added
that the focus would be
on stronger sponsorship
integration, broadcast
partnerships, and fan
engagement.

Chief Financial
Officer Eric Sherb noted
that the public-market
structure would allow
phased capital deploy-
ment into league infra-
structure while ensur-
ing return-on-invest-
ment discipline and sus-
tainable reenue genera-
tion.The partners also
outlined plans to expand
digital innovation,
upgrade broadcast pro-
duction to 4K standards,
centralise sponsorship
revenues, and develop a
multi-market cricket
enterprise  spanning
South Asia and emerg-
ing territories.With this
development, the LPL is
expected to enter a new
phase of commercial
growth and internation-
al expansion ahead of its
upcoming season.
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Udhayanidhi demands action on TN's law and order
atter death of alleged three-year-old rape victim

Chennai, June 15 : Tamil
Nadu's Leader of the
Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Monday urged
Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay to convene a high-
level meeting of senior
police officials and issue
strict directions to district
and regional officers to pre-
vent what he described as
the worsening law and
order situation in the state.
His remarks came in the
wake of the death of a three-
year-old girl who was alleg-
edly sexually assaulted
near Gummidipoondi in
Tiruvallur district.

The incident has trig-
gered widespread outrage
and renewed concerns over
the safety of women and
children.

In a statement posted on
social media, Udhayanidhi
Stalin claimed that crimes

of this nature were once
associated with certain
northern parts of the coun-
try but alleged that similar
incidents were now occur-
ring with alarming fre-
quency in Tamil Nadu.

He accused the Vijay-led
government of failing to
provide adequate protec-
tion to women and children
despite highlighting their
welfare prominently dur-
ing the election campaign.
The DMK leader pointed to
a series of incidents that,
according to him, reflected
a breakdown in public safe-
ty across the state. He
referred to allegations that
members of the ruling
party were involved in the
sexual exploitation of more
than 500 women in Salem,
that a party functionary in
Alandur had allegedly mis-
behaved with a widow, and

Now, CMDA can
directly clear high-rise
projects in Chennai

CHENNAI: Doing
away with the require-
ment of final govern-
ment approval for high-
rise building projects in
Chennai Metropolitan
Area, the State govern-
ment on Monday autho-
rised the Chennai
Metropolitan
Development Authority
(CMDA) to directly issue
planning permission.

Under the earlier sys-
tem, developers submit-
ted applications to the
CMDA, which carried
out field inspections and
technical scrutiny
before placing the pro-
posals before the High
Rise Buildings (HRB)
Scrutiny Panel, which
includes officials from
Fire and Rescue
Services, Tangedco, and
TWAD Board to ensure
safety and utility com-
pliance. Based on the
panel’s recommenda-
tions, the proposals
were then sent to the
government for approv-

althrough a Government
Order before planning
permission was granted.

In the new system,
which came after Chief
Minister C Joseph
Vijay’s direction to sim-
plify and speed up the
approval process for
multi-storeyed build-
ings in Chennai, the
CMDA can issue plan-
ning permission for
high-rise projects on its
own, based on the rec-
ommendations of the
scrutiny panel.

Officials said the deci-
sion was taken to reduce
delays in granting
approvals and to ensure
that applications are
processed within a
shorter timeframe. The
revised procedure
would help avoid delays
caused by multiple stag-
es of approval while
maintaining compliance
with planning norms
and building regula-
tions.

that a woman police con-
stable in Sivaganga had
allegedly been subjected to

sexual assault.
Udhayanidhi  Stalin
alleged that although

more than a month had

Tamil Nadu

passed since the new gov-
ernment assumed office,
no effective measures had
been taken to strengthen
law and order. He claimed
the situation had deterio-
rated significantly and

said public confidence in
the government’s ability
to maintain safety was
being eroded.

Taking a swipe at the
Chief Minister, he alleged
that greater attention was

being paid to political
activities than to gover-
nance and public safety. He
urged Vijay to focus on
restoring law and order
and ensuring that women
and children are protected
from such crimes.

Warning of further
action, Udhayanidhi said
that if similar incidents
continued to occur in
Tamil Nadu, he would
seek permission from the
DMK leadership to launch
a statewide protest against
the government’s han-
dling of law and order. The
statement adds to the
growing political pressure
on the government follow-
ing the tragic death of the
child, which has sparked
strong reactions from
political parties and civil
society groups across the
state.
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Deny permission for hydrocarbon wells in
Cuddalore, DMK tells Tamil Nadu govt

CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu government
should not grant permis-
sion for the hydrocarbon
wells project in the
coastal Cuddalore dis-
trict and take steps to
immediately halt the
project to safeguard the
marine resources and
fishermen’s livelihood,

the opposition DMK said
on Monday.
Expressing concern

over the proposed move
to establish four hydro-
carbon wells in the sea
near Parangipettai in

Cuddalore district,
about 190 km from
Chennali, former
Finance Minister

Thangam Thennarasu
said that during its rule,
the DMK under then
Chief Minister MK
Stalin took a firm deci-
sion on not allowing any
hydrocarbon projects in
the state in the interest
of agriculture and to pro-
tect the environment.

“We advised the State
Environment Impact
Assessment Authority
not to grant environ-
mental clearance for the
project when ONGC
applied to study the
hydrocarbon reserves in
Ramanathapuram dis-
trict, and thus stopped
an attempt at the very
beginning,” Thennarasu

said in a post on ‘X’.

Similarly, the present
TVK government should
continue to maintain a
firm stand in opposing
the hydrocarbon project
proposed to be construct-
ed in the sea near
Parangipettai, the legis-
lator from Tiruchuli in
Virudhunagar district,
said.

Fishermen and envi-
ronmentalists in the dis-
trict have been opposing
the proposal to drill four
new offshore hydrocar-
bon wells off the
Cuddalore coast, claim-
ing the Rs 425 crore proj-
ect would pose a serious
risk to marine ecosys-
tems, mangrove forests,
and the livelihood of
thousands of fishermen.

According to sources,
the proposal is pending
clearance as it is being
examined by the Tamil
Nadu Coastal Zone
Management Authority.
Official regulatory filing
reveals that the project
is being driven by the
Hindustan 0il
Exploration Company
Limited.

The four new develop-
ment wells are planned
to be drilled up to 3,000
metres deep in the Bay
of Bengal, about 18 km
off the Parangipettai
coast. Activists from the

Poovulagin Nanbargal,
an environmental NGO,
raised serious concerns,
pointing out that the
drilling site is located
about 11.48 km away
from the sensitive
Pichavaram reserve for-
est containing the man-
grove ecosystem and
that it would endanger
the biodiversity and
marine life.

Speaking to reporters
in Mayiladuthurai on
Saturday, Anti-Methane
Project Federation coor-
dinator Professor T
Jayaraman urged the
state government not to
grant permission for the
project.

Fishermen and farm-
ers claim that the heavy
drilling and seismic sur-
veys would permanently
disrupt the marine eco-
system and destroy
coastal livelihoods.
Apart from the DMK, the
PMK and MDMK are
opposed to the project.

In massive rehau,
TN govt shitts 56
police officers

CHENNAI The State gov-
ernment on Monday
ordered the transfer and
posting of 56 police officers
with immediate effect. The
reshuffle covers officers
serving in the Greater
Chennai Police, district
police units, commissioner-
ates, specialised wings and
headquarters establish-
ments. The changes are
aimed at filling vacancies in
key positions and strength-
ening law enforcement
administration across dis-
tricts and specialised units.
Among the prominent
postings, ES Uma, who was
on compulsory wait, has
been appointed Deputy
Inspector General of Police
(Headquarters), Greater
Chennai Police (GCP).
KS Balla Krisshnan,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Headquarters),
GCP, has been posted as
the DCP of Cyber Crime
Cell, GCP. S Selvaraj,
DCP of Central Crime
Branch-I, has been trans-
ferred as DCP, High Court
Security, Chennai.

Yuzvendra Chahal Launches SprintX Playmaker
Accelerator for SportsTech Startups

Hyderabad TSIT: Indian
cricketer Yuzvendra Chahal
on Monday launched the
SprintX Playmaker
Accelerator, India's first full-
stack accelerator pro-
gramme  dedicated to
SportsTech, Gaming,
eSports and New Age Media
startups, in Hyderabad. pro-
gramme was unveiled at
SAS iTowers, Khajaguda,
with Chahal attending as the
chief guest. The initiative
aims to identify, mentor and
support innovative startups
working at the intersection
of sports and technology.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chahal said technology has
become an integral part of
modern sports and is trans-
forming the way athletes
train, compete and
recover."Technology has
completely changed the
sporting landscape. From
game planning and strategy
development to fitness,
recovery and performance
analysis, technology now
plays a crucial role in every
aspect of an athlete's career,"
he said.

Explaining its signifi-
cance in cricket, Chahal
noted that advanced analyt-
ics help players study oppo-
nents, assess pitch condi-
tions, identify strengths and
weaknesses, and develop
match-specific strategies. He
added that technology is
equally important in injury
management, rehabilitation
and enhancing overall ath-
lete performance.Karthik
Yanamandra, Founding
Partner of 360D Sports and
SprintX, said the accelerator
was designed to bridge the
gap between innovation and

opportunity in India's grow-
ing sports ecosystem.

"SprintX will provide
startups with mentorship,
market access, pilot opportu-
nities, industry connections
and funding support,
enabling them to scale their
ideas into successful busi-
nesses," he said.

Jointly launched by 360D
Sports and LegaXy, SprintX
is the country's first dedicat-
ed accelerator focused exclu-
sively on  SportsTech,
Gaming, eSports and New
Age Media ventures.

The programme will sup-
port startups working in
areas such as athlete train-
ing technologies, artificial
intelligence-based coaching
solutions, sports analytics,
smart stadium technologies,
gaming and eSports, fan
engagement platforms, digi-
tal communities, content
technologies, streaming plat-
forms and broadcast innova-
tions.

SprintX will also facilitate
collaboration between start-
ups, multinational compa-
nies, investors and govern-
ment agencies, helping
founders access strategic
partnerships and large-scale
business opportunities.

Eligible startups can
receive funding support of
up to Rs.25 lakh, subject to

investment readiness and
programme criteria.

The accelerator will run
for 24 weeks, including 12
weeks of intensive accelera-
tion and 12 weeks of struc-
tured mentorship. Each
cohort will select 10 startups
and provide them with
expert guidance, investor
readiness training, pilot pro-
grammes, business expan-
sion support and funding
connections.

Karthik  Yanamandra
acknowledged the support of
Telangana Sports
Department Special Chief
Secretary Jayesh Ranjan in
promoting sports innova-
tion and startup growth in
the state.The launch event
was attended by former
cricketer and SprintX men-
tor Jayant Yadav, mentor

G.R. Reddy, Hyderabad
Angels CEO Ratnakar,
Vikrant of  Succeed

Ventures, LegaXy co-found-
ers Mohammed Sirajuddin
and Amitesh, along with
startup founders, investors
and industry leaders.With
the launch of SprintX,
Hyderabad has taken anoth-
er significant step towards
becoming a leading hub for
sports innovation, gaming
technologies and next-gener-
ation digital sports enter-
prises in India.

Adivasi Congress to Launch Statewide
Bus Yatra Highlighting Indira Gandhi’s
Contribution to Tribal Welfare

Hyderabad TSIT: TPCC
Adivasi Congress has
announced a statewide Bus
Yatra to commemorate the
50th  anniversary  of
Scheduled Tribe (ST) reser-
vations and to highlight the
historic contribution of for-
mer Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi towards the welfare
and empowerment of tribal
communities.

Decision was taken at a
meeting of the TPCC
Adivasi Congress held at
Indira Bhavan in Gandhi
Bhavan on Monday. The
meeting was chaired by
Adivasi Congress State
President and MLC
Shankar Naik and attended
by TPCC President and
MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud
as the chief guest.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mahesh Kumar Goud
said the Congress party has
always stood firmly for the
welfare of tribal communi-
ties and other marginalized
sections. Recalling his
childhood experiences, he
said a majority of the popu-
lation in his native village
belonged to the Lambada
community, which gave
him an opportunity to close-
ly observe their social and
economic conditions.

He noted that Indira
Gandhi had personally
studied the living condi-
tions of tribal communities,
including Lambadas, and

took several initiatives
aimed at their upliftment.
By granting ST reserva-
tions, she laid a strong foun-
dation for the educational,
social, economic, and politi-
cal advancement of tribal
communities, he said.
Mahesh Kumar Goud
stated that the remarkable
progress achieved by tribal
communities over the past
five decades was a result of
the visionary policies intro-
duced by Indira Gandhi. He
emphasized that the
Congress party's core ideol-
ogy has always revolved
around the welfare of SCs,
STs, and BCs and the pro-
motion of social justice.
The TPCC President also
highlighted that Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
has continued this commit-
ment by implementing poli-
cies aimed at ensuring
social equity and equal

opportunities, including
the caste census initiative
in Telangana.

Calling upon party lead-
ers and workers to make
the Bus Yatra a grand suc-
cess, Mahesh Kumar Goud
said the programme would
travel across tribal regions
of the State to create aware-
ness about the Congress
party’s contributions to
tribal welfare and to edu-
cate people about the sig-
nificance of ST reserva-
tions.

Everyone should work together for the welfare
Mamanur ACP N Venkatesh

of women :

WARANGAL, June 15,
TSIT : Mamanur ACP N
Venkatesh said that every-
one should work together
for the welfare of women.
On Monday, he participat-
ed and spoke as the chief
guest in a training pro-
gramme on mandal-level
livelihood and business
development issues orga-
nized by Sarvodaya Youth

Organization in
Konaymakula village of
Geesugonda mandal.

He said that there are
many laws and systems for
women's problems, women
should understand their
situation and use them to
solve their problems. He
said that it is commend-
able that Sarvodaya Youth
Organization organizes
programmes for the
empowerment of women,
currently family condi-
tions and lifestyle are
affecting the life of hus-
band and wife.

He said that financial
needs and responsibilities
are increasing the pres-

sure on women's lives and
family violence is increas-
ing. Everyone should work
together for women's
rights, empowerment and
welfare. Sarvodaya Youth
organization secretary Dr
Pallepadu Damodar said
that Sarvodaya youth
organization for women
has been conducting vari-
ous activities for women
development since 30
years.

He said that we should
all work together for wom-
en's issues. It is suggested
that equality between men
and women in families
will bring change in the
society.

Currently, the influence
of social media on children
in our families is suggest-

ed to parents to discover
them. So far financial
loans have been given to
5000 women and widows
who are in trouble in the
joint Warangal district.

Geesugonda APM
Eashwar said that it is
commendable to identify
women in trouble and pro-
vide them with financial
loans to stabilize their
lives.

He said that while pro-
viding loans through self
help groups, Servodaya
Youth organization has
provided interest free
loans to women who are
in financial trouble and
victims of domestic vio-
lence and improving
their employment oppor-
tunities. .

Shortage of govt gynaecologists drives 80% of
deliveries to pvt hospitals in Dakshina Kannada

Mangaluru, Jun 15:
A shortage of gynaeco-
logists in government
hospitals, coupled
with the high concen-
tration of medical col-
leges in Mangaluru,
has made Dakshina
Kannada one of the
country's most private
healthcare-dependent
districts for maternity
services.

According to 2025-26
data from the State
Health Department,
nearly 80% of the dis-
trict’s 28,278 institu-
tional deliveries took
place in private hospi-
tals, almost double the
national average of
41.4%, The New Indian
Express reported.

Of the total institu-
tional deliveries

recorded in the dis-
trict, 22,410 occurred
in private hospitals.
The trend stands in
stark contrast to the
statewide pattern,
where around 65.5% of
deliveries take place
in government health-
care institutions. In
rural Karnataka, the
figure rises to nearly
70%.
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Oil prices fall and shares jump
after US-Iran deal announced

QOil prices have fallen and
shares risen after the US and
Iran said they had agreed a
framework deal to end the
war, which US President
Donald Trump said would
see the reopening of the key
Strait of Hormuz shipping
route. Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, dropped 4.7%
to $83.24 (£61.94) a barrel, and
shares in Asia and Europe
jumped in reaction to the
deal. Pakistan, which has
been mediating an end to the
US-Iran war, said an official
signing ceremony would be
held on Friday, 19 June in
Switzerland. Iran's deputy
foreign minister Kazem
Gharibabadi confirmed in a
phone call on state TV that a
deal with the US had been
finalised, while Trump post-
ed on social media "let the oil
flow!". But Vandana Hari
from energy markets analy-
sis firm Vanda Insights said a
lack of detail on what has
been agreed was '"likely to
inject unease and uncertain-
ty into the market". This
could mean a week of uncer-
tainty and volatility for the
oil market, she added. The
Strait of Hormuz has been
effectively closed since short-
ly after the US and Israel
launched airstrikes on Iran
on 28 February. After the
conflict began, Tehran

Business

threatened to attack vessels
using the crucial waterway,
through which around 20%
of the world's oil and lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) nor-
mally passes. Global energy
markets have been on a wild
ride in recent months, with
prices often rising or falling
sharply in response to devel-
opments in the US-Israel war
with Iran. Brent crude,
which was trading at around
$70 a barrel before the con-
flict started, peaked at about
$120 during the war. Asian
stock markets surged on
Monday as investors wel-
comed the framework deal.

Japan's Nikkei 225 share
index closed 5% higher,
while the Kospi in South
Korea ended up 5.2%. The
region was hit particularly
hard by higher energy prices
as it is heavily reliant on the
Middle East for its oil and
LNG supplies. In Europe,
both Germany's Dax and
France's Cac 40 indexes were
up by about 1.7% and in
London the FTSE 100 rose
0.6%. Energy market experts
have also warned that the
movement of oil through the
strait is unlikely to immedi-
ately return to pre-war levels.
Andrew Lipow from consult-

ing company Lipow Oil
Associates said mines would
first need to cleared from the
waterway, which could take
from a few weeks to up to six
months.

He also said there is a large
backlog of tankers waiting to
use the waterway and that
restarting oil production and
getting the loading of ships
back to normal levels could
take weeks. Admiral Mark
Montgomery, a retired US
Navy rear admiral and senior
fellow at the Foundation for
the Defence of Democracies,
told the BBC's Today pro-
gramme that getting back to

normal would not be "an
overnight thing". "I would say
that's going to take a month or
45 days to kind of fully get till
youre at a normal pumping
balance, and vessels moving
in and out smoothly," he said.
“The market has bought time,
but the reality is that invento-
ries are a lot lower,” Wirth
said in an interview Friday,
referring to backup sources of
energy like the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. “We’ve
moved from comfortable
inventories under normal
times to what would soon to
be uncomfortable,” Wirth
told Bloomberg. “I think
that’s the real question is,
‘How much longer can these
measures kind of ameliorate
the risk? At some point they
may not be able to.” Wirth
suggested that efforts to offset
even higher oil prices by dip-
ping into strategic reserves
could begin to lose their
impact by July. “The evi-
dence would say you should-
n’'t fully believe” any
announcement of an Iran deal
“until you see the agreement
signed and the actions come
into effect.” Meanwhile,
shipowners, insurers and ves-
sel crews will need to be con-
vinced that it is safe to pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
before full-scale maritime
transit could resume.
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Lanka Premier League promoters IPG
Group announce multimillion-Dollar strate-
gic funding from Nasdaq-listed partner

June 15, 2026: The Season
6 of the Lanka Premier
League (LPL) is about to
roll on 10th July, and
right before that the
league has got a major
financial booster. LPL
promoters, the Innovative
Production Group FZ,
LLC (“IPG”) has received
multi-million-dollar fund-
ing support from a United
States based listed entity.
IPG has completed its
strategic all-stock merger
with Flash Sports &
Media, Inc. (“Flash”)
bringing its portfolio of
T20 league commercial
rights — including the
LPL to the NASDARQ-list-
ed platform UGRO (NAS-
DAQ: UGRO).

The move marks a signifi-
cant moment for IPG and
the leagues it manages,
positioning them within a
publicly governed struc-
ture built for scale.
Backed by this new insti-
tutional structure, IPG
will invest USD 20 Million
to carve out bigger and
better version of LPL over
next two years.

For the LPL, the transi-
tion signals the start of a
more structured and
growth-driven phase.
While the LPL remains,
intellectual property
owned by Sri Lanka
Cricket, IPG continues to
hold exclusive commer-

cial and media rights —
now backed by institu-
tional capital, enhanced
governance standards,
and long-term expansion
planning. Anil Mohan,
Founder & Chairman of
IPG Global, said: “LPL
will be the biggest benefi-
ciary of this new develop-
ment. The integration
into a publicly governed
structure strengthens our
ability to scale the league
responsibly. With
enhanced transparency,
capital access, and gover-
nance standards, we are
positioned to grow fran-
chise value while main-
taining long-term com-
mercial discipline.”

Other than LPL, the IPG
Group has long term
exclusive agreements to
develop Malaysia and
Zimbabwe T20 leagues.
IPG and the investors has
also outlined expansion
plans into these new
leagues, extending its
footprint across these
high-growth cricket mar-
kets. The aim is to evolve
standalone tournaments
into an integrated, multi-
market cricket enterprise
spanning South Asia and
other emerging territo-
ries.

Bradley Nattrass, Chief
Executive Officer, Flash
Sports & Media shares:
“We believe this combina-

tion accelerates our abili-
ty to execute across multi-
ple cricket economies
simultaneously. With cen-
tralized commercial con-
trol and aligned franchise
incentives, we intend to
drive deeper sponsor inte-
gration, stronger broad-
cast partnerships, and
greater fan engagement
across markets. Our focus
now is on operational exe-
cution, scaling the plat-
form with speed and pre-
cision, and long-term
shareholder value cre-
ation.” Eric Sherb, Chief
Financial Officer, Flash
Sports & Media, added:
“The public-market struc-
ture enables phased capi-
tal deployment into
league infrastructure
while maintaining strict
ROI discipline. Our focus
will be on strengthening

long-term commercial
development and building
recurring revenue

streams across the portfo-
lio. The aim is to create
combined platform for
commercial monetization.
The IPG has announced
that the focus will be on
long-term asset apprecia-
tion, centralizing sponsor-
ship revenue across
leagues, upgrading broad-
cast production to 4K
standards, and creating
predictable recurring rev-
enue streams.

Ai+ Smartphone Turns Launch Into Open Trial:
Nova2 Neo & Pro Reviewed Before Retail

No Embargo. No Talking Points. No Influencer Kits. No Sale Until Reviewers Have Spoken.

New Delhi, India June, 2026:
In a first-of-its-kind move for
the Indian smartphone
industry, Ai+ Smartphone
today announced that it will
send its upcoming Nova2 Neo
and Nova2 Pro smartphones
to reviewers, creators, jour-
nalists, and members of the
technology community
across India before we open
sales for trusted consumers -
critique and review the
devices without restrictions.
In an industry built around
launch events, Ai+
Smartphone is choosing
something different - A con-
versation before a campaign,
Feedback before a sale and
Consumers before marketing
“At a time when product
launches are often accompa-
nied by carefully controlled
narratives, Ai+ is taking a
different approach: putting
consumer interest ahead of
launch-day marketing. We
don't want validation. We
want unbiased feedback for
user benefits," said Madhav
Sheth, CEO of Ai+
Smartphone and Founder of
NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies There will be
no embargo, no review guide-

lines, no scripted messaging
and no curated launch expe-
riences and most important-
ly, the devices will not go on
sale until reviewers have had
seven days to share their

feedback. Reviewers are
being encouraged to test
every aspect of the devices—
from hardware and software
performance to cameras, bat-
tery life, data transfer, relia-
bility, and overall user expe-
rience. "As a young brand,
we are still learning, still
improving, and still earning
consumer trust every day. If
there is something we've
missed, we'd rather hear it

AR |
Projeﬂ‘ OPep Review

Nova 2 Nec ¢ | Nova 2 Pro =

NO Embargo.
MO Review Guidelines.
NO Influencer Kits.
MNO Sale until feedback.

Stock markets surge tracking
global rally, drop in oil prices

from reviewers before con-
sumers spend their money.
That's why Nova2 Neo and
Nova2 Pro will not go on sale
until this feedback window is
complete." added Madhav
Sheth. Reviewers will be free
to publish their opinions
immediately at their own
will once they receive the
device within 7 days.
Positive feedback, critical
feedback, and everything in
between will be welcomed by
the brand as part of its com-
mitment to transparency
and continuous improve-
ment. The reviews will be
available realtime on the

brands website for everyone
to view the feedback. The ini-
tiative reflects Ai+
Smartphone’s belief that the
future of technology must be
built through
Accountability,
Transparency, and a willing-
ness to listen. The Nova2
Neo and Nova2 Pro repre-
sent the next expansion of
the Nova Series portfolio
positioned under the Nova2
Ultra bringing the Nova
experience to a wider audi-
ence while continuing Ai+'s
mission of making technolo-
gy more accessible, transpar-
ent, and trustworthy.

Mumbai: Stock market
benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty surged in early
trade on Monday, June 15,
mirroring a rally in global
equities and a sharp
decline in crude oil prices,
after the US and Iran
finalised a deal to end their
107-day war. The 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 1,112.70
points to 76,648.74 in early
deals. The 50-share NSE
Nifty surged 335.55 points
to 23,956.40. The US and
Iran finalised a deal to end
their 107-day war and open
the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow waterway used to
ferry one-fifth of the global
oil supplies, on Friday after
an in-person signing of the
agreement in Switzerland.
US President Donald
Trump made the announce-
ment on Truth Social on
Sunday evening, easing
pressure on the global ener-
gy markets, as officials said
the peace agreement would
be signed on June 19 in
Switzerland. From the 30-
Sensex firms, InterGlobe
Aviation, Eternal, Bajaj
Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
UltraTech Cement, and

Larsen & Toubro were
among the major winners.
Sun Pharma emerged as
the only laggard from the
blue-chip pack. Brent
crude, the global oil bench-
mark, dropped 4.55 per cent
to USD 83.36 per barrel. In
Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi jumped near-
ly 6 per cent, while Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index climbed
more than 5 per cent.
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong’s

Hang Seng index were also
quoting higher. US markets
ended in positive territory
on Friday. “With the dawn
of peace in West Asia, hope-
fully, and the consequent
sharp correction in Brent
crude to below USD 84 in
early trade, the prospects
for the Indian economy and
stock market have turned
for the better,” V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist,
Geojit Investments

Limited, said. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 1,082.18 crore on
Friday, according to
exchange data. On Friday,
the Sensex jumped 1,695.40
points, or 2.30 per cent, to
settle at 75,527.95. The Nifty
ended sharply higher by
461.30 points, or 1.99 per
cent, at 23,622.90. The 30-
share BSE Sensex jumped
1,112.70 points to 76,648.74
in early deals.

Vedanta Creates History; Lists Four Independent Companies at BSE

Mumbai, June 15, 2026:
Vedanta Group today marked
a defining milestone in Indian
corporate history with the list-
ing of four newly demerged
companies on the BSE
(Bombay Stock Exchange)
and NSE (National Stock
Exchange). The landmark list-
ing creates a portfolio of
focused, world-class business-
es spanning strategic metals,
critical minerals, aluminium,
oil & gas, power, and iron &
steel sectors. These businesses
sit at the centre of India’s long-
term industrial, infrastruc-
ture and self - reliance ambi-
tions.

The listing of Vedanta
Aluminium, Vedanta Oil &
Gas, Vedanta Iron & Steel and
Vedanta Power, represents
the culmination of a future-
ready transformation
designed to unlock value,
sharpen business focus and
create sector leaders aligned
with India’s emergence as a
global economic and manufac-
turing powerhouse. These
newly listed entities begin
trading today alongside
Vedanta Limited, the Group’s
flagship listed entity anchored
by Hindustan Zinc and a glob-
ally significant portfolio of

critical minerals businesses.

SPEAKING AT THE LIST-
ING CEREMONY, MR. ANIL
AGARWAL, CHAIRMAN,
VEDANTA GROUP, SAID:
“Today is a historic day for
Vedanta, and a deeply emo-
tional one for me. 24 years ago,
Vedanta became the first
Indian company to list on the
London Stock Exchange and
went on to become a FTSE100
company. The seed we sowed
that day has grown into a vast
banyan tree, and the saplings
nurtured under it are now
ready to become giants in key
sectors and contribute signifi-
cantly to India’s rapid growth.
The next stage of unprecedent-
ed growth is now being
unveiled here in Mumbali, the
city where my own business
journey began.

Throughout our journey, we
have been deeply committed
to our shareholders. Over the
last five years, we have deliv-
ered a total shareholder
return of more than 300 per
cent, nearly five times the
return of the Nifty, while also
providing a cumulative divi-
dend yield of over 70 per cent.
Tomorrow’s economy, with
Al, advanced manufacturing

and energy transition at the
forefront, is going to be highly
mineral, metals and energy
intensive. Today, India
imports 50 percent of its
requirements. Tomorrow we
must be self-sufficient. The
companies we have listed
today will play a significant
role in bridging the huge
demand-supply gap for these
vital raw materials. These
companies have been built to
serve the nation for genera-

tions, create long-term value
for shareholders, strengthen
India's selfreliance and sup-
port its ambition of Viksit
Bharat. But the next chapter of
Vedanta's growth cannot be
written by us alone. It will
require the trust of our share-
holders, the support of the gov-
ernment, and the aspirations
and partnership of 1.5 billion
Indians.

There is no place like India.
And this is India’s time.”

ANEW CHAPTER FOR
INDIA’S INDUSTRIAL
FUTURE

The listing comes at a time
when India is rapidly emerg-
ing as one of the world’s fastest
- growing major economies.
Demand for the essential
materials that power modern
economies, including oil &
gas, gold, silver, zinc, alumini-
um, iron and steel, copper and
coal, is expected to grow

sharply as India accelerates its
journey towards becoming a
developed economy. Against
this backdrop, Vedanta’s busi-
nesses are positioned at the
centre of one of the largest
industrial growth opportuni-
ties of our time. Together, they
will support India’s aspira-
tions across energy security,
infrastructure creation, high-
tech manufacturing, digitali-
sation, Al-led growth, electric
mobility, green technologies,

energy transition and long-
term national development.

VEDANTA ALUMINIUM
(BSE: 544780 & NSE: VAML) -
BUILDING A GLOBAL ALU-
MINIUM CHAMPION
Vedanta Aluminium begins
its independent journey as
India’s largest aluminium pro-
ducer and the third-largest
globally outside China. It is
anchored by the world’s
largest aluminium smelter at
Jharsuguda, Odisha. What
began with just 1 lakh tonnes
of production at BALCO has
grown into a 30 lakh tonnes
per annum business, making
Vedanta one of the world’s
largest and lowest - cost alu-
minium producers.

The company plans to double
capacity to 60 lakh tonnes per
annum over the next three
years, with a clear ambition to
become the world’s largest
and lowest-cost, fully integrat-
ed aluminium producer.
Beyond primary metal pro-
duction, Vedanta Aluminium
aims to foster the growth of
thousands of downstream
industries and manufacturing
enterprises, supporting
India’s broader industrialisa-
tion agenda.

and NSE

VEDANTA OIL & GAS (BSE:
382914 & NSE: VOGL) -
FUELING INDIA’S ENERGY
SECURITY Vedanta Oil & Gas
enters the market as India’s
largest private - sector oil and
gas producer and one of the
country’s most strategically
important energy businesses.
With India expected to witness
some of the strongest growth
in hydrocarbon demand glob-
ally over the coming decade,
the company is uniquely posi-
tioned to support the nation’s
energy security ambitions and
reduce import dependence.
Entering its next phase of
growth with a debt-free bal-
ance sheet, the company com-
bines financial strength with
significant operational scale
and resource potential.
Vedanta plans to invest
approximately US$5 billion
over the next three to five
years to scale production to
500,000 barrels per day at glob-
ally competitive costs. Its
growth portfolio spans tight
oil, shale gas, shallow-water
and deep-water assets, satellite
fields as well as significant
acreage in Assam and the
North-East - the region where
Asia’sfirst oil well was drilled.
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Iran and US agree deal to end war as Trump
says Strait of Hormuz will be reopened

Ship-tracking data from
MarineTraffic this morning
shows there are more than
230 tankers and 250 cargo
ships in the Gulf west of the
Strait of Hormuz alongside
large numbers of smaller ves-
sels such as fishing boats and
tugs. Only a minority of
tracked tankers appear to be
fully laden with cargo while
most are empty or partially
loaded. About 70% of the
tankers in the data are sta-
tionary rather than moving.
Many are gathered near
major oil export terminals in
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the
UAE. Most have remained in
the Gulf over the past month.
The total number of vessels
in the area is likely to be
higher, as many ships are not
broadcasting their location
and do not appear in the data.
Natural gas prices in the UK
have fallen by around 6%
since the US-Iran deal was
announced. But at around
110p per therm, they remain
about 50% higher than they
were before the conflict, and
there is still plenty of uncer-

tainty in the market. Qatar is
normally a major producer of
liquified natural gas, or LNG.
The loss of those supplies due
to the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has increased com-
petition for shipments from
elsewhere, and pushed up
prices in Europe. Even
though the UK gets only a
small part of its gas from
Qatar, the knock on effect of
the reduction in global sup-
plies has been significant. If
Qatari shipments resume,
pressure on prices should
ease. But it will take time.
Getting an LNG production
‘train’ up and running is a
complicated process that can
take up to a month. Then
transporting the gas to where
it’s needed can take several
weeks. So experts say it could
be six weeks from when the
process begins before the
new supplies become avail-
able. In the meantime
Europe is working to refill its
reserves in preparation for
next winter, which is keep-
ing demand relatively high.
This was always a three-

party war, and Trump told
the Wall Street Journal on
Sunday that he was furious
at Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for
ordering strikes on Lebanon
this weekend that he
believed might torpedo the
almost-completed Iran deal.
The deal held — at least long
enough for it to be publicly
announced. But if Israel
begins new military opera-
tions in Lebanon, Iran could
decide to close Hormuz again

World

and again jeopardise the
global economy. Energy mar-
ket experts warned that mov-
ing of oil through the strait is
unlikely to immediately
return to pre-war levels.
Clearing a large backlog of
tankers, removing mines and
restoring regular oil ship-
ping and production could
take weeks. At minimum,
however, Sunday's deal
should help alleviate, if not
entirely remove, some of the
economic strain from the

ongoing conflict. Far-right
Israeli Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich says the
deal is "bad for Israel and for
the entire free world". He
says Israel "will have to con-
tinue the campaign to bring
down the regime ourselves"
and "ensure that Iran never
acquires nuclear weapons,"
in a post on X, translated by
the AFP news agency. "The
joint [US-Israeli] campaign
achieved many successes in
weakening Iran, and those
achievements have not been
in vain," Smotrich says.
Earlier, far-right Israeli
National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir also criti-
cised the deal, and said: "We
are not partners to this agree-
ment that does not ensure
our security, and it does not
bind us in any way." Like
Ben-Gvir, Smotrich has had
sanctions imposed on him by
the UK and other countries
for "repeated incitements of
violence against Palestinian
communities". The front-
page headline of Israel’s
biggest selling daily newspa-

per Yedioth Ahronoth this
morning was
"Confrontation". Not
between the US and Iran, but
between President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.
America and its strongest
ally in the Middle East are
not on the same page when it
comes to this deal. Israel was
told, not consulted. In a con-
versation with the New York
Times last night, President
Trump called Netanyahu "a
very difficult guy". Under
pressure in the opinion polls
at home and with mid-term
congressional elections com-
ing up in November, Trump
has clearly been keen to
bring an end to this unpopu-
lar and costly war. But in
Israel, Netanyahu has been
under pressure to keep it
going. He is also facing elec-
tions in a few months' time
which opinion polls suggest
could see an end to his time
in office and increase the
likelihood of him being jailed
on corruption charges which
he denies.
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South African TV star arrested
after allegedly kidnapping man in
girlfriend dispute

South African TV presenter
and rapper Molemo
Maarohanye, also known as
Jub Jub, has been arrested
for allegedly kidnapping a
taxi driver and shooting a
gun in his direction.
Maarohanye is said to have
confronted the driver in
Edenvale, a town roughly 25
km (16m) from
Johannesburg, accusing him
of forming a relationship
with his girlfriend.
According to the police,
Maarohanye allegedly forced
the unnamed man into his
vehicle on Sunday and fired
his gun towards him. The
man escaped unharmed and
immediately drove to a near-
by police station, the police
statement says. Maarohanye
has not yet commented. The
alleged confrontation took
place at 07:30 local time (05:30
GMT), after the driver had
dropped off a passenger.
Maarohanye, who was at one
time one of South Africa's
most popular musicians, will
appear in  Germiston
Magistrate's  Court on
Wednesday for an initial
hearing, police say. It is not
his first encounter with the

law - in 2012 he was convicted
of murder and attempted
murder after Killing four
schoolchildren and wound-
ing two others while drag-
racing. South Africa's high
court overturned the verdicts
two years later, convicting
Maarohanye of manslaugh-
ter instead. In 2023, the musi-
cian was arrested on charges
of rape, attempted murder
and assault following allega-
tions made by an ex-girl-

friend. The National
Prosecuting Authority
(NPA) withdrew the charges

in 2024, as there were "no rea-
sonable prospects of a suc-
cessful prosecution”.
Maarohanye currently pres-
ents Uyajola 9/9, a reality TV
show that attempts to expose
cheating partners.

UK announces
sweeping social media
ban for under-16s

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said on Monday he
would ban social media sites
for under-16s and impose
restrictions on gaming and
livestreaming platforms, in
some of the world’s most far-
reaching online restrictions
to date. The sweeping
changes will reflect Britain’s
values, helping to protect
children online while push-
ing back against the power
of big technology companies,
Starmer told a press confer-
ence. “It is clear to me a full
ban is the right choice,” he
said. “This will change the
conversations that parents
have and the expectations of
children over time. It will
make a huge difference, it
will make our children safer,
it will make our children
happier, it will give them
more time, more security,
more freedom to grow up,
more opportunity”. As well
as a ban on sites such as
TikTok, Snapchat and
Instagram, he said he would
take action against gaming
and livestreaming services

that allow children to talk to
strangers. “Is there a situa-
tion in the offline world
where you would just let
your child pair up with a
stranger, an adult that you
don’t know anything about?
No, so we’re taking action on
that,” Starmer said. The gov-
ernment already has the
powers to take the first steps
in any ban, he said, with reg-
ulation to follow by the end
of the year and a prohibition
in place around next spring.
Britain has increasingly
toughened its approach to
tech companies in recent
years, urging or forcing
them to impose age verifica-
tion, adapt their algorithms
and, most recently, prevent
children from circulating
nude images taken on
mobile phones. But with a
growing awareness of the
mental health risks posed
by children spending too
much time online, Starmer
has decided to go further
after speaking to parents
and considering evidence
from Australia.

A MAN WAS JAILED FOR MUR-
DER. 15 YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH,
HE WILL GET A RETRIAL

Tokyo — When a Japanese
court granted Hiromu
Sakahara a retrial, there
was no defendant in the
dock celebrating  the
prospect of  freedom.
Instead, family members
gathered around his grave
to share news that he had
longed to hear in life after a
decades-long fight for jus-
tice. Sakahara died in 2011
while serving a life sentence
for murdering a store man-
ager in the rural town of
Hino in 1984 — based on a
confession that he said was
forced. A rare posthumous
retrial is expected to begin
soon, but the long delays in
Sakahara’s case added
momentum to calls for
reform to speed up the
excruciatingly long process
people must go through to
seek redress in Japan. “I
regret that we could not save

my father from prison,” his
son Koji Sakahara told
CNN. “While I am happy
about the decision to grant a
retrial, it’s still incredibly
painful,” said Koji, now 64
with hair that’s turned grey
during the long campaign to
prove his father’s inno-
cence. Japan has a reputa-
tion for “hostage justice,” a
term used to describe the
detention of suspects for
questioning.

Norwegian crown princess's son found
guilty of two counts of rape

Marius Borg Haiby, the 29-
year-old son of Norway's
Crown Princess Mette-Marit,
has been found guilty of two
counts of rape and sentenced
to four years in prison. The
three judges in courtroom
250 at Oslo District Court
cleared him of two other
counts of rape, but found him
guilty of many of the other
offences of which he had
been accused. Hoiby was not
in court for the verdict for
unspecified health reasons,
but joined the session via
video link. Prosecutors had
called for Heiby to be given
seven years and seven
months in prison. His
defence lawyers had called
for a lesser term of 18 months
and have said he intends to
appeal. Even though Marius
Borg Heiby is not himself a
royal figure, the trial has cast

a shadow over the broader
royal family. His mother
married Crown Prince
Haakon when he was four,
and he grew up within the
family. The palace has said it
will not comment on
Monday's verdict. Mette-
Marit is very ill with a form
of pulmonary fibrosis and
has recently been placed on a

lung transplant list. Her son's
lawyers have repeatedly
sought his release from
prison so he could spend
time with his mother
because of her declining
health. After the verdict,
Hoaiby's defence lawyer Petar
Sekulic again asked the court
for his release. Although
Oslo district court initially

granted his release last week,
the decision was overturned
by the court of appeal. One of
the three judges in the trial,
Judge Jon Sverdrup Efjestad,
began the session early on
Monday with a summary of
their conclusions, before
going into a 128-page ruling
explaining the verdict. Haiby
had denied all four counts of
rape, but the judges convict-
ed him of raping two women,
including one on the Crown
Prince's estate at Skaugum in
2018 and another involving a
woman in Oslo in 2024. He
was also convicted of abus-
ing an ex-girlfriend,
Norwegian influencer Nora
Haukland and of causing
serious bodily harm to anoth-
er partner, in whose flat he
was arrested in the upmar-
ket Frogner area of Oslo in
August 2024.

BRAZIL WOMAN DIES AFTER ROPE-JUMP-
ING INSTRUCTORS FAIL TO ATTACH CORD

A woman has died in what
appears to be a tragic
extreme sports accident in
Brazil. Three men have been
arrested over the incident, in
which instructors failed to
attach a rope to her before
helping her jump from a
bridge in Sao Paulo state.
Footage went viral over the
weekend of Maria Eduarda
Rodrigues de Freitas being
carried to the edge of the
abandoned bridge before
being let go on Saturday. She
fell 40m (130ft) and emer-
gency services pronounced
her dead at the scene. Police
are now investigating
whether the men are culpa-
ble of homicide with eventual
intent - when someone does
not have the direct intention

but assumes the risk of
killing - local news site Globo
reports. The incident hap-
pened in Ponte do Esqueleto,
on the border of Limeira and
Cordeiropolis, in the interior
of Sao Paulo, Brazil. In the
footage posted on social
media, two men in white hel-
mets can be seen holding

Rodrigues de Freitas, 21, by
her arms while a third is
behind holding her feet.
When she is cast off the
bridge, an onlooker screams
at the instructors to attach
her cord. The three men were
wearing harnesses that
appear to be attached to a
security rope. Rodrigues de

Freitas was buried the follow-
ing day. Rope-jumping is an
extreme sport that differs
from bungee jumping. It uses
low-stretch climbing ropes
that convert the fall into a
horizontal, pendulum swing,
while bungee jumping uses
an elastic rubber cord that
creates a vertical, bouncing
effect. The bridge, called
"Skeleton Bridge" has been
abandoned for years and falls
under responsibility of the
federal government. Brazil's
Secretariat of Federal Assets
(SPU) said it was "available to
assist the authorities in the
investigations". The City Hall
of Limeira (SP) announced it
would sue the federal govern-
ment for failing to adequately
manage the bridge.

Russian strikes kill 11 and set historic cathedral in Kyiv ablaze

China detains two leaders of
influential underground church

An influential Protestant
church in China has said two
of its leaders were detained

after more than dozens of

congregants, including chil-
dren, were rounded up for
interrogation. They were
midway through Sunday
service in the south-western
city of Jiangyou, when armed
police officers stormed the
room they were in, Early
Rain Covenant said in a state-
ment on Monday. Founded in
2008 in Chengdu city, the
church has long been on the

Chinese Communist Party's
radar given how religion is
tightly controlled in the
region. Founding pastor
Wang Yi was detained in a
raid in December 2018 and is
serving a nine-year jail term
for "inciting subversion of
state power" and "illegal busi-
ness operations".

The grounds for detaining
two of its leaders, Yan Hong
and Wu Wuging, on Sunday
are still unclear, the church
said in its statement posted
on Telegram.

US MUSICIAN OLIVER
TREE DIES IN HELICOPTER
COLLISION IN BRAZIL

The alt-pop US musician
and internet personality
Oliver Tree was among six
people who died when the
helicopter he was travelling
in collided with another in
Brazil. The 32-year-old had
been on a world tour when
the crash occurred over Rio
de Janeiro on Sunday. One
of the helicopters then fell
onto the car park of a dealer-
ship, setting around 20 vehi-
cles ablaze. Footage pub-
lished by Brazilian media
shows one of the helicopters
dropping from the sky, as
well as flames and thick
smoke rising from the crash
site. Authorities say an
investigation into the cause
of the collision is now under
way. The Military Fire
Department of the State of
Rio de Janeiro said it was
called to the crash site
around 09:00 local time
(12:00 GMT). Argentine con-
tent creator Gaspar Prim
Diaz - also known as Gaspi -

was also believed to have
been in one of the helicop-
ters, according to the
Associated Press. The other
passengers on the heli-
copter's manifest were
Lucas Brito Chaves, Lucas
Vignale and pilot Alexandre
Souza. The crew manifest
for the second aircraft lists
only the pilot, Charles
Marsillac. Tree born
Oliver Tree Nickell in Santa
Cruz, California in 1993 -
first rose to fame in 2016
after going viral on social
media. With his distinctive
bowl haircut, he was known
for hits including Life Goes
On, Miss You and Alien
Boy. Tree had just begun a
world tour, with his most
recent show in Sao Paulo,
Brazil on 6 June. He was
next scheduled to perform
in Lisbon, in Portugal, on 1
July and had been due to
play dates in Glasgow,
Manchester and London in
September.




GAETHJE WINS AT TRUMP'S
UFC WHITE HOUSE SHOW

Justin Gaethje provided the
perfect ending for American
fans at the White House as
he shocked Ilia Topuria to
win the UFC undisputed
lightweight title. American
Gaethje, 37, shrugged off his
underdog tag as he stopped
Topuria at the end of the
fourth round to become
undisputed champion for
the first time. Gaethje hurt
Topuria multiple times in a
brutal contest as the
Georgian-Spaniard retired
on his stool before the fifth
round for the first defeat of
his 18-fight career. The one-
of-a-kind show, billed as
UFC Freedom 250, took place
on US President Donald
Trump's 80th birthday as
part of celebrations to mark
250 years of American inde-
pendence. After securing
victory, which UFC com-
mentator Joe Rogan called
"one of the biggest upsets in
the history of the sport",
Gaethje did his signature
backflip from the top of the
cage before shaking hands

with Trump. In a rousing
post-fight interview, Gaethje
compared his underdog sta-
tus to Americans who once
fought for their country's
independence. "I'm from
America, 250 years ago we
were way bigger than 6-1
dogs, and look at us thriving
now," said Gaethje. "To all
the current, former and
future military service
members, thank you so

much." In the co-main event,
Ciryl Gane ended Alex
Pereira's hopes of becoming
the UFC's first three-division
champion with a second-
round stoppage in their
interim heavyweight title
fight. The White House has
hosted recreational sports
and events before, but the
event on the South Lawn
marked the first profession-
al live sporting show to take

place on the grounds. There
were worries in the build-up
that thunderstorms in
Washington DC could cause
delays, and although rain
postponed the start of the
event by around half an
hour, it ran smoothly from
there. The show opened with
President Trump and beam-
ing UFC president Dana
White walking through the
White House to the Truman

Balcony overlooking the
octagon, before a rendition
of the national anthem took
place while US Air Force jets
cruised overhead. About
4,300 people watched the
event on the South Lawn,
most of whom were mem-
bers of the US military, who
chanted "USA" in support of
the American fighters on the
card. Trump watched the
event octagon-side alongside
White, while the United
States Marine Band serenad-
ed fighters during their
walkouts, which started
from inside the White
House. Gaethje started his
walkout in the Oval Office,
where he took a moment to
soak in the occasion, before
walking past portraits of pre-
vious US presidents.
Topuria, who is a former
champion at featherweight
before he moved up to claim
the lightweight belt, strug-
gled to impose the power he
has shown in previous bouts
as Gaethje traded shots in
the first round.
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Neeraj Chopra To Return To
Action At Doha Diamond League

Fit-again Indian javelin
throw superstar Neeraj
Chopra will return to com-
petitive action at the Doha
Diamond League on June
19. The 28-year-old has
been recuperating from a
back injury which has pre-
vented him from compet-
ing so far in the season.
"First throw of 2026 lands
in Doha! Neeraj Chopra
returns to competitive
action on June 19," his
management firm Vel
Sports announced on
Instagram. Chopra is a
late addition to the event
as his name was not in the
list announced by the
organisers on June 12. In
May last year, the two-
time Olympic medallist
India had breached the
coveted 90m mark at the
same venue. He had
recorded 90.23m to finish
second behind Julian
Weber (91.06m) of
Germany. Chopra was on
Sunday named in India's
athletics squad for the
upcoming Commonwealth
Games, subject to achiev-

ing the Athletics
Federation of India's (AFI)
qualifying standard of
82.61m. The Doha
Diamond League was to be

originally held on May 8
as the season-opening
event but was postponed
due to the ongoing West
Asia conflict.

'Snicko' In FIFA World Cup 2026? Cricket Technology
Makes Stunning Debut In Sweden vs Tunisia Clash

Sweden started their FIFA
World Cup 2026 on the per-
fect note with a 5-1 win over
Tunisia at the Stadio
Monterrey on Monday.
Yasin Ayari scored twice
while Victor Gyokeres,
Mattias Svanberg and
Alexander Isak scored one
each to guide Sweden to a
commendable victory.
While the performance by
Sweden was enough to grab
headlines, what left fans
buzzing was the use of
'Snicko' technology when it
came to Svanberg's goal. It
took just 18 seconds for the
Swedish footballer to find
the back of the net after
coming on as a substitute as
he latched onto a Yasin
Ayari set-piece. However,
the goal was denied by the
assistant referee who ruled

it to be offiside - a decision
that left the Swedish dugout
fuming as they argued that
the ball touched Isak before
falling to Svanberg. In order
to check the deflection, the
officials used a ball contact
technology which is
extremely similar to the
'Snicko' used in cricket. The
ball showed a clear spike
when it came close to Isak

and as a result, the goal was
allowed. Tunisia head
coach Sabri Lamouchi
called the team's FIFA
World Cup 2026 opener loss
against Sweden "difficult"
and "painful". His team suf-
fered a 1-5 loss to Sweden on
Sunday (Local Time) as
only Omar Rekik was able
to find the net. Tunisia
endured a difficult outing,

with several costly mis-
takes proving decisive.
Goalkeeper Mouhib
Chamakh was responsible
for Sweden's opening goal
in the 18th minute after mis-
judging a long clearance,
while captain Ellyes Skhiri
committed an error that led
directly to Viktor
Gyokeres's strike in the 59th
minute. In the match,
Sweden's Yasin Ayari
opened and completed the
scoring, and substitute
Mattias Svanberg also
scored a goal. It was
Alexander Isak and
Gyokeres who consistently
troubled Tunisia's back line
throughout the match. For
Tunisia, Rekik was the only
name on the scoresheet.
Speaking at the post-match
press conference.

Wheelchair-Bound Japan Fan Collects Trash
After FIFA World Cup Match, Wins Internet

Japan began their FIFA

World Cup 2026 campaign
with a thrilling 22 draw
against the Netherlands in a
Group F clash on Sunday.
Netherlands captain Virgil
van Dijk opened the scoring
with a powerful header in the
51st minute, but Japan quick-
ly responded through Keito
Nakamura. Crysencio
Summerville later restored
the Dutch lead with a bril-
liant curled finish just after
the hour mark. However,
Japan had the final say as
Daichi Kamada scored a dra-
matic last-minute equaliser
to seal the draw. Amid the on-
field excitement, a heart-
warming gesture by
Japanese fans won wide-
spread praise. After the
match, they stayed back to
clean up the litter in the sta-

dium, a tradition they have
consistently followed across
venues. The moment became
even more special at the
Dallas stadium when a differ-
ently-abled fan joined in. In a
video that went viral on
social media, a wheelchair-
bound Japanese supporter

was seen picking up trash in
the stands, with others step-
ping in to assist him. The
touching act quickly cap-
tured attention online and
left fans deeply impressed. In
another video shared by
FIFA, a Japanese fan
explained the reason behind

this practice. "It's about
showing respect - to the play-
ers, the supporters, and even
the stadium. We are hon-
oured to be here, so we don't
want to leave a mess behind,"
the fan said. Talking about
the match, Japan and the
Netherlands are missing key
players through injury, but
on paper this was still one of
the more attractive fixtures
in the group stage. Both have
been touted as dark horses
capable of going far at the
tournament -- the Dutch have
been runners-up three times
whereas Japan have never
gone beyond the last 16. "We
are not completely satisfied
with the draw," said Japan
coach Hajime Moriyasu,
whose side face Tunisia on
Saturday in a competitive-
looking Group F.

Real Madrid Confirm Marc
Cucurella Signing From
Chelsea On Six-Year Deal

Real Madrid announced
the signing of Spanish
defender Marc Cucurella
from Chelsea on
Monday, for a fee report-
ed to be 55 million euros
($63.8 million). "Real
Madrid and Chelsea
have reached an agree-
ment for the transfer of
the player Marc
Cucurella, who will join
our club for the next six
seasons, until June 30,
2032," said Los Blancos
in a statement. The 27-
year-old left-back joined
Chelsea from Brighton
in 2022 after coming
through La Liga champi-
ons Barcelona's academy
and moving to Getafe.
Cucurella is at the World
Cup with Spain, and
becomes the only Real
Madrid player in Luis de
la Fuente's squad. Real
Madrid president

Florentino Perez was re-
elected earlier in June,
following two seasons
without winning a major
trophy and appointed
Jose Mourinho as coach
this week. Los Blancos
are set to sign Liverpool
defender Ibrahima
Konate at the end of his
contract at Anfield and
have been linked with
Bernardo Silva and Inter
Milan's Denzel Dumfries.
Chelsea finished 10th in
the Premier League last
season in a disappoint-
ing campaign, with
Cucurella critical of the
decision to sack Enzo
Maresca in January.

Cucurella had two
years left on his deal at
Stamford Bridge, where
he won the Club World
Cup and UEFA
Conference League in
2025.

World Cup "Less Joyful" For Iran As Team
Lands In US For World Cup 2026 Match

Iran's coach Amir
Ghalenoei said on Sunday
political tensions and visa
issues have damaged his
side's preparations for the
World Cup but insisted his
players will not "pay atten-
tion to any of the hype." Iran
have arrived at the tourna-
ment under the shadow of a
bitter diplomatic row, after
the United States -- in mili-
tary conflict with Iran for
months -- refused to issue
visas for some team support
staff. They play their opener
against New Zealand in Los
Angeles on Monday, mark-
ing the first time that a
World Cup host has hosted a
country with which it is at
war. Protests are planned
outside the stadium by
members of the Iranian
diaspora opposed to the
nation's hardline regime,
and there have been threats

that the Iran team could
walk off the pitch if anti-
government banners are
displayed. "We are here to
perform a good match, a
high-quality match. We
don't pay attention to any of
the hype and anything that
goes on around us,"
Ghalenoei said in a press
conference in response to a
question from AFP.
"Naturally, all teams have
their own problems, and in

many countries, many
things happen that have
nothing to do with football."
The coach said his team are
simply at the World Cup to
"represent the respectful
people of Iran, be it the
Iranians inside Iran or the
Iranian diaspora." "We are
not political people... foot-
ball is separate from poli-
tics," said Ghalenoei. The
press conference took place
barely an hour after a peace

deal between the US and
Iran was announced, bring-
ing an "immediate and per-
manent" end to miltary
operations on all fronts.
Controversy surrounding
the Iran team has drawn
headlines but is far from the
only political issue affecting
the World Cup that the US is
co-hosting with Mexico and
Canada. Somali referee
Omar Artan was denied
entry to the US for the
World Cup, as have been
many fans. "It's not just Iran
that has been impacted, as
you know," said star striker
Mehdi Taremi. "Others,
including a referee, have
been impacted." He said the
tension surrounding the
tournament "undermines
that joy and it undermines
the message of FIFA or peo-
ple, which is about football
that brings about peace."

Emperor Naruhito, King Willem-Alexander Witness Japan vs Netherlands Clash

'Was Depressed, Wanted
To Give Up Cricket':
India's T20 World Cup
Star Drops Bombshell

India off-spinner
Shreyanka Patil has
revealed that she strug-
gled with depression and
even considered quitting
cricket during a challeng-
ing injury layoff that kept
her out of action for more
than a year. The off-spin-
ner, who delivered an eco-
nomical spell in India's
64-run  victory over
Pakistan in the Women's
T20 World Cup on
Sunday, credited her
strong support system for
helping her navigate the
difficult period and make
a successful return to the
national side. Shreyanka
spent nearly 14 months on
the sidelines after a frac-
tured finger sustained

during an Asia Cup
match against Pakistan in
July 2024. Her injury
woes continued with
severe shin issues in both
legs and a fractured left
thumb, before she finally
returned to action for
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the WPL
earlier this year. "I'd be
lying if I said I wasn't
depressed or that I didn't
think about giving up
cricket. That's how I felt
initially during the injury
phase. But there was a
voice inside me saying,
'No matter what, I love
playing this sport. I'm
here only because I love
playing it'," Shreyanka
told JioStar.
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Rockstar Anirudh Marks A New
Chapter With ‘Aravindh’, The First
Release From Albuquerque Records

And Universal Music India

usic sensation
A nirudh
Ravichander has
unveiled “Aravindh”,
marking the first release
under his exclusive part-
nership with Universal
Music India through his

independent label,
Albuquerque Records.
Released in Tamil and

Telugu, the track marks a
new creative chapter for
Anirudh as he steps beyond
film music to explore origi-
nal pop- and hip-hop-driven
storytelling.

Anirudh first shot to
nationwide fame with the
2012 viral hit “Why This
Kolaveri Di?”, and has
since composed music for
blockbuster films including
Jailer, Coolie, Vikram, Leo
and Devara: Part 1. He also
made his Bollywood music
debut with Shah Rukh
Khan starrer Jawan, one of

2025’s biggest blockbusters.
Over the years, Anirudh
Ravichander has risen to
phenomenal fame, earning
the title of “Rockstar
Anirudh” from fans and the
industry  alike. With
“Aravindh”, Anirudh
shines a light on the strug-
gles of an independent
artist trying to survive in
today’s fast-evolving digital
music landscape.

At the heart of the song is
Aravindh, Anirudh’s alter-
ego, a passionate musician
who has dedicated his life to
music despite the odds
stacked against him. While
access to releasing music
has become easier than
ever, sustaining a career as
an independent artist
remains a challenge, espe-
cially in the South Indian
music space. Yet, Aravindh
continues to hold onto the
hope that his music will

find the right audience.
Talking about the song
Anirudh say’s,“Aravindh is
everybody in some way. We
all have an Aravindh in our
lives, but this song speaks
about an independent artist
who yearns for that one
chance to show what
they’ve got. It is also a satir-
ical take on the challenges
an independent artist faces
while trying to make it big
amidst the sea of content on
the internet”

The track is deeply person-
al for Anirudh, reflecting a
phase of his own life when
he too was once
“Aravindh.” Through the
song, he hopes to connect
with fellow artists and cre-
atives navigating similar
journeys, while also mak-
ing a bold and introspective
commentary on his own
rise, struggles and the
industry itself.

rime Video, India’s

most loved entertain-

ment destination,
unveiled the captivating
trailer of its upcoming
Telugu Original series,
Isakapatnam, at an immer-
sive event in Hyderabad
today. Directed by Garry
BH, written by Prashant
Ragathi, and dialogues by
Tajuddin Syed, the seven-
episode crime thriller is pro-
duced by Rahul Tamada and
Saideep Reddy Borra under
the banner of Tamada Media
Productions. Headlined by
Samuthirakani and
Aishwarya Rajesh, the
series boasts a stellar ensem-
ble cast including Sunil,
Naresh Agastya, Merin
Philip,Sudhakar Komakula,
Rajeev Kanakala, Mime
Gopi, Rohini, Banerjee,
Jwala Koti, Ravi Varma, and
Raja Chembolu in pivotal
roles. Isakapatnam will pre-
miere exclusively on Prime
Video in Telugu with dubs in
Tamil and Hindi and subti-
tles in 15 languages, includ-
ing English, across India and
over 240 countries and terri-
tories worldwide on July 2.
The trailer offers a glimpse
into the gripping crime saga
unfolding in a fictional port
town where crime, politics,
and loyalties collide, setting
the stage for an unmissable
tale of ambition and revenge.
Packed with intense action,
high emotional stakes, and
heart-stopping twists, the
series explores how greed,
unchecked ambition, and
the relentless hunger for
power can reshape lives, fuel
rivalries, and trigger far-
reaching, often violent con-

sequences.
Director Garry BH said,
“Isakapatnam is a fictional
series driven by deeply
authentic characters and
universal human emotions.
While the story is rooted in a
unique world, themes of
greed, ambition, love, loss,
and revenge make it
extremely relatable.
Promising to entertain and
enthrall audiences, the story
is filled with unexpected
twists and turns as the char-
acters cross paths in their
pursuit of absolute power.
Working alongside Tamada
Media Productions, Prime
Video, and our exceptional
cast and crew has been a
truly fulfilling experience,
and I can’t wait for audi-
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ences worldwide to immerse
themselves in the world of
Isakapatnam.”
Samuthirakani shared,
“What immediately drew me
to the series was the strength
of its storytelling and the
complexity of my character,
Naidu. Beyond the action
and drama, the narrative
delves into themes of greed,
revenge, and ambition and
how they can drive people to
make life-altering decisions.
I'm grateful to have been
part of this journey and look
forward to audiences experi-
encing the series and seeing
me in a role unlike any I've
played before.” “Portraying
Bharati was both challeng-
ing and deeply rewarding.
What appealed to me was
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PRIME VIDEO UNVEILS the Explosive Trailer for
Isakapatnam, the Gripping Crime Drama Starring
Samuthirakani and Aishwarya Rajesh, Premiering July 2

her resilience, complexity,
and the strength with which
she navigates a world
shaped by power and con-
flict. She is a woman with
immense agency and convic-
tion, refusing to be defined
by her circumstances while
embracing both vulnerabili-
ty and courage. That balance
is what makes her feel so
authentic, and I'm excited
for audiences to experience
her journey,” said
Aishwarya Rajesh

Sunil, who plays CI Varma,
elaborated, “The world of
Isakapatnam is raw, immer-
sive, and deeply layered,
with every character carry-
ing their own ambitions,
conflicts, and motivations.
And I was most fascinated by

how the story and characters
came together to create a
rich and compelling narra-
tive. As an actor, the series
challenged me to step into a
character unlike any I've
portrayed before, and work-
ing alongside such an excep-
tional cast and crew made
the experience even more
fulfilling.”

Playing the role of Pedanna,
Naresh Agastya shared,
“What excited me about my
character and the series
were the strength of its story-
telling and the depth of its
character arcs. The series is
constantly evolving, keeping
viewers engaged and guess-
ing while remaining firmly
rooted in the motivations,
conflicts, and struggles of its
characters. As the story
unfolds, audiences will dis-
cover new layers at every
turn and experience a narra-
tive filled with unexpected
twists and surprises.”

“The character of Ammaji
resonated deeply with me
because of her quiet strength
and resilience. As the story
unfolds, she evolves in unex-
pected ways, finding the
courage to make her own
choices and stand her
ground. Portraying that
transformation was both
challenging and immensely
rewarding,” added Merin
Philip. Isakapatnam joins
Prime Video's blockbuster
lineup for Prime Day. This
July, Amazon Prime Day is
back in India for its tenth
edition. Prime members can
look forward to great deals,
bigger savings, exciting new
launches, blockbuster enter-
tainment, and more.

Deewana Is the Story of a Young Man
Completely Immersed in Love; the
Interval Twist Will Shock Audiences with a
Fresh New Point — Actor Harshith Reddy

oung and talented

actor Harshith
Reddy, who recently
scored a success

with Shubham, is now
gearing up for the release
of his new film Deewana.
The film is being produced
by Vasudev Koppineni and
Sridevi Karyampudi
under the Arha Media and

A% Studios banners.
Actress Snehha
Manimegalai and director
Srikanth Sangishetty are
making their debut with
this beautiful love story.
Deewana is set for a grand
worldwide theatrical
release on the 19th of this
month through Geetha
Film Distributors.

In a recent interview,
Harshith Reddy spoke
about his career journey
and shared several high-
lights about the film. “My
father is originally from
Miryalaguda, but I was
born, raised, and educated
in Hyderabad. I am very
familiar with the city’s cul-
ture and lifestyle. Initially,
I used to create videos for
YouTube and Instagram.
After watching those
videos, the team at
Vyjayanthi Movies select-
ed me for Mail. It was dur-
ing the COVID period, so
the audition was conduct-
ed online.

Vanda Devullu Beautifully Captures The Girl Within Every
Mother: Niharika Konidela At Pre-Release Event

resented by Fatima
Vijay Antony under

P Vijay Antony Film
Corporation and pro-
duced by Ramanjaneyulu
Javvaji under the Sarvanth
Ram Creations banner,
Vanda Devullu stars Vijay
Antony, Swasika, Ajay
Dhishan, Lijomol Jose,
Karunas, Shakti, and Kavya
Anil in key roles. Directed by
Shashi, who previously col-
laborated with Vijay Antony
on the blockbuster
Bichagadu, the film is set to
release on June 19.
The teaser and trailer
released so far have generat-
ed a positive response from
audiences. As part of the pro-
motions, the makers organ-
ized a grand pre-release event
on Monday. Mega producer
Niharika Konidela and direc-
tor Thrinadha Rao Nakkina
attended as chief guests.
Speaking at the event, Vijay
Antony said:* “Twenty years
ago, Shashi garu introduced
me as a music director. Ten

years ago, he gave me a new
life as a hero through
Bichagadu. Now, we are com-
ing together once again with
Vanda Devullu. After listen-
ing to the story, I was moved
to tears and simply couldn’t
stop crying. My character in
this film is completely differ-
ent and unique.

I would like to thank

Bhashyasree garu, who has
been part of my journey since
Bichagadu. Sasi garu has
introduced a fresh technical
team through this project. 1
also thank Subba Reddy garu
and Mythri Shashi garu for
distributing the film, and my
producer Fatima garu for her
support. I hope Telugu audi-
ences embrace Vanda

Devullu when it releases on
June 19.”

Niharika Konidela shared:*
“l have already watched
Vanda Devullu. When I
watched Shashi garu’s
Sreenu, I was deeply emotion-
al. He later delivered a
remarkable film like
Bichagadu. It is evident that
every member of this team

has poured their heart into
this project.

After marriage and mother-
hood, a woman becomes a
mother, but there is still a girl
within her. The film beauti-
fully explores this idea.
Swasika has delivered an out-
standing performance, and
Ajay, Kavya, and the rest of
the cast have also done a won-
derful job.

I instantly loved the title
Vanda Devullu. It grabs atten-
tion and carries a strong emo-
tional appeal. Vijay Antony
garu is a director, actor, pro-
ducer, editor, and
music director, but

above all, he is

a genuinely

g o o d

human

being.

After

meeting

him

per-

son-

ally,

my

respect for him has grown
even more.

Everything in this film, from
a fan to a tea cup, has its own
significance and character. It
is highly emotional yet equal-
ly  entertaining. Vijay
Antony’s role is exceptional,
and the film leaves audiences
with meaningful thoughts.
The makers have blended the
message with commercial ele-
ments beautifully. Everyone
who has a mother should
watch Vanda Devullu. I sin-
cerely hope it becomes an
even bigger success than

Bichagadu.”

DULQUER SALMAAN'S STYLISH AVATAR
' AM GAME' TO HAVE A WORLDWIDE
GRAND RELEASE ON AUGUST 20TH

he latest poster released from

Dulquer Salmaan's most awaited

movie T Am Game' is impressing the
audience. In the new poster, Dulquer
Salmaan is seen in a very stylish avatar, fur-
ther increasing the expectations on the
movie. The makers, who have already
announced the release date, will release the
movie grandly worldwide on August 20, 2026
as an Onam gift. Currently, the post-produc-
tion work of the film is going on at a fast

pace.

Produced by Dulquer Salmaan's own pro-
duction company Wayfarer Films, this big-
budget action thriller is shaping up to be the
biggest film of his career. Directed by Nahas
Hidayat, the film is being co-produced by
Dulquer Salmaan and Jom Varghese. The
story and screenplay for the film are written
by Shahbaz Rashid and Adarsh Sukumaran.
Shot across over a hundred locations in
South India, T Am Game' is currently one of
the most eagerly awaited projects in the
Malayalam film industry.

SAMANTHA TURNS PRODUCER
TO BREAK THE CYCLE

amantha is back in the

game and is making

some strong state-
ments. “Female filmmakers
have always been sidelined.
Even though we ques-
tion this, we still

Telugu cinema. Produced
under Samantha’s Tralala
banner, Maa Inti Bangaaram
reflects a conscious effort to
create more opportunities for

women both in front of
and behind the

cannot  break camera.

the cycle. Samantha Samantha’s
Tralala is my s Bk i (e st'ater'nent
way of break- . highlights
ing the game and is mak- the chal-
cycle,” says Ing some strong lenges female
filmmaker statements. filmmakers
Samantha, continue to
speaking about face despite
her banner Tralala growing conversa-

moving pictures and
passion project Maa Inti
Bangaaram, directed by
Nandini Reddy.

The film marks another sig-
nificant step in promoting
women-led storytelling in

tions around equality
and representation in the
industry. Directed by
Nandini Reddy, the action-
family drama features
Samantha in a powerful lead
role and has already generat-

ed considerable buzz through
its teaser and trailer. The film
showcases a woman who
fights to protect her family
while navigating a hidden
past, blending action, emo-
tion, and family drama. For
Samantha, Tralala is more
than just a production house,
it is a platform to encourage
fresh voices and challenge
long-standing industry
norms. By backing projects
helmed by women and driven
by strong narratives, she
hopes to inspire meaningful
change in the filmmaking
landscape.

With anticipation building
among audiences, Maa
Inti Bangaaram is poised
to be one of the most
talked-about releases of
the season.
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